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It was a business as usual on l\1arch 8. 
The lmcrnational Women's Day was 
celebrated \\ ith \'arious programs 
across the globe. '\Jcpal has also been 
celebrat ing the Day since 1975. In the 
bst 37 years, a lot of transformation 
has uken place in the lh es of 
Nepalese \\'Omen. I hey ha\'l: matlc 
tremendous pro~rcs'l in educat ion, 
health ,mel Other Sl'ctOfS. J'hcrc .trt: 
man> in(xnti\'cs to till' \\Omen and the 

vcmment is giving high prinnty to 
thdr uplift. Along\\ 1th these nnlL'S nf 
pro~ress and hop~.:. the situ.uinn 
remains some\\ hat Lkspairi ng ,\s wdl. 
l11 rural parts of the country and l'VCn 

in urh,tn <trc.h, \ inlcnLL .tg.ltnst 
women L·ominuL s to incre.tsl' In the 
name nl witch, wnmcn in rural parts 
of 1\qxd .trc physically assau luxl and 
kilkd Nepa)'o.., HI\ I \InS pre\ .lienee 
is c.kclining hut the numha of 
infected housewives is alarmingly 
nsmg \s more males arc going .tbmad 
lnr work, they cnnll.: hack to inkct 
their spouses. ln this issue, vH have 
brought women's Issues as t he <.:over 
story \ \' e invited \',trious stakehokkrs 
ro discuss the issues for the co\'erap,c. 

DcspitL' dforrs or political parties, ir 
is still uncertain whct.hcr the new 
consti tution wi ll be promulgated by 
May 27. If NcpaJ faits ro promulgate 
the new constitution, the country will 
ha,·c to sec a maj0r political upheaval. 
This issue also looks into this matter. 

with this. we have also covered 
all other important political and 
economic issues. 
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NEWSNOTE 

Indian Ambassador Visits Pension 
Camp 

Javant Pra-;ad, Ambassador of lndw 
ro cpal. recently visited Butwal to 
rc\ il \\' the funct it'n in~ of nn!J.m ng 
Sc<l'mn:tl Pcnc;ion P.1ytnp, Camp at 
ni<;mcr Soldier Bo.trd. Phuh' ari ( Bum·al) 
and .usn L hairnl .m c:\ ~en kcmcn rally. 
Besides interacting\\ ith the \·eter.m-; .1nd 
obt.1111in~ ftr~t hand kcdbaek ahout 
thdr rn)hkm-.; he .tlso di-,trthuted 
,,,rinus gr.lnls to 'cll'r.m-. .111d ltH111l't.ll)' 

a'>sbt<II1CC tn the \\'<lr" idnw;-,. 
ALLnrdmg Ln 1 ndian l mbao.;~y pt·css 

rclea~c. th.: LLliH.c pt of ~·nndulltng 
Seasonal Pt·n s ion I' a y i ng C am p \Vas 
inst it utl·tl prim.tn ly a:-, a wt'lfai"L'l1ll',tsu re 
lor Covcrnnwnt Il l lndi.t pen:-;innL·rs in 
the y.:ar 1Q'i9. 

Pension Paying Otlke te<lt1ls move Ln 
l'an mt" parts nl N<.:pal and di.,trihutc 
p~.:n::.tnn <tnd nthn L'lllohtmcnts te1 
pt'nsinnl·r ..... 1 ht!<. pl.n lnrm J'i tlsn hcing 
ut ili:!ed to inta.llt "it h '\q1.tli niTiu.tls 
lnc.lll)' deputed in that .uL·a, .tnd n:st)IH• 
\'annus 1!-...,UC.., rd.ued to ih \'L'tcran .. J 

Japan's Gran t To School Sector 
Reforms 

I he Gtwt.:rnmcnt nf J•lP<ln has 
cxr~·ntkd a p,rant assist.tntc l~l nine 
hundred and thirty mil linnjapanL''>C yen 
(Y930,000,0l)0), equ iV<llcnt to 
approximatdy ni ne hunclrnl and ten 
mi ll inn, fo ur hu ndred and seventy 
thou&:tnd Nq1nlc.se rupees 
(NRs.910,470,000) in .J apan's 1:y 20 11,to 
the Govern ment of Ne pa l fo r rhc 
implementat ion nf the Project fo r Basic 
Ec.lu<.a tion Improveme nt in Suppon of 
School Sector Reform in Nepal. 

Speaking on t he occasion, 
Ambassador Takahashi expre~>sed his 
firm hope that the grant will comribute 
in meeting the n,ttion,tl concern of the 
Government of Nepal and international 
commitments in the education sector 
emphasizing equitable access by 2015. 
In addition, he also hoped that the 
continued Japanese economic 
cooperation to Nepal would accelerate 
the socio economic development 
programs of the Government of Nepal, 
thereby. strengthen ing the existi ng 
friendly relations between japan and 

epa!. 
W orld Bank To Strengthen Debt 
Framework 

The World Bank's Board of Executive 

"lntng. urrcnt thercarr l6 
St·asllllal Pension Paying Camps whid1 
arc being tonduLLcd 1 wil'l' a }'l;t l hy 
thr~.:c r._.nsion Paying Oll'it:cs hw.ttl'd .lt 

Kathmandu , Pokhara and 11h.tr.ln. 
Season.1l Pension Paying Camp. llutwal 
is tht: hrgc~t camp with dcpemk nq• of 
;tpprox. 13,000 prnsi.onel";. 

A~ nn J,nr then.: <ll't. sonw 1,2'5,00tl 
puls innn.., whn are drawin).\ t hL·i r 
pcn;;inn~ry emolument s fro nt '.tri1H1s 
1\:nsion Paying Oftkcs of the lnd tan 
l·mb.ts'>y (;cwernmull nf India 
dbt ribut <.:s appro\. \JR 2000 C1'1He!<. 
.111nu.tlly in ~:pal as pL'nsinn Ill tt.., 
pc:no;inncrs 

Oirectors has appron:d a number of 
improvements to the analytilal 
framework used for a'>~es~i ng tkht 
sustainability and allocating IDA 
resources in low income cnuntrks. 
The'>e improvements ensure the 
framework remains relevant given the 
changing macrocconom ic landscape 
faci ng low income countries. 

The pa per, Rev is it ing the Dc h( 
Susrainability Fmmework for l.nw Income 
Countries, which a I so was cl iscusscd hy 
the Board nf the International Monemry 
Fund (1M F). r roviclcs a comprehensive 
review of t he De bt Susta in ahil ity 
Framework (DSF). a joint World Bank 
I M F tool used to conduct public and 
external debt sustainability analysis. 
EASA Mission Visits Nepal 

Representatives of the European 
Aviation Safety Agency (EASA) recently 
visited . cpa] to conduct a technical 
assistance rllission. The mission aimed 
at enhancing the regulatory capabilities 
of the Civil Aviation Authority of Nepal 
( CAAN). The two sides sought to develop 
a roaclrnap in the field of aviation safety 
oversight. 
Bangladesh Embassy Observes 
Martyr's Day 

Bangladesh Embassy in Nepal 
obser ved the Martyr's Day and 

International Mother Lmguage Day 2012 
by orp,ani=ing various programs. In order 
to ob~ervc the clay, the Embassy drew up 
programs, including hoisting the 
natt nnal flap, at half mast, observance of 
one minute silence and prayer for the 
... ah at ton of the departed souls of the 
martyrs, \\'ho ... acnficed their valuable 
live-. for the mother language and for the 
progt"L's.., and prosperity of the country 
as "ell ,l'; for the global peace; 
discu ... sinn ..... on the importance or the 
day; L·ultural program and bu[ctlunch. 

t-\<.:cnrding to a press release of 
Banp,l,tdcsh Emb<tssy, the meeti ng was 
cha ir<.:tl hy the Amhassado r of 
Bangladesh Ll1 Nepal Dr. Neem Chandra 
Bhnwmik . In additinn, some foreign 
diplomats atcredircd tn Nepal, 
cxp.ttrbte .... B.l!1gladc.,his and Nepalese 
tl ign i tarics nl <.li rr crcnt sectors attended 
the program. 

--~--~--~~~.d 

ADB Pled ges To Con t inue 
Support 

l'he Asian Development Bank (A DB) 
w il l to ntinue to s upport Nepal's 
eco nomie reform and development 
agenda w hile t he coun t ry strives to 
co mplete Lhe ongo ing peace and 
constitution d rafling process, said ADB 
Vice President of Operations, Xi 
Zhno, al the end his three clay visit 
the country. 

"Tht' staling up of ADB's assistance 
to epal in the recent years testifies to 
ADB's strong commitment to Nepal's 
development and poverty reduction 
cfforts,ft said Zhao. 

During his meetings with Prime 
Minister Baburam Bhattarai and other 
senior government officials, Zhao 
stressed that it was crucial for the 
Government of Nepal to stay on course 
on economic reforms to reduce poverty, 
address development challenges and 
work to achieve sustainable econom ic 
g rowLh fo r ongoing peace and 
SLabiHty.• 
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"Chaudhary Group li as An Eye On liydroelectricity, 
Telecommunication And Aviation Sector" 

NlR Vt1NA KUMAR CHAUDHARY 
General t-.1anagcr,ChaudharyGroup 

You arc the General Manager of the Chaudbray group, 
w hic h carries a long his t ory and pride. Vlhat are ym1r 
feelings as a young man entrusted with the top job of a 
very big organization? Arc you holding the position of GM 
just because it is your family business or have you been 
nominated for your competency? 

I'm not in rhc po~ltlnn JU!>t becau~c I'm in Ill}' family business or 
hectuse it i~ Ill}' right. ( h;~udharn~roupcarricsa big historicallegaey 
and .tft.:r I '50 }'Can, '>i m:e 1t.~ inleption, it i ~> now not only mine or my 
l.unily''> hu.,incss. Thl: grm1p is a business organi5ation o[ the whole 

u1untry. To lead such :t big organi::ation, the 
lirs t t hing you need is competency. 1 he 
famil y legacy .tlnnc is not enough Ln get to 

th ~ pn,.,itinn. There arc lots of big 
rl'spon.,ihi li tic~> as!'ocinrccl wiLI1 the tl,p joh. 
It it-. \'ery l.' h.tl k-np,i ng. 

l tal<c it .ts a w ry big .tch ien:ment fnr Ill)' 
t'an:cr as wcll at this agl:. Somc of my frit:nds 
. m· Mill h.tnging wilh thl:irstudics. So, I h:cl 
proud to h.t\l' rcl:L'h·cd 1 he joh 

What arc your job rcsponsibi li tic'i? 
I h1l< after all thl· operations of the.: 

< h.mdhary C.rnup t hroughnut Nepal 1\1y .,mall brother \',mm 
< h.utdhaq• .tl ... o lnok.., tfta .t k\\ .ma .... \nc.l I'm alsn lnnking ,thl·r 
m.tn) intnn.llH\n,tl htt.,tnl"" n.nturc .... (hcrall, I ha\e m.tn} 
I e"l'l<lll<,ihiht le .... 

\Vhat art' your Ill'\\ imt·stmcnt-. pl:tno; for the company, 
hmh in..,idt· and out.,idt· the cnuntry? 

\ \'e .trl .drL.tdy t htnktng ,th.lut mve,.,tmLntmthe powcr seLtor. 
Jlmwr l rist ... h.t ... hullkTl'd I hL nn:r.tlltkwlopmcnt or the l'Ntntry. I 
tnd my nlmp.tny .m· \'tT} '-t'll'>illv, l1>\\ .trd~ rhe l:nunrry'-. turn·nr 
situ.ttinn Sn, tn cxpand 111) business .tnd tn ht.lp thc nation, we arc 
nuking scrinus plan., fnr 111\'e.,tment in t h 1-. a rca. 

\ \'l h.tw .tlst> st.trtl·d di~->ltl ssinns with t hl· intt·rn.trional p;mm:r-. 
h>r 1 hc l.'SI ahlishllll' llt nl l·nglnL·ering, PrnLurcm~.:nt and Construction 
( H'( ). ((., has .tl-.n nmicl'llthat thcn.: <liT hig ''PJ1t>rtumties in the 
1 dt:t'nmmun icat inn and :tviat ion st'l'tors in NL·pal. \.Ve arc also workinp; 
In l.'XIW1d I hc l·.tst \ tlm·ing Coi1Sllll1t'l' CPI>ds (1-MCCs) or thc cc 
group. I i kc.:w is~.:, wc.: arc .dso pi ann i ng to inu-casl: t hc real csLtlc 
ht1si ntss. 

l3cinp. a third gtncrat inn businessman, what do you feel 
about the future ol tht· country's investmcnl environment 
and it-. product ivit y? 

To say ., i ntTl'l'l). till' t·nunt ry''> hw.me.,s environment has hl·en 
worscni nv; 1 h1s ha~ luppened due rn country's I ragilc political 
Ln\ tmnmcnl. I .thor problem l'i al"o c.tu-.mg prnhlems over the last 
It:\\ years. Still! .un optimi-.til I see lots of hope~ for pcoplc lhinkinp, 
.tbour 111\c!.rinp; m '\t·p.\1 C haudh,try group will also act on rhi<. 
nppnrruntt} \\' ith the nnprnn:ment in 111\'C,.tmcnt dim.llC, 
•xoduLti\·iry will also tnt rL-.\~l '>tmult.mcnu<>ly. (Karobar) 

"Insurance Sector Tl as Grown Due To Competition" 
BliARAT BASNLT 

( 1-0 of \atinml Lik Insurance company 
F rom your 25 )'<'ltrs' cxpc.-icncc in the life insurance sector, 

what can you snv about the future of insurance business? 
If a cor;,p<my ~clchrates its 25 years of establishment. it means 

that the comrany has heen accepted in the market and has got a 
permanent status. We can fee l that the society views National Life 
as their own company. 

