
MANY MORE?
MUCH LONGER?HOW



Writing in the #416 issue of Nepali Times of 5-11 September 2008, the head of UNMIN 
Ian Martin wrote about the successes of Nepal’s peace process, but warned that Nepalis 
should not have to wait till the new Constitution (which was still long six years away then) 
to see an improvement in their lives. Excerpts from Martin's op-ed:

Nepal’s unique peace process has rarely gained outside attention since the guns fell silent two 
years ago. Yet, this success story deserves to be recognised and supported. Expectations are high 
among diverse groups for greater control of their lives and resources. But what federalism will 
mean in practice, taking account of the geographic and ethnic peculiarities of Nepal, remains 
elusive and potentially divisive. Reaching a national consensus will be a formidable task for the 
Constituent Assembly, and meanwhile the Nepali people cannot be expected to wait patiently until 
a new constitution is drafted to see real improvement in their daily lives.

But there is reason to be hopeful. Nepal’s peace process has been truly indigenous: it has not been 
mediated or managed by any external party. The UN has encouraged and facilitated the process 
through good offices during the last years of the conflict, human rights monitoring, assistance to the 
election, and monitoring arms and armies during the transition.
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Q. What is the main reason for gender based violence?

Weekly Internet Poll  #929

Q. Do you think the government's investigation into 
trekking scams will hold guilty parties to account?

Weekly Internet Poll  #930
To vote go to: www.nepalitimes.com

Total votes: 117

There is an argument that there has not 
been an abrupt rise in the number of 
rape cases in Nepal, it is just being 

reported more now. It is difficult to say what 
is worse: that it used to be hidden, or that 
victims and their families are coming forward 
to complain to the police. 

That is because the high profile cases of 
rape and abuse in the past few months have 
shown that the police is actually involved in 
protecting perpetrators, falsely accusing the 
innocent, destroying evidence, and covering 
up the truth. Combined with cases of recent 
encounter killings, the actions have led to a 
serious erosion of the public’s confidence in 
the police. In fact, there may be many victims 
now who are not going to file a complaint  
because they fear harassment and fabrication.

As we reported last month, the number of 
reported rape cases in Nepal has increased by 
30% in the past year. It has multiplied four 
times in ten years. There have been 408 rape 
and attempted rape complaints brought to the 
police since the horrific murder of Nirmala 
Panta in Kanchanpur on 26 July. 
A special committee assigned 
to investigate the case, while 
accusing the district police chief 
of covering up, came no closer to 
naming the suspects.

The police have been equally ineffective 
in tackling a surge in copy-cat acid attacks 
in the past two weeks. The shocking case of 
Samjhana Das in Rautahat has once more 
exposed the culture of misogyny, patriarchy 
and impunity that corrodes our society. Men 
perpetrate these heinous crimes because they 
are brought up with a sense of entitlement 
and the conviction that they will never be 
convicted. There are also mothers-in-law and 
women who commit gender crimes, but by 
and large, it is a male-dominated activity.

Acid attacks are especially horrific since 
they disfigure the victim for life, even if they 
survive. Pouring acid on a person is like 
burning them alive. In most cases, the root 
cause is the same as in rape, and often it is to 
take revenge for rebuffing an advance. 

We have reported in the past decades in 
this paper about how acid attacks and bride 
burning are also perpetrated by in-laws for 
insufficient dowry.

The survivors often lose their sight and 
are maimed because the acid burns through 
the skin down to the bone. They suffer 
months of excruciating pain even if they do 
not survive, like Samjhana Das, who died on 
Monday two weeks after an acid attack.  Her 
15-year-old younger sister, Sushmita Das, was 
also injured. A neighbour, Rambabu Paswan, 
has confessed he used acid on them because 
Samjhana had rejected him. (See page 14-15)

Three years ago in the heart of 
Kathmandu, a fellow-student squirted acid on 
a class mate, and because it happened in the 
capital, the crime got wide play in the media. 
When the perpetrator was finally caught, it 
turned out to be a case of someone taking 
revenge against the girl’s family, who lived 
next door, for being taunted for being a Dalit. 

The case illustrates how in Nepal 
there are layers upon layers of pent-up 

grievances against injustice and 
discrimination. Stricter measures 
on the purchase of acid, and 
monitoring its use may be a 
deterrence, but as long as the root 
causes of gender-based violence 

remain, potential perpetrators will simply use 
another tool to attack girls and women. 

There is also urgent action needed to 
make the laws against acid attacks at least as 
strict, if not stricter than the ones for rape, 
bride-burning and other heinous crimes 
against women. At the moment, perpetrators 
only get a maximum of eight years in jail if 
convicted of carrying out an acid attack. 

