NEGLIGENCE AT MANIPAL - THE PINKY SINGH CASE|
COMPENSATION HAS TO BE

COMMENSURATE WITH EARNING
CAPACITY: MANIPAL

SBlcar (1)
LOAN
the most convenient option

0 Sanction & Disbursement
in 1 day

O Lowest interest rate at 9%

O No prepayment charges

O No processing charge

O Loan up to 90%

O Free accidental death
insurance of the borrower

O Repayment up to 84
months

I
contact PT Bhutia 98320 35786
or Chettri 94340 12824
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LAST DATE - 21ST JUNE, 2004

HEAVY DISGOUNT SALE!

Leather Bags,
Jacket, Belt,
Shoes, animals
and many more
items available
Venue:

Top Floor, Super Market

Opp. Denzong Hall
Gangtok

SUBASH RAI

GANGTOK, 19 June: The Ad-
mission Committee of Sikkim
Government College, Tadong, is
close to panic mode. With exist-
ing facilities capable of accom-
modating only 980 students, the
SGC management is at its wits
end on how to short-list themore
than 1,800 students who have
collected admission forms for
academic session 2004-05 from
thecollege. So heavy wastherush
for admissionsat the collegethat
the management had to extend
thelast date by one more day to
20 June, Sunday.

The rush at the SGC gates is
interesting. It appears that almost

80 per cent of the studentswho took
the class X1l exams from Sikkim
are seeking admission here. Of
course, some of the 1,800 could be
students from outside seeking ad-
mission here. Unconfirmed figures
for Sikkim suggest that around
2300 students passed out from class
Xl thisyear.

ADMISSION WORRIES AT SGC

SGC HAS CAPACITY TO ADJUS'I' BARELY HAI.F THE ADMISSION SEEKERS

Students lined up at SGC, Tadong to submit their admission forms on 19 June, the last
date to do so. So heavy was the rush that the last date was extended to Sunday.

The college, as mentioned ear-  streamsof Humanities, Scienceand
lier, has atotal capacity [inall three  Commerce] to accommodate around

980 students divided in itsmorning
and day shifts. Of this, the Humani-
ties section has 640 seats, Science
240 and Commerce, which hasonly
morning shift, 120 sets. If day shifts
were started for Commerce too, an
additional 80 students could be ac-
commodated, it islearnt.

Theproblemisdefinitely acute.
But why isit so?

Speaking to NOW!, Dr. MP
Kharel, Convenor of theAdmission
Committee said, “We have submit-
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KAZI TERMS BURNING
OF VEHICLE A
“TERRORIST ACT”

a NOW REPORT

GANGTOK, 19 June: SPCC [I]
general secretary, pressand media,
Jigme Kazi, today termed the
torching of hisvehicle onthenight
of 14 Juneasa“terrorist act” aimed
at harming him and his family. Mr.

Kazi has a'so expressed his regret
over thefailure of themediato con-
demn the incident.

“We were lucky that there was
no more damage than that done to
thejeep,” he says.

He further reveals that the par-
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GANGTOK

Foar Expo

SIKKIM BIGGEST EXHIBITION

004

Biggest Sale

Hec:w Discount

BAZAAR [EVEORY

Any Item Rs. 90 to Rs. 150
Gift Items, Crockery & Other
Attractive Goods!

HOTEL BAYUL, MG MARG, GANGTOK

Participant : Khadi Gram Udyog Dimple Home Appliences, Gujrat Handloom & “Handicraft,
Handlooms from Panipat, Wooden furniture from Saha-ranpure, Sofa-cum-bed (Kol), Leather Goods
(Kol), Iron Furniture (Delhi}, S. K. Phrama (Pain relife Oil), Imported Dining Table Glass Wear, Redian
Enterprises{Office File, Bag, Newest Album and many more200 products), Vinayak
Agencies{Almunium Ledder)and many more 500 products in this Expo)

Date : 21st May to 20th JuneZene : White Hall, Gangtok

Org. by : North East Consumer Expo

Phone : 0361~ 2226824, Cell : 98640-21222, 13024
SILIGURI CONTACT NO. - 2433702, 2538283, 98320-68530, 68529
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FIRST WITH THE NEWS

The near panic among the admission committee members of the
Sikkim Government College, Tadong, is understandable. Going
through some 1800 admission forms when they know they can ac-
commodate barely half is a heart-wrenching [and also tedious] job.
Most students who opt for Gangtok to pursue higher education have
their reasons. Some might not be able to afford further studies else-
where, some might not have the marks for it and some might have
personal reasons which keep them here. All should thus be right-
fully accommodated here. But they can’t. And the admission com-
mittee, because it is made up of the faculty, of lecturers and profes-
sors who have chosen teaching as their profession, are justified if
they get vocal about the administrative lethargy which forces them
to deny education to willing students. The college management might
have been caught off-guard with the deluge of admission seekers,
but the Education Department has no reason to defend the admis-
sion crisis that is brewing here. The department, after all, knew fully
well that more than 2,000 students would be seeking admission
when the State has capacity for barely 1200 in its degree colleges.
Shouldn’t the Department have made arrangements in advance in
anticipation of this rush?

While there is no denying the fact that the Department has to
shoulder the blame if students go through the year without a college
to go to, the students are also responsible to some extent. There are
many polytechnic institutes in the State now and also other options to
pursue after class XII. A college degree is not something that every-
one has to procure unless it is competitive exams and further aca-
demic pursuit that a students plans for the future. For such students,
their marks should be good enough to gain them admission any-
where. It is the rest of the lot that needs to find its aptitude in fields
other than the academia to pursue and hone. Acquiring job skills
would hold them in better stead than less than average marks in
graduation or losing years pursuing that degree which will still be no
guarantee of employment later. Here again the Department has failed
the students. There is very little that happens in schools in Sikkim by
way of career counselling. This is necessary in the present times of
parched job markets. The Department has also failed in advertising
the other options available to those passing out of schools to choose
from. These options don't only need to be advertised, but also pro-
moted well in school campuses, so that students can at least make a
more informed decision later. Most will, however, still opt for a degree
course which is why something needs to be done about the intake
capacity of the colleges here.

Sikkim Snow Toad, World's
Highest Amphibian?

USHA LACHUNGPA

eliveinthe Himaayas,
the highest mountains
of the world. Our

crowning glory isthe cold desert of
Tso Lhamo, a part of the Tibetan
plateau in Sikkim. This area of the
“Lake of the Lady” is our share of
the “Roof of theWorld”. The entire
plateau, with its lakes is the main
watershed of our lifeling, river Tista
Itisso eco-fragile; any small distur-
bance can causeirreversibledamage
to the ecosystem and could threaten
our very survival. It has now given
us one more feather in our cap, one
moreinsight into its mystery.

One of the most unique wilder-
nessareas and hauntingly beautiful,
our plateauisroamed by at least four
speciesglobally threatened with ex-
tinction, like Snow Leopard, Nayan
or the Great Tibetan Sheep, Black-
necked Craneand Lesser Kestrel. In
addition to these, al the wildlife
found here is so endangered that
they are protected under the Indian
Wildlife [Protection] Act.

TheForest Department haslong
been documenting the bio-diversity
of this cold desert and trans-
Himalayan part of Sikkim. How-
ever over the last three years we
intensified surveysthrough the Al-
pine Grassland Ecology Project
with the Bombay Natural History
Society. We documented much of
the major wildlife as well as the
migratory birds stopping over to
rest on the great lakes of Gyam
Tsona, Gurudongmar Tso and Tso
Lhamo as well as the wetlands of
the Lhonak and Lashar Valleys.

