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f the pn:scnt mtc of populatitm 
goes unchLcked. 
II kc l\cpal will face long ter 
con,.,equcncls. Dc~pitc sc\'etal 
mca'iurcs nken in the past. there arc 

as needing rohu<.l efrorts and 
nn,,., .... rmrn''" to manage population. Clcad). 

seriow, attention "houltl go to family 
lnlomn""'and reprm.lucriYe health issues. The 

t and rcLtl.l:d non go\'crnmcnr 
I:><T<"nc·~r•, wnu ld do well ro i 11\ c~r resoun.:cs on 

issues to meet the ch<t llcnges thrown 
p by increasing population. espec-ially in a 

and populmt.~ region I i kc South Asia. 

Gm·ernment invc~>t mcnt in Nepal's family 
nningancl rcpwductive health programs 

far from ~u l ficknt. Orhl'l· South ,\sian 
ntrics fare no hcncr in term~ of ,uch 

A.., mon: than a lilrh of humanity 

South .\si,m p.trli•ulll:ntanan.,, 
kcr; and expert" recent!} discus:,eJ 

in a consultath·e meeting \\'here 
.:d for more lunds for these program'>. 

\lrc,uly teeming with the \Vorlcl' 
. South Af>t.tn coum ric!> cannot a.O:orJ 
too many rcoplc h.:ing .tJdcd too 
is the reason population issues rnaltl:: 

South Asia, where almost all countries arc 
mired in pnliticotl in:.cahility ancl chaos and 

the governments fa i I Ln add rcss the 
most urgent issul's. Now the rime ha~ come 

the region to accord wp priority and 
atching i·unds For an effective population 
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NEWS NOTE 

a 
of 

crstanding for an Indian 
as~ istance of\.. Rs. 3.73 

rore& fo r upgracl ation of 
frastructure and provision 
furniture For the Monastery 

ncler N ep ,d I nclia 
Coope ra tion 

. According to a 
release of the I ncl ian Emhassy, this 

the ninth development project being 
ken \\ith the Indian asshtance 

cr Small Development Projects in 
lust,tng district. T ndia is providing 
ssistancc of NRs. 24.08 crores for 

of infrastructure projects in 
e dis trict whic h include schools, 
·dgcs, community hall anc.l river 

works. The Indian government 
a lso g ifted three a mbula nces a t 

Kagbeni and Chho~er \ DCs in 
district. 

UNTCEF Nepal Has New 
Representative 

1 ls. l lanaa Singer h as recen t ly 
joined UN ICEF Nep al as irs n inth 
rep rese ntative. S he p resented her 
credentials to Deputy Prime \ 1 inister 
and Foreign Mini&ter Upenclra Yadav 
last month. 

Singer is an Egyptian national and 
has sened in L')JJCEF for 0\'er 21 years 
in bot h the development and 
humanitarian spheres. Refore coming to 

Nepal, s he was th e UN ICEF 
Represcmati,·e in Ka::akhstan.t& well as 
in Azerbaijan. She has also worked in 
the CI.: I~/CIS regional oFfice in Geneva, 
as we ll as i_n ·Haiti , Burundi a nd the 

Shree Pal Ewam lamgya 
'vlonastery has been in1parti ng religious 
education to Lamas/Students . Th 
monastery forms a ' 'ery important part 
of t he soc.io-cu lrurallife of the pcopl 

of the area besides being an ancient 
heritage build ing. The :;tructure of the 
monaste r y has s ubst antial! )' 
deteriorated O\'er the years and is in 
danger of collapse. Those at th e 
111 onastery have been facing serio us 
p roblems \\'i t h regard to their housing, 
accommodation ;md pursui t of religiou~ 
cducati,\)n. The ne\\ infrastmcture being 
created with Indian grant assistance 
\\'Ould upgrade the required facilities 
for their proper housing and education 
in a conduci \ 'C environment. 

Ma ld ives. She s ta rted he r UN ICEI
carecr in Egypt. 

Talking w ith the L \..lCEF 
Representative after the fnrmalitics, 
Deputy PM Yadav appreciated rhe role 
played by l ' \.. ICEF over the decades in 
:\cpa], and highlighted the need for 
co llccche effort to tackle 
challenges in t he devclopmcm sector for 
a country in transition. 

~\ Ve woulcllike to urge you to please 
ensure that everyone takes th is issue 
serious ly so that Nepali children do not 
lose their right to be citi=cns of this 
country,~ said i\ Is. Singer. 

USAID's Nepal Trans ition 
Initiative Completed 

The U. S. Agency for lmernational 
Development (USAID) announced the 
~..:ompletion of it s Nepal 1-rans.ition 
Ini tiative (NT!) program. Designed ro 
provide innovath•e support for Nepal's 
peace process and assist t he country in 
ils post-conj]jct t ransition, the program 
since August2006 helped to support the 
pol it ical silu,uion as it C\'olved by 

increas ing the p ub lic 's access to 
informa tion, by fac ili t ating pu blic 
debate on issues c ri tical to the political 
transition, and by i ncrcasing local level 
participa tion in th e peace [)rocess. 
Speaking at the p rogram c losing 
ceremony, Da,id C. Atteberry, USAID 
tvlissio n Director, remarked , ~As Nepal 
moves forward in this delicate trans ition 
to p eace and clemocrac y, we w ill 
continue to support Nepali 'change 
age11ts' to assist and encourage st rong 
local part icipation a nd ownership in 
Ne pal's developmen t and peace 
processes. The results [rom the program 
reinfo rce our belief t hat development 
mus t be community led to be successful 
- o n ly rhen w ill su!>ta ined. lac;ting 
cha nges be possible.~ 
Countdo w n To London Olympics 
Begins 

The 2012 london Olympic and 
Paralympic Games begin one year from 
rod ay, 27 July. Ho noura ble \'i ce 
President o f Nep al Pa rmananda J ha 
marked rhe start of the countdo'' nat a 
reception at the Briti~h Embas&y today. 

Drum nu11g up excitement ahout the 
Games, Vice President Jha lit a butter 
lamp as a symbol o[ Olympic Flame 
while the Brit ish Ambassador, John 
Tucknott unveiled murals on the theme 
o f t he sp irit: of s po rt pa in ted on t he 
Embassy's wall (pictures attached). 

Ambassador T ucknmt said, "One year 
from now, London'' iII welcome the world 
at rhe starr of a celebration of sport. The 
enviro nm entally fri e nd l y Olymp ic 
Stad ium will be abu;:z as Nepal's athletes 
p roudly parade the national flag in front 
of a global audience of billions. The 
OlyTnpic Gam es represent 
und er s La ndi ng, peace and h a rmony 
among the nations and peoples of t he 
earth."• 
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New head of D FID Nepal takes office 
Dominic O'Neill, the new 1-lead ofDFID Nepal, takes office 

on I August 2011. He 
succeeds Sarah r.-:--::-~~~==~ 1="""'!!"""'~ .. 
Sanyahumbi. 

Dominic has 
worked for Dl I Dsince 
]002 and has 
pre\·iously headed 
three other DFTD 
offices: Yemen 
(2003-6), fraq (2007) 
and Sierra Leone 
(2008 II ). Prior to 

jo in ing DF ID he 
worked as a Cou nt ry 
Director ror a British 
NGO, Raleigh 
Internatio na l, in 
Nam ibia (1998 
:2000), Mongolia 
(2000 1) and Chile (2001 2). He speaks Arabic and has worked 
closely with Is lamic and Arab orga nisations on t heir 
engagement in development in Africa. His p,rofessional 
background is in environmental health, \Yith a specialism in 
\\'atcr. He prc\iously worked \\ith the;.. linistry of Health in 
'\Jamibia in this field (1996 1998). He is a keen trekker and 
mountain biker. 

Dominic \Viii oversee DFID Nepal's four-year £331 million 
country programme, the largest bilateral programme in Nepal. 

On arrival, Dominic said, "1 am delighted to have the 
opportun ity to live and \\'Orkin Nepal for the next few years. 
The UK has a s trong relationship with Nepal, and vve have 
rccc n tl y agreecl a nc w country plan, which I am sure will make 
a s ig nif icant c.li!Tcrencc to the lives of many poor people in 
th is country. l am looking forvvard to working with the 
Govern mcntunc.l people o[ Nepal and all our other partners to 

make t his happen." 

MOU On Custo1ns Modernization 
The Ministry of 1-orcign Affairs and Trade of the RcpubLc 

of Korea and the \ linistry of 1-inance of the Gowrnment of 

"Jepal signed a l\ lemorandum of L'nderstanding for the project 

ECONOMIC BRIEF 

'Modernization of Cuo;roms Administration in Nepal'. The 

MOU was signed by 110'\JG Sungmog, Korean Ambassador to 

'\epa] and Krishna llari Baskota, Secretary of the l\linisrry of 

Finance on July 21, 20ll in the l\linistry of Finance. Korea 

International Cooperation Agency (KOICA) on behalf of the 

Republic of Korea and Department of Customs (DoC) on behalf 

of the GO\·ernmcnt of cpa! "ill implement the project. KO l CA 

will spend US$ 5 million for this project for 3 years (2011 -
2013). 

The main objective of the project is w implement the 

Business Processes Rccngineering (BPR) and draw up 

Lnformarion Strategic Plan (lSP) and improYe the efficiency 

aml transparency or the administrath·e process o1 the DoC. 

T lcis project w ill also improve the ICT operating condition and 

capacity of t he DoC t h mugh p ro,rision of ICT equipment. 

KOIC/\ will develop and establish Clearance Management 

Module, Risk Management Module and Data 'Warehouse. 

KOlCA shaH p rovide the software, equipment and materials 

necessary to i mplcmem the project. 

KOICA will di&patch Korean experts to provide necessary 

technical guidance and KOICA \Yill also pro\".ide series of 

trainings to '\cpali officials of the DoC to acquire knowledge 

and experience required for the successful implementation 

of the project. 

This project is expected to support the DoC to achieYe its 

target that it has set under the framework of the "Customs 

Reform&: Modernb1lion Action Plan, 2009~ 2013~ m order ro 

increase Lax revenue, pro,·idc user~friendly service, and 

enhance capac ity of customs officials. 

TDB Opens New Branch 
T he Tou rism Deve lopment Bank has opened its sixth 

branch office in Pokhara. Bank's e,'-::ecutive chairman Dr. Pushpa 

Raj Kane! and president oJ FNCCI Kaski district Krishna 

Mohan Shrestha jointly inaugurated the branch office. 

According to a press release of the bank, the branch will 

provide business loan, tourismtb'Cloprnent packages and other 

loans to its customers. Along with this, the branch is providing 

sen icc fore banking, 51\ IS banking,ATY1reminancessen'iec, 

1\ I BBS and bank ~uarantcc. • 

Global Coverage 
llr ElJlms/Ctllltr Serrice 

Alt/Sea Carp 

I 
Commen:lal Shlpmnl 

~lOW iDE EXPR!SS 
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NEWS CLIPS 

Indian Good will Package To Improve 
Relationship With Nepal 

l'\eighboring nation India is to come up with a special 
plan to improve relationship with. cpa!, and" ith that same 
intention, newly appointed Indian Ambassador to Nepal, 
Jayanm Prasad has done his homework to make the rdationship 
between the rwo nations stronger. 

Jewly 
appointed 
Amb assador 
will arriYe in ...... 
_ epa 1 before 
the th ird vveek 

of Aug ust for-===~ 
his tenure. ~ 
Go,·ernment 
sources in New 5 
Delhi say, to 

.. .. 

i m p r o v e _ ___ _ _ J_ay_a_n_ta_ P_ra_s_ad _ _ _ __ _ 
relationship 
with Nepal the ambassador will bring a 'goodwill package'. 
l'n.diangovernmem, cspeciaJly the South Block (foreign afT airs) 
has accepted that the relationship between t he two nations 
has deteriorated 

~J ayanra is coming ro Nepal with a mission to improve the 
relationship between two neighbors," sai.cl sources in [orcign 
affairs. But Indian officials did not reveal further information 
about the package. Jayanta is the son of one of the close friends 
of Nepal and former ambassador, Bim al PrasaJ . 
Jayanta is confident about improving the re l.ationship w ith 
Nepal. "Actually 1 nclia wants co improve relationship with 
;\epal," said Jayanta. In a meeting '"ith editors, Jayanra 
said,"There was never an intention oflndia to interfere in the 
NepaJ's political envi ronment.'' Indian officials say they will 
always support the democratic view of the epali people. "Delhi 
will never leave the support of the democratic side in Nepal," 
said a high Indian government official.(Rajclhani) 

More Than 1,000 Tibetans Flee Using 
Nepali passport 

l\ lore than 1,000 Tibetan refugees have gone to countries 
like America after iJ legally obtaining epali. citizenship and 
passport. A passport racketeer, t he leader of the group, 
reportedly having connection with the various government 
officials has been caught by the police. The Central 

are trying to see 
how through dialogue they can solve the differences that exist 
between the political parties so that multi party democracy is 
strengthened in Nepal. But we arc friends and well~wishers of 
Nepal. I wam toemphasizethat. 

She said," Well, our neighborhood, yes, is an extremely 
important area ob,iously our foreign policy. We spend a 
considerable amount of time on relations with our neighbors. 
And, I t h.in.k,from India's point of vicw,ouroutlook,ourapproach 
has been very dear. We want peaceful and good relations with 
all our neighbors. \Vedo not want contention \\ithany of our 
neighbors. (All India Radio)• 

NEW SPOTLIGHT NEWSMAGAZIN~ Aug. 05, 20111 4 



COMMENTARY 

Like Swindlers In A Fief 
By YUBARAJ GI I IMlRE 

On July 31, Education t\ linister Ganga Uti T uladhar told 
a parliamentary commirree that money played a role in 
admission of students i n t he go"ernment-fu nclcd 
13udhanilkantha SchooL No one knows if it is a poliLical 
statement w ithout any sense of accountability by a nlinisu::r, 
or a reality. But the onus to bring the w hole tm tb lies on the 
minister, more than on the school management. Yes, money 
has started playing a hig role, and openly in the current 
context. 

But unless a serious attempt to attack it from the top, or 
from the polltical level, begins, and as l0ng as the political 
bosses continue to appropriate immunity, like .in the Darfur 
scam, under the current pollt.ical 
dispensation, no one will take a 
minister or a politician seriously. 
Tuladhar may have felt the pinch 
o[ corruption in hb mjnist ry, but 
can he be sure, ancl speak honestly, 
i[ the pol itical hosscs who have 
prcssuri=ed him to recommend 
names of se\'en \icC chancellors for 
different universities-which he 
has obedient ly clone-have not 
taken any money !'rom t he would
he 'ice-chancellors? On August 1, 
Prime Nlinister J halanarh Khanal, 
\\'ho is also the leader ofTuladhar, 
defied his own party, the 
Commu nist Party of Nepal
Uni fi ed Marxist Leninjst (CPl\-

mpees that the stare paid in salaries and allowances to the 
1\ taoist eombatantskept in 28 camps and sub-camps. A sizable 
parr of that has gone to the coffer of the Unified Communist 
Parry ofNepal-Maoists (UC PN-M). The authority of the state 
is being usurped by political panics and their leaders, and 
L hey have acted more li ke swindlers in use or misuse of 

the state funds. Rhusal "ill be distributing a large part of 
funds under her command to t\laoist families. 

Prachanda did not take long to trudge on the footsteps of 
G. P.Koirala, w ho despite his credentials as a 'fi ghter for 
democracy', never believed in the principle of probity in p ublic 
life. He promoted his daughte r as an extra-constitutional 

authority, a status that Prachanda 
enjoys now. 

Prachamla may have tried to 
placate a section of his disgruntled 
coLleagues by giving t heir loyalists 
some ~hare in che cabinet, b Li t he 
is yet to earn a clean chit on 
charges of financial irregularities 
and sources of his property nO\\. 
His explanation so far has been 
that 'others' in rhe party arc corrupt 
as well. 

UMl) and solely went by what Gangalal Tuladhar 

Kha nal, during h is rast few 
months, has spent more than 800 
million rupees our of discrelion. 
The amounr \\as aL11ost similar to 
that spent during \lladhav "lepal's 
regime. l<oirala \·Vas above t he Jaw. 
Prachanda, Nepal, Khanal and all 
ot hers of these poL tical breeds arc 1vlaoist Chief Prachanda ordered 

him to do. Khanal said he will use his prerogative as the Prime I 
\linisrer to expand the Council of ~linisters. Bur was he 
acruaUy using his prerogative. or acting like a stooge? After 
all , the Maoists had declared the name and dist ributetl 
portfolios of all t he ministers-to-be a week ago,leaving Kl1anal 
with just a fait accompli . 

