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We are now a year old.
Since the first issue of
NOW! hit the newsstands
on June 05 last, we have
seen many changes. We
have lost the red, seen three
different sizes, lost col-
leagues to other profes-
sions, converted others to
journalism, struggled
against power cuts, compu-
ter crashes, financial dead-
locks, got into scraps over
what we decided to print and
how we printed it. Along the
way, we managed to put out
some wonderful issues and
also shared blame on some
absolute disasters. Only two
things remained consistent
- the support of our readers
and our commitment to all
matters Sikkimese. Our mis-
takes were tolerated and
successes celebrated. We
couldn’t have asked for any-
thing more. Thank you...

- editor
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Meet Phul Maya
Tamang, an
instructor at Sonam
Gyaiso
Mountaineering
Institute and one of
the representatives
of Sikkim at Everest
at the golden jubilee
celebrations of the
ascent of Mt Everest.
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CONSERVATION DEMYSTIFIED"
Dr. B. Sengupta, Member Secretary, Central Pollution
Control Board, was in Sikkim on a brief, 2-day visit. By the
' time he left, he had driven home the point that
environmental protectioninvolves more than just tree-
plantation drives. As he departed, he left hehind a warning:
thatinefficient solid waste disposal could one diay swamp
away Sikkim’s notions of heing an environment-friendly
State. More than that, it could snowhall into a major
5 ¢ environmentalissue.
TURN TO pg 4
. FOR DETAILS
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Talk Filthy

The five UD&HD garbage collection trucks empty Gangtok
of some 20 tonnes of garbage everyday. These trucks have
a limited beat and no one has done a serious study on how
much waste Gangtokians conveniently tip into neighbour-
hood jhoras. There are also areas where waste just accumu-
lates until it becomes a health hazard. While steps are taken
when waste reaches such threatening volumes, the impact
of untreated waste on the water-bodies [and jhoras are one]
seldom elicits much concern. The recent admonishing of the
waste disposal system of Sikkim, with emphasis on Gang-
tok, by the Member Secretary, Central Pollution Control Board,
should be taken seriously. His advice not to go the Darjeeling
way cannot be ignored, but more than the concerned de-
partment, it should be the people who react. React and
change. Although the Urban Development & Housing De-
partment could still improve on its garbage disposal system,
disposal comes in only after generation. And, it is the people
who generate the garbage. Many would be surprised at how
effective simple efforts at “reducing, recycling and reusing”
can be. Such informed measures are not so much about
reducing the garbage generated as they are about making
people aware of the toll they exact on the environment they
survive on. A simple tour of the jhoras along the Indira Bye-
pass, backed by a detailed talk on how plastics choke land
and water-bodies should make anyone more conscious about
lobbing a plastic bag full of waste into the jhoras. To blame
the department would be immature. It has never been taken
to task by the people themselves. Nowhere is the absence
of an NGO culture or a civil society more acutely felt than in
the waste disposal scenario of the State. There is just not
enough information being shared on the extent of pollution
in Sikkim nor enough pressure being exerted to a ensure
any semblance of environmental accountability in the soci-
ety. Only after the society accepts that something needs to
be done can the department step in and offer the solutions.
Legislations alone cannot save the day. The continuing use
of plastic bags and dumping at jhoras despite laws “ban-
ning” them being a case in point...

Huff Over A Puff

r the first time in its over
O-year existence, the
World Health Organization

has got the global community to
agree on a legally binding, com-
mon, minimum agenda for a pub-
lic health commitment - atobacco-
freeworld.

Last month, more than 190
countries approved the first ever
international treaty against smok-
ing, including an advertising ban,
aimed at breaking ahabit that kills
nearly 5million peopleayear. The
Framework Convention on To-
bacco Control, obligates signatory
countriesto fighting the devastat-
ing consequences of tobacco con-
sumption and exposure.

A framework conventionisan
international legal instrument gov-
erned by international law, but in-
dividual nations must then take it
on and adapt it to their own con-
stitution and laws. The draft text
isimpressivein therange of issues
it addresses. However, the fine-
print reveals that although signa-
tory governments are committed
on measures they ought to take,
there are very few conditions that
they areactually obliged toimple-
ment. Thiscould bedueto thetre-
mendous pressure from the to-
bacco industry to dilute the provi-
sions of theinitiative.

India will now have to work
out how to tacklethe medical, eco-
nomic and legal commitmentsre-
quired by this convention. Taxing
tobacco products prohibitively,
increasing restrictions on adver-

RANJIT SINGH

tisement, sponsorship and promo-
tion of tobacco, banning smoking
inpublic areasand clamping down
on tobacco smuggling are some of
the key elements in this global
endeavour to reduce tobacco con-
sumption and related mortality and
illnesses.

The Indian Tobacco Control
Bill, awaiting the presidential nod
isfar toolax eveninitsfinal form.
There is no provision for heath
warnings in local languages for
cigarettes, which areincreasingly
becoming popular among the ru-
ral population. There is aso no
curb on sale of individual ciga-
rettes, which makes access for
minorseasier. Although acompre-
hensive ban on advertising and
sponsorship has been proposed, it
isamatter of conjectureastowhat
extent the government is actually
abletoimplement thelaw. A com-
prehensive ban on smokingin pub-
lic places was passed by the Su-
preme Court morethan ayear ago
but it till remains to be imple-
mented effectively.

Prevention activitiesat school
and collegelevelswill fail to have
an impact if they are not simulta-
neously accompanied by commu-
nity-based measures. The activi-
ties, which as of now essentialy

aim at health communication,
would be futile unless core issues
that pressure youth to take up
smoking, like stress, peer pressure
and gender relationships, are not
addressed. Messages on adverse
health effects must focus on im-
mediate concerns for the youth,
such as the increased risk of im-
potence for boys and facial wrin-
klesfor girls.

Cessation activities that en-
able smokers to quit need to be
given dueimportance. Medicines,
counselling and a supportive en-
vironment haveto be ensured. Fa-
cilities for quitting have to be
made easily accessible in all ma
jor hospitals. Asthefitnessmove-
ment gathers momentum, a
smoke-free life has to be inte-
grated with physical activity and
dietary modification.

The war against tobacco has
to be fought on several fronts.
Unfortunately, the public health
approach to the complex problem
is hinged on the information dis-
semination campaign that cannot,
onitsown, deliver the desired re-
sults. There is need for a multi
pronged approach, which focuses
on supply curtailment, prevention
and cessation besides advertising,
legislation and taxation. The haz-
ardsimposed by passive smoking
need to be extensively studied in
the Indian context.

Inrelationto tackling the most
difficult healthissues of our times,
wehavearrived at thecritical junc-
ture. We must now decide which
way to go.

Thethen Chief Minister of SikkimNB
Bhandari sent shock wavesthrough
the Union Capital with his*no seat-
no vote” stand taken publicly on the seat
reservation issue. He eloquently voiced his
demand for the restoration of seatsreserved
for the Sikkimese Nepalese in the State

THE SEAT RESERVATION ISSUE

Political Advisor to the Ghief Minister, BB GOOROONG , provides the introduction
to the issue that has captured the imagination of all Sikkimese...

the leaders, and people often claim them-
selves to be Bhutias or Lepchas or Nepa-
lese, but seldom Sikkimese.”

This analysis is as true today as it was

Assembly, which wastaken away during the
JantaGovernment in 1979. He has said that
if there was no reservation there will be no
electionin Sikkim.

Prime Minister IndiraGandhi had been
soft-peddling the issue since her return to
power. When asked during her Sikkim visit
what the centre was planning to do about
theissue, Mrs Gandhi said, “Thisisavery
complex matter and will have to be studied
in some depth.”

