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Dear Friends, 

Once 8.(3 ain we are r ound t o another newsle tter a nd it see ms no time a t a ll since I 
was writing the l ast one. It i s a l ways a plea Sill'e to h ave new members j o in our 
Socie ty and t h i s time in particular we h ave t en new nanes t o add t o our 'list of 
members. On the o ther side of the c oin h owever its t h e time of the year when 
we h ave t o l ook hard a t our subscription list and I find there are a few who 
h ave not re-joined us. I f any of t he names listed below ar e fri ends or are 
c orresponc1inr, with any of y ou, I woul d appreciate it if y ou c ould 'joz their 
menory' for subscriptions. 

NEW ~ftEtIDERS 
Francis A. Wes t er br ook, 14, Westway Rd ., V:estport, Conn. 06800 , U.S.A. 
Kenneth M. Reed , c/o Sun Phila t e lic Centre, 1, Sutter st. San Francisco Calif. 

94101 , U. S .A. 
Laurence :N. Norton, Netchley Cottns e , Stoney LanG, Little Ki nitshill, Gt. Mis s enden 

Ducks. > Eng l a nd . 
Peter Ho lcombe , Eisencuisae 9, 6004 Lucerne , Switzerla nd 
Sohan La l Dh awan & Sons, P.O. Box 46, Os r a j St., P a t a ila 147001, India 
David Feldman Ltd. , 102, Le inster Rd., Dublin 6 , Eire 
N .G. Rajkarnikar, 81, Maneol Daznr, La litpur, Nepa l 
J ames Kyle, 74, Rub i s l aw Den North, Ab erdeen Sc otland A132 It- Jill 
Lawrence D. Sc ott, 900 Pioche St., Car s on City, Nevada 89701, U. S. A. 
Col. Shenoi, Systems il.dvi sor, Hi ndos tan iler onautics, Indi an Express Duildin:~ 

Pl:o 5150, :Joh.?;al ore 1, I nd i a . 
CHANGE OF lillDRESS 

( Nils Ramm-Ericson, Uniclo P.O. Box 837, 11.-1011 Vi enna , Austria . 

Membership of the f ollowil1£ r:lUst b e re;-:arded a s l apsed: 
A. Gilli run , P . Haubner, H. Kenyon, G. Me s s age, G. Sturton~ Leo Diamo nd 

SUBSCRIPTION NOTE :FDR U. S .A. MEiM3ERS 
Wben renewil~~ subscription s t o Fra nk Vi e;nol a please submit i n do llars i.e. 
3 dollars f or one ye r:;.;r and eis h t dollars f or 3 years. 

A ViELCOME TO OUR PATRONS (HONORJiliY METh:!3ERS) 
++++ ~++++++++++++++++++++~+++++++++++++ ++++ 

As Llenbers may h ave noticed fr oLl our letter headil1£~ we h ave been h onoured by the 
f act t hat two nost d istinquishe u c ollectors of Nepa l and Tibet have accepted 
our i nvitation to bec ome patrons of our Society. We l ook f or ward to h avine 
a lons a s sociation with t hem, and will include pen-s ketches of both patrons 
i n future newsletters. 

===========~= =~ ========~~=~ ~==~==~======~~====~=~~=~============~================= 

SOCillTY REPRESENTATIVES 
U.S.A. Mr. Frank Vi gnol a , 105, 22nd Av., San Fr a nCisco , Ca l. 94121 
nIDIA Mr. C. Tulsiyan, P.O. Siswa Bazar, Distt, Gorakhpur U.P. 
NEPAL :Mr. Dhruba Rudro. , P.O. Box 00, Gan a Daha l, Kathr.1andu 



CORRELATION OF CATALOGUE NUMBERS - 1889 - 1903 
I ANN' nltiT;l" F 21.1, 1illl . 