Let us get into the circumstances leading to the cabinet 
expansion and portfoUo distribution. Finance~ linister Bharat 
\lohan Adrukari- albeit, held guilty for budget leak," hich 
is a crime in parliamenrary practices- a llocated Rs 2.000 
million for the Peace and Reconstruction Ministry a vvcek 
ago. Maoist leader Pamp ha Bhusal came to own that m [nistry 
on August 1. DLiring t he past Eive years. since April2006, t he 
'>tate has been turned imo a fief, and each minister has been 
enjoying discretion to use the ministerial funds without any 
transparency anc..l ,tccountahility. 

There is no official auditing of more t han 18,000 million 

foLlowing the precedents he created. Both Khanal and T ulaclhar 
know that Khanal will be in power, as long as Prachanda remain!> 
rhe leader of the UCPN-~1. and as long as he supports 
Prachanda. Bur Prachan cla's support to Khanal w ill come not 
to promote nationaUsm, democracy and economic prosperity, 
but at their cost. 

So t he source of corruption that needs to be eradicated lies 
in political deals, sale of minister's positions, free hand to 
politically affiliated gangsters to acquire go\'cmment comract, 
and political patronage to clandestine business of natural 
resources including stones, sands and forests. Tulad har can 
sort out the But.l hanilkantha issue in a few hours if he is 
commit ted to fight corruption inside his gm·enunent .tncl his 
party at the top. There has been no go,·ernment as corrupt in 
the past. and no minister abo\'e accountability in corruption 
cases like in the present. • 
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FACE TO FACE 

"Reshuffle Is Nonsense" 

C hicr w hip of Nepal i Congress LAXMAN PRASAD 
GfiiMIRE is k nown for his bl unt and s traight po litical 
comments. Former water resource m i nistcr, Ghimire was 
elected [rom Ramechhap in the first parliamentary elections 
in 1992. As the country heads rowards a new round of political 
confronration follo"ing the reshufnc of the cabinet by Prime 
~linister Jhalanath Khanal. ;'\!epali Congress leader Gbimirc 
spoke to NEW SPOTLIGHT on \·arious issues. Excerpts: 

Fo ll owing the reshurne of the cabinet by Prime 
Minister .Jhalanath Khanal, how do you see the political 
p rocess now? 

It is a very unfortunate decisio n for chc country. Prime 
Minister Khanal's decision invited poli tical con frontation. To 
help inccrnal patch-up in UCPN Maoist, Khanal inducted 
Maoist ministers in the cabinet, complcLcly ignoring rhe main 
opposition party. At a time when the counD)' requires consensus 
and compromise to write the ne\\ constitution and conclude 
the peace process, Prime :-..linister Khanal's step \'irruaUy stops 
all the doors of negotiation. This is an absolute nonsense. 

Do you think any tangible progress in co~stitution 
making and peace process will be possible now? 

I lad Lhc government been rea lly si ncere ro the peace 
process and constitution, the prime min ister would not have 
reshurrJ.ccl the cabinet. This decision indicated that Prime 
M inis tcr Khanal and his coalition party, UCPN-Mao.ist, arc 
not sincere ro the cause. 

\Vhat will be the position of Nepali Congress now? 
'kpaU Congress will continue to obsrruct the proceedings 

of the House. \Ve wm not allow it to function until the 
resignation of the prime minister. This is our bottom line. 
There is no question to backtrack on our agenda. 

Don't you think it is the prerogative of the prime 
minister to reshuffle his cabinet? 

ro llowing the signing of the Fi ve-po int agreement hy 
annou ncing ro resign, JhaL1atbji has been rendered into a 
lame d uck prime mini ster. He s ho uld have tendered his 
resign<ltion two months ago. Tn th is context, l1is decision to 
reshufne the cabinet is merely a joke. r don't understand on 
\\hat grounds can a prime minister whose resignation was 
enuorsed by the legislature Parliament reshuffle the 
cabinet? This is an untimely dance. 

T his means Nepah Congress is now heading towards 
confrontational poli t ics? 

We arc pushed to confrontational politics by the present 
governmenL. We still want consenSLIS in constitution maldng. 
Plimc Minister Khaoal and UC PN-Maoist leader have betrayed 
peaceful politics. Of course, t he present cabinet resh uffie may 
settle the internal politics of Maoists but this \·vill invite grave 
consequences in the country. 

How do you justify your party's step to obstruct the 
House w hen there is the need to discuss the annual budget? 

We have been playing the very role of a responsible 
opposition party. We have allowed the government to present 
.its annual program and even supported it pass the bill allowi11g 

- LAXMAN PRASAD GHTMIR E 

the government to spend pa rti a l 
money. 'vVc have shown a maximum 
re~Lr<l i nt despite the work of t he 
go\·ernment. Ho\Ye\'e r. the 
go\'ernment and ruling parties take 
our sincere commitment as a 
weakness. 

I Tow d o you read the prime 
minister's recent action? 

His message is clear as he wants 
confrontation with main opposition party Nepali Congress. 
Otherwise, no sane people can take s uch a decision at rh.is 
crucial juncture when the tcnmc 0f extended Cons tituent 
Assembly is just over Eive weeks. 

Desp ite the opposition from Nepali Congress and a 
strong section of his own party, what compelled the prime 
minister to take this decision? 

Only one reason is tO woo the I\ laoist leaders. This reshuffle 
has settled the long standing internal disputes in rhe UCP'\J
Maoist. No one will be pleased by the reshuffle except the few· 
Maoist leaders. 

Prime Minister Khanal and his close associates have 
bee n say ing that this step is necessary to bring the 
const itutional writing a nd peace process on the right 
t rack. What do you say? 

Th is is aU bogus and nonsense. All know that nothing has 
been done in the last rwo months to conclude the peace process 
and write rhe constitution. It is \'Cry unfortunate. 

Prime Minister Khanal has sa id it is his moral and 
political obligation to resig n in 13 clays in case there is no 
tangible progress in the peace process? 

Is there any sense to tender the resignation by August 31 
when Lhe tenure of the Consti lllcnt Assembly wilJ expire? This 
is just a political game plan in which prime minister Khanal 
bas turned himseli as a pawn of UC PN-Maoist, which wants to 
capcure the power. After reshufning t he cabinet, Khanal gave 
u p a ll political and moral obligations. This is purely a 
communist propaganda. Prime Minister Khanal is a liar, and 
is immoral. e 

Do you see any possibility of t he new constitution being 
promulgated by August 31? 

If 7\<!aoist leadership and jhalanath Khan a I come with 
tangible programs,we s til l can make a difference. Our 
experiences with Maoists remains bitter as they always express 
commitments in word s b ut t hey al ways avoid t heir 
implementation. We waot to sec t bc implementation of the 
programs. We are fed up with verbal commitments. 

Don't you think your party is a lso responsible for the 
presen t political mess? 

One of the main mistakes of 'epali Congress \\·as that it 
agreed to hold the elections of the Constiruem Assembly 
without completing the integration of Maoist combatants. Had 
Maoist combatants been integrated before the elections, Nepal 
would nor have to face the present situation. As a politician, 1 
should say this is our blunder. • 
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VIEWPOINT 

Khanal Working For Peace, Statute 
B}' PRAKASHJWALA 

Nepal has been passing though a if once there is any possibility in forming of our party leaders ha\'e been trying to 
very critical time and it is the duty of all a national consensus government. He misinterpret the decision of standing 
political parties to support any move to still holds the vie\\' that if political panics committee and central conunittee. The 
conclude thcpeaccproccssancldraft the bring a proposal for the national stand ing committee and central 
new constitution. 'vYc have now less than consensus go\·ernment he i.s not going to committee gave a clear cut mandate to 

a month ld t to meet the dead! ine for create any obstacle. Prime Mi nister 1<-'hanal to take necessary 
prom ulgating the new constitution. Tclon'tunclerst:andanyreasonbehind decisions in favor of peace and 
Vv'ith t he best i ntcrcst o[ the people and blocking the parliamentary procedure by constitution. As long as Prime Minister 
coumry in view, Prime Mi ni ster the main opposi tion Nepali Congress Khanal'saction is cli.rectecltowardsthe 
JhaJanath Khanal has been work ing novv. without any valid reason. Such steps wiU constitution and peace, nobody can raise 
After a meeting vv ith Prime create moregapsandmisunclcrstanding any question. Every individual has the 
Minjster Khanal on Monday, UCPN- among the country's major po.litlcal right to speak his or her mind. This is a 

Maois t leade r Pushpa Ka mal Da hal democratic r ight and our party 
Praehanda also came nut with a strong leaders too can exercise such rights. 
message to conclude the peace process. So far as taking the decision 
T his is a positi\'c development. If regarding the government is 
integration of v1aoist combatants is concerned, it is Prime .'Vlinisrer 

carried out, the peace process "·;linear Khanal's prerogatiYe to reshuffle the 
conclusion. The com m itmcnts and cabinet. Asper his prerogative, Prime 
schedules announced by i\ laoist leader ,_ \linister KhanaJ has resh~ed the 
Prachanda in the press conference are -.cabinet, inductingnineminisrersin 
positi\'C towards that direction. it. [Yen our central committee and 

Political parties in cpal ha\'e shown that standing conunittee said so. Prime 
they arc much matured and that they ...J \linistcr Khanal isnotonlyourpan:y 
agree on the issues of national agenda. leader but he is also the prime 
Four years ago, all the political parties +-----------------1-- minister of Nepal and it is the duty 

joincdhandsagainstthcautocraticrule parties.l thinkthisist:hetimcforwriting of the prime mini ster change and 
of monarchy. It is the unity of political thenewconstimtionand concludingthc induct ministers in his cabinet. 1 don't 
parties which ushered in the nevv era in peace process. T here is the need to think irrcsponsibi'lityofsomeofourp<Uty 
Nepa l establi s hing it as a federal devclopgreaterconsensusanclharmony lcadcrswillnotpaytostrengtheningour 
democratic and secular repuhl ic. among the political l?arties so they can party bur it will fu rtbenveaken our party 

'We signed the l2 point agreement write the constitution . ~~ i nnr irri tants organization. 
with thcMaoistsand launcheclthe joint can c reate mo re troub le in Futu re. Afte r ind uction ()f new Maoist 
agitation in April 2006. Due to t he joint Prime M i11istcr Khanal has already made m inistcrs i n t he cabinet by Prime 

agitation, .Janandolan II brought about it clear that he will abide by t he five Mirustcr Khanal, Maoist leaders have to 
the historic change. G ivcn the past point agreement. This is his l)nttom line. show their conunitment towards peace 

ex1xricnccs, I still believe that we can He made this clear in meetings with and constilution making. UCPN-Maoist 
make a change for the betterment of the Nepali Congress leaders. So far as the leader Prachanda has already declared 
country. resignation of Prime \t1inistcr Khanal is that he \\ill show some tangible change 

Prime l'vlini stcr Khanal has been concerned, it is not a political solution within ten days regarding the peace 

pursuing the cause or constitution and at all. He pref c rrcd a consensus process and constitution making. I don't 
peace. This is one or the reasons the government at this crucial juncture thin.ktheworclsofleaderslikePrachanda 
prime minic;tcr wants to constitute a rather than a majority government.\ \'c will 'anish in the ears. By inducting 
national consensus government under ha,·e already seen that a majority t\ laoist wnisters in the cabinet the 
his leadership. He proposed this to the gO\·ernmcnt cannot sol\'c the country's prime minister has already completed 
main opposition party, rcpali Congress. burning problems. Tnis is the reason his task and now it is the task of~'1aoist 

If ;-Jepali Congress leaders agree. Prime Prime \tlinister Khanal has made it clear leader Prachanda to translate his 
Minister Khanal will take necessary that if the situation for nation al conunitmentstoreality. 
further steps. During the signing of t he consensus govemmcnt emerges, he \\'ill Owala is Prime Minister Khanal's 
five · point agreeme nt, Prime be ready to make sacrifices. political advisor. This is taken from 
Mi nister Khanal said that he would quit lam very much ashamecl the way some w lwt he told Radio Nepal) 
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POLITICS 

Ministers Taking Oath of Office 

CABINET RESHUFFLE 

A Misadventure? 
Prime minister Jhahmath Klwnal, in liaison with the Mt~oists, defies the party 
he heat/.., to embark on a dangerous mission 

By SAROJ DAHAL 

E 
ven as Maoist chairman 

Pushpa Kamal Dahal 

reached agreement \\ith 

prime minister jhalanath 
KhanaJ at t he latte r's 

o[ficial Baluvvatar 

residence on inducting 
the new ~taoist faces into the cabinet, 
Maoist vice chairmen, Baburam 
Bhattarai and Narayan l<aji Shrestha 
were at senior UML leader Madhav 
Kumar l'\cpal's private Koteshwor 
residence to seck thelatter's help resolve 
the cabinet expansion deadlock. 

Nepal stood his ground and insisted 
on the immecl iate resignation of Khanal 
"to pave way for a national consensus 
government". And the two \~Cc chairmen 
left there disappointed. 

The drama at Baluwatar had just 
begun with a closed-door meeting 

bet ween Khana l and his confid antes 
including party \~Ce-chairmen, Bamc.lev 
Gautam and Ashok Rai, where Khanal 
briefed them about "agreement" reached 
withDahal. 

The "agreement" was a bout the 
Maoists' commitment to begin "concrete 
mm·es" to mm·c the peace process forward 
within a week 

Minister Ghanash.yam Bbusal was 
entrusted with the tasl< of working out 
the details so that the t. laoist minbters 
could be inducted into the cabinet. Bur 
a ITli nister present in t he meeting said, 
"the prime minister had not agreed to 
induct the new ministers without 
adc.li ti onal agreement with Dahal , 
although we have not been briefed about 
t hat deal." 

That Maoist c hief Dahal decided ro 
strike the "dealn with Khanal after a one-

to-one meeting instead of his customary 
practice of taking along colleagues with 
him in talks with the prime minister and 
that Khan a! also chose to brief the "dealn 
to the Lrustcd \' icc chairman Bamc.lev 
Ga utam only lent c redence to t he 
sus picion that the two top leaders had 
some covert agreement. 

This has alarmed the Bhattarai 
faction of the Maoists. Said a politburo 
member Dcvenclra Pouclcl, "the latest 
developments have l<il lcd the possibility 
of a con<;cnsus go,·crnmentfor nO\\.\ \'c 
suspect something in the one to one 
deal between Dahal ant! Khanal." 

Khanal had pledged ro present the 
dct.1ils of the deal at the party's standing 
committee meeting, but he did not dare, 
after seeing that even supporter~:> like 
Bha rat Nlohan Ad hi kacy and Yuburaj 
Gyawali did not side \\ith him. 

Clearly pushed to a minority in the 
committee, Khan,d barged out of the 
meeting, spoke to Prachanda on his ceU 
and rushed co Sb.ital Niwas to aclmi nisrcr 
oath of o(fice to the new \1aoistm.inistcrs. 

Said a U}. IJ politburo member 
Pashupari Chau lagai, "K hanal's 
cl.dial1l:c of the party confirms that he 
trusts t he :v!aoists more than own party 
for his sunival" 

By acceding to the Maoist pressure 
whi lc ignoring the c.lccis ion of the UM L 
stand ing committee, Khanal has played 
into the hands of the former rebels at the 
cost of the unity of own party. 

But even more serious casualty w ill I 
be t he peace process and the 
consL itution-making, beca use the 
t.laoisLs are unlikely to meet the two
wee k deadline that prime mini ster 
Kha nal set to them to build "con vi nci ng" 
grounds to complete the peace process 
especially addressing rhe \-exing issue 
of the Maoist combatants. 

A day after the deadline, senio r vice 
c hairman of the Maoist party, Mohan 
Vaidya, ruled out acting on it. "lt's out of 
qucstion,n he said. • 
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POPULATION IN SOUTH ASIA 

Challenges Galore 
Nepal's population is estimated at over 28 million. The 

population of South Asia is projected to cross 1.5 billion at the 

end of 2012. The world population will hit 7 billion this year, 

and by 2050, 2.3 billion more people will be added on earth. 