What has hurt the Nepalese in Sikkim,
constituting 75% of the population, is that
while all their 15 reserved seats have been
taken away, the minority Bhutia, Lepcha
tribalswere given 13 reserved seatsinclud-
ing one Sangha seat.

The main Opposition party, the Sikkim
Congress (reduced toonly 2 MLAsin 1979
from 11 in 1974), led by Ram Chandra
Poudyal filed awrit petitionin 1979 which
moved from the Delhi High Court to the
Supreme court for the final verdict.

Poudya had asked the court for astay on
elections to the Assembly till the final hear-
ing of the case. Poudyal, whose Sikkim Con-
gress (R), which fought the 1979 eections
under protest against Bill No. 79 of 1979, kept

theissuedivethrough variouslegal, politica
and other means. The issue remains as sensi-
tivetoday asit wasin 1979 when theBill was
first introduced in the Lok Sabha.

To say brand the various stands on the
issue as “politicaly motivated’” would tanta
mount toignoring thegravity of thesituation.

Underlying the demand for restoration
of seats for Sikkimese Nepalesein theAs-
sembly isthefear that if thisdemand isnot
conceded, even the majority community of
today will one day be reduced to minority
whichiswhen political safeguards guaran-
teed today would come of help. In the ab-
senceof political safeguards, it will only be
amatter of time before the distinct cultural
and historical identity of this section of the
Sikkimese peopleisswamped to extinction.

Thisfear isjustified when oneconsiders
the phenomendl risein the population of Sik-
kim during the past decades. Thisis mainly
due to the sudden influx of outsiders into
Sikkim after the Merger. The popul ation rose
from 2.10 lakhsin 1971 to 3.16 lakhs 1981,
showing arecord increase of about onelakh
in a decade. The population of Sikkim was
gpproximately 60 thousand in 1901 and rose
steadily to about one lakh in 1931. After 30

yearsit reached 1.60 lakh 1961.

From the very beginning of her history,
Sikkim had her own representative form of
government whichinvolved all thethree eth-
nic communities of Sikkim - the Lepchas,
Bhutias, and Nepalese. In later years, provi-
sions were made in the Sikkim Council to
accommodate members from other commu-
nities, such as the plainsmen who had been
residing in Sikkim for quite sometime.

The evolution towards ajust system of a
representative form of government was not
brought about easily. It was not an overnight
achievement, as many would have us to be-
lieve. It took yearsof patient toil, sacrificeand
dedication to build the society that exists to-
day. And yet, what we have today is not afi-
nancia achievement. Democracy, inthefina
analysis, isnot anenditsdlf; itisameanstoa
finer life than we have known so far.

A keen political observer of Sikkimin
60s commented: “ These politicians are still
immature. In general, the political leaders
are motivated by personal ambition... Most
Sikkimese |eaders feel that in order to suc-
ceed they must be either avidly pro-India
or aggressive pro-Sikkimese. The result is
the general absence of the stateideaamong

then. We are till divided on ethnic grounds.
In safeguarding our distinct communal sepa-
rateness’ we have caused unnecessary harm
to ourselves, our community and to the peo-
ple a large. The Bhutia-Lepchas who want
to preserve their culture and traditiona her-
itage are dubbed as anti-nationas; and the
Nepalese who fight for full-fledged democ-
racy and ‘majority rul€’ in Sikkim are sus-
pected to bein league with the* Gorkhaland’
movement in the neighbouring areas.
These development, whether they are
trueor not, areto agreat extent responsible
for the estranged relationship between the
Centre and the State. The need for the hour
isto cast away the existing fear and suspi-
cion from our midst and replaceit with faith
and confidence. Thereisbound to beagive
and take attitude from both the sides, but
the solution to the present crisis must be
brought about in the best interest of the peo-
ple of Sikkim and the country at large.
-to be concluded
Thisarticleis part of the book on the
political history of Skkim commissioned
by the Sate Government as part of its
Sudy Series on Skkim, which the writer
isauthoring along with KR Chakravarthi
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COMBATING

The age of induction into experimenting with “drugs” is
getting lower and incidents of overdose hecoming more
common. Sikkim, it seems, is yet to work out the right
combination to combat this probhlem. Rounding up
“addicts” does not help, since fear cannot cure the
chemical dependence one develops, but ignoring that
the prohlem exists is even more dangerous. The prob-

lem needs to be tackled with the right dose of policing, ™

counselling and awareness. MITA ZULCA with more on
the current situation...

ashant,* was only 21 years old when he died of adrug overdose

ast week. An intelligent and nice kid, he had been hooked on to

Spasmo Proxyvon for the last two years. Prashant had checked
into Kripa, Darjeeling, a de-addiction and rehabilitation centre in an
attempt to kick the habit. But after two months there, he convinced his
parents to take him home. Three months back he visited alocal doctor
here at Gangtok.

“He came once to my clinic. He had been pushing the drug intra-
arterially for the last one year. Theday | saw him, he had an infection,
an abscessin hisfrontal groin. | prescribed some antibiotics and asked
him to come again with his parents but he never showed up,” saysthe
doctor who refuses to be named.

Prashant, like so many others, wasinitiated into drugsby hisfriends.
In the beginning he popped Spasmo Proxyvon tablets. When that stopped
giving him ahigh, hetook to injecting himself intravenously. When he
had completely exhausted his veins, he started injecting into his arter-
ies. Soon he reached a point when he was desperate enough to inject
himself in the groin. That was the point when he visited the doctor.
Nobody can say for sure how Prashant spent the next few months. But
last week he was found dead of overdose in his room.

Drug addiction is reaching mammoth proportions in the state. Al-
though accurate statistics are not available on the number of drug abus-
ers, trends show that it is a problem which isincreasing each day.

Records at counselling ward at the STNM hospital shows nearly a
hundred cases of substance abuse registered in amonth. A large number
of these patients are known to inject Spasmo Proxyvon tablets dissolved
in water. According to doctors this is the most dangerous thing to do.
The tablet does not dissolve properly, sediment start accumulating and
an abscess develops. Blood supply gets blocked and the limb starts
rotting. Thereis no option then but to amputate the limb. STNM hospi-
tal has recorded three cases of such amputations last year.

“Apart from that, the bolus or the undissolved part of the tablet or
capsule can get stuck in avital organ like heart, lungs or brain which
can be life threatening. Also, a heavy dose of the drug will depressthe
respiratory centre and the heart centre of the brain which is lethal,”
says Dr. | L Sharma, Psychiatrist, STNM hospital.

Drug addictionisnolonger something that Sikkim canignore. Younger
and younger children are being initiated into this chamber of horrors. Last
year a10-year-old committed suicide after suffering fromwithdrawal symp-
toms so severe that he would stab himself with acompass.

“Substance abuse is such a huge problem that no agency can han-
dleit just on its own. Everyone has arole to play. From law-keeping
agencies, to parents, to recovering addicts and NGO's,” states Dr.
Sharma. The Sikkim Rehabilitation Centre (SRC) which completesits
first year of operation on June 18 next week has had more than 70
addicts coming in for detoxification.

“There are many more who want to come or need to come but don’t

The 49th Day Kutse Shegu of our beloved father, Late
Mr. Ganden Lama, who left for his heavenly abode on 7
May 2003, falls on 24 June 2003. All friends, relatives
and well wishers are requested to join us in offering
prayers for the departed soul at our residence at Lingdok,
East Sikkim. We would also like to take this opportunity |

to thank all those who extended their help during the hour
of bereavement.

Mrs. Lhaki Bhutia (wife)

Topden & Gaching Bhutia (sons)

Norjila, Dikila & Ninden

Cheden (daughters), Jorden, Chewang & Sonam (son-in-laws)

SUBSTANCE ABUSE

due to many factors. Often the
whole family is in denia. They
don’t want to acknowledge adrug
addict in the family for fear of so-
cial stigma,” says KC Nima,
Project co-ordinator and counsel-
lor, SRC.

