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Dear Friends, 
Your editor had the rare privilege of 

visiting Frank & Mae Vignola in their 
home in a charming old section of San 
Francisco late in January. Most of you 
do not know that Frank is involved with 
operations on both eyes. The first of 
these is in the past and Frank has near 
perfect eyesight in one eye. The other 
eye is scheduled for a similar operation 
in September. The road to complet e re
covery has its 'pot holes,' of course, 
but Frank has every reason to expect 
the best. Certainly we all hope for 
the best, Frank, and trust that you ?nd 
Mae had a great time at AMERIPEX '86 . 
Your editor looks forward to reporting 
on that outstanding exhibition nmv in 
progress as I write these words -- in 
the Third Quarter issue of POSTAL HlMAL. 

Your editor wishes to apologize for 
the tardy inclusion of Richard Hanchett 
among the T.ife Members. He is the very 
first of that group to reside in the 
USA. -- It is interesting to note that 
one country can boast that al l of its 
Study Circle members are Lif e Members! 
That country is Holland, the home of 
Dick van der Wateren & Peter Planken~ 
As of this writing, Holland is the only 
country that can claim more than one of 
our Life Members. The others represen
ted are: Nepal, Italy, India, Great 
Britain and the USA -- making a total 
of 7 Life Members in all. We thank all 
of these individuals for this tangible 
expression of optimism concerning the 
future of our Study Circle & of POSTAL 
HlMAL . 

Finally, we wish to thank Leo Martyn 
for the first 'Classified Ad' appearing 
in the next column. We hop e that all 
of you wil l read it. 

Lester A. Michel 

EUROPEAN LIBRARIAN NEEDED 

Our president, Dr. Pierre Couvreur, 
has decided that he should give up his 
post as Study Circle Librarian for the 
European area. Please write to him or 
to our Secretary, Colin Hepper, for more 
information if you can consider taking 
this position. 

WANTED 

PRESTAMP COVERS from 1879-1881 with "Ma 
hasul Chukti", "Mahasul Chuke", and "Ma
hasul Na Parne" manuscript markings. 
Also: Large seals on covers up to 1881; 
important classic stamped covers; classic 
stamp - Pashupati combination covers; co
vers with postal seal cancels; unusual 
Pa shupati covers; postally use d first 
type orange postcards; whole collections. 
Please write, describing items offered. 
I will purchase and/or trade for items. 
LEO MARTYN, P.O.Box 49263, Los Angeles, 
lA 90049, U.S.A . 

AREA REPRESENTATIVE FOR NEPAL NEEDED 

Mr. Dhruba Rudra has found it necessary 
to resign from his position as Area Rep
resentative for Nepal. We thank him for 
his years of service in that capacity & 
ask for volunteers tr) take up his duties. 
Please write to our Secretary, Mr. Colin 
Hepper, if you wish to consider this im -
portant post. 

XXXXXXXXXXXXX 

REPORT ON INAUGURAL MEETING 'DOWN-UNDER' 
--Colin Hepper 

The first meeting of the Australian 
members took place in Adelaide on Fri
day, 31 January & Saturday, 1 February 
1986. 

On Friday evening the first session 
took place at the home of Malcolm Camp
bell, with members Julie Marshall, Mar
tin Walker, Derek Pocock & Colin Hepper 
attending. 

Malcolm had borrowed some display 
boards from the local society and, after 
an informal meeting over a glass of wine 
and refreshments, Colin Hepper gave a 
display of 100 sheets, showing examples 
of most of the early postmarks up to 
1910. This was followed by an informa
tive talk, with slides by Malcolm, giv
ing a brief history of Nepal and a look 
at Nepal today. After further refresh
ments & coffee, and gen eral discussions 
on the talk, the evening finally broke 
up around midnight. 

(continued on page 13) 
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TIBET SLIDE SHOW IN COLORADO SPRINGS 

On 1 April, Art Ackley, whose Tibet 
exhibit has been winning awards at a 
number of exhibitions in the USA, was 
in charge of the program for the regular 
meeting of the Colorado Springs Stamp 
Club. He had arranged for a showing of 
our new Study Circle slide show on Tibet 
which was supplemented by pages of Art's 
exhibit material which were passed from 
hand to hand and discussed. Although 
Art & your editor are the only collec
tors of that part of the world among 
the membership, the program was enthusi
astically received & enjoyed by the 30 
members and visitors who attended. 

The 36-slide show is rather brief but 
provides a good overvie\17 of the stamps 
and postal history of Tibet. At the 
beginning of the show, 2 or 3 slides 
show some of the important r eference 
material, including POSTAL HIMAL , and 
the narrative discusses literature and 
mentions our Stud y Circle. We are glad 
to recognize Alan Warren for preparing 
this show and are grateful to James 
Booth for handling the slides for us. 

The slide show ma y be had by any group 
or individual by writing to: Mr . James 
A. Booth, 3141 Westview Drive, Beaver
creek, OH 45385. Three dollars, for 
postage & insurance, will be required 
in advance for shipment of the slides, 
which come with a printed narrative and 
a standard cassette tape. For more in
formation, see POSTAL HIMAL No. 44, p. 
40, or send a SAE to Mr. Booth. Recipi
ents of the slide show are expected to 
return the materials promptly after the 
scheduled showing, with appropriate 
postage affixed. 