No doubt, population is going to be a major challenge for 

developing countries like Nepal and regions like South Asia in 

the coming decades. Despite the declining total fertility rate 

·and increasing accessibility to family planning and 

reproductive health services, most countries will face 

difficulties in meeting the demands of the growing younger 

population with the present level of intervention, investment 

and resources. Family planning and reproductive health, the 

crucial tools for population management, will be under 

tremendous strain. To worsen the situation, these instruments 

are rarely getting the required priority at policy levels. 

By KESIIAB POUD EL 

~ lost of the South Asian countries. 

including Jcpal, have seen a drastic 

change in their patterns of population 

growth in the last decade. Howe,·er, eight 

South Asian countries, \\'hich ha\'C 0\·er 

20 percent of the world's population, arc 

su re t o face many ch allenges in the 

coming clays.Studies have sho\\11 that 

most of the world population "-ill gro\\ 

i n t he less cJe ,·dopccl region and 

countries i n the coming decades and 

they" ill have to face many burdens and 

difficulties in development and 

environment. region ha, ·e a long way to go in meeting 

"What a rc the .. . billion mil lion MDC targets . National fi g ures mask 

populations ... for us?" "I hey affect us anJ intra country d ifferences, \Vith maternal 

our livelihood. Thus. it matters to us. The mor tality and morbidity clustered 

trend indicates that the overall around poor and rural populations. 

inves tment in fam ily planning and ";vb tcrnalmortality isaninc.lieatorofthc 

reproduct ive hea lt h sector is s till poor (unctioningof the health systems. 

inadequate." said Dr. Saramma Thomas induuing poor infrastructure. lack of 

\ lathai. regional team coordinator ,mel equipment and supplies. and shortage 

Maternal llcalth Acl \' isor (UNFPA- of sk illed human resources. Inequalities 

APRO). "\ ,Vhcn a woman in South Asia in ac~..:css a rc clear by L he hu ge 

becomes pregnant, her suniYal cannot di fferentials in utili::::ation of skilled 

he assured. Countries of South Asi,m birth attendant<; and lik saYing 

NEW SPOTLIGHT NEWSMAGAZIN~ Aug. 051 20111 9 



COVER STORY 

caesarean sect ions in case of 
com pi ication." 

At a time when there is a big need of 
im estment in the family health and 
reproductive he<dth sectOrs, itisdillkult 
to make progress in the population 
management. Although '\cpa] too has 
invested a lot of resources Ln the areas of 
rural health infrastructure to provide 
facilities in family planning and 
reproductive health, they are s till 
inadequate and insuffi cient. 

The situation is similar to all the 
countries in rhe region. ~Despite 
im rrovement in the maternal mortality, 
the lifeofpn:gnant woman is still uns<lfe 
in the 1\Ialdives," said U= Fathimarh 
Dh iyana Saeed, SAA RC secretary 
general. "In terms of infrastructure, we 
have built a lot in rural parts of Nepal, 
but it is difficult to claim that they 
provide quality services as well as offer 
reproductive healthsen·ices to all needy 
people," said Dr. lnu Aryal, head of 
family divisio n at th~.: Ministry of 
Population and Health. "There is s til l a 
long gap in supply side." At a program 
organized by the International Council 
on Management of Population Program 
(lC0~1P) in collaboration with South 
Asian Association for Regional 
Coopera ti on and the Popula tio n 
Association of Nepal, \\ith support from 
the David and I ucilc Packard 
Foundation and the Asian Forum of 
ParJ iamen tarians on Population and 
Development, government 

rcprcsenrati vcs, pa rl i amentar i ans, 
program managers and technical experts 
from SAARC countries raised \'arious 
issue related to family planning and 
n:productivc health. 

"\V e need to focus on addrcssi ng the 
needs of men and women from South 
Asian Region, so that concerted dforts 
and interventions can be implemented 
tO\\ ards achieving the ICPD and 
Millen niu m Development Goals 
(MDGs),"said Dr.Wasim Zaman, 
executive director, lCOivl P, 1\lalaysia. 
"The aim of the two day progrru11 is to 
en hance t he engagement o r t he 
parliarnentarians and policy makers of 
South Asia along with the governmem 
representatives of policy makers, 
program managers and technical experts 
from the countries of SAARC region." 

Issues at stake arc fertility trends, age 
at marriage, sexual and reproductive 
hea lth behavior of adolescents and 
young people, contraceptive prevalence 
rates, reproductive health and ramily 
plan ning needs of poor segments of 
population, policy changes and its 
implications. Reproductive health is 
also regarded as t he right of a vvoman. 
"The government must protect the 
reproductive right'> of women 
by providing basic health services and 
family planning methods," said Sapana 
M,tlla Pradhan. member of epal's 
Cons tituent Assembly. The existing 
huge number or young and acloksccnt 
and youth population and grO\\ ing 

numbers of aging pO[)Uiation arc two 
major challenges that need to be 
addressed. There is the need of 
investment. Despite increase in the use 
or contraceptives and distribut ion 
centers. there is a huge gap in the supply 
side. As public bodies arc responsible 
for ti'le free supply of contracept ives, 
there has hccn mismanagement all the 
time. 

Although even the private sector is 
involved in supplying conrracept i vcs, the 
unmet need in Nepal is still O\'er 40 
percent. In South Asia, the percentage 
rem.ains more or less t he same. I lerc is 
the need for intervention. ~\Vc are still 
unable to meet the family planning 
needs of you ng and adolescent people 
w hose role is important in population 
growth ," said Dr. K.G. Samhya of the 
Population Council of 1 ndia. "If we are 
un able to meet the ramily planning 
needs of adolescents, rhe cu rrent 
population trend may go in 
a negative way." 

Experts argue that [allure to meet 
unmet demands of family planning and 
contraceptives will bring unprecedented 
demographic upheaval. At the program 
inaugurated by Chairman of "\cpal's 
Constituent Assembly Subash Chandra 
Nembang, experts and parliamentariru1s 
shared their e;o..rpericnccs in Regional 
Consultation \\ ith South Asian 
Pnrliamentarians and policy makers on 
Fnmily Planning and Reproductive 
Health. 
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Population Management & Planning 

The main aim of this meeting (a 
regional consultation with 
parliamentarians and policy makers) is 
to im·oh·c parliamentari.ms and policy 
makers ro understand the importance 
of population data and us\: them in 
socio-economic tb clopment planning 
and programs. This cnns ultath-c 
meeting wi II also provide an opportunity 
to share the coml11\1n i s<;ut~s on Family 
Planning<mcl Reproductive Health and 
find out ways and means to overcome 
the problems that we arc facing in South 
Asia. 

This meeting is very appropriate and 
timely in SAARC region since the 
fertility transition is under way in these 
countries . 1 n most of the SA ARC 
Ct)untries, the demographic '>ituation is 
facing \\ith young age structure in their 
popubtion composition. I his is -.imply 
because fertility was ,·cry high in the 
recenr past and '>tancd lO decline lately. 
\\'hile discussing family planning and 
rcproducthe health issues, we haYe to 
address the need and dem,111d of these 
young population. 

Although the demographic 
situations of the St\A RC countries are 
improving, such as both fertility and 
morrality raLes arc in decreasing trend, 
they arc not as expected compared to 
economic development of t he country. 
As we all know, I' am ily planning use 
dircctl)' or i ndirl·ctly depend~ on various 
socio economic and cultural factors of 
rhc country and it takes a long time to 
changerhcsc values and nonllS. ltisalso 
noticed that cultural a~pects of the 
society arc changing. ln a situation of 
weakening cultural props there is a 
decline in the ' al ue of children in 

Parliamentarian!> and delegates from 
S.AJ\RC countries attendi ng the South 
Asian regional eonc;ultation on family 
planni ng and rcproduc ti' e health 
underlined the importance of population 
management to meet t he \ lillennium 
De,·clopment Goals (t\ I DGs). 

"At a time \\'hen the countries of the 
region have bee n fac ing many 
challenges to manage the population, 
these kinds of con!>U ltaLions wil l [11'0\·lcle 

religious and social obligations. 
~toreover, increasing educational 

facility and schooling ha,·c discouraged 
couples to ha\-e many children 
indicating that the traditional ' 'alues 
attached to children arc \\'eakening in 
South Asia. As a result, acceptance of 
the small family si=c norm is gaining 
grounclas more people aspire for a better 
1 ife. This declining fertility in Soul h As in 
suggests that the social transformation 
t aking place in the region is not on ly 
impinging upon the values o[ ehilclrcn 

People attending meeting 

but also the ,·alues auached to the 
gender of ch ildren . Moreover, rhe 
changing socio-cul tural s ituation has 
also alteredLhe family rclationsh ips and 
brought about pressure on fami lies Lo 
have a smaller number of children. l he 
fertility decJtne in the region is a result 
of change in .family relationshi ps due to 
socio-cultura l. change rat her l han 
significant economic change. 

To accelerate ongoing socio-cu 1 tu rnl 
change. the role of the parliamentarians 
is \'ery important since Lhey ha,·e dnse 
relationship with people at thcgrassroor 
Jeye]s and al so relation ship ,mel 
inn1h·emcnt at the top in policy level. 

a common platform to share t he 
knowledge and exper iences," said 
chaim1an Nembang. 'This is \'el') Limdy 
and highly significant.~ One of the aims 
of the regional consultation \\'as to 

increase commitments and adequate 
funding for addressing the unmet needs 
oft he deprived and marginalized grours 
of population, incl ud ing adolescents 
and youths in South Asia. 
Demographk State of South Asia 

COVER STORY 

Despite some good stories of success. 
we have sLill more challenges to face. 
The demographic impro\'emcnts are 
focused on urban areas, educated 
population and good socioeconomic 
background of the countr)'· 

Ho" lo co,·er all population to 
inc rease family planning use, and ho\\' 
to empower economically back\\'ard 
population are the ch<illenges in the 
region. \\'e ha\'e to Find out the gaps 
and focus on marginali=ed and socially 
and economically back.vard population 
and localities of the country. Most of the 
SAARC countries are eagerly vvairi ng for 
fresh data fro m the census and 
Demographic and Health sur\'cy, which 
provide insights into rhe status of the 
lamily p la nnin g and reproductive 
health. Parliamentarians. policy makers 
nnd, also, the media should understand 
that population elements should be 
integrared in all areas of deYelopment 
process. Population is the denominator 
of dc,·clopment output and family 
pi :mning is the main contributing factor 
for fertility decline in SAA .. RC region. 
lJ ncl erstanding these issue<>, 
parliamentarians as leaders of the 
community. societr and nation as a 
" holt: should act and pro\'ide leadership 
.tccorcli ngl y. 

lt is hoped that this meeting will 
address Lhe common issues on and share 
the problems and find out the vv·ays and 
means to rcsoh·e rhe problems that we 
arc faci ng especially in family planning 
and reproductive health in SouthAsia. l 
would like to thank ICOM for t his 
environment for the meeting of all the 
South Asian parliamentarian s and 
po li cy makers together and for 
discussing the common issues of family 
planning and reproducti,·e health. 

(Dr.t\rj .tl is><:eret:ary toMinisrryo{Science.md 
TL-..-Imology. Fw:<:rpts nfr:hc '>!.tlt.emcnc deli•·cred ilt rl!c 
Rtw on;tl('.(m,tdution widJ Parliamencariwsand Pnli<y 
.\l.tkcl'> vn F.•mily /'/;mning .md Reproduct:f•·e He-alth in 
South bi" Addn.,;,ing r:heCh;tflenges.) 

Out of ten populous countries in the 
\\'Oriel, South Asia has three: lnd ia 
1,224.614 ,000, Pakistan 173,593,000, and 
Banglade<>h 148,692,000. According to an 
estimate, C\ Tll Nepal has O\'er 28 million 
r opulation. Bhutan " ith over 700,000, the 
\ laldim., with m·cr 400,000 and Sri Lanka 
212, 83,913. According to an estimate, 
S ri l.anka has an estimated growth rate 
or 0.934 with infant mortality at 9.7 in 
I 000 and total f crtility at 2.2. 
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Afghanistan has one of the highest 
fertility rates with 5.39 and growth of 
2.375. Infant mortal ity rate is 149.2clcaths 
in 1000. Bhutan's growth rate is 1.201 \\'ith 
total fertility 2.2 and infant mortality 
44.48 per 1000. Thc populatio n growth 
of Bangladcsh is 1.566 with 2.6 fertility 
and infant mortality 50.73 in 1000. 
Pakistan's growth rate is 1.573 with 3.J7 
fertility and children and infant 
mortaUty 66.26 per 1000 . • epal's growth 
is at 1.596, krtility 2.47 child ren, infant 
mortalit}' 44.54 and the \ laldi\'eS has 
gro\\-ch at 0.151 and infant mortality 
27.45, with total fcrtility 1.81. lnclia's 
population gro\\ th is 1.3-1-4, infant 
mortality ..J-7.57 and fertility 2.62 
c hi ldren. 

According to the data, the Maldi,·cs 
has 400,000estimatccl population of the 
country. Similarly, Afghanistan, 298, 
35392, has the highest maternal 
mortality rate and high fertility rate. Sri 
Lanka is one of the coun tries in the 
region \\'hich is heading to negative 
growth.All these countries have been 
!'acing s imilar problems. The world 
population will bit 7 billion this year and 
w ill add 2.3 billion more by 2050, 
according to US researchers. As the 
population management becomes a 
major challenge, there is the need of 
strong political commitments and 
adequate funding to tackle it. Recent 
studies point out that nearly all of the 
2.3 billion projected increases will be in 
the less developed regions, with nearly 
half in.Afri.ca. 

These sizable increases represent an 
unprecedented global demographic 
upheaval, according to David Bloom, 
C larence James Gamble Professor o f 
[conomics and Demography at the 
llarvard School of Pu blic Health, in a 
review article published in Science on 
July 29, 2011. 

Tl1e world's population has grown 
slowly fo r most ofhumanhistory.lt took 
untill800 for the population to hit 1 
billion. However, iJ1 the past half century, 
population jumped from 3 to 7 billion. 
In Oll,approximatcly l35 million people 
will be born and 57 milhon will die with 
a net increase of 78 million people. 

Already strained, many developing 
countries willlil<cly face t remendous 
difficulties in supplying food, water, 

Growing Child Population 

housing, and energy to thcir growing people," said 8hagabati Shedhai and Tej t.. 
populations, with repercussions for Ac.lhikari presenting their views. 
health., security, and economic grmvrh. The current trends ha,·era.iscd critical 

\.Vhilc t he percentage of elderly questions about how nadonscanclevelop 
people in nearly every nation is growing, policies that best support public health 
this aging trend is particularly stark in and economic well being in large and 
parts of Asia. growing populations at older ages and 

Projections indicate that the portion adolescence. The time has come to act 
of the population age 65 and older will now. Thelongcrtheg<wemments waitto 
more than t riple in China, anc.ll ndia. This respond, the more constrained thci r 
demograph ic shift is coinciding with choices will be."Governments in the 
dramatic economic and social changes South need to stress inter sectoral 
in Asia, in c luding c hangi ng family collaboration rorquality of Reproductive 
structures and large-scale migrations Health and Family PlanningpoUcies and 
from rural to urban areas. The two-day programs. There is also the need of a 
regional consultation, among othe rs, mechanism to monitor, implement and 
discussed the key issues like fertility develop programs for unmet needs of 
trend analysis, age at marriage, sexual con traceptives as well as family 
and reprod uctive heal th behavior o[ pJanning,'' said Shiv Khare, executive 
adolescents and young people, director of Bangkok based AFPPD. ' 
co ntraceptive prevalence rates, South Asian countries still have time 
reproductive health and fami ly planning to determine t he best ways to respond tO 
needs of poorer segments of the the unfolding demographic 
population, policy changes and their transformation but they need to act."We 
implications. need to have a collective voice in the 

"The speakers highlighted the lack parliament to raise the issues of family 
ofappropriatcpoUciestomeetthe needs planning," said Norbu Wangzom , 
of the young people in th e areas of memberof t ationalAssemblyofBhutan. 
sexual, reproductive health and rights. Members of parliament, policy makers 
They also eli scusscd ineffective and govern menc officials agree that the 
decentralization and devolution of power prec;em success, vvhateYer little it may be, 
for family pl.anning and reproductive in demographic transition needs to be 
health and gap between policies/laws backed l1y st ro ng family plann in g 
and family planning and reproductive programs in reproductive health sector. 
health programs especially for young This requires investment.• 
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Nepal On The Brink, Again 
By ASHOK K MEHTA 

:\'epal has hit a new crisis, dlis time 

not over the extension of the Constituent 

Assembly w hich is 28 clays away but over 

the continuation of the five -month-old 

Government led by Prime t\ I i nister J hal a 

Nath Khanal and supported by the 

Maoists. Nepali politics has dug itself 

deeper into a hole. The threat by Maoist 

leader Pushpa Kamal Dahal, better 

known as Prachanda, of withdrawing 

support made Mr l<hanal hurriedly fall 

in line, accepting Maoist d iktat in 

ddiance of his parry high command and 

the five point agreement. He has bought 

time and, as the logjam following former 

Prime \ilinister Nladhav Kumar '\Jepal's 

resignation sho\\'s, finding a new Prime 

Minister is a divine challenge for the 

ConstilUent Assembly_ 

'Oltl' :-Jepal's transfonnation to 'New' 

'\epal has hit a pause button. But the 

transrormation of erstwhi le Maoist 

guerrillas who sec t hemselves as the flag

bearer<; of this change into a c.lemocratic 

political entity has made some progress. 

