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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING: FOR MEMBERS ONLY

One insertion, per line $1.00 DEADLINE: Ad and payment in USA dolla
Four insertions, per line $3.50 (or in mint USA postage stamps) must rea
To calculate the number of lines your the editor by the first day of one of t
advertisement will require, count 74 letters, following months - February, May, Augus
numerals, punctuation marks and blank spaces November - in order for ad to appear in issu
between words. Ads will be placed under mailed about one month later. Any chan
appropriate headings without charge for the of copy after the first insertion will
”headings, or simply send your own ad, asking counted as a new advertisement.

the editor to place it under an appropriate
heading (at no extra cost). B
FOR SALE: TIBETAN STAMPS AND POSTAL HISTORY. I currently have a large stock
of quality material from all periods. I would be glad'to send you a selec-
tion tailored to your specific needs. lWant lists invited. I also have a
list of out-of-print books and articles on Tibetan philate}y fpr which I
can provide photocopies. This will be sent to anyone :gquestlng it. George
Bourke, P.0..Box 1174, Jackson, Mi., 439201, U.S.A. .

FOR SALE: Tibetan Pocket Calendars; includes Tibetan Holidays, written in

English and Tibetan. $2.50 each; money goes -to help Drepung Momastery in N
India. T. Miller, P.D. Box 59031, Chicago, 'I1 50559,/QSA.
. _ -

WANTED: Tibetan Local Post Stamps and Postal History from 1912 - 1960. Single
stamps, multiples, sheets, covers and proofs. I am willing to pay good prices
and or exchange other Tibet material of all periods, Nepal stamps (Pashupati
and Gorkha Patra Press issues) or quality stamps of the whole world. Write
to: Rainer Fuchs, Am Burkardstuhl 31, 8702 Himmelstadt, Germany.

WANTED: NEPAL FDCs, Folders, Gurkha Patra Press imperfs., classical issues,
covers 1800-1860. Please ask for want-list. Heinz Schobel, Hornerstr. 1,
D-2800 Bremen 1, Germany. )

WANTED: CLASSIC AND PASHUPATI CDVERS FROM Nepal. I will purchase and or
trade better stamps and covers. Also wanted, better or unusual Nepalese
covers from the 1950's and 1960's. Lleo Martyn, P.0. Box 49263, Los Angeles,

CA, 90048-0263, USA.
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TIBET: THE 1850's BI- AND QUADRI-SECTS REVISITED

In an article that appeared in Postal Himal No. 71 (1992): page 42,
I wondered how clerks in the Tibet P.0.'s could tell whether the bisected
two-trangka reds, in cases where the value panel did not show, represented
one half of a two-trangka or a one-trangka stamp (the shades, at one time
or another, being virtually identical). I added that Tibetan philately rarely
surrendered its secrets easily. Perhaps I became unduly perturbed over a
non-problem.

In a country uwhere few letters were dispatched, and, hence, few stamps
needed or likely bought in advance to keep in the sender's own hands, the
probability is that said sender took any letters to the counter, where the
clerk would sell the stamps to him (not so likely "her", in that patriarchal
society!), cut a two-trangka single or more in two, and have it or them sent
off. Thus, a properly valued stamp would automatically be the one affixed.

. The clerk could even have had a few two's bisected in advance.

May I now scrape the egg off my face?







EDITORTAL

The' Study -Circle auction mhichfhsually accompanies each issue was sent
earlier in a separate mailing. There will be an auction listing with' the
next issue..

~ W AN A D A A Y

Lost member - can anyone supply an address for Stephen M. Rahpael (pos-
sibly in New York)?
ERE SR ST TR
Recently we have had a couple of display ads. The rates have not been

published 'in some time so here are the current charges (10% reduction for
4 consecutive ads):

Full page ’ - $40.00
Half page (horizontal or vertical) - $25.00
Quarter page (horizontal or vertical) - $15.00

The above rates are for ads ready for printisig. There is a 50% sur-
charge for retyping. There is also a 50% surcharge if a half=tone is required
for a clearer illustration. Because the above rates didn't jibe with the
classified ads, the rates for classified ads have been changed to $1.00 per
line (approximately 74 characters and spaces). Members who have current
ads will be given additional insertions.

