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NEWSNOTES 

PM Visited 
NNs VVIP Flights 

Prime Minister Madhav Kumar Nepal 
visited Nepal Army's no 11 Brigade and 
VVlP flight at Gauchar. Chief of Army 
Staff General Chbatraman S ingh Gurung 
briefed Prime M iniste r Nepal about the 
state ofVVIP fl ights. During the v isit, 
defense Min ister Bidya Devi Bhandair 
and finance minister Surendra Pandey 
and other senior army gene rals were 
a lso tbere . CO AS G urun g a lso 
highlighted the role played by Nepal 
Anny's Air Wing at the time of disasters. 
UK Announces $80 .1\1 to Nepal 

for Tackling Climate Change 
The UK government's Department 

fo r International Development (DFTD) 
will be spending up to £50 million ($80 
mill ion) over the next 10 years to help 
tackle climate change and improve the 
lives of poor people in Nepal. 

Poor people are the most vulnerable 
to the impacts of climate change and the 
money, announced less than a month 
before the start or the Copenhagen 
climate change meeting, will be used to 
help provide a practical response on the 
g round. 

UK Prime Minister Gordon Brown has 
sa id: "Countties right across the world 
need to take w-gent and radical action 
to tackle c limate change. The poorest 
and most vulnerable countries need our 
help to do so." 

"That is why we are announc ing a 
£50m ($80m) package of support to work 
with Nepal to tackle c limate change and 
deforestation. And w ith less than one 
month to go before Copenhagen it is 
time for the world to step up and make 
tbe bold decis ions we need to secure a 
g lobal comprehensive a nd binding 

c limate change deal." 
A total of£40 million (S 66 million) of 

the new m oney wil l go towards 
protect ing Nepal's forests by 
s uppo rting a Nat iona l Forestry 
Programme with other donors. Tl1is will 
he lp some ofthe world's poorest people 
to earn a living fro m forests' natural 
resources (such as thatch, [ruits, wood 
and essentia l oi ls) and reduce the forest 
deg'ra dat ion a nd defo res ta ti on that 
contribute over 70 per cent of Nepal's 
green house gas emissions. 

Nepa l's new Nationa l Fo rest 
Programme aims to he lp increase the 
incomes of around 1.2 mi Ilion people by 
50 per cent and will a lso capture CO?, 
potentially attracting millions ofpounl s 
annually through internationa l carbon 
trading. 

A further£! 0 million ($16 million) of 
the UK money will be used to help 
increase Nepal's resilience to the 
impacts of climate change. Measures to 
be taken will inc lude improv ing 
emergency warning systems, protecting 
the vul nerable from floo ds and 
landslides and supporting community 
water sc.hemes to increase their ability 
to cope with drought. 

The money will also go towards 
supporting Nepal to negotiate on and 
access global c.limate funds. 

Indian Assistance 
Under two separate Memoranda of 

Unde rstandi ng ( MoU) s ige nd on 
November 13, between Embassy oflndia 
with concerned DistTicl Development 
Co mm ittees a nd th e beneficiary 
organizations, Indian government will 
provide Rs. 24.7 mill ion. 

Sh ree Durga Higher Secondary 
School, Ali ta!, Dadeldhura will receive 
2.39 crores for construction of a school 

building, a toilet block for girls ' and 
boys, boundary wall and provision of 
furni tme, computers and printers. The 
new infrastructure being created w ith 
the assistance or Government of Ind ia 
w i II prov ide much needed c1assroom 
space to over 850 students who are 
prese ntly attending c lasses jn a 
temporary build ing. 

S imi larly. Aadikabi Bhanubakta 
Mu ltiple Campus, Damauli, Tanahun will 
receive Rs 1.08 crores fo r construction 
of double stor ied library bu ild ing, 
provision of furn iture, C losed Ci rcuit 
camera with computer nel:\.vork, books 
and office equipment. Cur rent I y 
t hese schools are functioning in old 
b uildi ngs and urgently need 
upgradarion of infrastructure . New 
!b uil d in gs being created with the 
assistance of Goven unent oflnd ia will 
he lp in crea ting the requisite 
i nfrastructure for these schools and 
enable them to upgrade their capacity 
in keep in g w ith th e ir educational 
standards and inc reasing number of 
students. These schools are among the 
important sources of education in their 
a reas a nd a ltogethe r serve the 
educationa l needs of over 2200 students. 
N epalese Students Growing in 
Number in U.S. Universities 

The number of Ne pali students 
enrolled in U.S . institutions of higher 
education increased from 8,936 to 11.,58 1 
in 2008/09, a 29.6% increase over the 
2007/08 academic year, according to 
Open Doors 2009, the allnua l report on 
internationa l academ ic mobility 
published by the l.n st itute of 
i nternationa l Educat ion ( II E) w it h 
support from the Bureau of Educational 
and Cultura l Affairs ofthe U nited States 
Department of State. Nepa l ranks 1 l 'h 
among the lead ing countries or orig in 
of international students, as it did the 
last year. 

Acco rding to U.S. Em bassy 
Kathmandu's Co unselor fo r Publ ic. 
Affairs Terry J. White, "America 's 
near ly 3,000 accred ited schoo ls of 
higher education continue to attract 
new students in what is becoming a 
highly competitive international 'market' 
awund the world. The U.S. remains the 
preferred destination for students from 
Nepal who want to study a broad 
because of the quality and prestige 
associated with an American degree. 
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Far West College Wins British 
Council's Enterprise Challenge 

British Council celebrated Enterprise 
Cha ll enge during the Glo bal 
Entreprenemship Week (GEW) from 16-
20 )Jo\ember 2009. The Enterprise 
Cha ll enge is a one-day national 
competition for schools, colleges and 
training deliverers involved in 
vocational education or training. 

Five best teams representing 
vocational and technical colleges from 
Eastern. Central, Western and Far­
Western regions came to Kathmandu on 
15 November and panicipated in the llnal 
nationa l competi tion after taking 2 days' 
training on 16 and 17 November. 

The Challenge is desi gned for 
students aged 16-21 studying in TEVT 
institutions and aims to encourage their 
enterprise capability. communication 
and planning skills. Through their ideas 
for find ing solutions to a set challenge, 
students are encouraged to be creative 
and think outside the box as well as 
develop their sJ..ills of team work, 
prob lem solving, co mmuni catio n, 
financial literacy and leadership. 

The team worked for the whole day, 
brainstorming, researching, and 
finalising an enterprising idea and 
submitted its proposal. On 19 November 
all teams presented their ideas to judges. 

On the selection process, one of the 
judges, Lynne Heslop, Regional 
Edut:ation Strategic Advisor, British 
Council, said, "They were all amazing. 
Each team came up with very creative 
ideas and presented them professionally 
with a strong belief in themselves and 
their ability to contribute to their 
communities. It was a very exciting, lJail­
biting linal." 
KOICAProgram 

The Korea International 

Cooperat ion Agency (KOICA) 
organized a day long conference on 
KOICA Volunteers Program for the 
Representatives of recipient 
organizations on November 13. 

Its prime objective is to review and 
evaluate KOI CA's volunteer program 
and share the best practice and leaming 
of the representative or the recipient 
organization. It is expected that the 
meeting will give a platform to discuss 
ways to promote a better policy and 
effective implementation of Volunteer 
program in the future. The program is 
also designed to give a glance at the 
overall KOlC A's program and volunteer 
activities. 

Since 1990 KOVs arc deployed in 
various govern menta I organizations 
from within and outside the Kathmandu 
va lley according to the demands from 
Nepalese government. These KOICA 
volunteers are from various 
backgrounds like Educa tion, Urban 
development, Ch il dren education, IT, 
Health and etc. Ti ll date total216 KOVs 
have been dispatched in Nepal. At 
present there are 42 volunteers working 
in 25 different governmental sectors. 

A total of 45 participants attended 
this Conference from related Ministries 
and Organi.::ations. South Korean 
Ambassador 1 long Sungmog stated that 
he is trying his best to put Nepal in 
Korea's core list for development 
cooperation, however for this Nepalese 
side also shou ld work closely with 
KOlCA and Korean volunteers. 

Scott II. DeLisi Named US 
Envoy For Nepal 

US President Barack Obama has 
named Scott H. DeLisi, a career member 
or the Senior Foreign Service, as the 
American Ambassador to Nepal. 

DeLisi has served in US Foreign 
Service for 28 years. He has been the 
Ambassador to the State or Eritrea, a 
Deputy Chief of Miss ion oft he American 
Hmbassy in Gaborone, Botswana, 
Director of Southern African Affairs, 
Vice-Counsel for the Embassy oflndia, 
the ChiefofPolitical Section in Sri Lanka, 
in addition to other postings 1n 
Madagascar and Pakistan. 

NEWSNOTES 

Curren tly, DeLisi is the Director of 
Career Development and Assignments 
in the State Department's Bureau of 
Human Resources where he has played 
a key role in the starting of embassies. 
This has included missions in 
Afghanistan. Iraq and Pakistan. 

Previously, as the Director for Entry 
Level Programs, DeLisi was responsible 
for the training, placement and career 
development of 600 new entrants and 
2500 existing foreign Service Officers. 
DeLisi has also served as. 

A native ofM innesota. DeLiSi holds 
both a B.A. and J.D. from the University 
of Minnesota. 
Yeti Begins Flight To Dhangadhi 

Aller adding a new aircraft in iLc; fleet, 
Yeti Airlines begins its new flight to 
Dhangadh i. Along with adding new 
flight to Dhangadhi, it also increases 
flight frequencies to other destinations 
like in Janakpur. The airline is also adding 
destinations. 
Businessman Rajbhandari 
In London Business 

Published from London. the news 
paper London Business Matter has 
Published profile of Nepa l's eminent 
business personality Dibya Mani 
Rajbhanadri.talkcd about cpa I 's 
potential areas for investment and his 
own exper iences working as a 
businessman. ln his encounter. 
Rajbhanari argued that epa! is still 
favourable place for investment.• 
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Prachanda (Centre), Narayan Kaji (Left) and Dr. Baburam (Right): Eying Baluwatar 

MAOIST LEADERSHIJ;> 

Top Tussle 
As it eyes the top executive government job again , the largest party in 
the constituent assembly sees a race to become the boss 

T 
By SUSHILSHARMA 
with SAROJ DAHAL 

he budget has been cleared 
from the parliament. But the 
polit ical cloud has not 
cleared yet. 

The passage of the 
budget has given a much­

needed oxygen to the fragi le coali tion 
government. But the main opposition 
Maoists is hell bent on rep lacing the 22-
paJ1y dispensation. 

ft is pinning hope on the much talked­
about " middle way" to realize its dream. 
And on the factions w ithin the key 
governing parties - the Nepali Congress 
and the UML. 

It is no secret that Nepali Congress 
president G irija Prasad Koirala and the 
UML chairman .Thalnath KhanaJ both 
want to have truck with the Maoists for 
"a national gover nment of consensus" . 

Even Ind ia, who is said to be 
throwing its weight behind the current 
government, is not averse to the idea, 
provided it ' 'tamed" the "unpredictable" 
Mao ists. 

But the million dollar question is: 
who will lead the new coali tion if and 
when it is put in place. 

Being the largest party, the Maoists 
are a natural claimant. 

Although the ir c laim is less likely to 
be fu lfilled, a tussle is on within the party 
for the top job. 

Having already assumed the mantle, 
w ithout much success, chai rman 
Prachanda is out of reckoning, 
according to some senior leaders. 

Vice chainnan Baburam Bhattarai is 
one of such bel ievers. 

He has set eye on the S ingh Durbar's 

mosL coveted chair. 
"The chairman has, in internal pat1y 

trainings, ruled himself out becoming the 
prime minister again. So, 1 am the natural 
alternative.'' 

Seen by his critics as Delhi's blued­
eyed boy. the Jawaharl al Nehru 
University a lumnus is not foreign to the 
external role in making and breaking !he 
government in Katbmandu. 

I le acts accordingly. And is confident 
of making it. 

Another vice chairman Narayan Kaji 
Shrestha has also been nursing the 
ambition. 

Shrestha, who dubiously played a 
crucia l role as a non-Maoist leader, in 
the 12-point Delh i agreement, sees 
himself as a dark horse. 

But a neo-Maoist, Shrestha has too 
many hurdles to cross within the former 
rebels' party. 