Out of power s ince May 2009, fresh 

churning oft he party has thrown up new 

challenges and opportunities. The 

appetite for power and the lure ofloaves 

and rishes of office have driven both the 

behaviour of the Maoists and t he pace of 

the peace process. Despite the 

constitutionalt imcl ine of two years plus 

plus. there is little urgency over growing 

concerns of political instabi lity wllich 

has fuelled the economic downturn and 

frustration among the people a,,-aiting 

the Maoist miracle of a 'New' Nepal. 

As key drivers of t he peace process, 

~ laoists ha,·e only last month resolved 

- rather, patched up - inner 

contradict io ns in the strategic 

methodology of securing power and their 

percei,·ed prerogati,•e to shape the 

contours of'Nc\\'' Nepal Thcycnjoy pre 

eminence in the rcace process by virtue 

of being the single largest party in the 

Constituent A'lscmbly and the need for 

their political and military organisations 

to be mainstreamed. 

Maoists ha,·e been fixated on leading 

the Government to drive their agenda 

after their rule ended prcmantrely when 

un-constitutional means were employed 

to establish civilian supremacy over the 

Army. T he latest ploy of the Maoists to 

wriggle back into Government a nd 

capture its lcadersllip through a seven 

point secret agreement with Mr Khanal 

was foiled by the unimplemented five, 

point agreement which allowed t he 

rhree, monrh extension of the 

Constituent Assembly beyond ~lay 28 

t his year. Th e Mao is t s secured 

l'vlinis t erial be rths but Prac handa 

orderec.l Monday's reshuffle of the pack 

in order to 

p l ~·~ s c 

peace process by August 31. At best, an 

agreemen t on modality and specific 

numbers of PLA to be integrated is 

feasibk Separat ing \!taoisrs From its 

parallel anny will be a positive step. A 

stants quo on the peace process is not 

su rpr ising. Each of t he four majo r 

parties - Maoists, Jepali Congress, 

United l\ larxist-Lcninistand Madhesis 

- is deeply diviclcc.l; yet the ruling Ldt 

alli.ance looks strong, though addressing 

the peace process is not aprio rity issue. 

r-.tr Khanal acted in self interest. 

\iVhile the 1'\epali Congress and 

members of his own party asked lcim to 

resign in deference to the five point 

agreement to facilitating a national 

differe nt ·'*I!Mfflllill.llttl]l'=li!IJIJI!Niti811Jijlt.llfiiJ 
factions ....... 

'"'i+h i• st 28 days left for the third deadline for 
tion and drafting the Constitution to 

, Prachanda has said it is impossible to 

~u ... ..,.ete the peace process by August 31. of his IM.Iiiii.WIJIJIIMIIJIM!jM •• INI)fiW!f 
p a r t y 
accorcling 
to a new 
power-sharing arrangement wi thin the 

leigh command. 
\1\lhile Prachanda remains chairman 

of the party (and retains parliamentary 

party leaclcrsllip) he has been forced lO 

delegate his other powers to t he t hree 

vice-chairmen - i'vl r Mohan Baidya 

(organisation and discipline), t\lr 

Baburam Bhattarai (prime ministerial 

candidate), Mr Narayan Kaji Shreshtha 

(leader of the new l\li nisterial team in 

the Khanal Cabinet) and general 

secret ary Ram Bahaclur Thapa, head of 

the PLA. This is the first exercise in 

decentralisation of power and_ more 

democracy in the party as a quid pro 4uo 

for t he hard liners shelving 'revolt' and 

accepting the democratic political line 

for continuing the peace process_ Tllis 

is a Band Aid on the peace proce'>s. 

With just 28 days left (or the t hird 

deadline for i ntcgtation and drafting t he 

Constitm ion to expire, Prachanda has 

said it is impossible to complete the 

unity Government, Prachanda demanded 

t he reshuffl e to acco mm odat e Mr 

:-\arayan Kaji Shreshth a's team _ A 

signatory to the five point agreement, 

Prachanda is looking both wa}'S: But he 

docs not vvant M r 13abu Ram Bhattarai to 

become the Prime Minister of a future 

n ational unity Go,·ernmenL 

Mr Khanal is doing \\'hat h is 

p reckcessor, Mr Maclhav Kumar Nepal 

did- echoing that he will step clown as 

soon as a national unity Gm·ernment is 

ready. This will shelve the peace process 

furt her. The next 28 clays wiJ l be spent 

protecting the Government against the 

wrath of the divided epali Congress_ 

Nepal has tried aJ l combinations of 

coalit ion Governments except one with 

the two political ac.l\'ersaries, ~ laoists anc.l 

the 1'\cpali Congress, together. For long 

it was known that only a nationnlunity 

Government has any chance of bringing 

to fmition the unfitlished peace process_ 

).lr Bhattarai ha<; been articulating the 
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CORRUPTION need for a national unity Government to 

achieve a co nsensus on s ticky 
constitutional issues. Slogans Against Political System 

legal difficulties pcr!>ist about 
extending the term of the Constituent 
Assembly any further. Last time, the 
Supreme Court served a show cause 

Slogans against com1pdon often tend to destabilize the political process 

By KESHAB POUDEL 

notice to President Ram Baran Yadav for A group of youth and members led 
extending the Constituent Assembl}"s by Nepal's two prominent public figures 
tenure after the deadline had ex'_Pired. vi a dan Krishna Shrestha and Hari 
The Supreme Court has overturned a Bansha Acharya handed over a 
verdict 0 [ November 4, 2010 which memorandum ro secreta ry of the 
approvedtheone-yearextension and the Commission for the Investigation of 
enabling Eighth Amendment. It argued Abuse of Authority demanding stern 
that the interim Constitution had not action against the corrupt people. 
thought of extension beyond two years: The movement led by two public 
Except sLx months in an emergency. The figures and other civil society members 

received nationwide support. Naturally, 

and government officials on the charges 
of cormption. 

Nepal Green Party led by Kuher 
Sharma led the crusade against 
corruption and other many civil society 
organi=ations joined with them. A high 
b·cl property commission wasser up to 
check the property of the public 
officials. Finally, this round of anti~ 
corrupriondriveendccl i112002 following 
the dissolution ol House of doctrine of necessity allows extension of 

corruption is an evil Representati\'es. only six months of which three months 
of the society and it King Gyandera will have been utilised by the end of this needs ro be rooted came to the scene 

month.Thatleaves justthreemonths to out, with the sloga n 
complete the peace process. As Nepal has against corruption 

Surprisingly India-hashing is on the adequate laws to [oUowing his tussle 
decline. 1o one is blaming c"· Delhi curbcorruptionand "ith late Girija 
directly for the current political tensions a super body like Prasad Koirala who 
which arc the outcome of political t hcConuuission for was given a clean 
formations being fracmrccl irreparably. t he lnvestigarion of c hit afte r 
The Nepalese are happy that a new AbuseofAuthority Janandolan If in 
Indian team- Foreign Sccrctary,Joint to deal with it, 2006 by no other 
Secretary and Ambas.<;ador- is taking the political corruption ___ c_r_AA_s_ec_r_e_ta_ry_B_ha_g_a_b_at_i _K_a_fle ___ than C I AA chi cf 
crease.Thclasttwo-AmbassaclorJayant continues to ri se. Even t he Public 
Prasad and .Joint Secrcla ry A k hilesh Accounts Committee of the Legislature 
M ishra - arc both Biharis and the latter Parliament has been working to stop 
hasseiTed in the Kathmandu mission. irregularities and corruption. 

Home MinisterPChiclambaramtold Given the last three decades of 
,~siting NcpaU editors last week thatlack ex periences in Nepal, the populist 
of a stable Government had impeded the;: slogans of corruption always shake the 
peace process and enhanced security politicalsystem. fn 1990,oneofthemain 
challenges for lndia, especially of charges against the Panchayat system 
terrorism and fake currency. He ruled our was corruption though there was more 

powerful constitutional body than the closing the 1,800 lun border and instead 
ail d r . I . present ClAA. c· e tOr 1ts 1etter jomt management. 

Populist lcac.lcrs chanted s logans Only a national unity Government 
against corruption bringing a face 

has a chance of re\'iving the peace Pampha Devito project the symhol of 
process and restoring poli tical stability, corruption. Panchayat collapsed and a 
bothimperativesforclosurcofthepeace new era of mult i ~party democracy 
process and ushering in a 'New' Nepal ushered with Lhe liberal democracy. 
with former Maoist guerrillas However.theeuphoriaofclemocracydid 
transformed into responsible citizen::., not last long. 
soldiers and politicians. For this the Nepal's civil society members even 
collective hlessings of t he presiding bailed the violent Maoist movement as a 
dcitiesofSwargadwari,Manakamanaand result of scandal and corruption. The 
Pashupatinath will be necessary. And go\'ernmentintroducedstunt act in 2001 
Prachanda's good sense. making CIAA a body with sweeping 

Courtsey : Pioneer powers. CIA A arrested many politicians 

Suryanath Upadhyaya. 
Maoists and the seven parry alli,\11ce 

used all kinds of corruption charges 
against King. Finally, ).faoist, c ivil 
socie ty and seven party a lli ance 
overthrew the 1990 constitution as well 
a<; monarchy. Now political parties arc 
breaking all records in corruption and 
irregularities and Sudan scam has 
created a panic. 

There are widespread accusations of 
c(1rnl ption everywhere from member of 
legislature to ministers, political ;vorkers 
to gtn-emment officials. lt is yet to be 
seen what the simmering wave against 
corruption will do to the Interim 
constitution, or Constituent Assembly. 

As long as the country has aweak 
institutional mechanism, every drive 
against corruption "ill destabilize the 
political system and consliLutional 
process. Although organizers of ne"v 
move declared that they will continue to 
fight against corruption, it is unclear 
where this campaign will end. • 
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Lost In Rhetoric 
~ By TROY EDTGE 

Democracy came to cpal as a bitter they have a less~than-perfect record in for almost five years without any stared 
victory. After ten years of The 1epalese contributing to rhe peace process, which goal or purpose doesn't seem to have 
Civil \ Var (dubbed the People's \ Var is at the crux of the constimtion that swayed the soldiers however.\ Vhenasked 
by the \ laoists) and the death of almost e\·eryonc is waiting for. Janardan Sharma, why they joined the armed stmggle in 
15000, the Comprehensive Peace an ex-commander who has shed his the first place, they talk about 
Agreement fi.,ally brought peace and weapons in favour of joining political democracy and equality, echoing the 
dcmocraC}' m the country at great cost. ranks and is now a member of the Special rhetoric of their leaders. And perhaps 
Perhaps the N'laoi~ts were alone when Committee for Peace and Reintegration, unsurprisingly they also express their 
they prompted the \~olent rc\·olt. but they attributes the lack of progress to readiness to (ight once more "for the 
proved that they had the country's disagreements between the pol itica l people". 
support when monarchy was aholished parries. Remaining loyal to the fnmil iar The CPA has clearly stripped the 
bypopularvote. That momentum however line of rhetoric, he also Lmclerscores peace [>LA of its functionality and much of its 
bas now been long lnst. and very little and advancing the interests of Nepali ca pacity, but of course it is almost 
progress has bee n made s ince the people as their u.l timate objective, but impossible LO make a Maoist admit tllis 
signing of the CPA. Now with only fact . Considering that the CPA is 
a few weeks left until the dead line a legally binding document, the 
for the const itution, many wonder peace process should be settled 
whether it is going to end up as once and for all. Behind the scenes 
an empty promise. howeYer, there seems to be further 

Democracy. equality and strategy at work. As stated abm·e, 
freedom arc often trumpeted as UCP Maoist is trying to 
goals that make up the noble ;U~:;:r.~'~'"" strengthen its stock in the 
ideal of the :--taoists. Lf they really political arena. But it also has the 
mean these, there is a clear lack possession of a wildcard in the 
of disparity bet ween their words form of the PLA EYen though they 
and actions. In [act, what the arc largely clemobilised, the 
\laoist leaders arc doing directly presence of thousands of 
undermine democracy. A 2006 comhatants who are apparently 
BBC interview with Pushpa Kamal ready to fight makes for a good 
Dahal Prachanda sees him saying bargaining chip. Unfortunately 
that UCPN Maoist wiU be will ing ________ M_a_oi_st_ c_om_ b_at_a_nt_s ________ for the soldiers though (of whom 
to work together with other most are eager to integrate into 
political part ies towards peace and makes it clearthat "not only the sokliers, the National Army). they remain as 
prospe rity. What h11s happened in bur the '"'hole people wUI re\•olt" if the pa-vvns at the hands of the political chess 
reality however is that the Maoi:;ts have above goals n e not fu lfiiJ.ecl. This is masters. 
made every extra effort to make sure that certainl y a sinister and sorncw hnt If uncertainty is a characteristic of 
they have a better standing than their contradictory remark coming from Nepali politics, contradiction seems to be 
eoume rparrs. The recent ca binet someone who is officially working fo r a cha racteristic of UCPN-:vl whose 
reshuffle. alongside the one in May arc peace and reconstruct ion. rhetoric and actions do not match ~up. At 
estimony to this. By consolidating the Sharma's words openly hint at t he this point, the .\•laoists have to make t:wo 

position of their political elite, the prospect of violence, but no one know~ imponant decisions. The first is whether 
Maoists arc contradicting their own goal for certain whether the PLA really will they will honour the promise they made to 
of putting an end to what they called take up arms once again. 'Witnessing the people and work towards a ::-.Jepal that 
~rcudal rule". If they had any sort of life at one of the cantonments makes promotes democracy and equality. The 
political credibility and social capital things even more confusing. The army second and equally important one is 
fh•e years ago, they have nO\\ run out of whose actions contributed to the\ laoists whctherthey will make a truecommitmem 
both. ,\!though August 31 signifies the gaining political recognition is now not to peace and disarmament, which is an 
end of the constiwtional period, the much more than a band of clemobilisecl issue that must be settled before any 
~1aoists seem to be set to dominate the troops. Their weapons arc stored and progress can be made in rebuilding the 
political scenes after the extended monitored in a special containment, and nat ion. Unless they make the right 
deadline. There certainly is no honour training i.s limited to two hours of decbion~. the vlaoists will lose whatever is 
in preserving power thrm1gh non- physical exercise at dawn. After sunrise, lcftofthcirstandingwiththeirsupporters. 
democratic means. soldiers change into plainclothes and the Whether they will lose their political 

There is no honnur in not keeping a cantonment resem bles an ordinary standing is another question, for the 
promise either. Even thoLJgh UCPl'H,,l village, with the except ion o r armed democracy that was won at such a high 
has promised to pursue peaceful vvays, guards at the gates. Living in the camps cost seems to have already disappeared.• 
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Kulekhani High Dam Was In Danger Of Collapse 
By DR. AB THAPA 

