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No. 48 Fourth Quarter 1986 

Dear Friends, 
He are happy to report that Frank Vig­

n ola had his operation on the other eye 
in September - apparently as successful 
as the first one - and he is pleased to 
trade those old, thick lenses for some 
n e~v, thin ones. Hhile ~ole have had no 
recent report, ~ole consider that "no ne,olS 
is good ne~ols " and trust that Frank's ey e 
problems are mos tly behind him nO\v. 

On a more somber note, we must report 
that Jack Young was seriously injured in 
an auto accident in late October. He 
do not know all the details, but assume 
that he was alone in his car at the 
time. His wife, Hel en, reports tha t 
Jack is improv ing and has been moved 
from the hospital to the Cathcart Home 
for rehabilitation. He suffered some 
very serious head injuries and this has 
been a very difficult time for both of 
them. Jack is able to read and ~olould 

enjoy hearing from his many friends in 
our Study Circle. He hope to give our 
readers an optimistic report on Jack's 
recover y in our n ext issue. 

This issue emphasizes the philately 
of Bhutan and we trust tha t there are 
other members, or prospective members, 
ou t there who ~olill regard this issue as 
a serious effort to include them i n our 
Study Circle. · Nildo Harper is already 
asking how we will cha n ge o ur l ogo to 
include Bhutan. So, ~ole invite sugges­
tions from our readers concerning this 
matter . 

Hith the year 1986 drawing to a close, 
your editor wishes to thank each of yo u 
who has contributed artic l es and infor­
mation for POSTAL HI~~L - and f o r your 
letters & card s of encouragement. He 
want t o make our publication ~olhat you, 
our members, want it to be.- Please note 
Al Zulueta's AHERIPEX DIARY on pp. 43-45 
in this issue. The article was print ed 
with the aid of a computer, giving con­
stant line lengths and a somewhat diff er­
ent type face. The latter can b e cha nged, 
of course , and your editor is serio u s l y 
thinking of using a computer system for 
the production of future issues. Yo ur 
comments, criticisms & suggestions a r e 
earnestly sought. 

He apologize to Frank Hestbrook a nd 
to our r eaders for the decision by your 
edi t or to postpone until next issue th e 
discussion of the ~-anna stamp - the 

next section of " Building a Nepa l Co l­
lection." He will try to r ect ify t ha t 
omission in our next issue . 

Hith all best wishes for a Happy 
Holiday Season and for a Pro s perou s 
New Year in 1 987. 

Lester A. Miche l 

WANTED 

PRESTAMP COVERS from 1879-1881 with "Ma­
hasul Chukti", "Mahasul Chuke", and "Ma­
hasul Na Parne" manuscript markings. 
Also: Large seals on covers up to 1881; 
important classic stamped covers' classic , , 

stamp - Pashupati combination covers; co-~ 
vers with postal seal cancels; unusu~l 
Pashupati covers; postally used first 
type orange postcards; whole collectio~s. 
Please write, describing items offered. 
I will purchase and/or trade for items. 
LEO ~~RTYN, P.D.Box 49263, Los Angeles. 
rA 90049, U.S.A. 

BHUTAN HANTED: Any specialty material -
modern commercial covers, postal - fiscal 
covers , pre-stamp material, proofs, es­
says, original drmolings, etc . No mint 
stamps, please. Hrite with offer; all 
lett ers will b e answered . Nildo Ha r per , 
560 Hain Street, Ap t. D701, Roosev elt 
Island, Nelol York, NY 10044, U.S.A. 

( See POSTAL HIMAL No 45 1 f d . ,p. , or e-
tails on the cost of 'Cl assified Ads. ': 
$1.00 per line for a single insertion, 
or $3.50 per line for 4 consecutiv e in­
sertions.-- Ed.) 

USA REPRESENTATIVE APPOINTED BY THE 
NEPAL PHILATELIC SOCIETY 

Lester A. Hichel, Edit o r of POSTAL HI­
~~, has been appointed as the Re presen­
tative for the USA - a post Iolhich has 
been vacant since the resignation of Mr. 
FrankVignola. Ne,ol, and rene'oling, mem­
bers can n ow r emit dues t hr oug h Mi c h el, 
thus avoiding the expense of sending 
directly to Nepa l via r egis t e r e d ma il. -
Dues are now $5.00 for 1 year, or $12 .00 
for 3 y ears. A Lif e Hembe r s h i p i s a l s o 
a vail able . - Questions, lett e r s t o the 
editor and articles for publica tio n i n 
the NPS journal (PHILATELY) may also be 
forwarded throug h the new USA Repr esen­

tative. 
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EXHIBITION NEWS 

A REPORT ON STOCKHOLHIA ' 86 
--Holfgang Hellri gl 

The Horld Philatelic Exhibition, STOCK­
HOLMIA '86, held in the S\vedish capital 
from 28 Augus t to 7 September 1986, \vas 
a very fine & well-organized show. The 
Asian section - in the competition as 
well as championship class - was very 
strong, featuring exceptional coll ec­
tions of Mongolia, China, Korea, Afghan­
istan, Thailand, Ceylon, Bhopal, Portu­
guese India and Indian Postal History. 

I showed 7 frames of my classic Nepal 
collection in the competition class and 
,vas awarded a LARGE GOLD medal. Mr. P. 
Gupta shmved 4 frames of his Nepal col­
lection in the jury class. 

The Hellrigl/Vignola handbook, "The 
Classic Stamps of Nepal", ,vas once more 
very successful in the literature class, 
receiving its third international GOLD 
medal in a rmv (only 8 GOLD medals were 
awarded in this class which featured 
205 entries!). 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

FRANK VIGNOLA HONORED 

During AMERIPEX '86, the noted Indian 
philatelist, D. N. - Jatia (Vice President 
of the F.I.P. and an international judge 
of repute) approached Frank Vignola and 
invited him to become a member of the 
Philatelic Congress of India . Becaus e 
Frank feels that he should support the 
philatel is ts of India, since they are 
closely allied with Nepal philately, and 
since P. Gupta (a Life Memb er of the Ne­
pal & Tibet Philatelic Study Circle) is 
President of the Philatelic Congress of 
India, & for a number of other reasons, 
Frank is especially honored to join as 
a Life Member. Not many foreigners are 
invited to join this elite group of 
philatelists and we thought that members 
of the Study Circle should share in this 
important event.--Ed. 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

LOST COLLECTIONS 

Mr. P. Gupta, who l ost two valuable 
collections while they were being trans-
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JOHN YOUNG 'S NEPAL TAKES GOLD AT SEPAD 
--Alan Harren 

One of thirteen GOLD medals awarded at 
SEPAD ' 86, held at King of Prussia, PA, 
in September, went to John A. Young , Jr. 
for his exhibit, "Classic Stamps of Ne­
pal: A Study of the Settings of the ~ , 

1, 2 & 4 Anna Stamps from 1917 to 1930." 
John's six frames began with the first 
issue of April 1881, showing imperfor­
ates, color shades, various settings, 
examples on cover, multiples, tet e-beche 
and paper thickness varieties. 