His maneuvering for the top 
execut ive job, according to many 
insiders, is un li kely to yield the results. 

They see in Shrestha a disguised 
counter to Bhattarai - posed by none 
other than Prachanda who hopes to 
emerge the real beneficiary in the tussle 
between the former. 

A fourth contender is Ram Bahadur 
Thapa. The former defence minister is 
favouri te among those wlto do not like 
fotmer finance minister Bhattarai and the 
new entrant, Shrestha. 

A low-profile Thapa is however only 
a card that can at best make or the break 
the case of the others, rather than 
standing on its own to take a sigh at the 
ptime minister's chair. 

The eventual winner of tussle for the 
top inside the Maoist party could be 
someone from outside the pat1y. 

Instead of letting a fe llow leader to 
overtake themselves, the failed 
contenders will be content to let the 
other parties to head the much talked­
about "national conse nsus 
government" - something the UN 
secretary general also mentioned in a 
recent controversial statement 

With inLernalional community, 
especially India, averse to the Maoists 
heading the new government again 
ahead of the new constitution, due in 
six months, the tussle for the top is 
bound to be suicidal for the ex-rebels.• 
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London Airport : Tight Immigration File Photo 

IMMIGRATION 

Hot Potato 
With oeneral elections on~y a .few month~ away, ltl(~ior political parties b • • • • in the UK !tpar over the mumgratum 1ssue 

By BHAGIRATH YOGI in London 

W ith general elections round people love Nepali restaurants and we the corner, it was but natural arc doing ou r best to promote Nepal for the issue of immigration through food, music and other to return to the cen tre or promotional events," said Dhruba KC, political debate in the UK. honorary Public Relations Officer of the Sens ing the public mood, British Prime Nepal Tow-ism Board, who also runs a Minister Gordon Brown announced in restaurant in Wembley, London . "lt is early November that he will tighten the not clear as yet how the new immigration UK immigration rules by reducing the rules will afTcct the restaurant sector. but number of professions that can recruit we are worried." he added. from outside Europe. Engineers, chefs Another area that is likely to be and care workers could be among those affected is overseas students. Speaking affected. in West London in early November, 1 f the proposal is implemented. one Prime IVIinister Brown announced that of the sectors that is li kely to be his government wil l review the granting adversely afTecled is South Asian of student visas. "Visas would be restaurant bus inesses in the UK, stoppedforlhoseseekingtotakeshorter popularly known as curry restaurants. courses leading to lower-level The first curry restaUJant was opened qualifications. to clamp down on people in UK in 1809. After 200 years, it is using these as an excuse to enter the estimated that there arc around 10,000 UK before disappearing into illega l South Asian (mainly Bangladeshi and work," he added. Indian) restaurants and takeaways all The British Prime Minister's over the UK employing around 100,000 announcement came amid reports that people. The turnover of these the number of students coming to the restaurants is estimated to be around 4.5 United Kingdom fi·om India, Bangladesh bill ion pound every year. and Nepal has risen sharply since the While the number of Nepali startofpoint-based immigration system restaurantsintheUKismuchsmaller- introduced last year. Information only a couple or hundreds-- they arc obtained by the BBC under the fi·eedom seen as an important venue to promote of information act revealed that three Nepal and Nepa li cultme. "British timesmorevisaswereissues inMumbai, 

NATIONAL 

New Delhi and Dakar this summer than 
during the same period last year. Visas 
issued bet ween .I unc and August this 
year rose from just under 7.000 to around 
20,000. 
Woes of the students 

Thousands or Nepali students and 
their dependants have anived in UK to 
pursue higher studies from September/ 
October season. But unlike what they 
were promised back home. they have 
come to realise that prospects oflind ing 
a part-time job in London was almost 
nil. "All of you know how many Nepal i 
parents can afford to send money to 
their children who are studying in a 
country like UK or LSA e\cry month?" 
asked Dharma Raj Adhikari, a Nepali 
student at an interaction program 
organ ised by the Non-res ident Nepali 
Association (NRNA) UK chapter at 
Woo lwich London. on November 22. 
"Study alone is not our priority. We 
must lind a job to maintain ourselves," 
he declared. 

But overseas students including 
Nepalese students have now realised 
that finding a job in London and 
SLIJTounding areas has become next to 
impossible. As the British economy is 
still reeling under economic recession, 
some two million Britons are estimated 
to have lost their jobs over the last year. 
The unemployment rate is hovering at 
around 7.8 percent- the highest since 
1997 when the Labour government was 
elected to the oflice. 

The downturn in the British 
eco nomy has made the debate over 
itnmigration more sens iti ve. 
" Immigration is the most contentious of 
all the cha llenges confronting today's 
high-income countries.'' wrote Martin 
Wolf, a col umni st. in the Financial 
Times- a leading British daily. "The 
topic is too important to be ignored." 

According to an lpsos Mori poll 
co nducted in .June this year. British 
people interviewed for the survey 
regarded immigration and race relations 
as the second most important issue 
facino the country today, after crime. 
This"' despite the fact that ethnic 
minorities com prise on I y around I 0 
percent oft he total population in the UK. 

Studies, howeve r. suggest that 
migrants are more skilled and often more 
reliable and hardworking than British 
workers. Accord ing to a 2007 study 
conducted jointly by the British 
Treasury, Home Office and Department 
of Work and Pensions, migrant workers 
contribute around 6 bill ion pounds a 

NEW SPOTLIGHT NEWSMA0'AZINEI Nov. 27, 20091 5 



NATIONAL 

year to the British economy. "The 
migrants on average earn more and so 
pay more tax than UK workers," the 
study concluded. 

Right-wing think tanks like Migration 
Watch UK don't agree to such lindings. 
In a recent report. the organisation 
claimed that economic benefit from the 
immigration intlow was very limited. 
" Immigration adds to th e ceo nom ic 
g row th , but it also ad ds nearly 
proportionately to our population so 
that the benefit to the host community 
is small. Hence. a major step must be 
taken to limit the scale and pace of 
further immign1tion:· the report 
concluded. 

The main opposition Conservative 
Pa1ty-that is ahead of the ruling Labour 
party in the opi nion polls as a li kely 
winner in the forthcom ing general 
elections due in May 2010-also toes 
this line. "Our approach will ensure that 
we admit both the right people for our 
economy and also the right num ber of 
peop le. A conservative government 
would also apply transitiona l contro ls 
as a matter of course in the future for al l 
non EU entrants," the party said. 

The third largest pa1ty in the House 
of Commons, Liberal Democrats, says it 
wants an immigration system that works. 
''A system that is firm but fa ir, which 
plans for the effects of managed legal 
migration and promotes integration. We 
believe in the benefits that immigration 
has brought this country but we do not 
believe our borders should be a soft 
touch." the party said. 

Right-wing parties like the British 
National Party (RNP) see, however. 
immigration as a threat to what they call 
the "very British identi ty." 

"On current demographic trends, we, 
the native British people, will be an 
ethnic minority in our own country 
within sixty years," reads a policy paper 
of the BNP. "We will abo li sh the 
' positive discrimination' schemes that 
have made whi te Briton second-class 
citizens. We'' ill also clamp down on the 
flood of 'asylum seekers,' all of whom 
are either bogus or can find refuge much 
nearer their home countries," the party 
said. 

Wbile parties like the BNP arc sti ll 
on the f ringe or the British pol itical 
spectrum, it seems that the issue they 
are championing - that there should be 
total clampdown on immigration- has 
started to add pressure on the 
mainstream political parties in the UK. 
And, the high-pitched debate is all set 
to continue. 

Prachanda (left) an Koirala (Right): The deal 

POLITICS 

The Singapore Deal 
Sharing the .<ieat ofpower remains the centre of"a tripartite deal" in Singapore. 

By SAROJ DAHAL 

M aoist chief Prachanda has 
tlip-nopped over his meeting 
wi th the Nepa li Congress 
boss Girija Prasad Koirala, in 
Singapore. 

On return rrom the hastily-planned 
two-day journey to Singapore, he 
predicted an early fall of the current 
"unnatural" coalition government and 
the installation of a new one soon. 

Afte r a second ro und of meeting 
with the ail ing Ko irala on the latter's 
return fro m the Singapore hosp ita l. 
Prac handa, contrad icted his earlier 
remarks and blamed the media for 
.. distortion··. 

Koirala also assured an anxious 
p1ime min ister Madhav Kumar Nepal as 
much. 

But, sou rces S<~ i d . Ko irala and 
Prachanda have agreed on a package 
under which a new coalition comprising 
of the Maoists ''ould replace the 
preselll go\ ernment. 

A high level political machinery led 
by Koirala will gu ide the government. 

T he idea is that once such 
machinery is set up , the present 
govern ment will fa ll under the 
machinery's weight. clearing the way for 
a new coalition. 

·'There has been a tripartite deal 
between Koirala, Prachanda and 
representatives of the lndiun 
establ ishment,'' said a Mao ist source. 

Who \\ill lead the ne" government 
is not clear yet. Gut the Maoists arc 
confident they will regai n the coveted 
chair they left less than a year ago. And 
eyeing the return lo Baluwatar is none 
other than Prachanda himself. 

India is opposed to the idea of the 
Maoists leading the new government. 
But the Ylaoists believe they ha\ e the 
combined support of the EU , the UN 
and Chi na, wh ich they believe will be 
enough to persuade lndia to reconsider 
its position. 

Said a politbu ro member Li lamani 
Pokbarcl, "since India is not happy "ith 
the present government. there is a 
strong hope that it can be persuaded to 
accept a Maoist-led government." 

This sounds too optimistic. But the 
fal l or the gove rnm ent and the 
installation or a new one is not. 

A senior Nepali Congress leader has 
hinted as much. Said central committee 
member l)hekhar Koirala, "a nc" 
consensus gtnernment is inc' itable 
soon, possibly under the leadership 
someone other than the Maoist." 

Shekhar was privy to the meeting 
between his uncle leader and Prachanda 
in Singapore. 

The ne'' gO\ emment cou ld see the 
light of the da> ahead of the nation-\\ide 
general stnkc planned by the Maoists 
ne:~ot month. 

This at least is what the dealers arc 
hoping. • 
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const itue ncies, is no different. ll is 
obviously not surpris ing that Nepal is 
blamed tor the present crisis. 

UML Leader Khanal and NC Leader Poudel: Helpless 

L:.vcryone thinks that their political 
leaders have the medicine to treat 
instabi lity. But the real ity is much more 
powerful than the \\ ishes of the people. 
As a country \\ ith lack of modern 
political institutions and peculiar geo­
strategic pos it ion , surrounded by two 
powerfu l countries w i th disp uted 
borders. ' epal needs more than the 
··capability of leaders'· to bring the 
stability. Unless its giant neighbors allow. 
even the most capable Nepalese leaders 
can do little to maneuver much on their 
own. This is the reason most leaders 
h a vc suffered a setback one after 
another while the co untry is being 
pushed in the quagm ire of a never 
ending transition. Look at India, a 
housewife-turned-politician has been 

POLffiCALLEADERS able to provide s tability in the 
government. 

Too Much of a Blame "Only wise political leaders can lead 
the next transition smoothly. Otherwise. 
the country has to suffer a lot,'' said 
advocate Puma Man Shakya. "We have 
already s uffered a lot because of 
incapable leade rs," said associate 
professor Ganesh Bhatta. 

It is not the incapability or the capability of the le(u/ership that determines the 
degree of political stability that Nepal can achieve. ft is the country:., geo­
strategic loct~tion that makes all the difference. 

By KESHABPOUDEL 

P 
o li tici a n bash ing is an 
intellectual ritual practiced by 
many sectors of the society. 
including the media people. 
lrrespective of their own state 
of m ind, inte llectuals and 
journalists find an easy target 

in the political leaders to blame for the 
mess in the country. 

One only needs to read Nepal's 
his tory or the last s ixty years to realize, 
however, that instability and chaos ha\'c 
characterized a 11 periods and 
lcaderships. 

Bu t then, the present mess is what 
matters the most. 

"It is unfortunate that our political 
leaders have never learned to manage 
the transition. They are mostl y 
responsible for pushing the country into 
a p rolonged course of po lit ical 
instability,'· said professor Dr. Lok Raj 
Baral. "After studying their pol itical 
behavior, I have drawn a conclusion that 
the democratic system has no future in 
Nepal." 