MM M M M M M MM v
nnnnnnnnnnn

From the Federal Express shipping handbook of June, 18892, Rdger Skinner
has sent me a photocopy of the page dealing with Nepal. Among the items
-which are prohibited from shipping (or entry?) is stamps! Additicnal items

are: coins (collectible); checks (cashiers and personal); and x-rays.

Michael Roger's public auction of Jume 12-13 offers 137 lots of T%bet
material, inclUding items from 1854 throuagh the 1850's. I have been adylsed
by several experts that some of the lots are not genuine and or mis-described,
such as the 1933 perforated sheets and the 1814 four and eight trangka shegts
and covers. But there are many fine items, such as: three Chinese Office
in Tibet covers plus the stamps, some in large blocks; a Waterlow die proof
in blue of the first issue; and 1933 issue bi-sect and guadri-sect covers.
Michael Rogers will send a free catalogue to any member - state that you
‘belong to the Nepal & Tibet Study Circle.

VVVVVVVVVVVV

Frealon Bibbins recently received a Bronze-Silver literature award
for his Tibet First Series, 1912 Plating Notebook (published by Geoffrey
Flack, 1892). The award was given at Orapex, uwhere Canada's 2nd National
Philatelic Literature Exhibition took place.

LM M MM A












Review of Tibet Third Series, 1933-80: Plating Study, by Frealon Bibbins, with
Geoffrey Flack. Softbound $20.00 U.S.; hardbound $45.00 U.S., with five color
plates. Plus postage. Available from, and published by, Geoffrey Flack, Box
65887, Station F, Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada VSN SL4; copyright 1993.

In Postal Himal No. 71 (3rd quarter 1992) I heaped much deserved praise
on Bibbins' Tibet Series, 1912 Plating Notebook, $15.00 U.S., plus postage. I
even expressed the wish that its author would do for the 1933 issue what he so
ably accomplished for the 1912. He just has. Those of us attending WESTPEX in
3an Francisco, April 23-25, were vouchsafed a preview of the second study. Actual-
ly it surpasses its predecessor (no mean feat) - as close to an ideal quide for
identifying the thirty-threes as philatelists  are likely to encounter. - The 63-
page monograph is to appear in both soft- and hardbound format, identical except
that the latter will include color reproductions of sheets of all five values.
Flack is publisher and collaborator as well in the Bibbins endeavor. Space is
left for collectors to add their own findings and/or objections (p. 5 speaks of
a "plating notebook whose purpose is to encourage further study"). Despite such
becoming modesty, notations will doubtless Temain minimal.

"Terminology" (p.6) illustrates the 4-trangka value, with lines pointing
to twelve typical areas and clues ("walue character," "top panel," "yin-yang,"
"hooks wunder the lion," etc.), characteristics to be referred to throughout.
The five values are then illustrated (p. 7). ' Page eight discusses the miniature
two-cliche proof sheets of the 2/3, 1, 2, and 4 trangkas «(no 1/2-trangka sheetlets
have been found to date, nor any fours in mint, paired“condition; for one exciting
moment at WESTPEX I thought I had come upon a mint sheetlet of the latter, but
it turned out to be something else, alas!).

The rest of the book discusses the five values in sequence, each with
a page or more plating the order of the cliches for all the settings. Another
page, entitled "Diagnostics," gives at least one salient characteristic for each
cliche, each value. "Starting Points" affords still another page listing which
cliches possess confusingly similar characteristics: in the case of the % trangkas,
e.g., the lion's tail in Nos. 1, 5, 7, and 9 has a small hook, No. S has distorted
hooks, Nos. B and 12 a small shoulder line. Tuwenty such details are listed under
both the 3 and the 1-trangka values; 24 under the 4-trangka.