Every visit wasfraught with antici-
pation and almost always yielded
some new record, some exciting
finding. Migratory birds called
Avocetswith their bluelegs, Com-
mon Stonechats on passage, Kiang
or Tibetan Wild Asses with foals,
Horned Lark eggs in a neat cup
shaped nest on the ground, abreed-
ing wader called the Mongolian
Plover, an unidentified eagle with
awhite patch on its head and tail,
and...large tadpolesin the lakes!

Over these yearswe found that
all the lakes despite their
numbingly cold water were surpris-
ingly not devoid of life. In the short
spring period between July-Octo-
ber, the waters fairly teemed with
life; nofish, but aguatic plants, bee-
tles, isopods, even snails and these
big, pale tadpoles.

What were they, Frogs or
Toads?Did they over-winter astad-
poles under the snow and ice, we
wondered, because we found them
even during winters. By then they
should have metamorphosed into
adults. When however we found
small adultsin Lhonak on atrip to
Green Lake, could not get photo-
graphic evidence because the cam-
era would not work in the cold.
Keeping the religious sentiments of
thelocal peoplein mind, wedid not
collect any specimensfor preserva-
tion. Very unscientific.

Preliminary effortsat identifica:
tion and literature search suggested
these tadpoles could be Scutiger
sikkimensis one of the Pelobatid
Toads. Later we photographed a
breeding pair at Thangu which
JC.Daniel of Bombay Natural His-

tory Society confirmed as the same
and published in his “Book of In-
dian Reptiles and Amphibians’.

It is commonly called the
Sikkim Snow Toad. Last year we
could not find any tadpoles in the
entireareaand wondered why. This
year was warmer and for the first
time in so many years, we could
find adults in most wetlands.

We put out an SOS on the
internet for their identification and
care and were rewarded with a
flood of suggestions from some of
the world's leading herpetlol ogists
[scientists specializing on amphib-
ians, frogs and toads) and reptiles,
tortoises, snakes, lizards] from
Italy, France, Chicago, New York,
Netherlands, British Channel Is-
lands and Malaysia.

The world’s highest altitude
amphibians could only befromthe
Himalayas and Dr. Indraneil Das,
one of India's renowned
herpetologists and Associate Pro-
fessor, Universiti Malaysia
Sarawak confirmed recently that
our Sikkim Snow Toad was indeed
the world’s highest amphibian!

And what more, we have not
one, but perhaps two types of
Sikkim Snow Toads; the second
reported so far only from Chinal!
Yet another new record for Sikkim.
Recent eventslike the gradual dry-
ing up of our “Ocean-lake” Gyam
Tsona mean we are in danger of
losing thisnew record together with
the lake due to lack of awareness.

-Thewriter is . Research
Officer [Wd Life], with the
Government of Skkim

TALKING ABOUT-2

Form: “A”

1. At least 40 forms —“A” bearing the seal
and signature of Specia Invitee, In-charge
Sikkim —of the INC (Shri Salman Khurshid)
reached party office by post in thefirst week
of April 2004.

| filled only one Form-B, the rest were someone
else’s responsibility: Hem Lall Bhandari

2. After perusing the said forms, | obtained
the specimen signature of the SPCC Presi-
dent in the relevant space of each form, and
kept the same in safe custody.

3. One Form —“A” duly filled in by mein
black ink, was handed over to Mr. Birg
Adhikari who personally wanted to submit
the same aong with his Nomination Papers,
to the Returning Officer, East, on April
20,2004. An acknowledgement of receipt of
Form “A” in respect of Shri Adhikari was
obtained by me on April 20 itself.

4. OnApril 22,2004, | sent one copy of Form
“A”, duly filed in with my own hand, to the
Chief Electoral Officer, Gangtok with acov-
ering letter and obtained acknowledgement.
5. On April 22, 2004, | filled in the relevant
particulars of al candidates (32) of the As-
sembly Constituencieswith my own hand (in
black ink) and sent the Form “A” tothe R.O.
as under:

(a) 13Forms“A” tothe R.O. East, in respect
of 12 candidates including the Sangha can-
didate;

(b) 03 Forms“A” to the R.O. North;

(c) 09 Forms“A” to the R.O. West and

(d) 07 Forms“A” to the R.O. South.

Total: 32 (Thirty Two). The R.Os acknowl-
edged the receipt of all.

and ensure that all nomination papers, affi-
davits, etc, were filled in by our candidates
within the specified time/date and filed inthe
respective offices of the four Returning Of -

6. The remaining seven
(07) Forms*“A” (unused)
were kept in party office
in the relevant file.

Form: “B”

1. | had only one copy of
printed Form “B” with
me in office. When |
caleduptheR.O. East to
ask for atleast 35 printed
ones, he said even pho-
tocopies of the same

Almost a month hefore he was
expelled from the State Congress on
11June, the SPCC [11 General Secretary
[Legal Celll, Hem Lall Bhandari, had
prepared a report on the reasons
behind the four constituencies that
the Cong [l lost even before the State
went to poll. This document was never
made public, but is important because
it presents Mr. Bhandari's point of
view. NOW! serialises the entire
document.

ficers of the state.

3. Advocate D.K.Singh
assisted me from April
15 to 22 (07:15 a.m)
only.

4. While Advocate
D.K.Singh helped me
withthetask of fillingin
the Nomination Papers,
affidavits of our candi-
dates with utmost care
and dedication, he also
assumed the responsibil-

would be accepted. Mr.
O.T.Bhutia, Vice-President, SPCC made as
many as 40 or 42 photocopies of Form “B”,
obtained the specimen signature of the SPCC
President with seal of the INC, and handed
over to mein party officeonApril 17, 2004.
2. Mr. D.K.Singh, Advocate, was directly
engaged by the President, SPCC to assist me

ity of filling in the rel-
evant particulars of candidates in al the 32
Form “B” of Assembly constituency candi-
dates. | distinctly remember Advocate Singh
fillingin Form*“B” onApril 20 and 21, mostly
after 10:00 pm. (As already indicated, Form
“B” in respect of Shri Birgj Adhikari was
filled in with my own hand in black ink on

22.4.2004.
5. On April 22, 2004, Advocate D.K.Singh
suddenly left for Namchi at about 7:15 am
saying he was instructed by the President
SPCC and Shri L.PTiwari to be present there
in the forenoon. Before leaving the party of -
fice, Advocate Singh had completed hiswork
and hispresencein Namchi on 22.4.2004 was
absolutely essential.
6. | was al alonein the party office to com-
pletethetask of filling in Nomination Forms,
affidavits of as many as eight to ten candi-
dates. The workload on my head was so tre-
mendous that | had to complete everything
by the evening of April 22, since April 23
was the last date for making nominations.
7. Time was running out and | was bound to
complete the entire task of completing the
nomination papers, affidavits, Form “A” &
“B” by the evening of April 22, 2004. There
was no one to assist me (after Singh’s depar-
ture) except Mr. O.T.Bhutiawho, in all fair-
ness to him did not do any writing work or
overseeing the nomination papers.
turntopg 7
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Admission
worries af
SGC

Contd from pg 1

ted several proposals, including es-
tablishment of a new Arts College
inthe State, to the Government but
there has been no response.”