The KuJel< h ani high da m was in danger of being news that the Kulekhani high clam might be on the brin k of 
con1 pletcly washed away just a few years afterthe completion collapse. At thattime 1 was in theM in is try of W ater Resources. 
of its construction. Implementation of ex tensive c ivil Looming Dam Disaster 
cnginccri ng works in a very shon period based on the Canadian Water Resources expert Dr. John Cooper had 
recommendation of a panel of rop geotechnical experts from reponed after his visi t to the project site that deep cracks 
four different countries, \'iz rhe USA, Canada, Australia and threaternng to be extremely dangerous for the safety of the 
.Japan helped to pre,·ent the disasterthat could ha\-e resulted high dam ha"e already dc,·eloped O\'er a large area just 
in man}' thousands of deaths apart from plunging the entire upstream dam around the intake structures. it was feared that 
country into economic despair. liow the Kulckhani dam was a very large mass of t he right bank would slide and plunge into 
on the brink of collapse must serve as a lesson to our policy the reservoir t riggering rhe giant waves overtopping the 
makers and planners. We can learn from it that even minor earthen core dam. It became ob,•ious that the Kulekhani clam 
Ltpses in implementation of high dam projects could have was almost certain to collapse if prompt action is not taken ro 
d isastrous consequences for the cnti rc country. com plcte the necessary engi neering works in time beFore the 
Problematic Geology onset of the coming monsoon season to prevent the dam 

Government \•vas about to tal<c the decision to implement fai I ure. A similar type of rock sliding into the reservoir had 
the Kulckhani hjgh dam hydropower project. ltwas a time when resulted in 1963 Vaiont Dam disaster in Italy. 
a few }1Carsearlier theworldwa~terriblyshakenby t\Yo major The gruesome news about the imminent danger of dam 
high dam disasters. In December 1959 the\ lalpasset Dam built disaster quickly spread and it was wieldy covered in local 
in !"ranee had collapsed. Similarly, in 1963 in Italy the Vaiont ne\\'spapers. Foreign experts and donor agencies operatin 
Dam disaster was in Nepal also were 
accompanied with a 200 perplexed by this latest 
feet high wall of water c.lc\'dopment in Nepal. 
i>wccping i.nto dovvnstre"am Some foreign agencies 
\'i ll ages, wiping out appeared to have even 
C\'crytb.inginitspath. Both started to sound out our 
disasters were consequent government on the 
upon poor geology. question of relocation of 

At that time I was not people at great risk in the 
vet associated with the C\'ent of dam failure. 
then t\linistry of \Vater Ironic Twist to the 
Resources though I used Event 
to take a great deal of I , who had been 
interest i.n hydropower blamed for mis.leading 
ci\' il engineering the government hy 
problcmsofour country. l publishing ar ticle ahout 
got the impression that the geology of the Kulekhani dam the poor geology of the dam site, had to tal<e the initiative on 
al'ea could be problematic based on general study of the project hehal f of the Water Resources .tvl in isn·y to help the rop 
reponsanclsitevisit. lpublishedabout itinourdailynev,rspaper foreig n experts to draw plans to prevent dam disaster 
u The Rising Nepal~. consequent upon the poor geology of dam site. 
Storm of Criticism Anyone \'i.siting the Kulekhani dam site can e\·en now sed 

Publication of my article to my great astonishment was met the extensh·e works carried out to prevent the dam failure. 
by a storm of \\-idespread criticism. [ven the newspaper like The intake and its surroundings have been anchored by long 
"Times of India" had reported that our government cables to prevent them from sliding into the reservoir. Large 
establishments as well as the \tV oriel Bank authorities in areas have been cleared ofloosc overburdens. Special drainage 
Washington were terribly concerned about the issue raised in tunnels have been provided to prevent the landslides. 
my artidc. Government had even published a statement to Conclus ion 
rcpud i ate m }' vievvpoint on geology of K u lc khani. Government At p resc nt our country is h eacl in g For the i.m p lemen tation 
roo had good reason to be confidcntaboutthccorrectnessof itc; of the \!Vest Seti project that wi ll ha\'c a 195 meters h.igh drtl 
statement becausetheim·estigation works as well as the design type dam going to be the highest among this type of dams 
of that project was done by one of the world's leading consulting built so far, despite the fact that according to the article 
firm. !twas rumoured that some critics had not hesitated publishedintheJi\lfERl'\ATTONAL \\'ATERPO\\'ERAt\D 
e\'en to demand puniti\'e action against the publication. DAt\l CO STRCCTIO."\ journal by Dr. ).lartin \ \'icland, 

The argument owr Kulckhani high dam problems slo\\'ly Chairman of the Seismic Aspect Committee of the I COLD ( 
subsided and it \\'as almost forgeuon. Rut the Kulekhani dam International Commission of Large Dams) this type of dam 
geology problem was our of the public attention only for a would he \'U 1 nerable in high seismicity areas I i kc our 
short period. Some years after the completion o[ the project l limalayan region. Needless to !:iil)' that such gross negligence 
coni'ltructioo all of a sudden ou r country was shocked by the could be cl isastwus for our country. • 
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WB Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee, Gorkhaland Leader Bimal Gurung and Indian Home 
Minister P. Chidambaram 

GORKHAI.AND MOVEMENT 

Success Of A Sort 
With their demands accepted, the people living in the hills ofDarjecling 
heave a sigh of relief 

By UMA KANT A KHANALinJhapa 

W ith t he agreement to Form 
Gorkhaland Territorial 
Authority (GT A), the 
Gorkhaland movement in 
the hill district of West 

Bengal, that is, Darjeeling, has been 
suspended. The movement was initiated 
by Gorkha] anamukti Morcha four years 
ago demanding a separate state for the 
Indian Gorkhas. 

The agreement was signed on July 18 
in a tripartite talk with representatives of 
central and state governments and the 
agitating Morcha by home secretary of 
West Bengal G. D. Ga utam, 
organisational secretary o( the central 
home m.inistry K K Pathak and general 
secretary of Gorkha Janamukti Morcha 

Roshan Giri. The agreement was made 
public arranging a meeting in Pintail 
Village, Siliguri in the presence of union 
home mjnister P. Chidambaram, chkf 
minis ter of \Nest Bengal Mamata 
Banerjee and president of Gorkha 
Janamukti Morcha Birnal Gurung. 

Gorkha Janamukti ~ lorcha had 
ele\'en rounds of talks with the central 
and s tate governments. Morcha claims 
that the agreement is the positive result 
of those talks. 

The territory has three subdivisions 
of Darjeeling district. They are 
Darjeehng, Kalimpong and Kurseong. 
The same subdivisions were included in 
the Darjeeling Gorkha Hill Council, 
which was led by Subash Ghising. The 

NEIGHBOUR 

GT/\ will have 59 departments to operate. 
1 here were onl>' 19 departments at the 
rime of Gllising's administration. 

G J \I had demanded keeping T erai 
and Dooars areas in the territory but the 
agreement says that there will be a 
research in sL...: months whether those 
lands \\ill be ID\'Ol\'ed in the territory or 
not. The aclministrati\·e bodies of the 
territory will be elected \\ithin six 
months of the agreement. There will be 
fifty members in the adminisrration. 
Forty [j,·c ''ill be elected and five will be 
nominated. 

T he central and the s tate 
governments w ill provide a speci al 
package (or the territory. "\Ne are not 
dividing Bengal," chief minister of West 
Bengal Mamata Banerjee said w hile 
addressing the meeting in Siliguri , "W c, 
the central and state gove.rnme.nts are 
with you. You have to develop Datjeeling, 
Kalimpong and Kurseong. You have to 

support us to develop Bengal." 
Union home m1mster P. 

Chidambaram ad,·ised Gorkha leaders 
should usc the package, not misuse it. 
Other pro-Gorkhaland parties have 
raised their voices against the GT A 
agreement saying that it is old whisky in 
a new bottle. Central committee member 
of Akhil Bharatiya Gorkha league Pratap 
Khati said, 

"The agreement is the greatest 
betrayal to the Gorkha people. The desire 
of Gorkha people was not autonomy bur 
a separate state, Gorkhaland." 

A similar kind of agreement was 
made in 1988 when the Gorl<haland 
movement led by S u bash GJ1isi ng was in 
the peak. Dawa Pakhring, president of 
Gorkha Rajya Nirman Morcha, said, "The 
demand of Gorkhaland is not for mahng 
roads and buildings. But thi s is 
connected to the real identity of Indian 
Gorkhas." 

But Gorkha Janarnukti Morcha chief 
Bimal Gurung has said the original 
demand for Gorkhaland remains. "We 
have never said that we have withdrawn 
our demand for Gorkhaland," Gunmg 
told reporters in Siliguri. When asked 
abnut the s tatement by Chief Minister 
M amata Banerjee that there would be no 
d ivision of W est Bengal, he replied, 
"That is absolutely her personal and 
political opinion."• 
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INTERVIEW 

"Trafficking Has Been Increasing In An Alarming Rate" 

Three sons of Krishna Prasad K oiral a 
became prime ministers of Nepal. The 
family of KEDAR NATH 
UPADHYAY, former Chief Justice and 
the chairman of the National Human 
R ights Commission of Nepal, has 
s im il a rly contributed in the 
modernization of judicial system in 
Nepal. l-Jis elder brother Bishwonath 
Upadhyay, w ho drafted the Constitution 

of Kingdom of Nepal1990, served as the 
chief justice of Nepal's Supreme Court 
from 1991 to 1996. Upadhyay's another 
brother Bidhyanath Upadhyay is now the 
justice of Supreme Court . Horn i n 
Jaleshwor, Mahottari District, t epa] on 
Feb 1939, Upaclhyay obtained his basic 
degree from Patna Universit)r, India. He 
acquired his second degree in Law from 
T ribhuvan University, 1'\epal Besides, he 

completed a comprehensive course in 
Public International Law (inclucling 
Humanitarian Laws and H uman Rights 

j urisprudence). He is also a diploma 
holder in Air and Space law from tl1e 
Institute o£ \ iVorlcl Affairs, london (U . 
K.). Upadhyay was appointed in the 
present post on September 18,2007. He 
has a long career in judiciary which 
includes twelve years in the Supreme 

Court of NepaL He retired in 2004 after 
having served as a Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court for a period of fourteen 
months. Apart from being the former 
ChiefJ ustice and t he present chairman 
of the NHRC, he has occupied several 

important positions in the past . He has 
served as ajudge in varioui' Regional and 
Zonal cou r ts, Sen ior Governmen t 
Advocate in the office of the Atton<ey 
General and Under Secretary in the 

Ministry of Law and Justice, Chairman 
of Administrative Court, member of Royal 

Commission on Judicial Reform ~md the 
director in the Board of Directors of 
Rastriya Banijya Bank Chairman of 
National Human Rights Commission 

Upaclhyay spoke to SHRADHA 
G YAW AU at his office regarding 
human rights situation in Nepal. 
Excerpts: 

W hat is t he state of h uman rights 
in Nepal? Do you think people are 
aware of their rights and duties? W h at 
are you doing to educate them? 

\iVcll , lots of people do not have an 
idea. NHRC an d C ivil Society 
Organizations are trying their best to 
educate the masses. There has been a 
lot of progress in the last 5-6 years in the 
concepUlali=ation of this term. NHRC 
has started this kind of awareness 

generation through Sagarmatha FM, our 
own fortnightly bullet ins and other 
publications. 

How do you view the issu e of 
disappearances and abuse of h uman 
rights? 

I can say the s ituation is alarming. 
Howeve r, National Hu man Rights 
commission has been tal<ing all measures 
to reduce human rights violation. \!1/e 
have al ready reconunencled actions 

against those involwd in human rights 

~ KEDAR NATFI UPADHYAY 

ab use. The commission has also been 
working on issues of disappearance. The 
commission has been seriously watching 
the situation and taking necessary 
actions. 

!-Iuman Tramcking is a global 
issue tod ay, how do you view it? 

Trafficking indeed has been a great 
issue. Hundreds of Nepalese arc 
trafficked every year. Our country 
accoums for both internal (trafficking 
\\'ithin the country) and extern al 
(trafficking between coun'tries' 
trafficl<ing. We do not have an exact data 

b ut on an ave rage IS -20 th ousand 
Nepalese are trafFicked every year. 

What is the state of girl 
t rafficking? 

It has beenincreasi.nginan alarming 
rate and is a major problem today. We 
have strong laws to control trafficking; I 
don't think that legal instrument alone 
is a solution to this problem. This is 
mainl y due to poverty, illiteracy, 
backwardness and disc rimina tion of 
young girls. Unless these problems are 
addressed laws cannot make much of a 
difference. 

NEW SPOTLIGHT NEWSMAGAZINE I Aug. 05, 2011 118 



What arc the diffe re nt activities 

of the l\lfTRC? 
\ \'c arc no" on a three year -,rratcgy 

plan which coYcrs 2010 2012. \ \'c have 

yet to discuss this plan. Our plan" ill be 
particular!)' focusing indi\'idual and 

economic rights. 

\\'hat is your impression about 

e\ olution of modern judiciary in 

Nep<u? 
In the last six dccaclcs, i\epal hao; 

made a trcmcndou., progress in the areas 

of ruk of Ia\\ ,tnd evolution of judiciary. 

In the present context too, it has gone 

through a ln ng procesl:i. E\'cn 1 have 

served at variow.; stages ofjudiciary before 

my retirement as c.:hief justice. 

Where do you sec yourself a few 
years from now? 

Afrer rwo years, l plan to rcti rc. l have 

already worked for 50 years. 1 thi nk 1 

hould relax and look back at what 1 had 

been doing. I will also try and see if my 

experiences could be useful for the 

future in any way. 

What was school like for you as a 

child? 

~I y father was a civil ser\'ant. He got 

transferred to different places due to 

which I had to s hift from one school to 

the other. My c hildhood educat ion 

v\'asn'r very well p lanned. 1 did not get 

consistenr education. l jo ined different 

schools in J ales h w o rc, Biratnaga r, 

13enaras, and finally joined Paclmodaya 

in Kathmandu from where 1 completed 

my SLC exam inations. 

Of all the t hings that you have 

earnt from your parents what do you 

think was most valuable? 

llonesry and sincerity ha\'c been the 

rwo major things that I have learnt from 

my parents. It's hceausc of their 

teachings that I am here today. The value 

that they have instilled in me has proved 

to be one of my greatest assets all these 

years. 
You are at the age of 72, having 

had a long working experience, what 

greater difference can you make now? 

1 thiJlk I can s tU I make a d ifference. r 
am ready to contribute as much as l can 

to my country before 1 retire.• 

NATIONAL 

PM Khanal at Singhadurbar Secretariat 
-----------------------
BUREAUCRACY 

Politicized? 
As it is, the promotion in bureaucracy is often unpredictable 

By A CORRESSPONDENT 

\ Vhen Prime \linister Jhalanath 

Khan a) ordered chief secretary ~ latlhav 

Prasad Ghimire to summon the meeting 

of the promotion board, he reportedly 

gave assurances to one of the joint 

secretaries that he vmuld be promoted. 

vVith the initiative of Prime Minister 

Khanal, the meeting was summoned <lllcl 

15 joint secretaries were selected as 

possible candidates for the pos t o( 

secret ary as leg<li rcq uircmen t. 
When the final Jist of the candidates 

was proposed at thecal1inct meeting, t he 

prime minister's own nominee failc<..ILO 

get the promotion. A cabinet meeting 

promoted five joint secretaries ignoring 

the seniority lis t recommcnckd by the 

Promotion Committee. 

Out of 15 recommended hy the 

committee, Lalmani Joshi , \!Jdha' 
Regmi. Tulsi Sitaula, Bishwo Prakash 

Pandit and Suresh ,\tan Shrestha ha,·c 

been promoted to the post. of secretar} 

though they were in the fourth, sixth, 

lOth, lltb and 14th places in rhc scnioriry 

list. 

"There is nothing like this and 

secretaries are promoted on L he basis of 

their qualification and their 

experiences. There has been a tendency 

in civil <>en1ce to critici::e the process 

when some body does not get promotion," 

said a secretary on condition of 

anonymity. 

Unlike in the past, this time one of 

the most predicted candidates Dr. 

Krishna Chandra Pauc..lel joint secretary 

at Lhc Ministry of Soil Conservation, 

railed to he promoted to the position of 
secretary. 1tis reporrc<.lthatCPN- UML 

affiliated Employees Association 

p rOLestcd Dr. Paudel's promotion. T he 

cabinet a 1 so dropped Arjun Bhandari who 

was reportedly in the number one place 

in Lhe list of 16 candidates. Many see 

this is a serious blow to the seniority and 

working performance criteria. 

