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Newsletter 11 -24 , $.30 each 
plus following postage per issue . 

U.S.A. Europe Asia 
$.25 $.B3 $.90 

$1 5 . 00 for a complete set ( Nl -2Q) including 
postage to a l l areas. 

Postal Himal 125-60 • 52.00 each 
plus following pos tage per issue. 

U.S,A. Europe Asia 
$.45 $1.34 $1.52 

$75 .00 for a complete set (#25-60 ) including 
postage to all areas. 

Indexes 
To al l News letters and Postal Himal s @ $5.00 

which includes postage to all areas. 

$95.00 for a compl ete set of News l etters. 
Postal Himals and Indexes which inc ludes 
air mail postage to all areas. 

Please send orders t o : 
Roger O. Skinner 
1020 Covington Road 
Los Altos, Ca. gu022 
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• ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING: FOR nEPEERS ONlY 

One insertion, per line $1.00 
Four insertions. per line $3 .50 
To calculate the number of lines your 
advertisement will require, count 39 lette rs . 
numerals, punctuation marks and blank spaces 
between words . Ads wil l be placed under 
appropr iate headings without charge for the 
hr \,ings, or simply send your own ad. asking 
the editor to place it under an appropriate 
heading (at no extr a cost). 

DEADLINE: Ad and paymen t in USA dollars 
(or in mint USA postage stamps) must reach 
the editor by the first day of one of the 
foll owing months February. May . August. 
November - in order for ad to appear in issues 
mai led about one month later. Any change 
of copy after the first inser tion will be 
counted as a new advertisement. 

Wanted Nepal : 1. A c l ean photocopy of the Postal Stationery Postcard Higgins & Gage 
no. 11 (red stamp, black inscription/horse). 

2 . A complete sheet 1 Rupee 1945/46 {S.G . 63. Scott sol. Hepper 2nd 
Printing in good condition . l'Iaybe in exchange for a compl et e sheet 16 Paisa 1946 
(S.G. 60, Scott 47) , Hepper 2nd Printing, imperf between 3rd & 4th horizontal rows 
of s tamps. A. Werner. W.-Hilpert- Str. 103. 0-6200 Wiesbaden, Germany. 

NEPAL : WANTED· information and photocopies of Pash~ti st.arTlJs on covers tied by 
unusual cancels (Le. Classic cance ls. seal cancels . manuscript cancels. etc.) for 
an article - will reimburse for expense . Also. unusual Pashupati covers of all periods 
for purchase or trade. Also wanted: 1 a nna recut frame . positions 24 and 64. stamps 
and covers. Leo ~rtyn, P.O. Box 49263, Los Angeles, Ca. 90049, U.S. A. 

Please see George Bourke's ad on page 33 . 
25 



EDITORIAL 

A new exciting publication , Nepal Postal History , should now be available. It 
i s another excellent work by our President. Or . Wolfgang He llrigl. and deals with the 
British-Indian Postal sys t em in Nepal. The work i s based upon his international gold 
awa r d winning exhibit and many hours of original research . Dr . Armand Singer , who 
wrote the Foreword to the book . described it a s a real "corkern. An order form is 
included in this i ssue of Postal Himal . It i ndicates that this work is the f i rst volume 
of a comprehens ive series dealing with Nepal ese postal hi story . 

>< * if l! * II n II 

In th i s issue is another fine review by Dr . Singer of a new publication (1990) . 
The Yak Posts of Oo9ar by Col. Dobson- Bligh . As Dr . Si nger s tates . Oogar ' s exact loca­
tion is not given . There is a DogaI' in Senegal but . of course , this is no where near 
the old Si lk Road . as indica t ed by the Colonel . 

Having read this monograph . my desire t o acquire postal item:::; from this new ond 
e xciting area has been st i mulated. I am confident that a stamp dealer i n India or 
Nepal can come up with a few choi ce items - possibly a Oogarian- Tibetan- Nepalese combi ­
nation cover (depending, of cour se , upon where Oogar actually lies) . 

Referring to The Yak Posts of Dogar Dr . P.B . Wriggleswor th of Blackpool , in a 
letter to our Secre tary . s tated li lt should be a mus t for any collec tor of Tibet . I 
haven ' t laughed as much f or a l ong time n. 

* U l.I U U Il U * 
In the J uly 22 issue of Linn's Stamp News Michael Rogers , in his regular Asian 

column . refers to the recent souvenir sheet issued by China cOfmlemorating "the 40th 
Anniversary of the Peaceful Liberation of Tibet rr and presents a history of the Chinese 
anne xation of Tibet. 