A lthou gh four decades have rassed s ince the form al 

ECONOMIC BRIEF 

establishment of the insurance sector. however, the business has 
taken place only during the last decade. There were lots of problems 
that wcre hindering the private insurance sector. People didn' t usc 
to trust insurance companies. But over time, insurance companies 
have proved themselves. 

Peoplt: have started taking Insurance sector positively and the 
business has also taken pace and it grew and l believe insurance 
sector will grO\\ even more in the near future. 

What is ) our experience of "or king with a fe" and then 
many competing companies'! 

Ironically. when there were a fe"' companies. there was not 
much worl-. . In the past four years. insurance sector tool-. a big leap. 

Thc market share of National L i li: grew to 19 percent from 8-9 
percent. So. along with the increase in the number of companies. the 
insurance market has also cxpunded adequately. National Life is 
moving forward with u goa l 10 lead the insurance sector of the 
country, but we stil l need to work a lot lo r thm. 

What nrc the main reasons thnt a customer should buy 
insurance from the National Lil'l! Insurance'? 

Nal ionnl Life is a eompany thut has already proven itself. Along 
with satisfying both tho.:: investors and customers, National Life has 
ful fil led all its societal responsibil ities. 

Ot her companies arc providing bonuses diln:rcnlly to di fTcrent 
products but we <lre g iving the same bonus rate in all types of 
insurance produt:ls . 

We went lo the market niTering nearly all the imcrnationa l 
insurance products, 'o e(1mmon people can choose their type of 
product frnm a variety. We also have thc latest softwar~.:s. wh ich 
mal-.cs transactions e<ts1c.:r. 

We arc providing sen 1ccs in all 75 districts oft he country from 
our 90 branches and \\ith the help of morc than 200 employees. 
Finally as \\ e arc prm idtng qtmlity sen icc for more than 25 year<;. 
so I thin!.. customers\\ dl definttcly choosc 'attonal Life. (1--:aro/Jm) 
Investment Climall' Is Not Good 

Sl n Ai\1 SUNDA I~ I AI KAKS/-11\PA II 
'\n\ h· rkctcd IHL·~ttknt nl llllld 

A..,sottaunn Nq1.tl (II \1\1) Shyam Sund.tr 
I .11 "ak~h.tp.tt 1 h.t~ ,,uti t h.tt '\cp.tlesc 
llLt~o.inr~s l11l'n han not ht·tn .thlc to inw;,t 
d~t-.p l tl h,t\ mg ~Ill plu~o. funtb due to l.tc k tll 
~o.cturi t y. I k L':-\)11'L'SSL'd his .... tdnt·~s nvcr the 
tlt: tcrillr;Hion PI in1·estmem cli111atr int hc 
Ct\Uill ry. 

Prc~o.itl~ n t (,:tk~hapati wn~> spcaking at 
a program nrgani::l·d hy dw I 'l'til·rat ion nl 
Nepali .Jnurn.tlish, 11alp:t hr.uKh ,tt I anHL'n, I k said rhat pnliric:d 
p.m it's im r rk· l'l' wi th i IWl'Mi np, i 11 vanou~ sccwrs lil<e i ndu~tric~ and 
hmcls Poli tical partie., comt: and ;~sk lor rccru il i ng t heir cadres jusr 
aln:r inn·~t ing, s!Hht· hu~-.int·s~o.ml:ll~->till didn't haYe agO<xl invcstmcnl 
c li matc, he s.ud 

l k ;tddl'd only whl:n hw,lnessmcn c.m invcst frl:cl}'. the nation 
Lan take a nc\\ k.tp 111 dt:n-lnpmcnt 

I ntcrest Rates wi II Go Down 
}'U\ 'A R1U KIIA Tf\.VADA. Governor 

1 h~ gm·crnor ,,f '\cp.tl R.t~tra R.mk (\IRR) -~-.o::::---:--
) U\'.1r.lJ !-.:han\\ .tcb h ..... rcquc-.ted msurancc 
comp.uucs not to depend on I} on the interest<, 
e.1rncd I rom h.mb. llc <o;tid th,tt only insurance 
Ct1mpanics that arl: .thlc tn clivcr.,tfy their 
tm•csrmenr w1ll he ahlc 1ncn:asc their incomes. 

"You ~o. hnu ld not th 1nl. that hanks provide 
herrer inrcrcsr rates dltc tt1 l..tc k of liquidity," he .._.._~....:o-,._...._ ... 
>.a id aLa program m.trki ng the .f'i'h anniversary of Bcema Sansth<tn. 
"The hank's interest ratcs will soon l:Ome down from the two digit 
mark" 

Compiletluntltrwrslutt!tl By DEBESJl IIDIJIKARl 
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OPINION 

Choice Of A Governance System 
Differences ~till pcr&ist amonp;•tthc major politilal partic.o; and 

'kpal~.:sc scholar~ :J), LO what form of P,O\'crnmcm 1\L'pal should opt 
lor. The Consti tLH.:nt Assembly is 111 di lemma. A r<.'inrmL·d governam:c 
),y~Lcm, whether it he nf parli<uncnt<ll'}' model or pn:~idcntial modd, 
~1r .1 Lombinanon nl the two (mt-.;cd ~ystem) ?\\'hkh nne? Debate~ 
l'Ontinuc hut pnhtic.ll parties han· n:ry littk umc ldt m make a 
~cnsihle and unhia-.cd decision on 11 

·\n agreement .1mnng all, ,\l li:a~t in printiplc. ha-. ho\\'C\CI' 
hcenmaclc in lavmll'lll a dcmocralic ~ysu:m backed up hy the pri ndpks 
nl 1ule of law, human rights, scparat inn t1f powers, inclcpcndencc ol 
rhc JLKliciaf}',,md IIKiu~ive represcnt.mve im.dtutlon~. '\ocomprom1sc 
on 1 h1s ICollllmllnent~ nf the pre:\ .ulm!!, poUtical fon.:cs oft he countf)' 
mthc~e dcmocrallL \'alucsare rdli:t.tctlm the lmcrun ( onstituuon 
()007) :md the Comprehensive PeaLe Awccmcnt (( PA), which has 
received a const irution.tl space ~1:. Sl ht·dulc 

By DR. SUR Y 1\ DHUNGEI 

Country should in fan decide a~ to what \\'C .,hould opt fnr. nor 
.myone's whim!-. .md cmotinn~.Ju~tifications musr be placed before 
the people by Ct\ and poUlical advncntcs. and it~o,hou l d be convincing 
and practical, and conceptually ~ound. 

\ot only pohtic.tl parties, includmg UCPN 1\ l.tm~t. n·cn schol.U''> 
like Pmfessnr I okr.~Baral and Prnfcso;or SUf)'a SuhL-cli, once adnxatL'" 
of parliamcm.try ~y~tcm, haw rL'tTntly been found tilting toward~ 
Prc~idcnlial System primarily nnt he grounds of ..,t,thil ity aml I' ailed 
experiment of parliamentary system lor the past ~even decades Some 
leaders, sue has .IN 1-:h.mal and Naraharit\charp .. 1rc even arguinp; in 
l.wourof tbrcctly elected Pn me 1\lllllster. nnce un ... ut:cco.,sfully tried 111 
l~r.1el 

Dr.Rohanldnshma. a con'>t ltutmnallawycr from Sn Lanka and 
LlllTcntly assnL iated with l lNIW in Nepal. h.t>. hecn heard several 

limes sh.1ri ng very negativt· expcril:nc~·s nl 
·1. l·ederalism has now hccnatltli.:d thrnu~h 
thl lirst aml:ndmcnt of the Interim 
C nn-.rltutinn th,\l \\'ould dctermlnl' the 
\'l'l'lltal form nf gm·ernmcnt ~tructure to 
hrin~ the \',trious un it s of 

Scholars suggest, there are ways to 
reform system, rather than experimenting 
one system after another. 

Sri Ltnka, .md adv 1~ing Ncp•tlcsc not tn 
jump fur any untested "}'stem that 1111}' 
plun)!.c t hL countf} ml\1 .m .tuthnnt.trl.tn 
ditch. So\\ .t~ the cxlx·ncnce of well knm\ n 
Prnll·ssnrs of Compamt iw Conslituunnal 

).!,llVt'l'nmenu.:Jn~urc to l"llC peopll:, hot h in theor}' and praL't icc as the: 
nminn sup:gc'>ts. 11\:m:c, federa l i-.m.il prnpc.: rly dc..,igm:d and handled 
I'> .1n .1dded impl·tus of P•lrlinp.ttnry dcmo\.r,Uil gmwnann· rn 
~trt•ngthen the ptllll y through the: principles of sh;m·d rule, o,df ruk 
.md unity m d 1vcn .. 11 y. But a dc.t r lmkage het \\l'en L he form of 
gnve1nmenr and fc:dc ralism hat-. to be: established .It the: outset if a 
system has tn work. I his is howcvcr tmally missing. 

I xccpt authorit ;triani~m. no democratic o,ystcmt'Vl' l' tails un le~s 
ll Ius lx-en \\Tongly tll·signcd ,md Improperly unpk·mcnred I hL 
pmhkm lie<> \\'lth thL poliric.tl lc.telcr,hip and p.lrt 1cs, .md nrhcr 
~t.tkcholdcr>. .md h1dden heneliuan:is, whose cnmmitmellls ,mtl 
l<tilu re~'> arc equally n:>.pnnsihk fnr 1 ht·l>ut·ccss or non I unerioning nl 
a dt•mncratic system. Multiparty pnl ity .tnd press lrecdnm, or lrecdnm 
nl ,,.,snciatinn, m ll..,clf <tre never wrong in a demncratK sysu.:m. lhesc 
.trt• m fact hcdnx ks t)f democracy Bur whydn p.lrtll''- break up .md 
"mng dl'>l>Cmm.u ltlll nf infonnatmn uusc social .march)' and disorder 
? \\\ cannot blanK multiparty o,ystem forth~.: t'Xces!>es of ~pel lfk 
ptlliticnl parry ,md aut hnritari:mlx·haviourof the pnlit kal lcadcrs. I he 
( OIH..ti tuent As:-..cmhly ir:sclJ docs nm have <Lnything 10 do wirh its 
l.1ilun: to produte ,\ lOnstitulinn in time; ir rhe ..,trueturc and rhc 
Ltilure of rhc ,\Llnrs and O£her stakeholders that arc basically 
rc..,l)(lll~lhle lor non performance nl the CA.1 he '>a me I'- rhc case\\ It h 
l hL' &} ~tCill of P.,O\'l'rllance also. 

In rhc world,therc arc tentatively forty rhrct·cnuntries with lull 
presidential system with no Primt' Mirtister, the pr{'Sidenr acli ng as 
h~)th Head of St.trc and Government without at:l'Ollntability ro the 
eke red House, such a-. SA, Bra::ll,l ibaia and AfRhamstan. Twenty 
three countries have powerful presidents as Head-.. of the State w1th 
nnminal powers ;,bared with Prime Mini~otcrs, such as Armenia and 
Belarus. Semi presidential systems like Fr<mce. Guyana .1nd exist in 
;lhout twenty s~.:ven countries. Whereas parliamentary system with a 
Prime 1\linisrer cleeted from the I louse as executive chid works in 
more than eighty five countries in the world, including parliament<lf)' 
repuhlic like Finland and India, anti constitutional monarchies like 
Sweden. Denmark and Norway. Direcwrial system nf parliamentary 
model like Switzerland andabsnlure monarchies, even theocracies like 
Iran, are not countcdhcre. All systems arc working in their own way., 
and rhc country specific situations arc the determining factor for the 
success and failure of a democratic system. Hence, what arc the countf)' 
specific situationsrhar demand a specific form of gm·ernmenr inNcpal 
?That we should look for. Needs and specific characteristics of a 

I aw I rom Kenya, I11·.Yash Pal Ch.ti and J il l C nllrdl. who stmngly 
ln -1, based on their global .md sped I ical ly Afri tant·xpcriem:e .... th.tt 
Nepali'> nnr ,t riglu <:andltl,ltt' for Presidential systt:m Nepal nl,·cr 
l''\perimcnted p.trli.unent.try sp .. tcm in a propl·r w.ty exct:pt fnr 
l'l)!,htcen mont h>. duri ng late filu~·s, hence tht:re 1~ no question of 
failu re or the parli,ll11e11lal'}' t::<:pL' I knee in Nepal. An·ording LO them. 
as was !.llg_ll;t'sllxl hy Professor ldrishi na, it is wrnng to suggl'~t that 
Pn: ... idential ~y~tl'lll!lffers o.;tahi ll t }' J>n,fcssor ch~u L itt:S Afric.t .~ ... ,\ 
wMM cao,c '' h~rc our of rift}' count ncs. allcountm·s t•xcepr four, .trL' 
pres1denual.md thl:y ,til authoritarian :md unstahle ( omparcd tn 
them. only lnur p.trliamcntaf)' states 111 Africa more stable. So dt1c~ 
tlw cxp~.:ri ent:e:-.. nil min Amcrk·a indicate. Mo,·cnwr, accortli ng tot ht· 
World Bank study, mmparativcly countries with parli.lll1l'ntary ;,ystem 
ar~.: lesscnrrupt .• l~.tre indic.ttcd hy Ne\\ Ze,dand. Norway. Denmark, 
1-mLmd and Sing.tJ)()re 

Scholar-.. suggc..,t. rhcrc .trL \\,t}'s ro reform ~y ... t'cm, rarher th.m 
experimenting nne system .tftl'r .mother. (oC1 111 ,1llY has devised 
mechanisml.. tn p1·evcm frcqut·n t c hange of governments by pulling a 
rider on vmc of nn con fidcnt.·c motion. l·requl'll l dissolution ol 
parliament can easily be chcc ked hy prevent in)!, .my d!.~snlurion with 
requircrnento;ol parliamentnr}' apprmal nrdd111111p;a m111imum 11111e 
p;ap. One Cm.tdian scholar ~uggestcd. don't foq~t·r that you .lrc' .1 

country with Immense divcr~iues .mel you have dec1ded ro go lor <I 
federa l system. I low can you accommodate the diverse groups wit hom 
pari iamcntary devices> Can a single dircctJy clctrcd President lor a 
fixed period represent the .1spiratinns of diverse grnup >Perhaps, 
famdiarit)' of the p<trliamcmary s}·...,tcm may he ca-;!1}' understood hy 
the common people who arc atunl·d to the parliamt'lll.lf)r model e\·en if 
rh:u had ncv~.:r been duly implemcnrcd before under a free and fair 
electoral process. The Challenge of social inclusi1111 is perhaps not the 
cake of Presiclcntial system. 