He said that the college is a-
ready facing a shortage of faculty
and space and is in no position to
expand further.

Theadmission committeeistoy-
ing with several ideas of deciding
on atricter cut-off percentage and
other such ideas, but is still uncom-
fortable with the idea that several
students will be denied a chance to
pursuefurther education with them.
Had the department heeded their
advicein time, this situation would
not have arose, they feel.

What is also interesting this
year isthe rush for SGC, Tadong.

Askedwhy morestudentsopt for
Tadong college, Dr. Kharel said,
“Everyonewantsto cometo thecapi-
tal to get better exposure, so we can
not stop them seeking admission.”

He further disclosed that the
Namchi College had a capacity of
around 300 which could adjust
some of the spill-over from
Gangtok.

Can the college accommodate
all the admission seekers?

“If we are forced to, then we
can give admissionto everyone, but
wewill not be ableto ensure proper
studies,” Dr. Kharel said.

Hefurther stressed that the prob-
lem was not of the college manage-
ment alone. The general public
should also recognise the problem
and pressure the policy makers to
address the problem at the earliest.

MAHAGURU

BHUM-TS0G

On the advice of
Private Office of H.H.
The Dalai Lama, the

Tibetan Welfare
Office and all the
Tibetan Community
living in Sikkim will
offer MAHAGURU
BHUM-TSOG
(TSOG-BUM) at
Guru Lhakhang,
Deorali from 21st
June to 27™ June,
2004. Generous
donors are requested
to contact Guru
Lhakhang for
donation.

Tel: 280885.

(Mr. NGAWANG
NORBU)

Tibetan Welfare Office
Gangtok, Sikkim

Lord Jagannath IIII'I:lIBS through the SIBEIS of ﬁﬂll!llk

SAGAR CHETTRI

GANGTOK, June 19: The MG
Marg was packed with people
from all faiths and all walks of
lifewho had come out to accom-
pany the Rath Yatra of Lord
Jagannath which marched
through the streetsthis evening.

The Yatra started at around 5 in
the evening from Tourism office af-
ter prayers at Thakurbari, and it
passed through MG Marg, New Mar-
ket and ended at the starting point.
The Rath was pulled by peopleof dl
ages even as aband played along to
themerriment of asinging and danc-
ing crowd. The priestswere seen busy
distributing prasadsto the peopleon
thestreetsgathered to seek adarshan
and touch the chariot and its rope.

Later, the organizing commit-
tee expressed its gratitude to the
State government, administration,
Police, Culture Department and
public in general who made the
occasion such agrand success.

Chief Justice RK Patra and
Gangtok area MLA, NK Pradhan
were present as the chief guestson
the occasion.

FOR A CHANCE
T0 MEET VIVEK

The Jagannath Rath Yatra or
the “chariot journey of Lord
Jagannath,” is afestival that cel-
ebrates the annual visit of the
Lord to his birthplace. The
Jagannath Temple at Puri, Orissa
isthe biggest of all venuesfor the

R

celebrations.

Several lakh people converge
at Puri for thisfestival. An atmos-
phere of almost hysterical devo-
tion prevails on this day and in
earlier years, devotees were
known to have thrown themselves

under thewheels of therathin the
hope of attaining instant salvation.
No such excesses were witnessed
in Gangtok, although the mood
here too was close to hysterical
devotion.
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ABVP institutes
students award

honouring
Sanjog Chettri

a NOW REPORT

NAMCHI, 19 June: ABVP,
Namchi branch, has announced
plans to ingtitute an award in the
memory of Namchi’s gallant son,
Ashoka Chakra recipient [posthu-
mously] Sanjog Chettri. Theaward,
names “ Shahid Sanjog Chettri
Puraskar,” will begiven to students
from South Sikkim schools who
have topped their respective
schools in class X and XII. This
initiative is part of theABVP'sde-
cision to start observing Student’s
Day [9 July] in a grand manner
from this year onwards.

Senior Secondary level students
from eight South Sikkim schools
and toppers from the 28 Secondary
schoolswill be awarded on the oc-
casion.

Thereisaso aspecia award for
the district topper from both Sen-
ior Secondary and Secondary level
aong with a “best student award”
for one student from Namchi Govt.
College.

On the occasion, ABVP,
Namchi, will alsofelicitate various
teachersof South district who have
received national awards for their
service to education in the State.

“Weare surethat thiseffort will
encourage the students of the dis-
trict and at the same time the name
of Sikkim’sson, Sanjog Chettri will
be immortalised among the stu-
dents here,” said Jairam Gupta, an
ABVP member from Namchi.

NK SAYS GIVIC IS ABOUT DECENTRALISATION
OF POWER, LOCAL BUSINESSMEN UPBEAT

a NOW REPORT

GANGTOK, June 17: After the
recent announcement of the Gov-
ernment that Gangtok Municipal
Corporation elections will be held
soon, the business community here
is hopeful of better times ahead.

The GMC wasfirst established
1976 during Kazi Lhendup Dorji’s
chief ministership with Balchand
Sarda nominated as the first chair-
man of the corporation, a post he
held till the GMC was dissolved
some time in 1979.

AreaMLA, NK Pradhan, while
speaking to NOW!, revealed that
though he was an officer on depu-
tation to GMC at thetime, even he

was not told of thereasonswhy the
GMC experiment was so short-
lived and discontinued in 1979
without seeing a single election.

On the proposal to reviveit, he
said, “Itisthe Centre'splanto have
Municipal Corporation in every
town and also the Chief Minister
wanted to decentralize the power
to urban areas through thisbody as
is done in the case of rural areas
through panchayats.”

Mr. Pradhan added that GMC
will be an autonomous body and
UD&HD may be its nodal depart-
ment. Regarding the responsibili-
ties of GMC, he said that its main
responsibilities would be to up-
grade and maintain civil amenities

in the capital city.

He also revealed that delay in
demarcation of wards for Gangtok
was the main reason delaying the
first elections to the GMC. He,
however, added that the concerned
department was going through the
process “wholeheartedly”.

“The election manifesto is the
guideto our futureworksand GMC
electionsare promisedinit. So, we
will definitely have a GMC here
and hold the elections very soon,”
he assured.

Recalling the past, Ramesh
Periwal, amember of the local busi-
nesscommunity, informsthat thecor-
poration used to look after renewal
and issue of Trade License, garbage

disposd, dlotment of sites, etc.

At that time, election could not
take place because wards for
Gangtok were not separated and
separate electora rolls could not be
prepared. Later, the corporation was
doneaway with becausethegovern-
ment wanted to use it in a broader
way. The GMC's responsibilities
were handed over to the then LSG
Department, the present UD&HD.

On the proposed creation of
GMC, the local business commu-
nity is convinced that with this
move, “Gangtok will become the
best capital town in the country.”
Interestingly, the Sikkim Chamber
of Commerce has assured full sup-
port to this proposal.

Vajpayee has
a change of
heart on
Modii

n the eve of the crucial

Bharatiya Janata Party Parlia-
mentary Board meeting on Sunday,
former prime minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee appeared to have piped
down a bit on Gujarat Chief Min-
ister NarendraModi saying theis-
sue of hisremoval isnow a“thing
of the past.”

“That has become an issue of
the past. Look at the new year and
the coming assembly elections,
which we haveto face,” hetold re-
porters at Bhuntar [Kullu] when
asked whether he still favoured
Modi’s removal.