Sadly, however, of the 70 or

so who went in for detoxifi-
cation, around 30 have
had relapses.
Why such
ahighrate

of relapse?

“Family support is the most essential factor in the recovery proc-
ess. Often the recovering addict feels alienated from the rest of the so-
called ‘normal’ people. Admission into a rehab is not the end of the
problem. They need psychological support and parental counselling at
every stage,” adds Nima. It is here that support groups like the Hope
Centre can play a crucia role. A place where recovering addicts can
cometogether and share their problemswith fellow recovering addicts.

Regular family meetingshelp in creating mutual understanding and
empathy.

But while drug addiction is abehavioural and psychological prob-
lem and needs more compassionate handling, drug trafficking fallsin
theambit of criminality. The ease with which these addictive substances
can be bought shows that not enough has been done to stem this
problem.

“Asadoctor | want the law to be very strict on traffic and sale
of drugs. Police in plain clothes should visit the chemists where
thedrug isbeing sold openly. More stringent checking needsto be

done on persons and vehicles at the border,” says Dr. Sharma.
Since it is mostly prescription drugs that are being
abused, policing their supply becomes slightly
complicated. The drugs cannot be banned out-
right and even arrests for sale without proper
prescriptions would attract only alight rap on
the knuckles. Peddling is a more serious crime
and that is perhapswhat should be cracked-down
upon rather than rounding up addicts and keep-
ing them in the thana for 24 hours.

Even if one were to see something positive in the
recent spate of crackdown on drug abuse, a possible
silver lining could come in the form of each drug addict
“arrested” in the now common evening raids in the capital,

getting handed over to the counselling centre at the STNM hospital
or the rehab centre for detoxification.

The bottom-line, however, remains that such initiatives from the
outside can meet only with partial success. Addiction isasocial prob-
lem and needs to be dealt at that level with the active involvement of
the society and family.

* some names have been changed

%IHSUI‘&HEE

TION

ALTO
' JUL
. »

ALTO CELE

4

MS BoTox

HURRY

R uyan ‘-“.Tﬂ hefore

19" June 2003
Get Rs. 8,000 casn
DISCOUNT

is. 5,000 worth of aceessories
r FREE on every purchase of
| WAGON R, ZEN & OMNI
\ -+ FREE extended warranty on

’ WAGON R & ZEN

Not Applicable for

ENTEL MOTORS

6TH MILE, TADONG.
PH: 231828, 232341, 232059

ALTO




a4 June 11-17,2003

EQGCUS

GANGTOK: Environmental protection is
not just about tree-plantation drives, stresses
apassionate Dr. B. Sengupta, Member Sec-
retary, Central Pollution Control Board,
Ministry of Environment and Forests, Gov-
ernment of India.

“There is a misconception among peo-
plethat environment conservation endswith
planting trees. No, itsnot. Environment pro-
tection also includes contralling air, water
and noise pollution,” said the doctor, who
wasin Sikkim onatwo-day visit ontheinvi-
tation of the State government, particularly
the Sikkim State Pollution Control Board.

During his stay, Dr. Sengupta assessed
the status of the municipal solid waste, wa-
ter and hospital waste disposal and air pol-
lution situation in the State. He did not re-
turn very pleased.

Sikkim, despite its numerous
legislations, policies and programmes on
environment conservation, ishurtling head-
long into an environmental nightmare be-
cause of rapid urbanisation and inadequate
infrastructureto control such adeluge, feels
Dr. Sengupta who aso identified the areas
that need immediate attention of the con-
cerned authorities. Municipa waste man-
agement tops the list.

“Efficient management of waste is ex-
tremely important. It should be the number
one priority of the government. At present,
solidwastecollectionisbeing carried outina
very limited manner. Most of the solid wastes
arebeing dumped directly into thejhoras ulti-
mately finding their way into therivers. | vis-
ited anumber of jhorasin and around Gang-
tok and found them clogged with solid wastes,
plasticsand polythenebags. Thisistotally un-

Gonservation demystified

Dr.B. Sengupta, Member Secretary, Central Pollution Control Board, was in Sikkim
for a brief, two-tay visit. By the time he left, he had driven home the point that
environmental protection involves more than just tree-plantation drives.

SARIKAH ATREYA reports

acceptable, It requires some urgent joint ac-
tion by the SPCB and the UD&HD to clean
up the mess,” says Dr. Sengupta.

Pointing out that the MoEF has a
scheme, which can be taken up by the
SPCB, for proper segregation and disposal
of domestic wastes, Dr. Sengupta stressed
that all that was required was“ bureaucratic
and political will” to implement it.

Another major problem Sikkim facesis
with sewage management.

“The sewerage system is almost nonex-
istent in the State, including Gangtok. What-
ever waste water treatment is being carried
out in Gangtok is inadequate. The sewage
treatment plant at Adampool isnon-functional
and sewage is entering the jhoras and drain-
ing into theriversand polluting them beyond
comprehension. Studies carried out by the
SPCB show that there is a high level of E-
Coli bacteria presence in the river waters.
Improper sewage management is to blame.
Even water supply pipes pass through the
jhoras here. A small leak in the pipes could
lead to contamination of water with deadly
pathogens. | have warned the Health and

UD&HD secretariesof theheathimplications
posed by such practices and urged them to
come up with alternatives soon,” he detailed.
The doctor even suggested that Sikkim
approach the National River Conservation
Directorate for help since it sponsors many
schemes for sewage treatment. Sikkim, he
reveded, is yet to approach the Ministry
with aproposal in this regard.
Another major areaof concern, feelsDr.
Sengupta, isbiomedical waste management.
“Under a central government directive
of 1989, the SPCB isthe prescribed author-
ity for management of biomedical waste. It
is surprising that not much work is being
doneinthisfield. All hospitalsarerequired
to take authorization from the SPCB to seg-
regate and treat all hospital wastes. The
government hospitalsin the Statearein the
process of setting up incinerators for waste
disposal but that isnot enough. It isashort-
cut method. If not properly used, such in-
cinerators could lead to air pollution. The
hospitals should take up common biomedi-
ca wastetreatment facility programmewith
the assistance of the SPCB,” he suggests.
The growing vehicular population, spe-
cially those running on diesel, on Sikkim

roads also worries Dr. Sengupta. In thisre-
gard, Dr. Senguptasaysthat astudy needsto
be carried out by the scientists at SPCB and
medical specialists to ascertain the level of
air pollution in Gangtok. The concerned au-
thority in-charge of air pollution control
should prepare aroad map that will spell out
by when Sikkim will adopt Euro |1 and Euro
111 norms for vehicles and what fuel quality
improvement and fuel adulteration control
programme they have in the pipeline.

Theincreasein tourist activity hasalso
led to increased pollution of air and water
by hotels, the visiting Member Secretary
points out. While the abundance of natural
beauty isthe USP of Sikkim asatourist des-
tination, the industry is paradoxically con-
tributing to pollution.

“Hotels are coming up everywhere but
not asingle oneis conducting any environ-
ment assessment. Hotels are also not tak-
ing due clearance from the SPCB which is
a mandatory requirement under the Water
Pollution Control Act. By not taking any
precautions, hotels are adding to the water
and pollution problem, especially during the
tourist seasons. Thisissue also needsto be
urgently addressed,” he said.

The State should take up the Eco-city
Project under the Ministry, suggests Dr.
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GCOP GETS
LIFE

a NOW REPORT

GANGTOK: Two yearsafter kill-
ing his estranged wife in a “bru-
tal” stabbing incident at
Baluakhani here, Chandra Sekhar
Subedi, a constable with the Sik-
kimArmed Police[ SAP] wascon-
victed and sentenced tolifeimpris-
onment on June 10, Tuesday.