'vVhatcvcr he rhe system we choose, ir has direct relevance tn the 
federal mechanism we dev-ise I qually important is the eleLLoral 
process, and guarantee of mciU'>I\'ity and fatrncss. Hence. if we 
eventually dec· ide 10 e> . .'pcrimcm. righdy or wrongly, a presidential or 
a mixed system, rhcn nature nf federal legislature, provincial and 
local governments, and judicial structure and pub I ic atlminisrratiun 
will have to be immewately rcdesign~.:d. \Vhat would be rhe democratic 
clements and components of checks and balances, have to he 
simultaneously workcdour.llcm:~.: we must look hcforcwcleap. Let 
us have sufficient debate, although time is mnning out. 

Dhtmgd is a consciUtlio,wllawycr 
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POLITICS 

POUTICS 

~The \laoists arc in no mood to let 
the constitutlon come into place within 
the deacUinc without conti nuing rhem 
in power." said Ol i. 

After holdin~ the elections for CA 
four )'ears ago, '\cpal·~ political parties 
h,t\'C extended the tenure of CA several 
times. The Supreme Court hao.. already 
made it clear that any fu nber extension 
of CA •..vill he unconstitutional. 

Uncertain Course 

C. iven the Supreme Court's '> trict 
order, any extension of the tenure nf the 
Constituent \so.,embly ,,·ill definitely 
o.,park contro,·cro.,ics. h-en some ci' i I 
society leaders like former spcakl• r 
Daman Nath l)hu np,ana have puhlicl)' 
announced that I hey wil l call people l<1 
rchcllion aga inst any mean ingless 
extension. 

I \'en as the coLtntry inches clo cr w :1 gr:II'C crisi.~ ;thc:tcl of the M;ty 27 
constitution dc;ul/inc, politic;tl p:trtics ilrc yet to show signs of making any 
mc:mingful compromise 

1\ laoist lc.tders .tre still hopdulth.u 
they\\ ill find a p11litil.tl settlement .n 
the last minute as in the past ro <l\'CI't the 
major political crisio.;. "Pl.A eamonmcnts 
wil l he vacatl·tl withi n 2 3 weeks. l'he 
camonmcnts wi II hl' \':tCatcd with in the 
pmpoc.;ec.l pcri\KI. hut there .'>houltl hl· 
progress in the t:l11Nitution drafun~.md 
1 hl· Truth .tnd Recnncill<llll)n 
( ommis'>ion frnnts.l hen the pnKessol 
l'Onstitutinn w riting hl'gins," said 
lJ( PN :Vlaoist k.ltkr Prachanda. 

By A CORRI!SSPONDENT 

In rhe midst lll growing dispuu:s 
.unnng political panic:-. on constitution 
\\ rit ing ,tnc.l pc.tel' prnn:ss, the hnmh 
hl.tst th<lt killed three people ncar Singh.t 
nurhar sccret.tri.ll in broad daylight 
se rves as prelude tn Nepa l:s pnssihk· 
s~.:cnar io after Mil)' 27, 2012. 

Although an un known ethn ic gmu1• 
tllnk the rcspnnsihd tty rnnhe bl.t-.t, the 
l ,·em made a smt-.tl'r hint th.tt whether 
Nl·p.tle.,e pnhtit.tl p.true-. promulg.ne 
the new cnno.,tit ut i\ll1 \)I" nnr. one group nr 
at1\)ther wiJJ he ready 1 n oppose <ll1)' 111l1\\', 

pushing Nepa l intn another phase nl 
turmoil. 

L nril fiw years <tgn, LCP'\J 1\ lani..,t 
p.lrry used to explode sumbr homho., in 
lilies killing 1nnolent people and 
terrori=ing them. As l\laoists a rc 
hargai ni ng fori ntegration, an unknown 
Llnireci .Jatiya Mmcha has surfaced a . ., a 
new face t to carry· th e baton left hy 
l\ 1anists. 

Despite political differences. all 
major political panic:!> condemned the 
bomb blast, hut they h.tvc not indicated 
that they could forge any eompromio.;c 
over the country's mnsrirutionnl issues. 

Although a hig h lc,·cl po li ti cal 
mecha ni sm has been working to 
promulgate the ne\\ constitution by t-.lay 
27. the indication is thar it would haYe ro 
go a long way before any agreement. 
Given the present political scenario, 

'\Jepal will have tn lace another phase nl 
political crii.is. 

~If the cmrcnt poliucal imp.t..,..,c 
contmue!>, il 1.., nnpnssihlc for us to 
promulgate the lll'W wnstirution hy t-. by 
27," said Nilamher Acharya, chairman 
of the Constituth1nal Com miuee of the 
Constituen t Assembly. "There is the 
need of an agreement among maJnr 
polttical partil'., on fund.lmcntal iso.,Ul'" 
like rc<.rruuuring nf rhc state, form.., nl 
go\'ernment, judki.lr)' anti othas to 
promulgate t ht'l'Ollstituth1n." 

Ne pa li Cn ngrcss leader Ram 
C lund ra f\ tudel o.,aid UCP, Maoi..,t 
kadcrs an.~ 11\1t sitKl'rc tnt heir word-. .tnd 
commitment,.,. Thl reason} \ccording w 
Nepali C ongre., ... lcader Paudel.}. l.lOio.,ts 
seem ro he in .1 prnccs!> tO GllT)' on with 
the deadlock t ill 'v1ay 27. Similarly, 
CP l UM l leader 1\. 11. Sharma C>li held 
the view rbat l\ 1 anists were unimercsred 
ro write the constitut ion. 

Global Coverage 

vY hatcve r hl· the re mark .. nl 
Prachanda. only .tn dcvemh hour mi r-.ll k 
L.ll1 avert thllnnmm~ politic,tl Ln..,i ... \o., 
there is n\' pno.,o.,1hdit~ to han: .tn} 
u1nscnsu-. .tnd ;tgree'ml'nt on polnkal 
agenc.la, rhe" a it i-. on for such a mirack. 
·1 har type 11f miracle wil l be a slat·cml'nt 
about Nepal's majnr political part ies and 
their role nn the lunda mental i ""ltl'S 
bdnre the n.tt ll)J1 

In couro.,e nl prolonging pnlit ictl 
Jn srability, e\l'n if Nl'pal produced '' 
l'OI1!>ti tution, it "ill nm guarantee the 
much needed stability. ;\ long way t\1 
go for srahility. in its real sense?• 
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FACE TO FACE 

Constitution Will Be Promulgated 
/Jy PUSHPA KAt'vfALDAHALPR.ACHANDA 

Our party is honestly and sincerely supporting the 
const itution writing and peace p rocess. We c.lon't want to 
deviate rrom our position. UC PN Maois t has alread y 
sacrificed many things for the peace process. Other political 
parties, however, sec our O.ex.ibility as a weakness. Constituent 
Assembly is our brain child and we don't want to see its 
dissol ution \\'ithout promulgation of the new constitution. 
There arc regressive and reactionary forces acti,•e to discredit 
us and Constituent Assembly. I am almost certain that we 
will promulgate the new constitution, which w ill protect the 
right'> of dalirs, janjatis, farmers and oppressed classes. 

I have tn accept the fact that in recent dayf! poJjtical parties 
arc head ing towan.ls the right direct ion. Maoists arc reall y 
comm itted tn the peace [)roccss and prnm ulgatinn of new 
constitution hy May 27. PoJj tical pw·Lies need to work together 
for the betterment of t he count ry. If we fai l to promulgate the 
new conM itution, it w ill encou rage forces agai nst us. 
Formation nf high level commitlcc ,unong country's major 
pnliucal parties is a good indicat ion. I ,un pretty sure that 
the new constitution will promulgated hy the deadline. 'We 
clnn't haw any alternative other than to promulgate the new 
co nsti tut io n. We have made a lot nl progress in t he 
const itut ion w riting and we <:an d raft it in remaining three 
mon t hs. Ot her parties too need to real i::::e the i mporrancc nf 
t he hom. 

We arc standing at the e ros::; roads nf Nepalese history. To 
insti t utional i:::.e the achievements made du ring t he People's 
War and People's \llovemcnt 11 .\ve must work together tn 
bring the constitution in time. If we f,tilto promulgate the 
new con~titutinn, people will blame us. \ Ve must act and 
work together to ha,·c the new con~titutinn. 

PI .A cantonments will be vacated withi n 2 3 weeks. The 
cantnnmentl> wouk l be vacated w ithin the proposed period, 
but t here s hould be progress in the constitution drafti ng 
ami the TruLh and Reconciliation Comm ission rronts. T he 

"W e Cannot Promulgate The New 
Constitution By The Dead line" 
N/I_A MBER A CHA R YA 

As l c~s than three months are left for the promulgation of the new 
constitution, political parties are yet tn agree on several important 
constilur innal issues, namely, restructuri ng or the state, rorms of 
govcrnmcm,judiciary and elections process. Chairman of Constitutional 
Comm i LU.'C of t he Constitucn t Asscmhly N I LAM HER AC H R Y A, who 
played a key role in promulgating the Constitution of the Kingdom of 
Nepal in 1990, spoke to the media. Exceqw;: 

Less t han t hree mon t hs a re ldt for t he tenure of t he 
Constituent Assembly ro end. How do you sec the possibility 
of a new constitution by May 27? 

Givcnt he prc~em political stah:matc, we cannot promulgate the 
new constitution by the deadline. t\s t he n:lauon~ between major 
politit .d panics arc deteriorating, the situation i ~ unfavorable for the 
writing nf the cnnsrirurion. 

It is reported that po liti ca l parties are close r to 
sett lement. W hat do you say? 

I have 11111 seen any suc h situ,ttinn . .J u~ t holding meetings and 
t.tl k i nf(Withcachmh~r would not hccnnugh II au thcycnmecloscr, the 
f untl,tmt•nt.ll ~.:on~Litulional disputes like form~ nf government, stale 
rc~t ructLm np,, j ud idary and elections ~y~tc m would ha ''C been sculed 
.t lonp, tirm: haLk I han: not even seen wrdral rel.!trnns within political 
pan tel». , \ Ltc tron nf rhc ru I i ng party <.:omcs to oppno,c the billtahlcd b)• 
the P,lWernmcm This is,\ poliucal trap,edy. 

vVh:u do you say about the regular meetings of leaders of 
major politica l parties? Is not it di rec ted to co nse ns us 
making? 

Thtn: are a lm of d i ffcrcnccs. Fm lnstant:e, differenct•s srill prcvai I 
lll1 JX'<tl: l: )'11\KCSS aS it should haw lil'lllcd lonp, time back. rhc agreement 
n:,tched hct ween political parries arc yet ll\ he impk mcnrcd. There an: 
m,my diff~:n:m:es among them. 

W hat are the problems? 
One of the main problem~; b the failure of political parties to 

unplcmentthe agreement. There j>, a ddidt of L ru~L among the poliuc::al 
parttc' It'' rmpos»iblc to write the newcon.,tituuon in distrust and 
mbt ru-,t ,unnng major political part res. 

I low much work has completed in t he last four years by 
Const itucnt Assembly? 

II yo11 SCl'. in terms of numbers, we h.tve ,t lrcady settled a numhcr 
nf disputes. Except for the issue of statt: rcstruclllring, political p:lrtics 
arc w ry close to a deal in forms of gown1mcnt,jud iciary and electoral 

partks must prepare an objcCLive outline on the integration process. 
nf comhatantson thebasisof a nnn paperprcsenreclby t he At a time when th e constitutional related issues arc 
Army. We don't want to linger the integrmion process. T he debated outside the institution of Constit uent Assembly, don't 
imcgration process must be honomblc. you think it is against t he spirit of CA? 

