WORLD VISION INTERNATIONAL NEPAL : For A Just Chonge

SPOTLI

Oct. 21 Now.10, 2011 www.spotlightnepal com

sher Mo SALE. MEfISTOed,. e
Austrofio/Mew Zealond..

s ttprennaina Ll 3 200

.

e e T LTI

38
ol
o
1
=
o
g
&
(&)
<
=]
g
2
I
=

USA/Canoda..,.....

= USE -1
- USSR Do

t"\— PR L s T gy

L o St gl

Asean Countbris_ .
(o[ =l TERRS SRS

.

e IRS 3500
ees MU 3500




Bank of the Year 2010
NEPAL

AUIel STscHUC o [
NEPAL INVESTMENT BANK LTD.

With each award,

We thank the true winners.
Our Clients, Employees, Stakeholders, Partners & Regulators

Winning our 4" Bank of the year award in 7 years could not have been possible without you. We
appreciate your commitment and patronage.

With this global recognition of our service, performance and strong financial stability, we pledge to
strive further to deliver the next level of banking services and contribute to the prosperity of our nation.

Tel: 4228229, 4242530 www.nibl.com.np

AU SeASCHUT ddb 01,
NEPAL INVESTMENT BANK LTD.
Truly a Nepali Bank
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From The Editor

Nepal has been witnessing severe power
crisisaround winterand dry season every
year. The pattern over the vears shows that
thereisno casy and quick way to solve the
perennial problem of power outage, Purting
the political theraric and officlal preaching
asiche, Nepali people will do well to hrace for
power cuts ol up to 16 hours a day as the
winter deepens, Thissituation will conrinue
at least foranother five years, given the pace
of work needed ta complete projects like
L'pper Tamakosh, The annual demand of
electricity is increasing by 7-9 percent or
100 MW yearly. Yet the people don't secan
mmediate prospect fora respite fromthe
powercutsat odd and long hours. The only
solution will be to canstrict a few hig
projects by séeuring hupe invesrments, Since
Nepal's private sector does nat have
respuroes, the government neecls eo mohilize
development partners as well as the
miultilaceril sector. In this context, the
recently concluded, twio-day Nepal Encrgy
Investors Forum provided a venoe forall
stakeholdersto cometomether and discuss
the issueand find our ways to avert Nepal's
profonged enengy crisis. Asian Development
Banl¢ has played avery crucial role following
thedebacle of Arun [l and rescued Nepal's
poweesector frem fcing amore severe crisis,
By agreeing to invest in Kaligandalki A
Hydropower project, Asian Development
Bank helped toavert a majorcrisis. As Nepal
has been making efforts to reduce the severe
power cuts, we expect that Nepal Eneroy
Ivestors Forum proviced apportunitics to
deal with the crisis. This issue of the New
Spotlight chose to highlight Nepal's power
CTiSIS iR dts cover story

AsNepalese are celebraring Tiharand Chhat
We would like to wish all our readers,
patrons and well wisher Happy Dipawali

[ahheb

Keshab Poudel
Fditor
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- NEWSNOTE

India Pledges Rs 24.56 M For Sanskrit
School Building

A Memorandum of Understanding
(Mall} was signed between Embassy of
Inclia, Kathmandu, Department of Urhan
Development and Building Construction
(DUDBC), Division Office, Palpa and
Sanskrit Secondary School, Ridiin Gulmi
District for providing the grant
assistance,

Inadlelition to this school, two projects
In Gulmi District have alveady been
completed with Indiw's assistance of Rs 17
million, while work is underway for two

World Food Day: Berween Hunger
And Hope

The World Food Programme (WEPR)
matked the World Food Day by
highlighting the vital rale thar food
assistance plays during humanitarian
crises, supporting recovery in the
immediate aftermach of disasters, and
building the resilicnce that is necessary
to ensure [ood security.

*Across the world, we are the bridoe
hetween hunger and hope for millions of
people,” said WEP Executive Director,
|oserte Sheeran. “WEP is providing life
saving food assistance in the midst of erises
lilke the drousht in the Horn of Africa. In
countries lile Libya, we are supporting
communities that are striving to recover
from crisis, and in places like Haiti, we
eontinue towork with governmentsand civil
society to build resilience so that the
vulnerable are berter able to cope when the
next disaster strikes”

“In Nepal, over 3.3 million people are
currently considered to be food insecure,
and 41 percent of the population is
estimated to be undemourished ” said WEP
Nepal Country Director, Nicole Menage.
“With its extensive ficld presence, WEP in
Nepal provides food and cash assistance to
mare than one million people through food!
cash for assets, support to refugees,
micronutrient supplementation, school
meals and maternal and child health care
projects, particularly in the isolated regions
of the Mid and Far Western Hills and
Mountains.”

WEP s the waorld's largest
humanitarian agency lighting hunger
worldwide Each year, on average, WEP
feeds more than 90 million people in
more than 70 countries.

Eighty Percent Nepalis Use No Soap
To Wash Hands

Most of the communicable diseases
are caused due to dirt in the hands, but
many people have been losing lile
untimely for lack of knowledge that hands
should be kept clean.

In Nepal, more than 80 percent of
people have been washing hands without

projectsat i cost of Rs 28, 88 million.

Eecarlier Indian government proviced
assistince of NRs 3 crores for Rupandehi
District.

the use of soap; the reason is— illireracy
and lack of access to soap because of
poverty.  As diarrhea and respiratory
tliseases are caused if we do not wash
hands, it should be taught to children
{rom their early age right from the schoal,

I'he Warld Hand Washing Day- 2011
wits ohserved with the slopan ‘Let’s wash

| i i
hanls and protect oursebves from diseases'.

An awareness Progrim wits organized
in Jawalakhel by the Ministry of Health,
and Population, National Information
and Communications Centre and the
LINICEE, jointly

On the accasion, Minister for Health
and Papulation Rajendra Mahato said
the message that we should wash hands
should be reached to the masses
Thai Support To Police Hospital

Maris  Sangiampongss,  Thai
Ambassador to Nepal representing the
Rayal Thai Government, offered financial
aids in the amount of NPR 250,000 to Dr.
Kashi Ram Kunwar, Additgonal Inspector
Genertl of Police (AIGP), at Nepal
Police Haospital, to buy medical
equipments for the hospital on 13
Seprember 2011

In addition, Ambassador Maris also
handed over a mobile medical
equipment waorth around 80,000 baht
which was donated by the Mt, Everest
Expedition Team [rom Thailand
sponsorcd by Thai Beverage Public
Company Limited after the completion
of their mission in May 2011.0n this
oceasion, they also discussed the

ossibility ol seeking cooperation
Ettn'ccn Thailand and Nepal such as
technical assistance on medical science
in terms of short training courses,
Changu Sattal Gets US Ambassador’s
Fund

The U.5. Embassy has announced
that the Living Traditions Musenm s
this year's recipient of funding from the
Ambassadors Fund for Culrural
Preservation (AFCP). With a grant
totaling 595,800 USD, (around Nepali
Rupees 71 Lakhs) this project will
support restoration of the dererlorating
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historic buildings that surround the
ancient Changn Narayan temple
complex in Bhaktapur distriet, one ol
seven UNESCO Warld Heritage Sites in
the Kathmandu Valley,

Ower the past nine years, the U5
Government has committed 51,434,851
dollars (approsimately 10 Crore 76 Lakh
Nepall rupees) 1o restore and preserve
eleven cultural sites throughour Nepal
Projects previously supported by the
Ambassadors Fund for Culrural
Preservition include the restoration al
kal Bhairav and Kageshwor Temples in
Kathmancu's Durbar Sguare, restoration
of Nag Bahal Hith in Lalitpur, renovating
ancient Buddhist chhortens in upper
Mustang, and continuing the restorarion
of Patan Durhar Square in Lalipor and
ancient monastery in Panghoche,
Salulkhumbhu
British Gurkha Killed In Afghanistan

The British Embassy has announced
the déarh of a Gurkha saldier, serving
with the 2* Bartalion The Raval Gurkha
Rifles. during operations on Saturday;
15 October 2011 in the Nahr-ce Saraj
region ol Helmand  province
Afghanistan.

Event Marks Adoption Of Legislation

The U.5. Embassy to Nepal, the
United Nations Human Rights Office
in Nepal (OHCHR), and a coalition of
Dialit organizations organized a special
eVENE Lo Hise awareness on the recently
enacted Casre-based Diserimination and
Untouchability Act of 2011,

Geoffrey Pyate, U.5. Principal
Depury Assistant Secretary for South and
Central Asian Aflairs, Jyoti Sanghera,
OHCHR Chief, the National Dalit
Commission, and the Nepal National
Dalit ‘Social Welfare Organization
addressed the event
UL.S. Congressman Jim Sensenbrenner
Visits Nepal

L5, Congressman Jim
Sensenhbrenner arrived in Kathmandu
todiy for o cwo-day visit. During his visit,
he will meer with senior government
officials, parliamentarians, and Tibetan
civil society leaders to discuss a range of
issues, including 11.S.-Nepal relations
and the protection of Tibetan refugees
in Nepal.

Congressman Jim Sensenbrenner has
represented the Filth Congressional
District of Wiscansin since 1978 after
serving ten years in the Wisconsin State
Legislarure,

The Congressman currently serves as
the Vice Chairman of the Commirttee on
Science and Technolopy and as
Chairman of the Crime, Terrorism and
Homeland Security Subtommittee of the
Committee on the Judiciary.
Congressman Sensenbrenner earned his
law degree at the Universicy of
Wisconsin-Madison in 1968, B
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Chandra Dhalal Reelected President

Chandra Prasad Dhakal is reelected as the chairman of

Global Bank. o
Meetings of Board of |
Directors of Global
Bank choose him as |

e W chairman,
Chandra Prasad
Dhakal, Sandip

Agrawal Surj Kumar
Shrestha ancl [
Surendranath Panta S8
elected as a board
dircctor unopposed by the fifth General Assembly of Bank,
which was concluded on Tuesday.

The General Assembly also endorsed the proposal of Bank's
board of dircctars todistribute 12.02 perceneage profits to share
holders. According to the hank, the profit will be distributed
a5 6.67 percent bonus and 5.35 percent cash,

The bank is serving more than 100,000 its customers ¢ hrough
its 30 branches. During the periad, the bank collected 16.32
billion rupees deposit and invested 13,44 billion TUPEes s a
loan.

Motor Vehicles Sales Down By 50 Percent

Businessmen brought various offers targeting the festive
season but the automobile market remained unrespansive and
dull. Bhadra and Ashoj are considered the hest for the sale of
autamohiles. However, in comparison with the sales of the
previous year for this period, sales dropped by half this season,
In Dashain, sales of aucomaobile generally increases, but this
year there has been asteep decline in sales, say industrialises.

In comparison to the previous fiscal vear (D67/68), Bhadra
of this year has seen the sales of motoreyeles decrease by 46
percent whereas sales of four wheelers have decreased by 50
pereent, according to the Department of Transport
Management. The effect of Auto show-2011 which was
arganized by Nepal Automobile Dealers' Association (NADA)
in Bhadra — targering the upcoming festivals like Dashain,
Tihar, Chhat — is also null.

Shekhar Golchha, Executive Director of Galchha
Urganization, accepted that sales have remained indifferent
despite the hard work done by the businessmen. He acensed
the government policy for the dip in sales of automohiles.
{Iarohar)

IFC Trains Poulery Farmers

[FC, a member of the Waorld Bank Group, is providing
training that can help small-scale poultry entrepreneurs and
farmers in Nepal increase their revenues and gain better access
to markets.,

In partnership with two Nepalése poultry firms, Probiotech
Inclustries and Avinash Harchery, IFC conducted a Training
of Trainers workshop for 20 local veterinarians in Kathmandu,

The three-day workshop included sessions on how to
strengthen management capacity by improving financial
literacy, husiness acumen, and developing technical skills
that improve productivity, It also included technical sessions
on poultry housing and brooding management, vaccination,
hio-security, and broiler diseases.

A half-day field visit to Banepa in the Kavre district to work
on brooding management was also part of the course. T raining
for farmers will commence from October 2011
Syalear takes the wraps off Honda Brio
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The wraps are off the much-awaited small car from Honda,
Syakar Trading Company, sole authorised distributor of Honda
for Nepal, rolled our the Honda Brio here on Thursday.

With this, Honda has entered the fiercely competitive
entry-level small car segment where companies like Hyundai
and Marurti-Suzuki have a strong presence.,

According to Syakar Company, the car is a perfect package
for new era and it embodies the hest of Honda's technologies
to deliver fun and agile driving, fuel efficiency, spaciousness
and safety. The car delivers a mileage of 18.4 kimpl and has a
turning radius of 4.5m, making it a perfect machine for
congested traffic. “With this car, we aim to cater to the demand
of medium class people,” said Syakar Company Chairman
Padma Jyoti during the launch, adding that the com pany wis
glad to present the car that was launched in the global marker
just 13 days ago. “Brio will help Nepalis realise their dream of
having 4 Honda ¢ar”

Un the occasion, Honda Siel Cars India Director-Sales and
Markering Seki Inaba said the car was specifically designed
for the Asian market, “Our commitment to the Nepali and
Asian markets is visible as the car has been launched here
shortly after its global launch and the machine has heen
designed as per the requirement of this region,” Inaha said.

The Briois equipped with afoureylinder 1.2 litre i VIEC
engine which delivers a maximum power of 88 PS ar 6000 RPM
and maximum torque of 109 Nm at 4600 RPM. The five speed
manual transmission with optimized gear ratios offers excellent
low RPM acceleration and smooth high RPM performance,
delivering excellent fuel efficiency and nimble performanee;
said the company,

While still being a compace car, the Brio offers spacious
interior. “The car is small, but it hasa very good interor space,
Honda has squeezed each and every minute component to
mike the cara comfort machine,” said Syakar Director Sauray

Jvoti. The ‘Double Triangle Form' further advances its appeal. m

"THE GLOBE IS IN OUR HARD"
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VIEWPOINT

Bhattarai As New PM

LICPN Masise leader Buburam Bhartarai finally succeeded-in
becoming the Prime Minister of this counery by deleating Ramchandra
Poudyal, Nepali Congress candidare; tolead the majoricy governmenr,
with the support of Madhesh-based parties that signed a four-point
deal prior tothe government’s formition with the Maolsts, Baburam’s
wish to lead a national unity government could not materialize as
senior leader Deuba, NCs chaice to head the consensus government
died nat budee an inch from the position taken.