EXHIBITION NEWS 

From the column titled "The Winners' 
Circle" in STAMP COLLECTOR Ca \17eekly 
philatelic newspaper published in the 
USA) for 6 April 1986, p. 16 , we read: 

"MILCOPEX '86, Feb. 28-2 March, in 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, sponsored by the 
Milwaukee Philatelic Society, Arthur F. 
Ackley received a VERMEIL award for his 
exhibit titled: Tibet - Stamps and 
Postal Markings." -- We note, also that 
the same exhibit received a VERMEIL at 
ROMPEX '86, in Denver, Colorado, in May. 
Congratulations, Art. 

12 

STUDY CIRCLE MEETING AT WESTPEX '86 
(as reported by Bill McConnell) 

Bill McConnell, who writes the regular 
column on 'Asian Area Philately' for the 
weekly philatelic newspaper, STAMP COL
LECTOR, has sent us a brief report on 
the Study Circle meeting held during 
WES'l'PEX '86 in San Francisco, on 25-27 
April 1986. 

S~x attended the meeting, including 
Dr. Swanson, Al Zulueta, Frank Vigno la, 
Fred de Ridder, Roger Skinner & Bill 
McConnell. Bill goes on to say: "There 
was a discussion of the J. Crow ad in 
LINN'S (another weekly philatelic news
paper) which offered a beginners collec
tion of Tibet for $5.00. Apparently, 
quite a few stamps in this collection 
were counterfeit. The person offer ing 
bought them from refugees from somewhere 
during his trip to India. He lives in 
New Hampshire. I assume the refugees 
are from Tibet and now live in Pakistan 
or India, but was not sure even after 
reading the letter he sent to a member. 

"There was some discussion concerning 
the large amounts of Nepal material now 
showing up in Dealer's stocks and there 
is some thought that much of this should 
be looked at, since no one seems to know 
where this material is coming from. It 
may be that much of this material is 
'bogus.' There is a rumor that someone 
found a large stock in a family that had 
been there since 1935 and that the estate 
had sold this accumulation to dealers ... 
but that is all heresay. 

"The shO\17 was excellent, probably the 
finest I have seen in many a year at 
WESTPEX ...... " 

AN AUTHOR'S CORRECTION 

With a recent l et t er, Mr. J. B. Manan~ 
dhar, author of a rec ent article on the 
Melung post office, enclosed a more ac
curate illustration of the postmark. He 

also pointed out that 
both drawings are the 
the work of K. Karma
charya, the artist, & 
not the writer. The ar
ticle referred to was 
published in POSTAL HI
MAL No. 45, p. 8, for the 
First Quarter of 1986. 



Hepper, REPORT ON INAUGURAL MEETING 
(conc luded) --

On Saturday afternoon the meeting was 
held in a local hall, where the time was 
used as a 'workshop' with the frames 
being filled with various items from 
member's collections. Topics which were 
discussed and displayed included 'How' 
to identify various early printings,' 
'Forgeries--ear l y and modern types, ' etc 
Derek Pocock gave members the benefits 
of his experience as an international 

judge, on how to present displays for 
exhibition. -- Four other members from 
local societies also joined us to make 
a very enjoyable afternoon. 

The final session was in the evening, 
when members & wives met at the Jasmin 
Indian Restaurant for a banquet meal. 
At the end of the evening, Colin Hepper 
thanked the members for attending, des 
pite the long distances involved, and 
addressed special thanks to Malcolm 
Campbell and his wife for the arrange
ments made over the weekend. 
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(Your editor would 
would like to call 
your attention to 
the programme for 
this meeting as it 
was pres ented in 
the previous issue 
of POSTAL HIMAL. It 
could serve well as 
a gu ide to others in 
future meetings of 
tt,is sort. We wish 
to congratulate our 
Australian members 
on their fine plan
ning and execution 
of a meeting we all 
would have enjoyed.) 

Above: Derek Pocock (right) in discussion wit h Malco l m 
Campbell & Julie Marshall 

(Your editor also 
asks that, if you 
are planning any sort 
of meeting involving 
the showing & study 

Below: (left to right) Julie Marshall, Malcolm Campbell, 
Martin Walker and Mike Hancy (visitor) 
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of Nepa l and/or Tibet 
material, as well as 
Study Circle members, 
please inform us as 
early as possible so 
tha t we may help with 
publicity of various 
sorts. Frank West
brook can help by 
offering ne,vs releases 
to local area pub
lications which may 
be more timely than 
POSTAL HIMAL which, 
of course, is mailed 
only quarterly.) 
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QUE S T ION S & A NSW E R S 

An answer to a question concern ing an 
"inscription" on some native Nepal pre
stamped envelopes (See question in POS
TAL HIMAL No. 45, p. 10.): 

Dr. Wolfgang C. Hellrigl published an 
article in POSTAL STATIONERY for July
August 1977, pp. 145-148, titled "Nepal: 
The Four Pice Envelope of 1933" , from 
which we quote: (pp. 147-148) 

"Apart from the different types of 
dies we also have an interesting sub
type of the envelope (t ype C die), 
bearing a black hands tamp on the flap 
(Figure 2). The story goes that some 
enve l opes had been forged with a view 
to defraud the Post Office; when the 
forgeries were detected, the Head of 
the Postal Department, Shri Bharatmani 
Adi, had his signature stamped on the 
flaps of all genuine envelopes for sale 
at post offices, in order to distinguish 
the genuine from the forged. While 
there may be some truth in this story -
from 1953 onwards both the 4 pice (type 
C die) and 8 pice envelopes were, in 
fact, endorsed in this manner -- it 
would now be virtually impossible to say 
whet her one of the 4 pice die types was 
indeed a postal forgery. Type D could, 
in my opin ion, be a possible suspect , 
since it was used during the regular 
currency of type C, two years prior to 
Shri Bharatmani Adi's action." 

