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In the course of this wvisit, the Dalai Lama expressed the wish to
see my collection of Tibetan stamps. The issues of Tibet, 1912-
1956, represent a tangible proof and an important aspect of the
virtual independence of the country. Mementoes of this
independence - since tragically lost - are dearly treasured by the
spiritual leader of Tibet, and by his people. The Dalai Lama took
great interest in some of the peculiar features of the shades, and
was amused by the fact that the trial perforations tear. The
covers particularly fascinated His Holiness. He pointed out
various faulty spellings of Tibetan names by some Nepalese letter
writers, and laughed heartily “at the .inventiveness of his people
when he noticed covers with bisected 2 tangka and quartered 4
tangka stamps (rendered necessary by a sudden shortage of 1 tangka

stamps) .

At the end of the half-hour Session, when I presented him with my
two publications, The Postal markings of Tibet and Tibet - , A
Philatelic and Numismatic Bibliography, the Dalai Lama expressed
his appreciation that much effort was. put in studying and
preserving a sideline that forms part of his<ppuntry's historical
and cultural heritage. Finally, the Dalai &kama presented me with
a very fine silk scarf, the traditional Tibetan form of greeting.

The Dalai Lama also met with the well-known South Tyrolean
mountaineers Reinhold Messner and Hans Kammerlander, who both liwve
near Bozen.

* k Kk Kk Kk X K Kk * K
Diljit Singh Virk, 1914-1997 ¢

The October 1997 issue of the London Philatelist reports the death of Brigadier D.
S. Virk on July 21 at the age of 83. Virk was author of several books on the postal history

of India and related areas. Study Circle members will recognize his name as author of
Sikkim-Tibet 1903-1908 which was published in 1989.

Employed by the Indian Army Postal Service, Virk witnessed much of the
development of military postal history in India, and also had access to records in order to
study the postal history of earlier periods. He served in several commands before
appointment as Chief Postal Officer of the British Indian Contingent of the Occupation
Forces in Japan. After India became independent, Virk directed the postal service of the
new Indian Army, retiring in 1968. For this service he was awarded the Ati-Vishsisht Seva
Medal.

Virk was author or coauthor of additional books on the China Expeditionary Force
of 1900-1923, on the location and movements of India Army post offices between 1929 and
1947, postal censorship in India during the WW II period, and Indian postal history from
1873-1923. He was named an FIP judge in 1982 and signed the Roll of Distinguished
Philatelists in 1993.

* ko oxoxoxoxoxo¥ox Alan Warren
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A square, purple, postage-due marking (applied in England) in violet (hopefully it
shows up in the printing) indicates the fee due (I am not sure if it's 7 1/2p, 10p, or
16p). Upon receipt in Bhutan a 2ch 1976 Winter Olympics stamp (Scott 213, Stanley
Gibbons 338) was applied to the back flap and cancelled by a May 24, 1976 Rinpung
Dzong circular-date-stamp. Along side is a manuscript date (26/5/76) and initials
(probably the postmaster's). | think the cover is completely commercial and the only
Bhutanese related postage-due cover | have seen originating outside of the country..
Do any other members have unusual Bhutanese .covers - send photocopies (preferably
in color) and any information.

*x Kk Kk Kk Kk Kk Kk Kk Kk *x

A NEW TIBET FIND

by
Armand E. Singer -~

The incredible truth about collecting Tibet is the neverending appearance of
important new discoveries. One of the most recent and notable is two examples of a
small, unrecorded Pelti postmaster's seal, similar to Waterfall types XIV-XVI (Shigatse,
Phari, Gyantse, and Penam; Wolfgang Hellrigl, The Postal Markings of Tibet [published
by Geoffrey Flack, 1996], types T60-63), as  illustrated. George Alevizos, who
contacted me about them, writes that they were part of the Neil Campbell (an avid
collector some years ago) correspondence, these two covers being the only
remarkable pieces in the find.