With boch MC and Mamst relising to abandon their respective
starices apd UML indecisive as in the past, unity government could
not be formed in the 10 days period (7+3) given by the president
Confusion still abounds in the couneey and inces and inter party
wrangling has urrerly froseraved hard-hiccommeners thiar had pinned
great hopes on Bhartarai as faras work on peace and constitution ang
relielf to them is concerned, Prime Minister Bhatrarai has also
backrracked on his promises to have substantial task on peace and
constitition which he declared to accomplish within 45 days ol
pssLmpLion |'||.[‘~"l.1.'|.'1'.|n:l ot o trnsler Ay Senior government afficial

L g hLs

befare 30 days, Prabhu Sah, who was accused of complicity in a
murder case, and defense minister Sharat Singh Bhandan for his
alleged secessionist remarks, are the two ministers whose dismissal
is demanded by people and parties protesting in nook and corner of
the counrry as well asin
the partiament
continued o

resignation. Bhattara

must have realized by now that it dees nor take lonz for a politician 1o
| slicle dowen the laclder of popularity. Parties have demanded dismissal
of both the ministers as well as serapping/review of the four point
deal on the strengrh of which the Bhattarai's government wis created.

A strong section of LCPN Maoist led by influential leader Kiran
hias left behind UML party in organizing procest programmes that
included burning of effigy of defense minister Bhandari at several
points in the country. Is Bhattarai going to be no different from his
predecessors who did anyehing and everything vo ascend to power
and continued tomake lots of compromises therealter to continue in
power! This is the question Nepalese commoners are asking
themselves these days, The Prime Minister must be aware that very
powertul nations and financial institutions have been downgraded by
glohal credir rating agency in terms of their credic worthiness and
watchful sovereign people do the raring of leaders at the appropriate
pccasion without wasting rime. I is high time that prime miniscer
gave serious thought to this aspecrespecially in view of the face thar
heis working hand in glove with people that have tarnished images
and doubtiul oredentials,

Well educared Dr. Baburam must be aware thar China has already
replaced Japan s the second largest economy and [ndian prime minister
Dr.Singh recently spoke of the likelihood of India replacing Japan as
the third largesr cconomy by 2025 With a stagnating economy and
natural calamities inflicting serious injury time anc again on the
nation, Japan could be replaced by Indin much earlier than what
Singh has predicred. India and China are engaged in tough rivalry to
attain higher level of ceonomic prosperity for their respective nations
and the peoples. Some growth warchers predice that India's growth
will exceed that of China by 2013414, Hope our Prime Minister

With political uncertainty and confusion likely to continue, Bhattarai may soon come
[RERRE R Ie e Linder intense pressure from opposition and his own party to step down and will have
M no option but to resign little before or after 3 months in office, admitting failure, like ex-
[ Iem——— s nm Khanal, to expedite peace and constitution writing process,
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By DR. TILAKRAWAL

stcceeds in convineing his Indian counrerpart during his visit thac
they need to be very generous and magnanimous in helping Nepal
solveits coonomic and political problems: Inflation in recent times s
giving headache to Chinese authorities and they tend to be slowly
cloing away with its heavy dependence for growth on expores,
Noowithstanding these problems, China has acquired somuch strength
and stabilicy on the economic front thar discussions on prospeces of
RMB, Chinese currency, emerging as the global reserve curreney an
aaining momentum these days, Talking of growth in these twio
countries people often talk of miraculous achievements of some
provinces/states, the credit for which goes o political leadershipat
the state level. eis sabd Gujarar provinee could play the role of industeal
locomotive for Indin-as Guangdong provinge did for China in the
19905, The unparallel achievements on the economic front in Gujarl
stopeven political crities of M. Modi, chiefminister of the stare since
2001, From hurling seriovs accusations at him. Enviable record on che
ceanomy has been created alsoin Bihar, the most backward statein
Incia, where a remarlable growth of 1 percent his been achicved in
recent times; Law and order sitoation hasalso improved a lotin Bihar,
[amous until recently for notarions acts of gangsters and dacoits
Investors, loak for less cumbersiome Libour laws, pliable ronds, reliable
elecericity und o funcrioning bureancricy. These aré prerequisives to
investment inflow. Small
wionder Nepal is among
the 3 couhcries thar
receive  the lowest
quantum of foreion direct
investment in che world
toclay. What his been achieved in Biharcould be achieved in Madhesh
of Mepal becavse the two areas of these two countries have many
things in common that includes geography and colture, The only
thing our part lacks is selfless, dedicated leaders, Mobody is expecting
O Current prime minister to do what has been done in some parts of
[ndia because it is neither his priority nor his he time [orsuch chings
that require dedicared efforts overa reasonable period of time: The
worty is Bhattaral, conteary toexpectations, looks no different from
his predecessors whocould not provide evenan ioea of relief ro people.
During Dashain people had to pay more for rice, murron and
cransportation this time also. Toxic pas cmanating from mounds of
arhage lying uncallecred for days on either side of roads ar major city
pointswas another notable featune of Dashain. Low income pedestrians
had no choice but to inhale the foul gas made available in abundance
for free, What can be really expecred of a government that failed to
provide relief to people during Dashainand could not even organize
collecrion of garbage during that period? Even minor positive actions
on the part of government during that period could have made the
difference. No positive symproms are visible on the peace and
constitution writing front, too as serious misunderstandings within
and berween parties continue to persist. Senior leaderof MC Deubais
likely to organize a meeting of district presidents of NC o discuss
injustice meted out to him and his followers With political uncertainty
and confusion likely to continue, Bhattarai may soon come under
intense pressure [rom opposition and his own party to step down and
will have no option but to resign little before or after 3 months in
office, admitting Filure, like ex-pm Khanal, to expedite peace and
CONALILULION Writing process. W

D, Rl is CA Member and Former Governorof NREB




COMMENTARY

By YUBARA] GHIMIRE

Baburam Bhattarai's election as the Prime Minister was
seen and projected as the last bet for peace and constitution
making process to conclude. The international community,
especially India and the United States, were more convineed
than others that Bhattarai was the most competent among the
leaders in the country, and that the twin objectives of the post
2006 politics would be achieved under him. But Bhattarai has
proved to be the higgest flop, and perhaps the weakest Prime
Minister the country has seen in the recent past. However,
Bhattarai is not to blame solely for this.

Defense Minister Sharat Singh Bhandari refused to quir,
despite the Prime
Minister's insistence
that he do so, following
Bhandari’s statement
that no law could
prevent the secession
of the countey if 22
districts along the
plains bordering India
ever decided.
Bhandari has neither
recracted the
SEatement, noar
apologised for it His
party leadership has
firmly stood hy
Bhandari, Prime
Minister Bhattarai is

50

PM Dr. Bhattarai

Flip Flop PM

especially the Maoists, continue to orchestrate like the
Goebbels that the country is poised for political stability,
economic progress and permanent peace.

Prime Minister Bhartarai obviously will have no courage o
act against Bhandari, By not acting, he isalsogiving a message
that so long as he can continue in the post, he will tolerate any
kind of conduct and speeches by any minister even il that
means promoting polivics thar advocates secession, Opinion
polls clearly indicate that people have realised that the post
2006 political actors have tried to fragment the country and
create a social serup divided by mismanaged politics of
identity at the cost of
Nepali nationalism. A
recent nationwide poll
conducted by Inter
disciplinary analysts
has shown that nearly
70 per cent of the
people want to be
identificd asa ‘Nepali’
and not by theirethnie
origin or tecricorial
base Neither
Bhattarai, nor
Bhanclari seems to have
realised this

And aweal: Prime
Minister gocs to
Delhi, Mepal's

oo weak to take action
against Bhandari as for him sticking to the chair appears mote
important than acting. Action against Bhandari will risk the
chair. Coalition of conflicting interests, no doubt, will make a
Prime Minister prone to blackmail if he has the lust for power
upper-most in mind. Bhattarai has proved he is no different
from his predecessors,

Matrika Yadav, as a cabiner rank minister from the Maoist
party, yelled at then Prime Minister G P Koirala that he was
the ‘bhrasta sardar’ (chief of the corrupts) in the cabiner soon
after the Maoists joined the government in 2007, and could
getaway withit. Koirala did not take any action against Matrika
as that would have possibly triggered a Maoist walk-out [rom
the government, leaving the peace and constitution making
process shaky. v was G P Koirala who also presided over the
authority of the Prime Minister, Each coalition constituent
after 2006 April has nominated its leader in the cabinet, and
each Minister would be more answerahle to the leader of the
party he or she belonged to than the Prime Minister. Each
minister since then has acred [reely and nsed or misused the
[tind of the ministry concerned without any transparency or
accountability. Normslessness and corruption have been the
essential ingredients of the Nepali politics with absolutely no
accountability during the past five years of change. Politics
and political leaders—with few exceptions—were never so
discredited and corrupt ever before in Nepal. Bur leaders,
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important neighbor,
with no clarity on the agenda he will be taking up. How will a
country that exerts so much influence in Nepal's internal affairs
treat him? His own party, the Unified Communist Party of
Nepal-Maoists (LCPN-M), has asked him not to enter into
any treaty agreement with India, and not even discuss
controversial issues during the four day visit, Inclia has been
wanting to alfer any help to accomplish the peace and
constitution making process, but what will that mean without
clarity and consensus in Nepal Political parcics thar Incia
supported and trusted have miserably failed the Nepalese
people. The radical course thar the India-mediated 12-poine
initiative had charred our has failed too.

Bhattarai was the last experiment in pursuit of that course
and the destination, and with the deadline of 45 days thar
Bhatrarai himself had ser, a new search and review of the
euphoria driven follies post-2006 movement should begin
carnestly.

All acrars ar home and friends of Nepal abroad must realise
thar Maoists launched the rebellion against the stare and the
parliamentary democracy when the 1990 constitution was just
five years old. This interim arrangement that has complered
five years, cannotand should not continue indefinirely when
five Prime Ministers in as many years have only proved that
neither Nepali ‘s unity .nationalism, nor democracy and
political stability are safe in their hands.m




FACE TO FACE

PM Will Not Sign Any Controversial Agreement

As close neighbors, Nepal and India have many
commonalities as well as differences. This is natural lor two
close neighbors to have such kinds of relations. Nepal's
relations with India are always important. This is the reason
the prime minister is making all his efforts to ensure the
success of the visit. As prime minister, he is also consulting
with different polirical parties in Nepalubour his present visit,
seeking national consensus onall major issues. There are many
unsettled political and other problems with India. However,
the prime minister will not raise these kinds of issues, which
will create irritants in our relationships. Whenever Nepal's
prime ministers visit India, there is always a kind of suspicion
in Nepal. Prime minister Dr. Bhattarai will not sign any
controversial agreement with long term implications in his
VISIE

Since this is a friendly visit, prime minister De: Baburam
Bhatcarai wants to make it more like thar a friendly visit
Although there are many issues,
the prime minister will focus this
visit to woo Indian investment in
Nepal, During his four-day visic, the
prime minister will artend a dozen
of meetings in New Delhi with
politicians as well as business
| leaders, He will also meet with his
Incian counterpart Dr. Manmohan
Singh and other senior leaders of
various political parties. Prime
minister D, Bhattarai has been
repeatedly saving that his vision is
toeradicate poverty in Nepal, Thus,

MNepali PM Dr. Bhaﬁ.ami {Left) and Indian PM Or. Singh

By DEVENDRA PAUDEL

will seel a formal Indian role in concluding the peace process
and constitution writing, Itis a well known fact that Nepal's
Present process cannot move wi thout SUPPOTT and cooperation
{rom Indian leaclership. The PM will ask the Indian leadership
to play some role to conclude the peace process.

Since Indiais Nepal'sa largest trade partner and the trade
deficit with India is growing faster, the prime minister will
also discuss with Indian leadership to bridge this gap and he
will seek Indlian assistance in addressing the issue, Nepal has
immense possibilities for foreign investment and there are so
many arcas where Indian investors can benefit, particularly in
the water resources sector. The prime minister will request
Indian investors to come to invest in Nepal in various sectors.
Being aclose neighbaor of India, Nepalis yet to tap its economic
grawth. One of the main agenda of prime minister will be to
lure Indian investment in Nepal. The objective is also to
strengthen existing cordial bilateral ties: Another important
15sue that will surface is also o
transform Nepal into a bridge
berween India and China,

Nepal has been facing a huge
energy shortfall living up to 16
hours of load shedding, As there is
no possibility to meet this shortfall
immediately, Nepal needs Indian
support toavald power crisis, On
the issue of energy shortfall in
Mepal, the prime ministerwill seck
to import electricity from India. He
will alse take this matrer with
Indian leadership. India has been

he secks support from India for his
endeavour, As a former student, the prime minister will also |
attend a program in Jawaharlal Nehru University, Given the
fluid pelitical rransition in Nepal, his thrust of the visit will be
to get support from India toconclude the peace process.

The visit has many significant aspects for UCPN-Maoist
also. Tt will help our party to establish the political level
relations with India. The prime ministerwill also mect various
political leaders and try to establish party to party relations
with various political parties in India. As a capable leader of
the party, prime minister Bhartarai will be able to do so. India
is our [riendly neighbor and Indian people and government
always support Nepal's process of democratization. In this
context, the prime minister will focus to get the support and
cooperation from India in constitution writing process and
conclusion of peace process.

The prime minister has already made it clear that there is
no plan to sign any agreement with long term implications.
Az Indiais a key stakeholder of the present peace process, we
cannot settle the current political impasse without the support

and cooperation from India. In this context, the prime minister
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supporting Nepal in educarion
sector for a long time. At a time when the country does not
have an institution for technology, the PM could also request
Inchian help in sertingup a world class instirure, like the Indian
Institute of Technology (LT}, in Nepal

The prime minister will try to assure safety of Indian
investment in Nepal. Though there are certain uncertainties
and unrest in industrial sector; the investment climate in Nepal
is still conducive. The prime minister will convey this message
to all the levels in India.

1 can say that prime minister Dr. Baburam Bhartarai’s India
visit will be historic in the sense that he will project Nepal's
intercsts and Nepal's needs for development. As a person
having friendly relationship with a large number of
academicians in India, prime minister Dr. Bhattarai will project
Nepal's case and Nepal's interest broadly. At the same time,
the prime minister will alsowark to strengthen Maoist party's
relations with India, Prime minister Dr. Bhatrarai's visic will
increase trust berween Nepal and Indiainall sectors. ( Based
o his interaction with journahists). Pouwdel is political advisor to PM
Dy Bhartrerai




“It Is Not Bhattarai To Decide What Agreements He Needs to Sign”

Former foreign minister CHAKRA PRASAD BASTOLA
has been a highly influential Nepali Congress leader. Known
for his close association with Koiralas, Bastola had lived in
exile in India with B.P, Koirala, As a former Nepalese
ambassacor to India, Bastola spoke to KESHAB POUDEL
from his resicence in [hapa. Excerprsof the telephone interview:

As a former foreign minister and former Nepalese
ambassador to India, how do you look at prime minister
Dr. Baburam Bhattarai's forthcoming visit to India?

Well, this is a regular visit. Every Nepali prime minister
paysa visit to India as soon as they assume the post. However,
one of the significant parts of the forthcoming visit will be to
pave the way for minimizing the differences between Maoist
and India

Do you mean the visit is not as crucial as the media have
projected it?