»
Finally, to each of the 861 cliches is devoted a half-page, describing
in detail, among other data, special imperfections in later settings. I cannot
swear to the accuracy of every indicator, but I did check a large number of them.
I am humbled by Bibbins' fine persevering scholarship, a feeling tinged with pity
for the damage he must have wrought upon his marvelous eyesight.

The need for this study is obvious, but the extent of its usefulness might
escape the user at first glance. Not only does it greatly simplify identifying
sheets, remove doubts concerning counterfeits (except for those pesky color-copier
reproductions), allow for the making of reconstructed sheets, but it also aids
immeasurably in dealing with individual cliches on cover. Local covers (as.against
those addressed inward from or outward to Nepal or India or any other country)
are virtually never accurately datable. Using this study and therefore knowing
which flaws occur in which settings of which cliches and collating all these data,
let us say, with Waterfall's color identifications keyed to the Methuen color
handbook, the problem of dating should become much easier. Remember, the illus-
trations are considerably enlarged and uniformly razor-sharp, much unlike Water-
fall's and even Haverbeck's books.

In short, Bibbins' 1912 study was remarkable; this one is a God-send.
Now bring on the triangle's third leg - the study of the 1914-20 issue - less
necessary perhaps, but certainly much to be desired. (Rumor has it teo expect
something late this year or early next, and more than just a plating study.)

Armand E. Singer









In 1972, during a trip to Nepal, the noted Nepal specialist Frank J.
Vignola was offered five full sheets of the negative impressions by a Nepalese
dealer. Believing them to be forgeries, Mr. Vignola took this opportunity
to question him at length. The dealer stated that the sheets originated as
experiments done by the Nepal Post Office during an effort to produce their
own stamps. The entire lot of about 15 sheets came into the possession of
the dealer and were placed on the philatelic market. As mentioned before
they were greeted with little enthusiasm and considerable suspicion. Singles
and blocks were sold to a few interested parties and many years later (about
1959) he prepared philatelic covers using the negative stamps in an attempt
to establish authenticity in the eyes of collectors and perhaps recoup his
original investment. Of course, rather than stimulate demand it only made
them appear more suspect. . o

After considering them on their own merits, Mr. Vignola decided to pur-
chase the remaining five sheets offered to him as it seemed guite possible
they may have been some kind of experiment, particularly in light of the many
different shades of ink and kinds of paper used. The exact reason for their
negative appearance, however, remained something of a puzzle. He eventually
split the sheets of 100 and at present the right half sheets are in the posses-
sion of Mr. Roger Skinnmer, while Mr. Vignola's son, Dr. Frank E. Vignola has
the left half sheets.

Reliable government records from Nepal that deal with such matters (if
ever maintained) are almost impossible to ferret out and distance or language
barriers prevent most westerners from doing first Hand research. The only
alternative seems to be cautious speculation combined with close scrutiny
of the actual material. Our sense of justice requires that to call something
a fake it must have at least one severely compromising aspect, something that
just doesn't quite fit. At first glance these negative "proofs" would seem
to be full of such inconsistencies. After intensive study, however, the au-
thors have found the so-called compromising points seem instead to build a
strong case FOR credibility.

We believe these negative impressions to have been made DIRECTLY from
the original 1907 Perkins Bacon recess engraved printing plates by someone
who did not know how or was unable to use them properly. The negative appear-
ance and the correct right to left imposition of the design would indicate'
the engraved plates were simply inked like a typograph (the method of printing
most familiar to the Nepalese). No facility for and little knowledge of the
recess engraving process existed in Nepal around 1940 when the government
was deciding on a way to make their own stamps due to shortages caused by
World War II. In his 1947 article "The War-Time Issues of Nepal", H. Garrett
-Adams mentions the following: "In 1941 it was found that the stocks of some
values of the Perkins Bacon printed issues were running short, and the printing
plates were stored in Kathmandu. It was felt that it was not practicable
to send them to England, and furthermore, the delay in securing supplies might
be of any length, it was therefore resoclved to attempt to print the stamps
locally™,

"It was for technical reasons impossible to use the large Perkins Bacon
plates, probably no one had sufficient knowledge of printing from line engraved
plates, and it 1is unlikely that a suitable printing press was available and

in" any-.case the only perforation machines that could be used were too small
for sheets of 100 stamps.”

