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Counseling
Service

UL Basic Counseling Training

Trainings Advance Counseling Training
Cognitive Behavior Therapy(CBT)
Child parent relationship Therapy(CPRT)
Basic and Advance Sand Play Therapy
Positive Discipline
Effective Communication skills

AFEHT Stress Management(Creative Movement Therapy-CMT)
EAVELSS Grief Management
Orientation Positive Discipline
Mothers Capacity Building Training
Sex and Sexuality
How to identity psychological problems among children
Effective parenting
Self esteem improvement
Life skills
Adjustment
Need Based(on demand) packages

Observation project for children (Behavioral,
Emotional, physical and psychosocial aspects)

How to identify psychological problems

as a teacher and staff

Dealing/or teacher students interpersonal relationship
specially children with different challenges

Stress management program for Teachers

and support staff
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CLASSROOM

Laxman Gnawali

How to Teach

Grammar !

English teacher should follow the inductive approach to teach grammer in better way.

guage teaching discourages explicit gram-

mar teaching, there are a number of reasons
why we need to teach this aspect of language. The
knowledge of grammar helps learners to gauge
their own learning and it also counters the risk of
fossilisation. This paper starts with this justifica-
tion of grammar teaching and moves on with ways
of grammar teaching. It presents the principles of
using both the deductive approach and the induc-
tive approach, with sample lessons. The paper con-
cludes with the suggestion that the inductive ap-
proach is a better way to teach grammar.

Though the communicative approach to lan-

Why teach grammar

Despite arguments against teaching explicit gram-
mar, the teaching of grammar enjoys a key role in
English language classrooms. "Ability to communi-
cate effectively is probably not attained most quickly
or efficiently through pure communication practice
in the classroom — not, at least, within the frame-
work of a formal course of study" (Ur, 1996, p. 5). If
we take the instance of first language (L1) learning,
grammar is not initially taught explicitly, however, in
the second language learning setting (L2), grammar
becomes an important component in the process.
The exposure and motivation to learn one’s own
first language is so high that breaking the language
in to ‘learnable chunks’ is not required, however, in
the L2 situation, it becomes a must: the language
has to be broken into manageable pieces.

The L2 learner needs to learn grammar explic-
itly for different reasons. Firstly, in grammar exer-
cises, individual structures are concretely identifi-
able and the learner can see how much he/she has
learned. This allows the leaner to see what they
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know which in turn boosts their confidence. In my
personal experience, most language learners, when
asked what they want to learn, have asked for 'cor-
rect grammar'. They argue that without this, their
language will be labelled as incorrect.

Secondly, there is a risk in teaching language
through a purely communicative approach. Con-
stant use of incorrect or inappropriately formed
expressions will cause ‘fossilization’. Research sug-
gests that "Learners who receive no [grammar] in-
struction are at the risk of fossilising sooner than
those who receive it” (Thornbury, 1999, p.16).
Thus, teaching grammar can help to prevent lin-
guistic fossilisation in learners.

We can put forward other arguments in support
of teaching grammar explicitly in EFL classrooms as
well. Grammar helps in fine-tuning the language,
noticing the structures in use and organising learn-
ing. “Since knowledge of grammar is essential for
competent users of a language, it is clearly neces-
sary for our students” (Harmer, 1991, p. 22).

How to teach grammar

There are two approaches to teaching grammar:
the deductive approach and the inductive ap-
proach. In the former, the rules are presented to
the learner first using the required meta-language.
Once the rule is established, minimal examples are
given to support the rule. The inductive approach is
a way of ‘discovery learning’. In this mode of learn-
ing, adequate rules and usage are presented and
students derive the rules from the examples.

A variation of the example-rule approach is
teaching grammar through texts. In this approach,
a text which has an aspect of grammar used explic-
itly is presented and analysed through reading com-



prehension or other modes. Slowly learners are led
to discover rules of the structures used in the text.
We can now establish that there are three ways to
teach grammar: teaching grammar through rules,
teaching grammar through examples, and teaching
grammar through texts.

Teaching Grammar through rules

Teaching grammar through rules is known as the
deductive approach and it is rule-driven. As already
mentioned, in this approach the teacher starts
the lesson with a grammar presentation using the
meta-language of grammar. The teacher, assuming
a central role, follows a transmission style and ex-
plains the rules and elaborates with examples. Most
textbooks are designed to follow this technique of
teaching grammar. Let's look at these examples.