One thing is almost certain thae the visit will change the
Maoist’s status of relations in India. Till now Maoists don't
have any relations at the political level. Their friendship is at
the official level only. Maoist leadership, including Baburamii,
maintains relations at the official level only, This visit will
help them to establish their connection at all the spectrum of
political level. Inchia’s effores will be to engage Maoists. Indians
tried o engage Maoists in the past also, but the relations
between them deteriorated following Prachanda’s step to
remove then army chiel Rukmangad Katawal, as well as
Prachanda’s choice to visit China. Prime minister Dr. Baburam
Rhattarai may try to create an environment to forgive and forget,
India’s priority will be how to engage Maoists and preventing
them from tilting to China and Baburamiji's clforts will be to
show he and his party are [riendly to India,

You mean the prime minister wants to change the
present state of Nepal's relations with neighbors?

Nepil has two neighbors, India and China. | want o refer
his term that his government wants “polivical” relations wich
India and “economic” relations with China. This statement
speaks volumes in the present context. Although Maoists have
been saying that they want to maintain equi-distant relations
with India and China, the question is how to maintain it

Is it possible for leader Bhattarai to do so, when a
Maaist group under the leadership of Baidya is opposing
this?

Frankly speaking, Baidyajiis also notan anti-Indian group
in the party, But, Baburamiji seems to be the first choice of
Indians. Far this, Inchia will doeverything passible to strengthen
Baburam's leadership. By strengthening Raburam's leadership,
Indians believe. that they can neutralize Maoist party against
China, At a time when Magists have been talking about the
need to improve the relations with Inclia, T would not be
surprisee in case of [ndian announcement of a major relief
package during this visit.
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CHAKRA PRASAD BASTOLA

What will be personal
benelits to Dr. Bhatrarai?

IFDr. Bhatrarai will able to create
some sort ol 4 conducive environment
to restore the relations with India, it
will have a psychological boost for
him in his party, This will help him
to gain in the internal fighting in
the party.

As Maoists are leading the
government with support from
Madheshi parties, will this have
any meaning for this visit?

Formation ol the Maaoist Madheshi alliance was designed
just after the conclusion of the election of Constituent
Assembly. However, it did not materialize then, Finally, this
allinnee was made with racit support of India. This alliance
will continue to lead the government for some time to come. In
this context, it has a meaning,

Prime minister Dr. Baburam Bhattarai has declared
that he will not sign any treaty with long term implications.
Why did he make such statements?

It is not Bhattarai to decide what agreements he needs to
sign or not to sign. In this crucial juncrure, India will not
impose any agreement upon him since India knows this is a
government which does not have any mandare to ink a major
treaty. India still faces criticism on the treaty of 1950 which
was signed by last Rana prime minister Mohan Sumsher.

In the past, India used to push agreements during the
visit of such interim prime ministers. Don't you think it
will repear the same again?

T'he situation is different now. This is a government with
limited mandate: to bring the peace process to a logical end
and promulgate the constitution, India will not take the risk to
he erivicized.

That means Dr. Bhattarai will not have to sign
extradition treaty, security related treaties and many
others?

Every country has its own national interest and India is not
an exception. For any country, national interest is of prime
impertance and [ndix's interest in Nepal is its own security,
Since this a favorable coalition to its national interest, India
may seck some sort of concessions on its security interest.
Instead of asking Bhattarai to sign any agreement, Inclia can
seek verbal assurance in one o one talk. In diplomacy, the
verbal assurance has also & very strong meaning. [ am certain
that India may deal with petty issues but it will not force
Baburamii to sign any controversial treatics. Of course, India
might have many agendas with Nepal but it will not table the
proposal from freeze




If that is the scenario, why are
Indian media, academicians and
officials so enthusiastic about the
visit?

Most of the Indians think rhe
government led by Baburamii will look
into Indix’s interests, including security
intereses, more closely than his
predecessors,  including  MNepali
Congress leadership in the past and
leaders of other parties. It is natural for
them to be enthusiastic with a person of
JNU academic background, living in
India for such a long time with several
Indian contacts. Thus, Indians are very
much enthusiastic ahout Baburamji, |
don’t know how Baburamiji will read with
India but Indian officials are expecting
many things from Maoist-Madheshi
coalition.

What does India want in Nepal?

My gur feeling is that India and
China both want to see political stabilicy
in Mepal. They have realized that
prolonged political instability is
counterproductive tothem. Given Nepal's
apen border with India, Indians are more
concerned about growing anarchy and
instability in Mepal. Indians view that
Mepal'sinstability will have a long term
implication in bordering Indian states,

What can Nepal benefit from
India?

It may help to solve Nepal's internal
problems, particularly in settling the
pulitical issues. [n the context of Mepal's
inability to write the new process, India’s
support is crucial and important. [tisa
well-known fact that Nepal cannot
maintain political instability without
promulgating the new constitution, If
prime minister Bhattarai is able to cash

this, Nepal will gain a lot. As Baburam |

well knows India and Nepal, he can make
a difference. | am expecting that this
visit will vield positive results,

Will it make any dilference in
relations with other parties?

One may have different opinions
about the level of relations berween India
and Girija Prasacd Koirala and India’s
likes and dislikes abour Kairala's policy.
What [ can certainly say is that Sushil
Koirala cannot replace Girija Prasad.
Sushil Koirala is elected president of
Nepali Congress but not an established
leader in the country. He is no more than
the president of Nepali Congress. |

NRN Conference

Put Words To Work

The 5th alobal conference of Non
Resident Nepali Association (NENA)
recently concluded in Kathmancduwhere
Non- Resident Nepalis from 57 countries
participated. Jiba Lamichhane was
unanimously elected as rthe new
president of the global body of the
Nepali Diaspora afver Devman Hirachan
witherew his candidacy at the dying
hoursafter his gloomy tenure,

Like all other preceding presidents
of the NRNA, newly elecred president

Jiba Lamichhane reiverated the same

rhetoric— to bring collective foreign
investiment in Nepal. But, he faces amore
difficult  challenge than  his
predecessors

Jiba iz elected president at a time
when the citizens of the country have given
up hopes that NRN's (Mon Residential
Nepali) will do anything significant for
the country. NRNs identity is in peril
and they have become a-subjece of
mockery and criticism for the common
Nepalis.

The criticisms faced by the NENS
are not all unjust, NRNA is in its ninth
year but it is dillicult to point out any
substantial contribution made by it for
Nepal, let alone the talks of bringing
big investments. Rather than bringing
investments into the country, they have
shockingly asked and received money
i 301akhs) from the government for their
conlerence.

The Non Resident Indians (NRIs)
have made significant contributions for
the economic growth of India but the
same cannot be said about the NRNs.

Even the finance minister, Barsha
Man Pun, wis C|Llii'.|( to criticize them.
“NRNs regularly promised they will make
a collective investment in the country,
but this has not happened, We haven't
seen any of the significant investment
projects fram NRENs,” he said.

The only thing NRNs have done till
now is come to Nepal every two years to
take part in a global conference, talk the
need of dual citizenship, talk big things
and hibernate till the next conference.
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MEMN President Jiba Lamichhane

Prime minister, Dr. Baburam Bhattrai,
dismissed the chance of giving NRNs
dual citizenship, “We are issuing special
1D cards ta NRNs and have helped inall
possible ways to welcome their
investment here, NRNs should not set
dual citizenship as their precondition for
investing in Nepal.” said the Prime
Minister.

It's still unclear why they need the
dual citizenship to invest in Nepal as
the government has given them full
asstirances to support them in any
needed way and they are also provided
with an identity card to prove their
identity.

MENs need to do something
spectacular very soon if they want to
regain the support and confidence of the
Mepali citizens.

The finance minister has made the
task easy for the NRNs to invest in Nepal
as he srated NRNs won't need to show
any income source if they invested in five
areas: hydropower, roads, bridges,
tunnels and airparts and can team up
with fellow NRNs or even forcigners.

The government has backed NRNs
time and again and has again showed
faith in them despite their furile words
and promises, now is the time lor Non
Residential Nepalis to show their
commitment towards their native land
and win hearts of people back.

By Debesh Adhikard




POLITICS

| POLITICS

T

By A CORRESPONDENT

As ol writing this, the embattled prime
minister, Baburam Bhattarai, was busy
making last-minute preparations for his
lirst hilateral [oreign visit — to India,
understandably,

But less than 24 hours hefore he
wionld ralee off for Delhi. he was not sure
af a safe-landing in the rurbulent
kathmancu power games,

His party refused to give him a go
ahead to sign major deals with the most
sensitive neichbor against which the
party had once prepared ieself for “a
munnel war”,

The two big opposition parties, the
Nepali Congress and the UML, refused
to juin the entourge.

On top of that, even as the leader of
the parliament, i.e. the prime minister,

was busy in preparation for an all
important foreign visit, the parliament
remained stalled

Can a prime minister negotiate from
aposition of strength to saleguand, leave
alone promote, the national incerest with
i torcign country when he has the
wieikeest backing ar home?

The answeris a elear NO. What is
also clear is that he will have to sicnon
the dortred lines or risk alienating the
power that, according to his critics and
supporters alike, helped cobble the
| present ruling coalition which he Ieads
In either case, prime minister

Bhattarai finds himselfl in a no-win
siTuatian.

Failing tolive up to the expectations
of the most influential foreign country
will amount to the end of his utilicy.
Falling in line would amount to
allegarions of a sell out

As the euphoria over his “image”
dying in no time, the popular suppart
he hopes to bank in times of crisis is

unlikely to come about,

[f the controversy over ministers
Prabhu Sah and Sharat Singh Bhandari
badly dented his image, the series of

Countdown Is On

With the forced euphoria over his elevation to the top office
going away in no time, the Baburam bubble is set to burst anyeime

populist measures that he undertools with
glee beoan to backfire after initially
positive sparks

['he bubble is about to burst. Maost
probably after his much talleed about
India visit,

[he eountelown has begun. Now the
questions doing rounds in the political
circlesis now whether Bhatearai's clays are
numbered. But what after him?

With just a little over a month
remaining for the extended CA's
deadline to expire, both the peace
process and the constitution-making are
in i limho,

What will happen to the pwo tasks

PM Dr. Bhattarai

that the successive prime ministers failed
8 BT nl‘ﬂi‘l|i*~'|1 in more than three vears

of the CA elections is not certain yer.

The only thing that is certain in the
coming days is: chaos and confusion
Even “the last hope” Baburam Bhattarai's
fate has become immaterial now. M

DANGER AHEAD

The spectre of Nepal becoming a battle-ground of international forces

has not but increased

By ACORRESONDENT

The new Chinese ambassador Yang
Hloulan izl not mince words, A rare thing
from a Chinese diplomat. Speaking from
the podium of the Reporters' Club at
Putali Sadalk, he blamed “inrernational
forces® for fomenting anti-Chinese
activities from the Nepalese territory,

He gave a clean chit to the host
country, while lambasting the ourside
torces for contributing to the upsurge
in the activitics of the Tibetans in recent
times,

Coincidentally, .an  American
Congressiman tame avisiting Nepal and
discussed with the Nepalese authorities,
among others, the “issues” of the Tibetan
refugees. Just before the diplomat's
remarks

Another Congressman came, alter
the remarks. He mr, imong others, “the
memhbers of the Tibetan chvil society”
based in Kathmandu,

This may be a mere cointidence, bur
the Chinese consternarion over the
groawing western interest — and the
perceived involvement = in the Tikbetan
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cause  has
continued to
rise in necent |
goesalE §
Especially
after the
pelitical
instabilicy
a n d
confusion
that followed
the Jana |
Aandolian-2;

Having
apparently failed to find a credible and
reliable political force to bank on, to take
cire of its inverests, the Chinese seem ro
have decided ta jump ineo the action in
what is described diplomatic parlance
as “self defence”

The outburst of the Chinese
ambassador and the circumstances thae
led him to make such remarks certainly
o not bode well for the fature of Nepal
ar a time when it is poing th rough a
fragile polivical rransition.m

Chinese ambassadar Yang Haulin




Current Politics And Forgotten History Of Nepal

At present Mepal is passing through
quite an uneasy period of abrupt
transition from one political system to
another, Discussions are going on about
complete restructuring of the state,
Unfortunarely, even the most crucial
decisions having far reaching
consequences for the entire country are
now being taken simply based on the
consensus of few selecred leaders of
political parties totally disregarding the
right of the people vo approve or
disapprove such decision by direct
referendum, as in all truly democratic
countries. This has led to piling up of
all sorts of unfulfilled ever increasing
demands for changes, which might be
genuinely in the interest of our people,
or intended purely to deceive the
country. It is oneof the main eanses of
[-]'l..‘l_|L1|:]'l[ Lnrests .~.|1n'.1ding even in
remote corners in a quiet country like
DTS,

Restructuring under a federal setup
has become ar present the buz=zword in
high echelon of our country’s political
circle. This matteris extremely serious
and requires very careful study,
Unfortunately we are ctaking it very
lightly. We dont have to go too far to
realize  the pravivy of this highly
sensitive problem
India on the Brink of Civil War

Even in o vast country like India
the restructuring or partition of mercly
one province -original Punjab - into two
provinces one for the Sikhs and another
for non Sikhs and the sharing of the
ownership of Chandigarh city had
triggered o virgoal civil war that began
with the bloody confrontation at
Amritsar Golden Temple:  The way the
province was partitioned had infuriared
the Sikhs,

Many top Sikh leaders and non Sikh
leaders complacent to the partition were
killed. Then Indian Prime Minister
Indira Ghaneli was murdered. Indian Sikh
army revolted, and as a result they had
to be disarmed, Armed unrest spread all
across the north-west Indin. Innumerable
innocent peoplewere killed in course of
the conflict that continued over a period
of several years. There was indiscriminate
massacre of Sikhs in Delhi. Air India
plane bound for India even from a far
flung destination like Canada was
hijacked.

Indian people had to endure the
terrible pain of partition of the state even

By MRS. LAXMI THAPA

though they had aleeady once gone
through similar dreadful ordeal on a
Far higger scale immediately afrer
gaining the independence from the
Great Britain,
Separate Homeland for Muslims
The Bntish India was partitioned to
provide a4 separate homeland for the
Muslims. The partition was followed
by massacres of tens of thousands of
Muslims and non Muslims  alike,
Millions were dispossessed of ancestral
homes and their entire other propertics
alrer being driven away for good from
the plices where their Familics were

living since the time immemorial. The
murder of Mahatma Gandhi is also
linked to the partition,

The chilling memories aof the

horrifying  massacres will ever remain
fresh in the mind of those and their
descendants who had suffered as a result
of the partition. The Kashmir problem
still remains as 4 deep wound of the
partition
thatis not
expected
e heel
up any
Lime se0n
in huture

Despite the partition, separate
homeland for the vast majority of Indian
Muslims still remains as an illusion. At
present there are more Muslims living
in Incia than in Pakistan,
Strong Unity in Diversity

Nepal is home for people from more
than hundred different ethnic groups.
People from several such ethnic groups
have always been living side by side
almost in every village in perfect
harmony and close friendship since the
ancient time, This has helped to build
strong national unity, Many historians
are of the view that the national unity |
Hami Garkhali Hom) had turned Nepal into
the most formidable Himalayan power
that deterred the Greae Britain from
converting our country into their colony,
Mepali in India

Historians write that leadership and
the character were the hallmarks of the
success of Gorkhas. Unfortunarely, our
present day leaders are not able to
reach to the same level of high
leadership standard of the past in
unifying all communitics, 1o contrast
toit the people of Nepali origin living
in Indiz are drawing the inspiration from
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Then Indian Prime Minister Indira Ghandi was murdered.
Sikh army revolted, and as a result they had to be disarmed.