The Tibet inscription definitely shows the letter "P". As the only other town with
the same letter (Penam), has a somewhat different inscription, though also showing a
"P" and since the two covers both also contain the fret Pelti cancel as an arriving
postmark (both covers were forwarded from Sikkim to Pelti), Dr. Hellrigl and the rest
of us feel comfortable calling the mark a Pelti postmaster's seal. The one | retained
bears the San Francisco postmark sending date of March 10, 1952, reaching Gyantse
March 18. The other example is postmarked in San Francisco and Berkeley May 5,
1952, reaching Gyantse May 13. The diameter of the Pelti seal is about 20 mm.

FLASH: And then there is a cover sent by the Dalai Lama from Lhasa to a

collector in Norristown, Pennsylvania, with the equivalent date in our calendar system
of September 16, 1949 -- unique. ['ll tell you readers about it soon.

Postal Himal No. 80 29 2nd Quarter/1997


















TWO COVERS BEARING HALF-SHEETS OF 1933
2/3 TRANGKA DISCOVERED

Rainer Fuchs

One of the most important additions to Tibetan-Philately in 1994 has been the
recent discovery of two covers each bearing a half proof sheet of the 2/3 Trangka,
blue of the issue 1933.

The 1933 Proofs were prepared in order to inform the Postmasters about the
newly issued stamps. Each sheet or sheetlet consisted of two clichés found in a
horizontal format. Examples of.the four higher values (2/3 Tr, 1 Tr, 2 Tr and
4 Tr) have been found. (No Proofs of the 1/2 Trangka value have yet to be
discovered.) Until now, only three covers had been recorded bearing examples of
these proofs.

1: The most famous Cover bears no less then 3 of the 7_known pairs of the 2/3 Tr
value and is in the collection of Armand Singer. (It is believed to have cost over
$ 10,000 (US).)

2: A Combination cover with a half Proof Sheet of the One Trangka realized $10,500
(US) in October 1986 (Alevizos Sale 57, Lot 317),,- *

3: A Combination cover (from the same correspondence as #2 above) bearing a half
Proof Sheet of the 1 Trangka (cut close) was recently sold (privately) for $ 3500
(US).

In April (1994) | was offered a newly "discovered cover bearing a half proof
sheet of the 2/3 Trangka. | was not sure if | should buy the cover and asked the
dealer to put the cover aside until | have made my decision. Soon after | received
the catalogue from a small Auction house in which a Tibet cover was offered and
described as follows: ‘ '

Tibet, 1933, 4 stamps on cover, addressed to England
canceled with postmark of SAPOJ.......

Since | (and | assume nobody else) has ever heard anything about a town with
this name, | asked the Auction house to send me a clear photo copy of the cover.
The size of, and general appearance of, the cover was the same as the cover | had
recently been offered. Very large margins on the top, bottom and left side of the 2/3
Trangka stamp were clearly visible and it was clear to me that it was the left side of a
proof sheet.

I'was now quite excited and wanted both covers in my collection. | made a high

bid for the cover in the auction and also arranged for the purchase of the cover the
dealer had offered me. | was successful in getting both covers and now have both
Proof Covers number 4 and 5 in my collection.

As I have mentioned, both of these newly discovered covers bear half proof
sheets of the 2/3 Trangka. Both of the covers were enclosed in an outer envelope
and sent by the British Mission to Lhasa (Under B.J. Gould). They were mailed
through the British-Indian Post Office in Lhasa and had originally contained
Christmas Cards (1936). These covers are overrated and philatelic, but in my opinion
this does not detract from there importance and desirability. (Many of us sent
Christmas cards with additional stamps.)
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AUCTION # 69 - PRICES REALIZED CONTINUED (U.S. DOLLARS)

LOT PRICE LOT PRICE " LOT PRICE
19 35 26 1200 45 1000
49 855 50 100 63 200
74 175 88 575 89 300
95 150 136 . 150 137 125
143 135 1557 1260 168 120

The following lots were withdrawn for various reasons: 24, 34 (unfortunately this turned out
to be a forgery), 47, 107, 108, 165.