Mr. S . L. Shrestha advises that the K' du Dis t. P. D. (Kathmandu) has been renamed 
G.P.O. 
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I tal. Blue. 5 gill'. Carmine. 141ug. Green . 

Col. Dobson-E!ligh , The Yak Posts of Dogrr. Bruxelles, Belgium: Asiatic 
Monograph Series . No . 31 . 1990. Unpaginated (=23 pp • . Unpriced , therefore priceless . 

Ah, the labor s of love ! Sur e ly not , in Shakespeare ' s immortal words , Love ' s 
Labour ' s Lost. Here at last is thrust upon us what will certainly prove the definiti ve 
treatment-ofDogar's yak lJu~l.al ~yst..em . This Himalayan kingdom :stronghold lies a long 
the old Silk Road , according to t he author , exactly where, f or some recondite reason , 
he fails to tell us . Through peripheral data and by processes of elimination . I would 
guess on the northeast borders of Nepal, Bhutan, and Sikkim , or possibly up by Mustang. 
It could even represent another spelling of Do l po, a mountain-locked enclave of tradi­
tional Tibetan Buddhist culture, just opened to trekking in the past two years. 
Whatever ! In any case , t he mystery canno t help add ing spice to collecting Dogarian 
stamps . 

Dobson-Bligh prefaces his study with a rather full account of Oogor ' s history , 
inclUding the chronology of its rulers , 324 A. D. t o the present , its people, their 
str ange , difficult spoken a nd written language , t he cultivation of chai nuts ( t he 
co l orful, opiated food produc t so basic to the ir culture) , their use of yaks , and 
finally , t he postal his tory of the land . Really a whole bloomin' encyclopedia ! 

The pre-stamp period seems to go back to the eighth century . But when a member 
of the ruling family, Rula nhil . was sent to England to study in 1876 . he was much 
impr essed by the more progressive British system . On his return he designed a set 
of six stamps , the first three of which are illus trated here. There is only one set­
ting , one design , carved from a singl e wooden block , the values changed with inserts 
into a small , removable section of each cliche. The s ix colors are all derived from 
chai dye , the nuts providing distinctly different colors depending on the time of 
year they are harvested . Minor variations in the clich~s make possible plating the 
sheets of six . A few sheets are known perforate , the holes produced , not by a pe rfora­
ting machine , nor a pin-perforating wheel, nor even , as I have shown for Tibetan issue1 
by a sewing machine , but --mirabile dictu -- by the teeth of a small native mammal 
called a pinhilu . There exis t s one col or error , of which only two copies have s urvived. 
Oddly enough the colonel does not vouchsafe the i mportant detail of which value is 
involved . But watch for it: it i s violet. 

Cancellations, six in all . one for each of the major towns , are all effected 
with a section of yak ankle bone . in basic black only. Covers are rare but obta inable. 
I have just one in my own collection, s ent from Nwthre , Dogar ' s capital city . via 
Lhasa . Phari. Calcutta . and Auckland . New Zealand (misdirected , obviously) , to Morgan­
town , West Virginia . I was going to ask the editor to reproduce it here from a Xerox 
copy . but I cannot find it . It ' s simply lost ; I ' m devastated but insured . 

In conclusion , one more fascinating addition to the Himalayan area for collectors 
weary of the old hats of Nepal and Tibet . the philatelic hype of Bhutan , the endless 
morass of Indian states. convention and/or feudatory native . Simple . fresh , untouched, 
with limited variety and the lure of discovery . 

Armand E. Singer 

[Ed. The Yak Posts of Dogar is available from: "Story past il, Rue du Midi, 57 - B -
1000 Bruxelles, Belgium . Price - 300 SF including postage and handling. ] 21 



3a 137a , Scott 12 5. Michel 133 

Firs t Child r e n ' s Da :v 

[\ :l1iniature sheet of " (2 x ;:-.) \'/aS relea sed on 1st.::arch 19!)O (18th . 

Falgun ?016) to commemorate Children ' s Day (Fig . 1).Th e (; paisa !'ltamp \~as 

dp.sie;ned by Hiranya Dhoj Jashi and deuicts t wo children,one sta ndine and 

om: sitting , before a tCf:1ple \-lith a mountain peak in the bo<lckf!.round . 