TheDistrict and Sessions Court
(East and North) at Gangtok passed
the judgment and also imposed a
fine of Rs. 5,000 on the accused
aong with the life sentence.

The Court, in its final order,
recordsthat therewas enough evi-
dence to hold Subedi responsible
for the crime.

In areversa of roles the cop
will now cool hisheelsat the state
jail at Rongyek along with the
dozen or so other policemen al-

ready serving sentences there.

Subedi, was posted as a guard
at the office of theAssistant Direc-
tor, Subsidiary Intelligence Bureau
at Baluakhani when the crimewas
committed on 11 March 2001.

It is learnt that the estranged
wife, Manju, used to receive Rs.
1,500 every month from the con-
stableever sincethey parted ways.
The amount was deducted from
the constable'ssalary. On that fate-
ful day, Subedi’swife had goneto
the guard room at Baluakhani to
collect her dues. When she real-
ised that shewasbeing given less
than what was her due [Rs. 760
against Rs. 1,500] she went into
Subedi’s barrack to demand the
rest. Eyewitness accountsreport-
edly deposed in Court that a
heated argument followed and
ended only after Subedi had fa-
tally stabbed Manju.

Mahindra

Mm X Metallic

Sikkim Motors Makes The Journey More Of a Celebration with

CiftsWorthRs. 5 000%

On Every Purchase

* Conditions Apply

* Attractive Finance Available from MMFSL

Mahindra FEATURES:
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This is for the information of all members of SHRA
that the Tourism Department, Govt. Of Sikkim is
publishing a directory on the Hotels of Sikkim. All
members may kindly volunteer their details to the
office of the Joint Secretary (A&P), Dept. of Tourism.

CAN BE REACHED
AT 270949

sikkimnow@rediffmail.com

Mahindra
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Price Rs. 4,32,950/- ° """5

(ex Showroom)

W Fuel Efficient DI Engine

H Overdrive Gear

B Lowest Turning Circle Radivs as compared
fo any other LCV

B New Aftractive Cabin
H Low NVH for Driving Comfort
N Big Cargo Box for Volumnious Cargo
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from AMITAVA BANERJEE

DARJEELING, June 8, 2003:
Vehemently protesting the Specia
Service Bureau [SSB] firing on a
guide, the tourist guides here are
threatening to close down the
Sandakphu-Phal ut trek route.

The latest development is the
fallout of theincident inwhich, tour-
ist guidesheredlege, that following
anargument with guidesonthenight
of June 5, an SSB personnd fired at
and injured 20-year-old Kiran Rai at
Meghma, 31 kmsfrom Darjedling.

In its defence, the SSB has
claimed that some locals had at-
tacked the SSB camp and tried to
snatch arifle forcing the person-
nel to fire two rounds in self
defense. After the incident, two
other guidesArjun Rai and Gulam
were arrested but were later re-
leased. The Police has thus far

GUIDES THREATEN TO SHUT DOWN TREKKING ROUTE
OUT OF FEAR OF TRIGGER-HAPPY BORDER GUARD

STOP-PRESS: SSB Inspector General, AC Negi, while talking to the
Press here on Tuesday shed some more light on the incident. He con-
tended that the 40-member expedition had one Gul Mohammad Lone
as their cook. Since Lone hailed from Baramullah in J&K, the SSB per-
sonnel called him in for questioning. He in turn instigated the inebriated
guides to confront them In the resultant scuffle, the shots were fired by
accident. Mr. Negi, however, added that the exact details would be known
after the enquiry being conducted by a Deputy Commandant.

backed the SSB version. Kiran Rai injured.
The guides, however, have a Tashi Sherpa  from
completely different story totell.  Maneybhanjyang a colleague of

According to them a few tourist
guides were returning from atrek
along with 40 students from the
KendriyaVidalayawhen ascuffle
broke out when afew SSB person-
nel used the toilet built by the
travel agency. The quarrel
conflagurated to asituation where
the group was fired upon and

Trained to be better
panchayats

aNOW REPORT

GANGTOK: The week-long
training session for gram
panchayat presidents held at the
State Ingtitute of Rural Develop-
ment (SIRD) ended here on the
June 7, last Saturday. 33 GPU
Presidents from al over the state
attended the training.

During the course of theweek,
faculty membersfromtheinstitute
and resource personsfromall line
departments of the State, includ-
ing senior functionaries, held ses-
sions with the participants.

The Secretary RDD also in-

spected the training sessions and
expressad satisfaction withtheman-
ner inwhich it was progressing.
The training programme was
inaugurated by the Minister RDD,
GC Rai, earlier in the week, who
during the course of his speech
talked about the importance and
power delegated to the Gram
Panchayats by the present govern-
ment. The valedictory function of
thefinal day was presided over by
the Adhyaksha (West), RM Rai.
During theinteraction session,
the trainee presidents thanked
SIRD for holding the training,
whichthey stressed would goalong
way in empowering them further.

TUITIONS AVAILABLE

FOR MATHS & PHYSICS

FOR CLASS IX, X, XI & XII

Rai informed that Kiran was the
only earning member of his fam-
ily. Though the doctors had pro-
claimed Kiran out of danger, they

suspected that he could become
lame from the bullet injury.
Countering theallegation, SSB
Inspector General, AC Negi
claimed that “criminals’ tried to
snatch arifle and were fired upon.
Theguides, however, insist that this
could not be an incident of “mis-
taken identity” since the guides
were wearing badges provided by
the State Forest Department.
Sourcesfurther reved statethat
the SSB has dready started nego-
tiationswith Kiran Rai’sfamily and

hasreportedly offered compensation
totheguide' sfamily. A SSB officer
stated that internal investigations
had begun and if found guilty nec-
essary actionwould betaken against
the SSB guard who had fired.
TheAssociation for Protection
of Democrétic Rights (APDR) has
also demanded that action betaken
against the SSB guard and that the
family berightfully compensated.
Incidentally, since the early
months of 2002 the SSB has been
manning the porous Indo-Nepal
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DIRECT ADMISSION IN BANGALORE, DELHI, NAGPUR

1.5.C & C.B.S.E XIl PASSED STUDENTS (ARTS, COMMERCE, PCM, PCB) CON-
TACT FOR SPOT ADMISSION in MBBS/BDS/BSc (in Comp Sc, Bio Tech, Micro
Bio) BBA/BCA/MBA/MCA/MSc (Micro Bio/Bio Tech) under Management Quota (Also
Hotel Management/ BSc. (Nursing)).
+ LOWEST Donation in MBBS* / BDS / BPT
+ NO DONATION in Engineerings.
+ NO DONATION in BCA/ MCA
+ DONATION 20 THOUSAND Onwards in Bio Tech / Bio Chem

* within 7 days in Bangalore, 12 Lakh Package
Salient Features: * Free Prospectus * Post Admission Guidance * Free College Tour
* Sikkimese Hostel Arrangement.
Contact: Admission Co-Ordinator = Mrs. Soma Dey (Wife of Dey Sir) of “Career’s
Counselling”, Tibet Road, Gangtok. Phone: 226510 (R) / 9434153355 (M)
Head Office: 14/1, MG Road, Bangalore, Tele 098440 56308
+ Registration is going on.

authorised
MAHINDRA dealer
6th MILE, TADONG.