Nouns, adjectives and adverbs

1. Subject and Object pronouns
Subject pronouns

|I|you |he |she|it|we |they |

Object pronouns
|me |you |him|her |it |us

| them |

The subject is the person or thing doing the action:
I left early.
She went home.
We said goodbye.
The object is the person or thing receiving the
action:
She telephoned me.
I hit him.
We saw her.
Write the correct pronouns for these sentences:
1. ... telephoned yesterday. (she)
She telephoned yesterday.
2. We watched .... for hours.
We watched him hours.
Hasn't ... arrived yet. (she)
... don't understand. (1)
Are you talking to ....... (1
Don't ask ... ... doesn't know. (she/she)
This is Julia. ... have known ... for years.
(we/she)
8. Nobody told ... the bus was leaving. (they)
9. Whydidn't ... ask ... to come? (she/they)
10. Don't ask... Ask... (I/he)
11. ... think... doesn't like... (I/he/I)
12.asked ... to invite ... (they/he/we)

SRCIRULEERCS

(Adapted from Walker and Elsworth 1986 Grammar Practice for Intermediate
Students, Harlow: Longman)

In these examples, we can see the teacher tries
to establish the rule with the intention that when
the learner comes to the practice stage they will
already know the structural rule.

Teaching grammar through examples
Induction is learning through experience. When
the learner is exposed to a good amount of input,
regularities and patterns of the language become
evident. Then the learner can deduce the general
rule. Deducing the rule followed by good practice
helps automation. ‘Automation’ means having
the ability to form similar structures without con-
sciously referring to the rules. Based on this prin-
ciple, the teacher first presents several examples
and gets students to examine the examples and
find out what the rule is. Below are samples of how
this approach is used.

The first is at the presentation stage of report-

Teaching Past Perfect

T: Right the past perfect. (cueing)

T: The past perfect is formed from
the pas of the auxiliary 'have' plus the past
participle. (rule of form)

T: For example, 'everyone had left', the film

had started. (examples)

T: So what's the past participle of 'They go'?
(check)

S: 'They had gone.'

T: Good.

T: It is used when you are talking about the

past, and you want to refer to an earlier
point in the past.
(rule of use)

T: For example, 'We were late. When we went
to the cinema, the film had already started.'
(example)

T: Did the film start after we arrived, at the

same time we arrived or after we arrived?

(check)

Before.

‘Right'.

So it's like this. (draws)

B A

T: We arrived at this point in time (a). But |
need to refer to an earlier point in the past,
when the film started, here. (b)

i

(Adapted from Thornbury, 1999, How to Teach Grammar, Harlow: Longman)
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CLASSROOM

Nouns, adjectives and adverbs

Look at these sentences:

You know Norma and Joe, don't you?

They work everyday.

Joe talks to tourists and Norma writes letters.
We always go to their travel agency.

The agency offers tours to many different coun-
tries. | like the service there.

There is a final s on the verb only with certain
subjects. What are they?
I you he she it we they

Now apply the rule!

Circle the right verb.

| see/sees Norma almost everyday or she call/
calls me. She and Joe sometimes come/comes
to my house on weekends. Joe usually tell/tells
us some funny stories.

(From Maple, R. 1998, New Wave 1, Longman.)

By the way

Beauty of Mathematics

1x8+1=9
12x8+2=98
123x8+3=987
1234x8+4=9876
12345x8+5=98765
123456x8+6=987654
1234567x8+7=9876543
12345678x8+8=98765432
123456789x8+9=987654321

if (ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ) is rep-
resented by (123456789101112131415
16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26) respectively,

THEN,
H-A-R-D-W-0O-R-K
8+1+18+4+23+15+18+11=98%

AND

K-N-O-W-L-D-G-E
11+14+15+23+12+5+4+7+5=96%

BUT

A-T-T-I-T-U-D-E
1+20+20+9+20+21+4+5=100%
Sulabh Silwal (X A), Shuvatara School

Yo | Rias m A 068

A factory needs workers. Yesterday Bill
read their advertisement in the paper. It said
these things.

"We're a very large firm, pay very high
wages, and have god pension scheme."

Bill is at the factory today. He now knows
that all those things are not true. At this mo-
ment he is saying these things to the manager.

"YOU SAID YOU WERE A VERY LARGE FIRM
but you are really a small one!

YOU SAID YOU PAID HIGH WAGES but they
are really low.

YOU SAID YOU HAD A GOOD PENSION
SCHEME. You really don't have one at all."

(From Thornbury, S. 1999, How to Teach Grammar, Longman)

ing statements. In the second, there is also rules
inference and practice. However, in both examples
we can see that the teacher is trying to expose the
learner to the uses of the given structures so that
they can deduce the rules themselves. Once they
find the rules and practise the exercises, they will
be able to apply the productive rules as well.

Teaching grammar through texts

Every language item is context specific. The aspect
of the meaning and the use of any lexical item de-
pend upon the context. Likewise, the grammar use
also relates to the context. Therefore, another way
to teach grammar is by using a text in which a given
structure or rule is explicitly used and the learner is
well exposed to the structure. This way of teach-
ing grammar has an advantage. Because the text
is used from a grammatical point of view as well
as from a reading or vocabulary point of view, the
learner can develop not only grammar but other
skills as well. The following is an activity for teach-
ing the passive voice in which the text is the ve-
hicle.

Which one?

