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Officerôs Corner 

It seems to have been a quite eventful year with both the sale of Wolfgang Hellriglôs  Nepal collection 

and the fine New York exhibition which as is usual with international exhibitions  saw a number of 

our members  being able to attend and meet.  This was also the first year that we started to offer 

Postal Himal by email for which we have approximately 20% of the members receiving it this way.  

Apart from the fact that members can print their own copies in colour, it is much less work for our 

editor, who has to envelope, address and deliver to the post office all those receiving hard copies.  We 

have very few of our USA members who have the magazine by email, so perhaps, when you have 

recovered from the shock of having Mr Trump as President you might consider changing your 

method of delivery. 

 

Finally as the New Year approaches I would like to wish you all a very happy Christmas and a 

prosperous and good collecting New Year.  

Editorôs Ramblings 

Another year has flown past.  It amazes me 

how quickly it passes.  When I was younger it 

seemed to take a much longer time.  It makes me 

wonder if time has speeded up. 

It was quite a year, philatelically speaking - 

what with WESTPEX and NY 2016.  Next year 

should be a little less hectic.  There will of course 

be WESTPEX 2017.  Are you planning to 

attend?  You will a truly great show if you donôt.  

And then there will be the APS show it Reno, 

Nevada for which I am preparing an exhibit.  

And following that I will be in Porto, Portugal 

for the AGM of the Portuguese Philatelic Society 

of Great Britain.  Every 5 years the AGM is held 

in Portugal and the other 4 it is held in GB.  So, a 

few things for me to look forward to. 

For those of you who have been wondering 

when the next NTPSC auction would be you can 

stop wondering.  See the Notice below. 

If any of you have stamps that you donôt 

require any longer, why not donate them? 

Childrenôs hospitals, the Shrinerôs Burn Institute, 

wounded Veteranôs groups or homes, or maybe 

the Western Philatelic Library or any philatelic 

library for that matter.  Any of the above 

mentioned would by thrilled to receive your 

donation and you would definitely bring joy to 

children and wounded Veterans. 

In the spirit of the season, I being a Christian, 

wish you a Blessed Christmas.  For those who 

practice any other faith, I wish you the Joy of the 

Season.  And for all of you Best Wishes for a 

Healthy, Happy, and Safe New Year.  And may 

you all enjoy finding something to add to your 

philatelic collection. 

Again, remember our upcoming auction and 

make your plans to join your fellow collectors at 

WESTPEX 2017. 

If your subscription is up your dues notice is 

enclosed.  Members receiving PH via email 

will receive their notices by email. 

NTPSC Auction Notice:  Our auctioneer Leo Martyn is planning the next NTPSC Auction for 

early 2017.  Lots from members will be accepted for listing for a 10% fee if sold.  Prior to listing, 

the material has to be accepted by the auctioneer.  Queries and scans can be sent to Leo at 

himalayan@att.net.  

Upcoming:  

WESTPEX April 28 - April 30, 2017 at the San Francisco Airport Marriott Waterfront.  Shuttles run 

24 hours daily every 20 minutes from the airport to the hotel.  NTPSC meeting on Sunday at 11:00 am.  

Room to be announced later. 

Congratulations: 

Bruno Le Puet was awarded Silver for his exhibit ñThe Shri Pashpuati Issues of Nepalò at 

PHILATAIPEI 2016 
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Modern Postal Markings of Nepal 

The Standard Bi-Lingual Postmark (Type A) 

by Sidhartha M. Tuladhar 

 

A few years ago I had a chance to read the excellent and well researched book titled The Modern 

Postmarks of NEPAL authored by Colin Hepper. This type specialized book is very hard to get in 

Nepal. I am fortunate enough to have a friend in UK, who kindly sent me one. I have read Colin 

Hepperôs other two books on Nepal as well. The above mentioned book is, I found,  very well 

organized and most of the topics has been systematically  categorized. After reading this I am 

encouraged to publish the modern cancellations I have in my collection. I think these illustrations will 

be a supplement to Colin Hepperôs book. 

I am following the categorization of Colin to list the cancellations so that collectors are not 

confused. The most common category of all the categories in my collection The Standard Bi-Lingual 

Postmark (Type A) is the one which will be illustrated. 

In this article I am illustrating 60 cancellations which have not been published anywhere to my 

knowledge.  Most of the cancellations are from the 60s, 70s, and 80s. The illustrations are not perfect.  

All the cancellations on  my covers are not in good enough condition to be copied directly. It is noted 

that most English names are clear as when the cancellation was applied, more pressure was 

automatically applied on the back of the canceller.  And some letters are difficult to read when the 

cancellation was applied to dark portions of the stamp.  So some cleaning was needed.  Most of the 

cleaning was done in my computer with photo editing programs and retouching by hand. In some 

cancellations Nepali characters had to be re-drawn for clarity. While doing the cleaning job I tried to 

keep any originality as far as possibility.   

The following points were noted as I list down the cancellation. 

English spellings do not match the Devanagari in some cancellation, such as Madhumalla.  

On the date bar Day and Year are interchanged in some cancellation. In some cancellations Year 

comes first ( In Nepali style, Year comes first).  

Cancellation of Baluwatar must be from the Dailekh District, as it has village by that name, as  

 Kathmanduôs Baluwatar has been documented in Colin Hepperôs book. 

Two types of Bhimphedi cancellations are illustrated. The difference is in the last character: di 
and dI (which are the Nepali verbs for pronouncing long and short vowels).   

Note: the earliest recorded dates are listed in chronological order while illustrations are in 

Yasok  65 Gausala  67 Gaunsahar  68 Jhingajholi 69 

Rangeli  66 Galkot 67 EDPO Kalimati 68 Dhading 70 

Khasyauli  66 Dang Ghorahi 67 Chainpur 68 Panauti 71 

Wokhaldhunga 67 Buipabazar   67 Bijauri 68 Kodari 71 

Those  67 Brahmadeonandu Bazar 67 Bhimphedi 68 Bahrabise 71 

Thak  67 Bharatpur 67 Serunj 69 Damaulee 74 

Rabi  67 Sanischare  68 Samanpur 69 Duhabi Bazar 77 

Parbat Darsan  67 Ratnanagar  68 Riugha 69 Buipa 78 

Madhumalla  67 Phidim    68 Mushikot 69 Surkhet 79 

Lyanglyang  67 Pakanajol  68 Melung 69 Baulwatar 80 

Kunchha  67 Luintel   68 Kusma 69 Alkatar 80 
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Bharase 81 Phalate 84 Chouri  84 TU (Tribhuvan 

University) 

97 

Lele 83 Dadarbairiya 84 Balajyu 87   

 

Lastly two modern Nepal Bi-lingual covers are illustrated with intermediate cancellations. I have no 

idea if it is a transit cancel or just due to dispatched in wrong bag. Readersô comments are welcome. 

These types of covers are seldom seen. My email is at the end of this article. 

Fig: 1 This cover originated 

from Jaleswore addressed to 

Secretariat (Singh Durbar). It 

has two intermediate 

cancellations ï Birgunj and 

GPO Kathmandu. It must 

have been dispatched from 

Jaleswore in the wrong bag 

to Birgunj, from where it 

was sent again to the proper 

destination.  

Fig: 2. This cover originated from Yasok 

and was addressed to Secretariat (Singh 

Durbar). It has one intermediate 

cancellation ï Rabi. Similarly as above it 

must have been dispatched in wrong bag 

to Rabi from where it was sent to 

Secretariat (Singh Durbar).  If the readers 

have another explanations for the 

intermediate cancellations their 

comments would be most welcome. 
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