= SIKKIM MOTORS
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PH: 270601, 232873, 98320-13065; 94341-26860; 94341-37192

+ We have offices in Calcutta, Siliguri, Gouhati, Agartala, Darjeeling, Alipurduar

The 49th Day Kutse Shegu of our mother, the late Smt.
Kiki Bhutia who passed away on 2nd May, 2003 falls on 19
June 2003. All relatives, friends and well wishers are re-
quested to join us at our residence at Shomoon House, 31
A National Highway and offer prayers for the departed soul.
| take this opportunity to thank all the relatives, friends
and well wishers who stood by us at our bereavement
and regret my inability to thank them individually.

P.T. Gyamtso & family
Member of Parliament

Rajya Sabha

FORSALE

An Indica DLS
[deisel engine],
1999 model,
saphire gold,
special locking
system, AC
Contact:
9294950
94341 37039
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State works on conservation
and sustainable utilisation of

medicinal plants

a NOW REPORT

GANGTOK: A state-level work-
shop on conservation and sustain-
able utilization of medicinal plant
was organised at Forest Depart-
ment conference hall here on June
7, 2003.

The workshop, organised by
Department of Forest, Environ-
ment and Wildlife, Government of
Sikkim and Foundation for Revi-
talization of Local Health Tradi-
tion (FRLHT), aBangal ore-based
NGO, was inaugurated by Forest
Minister, DT Lepcha. The pro-
gramme was also attended by
Member, State Planning Commis-
sion, KC Pradhan, GA Kinhal
from FRLHT, Principal CCF cum
Secretary Forest TR Sharma, del-
egates from various departments
of central and state government,
researchingtitutesand NGOsfrom
various parts of the state.

While talking about various
efforts made by the State Govern-
ment towards sustainable develop-
ment of medicinal plants, theMin-
ister highlighted the constitution
of the State Medicinal Plant
Board, identification of 13 sitesin
different ecological zones, prepa-

a NOW! pic

The recently inaugurated State Biodiversity Park at Tendong, South Sikkim

ration of bio-diversity registersby
panchayats, State biodiversity park
at Tendong, ban on extraction of
medicinal plantsfrom forest areas
for aperiod of 5 yearsfrom 2001.
TheMinister also talked about the
development of bio-villageswhere
composite community bio-centres
could be set up for undertaking
cultivation of medicinal plants
under poly-houses or sheds along
with other income generating ac-
tivities. Community herbal nurs-
eries, home herbal gardens and

medicina plant cultivation as co-
operativefarming has good poten-
tia in the state, he added.

The Workshop was a part of
the programme of finalization of
an action plan for the protection
of medicinal plantsandrevitdiza-
tion of associated local health cul-
tures of Sikkim. The department
had conducted public hearing at 15
places al around the state to get
the views of the public on conser-
vation and protection of medici-
nal plants.

R. KHAN
Manager

ORIENTAL BANK
o | OF COMMERCE

( A Government of India undertaking)

we proudly announce the OPENING

of our branch at

Paljor Stadium Road,
Opposite of SNT Bus Stand,
Gangtok, Sikkim
on 12.06.2003 at 9 AM

to be inaugurated by
The Executive Director of the Bank

Mr. V. K. Chopra
“ All are cordially invited ’

J. P. DUA

Deputy General Manager
Eastern Region, Kolkata

YR AIMAIL

CHAWONG PHAMTAM
A Model Village

ignored

Qawong Phamtam, amodel village, 33 kms away from the capital
nder Kabi Tingda constituency (N) shows the real figure of neg-
ligence by the State Council of Science & Technology for Sikkim.

A brief account of its woes reads as under:

To commemorate the 50th year of India’s Independence, the Govt
of India declared 50 backward villages as Model Villages. Chawong
Phamtam was the one.

In thefirst phase of the survey in the late nineties, implementation
of multi-projectsto substantiate the socioeconomic devel opment of the
villagewith the application of Scienceand Technologica inputs, funded
by the Science and Society Division, Ministry of Scienceand Technol-
ogy Govt of Sikkim, was assured. These projectsincluded thosein col-
laboration with HESCO-DEHRADUN (WATER MILLS); SULLAB-
DELHI (International Low Cost Sanitation); RRL-ORISSA (Improved
Smokeless Chulas& Cardamom curing house); ASTRA-BANGALORE
(Application of science and technology in rura areas); PICCO-NE-
PAL (Hydel-in collaboration with Krishna Grillsand engineering works
Biratnagar); BAMBOO SHOOT CANNING: MY SORE (In collabo-
ration with Indian Institute of Food Technology); AH& VH (Livestock
development); Adult Education; Health; Agriculture etc.

Started with much fanfare, the model village project |ooks desolate
today with most projects abandoned or half-finished.

Why?

Saldong Barfungpa, Chawong Busty

The State Council for Science
& Technology responds

he official looking after the Chawong Phamtam project informs

NOW! that he took charge of the project only in January thisyear.
Since then, he maintains he has been working hard on the project and has
also asked for an extension on the initiatives undertaken there. He con-
tended that the project has been implemented properly and invites the
complainant to visit the area and see things for himself and has added
that the department isready to clarify any grievances of the complainant.

According to him, the ASTRA-BANGAL ORE project has already
been installed and is functional since the year 2000. Materials for the
HESCO-DEHRADUN project have now reached the department and
this would be completed by July. Regarding the SULABH-DELHI
project, engineersfrom Del hi would be coming by theend of thismonth
for construction of SULABH toiletsin the school there. Talking about
the RLL-ORISSA project he said that one Cardamom Curing House
has al so been aready constructed. The PICCO-NEPAL PROJECT will
also start soon now that the necessary material has arrived. Even adult
education has been started he added.

Regarding community health, the officer told NOW! that the de-
partment has been organising health awareness programmesin collabo-
ration with Phodong PHC. He further said that the department had re-
quested the Panchayat to identify trained birth attendants for proper
training with the CMO of Mangan. Regarding Bamboo shoot canning
the officer said that a building is under construction.

The officer also revealed that the Council has undertaken projects
at Chawong Phamtam which had earlier not even been included in the
proposal.

Everyone's got complaints and the best thing about a democracy is that these com-
plaints can be voiced. “Action Mail,” is a platform where the public mails us their
grievances and we get them the replies from the concerned authorities. If you too
have a problem that needs redressal, just mail your complaint to us at NOW! Gairi
Gaon, Tadong, Gangtok, East Sikkim or email us at sikkimnow@ rediffmail.com.

OLD PAULITE ASSOCIATION
= SIKKIM CHAPTER - GANGTOK.

Notice is hereby given that the Annual General Meeting of
the OPA will be held on 12 June 2003, Thursday at Hotel
Dew Pond, PS Road [ Ph: 223435] at 5 PM.

AGENDA:
.To confirm the minutes of the last meeting.
. Review the working of the Association.
. Discuss and finalise the programme for ‘Futta 2003’ to be
held on 21 June 2003.
All members are kindly requested to attend the meeting on
time.

General Secretary
OPA - Skm Chapter




Loden Gyatso Lepcha was
denied “English-medium”
education during his
formative years hecause he
lived in remote Dzongu and
the nearest such school was
heyond the economic means
of his parents. Through the
years he learnt that
“knowledge was power” and
accessibility more important
than money to attain this
power. He decided that the
chance that he did not get
would be available for the
next generation. With scarce
resources and ample
dedication, he started Mayal
Lvang Academy. Dzongu's only
English-medium private
school. SARIKAH ATREYA
profiles this noble initiative...

PASSINGDANG, DZONGU:
ccessibility, more than economic
A status decides the education one
gets. While poverty, low educa
tional status of parents and occupational
pressures contribute to keeping a child
away from school, more oftenitisthere-
moteness of their dwelling place which
denies them a chance at good education.
No where in Sikkim is this more appar-
ent than in the Lepcha heartland of
Dzongu in North Sikkim. Due to its low
population density and inaccessible ter-
rain, North Sikkim has the lowest con-
centration of Schools. In 1998-99, hardly
10 percent of pre-primary schools were
located here. Until a few years ago, the
children of Dzongu, especialy thosefrom
economically backward families, could
hardly avail of basic primary education,
chances of an English-medium education
were even rarer.