A-; per the demand of two panics, we have already decided rhc to~t~~~t~~~:~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~·~.~~rci~ ~~~c~::~~~~~~t~ 
that all the canwnmcnts will be emptied in less than three con~utuuonaldcbatcstakingplaccnut~rdcthcConstiruenrAsscmbly. 
weeks and t hat the Special Committee will take t he initiative Con~tirurinnal Commineeand sub commitrct· arc rhc legitimate bodrcs 
fon hat very soon. I want to make it clearto other parties that of the Cnnsrirucnr Assembly. Political parries need ro make agr.:emcnt 
the hall is now in t heir court and they have to take drastic to mal<t• rhc~c legitimate bodies m(lrc dlcctive. Of course, political 
decision to lulfjll t heir commitments. My parry is committed ncgotiar ions arc good but it should remain within a poli tical course. 
to the peace agreement and that it w ill nor rake more than W hat will be the po.litical solution in case t heCA fails to 

promu lgate the new consti tution by May 271 
tvvn orthrec wccl<s to empty the cantonments. 1 had forwarded ll is not a question of Constituent /\%embly. It i~; related w how 
a proposal at t he meeting to complete the integration process we can normalize countl)'sovcraU situation. If there is agcxxl relationship 
withtn three weeks. [have proposed emptying the cantonments ;m10ng m.tjor politic::al parties, the situation in thec::ountl)' will benonnal 
within three weeks. But such a decision should rather be '' hcthcr therdsconstitutionornocon:,titution.lf the relations between 
taken by the Special Committee. t.. laoists have already shown the politil:.ll parries continue ro deteriorate, it is meaningless even if we 
enough flexibility to other parties and the time has come for ha,·e the new consrirution. 
other parties w rake the decis ion which will help [0 If t he relations bet w ee n poli t ical parties deteriorate 

fu rther, w har will be the consequences? 
promulgate t he new constitution in t ime. If we failed to No country will have peace as long as unless the relations between 
proc.luce the constitution, all of us wiJ I he the loser. polit ical panics are good. There is the need ro have good relations 

(This is based on media reports.) amonp;all the political forces to run thccoumry smomh.ly. 
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COMMENTARY 

Called For Judging 
By YUIJAR.A.f GHIA!/IRE 

A fc" weeks ago, U countr}' representative Robert Piper 
in\'itcd leaders of ethnic groups for an exchange of views. The 
meeting di<>cusscd the pl.tcl' and rights of ethnic groups. 
among other issue!>, under the new constitution. There were 
angry ourbursrc., ag.un;.t t hl' 'non ethnic groups·, mainly the 
Rahuns and Chhctrio.,. Somt· '"tid 'we arc the actual aboriginals' 
and the B.1huns .md Chhctris arc outsiders. 

It is not }'Ct known "hcther Or Piper had these claim!. 
,·erilkd through cultLir.tl .tnd hi-.tnrical n'idcnccs, or if at ,tll 
he invited .mthmpologi..,h tn gi,·e more authentic vcr-;ions of 
the claims that his guests in that particular meeting raised. 
But the UN and diplt111laLic system, with some hono rable 
cxccpt inn, l1.tve miserably been linked with the political and 
constitLitional l'aiiL1re lnnming large In the country. 

Each and ewry community, ethnic group, territorial group 
and ind ivid ual minority have their own g rievances. rea l or 
pcrt:eiwd. and most nl them tend lt1 hlnme the state for that. But 
ncitht· r tht· gtwernment nnr the re.~earch grnup~ have dcmc any 
irKkpendt·nt work into tht:!..l.' a~; pens. t\ f.wists ~ucccedcd in 
luclling thc1..e gric,,mt:es hy projeuing th~· monarchy. the unit<try 
... ys tl'm nl gnwrnance and thl' llindu rl'iip,ion - and llindu 
p,roups like B.thun. ( hh~·trt'> and New,tr.., dominating the state 
afl.tirs a-. the root ol theM: grievances. 

Tht') toni< the help of the d1plnmat iL 
u1mmunll}. lhurd1 .lp.trt from '>Oillt 
mtlit<lllt ethnic groups ttl tk-..trn} ''hat 
they thought \\Hl tht ..,tn·ngth nlthc 'old 
rcgunc' After .til. \l,ttll'>t" ,tJ,, .ty., hdien:d 
that tkmnlitton tll t hl tll~l st,\le '' ,\s 
.th..,nlutcl} tsscnti,d tn huilcl '.t 'lt:\\ 
~cp.tl', .t progrt·..,..,h 1.: Ncp.tl lhc rderl'ncc 
tn C hun:h .tt't 1vitics i., nece..,~.1ry as 
,\ligning with t'l't't:tin mili tant political 
groups tannnt he ll..,tcd as religious nr -""•-

con!.titution makinp, openly engaged in denouncing certain 
caste group'> in '(ep.tl, something that was not part of hi!. job. 
The attitutle of the people associated with the U will 
cvcntuall)' trigp.cr a debate· Is L a party, a dictator or a 
facilit.ttor? I o.,., ol l '\l's crcdihihty or respect in a confiict 
stricken '>OCiety or country \\ill have larger anti long term 
implications to all those who bclie,·c L N has a larger and 
re'>pCI.:tahlc role to play in the globe. 

fla\'ing ,\ cred ihk international agency, preferably the 
United N,tt i0ns, a~ ,1 mediator \vas part of the 12 po int 
agre~:mcnt that brought Ut\t\ ti N ancl fan Martin in Nepal. 
although the role a..,:-.igned rn them was mut:h ~mailer than 
plannt:d t::t rlit: r. Yet, Man in did not cont:cal his ambition to 
get inv11lved in 1Vfadhcs issue also when agitation bcg<tll there 
for more right..., and au tonomy to t he region. He tonk f'u ll 
advantage nf the prevail inp, euphoria, and sided with the new 
acwrs, esp~cial l y the \(,mists, on many occasions. Civi I socict y 
leaden. like l)cn:ndr,uaj flandl.')' anti Shyam Shr~:stha wcm on 
rccnrd saying if the ' Pcnpil''s I i hnat ion Army' wa:-. not then:, 
the N~pa l Army in t hl'lr W(lrds, t hl' king\, ;trmy-wmtld haw 
fini shed t•very pnl lt tt:a l party .tnd it~ leaders opposmg the 
king. \lart1n pKkt·tl up tht• thrt·ad from there. 

phi l:tn l hrnpil .tcti\' it il''>. I hat may cVl'n ______ ...:Y-=es::....:..Pa::.:f..::G:.:.h=a~i 

\Jm\ the Ynunp, Communist League 
() Cl) .tnd disqu;tlified ~lanist 
ctlmb.tt.tnto., ,trc up 111 arms again-.t 
\l.uw .. t Ch1d Pr.tchancb demanding 
that they he g1' en c;i milar t real mem 
(induding linanc1al hendirs) like tht 
u1mh.n.tnt.., ·,·olunrarily ret inng' and 
getting 1ntn the .trmy. It b <list) rt·walcd 
1111\\ th.tt .ll least three thnu ... and 
Lomh.tt.mt<., wert· lnan~:d to the YCI . 
1 h j.., could not have taken place without 
tht knnwlcdp,L nl l.1n t\hlrtin and G P 
l,nira la, hem nl the. peace procc~>. .tnt! 
Prime ~ l ini..,te r herwccn 2006 April anti t riggl'r .t t:nnll ict between v.trinus l'l' l iginus, 

t'l)tn111 llna l nr et hn ic groups in the future. Besides, rhe UN, 
intcrnatinn.l l dnnnr!.. a . ., wL'i l ,u.; tht• diplnmati.e community have 
also been suppnn ing the .tnt i !->Late activities and fo rces. 

M <1\) ist leadns h.wt• 111 i:..l.'rahly fai led the country and the 
pc0plc. Th..:y haw hel'n ahk w inject social and communal 
barred. Nepa li sncil•t y·.., kgacy a.-. a 'culturally, ~ocially and 
rel igiously lllkrant' pract it inner is nn the wane. 1 hat's where 
right thinking Nl'pale-.c cxpl'ct U \J and the diplonutic 
t.:ommun..it y nnt t n I ud ca:..tc, ethnk and social cli\~sions. L1 t\ 
can help promt)te and prntell the right of socially, culrurally 
.md historically m.trginali::ed, hut it t:annm he the judge m 
decidl' "ho f.tll intn such l'ategor} ba.,ed on 0ne sided or 
lop.,1ded 'cr-.ion">. 1 he L '\1 is expected to foster expanded 
,·er~ion nf identity bao;;ecl on citi::enship and human rights and 
promote a sense 0f belonging to the state. 

The lll\ ... y<;rcm in f'\cpal has come not only under 
criticism, but also under disrepute because of some o[ the 
major aberrations in c.ltscharge of its international obligation:> 
m'>vards a member st,llc. That largely begins with the arrh•al of 
Ian Marrin as Special Reprcscmativc o[ the United l'~ations 
tvlission ro Nepal (UNM IN) in 2007 and his subsequent 
activities. It was follmvccl by open advocacy of ethnicity based 
federa lism hy CCD, a LJ NDP funded project. Consti.mt ionaJ 
ex-pert li ke Pr0f Yilsh Ghai employed by the UN to advise on 

August 2008, as wd l as l,rishna Sitaula, tht: Homt: tv1 inistt:r 
and tht• most t I'I ISlt'd aide nf G 11 1-:llirala t hen. Some or the civi l 
S\ll'kt y ll'a<kr-. 1nu..,t h. tve had the rcaHon to feel happy ahout 
it, hut Martin was nnt only wrnnp,ly briefed, he acted wrongly 
and nhjet:t innahly. Moreover, hoth 1\oirab ancl Sitau la had 
hecn told hy a pcr'>nn nn le:..s than Prat:handu unci Buburam 
Rhauarai th<u the numhn o[ combatants was less dun 8,000. 
bur nc1rher c.; P h.o1raLt or S~t.u d .t, nor any nne else, raised the 
bsuc whl'n 32.000 p lus appeared for verificarion and 19.000 
plus were cert ifit'd .ts 'qu.tlified' combaranrs. It was clearly a 
well designl'd ttiH.Icr-.t.tndinp, to inflate the number of 
combat,mt.., to tl'rrnn..:e the other army-the king's army. 

I here ,tn· many lcs..,nns th.tt muld he learnt [rom hil>tol) that 
U<.,ing termri..,m ,\'> a me,Uls for political ch,mgc may be po~siblc, 
but it \\'llttkl ah' ay-. he difficult, tf not tmpossiblc, to dismount 
from that horse '' ithout sust.Uning major injuries. Prachanda face., 
that predicament as YC L cadres <tccu~c him of betraying them in 
pursuit of his politic,ll ambition. t\laoists, especially the YCL, 
will no doubt h;l\e the m.tuter sculed, .1s Prachancla has robe 
answerable, and there i~ no other escape route for him. 

13ut the UN l>}'StCil1 in Nepal needs to respond to many or 
the allegnt ion;. that arc hci ng directed against it. A fail urc to 
clo so wi ll only contribute to larger opinion, mainly in rhc 
third as well as the con flict stricken countries, against rhc 
UN system. • 
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ANTI~CORRUPTIONDRIVE minister Sher Bahadur Deuba, Nepali 
Congress general secretary Prakash Man 
Sing h and CPN UML leader Isbwor 
PokJwrcl to prison. 1:ollowing the apex 
court's verdi c t on the high level 
commission, former prime minis ter 
Deuba, Singh and Pokharel were 
acquitted from the scandal. 

"Whim Or Rule? 
The verdict delivered hy a division bench of rhe Supreme Court :1guinst j aya 
Prukash Gupta has triggered a wave of dcblllcs l:ven during the Panchayat days. 

former prime minis ter Dr.Tulsi Giri, 
former ministers late Dr. l larka Gurung, 
Dr. 13ekba Rahat.lur ·1 hapa and many 
sen ior high officials we re accused in 
corruption charges. 

By KES HAB POUDEL 

"The court vviiJ not allow any corrupt 
pcr..,nn to walk free and it will deal \ViLh 
corruption related issue<, in accordance 
wi r h L he I a ws. ~ 1 >' recent j udp;me or was 
b.,.,ed l)n precedents .tntl ''erdicts 
dcli,·ercd by the apex cnu n in the past," 
S<lid J u., t ice Sushila 1\arl<i, ta lking ro 
Nagarik Dail)', following the judgment 
.tga ins t s itting minis ter .J aya Prakash 
Cupt.t nn corruptilm charges. 

!'he Supreme Court''> divisinn bench 

headed hy .Just ice l..:a rl<i and ,tust ice 
'I arka Raj Bh:lLLa handed nut a nne and a 
ha ll )'Car·,., jail se ntence an ti Rs 8.'5 
mdlinn in lines w s it ti ng 1V1inister fnr 
lnlormatinn and Cnmmuni~..:ations Jty 
Pr.d<.t..,h UP) Gupta. l he C ommi:.sion 
fnr ln\'cstigarion of Ahu'>e nt Authority 
( ( l A \) had ri rst fi led c !urges aga i n!-.t 
(-; upt ,l in 2002. The Special Courc had 
i...,sucd a c lean c hit tn Cu pra in 2007. 
Clt\A again filed a writ petition ar rhc 
.tpcx ~.·ou rt as it sought a review over the 
Spcd.tl Court's verdict. 

T crming the verdiet of the Special 
( ourt giv ing clean c hi t to .J P Gupta 
~: rroneous, the Supreme Court di rected 
the .Judicia l Counc i.l to puni~ h judges 
llhonp Dhoj Adhikari, Chnlcndra SJ B 
Ran.l and KomaJ Prasad Ghim irc. 

Gupta is not the first pol itician 
pro,·~.:n guilry on corruption. Lasr year, 
the Supreme Court had 1.cntenced former 
mini~ter Chiranjibi Wagle to one and a 
half year's jail tenn and a fine of Rs 20.3 
mi ll i1)n a fter fi nd ing him guilty on 
corrupt ion charges. A division bench of 
Chicl Justice Ram Prasad Shrestha and 
Khil Raj Regrni delivered the judgment 
in March 2011. 

The only question is: are the 
judgments based on the rule of law or on 
individual wltim? 

"Had not l dreamt of t he god, the night 
hdnre the verdict, I wou ld not have 
inspirat ion to '>end former mini'>ter 
Chiranjibi \-\Iagle to pric.,on," former 
chtd justice Ram Pr.l~acl Shre:.tha 
<kcl.tred in a public meeting organised 
tn hid a fa rewell tn him. "I was d ireeletl 
hy god Lo deliver the verdict." 

Shn:stha had ope nly made t hi s 
st,ttement in front 1)1 Nepal's prom inent 
I igu res includi Ill'?, judges, former 

bureaucrat., .111d ci,il socil't}' 
member" ll owl'\'Cr, no ont' 
raised the 4Lit'stion: can a 
l'ertl iet d irl'Ctl.:tl hy s piritu al 
inclination,., he l'alitl. Similarly, 
1 he bench headed by c hid 
justin: Kh il RaJ Rq~mi directed 
the Special Court to rc hear the 
t.tsc<, cle.ued hy it on the 
ground of rctrmpectivc action. 
The bench ordered that th~: 

re t rn..,pcct i ve precedents can not he 
applied in corrLtption related cases. 