Hewastalking to reporters be-
fore leaving for Delhi ending his
week-long vacation.

NOW:! CAN ALSO BE
REACHED AT
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High Court
Lok Adalat
disposes
13 cases

a NOW REPORT

GANGTOK, 19 June: The High
Court Lok Adalat which sat today
disposed as many as 13 cases
through the day and has set 31 July
as the next date for its hearings.

TheLokAddlat, heldintheHigh
Court premises was presided over
by Mr. Justice RK Patra, Chief Jus-
tice and Patron-in-Chief of Sikkim
State Legal ServicesAuthority, and
Mr. Justice NS Singh, Judge and
Executive Chairman, Sikkim State
Legal ServicesAuthority.

Others who sat at today’s Lok
Adalat were advisors to the State
Government Tashi Tobdenand TW
Barfungpa and PM Subba, mem-
bers of High Court Lok Adalat.

Inall, 31 Motor Accident Claims
cases which were ingtituted against
Nationa Insurance Company, New
India Assurance Company, United
India Insurance Company and Bgjg
Allianze Company by the petitioners
and onepréitigative transfer of prop-
erty were taken up for settlement.

The Sikkim StateLegal Services
Authority has been implementing
related schemes and programmes
effectively since the day of its in-
ception by providing freelegal serv-
icesand holding Lok Adalatsin the
High Court, Districts and Talukas,
informsan IPR press release.

BIACKBERRYS

STVLE

Hotel Golden Pagoda
MG Marg, Gangtok

CHAMLING VISITS HARDWAR, MEETS
SWAMI RAMDEVJI MAHARA)

a NOW REPORT

GANGTOK, 19 June: The Chief
Minister, Pawan Chamling today
performed Aarati at Hardwar
with morethan oneand half lakh
devotees. The Chief Minister is
presently in Uttranchal on a pil-
grimage.

At Hardwar, Mr. Chamling met
renowned Yogi and Baidh, Swami
Ramdevji Mahargj at his ashram

and participated in a yoga class
there. While referring to Mr.
Chamling as a religious political
leader, Swami Ramdevji appreci-
ated the CM’s track-record of de-
velopment in Sikkim, informs an
SDF pressrelease.

The Swamiji isalso reported to
havereferredto Sikkimasthe Lord
of Natural Resources and suggested
that the State exploit and market its
wealth of medicinal plants judi-

ciously on aglobal scale.

The Chief Minister was sched-
uled to reach Dehradun later this
evening where he will be meeting
Uttranchal Chief Minister, ND
Tewari.

Mr. Chamling is accompanied
by his family and an entourage
which includes press advisor, BB
Gooroong, political secretary, OT
Lepcha, Wok MLA, CB Karki and
assistant, 1B Rai.

GNLF launches civic poll campaign
with promises of Gorkhaland

KARAN SHAH

KALIMPONG, 19 June: The
GNLF, initsfirst public addressheld
at Damber Chowk today for the
upcoming civic polls reiterated its
commitment to finding solutions for
Kalimpong's civic problems and
stressed itscontinued commitment to
pursue the demand for Gorkhaland.
The public meeting was preceded by

amotor raly comprising of some300
vehicles through the town.
Speakers at the meet called for
public support in the form of votes
at the civic polls to strengthen the
party’s pursuit of Gorkhaland.
Referring to the massive nomi-
nation of 103 candidates for the mu-
nicipaity polls, whichhasmany dis-
sident GNLF leaders in the fray,
Dawa Pakhrin, Executive Councilor

DGAHC, said: “They till have the
next threedaysin handsto back out.”

He also said that the five-party
codlition, the People's Democratic
Front [PDF], was aiming only at a
Council chair while GNLF had set
its sights much higher at separate
state status. He also castigated the
PDF for ignoring al the positive
work done by the GNLF and busy-
ing itself only with criticism.
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STATE CONG WELCOMES CENTRAL
DECISION TO DEFER NATHULA

a NOW REPORT

GANGTOK, 19 June: The
Sikkim Pradesh Congress Com-
mittee has welcomed the deci-
sion of thePrimeMinister tode-
fer the re-opening of the tradi-
tional trade route through the
Nathulato 2005, informsaparty
pressrelease.

This decision, the State Con-
gress believes, isin the interest of
the people of Sikkim and national
security concernsin this“sensitive
and strategic border region.”

The Prime Minister, Dr.

Manmohan Singh, it might be re-
called, told the Chief Minister
Pawan Chamling at a recent meet-
ing that Nathulawould be reopened
only next year after all the prosand
cons had been reviewed.

It is learnt that the final deci-
siononthetraderoutewill betaken
only after an in-depth analysis of
trade through Nathula and the
rights and interests of the
Sikkimese people.

The Nathula trade route was
schedul ed to be opened next month.
The SPCC [I] had however vehe-
mently objected to its opening be-
fore the long-pending demands for

restoration of the political rights of
the three ethnic communities in
Sikkim were fulfilled.

The SPCC|1] also wants assur-
ances of adequate economic ben-
efits for the people in the state be-
fore the route is re-opened. Added
to thisisthe demand for proper in-
frastructure before opening thetra-
ditional trade route.

The press release informs that
the Congress President, Mrs. Sonia
Gandhi, had expressed the same
view asthe primeminister whenthe
chief minister, Mr. Chamling called
on her.

Chirim-Rumfaat
at Ringhem

MANGAN, 19 June: The annual
‘Chirim-Rumfaat’ [pic left] was
held at Ringhem on 16 June with
prayers conducted by Bongthing
Tashi Lepcha. Organized by the
panchayat of Ringhem-Nampatam
with local participation, the pujais
held to propitiate the Gods for fa
vourable weather and good crop
cultivation and overall peace and
prosperity.

Mother & Ghild health concerns
addressed at Kitam

a NOW REPORT

NAMCHI, 19 June: A “mother
and child health care-cum-medical
support to BPL families’ campwas
held today at Kitam Secondary
school premises. The meet was or-
ganised by Munal Club of Kitam
and funded by Mickhola-Kitam
gram panchayat unit.

BM Rai, upadhakshya[ South],
presided over theday’sactivitiesas
the chief guest.

At the start, Additional Director
[Nutritional Cell], spoke ontheneed
for balanced nutrition for children
to protect them from such ailments
as anaemia and night-blindness.

Roshan Kaushik, NSS volun-
teer of NYK stressed on mental and
spiritual health and spoke on how
important a healthy environment
wasfor the proper mental develop-
ment of achild..

Dr. Bimd Rai, GRCHO, inhisad-
dress, focusad on how premature preg-

nandiescould provefatd forwomenand
how better hedlth education was re-
quired to avoid thismortdlity.

Hefurther revededthat at present,
about 80t0 84 per cent of thechildren
in South Sikkim were covered in the
vaccination drive and announced that
thetarget wasto achieve 100 per cent
immunisation by 2010.

Hefurther said that infant mor-
tality could be minimised through
awareness and urged the gathered
parentsto approach health workers
the moment they notice signs of
vitamin, iron or calcium deficiency
in their children.

Thechief guest, Mr. Rai, inturn
stressed that instead of running be-
hind governmental sops, the soci-
ety should focus on social and
health issues.

Today, dong with this counsdl-
ling, free hedlth-care was aso pro-
vided to around 150 villagers by Dr.
BM Rai, former CMO Namchi Govt.
Hospital and Dr. Bima Rai, GRCHO.