Auction #6869 went very well - as can be seen from the prices realized.” The bulk of Les Michel's
collection is still to be offered. - including some very good items. | think it is now best to offer
items in groups and the better items singly. With the next Postal Himal | will include a list of
available items from Nepal (also a small amount of common Tibet [if there is such a thing]),
in various groups (such as postally used classic stamps; telegraph/telephone items; various
Pashupati covers; Documents; First Day Covers and Folders; Couyrt ‘Fee Stamps; Land Lord
stamps; Modern stamps and covers; Classic covers, etc.). If ydu have any specific requests
please contact me - something for everyone (if you collect Nepal). '

| am still holding items from other consignors so if you sent me material please be patient.
Well, nothing more to say and space available, so below is one of my favorite cartoons. By Gahan

Wilson and appeared in Playboy (not sure which issue-but probably some 20 years ago).
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“By God, for a minute there it suddenly all made sense!



NEPAL AND TIBET PHILATELIC STUDY CIRCLE

AUCTION NO. 69 - CLOSING JAN. 17, 1998

- PRICES REALIZED - U.S. DOLLARS

LOT __ PRICE LOT  PRICE LOT __ PRICE
1 10 2 27 3 40
6 8 8 17.50 9 45
12 75 16 20 18 8
20 30 23 140 30 200
31 175 41 450 - 43 350
44 800 46 500
52 750 54 200 55 235
58 50 59 340 60 530
70 305 71 530 . 73 850
75 150 77 325 . 78 425
79 425 80 110 “ 81 155
82 . 305 83 92.50 84 - 9250
85 140 87 375 96 500
98 115 99 130 100 250
102 150 108 150 106 1200
111 102.50 112 200 113 110
114 620 116 275. 118 125
119 250 121 125 126 175
127 225 129 100 130 100
132 70 139 125 140 350
144 14250 145 125 147 . 20
148 41 149 50 150 560 '
151 450 152 50 153 150
154 910 155 390 156 170
158 50 159  102.50
160 200 - 161 150 164 230
169 500 170 180 171 350
172 350 178 250 175 200
176 175 : 177 350 178 115
179 125

CONTINUED ON REVERSE

Lots 142, 157 (misdescribed -Bhutanese seal, will be reoffered), and 174 were
withdrawn. As of 1/24/98, any lots (except the withdrawn) not listed above are
available at the starting prices on a first-come - basis, and can be paid for over a period
of time as stated in the Auction list. Please contact Leo Martyn if you want any of the
available lots:

Leo Martyn

P.O. Box 49263

Los Angeles, CA 90049-0263

Phone and Fax 310/476-2608

e-mail Himalayan @worldnet.att.net



BOGUS NEPAL ONE-ANNA THIRD (?) SETTING SHEET

by
Armand E. Singer

When a dealer sent me a photocopy of a one-anna sheet, somewhat damaged
but clearly bearing marginal inscriptions proper for the second or third settings of the
one-anna first issue blue (two complete. setting 2 sheets recorded; no setting 3 sheets
known to exist -- see the Hellrigl/Vignola book, pp. 68-70), | was ecstatic. | held onto
a large sum of money already set aside for two forthcoming auctions (funds for my
favorite hobby are never extensivel). This promised to be a one-in-a-mitlion find. In
due course the sheet arrived, only to prove a sad let-down. | had missed out on
several potential auction purchases ‘just to be offered a clumsy fraud. the sheet is
obviously an almost weird reconstruction of a genuine sheet. " Let me run through a
description of the accompanying illustration. )

1} 1t is printed in a slightly brownish. black ink on native laid paper (not
European wove paper, in a shade of blue, as with tp,e ‘genuine second and third
settings).