But al this has changed now, thanks
tothe dreamsand persistent efforts of one
young man, who realized thevalue of for-
mal education at a very young age and
opened the only English-medium primary
school in Dzongu at Passingdang.

Meet Loden Gyatso Lepchawho set
up the Mayel Lyang Academy at
Passingdang, a sleepy village in Dzongu
in1998. Thisistheonly English-medium
primary school intheregion following the
ICSE syllabus.

“When| wassmall, | wanted to study
in an English-medium school but my par-
ents could not afford to send me to one.
The fact that | was denied education in
an English-medium school due to eco-
nomic reasons was deeply embedded in
my mind. Therewere many likemeinthe
area who could not avail of this facility
due to the same reasons. | did not want
thefuture generationsto be deprived like
us. | wanted to do something to change
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this,” explains Loden.

Not one to wait for someone else to do
something, the 27-year-old took mattersin
his own hands and decided Passingdang
needed an English-medium school and set
out to establish one. Without waiting for the
logistics or financial backing to fall into
place, Mayel Lyang Academy was born in
asmall roomin Loden’s own house.

Soon, families from the village started
to send their children to his school and
within a year, the small room could no
longer accommodate the students. Loden
then took asmall patch of family land near
by and with limited resources, extended his
Mayal Lyang Academy into a three-room
structure.

The School building is made up of
thatched walls, mud floor with the only mod-
ern material used being the Gl sheets on
theroof! Despite this, the School now runs
classes from Nursery to Class |1l and has
46 students from all over Dzongu.

What sets the school apart from other
private enterprises
is that it has been
providing free edu-
cation and residen-
tial facilitiestoim-
poverished chil-
dren from the area
since its inception.
Loden and hiswife

The humble facade of the alma-mater hides an initiative that is both noble
and brave. Students of Mayel Lyang Academy pose outside their school
[above]. The couple behind the intiative, Loden Gyatso Lepcha and his

wife at the school campus.

share their home with children who cannot
otherwise afford to go to schools.

It al began when L oden met avery poor
family from anearby village.

“1 had gone to this remote village and
met a very poor family who could not af-
ford to send their son to school,” recounts
Loden. “I sought the permission of his par-
ents and brought the boy with me and ad-
mitted himto Mayel Lyang. Theboy stayed
with me as part of the family.”

Very soon, Loden starting bringing
home such underprivileged kids from the
nearby villages and took care of their edu-
cational needs.

“The only way to ensure that these chil-
drenreceived at |east aprimary educationwas
to bring them here and put them under our
care. So the hostel was necessary,” he says.

Within a short span of time, Loden’s
house was accommodating more than ten
kids, which served both as their homes as
well asahostel. Thereare now 14 kids stay-
ing with the family, the youngest being a
six-year old and the oldest one, a 12 year
old girl, who now goes to the government
high school in the village.

Despite severefinancial crunchandlim-
ited resources, Loden and his family pro-
videthe children under their care with eve-
rything from their educational needs, to
nutrition, to clothing, to emotional bonding.
There are also regular paying day-scholars
in the school.

“Knowledgeis
power,” says
Loden, whichisin-
cidentally also the
school’s motto.
Having redlized at
a very young age
that one needed a

good educational foundation to get any-
where in this age of cut-throat competi-
tion, Loden ismaking surethat kidsfrom
his community are not deprived of the
samein their precious learning years.

Thestudentsaretaught all regular sub-
jectswith special emphasison Lepchalan-
guage and literature, which istaught from
theKindergartenlevel onwards. Infact, the
school anthem isbased on aLepchapoem
by Dorjee Wangdi Lepcha, ateacher at the
TNSS school in Gangtok.

There are six teachers in the school
with Loden’s cousin, Pema Rinzing, as
the principal. The staff salaries and all
other expenses are somehow met by the
school management from their own re-
sources. There is no government fund-
ing as yet and the only outside aid the
school receives is a monthly assistance
of Rs. 2,000 from the Human Develop-
ment Foundation that augments the re-
sources to some extent.

Thislow-profile Lepchafamily’sef-
forts have not been in vain. While it is
certainly difficult to make endsmeet with
just 46 students, there have been numer-
ous rewards in the form of its students
excelling in studiesand grateful parents.
Two former students are now studying
at the prestigious Tashi Namgyal Acad-
emy while others are performing well at
various government schools.

The process of realising his dream of
making sure that children from his com-
munity have access to modern education
has been a very difficult one for Loden.
His dogged determination has seen him
through and provesthat one does not need
vast resources and capital to make a dif-
ference. Such efforts deserve accolades
from the society and the government.
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THERAPEUTIC TOURISM DEBUTS WITH CONNEMARA

aNOW! REPORT

RUMTEK: Connemara Sikkim,
aunique centre for health and fit-
ness opened its innings recently
when a group of foreign tourists
checked in for the “Connemara
Week” - five days of relaxing
therapy in the midst of nature.

Run by Karma Doma and
HelenaLund, the center islocated
at Shambhala Resort, Rumtek.
The duo have trained at the well
known “Connemara Institute” in
Sweden.

At the Connemara Centre,
here at Rumtek, they offer various
kinds of energy-enhancing treat-
ments to rejuvenate your body,
mind and soul.

“We want to provide holistic
body and soul care. We chosethis
place because there is so much
natural beauty around. It'sanideal
place to de-stress and optimize
your energy level,” says Karma.

To help one revitalise, they
offer many options. From Aroma
Therapy (luxury therapy with es-
sential oils), to Kinesology (to
optimizeyour skeleton) totheclas-

POETRY IN MOTION: Qi Gong practise in progress

sical Swedish massage (to release
tensed muscles both at the physi-
cal and mental level). Butitis Qi
Gong, an ancient system of physi-
cal training and philosophy based
on traditional Chinese medicine

that forms the core of therapy.
“When Qi or energy flowsin
adynamic and harmonious stream
in our body we feel healthy and
invigorated both mentally and
physically. Iliness results only

when the energy flow is blocked
or inhibited,” ex-
plains Helena.
What the
“ConnemaraWeek”
offers is an opportunity
to break-down blockages and
restore the balance to make us
more energetic and fit. A fact
vouched by therecent visitorswho
\ completed the course.
“I have hed five daysof won-
derful experiences. The under-
standing and hard work put in
by the two girlsis amazing. |
am positivethat theexperience
will changemy lifefromme-
diocrity to happiness,” says
Norma Warner from the
USof A.
) Equally enthused
isllsaEasson, avisi-
tor from Turkey. “For meit was a
lifesaving experience. No western
medical treatment could helpmeas
they treated only the symptoms.
Helena and Karma went to the
source of ailment, cured it and in
the process set many thingsstraight
which hadlost balanceinthe course
of my life,” shetellsus.
The Connemara Energy Con-
cept requiresonetorelax, becam

A WEEK TO DE-STRESS

and away from distractions, so that
you are free to train with your vi-
tal energy. The centre at
Shambhala provides the perfect
backdrop for thiskind of therapy.

A unit of Shambhala Resorts,
the center can house up to four
people at a time with provisions
for a larger group to stay at the
resort itself. All costsareinclusive
of food and lodging.

“We cook the food ourselves
to ensure hygiene and nutritive
value. We serve only vegetarian
food with lots of saladsand health
drinks,” says Karma.

Thecentreistheonly oneout-
side Sweden to have been
franchised “The Connemara En-
ergy Concept”. It is an advantage
that could well work initsfavour.