INSTITUTE OF HOTEL MANAGEMENT
CATERING TECHNOLOGY AND APPLIED NUTRITION

(s/b Govt. of Indiaand Govt. of Sikkim)
TADONG, GANGTOK, SIKKIM-737 102
Ph. No.-270735, 270557

FOR CLASSX & XII STUDENTS

Application are invited for admission to ONE & HALF YEARS DIPLOMA AND
CRAFTSMANSHIP COURSE IN HOTEL MANAGEMENT for the academic session 2004-2005.
AGE: Age of the candidate should not be more than 22 years as on 1* July 2004. For candidates

DEEPAK SHARMA

MANGAN, 19 June: Time goes
by and memory fails. So often we
for get themomentsthat madeus
happy in our past. But for some
in Mangan, the memory of the
Special Sundaysspent in thedec-
ade spanning 1975-1985 will al-
ways remain alive.

Sundaysat that time became as-
sociated with activities held at the
CRPF colony. It was a time when
there were no video halls or any
other source of entertainment. So
most Manganites, especialy the
young, headed to the Colony where
at the CRPF Langar you could sa
tiate yourself with hot Aloo-dum
and parathas.

This culinary delight was fol-
lowed by Hindi films brought by
the CRPF jawansfrom Gangtok. A
screen would quickly be put in
place nailed to two bamboo poles
along the road next to the Colony.

readymades
at

REEBOK SHOWROOM
Below Bank of Baroda
MG Road, Gangtok

Families would huddle together,
whatever the season and have their
weekly movie-going experience.

“| was achild at that time, but
| remember being taken by my two
older brothers to watch the films
shown by the CRPF,” remembers
Kalzang.

Today, the CRPFisnolonger sta

The old CRPF Colony at Mangan

tioned at Mangan. Itisalso nolonger
aproblem seeing moviesat Mangan.
In the place of the CRPF Colony is
the Post Office Building and PHE
quarters. But in the heart of many of
the Mangan people, thememoriesof
an era gone by when Sundays were
synonymous with movies at the
CRPF colony are still alive.
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FOR DIRECT ADMISSION IN HIGHER srum:s
ARTS, COMMERCE, SCIENCE
DELHI, W.B., NAGPUR, CHEN AI.

COMMUNICATIC
ANAGEMENT, B.C.A
: ']I lh'

RATION OF

4 R WIN

CONTACT: CAREER’S ﬂllllllSEllIllG IHS'I'I'I'II'I'E,
TIBE'I' ROAD, GANGTOK. PH: 226510 94341- 53355

! )

bell g to SC/ST, age limited is relaxable upto 25 years.

HOW TO APPLY: Application form and Prospectus can be obtained from the Institute of
Hotel Management, Gangtok against cash payment of Rs. 100/- or remitting Rs. 125/-
through demand draft/ Postal order in favour of INSTITUTE OF HOTEL MANAGEMENT,
payable at Gangtok.

Application form complete in all respect should reach the institute before 10" July
2004 accompanied by Registration Fee of Rs. 300/-.

IMPORTANT DATES
Last date for submission of application : 10.07.2004.
Admission : by 31.07.2004.
C of class : 16.08.2004.

OB OPPORTUNITY

Employment to Unemployed Youth (Male & Fe-
male) in Dubai, Kuwait, UAE and Qatar.

POST EDUCATION QUALIFICATION
A. (i) House Keeping 10 or 12 pass/Graduate
(i) Waitress 10 or 12 pass/Graduate

(iii) Receptionist

(iv) Sales & Marketing
(v) Heavy Driver

(vi) Electrician

10 or 12 pass/Graduate
10 or 12 pass/Graduate
10 or 12 pass/Graduate
Diplomaor Electrical Engineer

(vii) Mason 10 or 12 pass/Graduate
B. (i) Nurses Trained 10+2 or Graduate

(if) Doctors MBBS

(iii) Health Workers 10 or 12 pass/Graduate
SALARY

(i) 10+2 =Rs. 7,000+ per month
(ii) Graduate = Rs. 25,000+ per month

Fooding and Accommodation free.
Preference will be given to those fluent in English.

For further information and counselling, contact:-

PEMA Sir (CEO)

G.N. EDUCATION CONSULTANTS
GENERATION NEXT ACADEMY
Ravangla (S. Sikkim)

E-Mail pema_sir@rediffmail.com
Ph (03592) 287027 / 953595 - 260863
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OLD MODEL WILLY'S
COMMANDER JEEP
in good condition.
Contact:
98320-90758

L O S T

Simi Sengupta, D/o of R.K.
Sengupta has lost her Class X
pass certificate at Gangtok Ba-
zar. If found contact: 204281(R),
9434188095 (M)

Portugal’s SC refuses
to extradite Salem

Portugal‘s supreme court has
overturned a decision by a
lower Lisbon court to grant India's
request for the extradition of gang-
ster Abu Salem.

The SC upheld his appeal
against extradition, Joao Nabais,
Salem’s lawyer, told Lisbon radio
TSF on Friday.

Based on the SC's ruling, the
casewasto returnto thelower court
for areview of its earlier decision.

Salem'’s extradition will be de-
layed until the lower court’s deci-
sion. That isnot expected until after

the summer recess in September.

Salem was arrested in Lisbon
in September 2002. Last Novem-
ber, a Lisbon court convicted him
of using forged identity papersand
resisting arrest. He was sentenced
to4 12 yearsinjail.

Nabaishad previoudy argued that
Sdemwould not get afair trid in In-
diaand clamed that hislifewould be
in danger if he returned there.

SdlemiswantedinIndiain con-
nection with the 1993 seria blasts
in Mumbai, which killed 257 peo-
ple, and many other cases.

| Fernando Morientes of Spain

Today, 20th June, 2004 -

on ESPN at 23:30 IST

Only a win will see the host nation
progress in Euro 2004. EventsMarket
punters rate this match as the clos-
a est of the tournament so far. Spain
with prices of 2.86 [Back] and 2.90
[Lay] are given a 34.5-35.0% chance
of victory, while Portugal are rated a
35.7-36.2% probability of winning
with a Back price of 2.76 and a Lay
price of 2.80.

Spain vs Portugal

| FOR SALE! PRSRETSE

Guitar Processor for sale [in
perfect condition] owned by Still
Water’s guitarist Sonam
Lachungpa. Price: Rs. 8,000
[negotiable]. contact: 98320-
46939. Sonam Lachungpa [SL]

FOR SALE

One Diesel Commander
[Hard-top], 2000 model. 4-
Wheel drive in good running
condition. Price negotiable.
Call: 94340 29383, 202325

ESTEEM FOR SALE!!

A Black Esteem
Velocity for sale. Five
months old, with all
accessories including a
Sony X-Plod CD
system. Extremely

reasonable.
AVAILABLE FOR RENT

Barsaana College Building &
Hostel available for rent in
Kalimpong after August
2004. Contact BK Shrestha.
Phone: 00 977 98510 45156

LAND FOR SALE

100ft X 350 ft. of prime land
along NH 31A near Rangpo.
Contact 9832032981for
further details

LAND FOR SALE

Land at Majitar National
Highway, below Sleepwell.
contact: 94340 90888

FOR SALE

Mahindra Armada, 4-wheel drive
Nov. 1997 Model, Running con-
dition, owner driven. Price- Ne-
gotiable. Contact: 98320-77411

SITUATION VACANT

Required under graduates/
graduates of commerce stream
as audit trainees/ assistants for
local C.A. firm. Contact at Ph.
No: 281370/ 280428

MAKE MONEY

Excellent Money Making Franchise
Opportunity available for Foreign
Education and Employment.
Interested parties please e-mail:
FranchiseHimal@hotmail.com

NEPAL-INDIA BEGIN TALKS ON
DUTY RETURN PROCEDURE

KATHMANDU, 19 June: Nepa
and Indiabegan three days of talks
in Kathmandu yesterday on simpli-
fying Duty Return Procedure or
DRP between the two countries.