.. Because of non-seriousness 
among political leaders, we are unable 
to bring the constitutiona l process back 
on the right track,'' said Constitution 
Committee chairman ilambcr Acharya, 
who '"as also im olved in finalizing the 
constitution of l 990. 

lf one compares Nepal's political 
leaders w ith Indian leaders, they arc 

"If po lit ica l leaders seriously work, better in te rms of capac ity and 
peace and o rder will be possible," education. The paradox is that Nepal's 
renowned constitutional lawyer Dr. go\'emment is unstable all the time even 
Surya Dhungel said. if it enjoyed the majority. But a coalition 

At a program organized by SAARC government led by Bihar's former chief 
Law Nepal a nd Consortiu m o f minister's wife has provided a s table 
Constirutional Experts (CONCOE) on the government. 
role of the New Constitution in Accord ing to a pol itical analyst, 
Managing Transition Cha llenges and because of Nepal's geopolitical sit11atiou 
Aspiration s, speake r a rtcr speake r bring any kind or constitution; it is not 
blamed "incapable" polit ical leaders tor going to las t long. Despite continuous 
the present chaos and uncertainty. instability, Nepal will not face 

Here is another take. Even the most Afghanistan like Turmoil. Instability 
capable leaders of their times like Matrika may continue but it will not go to aJJ 
Prasad Koira la, who competently dealt extreme violent phase as epal is 
with Indian leaders like Jawaharlal Nehru, liquidated between most sensitive parts 
and charismatic leader B.P. Koirala of its two neighbors. 
ended their career in trying to bring order As emi nent constitutional lawyer 
and stabil ity in the country. Ganesh Raj Sharmn writes in his a1iicle 

The umpteenth time Prime Minister Monarchy and the Democratic 
Girija Prasad Koirala. who served the Development in Contemporary repal 
longest period in office of all democratic published in 1988: "The country and its 
Prime Ministers despite being regarded problems have to be v iewed in correct 
as far too inexperienced than his two perspectives in which outsiders often 
brothers, repeatedly fa il ed to br ing fail. Nepal is in a very precarious position 
stability and order. The firebrand Maoist geographically as \\ell as politically. On 
supremo Prachanda, who led the both s ides of the country, there are 
rebellion and became the Prime Minister, irreco ncil able political systems. 
ex ited from office amidst the mess. Coexisting between the two powerful 

Known fo r hi s soft spoken and political systems. it becomes \ery 
compromising posture, the fate of difficult to resist their pressure ... A 
present Prime Minister Madhav Kumar situation in which even god migh t 
Nepal, w ho was defeated in two fai l ... " • 
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CHI I JD RIGHTS 

at's Wrong? 
Over the last two decades, Nepal has made a lot of progress in 
terms of child rights. While the country's constitution holds out 
prospects to be a child-friendly one and many children are already 
benefiting from improved access to health and education, an t; 

overwhelming number of rural children in Nepal are still suffering 
from all forms discriminations and child labor. Worse still, the 
number of malnourished children has increased. The coming days 
need more concerted actions to improve the children's lot 

ByKESIIABPOUDEL 

M
aila Tamang, 14, is 
working at a 
Gosaikunda Hotel in 
Dlwnche, the diHrict 
headquarters of Rasuwa, 
I 00 kilometers north of' 
the capital. The ho:~· 

wams to go to school, yet he has no 
choice but to work. 

Tamang earns a monthly salary of 
Rs. 1.500.00. with three meals a day. II is 
earning supports his family back home 
at Varse Village Development Committee. 
The fami ly buys foodsntff from the 
money. 

" I want to go to school but who wi ll 
feed me and my fami ly," said Tamang, 
who dropped out at class six. "If I go to 
school. the hoteliers will recruit another 
boy in 111) place:· 

Tamang is not the only child who 
has to feed his fam ily. There are tens of 
thousands of other children who arc 
compelled to sacrifice education for a 
paltry sum of regular income. 

Nepal has made a lot of progress in 
the chjJd rights sector, including child 
health. in the last two decades. From 
child mortality to immunization 

coverage. th ere are good progress 
reports com ing out. But a recen t !>urvcy 
released by UNICEF-South Asia reveals 
a grimmer reality. 
South Asian Situation 

Most of the world's chronically 
undernourished under fives - 83 million 
children- are in South Asia, according 
to a new UN ICEF report: ' Improvi ng 
Child and Maternal Nutrition.' 

Global child under nutrition is 
concentrated to just 24 countries and 
the top five "hieh carry the bulk of the 
burden arc South Asian countries 
Afghan istan. Banglades h, Pak istan, 
India and Nepal, a UNJCEF press release 
said. 

"Under nutrition steals a child's 
strength and makes illnesses that the 
body might otherwise fight on· far more 
dangerous," said Ann M. Veneman, a 
UNICEF Executive. 

Some 24 countries bear 80 percent 
of the global burden of under nutrition 
amongst under fives. South Asian 
countries '' ith under nutrition rates of 
more than 40°/o of their under five 
population arc: Afghanistan 59% or 2.9m 
under f ives moderately or severely 

stunted, Ncral 49% or 1.75m. India 
48% or 61 m, Bangladesh 43% or 7 .2m 
and Pakistan 42% or 9.9m. South Asia 
makes up nearly 83 million in total. The 
rest of the'' oriel: 72 million. 

The report makes a compel I ing case 
for the rapid scale-up of successful 
nutrition programs and interventions. 
!-l uge strides have been made in • 
delivering cost-effective solutions such 
as micronutrients to vulnerable 
populations \\'Orld\\'ide. What is needed 
is equal attention to proper care and 
feed ing of children between six months 
and two years. Near universal sa lt 
iodization and VitaminAcoveragc. inlant 
and child mortality have meant child 
mortality has significantly decreased. 

The report states. ' 'Acting today'' ill 
prevent problems from escalating 
tomorrow. This is not just about food. It 
is about giving the right kinds of food 
and care at the right age - promoting 
immediate and exclusive breastrced ing. 
complementary, age-appropriate food to 
children from six months to tv .. ·o years of 
age and targeting teenage girls b\!forc 
they're pregnant." 

"Although child under nutrition is a 
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major obstacle to development in the 
region. it is not insurmountable - we do 
know what works and we have seen 
other emerging economics in South East 
Asia and Brazil. pull their youngest 
citizens out of this chronic and 
dangerous cycle,'· sa id UNICEF's Daniel 
Toole. "What is required no'' is strong 
leadership at the highest level. WithOta 
strategic ill\ cstments in nutrition. 
economic growth alone cannot and will 
not make a lasting difference. This is an 
urgent health priority - 83 million 
children across South A:-ia arc waiting." 
Nepal's Case 

Nepal has made major progress in 
the areas like infant mortality. 1epal is 

I 
ranked 62 in under live mortality rates 
and "'epal's rank was 142 in 1990. With I the total population of over 28 million. 
annual number of child death under 5 is 
44 per thousand. 

According to U TCEF-Ncpal. 
primary school enrolment rose to 84 
percent between 2000-2007.0nccan see 
a lot of progress in immunization and 
coverage of vitamin A capsules which is 
almost one hundred percent. . 

The coverage of immunization has 
also gone up. Similarly, the CO\ erage of 
drinking water bas increased drastically. 
The improved sanitation facilities have 
increased. But, they alone arc not 
enough to make change. 

Youth (15-24 years) li teracy rate. 
2000-2007, for males has gone up to 85 
percent. The school enro lment has made 
a major progress in primary and 
secondary levels. Despite the high drop 
out rate, the situation is gradually 
improving. Child marria!!e and child 
labor bave also decli ned. According to the statistics ofU !CEF. over the past Ms. Gillian Mellsop. UNICEF's U TCEF representative Gillian four decades, UNICEF has contributed Representative in Nepal. "With the Mel lso p indi cated that the new towards many of the development opportunity afforded by the Constitution could become the most strides the country has taken, fi·om the development of the new Constitution. child-friend ly in the world if it respects pro\ ision of basic sen ices and Nepal has the potential to give children the commitments made by Nepal in immunization in the 60s and 70s; early and young people a chance to build a ratifying the CRC. "But the Constitution childhood rights, education and democratic. peaceful and prosperous is only valuable if its good intentions cou ntry." d 
pro tection in the 80s; empowering are converte into real action for all communities. more so women, to be more On the Right Issue Nepali children," she added. se lf suffic ient in the 90s: and an ln thcchildrightsfront.achievcment Roleoflnternationai Communities emphasis on protection during the ofNepal is tremendous. From making the Nepal's donor communities have contlictperiodinthe2000s.Thecurrenl new constitut ion child friendly to playedaveryimportantrolcinchanging three-year program is focused on the making new laws, there is adequate lega l the status of chi ldren. lNGOs like Save poorest and most excluded. safeguard to children. Although child the Children haYe played a leading role Although there have been labor continues. the worst fonn of chi ld in advocacy. UNICEF too has made significant improvements in living labor is under control. "We can see a lot important contributions in the areas. conditions for children in Nepal overthe of progress in child 1ights but we are yet Nepalese NGOs have received good past 40 years. challenges still remain. to improve the child malnutrition," said support from intemarional agencies to "Nepali children still face poverty and Gauri Pradhao. member of National improve the l iving conditio~ns of the discrimination, lack protection and are Human Rights Commission and a child children. sti ll vulnerable to malnutrition." said rights activist. Thanks to the growing involvement 
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of institutions and their impro\ ed 

capabiliti es, the life of children has 

changed drast ically. 
The Ministry of Women, Children 

and Social Welfare has shu\\ n its 

concern as we ll. "We have a lot 

challenges but we have to make progress 

in the children's sector," said Sarbadev 

Prasad Ojha, Minister for Women. 

Ch ildren and Social Welfare . ·'The 

government is considering bringing a 

long term strateg} to cope "ith the 

situation ." 
Although Nepa l has celebrated two 

decades of child rights, Nepal's 

challenges are enormous. As long as the 

country remains unable to address the 

problems of c hil dren like Tamang, 

Nepal's achievements will not be much. 

Child Related Data 
In 1999, theinfam mo1iality rate was 

99 per thousand. Now it is 43. In that 

year. the child mortality rate was 142 per 

thousand. Now it is 55. Maternal 

mortality rate was 850 per 100.000. Now 
it is 280. 

In 2000. the BCG coverage was 86. It 
was 89 in 2007 . Similarly OPT coverage 

was 76 percent and 82 percent between 

2000 and 2007. Likewise vaccine 

coverage for measles was at 73 while the 

fi gure for polio was 70. The coverage 

increased in 2007 reaching 82 and 8 1 
percent for measles and polio 

respectively. 
In 1990,50 percent children suffered 

from malnutrition and the figure was 49 
percent in 2006. 

Vitamin A capsule coverage is 100 
percent now. 
Labor Force 

,According to labor force survey of 

1999. some 41 percent of workforce was 

aged between 5 and 14. The report of 

2008 showed that the fig ure reduced to 

33.9 percent. [n 1990. the enrolment or 

children at the primary level was ~6 

percent, with the figure fo r girls being 

3 1 percent. In 2008, the enrolment was 

at 91.9 percent (the figure being 90.4 

percent for gi rl child). 
Released by chairman of Nationa l 

(S'2)J51 ~r&tCb cffl.:rdldCfll 

crq{01dCA cffl.:rdld ~- 0000/- CRT3f 

HLLman Rights Commission Kedar Nath 

Upadhyaya and Published by CWIN, 

the book titled Two decades of UN Chi lei 
Rights Con,ention: Challenges and 

Achievements in the Context of Nepal 
highlighted overall situation of children. 