No soci~:ty can tolerate corrupt ion 
and no one ca n delcnd the corrupt 
people handed punbhments guided hy 
rule of l.tw. Howe\'l'r, 'kpal '<. court system 
i!-. olten guiJed by political .mel populist 
t:on-. iderations. Nepal's Supreme Court 
rejected Ln listen to t he hearing on t he 
pol itical declaration of rcinstaw.J House 
of Representat ives in 2006. ·1 he 
dec laration deact ivated all the 
constitutional prnvi-;ion..,. 

If one can .t.,k what makes other 
democracies different from Nepal in 
dealing with ca-.cs related to corruption, 
the answer is simple. Corruption related 
illsues are often inrluenccd by populist 
llll.'d ia and political w hims. ln broader 
sense, the rule of law is often ignorl·cl. 

l he interprt't<Lllnn of the laws and 
con stltution oftl'n tkpcnd upon the 
pnhtil,ti 'iCCIUrin. " [Jli.'I'C is a legal 0,1\\' 

in 1 he \'Crdict. Th i., is directed against 
the w is hes of Madhl''>. We wi ll t ake 
ncl'L:.%ary steps altl'l' ).\l)ing through 1 he 
wrtl ict," said Laxrnan l al Karna, leader 
1)f Samyukta Madhcsh t lnkt.lntrik rrnnt. 

In hil> article puhlishcd in Nagarik 
d.ul>·· political cnmnH:nt,\lor C.K. l .tl 
qucMionecl the raunn.tl n y behind the 
' 'crdict. l lc argued that corruption i-.. 
often n ILtxury for elite classes. 

ll owever, other hailed thr: decis ion 
as historic. "This i'> an histnric verdict. 
\Nl· have to salute the eouragc of the two 
.,cn ror judge<; of the <tpcx court," s.t id 
... entor advocate Bi.,hnw K.lnta l\lainali 
at.t program. "Civil society needs to back 

Given Nepal's prc,ious records, the 
anti corruption drive is often guided by 
pnl it ical and individual w hims rather 
t ha n 1 he firm commitments agains t 
corruption. From former prime minister 
and Nepal i Congres!> :-.uprcmo Girij a 
Prasad Koirala to former minister<; the court again<;t any cffon to make 
bureaucrats and judges, most of rhos~ corruption as a political agenda b>' 
accused as involved in corruption cert:.ti n ethnic group~." 
sca ndals haYe linkages w irh Nepali At a time when Nepal has been 
Congress. facing r<lmpam corrupti on at differen t 

Although Clt\A in4ui rcd rwo dozen leve ls, what concerned authoriti es 
mi nistcrs and filed the cases against a require is to promote the rule of law and 
do=cn, the commission chid handed a institurionali::c the instirution working 
letter of clean chit w late Koirala after to prevent corruption . The anti 
janandolan ll. corruption drh·c based on individual 

During former King Gyancndra's whimandpopulismwillcreatechaosand 
di rect rule, a high-level Ami Corruption destabilize the political process 
Com mission even se nt fo rmer prime encouraging corruption at all levels. • 
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INTERNAITONAL WOMEN'S DAY 

On Long March 
For over a hundred years, we have celebrated the International 
Women's Day, taking place every March 8, all over the world. The 
first women's strike took place in New York on that day and a few 
years later it led to the inception oflnternational Women's Day (IWD). 

The women took to the streets that day to protest against poor working 
conditions in the textile industry. So began the struggle in Western 
countries for women's emancipation and to end discrimination against 
them. But, what about the struggle of women in Nepal today? Since 
1975, Nepal has been celebrating IWD along with the international 
community, using slogans for equal rights in all spheres of society. 
Now, out of 601 members of the Constituent Assetnbly, 33 percent 
are women. De~pitc so 1nuch of progress, the status of women is yet 
to change. What is lacking then? 

By LARA SUYKERBUYK 

I ast week a mob kil led a womnnl)ll 
l' harges ol heing a wicch .. , his nc:cu iTctl 
in (hit wan, 100 kilometer~ RO'Li t h WC'il oi' 
thl' capital, Kathmandu. Sim ilarly. a 
p,roup of vi I lagers physicaJiy assau I ted a 't woman in Sinclhupalchowk. Widm'>·s arc 
o.,cen ,,.., witches in Nepal and sometime.., 
f.tc:c horrendous repercussions - the)' arc 
not allo\\'ed to wear red, the color of life 
anti p<t'lsion. 

Nepal is one of the most !>ip,nil"ic,tnt 
recipient!> of international financial aid 
in Smtth Asia. Thjs funding has he Ir ed 
the country to make many improvements 
in the realm of women's empowerment. 
But <;till , much progress is needed. ln 
the last three decades, the lifestyle of 
\\'Omen in Nepal has gone through man}' 
changes. llowevcr, !:he change mostl)' 
happened in the urban areas. I he 
lifesty les of urban vvomen living in 
capital Kathmandu and rural parts of 

Nepal arc very dilfcrcnt and there is a 
wide gap between them. 

In terms of access L\l health, justice 
and education and rights, urhan women 
get enormous opportunit ies, whereas 
rural women arc still far lx·hi nd. 1\Jepal's 
\\'Omen literacy ha'> gone up. llalf a do::cn 
of la\\'s and rcgul.ttion~ arc already 
enacted to protect the rights of the 
women but the woe.., of rural women arc 
yet to be reduced. \Vome n arc st ill 
hearing the entire burden in rural parts 
of Nepal. Various stud ies conducted by 
national and international organizations 
have shown that ep•tlcsc women arc the 
most vulnerable. \Vhet her the impact 
relates to climate change or male 
migration, the women suffer. \Vhen a 

1epalese male goe~ abroad to work in a 
foreign country, he earns money for 
home, but then, sometimes, he also 
brings HIV back home. When a man 

goc~ away, the W\1111~11 have w hear .dl 
the responsibilities. 

Dr. Mccna Acharya, a senior 1)oli tieal 
economist and feminist, agrees that 
progress is happen ing: "\A/omen's 
movement nn the whole is undergoing,\ 
rapid luncl,tmental tran~formation; along 
\\ ith thl· changes taking place 111 

gmernancc ~tructurc and political 
representation, it is focused nn 
proportional represe ntat ion, 
empowerment through affirmative action, 
freedom from vio lence, operation 
strategies, regulator}' en forcement and 
capacity building. 

Yet Lhe women of Nepal still face a 
wide range of discrimjnatory practices 
th~t cloud their entire existence. For one, 
poverty overwhelmingly has a woman's 
face. The World Food Program estimates 
that 60 percent of all chronica lly 
maJnourishcd people .in the world are 
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women and girls. The major cause oflh.is 
dbparit)' is gender inequality; thcrdorc. 
countne~ with the highest lew! of 
hunger tend to also ha,·e very high lc' cis 
of gende r inequality In f\epal, more 
than 2'5 percent of the populaLion lh·cs 
under t he national pove rty line. 
Ae~:ording to the I Iuman Development 
lntkx, Nepal ranks 138 out oJ 169 
l:l1Untric ..... 

r he country, \\'bich is home to the 
Hin .tl.tva .... is .1 p<ttrhtrchal ..,ociet) and 
111l1st n1.lrnagt·s arc <.till .trr.tnged .tt .1 

)'Olllli.PI!,C \<..a rcsull,a wom,tn h,ts little 
to nPwntrnl at all ,thom her lilc p<trtnt-r 
or .thnut t he direct ion shc wants t11 l.tkt· 
in ht· r life. She is expected wlivc with 
her hu..,hand's fam ily nnd is n:spon.,ihk 
lor tt-.tditmn.d rnk.., Mtch as t.ddng ~:.trt· 
olthe <. hildrt·n and contributing wthl' 
f.u111l)' imnmt' through nlt~o:n h.tck 
hrl tk1111!, !.thor in th~o: liclds 
'lt' l rt hdt·..,s, snmc ..,trong mdcpcmknt 
\\'1111ll'n rl'")X't t their f.unily'., willwm,\1-r) 
,tnd .tdju.,t t hcir lifc <11-. the LUitun· 
d tct.lt t's tnt hem. 

tln fnrtttn att' ly. women h.tve k ss 
ll\.'l:\.'S . ., and cont rnl over reMlur~:cs li kc 
prnl1t'l't y rights and sen il:~:s li kc health 
.md l'd Li t .tt inn in this male do~11 i natcd 
t·numry llll'St' disparities dimtnt.,h tlw 
ctp.tht hut·., ;ttnl"mg '\ep.tle.,c "nmt·n. 
\\'I)J'..,Ultng km,tk )10\l.~rl)' ,111d lc.tdtng hl 

d I <,t rt 111 I 11.\l 1011 ;tnd \'ioknl'l:. 
SIIKl' 200!, nuny legal ch,mges ha\e 

hl:en m.tdc tn pn1tt•ct Nep.tlesc wnmt·n. 
Pnr l'X.tlllllle, a law that year vvas ~: n actt·d 
that scrw . ., to pno.;o.; property Ln widnwsnn 
th~: tkn t h nl rh cir husba nds. I he 
pmhkm in Nqxtl is that then: i-, a widt· 
difkrcnct· ht·t \\~:en a law he in~ \\Tittt•n 
and \\ hc:tha it is actually cnfnru·d 
Polyp;.ttn) j.., .tlstltUcgal, bm it'i pratlltt' 
i., ... ull \\ tdc-.pn:ad. The rea<,nn fnr that 

L'llUid hL that I ik rm .I -.mgk \\ 11111.\11 IS ,\CCL'pt.thle \ lut h \\ nrk <,till need ... tn he 
l'\ln harder than lnr .tm.trrtl·d wnnun Jlme tn dun1-w tht·tr "·')'of thtnktn~. 
.tnd it i'> a part of Nt·p.tk-,~: utllLlre In \\'omen l.tL k -.ufftt icnt f,lod. hntt., inp,, 
.2009. a crime and punishment law\\ ;ts right .,, and ''P(10I1llnitic:h. t\ lalnutritinn 
mad e lll protect women w hn suffe r is lik~:ly L.tusctl hy th~: rre \'a ilin g 
domes tic ahus~:, \\ hieh can in clude prnnicc of wnmcncati ng last at fami l)' 
physical. men ral, emot innal anti sexual mea I-.;, t\ I any penplc a I so su f[er fmm 
,tbu-.~.:. anemia hl'c tuse 11f L ht• hu.:k ol nutrients 

\Vnmen'c; l·oundation "·kp.d (\\'1 i'\) in their dctlll /Jiwar diet," hich can he 
s.t}'S the sncial au.:ept.tnce nl 'inlcnc.:e prevented by e.mng more spinach. 
.tgainM women ic, still\\ Jtk ")11'1:.ld, it j., a '\!ep.tl ts one nf rhc k\\ countries in 
terrible reality for m,\11) i\~:pale.,c thC\\'tlrld\\hen:wnmenh.l\ealowcrllfc 

women. \ vr N cite1-. a expcctan<.y than men. 
rc:ccnt study c:nnducted The cnumry hac; c.liflercnt caste<; and 
by SAA 1111 whi c h etbn il' groups where the wnmcn have 
reveals thaL up w 81% both a lnwcrsrarusand heavierworkloacb. 
of womcn in rural Nepal th<tn men dn. 
arcvicLimsnl dome.'>ric In the rural area<i,onccanseewomcn 
ahU'>C. In addition, 22°o o[ .tll age'> c.trryi ng a hca\'y loaded basket 
o[ thc m~:n questioned or 'cloko' tl11thcir hack. Simil.trly. women 
admittcd that ther are also f<tung man) problems clue to 
think it i., acceptable dcplcuon of'' arer resources. They h:l\ e 
for a m.m 1:11 beat his lO go mile'> to c.trr) a bucket of water. 
wife, whi lc 2 3% of Ukcwisc, they have to bear all kinds of 

"""'"'"'"......,_women also belic\'cd disasters too. \Nomen work long, hard 
A Japanese Volunteer Working with community in Tanahun wif~: hcnt ing to be hours. w hi c h ynu can read on their 
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weathered yet <;m iling f'accs. Tt is always 
bard to estimate their true age. 

\!any women suffer gynecological 
problems like uterus prolapsed because 
at ,m early age the)' ha\·e children and 
for carrying he<l\)' baskets on their hacks 
right after bearing a child. I hey are often 
roo sh) to consult .1 doctor. Stichting 
\ cldwerk is an organbuion th.u hdps 
"omen through nrgani=atinn nf health 
camps in \illap,cs: "\ Ve conduct health 
cam ps to address the issue 11f uterus 
prolapsed in the vi llages Ltl give them the 
npportu nit)' rn tel it hci r prohkms to foreign 
do<.:tnrs. VVe found nut that they think that 
if thcy tell their problems lll lnt:;~ dnctnrl-i 
it vvi ll he revealed in the vi llage." 