Also seen was the 2 anna error printed 
in the 1 anna blue color. A highlight 
of the exhibit was the only known com­
plete sheet of the 1 anna, Sett i ng 12, 
with cliche #64 inverted. The sheet was 
unofficially pin-perforated. John also 
sho\ved some sheets from the 1901-07 prin­
tings which had been recovered from the 
\.J\.J 11 "blit z", with evidence of fire 
damage in the margins. At the jury cri­
tique, the judges were hard pressed as 
to how John could improve this fine ex­
hibit . 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

ported to AMERIPEX '86, reports that the 
other collections also being shipped in 
the missing trunk were: 

1) Indian Classics - mmed by Hr. Kot­
hari (Championship Class collection), 

2) Sourth - mmed by Hr. Medhora, and 
3) Jaipur - owned by Hr. Dangi (Junior 

Collec tion) . 
We regret the fact that no clues as to 

the whereabouts of these collections 
have been obtained by the authorities. 
All collectors of Asian material should 
' keep their eyes open' for items which 
might come from these collections.--Ed. 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

Your editor entered the four issues of 
POSTAL HIHAL for 1985 (Nos . 41-44) in 
ST~!psHOH ' 86, he ld in Hashington, D.C. 
on 21-24 August. He are pleased to re­
port tha t our publication received a 
SILVER medal in the competition, which 
sa\v only 3 GOLD meda l s a\varded and 14 
VERNEIL medals given. He can be proud 
of ou r succe ss with our modest journal 
and hope that good publicity will come 
from these efforts to let the philatelic 
public know of our existence.--Ed. 



UNOFFICIAL STUDY CIRCLE ~ffiETING 

IN BRIXEN (ITALY) 
--D. van der Wateren 

Four members of the Study Circle \.;rere 
together during the period of 12-14 Sep­
tember, in Brixen, Italy. Wolfgang 
Hellrigl (just returned from the stamp 
exhibition in Stockholm) and Erhard 
Mailander met with Peter Planken and 
myself . 

On Friday they dined together in the 
hotel where Dick & his wife and Peter 
were staying for a week, and they had a 
good talk about Nepal and philately. 

On Saturday afternoon, Wolfgang shm.;red 
his Nepal exhibition collection and we 
all enjoyed the opportunity to see such 
a beautiful collection. After that, 
Peter showed three 1881 stamps, mint & 
imperforate, \.;rith full, white gum. 
Wolfgang congratulated Peter on his un­
usual find. This is the second complete 
set of three knmvn \.;rith full , white gum . 
Wolf gang also congratulated Dick with 
his find of a very nice mint block of 12 
from Setting 21 of the l-anna, second 
state, which~s unpriced in the Hlv ca­
talogue (No. 35 b/c). 

On Sunday we saw the good collection 
of Nepal which Erhard has built and of 
which he can be truly proud. 

We (Peter and Dick) \.;rish to thank \volf­
gang and Erhard for all we learned during 
the more than ten hours we were together 
-- and for the package of 112 photocopies 
of the pages in Wolfgang's exhibition 
collection. We hope to meet again and, 
if it is possible for you to come to 
Holland, you are all welcome to join us 
to share in our informal philatelic 
meetings. 

(Dick sent us this report just before 
leaving on a trip to Nepal, where he 
planned to stay for a week with his 
friend, Punnya Sthapit -- also a member 
of our Study Circle. During that week 
Dick hop ed to attend an auction held by 
the Nepal Philatelic Society and an op­
portunity to meet several other members 
of the NPS . After that week, Dick was 
to t ake a walking trip from Tansen to 
Bu t\.;ral with five of his countrymen be­
fore returnin g to Holland. We have re­
ceived an attractive view card from Dick 
\.,hich \.,as postmarked in Kathmandu in 
late October and we look f orward to re­
celvlng a report on that interesting 
walking trip.--Ed .) 

Picture caption: Peter Planken, Dick 
van de r \-Jateren, IVolfgang Hellr igl and 
Erhard Mailander relaxing in front of 
the hotel in Brixen, Italy. 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

O'SDLLIVAN TIBET COVER - A RESPONSE 
--Armand E. Singer 

Mr. O'Sullivan was the postmaster or 
the like, as I recall, and sent lot s of 
"philatelic items" to his \.;rife. (I have 
one of the ~-anna yellow, rather than 
orange , stamps affixed.) Ricketts, Rad­
gowski & I did an article on Tibet pos­
tal rates (\-Jeekly Philatelic Gossip, 
April 29, 1961 - reprinted in THE GREAT 
WALL). We never go t enough Chinese oc­
cupation of Tibet covers to be positive, 
but suggested 3 cents Chinese, later 1 
or 2 annas (surcharged), internal, non­
registered and 26 cents, Chinese, to 
India, registered, including Acknmvled ge­
ment of Receipt. As for surcharged, the 
later ones varied so much by extra weight 
& value, possibly, we just couldn't say. 
Some day, I'd like to redo & updat e that 
article. I have seen more covers since . 
Maybe we could settle the questions. 
4 annas to India (including A.R.) pro­
bably normal for registration at the 
border. I al\.;rays assumed senders or re­
ceivers l eft money at border for affix­
ing stamps. Most of the covers I've 
seen are by few hands or commercial 
firms. They would have a representative 
or friend in the P.o. for the few letters 
that crossed, I'd suppose, but am not 
sure. Of course, China was a member of 
the U.P.U., so no extra stamps were 
needed for a regular lett er, but fo r 
r eg i ster ed mail, ye s. Apparently, 
Chinese registration held only to the 
border. 
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NEWS FROM KATHMANDU 

(Bishnu Lal Shresta, Secretary for The 
Nepal Philatelic Society and member of 
our Study Circle, has sent us a copy of 
the most recent issue of the official 
journa l of the NPS -- PHILATELY. Al­
though it is a "Half-Yearly Journal", 
only one combined volume has been issued 
in each of the last 3 or 4 years. This 
issue is Vol. 13, Jan/July 1986, No. 1 
& 2.--Ed.) 

This 30-page issue is modest in size, 
but is packed with a large amount of in­
formation. The Table of Contents lists 
the following major topics: 

1. The Centenary of Our ·Post-Card by 
J. B. Manandhar (pp. 1-10) - of inte­
rest to anyone ~vho collects & studies 
the postal stationery of Nepal. 