According to writer Tarak Dhital of 
CWII\-Nepal for his book Two Decades 
of UN Child Rights Co11venlion: 
Challenges and Achievements in the 
Context of Nepal. children completing 

primary school rose from 22 percent to 

73.4 percent in a decade by 2008. In 200 I 
pre-primary enrolment of ch ildren was 

13 percent but it \\'as 63.2 percent in 

2008.• 
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CWIN : Dedicated to child rights 

CWIN 

Two Decades For Children 
As the world is celebrating two decades of UN Convention on the Rights 
of Child, CRC, a local organization devoted to children, CWIN, marks 
its 22nd anniversaty to coincide with this 

By A CORRESSPO~DENT 

F ew imagined 22 years ago that and 22nd anniversary of the 
an organization es tablished by organiza t ion," sa id Madhav Pradhan . 
a g roup of Tr ibhu\ an president of CW I . "We ha\c seen 
University students will grow many ups and downs but we are able to 
into such a noted nam e in recognize the rights of the child." 

protecting chi ldren and raising CW I 1 was established by a group 
awareness on their rights. Bu t C hild of s tude nt ac tivists o f Tri b huvan 
Workers in Nepa l Concern ed Center University to protect children living and 
(CW IN-Nepal) proved that dedication working in conditions of risk and to 
and commitment can make everything recognize children as an integral part o f 
poss ib le. an adul t dominated society. In its first 

Under the leadership of Gauri year, 
Pradhan, CW IN-Nepa l has seen many CWIN initialed activities to support 
transformati ons in the areas of chi ld children; it carried out several small 
rights. research and survey activit ies on 

At the presence of chief guest and va rious as pects of c hild labor in 
chairman of National Hum an Rights Katlunandu Valley. With the cooperation 
Commission and member ofConm1ission of Redd Barna-South Asia, CWIN 
and child rights activist Gauri Pradhan, comp leted a fie ld study in Ca lcutta 
CWIN organized a program to mark its looking at young women and children 
22nd Anniversary coinciding with Two who were initially trafficked into India 
Decades of UN Conventio ns on the from Nepal. 
Rights of Child -CRC. In order to exchange thoughts. foster 

In a packed City ll a ll w ith co mmuni cation a nd strengthe n and 
participation of children. rights activists empowe r the c hild rights movement. 
and political leaders. a three-hour long CWIN, a pioneer Child Rights 
program hig hlighted the contribu t ions Organiza tion working in the rights based 
made by CW IN in protection of ch il d approach in cpa l. organizes various 
rights. programs including the First South 

COVER STORY 

discuss salient issues li ke c hild 
servi tude, soc io-economic slavery, the 
rights of the child. ,·iolations of 
children's human ri ghts and oth e r 
urgent child-related issues at a regional 
level. The \\Orkshop \HIS concluded with 
the formation of the South Asian Forum 
on the Rights of the Chi ld. the first 
net,,orking group in South Asia of its 
k ind. 

It focuses its acti' ities on the issues 
of child rights, girls' rights, child labor, 
t rafficking, bonded labor. street ch ildren. 
child abuse and children in armed 
con ll ict. 

C'W IN wo rks for the advoca~.:y. 
protection and promotion of the rights 
of the chi ld through lobbying. 
campaign ing and social concientisation. 
It also directl) works with children at 
risk for th eir rescue, s up port. 
socia lization. education. empowerment 
and social reintegration. 

C WIN is a voice for c hildren. It 
believes that working for children is just 
not a charitable action but one which 
can bring about socia l change. Tn order 
to translate the CWIN conception of 
working .. for children, with children .. into 
action, priority is given to promoting 
and ensuring children's right to 
partic ipation . 

"Of cou rse, we have seen a lot of 
changes in the child rights sector and 
we arc able to eradicate so me worst 
!onns of child labor. We still need to do 
a lot of work," said Tarak Dhital, general 
secretary of the CW IN. "T s till see a lot 
of children without access to schoo ls 
and adequate food," said Dhital. 

1\t the function participated in by 
representatives of all major political 
parties, child righ ts activis ts, rights 
act iv ists, chi ldren and others, founder 
president and member of National 
Human Rig hts Co mmi ssion Gauri 
Pradhan expressed his satisfaction over 
the progress made in the child rights 
sector. 

" It is the dedication and leadership 
quality which is necessary for any 
organization. CWlN has s hown this 
leadership in the areas of chi ld rights," 
said Kedarnath Upadhyaya and 
chairman of the National Human Rights 
Commission. 

!'rom running CWfN's Peace I lome 
to taki ng care of children affected by 
conflict and protection of rights of child 
labor, CWIN has made a ll kinds of " It is a matter of pride for all us to As ian Seminar-Workshop on Working contr ibutions in th e last twenty two cel ebra te the Two Decades of UN Children. years of its sen·ice. • Convention on the Rights ofChild-CRC This provided an opportunity to 
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''We have met 70 percent of Targets'' 

The 
weakest 

part is the 
failure to 

0 zmprove 
upon 
child 

malnutri-
tion. We 
are un­
able to 
make a 

0 

maJor 
progress 
on child 

Ina/nutri­
tion. 

-GA URI PRADHAN 

When member of Nationa l Human Righ ts years' planning for the chi ldren. Now the Millennium 
Conunission GAUR I PRADHAN, a well known chi ld Development Goals ( M DGs) too have linked child 
rights activist, started Child Workers in Nepal development in the mainstreaming program. MDGs 
Concerned Centre (CWfN-Nepal) in 1987. nobody have incorporated \ arious children related issues. 
talked about the child rights as an issue meriting What is the status of children now? 
much attention. The situation has drasticall)' The reach of children in education has made a 
changed over the last two decades since then. The jump all O\ er the" orld, including in Nepal. One can 
Interim Constitution today recognizes child rights see a lot of progress in such terms as to reduce the 
as fundamental. The overall status of children has infant mortality rate. to prohibit child marriage. to 
changed over time as well. In all these changes, reduce exploitation of ch ild labor and to end the gap 
in cludin g the adopt ion of UN C'h ild Rights betweengirlchildandhoyehild.Acttlally.thcdccadc 
Convention. Pradhan has been involved in one way long child development program whi c h was 
or another. He spoke to NEW SPOTLIGHT on formulated by all the countries of the world has 
various areas of child rights. Excerpts: drastically changed the situation. 

How do you look at the situation of child rights What is the weakest part? 
in Nepal two decades ago? The ,,·eakest part is the failure to impro\ e upon 

If we talked about the rights of children I\\ ent) child malnutrition. We arc unable to make a major 
years ago. the child rights issue was a concern for progress on child malnutrition. The situation is as it 
only a small group or people. I had to struggle to was twenty five years ago. So rar as the participation 
register CWIN-Nepal. The ~ituation of children in of children is concerned, there are reasons ror 
Nepal was so pathetic that there were rampant child satisfaction not only in Nepa l but in the whole South 
rights violations and child labor exploitation was at Asian region. For instance. there are more than I 0,000 
its height. children clubs throughout the country including in 

How did you work through the stages or child remote areas. These organizations have been working 
rights'? for children ·s education. school welfare program, 

ln the preliminary stage, we stressed for the right working against child marriage. generating awareness 
to life. right to development and right to protection. on sanitation and hygiene, move against alcohol and 
ln the next stage. it was the age of participation and tree plantation. 
universal declaration on child rights was a milestone As a child rights activist having such a long 
in this context. The declaration has drastically experience, what do you say of the last two decades? 
changed the rights and status of children around We have set national targets and have mel 70 
the world. In the context of human rights, this chi ld percent of them. Nepal has made improvements in 
right Convention is one of the well known and widely chi ldren 's bea lth , educat ion, gender equa I i ty, 
ratified documents. UN ratified UN Conventions on reducing child marriage and exploitation of child 
the Rights orChild- CRC in 1989 and Nepal has also labor. 
committed itself to the protection of children by Why did Nepal fail to achieve one hundred 
ratifying the Chi ld Rights Convention on 14 percenttarget? 
September 1990. We have reasons: the country has passed 

Why is the lf.'ll Convention so important? through a violent, decade-long insurgency. Despite 
The United Nations Convention on the Rights such insurgency, we were able to achieve the said 

of the Child often referred to as CRC or UNCRC, is success. As a member orthc Commission and having 
an internationa l ronvention setting out the ci vi I participated in the mid-term review of various national 
tights to chi ldren. level programs previously, I round institutional 

Why is November 20 an important date? weaknesses in the areas like resource mobilization, 
20 November is regarded as the International funct ioning of government 's machinery and 

Child Rights Day. This was the historic day when utilization of resources. lrthc countty had not faced 
child rights were established as human rights. This the conflict. 1:'\epal v. ould have seen a lot of progress 
was not limited just to convention. immediately after in child rights. 
the promulgation of UN Convention on Child Rights. What do you see should be done to continue with 
programs were ann ounced to implement Child the process of change? 
Development activities throughout the 1990s./\ll the Taking mistakes as lessons. we can bring a lot 
countries of the world have fonnulated the ir ten more positive changes in ch ild rights. Children arc 
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the victims of human trafficking. child trafficking and immediately but other forms of labor need to be crime against children. This is the result of the decade e radicated grad ually. Actually, the slogan should long conflict. We have seen recru itment of child be children in schools and adults in labor. It is very soldiers. These were very painful inc idents. IL is sa id unl(munate that Nepal has a unique s ituation where ayearlongconfl ictmayruinthecareerofchildrenfor children are over employed and youths are a decade. If this logic will be applied, a decade long unemployed. For instance, more than 20,000 children conflict will impact another one hundred years in are working as child labor in various restaurants in children rights. The conflict has left some wounds the valley and they have been working without any which will a ffect decades and decades in the minds time limitation. However. the situation with the youth of children. is that they are paid for extra time. If a poor household Are children still facing t&·ouble'? makes Rs. 3000 by sending his/ her three children to The children a re sufferi ng from forced work, it may make a youth unemployed. A youth disappearances, disappearances, violent incidents. can make Rs. 3000 month. 
killing of their teachers as well as their mothers and How about crimes against children? fathers. All these inc idents help lo create a revenge In the past. we launched a program for making psychology among the afTected children. schools a peace zone. This was not confined to What is the message of the International Child children. Our argument was that there should not Rights Day? be any conflict, where there were children. By doing In celebrating the international chi ld rights day so, we tr ied to save reachers and health workers. In on November 20 as a decade of CRC. the UN has the latest stage, the trend of criminalization grew broug ht three key messages : Dignity. Development and the ch ildren were being made the target. and Dialogue. If we are able include all the issues Children were kidnapped and extorted and some re lated to children in national development, and then children were even killed . This is a very tragic only we can improve the children's state. We need to situation. All assaults directed against children are start the process of reconciliation with the children. violation of hum an righ ts. We need to start a What is your impression of the situation of child program to establish all crimes against women and labor? children as violation of human r ig hts. I want to see We have to sec child labor in two angles. We the coming decade as a decade for those who have need to slop the worst forms or child labor been working in chi ld 
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Agitating Leaders : New agenda 

DARJEELING 

No Cheers! 
The agitating party orders liquor ban in Datjeeling hil/.<ii to cut the 

revenue stream to West Bengal government. Tourism becomes a 

casualty. 

I 
By UMAKANTAKH~~AL, 

in Darjeeling, Jndia 

fyou have plans to go booLe in dors in Darjeeling Hills have closed 

Darjeeling, wait. down their shops. 

The party agitating fo r a Morcha claims that the West Bengal 

Gork.haland state, that is, Gorkha government earned more than Rs. 50 

.l anamukti Morcha (GJM), has crore in revenues from liquor-trade dur­

o rdered a ban on sale of liquors in ing Dasha in and Tihar fest ivals. The 

Darjeeling hills. It aims to stop revenues central committee member of Gorkha 

from going to the West Bengal govern- Janamukti Morcha, Dr. Harka Bahadur 

ment. Chhetri, sa id, "This is a part of agitation 

The principal occupation of the forGorkhaland."' 

people of Darjeeling is tourism. Many Dr. Chhetri added that the revenues 

Gorkhas in these hills are engaged in lbe from Darjeeling d idn't he I p the people 

business of welcoming Indian visitors ofDarjecling. '"No development has been 

and tourists from foreign countries when seen yet although the people of 

they come here to view the magnificent Darjeeling contributed crores of rupees 

Kanchanjunga. A generally cool climate to the West Bengal government," he 

lures visitors to Darjeeling. Visitors pre- said. 

fer liquor to warm up thei r body while "There is a call from the GJM to close 

staying in the hotels. down the shops, so we have done ac-

However. following the diktat by cordingly," acting secretary Dharmendra 

GJM not to sell liquors, all alcohol ven- Poddar of the Darjeel in g Bar and 

OfTshop Owner's Association said. 
According to Poddar the party has 

not initiated any action to open the 

closed shops. 
Due to liquor ban in Darjecling, tour­

ists from within the countly and foreign­

ers hardly stay two nights even if they 

had a plan to stay there for a \\eek or a 

fortnight. Poddar said, "The tourists are 

angry with us. They are asking why the 

information about liquor ban was not 
given to them earlier." 

lie said tourism was hit in the 
Darjccling hills ... The tourists quickly 

rush to Gangtok - the capital of 

neighbouring state, Sikkim where they 
can have a choice or liquors." 