. While it 1s difficult to understand just how and why the 1807 engraving
plates actually got to Nepal after their retirement by Perkins Bacon in 1829
it seems evident they did in spite of the normal procedure for security prin-
ters not to relinquish plates.

As tactile, tangible evidence, if the negative impressions were in fact
pulled from the original 1907 plates (and not photographically derived from
printed.stamps), we predicted they would have to be slightly and consistently
laraer than the oriainal issued stamps. This would be caused bv a uniaue
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factor in the recess engraving .process. 0On a recess plate the portions to
be printed are sunken."engraved" lines cut or etched into the surface of the
metal. The plate is first flooded with ink, then wiped clean leaving only
the engraved lines loaded with ink. Paper with an extremely high moisture
content is then placed in contact with the plate under considerable press
pressure, literally pushing the soft, damp paper into the grooves uwhere the
remaining ink is forced to adhere to it, creating the characteristic texture
of engraved stamps. After printing, the moist paper is dried and noticable
shrinkage of the printed stamps occurs (usually greater in one direction than
the other, bias to the paper's' "grain"). If.one were to merely roll some
ink onto the surface of an engraving plate and without wiping the plate simply
make an impression on DRY paper (as.in letterpress printing) the result would
be a NEGATIVE image with CORRECT fight to” left imposition. In addition this
dry paper impression would more accurately reflect the ACTUAL SIZE of the
pri?ting plate than would a normally printed stamp (dry paper having no shrink-
age).

Careful measurements of all negative multiples available to us have proven
them to be the same size and proportion as the original plates, but not the
same size and proportion as the original stamps. This information indicates
the plates used to produce the negative impressions could not have been pro-
duced photographically from 1807 stamps as they would have retained the dis-
tinct proportions caused by paper shrinkage.

As an additional check we used the clever methqg/ehployed by V.P.Turnburke
Jr. to establish original die sizes of early Mexican engraved stamps (American
Philatelist, Sept. 1980). Well over 100 examples of all four values of the
1907 stamps in used condition were carefully measured and found to .1 to .25mm
smaller horizontally and .2 to .5mm smaller vertically than the 25 x 18.5mm
original die size indicated for this issue by Peter Holcomb. After soaking
briefly in cold water to expand them to their approximate size when printed
they were again carefully measured and were ‘found to have stabilized at about
25 x 18.5mm, the original die size and same size and proportions of the nega-
tive impressions.

It appears unlikely the negative impressions were made on a press but
instead the original plates were simply inked with a hand roller, the paper
placed on top then tamped or rolled to provide contact, a traditional proofing
method in Nepal. It may have been a genuine and frustrating experiment by
a government printer who did not understand recess engraving procedure, or
they may have been made by a knowing printer to illustrate to a superior or
bureaucrat just why the plates could not be printed properly by the pressmen
and equipment available in Kathmandu. The diversity of colors and papers
suggest they may have seriously considered using the plates anyway. The deci-
sion to not use them may not have been poor image quality but rather the large
size of the plates (surpassing available paper size and perforating machine
capacity) or most likely the outdated and offensive inscription "GORKHA
SARKAR™ ("GURKHA GOVERNMENT") which was removed from later Pashupati issues
for political considerations. As the plates had been idle for nearly a dozen
years this may not have been remembered or noticed until the negative proofs
were viewed.

e do not know where the plates are at present or if they might still
exist. Without government records we cannot rule out the possibility that
the negative impressions may have been unofficial or unauthorized, although
we can find nothing that would indicate this. We feel that for anyone to
dispute that the negative impressions were pulled from the original plates
they must document their contention or at least explain their account of why
the negative impressions maintain the same size and proportions of the original
plates. lWe have only attempted to find logical and viable reasons for pre-
viously unexplained items.

