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EMBASSY OF INDIA
COMPEX EXAM 2010

UNDERGRADUATE PROFESSIONAL COURSES UNDER
SELF FINANCING AND SCHOLARSHIP SCHEME: 2010-11

NOTICE

Compex Exam 2010 scheduled for May 08,
2010 has been postponed for indefinite period
due to the UCPN(Maoist) sponsored nationwide
general strike.

The next date for conduct of exams/centre of
examination will be communicated through a
public notice / on website www.examaid.in in
due course.

For any clarification the students may contact
Embassy of India, Kathmandu/Consulate
General of India, Birgunj from 9.00 AM to 3.00
PM.

EMBASSY OF INDIA, KATHMANDU
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CLASSROOM

Laxman Gnawali

Avoiding Faux Pas

A faux pas is an error, a slip like stepping on a banana peel. We fall acciden-
tally but only to be laughed at. It is a deviation from the standard use of the
language as judged by its users. Such deviations can lead to low grades, lost
employment opportunities, lost business, and laughters at the way we write.

11=T"he patient has no past history of sui-

cides," wrote a doctor in a patient's
record file after examining her. The patient
had had an accident but the family mem-
bers suspected that she may have tried to
commit suicide. Whether the patient had
had an accident or she had tried to commit
suicide, both are serious issues in the life
of the people concerned, but for me as a
reader, | see a problem in the doctor's writ-

A Non-Verbal Faux Pas

As the story goes, a disappointed salesman of soft drinks
returns from his Middle East assignment. The boss calls
him into the office and demands, "Why wasn't your
campaign successful with the Arabs?"

The salesman explains, "When | got posted to the
Middle East, | was very confident | would succeed with
the good sales pitch as our product is virtually unknown
there. But | had a problem — I didn't know how to speak
Arabic. So, | planned to convey the message through a
poster with three panels."

"That sounds reasonable," the boss admits.

"The first panel showed a man crawling through the
hot desert sand, totally exhausted and panting. Sec-
ond, the man is drinking a big cold bottle of our cola,
and the third panel showed the man again, now totally
refreshed."

"Good logic," agrees the boss.

"Then | had the posters pasted all over the place."

"That should have worked," says the boss. "What
happened?"

The salesman replies, "Well, not only did | not speak
Arabic. | also didn't understand that the Arabs read
from right to left."

From The Revenge of Anguished English
by Richard Lederer
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ing. No living person can have a past his-
tory of suicides. This is certainly an error in
writing.

When we write, we need to make sure
our words do not send wrong messages
However, many a time, we write some-
thing which makes us lose our face. One
reason for us to write that way is that we
write in a hurry and do not check our writ-
ing after we finish it. This habit creates
problems in many aspects: grammar, spell-
ing and more seriously in meanings. Anoth-
er reason is that we perhaps have a wrong
notion about the usage of the words. We
use words not in the way they are normally
understood. We think we know the words
but use them to mean other than what
we actually mean. It results in a faux pas
such as in this newspaper headline Local
Secondary School Drop-outs Cut in Half or
in this notice: No children allowed in the
maternity ward or in this advertisement
We exchange anything — bicycles, wash-
ing machines, etc. Why not bring your wife
along and get a wonderful bargain or in this
hotel brochure At least half our customers
who fly to this city come by plane. One of
my students in Grade 2 started his essay on
"The Poor" like this: | am poor. My father is
poor. My mother is poor. We have a car. It
is also poor. My dog is also poor.

A faux pas is an error, a slip like step-
ping on a banana peel. We fall accidentally
but only to be laughed at. It is a deviation
from the standard use of the language as
judged by its users. Such deviations can
lead to low grades, lost employment op-
portunities, lost business, and laughters at
the way we write. We have to be careful;



Self styled English

Since | have to go to my vil-
lage to sell my land along
with my wife, please sanc-
tion me one week leave.

My cremation ceremony is
at 10:00 am. Please grant
me half-day leave.

As | am studying in this
school | am suffering from
headache. | request you to
leave me today.

| only am suffering from
fever, please declare one
day holiday.

As my headache is pain-
ing, please give my leave
today.

| am enclosed herewith...

Dear Sir, with reference to
the above, please refer to
my below.

As my mother-in-law has
expired and | am respon-
sible for it, please grant me
ten days leave.

My wife is suffering from
sickness and as | am her

only husband at home, |

may be granted leave.

I am well here and hope
you are also in the same
well.

As | am marrying my
daughter, please grant
weak leave.

| want to shave my son's
head, kindly please leave
me for two days.

This has reference to your
advertisement calling for a
'typist and an accountant
- Male or Female'. As | am
both for the past several
years and | can handle
both; I am applying for the
post.

My wife and | have to go to
our village to sell our land.
Please sanction me one
week of leave.

I'm attending a cremation
ceremony at 10:00 am;
please grant me half-day
of leave.

| am suffering from a
headache. | request leave
for today.

| am suffering from fever.
Please grant me leave for
today.

As | have a painful
headache, please grant
me leave today.

| have enclosed herewith...

Dear Sir, in reference to
the above, please see my
observations below.

My mother-in-law has
expired and | am required
to make arrangements

for mourning. | request ten
days of leave.

My wife is ill and no one is
home to assist her. May |
be granted a short leave?

I am well and hope you are
also well.

My daughter is to be mar-
ried. | request one week's
leave.

As we are to celebrate my
son's mundan, | request
leave for two days.

In reference to your ad-
vertisement calling for a
'typist and an accountant’,
| would like to submit my
application. | have served
as both a typist and an ac-
countant in the past.

one word can change the whole meaning
of the sentence: Ladies are requested not
to have children in the bar. English is a lan-
guage that has a lot of eccentric qualities.

One more situation we create disas-
trous faux pas is when we translate from
one language to another. For Nepalese
students, "I am going to give an examina-
tion" looks perfectly alright but in English,
students cannot give the examination; they
can only take it. One of the Restaurants in
Kathmandu included mutton head boil in
its menu and my native English speaking
colleague had no idea what it was. When
it was explained, we had a hilarious laugh-
ter. Most Nepalese restaurants list lemon
in the menu and serve lime.

There have been disasters even with
the big companies when they mistranslated
their slogans. Parker Pen's English slogan
"Avoid Embarrassment" was translated into
Spanish only to mean "Avoid Pregnancy" In
China, the translation of the Pepsi slogan
"Come alive with the Pepsi Generation"
came out as "Pepsi brings back your dead
ancestors." In a Nigerian National Theatre,
the doorway sign read: In Entrance and Out
Entrance.

Such faux pas are the quickest way for
any organization to learn about the level
of English when the candidate or the em-
ployee writes to them. The candidate loses
a chance of getting an employment. The
employee may face an undesirable situa-
tion. The same goes with the students who
need to write their assignments and appli-
cations. Such writings are an evidence for
their evaluation. When required to write a
few paragraphs about a person she knew
well, a student in high school included this
sentence, "I met him before he died two or
three times."

Most faux pas are such that you don't
know whether to laugh or cry. The mistakes
have been made, though unintentionally,
and there is no going back. The following
extracts are leave letters and applications
written by people in various places of In-
dia. The writers have tried to express in
their self-styled English which is either not
clear or means far different from intended.
Study them and try to guess what was in-
tended. The corrected versions are given
below. 1

This article is coordinated by NELTA.
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