2. Exhibition Ne~vs (ITALIA-85) (p. 11) -
a brief report on this important event 
including the mention of awards won by 
Hardyal Singh Gupta & Dr. W. C. Hell­
rigl for their Nepal exhibits. 

3. New Issues and Special Post Offices 
(pp. 12-17) - with technical details & 
other information of value to those 
who collect these items. 

4. Development of Postal System Under 
Chandra Shumshere, the 5th Rana Prime 
Minister of Nepal by N. G. Rajkarnikar 
(pp. 18-20) - useful to all students 
of Nepal postal history . 

5. 9th General Meeting News (p. 22) - A 
brief summary of the subjects discussed 
and names of various officers elected 
at a meeting held o n 3 August 1986 . 

6. Biography: Mr. P. R. Bajracharya (pp. 
24-25) - A feature of each issue -- in 
this instance of a n i mportan t philate­
list who is also a fre e- lance writer, 
artist & designer in Nepal. 
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7. New Member's List (pp. 26-27, 30) -
including the names & addresses of 21 
persons - 16 d omestic and 5 abroad. 

The remainder of this issue includes 
Letters to the Editor , advertisements, 
etc. - Three Overseas Representatives 
are listed: Mr. Hans Wittmann, West 
Germany; Mr. Colin Hepper, England and 
Prof. Dr. Lester A. Michel, USA. 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
ANOTHER RECENT FORGERY 

--Lester A. Miche l 

Dr. Wolfgang C. Hellrigl initiated a 
new series on forgeries -- a series ti­
tled "Focus on Forgeries -- which first 
appeared in POSTAL HIMAL No. 35, for the 
Third Quarter of 1983. In "Focus on For ­
geries - Part 11", ~vhich appeared in POS­
TAL HlMAL No. 39, for the Third Quarter 
of 1984 (pp. 31-32), Dr. Hellrigl repor ­
ted and illustrated a forged SAI.,TARI CAHP 
P.O. (KHASRA) cancellation. 

My eye was caught by the description 
of Lot No. 319 in Study Circle Auction 
No. 37, ~vhich closed on 19 July 1986, so 
I bid on cnd got the lot. The de sc rip­
tion reads: "1917 India cover to Nepal 
with a S~vari Camp receiving pmk." Upon 
receipt of the l ot and examining it I was 
convinced that the cover was genuine, but 
that the receiving postmark was a forgery. 
So I sent the cover to Dr. Hellrigl for 
examination. He commented on the cover 
and agreed with my diagnosis. Upon con-· 
sultation ~vith Colin Hepper, a compromise 
was reached on the price and the cover 
has been added to my forger y collection. 

All of us must realize that it is not 
possible f or our hardworking Secretary to 
check on the bona fides of every item 
sent to him for inclusion in our auctions. 
We d epend on all vendors to be careful to 
describe lots as accurately & completely 
as possible. But, we must add that even 
knmvledgeable collectors & vendors are 
n o t always aware of the existence of for­
geries among their holdings. In this in­
stance, I wa s suspicious of the item from 
the beginning and. perhaps, should have 
pointed out my suspicions t o Mr. Hepper 
before bidding o n it. As Dr. Hellrig l 
pointed out to me, the statement on p. 34 
of "The Native Postma rks of Nepal" by 
Wolfgan g Hellri g l & Col i n Hepper, pub­
lished b y the Study Circle in 1978, 

(conclud ed on page 41) 



Michel, ANOTHER RECENT F .... (conc lud ed) ­

clear l y states: liThe ROYAL Clu'1P postmark 
(Fig . 9) was in use for 10 days only , 
during King George V's visit t o Nepal, 
in Dec ember, 1911." Clearly , then, a 
1917 India cover to Nepal with such a mark 
used as a receiving cancellation must be 
suspect. And, being mvare of that state­
ment ,.,hen I bid on the item, I felt honor 
bound to accept and pay for it. 

All of ,vhich simmply suggests that each 
of us should help dealers & vendors by 
calling their attention to forged items 
in their offerings - to help them protect 
their own good names and to keep our hob­
by as free as possible from being vic­
timized by the unscrupulous . 

NEH PUBLICATIONS: 

DER AUSBAU DES POSTHESENS I N BHUTAN 
--Peter Haubner 

(This unpublished summary on Bhutan pos­
tal history is based on the s tud y of the 
author's personal collec tion.--Ed.) 

The title, in English, reads: The De­
velopment of the Postal System in Bhuta n 

After a brief introduction, the author 
gives a list of 92 post offices which 
have been opened s ince 19 61, listed in 
chr ono lo gica l order with specific dat es . 
Thi s list is fo llmved by examples of 
some 15 early po stmarks . Exampl es of 
various types of postmarks fol l ow , as 
well as other items, such as registra­
tion labels, e tc. 

Al though the artic l e is written in 
German, anyone reasonab l y familiar wi th 
Bhu tan philat e ly will find it useful and 
well worth the time spent with a German­
English d i ctionary. Herr Hau bner wou ld 
be pleased to correspond wit h anyone in­
terested i n Bhutan philately . His ad­
dress is: Zobel sreutherstrasse 27 , 
D 8670 Hof/Saa l e , HEST GERMANY . 

SPEZIAL - KATALOG DER Gfu~ZSACHEN NEPALS 
1887-1985 (2. Teil) 

--Prof. Dr. Axel Herner 

(S ee our r eview of Part 1 of this publi­
cation concern i n g the postal stationery 
of Nepa l in POSTAL HIMAL No . 47, Third 
Quarter 1986, p. 29.--Ed.) 

Part 2 is a brief (one page) section de­
voted to a fe,v correc t ions fo r en tries 
in Part 1, dealing wi th postal cards 
with H & G Nos. 5 & 6 (or Nos . 2a & 2ad, 
as Werner numbers them). 

Part 3 (3. Teil) immedia tely follmvs 
Part 2 a nd brings this study of po stal 
cards up-to-date, as it discusses those 
items issued from 1925 thr ough 1985, 
with many full-size illustra tions in 14 
pages of the INDIEN REPORT Nr . 47, for 
June 1986 . 

In Nr. 48, for August 1986 , we find the 
4-page supplement (Part 4) which con s ists 
largely of addit i onal inf orrr~ tion on the 
postal cards, as provided by Mr. Fr ank 
Vignol a . This section ends with a com­
plete table of the postal card s, l isting 
both Higgins & Gageand He rner numbers , 
along with Werner ' s valua tions in DM & 
H & G valuations from the "1 980 price 
supplement", converted to DM. 