Figure 2, ~~\rlIi@3-fT'~' ". .. ........... . .. , 
(The above answer was written by your 
editor before receiving several comments 
from readers on this question which ap
pear on this page and page 15.--Ed.) 

Dick van der Wateren writes concerning 
this question: 

"Mr. Axel Werner sent me (last year) 
a photocopy of a short article in an -
I t hink -- American philatelic magazine 
under the heading: "TOO SHORT TO SAVE" 
by "Hawkeye, " re "Handstamp on Nepal 
Envelopes"; 

" Some of the early Nepal envelopes on 
local made paper, 8 paisa vermilion 
(Higgins & Gage, No. 3), are found with 
a handstamp on the back flap in Devnagri 
letters, reading Shri Bharat Mani Dik-
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shit. Dr. Chowdhury tells us that his 
good friend from Kathmandu, Nepal, Mr. 
N. D. Shrestha, informs him that when 
these envelopes were current, large 
quantities were stolen from the post 
office, and new issues from the post 
offices were then stamped '''ith the name 
of the po stmaster on the back flap to 
distinguish the legitimate envelopes 
from the stolen stock." (Mr. van der 
Wateren sent us a photocopy of this very 
brief article which includes a photo
copy of the back flap of an envelope. 
The hands tamp shows up fairly clearly 
and seems to be the one illustrated in 
POSTAL HIMAL No. 45, p. 10, as well as 
the one in Dr. Hellrigl's article which 
is quoted in the column at left. -- Can 
anyone provide us with the source of the 
brief article by "Hawkeye" ?--Ed.) 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

ANOTHER NEPAL STAMP ALBUM 

S. L. Shrestha has recently informed 
us of another stamp album ,·;hich he has 
published for some years and of which 
your editor was not a\"are. The pages 
are smaller than usual, being approxi
mately 18.5 x 22 cm (7 3/ 8 x 8 3/ 4 in), 
or very nearly square and with 2 holes 
punched in the left margin a bout 8 cm 
apart. The pages a re simply, but taste
fully arranged, with headings and other 
markings in red and blue. Originally, 
this album, titled IfS. L. Shrestha's 
NEPAL Stamp Album (1881-1971)" was pub
lished in 1971 , and supplements for 1972, 
1973 & 1974 ,,,ere issued. This small but 
convenient album is still available from 
Mr. Shrestha, with annual supplements. 

Mr. Shrestha tells us that this album 
has been so popular locally that some 
enterprising packet dealer has copied 
it and that his copied version (in black 
& white) is " the pride of every packet 
seller in Kathmandu. " Interested readers 
should write to Mr. Shrestha for further 
details and for prices on his album.-
Ed. 



ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS IN 
POSTAL HIMAL No. 45 

--So L. Shrestha, Life 
Member of N&TPSC 

To Mr. Lou Hidu (page 7): The main 
source for the "propaganda l abels" so 
far as I know is Calcutta. Kathmandu 
was one of the best sources for them up 
to the second week of July 1985. Now 
the remaining Kathmandu stock of the 
"labels" has been dumped as well, after 
the confiscation of shops and a "bank" 
for importation. I think you can obtain 
some privately in Kathmandu or directly 
from: Nelson Eustis, Philatelic & Num
ismatic Adviser, Box 954, GPO, Adelairle, 
South AJstralia (Phone: 212 3576). 

To Dr. Raymond (page 9): Your opinion: 
" ... real sources of absolutely genuine 
Tibet covers have long ago been depleted 
--other than at auc tion." may not be en
tirely true. If you had gone through 
the membership list of the Nepal & Tibet 
Study Circle before coming to Kathmandu 
last year, you might have found some de
pendable sources, such as this reporter 
and other leading dealers in Tibet 
material . 

To Mr. Hepper (page 9): If you could 
print an enlarged photo of both sides of 
the cover in question, focussing, at 
least on the portion bearing the seal 
cancel, and if yo u \-lould send a photo 
copy, I may be able to tell you what is 
in the seal. 

To Mr. Derek McCullough (page 10) : 
Please check once ag~in your registered 
cover with the GPO Type 1 registration 
cachet. That should not be mailed in 
1966 (January), but must be in 1965 
(January)! The last, or closing date 
of the Indian Embassy Post Office in 
Kathmandu was 12 . 4.1965. 

Regarding the question appearing just 
beneath the above (page 10), please note 
that it was a seal inscription of the 
then Director of the Postal Department 
of Nepal in 1952-53, who ordered it ap
plied to control the leakage of some 
envelopes from the Press at that time. 
The inscription reads: "Shree Bharat 
Mani AA.DI. " 

(These various comments, and in par
ticular Dr. Gupta's statement at right, 
would seem to clarify the question con
concerning the "flap inscription. "--Ed.) 