Armed unrest spread all acress the north-west India.
innocent people were killed
over a period of several years.

the past glories not to let the Gorkhali
spirit to die.

In Darjecling areas Tamang,
Gurung, Limbt, Rai are taking the lead
role in uniting all other communities
including those inhabijing in the
plains of Siliguri region also by reviving
the historic Gorlchali spirit. They have
suceeeded ro et recopnition of the
Nepali as the sole official language
All paolitical parties are strongly
advorating the use of daura, suruwal with
topec for the male and saree and cholo for
the female on all important occasions.
Initially, Nepal Emerged Victorious

After the 1757 Plassey Battle British
gained a strong foothold in Bengal and
Bihar. Nepal became the next target for
British occupation where the national
unificarion champion was  slowly
gaining momentum, British Governar
General Robert Clive infamous in the
histary [or his brutality disparched in
1767 a big British force under Kinoclk o

Indian

Innumerable

in course of the conflict that continued

caprure Nepal. 1o the ensuing barcle
Nepal had scored a decisive victory.
\fcer this humiliating defear  British
never dared to launch another areack
for o long time.

For Freedom ol South Asia

Several vearslater in early 18105 Britain
bl alreacly talcen o firm grip on big pares
of North India, British had then started o
realize that Nepal was already posine a
serious threat to further expansion ol
British rule in India, Thus they decided
to o to all out war against Nepal,

British.  launched 1 [814 a
preemptive attack even before declaring
the war to capture the entire Nepal
within a very short period of only abiout
one month. As explained in the boak
*Rediscovered Histary af the Gurldhas™ the rotal
Bricish strengrh involved in the war
exceeded 200000 ( two lacks), Ininitial
manths of the war ta the grear dismay of
the British our country had  successfully
repulsed the attack.

The Brivish-Mepal War had a great
significance for the Asia, Historan C.
P. Khanduri looks it from the angle that
had the Maratha or Sikhs supported
MNepal the history of eolonialisin in Asia
would have had a full stop.®




COVER STORY

ENERGY CRISIS
Powerless Hours

With the advent of winter, a prolonged power cut is inevitable
in Nepal. At a time when no big project is nearing completion,
foreign investors are only looking for avenues to make investment,
leadership lack quality and capability to deliver, the recently
concluded Nepal Energy Investment Forum generated some hope
against all these odds. But given the present confusion and
contradiction in policies, Nepal's power sector will continue to

see the grim scenario at least for another decade. Despite political |
rhetoric to reduce the power cut, urban Nepalese see little reason |

to believe in it

By KESHAB POUDEL

The Mepal Electricity Authority has
announced an amended version of load
shedding schedule with an average of 14
hours of pewer cut ina weel for now. A
series of similar announcements can be
expected to follow until the load
shedding hours will stabilize around 14
claily. As the water level in all the rivers
has already begun to decline, the NEA
will announce frequent power outage
routines atter the Tihar lestival,

According to energy sector experts,
as many as 16 hours a day of load
shedding will be there by the end of
Febroary. This is the reality now. Till
another five years, no big projects are in
the r'i[‘.lL‘!ii'lL' for complerion and
adddition of lew MWs of power in the gric
will not bring any substantial respite to
the consumers.

“Don't be surprised if the NEA
announce up to 16 hours of load
shedding,” said a [ormer managing
director of Nepal Electricity Authority

“Even the dream to end load shedding
by bringing the 465 MW Upper
Tamakoshi into operation will remain a
dream as it is facing several problems
related to management and ochers.”

."'-|I]}L‘|1|:il',|1 the [Project created mainy
positive expectations in the country and
the region, the poor qualicy of leadership
to deliver the results was hampering its
progress, he suid.

“It is unfortunare that highly paid,
newly appainted MD of NEA has yet to
hold a single meeting with contracrars
and comsultants. This shows a gross
neghigence of the NEA's management
towards the project.”

The hydro generation capacity is
about 650 MW, Projects with capacity
of 730 MW are under construetion: Tn
paper. everyvehing 1s alright as the
government has long term projects for
internal consumption and export

“Recently, construction of 4.6 MW

Mai Khola Hydropower project has been
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completed. In this fiscal year (2011/2012)
9 projects are going to be completed,
adding 40 MW to the system and we are
hopetul that another 14 projeces totaling
42.24 MW will be completing, Likewise,
in the coming Fiscal Year 2012-013, 289
MW is expected to be added in the grid
[rom 28 projects,” said Minister of
Eneray Post Bahadur Bogari, We are also
considering building storage projects
like Buddhi Gandaki, Wese-Seti, Upper
seti (Damauliv) and Narsing. We also
have projects like Upper Karnali, Arun
lland Upper Seti.”

According to the official data, reacly
to go hydro projects for domestic use is
1500 MW and ready togo hydro projects
Lo export is 4000 MW,

Many se¢ there is a contradiction in
the policy regarding the priority of the
clectricity production. At a time when
the country is failing to produce energy
for domestic use, nobody understands
the government’s horridness to go for




" Concluding Session

CXPOLt projects.

“This is ridiculous. The priority must
be in meeting internal demands. Only
after this, we can talk about the export of
electricity,” said former Managing
Director of NEA on condition of
anonymity. Instead of concentrating
construction of big hydro projects back
home, our officials are talki ng ahout the
need to build Dhalkebar- Mujaffarpur
Transmission line to import the
electricity from India.”

“The demand for energy and the gap
in supply and demand is increasing
every year all over the world. If we take
the example of our next door neighbor,
India, which is to reach its goal of
providing electricity to every citizen, the
country needs to remove bottlenecks on
development of all fuels used ro generate
electricity. Indians witnessed substantial
cnergy and peak shortage of 9 percent
and 10 percent respectively in the year
2010/2011. This may be accomplished by
accelerating domestic hydropower
development and importing power from
any source available giving primary
attention to hydropower from Nepal and
Bhutan.”

Nepal Energy Investors Forum

[n 1995, following the World Bank's

withdrawal from Arun Il project, Nepal

was option-less and faced severe
consequences. Asian Development Bank
came to rescue Nepal's energy sector
financing 114 MW Kali Gandaki
Project. Though there are controversies
regarcing PPA signed with Independent
Power Producers (IPPs), they too
contributed over 100 MW in national
grid preventing the crisis, The German
government came up with the
construction of 74 MW upper
Marsyangdi project. Though the project
was delayed due to prolonged political
instability and violent conflict, it is now
generating the electricity at the crucial
moment.

‘T would like to confirm that ADB
remains a committed partner in the
development of the government's energy
sector. Over the years, ADB has
supported numerous investments in the
scctor and we plan to continue that
support for the foreseeable future.” said
Barry J. Hitchcock, country director of
Asian Development Ban’s Nepal
Resident Mission. ADB will continue its
policy dialogue with the government to
improve overall governance in the power
sector, such as setting up a Nepal
Electricity Regulatory Commission for
carrying tariff reforms, promulgation of
the Nepal Electricity Act and speedy
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financial restructuring of the Nepal
Electricity Authority.”

ADB firmly believes them to be the
essential ingredients for creating a
conducive environment for private sector
financing as well as co-financing from
other development partners in
hydropower development, and ensuing
financial sustainability of the Nepal
power Sector,

Organized by Asian Development
Bank and Ministry of Energy, the
recently concluded Nepal Energy
Investors Forum, October 13-14, as many
see it, was an effort to bring bilateral,
multilateral, government and private
sector together to discuss ways to find
our solution to the energy crisis.

This forum was meaningful in the
sense that after the closure of Middle
Marsyangdi, except construction of
smaller hydropower projects with a
capacity of 2-3 MW, Nepal's
dlevelopment partners have yet to finance
a4 major project in Nepal. Although
Nepal government is backing Upper
Tamakoshi Hydro Power project, which
is under construction through local
Investments, expecting it to complete by
2016, the current pace of project
construction shows thatit is going to he
an impossible task.




COVER STORY

“This is a good beginning as the
forum helped us to listen to each other
and find a way for future investment in
hydropower sector,” said Matthias
Goulnik, vice-president German DEG
Bank. “Given the conducive envi ronment,
the fund is no problem.”

Crisis of Power

Nepal needs to quickly construct at
least a couple of big projects. If the
project is not built to mect the present
rate of growth, there will be a huge
shortfall in demand and supply.
Currently Nepal's installed capacity is
705.4 MW and 700.9 MW in grid, This
includes 647.5 MW hydro and 53.4
MW thermal. Out of the total ca pacity,
run of the river projects contribute 555.5
MW and storage capacity 92 MW, The
contribution of IPP is 174.5 MW and
Nepal Electricity power contribution is
361 MW,

“The government of Nepal has taken
energy development as a major thrust
which is also reflected in the budget of
the current fiscal year 2011/2012, The
government of Nepal has embarked on
an ambitious plan for developing 10,000
MW of hydropower in 10 years (between
2010 and 2020) and 25000 MW in 20
years (2010-2030). We do realize that
energy development in Nepal cannot be
accomplished by our internal resources
alone. So the external resource is a must
for this,” said secretary Poudel.

The government claims that there are
projects of 750 MW capacity under
construction and ready to go hydro
projects for domestic consumptions are
ol 1500 MW capacity and ready to 2o
hydro projects for export is 4000 MW
and other 10,000 MW at various stages
of development.

Energy experts argue that there is a
huge gap of energy supply in the period
of dry and wet seasons. “Annual peak
demands for 2011 were 946.10 MWV, Dry
season generation is merely 450 MW
and there is a deficit of 500 MW.
Annual total energy demand is 4,833 35
GWh and generated energy from
available sources is 3,850.87 GWh. There
Is 982.48 GWh energy gap.”

One of the problems in Nepal is that
there is no direct financing between
government, Bank, private developers and
government. At a time when the hanks

“We Want To Assure Investors”

Why this conference at this time?

[nvestors were wary about the
transitional political situation. We
wanted to assure them about security for
their projects.

Such conferences were held also
in the past but in vain....

We have tostart somewhere. Anyway,
WE want to go into implementation this
time. We have also decided about
prioritizing projects and acting
accordingly.

Your party cadres themselves are
engaged in vandalizing some foreign-
invested hydro projects such as Upper
Karnali. How can you assure
investors?

We should look at the projects also
from local angle. If there is dialogue and
if their concerns are addressed, that will
work best. But the government will
definitely act when it becomes law and
order issue.

Your party officials have, at times,
stated that hydro power agreements
with India are anti-nationalist. How
can you attract Indian investment in
such situation?

Mostly, such things are localized
issues. But we must remember that we
have to ensure that each agreement or
project is in the interest of people and
the nation. Having said that I will again
add that dialogue is key and we can
resolve all issues by talking,

How much investment is the
government seeking?

have limitation of policy and limitation
of funds and private investment is not
sufficient to meet the crisis, the
government must enter in the
construction of projects, said Surya Nath
Upadhyaya, water resources expert.
Financial Crunch

Despite the claims of some of the
commercial banks, they virtually lack the
money for the long term investment in
hydropower sector. Nepal's bankers argue
that there is risk and they need to wait
for long period for return and that
argument does not help Nepal’s
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POST BAHADUR BOGATI

Well, it runs into hundreds of
billions. We have not specified any
number, though. At present, we have
prioritized the storage type projects like
Budhi Gandaki (600 MW), West Seti
(750 MW), Tanahu (127 MW) and
Nausyalgad.

The government is said to be
preparing to sign a Power Trade Pact
with India during PM’s visit. Can you
elaborate?

Well we are in preliminary
preparations phase. But we want to have
some sort of understanding on the
construction of second cross-border
transmission line from Gorakhpur
(India) to Hetauda or Bhairahawa. That
apart, we also want to do power trade
agreement with the government. Till now
we only have such agreements with
private company or states. Agreement
with the government will be more reliable
and long term,

commercial banks put huge money in
the sector.

Per MW cost of hydropower is 150
million. Nepal requires an increase of
100 MW of power annually. That means
Nepal needs a huge investment, Private
commercial banks can provide up to 15
billion rupees, so there is a huge gap.
The need of the hour s pooling resources
from government, private equity and
foreign investment.

“Energy development cannot be
accomplished by our internal resources
alone, so the external resource is a must




for this. In this respect, we have recently
set up a Hydropower Development and
mvestment Limited as a public company
to generate and mobilize funds for
developing medium and large sized
hydro electric projects,” said secretary
Poudel.

Sriranjan Lacoul, joint secretary of
Ministry of Energy, holds the view that
Nepal's licensing procedure for
hydropower developers is more liberal.
There is no hindrance for private investors
to repatriate their investments in foreign
currency.

Asian Development Bank has been
helping Nepal for quite a long time in
energy sector. “ADB has been assisting
in generation, transmission, distribution
and rural electrification. In 2011, ADB
provided loan to strengthening Butwal
Mahendranagar 132 kV  line,
construction of Tamakoshi (Khimti) -
Kathmandu 220/400 KV line. It also
supported  distribution system
strengthening and rural electrification,
rehabilitation of two small hydropower
plants and implementation support for
Tanahu 127 MW project technical
design and investment support,” said
Priyantha Wijayatunga, senior energy
specialist, Asian Development Bank.

Presenting a paper on experiences
and lessons, Hydropower [nvestment of
SINOHYDRO holds the view that Nepal
has immense potential for the
hydropower development. With
sufficient local skilled and unskilled
stalfs, the SINOHYDRO is now building
50 MW power project along with a
Nepalese private company.

It has already completed construction
of Modi Hydro, Ilam Hydroelectric
project, Kulekhani Hydroelectric Project
civil works and Upper Tamakoshi Hyclro-
electric Project, civil works. “We are
reacly toinvestin Nepal given the removal
of some hindrances particularly
convenience on custom clearance, work
visa and license. There is also the need
to have tax reduction on raw material,
construction equipment, vehicles and
incomes (rate reduction or exemption),”
said the local representative.

Dr. Sandip Shah, vice president and
country director, SN Power holds the view
that the main challenge before the
hydropower sector is its sustainability.

Transmission Line

Similarly, Gyanendra Lal Pradhan,
chairperson of Energy Committee of
FNCCI argued that Nepal needs to
remove the barriers in financing and
licensing.

Nepal has a great potential for
foreign investment and there are great
attractions for Nepal's power sector
because extensively largely untapped
resources, critical domestic power
demand, electricity hungry neighbors
and strong donor interest support hydro
development.