Part 5 is devoted to postal sta tionery, 
beginning in 1933 with the 4p gr een and 
8p red envelop es , and continuing onward 
through 1980 ,.,hen a 30p enve l ope wa s 
is su ed. Valuations ar e given for all 
it ems lis t ed and full-si ze i llustrations 
are includ ed ,.,here appropriate. The sec­
tion ends with a 7-item bibliography. 

He should mention that Prof. Dr. Herner 
has inserted advert isements of Nepal ma­
t eria l offered fo r sal e in each of the 
thr ee issues of the INDIE~ REPORT he ha s 
sent to us. Al so , no t e his adverti se­
men t in POSTAL HIHAL No . 47, p . 26 . (He 
wish to thank Prof . Dr. Werner fo r sen­
ding us the three consecut ive numbers of 
the I~~IE~ REP ORT containing the mat e ria l 
on which we have reported and we look 
fon.,ar d to additional parts which ,,,ill, 
we presume , deal with aerogrammes, r eg is­
tr y envelopes , e t c .--Ed .) 
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BRITISH-INDIAN CANCELLATIONS OF NEPAL 

Dr. Ho lfgang Hellrigl is trying to re­
cord the exact periods of use of the 
early British-Indian cancellat ions (ob­
literators) of Nepal. 

So far, no cancellations have been re­
corded for the follmving years : 18 64 , 
18 69, 1870, 1872, 1873, 1874, 1884, 1885, 
1886, 1887 and 1888. 
~yone who has a cover bearing British­
Indian stamps cancelled in Nepal during 
one of the above-mentioned years, is 
kindly asked to supply full details (ex­
act date, description of cancellation 
and other markings, etc.) or a photo­
copy of both sides of the cover. 

Registered covers: So far, only two 
registered covers of "British-India used 
in Nepal" have been found with dates 
prior to 1883. Anyone who has a pre-
1883 registered cover that departed from 
the British-Indian P.O. of Nepal, is 
kindly asked to contact Dr. Wolfgang 
Hellrigl, P.O.Box 349, 1-39100 Bozen, 
ITALY. 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

TIBET - THE 'OFFICIAL '.'AND": RADIO TELEGRAPH 
STAMPS 

--Wolfgang C. Hellrigl 

Those ",ho collect & study the stamps & 
posta l history of Tibet will be familiar 
with the 'Officials' and, probably, ",ith 
the 'Radio Telegraph' stamps as ",ell. 
Dr. Hellrigl has produced an unusual ar­
ticle on the subj ect -- an article \vhich 
was published in The CHINA CLIPPER, Vol. 
30, Number 6, for September 1986 Ca Spe­
cial 50th Anniversary Issue), pp. 176-
195. It makes fascinating reading since 
the author asked leading Tibet experts, 
both collectors & dealers, to answer the 
following questions: 

1) What is your opinion on the status 
of the so-called 'Official' and 'Radio 
Telegraph ' stamps of Tibet? 

2) Should either of these issu es be 
catalogued? 

Thirteen people, besides Dr. He11rigl 
himself (making 14 statements in all), 
responded to this invitation and these 
responses are printed in full in this 
unusual article. 

The range of opinions, here expressed 
after some 35 years has e lap sed since 
these items first became knmffi to phila­
telist s , is extreme, to say the least, 
and the reader is left to form his O\ffi 
opinion on these two questions. 
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As an interested by-stander ",hose kno \<l­
ledge of Tibet philately is rudimentary , 
your editor can only say that, as in poli­
tics, religion and other areas of human 
thought and activity, ",e all believe ",hat 
\",e \vant to believe. \.fuat one may accept 
as proven fact may be disput ed by another. 
Opinions and value judgments are rarely , 
if ever, completely shared by any two 
people. Personally, I found the various 
statements to be illuminating and educ a ­
tional, leaving me with a more open mind 
on these questions than I had had before. 
I can only say that I now ho pe tha t addi­
tional information, including discover ies 
that I can accept as "facts," will even­
tually forthcoming. In the meantime, \ve 
must make our decisions as best we can, 
kno",ing that the information available is 
incomplete. -- The article ends with 7 
pages of illustrations of these items 
the most complete that I have seen in one 
place. 

Finally, \ve express our thanks to Dr. 
Hellrigl for a copy of this article and 
to Mr. F.C.J. De Ridd er for sending us a 
copy of this special issue of The CHINA 
CLIPPER.--Ed. 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

MORE ROYAL CAHP (SAHARI) CANCELLATIONS 
--David R. Innes 

In a letter dated 11 April 1986, I was 
offered the follo",ing and I purchased a 
set of the 1906 Pashupati stamps in pairs, 
neat ly cancelled \<lith the Royal Camp CSa­
wari) hands tamp . The cancellations seem· 
genuine, but the stamps have undisturbed 
gum on the back. Shortly after I made 
this purchase, Stanley Gibbons sent me a 
photocopy of the classic 1 Annas stamps, 
also in pairs, with cancellations on the 
same date. Have others been offered simi-
lar items recently? 

(Your editor ",rote to Hr. Todd, of Stan­
ley Gibbons, concerning the pairs of 1-an­
nas stamps mentioned above a nd received 
the following reply: "By the time yo ur 
letter arrived the ' Royal Camp' postmarks 
had both been sold , but I am sure these 
were, in fact, genuine, as they had for­
merly been on a page with both Dawson & 
Smythies' hand",riting telling me ",hat 
they \vere!" 

This statement allayed my fears, but 
caused me to \<londer if a philatel ist ",as 
in the retinue accompanying King George V 
on that occasion. Could it have been 'H. 
Krauller' \<lhose name appears on a fe", 
early postal cards of Nepal?--Ed .) 



AMERIPEX '86 DIARY 
by 

AI Zulueta 

Ten years ago, I missed INTERPHIL. I 
made up my mind then that I wouldn't 
miss the next International held here In 
the UnIted States. 

Late In November 1985, I began to 
make hotel arrangements and tend to the 
other details of travel. Then, a 
complication. A local paint company 
needed a Technical Writer and Editor 
with some knowledge of chemistry. They 
made an offer I found difficult to 
refuse. 

Now, what!? I'll need time off ••• I 
won't have vacation tl me unt II a year 
passes. Hmm ••• I know what: 1'1 I ask for 
a leave of absence. Lo and behold, they 
gave It to me. AMERIPEX here I come! 

At a quarter to ten, the traffIc 
near the exposItion center was already 
backed up a couple of blocks. Uniformed 
officers stationed themselves every hal f 
block, directIng cars and buses Into the 
parkl ng lots. 