FURTHER COMMENTS ON TIBET COVERS 
--So L. Shrestha 

It is unfortunate that Dr. Raymond has 
disclosed the 'Top Secret' for detecting 
or identifying genuine Tibet covers. In 
fact, forgers can easily get Yak-butter, 
Yak-skin coats and other Yak products in 
Kathmandu, to rub on covers to give them 
the Yak-smell. We invite all Study Cir
cle members to write to the Nepal Repre
sentative before visiting Kathmandu, as 
we would be happy to put yo u in contact 
with Study Circl e members in Nepal and 
he lp to make your stay more enjoyable. 
(Tho se \-lho have taken Mr. Shrestha' s 
advice--such as Dr. Hellrigl, Frank Vig
nola & Hans Wittmann--have had nothing 
but praise for the hospitality of our 
Nepalese friends.--Ed. ) 

Lou Hidu writes concerning the "quest" 
for the elusive Tibetan "labe ls" and the 
equally elusive Nelson Eustis. Lou has 
heard from two other members who offered 
the same address as that given by Mr. S. 
L. Shrestha. He also states: "F.C.J. 
de Ridder of San Francisco ha s also ad
vised me that these "labels " can be got
ten directly from the Secretary of His 
Holiness the Dalai Lama, Thekchen Cho
ling , Dharmsala (Kangra) Himachal Pra
kest , India . He says they can be pur
chased by making a contribution to the 
Tibetan Refugee Fund. To me, this is a 
preferable means of obtaining them than 
paying a private promoter. He says that 
the Tibetans will also provide commemo
rative "First Day Covers" of sorts." 

DR. P. GUPTA, LIFE MEMBER IN INDIA ALSO 
RESPONDS TO THE QUESTION OF THE MEANING 
OF THE INSCRIPTION ON SOME NEPAL ENVE
LOPES: 

" During one of my visits to Kath
mandu , I made enquiries about the mean
ing of this marking. I was told that, 
after this particular envelop e was re
l eased for sale in the post offices in 
Kathmandu, it was found that a large 
number of the envelopes had been stolen. 
In order to prevent the postal usage of 
the stolen envelopes, it was decided 
that all the remaining envelopes should 
be marked with a rubber stamp bearing 
the name of the then Postmaster General. 
Frankly, I do not know how far this is 
correct. However, this particular ex
planation was corroborated by others." 

15 



NEW ARTICLE BY PROF. ARMAND E. SINGER 

Those of you who enjoy Tibet philately 
& who are membe~ of the American Phila
telic Society, must have noted the ar
ticle titled "Of Sewing Machines, Per
forations, and Other Kindred Tibetan 
Matters." (pp. 328-343) in The AMERICAN 
PHILATELIST for April, 1986 . You may 
have also noticed the cover picture, 
showing Professor Singer using a sewing 
machine to "pin-perforate" a sheet of 
Tibetan stamps--with the caption, "A 
St itch in Tibet. See Page 328". 

This article, \vritten in Singer's in
imitable style, is a scholarly account 
of his research, conducted over a ten
year period, in which he has attempted 
to prove that some Tibetan stamps, at 
least, were perforated with an ordinary 
Singer (no relation) sewing machine . 

The article begins with a rather ex
haustive summary of published material 
dealing with the subject and which is 
responsible for the first ten of the 
16 references cited at the end of the 
article. This section is followed by a 
section sub-titled, "The Sewing Machine 
Theory: The Case for the Defense." 
And, while Professor Singer would be 
the first to admit that he does not 
have absolute proof, he does build a 
very strong case on the circumstantial 
evidence he has acquired. -- The last 
six references include commentaries 
which are rather lengthy in some instan
ces, and which add valuable information 
to the whole story being told. 

The article is made all the more in
teresting by the inclusion , of no fewer 
than six illustrations, not counting the 
large illustration of a Singer Sewing 
Machine of that period, at the begin
ning of the article. 

Professor Singer, Emeritus Professor 
of Romance Languages at West Virginia 
University, has collected and studied 
Tibetan stamps and postal history for 
many years, and has published articles 
in a wide variety of philatelic publi
cations, including POSTAL HIMAL. We 
congratulate Professor Singer for his 
stimulating article in the APS journal 
and look forward to more articles in 
the future.--Ed. 
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'~LL-KNOWN TIBET ERROR REDISCOVERED 

LINN'S STAMP NEWS for 30 December 1985, 
p. 27, in an item titled "Errors in stamp 
design," illustrated a pair of Tibetan 
stamps (191 2 issue) showing one with the 
familiar 'potsage' error. The comment 
under the illustration reads: "In 1912, 
Tibet issued its first set of postage 
stamps in denominations from 1 trangka 
to 1 sang. One position on the 2/3 value 
contained an error. It bears the word 
"POTSAGE" instead of Postage. Special
ists like to be able to show the error 
in a pair wit h a normal stamp." 