Because of Morcha 's decision to 

c lose down a ll licensed liquor shops, 

many restaurants and hotels have fallen 

back on traditional tipple to cater for the 

needs of tour ists. Most bars have 

worked out a plan to counter the ban. 

"We have started selling local liquor 

made !Tom rhododendrons, oranges, gin­

ger and chingping, a type or seed." 

The party sources say that Gorkha 

Janamukti Morcha is trying to imple­

ment the home rule as per the principle 
of Mahatma Gandhi. The central com­

mittee member of the party Dr. Harka 

Chhetri claims. "If the state and the cen­

tral government do not take initiation 

regarding our demand, we wi II continue 

to stop providing revenues to the state 

government." 
The party had earlier issued diktats 

to all vehicles in Dar:jeeling I !ills to have 

GL number plate. 
Gorkha Janamukti Morcha has also 

closed all the offices of Gram Panchayats 

throughout Da1jeeling hills. It has a lso 

circulated a diktat to wear the Nepali 
dress to the government employees dur­

ing the office time and has a lso initiated 

to put signboards stating 

GORK.HA LAND in all the shops and the 

government offices. • 

Are You In a Hurry for Suiting ? 

GOPAL TAILORS 
Is at your Doorstep 

Specialist in Suit, Shirt and Safari 

For All Kinds of Clothing materials and Supplie 

of School Dress and Office Uniform 

Khichapokhari, Kathmandu Nepal 

(Opposite to Everest Bank) 
Contact: Gopal Upadhyay 
Phone: 977-1-4423412 

Mobile: 9841330970 
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ECONOMY 

NIBL 

Banking On Success 
Nepal Investment Bank Limited becomes the first Nepali bank to 
receive the [Nepal/ A investment grade rating 

ByACORRESPONDENT 

T he prestigious indian Cred it 
Rating Agency (lCRA) an as­
sociate of Moody's Investors 
Se rvice - has hon ored the 
NTBL with the [NepalJ A rating. 

The rating for issuers in Nepal is as­
signed on a scale. which ranges from 
L cpa!] AAA to [)lepal] D. 

The grade [Nepal) A marks that the 
bank enjoys adequate-credit-quality rat­
ing relative to other domestic issuers. 

The ICRA rates banks based on vari­
ous performance parameters inc luding 
the good market pos ition, track record 
of grow ing balance sheet wh ile maintain­
ing a stable caming profi le and the man­
agement team 

"Despitestiffcompetition, IBL has 
maintained a healthy market share of 
about 8% and 10% in terms of deposit 
and loans and advances respectively," 
states a press release issued by the bank. 

The bank has posted an impressive 
growth rate. 

" It achieved relatively higher deposit 
growth of 4 J% and 36% in 2007-08 and 
200R-09. NIBL, which also has the larg­
est credit portfolio of Rs. 36.2 billion 
among commercial banks in Nepal as of 
mid-July 2009. has recorded a strong 4-
year Cumulative Average Growth Rate 
(CAGR)of37.5%inlendingfrom Rs. 10.1 
bi II ion mid-July 2005." states the release. 

The ICRA rating is the latest leather 
in the cap ofN lBL team, which has been 

delivering quality banking service since 
a longtime. 

Formerly known the Nepal lndosuez 
BankLilnited, the Nepal lnvestmentBank 
Limited (NlBL) was established in 1986 
as a joint venture between Nepalese and 
French partners. The f-re nch partner 
(holding 50%). Credit Agricole lndosuez, 
sold its stake to a group comprising of 
1\epalese bankers, professionals, indus­
trialists and businessman in April 2002. 

The name of the bank was then 
changed to Nepal Investment Bank Lim­
ited. Prilh ivi Bahadu r Pande (Chairman 
and Chief Executive Director) controls, 
directly and indirectly, 50% of the vot­
ing rights of the bank. Two government 
institutions name ly Rastriya Banijya 
Bank (RBB) and Rastriya Beema 
Sansthan (RBS) also hold 15% stake 
each in the bank and remaining 20% is 
with the general public. 

''NlBL has presence throughout the 
country through its 32 branches and 60 
ATMs (150 ATMs including consortium 
member ATMs). N I BL is the largest pri­
vate sector bank in the country and has 
market share of about 8% in terms of 
deposit base and I 0% of total advances 
as of mid-July 2009. NIBL reported a net 
profitofRs. 0.9 billion in fiscal2008-09 
over an asset base of Rs. 53.0 billion as 
of mid-July as against a net profit of Rs. 
0.7 billion in fiscal2007-08 over an asset 
base of Rs. 38.9 bi llion as of mid-July 
2008," the press release adds. • 

NAC 

Spreading Its Wings 
The national flag carrier is set to buy two 
Airbus aircraft 

By SANJAYADHAKAL 

Its been almost two decades since 
the '\lepall\irlines Corporation ('\lAC) 
purchased any aircraft. 

Ha\ ing been compelled to cut its 
flights due to lack of aircraft for a long 
time, the NAC is finally taking steps 
Lo buy two brand new aircraft wide 
body A330 and narrow body A320. 

"We had called tenders and the 
Airbus fitted our need." said Raju KC. 
deputy managing director ofNAC. 

The \lAC chief Sugat Ratna 
Kansakar formalized the 
Memorandum of Understanding with 
the European Airbus company at a 
recent Dubai Air Show. 

"We need to finalize th e 
agreement by November 30," said KC. 

lie said that NAC plans to buy six 
aircraft three wide bodied and three 
narro" bodied - within next half a 
decade. 

Tourism entrepreneurs have 
hailed the decision. 

"Aviation is the most important 
part of tourism. This decision was long 
overdue:· sa id Prasiddha Bahadur 
Pandey, president of Hotel 
Association of Nepal (HAN). 

"We hope the aircraft is 
purchased quickly.'' added Basanta 
Mishra, president of Nepal 
Association of Tour Operato rs 
(NATO). 

But KC says that it will take up to 
two years for tht.: rinal del ivery of both 
aircrall to take place. The cost of two 
aircrall is around S 135 million, he said. 
··or that, we have paid advance of 
$750,000." 

HoweYer. the deal may take some 
time to be finalized as the 
parliamentary Public Accounts 
Committee has started inquiring about 
its financial transparency.• 
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THREE YEARS AFTER CPA 

ARemiiider 
Association oflnternational NGOs in Nepal (A IN) organizes a progmm to re­
mind eve1yone of the importance o_(Comprehensive Peace Accord (CPA) 

By ACORR.ESSPONDENT 

A 
s soon as Minister for Peace 
and Reconstruction Rakam 
Chemjong unfurled the 
Peace Quilt from Dharahara, 
the historical tower, on 
Friday (20, N0vember), 
pedestr ians around 

Dharahara watched the event w ith 
surprise. Only a few people knew that 
th is was the third year after tbe seven 
party alliance and CPN-Maoist signed 
the Comprehens ive Peace Accord 
(CPA), ending te11 years of viole nt 
insmgency. 

"Oh, yes! it did remind me of the 
day when l was so happy to see the 
signing of the accord that ended the 
decade long violent insurgency," said 
Kasang Tamang, 45, a vendor. "This is 
the right time to celebrate the event this 
way since the peace process is in the 
doldrums." 

Like Kasa ng and many other 
pedestrians, Minis ter for Peace and 
Reconstruction Rakam Cbemjong too 
shared simi lar feelings. "This is an 

historic day when we agxeed to s top the 
sound of gun a nd explos ives," said 
Chemjong. "Although the pace of peace 
process is too slow, we have made 
certain progress . I am confident that 
peace wil l prevail. Peace and stabi lity 
are the prereq uisite for the overall 
developm ent or the country," said 
Cbemjong. 

Organized by AlN-Peace Work ing 
Group, in collaboration w ith the 
Min istry of Peace and Reconstruction 
and under active participation of youth­
led organizations, the ceremony gave a 
message that stability and peace had no 
alternative for sustainable development. 

AlN was founded in 1996 by a group 
of lNGOs working in Nepal to promote 
mutual understanding, exchange 
information, and share experiences and 
learning development work in Nepal. 

Peace Qui lt, which is made by 
enonnous small quilts, sent by more Lban 
60 districts with the message of peace, 
is a symbol of people's commitment to 
peace and their reaffirmat ion of the 

peace process. According to AIN, the 
quilt with peace message was developed 
in COO]Jeration with the Local Peace 
Comn1 ittees. 

ATN PWG is a network ofl9 fNGOs 
actively involved in peace building 
program in different parts of the country 
and national le vel peace bu ilding 
process. 

"One year ago, AlN's Peace 
Working Group began participation of 
this Quilt for Peace to be an integral part 
of' this celebration. To make th is 
possible. AIN members and their partner 
organizations with c ivi l society agreed 
to organize local representative groups 
to design and work together on their 
square for the quilt. So that way. more 
th an 60 districts are represented !Jere 
today and every district sq uare is 
unique," said Dale Davis, v ice 
cha irperson and member of Peace 
Working Group . "The quilt is an 
expression of the people's voices from 
across the land. It is testimony to the 
ending of the conflict and its causes. It 
is acknowledgemem of the meaningfu l. 
ded icated efforts of many, many 
people.'· 

·•Jt is a symbol or the extensive 
possibilities for a fuhtre where peace is 
nurtured, sustained and propagated for 
the benefit of all." said Dale addressing 
the gathering. 

From implementing the peace accord 
to bringi11g the peace process to a logical 
end, many commitments are yet to be 
implemented. Ongoing political conflicts 
between countTy's major political parties 
have made the s ituation worse. 

The rise of various am1ed groups in 
southern plains and eastern parts of 
N epal has further worsened the 
s ituation. Such groups are threatening 
development workers working in those 
areas supporting the poor peop le. An 
appeal issued on behalf of UN, Do110rs 
and the Associati on of Tnte rnational 
NGOs in Nepal expressed concerns that 
their sta(I and projects face challenges 
such as pressure to provide donations, 
and financia l or in-kind ass istance as 
well as undue interference in tendering 
process, indicating a bleak scenario. 

By organ iz ing the function on the 
3rd anniversary of the s igning of the 
Comprehensive Peace Agreement and 
Nepal's National Day of Peace, the AlN 
Pe ace Working Group reminded 
Nepalese about the importance of peace 
and stability to carry out development 
projects to contribute to improvements 
in the quality of life of the people. • 
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GADIMAIFESTIVAL 

Sacrificing Cruelty 
Activi.'>ts are demanding ban on animal sacr~fice in Gadimai but the 
organizers are unperturbed 

T 
By ABIJITSHARMA 

he Gadimai fes tival will take 
place at the Gadimai Temple of 
Bara on the 24th and 25th of 
November thi s year. The 
festival, V\ hich sees a mass 

ki ll ing of about haifa million animals, is 
increasingly drawing critics these days. 
Some media have even termed the shrine 
as a 'Temple or Doom' as animal wei fare 
organizations all O\ cr the world have 
be~n raising a voice against the brutal 
practice of an imal sacrifice and urging 
the concerned authorities to stop it. 

The famous Little Buddha incarnate 
Ram Bahadur Bomjon has joined the 
chorus and vowed he would work to stop 
the mass killing. Bomjon wi ll be 
travelling to Gadimai before the festival 
and appea l to the peop le to stop the 
mass slaughters. 

Organi7.ations like animalnepal.org, 
Anti-sacrifice Alliance and Animal 
Wei fare etwork \I epa I have been 
voicing their protests against the rit·ual 
sacritice in Gadimai. A program was 
or<>anized on 13th November in Patan "' Durbar Square where animal ri ghts 
activists along with noted comedians 
Madan Krishna Shrestha and I Iari Bansa 
Acharya demanded the concerned 
authorities to discontinue the brutal 
practice. 