Nepal is a charming land of the unexpected, uwhere by necessity the people
Fave been used to making what they must with limited technology, often with















Letter To The Editor
Dear Sir,

The letter from Mr. George Bourke in Vol. No. 72 certainly makes some very
good points regarding the Society's attitude and proposed actions in receiving
forgeries submitted for auction. ,I would certainly endorse Mr. Bourke's
comments that it is not for an individual member of a society as an auctioneer
to take a rather Draconian position and label what he or she may perceive
as a forgery by creating an indeliblewmark on, same. In fact I would suggest
that the owners of such material would probably have reasonable case against
the Society for defacing in any way material that is only offered through
their services.

I certainly agree with Mr. Bourke that it is not for us to permanently deface
as what we as single individuals may decide is not the genuine item. I cer-
tainly have found from another area of philatelic interest (Nicaragua), where
in the past two very biased individuals, possibly with a hidden agenda have
seen fit to deface many items whose provenance is certainly not as clearly
established as they would like to think. :

Therefore I would endorse Mr. Bourke's remarks in suggesting that the auction-
eer has no right to deface and if we as a group believe that.the selling
of such material "as is" is not to be encouraged then the material should
be returned to the person who submits it in the same condition in which it
was sent.

If over a period of time material submitted from any one person is considered
by a group to be of doubtful authenticity then that person should be debarred
from participating in the auction and also the material should be described
in articles in the journal as has been and is the practice at present.

Turning "to another small matter which I have heard no more for some time
in the pages of the magazine, I refer to the publication "Yak Posts of Dogar"
allegedly by Colonel Dobson-Bligh. This apparent spoof of postal history
does not seem to have ever become generally available and I would welcome
hearing how one can obtain a copy. At one stage the publication was allegedly
available from a source in Belgium but requests there subsequently denied
the continued availablility. I would certainly welcome hearing how one could

obtain a copy of this publication, assuming that it actually exists, as I

believe we should certainly have some confirmation as to its actual reality.
[Ed. I obtained a copy from the Belgium source (see Postal
Himal No. B8) but apparently it 1is out-of-print. A
qualiy photocopy 1s almost as good as the original.

By the way, who really is Colonel Dobson-Bligh?]

From a rather distant part of the world [Australia), and having taken little
part in the philately of our area over the recent vyears, may I take this
opportunity to congratulate both the editor [thank you] and the office bearers
in continuing to maintain a society in high profile and with obvious inter-
national success.

Yours faithfully,

Dr D.A. Pocock
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FIRST YEAR OF BHUTAN'S NEW POLICY PRODUCES ONLY SEVEN NEW ISSUES
Len Nadybal

A little more than a year ago (Linn's Stamp News, Dec. 31, 1991, page
2), I reported that the Post and Telegraphs Department of Bhutan had embarked
on a new-issue policy that would do away with long sets of souvenir sheets
and stamps that either had no relation to postal rates or events related
to the country.

A year has passed, and true to the government's announcement, there
were only seven new issues in 1992, none of uwhich appeared in imperforate
form.

Five of the seven issues related .directly to Bhutan. Even the Barcelona
Olympics stamps and souvenir sheet, ‘which pictured archers, were directly
related to the country as Bhutan has fielded Olympic archery teams since
the 1960s. '

The other two issues, the CGerman Unification stamp and souvenir sheet
and the Columbus pair and souvenir sheet, are of sufficient international
importance to be fully justified as' worthy subjects of any_nation's stamps.
The government stated up front that two or three issues each year would be
of international interest.

The total face value of all 20 items issued in 1992 was less than $13
a far cry from the $80.94 face value of the 92 agency-produced stamps (and
one non-agency stamp) of 1991. -

Of the 20 items released in 1992, five stamps werg,iésUed for the inland
letter rate (and also good for inland postcards, smail packets of up to 50
grams and newspapers).

Of the remaining denominations issued, the majority were one of the
" following: 15 ngultrums, paying the 50-gram airmail to Furope; 20nu for the
SU0-gram airmail letter rate to the Americas; and 25nu for 10-gram registered
airmail letters to Europe and for small packets, printed paper and books
less than 250 grams in weight, sent worldwide by -surface mail.