Bureaucratic values and system of 

promotion are gradually getting derailed 

in the country and the political 

m,meuvering and political affiliation 

coum much in the promotion to higher 

pos itions. "Nepal's bureaucracy is too 

mu~h pnlitici::cd; the norms, chains and 

seniority criteria are gradually 

bre-aking," said Dr. BhimdeY Bhatta, 

adm inistration expert. 
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PERSPECTIVE 

The State Of Flux 
By YUBARAJ GHIMlRE 

Indian H ome lvlinister P. for both lndi a and rhc US, since its inte rn ationa l donors and NGOs is 
Chidambaram has expressed his concern world view remainsunchangecl . So, the p romoti ng anti Chinese and Free Tibet 
over the prolonged political instability coneernsCJxpresscd by both Clinton and activities in Nepal, and has asked t he 
in Nepal. During his interaction wi.th Chldambaram \\·i ll he viewed in many government ro stop that. It is Ln the light 
newc;paper editors from l':epal recently, ways in Kathmandu. Back i.n 2005, rhe ofthese complaims that the government 
Chidambaram made it clear that the GS was a late entrant in the lndia~led has asked for derails of international aid 
uncertainty in Kathmandu has wider internationalsolidarity fold as it had agencies and GOs. Diplomatic 
implications, and India has reasons to reservations about \\'Orking with the missions too have been asl<ed to furni sh 
worry about the situation in a country Maoists- which were still on the GS details of their employees who do not 
w ith w hich it shares more than 1,800 km terrorist list - and since it believed enjoy diplomatic pri \'ilcge. About 50,000 
of open border. mon archy was a st abilis ing factor in foreigners arc estimated to be working 

It may be a coin c idence, but conservativeNepal. in epal. l:vcntbe UScmbassyis bcing 
Chidambaram'sstatement probed currently for granting 
came soon after US USvisas tosomeNepaliciti::ens 
Secretary of State Hillary as "Tibetan refugees» The action 
Clinton asked India to isnotjustafollow-uptoChina's 
play a more assertive role compla int s, but is also a 
in south Asia, specifically attempt toaddrcsswideconcem~ 
Sri I anka and i\epal But that, with the authority of the 
w hat Clinton overlooked s t at e collapsing, foreign 
was that b1dia had played agenc ies arc using Nepal as a 
a leading role in creating pla ygro u ncl to further thei r 
a road map in November interests, rather than assisting 
2005, and tha t the Nepal's peace process. 
international community Cnina's new ambassador to 
had mostly gone along PM Jhalanath Khanal (Right) meeting with Chinese Ambassador to Nepal '\cpa!. Yang Houlan, recentl}' 
with that. The new identity-------- ----------------- told this columnist that as a good 
envisioned by them was a Federal Six years later, a politics of neighbour, it wants ?\epa] to be a stable 
Republic of 1'\epal in the place of a consensus, one that is required to draft and prosperous country and that it 
unitary and constitutional monarchy, a new const itution and facilitate a sh ould be able LO sort out its problems 
and its institutionalisat ion t hrough a smooth transition, is missing in on its own instead of depending on 
new constitution. The constitut ion is Kathmandu. Nepal's politicians have not others. lie also said China has no desire 
nowhere in sight. And the political flux only failed the people, but India and the to compete wit h India in Nepal. However, 
continues. rest of the international community as Chi na has one advantage over India: it 

On Monday, Prime \llinister well. Chidambaram was voicing that was in no \\'a)' im·olved in the poli tical 
Jhalanath Khanal inducted nine new concern. Mcam\·hilc, most '\;epalese change of 2005 06, like India and th ea 

laois t ministers into his council of lump India along with the Nepali \\'est. It onl}' appro\'ed the radica~ 
mini&rers, taking the total number of political player<> of the 2005 06 change change once it came into effect in April 
l\ taoist ministers to a do=en, ignming the forrhe current in<>tability. The worse, it 2006. So it has been spared the blame for 
d isapproval of his party, the Communist seems, is yet to come. For, the politicians the current mess. 
Party ofNepal~Unifjed Marxist I cnini.st who stood together during the mass Courtesy Indian Express 
(C PN U ML), and that of t he main movement in 200'5 06 arc a divideJ.lot 
opposit ion, the Nepali Congress. li e has now. The radical ldt has consolidated 
not onLy defied the instruction of his irs grip on power, and moderate parties 
pan y's standing committee but has also have been marginal iscd. t\ weak and 
dared it to take disciplinary action. divided Nepali Cnnwess is reduced to a 
Khanal had come to po\\'er as a stop gap feeble opposition. 
prime minister, but he has consolidated Thenewcb·elopment;, in '\epal will 
his position by allying \\'ith Prachancla. continue to he on India's radar. China 

The entrenchment of the radical left roo thinlzs that it has a lot at stake in 
in Nepal's politics \\'ill be a headache Kathmandu. It claims that a nexus of 

Are You In a Hurry for Suiting ? 

GOPAL TAILORS 
Is at your Doorstep 

Specialist in Suit, Shirt and Safari 

-=or All Kmds of Clothing materials and Supplie 
of School Dress and Office Uniform 

Khochapokhari Kathmandu Nepal 
(Opposite to Everest Bank) 

Contoct: Gopal Upadhyay Phone: 9n -1-4423412 
Mob1le 9841330970 
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DEVELOPMENT 

Gender In Emergencies 

Nation al and international mcdb 
have been highlighting the tragedies of 

people of ~epal, especially women. girls 
and children, trapped in natural and 
human made disasters including floods, 
landslides, fires, epidemics, starvation, 
ch m n ic malnutTition, and conllict. 

T hese are ca lled emergencies or 
humanitarian siruations. 1'\onc of t he 
phces could be \\ishecl to be free from 
all sorts of emergencies in the \\'Orld. 
Hoth natural and human made 
emergencies or humanitarian situations 
arc ha pp ening eve ryday in bo th 
developed aml developing commies. To 
some extent, these emergenc ies arc 
predictable, prc\'entable aP.d 
m.mageahle. 13ut we can't control them 

ll y. Hence, prc\'ention and efficient 
nse arc always c rucial 

everywhere.Nepal is among the most 
vulnerable cou ntries in terms of such 
emergencies. E' cry year, during 
monsoon, Nepal witnesses de,·astati ng 
landslides in hilly areas and floods in l7 
southern district~. where many people 
lose their li ves, family members, and 
properties. On an average, Nepal loses 
l \\'0 Ji\'eS a day from natural d isasters 
such as floods, landslides, fires, 
droughts, and epidemics (cholera, 
dengue,HfV and influenza). Like\\'isc, 
cMimated 3.5 million people have been 
struggling w ith moderate malnutrition 
due to food i nsceur.i t y in Nepal (NH P-
2011). Ukewisc, the far and mid-west have 
always come to the limelight in the 

due to diarrheal diseases. In case 
Kathmandu, the earthquake is the 

most dangerous rhreat as it falls in t he 
tenth seismic prone zone in the world. 

Regardless of t he nat ure of disasters 
and places, women always are at greater 
nsk due to gendered roles, 
responsibilities and expectations. 
Seventy five percent disaster affected 
people comprise of women and children 
(WHO, 2011). Even during disasters, 

women have to p lay many roles such as 
caring for children, elders. and injured. 
The social safety nets (celebrations of 
festivals, religious events, informal 

groups, networks, neighborhood etc), 

physical facilities ( health, ed ucation , 

communication, pol ice etc) and family 
hrcakdown (dead or separated) are also 
weakened and disturbed by disasters. 
They are the most \Uinerablc to scx"llal 
ahuse and violence as vvell by many 

names and at various forms. Most of these 
women do not know much about thclegal 
policies in general as well as responses 
to disaster. The}' .tre often unable to gel 
the information weU, consequently they 
are trapped by mental rressure as well 
as p hysica l exploitation. 
Sometimes, they arc tortured 
by the service providers or 
those involved in the response. 

This is not a ne\\ issue. As ~·ii;!i'or, 
gender is not considered in 
several other sectors, disasters 
prevent and response team 
members large I y ignore 
policies and fie ld level 
inlerventions to hcl p women. 
Nepal Humanitarian Action 
Plan 2011 is an ironical example of it. 
The entire work p lan is less gender 
resp onsive. Tt doesn' t give space fo r 
different needs, in Lercsts. aspirations, 
expectations and roles of 
women, men and transgender (gender 
identity) people. The work plan mentions 
vaguely, or doesn't concretely spell out 
right s of women, children or gender 
based violence. Unkss and until, there 
is a system to cxami ne the clisaggregatccl 
data of survivors (victims), i t is hard to 

address t he gender concerns. Even, this 
document has missed the logical links 
among the strategic objectiYes, ovcmll 
activities and outcomes for women, men, 
t ransgender and child ren . In t his 
scenario, how can survivors bencut from 
spending such a huge deal of money by 
various actors in regards to prevention 
and response of disasters? 

Gender Based Violence, especially 
sexual violence, is serio us and life 
t hreatening for women and children. 
GBV or SCA'Ual violence violate human 

rights issues as dcfi ned by national and 
international human rights instruments. 
Especially, these rights include right to 

personal secu rity, right to highest 

By RADHA Pt\UOEL L......-"'-"'---' 

attainable standard of physical and 
men tal health, right to fTeedom from 
torture or cruel, inhuman or degrading 

treatment and rhe right to life. 
~lost of rhe actors who arc im·ol\'ed in 

prevention and response of disasters 
s hould consider t he ge nder n eeds, 
in terests and asp irations as wel l as 
cultural norms, 'a lues and local 
contexts. If that is not done, another 
disaster or "orthless efforts, such as 
during the Koshi floods of 2008, would 

he \\'aHing. In the Dood response 
package, there was nothing for the 
mot hers \~rho had child ren except fo r 
sanitary towels that rcc:ci vers never used 
clue to lack of knowledge about t his. In 
order ro avoid such scenarios as well as 
to protect the human rights of women, 
children, tranc;gender, elder, and 
disabled people, t he policy makers and 
field workers cluri ng emergencies shoulcl 
follow tools s uch as Inte r -Age ncy 
Standing Committee (IASC) guidelines, 
GBV Coordination Handbook, and 
vVHO ethical guidelines. A few 
organizations as well as actors have 
started us ing t he tools . The district 
di sas ter coo rdin at ion comm it t ees, 
women activists, and national policy 
ma kers s hou ld know abou t these 
thoroughly. The data management 
system about GBV needs to upgraded so 
the centre can collect them and usc them 
in an organized manner . Mass ive 
information , education a nc.l 
communicat ion are also equa ll y 
impo rtant in the response and 
pre\-ention of GBV in humanitarian 
setting. • 
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VIEWPOINT 

Need Of Victim-Witness Protection 
By REENA PATHAK BASHYAL 

A victim is someone who su ffers 
direct or threatened physical, emotional 
or (inancial har m as a resul t of 

and in the State Cases Regulation 2055. Resolution 40/34 of 29 November 1985 

com mission of a crime. A witness is 
someone who has information or evidence 
concerning a crime and provides 
information regarding this knowledge to 
the law enforcing agenc}'· 

Tt is a fact that\\itnesses play a crucial 
role in determining an offender's guilt. 
A study shows that every year thousanc.ls 
of cases arc lost on their merits because 
they lack a w itness. Th ere have been 
in s tances w herein family members, 
lawyers and victims bave been threatened 
and compelled to b ecome hostile. The 
prosecution in such cases rece ives 
continuous threats from the accused, 
and as a result, witnesses decline to 
appear before the Court. ln most cases 
1ictims become stigmati=ed and do not 
clare file complaints, fearing insecurity 
and difficulties at t he police stations, in 

T hese laws pro1•id e for th e t raveling 
aUowance ro the victim w itness. However, 
much more needs to be done. Besides 
these provisions, the l luman Trafficldng 
and T ransportation (Control) Act, 2064 
and its regulation,prol'ide security to 
witnesses \\'hile tra ve ling and in the 
course of attending the case's 
proceedings in the court. These 
regulations also keep the witness under 
police protection for a period of t ime and 
provides fo r rehabilitation at a 
rehabiJitation center. 

Realizing the ncccl of victim-witness 
protection laws in the counny,rhe Forum 
for vVomen, La 11 and Development 
(F\VLD) has filed a \\ rit petition before 
the Supreme Coun of repal. In response, 
the Supreme Court issued a directiYe 
order to the governmenL to take necessary 
steps ro prepare a separate law in order 
to cr~!lte a victim-witness protection and 

,~~~~"'~~~IIIJ!"''-'~-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~IIJ!IIl"-• assistance program. '; ru rther the cou rt 
I I ..... ""WI._ WI~V' ~~~ ... -...""' W ................ r .... "'' ... 

ii~Miill i ssued a w ri t of 
•• M.manclamus LO the 

.,IIJ1Jli!IIIIIW.IIIilil!··~~~~- Mini st ry of 

Ministry of Home Affairs and 
Headquarter to establish a taskf 
prepare an interim work plan on 
witness protection and to execute it. 

r. finance and Police '""''''- I lcadquarter to 
provide a travel 
allo\\'ancc ro 

the courts and in society. Along with this, go\'ernment witnesses according to the 
there is a rising trend in organi=ed crime, existing laws. The court also issued a 
human trafficking and Jrug trafficking directive order to t he Ministry of Home 
wh ic h worsen the s itttation. ln this Affairs and Po lice Headquarter ro 
context, victim-witness should have the establish a Las kforce to prepare an 
right co be protected from intinticlation interim worl< plan on vic tim-witness 
and harm. Tn addition, they should have protection and to execute it. The Court 
the right w reparations, the right to he also ordered a Witness Protection 
treaLcc.l with dignity and compassion, the Officer appointed, that a witness 
right to counsel, d1e right to be informed protection and assistance section at 
concerning the criminal justice process police headquarter be established, and 
and the right to prh·acy. that a 11itncss protection and a-,sistance 

Different countries of the world have committee in CYcry disrrict be 
designed their own l'ictim and witness established under the convener of Head 
protection p rogram. These p rograms of District Police Office. 
pro,~dc services to the victim w itness and I£ we look at intcrnat ional efforts on 
cnSLil"C that the voices and needs of cri me victim-witness protection, we fi L1d that 
victims remain uppermost throughout the United Nat ion~> Convention against 
the j ud icial process. These programs Transnational Organi=ecl Crime calls 
give information on how to get help after 11pon state partie~ to take appropriate 
vittimization. ln spite of the increasing measures to protect witnesses in criminal 
crime rate in the country, the legislator proceedings from threats, intim.idation. 
has not adopted measures to protect corruption or hodil)' injury, and to 
1 icrim witness, and there is no strengthen international cooperation in 
comprehcnsh·e law on l'ictim witneS'> this regard. 
prmection in 1'\epal. However, there arc Declaration of Basic Principles of 
few prol'isions reg•trcling witness Justice for Victims of Crime and Abuse 
protection under States Cases Act, 2049, of Power adopted hy General Assembly 

discusses access to jus tice and the fai r 
tJrca tment of vict ims. Victims should he 
n ea tetl with co mpassion and th c i r 
dignity respected . They are entitled Lo 
access the mechan.isms of justice and to 
prompt redress, as provided [or by 
national legislation, for the harm that 
they have suffered. 

Judicial and administrative 
mechanisms should be est ablished and 
strengt henecl where necessary to enahlc 
victims to obtain redress t hrough forma l 
or in forma l procedures th at arc 
exped it ious, fair, inexpensive and 
accessible. Victims should be informed 
of their rights in seeking redress through 
such mechanisms. 

In 2007, the U.~. Committee against 
Torture (CAT) expressed its concerns 
regarding the lack of witness protectio' 
and recommended adopting appropriat~ 
legislative and administratiYe measures 
to ensure that aU persons w ho report acts 
of torture or iJl treatment are adequately 
p rotected . 

So we sec that the Court has issued a 
remarkab le dec ision in favor o l 
protecting 1 ictims·witncsses, and now 
the question i'> how to implement thi:-. 
court dcci-,ion and create these program., 
and laws. This is all dependent on the 
,,;llingnes!> of the state machinery. St,tte 
should enact the law for the prorection 
of 1~clim \\'itnesscs. State should educate 
viCLims and w itnesses about the criminal 
justice sys tem, escorts vict ims anti 
w itnesses from the reception area to the 
courtroom, assis ts victims w ith the 
[>f0111 (1 t return of persona l r ropcrty, 
arrange accommodation and 
t ransportation services, informs victims 
and ll'itncsscs of the a'·ailabilit} 
witness fees and reimhursement of 
expenses, proYide counseling support 
and adYocacy within the justice system, 
etc. For this, everyone should take the 
nceessa ry seeps from their rcspccti vc 
places to crcutc the co.nsohd.atccllaw. 