Thetalks are expected to focus
on ways to return excise duty paid
on Nepaleseexport to Indiaontime
and without complications.

Thelndian side hasalready ex-
pressed its commitment to adopt a
more scientific method in thereturn
process.

Under the Nepal-India Com-

merce treaty, Indian side collects
the 16 percent excise duty on Nepa-
lese exports and is returned to Ne-
pal through government channels.

Nepal hasalready received 2.58
billion rupeesin DPR, whichis370
million rupees more than targeted
for thisfiscal year.

Director General of Department
of Customs Krishna Hari Baskota
leadsthe Nepal ese del egation while
the Indian side is led by Director
Genera of Inspection, Customsand
Central Excise TR Rustogi.

amola
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BB ST TMENNISIKKIM
Tully computerised
mobile vepaiving centre

Tharo Line,Lal Market
Road. Ph: 201062,
SALES & SERVICES Mobile: 9832062684

TO-LET
ENTIRE BUILDING FOR RENT
OPP. GOVI. COLLEGE,
TADONG
CONTACT: 231517/ 231057

BUSINESS
OPPORTUNITY!

Invest Rs. 2 Lakhs, Earn
unlimited money. For further
details contact: 9434012054

DR. MONDAL

Kolkata's Famous  Ayurvedic
Physicion Dr. Mondal Available At
Siliguri For The Treatment Of
Asthma, Gout etc.

Siliguri Airview Palace,
Hill Cart Road, Mear
Mahananda Bridge,

Siliguri-01

Time: Everyday 11am To 2pm
Sunday Closed. §

MOEBILE: 98320-61150

SIKKIM MANIPAL INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL SCIENCES
A Constituent College of Sikkim Manipal University of
Health, Medical and Technological Sciences
ADMISSION NOTICE FOR 2004-2005

&

B.PT, BMLT & M.Sc. (Medical) Anatomy, Physiology, Biochemistry & Microbiology
The prospectus ad application can be obtained on payment of Rs. 300/- (Rs. Three hundred only) either in
cash or demand draft in favour of SMIMS payable at Gangtok.
The last date for the receipt of the application form is 25.07.2004
The application form may be downloaded form website: www.smuhmts.edu
Forms downloaded should be submitted along with a Bank Draft of Rs. 300/-
For any further information contact: The Admission Officer, SMU, 5" Mile, Tadong, Gangtok, Sikkim —737
102 Phone: 03592-270389, 270535 Fax: 03592-231147, 231162 Email: smu31147@hotmail.com
REGISTRAR
Sikkim Manipal University of Health Medical and Technological Sciences, Gangtok.

Cﬂgn@wﬁ
The Anthyesthi Kriya of our beloved mother late Leelawati
Agarwal (Siliguri) who left her heavenly abode on 12 June,
2004 falls on 24 June 2004. All relafives, friends and well
wishers are requested to join us in offering prayers for the
departed soul at our residence at Rhenock, East Sikkim.
We would also like to take this opportunity to thanks all those
who extended their help in our hour of bereavement.

Phone: (03592) 253306, 253307, 253963

Ramavatar Agarwal, Santosh Agarwal,
Sunil Agarwal & Anup Agarwal (sons)

| filled only one Form-B,

the rest were someone
else’s responsibility:
Hem Lall Bhandari

Contd on pg 2

8. By way of abundant caution, |
typed covering lettersfor Form“A”
and“B” addressed to thefour R.Os
and despatched four packets of
Form “A” & “B” (in each packet)
through —

(2) Mr. O.T.Bhutia— packetsfor the
R.O. East, West and South.

(2) Mr. Gyurme Bhutia — R.O.
North.

This was done at about 10-11 am.
of 22.4.2004 when Mr. O.T.Bhutia
was present with me and he had
actually stapled the three packets
before despatch. | do not remem-
ber whether he checked the papers
(i.e. Form “A” and “B”) before
sealing in the envelopes. | had in-
structed Shri O.T.Bhutia and Shri
Gyurme Bhutiato obtain acknowl-
edgement from the four R.Os

9. All the four R.Os received the
packets of Form “A” & “B” on
22.4.2004 before 3 p.m. Acknowl-
edgements have been obtained
from the respective R.Os.

Rejection of Three Nomination
Papers: South

1. | have aready indicated in my
notes and comments on Form “B”
that Advocate D.K.Singh was as-
signed the responsibility to fill in
all the 32 Forms “B”. He had left
for Namchi on April 22, 2004 at
7:00 am. or so saying he had com-
pleted hiswork.

2.OnApril 24,2004 (the date fixed
for scrutiny) | was present beforethe
Chief Returning Officer at Gangtok,
to represent the 14 candidates of our
party, including the Sangha and the
Lok Sabha candidate.

3. InNamchi, onApril 24, 2004, the
returning Officer rejected the Nomi-
nation papers of three candidates of
our party. Shri Youva Raj Rai’s
Nomination Paper was rejected at
1:00 p.m., Shri Amar Yonzone€'s at
1:30 p.m. and Shri Taraman
Chettri’s at 3:30 p.m. by separate
orders dated 24 April, 2004.

4. All the three orders of rejection
are couched inidentical words. The
operative part of heordersisrepro-
duced hereunder.

“...during the process of examina-
tion of Form “B”, it was
found...thecolumns 2,3 and 4 were
found to be blank and no details
were whatsoever were mentioned
in the columns” and further that
“Form ‘A’ has been submitted but
Form ‘B’ has not been
submitted.” (Emphasis added)

5. Seven (07) Form “B” in respect
of the seven INC candidates of the
South District wereduly received
by the returning Officer, on April
22, 2004 at 1:30 p.m. | have ob-
tained acknowledgement from the
Returning Officer, South.

6. There is apparent contradiction
inthethreeordersaforesaid. Onthe
one hand, the order states that the
colums 2,3, and 4 of Form“B” was
“blank” and the same order says
“Form“B” hasnot been submitted.
Thishasled meto utter confusion.
However, | am very clear in my
mind that | could not have, by any
stretch of imagination, committed
such an error when none of thefour
R’ Osfound no error or discrepancy
inany of the 34 nomination papers,
affidavits of our candidates, which
were completedin party officewith
tremendous efforts.

7. On the rejection of three nomi-
nation papersand non-filing of one
(by Shri palden Bhutia), I, along
with four senior office-bearers of
the party have expressed our views
and legal contentions, in adetailed
representation dated May 01,2004,
submitted to the Chief election
Commissioner of India, at Gangtok.
| repeat and reiterate the same in
seriatrin.

8. Advocate Mr. D.K.Singh who
assisted me, may be in a position
to throw more light and aso Mr.
O.T.Bhutia who gave a helping
hand at times.