FIRST PRINTINGS Geor (:fe Stanley Scott YVert Michel . 
Alevis.2..§. Gibbons 

~ Anna Bl ack 19 13 10 13 13b/ B 

IATER PIUNTINGS 
t Anna Bl ack 20 13 10 13 13b/B 

Tete Deche Pair 20a 13a l Oa 13a 13b/K/B 

Double Impression 20b 

Tete Beche Pair 20ba 

~ Anna Grey-Bl ack 

~ ~nna Vermillion 21 14 11 14 

Tete Beche Pair 21a 14a 110. 14K/B 

PIN PERFORATED 
~ Anna Dl ack 19 12 14- 13b/A 

Tete Deche 190. 12a 140. 13b/ K/ A 

-----------------------

MEMBERS' QUESTIONS 
1. The Aerogr amme issued in Nepal in 1963 value lR .50p. seems to have no valid 

postal r ate f or thQt time . No doubt it was issued for overseas use, but 
even tode..y the r ate fr om Nepal to U.K. is only 1R.25p., so why the high value 
in 1963? 

2, Were the telegr ams and telephone messages sent to the receiving person from 
a telephone office or fr om a Past Office? 

3. If messages were not delivered on paper or on a f or m of some sort, how were 
the messages delivered? 

4. 

5. 

In some instances, the telephone office and the Post Office were in different 
buildings, but was that a lways true? 
two offices were in the same buildin~ . 
questi on? 

Perhaps; in the smaller t owns, the 
Can anyone shed any light on this 

Were stamps applied to all messages? If the messages went to a government 
official, -I-assume-i'Jhat -the-mess ages~ were- f-iled-in-a-Go vel"-runent-O:?fiGe-.-Bu-t 

if the message went t o a private person, did that person receive the message 
form with stamps on it? 

6. If private persons did not receive the forms, where were the forms filed, or 
what was J one with them? Perhaps a duplicate messa~e was sent to the person, 
with the original form with the stamps on it being filed in some office 
Does anyone know? 

If anyone c~ give any expl anations to any of these questi ons (I look 
particularly to our Nepalese members) please let me know and I will publish 
them in the next newsletter 

COURT FEE STMiPS 
With reference to the listings in Newsletter No. 7 there are indeed incorrect 
i terns listed. Please delete the followine: -

Rupee stamps printed in black on white paper. 

Amendment 
5 Rupee Orange on V'lhi te Paper 
5 Rupee Oranze on Dlue Paper 

6 Rupee Ora.n[~e on Vifhi te Paper 

) 



From: Lester A. Michel, 309 Yucca Circle, Co l or ado Spr inps, CO 00906 , U. S.A. 
February 1978 

Dr. Wolfgane Hellrigl, the past-presiclent of the study Circle , hns encoura,c:ed me 
to write an article dealil1p., with the use of the st8.mps of Nepal f or payment of 
telephone-telegr aph mcssa.G;es. As we all mow, t he l ate prints of the classic 
issues _ as the 1929 and 1935 Sri Pashupati I ss ues, frequently bear the distinctive 
crescent-shaped 'telegraph' cancellations. Unf @rtunately, most of these have been 
removed from the message f or ms so that the date of use cannot be determined. The 
search is now goi nr, on for message for ms , or Pt~ts of them, which carry a date, as 
well as the cancelled stamps, to estab lish when and where these messages originated. 
Of the 25 or so that I have examined , the lare e maj ority c ome fr om the l ate period 
(1959-61) and bear Service stamps of that period r ather than postaee stat'lps. Examples 
be -'ril1f': postar:e stamps which were used durine the period :froD 1917 when the first 
telephone line coneected Kathmandu to the Indian telegr aph system in RQXaul, until 
1959 are not common. Therefor e , your aid is s olicited in helpine t o fill in s ome 
of the blanks in the record . 

The locally printed Sri Pashupati Issues are occas i onally seen with a portion of 
the f amiliar telegr aph cancel on them, but I h ave never seen a message form with 
stamp s of t his series attached and would be especially interested in obtaining dat a 
on any such existing message forms, as well as any Which bear the stamps of l ater 
issues, such as the first pictoria l series. 