In sum, the protection of victims and 
witnesses must he given top priority in 
our Legi-. laLii'C enactment and 
administrat ive policies. The State should 
de1 clop a protection program that 
pro1·ides information and support to 
l'ictims and '' itncsses. Presently, therl· 
i" fear and impunity and a 
comprehensh·c \\'itncss protection is the 
need of the hour.• 

Reena is an advocate 
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Bhotekoshi Hydro Power Project 

FOREIGN l NVESTMENT 

erican Interest 
. 

TRADE 

ministers , political leaders, senior 
bureaucrats and local investors." 'vVe 
received positive vibes from all the 
people we met and that has led to a sense 
of satisfaction;· lahari said. 

There arc di,-crsc business 
opportunities for foreign invest:ors in 
i':epal. The naturally blessed land has 
various uncxploitcd areas which can he 
attractive to any forcigninvesror. Sectors 
like hydropower, transportation, IT, and 
tourism offer big opportunities and arc 
preferable investment sectors, said 
Lahari. Besicks, the government is 
al ready in talks with American Embassy 
on the possibility of American 
i nvcstments in various sectors. 

When asked about the scope of 
foreign investments, Lahari answered, 
"The initial investments will beprimmi ly 
f oeused to tap the domestic market but 
in the course of time themarketsi.J1lndia 
and China can also be capitalized." 

Even as several industries are struggling to cope with the industrial unrest, 
American Chamber of Commerce~ India has shown interest to invest in Nepal 

But foreign investment, especially 
from lnuia, is not well received and 
<>up ported by various political parties to 

make Nepal an ideal in,·estment 
clc<itination. In the past, various issues have 
put foreign investment in jeopardy. The 
i n<>tant strikes and bands do not help the 
investment climate get any better. By DEBESH ADHlKARI 

u The recent attempt to sabotage the 
nccrtainpoliticscontinuesto Automation, Monsanto, and Bell IndiancompanyGMR(thedeveloperof 
steal news headlines and keep Helicopter. The delegates met with the Up per Karnali Hydropower project) by 
foreign investors at bay. Yet, a Prime Minister, senio r government Maolstshasraisedafeweyebrovvsin the 
delegation of the American officials, political leaders, private sector international business arena, sending 
Ch am her of Commerce in companies, and U.S. Embassy officials. negative messages to t he potential 

lndia has sounded a positive note in the Addressing a press conference, t he fo reign investors. But the government's 
midst of worries about the growing business leaders said that t hey would decision to protect the site by using 
industrial unres t and worsening studyto seewhichareaswoukloiTcrthcm armed perso nn tl mitigated the 
economy. advantage. situat ion. Rega rding this incident, 

A delegation from the American "Time has come to stop looking ar Lahari said,"T t was an un fortunate 
C hamber of Commerce i.n lncli a Nepalfrom theknsofconflictand start inc ident which has given the wrong 
~""'' ~ "~r·r1 a tnree-clay visit recently. The looking beyond political issues and start signals, but this isolated event shouldn't 

mission, the llrsr by a U.S. business rebuilding; time has come to change," be generalized and it does not reflect 
organization in 13 years, explored said American ambassador to Nepal scott the overallforeigninvesnnentsituation 
investment and trade opportunities in H. DeUsi at the press meet. in Nepal," adding, "We have been 
Nepal To explore the various business assured by the government to provide 

A US Embassy press release said, propositions, Aniruddha l..ahari, the vice securit }'to the investments and to take 
"This import am visit demonstrated the president of the American Chamber of care of the labor issues and strikes but 
renewed American interest in Nepal's Commerce in I nclia, and his team assurance only is not enough, the 
economy. Building on the recently- recendyvisited epal. government has to demonstrate their 
signed U.S-Nepal Trade and Investment Laharisaid, "I and my team members commitments.~ 

Framework Agreement (TlFA), the have been able to facilitate the chance Despite all the uncertainties in the 
Embassy hopes to expand the economic of exploring Nepal, Nepal is not a land country, Lahari assured he would convey 
ties between the U nitec.l StaLes and free of challenges and obstacles, butLhc positive impressions about Nepal as a 
Nepal." business propositions, viable and srrong potential investment destination to his 

Nine U.S. companies took part in the ones, can succeed here." coll.eagues and investors in US, India and 
delegation, inc I ud ing J ohnson &: laha ri and his team mer prime other nations. This has raised hopes fo r 
Johnson, GF. Hea.l t hcare, Rockwell minister Jhalanach Khan al, cabinet thcadventof theforeign investments.• 
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ARTICLE 

Caste---Neutral Provinces Work Better 
By UPENDRABAI-JADUR BK 

TheCA 'CommitteeonRestrucruringthe constiruting 34percenrofMagars. Lurnbi.ni- internali=cd 'Nat[on' in light of cultural
State and Disui.bution of State Powers' has Awad-Tharuwan Provincespreadsoveranarea pluralism. The article 3 of the Interim 
proposed fourteen provinces for Nepal. Eight of 15,000 square kilometers \Vith 3,765,000 Constitution of Nepal, 2007, has legitimized 
provinces -Limbuwan, Kirant, She rpa, populat ionscomprising26 percento[l'harus. that 'having multi··ethnic,multi-lingual, 
Tamsaling, Newa, Tamuwan, Magrat and KarnaliProvince,coveri.nganareaofl8,000 multi -religious and multi-cultural 
.J a clan belong to ethnic identities of indigenous square kilometers, owns 987,000 poptJations characteristics with common aspirations and 
nationalities. In the context ofMadhesh, two with 4 2 percent ot Chhetris. Occupying an being united by a bond of allegiance to 
provinces- Mithila-Bhn.jpura-Kocb Madcsh area of 14,000 square kilometers, Kaptacl nat ional independence, integrity, national 
and Lumbini-A wad- Tharuwan have been owns 1,151,000 populations accounting for 54 interest and prosperity of Nepal, all the Nepalese 
p roposed. Remain ing fou r pr ovin ces- percent of Chhetris. Karnali and Khaptad peoplecollectivelyconstituterhenation'. 
Sunkosbi, Narayani, Karnali and Khaprad have become one culruredom:inanrprovinces Inmulti/cultmal countries like ours, the 
have bee.n t raced fol lowing i den cities of hi lJ accounting with presence of hi II castes. ALl extreme level of segtneJltation leads to a series 
caste people~ The very committee had taken remainlng provinces are multi-culrural wirh of conflicts in the name of identi tics. Nigeria 
capability and identity as determinants of rcmarl<able dwell ing of hill castes and is asoundexampleof howethnicfederaJism 
provinces. However, it ignored economic inter- indigenous nationalities. However, they are paves ground for political and social divide. 
cooperation and capability, feasible sate of dubbed as pro-ethnic. Such etlwic biased CutTel1tly she has been Fragmented imo 36 
infrasaucrural clevelopme n t, availability of architecture of provinces will create hurclie to stares. In 194 7, Pal<istan sec eel eel from India 
11 a tura] resources and aclministrati vc detcnni.nc political status, pursuceconomk, in the name of Muslim identity. Even after 
proximity under capability. Another irony is soci<ll and cultural developme11t' for people [ormariono[ Ll1e Muslim country, Bangladesh 
that the committee emerged from eastern Pakistan h1 197 
had set up the OClate, Bangladesh is notoutofideJ1Lit)· 
provi.sionofhaving politics. fts crisis is deepening and 
more than o ne un foldingintooneafte r another. 
percent of The stared objective of 
population of t he t ransformation of :\epali patrimonial 
counny to get provinces. Sherpa ancl .J adan regardless of different i.deologies,caste and state inw federalization is to create multi-
provinces became exception to it. ethnic backgrounds. tLers of governance through constitutional. 

Sherpas constirute o£36 percent of 89,000 A provision of prhne rights on executive division of power and resources w reverse pre-
populations spreadLng over an area o( 5,000 ofrices o[ provinces and amonomous regions emi ne nee o[ a rflue.n r c lass in soc ia 1, politic a I, 
square l<ilometers w hcre.as .J a dan Province, has been proposed to concerned ethnic groups administrative and economic strucmres o[ 
occupying an areaoflS,OOOsquare kilometers, for two consecut ive terms whose name has governance. In Nepal, the spatial exclusion is 
ovvns 35 percent (Bhote-Lama) of 48,000 been attached to pro\~nces. Even the provision reflected through disparities in clevelopmenr 
populations. Limbuwam Province owns of'Specia.l Structures·-Autonomous Regions, levelsnw[ngto th.e remoteness and location -
933,000 populations spreadi11g over an area Protected Regions and Special Regions, specific characteristics. Gender-based 
of 9,000 square kilometers along w ith 27 paralleltoJ.ocalgovernments with aclclitional exclusi011is manjfesrecl in poor development 
percent Lin1bus. Kirat Province covers an area powers and resources are entirely ethnic :indicators for vvomen and the caste/etlmiciry
of 8,000 square kilometers with 896,000 centric. Some 23 dissenting op[nions have based exclusio n of spec ific tastes, 
populations' 'Nith 34 percent ofKirats.tviithila- been registered against the main proposal of communities, indigenous people and 
Bhojpura-Koc.h-l\lladesh Provinceoc:cup.iesan concerned CA Committee regardi ng such nationalities are leading to tow level of 
area of 14,000 square kilometers with impracticable fedenilization of Nepal. Of development achievements. To make casre, 
6,940,000 populations covering 49 percent of theJn, 12 opinions belonged to delimi ration o[ et.hn ici ty and geography issues less d i vi si v, 
Macleshis. There is plurality of Macleshis boundary of provinces. It is clear that such multi-cultural provinces neutral to caste an 
within the province. W ith699,000popularions, federa l anatomy [ar beyond the ethnic groupsshould be proposed Ln a range 
Sunl<asiProvincecoversanareaof5,000square interdependency or demograph y and of five to seveJ) paying due attention to 
kilometers inclurung 26 pe.rcent o[ Chhetris. geograplty,possibility of socio-econom.ieancl capabili ties as primary and culture, historical 
Tamsaling Province holds an area ot 10,000 infrastrucrural development, governance conr.inuity and etlmicity, secondarily. Dalits, 
sqLlarckilometers with 1,419,000 populat ions proximi ty to the doorstep of citizens and Janajatis, women,Madeshis,deprivecl regions 
sharing 44 percentofTamangs. Newa Province culrural co-existence >vill be sourceof etlmic a:nd others bave to haYe equitable shares i.n 
expands to an area of 1,000 square kilometers conliicts and political divide. governance, civil admi:n.lsrration,poUcy, army, 
wirh1,702,000populations sharing 36 percent Nepalisamulticulcuralcountry v.Ti.thmore commissions and constitutional bodies. 
oF N ewa rs. W ith 1766,000 pop u la r io n s, than 101 caste and er hn ic groups, more than Parallelstrucrures to local governments should 
Narayani Province expands to an area of 8,000 10 religions aml more than 92 languages. llOt be created. lt is necessmy to curb vertical 
square kilometers sharing 27 percent of From eastern to western ecological belts of ancl horizontal d iscriminations through 
Brahmans. Nepal, most of erlmic and caste groups arc illsticutionali::atiou of equal distribution of 

Spread over au area of 12,000 square dispersed, rather than concentrating within resources tO all people in a community and 
kilometers, Tamuwan Province owns 571,000 certain territories. The state of demography society, and redistribution o[ resources to end 
populations with 3 2 pe rcen r or G u rungs. correlates to co-habitation of several caste and sign iii cant discrepancies between peop I e. 
Covering an area ofl5,000 square kilometers, edmic groups h1the given territories across (BI< is a researcher ar Nepal Cwrer for 
MagaratPro\1nceholds2,0l2,000populations the country. C0nstitutionaUy .. Nepal has Contcmporw)'Stuclics,NCCS). 
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KATHMANDU 

Vulnerable Climate 
impact o f climate cbangc will be more devastating in the capit;!l because 

is already facing several problems 

By DEBES! I ADHIKARI 

:\epa I is one of the earthquake prone 
countries of the world. So. a strong 
earthquake: hirring it in the near future 
is a looming possibilit)'. Vvh,tt is worse. 
recent reports have: ranked l\'c:pal as one 
of the most \·ulnerablc countries to the 
impacts of cl imate change as well. 

Since the re is a strong link age 
between cities and c li mate change, it 
docs not come as a surrri:,e t hat Nepal 
is vu lnerable ro c limate change. Nepal 
is t he least urbanized country in Asia 
but irs rate o( urbanization is among the 
highest ac 6.4<)'o. Urban areas currently 
comp ri se 18% of t bc country's 
population. ln the fut ure, nu mbers are 

ted to reac h new he ights d ue 
U)5l<,CJUJI of people from ntfll l parts tO 

the urban areas and that could further 
enhance climate change. 

Urbanization affects climate 
change:, and climate change could 
impact cities, ecosystems and 
li\'c:lihood. Against this backdrop. at a 
function organi=ccl by UN Ilabitat, 
\linistry of Housing and Physical 
Planning and vlinistry o( Emironment, 
experts pointed out the need to take 
appropriate measures to meet the 
challenges. 

"Nepal has already imitated steps to 
reduce t he impact ot climate change," 
said Kris hn a Gyawa li, secre tary of 
Ministry of Env ironme nt. "The 
government has mobilized the local 

.. 

bodies to cope with the situation." 
Kathmandu, the capital of the nation. 

is the most \ulnerable city ro rhe impacts 
of climate change compared ro other 
cities of the country. People in the valley 
ha\'e already sta rted fac ing climate 
related problems, especially t he 
horrendous p ollution level. 1 he air is 
heavily polluted clue to inclu~ t ri cs and 
poorly main tained vehicles. The fate 
suffered by the rivers flowing within t he 
valley is far worse than t he air float ing 
above. The sima don of land is even worse 
and clue to vehicles the noise leve l is 
deafening. 

"Due to r ise of temperature, counnie~ 
around the world have been facing severe 
enviromnenral problems," said Andre 
Dzikus, Chief, vVarer and Sanitation 
Section, UN Habitat, Nairobi. 

Chief technical ad\'isor of UN 
Habit at Sourh Asia Bhushan Raj 
Tuladhar said that 31 percent of Nepal's 
population is living in Kathmandu 
Valley and population grm' rh in urban 
areas in Nepal is 6.4 percent. 
"There is rhe need to increase rhe 
number of programs to cope with the 
climate change in urban areas," said 
Tuladhar. 
Impacts of climate change 

Clima te change cou ld be 
devastating. Global warming is one t he 
major consequences o[ cl imate change 
and it could lead ro va rious major 

ENVIRONMENT 

problems. "Ri se in temperature related 
to global warming is associat ed 
with changes in rainfall patterns (such 
as less frequent but more intense rainfall 
events), increasing frequency and 
intensity of Ooods, changes in monsoon 
on and offset, longer dry spells and 
drought e\'ents, increasing storms. and a 
growing threat from Glacial Lake 
Outburst Floods (GLOF)," reads a 
statement in \IAPA (1'\ational Adoption 
Program Of Action To Climate Change) 
website. 

Ext reme \\'Cather events, natural 
disasters. change in level of water 
resou rces, increased risk in public 
hea lth, food contamination, cbmage in 
infrastructure and buildings are a few or 
t he major impacts of climate change. 

"The government .is now working 
under th e Nat ional Climate Change 
Policy and NAPA to reduce the impact 
of cli mate change," said Batu Krishna 
Urm::ty, joint secretary and chief climate 
change cli\'ision of Ministry of 
En\'ironrncnt. 

Climate change is mostly linked with 
ncgati\'e impacts, but, there are a few 
hidden benefits of climate change. 
Rainfall in the mountainous areas where 
there has been no rain for ages yields in 
increased fertility of land and could 
make life more fa\·orable in those areas. 

Furthermore. unceasing rain in the 
summer season could make days cooler 
and more preferable. Global warming 
helps in making \vinrer days hotter. 
"N cpal's urbanization took place without 
ad equa te i nfrastruc tures in t he city 
areas." said Suresh Prasad Acharya. joint 
scc.:retary at Minis try of Housing and 
Works. 
Mi tigation and Adaption 

Climate change is not an unnatural 
phenomenon. Our earth, from the rime 
of its incept ion has seen climat ic 
c h <~ ngcs in leaps and bounds . In t he 
beginning. earth's clim ate was 
supposedly not favo rable for 
li\'ing beings but gradually over rime, 
the climate has smoothed and turned in 
favor for the living beings and in the 
future climate could change beyond 
imagination. The problem is not rhe 
climate change per se, bur rhe 
accelerating rare at which the climate is 
changing. 