Violence against women is a 
manifestation of the pervasive patriarchy 
in our culture. Misogyny is sanctioned by 
religious texts, folklore, movies, songs. 
Insulting women is taken as a joke. We 
have to look deeply inwards as a society to 
question values that we as a people seem to 
have come to accept as normal. 

Despite the new Constitution, the scale 
of justice in Nepal is still skewed. The 

persistence of gender based violence is 
the result of pervasive impunity, 

where men, powerful people, 
upper castes, urban dwellers, 
appear to have more protection 
from prosecution for crimes than 
women, lower castes, the poor, 
and weak. 

It should be the state’s 
responsibility -- to protect 
with prevention, investigation 
and justice -- the most 
vulnerable section of society. 
Alas, in our case, it is the 
most influential who are 
protected.    

It is meaningless to boast 
that Nepal’s Parliament 
has one of the highest 
representation of women 
in the world when we 
have such a poor record 
in granting women equal 

citizenship rights, 
and in protecting 

our mothers and sisters 
against crimes.
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Yes: 7% 
No: 56%
Some will get 
away: 25%
Can’t say: 12%
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ONLINE packages  

GOD ON EARTH

an acid test 

Nepali Times @nepalitimes  
In Delhi Pushpa Kamal Dahal was granted 
a meeting with PM Modi, other top leaders, 
and a banquet. The only thing missing 
was a guard of honour. No such fanfare in 
Beijing. He was welcomed by a Chinese 
deputy minister wearing a polo T-shirt.

Nepali Times @nepalitimes
EDITORIAL Is Nijgad viable? Although 
the ecological argument against Nijgad is 
known, the real reason against the $6.7 
billion project is actually economic. 

Nepali Times @nepalitimes
Nepal set double tiger number by 2022. 
Latest tiger census puts the total number of 
wild tigers at 235. @WWFNepal @WWF @
LeoDiCaprio @dicapriofdn #wildlife

QUOTE       TWEETS

FOR & AGAINST NIJGAD
The new airport plan should trigger alarm 
to anyone with common sense (‘Economy 
& ecology of Nijgad airport’, Om Astha Rai, 
#928). With 60 million passengers, global 
international hub, world class superhighway 
along one of the most difficult terrain in 
the world? It’s just a clever distraction to 
cut down those trees. Imagine the sweet 
kickbacks! 

Bijendra Shrestha

  Development is a far cry for doubters. 
We should argue about mitigation plans, 
quality control and timely completion. Nijgad 
is a must to promote tourism and meet 
the growing demand for more flights. We 
can’t stop development efforts because of 
corruption.

Suhrid Sharma

  ‘More’ is not necessarily ‘development.’ It 
is obvious that the social costs far outweigh 
the benefits of Nijgad. TIA can be upgraded, 
and Bhairawa and Pokhara can absorb 
increasing air traffic. Nepali politicians 
have been ransacking forests for personal 
economic gains since the days of Jang 
Bahadur. Deforestation on such a massive 
scale will be an ecological tragedy for Nepal. 

Shyamal Krishna Shrestha

  Better improve the existing airports instead 
of felling millions of trees. In fact, Nijgad 
is not needed at all with new international 
airports at Bhairawa and Pokhara, and 
upgrading of some domestic airports.

Bhaskar Gautam

10 years  ago this week

Gaurav Rana @gauravshumsher
Wonderful article and the most keen diplomatic 
observation made in ages.

Amy Aung Myat Bhaddamanika  
@AungmyatAmy  
Nepal needs to preserve its nature for its future 
generations through international standards of 
protection.

Kiri Jackson @kigster76  
A fantastic result so far for Nepal and the 
tireless team of people dedicated to stamping 
out wildlife terrorism and saving Nepal’s 
majestic cats. 

Cap for Caption Contest

The winning caption for this photo of Foreign Minister 
Pradeep Gyawali with the Nepali delegation at the UN 
General Assembly is: ‘Boo, Trump. Boring!' by Jan Petersen.  
Please collect your Nepali Times cap at the office. 

Economy & ecology  
of Nijgad airport
by Om Astha Rai
Instead of allowing Nepal’s economy to take off, 
aviation experts say the proposed Nijgad airport may 
actually tie future generations into a debt trap. This 
report that explored the viability of Nijgad airport 
generated heated debate online. Log on to www.
nepalitimes.com to read the feedback and join the 
discussion.