The inscription at the top is " Pr athama Bala Dib.'1s , 13 Falgun , 2016" in 

l:epal i vii th it I S Engl ish transla tion " Firs t Child ren I s Day , i·1arch , 1 t 1960" 

belo\" . '1'he ~lOrd " Nepal l ' is pr i nted ver t ically in Ne pal i and i n Engl ish a t 

the sides and the value , a[jain in Nepali and in Snglish , appears at t he 

botto~ of the stamp . The total number issued was 10 , 000 sheets . 

"";ach of the fo ur cliches making up the shee t is individually e ngrav e d 

and each has distinctive !eatures making it possible to reconstruc t the 

sheet from individual stamps . The main diffe r ences a~e as fol l o ws : 

28 

Cliche 1 : Stamu1 . Row 1 (?i~ . 2) 

1 . A 2rnm long line occurs j ust above the top left- hand frameline .(A) 

2.A small spur extends up~,ards from the centre of the top fra me l i ne . (B) 

3 . Three sets of three parallel lines and one single line make up 

the shading on the rie;ht - hand slope of the moun t ain . (C) 

4 . THo small dots appear just below the shadow cast by t h e children . (D) 

Cliche 2 : Stamp 2 . Ro\<J 1 (Fi 1. 3) 

1 . 'rhe shadinrt <1H the right slope o f the mou n tain co nsists of f o ur 

:'lore or 1e :'1 s solid blocks. (A) 

2 . The left-!1and s i de of the pagoda ' s t op is br oken and bent. (B ) 

3 . ~he 1ts " in :oa isa is lar:;er than the other letters n;,d looks 

like a IIg". (8) 

Cl iche 3 : StaMP 1 . ~ow 2 (Fi~ . 'I) 

1 . The G!l.adi~lG at the to"? of the ri13ht - hand ~lo!)e of the mountain 

consi"ts of t \·,o dots rather than lines·. (A) 

2 . A do t anpears to the riGht of the l :· ft foot of tht~ sti:indin!j child . (3) 

3 . A qat also appcnrs unQ.er the second "all of the "'; : F:li~h \Iord qpaisa tl ~ (0 

:":liche If : ,3tal~m 2 . Rovl 2 (~'i,r;.5) 

1 . C!r,J,y three blocks of shading C'_npear on the ri ~h t - hnnrl .slope of 

the f'!'iountain inl5tead of four . (A) 

2 . '111 c I':epali c1at.~ is "lnoGt ille~iblc . (n) 

3 . 'rhe top left corner of the stamp forms an acute an~le r~ther 

than a ri p, ht - nnrrle . (C) 



( i) 

(iU) 

( i v) 

(v) 

(vi) 

(vii) 

SG 137a , Scott 125. r:ichel 133 

Catalogue 

12 paisa rlark - blue 

(a) Cl1cho 1 

(b) Cl iche 2 

(cl Cl iche 3 
(d) Cl iche 4 

First Day Cover 

(a) Nith cl iche 1 

(b) with cl iche 2 

(cl with cliche 3 

(d) VI i th cl iche 4 
Hholly imperfor ate 

Vertic.-"l perforations missin~ 

Hori~ontal perforations missing 

Postally used on cover 

u Proof Sheet" 

The colour of <1.11 the stnnps examined is deep- blue (indigo). It !,oJould 

appear that 311 10 , '00 sheets I"ere printed a t the same time . The paper 

used W::lS f,ood '1uality ,unwatermarked and had clear ,?; um. Fi n)3erprints 

left by the printer are often found impressed on the shee ts. 

The ::;heets \'1(~re single - line perforated and Fi!:. . 1 is a crood example 

of ho\-! the line s of perforations tend to \~ander . The size of the perforations 

is 10;! .3he ets are knmm t·/holly imperforate , with vertic<ll rO'r15 of !,erfor ations 

missinG and ,,",it h horizontal rO,,"IS of perforations mis sinG, Partly perforated 

sheets are far rarer than \.,rholly imperfora tes , althouroh All are sca r ce . (Fip.: . 6 ). 

An uninspiring three line h:1nrl - !'>tamp HaR a~Jllied to Firs t D,'1Y Co vers . 

(Fig .7) . 'j1he three lines , "'I ~ ich are in Nepali t !""ead "First Jay of I~sue ", 

the da te " 201 5/11/18 11 and "0 . P . 0 .Ka thmandu" • The hand- s t arnp a nd the us ual 

standard ~ostmark are both struck in black . It is interesting to try t o 

collect a set of four F . J . C ' s each bearing a different cliche froo the 

sheet . 