The difrcren<.:c hct ween urhan women 
and rural \\'Omen is stri king. On I)' J I km 
outs ide the capita l of 1\at hmandu, 
\\omen are less edm·,tted nr C\'en not 
cducnt·d at .tiL "' I hL· st rikinp, reason is 
that in the 'tl l.tge .u-ca~ there is a very 
st rin l.Uiturc \\ hL l'llhL·" oman h,ts to st.l)' 
in the hush.md's hmt.,l , l hadnrc she l1.1s 

.t l.tLk nf edut.llHl\1 .\lld I em er eumnmk 
st.nus," s;tys Stichting \ dd\\'trk. I c'>s 
tlun )l) pncent nf Ncp.tk.,c \\'onwn .trc 
lttt·ratL, .ts opposed tn .thnut '57 percent 
of the lllL n I ·dm·a1 inn is t h.t hast' of ,t 
gnnd .md equ.tl \\ 1lrk1 ng ~null y,the Lt<..k 
elf L'd m·.tt tnn must lw r.td k.tlly 
nwrluuln l in nrdn tn gt·t tlw. dusty 
wuntry to L lear out it.., pnwn y ,md it.-. let 
ito., true hL'illll ) shinl· thrnugh. 

t\ lnng w i1 h gML'rnment, tht: UN, 
I NGOs and hi lateral agcneies have hecn 
spend ing hugt' rL·sou l-cts In ddend the 
righ ts 11f women and their health. They 
arc AD It/\ Nepal, l'he Asia I nundation, 
Acrinn i\id , t\pe irnn, t\IJ)OS, AVS I 
lt al)'. Fd ucate the C hi ld ren, I qual 
t\cccsc; I nremat innal, I () R U r Nepal, 
ND I Nepal, Chlam CB 1\epal, Planete 
Enlantl>, S.tkr\\'orld, Shapl.t Neer, 
( I IW \, I he I uthnan \Vorld 
l·cderatinn Nep.tl. United 1\lission to 
'\epai,\Vorld eighhnr'>,Ct\RL epal 
and Sti<.:hting \ dd\\·erk etherland., 

This year, the gloh.tl Unitcd '\ations 
rheme fnr 1\VD is 'Connecting girls, 
inspiring rutures' when cach <.:Olllllty ;md 
numerouo., NGOs pur women's needs, rights 
and accompli..,hments in the spotlight in 
their own way~>. RuL wi llthat alone suffice 
to bring changes and instirutionali::e 
them?• 
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"Climate Change And Gender Is Very Much Interlinked" 

MEENA KHANAL is a jnint 
secretary at the ~liniMt}' t)f 

Endronment. Khanal has alrcad) 
participated se\etal international 
climate changes meeting leading 
~epalcsc delegation. \ lecna's ctrct·r 
took her from \\'Orking on ceo rouri .sm in 
the \1injsrry of Tourism w to day, the 
Joi nt Secretary, of the Ministry ol 
Environment and their ( ~ender l ~ncul 

Point. Hadng rcccivcLI <t g raduate 
diploma in YVomcn's Sl ttd i e~ . tvlcena Sl'l 
\lUL ln re~>careh the li nkages ht'IWl'l'l1 
gender and eli male change, particularly 
in the context nl "lcp.d. As f'\cpal is 
cclehrati ng lnt~:rnat inn a I \,y'mmn 1\t)', 

,\<tEEN A KHANAL 

joim secretary Khanalo.,J10kl· tn \'tlnnus I low much importance ge nder 
issue rcl.ned to !J.Cnda .tnd Lltm,\te lompo ne nt s is getting in climate 
change. I xccrpts: change? 

How do you sec the gemkr and Due tn lad< nf pmpt'r understandmg 
climate change issue? .tnd l.tl. k of L \pcnen<.:c.,, the gcndt·r 

Clinurc L hangc .md g~mkr ts \·ay component to.; ldt in tsnl.ttion in cnntcxr 
much interlinked Realt_ ing tlw•. the 11f fonnul.mng poliLtec;, programs .md 
gcwernment In support\\ ith thl \\'clrld -.tratq!,il'S. rhts I.Kk'> in thq~O\'I:I'Illl1CI11 
Ctmscrv.lrion L 1111111 (IUCN) is wnrkinp, .tnd ntht·r ~:nntt•rncd st.tkehukkrs as 
tll fnrmulale a gentkr .ll1d < linl.ltt· \\elL 1 am h.tppy tn say that Ncp<tl is 
ch.tngc str.ttcgy to ~tn:'>s rhc nccd of 110\\ intht pmces-.ol fnrmulatinggcnder 
gcndn I'L'spn nsi\l' [1t)liL ks .1nd hasL·d d 1111<1lL' st rategy. NAP,\ ha<., 
.'>tratcgic., in <.:nmhating rhL· Llin1.1te ac knnwledgcdtheimpnrtancenlgcnder 
change impact. 'vVe have n:Len t l)' and wnlnL'n's panic irutlon. 'vVc ca n 
organ ized a seminar m enhaiKL' L':lpaL' iL y dcvdnpnun;tmrcgy and programs under 
l\l understa nd nnd cnmm uniL'atl' the thisll'.tmew,lrk. f\o.,cightcnuntric<;across 
issues of gender anti <.limatc change. the globe haw fnrm ulatcd gcmkr based 

I low do you Unk dimatt• change climate str.ncg)•. Nepal also need<> to 
issue with women? h.l\c this. 

\Vomen arc amtlng the mn!-.l What arc experiences with CO P 
\'tt lnerahle commun iric.., tn 1 hL· impalt and gender issue? 

nf climate change due to l.tek nf \t the he ginning, it was often 
re'>Ources for lactng changes rn the diffkult tn h,t\'L .t \Oicc m the nutcomcs. 
natural disao;rcrs. So, it i ~ important ttl ll:t\ ing the ~upport of orhen\·omcn dele 
cmpo\\'er\\'omen who h:m: a lead mk t<1 g.ttc~ ,1., \\ dl a., the capacity huilcling I 
play in coming up with mtttgattnn, g.tincd <..onfidcnce to be able tll 

adaptation and reduction strategies to parneip<ttc full} m the U :\ FCCC pwccss. 
deal with the changing c limari<.. At COP I), it seemed that the prevailing 
patterns. Acmrcl ing to a stuuy around hdid w.ts that in terms of climate 
50percentofthepopul.ttion alle<.:u:d hy change gender didn' t marter. It is 
climate change constitutes women, so it matter of pride r or me ro say that gender 
is essential to link gcndercqualiry with is now one of the leading issues as COP 
climatcchaugctoovcreomCLhecxisLing 17 has already recognized it. Durb<m is 

LaraSuyhrrbuvl; 1stm ilncmfi·om Bdgium problems. another example. • 

NEW SPOTLIGHT NEWSMAGAZINE I Mar. 02, 2012111 



INTERVIEW 

'Women Are Backward DueT o Unequal Treatments In All Sectors' 

BALANANDA PAUDEL 
Nepal is celebrati ng th e 

International Women's Day by 
organi::ing \'ariousprogramsasin the past 
several years. With the national slogan, 
'End of Vio le nce against Women: 
Maintain Zero Tolerance,' Nepal is 
focusing it~ programs LO reduce domestic 
\' iolence. With good command over 
development issues, B/\U\ NANDA 
PA UDEL, Secretary at the 1\linistry of 
'Nomen, Children ami Social Welfare, 
a lead ministry dealing with wome n 
related issue~>, says the Day has its own 
significance. Secretary 1\mdcl spoke to 

NEW SPOTLI GHT on various issues 
related lo the lnternalional Women 11ay. 
l ~xccrpls: 

As Nepal has been celebrating the 
International Women's Day on March 
8 an nuall y, what makes t his year's 
program di fferent than in t he past? 

Cclcbr,tt ing International Women's 
D.ty is a regular program. We have been 
celebrating the Day on March 8 every 
year since 1975. This day is celebrated 
globa ll y. l·hc day has significance 
especially in bringing women related 
issues to the forefront for women's 
empowcrmcm, women'~-> development and 
their economic uplift. We highlight 
such issues on the day. I his day will also 
help to gene rare awareness in the society 
about the problems faced by women. This 
clay also g ives an opportunity to 
disseminate information regarding 
women, to further reiterate the 
comm itment to add ress rhcir issues and 
worl< towards mat. 

This clay also gives a chance to 

evaluate the overall programs of the past 
and find om chc lapses and lacunas in 
rhe programs related to women's 
devdopmcnc. 

Shed some lig ht on this year's 
slogan? 

'Connecting Girls: Inspiring Future' 
is the slogan of this year's International 
Women's Day. Nepal's own slogan Cor 
the clay is 'E nd the Violence aga inst 
Women: Maintain Zero Tolerance.' Our 
whole program \vill be tHrccted towards 
these slogans. 

llow is t he governme nt 
celebrating the occasion? 

As in the pasr, rhe government is 
cekbrating the International \A/omen's 
Day hy raising the agenda related to 
women's empowerment and ending 
discrimination and \'iolcnce against 
women. We also evaluate our ow n 
pe rfMmancc and interve nt ions by 
reiterating our commitments. Nepal has 
made many achie\'emcnts 'lince Nepal 
stan eel to celebrate the International 
Wnmen's Day. 

I low do you look at t he issues 
related to women's empowerment and 
uplift? 

So f<lr as the issues relat-ed LO women's 
empowerment and uplift is concerned, 
they <Ire multi dimensional and multi 
sectoral. They have social, economic, 
ed ucmional and n dtural dimensions. 
Among otherc;, we need ro concentrate 
more on education and economic 
dimensions. There: is the need to provide 
mo re opportLt ni ty in t hc educatio n 
~>ecwr. Womcn arc backward due to 
uncqualtrearments in all sector'>. Thus, 
the state must provide further i nccntives 
through posi t i vc d iscri mi nat ion. W hen 
I >vas the education secretary. I Look a 
decision for the establishment of 
'Nomen's EducatiM Fund. Under this 
fu nd, thousandl'l of women have been 
receiving support. University Grant 
Commission and Higher I ·ducat ion 
Secondary Board provide scholarships to 

women tbrough rhe money rccci vetl from 
the fund. The intervention in education 
sector is a major thing. 

What arc other aspects of 
i ntcrventions? 

Other equa lly important part is 
economic intervention. This includes 
rights m parental property, rights to 
employment and impkment:ation of 
pol icy on positive discrimination. Along 
with economic and social dimension, we 
also need to strengthen programs to 
add ress social and cultural dimensions. 
Although th e social and cul tura l 
dimensions are also important, ir requires 
a long duration to change the social and 
cultural dimensions. They arc related 

to human psychology and approach and 
they need generation to generation of 
time to settle. Education and economic 
empowerment can be the point or new 
change. If we can make women 
eel ucationally capable and economically 
self sustained, this will help to end the 
discriminat ion agai nst women. 

W hat arc t he inst ruments fo r 
intcrvent ions? 

We haYe three instrumemsa\'ailable 
to intervene in the process.l he firM one 
i.s a legal inMrumcnt. Unc.lerthis, wc can 
intervene in the proces~> of 
discrimination by making the laws. By 
making laws, we can make mandatory 
provisions, t hc I ist of work to do and nm 
to do. Law can he used .1s vehidcs. Other 
is economic incentives and 
di:-,inccntives. Undcr this medium, wc 
can encourage people.: to do good things 
and discourage people lO do bad things. 
1 he current legal provision to give: '50 pa 
ccnt cliscoun 1 s in land regi&tration ,md 
transferring prnperry to women has mack 
good imp.lcts. This incentive can 
motivate people co transfer rhe prnpert y 
in women's names. The: 1 bird important 
aspect is social tools. Th is is rclaled to 
advocacy, dissemination o( message&, 
devclopmcnt of woinen friendly 
curriculum and public cam paigns. 
Through this we can gcncrarc awareness 
on women's issues and age nda. You 
tal1not bring any changes through a 
~ingle tool or a single institution. As 1 
have already mentioned, gende r and 
women rnakc a rnulti sectoral and mu lti 
dimensional issue. 

How do you evaluate the priority 
given to women's issue? 

Alt hough we have: been say ing 
women's issue is our priority issue, we 
arc yet to identity priority sectors. We 
need to do a lot of worl< to make all the 
interventions implemented by various 
sectoral ministries women f riencll}'· The 
Ministry of Women, Children and Social 
Welfare should be given a lead role by 
developing expertise. 

What is your impression about the 
role of Nepal's development partners? 

Various development partne rs 
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including bilateral. mul lilateral, UN, 
INGOsand GOc:; have been " ·orkinrr in 

0 

the womcn'c:; sector. The Ministr}' is no\\' 
thinking about looking into where there 
arc O\'crlap!O. and gaps in working "·ith 
Nepal's development partner-.. To make 
\\·omen related program., more cffecti,·e, 
the \lini.,tr)' ha., to look imo these two 
important thing.'>. If there is a gap, the 
governmen t encourages Nepal's 
development part ncr,, w meet the gap.lf 
there ic; an O\'crlap, the gm·ern mcnt ''ill 
ask them to 'i trcamline. I he \l inistry 
also \\'ants Ln look at no cost as whm cost 
1 he services arc del ivered. Is it value lor 
money or snmcth ing cl."c? We have to 
know nn what cost they have hccn 
prm itling the scr\'h.:es. lt is im portanL to 
knnw th is. 

I low can you make women related 
programs more effective? the programs through thc . .,ecoopl-rati\'C.:s. the.: urhan areas. 