Alan Warren, one of our enthusiastic 
and eagle-eyed students of Tibet phila
tely , SdW the item and wrote the follow
ing letter to the Editor of LINN'S: 

"Your "Errors in stamp design" item 
in the December 30 issue contains an 
error in your text . The first issue of 
Tibet does not have denominations " f rom 
1 trangka to 1 sang", but rather 1/6 
trangka to 1 trangka. The 1 sang value 
(equivalent to 6 & 2/3 tran::" ka in value) 
appeared much later, in 1950, and its 
legitimacy is still questioned. 

"An interesting point a bout the POT
SAGE error on the 2/3 trangka value is 
that it occurs twice in the sheet. The 
sheets consist of three rows of four 
subjects, with the entire sheet of twelve 
designs having been hand carved from a 
wood block . The middle two positions, 
Nos. 6 & 7 in the sheet, are the famous 
POTSAGE errors. Thus anyone who has a 
block of four is sure to have at least 
one error." 

(As of this date, Alan has received no 
reply f rom LINN'S editor, but we felt 
that some of our readers would enjo y 
ths incident.--Ed.) 



"SPECIMEN" OVERPRINTS ON PASHUPATI ISSUE 
--Wolf gang C. Hellrigl 

Two years ago I had the rare opportu
nity of purchasing a superb Nepal col
lection. Formed by the late Dr . Berko
witz, of Germany, the collection was 
confined to the classic issues of the 
1881 - 1907 period and did not contain 
one single item of the telegraphic 
period printings. 

However , a page with the 1907 Pashu
pati issues was included at the end, 
a lmost as an afterthought. On that 
very page I was thrilled to find two un
recorded and probably unique stamps -
the 2 pice brown & the 16 pice violet, 
overprinted SPECIMEN, in black. Both 
stamps are mint & have full original 
gum. 

2 Pice Brown 16 Pice Violet 

This unexpected discovery adds a most 
interesting chapter to this first Per
kins, Bacon issue, \vhose wealth of ar
tist's drawings, essays, die and plate 
proofs, colour trials and SERVICE over
prints is unmatched by any other stamp 
issue of Nepal. 

To me, the fact that these t\vO SPECI 
MEN stamps were included in an early 
collection that had obviously been left 
untouched for several decades, was a 
vital point in their favour and so I 
really never had the slightest hesita
tion in accepting their bona fides. 
However, in order to obtain an addition
al reassurance on the credibility of the 
overprints, I con.tacted Mr. James Bendon, 
a leading authority on specimen stamps 
and co-author of the hand book "Specimen 
Stamps of the Crown Colonies 1857 - 1948" . 

Mr. Bendon pointed out that similar 
SPECIMEN overprints were known on some 
contemporary stamps of Liberia which 
were also printed by Perkins, Bacon . 
The Liberia issue in question is the 
1906 set of 13 (1 cent to $5), S.G. Nos. 
224-236; it is scarce with the SPECIMEN 
overprint. Since Mr. Bendon kindly sent 

me the 5 cents stamp of the Liberia 
specimens (overprinted in red), I was 
able to compare it with the Nepal over
prints. They are definitely identical 
in every particular, thus removing the 
l ast shadows of any doubt one tends to 
have when unexpectedly faced with a pre
viously unknown Nepal rarity . 

Apart from the Perkins, Bacon specimen 
stamps, the Berkowitz co llection also 
yielded a number of unique or very rare 
classic items, details of which I barely 
managed to include in the manuscript of 
the handbook, "The Classic Stamps of 
Nepal", before handing it over to the 
printers. Dr. Berkowitz held important 
cGllections of the whole world, the In
dian sub-continent being very well rep
resented. Tibet was not included, pro
bably because it did not start until 
after 1910, which would appear to have 
been the close- off date for Dr . Berko
witz' collecting interests. (This re
port was placed in your editor's hands 
some two years ago and was lost, for 
which unpardonable fal1ure, we must of 
fer our apologies -- not only to Dr. 
Hellrigl, but also to you, our readers . 
--Ed . ) 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

NEPAL CALENDAR 

With this issue of POSTAL HIMAL we in
clude the final four months of the Nepal 
calendar for the Bikram Sambat year 2042. 
Note that the last month (Chiatra) has 
30 days and ends on 12 April 1986. Thus 
the New Year (2043 B.S.) began on Sun
day, 13 April 1986. 

We do not plan to publish either the 
Nepal or the Tibet calendars for follow
ing years, unless some members request 
that we do so. We will try to fill re
quests for photocopies of current cal
endars to members \vho request them. -
Please write to the editor if you hav e 
questions or comments concerning this 
'exper iment . ' --Ed. 
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BUILDING A NEPAL COLLECTION 
--F. A. Westbrook, Jr. 

(Third in a series of discussions for 
beginners and intermediate collectors.) 

3. Sripech & Crossed Kukris Issues --
The Two Annas 

The 2-annas Sripech & Crossed Kukris 
stamp, like the 1-anna discussed in the 
second instalment of this series, was a 
part of Nepal's first issue of postal 
adhesives. It was printed over a period 
of 50 years in a multitude of colors and 
shades. And, like its companions, the 
1-anna & 4-annas, was printed by indivi
dual cliches locked into printing frames. 
During the ha:f-century history of these 
stamps, numerous tete-beche pairs resul
ted, due to carelessness by printers in 
replacing loose cliches upside down in 
the printing frames. 