--Does killing other living beings. 
which cannot speak for themselves, 
make us, the human beings. superior and 
powerful?'' said Pramada Shah of 
animalnepal. org. '·Bes ides being an 
inhuman and a barbaric act, the sacri lice 
should also be stopped because there 
are high chances of diseases like Swine 
Flu and Bird Flu spreading through the 
an ima ls as these animals arc smuggled 
in from India \\ ithout passing the 
quarantine tests." 

Shah also revealed that a business 
of 14 crores is made out of the mass 

sacrifice. The people involved in the 
business mainly include professional 
priests who earn from the sacrilice, the 
leather companies and the smugglers in 
India-Nepal border. 

Animal Activists : Call against Sacrifice 

Animal rights activist Govinda 
Tandon said that the animal sacrifice has 
projected Nepal as one of the most 
barbaric countries. Giving an example of 
the Sati Pratha, he pointed ou t that all 
cu ltures were not justifiable and they 
deserve to die out. 

"There is completely no logic behind 
the sacrifice culture. Why sacrifice 
animals, who have no fau lt and haven 'r 
done any harm to us at all?" 

A petition was signed by more than 
I 000 people, which according to the 
organit:ers, would be submitted to the 
government urging them to stop the 
sacrifice in Gadimai. 

"We say all the living beings are the 
children of God. So. how can God be 
happy if we sacrifice II is own children 

NATIONAL 

in fronr of Him?" said comedian Madan 
Krishna Shrestha. He expressed that the 
mass killing in Gadimai has portrayed 
Hinduism as the most violent reiigion 
all over the world. I lc also added that if 
the priests and concerned reli gious 
authorities were well-educated, the mass 
killings would ha\c ended a long time 
back. Supporting hi s view, Hari Bansa 
Acharya expressed regret over the 
Government's decision to provide 
around 52 lakh rupees to the organizers 
instead of stopping the event. 

However. despite pressures from all 
over the world. the management 
committee in Gadimai is unperturbed and 
has shown no signs of s topping the 

-:f' -

mass sacri lice. They baYe argued the 
sacrifice is a long-running tradition and 
it cannot be challenged in any way. • 
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SOCIAL INCLUSION 

Social Exclusion/Inclusion: South Asian vis-a-vis Western Discourse 
By Mohan Oas Manandhar 

Rojan Bajracharya1 

Backgr ound minorities; H indu majorities oi'India and privileges for the aristocracy and 

''Sociai Exclusion"-thetermbyitself Nepal dominate Mus li ms and Catholic c lergy. Further, the post 18'11 

originated in France in 1974- has lineage Indigenous m inorities. l n term caste. century Industria l Revo lution era of 

to the enom1ousEuropean literatures of Dalits are rega rded as impu re and west adopted competitive capitalist 

1950's and 60's on social division and enslaved by hig h caste group as their economy discarding religion and caste 

inequality which emancipate the manual work (vi7. blacksmith, barber, aspolitical andeconomicaffairsandthc 

se\'crity of the poor or disadvantaged plumber and other) are oflow status. The raise of 20'h century Communism in 

members of then European society who contemporary fact of South Asian state Eastern Europe adopted the labor/ owner 

lacked in the adequate resources to and society is it's adaptation of division stratification '' hich gradually phase out 

achieve the acceptable standards of well of labor on the basis of caste with Dalits the division of labor on the basis of 

being and the participation in the being lowest in this hierarchy. Dalits are caste. These political and social 

c usto mary activ i t ies of soc iety. spread in every country of South Asia. t ransformations gradually change the 

Nevertheless, the social exc lusion that The South Asian counties have legally west from communal to individual ist 

exists in the South Asian societies s ince made caste system void but il has Limited society. More and more, the individual 

the traditional past before the discourse in word but not in practices. So, in many became the basis of political and social 

of Europe exhibits in some respects instance. South Asian politic has 

quite distinct feature from many other observed the rising of caste based The religion, caste and 
societies ofthe world. political parties against such ethnicity are the prime 
South Asian Context discrimination- viz. Bahujana Samajbadi politically mobilizing factor 

The distinctiveness is on account of Party. the ruling party of Uttar Pradesh of 
the stratificatory system of caste and India. had evolved against Dalit and the base of social 
undergoing socio-political practices of discrimination in India. In term ofethnicity, structure in the South 
religion that prevailed, in one fo rm or the minori ty ethnic groups are ens laved Asian region. 
the other, in the South Asian societies by majority viz. Ba loch istan province, 
for centuries which excluded a resided by deprived ethnic group of organization in economically advanced 

community as whole from common Pakistan, is discriminated and dominated countries, the individual's membership 

facilities or benefits. The religion, caste by Sindh and Punjab provinces with on communal, re ligious. occupational 

and ethnicity are the prime politically majority ethnic group and there are the and family units came to matter much 

mobilizing factor and the base of social issues of aga and Mi.w in northern part less than his individual right issue. So 

structure in the South Asian region. The of India and Bang ladesh. In term of the major social inclusion/ exclusion 

re ligion, caste and cthnicity has Gender,womenarediscriminatedin term d iscourse of west is focused on issues 

influential role in any sortsocio- political of impuri ty regardless of caste. eth nic of individual's exclusion viz. Disables, 

activities in the region ranging !rom: anti- and minori ty. But the women oflow caste Migration, th ird sex, elderly and others. 

colon ial movement against Bri tish Rule and ethnic a nd m inority group face T he concept of soc ia l exclusion that had l:J 
to hot burning Naxalites and Maoist doub le discrimination or enslave and emerged in France in 1970's and adopted 

movement of current days; mi lita1y take- impurity. later by the other European countries 

over to separation of federal state. The Western Context has focused on the then prevailed 

crosscutting between the religious caste ln contrast to the religious and caste/ European practice of exclusion on 

and ethnic communities gave birth to ethnic based politico and socio structure individual's right and its social 

issues of communal identity politics of South Asia, the current western social disadvantages and tension. 

including regional national isms and and political structure is based on liberal Conclusion 

caste and ethnic based parties. ideology. The revolutions of different Adopting Nobel Literate Amartya 

The South Asian pol it ico and socio eras gradua ll y phase out the Sen's word, the co ncept of socia l 

s tructure which has great influence of conservative re ligious practices in west. exclusion is evolving and will flourish 

religion , caste and ethn ic ity has the The religious confrontat ion in in days to come as it encompass diverse 

social exclusion in two lines - Purity/ Christianity in early 16'" century gave form of exclusionary prac6ces prevai led 

Impurity and Enslavabl e/ Non- birth to two diverse schools of thought in the world's society. Such 

Enslavable. Through religious angle. - Catholic as conservative and conceptualization process of social 

thereisenslavalaryofmajorityreligious Protestantasliberal "ithmostwestem exclusion also implicates the 

group against religious minority group. countries fo llow liberal protestant conceptualization of social inclusion as 

Indigenous and Tribal. For instance. school. The 18'11 century American and both inclusion and exclusion are two 

majority Muslims or Paki sta n and French Revo lution dejected the rule side of the same coin. However, 

Banglades h do m inates the Hindu under abso lute monarchy with feudal conceptualization process shou ld not 
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undermine many instances of 
simultaneous existence of exclusion and 
inclusion as an individual or a group can 
be excluded in one domain and included 
in another, for instance, the society can 
accept inter-caste marriage but reject the 
membership of social groups. 

Beside individualistic perspective, 
the social exclusion of caste , ethnicity 
and religion can be seen. more 
appropriately. as the institlllion that has 
been s tructuring and maintaining for 
centuries relations of power among 
d i ffcrcnt communities, and seeks to 
legitimize these power relations: (i) 
through systematica lly dispensing 
various mixes of econom ic and cu ltural 
assets/opportunit ies and deprivations to 
different communities and (ii) through 
endowing religious/ ideological 
sanctification of such dispensations. 
E' oh ed over centuries. caste and 
religion sustained communitarian 
identities of innumerable groups 
ethnically, culturally and socially distinct 
rrom each other and at thL: same t ime, 
held these communities together in the 
network of lo cal hierarchies. The 
communities in different local hierarchies 
were arranged, normatively and 
uniformly. in an ascriptively unequal 
macro-system of graded exclusion, 
which was politically, economically and 
epistemically dominated by a few, select 
communities through ages. The 
hierarchica l s tru ctures based on a 
sacri I izecl system clispensi ng economic/ 
cu ltura l rewards and pun is hments, 
however, did not/cou ld not permanently 
and fully incorporate or recast the 
cu ltural and historical identities of 
different communities in terms of 
hierarchical relations. If we were to grasp 
the special nature of exclusion in the 
South Asian societies, it is appropriate 
that the caste and religion is seen in terms 
olits historical-empirical character: i.e. 
sacralizcd power structure--rather than 
just a hierarchy of statuses- that has 
been reproducing itself in dillcrent 
contexts and times in the various South 
Asian societies. 

.llr .lftmaJulhar and Ur Raraduu:m are 
enJ.(aged wilh Social Inc luiion Research 
Fund. The l'iew prese111ed I l l'(' !hose o.f 
wrller :, own and do 110 t reflect thai 
authors affiliation. 

SOCIAL INCLUSION 

Our Report Emphasizes Inclusion 

Chairperson of C/\'s Committee on 
rundamental Rights and Directive 
Ptinciples 13 lNOA PANDEY claims that 
her committee has made special 
inclusionary provisions in its report. The 
committee was assigned to work in areas 
of fundamental rights. citizenship. 
fundamental responsibilit), principles of 
state and its responsibilittcs. 

How much effort did your 
committee make to t'nsure inclusive 
provisions in the r eport? 

We made all out dfotis to make our 
report inclus ive. In t ltc past, the 
constitution justtulkcd about equali ty and 
fundamen ta l rights. Rut we proposed not 
only equality but stressed on inclusion at 
all levels as we wrote the repon to preempt 
any kind of dbcriminatory provisions. 

Are you sure thi~ constitution will 
guarantee social inclusion'! 

There is no doubt about that. Our 
reRort emphasiLes inclusion. Unlike in the 
past, our commillee proposes fundamenta l 
rights discarding exclusionary politics. 
There are legal remedies also. 

There were simihtr provisions in 
the past but there were complaints tbat 
they were not implemented. How do you 
look at tbis? 

There are high expectations among the 
people. Even in summari:.dng the people's 
opinions, \\ e have made a list of I 19 
fundamental rights. After taking the 
opinions of the people and on other bases, 
the committee has idcntilied 49 rights as 
fundamental. We included many clauses 
under soc ia l justice. In the 1990 
constitution, there were 12 fundamental 
rights and in the interim constitution there 
are :w. Now they are 3 1. 

Ho" do you say your draft is a 
departure from the past? 

We have added economic. social and 
cultural rights in the constitlllion. We have 
included a right to protection of victims of 
justice. The Interim Constitution has just 
touched on the issues raised by the people. 
We have elaborated on a ll of them. 

What arc other rights? 
Education. language (l ttd culture were 

integrated in a single artic le. We have 
separate education. language and culture 
clauses. Similarly, employment and food 
security were in a single article. No'' · they 
are separated. Along "ith economic. 
cultural and social rights. we have added 
the right to shelter in a separate article. 

Are there any provis ions against 
social discrimination·? 

We have written some provisions 

-BINDA PANDEY 

which vvill declare discrimination on the 
basis of cast and untouchability as illegal. 
We have suggested separate rights for dalit 
community. Likewise, analyzing social and 
family structure. we have added the right 
related to family. 

What other rights have you 
suggested'! 

We have also proposed eq ua l 
distribution of parental property to the 
son anc..l the daughter. We a lso proposed 
equal responsibility of the son anc..l the 
daughtur. We want LO change the concept 
of people that the daughter will leave the 
house and the son will take the 
rcsponsibilit) of taking care of parents. 
LiJ,.ewise. we have also added a few more 
things on social justice rights to address 
different issues. 

Any other proposals? 
We proposed inclusive participation 

and proportional representation in terms 
of opportunities. Along wi th this, we have 
also written a separate article for the 
communities which were oppressed in the 
past. We have clearly written the rights 
for those idcnti fied oppressed 
communities. Under social justice rights, 
we have recommended separate proYisions 
for women, disabled, indigenous, 
Madheshi backward areas, class and gender 
and m<JrginaliLed communities. 

Are fundamental rights going to be 
mandatory'! 