More recently I have be come interested in anot her fiscal use of postaGe stamps. I 
have found that posta:::e s tamps have been used in place of documentary St8JJ1pS in some 
instat?-,?~.Ijl,~ " ;~~~ ~ar[£e black documentary stamps ( 70 x 145Il1111) i mprinted on native 
pe.per f orms used 'in l'Tepalese legal matters -, .are i mprinted not only in several den
ominations, but frequently cexry either Court Fee s tamps, or posta,~ e stamps, as 
well. I have not seen any published report on this particular fiscal use of the 
postage stamps of Nepal. 

Cancellation methods vary considerably and wer e not s t andarized, apparently. 
Often more than one method of cance llation i s used on the same document, including 
punched holes, a variety of seals both l ar ee and small, handwritten cancellations 
and simple ink lines drawn across the stamps. One interes ting example has ten 
posta .. oe st8JJ1pS affixed with eac h st8JnP beins 'cancelled' i ndividually by the hand 
written word 'Nepal' in Ene lish t Was 0. clerk simply practicine his penmanship??? 

Most of the f orms h ave the handwritten entry on the docl@ent scissored off 
rourr.hly, uno. the remainder, bearinf': the stamps, c annot a lways be dated. Dut 
postaee stamps usecl that I have seen inclw:;e the 5R value of the 1929 Sri Pashu
pati s eries on up t o and includ in3 the 5R value of the 1962 definitive series. 
Virtually all sets a.nd individual stamps i,ssued durin.: :, this period are represented 
by this usage, eXgept for the 195(6 Cor onation set. Dated documents which I have 
s een and which a lso c arry postase stamps bear dates r aneine from 1953 t o 1963 ( as 
of February 1978). Lar p:e handstamps appear in::-; on these documents are printed 
either in black or violet. Smal l seals are invariably in black and ~e frequently 
accompanied by punched holes. 

Lmong the most intri~uing usages are t hose instances in vmich a c ombination of 
Court Fee stamps and post ar;e stamps have been usecl , despite the f act that t he 
Court Fee stamps themselves were issued in a wide variety of denominations from 
1p on up t o 30R or more. Most frequently postage stamps seem t o have been used to 
cover s ome fraction of a Rupee I but the use of hi~~h value postage stamps indicates 
that this was not always so. Dated combination usar,es range from 1953 t o 1960. 
From .documents; I have seen, I as sume that Court Fee stamp s only were added during 
the period from 1944 t o 1951. This su~cests th~t a change in the fee schedule, or 
in the policy of stanp us age, may have occurred about 1951-53. 

Your comments on these observations would be most welcomed by Lester A. Michel. 



It would seem that there was not much t o i nterest Denbers in the l ast icuction [Cs I 
only received bids on half of the l ots 'l lthou~J;h it vr's quite c ODpetitive on the se . 
If a nyone is i nterested in the remflinin[3 l ots I will accept ~: of estim,-.,.te for these 
on a first come first served basis. Lots will be r e turned t o vendors on May "6th. 

Auction No. 3 
This time we h ,we a ll stnL1pS an:"[ the next one with the June Newslotter will be a ll 
Post al History. Bids t o reach me by June 3rd 1978 , Rules a s Newsletter No . 7 

Lot 13 

Lot 14 
Lot 15 
Lot 16 
Lot 17 
Lot 18 
Lot 19 
Lot 20 
Lot 21 
Lot 22 
Lot 23 
Lot 24 
Lot 25 
Lot 26 
Lot 27 
Lot 28 
Lot 29 
Lot 30 
Lot 31 

