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When Nepal’s politicians 
were asked to list their 
assets, many disclosed 

property, bank balances and 
jewelry. Among his possessions, 
Nepal’s well-read Foreign Minister 
Pradeep Gyawali declared that 
he owned 2,500 books. The soft-
spoken Gyawali now has the 
responsibility of steering the 
country’s foreign policy at a time of 
heightened geopolitical polarisation 
in the region. Sound bites from an 
interview this week:

Nepal used to be a back-bencher 
in international fora. Now we 
are being seen and heard. The 
Prime Minister’s participation at 
Davos and hosting the BIMSTEC 
Summit in Kathmandu has 
raised Nepal’s international 
profile.

It could be that some cannot 
digest Nepal’s higher 
international engagement and 

“Nepal is now seen and heard.”
are uneasy about it. But there 
is no question of Nepal ever 
joining any strategic alliance.

We look at our own national 
interest, and we also try to 
make sure that our decisions 
and involvement do not hurt 
the interests of our neighbours, 
development partners or other 
friendly countries. 

Our long-term foreign policy 
goals have not changed, but 
we are trying to adapt to 
new geopolitical realities by 
analysing them and formulating 
new policies of engagement.

We want to benefit from 
the economic growth and 
development of our two 
neighbours.

We are conveying to China and 
India that a prosperous and 
stable Nepal is also in their 
interest.

We are telling our development 
partners that Nepal is a safe 

country for foreign investment, 
from where it is easy to export 
to other countries.

We are very sensitive to the fact 
that 4 million of our young men 
and women are working abroad 
and through diplomacy we 
want to ensure their 
security, rights and 
respect.

In the 1990s and 
2000s many Latin 
American countries 
went nearly 
bankrupt and had 
to be bailed out. 
It was not called 
a ‘debt trap’, 
none of them 
had loans from 
China.   

If it is in the 
national interest, 
we can take not 

To make up for 
monsoon slack, 
Nepal opts for 

spiritual tourism

just aid, but also loans. But if it 
is against our interest, we will 
not even take assistance.

The suspicions about the Indo-
Pacific is a storm in a tea cup. 
Our Chinese friends are not 
really worried, they are sure 
that Nepal will not allow anti-

Chinese activities.
We do not lean 

more or less on any 
one side. We don’t 
try to compare the 
relationship we 
have with our two 
neighbours. 
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Sewa Bhattarai
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Indra Shilpakar is following his ancestral profession of a 
traditional woodcarver. His works adorn temples, and he 
is now being  recognised as an artist as well. Join us on a 
visit to his workshop in Bhaktapur where he works with 
his father, and balances the tension between tradition 
and modernity. 
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