There were at least 31 printings, or 
Settings, of the 2-annas between 1881 & 
1930. 

Unlike the 1-anna, however, there were 
no design changes through the stamp's 
long history, which complicates the as
signment of the varieties to the three 
time periods on which this discussion is 
based. Rather than working with design 
changes, reliance must be placed on 
color, paper, cancellations and the po
sition & number of inver~ed cliches in 
the sheets. The lat ter is only helpful, 
however, if one has full sheets or large 
multiples. 

The plan we are laying out will help 
the collector create a series of three 
accumulations of the 2-annas, each based 
largely on type of paper, color, quality 
of prtnting, cancellations, perforations 
vs. imperforate and tete-beche pairs, 
where they exist. In the third period, 
where sheets and mUltiples are more com
mon, it will be possible to be more pre
cise in pinpointing ex~ct Settings. 

First Time Period 
The 2-annas, like the 1-anna , first 

appeared in 1881. It was printed on 
European bond paper, easily distinguish
ed by its closely-woven, cross-patch pa
ttern by holding the stamps to light. 
It \oJas printed in purple, ranging from 
bright to pale. It is found on gummed & 
ungummed paper, pin-perforat ed & imper
forate. Only one inverted cliche is 
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known on bond paper, producing one tete
beche pair. There were three bond paper 
settings, but they are not easily dis
tinguished in single stamps. 

Second Time Period 
In 1886 Nepal abandoned the bond paper, 

substituting locally produced paper of 
rougher quality. This period extends to 
1907 and includes some 17 Settings. 

The native paper is strong & resists 
tearing, but poorer quality examples of
ten include bits of "undigested" bark. 
The native paper is easily distinguished 
from the bond of the first three settings 
as it is usu a lly off-white. When held 
to the light, fiber strands are visible. 
It ranges from tissue thin to almost 
cardboard-like thickness. 

For the most part the 2-annas of the 
second period were printed in a range of 
violet shades, but, toward the end of 
the era, shades of purple, lilac, laven
der & mauve appeared. 

The printing of the earlier native pa
per settings is very clear and the paper 
quality is good, medium thiL to thick. 
As time advances, paper quality becomes 
more varied and printing fluctuates from 
clear to blurred. 

The native paper stamps seldom are 
gummed, but some \.,ere pin-perforated 
probably unofficially, at least in the 
later years of the period. The number 
of inverted c liches increases with the 
years. 

This is by all odds the most difficult 
period for the less sophisticated col
lector of Nepa l. There are few sheets 
and large multiples to help date the 
stamps. The beginner, unless affluent, 
\.,ill be working with singles & small 
multiples. When working with mint 
stamps, assignment of specimens to the 
second period must be based, per force, 
on color, paper & printing quality -
guides that can be deceptive as quality 
control appears to have been forsaken 
for the most part. As a general 'rule 
of thumb,' it may be assumed that the 
clearer the printing a nd the better the 
quality of the paper, the earlier in the 
time period the stamps appeared. But 
this rule is not infallible. Another 
potential problem is that some of the 2-
annas print ed late in the second time 
period, as we shall see, came back into 
use in the third period. 
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There is another approach where mint 
stamps are involved. The 2-annas of the 
third period, our next subject of dis
cussion, are largely inferior in prin
ting & paper quality, and, for the most 
part, the color differences are radical. 
Since mint stamps of the third period 
are hard to come by, this alternative 
approach is quite simple. Assign mint 
copies that don't meet the specifica
tions of the third period to the second 
period. This approach is not infalli
ble, but the degree of error would not 
be great, if indeed there were error 
at all. 

The collector of used 2-annas of the 
second time period may have an easier 
time. Stamps with postal cancellations 
on native paper can safely be assigned 
to the second period, as, in 1907, Nepal 
issued the first of a new series of 
stamps of an entirely different design, 
which, from that time forward, accounted 
for virtually all postal usage. The 
Sripech & Crossed Kukris stamps may be 
found on covers dated after 1907, but, 
for the most part, they are "made to 
order." 

The rub, as we have seen, is that some 
of the 2-annas printed at the end of the 
second time period were re-issued in 
1917 for use in prepaying telegrams and/ 
or telephone calls. The colors of the 
stamps re-issued are, of course, those 
already mentioned for the latter part of 
the second time period. A solution, 
while on the opportunist side, perhaps, 
would be to assign all postally used 2-
annas on native paper to the second 
time period and telegraphically cancel
led stamps to the third time period. 
In other words, make a division by us age 
rather than by date of initial issue. 

Detailed information (well illustrated) 
on postal & tel~graphic cancellations 
can be found in "The Native Postmarks 
of Nepal," by Wolfgang Hellrigl & Colin 
Hepper, published by the Nepal & Tibet 
Philatelic Study Circle . 

Third Time Period 
In 1917 Nepal inaugurated a telegraph 

service between Kathmandu and India. As 
messages were prepaid by purchase of 
stamps which were affixed to the forms, 

large quantities of adhesives were soon 
needed. While the new issue of 1907 
sufficed for postal use, remainder 
stocks of the Sripech & Crossed Kukris 
stamps that had been stored in the 
Treasury were called back into service 
for telegraphic use. These remainders 
were followed by 10 additional settings 
of the 2-annas -- the last in 1930. 