Lot 32 
Lot 33 
Lot 34 

1 Anna - fine used CS.G.l) thin at centre 8~Vlng three 
fin ho les in stamp. 
2" imna - pin perf. tete beche (S. G.19a) used 
2 Anna - 9 stamps a ll different shaes (1899-1917)used 
4 Axliia - (S.G.42) 4 different shades 
1 arma - tete lJeche pair (S.G.20a) used. 
1 arula - tete beche pair (S.G.29a) used 
2 Anna brown tete beche pair (SG 39 a ) used 
2 Anna Red br own, Te te bechepair ( SG 39a) u s ed 
As lot 20, but different shade. 
2 Anna Puple Dr ovffi, Tete 13eche pair (SG 3 9a) used. 
2 iuma Orang e Drown Tete Beche pair (SG lOa) used 
2 Anna Claret Tete ~eche pa ir ( SG 41a) 
~ linna Lake Tete Beche pair ( SG 410.) 
4 1I.nna Green Tete Beche pair (SG 4.20.) 
Bp Scarlet (SG 59 ) mint corner b l ock of 4 IMPETIF. 
2p. Green (SG 57b ) mint b l ock of 6 
6 p. P arli ament stamp (SG 134) FORGERY with normal 
2p. Dr own ( SG 57) Complete sheet - l ate 1950 ' s printin~ . 
10p. Airmail stamp (SG 115) Complete sheet on sP-lOoth 
native paper 
5 x iz Anna black - pin perf. (SG 1911.) used 
1 Anna (SG 3 8) used black of four 
TIDE11 sheet of 4 trangka blue - repr int 

~: Except for Lot 13 all other used stamps er e tele~h c ancels. 

Realisation Prices for Auction No. 2 

Estimate 

£4. 
£6. 
£9. 
£4. 
£3. 
£3. 
£4. 
£4. 
£4 . 
£5. 
£5 
£5 
£5 
,£10. 
£5 
.. 8.'3. 
£ 2. 

£10. 
£3 • 
£2. 
£5. 

Lot 1 - £16.30; Lot 2 - £4.80; Lot 3 - £8 .50; Lot 7 - £10.00; Lot 11 - £A.45; 
Lot 12 - £4.45 
No bids received on remainine lots. 

NEPAL HIMi,Lf~YAS CJrJ:IVlDHTG EXPEDITIONS 
If any members have any covers or po;tcards as cociated yvi th climbing expeditions, 
it would be appreciated if you could send me any details of base camp cachets ( or 
any other c ac hets) and if lmown'Vlta1:i'BP the climb wa s successful, or not. 

EVEREST ii.:NNIVERSARY COVER 
A s pecial souvenir c over is beil1[~ produced by the Mount Everest 25th .Anniversary 
Appeal t o Dark the 25th Anniversary of the first climb ing of Mt. Everest. The 
c overs will be serviced with the 25th. An niversary of the G. ~) . Cor onati on set and 
the special cancel of 2nd. June and will be obtainable from Mount Everest 25th 
Anniversary Appeal c/o :Gritish Mountaineeri~ Council, Crawford House , Precinct 
Centre, :::looth st. East, Manchester M 13 9 RZ at a c ost of £2. e ach. For a 
further £2. per signature, the s ame c overs are on o ffer wi ththe siGnatures 
of John Hunt, Sherpa Tenzing, Doug Scott and Chris ]3onington. 

Recent {\rticles pub lished by menbers. A Tale of Three Cities by Frank Vir'nola 
Published in the l'cmerican Philatelist in Janu~ry 1978 c overs the story of mail 
travellin8 between Khasa, Keron~ ana Kuti in Ti')et t o Nepal durin~ the period 
1896-1921. The 2rticle illustrates Dany of the postmarks used on c over s in 
transi t fr om the se Tibetan towns en r oute t o Kathmandu. 
Gu}~AR OKERO has also had published an excellent article on Nepal giving a 
rreneral historical nnc1 r;: eo.' -ra,)hic a l acc ount of the country in his own club 
;ar1D.zine in Sweden in F~b. ··197 8 . lle will have further articles published i n the 
s~e maGaz ine, on Nepa lese c ollecting . Co lin Hepper 
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