Along with evolution. living beings 
have adopted and coped up wirh the 
changing climates. But the rate at which 
climate is changing in t he curren t 
scenario is fa r beyond the hum an 
ad aptation cap acit y, so steps 
s hould be taken by the concerned 
stakeholders co mitigate the situation.• 
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ARTICLE 

Confusion In Economic Policy By Politics 

Norms once es tab lis hed resis t 
ch::tnge. T his seems true for an oriental 
soc iety like ou rs which is more t han 
necessarily circumscribed by inertia and 
~lacl<ncss.lt takes time for any new notion 
like the democratic republic lO n\)Urish 
in epal. 

Some puritans argue that people and 
planet \\·ould be better off \\'ithout 
politics and profit. Rut the progress of 
the modern world is not possible without 
them. Every aspect of society is <dTectcd 
by politics of that coumry. Po litical 
sc ie nce te lls us t hat a country's 
rmspcrity depends to a great degree on 
the quality of its neighbou rhood. But 
where i& the spillowr. and afte r that, 
catchup effect for Nepal from colossal 
growth in its bordering countries, China 
and India? The inherent cultural, social. 
political and economical characteristics 
may be upse tting the benefits on 
'leral's g rowth pat h. Even Ribar is 
growing rapiclly:l0~12% per annum anti 
T ibetan Plateau of China 

By T ANKA RAJ NTRAULA.._.......,._. 

foJlowcrs of capitalb m never hesitate co 
inher it Keynes ian prc:;c riptions 
sometimes deviating rro m nco-liberal 
approach. 

Tn Nepal. no political hope is upbeat 
because the country looks like mo'Cing 
to\\·ards becoming a failed state. Politics 
is in a bad shape and is likcl) to get 
worse in the coming months. The job of 
the go\'ernment .ts well as that of the 
opposition is shifting to foreign envoys. 
At present, in the process or constimtion 
making, several questions arise on t he 
issue of federalism in Nepal. First of all, 
t here must be nationa l debate on the 
following que5.L ion!> vVhat is 
fede rali r:.m? Vv'hy do we need ir? How 
many federa l states do we need? 
Politically and economically. is 
feclera}jsm ,;able or not? Basically \Ye 
need to look at the causes and 
cons",quences of fcderali~m. 

After its restoration in 1990, 
democracy was seen as a tool or means 

But. one clay, the Maoists too have to give 
up t his d iscrcditec.l political structure as 
th ei r object ive. Similarly rega rding 
federa lism. 1'-·laois ts arc in a great 
dilemma. !'hey arc the principal initiator 
o f federali<.m based on et hnicity and 
caste'> rather than depending upon 
economic feasibility. geographical 
location and other factors of undhided 
sovere ign \fepal. ;'>Jeedless t o say, 
\\ hcthcr the so called self-branded true 
foUowcrs of Karll'vlarxare following class 
struggle or GISt c struggle! Th.is is a great 
paradox nn t he part of Maoists, but by 
now, t hey mus t ha,·e realised t hat 
defensive battle is won by violence but 
the offensive one is won by ideas. which 
is conrrary to their h)-pothesis. 

It will be realistic for the big three 
parties to folio\\ a definite ideo log 
according to their conduct not accord in 
to their s logans. That means that NC 
should follow liberal democracy, UML
peoplc'~> democracy and Maoists - new 

democracy. But t hese 
is no longe r far from 
development. The urgent 
need is for the Nepalese 
polic)' makers to decide 
"hat sort of economic 
polic)' the country has to 
follow in tune \\'it:h its 

It is well known that there are basically two types of 
economic system-capitalism and communism. But it will 
be pragmatic not to mention about communism any 
more since it can be regarded currently as obsolete. 

are not pragmatic and 
sust ainable due to 
internal and external 
circumstances. Since 
the need of the hour 
is t o forge national 

political setup. 
I r is well known that th ere arc 

basicaJly two types of economic systcm
carital ism and communism. But it will 
be p ragma tic not to men ti on about 
communism any more since it can be 
regarded currently as obsolete. 

Basically, critics arc equivocal on 
terming Karl ~1arx as more of a political 
philosopher or a smtcmral economist per 
sc. But he might ha\T been correct in his 
historicity t hat 'every particular social 
system must destroy itself. simply 
hecausc it mus t create forces which 
produce next historical period'. 

In t he last century. imperial ism was 
dest my eel in continental Europe ,tnd 
rep laced by fascism anJ communism 
and latter replaced by democratic 
political ... yc;tem. If the prcscm ccnnnmic. 
crhis. due to global reccs!-.ion, ~1-,clls the 
end of capitalism, it would appe.u that 
c,lpit;~lism. in its Laissc~ fan: form. 
L''>pelially. had a short li rc. But "" "rated 
earlier, the room for im pro,·cmcnt Jn 
capita lh,m is always there and th e 

for achieYing the end which is to correct 
the social imbalances of t he past created 
by then Paochayat era. Rut the political 
parti.es deviated from their respected 
path. The political prohlcm with Nepal 
is that those hardwork ing lcackrs who 
toppled an old regime neither knew the 
complexities of conrcmporary trends of 
dc,·clopmental ideas. and, \\hat to do 
further, nor had rhc altcrnati,·es for 
globali=ation and capitalistic economic 
strategies. The 1\'cpa l i Congress, 
primaril y, a centrist party, ha\'ing 
democratic social ism as i t~ policy. lost 
its way and moved Lmvarcls centre right. 
CPN (UML) changed its ideology from 
guerrilla warfare towa rds :;o ca lled 
people's multi party democracy ( ja11ata 
ho halmdaliva 1arw1Jad) I he current largest 
party in the constitutional assembly. 
LCP~ ~[aoi:,t, i~ ~till lollowmg the .\e\\· 
Democracy Js it'> minimum goal for the 
time being and .1chienng communism 
as its lLHlg term :o.Lr.tleg). ror reali::ation 
of this ideology. it e\cn engaged in a 
long tenu people'& war f r\1111 1996 LO 2006. 

consensus on all 
fronts, the hcst alternative for all three is 
to fo ll ow a common course, which is 
social c.lemoeracy with the real istic roles 
(or both t he state and market . Th.is can 
be their combined mean to achieve in 
making an c4 uitable and just society 
"hatc,•cr may be written as the guiding 
principles in their manifesto or no mauer 
what they ha,·e ended up ";th when the• 
are in the gO\·ernment. 1f these big tluc~: 
can unite. the past has shown that they 
hac.l abolished monarchy, when they did 
not, they could not sack an army ch.id! 

The need of the present moment is to 
narrow the ideological and behavioural 
gap hctwL:e n these three part ies f'o r 
making t he cons titution drafting <1 

succe~!-. in the short run and ultimately 
t r ,msf ormation of :'-Jcpal into a dc,·clopcd 
and welfare nation st;lte in the lon!!,tCrm. 
In a nut shell. eLnnomically, <.ocialist 
par.tdigm, and politically. democratic 
norm-.. will he good for ne\\ '\fcpal to 

folio\\. So, get the politics right in order 
co ,Lehicve ccmwmic development. • 
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FORUM 

Nepal_,. France Relations: Historical Perspectives 
By KISHAN SINGH DHAMI 

Si.xL y L \\'O rears ago. in 1949, Nepal 
and France established diplomatic 
relations during Lhe Rana Lime, The first 
French Amba~adorto 1\epal Le\'i Daniel 
presenred h.is credemials lO then Rana 
Prime t\ linister t\ lohan Sumsher on April 
2-1, 194 9, Daniel was residential 
ambassador to India, On Vlarch 24,1952. 
Osrrorog was appoimcd as the French 
Ambassador to Nepal and India, Just 
after establishing cl iplomatic relations, 
the French began theirfirst c limbing of 
t\nnapurna I, taking Nepal's llimalayas 
to [urope. 1n 1950. a French expedition 
t eam led by !Vleoresh 11 arguog 
s uccessful ly c li mbed 
An napurna I. Hy climbing the 

ountain, 11arguog 
seminated the message in 

Europe that 1\epal is a rourist 
destination for 1 uropeans. 

\ Vith the official invitation 
of French President Charles De -~·~":~.~ 

Golec, resident f rcnch 
ambassador to India and 
ambassador to Nepal Daridan 
came to Nepal. Late ~ing ....-:..--
1\lahcndra and Queen Ratna 
paid an o[(ic ial ,·isit to France. 

at the invitation of late King Birendra. 
The visit was made in 1983. The French 
president expressed his commitment to 
continue ro support Nepal.\ Varren was 
appointed the next French ambass,tdor 
to Nepal in 198-t. Interestingly, mosl of 
the French Ambassadors did nOL slay 
here for more than two years. Some ldt 
even before that. In 1985, Barruaux was 
appointed as t he t wclfth French 
Ambassador to NepaL Dur ing 
Ambassador Barraaux's ten ure. rrcnc h 
Nepal economic coopcrat ion [urncd imo 
a new era. The French governmenl 
provided support to extend l(ohalpur 

A temple in Panauti 

Panauti \\'ere renm·ated and protected. 
Hmn.·,·er, due to political opportUnism in 

1epal, the French aid \\'as misused and 
Nepal's request for cash support chilled 
economic cooperation between France 
and the Frcnchgovernment,vithdre'v r:he 
support. Then came FrenehAmbassador 
to Nepal :\lichellummeux, an arr lover 
and a fan of wine, In his tenure, Nepal's 
an 'vorks were posted in various subways 
of France w hile he also introduced 
french wine to Nepal 

France gradually started to vvithclraw 
its support from t epal, ln 1995, then 
foreign and Deputy Prime Minister 

Madhav Kumar Nepal visited 
France, Just after that ''isit Nepalese 
Prime i\1 inistcr Manmohan 
Aclhikari paid an official visit to 

France. In 2001, Prime ~linister 
Girija Prasad Koirala also paid an 
official ''isit to France. 

After this s uccessfu l \'iSiL by-------------------

Ne pa l's King and Queen, the two transmission live and othcrtradc related 
countries agreed LO open n:sidential activities. Air France s up ported in 
embass:ies. On April 24, 1967. Francois modernizing Nepal AidiJ1cs and Nepal 

between the two countries, Had the 
l"rc nch company fa iled to get MRr 
contract, t he relations between the two 
countries would have furr:her worsened. came to Nepal as Lhe fi rst residential 1ndosuezBank was established. 

French Am bassaclor. ln ilially, the 1n May 1990, Michel came lO Nepal 
French opened their mission in as the French Ambassador. Since Galas 

rna ll otcl ancl laterthccmbassy worked as a first secretary in l"renc h 
to Bishalnagar.ln 1968, he helped Embassy in Nepal, Galas took many 

to establish the I Tench Cultural Center steps toex11and Nepal France Relations. 
in Kathmandu which is now known as He started French School in '\epal, 
,\IJiance Fran<;aisc. The center has more pro"ided \'ideo Camera to Tribhuwan 
than eight thousand branches all O\'er International .-\irport. C ndcr French 
theworld. Food for \Vork suppon, cpalcse 

In 1971, Toussaint '' ,ts appointed temples and many cultural places were 
second French residential ambassador renovated and reconstructed. In t\lay 
to Nepal. During h.is period, the current 1993, Daniel Dupont came to Nepal as a 
residence of French Ambassador was new French Ambassador along with the 
bought. Then, Max Dr. Tasta and Deloche invitation of French President to Nepal's 
De Noyclle we re appo i ntcd Fre nc h King and King Birendra paid state ' cis it 
<lmbassadors to Nepal. During Noyelle's to France. During Daniel Dupont's tenure, 
[enure, Frenc h president late Francis France continued food for work program. 
Mirterrancl paid an nfficial visit to Nepal Under this program, ancient temples in 

Alt hough th e hi s tory of French
Ne-pal re lations is more t h an t hree 
ccmuries old, this docs not guarantee 
that France will maintain its mission in 
1\cpal if Nepal fails to recognize irs 
comribulion If :\lepal wants to lu·l\'e good 
relations ,,·ith France, i\epal should 
respect its sensitivity. Nepal France 
rdaLions go back to 1650 ,,·hen a French 
scholar ,-isited epal. One can see some 
rrcnch-made weapons in Nepal's 
museum. In 1850, Nepalese Prime 
Minister Jung Rahadur Rana paid the 
first visit to France. French scholar Silva 
Levi vlliited Nepal in 1895. Silva levi \-vtote 
the Nepalese history which was 
pu bl ishecl in 1905.• 
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HEALTH 

Gout in Nepal 
T hi rty eight year old Ram Bahadu r 

awoke with an exquisitely tender right 
!Jig toe wl1kh wasreclancl swoUen.l t was 
so painful that even the weight of a light 
blanket hun. He mistakenly thought he 
must ha\'e banged his foot at ni~ht. He 
wa<. a general manager of a hotel in 
h:athmanclu; and ashe started out for work 
that day,he wore his shoes with great 
dirnculty and hobbled around the hotel 
\\'ith the h ig toe throbbing away. He was 

called ''baatb" in Nepali) is a very painful 
type of arthr itis ( joint d isease) \Vhich 
often starts at night and is caused w hen 
uric acid crvstals form in 

/ 

joints.Al thougb not always a reliable 
test, uric acid in the blood is often 
checked to diagnose gout. Certain foods( 
red meats, organ meat, fish.alcohol, 
~gedagud.is", and sugary soft drinks) 
increase the risk for gout.Eliminating 
most hlgh protein rood will help, but it 

Although the true burden of disease in Nepal is not known, 
gouty attacks . are common and seems to start at a younger 
age group (less than 40 years) in Nepal than what is usually 
noted in Western medical textbooks ( over 60 years). The 
reason for this predisposition at a younger age is not known. 

rclic,·ccl to sec the doctor, who after a 
careful examination told him that in all 
likeli hood he had gout. Some tests were 
ordered, and he received effective pai n 
medicines. 

·1 h is vignett e happens all t oo 
regularly in ~epal. Although the u ue 
hurden of disease in Nepal is not knO\\ n, 
gouty attacks are common and seems ro 
start at a younger age group ( lc<>s than 
40 years) in 1'\epal than what i<> usually 
noted in \r\festern medical textbooks ( 
over 60 years). The reason for t his 
pred is position at a younger age is not 

knO\vn. 

may not always be practical. i\ I any gout 
suffe;rers carry a llst ofothcr food stuff to 
avoid including tomatoes and spinach. 
hut t his may be scienti fically baseless. 
Some medicines llkc d iuretics ( water 

pill), aspirin, and some diseases like 
d iabetes, obesit y and kid ney problems 
may also lead to gout . So avoidance of 
t hese medicines and proper control of 
these diseases ,,iJj help. 

lf }'OU get more than 2 or 3 gouty 
attacks per year, it may be prudent to 
consider Lakin~ medicines long term to 
pre\'ent gout ,1nd other related 
complications such as kidney stones. 
Effecti\(' drugs like allopur inol for 
p revention of gout t hat have been tried 
and tested for over many decades arc 
a ,·ailablc, but t hey need to be used u nckr 
proper supcrYision of a competent doctor. 
Often just a\·oiding cerrainfood stuff may 
not be enough to avoid the gouty attacks 
that Ram Bah,uJur '>uffers from. 

\I any doctors think that gout ma · 
cause predbposition to coronar} arter 
disca<,e. The existing data is not clear 
on this. Bur gout is indeed related to the 
"metabolic syndrome" which clearly is a 
harbinger for heart attacks. • 

Gou t has been around for ma ny 
centuries. T here are pictures from the 
i>C\ en teen and eighteen hundreds in 
Europe where rich people are shown to 

be eating plenty of meat and drinking 
lots of wine. Then the nex1: picture shows 
a de,iJ like figure attacking the big toe 
of the indulgent person with a trident 
ca usi ng excruciat ing pain. Although 
othe r join ts can be invnlvccl it is 
c lassically the big toe that gout affects. 
Importantly unlike a nother common 
joint disease. rheumatoid arthritis, gout 
docs not simultaneous!) affect jni nts on 
hoth sides of rhe bod) ( bilateral ). It is 
usually a single joint that b in\'oh-cd on 
one side; and for doctors this unilateral 
mmh·emcnt helps among other things 

Q~dt, Q<t>l3dt 
~ QCQ._01 Q613dt 

'<i ~ c:r3l :;mQfi 

in. charactcri::ing gour. 
Cnut ( sometimes non spedically 
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