According to D.N. Sharma, managing
director of Nepal Electricity Authority,
Nepal's energy supply situation is mired
by huge supply demand gap. “We have
severe capacity and energy deficit. There
will be 14 hours per day load shedding
during dry session. We require 350 MW
firm capacities for dry season deficit.
“This needs 2 billion dollars investment
to meet today’s requirement. Nepal is
expected to have higher demands of
electricity in coming years. NEA is the
sole body in Nepal for generation,
distribution and transmission. It has
obligation to sign PPA with all even
paying foreign currency for return and
provide transmission network within the
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country. NEA has been playing a role of
single buyer and seller

Investment Forum meet discussed the
wide range of issues related to hydro
power development, including the role
of private sector, public sector and
Nepal's capacity as well as fund
requirement to upgrade the present
infrastructure like transmission line and
construction of new projects, the
confusion still persists as to what is
Nepal's priority for investment: export
oriented power projects or projects for
domestic consumption.

their capability in delivery, any policy
will have very little impact in reducing
the current power crisis. For instance,
upper Tamakoshi began with all the
rhetoric but the pace of the project shows
that it will be very difficult to complete
itas it was projected.

power, Nepal's priority now must be to
ensure they can complete the projects
as scheduled. In the present context of
political instability and chaos, how
ADB’s initiative, which is positive, can
prevent Nepal's power crisis remains to
be seen.®

Although the two-day Energy

Until Nepal's policy makers improve

As Nepal is facing huge shortfall of

14
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ENERGY INVESTMENT FORUM

o Hydro Hymn

The Energy Investors’ Conference ends up being a periodic talking shop. The
government is as clueless now about the ways of financing mega projects as
before

By SANJAYA DHAKAL

The latest figures presented by the
managing director of | Nepal Electricity
Authority (NEA) Dipendra Nath
Sharma show that the country needs the
investment to the tune of US § 2 billion
just to ensure that there will be no load
shedding. This is at current state and
current price.

The figure will likely soar with the
time. The investment required is quite
huge and beyond the capacity of the
government alone.

This provided a logical reason for the
government to join hands with the Asian
Development Bank (ADB) in holding the
two-day Energy Investors’ Conference
that ended in Kathmandu on October 14.

There ended the logic. The
composition of participants did not show
encoulabmg signs, according to many.

“They L.hou]d have mVLtLd new and
prospective foreign investors from abroad.
But the faces I see here are not new. I
suppose they are listing the Khimri
project wallahs as Norwegian, Bhotekoshi
wallahs as Americans and Upper Karnali
wallahs as Indians. But they are already
here even without this conference,” noted
a water resource journalist.

Another irony was the invitation and
the red carpet welcome accorded - at least
in voice — by the senior ministers who also
happen to be senior Maoist leaders.

“The very fact that the party that leads
the government — the UCPN (Maoist) —
is still unable to explain why its cadres
run amok through the hydro project sites
and why its officials oftentimes raise the
wagon of nationalism whenever there is
a whiff of deal with India, is a big
deterring point. 1 don't think one
conference is enough to instil
confidence in investors,” said a water
resource analyst.

The government assured
stakeholders that it would take all
necessary steps to address the gaps and
inconsistencies in the policies and
would take immediate steps to make
Hydropower Investment and Development
Company Limited effective, and
undertake restructuring of related
institutions.

A list of available projects for private
sector investment in the energy sector in
Nepal was also showeased. “At present,
we have prioritized the storage type
projects like Budhi Gandaki (600 MW),
West Seti (750 MW), Tanahu (127
MW) and Nausyalgad,” said Energy
Minister Post Bahadur Bogati.

But such assurances are not new. In
fact, there were a few domestic investors
at the conference who were murmuring
about the bad treatment they have been
meted out.
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“We did not want to create a scene.
Had we opened our mouths, there would
be no investment forthcoming,” said a
developer.

According to him, although a couple
of developers have been developing
hydro projects under the energy
emergency plan, they are now unsure
about the return to their investment. As
per the plan, the developers were assured
two things — that the government will
ensure there will be transmission line to
evacuate the power once they start
generating them and that the NEA will
sign PPA with them.

“But now that our projects are
underway and will start generating two
years from now, we see no signs of
dev elopment of transmission lines. The
NEA points to queue of developers
wanting to sign PPA" said the
exasperated developer. “On top of that
the government has already pocketed
millions of rupees as non-refundable
charges.”

Government Encouraged

Having reiterated their firm
commitment to minimize current power
shortages and create a conducive
environment for private investment in the
energy sector, the government felt
encouraged with the conference.

The Prime Minister Baburam

Bhattarai himself gave strong
commitment to end any security or other
apprehensions.

*You should not have even an iota of
fear regarding the security or whether
you will be able to repatriate your return
from investment,” he said.

On the issue of frequent disruptions
of hydro power projects by the Maoist
cadres — on the backdrop of similar
disruption of Upper Karnali being
surveyed by GMR group of India — the
Prime Minister was not elaborate in his
explanations.

He simply brushed them aside as
localized law and order problems.

“There were a few incidents that were
not pleasant to any. Those incidents
which were sheer violation of laws of the
land are not consistent with policies of
any political party, let alone the
government. The government is resolute
in the matter of maintaining law and
order everywhere in the country.
Sufficient security arrangements will be
made in power projects sites wherever
necessary,” said PM Bhattarai.

The Asian Development Bank (ADB)
highlighted ongoing development
assistance to the power sector in Nepal
and how its increased focus on private
sector-led investment could benefit the
hydropower sector. B




TOURISM

Nepal Tourism Year

No Number Game

A million tourists, will Nepal surpass the tourism year goal or will it fall
short? This has been the buzz around the nation since the outset of Nepal

Tourism Year (NTY) 2011

By DEBESH ADHIKARI

0 begin with, the goal to land
a million tourists looked a
bit far-fetched in the
context of the poor
performance history of
Nepalese tourism.

However, NTY has entered the 10™
month of the year, and as the countdown
to the end has begun, the goal is looming
closer and closer but due to lack of time,
the goal might just slip away.

In this year, the total number of
tourist arrival by airways has increased
by 23 percent compared to the previous
year. Some 368,844 visited Nepal in the
first 9 months this year via air.
Industrialists have said Nepal is
guaranteed to welcome around 6 lakh
tourists through air ways and around 2
lakhs tourists through land ways. Yet, the
figures are well short than the
expectation of Nepal Tourism Board
which was expecting to welcome around
7 lakhs tourists via airways and 3 lakhs
tourists over land.

Now everybody’s eyes are fixated
on the numbers.

“It is very difficult to reach the 1
million tourist goal now, but we can

hopefully reach close to it,” said Kashi
Raj Bhandari, director of the Research,
Planning and Monitoring Department at
Nepal Tourism Board.

The main reason for the lack of
expected number of tourists has heen
the lack of promotion about the NTY 2011
in the international market by the
tourism board. The budget allocated for
the promotional activities were not spent
fully and properly. Blame could be
hurled on the government as well
because there are clear evidences that
the government has not played the role
that was expected from it in the tourism
year.

Lack of international aircraft also
added to the plight. Flights that fly into
the nation were increased but they were
not enough to bring 7 lakhs tourists into
the country. Nepal's sole international
airline, Nepal airlines, also has a single
aircraft which barely takes off from the
runway. Add to that, Nepal doesn’t even
have hospitality capacity for 1 million
tourists in a year despite increase in
accommodation capacity by hoteliers.

So, the goal set by tourism board
was insurmountable in the first place.
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Despite such a target, tourism
industrialists worked hard. Their efforts
have been positive and encouraging,
Something to look forward

On the other side, NTY has shown
the rhetoric about Nepal having a vast
potential in tourism due to its natural
beauty is actually true. This year has
given us new hopes, raised new
expectations in the minds of people
regarding tourism.

But, the main concern surroundin g
tourism is that revenue generation from
tourism has decreased despite increase
in number of tourists. According to
experts, revenue generation has been
affected due to high number of regional
tourists and lack of high profile
Furopean and American tourists. But,
rather than being discouraged by the
decrease in revenue generation, what
should be noted is that if the Indian and
Chinese tourists are served well and if
they return home safe and satisfied, then
high profile tourists will eventually
follow. After all, who wouldn’t want to
experience the mountains and vast
natural beauty of Nepal?

If Nepal reaches its 1 million
tourists goal- which is highly unlikely,
it would be a job well done. Tourism
industrialists should not get carried away
but continue the same hard work and
determination in the future years and set
new positive tourist records every year.

On the flip side, even if the target
is missed by a whisker, it should be
appreciated. The failure to reach the goal
won’t mean anything as at the end of the
day 1 million is nothing but just a
number. The thing that should be noted
is the unceasing efforts and hard works
put in by the tourism industrialists to
make Nepal a better tourist destination.
Because of their efforts Nepal tourism
yearwill prove to be a success irrespective
of its outcome.

Nepal still needs lots of hard work
to make it an attractive tourist
destination. But, in the midst of all
concerns and worries, nobody can deny
the fact that due to the effects of Nepal
Tourism Year, Nepal has become a far
better tourist destination now, than it was
in the past. W




Slkk]m was rapidly gomg up in tourism.

HIMAI AYAN EARTHQUAKE

Sikkim Tourism Hurt

The recent carthquake badly hurt tourism in the Indian state of Sikkim

By UMA KANTA KHANAL
in Jhapa

The tourism of Sikkim, a Himalayan
state of India, is in a critical stage after
the earthquake of last September 18,

Tourists from other Indian states have
been canceling their bookings to visit
Sikkim in the peak season of tourism, the
nonths of October and November.

Atavisit to Sikkim three days before
the earthquake of 6.9 magnitude hit the
state, tourists from Himachal Pradesh
were enjoying the scenic beauty of
Mahatma Gandhi Road of the capital,
Gangtok.

Telak Ray Sharma from Himachal
Pradesh said, “I came alone this time,
but I will visit Sikkim again with my
family.”

But Sharma’s dream does not seem
likely to be fulfilled in a short period of
time. The places of North and East
Sikkim he visited collapsed under the
earthquake. The infrastructure has been
destroyed. Even the secretariat of the

state government collapsed. The roads
to the tourism spots are still blocked.

Just before the earthquake, chief
minister of Sikkim Pawan Kumar
Chamling was addressing and

persuading the locals of Ribdi, West
Sikkim, to get involved in domestic
tourism as the state government had
given emphasis to it.
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quake and announced {[1-,; reliel iruz}a'i ol
4 [’l'i{."LI.'*:ll?l’\] CEQIe iy Pees. Slﬂch gave fUP
priority to restoration of the road network
in Sikkim. He directed the Border Roads
Organization (BRO) to clear the
strategic North Sikkim highway leading
to Chunuthanc the centre point of the
earthquake by mid October. The road also
links to Lachen and Lachung, the major
tourism destinations.

The state government had been
giving emphasis in building the
infrastructure to reach the tourism spots
and the people were trying to get
involved themselves in the tourism
sector.®
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Dashain Aayo, Dashain Gayo

As [ checked my Facebook account on coming home from
Delhi earlier this month for the great festival, I bumped into a
status of a close friend. It read: Dashain aayo, khaunla piunla’
ssComments flooded in soon, many wishing her a joyous
Dashain while others remarked on how the famous saying had
lost much of its charm.

‘Dashain has become more of obligatory rather than
celebratory these days’, many say as the festival approaches
every year. This time too, it was no different. One of my friends
said to me, ‘The charisma and sheen of Dashain is drowning
down with every passing year. | simply don’t experience the
same kind of excitement when we were kids’. Strolling through
some Nepali blogs, I
find bloggers
expressing similar
views. They opine that
the real essence of
the festival has been |
long lost and today, it |
has
materialistic and only
amedium to show off!

[ beg to differ.
Yes, it might be true
that the celebrations
have changed to some
extent, compared to
the Dashains of our
forefathers’ time. But the festiy :ll still holds the same religious

become

and cultural values today as it used to. A few examples would
help to illustrate the fact. A large number of people heading
back to their villages during the festival is one. Crowded public
vehicles with passengers dangling on to the doors and sitting
on the hoods are a common sight around Dashain time. Had the
cultural values of Dashain eroded such zeal and eagerness to get
hack home simply to receive the auspicious tikd and re-unite
with their loved ones would most likely not have been seen.
The huge crowd and the long queues in Bhagwati temples are
proof of the still existing religious quintessence. And although
[ detest the practice of animal sacrifice to the maximum, the
fact that they still remain an important part of the religious

By ABIJIT SHARMA

offering during Dashain is another proof that the festival still
has religious values.

Apart from tika and jamara, gambling and boozing has always
heen a part of the festivity. It would be completely wrong to
conclude that Dashain these days is all about drinking and
gambling only. Of course there have always been people who
have taken undue advantage of the event. Nevertheless since
the earlier times, playing cards, kauda, langur burja and drinking
and feasting on sweets and festival foods have remained an
inextricable part of the festival. And the festival becoming
materialistic bereft of cultural and sentimental values? Hasn’t
the Dashain excitement always been about buying new clothes,
showing them off,
getring all keyed up
about the toral
Dig ks i a2

Talking about Dashain

celebrations, one
activity that has
definitely seen a

decline in recent years
is kite-flying. The
bright blue sky which
used tobe adorned with
colourful kites was
almost absent this
i time around. But with
the surging popularity of computer, television and video games,
you can't blame the kids. Neither would it be justifiable to say
that this has decreased the cultural value of the festival. With
tempting technology, it is quite natural for kids to pay less
heed ro activities like kite-flying. But with kite-flying events’
trying to restore this culture, we can be hope that in the future
it would be able to draw the attention of children and that
colourful kites would charm the sky once again. .
Most importantly for each and every Nepali, Dashain has
remained that one time of the year when all the sorrows, grief
and hardships are forgotten and togetherness and happiness
is celebrated. This foremost essence of Dashain has never
changed and will perhaps never change in the future. ™
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As a medical student working at a
hospital ward, I go around taking the
history of the patients, learning about
their diseases and symptoms, and trying
to see links with any other past diseases
or medical history in the family. I search
for any informartion that would be
important for proper diagnosis and
freatment.

“I have been suffering from high
blood pressure for the last 5 years,” one
patient reports. “My father had cancer
and he died of it last year,” says another.
“I have two siblings and they have both
been taking medication for diabetes.”

Such complaints come from patients,
,somctimes, as young as 30. Curiously,

rural people report this kind of medical
history more frequently than those living
in urban centers.

Had this been a scenario 10 years
ago, medical personnel taking the
history would have been surprised. Not
long ago, we used to hear horror stories
about how an entire village was affected
by cholera and hundreds of people died
of it. People dying of discases like
malaria, diarrhea, etc. were a common
phenomenon. Fortunately, these kinds
of epidemic of communicable, infectious
diseases have been controlled to some
extent due to the 1mpmvcmem in the
public health measures. But now a new
era of disease has begun and that is of
the non-communicable diseases,
Broadly speaking, non-communicable
diseases (NCDs) include cardiovascular
diseases, diabetes, cancer, chronic
obstructive pulmonary diseases as well
as mental diseases. These diseases have
definitely caused havoc in the health
system by adding burden to the already
existing problem of communicable
discases.