\Vnmcntlc\'clopmcnt prngramsneed I hey have already collcncd 1.6 hillion I low do you sec t he c urrent 
to he aligned with natinn<tl prioritic'>. rupee'> thrnugh mnrc th.tn I ·wo violence against woman? 
Their imcr,·cntmns .u1d .tct h itics !'.hould eoopcrali\'CS. ReLent trends !>hm\ that the \'iolcncc 
he aligned \\'ith n;lt innal pnorilics. Paris WhY arc ·wo me n coo perat i vc<; .tgainst women is not confined to rural 
nccl.tr<\liOn .tl ... n h.t ... La lied for this important? .trcas. \ Vt• h,t\'C \Cen thio; violence in high 
al1gnmcnt. I h~o: ckt l.tr.ttlnn h,1s .tlsn said Coopcrati\'cs are ..,elf drh·cn .md ..,elf Lias.., of urban '>()( ict}' as \\'ell. Despite 
that donor cnuntric., ha\'C tn ,tlip,n the moti\atcd nH)\Cmcnts. Pcoplc .tre .\ II the dfnrts, there arc sporadiL 
ll<ltlon.\1 priori tie.,. I he gn"crnmenr and \\'orking for thcmsci\'C'>. If Llw. 1s ..,o, \\'C inndcnt., of 'iolcnce against women. 
mmi'>try h,t\'c tndearly tell &\'clnpmcnr need to dn more. rhc cnnpcrati\'CS I hL· .\t<ttc need-. tn giYc prorcction w 
rnrtncr .... ahoutlhl prioritic.-. In \\'Olm:n's encourage people to de\ clop ,lInn-.~.: \\'Omen h)'prm idingtheml;afcrhomt:sto 
-.ector. 'vVc ncL·tl tl) he \'cry c lc,lrnn that. relationship to do something for tiKm. shL·Iter, ictim women. 1 he state nccd"tn 
\Vc h,tvc to cnmmu nicall' th is to ou r Cooperati ves encourage people to P,l' l launLh rcacti\'c and proact ive works. 
dcvc l()j1111Cill pa rtn ers. 'vVe have tO involvcdi neconomicm:Li\'itics. 'v\lnll11..'11 IJrnac ti\'C nat ure nl' work inc lude-. 
motivate them to align their prngrams to are organ i::ed under coopernri ws i n thc prnv i d ing i nee n t i ~·ct. th roug h the 
our priorities. villages and it is a med ium w re:tch till' cnnp~.: rati\'cs. 

I low do yo 11 Rcc the government's villages. 'vVccan providesupport ln1 hem Your s logan is maintaining ze ro 
institut ional arrangt·mcnts? rhrough this. 'vVc have to make all these.: wlcran~.:e ol' violence against women. 

We ncl'clto encourage.: government's cooperati ves as a \'Chicle ro reach each J low tan you ac hieve it? 
insrilurinn;l l arr:t ngcmcnl'i. Dic,trict household. For instance, when we have.: 'vVc want to do thi s through the 
\Vnmcn offices arc the arms and legs of been raisi ng the isRuc of wome n's Lnnpcrati\'CS set up by \Nomen 
1 his ministry. \Vc need to empowe r violence, cooperative-; ca n be used nc\'clopmcnr Offices. 'vVe wiU launch 
dbtrict offices in term'> of manpower. against "iolcncc. If we h;wc ro empower the ::ern tolerance programs round the 

resource!> and activities. 'vVc have to ''omen, we must launch programs year. 
realign, reprioriti::c and empower those directed through them. What docs the country need to do 
offices. Oistrict \ Vomcn Offices have How gender fTiend ly is the budget? to make women's programs effective? 
been launching a \'Cr} cffccti\'e progrctm The 1\ linisrry of Finance has hccn I here arc !>O many organi:::ation!. 
111 the rural parte; of \cpalthrough a working to formulate a gender friendly \\'orking in women's sector and there is 

cooperative. \Ve don't have to reach each budget.\ Vomen's cmpo,,·crment should rhc need ro ha\'c coordination between 
and every house of rural areas. Through be a priority sector. \Vc arc making plans r hem. There is the need to ha, c 
the cooperari vcs, the related district but somebody else holds the budget. We main st rca 111 ing among the various 
offices have been implementing t he needtoreachouLLocach household. 'vVe prt•grams. Nepal governmenr has been 
programs in economically, socially and cannot empower the deprived and needy launch.ing \'arious programs. We need 
culmr::tllydcprivccl communities. There women only by mal<ing this as an i~-.s uc to have priorities set for each. They need 
arc women cooperalivcs in nil the VDCs ofcertaine.litcs. We need to shift women mni nst rcam i ng in terms of 
and the mini~Ll')' has been i mplcmcnti ng related agenda to the rural parts r rom i mplcmcntation .• 
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ENCOUNTER 

The Trend Of HIV Infection In Nepal Is Dramatically Changing From "Most~ At/Risk" Women To "Low/Risk" Women' 

DR. MARIA ELENA G. FII.I O
BORROM EO, .~hortly called "\ l arlyn~ ha~ 

been working as the UNA IDS Coun try 
C:nnrdinaror for Nepal and Bhutan since late 
"C1C17 She spoke w NEW SPOTI.IGIIT on 
'.1rim1~ i-.~u~·~- fxcerprs: 

}\.., the world is celebrat ing 
In ternational Women's Day, how do 
you -.cc the <,Late of ·women particularly 
Ill "'cpal til terms of HIV/A IDS 
pre\ alelltd 

lu llH: ltr"t )),tTet .til nur reader' .1 ll appy 
\Vn1ncn's J),l)' not only onocm on Marth R, 
hill in thl' nl'Xtdays•lhead, VVe.,hnllkl mah· 
cvct'} d. ty, a Women's Day! 2012 .tt.:Lu.tl ly 
m,trk" tht 101-.t Annivt:rsary nl the 
lntl rn.uinn.tl \Vnmt.:ll\> Day <tnd lt\gr. .. tt th.u 
'\ep.d '"ltlllling the world in eelchr.tung tht'
n:rv tmpnrt.mt e\·em 

( )n thl ..,l ttl: nl '\l·p.th women lhtng the 
Ill\ \tnS km., I ''anted tn hnng lort h thl· 
rqwn ... lrnm llw 'J.Hinn.tl Ccnu:r 1111 \IJ)S 
.lndS I I)Ct1ntrnl (\J( ASC)nl th•· \ lll1i'-LI} 
ttl I k. tlt h .md Pnpulation (f'dOII 1'). A'-t'l Aug 
1l)J J ,I cumulat ive LMa l nl If!,))') I IIV 
inkt:l in n~ h.1ve ht'l' ll n.:poncd to 

'\( A~< .. md :dmnsr 36% .trl' \\'ttmt.:n. 
i\mnng tlll'"l' wnmt.:n, 75'1\1 an.: hnLN}\ I \,·~- II 
)'tlll h1k .ttthe 1t11(ll "rtmar,·d Ill\ mkl.ttons 
h) n'k gnlltps tn 2010 rdc.twd .tlsn lw 
'\( \ '>( , }'lllt" til .tlsn deduced th.tt "7'}.• trl 
.unnng wnm..:n I% ,unong female ... v, wnrkl'r" 
.md "6•\, ;lll111np; rl·nuining ll1"' ri"k women 

( k-;tr ly, 1 he trend ol H 1\' in leu inn in 
Ntp.tl ls dram at it· a I ly changmg frum "mo.., I 
.tt ri :-.k" Wll ll1l' l1 1 n "low risk" women. In the 
t.:o iHOi l nll ll \'cpidclniologyhousewivcsarc 
L l a~stlkd as "It I\\' ri~k" r opulatil1n since ill 
)l;Cill't,tl tlwy 1)nly ha\C I sc:'iual partner. I ht· lr 
le,·el d ri-.k rn Ill\' exposure Thndnrl i' 
wry tlllll h del mcd h}·thc -.cxual ( .md mjt.:ll i np, 
dru\!,) prott LILT'- of rhcir husband I hr" 
<;itu.ttion l'> .tl.1rming '>ince rhe likelihood nl 
t r.tnsmlll inp. Il l\ ' to U11born children will ht• 
hip;h. 

!\::, th ere g rows the mobility of 
Nepa l's men , how safe Nt:palesc 
women art:? 

l·olltm ingup on Ill)' re:.pon.se on your first 
que-.tinn, most nf those reported "" 
"hou<.c\\'i\'es~ ;tre .1pparentl) houscwtYe<> ol 
mt~r.mt worker.... So rhis needs to he carefully 
-.wdicd and adcttuatcl}' addressed.\ lohiltt)', 
"hether b) men or women. is a \'U)nerahtlity 
factor to Il l\ ' infecrion. \ Vhile famdic" and 
the ctlunrrr's economy as a ""hole enjoy the 
bendits of dollar rem ittanccs from migrant 

DR. MARIA EU i\ IlLlO G. BORROMFO 

workers. d1esodal cost could he high Jt t imes. 
As Nepal has rcporn:clly made a big 

progress in stabilizing HIV/A IDS, how 
fri endly is Nepal's UIV poli t.:y towards 
women? 

Nepal has good polidc.~ in plmx meluding 
h.mn~ women fricndlr pt,ltL}' .1nd ewn rhird 
gt·nder friendly polky I h~ ch.lllengl as in 
nthc:rcountriesb the 111lplemc:nt.tllnn nltht:"': 
pnhcil'.., so that the '>pirit.md intl·nt nl thc'>e 
pnhctes \\ill be .tchkvcd If ynu l11nk .tt the 
:!()I I July report of 1\JC ASC on .1nt1 rl't nwir;1l 
thcr.tpy (ART) cmwagt:, .j 3.1% .1n: km.1les, 
')6, '5'lb .ue male and 0. 3'1\> b third gcnder. So 
\\'omt:n arc n::tt.·hing thc~t: lill· sav ing 
mt:d iLat inn;,. 

J)urinp; my li r-;t ye.11 in Ncp;d, th e 
J.!,ll\t:rnment had 1111Tt'llllKl'd the I Tt:l l 111\'er....tl 
lle.tlth Ctrc pnllly wllh thl' .tllllllr r~.t~:hin)!; 
·,·lr} pnnr". "de..,tlttttl", "._,llllt1r ull::l'lh", 
supported h) "wntm·n ~:ommunll} he.tlt h 
\nlunteers~. l rcc1ll rl·admp,.t..,tudy .1u1upk 
111 yt.:.tr'> .tftcr, wh1t h lnund nut th.lt th~ 
111l ll'a~c in ut ili::ation nl lw.tlt h L ;trc ~en· i ec~ 
\\' ithi n p,twcrn lncnt run f.~t· ilit ,, . ..,h)' \\'Omt.:n 
and girls is appart.:m ly t:Vi(knt ht•t•ause nl thi-. 
prn pnnr health tare polk}' Sn thr., j.., .1 hig 
P~'~'J.!. ITS.<; in 1\:cpal's pt, liq• impk·l11l'l1L.tlitm 
"hul·t·nncrerc rc.~uft.., .trt.: ... cut in 1 h•·ltw.., nl 
wnmen and gtrb. 

I low do you sec tht: J.!,l'ntkr '>l'l'nario 
tn tt:rms of TllV/AmS? 

L.1..,t year, l 'J \1 DS Nqul ... uppnn..:d '' 
"(,cnder Audit nltht: Ill\' rt.:~pnn'e 111 N~p.tl . 
·1 h1s is in ltncwn hnur"Agtntb lnr kLt:kratcd 
Cnumry Action fnr Wnml'll, ( , i rl ~. ( •endcr 
l"tplalil y and Il l\'" dcvdop,·d t n ,tddrc.ss the 
pl' rsi'->LCnt p;cndt:r incqu.t lit it.•s .tnd human 
righr:-. violation" that put wonR'Il ;tnd girb .11 
p,rt'.ttcr ri«k of, and more vultwr;tbk· to, Ill\' 
.md th,tr rhrearens the g.uns th.u luvl' bel'l1 
n1.1de m pre,·cnting I II\ tr.m~mt"'i1lll .md in 
intrta<.ing acce~" to .\R I I t:.tn ... h.trc "irh 
)'OU the full n:porr, but it noted th.tr the 
Ct1Untry's rcsponf'>e ro Il l\' "i JKC it wa)', fir-.r 
reported in 1988 had evolved. I rnm ~lm.tinly 
health fncu~ed rcspon~c, a developmental, 
l'ip;hts based appro:wh ha.~ hcen adopted 
through the years. 1-lowc.:vc.:r, it a l ~n noted that 
the response to HIVand AIDS tndnrc h.1s not 
hecn herdr of gender pcrspl-nive .tlrogerhcr 
and much has yet to ht done, m en~urc rhar 
policks.mcl progr:unson Ill\ .md \IDS indL't.-d 
l:tdlirarc gender equality. 

How do you sec t he resources 
available in Nepal for lllV/ AIDS? 

Resources for H 1\'/A l IJS in Ncpabnd in 
nrhercounaieswould new rhecnough, I r.hink 

There i" alw::ty:-. ,1 
clamor for more, 
more, and mort.:. 
VVirh the current 
global economic 
clo\vnturn. tht: 
smart and better 
"ay to go 1" to 
make more 
effcctin: .tnd _..__ __ .._ 

efficient usc nl -""""-..- 
rcsnurccs that art· 
already a\ arl.1hk· i 11 thl· cnuntry 

Accorlling tntiK· :;tudy 0 11 the "Resoul't.:c 
Inflow for 1 hl· Il l\'/,\ tnS Program in 'Jcp.1l 
2010"t.:arricd t1Lll h) thl'II J\' ii\lOSandS I I) 
Control Bo.trd( IISCB)\dth tt'\:hn iul~upport 
from ll'\ \IDS .md \\ nrld B.tnk, "'epal had 
spem '- "ll ') \I tlltnn tn 1 0t19 ,md in :!Oil) 
,tht'lll '-19 I \ltlltnn lud been 11blig.tted, lor 
Ill\ \I()'\ l'l"J111l)'-l The .... unc '>llldy 
dcd un·d I h.tt t h~ Ill \ , \Ins rc .. pOnl>C I 11 

'\er.tl is .tlm11..,1 tnt.t lly •It-pendent on eXll'rn,tl 
!.U j)I1MI ( 1\11\rt: I h:tn l}R•);, nl fund~ c:omc rro1n 
cxtt.:rn;tl MIL11'l'l's), hut the trend iii nnw on it;. 
downwardd1rcttion ll<:nt:l', l11pn:scn•cand 
su;;ta in tht· g.ti n:-. 1111 111\'/t\ 1 DS , it ' " 
ah"'lutd} net.:..:..,,.,, try 1 h.u dnmc"tk: rc ... ources, 
both I rpm 1 ht )l;PVcrnmem .md prh·are scLt.or, 
hl· 11\l)bi lt_ed I hl· uHmt} \\iII ntl\\ hl 
de' dnpmg .ru 1sted .tt tnn.tl -\aion Plan on 
Ill\ ' \IJ)S .1nd 11 \nil tell Lh hm\ llllll h 
resnurt:l''-dl1\l''-ltne111 i-. nt:t•dnl m ;tddrt.:s"> 
the cpidcmil' l'i it'( 1 ivdy .tnd :it.:hit:ve downthc 
road, tlw L<tr)l,L' l" set in I he Nationrtl Str.ltcp;y 
on II IV/;\ IJ)S 2(1 11 '016, and midway tlw 
MDC 6 targt:t 7 hy 20 I'i, 

What is 1 he total budget and what 
is t he contribution o l inte rnatio nal 
community? 