Now having presented the three ways to teach
grammar, a question certainly arises. Which is the
appropriate way to teach grammar, is it through
rules, or examples or texts? The answer is which-
ever we start with, we have to deal with all three
aspects. The issue is simply of the order. Even if we
start with examples or texts we have to provide
some meta-language which means we need to give
explicit rules. We cannot avoid rules nor can we un-
derstand the rules without examples and context.
We can use any of the ways; the matter is only of
how effectively we can present them. However, at
a time when we are promoting ‘discovery learning’



Using an authentic text to teach the passive voice

DOG ATTACK
Jessica Johnson was out walking with her hus-
band when she was attacked by an unsupervised
Alsatian dog. Two days later, because the wounds
had become infected, Jessica was admitted to
hospital. Even after she was discharged, she
needed further treatment from her GP — and she
was told to rest for two weeks. Jessica is self-em-
ployed and her business was affected while she
was sick. Also, the trousers and shoes she’d been
wearing at the time of the attack were ruined by
bloodstains, and had to be thrown away.

Jessica told us, “I'm now trying to get com-
pensation from the owners of the dog.”

Step 1

Before handing out the text, the teacher tells the
class the title of the article and gets students to
guess the vocabulary that may be in such a text.
He writes the words that come from the students
and adds those useful words not mentioned by
the students like bloodstains, infected, stitches.

Step 2

The teacher gets the class to read the text silently
with a view to answering these questions: Who
was attacked? Where? How badly? Who was
to blame? The students check their answers in
pairs before the teacher checks in open class. The
teacher sets more intensive questions.

Step 3
The teacher asks the class to turn the text over
and then writes these two sentences on the
board:
1. An unsupervised Alsatian dog attacked her.
2. She was attacked by an unsupervised Alsatian
dog.
He then asks the class if they can remember
which of these sentences was used in the text. He
allows them to check the text if they cannot re-

(From Thornbury, S. 1999 How to teach grammar, Longman.)

the second and the third ways of teaching grammar
are suggested. To quote Pascal, "People are gener-
ally better persuaded by the reasons which they
themselves have discovered than by those which
have come into the minds of others" (n.d.).

(This article is coordinated by NELTA)

member. He then elicits from students a descrip-
tion of the description in form between these two
sentences, identifying 1 as an active construction
and 2 as passive. He points out that while in 1 the
subject of the verb (the dog) is the agent, or ac-
tor, in 2 the subject of the verb is the person who
is affected by the action. He elicits the structure
of the passive sentence: subject+ auxiliary verb
to be + past participle. He then asks the students
to study the text again and decide why the sen-
tence 2 was considered appropriate in this text.
He elicits the answer: Because the woman is the
topic or the theme of the story. (Themes typically
go the beginning of the sentences.

Step 4

The teacher asks the students to find other ex-

amples of passive construction in the text, to

underline them and to discuss in pairs or small

groups the rationale for the use of passive in each

case. In checking this task, the following points

are made:

The passive is typically used:

1. to move the theme to the beginning of the
sentence and/or

2. when the agent is unimportant or not known
Where the agent is mentioned by + agent is
used.

Step 5

The teacher asks the students to cover the text
and, working in pairs to try to reconstruct in fro
memory. They then compare their versions with
the original.

Step 6

The teacher asks students if they (or people they
know) have had a similar experience. Having re-
counted their stories in English they are asked to
write their stories and this is checked for appro-
priate use of the passive.
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ASIA PUBLICATIONS PVT.LTD.
T Bagbazar, Kathmandu, Nepal
&Y Tel: 4232879, 4239174, 4257462, Fax : 4239190

Your City, Your Airline

Our Jetstream-41 aircraft conveniently connecls you
on-lime to your destination with frequent flights.,

S PORHARE,
THARLAD & -y
L T T

EHAEAnhAd &

BHADELFR

CITTYTL T . »

BEATRALLN

W EDFRH'HE! 7 Jaistraam aircrafts o the IL‘EM‘IFQ BoCinrs on bma, avary da:.a
Kathmandu - Pokhara - Kathmandu ~ Daily 8 Flights
Kalhmandu - Biratnagar - Kathmandu  Daily 7 Flights
Kalhmandu - Bhadrapur - Kathmandu  Daily 3 Flights
Kathmandu - Bhairahawa - Kathmandu Daily 2 Flights
Kathmandu - Nepalgun] - Kathmandu Daily 2 Flights
Kathmandu - Janakpur - Kathmandu  Dally 2 Fiights
Kathmandu - Dhangadhi - Kathmandu  Daily 1 Flight

Booking Gohais are now aasisr
wiilhi our Funting Sns: Tie wil Fard L arel Wapal

4464 878 < it

ssnivations 4464378 {Huniing Lina)
@ Yeti Airlines

il Mk Experarce
56 Bhalrahawa 071 527527 Janakpur (41 B93360 & GO LN B
B Biratnagar 021 530812 Bhadragur 023 455237 Dhangadhl 091523045 woarsy yelipilees com
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