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1. BRITANICA Personal Tutor
Age Group 4-7: Class 1, 2, 3 (English, Math, IT)
Age Group 7-11: Class 4, 5, 6 (English, Math, Science)
Age Group 11-14: Class 7, 8 (English, Math)
Age Group 14-16: Closs 9, 10 {Physics, Chemestry, Bio, Moth)
Age Group 16-18: Class A-level (Physics, Chemestry, Bio, Math, Stat, Mechanics)
2. S-Chond Class Subject €5
Class 1-10 (English, Math, Science, Physics, Chemestry, Blﬂlngﬁ Accountoncy)
3. Encyclopedia, Dictionery, English learning CDs
4, Children Educotional Software & Video
Pre-school, KG, 15t Grade, 2nd Grade
5. Troining/Learning CDs
Business, Computer, Self Development efc.

‘SBS The E-media Trading
Newroad, Kathmandu, Nepal
353, 9741133246

Tel: 01-4244
E-mail: shsemedia@yeahooicom
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Let's face it — English is a crazy language.

There is no egg in eggplant nor ham in hamburger;

Neither apple nor pine in pineapple.

English muffins weren't invented in England.

We take English for granted, but if we explore its
paradoxes,

We find that quicksand can work slowly, boxing rings
are square,

And a guinea pig is neither from Guinea nor is it a pig!

http://www.eltnews.com/
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O fele] W al-{INal Hannah Haegeland

The Globalization of English

Contextualizing Language Learning in the Nepali Classroom

Ultimately, if our purpose as teachers of English in Nepal is to enable our stu-
dents to fruly use English then we must try to make the language relevant.

English has been considered truly as the global lan-
guage.lt has become the language of international
business, government and academia. Where does the
emphasis on English in Nepali schools specificallystem
from? | have been asking this question to my colleagues
at Adarsha Saula Yubak H.S.S. and College for the past
four months.

Given below are some of the answers:

Much of Nepal’s economy is reliant on the tourism in-
dustry. English is an international language and thus very
helpful and often essential for tourism.

In  promoting international business and develop-
ment work English is an invaluable tool.

Finally, a very high percentage of the modern world’s
literature is available in English—books and texts, lec-
tures and films on countless subjects from mathematics
and the sciences to literature, politics, philosophy and
economics.

So what s it that we are trying to accomplish by teach-
ing English to our students, both in English as a foreign
language classes as well as in every other class except
Nepali in the ever-increasing number of English medium
schools?Are we giving them a tool, with concrete, prac-
tical uses? Is our aim to prepare and equip them for a
variety of work in the future. If so, then | believe that we

CREATIVE CORNER
Have your students create a sort of picture diction-
ary on the walls of your classrooms.

Ask your students to make posters that give Eng-
lish definitions and illustrations of words or phras-
es that are unique to their culture and languages’
vocabulary and language. Each poster could have
a few Romanized words with their definitions and
pictures.

Examples of words that are contextual for the
Nepali classroom and for which English with its in-
herently Western cultural relations does not have
words for include: bodge, jatra, meit/meieenee,
titouda, k gardne?, and niya halkabaar.

%R o fnet® =7 20

must adjust the way in which we teach English.

We need to adopt a new perspective, a new approach
to English language learning. | base this claim upon the
fact that English has ceased to be a Western language in
many senses. Today, majority of English spoken around
the globe is by non-native speakers of English . The result
of this development is that most of the English spoken
and used in spheres like international business is not the
language of Shakespeare or British primers. Non-native
speakers have adapted the language to meet their re-
spective needs, transforming it into a malleable interna-
tional tool for modernization and globalization.

So much of the English teaching resources used in
Nepal come weighted down in cultural packaging that
is utterly irrelevant in a Nepali as well as non-Western
context. Of the 250+ students | work with on a regular
basis, many seem confused and awe struck at times over
the heavy emphasis on English in their curriculum. One
thing that has impressed me most after coming to Nepal
as a teacher this year is the deep, genuine sense of na-
tionalism, particularly among the youth. My students are
proud to be Nepali and adore their heroes, their history,
their rich culture. This sense of nationalism is encour-
aged in the classroom both by individual teachers and
in Nepali and Social Studies curricula. It is not surprising,
therefore, that my students at times express resentment
when they are told “Speak English! No Nepali” or “You
must learn English!” It seems to me that they feel learn-
ing English is in a way a betrayal.

Jean-Paul Nerriere, author of a rather radical book
called Globish suggesting people should stop trying to
learn English and instead use a shortened but useful ver-
sion of English that he calls Globish, argues that, “lan-
guage is the vehicle of a culture."So much of the content
we work with in our English language classes illustrates
the truth of the statement. The complex and often out-
dated words my students are expected to know and the
complicated, generally unnecessary grammar are frus-
trating. Question Tags are a perfect example of a gram-
matical structure that is hammered into our students
from an early age that they neither need to know or use
in order to read or communicate effectively in English.
In many ways, the government English textbooks have



contextualized English with Nepali content, stories about
Nepali characters and places for example. What the text-
books begin, however, needs to be developed and com-
pleted by teachers in the classroom.

As English teachers, it is our duty to make our stu-
dents understand that English is a tool and the study of
it is not intended to force Western culture on them but
enable them to engage with the global community. How
do we do this? Probably the most practical and efficient
way to contextualize English in the Nepali classroom is
through vocabulary. Incorporating new culture-specific
vocabulary from other languages into English is a long-
practiced tradition. There are a great number of “Eng-
lish” words and phrases that have been borrowed or
calqued from other languages. A few examples are: trek,
résumé, hijab, and guru. People have added them to
English as English-speakers interacted with new cultures
in in a different context.

English as a language in Nepal must now again adapt
so as to be relevant for usage by Nepali English speakers.
Here are a few suggestions for how to include contex-
tually relevant vocabulary in your classroom: (Contextu-
ally relevant vocabulary includes both words and phras-
eswhich Nepali speakers of English need):

1. Try not to emphasize the vocabulary included in the

textbooks we use that you never use yourself when

speaking English and does not have direct application

to the use of English in Nepal, or at least in Asia. In-
stead, incorporate words in whatever languages your
students speak. Many of these Nepali-English words
and phrases will be more relevant to Nepal-specific
food, traditions, relationships, modes of transporta-
tion, or popular phrases.

2. Demonstrate th hem how to Romanize these words
so that they can use when writing in English.

3. Work with them to create definitions in English for
these non-English words.

4. Encourage them to use these words in their English
speaking and writing practice.

Ultimately, if our purpose as teachers of English in
Nepal is to enable our students to truly use English then
we must try to make the language relevant. We need to
encourage our students that they should use English for
all they can get out of it as a tool while assuring them
that it is no more than that: a tool. We should do this by
emphasizing the most practical aspects of the language
in the South Asian context and downplaying the inherent
Western culture that inevitably comes with it. 8]

The auther is English Teaching Assistant and
associated with USEF Nepal/Fulbright Commission.
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