As the hotel shuttle bus approached 
the hall's mal n entrance, I coul d see a 
large crowd lined-up outside waitIng for 
the doors to open. Our bus bounced 
along the final few feet then stopped 
right next to the crowd. WaitIng for my 
turn to get off, I looked around the 
bus. Many had that look of eager 
expectatIon. They must have felt lIke I 
dId: It really looked lIke the start of 
somethIng bIg! 

My first day was a work day. A year 
before, I vol unteered to work for a 
postal history dealer that had a booth 
at the show. After getting my dealer ID 
badge (calor picture and all), I show ed 
up at the booth ready to go. 

ActivIty was hectIc. Most of the 
tIme, peopl e were two- or three-deep at 
the counter. But, at the end of the 
day, none of us campi al ned. After al I, 
we had sold enough to just about make 
expenses for the entIre show. 

That evenl ng was the fIrst of 
, several Informal get-togethers of Nepal 
I and T I bet co I lector s at the show. Frank 
i and Mae Y I gnol a, Dr. Wol fgang Hel I r I gl , 
; Fred deRldder, Leo Martyn and I went out 
I to dInner. The day's excItement was 
stili there that evenl ng as the su bj ect 
of conversatIon quIckly turned to "show 
, n' te I I • " 

To everyone's surprise, our waiter 
unintentionally tried to dampen our 
philatellcally-Insplred enthusIasm, but 
Leo's good-natured sense of humor 
carried us through the evening. 

Leo Martyn, Dr. Hellrlgl and I met 
that morning. The day before, they had 
already made . thelr first pass through 
the deal ers. So, they had a pretty good 
Idea of who had what. Judging from what 
they talked about and shC1n'ed me earlier, 
good material was out there. 

'I "Are you I nts !-ested I n full sheets?!! 
Leo asked as we wal ked over to one 

I
dea I er's booth. "H I s pr i cas are a I I tt I e 

; high," whIspered Leo. 

I LeanIng si Ightly forward and 
. striking the characterIstIc pose of a 
I col lector about to ask a question: "Do 
you have any Nepal 7" I InquIred. 

"Yes," he sa Id, paus I ng and tapp I ng 
hIs chin with his fInger. "But, I have 
to find the envelope they're In." 

In a few moments, a manIla envelope 
was placed on the counter: Setting 23, 
unused with trial perforatlons ••. Settlng 
19 with neat, clear stri kes of the 
scarce Telephone Sub-Office Type I 
cancel I ctlons ••• numerous blocks and 
part sheets In shades, and so on. 

This scene and Its variations were 
repeated many times during the show as 
all of us went from deal er to deal er 
searchIng for those elusive lIttle 
stamps for our collections. 

(continu ed on page 44) 
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There's ~ iQ ~ ~ Stamps: 
Monday, ~ 22 ~ Tuesday, ~ 21 

If you ever get a chance to go to 
ChIcago, don't mIss the FIeld's ~'useum 
of Natural History. AsIde from the 
large collection of stuffed anImals, 
there's an InterestIng exhibIt of 
TIbetan artIfacts on the second floor. 
( I don't know, how ever, If th e exh i bit 
I s permanent.) I n a small room next to 
the exhIbit Is a vIdeo short about 
TI bet. I ncl uded I n the program are 
several bIts of old hIstorIcal footage. 

enjoyed thIs part of the exhIbIt the 
most. 

On Tuesday, I followed the advIce of 
my frIends back In San Francisco: 
"You've got to go to a Cubs game at 
Wrl gl ey," they all sal d. WIth tl ckets In 
hand, one train rIde and one bus rIde 
I ater, we were at Wrl gl eYe 

The Cubs home fIeld Is an old, 
tradItional baseball stadIum, one of 
only a few left in the United States. 
It's located in an established subu r ban 
part of ChIcago. 

DurIng the game, some of the brown­
stone brIck row houses that border the 
stadium serve as free vIewIng stands for 
whoever I Ives I n them. QuI te a sI ght to 
see fans al I set up on the roofs, a beer 
In one hand and bInoculars In the other I 

ill Weekend: Ma¥- lA ~ ~ 22 

Exhlblts ••• that was my personal 
weekend theme. With over 3000 frames on 
dl spl ay, I had to have a cl ear pi an of 
attack. I decIded, of course,to look 
at all of the Nepal (Jack Young and 
Frank Vlgnola) and TIbet (Fred 
deR i dder) • Then, I wou I d look at the 
Court of Honor exhibIts tor Horst 
Dlstrlch's AfghanIstan. It I had time, 

would finally look at anything else 
that Interested me. 

For exhibits, AMERIPEX was over-
whelmIng. Lights could have been 
better, but overall the "once-in-a-
lifetIme" chance to see great philatelic 
classics rates an "Alii 
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Today It was the Ci ncl nnatl Reds 
versus the ChIcago Cubs. Unfortunate l y , 
Chicago lost. Final score seven to two. 

~ .l..Ji5.:t .llily.: Th u r s day, .Ma¥ 22 

ChIcago, however, didn't lose at 
A~1ER I PEX. The show wi?s everyth I ng I 
expected. And some. Stamp shows are 
business and socIal gatherings. 

.Fortunately, M£RIPEX had a big social 
component to It. 

Our Study Cl rcl e was well repre­
sented: Frank Vlgnola, Dr. Wol fgang 
Hellrlgl, Dr. Armand Singer, Leo Martyn, 
Geof t rey F lack, Fred deR I dder, Jack 
Young and others I'm sure. I was 
especially glad that I finally met Dr. 
Hellrlgl. We've corresponded since 
pre-Study Circle days, but this was our 
fIrst "face-ta-face" meetl ng. 

can't speak for the others, but I 
dIdn't want to leave. I just wish all 
show s were I ! ke AMER I PEX! I 

Prologue 

After nearly two days on a train 
through Wisconsin, Minnesota, and North 
Dakota, I arrived In Toston, Montana 
ready to begl n two weeks of a "workl ng" 
Western vacation. Cattle had to be moved 
to summer pasture, calves branded, win­
ter and spring wheat fIelds Irrigated. 
Th I s I s were I got to lIve out part of 
the al I-AmerIcan fantasy of beIng a 
cow boy. 

At days end, tucked I nto my "bun k" 
and Just before turn I ng. out the I I ghts, 
I'd reach tor my Ilttl e Showgard dl spl ay 
book to look at what I bought at 
AMERIPEX. Each stamp now contaIned a 
memory ••• a memory of a truly great stamp 
show. Sweet dreams! 

(c onc luded with a series of pictures on 
page 45. -- Your comments, pro and con, 
are requested, concer ning the type fac e 
and format of this computer-assisted 
print-out. Our thanks to Al Zulueta 
for material and pictures.--Ed.) 