2) The inscriptions, though proper for these early settings, are a few
millimeters short at the top, bottom, and right margins. The left margin, as | already
knew from the blurry black-and-white photostat previously sent me and as is visible in
the present illustration, is missing, the sheet beirg defective along the left edge. The
letters are thicker than setting 2; they could be setting 3, as the bottom par of the
inscription fairly well matches as much of Hellrigi/Vignola's figure 32 '(p. 70) as shows
up in their illustration of a block of six. However, Hellrigli/Vignola note that the thicker
letters are differently spaced; mly sheet does not have differently spaced wordg or
letters, merely a slightly shorter line.

So far, then, theoretically we could be dealing with a printer's waste copy of a
black proof, on native paper. | should add that what looks like a paper fold, lower
jeft in the illustration, with parts of four stamps printed on an angle, is actually merely
a reproduction of a fold. There is no paper fold; it just looks like one (and did on the
photocopy | received).

3) The printing is very blurred (unlike any of the early settings), but careful
study reveals a whole set of inverted cliches (none in the genuine setting 2, or 3, as

far as known); to wit, cliches 10, 11, 15, 23, 27, 40, 41, 51, and 61 seem inverted,
suggesting settings 21 or 23.

4) There are two faint but recognizable traces of a bottom frameline along the
right side, also consistent with settings 21 or 23.

5) There is a flaw on the top right comner of cliche 40 (first found in setting 8).
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Cther progressive flaws (see Hellrigl/Vignola again) | was unfortunately unable to
check because of the blurred, damaged sheet.

6) Let it be noted that, while settings 4 to 6 are printed on native paper, the
inscriptions point OUT, not IN, as with settings 2 & 3, and as shown in the present
sheet. Later settings lack inscriptions except at the top. After around 1800, there
are no inscriptions at all. -

7) Finally, the sheet dimensions, as far as they can be measured because of
the left hand damage run several millimeters shorter than the genuine, as do the
inscriptions; the result of poor photographic reproduction, or even paper shrinkage.

To summarize and theorize: The dealer, who claims to be convinced of the
bona fides of the sheet, writes me that it came from the collection of a "very, very
[sic] old man, [whose] material is always authentic". The dealer adds that he never
had any doubt about the source. "A genuine print.” The fact that it is in black "may
be an error" or possibly "a proof®. He notes that the Nepalese P.O. has no
information about these old issues; hence, there is po way to be sure. To the
contrary, we can all consult Helirigl/Vignola's exhaustive Classic Stamps of Nepal, as
may be seen | already have. Of course, a new early printing, however unlikely, could
turn up, as | had hoped against hope. Not in this case.

What | think we are dealling with here is a photocopy of setting 21 or 23 with genuine
top inscription deleted, this copy made from another photo out of a book or more
likely from a flawed original sheet, with new inscriptions added, this time probably out
of a book. If not made to look old, the fake looks to date from the early 1970s,
when copiers were not as accurate, the resulting work apt to be blurred. Naturally,
there would be no color. The paper is genuine native laid, the holes and raged' left
edge quite possibly intentional. It does lend an air of authenticity that could be
missing from a flawless piece of crooked work.

I cannot prove my scenario, however likely, but a word of advise: don't
consider buying any similar item. | had originally written, "don't even consider buying
the item”, as | was returning it post haste, but | actually did purchase it for $25.00 to
put among my collection of frauds and get it off the market, at just about one-
hundredth of the cost originally demanded. | may add that Messrs. Vignola and
Helirigt both agree with this sheet's being an egregious fake. | am told that some
similar items are out there. [ was offered a less ambitious example of the faker's art:
a single of setting six of the half-anna in orange-vermilion, doubly printed in black. The
price was so reasonable (an almost sure sign to beware, but | failed to heed it) that |
was tempted and succumbed. This one, | find, is making the rounds as well. Consider
yourselves warned.
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