-concluding part tomorrow



a SCAN

20 June, 2004;

1

Compensation has to be
commensurate with earning
capacity: Manipadl

a NOW REPORT

GANGTOK, 19 June: The dean
of the Central Referral Hospital
here at 5th Mile, today, while
speaking to NOW! informed that
the army jawan, SP Singh, whose
wife, Pinky, suffered seriousburns
on her leg while undergoing a mi-
nor tubectomy operation, had con-
tacted the Manipal administration.

“He made a claim of Rs. 10
lakhs as compensation for the ac-
cident incurred on his wife while
in the care of Manipal,” he re-
vedled. He further said that while
the management of the hospital was
open to asympathetic consideration
of the amount to be paid as com-
pensation, the same could not be
decided upon arbitrarily by the
other party.

“The earning capacity of the
victim hasto betaken into account.
There has to be some criteria to
decide the amount to be paid as
compensation,” said the Dean.

The Dean a so revealed that he

had met SP Singh acouple of times
in the past few days and had con-
veyed his message of cooperation
in the matter.

“He had said that hewould talk
it over with usbut now we are hear-
ing through the media that he will
be taking the matter to the courts,”
said the Dean.

Incidentally, the Manipal ad-
ministration as informed by the
Dean had asked the jawan to bring
his wife over to the hospital to
“make an assessment” of the extent
of injury caused to hiswife.

“She said she was in no posi-
tion to come but we did receive a
call from her today saying that she
would talk the matter over with her
husband. We are even willing to go
over to her place to examine her
leg,” the Dean assured.

Incidentally, the burns on
Pinky’sleg, the CRH management
claims, were caused by a blower
which had been left on by her side
after she was admitted to the ICU.
There are also those who believe

that something went wrong in the
operation theatre itself.

Asto thereason why Pinky had
to be ever admitted to the ICU, a
senior doctor on the condition of
anonymity, reveals that since the
hospital does not have a post op-
erativeward, itisanormal practise
to take a patient to the ICU imme-
diately after operation.

“There, the patient iskept for a
night at the most,” he says.

In the case of Pinky, she had to
stay in the hospital for a couple of
monthsafter what should have been
asimple operation.

The doctor also admits that the
post operative treatment of Pinky
was “irresponsible”.

“A skin grafting treatment
would at themost take only aweek,
but she was here for two months,”
he says. As for the persons who
could be held accountable, he says
that though the nurses keep con-
stant watch on their patient they
“only follow directions of the doc-
tors.”

MANITA MANGER SPEAKS OUT
AGAINST DRUG ABUSE

a NOW REPORT

PAKYONG, 19 June: A Hedlth
Awareness camp was inaugurated
by Manita Thapa, area MLA,
Loosing Pacheykhani, here on 17
June. The camp was held in col-
|aboration with the Health & Fam-
ily Welfare department. Addressing
the participants at the camp, Ms.
Thapa said, “Health is wealth, it
cannot be purchased nor borrowed
from others.”

Asking al to stay away from
substance abuse, she stressed onthe
need for awareness among the
youth on the harmful and debilitat-
ing effects of drugs.

She also asked women to stay
healthy and shared many health
tips, reiterating the need for regu-
lar check-ups at hospitals and
PHCs.

Other inaugurationswerelined
up for Ms. Thapaduring the course
of the day. She inaugurated a can-
dle-making endeavour at
Bengthang and  Dikling-
Pacheykhani, for which expenses
amounting to Rs. 75,000 had been
provided from the Panchayat fund

In this programme 5 persons
from Bengthang and Dikling-
Pacheykhani have been taken for
training.

Another training of cutting and

tailoring was also inaugurated at
Pacheykhani by Ms. Thapa where
two persons from six GPUs have
been offered training. Again all the
expenses amounting to Rs. 1.50
lakhs has been provided from the
Panchayat fund.

Later Ms. Thapa attended a
meeting of Bhanu Bhakta Jayanti
Celebration Committee at PWD
Guest House, Pakyong whereanew
committee was formed under the
chairmanship of Ms. Thapa. It was
decided that a follow-up meeting
would be held on 25 June where a
sub committee will be formed to
monitor overall functioning of the
celebration.

Kazi ferms burning of vehicle a “terrorist act”

Contd from pg 1

ticular jeep, which is his Press ve-
hicle, had not been used for the past
six months or so and therefore had
only about 4-5 litres of petrol init.
“However, the next day, the OC
of Sadar Thana, PM Rai, whiletak-
ing alook at the vehicle happened
to put a stick inside the petrol tank
and found it to be half full, which
is about 20 litres of petrol. This
clearly indicates that there was
morethan just theintention of burn-
ing the vehicle on the minds of the
culprits,” feels Mr. Kazi.
Incidentally, the same jeep

had been burnt by vandalsin Oc-
tober, 2001.

“No one was caught then and |
don’t believe anyonewill be caught
now,” he says. And that is why he
was reluctant to lodge a formal
complaint with the police.

On the matter of security for
him and hisfamily, he saysthat the
political advisor to the Chief Min-
ister, Sanchaman Limbu had been
intimated by the chief minister, Mr.
Chamling to see to it that he was
provided some security. “But as of
now no security has yet been
given,” he said.

On the matter of the provision

of security to Mr. Kazi, Abhijit
Dutta, I1G, Special Branch, while
speaking to NOW! informed that
he had not received any intimation
from the authorities on providing
security to Mr. Kazi though they
had received a copy of Mr. Kazi's
application seeking the same.

ENTIRE BUILDING
FOR RENT OPP. GOVT.

COLLEGE, TADONG
CONTACT: 231517/ 231057

. CONTEST'S S

CROSSWORD

Solve the crossword correctly. Rush it to Oberois (MG
Marg) or NOW!, on or before Saturday and a lucky draw
of all correct entries will decide who wins

FREE DINNER FOR TWO ot LITTLE ITALY, DEORALI.

SNACKS COUPONS TO BE COLLECTED FROMNOW! OFFICE

@ glittle

SNOD Complex, Deorali,
Gangtok.Ph: 281980

2

ACROSS 24. Most tender rodent

2. Sudden assault  25. Refined iron 10. Not these

5. Land measure 26. Public 12. Revolve

7. Fruit swimming pool 15. Help

8. Victor 27. Celestial body  16. Flower segment
11. Summit DOWN 17. Tavern

13. Western pact 1. Era 18. Electromagnetic

14. Flexible tube 2. Speed contests  telecommunication
15. Absence of 3. Got up 19. Spaghetti
passion 4. 1s not 20. Change
16. Twinned 5. Area used for 21. Article of
19. Constituent sports furniture

6. Male given name 23. Of the highest
23. Light wood 9. Long-tailed quality

no correct entries for last crossword

A correct entry (decided
by draw of lots) will win 2
FREE TICKETS to the
latest flick playing at
VAJRA CINEMA, Digital
Surround Sound.

Last week’s answers:
Kareena Kapoor / PLAN
WINNER: Gunjan
Sharma, Tibet Road

VAJRA
corlest

1. Name the main lead of the movie Lakshya?

2. Which other actor who starred in the last movie
that played at Vajra also features in Lakshya?

NAME:
ADDRESS:

last week's answers: 1. Amitabh Bachchan 2. Govind Nihalani winner: Y. Chettri

Identify the [
venue shown
alongside and
one lucky
correct entry will
win RELIANCE
RECHARGE
COUPON

WORTH | °
RS. 200/- from kL * £

Cindrella Mobil

MG MARG, GANGTOK. PH: 229897

NAME:...
last week’s answer:
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-~ Jtoday in
Mfistory

20th June

1402: Battle of Angora
[Ankara]. Tatars defeat Turkish
Army.