“I know that thiswill become
acentreof light and healing in Sik-
kim. I will return to South Africa
with more light, having released
so many of my deep blockagesin
this unique environment,” says
Lorraine Forbes.

“Connemara Sikkim” seems
to have taken off in right earnest.
Infutureit hasthe potential to be-
come a major tourist destination
for those looking to de-stress and
regaintheir energy levels. Therapy
in the hills. Sounds like a good
combination.

A Site Engineer for
projects outside
Gangtok.
Qualification:
fresh graduate / graduate.
Contact:
panarchitecture@hotmail.com
Ring: 284408 &
9434067628

aunny Environment Day at Tashiding

a NOW REPORT

TASHIDING: World Environ-
ment Day, June 5, was observed
with great pomp and grandeur by
the students and teachers of
Tashiding Senior Secondary
School, West Sikkim.

The occasion was graced by

the Tashiding Gram Panchayat
members, officials of the Forest
Department, hospital staff and
some guardians. Theday also saw
the formation of an Eco-Club at
the school.

Nature too, perhaps realising
that the day was special, parted the
clouds and offered a bright and
sunny day, rarity in the overcast

weather that West Sikkim has at
present. The setting was perfect
for the rally taken out by the stu-
dentswith placardsand bannerson
theneed for environmental conser-
vation.

Poetry recitations followed
and then it was time for a planta-
tion drive of some 250 saplingsin
and around the school campus.
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This week, try out the different lures of Mango,
the king of fruits at our Mango Festival
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Vajra Guru
recitations at
Rumtek

RUMTEK: Recitation of onebil-
lion Vajra Guru Mantras begins
here at the Dharma Chakra Cen-
treon June 14. This, the chairman,
Lhengay Administrative Council,
Tshurpu Labrang, informs, follows
the directions of the XVIIth
Gyalwa Karmapa Ogyen Trinley
Dorjee.

A 2-day Tsechu ritual lama
dancewasalso held on July 9 and
10. On the June 11, Gyaltsab
Rinpoche initiated the Vajra
Crown ceremony and long life
Kawang (Initiation).

Env Day around
Sikkim

SANG: World Environment Day
was observed here at the Sang
Senior Secondary School premises
on June 5. A raly from Sang ba-
zar till Mashawas al so organised,
followed by poetry recitation by
students. A plantation drive was
also held later.

Similarly, in Marchak, Lower
Tintek, Environment Day festivi-
tieswere organised by the Sirijana
Club a plantation drive on either
sidesof theroad from NHPC dam-
site to Marchak and at the
Marchak primary school campus.
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Sengupta. Under this project, model municipal and biomedical waste
treatment facilities can be created, heritage and historical sites identi-
fied and conservation plans carried out.

“Namchi is a good candidate for this project. The SPCB should
prepare adetailed project report and submit it to the Ministry for fund-
ing,” he adds.

TheMember Secretary also highlighted areaswhere the SPCB could
improve. The Board has been set up by the State government under the
Department of Forests, but its efficiency ishampered by the acute short-
age of technically-qualified manpower.

During his stay, Dr. Sengupta kept a hectic schedule and met the
Chief Minister, Pawan Chamling, the Chief Secretary and ministers of
Forest, UD&HD, and Health and updated them on the various environ-
ment issues that demanded immediate attention of the State government.

“I had wide-ranging discussions with the CM and the concerned
ministers. All of them gave me apatient hearing. Mr. Chamling under-
stood the environmental concerns and has assured all possible support.
Sikkim is being projected as a eco-friendly State with the ‘ greenest

TRAINING OPPORTUNITY

Applications are invited from interested candidates to undergo crafts-
men training at different field institutions of the Directorate General of
Employment and Training (DGE&T), Ministry of Labour, Government of
India under the scheme of ‘Establishment of New Industrial Training In-
stitute in North Eastern States and Sikkim.” The Training Courses offered
and the requisite criteria for application by the candidates are mentioned
below:

The Selected candidates shall be eligible for TA (one time to and fro
fare by sleeper second class and a bus fare as applicable) and stipend @
Rs. 500/- per month per trainee. The trainees are also exempted from
payment of tuition fees and hostel rent.

Candidates desirous of undergoing training in any one of the various
courses mentioned below may apply to the Director, Technical Education,
Govt. of Sikkim, Tashiling, Gangtok. The last date for receipt of applica-
tions is 21st June 2003. The application must be supported by attested
copies of the following documents:-

(i) Educational qualification certificate.

(i) Certificate of Identification as proof of being a local and

(i) Employment card.

CM’ inthe country it is therefore imperative that environment conser- | | SI. No.| Details of Courses Training Eligibility Conditions
vation in the truest sense be top priority here,” Dr. Sengupta said. 1. Computer Operator & Programming | 1 Y. 12th Class passes under 10+2 system
Ashe left, Dr. Sengupta parted with a special word of advice: “ Sik- Assistant or Dip. In Engineering from any polytech
kim is an eco-fragile area with great tourism potential. We do not want -nic of 3 years duration after 10th class.
what has happened in Darjedling to be repeated here. | urgethe Sikkim | | 2. Desk Top Publishing Operator 1Vr. 12th class passed under 10+2 System or its
government and the people, particularly thosein Gangtok to take all pre- equivalent. Typing speed of 30 wpm in
cautionary steps to protect the environment beforeit istoo late.” English
3. Instrument Mechanic 2Yrs. Passed 10th Class examination under 10+
n ! 2 system of education with science as one
of the subjects or equivalent.
4. Stenography (English) 1Yr. Passed matriculation examination with
c 2 s e kk e English as cognate subject or it's equivalent
0 n n e m ara l l m or 10th class under 10+2 system with
is looking for young girls and boys for training in Aroma English as cognate subject.
Therapy, Kinesology, Swedish Massage and Swimming 5. Secretarial Practice 1Yr. Passed matriculation examination with
Dragon Qi Gong. English as cognate subject or it's equivalent
Those interested may contact: or passed 1oth Class under 10+2 system
Karma or Helena at with English as cognate subject.
9832054928 & 9434012239 6. Cutting & Sewing 1Yr. Passed 8th Standard or its equivalent.
7. Information Technology & Electronics 2 Yrs. Passed in 10th CLass examination under
System maintenance 10+2 system of education with minimum
EM P LOYM E N T 60% marks in Maths & Science put together
Desirable: 12th Class with Math & Physics.
WALK IN INTERVIEW for the following purely technical posts 8. Architectural Draughtsman 3Yrs. Passed 12th Class examination under 10+2
for the extra mural b|omed|c§1Ilresearch{prqects‘ ( Popylanon Bas_ed system of education with Science & Maths
Cancer Registry and Morbidity Surveillance) involving extensive . " .
field activities will be held on 18 June 2003 at 10:30 AM in the — as cognate subjects or it's equivalent.
Library of the STNM Hospital, Gangtok. 9. Hair & Skin Care 1Y Passed matriculation examination with
1. Senior Research Fellow - 2 Posts Hygiene and Physiology or Biology as
Salary Rs. 9,500 PM Consolidated + HRA as admissible as per rules. Elective subject or 10th class under 10+2
Qualification - Essential - MBBS from a recognised university and duly regis- system with Hygiene and Physiology or
tered under Indian Medical Council. Biology as elective subject or equivalent.
Desirable - MD Medicine or Community Medicine / one year field experience. 10. | Electronic Mechanic 1Y Passed 10th class examination under 10+2
2 ';i;': '";2529932‘3’;'\;' BCE::;SIidated system of education or equivalent
Qual%cation’— Essential - B Sc in Biological Sciences / Statistics & MPW or . Electrician 2Yrs. Passed 10th Clags examination under 10+2
similar training under State Health Department. system of education.