A variety ey.ists printed on poorly made thin native paper. At least 

three sheets of this variety are knOlm and each is printed in black. 

The same printina- plate I-las employed as for the i ssued stamps out the 

dots \.'hich apyear on stamps cliche 1 and cliche 3 are absent.Each of 

these sheets , which are believed to be Proofs , is overprinted with the 

\-lord CANC~LLED in 8n[; lish i.'1 letters 5nG'l in height . The length of the 

~Io!""d is 49n m and one stri!(e of the v:ord is used to overprint each pair 

of "horizontal a ta.!'1 ps . The overprint \"las obviously applied by hand as i t' s 

position varies on each sheet olJa crved.Cne sheet is described as havins 

this overprint s truc:< in vi"let a nd the ot~er b·lo :-;.noHn in shiny Jlue­

- b1eclt i nl; . 
29 
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Illustrations 
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Fig . 2 Cliche 1 
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TIBET - RECENT FORGERIES OF THE 1914 ISSUE 

George Bourke 

There have been several new forger i es of Tibet ' s 1914 issue. All i nvolve the 8 trangka 
and were probably produced i n India or Nepal. In numbering these forgeries , I have 
continued Or . Hellrigl ' s earlier listing, which may be found in Postal Himal no. 34 . 

TYPE V 
This forgery first appeared in 1990. The sheets measure 97mm x 63 mm and do not have 
the colored marginal lines found on a genuine sheet . Sheets consist of six cliches 
and can be found on both thin white and thick native Nepalese paper . Several shades 
have been seen , including blue, dark blue, gray blue a nd gray . This forgery was pro-

duced using a shee t of the Type I forgery and may be difficult to distinguish from 
i t, if on native Nepalese paper . The most obvious difference is that Type V has heav­
ier inking on the left and right edge of the sheet . Examples can be found on cover 
with the Type VI forgery of the 8 trangka canceled by a forged Lhasa Type VI I I cancel. 

TYPE VI 
This forgery also appeared in 1990 . The sheets measure 98 mm x 63 mm and do no t have 
colored marginal lines. Sheets consist of si x cliches and are printed on thick native 
Nepalese paper . The sheets I have examined were all printed in carmine . This forgery 
was modeled on the earlier Type IV forgery but lacks the colored mar ginal lines . 
Examples can be found on cover with the Type V fo rgery of the 8 trangka canceled by 
a forged Lhasa Type VIII cancel. 

TYPE VII 
This f orgery first appeared in 1991. Sheets are made up of a single cliche , printed 
by a hand held block and do not have colored marginal lines. Because of the method 
of printing . sheets vary in size . The only examples I have seen were pr inted in red 
on Nepalese paper. This forgery was also mode led on the earl ier Type IV fo rgery . 
I have not seen any cancel ed copies of this forgery . 

T Y PE V 
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TYPE V I 

T YPE VII 

FOR SALE 
Tibetan stamps and postal history. I currently have a large stock of quality material 
from all periods . I would be glad to send you a selection tailored to your s pecific 
needs . Want lists invited . I also have a list of out-of-pr int books and articles 
on Tibetan philately for which I can provide photocopies . This will be sent to anyone 
requesting it. George Bourke . P . D. Box 11 74 . J ackson, Mi. 49201, U. S . A. 33 



ODO IT'i IN NEPALESE ST.~HPS 

KR I SIlNA RAJ-BHANDARI 

The ~ep.de se s t.1mps 0,)£ l8Sl and the suhsequent LRSlIe be.lr varied legends as under: 

Nail"'! o f [ he count ry 

Crm.;n a nd Khuku ri s des i sn 

1 . .,.fr('1i7f fI(4.n:- (Gorak!l.l Sa rakilr a ) 138 1 

2 . Pas\lupa t i 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8 . 

i) Tl!J<rJ/- (Pas upatee) 

iiP,yq,~ - (Pas hupa ti ) 

Nepal (Oevnagari and Latin) 

~epa I Sarakara (Devnagari ) 

tle pa 1 Hu lak Tikat (Devnaga ri) 

Nepa l Hulak Tikat (Oevnaga ri) 
anrl Postage (Latin) 

Nepal Postage ( Latin) and 
Nepal (Devnagari) 

Nepa l (Latin) 

Bow and arrow design , 
Jllt("'" (Gorakha) 1899 

~I'l/T fJ,{; ( 
ih,7<if ., ,oM , • 

(Gor sa Sarkar) 1907 

(Nepa l Sarakar a) 1929 

1949 - 2 p. Ba udha Chaitya 

1949 - 1 Re . Pashupati 

1958 - 6 p. Lumbin! 