With all the new uses there are for 25nu stamps since the change of
postal rates at the beginning of this year, the previously unusable, ever-
growing stock of agency-produced 25nu souvenir sheets may start appearing
on covers. These souvenir sheets have lingered in the vaults in the P&T
headquarters since 1985.

None of the 1992 stamps were produced by any of Bhutan's agents, although
one ancmaly -occurred worthy of note that involved an agency.

A sheetlet of four Wildlife stamps was produced by Bhutan's agent in
New York. But when the stamps showed up in Thimphu, Bhutan's capital, they
were missing the desired logo from the World Wildlife Federation, which was
to be a beneficiary of the sales of the stamps.

The Bhutanese withheld the issue from its planned August 1992 release,
but the agent had already distributed supplies to some dealers in the United
States. Whether the stamps will ever be officially released is questionable.

This year promises to be another one of moderation. Ten issues are
on the Bhutan Stamp Committee's selection list, from which seven will probably
be chosen.

Five stamps and a souvenir sheet featuring medicinal plants already
were issued Jan. 1.

The list also includes the following proposed issues based on local
themes: 350th anniversay of Tashichho Dzong (fortress), which is Bhutan's
capital¢ Losar (Bhutan's new year, the Year of the Bird); and the 25th anni-
versary of the founding of the Bank of Bhutan.

The following international issues were proposed: 25th anniversary of
the first walk on the moon; the World Soccer Cup in the United States; the
upcoming Lillehammer and Atlanta Olympic Games; the 175th anniversary of
the first ocean liner crossing the Atlantic; and the 500th anniversary of
the birth of Copernicus.

Collectors interested in Bhutan's stamps can uwrite to the Philatelic
Bureau, Bhutan P&TF, GPO Thimphu, Thimphu, Bhutan.

r .. o
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£50 plus postage.

tin of Sept.,
Circle. .

A REVIEW OF THE COINAGE OF NEPAL

Wolfgang Bertsch

THE COINAGE OF NEPAL, by N. G. Rhodes, K. Gabrisch, C. Valdettaro.
Royal Numismatic Society, Special Publication No. 21, London 1989.

Hardbound, '249pp, 51 black and white plates. £37,50 for RNS members,
£50 to others. !

Nepal's "exotic" coinage is doubtlessly one of the most fascinating
oriental series. Hardly any other .country has produced such a vast
variety of denominations and designs in the three major coin metals -
copper, silver and gold. Despite this, even nowadays Nepal's coinage

is not too well known among collectors of oriental coins. This is
partly due to the fact that Nepal was a “forbidden" country until the
1950's. This new book, THE COINAGE OF NEPAL, which replaces the previous
standard work by E. H. Walsh (THE COINAGE OF NEPAL, Journal of the

Royal Asfatic Society, 1908; reprinted 1973 by Indological Book House,
Delhi and Varanasi), will certainly contribute to making Nepal's .coinage
more popular among oriental collectors.

The authors give a complete survey of Nepal's coinage until 1911 A.D.
(end of rule of King Prithvi Vir Vikram Shah). The first chapter deals
with the early coinage of the Lichhavi period (A.D. 576 - 750). Many

~hitherto unpublished varieties and types are listed and illustrated.

Chapter II, about the mediaeval period, steps on almost unknown terri-
tory. In fact hardly anything was known in the West abougsthe few
coins which have survived and can be attributed to this period.