1756: 146 British soldiers
imprisoned in India - Black Hole
of Calcutta - most die

1782: US Congress approves
Great Seal of US & the eagle
as it's symbol

1791: King Louis XVI caught
trying to escape French
Revolution

1837: Queen Victoria, at 18,
ascends British throne
following death of uncle King
William IV. Ruled for 63 years
ending in 1901

1909: Born, Errol Flynn actor
(Captain Blood, Robin Hood,
Against All Flags)

1924: Born, WWII hero and
actor Audie Murphy

1936: Jesse Owens of the US
sets 100 mtr record at 10.2
1944: Congress charters
Central Intelligence Agency
1947: Benjamin ‘Buggsy’
Siegel gangster, shot dead in
Beverly Hills California

1950: Born, singer Lionel
Richie

1953: Born, Cyndi Lauper,
singer [Girls Just Wanna Have
Fun]

1960: Federation of Mali (&
Senegal) becomes
independent of France

1963: Beatles form “Beatles
Ltd” to handle their income
1967: Muhammad Ali convicted
of refusing induction into armed
services

1977: Oil enters Trans-Alaska
pipeline exits 38 days later at
Valdez

1990: 40,000-50,000 die in a
7.6 richter earthquake in Iran

of my inner life.”

memoirs, published last year.

ARIES: Financial position will be
good. Popularity will increase. You will
be in a position to help others. Do-
mestic happiness will prevail. Family
life will be very happy and smooth.
Cash flow will be very good. You may
receive a promotion and a transfer.

TAURUS: Cash flow will be very
good. Worries will be over. Those
applying for a loan may get the re-
sponse they expected. Support from
your superiors will be there. Litiga-
tion may be postponed. You may ac-
quire a new vehicle and purchase
new things.

GEMINI: You may go for new busi-
ness activities. Business will be brisk.
Family life will be very good. Students
will perform well effortlessly. Ex-
penses will be reduced. There may
be a change at work, or you may get
a new job. You may get a job over-
seas.

CANCER: You will be in a position to
pursue further studies. Business will
be brisk. Artists and musicians will
enjoy great success. Cash flow will
be good. Political life will be good.

NEW YORK: Bill Clinton saysin his new autobiog-
raphy that hiswifelooked asif he had punched her in
the gut when he finally confessed to his affair with
Monica Lewinsky, and he slept on the
couch for at least two months after that.

In My Life, the former US president
writes that the affair with the White
House intern revealed “the darkest part

The book, published by Alfred A.
Knopf, comes out Tuesday with a first
printing of 1.5millioninwhat isexpected
to be one of the biggest publishing sen-
sations in years. It is almost certain to
outsell hiswifeHillary Rodham Clinton’s

Theformer president writesthat after hefinally con-
fessed to his wife and daughter after months of public
denials, she appeared stricken, and the couple started
going to counseling one day aweek for about ayear.

On other topicsin the book, Clinton writesthat he
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on eBay.

CLINTON RECALLS SLEEPING ON COUCH

met with President-elect George W. Bush and told him
that the biggest threat to the nation’s security was
Osama bin Laden and al-Qaida. According to Clinton,
Bush said little in response, and then
switched subjects.

Clinton, 57, received a reported $10
million advancefor “My Life,” a957-page
book edited by Robert Gottlieb, who has
worked with such authors as Nobel laure-
ate Toni Morrison and Pulitzer Prize-win-
ning historian Robert Caro.

Unlike other recent presidential mem-
airists, Clintonisbelieved to have written
his own book, in longhand.

Theformer president’s autobiography
has been at or near the top of
Amazon.com'’s best-seller list for the past month, hold-
ing on despite a wave of Ronald Reagan books that
became best sellers after the former president’s death.
Bidsfor asigned first edition already have topped $450

THE FUTURE, NOW!

LEO: You may decide to start your
own business. Business will thrive.
Support from your elder brother will
be there. Your friends will stand by
you. Litigation will be postponed.
VIRGO: You may go for an overseas
trip. Business will be brisk. Under-
standing with your family will be very
good. Cash flow will be good. Em-
ployees will receive recognition. Your
health will improve. There will be an
increase in wealth.

LIBRA: Palitical life will be very good.
You may purchase a new vehicle. You
may get good news from another city
or town. A religious trip is indicated.
Understanding with your life partner
will be good.

SCORPIO: You may purchase im-
movable property. Those in trade or
with agencies may see improvement.
Expenses are indicated. You may
purchase a new vehicle. Achange in
environment will cheer you up.
SAGITTARIUS: Business will be

brisk. Cash flow will be very good.
Women may make costly purchases.
Professionals may have a misunder-
standing with their subordinates. You
will see an improvement in your ca-
reer.

CAPRICORN: You may get a job op-
portunity. Professionals will do well.
Students will do well in studies. You
will enjoy status, popularity and pros-
perity. You will take a good decision
at home.

AQUARIUS: Cash flow will be very
good. There may be a religious func-
tion at home. Happiness will prevail.
Traders will enjoy a good turnover.
You will be in a position to release
tangled assets. You may get new job
opportunities.

PISCES: Business will be brisk. Un-
derstanding with your life partner will
be very good. Expansion in your busi-
ness and wealth is indicated. There
may be additional expenses. Health
will be good.

CHARGES AGAINST
WINONA RYDER
REDUCED

An image taken from a pool video
shows actress Winona Ryder dur-
ing aprogressreport hearing on 18
June in Beverly Hills, Cdlif. The
judge in actress Winona Ryder’s
shoplifting casereduced her felony
convictions to misdemeanors Fri-
day and allowed her to finish pro-
bation unsupervised.

VISIT
US JUST
ONCE

shopping will
never be the
same again

ABACUS

SNOD Complex, Deorali, Gangtok

s D
Water Supply and Sewerage Problems!?!
Low Pressure Contamination
Help Us to Serve You Better
Water Security & PHE Department, Gangtok
SAVE ME1 For Details (tf);ntact Ph: 222089 Ext. 263/?75 %\‘)\Q\ﬁ‘
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AFTER 8 YEARS, MAN TAKES
ELEVATOR TO FREEDOM

PORT OF SPAIN, Trinidad: A
frail 89-year-old Trinidadian
man left his apartment for the
first timein eight year sthisweek
after broken elevatorsin thegov-
ernment-owned building were
finally replaced.

Local newspapers reported
Thursday that Randolph Hall
had been forced to stay in his
eighth-floor apartment for years
because he did not have the
strength to go up and down so
many flights of stairs.

After taking his first ride
down the new elevator on

Wednesday, accompanied by
Trinidadian Housing Minister
Keith Rowley, Hall said he was
thankful.

IF THE LAND-LINES LET YOU
DOWN, NOW! CAN ALSO
BE REACHED AT

298320 80753
28320 34122

98320 42096
98323 68930

email:
sikkimnow@rediffmail.com

WORLD’S NO. 1 LAPTOPS, NOW AVAILABLE IN YOUR CITY

Toshiba

Choose
freedom

NAYUMA INFOSYS, $SI EDUCATION, NEAR KRISHI BHAWAN, TADONG, GANGTOK, PHONE: 270876, 227917, 9832097317, 9832089970
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