Heli rescue fraud  
tarnishes Nepal’s image
by Robert Skinner
By accusing everyone of being in the heli rescue scam, 
Nepal’s government may have jeopardised tourism 
with negative publicity and botched the investigation by 
implicating everyone, but punishing no one. Yoiu can 
still read this Nepali Times investigation online. 

One of the biggest festivals of Kathmandu Valley, Indra Jatra, is in 
full swing this week with feasts and festivities. The eight day long 
carnival is observed with chariot processions with the living gods  
Ganesh, Bhairab and the living goddess Kumari, masked dances. 
Watch this video and get into the mood.  

News of rapes, acid atttacks and domestic violence make it to the 
front pages of the media every day. They expose a deep-seated 
misogyny, patriarchy and culture of impunity in the country that 
sends the message to criminals that they can literally get away with 
murder. Go online to watch a visual story of the challenges ahead.  
Coverage in this issue on page 1,  2, 14-15.

East - West City
by Mukesh Pokhrel
With expanding urbanisation, Nepal’s Tarai today has 
become an east-west swathe of asphalt and concrete 
with few patches of paddy fields and forests. It is only a 
question of time before it becomes one big city spread 
across the plains. Visit nepalitimes.com for this widely 
shared report, and watch a video about how the plains 
are turning from a vast forest to a vast concrete jungle.  

Pouring acid on 
a person is like 

burning them alive.
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COMPILED FROM POLICE STATISTICS IN PROVINCES

28 September - 4 October 2018 #929 15nation

Monika Deupala

It was raining hard that Tuesday 
night on 11 September in 
Chandrapur of Rautahat. In the 

Das family home, teenage sisters 
Samjhana and Sushmita told their 
parents they were going to bed.

The thatched roof, single-storey 
house had three rooms, one where 
the two sisters slept and another 
for their step-mother and younger 
sister. Their father, Jadolal Das, and 
his son walked to the family's pool 
room that they rented to locals.  

Sushmita remembers being 
woken up about midnight by her 
sister’s screams. Then she felt a 
burning pain in her own hands and 
body. Neighbours rushed to the 
house on hearing the sisters’ cries, 
their step-mother was confused and 
did not know why the two were 
screaming. 

After the neighbours figured out 
that this was an acid attack, they 
took the sisters to a tap and washed 
the burns. The girls were rushed 
to Kirtipur Hospital in Kathmandu 
after a local hospital said treatment 
was not possible. 

Both sisters writhed in pain 
throughout the bumpy seven hour 
ride all night to reach Kathmandu 
at 9AM. Sushmita remembers her 
sister’s blistered face contorted in 
pain, and her hair scalded. “I was 
so scared the whole time,” she said. 

The burn ward in Kritipur 
Hospital reeked of disinfectant. 
Sushmita was at the corner of the 
ward with bandages on her right 
hand and neck. Her sister lay 
bandaged and covered in a blanket 
in the Intensive Care Unit nearby. 

The heart monitor was beeping, 
and there was the sound of rough 
breathing. A visitor called out her 
name. She replied “hajur” in a 
trembling voice. It was too painful 
for her to talk. She had burns over 
35% of her body, including her 
head, chest, back and face.  

Plastic surgeon Surendra 
Basnet had already performed 
one operation on Samjhana that 

On the very day that Samjhana Das died because of her burns in a Kathmandu hospital 
after ten agonising days, Basanti Pariyar was coming home from Kawasoti market of 

Nawalparasi when she was attacked with acid and stabbed multiple times. The mother of 
two was set upon by her neighbour, Bimal Sripali, 37, and she is being treated at Bharatpur 
Hospital for stab wounds in her abdomen and head and acid burn injuries in her face, chest 
and hands. 

Police said Sripali had started divorce proceedings against his wife, and may have been 
making advances on Pariyar, 26, which she rejected. Basanti was with her sister and another 
woman when they passed Sripali, who grabbed her by the hair and poured acid on her face. 
Sripali has confessed to the crime, and said he went to Birganj to buy the acid. 

On the same day in Pokhara, Shriya Sunar, 10, was found dead in Kodi village. She had 
gone to the market to buy biscuits. The post-mortem report states that the girl was raped, 
choked and hit on the head with stones. A Kusum Poudel, 27, and four other suspects have 
been arrested. Poudel confessed to the crime, and said he was drunk and stoned. Two days 
earlier, in faraway Jumla, a teenage girl was raped while returning home from festival. The 
police caught two teenage suspects. 

A Nepali Times investigation shows 408 girls and women have been attacked or raped in 
less than three months all over Nepal (see map, above). But those are just the ones reported 
to police, the real figure may be higher.