To ensure impl ementation of al l 
articles, \\oe ha\ e made mandatory 
provisions for two years. Only after 
making la\\S. people can tind the right 
remedy. We ha,·e also included the clause 
lor compensation. We ba\ e also hdd long 
discussions relating to qualifying the 
articles. We agreed to recommend 
compensation, not just 'in accordance with 
law,' but as a genuine compensation. • 
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"Panel Member of the Program on Inclusive Business organized by FNCCI, SNV and SIRF" 

Inclusive Business for Profit 
And Equitable Development1 

Business community talk about inclusive business 
ByACORRESPONDENT 

SNY Board of Director, argued for 
inclusive business to pull out the poor 
populace and deprived communities 
from poverty and alerted that these 
communities are first on the row to be 
hit by recession- viz. the recent g lobal 
recession which has negative impact on 
poor country's economy via low FDl 
flow, low trade and low outsourcing of 
labor. He highlighted on cross countries 
experiences on Inclusive business. He 
shared SNV's initiative in inclus ive 
business in Latin Ame1ica. 

Sanjaya Shah , Inclusive Business 
Consultant ofSNY Nepal, presented on 
" Market Based Solution for Poverty 
Reduction" . He infom1ed that more than 
4000 million populaces who are at the 
bottom of wealth pyramid have annual 
incomeofless than US$ 1500 per annum 
and there is a need to develop inclusive 
business encouraging these populace 
groups to participate in overall economic 
af fairs. He pinpointed that the low 
income bracket populace are generally 
engaged as employee, producers. 
distributors and consumers and these 
activities of low populace should be 

N 
incorporated in value chain mechanism 

epal has more than a decade government officials, NGO with favorable share in profit. 
of experie nce in liberal representatives, media and oth er Willem Bron, Lead Adviser ofSNY 

economy but the couniTy is stakeholders. fo r Bio-energy in Central America, 
still confounded on how its Tn welcome remark to the program, s hared his experience on promoting 
market economy is going to M r. Kush Kumar Joshi, President of incl usive business model in Honduras. 
encapsulate the diverse FNCCL argued that a country cannot He highlighted that the small rural nut­

social structure persist in the country. attain overall progress if the social p ickers were prov ided technical 
Specifically, in the present context of progress of country does not assistance to improve their productiv ity 
cons ti tu ti on making and state complement its economic progress. So with financial scheme of working capital 
restructuring process, where every business sector, main economic engine and technological improvement of 
ethn ic and caste group is demanding for of a counny, should be socially inclus ive extraction. The environmental 
the empowennent and indigenous right, and should move forward jointly w ith conservation and awareness program 
Nepa l shou ld spell out the market low income and deprived group w ith andfidelityprogramwerealsodesigned 
mechanism and institution to develop equal benefit to both. Specifically, he for thern. The nut p ickers were also 
inclusive economy. The p1iva!e sector, argued that the inclusive business is equipped o n pricin g skill and 
ma in driver of market system , is paramount issues of Nepal as the certification of nuts. The new market 
cognizant of cont e mpo rary soc io - country has diverse social structure n iche had been developed via strategic 
politico status of country so the with each caste and ethnic poses generic alliance with stakeholders so that nut 
approach of inclusive bus in ess is rightoneconomicaffairs. FUJiher,there pickercoulclprovidediversifyvegetable 
gradually evolving. ln this regard, the should be d ia logue with private sector oil of better quality. As the domestic 
one day workshop on " inclusive on this issue in course of drafting new markelofcountryhad demand l3 million 
Business: A Business Model in constitution. He also praised SNY and MTofoil,64billionKw/Hofenergyand 
Promoting Socia l and Economic World Business Council for Sustainable 72 million of activated carbon at viable 
Inclusion'' organized by FNCCJ, SNV Development (WBCSD) for initiating price, the nut used for oi l extraction had 
Nepal and Social fnclusion Research "Alliance for Inclusive Business" great market potential. The SNV 
Fund (STRF) is the step forward on the movement and highlighted on FNCCl's initiative linked the nut collected by rural 
debate ofthis contemporary issue. The joint activiti es wi th these two nut-picker w ith ava ilable market 

program dated l2'hNovember2009 was institutions . . . , opportunity via commerc ial contract. 
participated by business communities, Mr. Drrk Elsen, ChrefExecut1ve ot 
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This results 900 f'amilies of nu t- picker 
arc directly bcneliued with their income 
increase at 4 US$ per day in pilot phase 
and there is potential to develop this 
bus iness in itiative in whole north coast 
of ll onduras. lie argued that the 
initiative was fruitful as the program 
focus on sharing of profitable business 
with rural populace. Further, the program 
was based on Public- Private 
partnership approach and it also fa, ored 
strategic alliances between key 
stakeho lders wh ich was important for 
the development of inclusive busi ness. 
Mr. Oron expected that this initiative will 
contribute to develop business model 
for other countries. 

ll onorable Consti tutional Assemble 
Member. Rajendra Khetan, started his 
speech with brief highlight on how the 
socio- politic of country has after 1990 
politi ca l transformation where Nepa li 
populaces are equipped with more 
political and economic power. With 2007 
political changes, there is gradual 
transformation in Nepali politic viz. tbere 
is high level representation of diverse 
caste ethnic group in the recently formed 
constitutional assemble. He praised the 
fruitful efforts of'SNV on market access 
of apples and GTZ on market access of 
oranges and honey. He reminded that 
FNCCI is lobbying for the promotion of 
small manufactures and in many instance 
acted as trading agent between small 
manufacture and urban market so that 
the small manufactures of rural area had 
market access. He also informed that 
FNCCI has made formidable measure to 
protect the indigenous knowledge and 
skill of'Nepal under the TRIPS agreement 
of WTO. He stressed for joint 
cooperation between Constitutional 
Assemble members, entrepreneurs and 
other stakeholders on fram ing inclusive 
economic system in cu rrent 
constitutional making process. 

Mr. Mohan Das Manandhar, Senior 
Adviser of Sl R P, infom1ed about STRF's 
support on social inclusion research of 

epa!. He highlighted on exclusion of 
minority caste and ethnic groups of 
Nepal from development main stream so 
they are poor in term of socioeconomic 
status. There arc also issues oflinguistic 

SOCIAL INCLUSION 

Chief Executive of SNV Board of Director, Mr. Dirk Elsen, Giving His Speech on 
Inclusive Business 

minorities and cultural assimilation. 
Specifica lly, he highl ighted that the 
minorities have limited access to market 
and their Indigenous knowledge and 
sk ill are not tradable in cu1Tent market 
structure so they lags from lonna I source 
of income. He informed that the Sl RF 
supported s tudies has accounted on 
allied Indigenous Knowledge and Skill 
in Nepal and such skill and knowledge 
arc neither properly documen ted nor 
authentically registered. So be stressed 
that such knowledge should be properly 
ma intained and should be utilized by 
business community. 

Ms. Monisha Rajbhandari, Value 
Chain Development Adviser of SNV 
Nepal, shared SNV 's ex perience on 
market access of Apple from, Jumal , the 
remote district ofKarnali. She infom1cd 
that the local cultivators were trained on 
market access skill so that they were able 
to sell their product in the urban market. 
After the initiation of the SNV program 
in Jumla, she informed, the wastage of 
app le in Jumla ha s fa llen dow n 
significantly. She stressed for further 
initiative to bring the apples to urban 
market place which wi ll discourage its 
import and promote the local production. 

ln vote of thanks remark, Mr Pradccp 
Jung Pande. vice- President of FNCCI, 
highlighted on the relevancy of the 
prog ram in the current sta te 
restructuring and constitutional bui !ding 
process of the country. He stressed for 
debate on the contemporary issues of 

inclusive business for the equitable 
development of country. 

Do ing business in Nepa l is 
challeng ing and attracting foreign 
private investments is almost impossible 
as the country is in complicated social, 
politi cal and econom ic transformation 
process. However, in this period of 
change, the business community has 
great role by pursuing business that is 
soc ia lly inclusive, ecologically 
sustainable and of course economically 
profitable. The inclusive business is a 
sustai nable approach that prov ides 
equitable opportunities for the 
corporate houses as well as deprived 
and poor communities with equitable 
progress. lt placed the deprived and 
poor communities in the va lue chain 
mechanism providing ample 
opportunities for them in economic 
acti vities. Further, the issue of inclusive 
business is also important in Nepal's 
current context of state restructuring and 
constitut ional building because it will 
address the de mand of eco nom ic 
inclusion rose by different caste and 
ethnic groups. This intellectual 
interaction workshop is a fruitfu l insight 
to the country. 

--Based on 1he proceeding of one day 
seminar Jirled "/nclusiw? Business: A 
Business Model in Promming Social and 
Economic inclusion" organized by 
FNC('f. SJ\'V Nepal and Social Inclusion 
Research Fund (SIRFJ" 0 11 1 ] '• 
Xol·ember 2009. 

NEW SPOTLIGHT NEWSMAGAZINE I Nov. 27, 2009121 



ENCOUNTER 

"Every Four Hours a Woman dies Giving Birth in Nepal" 

The Un ited Nation Population Fund attendants that can help when the 

(UNFPA) supports Nepal in its efforts to complications arrive, that that place has the 

reduce poveny and improve women's access necessary equ ipme nt, that the woman is 

to health care. New country representative treated with digni ty and respect, and given 

of UNFPA. lA~ MCFARLANE, sat down quick ser\iCe once she gets to the facility. 

with S HARYtiNI to discuss some of the You mentioned that a \\Oman needs 

issues facing the country and how the to be treated with dignity and respect in 

UNFPA addresses these issues. health facilities. ls there discrimination 

EXCERPTS: in women's access to health care? 

You 've been th e countr y Yes, there is and unless we tackle some 

representative for UNFPA since January. of the root issues of discrimination. other 

What has your experience in 'I epa I bee"n efforts won't work. Because you can have 

like so far'! the facil ities. but if a woman is not allowed 

- IA N MCFARLANE 

With UNFPA I've worked in othe r to use them or to use them as other women 

coumries and l've worked in headquarters. do it's still a problem. Many women in Nepal 

And the work of the organ ization with a have access to health services and education 

mandate like ours is I think very stimulating only if allowed by their parents-ifunmarried-
in itself. Trying to do that anywhere is a or husbands and parents in law- if married. effort is required by government and its 

complicated and exciting prospect. Trying Ne pal ha ll one of th e hi ghest partners to respond. 

to do it in Nepal. of course. brings its own maternal mortality rates in developing Another UNFPA goal is to ' make sure 

particu lar context. What I find interesting in countries. UNFPA's goal was to reduce every child is wanted' , in other words 

Nepal is this move out of post-conflict, this maternal mortali ty by 75 percent provide access to famil y plunning 

search for new democracy, dcccntraliLed ben~een t 990 a nd 2015. Is the country methods and information. How is the 

constitution and political c1wironmem. on track to meet that goal '! progress in :'llepal towards this goal? 