1959 - 6 p. Par l iam~ntary Session 

1961 - 10 p. !ribhuvan 

1965 - I Re. International Co-operation 
'tear 

Tt Pu r pose of the i ssue 

Ri ght from the fir s t issue in 1881 and upto 1957 Le., f aT about eight decades. 
there was no menti on of the purpose for which the di ffe rent types of the 
s tamps were put into c ircu lati on . After that, generally, with cer tain exceptions, 
the object of the issue of t he s t amps 15 mentioned i n the different ways. They are: 

1. Postage (Devnagari) 

2 . Postage (Devnagari and Latin) 

3. lIulak Tikat (Devnagarl) 

4 . Oak Tikat (Oevnagari) 

5. No Hulak , Postage and Oak legend 

6. Postage (Latin) 

1957 - 2 p. Crown 

1958 - 10 p . Air Mail s tamp with 
Ai' MALL OAK WEEK narrati on 

1958 - 6 p. Lumbini 

1959 - UPU ser ies 

1960 - 6 p. First Childrens Day 

1963 - 10 p. Education For All 

lIT Valuati on 

34 

The fo llowing stamps a r e issued i n a variety of the designs fo r t he valuation: 

An na (Devnagari) 188 1 t o 1906 1.2. and ~ s. and al s o 
1 a. in two des igns viz., 
Crown and Khukuris and 
the Bow and Khukuris 
respecti ve l y . 



l. Paisa (Devnaga ri ) 1907 - 2 p . Pashupati_Two variety 
' Pasupatee ' and ' Pas hupati ' 

2 . PaiS3 (Devnagad) and Pice (Latin) 1956 - 6 p. Co r ona t ion 

J . Pa i sa (Devnagad) and Plee (Lati n ) 1956 - 4 p . Plan ting Rice 

4. Paisa (Devnago ri Q Latin) 1958 - 1U p . Bird Carryi ng Letter 

5. Ps (Latin) 1959 - 4 p _ Pashupati Moorti - first 
stamp with Ps. 

6. Pa i (Devnaga ri) 196J - 10 p. Educat i on Fo r Al l 

7. Pai (Devnagari) and P (La tin) 196J - 10 p. Freedom from Hunger 

8 . Pai (Devnagari) and P (Latin) 1967 - 1. 80 p. Kathmand u City-first 
stamp without rupee 

RUPEE 

In course o f time changes we r e made in the mod a l ity of expressi ng the "/al u e o f 
r upe e a s he re_ under : 

1. Rupaiyan (Devnagari ) 

2. Moru " 
3. Ru " 
4. Rupaya (~) !t 

S. Ru 

6. Hu 

7. Rupai yan 

" 
" 

" 

Re (Latin) 

Re 

Re. 

Re 

Rs 

" 
" 
" 

" 
Rupee /Rupees (La t in ) -

1929 - Re. and 5 Rs. 

19 56 - Re. Coronation 

1959 - Re. Oanphe 

1959 - 1 Re . Pashupati 

1960 - Re . :1ahendra 

1960 - 5 Rs. Mohanlal 

1960 - Se r vice St amps 

............................................ , 
NTPSC-Members, End of 1990 

1 8 countries member. 

Pashupat i 

t100 r t i 

Australia 
Austria 
Belgium 
Canada 
Denmark 
France 
Germany 
Great Britain 
India 

6 
1 
2 
5 
1 
2 

Africa 
America 

0 countries o members 

Ireland 
Italy 
Japan 
Nepal 
Sweden 
Thailand 
USA 

18 
31 
11 

1 
1 
3 

10 
2 
1 

84 

183 

2 countrias 89 members 
Asia 4 countries 25 members 
AUltt.Iia/Oceania 1 country 6 members 
Europe 11 countries 63 members 

Prepared by Manfred lauk 
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Illustrated above are two reported l y " religious money receipts". The 
seals are in red ink, not in wax. Blank places on each example where a name 
(?), amount (7) , or (7) has been filled in . The paper is not the rough "barky'1 
native stuff. There i s a th i rd variety with the seal of the 13th Dalai Lama , 
but still used by the 14th (the current one, if he were still in Lhasa . not 
in Dharmsala, India). Can anyone offer information on these items including 
a translation of the seals and the period of use? 

Armand Singer 