AHERIPE X PICTURES 
--Al Zulueta 

1) Looking dmro "Hainstr ee t AHERIPEX" I 4) Frank Vignola study ing an it em I 
- ----- ----. in J ack Young 's Nepa l exhibit 

~~~--

2) Frank Vigno la & Dr. Wolfga ng Hellr ig l 
at Frank Vi ola's exh ibit 

l. :' 

3) A coupl e of keen collec tors examine an 
interesting piece of postal history 

5) The dealer bo oths on one of the less 
I hectic days 

6) Study Circle dinner : CL to R) Al Zulu­
eta, Leo Martyn, Fred De Ridd er , Dr. 
Wolf gang Hellrigl, Frank Vignol a 
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I NTRODUCING SONE CLASSIC POSTMARKS 
--J. B. ~~nandhar 

(Reprinted from 'HULAK', Vol. 22, Whole 
No. 107, 28 December 1984, b y permission 
of the author, who is chief editor of 
'HULAK', which ~yas started in 1963, as 
the house journal of the Postal Train i ng 
Centre (HMG/N), Kathmandu, Nepa1.--Ed.) 

Hy interest in postal history has 
helped me to develop thoroughness, to 
some extent, in dealing with philatelic 
research. With that thoroughness and 
clarity I have been disseminating in­
formation gained by me. Hy approach to 
the subject and my discussion in a free 
& frank atmosphere have made my way 
clear into some private collections of 
Nepal also. As I have discovered a few 
covers with unrecorded postmarks and 
some with postal markings of earlier 
dates not listed before, I expressed my 
interest in publishing them to contri­
bute to the knowledge of Nepalese pos­
tal history. Nepalese philatelists 
came forward to loan their valuables 
to me also. Impressed with their gene­
rous attitudes I am here to appreciate 
them by way of giving due courtesy , 
which appears else~vhere in this article. 

Taking into consideration the groups 
of covers under study, only preliminary 
briefings of the postmarks in the fo1-
lmving two main divisions are set dmvn 
here. They are meant just to make the 
postmarks knmvn rather than to present 
them with broader coverage, as was done 
in my articles on specific post offices. 
Horeover, attempts are being made to en­
liven discussions with the help of il­
lustrations given below: 

1. UNRECORDED POSTAL SEALS (SHALL NAHE 
STAHPS OF POST OFFICES): 

(a) Ridi Post Office (Fig. 1 - ex T.B. 
Dhakhwa collection) 

Among the inscriptions of the circular 
seal - Shri Ri/di Hu1ak A/dda 37 - the 
words 'hu1ak' and 'adda' mean 'post' & 
'office' respectively and the year fig­
ures correspond to 1880/1881 A.D. The 
auspicious word 'Shri' and the first 
letter o f the name of the pos t off i ce 
('Ri') a re flanked by the crescent and 
sun in the first line. 

It is worth noting that, at one time, 
Ridi post office served as the sorting 
off i ce for Pa1pa, Butwal a n d other post 
offices lying in the terai o f the pre­
sent Lumbini Zone. 

(b) Pyuthana Post Of fice (Fig. 2 - ex 
T. B. Dhakhwa collection) 

I have seen two stampless official c o­
vers b earing this post office oval seal 
on the b ack, with the year und ecipher­
able. But in the T. B. Dhakhwa collec­
tion , I came across a 'service des pos­
tes' cover dated 1955-1-30, with a let­
ter inside. It has the seal having the 
faint strike of the year. The seal has 
'Shri' on the top with the moon & sun in 
the usual positions. Other remaining 
inscriptions read only 'Pyuthana adda' 
in the second line and, in the last line , 
the figures '38' denoting the year, which 
corresponds to 1881/1882 A.D. 

(c) Da n g Salyan Post Offic e (Fig . 3 -
ex D. R. Karmacharya's collection) 

This postal seal is on the back of a 
cover sent from Dang Bijauri to Kathman­
duo It has the characters - 'Shri Sal 
Hulak' only . The first two letters on 
the top are comparatively smaller in 
points and they are flanked by the cres­
cent & sun. The a bbreviated letter 'Sa' 
stands for Sa1yan. It is combined with 
the single-lined manuscript da t e stamp 
reading: 'Dang 40/10/17' (Feb. 1884 A.D.). 

(d) Bhagwanpur Post Of fi ce (Fig. 4 - ex 
T~ B. Dhakhwa collection) 

The Devanagari characters of the cir­
cula r seal r ead 'Shri/Bhagwanpur Hula/K 
Ghar 1949'. To honour the post office, 
the l etter 'Shri' is on the top and, on 
it s right and left hand sid es there are 
placed the moon a nd sun. The Bikram 
year 1949 o n the seal corresponds to 
1892/ 93 A.D. 

As the ,yord 'ghar' mea ns 'the hou se ', 
the literal translation of 'hulak ghar' 
is 'the post house'. Nowadays the sing l e 
~.;rord 'hu1ak' is t aken to mean 'the post 
office'. But, in the earlie r period of 
Nepa l ese pas tal h is t ory the ~.]ords 'hu1ak ' 
a nd 'hulak g har' wer e gen erally meant to 
ref er to 'the relay statio n' and 'the 
post office', respectivel y . 

Bhagwanpur, a on e - time famous adminis­
trativ e c entre with many government of ­
fices, is n ow l ocated by the road leadin g 
to the southern border f r om Lumbini -­
the birth place of Lord Buddha . It is 
n ear l y 4 km 3\vay f r om the main entrance 
to the Lumbini garden. So it is not 
situated west of Taul ihawa , as point e d 
out by Dr. W. C. Hellrig1 on maps illus­
tr ated in his bo ok : " A Catalogue o f 
Nepa l ese Postmarks (1 879- 1935) ". 



Manandhar, INTRODUCING .... (continue d)-­

(e) Doti Post Office (Fig. 5) 
The round seal of Doti post office 

bear s large characters: 'Shri Doti/Hu­
lak/Gha r'. Th e c re scent and sun are 
placed curiously at the co rners ly ing 
between the first and seco nd rows. 
Moreover, they lo ok very, very faint . 
These undated seals are found used from 
the 1950's to the 1990's B.S. 

(f) Kailali Post Office (Fig. 6) 
Inside this rectangular seal with all 

corners cut away, there are inscriptions 
- 'Shri Kalaili/Hulak Ghar/1959'. The 
Bikram year, corresponding to 1902/1903 
A.D., shown in the third line, is flanked 
by simple ornamental designs. 

(g) Dailekh Post Office (Fig. 7 - ex 
T. B. Dhakhwa collection) 

This seal of Dailekh post office is 
partially listed by Dr. W. C. Hellrigl. 
As he could not read figures indicating 