Chapter III describes the most fascinating period (numismatically speak-

ing) of Nepal's history: The Malla Dynasty (A.D. 1540 - 1768). This
period actually starts earlier than 1540 A.D., but no coins are known
which could be attributed beyond any doubt to early Malla rulers (see
previous chapter). Walsh had already quite extensively dealt with the
issues of this dynasty (based on the holdings of the British Museum).
Rhodes had given a quite detailed 1isting of Malla coins in the Krause
publication, The Standard Guide to South Asian Coins and Paper Money
Since 1556 A.D., by C. R. Bruce II, J. S. Deyell, N. G. Rhodes and

W. F. Spengler, Iola. However, the 1isting ofMalla coins in the new
book goes far beyond these earlier publications, since many new variet-
ies and types have come to 1ight since. The same applies to the next
Chapter IV which discusses the coins of the Shah Dynasty (A.D. 1749 -
1911), a period which produced 2 large number of coins types and dates,
although the variety of coin designs cannot compete with the preceding
Malla period. Chapter V, about the coinage in the Nepalese Hills,
treads again on new ground. We find illustrations of coins which up

to now were completely unknown to most collectors of oriental coins.
Chapter VI discusses the issues of Nepalese coins for Tibet, presents
contemporary and modern forgeries, Tokens and Amulets. Again these

subjects (excepting the coin issue for Tibet) have hardly been dealt
with in western numismatic literature so far.

Appendices about numerals on Malla- and Shah- coins, about denomin-
ations, weights, silver content of Malla-and Shah- coins, genealogical
tables, 1ists of queens and deities on Nepalese coins and a biblio-
graphy (due to lack of space only a selective bibliography is given)
increase the usefullness of this book for anybody who tries to study
Nepal's coinage and history.

This book will remain for many years the standard work on the coins

-of Nepal 'and should be in the library of any céllector of institution

interested in the study of oriental coins.

Reviewed by-Wolfgang Bertsch

England,

[Ed. By presenting the above review I am breaking with my policy of not including
non-philatelic articles in the Postal Himal.
members are also interested  in the numismatics of Nepal.
from Spink & Son Limited, 5-7 King Street, St. Jame's, London sw1, :
' - The review first appeared in the Numismatic International Bulle-

Tt is offered here as many of our
The book is availlable

for

19390. One of the authors, Nick Rhodes, is a member of our Study
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AUCTION ACTION
Leo Martyn

Michael Rogers' auction of May 28-29 (1992) offered 22 lots of Tibet
material including the following notable items and the prices realized (not
including the 10% buyer's commission):

Lot 774 1911 single-franked (surcharged one anna) Chinese Post
: Office in Tibet cover from Lhassa to Yatung. $260.

Lot 775 A philatelically inspired 1911 combination registered
"Yilson™ Chinese Post 0Office in Tibet cover bearing
surcharged~1 anna, 2a, and 3a stamps on the front
and a strip of three of Indian % anna on reverse.

$700.

Earl P.L. Apfelbaum's auction of May 27 (1992) offered 13 lots of Nepal
- all of which sold. Tuwo better items offered (commissions not included)
were: ®

Lot 842 %anna orange-vermilion block of six telegraphically

cancelled. K $350.
Lot 843 L anna orange-uermilion"‘tete—beche pair telegraph
' C

ancel. $1050.

Christie's Robson Lowe auction of April 21 (1993) offered items from

the archives of the printers Bradbury & Wilkinson, including the following
lot:

Lot 360 1858 Elections Bp. De La Rue handpainted essay in issued

design and colours, on card (95x106mm.); 1965 I.C.Y.

_1r.  imperforate proof on presentation ‘card master
"Approved" & 240.

hh Sales Limited Postal Sale No. 113 (Feb. 5, 1993) offered some unusual
items indeed - "the following 14 lots of Tibet came from a 'find! in a junk-
shop and are the Authors' working papers for Arnold Waterfall's book™.

Lot 841 Tibet, Waterfall, folder of typed 1st edn., 1st draft

plus notes. _ Est. 27
Lot 842 Tibet, Waterfall, file of handwritten drafts for 1st
edn. book. Est. 20

Lot 943 Tibet, Waterfall, apparent final typed draft for above
plus 2 folders of duplicate pps and tracings for illus-
trations. Est. 25

Lot 948 Tibet, large bundle of letters & items addressed to
A.C. Waterfall, mostly concerning Tibetan philately,
important reference. ‘ Est. 25

I hope the buyer of the Waterfall material is a member of the study