Talking about the risk factors of such
diseases, these are usually linked with
lifestyle related choices, food habits,
environmental as well as genetic factors.
Although Nepal has always been
categorized as a developing country,
people’s lifestyle seems to be equally
fast-paced and hectic as those in

Western countries. Up till recently
NCDs were thought to be the disease of
the Western world and the people in the
eastern region remained somewhat
unaffected by it. But now, things are
rapidly changing. We are getting
adapted to the unhealthy lifestyle that
is causing these various health hazards.
Not only the urban areas, but also the
rural areas are very quickly entering into
the circle of NCDs. As [ talk with my
patients, about 509% of whom live outside
the valley, they seem to be well informed
about such diseases as they give a very
clear history of the diseases for
themselves or for people in their family.

Litestyle Choices I eading To NCDs

By RAJASEE SHARMA

chronic rLsplmtory diseases (129%) and
diabetes (3 10,

Looking at this, we can definitely
observe that the pattern of diseases in
Nepal is changing fast. Immediate
action is needed to give people ideas on
how to have a healthy life style. A major
aspect for a healthy life style is our diet.
Someone had very correctly said “You
are what you eat”. A healthy lifestyle
not only involves proper diet but also
physical exercises. It seems that new
generation are opting to a sedentary
lifestyle, as they are too busy with their
study and computer as recreation, and
this had also been one of the major

KMC Medical Ward

NCDs are becoming a major health issue
now mainly due to changing lifestyle of
people. That includes rapid
urbanization,  industrialization,
changing food habits and so on. Alcohol
and smoking has been identified as one
of the major causes as more and more
youth are smoking and drinking.
Increased life expectancy has led to the
increased incidence of NCDs as people
get older cardiovascular diseases are
bound to accompany the old age.
According to the statistics, NCDs are the
top cause of death worldwide, killing
more than 36 million in 2008.
Cardiovascular diseases were responsible
for 489% of these deaths, cancers (21%)
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contributor for obesity, especially in
children. Due to all this, by the age of
30, they start suffering from backache,
high blood pressure and high
cholesterol.

When we talk about a healthy
lifestyle, an equally important part is
played by a person’s mental health too.
Due to the changing lifestyle, mental
health problems are also coming up as a
challenge and by 2020 it will bL one of
the most frequently occurring diseases
that will impact the population of the
world and obviously Nepal will also have
to face the consequences too.

Sharma is a fourth year medical
student of Kathmandu Medical College




The South China Sea Disputes: Why Conflict Is Not Inevitable? — Analysis

The South China Sea issue and
China’s position on it have hecome
subjects of much deliberation,
especially since the ASEAN Regional
Forum Meeting at Hanoi last July. It is
generally believed that the South China
Sea will emerge as the hot-spot of
conflict in the coming years. Evidence
of this is found in the heated rhetoric
exchanged between parties to the
dispute — most notably, China, Vietnam
and the Philippines. A declaration by
the United States that it has a “national
interest” in the region was scen as its
commitment to taking an active part in
the issue, much to Chinese chagrin. In
recent weeks, statements by Chinese
officials reasserting China’s
“indisputable sovereignty” over the South
China Sea and warnings to India against
investment in the region are seen as signs
of Chinese aggressiveness that
would inevitably precipitate
conflict.

Suggestions for greater
[ndian involvement in the South
China Sea disputes are made on
the grounds that India must be
forceful in its dealings with
China. The continuation of
ONGC Videsh Limited's (OVL)
investments in Vietnamese
energy fields is certainly
advisable. In fact, there is nothing
to indicate that the Indian
government is thinking otherwise.
OVL’s presence in Vietnam is not
a recent phenomenon. Its first
joint-venture for offshore oil and
natural gas exploration in
Vietnam’s Lan Tay field along
with Petro Vietnam and BP

provided as rationale for India to engage
and arm Vietnam to win a war in the
South China Sea.

These suggestions to recalibrate
[ndian policy towards the South China
Sea and its relationship with Vietnam as
a linchpin in the process, are premature
at best. Despite the rhetoric, conflict in
the South China Sea may not be
inevitable. If the history of dialogue
between the parties is any indication
then current tensions are likely to result
in forward movement. [n the aftermath of
statements by the US and skirmishes over
fishing vessels, ASEAN and China
agreed upon The Guidelines on the
Implementation of the Declaration on
the Conduct of Parties in the South
China Sea at the Bali Summit in July
2010. Recent tensions may well prod the
parties towards a more binding code of

Vietnam's President (Left) and Indian PM Dr. Manamohan Singh

By RUKMANI GUPTA

UNCLOS, which provides that “Coastal
States have sovereign rights in a 200-
nautical mile exclusive economic zone
(EEZ) with respect to natural resources
and certain economic activities, and
exercise jurisdiction over marine science
rescarch and environmental protection”;
but that “All other States have freedom
of navigation and everflight in the EEZ,
as well as freedom to lay submarine
cables and pipelines.” The prospect of
threats to SLOCS thus seems somewhat
exaggerated.

It will also be pertinent to remember
that the states involved deem the dispute
as only one part of larger bilateral
relationships. The South China Sea is by
no means the only calculus through
which smaller countries view their
relationship with China. Earlier in tht‘.’
month, Philippine President Aquino

stated that the dispute in
the South China Sea is
but one aspect of the
relationship with China.
The country would
continue to seek greater
Chinese investment
particularly in the fields
of tourism and energy,
_ among others. Vietnam
ytoo has not let irs
relationship with China
be stymied by the
disputes over the South
China Sea, The General
Secretary of Vietnam’s
ruling Communist Party,
Nguyen Phu Trong,
visited Beijing last week
and the joint statement
issued stated that the two

became functional in 2003, Deals
for the investments now in the headlines
were signed in May 2006; this is a project
that will not be halted because of
oblique Chinese statements. India
simply need not take heed of Chinese
views on Indian economic ventures.
What is worrisome however is the
suggestion that Indian involvement
should extend to taking an active part in
the territorial disputes themselves, and
that India should actively extend its naval
presence — either to protect OVL's
investments (to be now deemed strategic
and thereby meriting the backing of the
Indian armed [orces) or to protect the
SLOCs. A closer bilateral relationship
with Vietnam, Vietnamese rhetoric on
the South China Sea disputes and its
history of standing up to big powers are

conduct, This is not to suggest that
territorial claims and sovereignty issues
will be resolved, but certainly can become
more manageable to prevent military
conflict.

There is a common interest in making
the disputes more manageable,
essentially because, nationalistic
rhetoric notwithstanding, the parties to
the dispute recognize that there are real
material benefits at stake. A disruption
of maritime trade through the South
China Sea would entail economic losses,
and not only for the littoral stares. No
party to the dispute, including China,
has thus far challenged the principle of
freedom of navigation for global trade
through the South China Sea. The states
of the region are signatories to the

NEW SPOTLIGHT newsmAGAzZINE |Oct. 21, 2011 | 20

sides would “actively
boost co-operation” in offshore oil and
gas exploration and exploitation. [t was
also agreed that negotiations towards a
peaceful settlement of the territorial
disputes in the South China Sea would
be speeded up. military cooperation
between China and Vietnam would be
strengthened, a hotline between defence
ministers established and contacts
between high-level officials would be
increased. As of July 2011, China,
ranking 14th among Vietnam’s foreign
investors, had 805 operational projects
in Vietnam with a capitalized value of
USD 4.2 billion. Furthermore, China has
been Vietnam’s largest trading partner
since 2004, Bilateral trade between the
two was valued at USD 27 billion in 2010;
for the first half of 2011, the




corresponding value was USD 16 billion. In the event of In d_ia’Vietnam J oint Work Must Be Halted

military hostilities, the first casualty would be the
economic relationship, an outcome both countries are
keen to avoid. India and Vietnam inked
Despite what opinion pieces in the %?Ilohaf Times | ap agreement for joint oil
dy say, Cre 1S Teas Suspect the - £ DES : : - z :
may say, there is reason to suspect that _Cutm does not exploration in the South China
want to escalate conflict in the region. Although S Wl Both
commentary from the US has suggested that China £ 91 wveCnsaday: b
considers the South China Sea a “core interest”, no | countries clearly know what
official Chinese writing can be found to corroborate this. |  this means for China. China
The cles;li_,qsn;?tj on of m‘] lissue Lt[{% a “c.orlc iintc rest” by Chi 11111 may consider taking actions to
/ g il s saleguar e eres ! - &
W i'iﬂl_lltl imply 1]1(: Wil to saleguard that interest with | By S0 gre cpapee o prevent
military means. Chinese scholars are wary about such a i o
development. The caution advocated over the inclusion | MOLE e e atFe.mpL& -
of the South China Sea into the pantheon of “core | confronting Chinain the area.

interests” is a clear indication that China is not prepared Just one day after signing
to engage in direct military confrontation over the issue, an agreement on ground rules

T}‘!i‘s caution can also ['lLI‘ scen as a reflection on (_'.hin‘c.ﬂ;u to resolve maritime disputes in
military capability, which is not yet assessed as being : e
strong enough to win a war over the South China Sea | BCLjing, H.apm "Ca(’h‘"d_ all
The China National Defense News published by the | agreement with New Delhi for
Chinese PLA’s General Political Department has likened | = joint exploration. It is hard to
the use of force by China in the South China Sea to | tel] if this shows a double-
thoting one’s own foot. Not only would the use of force dealing mentality from Hanoi,
bring ASEAN together on the issue, it could conceivably coaEaa
involve the US and Japan; derail China's plans for | OF & disagreement amons
rontinued economic growth and undo China's | Vietnam’s top decision-
diplomacy based on peaceful development and | makers.
harmonious world conceptions. Chinese declarations on By inking pacts with
the South China Sea can be seen as attempts to Vit Indicz’l Siobably has
exaggerate claims so as to obtain a better negotiating : pen : ; y =
stance. The area is obviously disputed and Chinese L{CL“PH considerations 1n Its
claims to “indisputable sovereignty” do not make it any | regional strategy than simply
less so. getting barrels of oil and gas.
For Indlia to revise its policy on the South China Sea India is willing to fish in
in such conditions would be foolhardy. It is unclear how the troubled waters of the
far Vietnam would be a willing partner in escalation of ; e :
conflict with China. Given that escalation is not in | S0uth China hef’{ =0 as_to
China’s interests either, it remains unlikely that China accumulate bargaining chips
will use military force to disru pt OVL's operations (others on other issues with China.
such as ExonnMobil have continued to operate in areas There is strong political
L]jumncla!ms), [n any case, India’s military Fcl;-}t_lons motivation. behind  the
with Vietnam should deter any such occurrence. There 5 e
is no need for India to take positions on territorial EXPIGHU_‘}“ prtjcets Chinas
disputes in which it is not involved. Perhaps India could | vocal objections may not be
take a page out of the US book on this matter. Despite | heeded. China must take
claiming a “national interest” on the issue, the US has practical actions including
categorically stated that it will not take sides on the hOsE fa b b 31’0'5:th
territorial disputes. A revision of Indian policy on the . B =B
ssue should be based on a clear understanding of what fall thr_ough_
India stands to gain and how Indian national interest is China should denounce
strengthened. India’s relationships with South East |  thisagreementasillegal. Once
Asian countries are not uni-dimensional. They are not | ' India and Vietnam initiate
geared only towards checking the Chinese imprint in fhele bonlomtion Chiy o
the region but are reflective of India’s multifarious e
interests globally. As regards military support for OVIs S{?nd non--r‘mhtary forces to
operations, the issue should be reflected upon seriously. disturb their work, and cause
It is one thing to build capabilities in order to deter |  dispute or friction to halt the
misadventure, quite another to back investment with | wo countries’ exploration.
military might. This is a matter that will affect Indian In other words Chin.
ventures globally. Is India prepared — both in terms of : : o ‘
military capability and policy implications - to send should I‘Ct then.l klu?w' that
military backing for all such ventures? This is an issue | €conomic profits via such
that is larger than India’s relationship with Vietnam or | = cooperation can hardly match
China - it is a question of Indian values and vision in the risk.
s énn_g%:mm‘..«,]f,.-_" ol M=t : e To upgrade the current
tep://www.eurasiareview.com/17102011-the-south-china-sea- , S } :
disputes-why-conflict-is-not-inevitable-analysis/ dispute intoa serious conflict
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willrepresentrisks forevery country
involved. China obviously does not
want to see that happen. By
preventing the India-Vietnam
exploration, China clearly
exposes the risks and lets every
country involved share them. If
China takes noaction, the nation
will bear them alone.

Some countries are taking risks
in the South China Sea, and they
believe China will step back to
avoid conflict. As a result, China
faces increasing provocations in
the region. The effect of China's
diplomatic protest is dwindling,
In a bid to cool down the
compulsion to take risks in this
region, China has to dish out one
or two patient and firm retaliatory
measures.

India has its ambitions in the
South China Sea. However, its
national strength cannot provide
solid support for such ambitions
yet. Furthermore, thisis not India’s
urgent task in building itself into
a great power. Even in respect of
its own interests, India is just
poking its nose where it does not
belong. Indian society is
unprepared for a [ierce conflict
with China on the South China Sea
issue.

Hanoi often hesitates on
whether to confront with China on
the South China Sea. It appears
tough on China. But in fact, it has
complicated national goals, just
as China does. Territorial claims
are just one of these.

Chinese society can not
tolerate  such  repetitive
provocations in the South China
Sea. A rising China inevitably
needs to have some degree of

tolerance, and it is risky to take

rough actions against
provocations. However, an even
greater risk is to let the Chinese
public bear the grievances that
only strategists can bear.