Jlow does the move from a post- These are Nepal's goals not UNFPA's It's true that there is progress. One of 

conllict society affect your work? goals. In Nepal the trend is good; it looks the ways that we look at progress is to ddine 

UNFPA is here to help governme nt like the country is 011 target to meet the actual what we call unmct need. Uumct need means 

deliver what it wants to deliver so we're number. But that national average hides a that there are couples who would like to 

working very closely "ith them. When reality for many people. have access to fami ly planning, so they have 

government and ministers arc changing or Besides maternal rno rtalitv, what a need. but that is not met. We knO\\ that25 

national plans are being developed and then othe.- r ep roductive health i s~ u es do percent is not met. That means that one in 

they're changed, it's a challenge to align your women face '! rour couples would like to have access but 

act ions with the government. It's sti ll horrific that every 4 hoLLrs a don 't. We also know that women do no t 

Are the government's plans unclear·? woman dies giving bilth in Nepal. But many have access to the f u II range of 

l think fundamentally. government is more women suffer from things like fallen- contraceptives. 

really clear on what it'' ants to achieve. But \\ omb _sometimes called uterine prolapsed. Is that the same average for different 

there's a gap between what government says One in ten of women of reproductive age, social and ethnic groups? 

it wants to achieve and the reality on the which is about 600,000, suffer from uterine Com in g back to thi s po in t about 

ground for many citizens. prolapsed. difle rences between people. if you' re, for 

What is the situ a tio n in terms of What is uterine prolapsed'! instance, a dct!if the average is one in three 

access to rep1·oductivc health care for Basically the uterus falls out and remains couples that would like t; have access but 

l'lepali \\Omen? out. And it's embarrassing. uncomfortable, don't. Twenty live percent tmmet needs is 

The ntltional average is that 18 percent and there's a higher risk of in fcction. l met a high, it's even higher fo r disadvantaged 

o f women do not have access to skilled health woman who had that for 16 years! llow groups . So there's still a long way tog~ in 

care when they give b irth. If you're a dalif would you feel to have that for 16 years, terms of ensuring equal access for a ll. 

woman its 19/20 docsn ' t have access. and how wou ld you be treated by your It sounds lil<e you believe there's not 

There's an argument that we arc on track in husband. HO\\ would you be treated by the been enough work to imp•·ove maternal 

some ways to meet the millennium goals, if other members of your family? And in this or more gene•·al women's health. W hat 

you look at the overall trend. But the reality kind of situation human nature shuns people more can Ul\ FPA do to addt·css t hese 

for man y peop le is that they ar e no t likethat. T hat's 1/IOwomen of' reproductivc problems'! 

achieving their own millennium development age between 15 and 49, 111 0 women are I think. we have a responsibil ity to continue 

goals-again a big gap between the headline suffering from this. That's a lot of women. the advocacy that we do and that's including 

and the real it). This p1·oblem paints a very depress ing talking to the media, that's including 

Part of UNFPA's core" ork is making picture of women 's health care in rural publications. We just finished a \ 'Cry powerful 

s ure that women have access to decent Nepal. publication on gender based violence in tvvo 

health care. What is your approach to The fact s tha t you have this for 16 districts, Dang and Surkhet. Doing the research, 

ensure I hat women receive adeq u a tc years, what kind of service are you getting and making it publicly available already brings 

reproductive health care? from your state? It's really kind of shocking. about change. Our role is also in helping others-

We km)\\ that to prc\·cnt a woman dying It's physically shocking. it's psychologically go'" crnment, NGOs- to ad\ ocate and 

giving birth the best possible option is for shocking, but it's also shocking from the implement the recommendations to improve 

he r to be in a fac ili ty that has ski ll ed health system perspective. C learly more women's health. • 
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ANew Theory Of Justice 
By BIPI.l'iADHIKARI 

Justice is a moral concept about what 
is right, fair, appropriate, and deserving. 
As a concept of righteousness, it builds 
on ethics. rationality. natural law. equity, 
faimess and similar principles. This is 
the reason why justice happens to be a 
complicated subject. Nevertheless, it is 
a subject that has been subjected to 
rigorous philosophical, legal and 
theological debates throughout the 
history. 

Amartya Sen's new book The Idea of 
Justice (Penguin-Allen Lane, 2009) is a 
major addition to these debates. A Lamont 
University Professor at llarvard. Sen 
presents in this book his theory of justice 
in a ve1y broad sense.llis understanding 
is based on a positive analysis of already 
existing general theories in this regard. 
Its aim, as Sen points out, is to "clarify 
how we can proceed to address 
questions of enhancing justice and 
removing injustice, rather than to oiler 
resolutions of questions about the nature 
of perfect justice." 

Dedicated to John Rawls. who wrote 
A The01y o.f Justice in 1972, one of the 
primary texts in political phi losophy, the 
book goes far beyond his concept of 
justice. In his book, Rawls highlighted 
the problems of distributive justice at 
length and offered the concept of justice 
as fa irness to so lve the ensuing 
problems. 

From fairness, Rawls derived his 
theory of justice which contained two 
important principles: 1he liberty 
principle and the difference principle. 
He argued for a principled reconciliation 
between liberty and equality. He also 
emphasiLcd that '"most reasonable 
principles ofj ustice arc those everyone 
would accept and agree to from a fair 
position." 

John Rawls built on philosophical 
foundations laid by Kant and Rousseau 
- the two important predecessors in this 
area (among many others). lie employed 
a number of thought experiments -
including the famous veil of ignorance­
to determine what constitutes a fair 

impartially s ituated as equals," in order 
to determine principles of social justice. 

Amartya Sen who won the Nobel 
Prize in Econom ics in J 998, explores in 
this book the ways in which, and the 
degree to which, justice is a matter of 
reason. and of different kinds of reason. 
It is in the nature of human beings that 
they hardly agree on a final, perfect set 
of institutions and rules. Disagreements 
are quite common everywhere. ft is 
because not everything is in principle 
resolvable. Moreover, diiTerent people 
regard different positions as just. As 
such, Sen argues that there is no need 
to overcome disagreement. The search 
for a perfect set of arrangements can 
distract theoreticians from tackling 
injustices that the human society needs 
to confront. 

Sen's work is not grounded in 
idealised justice. It is grounded in what 
can be made to work practically in the 
real world. I Ie argues that a philosophy 
ol'justice should require the agreement 
not just of th e community which is 
making the laws, but of important 
outsiders also. The whole world has a 
role in it. ll is in the nature of reason, 
says Sen, th at it does not all ow all 
questions to be setLied from f irs t 
principles; But these pluralities are not 
a shortcoming. 

BOOKWARM 

after sharing with the readers his ap­
proach to justice at the outset. 

Part I deals with the demands ofjus­
tice in general. lt has four chapters'' hich 
cover reason and objectivity in the jus­
tice discourse; Rawls' theo1y of justice 
and beyond: institutions and persons; 
voice and social choice: impartiality and 
objectivity: and analysis of closed and 
open impartiality. 

Part II deals with forms of reasoning. 
It also has four chapters: position, rel­
evance and illusion; rationality and other 
people; plurality of impartial reasons; 
realiLation consequences and agency. 

The materia ls of justice arc dis­
cus:;cd in Chapter lll.ll also has deta iled 
explanations on lives. tTeedoms and ca­
pabilities: capabilities and resources: 
happiness. well-being and capabilities; 
and equality and libc1ty. 

The last part explains democracy as 
public reason. Here he also gives his im­
pression about the practice of democracy, 
human rights and global impcrati\'eS, and 
the place of justice in the world. 

Amartya Sen ho lds that justice has a 
key role to play in the concept and prac­
tice of democracy. But his emphasis is 
not in tcnns of the institutions of a demo­
cratic state, but in terms of its capacity 
to enrich reasoned engagement. Democ­
racy allows public argument and debate. 
It allows public reasoning. "The work­
ing of democratic institutions, like that 
of all other institutions·' depends on the 
act ivities of human agents. But democ­
racy "has to be judged not just by tbe 
insti tutions that forma lly exist, but by 
the extent to which diiTcrent voices from 
diverse sections can actively be heard." 

At the heart of Sen's argument is a 
respect for reasoned diffe rences in our 
understanding of what a "just society" 
really is. He stands firmly within the tra­
ditions of Anglo-American philosophy, 
but the book is full of philosophica l ref­
erences from the Indian sub-continent 
and their analysis in view of contempo­
rary problems. He has been able to bring 
Buddha, Ashoka and Akbar in his theo-
retica l discourse in such a way that no­
body ever even tried to do. 

The book is long and repetitive at times. 
But the breadth of Amartya Sen's vision 
and intellectual keenness make it an out-Amartya Sen has divided his book 

agreement in which "everyone is into four parts and eighteen chapters standing work for every thinking person. 
lawyers _inc_nepal@yahoo.com 
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ART 

EXPOSnlON 

Simi lar to this painting, the rest of 

her paintings are also related to people 

and things. Some of them include 

children laughing. an old woman 

casually standing ami a mill man. 
As a who le, "Feel ings and 

Perceptions: Life in a Tamang Village'' 

has indeed been able tO express the 

fee li ngs and perceptions of the people 

or a small Tamang village. When asked 

if she would like to come up with another 

exhibition in ~cpa!, Jenifer said." I have 

never felt so at horne in an) other 

countty. The 'ill age and the people there 

have become a part of my life. I would 

certainly love to come up with another 

exhibition so that I can sho'' other 

aspects of the people and culture of 

Nepal."• 

ISRAELI FILM 

For A Break 

Simple Tales 

Moviegoers in Kathmandu got a break 
from the usual Hollywood and Nepali 
mo,·ics. courtesy the Embassy of Israel 
when it organized the 4th Annual Israeli 
Film festival. The lest1valshowcascd Jsraeh 
movies \\ h ich had represented Israel in 
lntemationa l Pi lm festiva ls and b<tgged 
prestigious awards. The main purpose of 
the annual festival has been to expose the 
viewers to the fascinating facets of modem 
Israeli culture. 

Israeli movies have been in ex istence 
since the 1950s. Over the decades, they 
have depicted typical israeli thc::mes and 
social life. The Israeli culture is very 
d iverse. which has stemmed from the 
diverse population including Jews from all 
around the world. This culture is depicted 
in many of the Israeli cinemas. Since its 
initiation, the Israeli mo\ ies have 
undcrg()ne major developments as well as 

Jen~f'er paints the beauty of a Tamang village on cues that she never 

felt so at home anywhere else 

By PRADIPTIBHATIA 

W hen Jen ifer Fu ller first came Tamang people in Gu rj e . 1 n the many ups and down~. 

to Nepal in 2004, little did she beginning, she started sketching small Israel has been nominated in the best 

kno\\ hO\\ her short visit portraits of the people closest to her in foreign language lilm category for the 

would end up. She came with 1 
. Academy Award for 8 times, \\hich is the 

the village, slowly s 1e started sketch mg h. h h 'ddl E · 
her co usi n on a vo lunteer 1g cstamongt c M1 e astcountnes. 

more and eventually after her meeting Popular topics in Israeli movies include 

work of five months. As months passed. with a French artist in the vi llage itself. war. ho locaust etc. 

she realized her growing attachment she decided to exhibit her creations in According to the Israeli Embassy. the 

with cpal, especially with kids for Kathmandu. This is her first so lo lsrat.:li movies are \·ery '\i,id' and 

whom she was working. They grevv into exh ibition. showcase the various aspects of life in 

five Years. No\\' at the Lnd 1'go Gal te1·y, , b . 1 . 'd Israel. "We believe tha t this kind of cultural 
1 don t rem em er ever sce1ng 11111 rt e 

Naxal. Jennifer has put on eanYaS her 1. 1 8 1 1 h activity (the Israeli film festiva l) will act 
liS lOrse. ut w 1ene\'Cr t 1e orsc was as a bridge to bring together the people of 

"Feelings and Perceptions: Life at a seen. people kuew that this man \\aS the t\\O countries culturally closer ... said 

Tamang Vi ll age.'' Jennifer. currently a round," Jenifer said ta lk ing about that the embassy. 

worksatoneof theUmbrellaFoundation particular characte r in one of her Thelilmtcstivalscreenedmoviessuch 

Homes at Gurjc, Nuwakol. paintings. She fUJther added. ··This man as The Vulture. Dead End Street. Yellow 

This exhibition includes her also had a suite and \\hene\er there \\as Asphalt. Kazablan. Passo\er Fever and 

Paintings related to the village which she some kind of a function in the \ illage: Tum Left at the r nd of the World. The 

I d ' t · 1 t ·1 It' t Vulture and Dead End Street have been 
ca lls her home in el)al. A ll the 1cma e 1 apum owcar1. saremoe 

' '11 d t · h ·11 screened in the Cannes Film festival and 
characters in her beautiful paintings arc VI age an no ul Jer person 111 t e VI age Passo,·er Fever has bagged award in the 

I h h I b 
. 

1 
had a suite. so it was a big thin!!. On this 

peop c \\ om .s e 1as cen acquamte< particular day, 1 saw him in his ~uite with t-lontreal ~\·orld film.Fe~ti,al and has.been 

with in the vtllage and the abstracts h' h 1 d 'd d . . ~creencd m40 film tcst1vals \\Orld\\ 1de. 
· 1s orse so ec1 e to pmnt an 1tnagc Abi'it Sharma 

simp ly rellect some aspects of the o f' him in his suite with h is horse." 
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Parking, spacious rooms 

to organize workshops, 

seminars, social 

engagements and events. 

Added to these, 

Chinese and Continental 

restaurants. 

lndreni Food Land Pvt. Ltd. 
lndreni Complex, New Baneshwor, Kathmandu 
Telephone 977-1-4780121,977-1-4785416 
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