the year, he left the ending space blank. 
I agree that it is not easy to decipher 
figures and fi ll in the gap. After many 
microscopic studies of a cover, I came 
to the conclusion that the composition 
was comprised of four figures - 1942 -
to make the year corresponding to 1985/ 
1986 A.D. 

2. POSTAL MARKINGS WITH EARLIER DATES: 

(a) Thada Post Office (Fig. 8 - ex 
D. R. Karrnacharya's collection) 

A pre-stamp cover sent by Lt. Col. 
La lit Jung Bahadur Rana to Kathmandu 
possesses a Thada po stmark da ted 36.2.19 
(June 1879 A.D.). As it precedes one of 
the rarest date stamps, illustrated 
first in PHILATELY, Vol. 5, No. 1, and 
later in "A Catalogue of Nepal ese Post­
marks (1879-1 935 )", it can be assumed 
that the postmark und er reference is 
the earliest of its kind known to us. 

(b) Udiapur Post Office (Fig. 9 - ex 
D. R. Karmacharya ' s collection) 

This post office is situated a t the 
ghost place named Ud i apurgarh i . \.,Then 
the ' garhi ' was the headq u a rters of Ud i­
apur district, at that t ime also it used 
to be considered an out-of-the-way place. 
So the post office the r e was not a busy 
one. Due to disappearance of its clas­
sic postmarks, time and again Udiapur 
has become a puzzling post office , even 
in relation to its mail c onnect ion . 
Whatever it may be, this manuscript 
postmark , dated 38.2.1 (May 188 1 A.D.) 

is to be taken as the earliest one . 

(c) Jaleswar Post Office ( Fig . 10) 
The manuscript square postmark of Ja­

leswar belongs to the year 1891 A.D ., 
but this postmark is nearly five months 
earlier than the one listed by Dr. W.C. 
Hellrigl in his catalogue of Nepalese 
postmarks (p. 40). 

(d) Pyuthana Post Office (Fig. 11 -­
ex D. R. Karmacharya's collection) 

The Bikram date 46.5.19 (Sept ember 
1889 A.D.) antedates other recorded 
hand-writt en postmarks of Pyuthana post 
office. This manuscript postmark is in 
combination with the unlisted grilled 
cancellation designed in a square format 
and so therein lies its importance. 

(The drawings of illustration Nos. 1, 2, 
4, 5, 6, 7 & 10 are done in actual sizes 
b y Artist K. Karmacharya - Writ er) 

Fig. 1 - Ridi Fig. 2 -
Pyuthana 

4~ 
.~ 

F ig. 3 - Dang Salyan 

- Pyuthana 

(concluded on page 48) 

Fig. 4 -
Bhag,vanpur 
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Manandhar, I NTRODUCING .. .. (cancluded)--

Fig . 5 - Dati Fig . 6 - Fig . 7 -
Dailekh 

Fig. 10 - Jal esHa r 
Kailali 

~
~I ~'--~ "";.;1: , ~ .-: I~ . 

- _I ' .": 

Fig. 8 - Fig . 9 - Udiapur 
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... Our specialties. 
We have probably the finest stock of stamps and postal history of these countries in the world. 

In addition, we regularly hold Public Auctions and Mail Sales, always including the more esoteric 
and unusl1a~~f _Nepal and Tibet . 

• Sample Catalogs sent to Study Circle members on request. 
Please specify next Mail Sale or Public Auction catalog . 

• We invite you to send us your want list. 
• We want to buy specialized items or collections. 

Santa Monica. California 90405 



NEH FORGERIES OF THE TIBET.-\l\j HIGH VALUES 
--N. G. Rhodes a nd Derek Ba t es 

Readers of POSTAL HIr~L may be inter ­
ested to knmv tha t at l east four examp l es 
of covers bearing the high val ue of the 
1914 issue of Tibetan stamps have re­
cently appeared in provincial UK a u c tion 
houses. The indications that the c overs 
are false are: 

1) The canc ellation, supposedly Water­
fall Type V, has a double outer ring, 
not present o n genu i ne canc e llat ion s 
of this type. 

2) The stamps are all of the 8 Tangka 
denomination, even though they hav e 
been found in both red & blue co­
lours, bo th shiny & dull ink. 

3) The item i llustrated here has two 
cancel l ations on the one stamp -- a 
featur e t hat rarely, if ever, occurs 
on genuine covers. The other three 
cove r s we hav e seen only have a 
sing l e, clear, cancellation. 

Presumably the perp etra tor of these 
for geries will be trying to marke t hi s 
products, so be warned! 

Lo t 1026: (Fro n t ) 

COHHENTS ON THE TIBETAN HAIL SYSTEH 

(We thank N. G, Rh odes for this inte­
r esting item gleaned from " Two Journeys 
t o Ta-tsien-lu on the Eastern Borders 
of Tibet", by A. E. Pratt , in the GEO­
GRAPHICAL JOURNAL, 1891, pp . 329-43 . 
Th e passage describes a journey under­
take n in 1889.--Ed .) 

"The mail system is d ecidedly curious. 
Official d espatch es are c arried from 
Lhasa to Pekin by a mount e d c our ier who 
rides day and n ight; h e is tied o nto h is 
horse at starting , and at each station 
he is untied, lifted off, given a raw 
egg, and then mounted on anothe r horse 
which is r eady wai ting for him. The two 
soldiers who accompany him are changed 
at every station. Many of these cour­
iers die on the r oad ." 

Lot 10 26: (Reverse) 
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BHUTAN - A BRIEF POSTAL HISTORY 
--Nildo Harper 

(cont i nued from POSTAL HIMAL No . 47, 
p. 35, Third Quarter 198 6) 

In 1907, Bhutan's leading monks and 
warring district governors elected Ugyen 
Wangchuk (ruler of Tongsa Dzong) - be­
cause of his leadership abilities - as 
the first hereditary Druk Gyalpo, or 
King. 

On 20 October 1967 (10 days after the 
ina u guration of Bhutan's postal service), 
an agreement took effect bet\veen India 
and Bhutan in which India agreed, under 
the UPU Regulations, to recognize Bhu­
tan's postage stamps as valid postage 
affixed on mail to India and to the rest 
of the \vorld. 

A second stamp \vas prepared for the 
malaria eradication program . Since it 
is not appropriate to picture Lord Bud­
dha in conjunction with "ki ll ing ", the 
stamp was not issued. Buddhi sts are op­
posed to a ll killing, maintaining that 
" all living things are sacred"; conse­
quently, butchers in Bhutan are Moslems 
who performed the same services in Lhasa 
and other Tibetan cities before fleeing 