(Global Times China)




TRANSITIONAL JUSTICE

Bill Made To Manage The Works, Responsibilities, Authority, And
Methodology Of The Proposed Human Rights Commission, 2067

Background:

Upon aceeptance of human rights as a
universal value, a state cannot do whatsoever
it pleases in terms of human rights using
internal sovereign rights as an excuse. Human
right is an issue of concern of the state as
well as the global community. Realizing the
need to form national organizations to
effectively protect and promote human rights
in every country, and declare visionary policies

on the systematic aspects and tasks of such:

institutions, a seminar of national institutions
related to human rights was held in Paris
between 7-9 October 1991, The decisions
reached by the seminar was made into a code
by the United Nations Office of the High
Commissioner for Human Rights in 1992 and
declared it as UN Resolution 45/134 in 1993.
These are known as the Paris Principles. Itis
on the basis of these principles, that national
human rights organizations are currently
evaluated, their performances judged to see
how the institutions are being managed,
whether their work of protecting and
promoting human rights are being conduicted
effectively and whether the institutions are
capable of performing their given tasks.
National Human Rights Commission -
Establishment and Identity: Taking nto
consideration that National Human Rights
Institutions have been formed and put into
operation in many countries around the world,
there is also a growing awareness in Nepal
for the same. As a result of which a demand
was made for the need to establish a national
human rights institution in the National
Assembly here in 1992 (2049BS). [n 1994
the Commission for Law Reform drafted a
Human Rights Commission Bill. Howeverin
2052 the draft was presented as a Bill for
Non Government Organizations in the
Parliament and passed accordingly due to
which the Human Rights Commission Act,
2053 came into existence. Even after a long
time since the promulgation of the Act, the
government did not take any steps towards
creating the Commission. This caused various
human rights organizations and civil society
intellectuals to demonstrate and protest to
put pressure on the government. The
Protection Front also filed a writ in the
Supreme Court asking forits intervention to
order the government to form the
Commission. On the basis of this writ the
Supreme Court issued an order to the
government to form the Commission on 13
July 1999, Howeverit took another year hefore
the Supreme Court order was implemented
and the Commission formed. Contrary to

expectations even the then democratic
government did not seem too keen on forming
the Human Rights Commission. As per the
Human Rights Commission Act 2053, the
National Human Rights Commission is an
independent and autonomous institution. It
was formed on 2 May 2000. Almest seven
years after the formation of the Commission,
the Interim Constitution of Nepal 2063 has
placed it as a Constitutional body.
Provisions related to the Commission
on the basis of Paris Principles:

The Paris Principles are the basic
guidlelines for the formation of national human
rights institutions however each country will
have adapted the principles according to their
own local conditions. The core value of the
Paris Principles is that the national human
rights institutions must be independent and
autonomous. Until and unless such

institutions are independent and autonomous

their effectiveness will always be questioned.
The Parié Principles have been summarized
in the following points below:
3.1 Provisions on Majority: This recommencls
that the variety (multiplicity) within the
country should be reflected within the
national institution as well. The
Commissioners/officials and staff should
represent the multiple ethnicities of the
country. The sectors that should be
represented in it could be non-government
organizations working in the human rights
sector, organizations working to end caste
based discrimination, trade unions, social
and professional associations eg legal
professionals, medical doctors, journalists,
university professors, religious and
philosophers,
Appointment Process: The Principles have
not outlined who will make the
appointments and how it will be made.
What it does say is that the majority
should be guaranteed and that the
appointed persons should have made
special contributions in their fields. As
the Commission should be autonomous
from the Executive, this must be taken
into consideration during the appointment
process which can be Ll(mL either through
an election or through other processes.

3 Administrative and Financial Autonomy:
[norder to ensure that its works are
conducted in a fully independent and
autonomous manner the human rights
institutions must be free of any
administrative and financial control ol the
executive. This will ensure that the
institution does not have to rely on the
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executive for the appointment of
necessary staff and the operation of its
acrivities or have any undesired influence
on its works. Regarding this the Paris
Principles clearly state “The national
mstitution must have the necessary funds
and infrastructure to operate its activities.
The objective of providing such funds is
to ensure that the institution is able to
self appoint necessary staff and arrange
tor the buildings which will make it free
of the government and also guarantee its
independence and freedom from financial
control.”

3.4 The task of the Commission: The main
task of the national institution for human
rights is to protect and promote human
rights. As a semi-judicial constitutional
agency the human rights institution will
have the right to: w ork tosolve prabkm‘}
through  reconciliation, makd
recommencdations to another able agency
hased on its own findings, inform the
victim of appropriate measures to resolve
the issue, and recommend for corrections
il it sees certain legal loopholes or
administrative flaws while studying any
complaints.

4. Positive provisions on Bill Made to Manage
the Works, Responsihilities, Authority,
and Methodology of the Proposed Human
Rights Commission:

o [t'smainobjectiveis to honor, protectand
promote human rights and effectively
implement it. (proposal)

o Definition: As per the 2053 Act, “human
rights” must be understood as rights
guaranteed by the constitution and other
relevant laws related to an individuals life,
freeclom, honor and dignity. The phrase/
word also defines the international treaties
related to human rights to which Nepal i
asignatory to. (Article 2)

o Works, Responsibility and Authoricy of
the Commission (Article 4):

(Self) Monitor or have monitored the
Nepal Government, any of its agencies,
public organizations or any other place,
Monitor rhr. state of implementation of
prevalent laws related to human rights
and recommend to the Nepal Government
for its effective implementation
Research and investigate the protection,
promotion and implementation of htiman
rights

Conduct educational awareness and
promational activities for the promotion
of human rights

Conduct other activities considered
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appropriate or necessary for the protection,
management and promotion of human
rights

The Nepal Government must ask the
Commission for recommendation before
sending reports to international treaties
that Nepal is a party to. (Article 6)
The names of individuals and agencies
that do not knowingly respect or
implement the recommendations, orders
and directives related to human rights
violations will be publicized as human
rights violators. When any individual
whose name has thus been mace public,
is recommended for a public pest, the
concerned agency may use the
documentation kept by the Commission
fora background check. (article 7)
Provisions have been provided for interim
relief and rescue (Article 9)

Complaints must be filed within 6 months
of the violation or within the same period
alter being freed from captivity or made
public. (article 10)

It will conduct investigations, take the
service of experts, and hold public
hearings. (Article 12)

Complains without facts or outside its
jurisdictions will be terminated or kept in
record. (Article 13)

Provisions for reconciliation have been
provided. However there cannot be
reconciliation on issues of gross violations
of international human rights and
humanitarian laws, and those that oppose
prevalent domestic laws. (Article 14)
Provision for compensation. (Article 16)
The Commission has to send in writing
to the concerned official, agency or
individual for the implementation of its
recommendation, decision or order.
(Article17)

Any international non-government
organization working on human rights
must first take permission from the
Commission to work [in the country]
(Article 20)

The Commission may make necessary
laws, guidelines, and directives. (Article
32)

Notes and suggestions on the Bill Made
to Manage the Works, Responsibilities,
Authority, and Methodology of the
Proposed Human Rights Commission

In the proposal “It is imperative that there
be legal provisions as per international
norms be made on the works,
responsibilities, and authority of the
human rights commission for the honor,
protection and prometion and effective
implementation of human rights” be
added because the 2053 Act has been
constricted which has earned the Bill much
negative criticism from the National
Human Rights Commission as wel

a8

the international commumnity working on
human rights.
Article 2 must be corrected eg. The
matters in “H” should be placed in “B”
In Article 2, “the Commission’s
Commissioners establishment,
appointment, qualification etc should be
aclded
In Article 3(4) whereit says the presence
ol majority of the members of the
Commission will fulfill the quorum fora
meeting, the number must be specified.
[n Article 4 (b) by provisioning that in
relation to cases registered in the court
and awaiting hearing, the Commission
may only conduct further investigations
after obtaining permission from the court,
limits the independence of the
Commission’s work, therelore the phrase
“with permission from the concerned
court” must be removed
In Article 4, when monitoring the prisons,
without pre-information, must be added
Article 7 (1) “consciously not
implementing or accepting” must be
removed because to be informed of human
rights issues and the recommendations
and directions of the Commission is
everybody’s responsihility
In Article 7 (5) the word Official level
stafl must be added as well as, the
Commission must be asked about the
concerned individual before being
promotec
In Article 9, rehabilitation and
compensation fund must be arranged,
should be added
In Article 13 (1), “if the complainers
demand is fulfilled the complain can be
ended” should be added
In Article 14, reconciliation process should
be added
Based on Annex 1 and 2
In Article 16 (3) there should be aprovision
stating, “orders can be issued to provide
fixed amounts as per the condition”. It
should also state that compensarion
packages will be as per the fixed amount
The provision that states that the
Attorney General will inform the
Commission whether the case can be
filed as per Article 17 (10) and Article
132 (2) (C ) of the Constitution which
states that if the Commission is to file
a case it must recommend, and Article
135 (2) which states that unless
otherwise written in this Constitution.
the provisions are likely to contradict
each other and must therefore be
reviewed.
When providing compensation as per
Arricle 17 the state of the vietim and the
perpetrator must be reviewed.
In Article 27 in the heading regarding

the organization of the Commission and
its tenure, the provisions regarding the
Commission’s staff must be added in
which (1) A separate Human Rights
Service shall be formed by the
Commission to conduct its works and
the staff of the Commission shall be
formed from the same service. (2) As
per Article 126 (5) of the Constitution,
while appointing or promoting in human
rights service the principles of the Civil
Service Commission will be consulred.
(3) The services, conditions, and
benefits for the human rights service
staff will be as per the regulations of
the Commission, must be added.

A provision making it mandatory for the
annual report publication detailing the
linancial statements must be added

6. Conclusion

The Paris Principles outline the universal
values of human rights and envisions an
independent and autonomous national
institution. While some countries have itasa
law and some as a constitutional body, this
makes no difference in its status. The main
challenge is in implementing human rights,
and it is necessary to make the Commission
more powertul. The implementation of the
Commission’s recommendations is a major
challenge. To end impunity, it is important
that human rights violators are punished.
While the Attorney General is the last
Constitutional authority to file cases against
criminal complaints the National Human
Rights Commission is a separate
constitutional agency. These two agencies
have been in conflict before with regards to
jurisdiction. It is important that lawmakers
and the legislative body define the laws to
end this debate.

Advocate Durga Khadka has finalized this
investigation and recommendation report
submitted to the Nepal Constitution
Foundation on the basis of inputs from women,
Janajati, Madhesi, youth and pressure groups
from other communities like. Bijaya Singh,
Nirupa Yadav, Milan Shrestha, Dhanmaya
Rana, Shyam Kumar Biswakarma, Dina
Shrestha, Shanta Sedai, Dinesh Tripathi,
Sabita Sharma, Radheshyam Adhikari,
Ganesh Dutta Bhatta, Furpa Tamang,
Abhishek Adhileari, and Dr. Bipin Adhikari.

Excerpts of the study which was
conducted by legal experts for the Nepal
Constitution Foundation, This research ha
been supported by The Asia Foundation. Views
and opinion expressed in this report are of
the authors and don’t necessarily reflects of
the Asia Foundation.®
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WORLD VISION INTERNATIONAL NEPAL

For A Just Change

Nepal saw several ups and downs in the last decade when humanitarian
emergencies affected children, families and communities. But World
Vision International Nepal (WVIN) continued to respond in
emergencies. Now WVIN has positioned itself as a child-focused
community-based organization. The WVIN “Area Development

Program” (ADP) has already brought about drastic changes in the lives
of the poor, marginalized and vulnerable population, particularly children
with 14 ADPsin all five development regions of Nepal.

By A CORRESSPONDENT

A water tap has changed the life of a
girl in Sudal VDC of Bhaktapur. Sunita,
12, no longer needs to go on a long walk
to fetch a bucket of water. She uses the
time saved to study and play. Clean water
from the tap also promises better health
for her family members.

The drinking water project,
constructed with support from the World
Vision International Nepal's (WVIN)
Bhaktapur Area Development Program
caters to 532 households in Sudal
Village Development Committee, 13
kilometers east of Nepal's capital city.

Far away to the west, women of

Chetanshil Mothers’ Group at Talchaur
of the Chandanpur Village Development
Committee in Jumla district, have a
reason torejoice over the change in their
livelihoods brought about by off-season
vegetables. By selling vegetables, women
in the village, which is 500 kilometers in
the northwest of Kathmandu, are
generating money to support their
children’s education. In a food deficit
district of the mid-western hills, these
women grow and sell off-season
vegetables to buy stuff like rice and
cooking oil. Better availability of food
has promised to make their children
healthier,

Asmita Sardar and her family, in
Madesha Village Development
Committee of Sunsari district of the

terai, are proud about having a toilet in
their home. The 8-year old girl feels her
dignity and prestige were enhanced by
the toilet, which indirectly reduces the
annual health bill for the family as well.
Diarrhea, typhoid and other water-borne
diseases, attributed earlier to the open
defecation practice, are now things of the
past for the backward and poverty-
stricken Madesha villagers as they all
have access to toilets at home.

WVIN's Sunsari Area Development
Program has supported construction of
304 water hand pumps and 4,793
houschold toilets. Under the program,
it conducted arsenic test on 2,126 tube
wells, established five compost chambers
for making fertilizers, sought to raise
awareness about proper sanitation and
the importance of tree planting through
social mobilization of women, among
other cleaning cam paigns. ADP program
also helped declare 13 villages in seven
VDC’s as Open Defection Free Zones.

From poverty-stricken, remote, hilly
village of Jumla to the Madheshi
community in the plains, WVIN’s
program has helped uplift the life of poor
dalits,

The story of Chisa B.K, mother of four,
goes to show how the program works. Five
years ago, Chisa’s hushand abandoned
her and their four children for another
woman. Her life became hard.
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However, the women’s saving and
credit group of her village, run under
WVIN’s Lamjung Area Development
Program’s micro finance activities, made
several things possible in her life. After
she joined the group, she got a loan to
buy a buffalo. She sold milk
changed her fortune.Depositing just a
hundred rupees in 111cmbu=,]1i[ 5 fees,
Chilsa maximized the utility of the loan
she received from the group. With
income multiplying, she now owns a
small piece of land she bought at Sundar
Bazar VDC of Lamjung where she built a
two-room house for her children and
herself.

When 5-year old Paro and 3-year old
Parbati were admitted to Early Child hooc‘
Development (ECD) centerat Lakhantari
VDC of Morang district, 600 kilometers
southeast of the capital, they were
suffering from malnutrition. By cating
the food provided by the center over time,
they came hack on their good health.

“As children of the Mushhar
community, without regular income and
land, they did not have enough food to
eatand were weak,” said Fulsariya Majhi,
facilitator of the center. In 2010, WVIN’s
Morang Area Development Program
supported many young children like
Paro and Prabin in 17 ECDs in the
district.

WVIN has been supporting various

and




Chisa BK and her children in front of their newly built home

development programs in Nepal from
Morang in the east to Jumla in the mid-
west to Kailali in the far west, helping
the poor, marginalized and vulnerable
communities.

The programs are aimed at
addressing the most worrying indicators,
malnutrition and sanitation, among the
communities. Every second child under
five (49%) in Nepal is stunted or has a
low height for age; a result of chronic

ndernourishment. Over half of Nepal's
children between the ages 0-17 years
have no access to a toilet of any kind.

Investing in children’s well-being is
not only a social and moral imperative,
it is an economically sound investment
strategy for the future. Poverty is more
than insufficient income for meeting
consumption needs. Whether a child
lives in poverty depends on access to
public goods and services such as safe
water, health care, education and
protection from risks associated with
physical work and abuse.

Diseases caused by unclean water
and bad sanitation are responsible for
70 deaths per day of children under five:

According to WHO it is estimated that
diarrheal disease and Acute Respiratory
Infection (ARI) account for 18% of
deaths among children under five years.
Recent calculations by WHO estimate
about 13,000 children under five years
die each year in Nepal from diarrheal
diseases and a further 13,000 from AR

Despite improved enrolment rates,
723,000 children (9.5%), predominantly
from marginalized groups, still lack
access to education. Social exclusion
barriers due to caste, ethnicity and
language play a major role in spreading
the rewards of education equitably.

Inits decade long presence in Nepal,
WVIN launched many projects to uplift
the marginalized and poor people of
Nepal. Along with these cases of five
districts, at present WVIN is operational
in 12 districts of Nepal focusing on
improving children’s well-being through
child-focused programs. It has been
supporting programs for development,
disaster management and the promotion
of social justice.