The telegraphic period brings new 
light to the aid of the less sophisti
cated collector and the opportunity for 
some interesting and not too costly 
specialization. 

The quality of the stamps is of deci
dedly poorer quality than those of the 
second period. Paper is often very 
thin, but sometimes medium to thick. 
Printing ranged from fairly clear to 
smudged. 

A major hallmark of the period, how
ever, is the vast number of colors and 
shades in which the stamps appeared. 
Stanley Gibbons lists five basic colors 
for the 1917-30 2-ann~s -- red, lilac , 
purple, maroon & browl! -- but this is 
but 'a drop in the bucket' compared to 
reality. The shades are legion. It is 
not uncommon to find two quite distinct 
shades on a single sheet~ Colors are 
not listed by Stanley Gibbons, but are 
named by Wolf gang Hellrigl & Frank Vig
nola i n "The Classic Stamps of Nepal," 
including lavender , mauve , slate, grey, 
magenta, plum, carmine, claret, chest
nut, chocolate, orange-brown, sepia, 
cinnamon and numerous shades of the 
foregoing. 

Another hallmark of the period -- at 
least where used stamps are concerned 
are the distinct tel egraphic cancels. 
They are identifiable at a glance and 
as most copies of the 2-annas available 
are used , there is no problem knowing 
into which time period they fall. Mint 
copies, when available, can usually be 
identified by color & poor printing 
quality. 

The 2-annas of this period are not 
gummed, but most are available pin-per
forated and all are available tete
beche, usually at a moderate price. 

A relatively small number of the 2-
a nnas of the telegraphic period are 
availabl e in what is known as the 
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"cleaned lettering" variety. The prin
ting of the stamps had become so blurred 
that the cliches were vigorously scrub
bed, apparently, which resulted in some 
disfigurement of the lettering that is 
easily recognizable. But the cliches 
were neither recut nor retouched and 
they soon regained their former blurred 
condition. However, the "cleaned let
tering" variety can be regarded as a 
category for collecting. 

Full sheets of many of the 2-annas of 
the 1917-30 period are available, used 
& mint. Multiples, often large, also 
are fairly plentiful and sometimes may 
be obtained OP all or part of telegraph 
forms. The sheets, and sometimes the 
larger multiples , can be assigned to 
their actual settings by the position 
and number of inverted cliches . 

The less sophisticated collector can 
have a lot of fun in this area, building 
a significant collection with reasonable 
assurance that he is on the right track. 
Indeed, if all the colors & shades are 
assembled in singles, pin-perforated & 
imperforate, multipl es, tete-beche pairs 
& multiples , sheets (when available) and 
the "cleaned lettering" variety, the 
collector would be well on the way to 
filling an album. 
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1983 NEPAL COMMEMORATIVE COINS HONOUR
ING THE 30th ANNIVERSARY OF THE ASCENT 

OF MT. EVEREST 

Mr. S. L. Shrestha has sent us a copy 
of a small brochure announcing these 
commemorative coins. The total "World 
Mintage" is stated to be: 

350 only GOLD PROOFS 
1500 only SILVER PROOFS 
2000 only CUPRO-NICKEL PROOFS 

Price 
US $250 
US $45 
US $5 

"Each proof coin is encapsulated and 
cased in an attractive presentation box 
and has a numbered Certificate of Auth
enticity signed by the General Manager 
of the Singapore Mint. A special 10 x 
7 inch Commemorative Certificate signed 
by the two famous explorers (Sir Edmund 
Hi11ary and Tenzing Norgay) also accom
panies each proof. Sole Distributors 
appointed by His Majesty's Government 
of Nepal: Nepal Numismatic Bureau, GPO 
Box 981, Adelaide, South Australia 5001." 

In another place the brochure names 
Nelson Eustis, Manager of thp Nepal Nu
mismatic Bureau . We have no knowledge 
at this time as to whether or not any 
of these 'commemorative' coins are still 
available.--Ed. 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

CARDS & COVERS WITH SPECIAL CANCELS 
MARK VISIT OF QUEEN ELIZABETH 11 

Bill McConne1l's column titled "Asian 
Area Philately" in STAMP COLLECTOR for 
26 April 1986 (p. 16) describes & illus
trates cards & covers with special can
cels marking the v isit of Queen Eliza
beth 11 to Nepal on 17-21 February 1986. 
At least two different sets of souvenir 
cards & covers were prepared -- one by 
the Nepal Philatelic Society, the other 
by a member of our Study Circle -- M.B. 
Shrestha. These are avai lable from the 
various members of our Study Circle as 
well. Sets of 5 cards, or covers, are 
priced at $8 to $10.--Ed. 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

AUCTION 
ACTION 

--Leo Martyn 

Georg e Alevizos' public auction on 17 
December 1985 offered 107 lots of Nepal 



Martyn, AUCTION ACTION (concluded)--

and 4 lots of Tibetan material. There 
,,,as strong interest in most of the items 
as reflected in the following prices, 
which include the 10% buyers' premium. 

An unusual group of 11 original let
ters, written by G. A. Smythies ,,,hile 
he lived in Kathmandu (1944-46), des
cribing contemporary Pashupati settings 
and new 2-anna settings went cheaply 
for $55. 