Another day, 
another acid attack

408 rapes and attempted rapes reported 

A father’s story
I own a Pool Centre which is about a kilometre away from the house. 

My son and I sleep there because there isn’t enough room at home. 
That night, I said bye to my family after dinner and left for the pool 
room with my son. It was raining heavily and I could barely sleep 
because of the noise on the roof. At midnight, I got a frantic call from 
my wife and all I could hear were her cries. I woke up my son and we 
rushed home. 

The room was full of a smoky, stinky smell. I saw the dread in 
the faces of my daughters. I had no idea what had happened there. 
The neighbours had already called an ambulance, but it was late so 
I took my injured daughters in a borrowed scooter to nearest Chakor 
Hospital. 

For two hours, the doctors applied medicines and bandages on 
the burns, but then suggested that I take them to Kathmandu. An 
ambulance driver helped me out. The doctors gave my daughters 
painkillers and we drove off at 3AM. 

Rambabu Paswan, my neighbour insisted that he come along. 
It took us seven hours to reach Kathmandu and my daughters were 
finally sent to the operating rooms. Sushmita had suffered 4% burns 
in her body, but Samjhana had 35% and was kept in the ICU. I wept 
when I saw her there. 

The Rautahat police called me up after a few days and asked 
me about the relationship of my daughter with Rambabu Paswan. I 
said we were neighbours, but the police sounded suspicious. They 
told me he had called her 180 times in the 15 days before the attack, 
but that his phone was now switched off. So, in the hospital in 
Kathmandu, I asked Paswan where his phone was, and he said he 
had lost it while sleeping outside the ICU. 

The next day, detectives found acid burn marks on Paswan's  
fingers. I went to the ICU and asked Samjhana if Paswan was the 
culprit. She nodded, “Yes.” She told me haltingly how Paswan used 
to stalk her, and call repeatedly to proposition her.  

Paswan was arrested from the premises of the hospital in 
Kathmandu the next day, but that was no consolation for us. 
Samjhana died. We took her back to her hometown for her funeral 
so her friends could say their last goodbye. All I want now is for 
Paswan to be punished. Why is the government not doing anything 
when crimes like these are happening every day to daughters like 
Samjhana?  
(As told to Monika Deupala)

morning, but warned the prognosis 
was not good.  

The nurses were dressing 
Sushmita’s wounds, which were not 
as serious. She was crying, praying 
for her sister. “I did not even know 
what acid was, I did not know it 
could burn you like that,” she said, 
in a weak voice. 

Outside, in the corridor was the 
girls’ father Jadolal Das. But also 
hovering around making phone 
calls and holding hospital bills was 
a neighbour, Rambabu Paswan. 
When quizzed about his relation 
with the family he said: “I am a 
neighbour, but I am like a father to 
the girls. I watched them grow up.”

Asked if he suspected anyone, 
Paswan told us Jadolal Das had a 
long-standing feud about property 
with his elder brother. He added: 
“She had just straightened her hair 
a few days ago, and was looking 
very pretty, I cannot believe she 
will not look like that anymore.”  

The sisters’ mother, whom 
Jadolal Das had divorced, was 
working in Malaysia. Samjhana 
had dropped out of Grade 10, 
and Sushmita was in Grade 8. 
The family had some savings, but 
friends in Chandrapur raised money 
for the sisters’ treatment. 

A few days after Nepali Times 
visited the hospital, police arrested 
Rambabu Paswan, the neighbour 
who had told us the sisters were 
“like daughters to me”. Police 
found that he had made 180 calls to 
Samjhana over the fortnight prior 
to the attack. Samjhana confirmed 
to her father that Paswan was the 
attacker, and he would call her 
often to propose sex. (See box.) 

On Monday 24 September, at 
the age of 18, Samjhana died of 
multiple organ failure. Doctors 
had performed three surgeries, 
and although they tried their best, 
they could not save her life. She 
was taken back to Chandrapur 
and cremated on the banks of the 
Bagmati, the same river that flows 
down from Kathmandu Valley.   

The girls’ mother is back from 
Malaysia and is looking after 
Sushmita in Kirtipur Hospital. 
Police have detained Paswan, 
and are conducting further 
investigations to charge sheet  
him.  

SAMJHANA'S MEMORY: Samjhana Das lies 
covered in a blanket in a Kathmandu hospital last 
week as doctors tried to treat her burns (left). 
She died ten days after the acid attack by her 
neighbour, Ramdas Paswan (right). 
Her sister, Sushmita was also hurt in the acid 
attack (below).

Samjhana in happier times (above). 

Monika Deupala
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