“Children are the most vulnerable to
the effects of poverty. World Vision
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works with each partner community to
ensure that children enjoy improved
nutrition, health and education,” writes
Trihadi Saptoadi, Regional Leader
World Vision South Asia and Pacific in
his message for the tenth year
celebration of World Vision in Nepal.
“World Vision carries a hope for the
children of Nepal with a vision * for every
child life in all its fullness , for every
heart, the will to make it so’. Together
with our community partners, I am glad
to share that we have witnessed modest
success in realizing this vision for many
children in Nepal. Many have gone back
to school. Many have access to safe
drinking water and sanitation. Many are
immunized and well-nourished. Many
are well cared for by families with
increased incomes, Many are
empowered with a voice. There are many
success stories and the communities are
testimony to the transformational
development work that s bringing hope
to the lives of children in many village
development committee across Nepal,”
adds Saptoadi in his message.

World Vision started its




DEVELOPMENT

“The INGO Community Can Only Play A Supporting Role ”

MICHAEL FRANK

MICHAEL FRANK, country director
of World Vision International Nepal
(WVIN) has been in Nepal for more than
two years. Michael, who is also SC
member of Association of International
Non-governmental Organization, has
travelled Nepal widely. Michael spoke
to NEW SPOTLIGHT on various issues
regarding the role of WVIN in Nepal’s
development process. Excerpts:

How do you evaluate the activities
launched by World Vision
International Nepal in the last one
decade?

Over the past ten years there have been
anumber of formal and informal methods
to judge progress towards project
development objectives. Each of our
program areas (Area Development
Programs or ADP) have an annual plan
of activities which is based on our long-
term strategic objectives. Regular reports
are submitted by the ADP management
on progess towards achieving the annual
plan. A formal evaluation is conducted
once a year which is led by Social Wellare
Council and includes involvement of
concerned line ministries and other
stakholders. There are also sector
specific evaluations that are organized
by donor agencies.

As there are many NGOs and INGOs
working in empowering women and
children, what are the focused areas
(working districts) of World Vision
International Nepal?

World  Vision consults and
coordinates closely with other INGOs
that focus on mothers and children to
development initiatives in Nepal in 1982
by donating funds to local groups for
building hospitals and providing health
care. In response to the 1988 earthquake,
World Vision helped local non-
governmental organizations in providing
assistance to the people affected.
Similarly, in 1993, World Vision helped
people affected by the floods through
local partners.

According to World Vision’s Annual
Review of 2010, World Vision
International Nepal, a Christian relief,
development and advocacy organization
dedicated to working with the children,

cnsure there is no overlap. In selecting
geographic locations for project activities
World Vision does an intensive
assessment with the involvement of the
local governments (District and VDC)
and communities in order to select the
most needy areas and the areas that are
not currently being reached by other
INGOs.

What is your observation in Nepal
regarding the status of children?

Much progress has been achieved over
the past ten years in improving the
health of mothers and children. The
government deserves a lot of credit.
However, there is still much to he done
to build on the achievements, We
cannot rest until every mother and child
enjoy the benefits of good health and
with ready access to all their heath needs.

As Nepal has made a tremendous
progress in the child health and the
country is likely to meet Millennium
Development Goals, how do you see
the role of INGOs?

The INGO community can only play
a supporting role to the government and
the community. Sustained achievement
of the Millennium Development Goals
(MDG) can only happen through
government programs and policy.
INGOs can effectively support the
government programs especially in
remote areas that suffer from lack of
adequate infrastructure and access to
services but long term sustainability of
MDG will only achieved by concerted
efforts  of the community and
government.

families and communities to overcome
poverty and injustice, formally started its
long term development work in Nepal
after signing both general and project
agreements with the Social Welfare
Council in 2001

WVIN has also introduced the
Integrated Programming Model in its
working ADPs, a model that equips
World Vision local —level staff to work
effectively with partners toward the
sustained well-being of children within
families and communities- especially
the most vulnerable This has helped it
toreach out to large numbers of poor and
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What is observation about Nepal?
Before arriving in Nepal two yEars ago,
I had the typical perception held by most
foreigners - Nepal is a beautiful |
Shangra La - esque country with
wondrous mountain landscape and very
friendly and hospitable people. This is
definitely true but Nepal is much more
complex when one considers the history,
the cthnic diversity, and the political
dynamics. I have high hopes that Nepal
will achieve peace and a new constitution
and then make rapid progress in
economic and social development. More
than any other country where [ have lived,
there is a wealth of good will towards
Nepal and the Nepali people by other
countries. The world is with Nepal and
truly supports the efforts for a more
healthy, prosperous and peaceful Nepalq
marginalized population and children

in different parts of Nepal.

[n 2010, WVIN served 239,782 people
through its community development,
relief and advocacy program. WVIN's
country strategy (2010-2013) has a goal
to empower vulnerable children, their
families, and communities in Nepal to
improve their quality of life in dignity
and peace. The strategy has identified
three key sectors where it might serve,
namely Maternal Child Health and
Nutrition, Education, and Livelihood,
two contextual sectors, namely water and
sanitation and hygiene (WASH), and




o

HIV and AIDS with child protection asa
major cross cutting thing.

Introduced in 2007, advocacy is
another important area of the WVIN's
work which aims to improve the lives of
children by influencing government
policies and the allocation of resources
for social and economic activities that
benefit the poor. Under this, it supported
networks and coalitions ensuring child
rights in the new constitution of Nepal,
established links with government units
and developed a framework for Child
Friendly Local Governance in
collaboration with UNICEF. Working
with coalitions such as Children as Zone
of Peace and Child Protection (CZOPP)
and the Consortium of Organizations
Working for Children’s Participation,
other NGOs, and UN agencies, the

oice and encouraged their participation
in the drafting of the new constitution
in Nepal. In addition this, WVIN worked
closely with above mentioned bodies in
protecting and promoting child rights
in Nepal.

WVIN's work in the area of
Humanitarian Emergency Affairs has
significantly contributed to disasterrisk-
reduction and preparedness activities in
all of its ADPs and timely responses to
major disasters in Nepal. In 2007, WVIN
responded to the monsoon floods in
Saprtari helping thousands of displaced
population in 12 VDCs. In August 2008,
WVIN was amongst the first to respond
with food and non-food items when
Saptakoshi river, one of the largest river,
broke its embankment and started
flowing directly to villages and
destroying crops and displacing
thousands of people. The organization
continued with recovery and
rehabilitation for a period of more than
two years in the months that followed
focusing on three flood affected VDCs
namely Haripur, Sripur and Paschim
Kushaha.

“Getting the opportunity to observe
the 10 years work in Nepal gives me
immense pleasure as well as hope. I hope
that WVIN in future will have increased
opportunities to work for the betterment
of vulnerable communities focusing on
children. WVIN has revised its strategy
and now we have put systems and

organization aimed to give children a

Paro, right having her meal in an ECD center in Lakantari VDC

structures in place to forward the
development, advocacy and relief work
in Nepal. “shares Michael Frank,
National Director-World Vision
International Nepal in WVIN's Annual
Review 2010.

Appreciating the role of INGOs like
World Vision International Nepal,
Social Welfare Council(SWC) in its
evaluation report (for FY 2006-2010) has
observed that the overall impact of
WVIN's project in the community was
found to be effective. “Stakeholders have
appreciated WVIN's activities in
education, child clubs, livelihood,
health, sanitation, nutrition and ECCD,”
writes SWCin its report.

“World Vision International Nepal
has made a great contribution to Nepal's
development programs carrying out
various programs. WVIN's Area
Development Program is a successful
model for Nepal,” says Chhewang Lama
Sherpa, member secretary of Social
Welfare Council.

Children are assets

Nepal's most valuable resource isits
young people. According to the state of
children in Nepal (2011), prepared by
the CCWB on the basis of preliminary
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data provided by the Central Bureau of
Statistics, the under-14 population in the
country is 9,968 489—4,837 083 females
and 5,131,406 males,

“Political instability, inadequate
budget and geographical barriers are the
main causes of the lack of guarantee of
child rights in the country. So the
government should introduce programs
that can meet these challenges. We also
need the support from civil society
organization like INGOs,” Dharma Raj
Shrestha, executive director of the
Central Child Welfare Board
(CCWB).The 2011 Nepal Demographic
and Health Survey (2011 NDHS) revealed
that Nepal needs to take many steps to
improve the living conditions of
children. It will remain so for the next
20-25 years.

Although WVIN's programs are
small, what they have shown is the
children of today are the foundation of
tomorrow, they must be equipped to
reach their full potential. One of the key
focus of WVIN's work is placing children
at the forefront of national
development.®




Have A Healthy Diwali

-By BUDDHA BASNYAT, MD

Tihar is synonymous with sweets. All
the sweet shops in Nepal will do brisk
business in Tihar, But this may, all toe
sadly, also be the time to reflect on
dangers of eating “mithais” to our hearts’
content. These “mithais” are the
equivalent of chocolates in the Western
world, When we are in a celebratory
mood, we buy a box of “mithais” just like
Westerners buy a box of chocolates and
share this with our relatives and friends.
Binging on “mithais” (just like eating
too much chocolate) or eating them on a
regular basis may predispose us to
diabetes. In present day South Asia, in
the list of diseases, diabetes is sure
grabbing headlines.

This is because South Asia holds the
dubious distinction of the largest
collection of diabetics in the world. The
amazing thing is that in the Western
world the diabetic is usually a fat person,
but unfortunately for us in South Asia
the thin slender person too has a good
chance of suffering from diabetes. In
other words we seem to be acquiring this
disease even without some of the major
risk factors( like obesity) as in the West.
This may mean we need to be more

careful, For example, the cut-off for the
waist size for a Western male that can
tip him into having metabolic problems
( like diabertes) is 40" But for South
Asian male, the cut- off may be just 37
or38'. Life does not seem fair,

And clearly this rampant disease
( diabetes) is the king of cardiovascular
problems; that means a greater
likelihood of strokes, heart attacks,
kidney failures, and blindness to name
some of the important complications of
diabetes. At least with our widespread,
infectious illnesses like TB, malaria, and
typhoid, there are antibiotics that will
cure the problem. Unfortunately with
cardiovascular illnesses, often it is control
of the disease rather than cure which is
realistic. Furthermore in a poor country
like Nepal the financial consequences
of the treatment of cardiovascular
illnesses are all too daunting,

As though this were not enough,
there may also be a genetic component
that predisposes people from South Asia
to heart disease. When studies were
carried out in South Asians living in the
UK, it was found that the South Asian
population had a higher risk of heart

disease than the local UK populationfor
the same gender and age group. Similar
studies have also come out of the
USAamong South Asians. In fact, a well
established cardiac gene defect (
MYBPC3) has been shown to afflict 4 9%
of the South Asian population
predisposing them to cardiovascular
illness, Four percent in South Asia
translates to millions of people. Indeed
even the WHO says that South Asia will
soon be the hub for cardiovascular illness.

So why bring up this’doom and
gloom™ news during this magnificent
festival of lights? There may be genetic
predispositions to illnesses for which we
are incapable ol doing anything. But
there are good health habits within Dul.
control that Diwali lights can remind us
ol; Eating less sweets and oil soaked
kebabs, going for morning walks to get
out of rhat sedentary lifestyle, keeping
our blood pressure under good control
with medicines if necessary, checking
our cholesterol level, and finally
stopping smoking. Unquestionably the
health risk of smoking in Kathamandu
valley with its rampant pollution is a true
double whammy. B

Malla Bags Golf Junior Winner Title |

Prithvi Malla won the junior golf
tournament held at Royal Nepal Golf
Course (RNGC) on Saturday-15 August
2011 jointly organized by Nepal Golf
Association (NGA) and Himalayan
Youth Goll Association (HYGA) U.S.A.
This tournament was held after three-

month training under
the S Youth™ Golf
Development Program.

Junior's selection was
organized to promote
junior golfers, which is
first of its kind.

Total of 66 juniors under 18
| participated for the tournament
| and training session.
Prithvi Malla aged 13 scored

23 points in the nine-hole
| tournament with 1 Birdie, 5 Parr
whose handicap was 18.
. Malla Recently won LG
| Junior open tournament. He has‘

already received 10 other
trophies.

NTBadopts ‘3rd Planet’ Tech

As part of Nepal's tourism promotion
drive, the Nepal Tourism Board (NTB) has
adopted the world’s pioneering technology
in the tourism industry named S3rd Planet’,
an interactive three-dimensional tourism
platform, in collaboration with Singapore-
based 3rd Planet Pre Ltd.

Developer of this platform, 3rd Planet
Pte Lrd, has collaborated with NTB in its
inaugural project ‘Journey to Everest’ to
showease Nepal and its myriad of potential
destinations in ways done never before. NTB
is the first official tourism board to use this

cutting-edge technology,

NTB said 3rd Planet creates interactive
3-dimensional replicas of major global tourism
locations with sounds and special effects
showecasing a realistic environment which
users can interact with before they make visit,
“The major abjective to be associated with the
latest technology is to showease realistic
picture of Nepal to the world,” said NTB
Spokesperson Aditya Baral,

“The selection of 3rel Planet Pre Ltd as a
global online media partner was an important
decision for us. The heauty of Nepal cannot

just be deseribed in pictures and words, and
3rd Planet has an amazing technology that
enablesus to showcease our countryin a totally
new dimension,” said NTB CEO Prachanda
Man Shrestha.

Pawan Tuladhar, chairman of Pacific Asia
Travel Association (PATA)'s Nepal Chapter,
said users can experience sights and sounds
ol several tourism locations enline in ‘Journey
to Everest’, and find that Nepal has a lot
more to offer to the global audience than
Mount Everest.” The software is webh-based
and is supported across all major browsers
through a small client download and is free
for consumers to use.
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Nabil Bank introduces menu based mobile bank service
for the very first time in Nepal.

You can now enjoy banking services through

your mobile absolutely free

m Userfriendly menu based services By .
m Text base SMS also supported % o : '
= Application form can be obtained from any Nabil Bank Branch oHic& or downloaded from Www,ng
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7’s not just lucky. Its super-lucky.

Features

* Yearly interest rate : 7%
* Minimum balance : Rs. 100,000/-
* Unlimited withdraw| and deposit

fewTeram EED ffes
< &) Himalayan Bank Limited

(A Joint Venture with Habib Bank Limited - Pakistan)

* 50%** discount in all banking services \{ =
* Accidental Death Insurance of upto Rs. 500,000/- The Power to Lead

* Free SMS Banking Service Corporate Office and Thamel Branch

* Free Any Branch Banking Service (ABBS) Thamel, Phone No: 4250201, Fax: 977-1-4222800
= : E-mail; hbl@himalayanbank.com

Rl tcmetbaniing bervice Website : www.himalayanbank.com

* Special counter for easy & fast banking

For more details contact any of our branches

* Contitions Apply
** L ocker, Fund Transfer, T.C., Draft, Statement, Chequebook, Loan Facility & other facilities
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