Desirable - One year Field Experience and working experience in computers.

Statistician - 1 Post

Salary Rs. 9,600 PM Consolidated.

Qualification - Essential - MSc in Statistics.

Desirable - One year Field Experience and working experience in computers.

Computer Operator / Programmer - 1 Post

Salary Rs. 9,600 PM Consolidated.

Qualification - Graduate with Diploma in Computer Applications with adequate
experience / knowledge of data entry work.

Desirable - O Level Certificate from DOEACC

Social Investigator - 2 Post

Salary Rs. 6,705 PM Consolidated.

Qualification - MA in Sociology / MSW or Graduate with 2 Years diploma in
Social work.

Desirable - Working Knowledge of Computers.

@ Preference will be given to local candidates

@ These posts are purely temporary

@ Age should be below 35 years for all the above posts

Interested candidates may appear for the interview for the posts on the date, time
and venue mentioned. Candidates will have to produce all certificates and testi-
monials in original in support of their qualification and experience at the time of
interview.

No TA/ DA will be admissible for attending the interview.

»

>
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Director of Technical Education
Education Department

Release order No: 35/IPR/03-04. Dt:06.06.03 Govt. of Sikkim, Gangtok

GET SPOT ADMISSION IN BANGALORE & DELHI from GANGTOK

C.B.S.E., 1.5.C. CLASS XII OR GRADUATE PASSED STUDENTS DON'T DELAY
OR YOU MAY NOT GET YOUR SEAT FOR HIGHER STUDIES. GET REGISTRA-
TION IN HAND WITHIN 10 DAYS FROM YOUR HOME TOWN. YOU NEED NOT
GO TO BANGALORE OR DELHI FOR ADMISSION.

PHYSIOTH m

L] B.C.A.BB.M.
ation D Jonation
SPECIAL OFFER: REGISTRATION IS GOING ON FOR BIO-TECH, B.C.A., MICRO-BIO IN REPUTED COLLEGE
IN BANGALORE. YEARLY FEES ONLY 30 THOUSAND. CONTACT WITHIN SEVEN DAYS.

Contact Admission Coordinator - Mrs. Dey (wife of Dey Sir)

Tibet Road, Gangtok (Opp. Election Office)
Tele - 226510 (Res.) OR 94341-53355 (Moh.)
OR PRADIP KUMAR, Rumtek. Ph: 252225

* Conditions Apply
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RECAERS KNIV

Funds limit Sikkim’s claim to more mountaineers

by TINA RAI

GANGTOK: Sikkim has pro-
duced famous mountaineers like
Sonam Gyatso, Phu Dorjee, and
Sonam Wangyal in the past. The
crop of mountaineersof note, save
the recent Everest summitteer,
Nadre Sherpa, seemsto havedried
up. NOW! met GT Bhutia, Prin-
cipal, Sonam Gyatso Mountain-
eering Ingtitute (SGM ) to ask why
the state was not producing fresh
talent in thisfield.

Mr. Bhutia admitted that Sik-
kim has many prospective moun-
taineers. His Institute alone has
trained 500 boys and girls on ba-
sic and advanced mountaineering.
However, the Principal admitted
that these kids did not pursue
mountaineering further sincetheir
are not enough jobs available lo-
caly for them and also because

mountaineering is an expensive
passion in the absence of sponsors.

What further limits their
progressisthelack of enough ex-
peditions to hone the skills on.

“The only way out is that the
state government provide some
funds to mountaineering associa-
tions so that they can send these
young men and women on expe-
ditions,” he said.

Mr. Bhutiafurther maintained
that most people pursue mountain-
eering asjust ahobby, for it to be
taken up as a profession, one has
to arm himself with successful
climbs on major peaks. These can
happen only when thelocal moun-
taineering association sponsors
expeditions. Experience on real
mountai ns makes one asought af -
ter professional, he said.

Despite Sikkim’s obvious
natural talent for climbing moun-
tains, SGMI has just not under-
taken enough major expeditions

~ O~ ‘

Entry Fees: Rs.1,500/-

LATE LIBING CHUM
SONAM WANGMO

MEMORIAL CRICKET TOURNAMENT 2003
being held at Rangpo from16th June

The Winning Amount: Rs. 15,000/-
The Runners’ Up: Rs. 7,000/-

] JAGDAMBA TRADERS
‘ % SIKKIM CRICKET ASSOCIATION OFFICE,

Forms are availabe at:
MG Marg (Gangtok)

Nam Nang (Gangtok)

For Details Contact:
RABDEN

@ 98320 13599 / 13346
and Amrit

@ 94341 43777

for want of funds. Its instructor,
Nadre Sherpa recently climbed
Mt. Everest, but as a member of
the Darjeeling-based Himalayan
Mountaineering Institute team. To
date, SGMI has undertaken 30

-
OWN A FLAT BY INVESTING JUST
Rs. 41,000

Located beautifully amongst the lush green surroundings of
Siliguri City with
® Children Park ® Community Hall ® Driveway
® Street Lights ® Departmental Store

expeditions, the most notable of
which are the ones to

at SWASTIK APARTMENT

Salugara Bazar, Sevoke Road, Siliguri.

Khangchendzonga, Siniolchu,

) o Head Office. SWASTIK BUILDERS .
Pandim, Khanchengyao within st Floor, Hotel Vinayak Bullding, Hill Cart Road g
Sikkim and Hathi Parbet, Shiving, Siliuri. Ph: 2520870 (0) / 2642450 (R) / 98320 64114 (M) &
Khanglachaand Nun outside Sik- | GANGTOK:  Mr. SWASTIK S. MAHARANA

* Conditi

kim. It needs to boast of more. Ph: 271075 (R) 98320 97317 (M)

@ PEPSI o

Drangehu Bruerages
ANNOUNCES
“Under The Crown Scheme”
(for the state of Sikkim only)

FROM 15™ MAY TO 14™ JULY ‘03’
Check the inside of the crown
There may be a surprise

waiting for you...
1st Prize TRIP TO BANGKOK FOR TWO / CASH IN LIEU
2nd Prize REFRIGERATOR GODREJ (220L)
3rd Prize MOBILE PHONE with GSM

And over 5000 Consolation Prizes
Caps, Key Chains, T-Shirts, Wall Clocks, Badges,
Coasters, Pens, Pencil Bags, Shopping Bags, School Bags
and Many Bottles of Free Liquid

( For Detaily Contact Younr Local Distribatons / DA’«MZ)

P
w’'€

Applicable for 300ML PEPSI, MIRINDA and 7UP only
These products are available without this scheme offer also

yeh Dil maange m

only at:

silver)

COMPAQ PRESARIO S3323u

3 L1 Cache - 128K, L2 - 256 KB Full Speed Fache

(3 128 MB PC2100 DDR SDRAM - 2 DIMM Slots (Max
Upgrade- 2 GB)

03 40 GB Ultra DMA ATA 100 Hard Drive

3 48X CD ROM Drive b

3 56 Kbps ITU V.92 Data / Fax Modem

(3 Integrated AC97 CODEC - Realtek ALC201

(3 JBL Platinum Speakers with Digital Audio Port

3 MV5500 (15") - Digital Color Monitor (Two Tone Carbon /

hp photaREt 3 colour layaring techaclogy
up to 1200 = 600 optimised dpi”
up te 8 ppm [black)
up te & ppm [colour)
350 pages manthly cutput

BER En{' MG Marg Gangtok, Sikkim Ph: 255116 / 228849

Published by Lt. Col. (retd) P. Dorjee and printed at Choice International, Daragaon. Editor: Pema Wangchuk. Now! Near Ayurvedic Clinic, Gairi Gaon, Tadong. East Sikkim. ph: 03592 270949 email: sikkimnow@rediffmail.com