An unused 1881 pin-perf 1- anna in the 
rare "milky blue" shade (H/V #16) with 
the "large dent" maj or flaw realized 
$412.50. 

Other unused first issue wove paperp 
brought between $66 and $165 depending 
upon condition and ann a value. 

An ex treme l y rare 1886 2- anna blue er
ror of color (H/V #9) in used condition 
(only 3 used copies recorded) was pur
chased for $660 (condition about fine). 

An unused block of 6 of the 1886-98 
4-anna was knocked down for $275. 

An unused 1898- 1907 2- anna purple, 
tete beche pair with "large dent" maj or 
flaw (pos. 8) went for $264. 

A very rare copy of the ~-anna orange
vermilion (H/V #34) unused with a natural 
paper inclusion brought $412.50. 

Two very fine telegraphically used 
copies of the ~-anna orange vermilion 
realized $253 and $209. 

A very rare 1917 1-anna deep emerald 
error Qf color (H/V #36b) telegraphi
cally used brought $231. 
Several lot s of the 2-anna in complete 
sheets telegraphically used (ca. 1917 -
1930) realized varying prices as follows: 

Aniline Carmine - $231 
Venetian Red showing partially 

"cleaned l ettering " - $770 
Claret - $242. 

Also, several lots of the 2-anna in 
comp l ete unused sheets were offered (ca. 
1917-1930): 

Brown Purple ~ $522.50 
Sepia (pas. 1 & 9 omitted) - $231 
Light Brmvn (pos. 1 & 9 

omit ted) - $264 
Orange Brmm (pos. 1, 9 & 49 

omitted) - $286 
An ex tremely rare imperf-bet,,,een-hori

zontally pair of the 1941 Pashupati 2p 
light green error .of color realized $605. 

The Postal History section ,,,as smaller 
than usual and there were not any impor
tant items which George usually is able 
to offer from Nepal. This also was true 

for the Tibet section. 

On 11 March 1986, George Alevizos of
fered 56 lots of Nepalese material and 
2 lots of Tibetan items. All prices 
include the 10% buyer's premium. 

A fine selection of first issue wove 
paper resulted in keen interest and 
st rong prices, as follm"s: 

Unused 2a pin- perf, bright purple-$209 
Unused 4a pin-perf, yellow green, 

small thin - $187 
Unused la imperf, ultramarine, hori

zontal pair, brilliant color & impres
sion - $577 .50 

Unused la imperf, dull blue, rich 
color - $253. 

Used la imperf, milky blue, clear 
Palpa cancel - $176 

Unused 2a imperf, bright purple, 
strong c olor - $297 

Used 2a imperf, bright purple, bold 
Palpa cancel - $176 

Us ed 2a imperf, bright purple, Bhoj 
pur cancel - $176 

Unused 4a imperf, yp}low green, hori
zontal pair, brilliant color - $825 

An 1889-1898 la dull blue block of 8 
with marginal s heet inscriptions - $176 

A very rare 1889- 1898 4a ye llow green 
with brownish gum (H/V #13 , Setting #4, 
pos. 8 see p. 162 in "The Classic 
Stamps of Nepal" by Hellrigl & Vignola) 
- $385 

An unused l a gr ey-blue on wove paper 
(H/V #25 ) brought $660. 

A telegraphically used ~-anna orange
vermilion brought $154 & an extremely 
rare tete beche pair of the same stamp 
with a light telegraph cancel realised 
$1815. 

The Postal History section contained 
several interesting and unusual lots. 

An 1843 cover from Prime Minister Fa
tehjung Shah to the Nepalese Envo y in 
Lhasa, with the original letter, 
realized $577.50. 

An 1879 (December) cover from Kathman
du to Palpa '''ith the "Mahasul Chukti" 
manuscript and at the possibl~ unique 
rate of 3/4 anna, ,,,ent to a lucky bu yer 
for $935. 

A 1904 double rate cover franked with 
a tete beche pair of the recut 1-anna, 
including position 64 and tied by a 
clear Pokhara cancel brought $220. 

The Tibet section offered a very rare 
& interesting Tibetan writing slate used 
for transmitting messages. It is circa 
18th-19th century. It realised $275. 
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NEPAL T.B. ASSOCIATION ISSUES SEALS 
--So L. Shrestha 

The first Seals issued in Nepal to 
help raise funds to combat tuberculosis 
were sold at 2Sp each, or in a sheet of 
12 for Rs. 3, in 1976. (See illustra
tion below.) Their sale was soon stop
ped due to misuse by the public as pos
tage on letters. Some few hundred let
ters are believed to have 

A few hundred sheets of each issue 
have been preserved. Please write to 
the author for further information. 
(All illustrations have been reduced to 
approximately half the original size.-
Ed .) 

Below: An example of the receipt issued 
by the Nepal T.B. Association. 

used these seals illegal
ly -- most of them being 
intercepted and destroyed 
by the P.O. at Kathmandu. 

i~~~~--"-""~~~~ ........ 

The seals were printed 
in 3 colours: Red , yel
low-orange &iiolet. A 
receipt was issued to 
the buyer -- example is 
shown at right . The 
second issue, shown at 
lower right, was issued 
in the same colours. 
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