from Chinese rule. 

33ch - prepared to pub­
licize the malaria 
eradication program, 
but never issued: 

A set issued on 4 April 19 64 showed 
na tive dances. Monk dancers \vith frigh­
tening masks remind the faithful of the 
endless oppression of humankind by the 
forces of evil. 

5ch and 1.30nu (Scott Nos. 3 & 7): 
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In 19 65, 8 values were overprint e d t o 
meet the new postal rates. 

A hasti l y overprinted set was prepa r ed 
for use on 10 Januar y 1967 to inaugurate 
a system of helipads connecting the c oun­
try by helicopter to & from the Indian 
Air Force field at Hashimara. Special 
covers were carried on these flights t o 
five different tmms: Samdrup Jongkhar, 
Tashigang, Gaylephug, Wangchuklo Dzong & 
Samchi. All \vere properly backs tamped 
at the receiving post offices. 

Two types of overprints exist on each 
sheet of stamps: the helicopter above a 
straight-line " Air Mail" inscription & 
the helicopter above a curved "Air Mail" 
inscription. 

Cover to England bearing a strip of 3 
50ch stamps, shmving both t ype s of over­
prints. The Phuntsholing cance includes 
the statement: " Second Five-Year Plan 
1966-71" 

Ir.: . 
. ; 

.-"""'~.-
l i ~Jk-~~~ 
;. ~ 

6,: 
i 

l~ ( '-'1 

~ 
~ 

JI.'lI" _ . J.I!:y . 

(continued on page 51) 



Har per, BHUTfu~ ..... . (continued)--

Phuntsholing, the main tOHn for entry 
by land, is at the border with India. 
The Bank of Bhutan, the Royal Insurance 
Corporation and the General Post Office 
& Philatelic Bureau are located here. 

Phuntsholing lies at Sinchula Pass 
where the British and Bhutanese met in 
1865 to sign a treaty that ended the 
Bhutan wars and cost the kingdom vast 

. "d" tracts of land. Thls town was create 
\.;rhen Bhutan requested assistance from 
India in 1961 to build a " National High­
way". The first stretch from Phuntshol­
ing to Thimpu (500 miles of road spanning 
120 miles ('as the crow flies') was 
opened in 1962, allowing travel b y motor 
vehicle inside Bhutan for the first time 
in history. Today the National Highway 
extends more than 1600 kilometers (ca. 
1,000 miles), criss-crossing the country. 

The first definitive set of stamps was 
issued in 1966, meeting l ocal mailing 
rates. There is no first "Five Year 
Plan" postmark on this 19 66 cover because 
the post office was not organized at that 
time: 

GOVERNMENT OF BHUTAN 

. " . . / 
~-!.~ ~~-i. ./_.~-.,: 

Bhutan began to emit sets of stamps 
honoring worldwide events iri 1967, Hhen 
a set & a souvenir sheet honoring the 
Boy Scouts was issued on 27 March~ 

A set \o,1as issued i n June 19 67 honoring 
Sir Winston Churchill and the Battle of 
Britain. 

agency had to wait t o receive their sup­
ply of new issues and first day covers 
from Bhutan. 
~e philatelic Horld Has shocked later 
that same year \oli th the issua nce of 3-
dimensional stamps . These 3-D sta mps 
Here printed at Toppan Printers in Japan 
after exhaustive tests to perfect their 
depth and clarity. 

The "father " of Bhutan's stamp s is an 
American steel-millionaire businessman 
by the name of Burt Todd. He had met a 
princess of Bhutan while attending Ox­
ford University and, at her invitation, 
travelled to that country in the 1950's. 

After being turned down for a \.Jorld 
Bank loan of $10 million to help build 
hosp itals, roads and an airfield in 
Bhu tan, it \olaS sugges ted to Mr. Todd 
that Bhutan issue postage stamps as a 
revenue producer (similar to Monaco & 
San Marino). Eager to assert its inde­
pendence, Bhutan quickly agreed to be­
gin a postal program. 

With the growing pains of the neH pos­
tal service, a probl em developed: mail 
between tmms in southeastern Bhutan & 
the western part of the country was 
being routed through India. It was 
much easier and faster to transport 
this mail along India's North Frontier 
Raih.;ray or the North Trunk Road to 
Phuntsholing and the n back into Western 
Bhutan. (A similar ' problem ' oc curr e d 
in Nepal with mail bet\oleen border tmms, 
both East and West, and Kathmandu, . in 
the late 1930 s & early 1940s'.--Ed.) 

The ne\.;r Na tional High\.;ray rapidly being 
extended throughout Bhutan caused the 
post office to begin a campaign to edu­
cate the public and to end local mail 
routing through another country. A 
hands tamp \o,1as applied to many covers at 
this time which read: " Articles for 
Phuntsholing, Paro and other offices in 
Bhutan should be addressed directly to 
the offices concerned and not via Dal­
singpara, to avoid d e l ay . Kindly inform 
your corr_esponden ts . " Example : ." 

And a set \.;ras issued on 18 September ,<#f1I« '';' , ,~. "" 
, . 'jf"-t. ' .,,~ \"~ I \ - -

of the same year, honor i ng the Glr l.S couts . ,~<.~ .,: /. 
' A'lIoJ_~ fe,' ~n.". ~,..IkI 6iklo.,r""., 

" " / il/I" .)"I,J1~ ... • ddr~.ud-~Mr:f' Y 0 /I." 
tl/ :/) /, ' tIMW.e./ ihM not vld J./l/nup:"J • 

(None of these three sets is reco gnlZed r ~ (' I . \ 
by Scott, but the author's exhibit shOl.;rs tl~~l!''''.;"TtJ';l~ 
covers to the USA & England \.;rhich bear \.~;., ..... ,I,)~< 
only these Bhutan stamps.--Ed.) ~ ~~ 
--A-neH stamp agency \"as established in ....... ::--'" 
the Bahahlas in 1967 to handle collec ting 
needs around the Horld. Note that the 

• ,~~.'d ~,;'.Qr..'l~~!!:-;~':t~~0~:~~" 

. , ··,'k' · · Di±~~ ·:~;l:. ,~,Z 
:-<';:'i:?:':\,' " ~(;6El \,. \ ~ :~~~,L,~~:'<::~\ 
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The original artwork for the first lSch stamp of Bhut an (Scott No . 4 - r ed, black & or ange 
yellow), obtained by Nildo Harper from an Indian dealer at AMERIPEX '86. -- Compore t h i s 
item with the cover i llustra tion for this i ssue , which shows the final phot o pr oof of the 
is sued stamp. (The Scott Ca talogue, 1987, Volume 2, p. 269, sta tes: "No s . 1-7 wer e issued 
for inland use in April, 1962, and became valid fo r international mail on Oct. 10, 19 62.") 

I'{ 

\c\ 