I refer )'llll h.tck 111 rht srudy I menuoned 
earlier, the"Rc'>lll\1'\.·clnO~I\\ forthc H 1\ -\IDS 
Program 111 '\ep.tl J()t0" \ecording to thi-. 
study, the wntrihution I rom t:xternal >.ources 
during the fisLa l )'L':tr 1009/2010 is a lit tic 
over $20 million. 

Exis ting data has shown t hat H IV 
is gradually infecting housewi fe, what 
Nepal need., to d o? 

Nepal ha" va'>l experiences in reducing 
I-ll\ infet:ttnns.unong irs population,S(ll don't 
think I need Lll mcnttnn what needs to he 
done. But on the 1'-.'>uc of reducin!!;. if not 
elimin.tttng, Ill\ infectil)n among 
housc,\i\'Cs, ,1 comprt:hen~i\'C, continuum of 
H IV [Xc,·entioll program ha» tn he in place at 
all levels and -~ pec i .tlly lor houscwi\'es, at the 
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community, fami ly anti inuhidual levels. 
\ lultiple approaches at 'arious entry points. 
ts needed. If the profile ol the house\\'h'Cs is 
that of the wh·cs ol migrant workers. which 
in l\cpal is likely ro he then prcn~ntion 
:'rogram for mlgr.mt worker-. h.ts ro he in 
place in the \\'hole 1mgr.1tion pron'""· '' hich 
includes durin!!, pre tkp.trture. "hilc 111 host 
countrll."'> .• md Uf11ll1 n.:turn 11r rc.:mtq~ratmn in 
their community. 

ll."t 1111. mt:l1[11111, .1~ \\'1. .tr~ nn thts topiL. 
th.ltthc LI'\J -, hem1.: (;n,upnn.\IDS 111 Ncp.tl 
b ~l·rinu~ l } umt:cnll'd .tholll th is r.:mer~tnp. 
is'>ue and had tlt·vdPped a jtlll1t U 1\ in tti.1t i\c.: 
nn "Rcdudng 1\ ligrauon rc.:l.ttl'd l'ulnl."rahilitic:> 
.md ri '>k nf 111\ Lr:msmissinn among Ncpah 
men .md wonwn". I h 1 ~ is a ) )'l'ar in it iaLi 1'1: 
and nne nl i t .~ ohjel'Li Vl's is to>.~ rcngthc.:n cross 
hnrdr.:r initi. ttivl'iwtl\'l'l'l1 Nepal and India to 
enable tlw t'<mt inullln 11r s~.: rvit'l'~o sut:h as 

snu:d .md n:prndUt t iw ht".tl th, Ill\' tc~t i ng 
.md toun.,l· lmg. pt'l'\'t: nttnn olmnt hi."J' t·o child 
u-.u"mi~o,tnn .md .\R \ ln1 migr.mts.tnd their 
spousl's. It is t'll\h.ll!,t'd th.tt thts 1111ti.1t iw 
\\ lilt:nntrihutllllthtll.ltion.tl l'l'"J11111"l \\'ith 
,lltx.u.,nn rt·dudng Ill\ ~II fl B tr.tnsmi,ton 

NATIONAL 

IDV/AIDS 

Women are vulnerable 
The recent data released by S TD reveals the growin.g threat to wome11 
of being infected with II I V/AIDS, particularly for the housewives. 

R) KESHAE POUDET 

"I tell them that I used tn 1 rll.,l my 
husband a Int. hut I"'"" not '>ll h1rtun.1rc. 
illy hu~oh::md betrayed me md IH1\\ I am 
in l't:cted with HI \ '. Ynu c1n 110t ti'LL"l 
anyhocly. ). o ur hushand might ht· 
r.: ngaging in unsalc sex p raet iLc.:s .tnd 
taking r is ks in In d ia," .-;aid Pr;thh,t 
DbanukJ rom Ace ham di&t rk t . Dhanuk 
b no t the only nne wlw IHt:t·o.; smh a 
o., it uaLinn. 

Mot tle \\' it h t he Mippnn from 
l i/'\A IDS, a repo rt dt1t' Ltl11 l'll l s t he 
C'\1nt rihutinn nl pcnpk living wit h Ill\' 
.md . \ lOS tow.trd~ .ll'hil'\ ~·ml·nt in Nq1,1l 
ol \ ti llcnnium Ot·,·dnrmc nt t ;n,tl 6 .tnd 
7, mall)' \'Oll'C!ot like thar oJ J)h,lllllk \\ l' l'r.! 

Women in Accham District 

limes h1p:hr.:r than among t hose" hl) haw 
IHll. \Voll\t'l1, who arc fc..:a r nr arc 
t xplTlt'tKing some kind of' iolr:nc.:c .trc 
b.~ likd) w n<.gollalt' lnr .... tic ~ex. go 
f11r Ill\ tc.:-.ting. ~hare their Il l\ statu~ 

• unong t·p.th 1111)1.r.tnl pnpul.nllmo., 1n As ,1 distnc.:t that hc.t\'ily rclic~ 011 .tnd .tnc..,., trc.:atmc.:m 
inti."I'\'U1t11111til"Lmt..,. runiLL.tnCc.:'> earn fwm lndi.t \CI..h.tm Pr.thh.t Dhanuk aho reports that 

~:olku~:d . 

!low do you M'l' the role of distncr is badl) .tl'f~t·tnl hy Ill\ .tnd \\lltnt·n \\hn keep condoms in the houst 
Internationa l :t)l:l'lllll.".., and local uvil there art m.tn)' \\'Omen like [)h.uwk. m.t) he t.trgcl'> 11f discrimm.ttion. Pcopk 
sot·it'IY mgani::;Hwn..,? 1 host' \\omen o;a):" f \'t'O tl \\'t tr) tn \\Ill s,t)' \\hat tht· hell arc you dnmg 

I \U)'\lnl h,l.., .I mk in .lddrl."..,..,lnl!, Ill\ lllO\ inc.:e our hw.hand [(l ll~l' Ct1ndnms, kn:ptng umuoms? nn you IM\'l 'iC.:'( \\ ith 
and . \ Ins ( l'rl .11111} . t hl ( tll\'l'rnmcnt l'>lln l hey refuse." \ll hl."r lllen1 "\\'L need t\) r::usc <I\\ .treness," 
tht· driving -.l.".t t "l'tt rng the ..,ll,lll')1.1l L:t'-ALL)$ rt'lt'nt ly n:lc.:.tsr.:d ,1 f.tcl sht· s.t)'s 
dirc~;tmn 11l tlw rt•spnnse, h.l~l·tltm wh.ntht: sheet shm\ i ng r h:tl I ll \ is 1 ht• kat! ill).!. Gr.:nr.:ra lly. women arc at a greater ri-.k 
cpidt'll11t is te ll ing ll ~ and in tiK Clltrl1lry's l.lUSe of dt:<lth and uisc.tst:.s ,\liH1 11g nf hc.:tcrOl'>CXll:tlt ransmission of I ll\ . Olt t 
l11ng tCt'llltkwJnpnwnt vi:-. tllll. wnmc n l)f rc j"ll'lld llct i\'l' ap,e 15 .Jl) n f ) lJ .I')') B. l-12 people th .tL ;\ l'l 

( h i l -.nl it- t y llrl!,·ln Latin n ( CSOs) wol·ldwitlc. \I cpa I j ., ah-.1~ vtd ncrahk i 11 i nj t't' l i ng d rugs in Ner al it i;. csli m<l[ed 
c,.,p,•t ially people lh ing wit h Ill\ ' pl.tys thiscontcxt.Thqxevaknel'llill l\'/Ali)S that .trnundl.59H l.7RR among them arc 

~~~1~ 1.'~ i l~1,:~l ~~~~~~ ~~\.1,~ 1i;~ .:1111;l~.~~~~~~~~il~~~~;~~~~~~ almnng W l
1mcn in Nr.: p,ll i,.., alsn ri :i ing ~~,~~~~1}:~; i < H~ 1~a t~ p i~ ~~~~c c~~:~t~uc:l~;;~~~~.· 

a anningly. ,... 
thc.:Wt)l'ld, including Ntp.tl. I hl·in•ng,lp,ctncnt I it inc rca !ott'S the ris k of HlV J"nkctinn I rom 

According to t 1e cbtc rclc<tscd hy 
in .ttTcssing .md/nr prnvidi ng prevention. 11 U"l1,.11,tl t 11 ,,,1· [· ·. E .. l"'n t il '' f.-111 ,11 .. \l at io nal C~.: nLc r lor AIDS .tn d Sl Tl ' ' ~ - ~ ~ .. "' 
~ rl'.1l 111 1.:11t l.ll'l' and support ~crl'ilc.::. i ~ 1 dl Control in Auo·usl :!O i l, out <) f 63.~2R cmigrationisgrowingant it isrcporrc.: y 
essential Tht')' l'\luld .dl>ll pnwidr: .tlnrum Lll l' 1 4 d 

People inJcctt:cl with Ill\', 22.019 amonn arount percent t'\c.:cor ing ro recen t 
discusst:nnl rtwcr,.,t.d i.,o,w:qJut help pn1motc.: ,... 1 1 
.I 1 rJ t hem arc \\'omen. As rc• <ll'(l• •(l 11p tn sl ut ic.:s. \vnmen arc more vulncr:t )k w 
ucepcr under~Lint inp, .1hmu Ill\ .tn rdated "' ~ 
· 1 · · k 1 1· · 1 Auguct 17, 2"11 , out ol 18 "'31-. -J.t"" .tr·· Ill\ ' i nfection~. Although mal1)' s t ep" ls..,ucs ,1monp, t t'c I "inn 111.1 ers ant po ltlca " -' ' ' • ,,. "' 
kaucr-. In "nmc c.:nuntrics, CSO pilms hou;.ewi\'CS. On ly 10-1 fcm,tlc die Ills nl h<ti'C.: alrc.:.tdy bctn taken to srahili::c tht 
community ha..,ed mtl'l'\'l'ntlon and once sex workers arc mfc.:ncu h> Ill\' Ill\ tnfc.:t.Litlll!:., it is yer ro reach 
~ucu:s.,ful. the Go,·ernml."nt sl.tles it up. ro This dar.t re,·ca]., an abrmtn~ rall' nf 'ulncr.thk groups ol people. 
nauonal kwl < :S()q;ould abo pl.t}' :t \'ital H 1\ infect ions Jmon~ housl \\ i~t•.., 1 here need to raise awarc.:ncs.., .thnur 
role in .tdnlC.tL}' p.m 1nti.1rly m hclpin~ Accordin~ ro L \!AIDS, thl number of the p•trttcular \'ulncr,thilirics of \\'omen 
address '>tigma :tnd thsc.:rtmtn.ttion .md m \\'Omen Jj1ing \\'ith HI\ in A-.i.t, ha" ri<ocn .tnd girl" to HI\' infection. Rccogni::c 
drafting n.ttiOn;lllq?,i'<l.ltiOn'i that audressC'> from 19 percent in 200() to 35 percent in the f undamcnLal human rights of WOmen 
rhesc ,..,..,ucs. 2008 in comparison to mln Snnilarl). lhing \\ith Ill\, including St.'\: \\'Orkcr ... 

International agenc1e~ hrin~in .md sh.trc , it, knee against won1l'n and girls ;.., key \\Omen and girls who inject drugs and 
good practice" rh.1t h,t\C pnwcn to work d ri\'er of Hl\ ' cpiul·m ic. \~:cording to those in do;,c >.CLLings ac; a prison. 
c.:ffccri\'clyinnthcrcmmuic.~ol inothc.:ro.;inular report, up to ?0 pe rcent of women As ~cp;t l has been celebrating 
sctti ng1-.. I hey contribute by prn\'iding experience \'iolence in t heir lifct inw. International 'Nomen Day by organizi ng 
normati\'e "'U idnnc.:c, Lt:chnical a"sistancc, 1 .1 1 1 1 •·"tl' t'otts IJr·ogr"tllS 1. t r· c )'Ct t<> sc~ ho'v Lh • ,.., "Country sn 1c ies inu icaLe l 1ar L 1e ris < " • t . " • " · ... t: 
rc~ourcc nwhili=<ltion. r.:apacitv clcvrlor1mcm go\" t'tlrncJl t •ill r ~~ )Lit a progra111 t ) ., o l HI \' among wome n. w ho have c \\ t·a 1> t c 
and insnmc ill!>(<llll'es. lundingsur•rjorl. . ' nl . Hl.\1. r t ' n • e-xperienced violence. may be up to three cc, atn tn ec-10 among \'i'omen. 
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'Women Activists Need To Ad vocate To Increase The Access Of Rural Women To HIV Prevention' 
BINA POKHAREL 

L lal' ing a long experience working in Ill\ I 
AIDS. 131 'A POKHARELSocial \ lobili::.trion 
AdYi~or U:"-JJ\1 DS spoke to Nl.:vV 
SPOTI lGHT nn l'.:triou:o; i!>sucs related m 
women <mel 111\'/,\1 1)5. Excerpts. 

How do you see women's role in 
gent·ral and ro le of women work ing 
to prcv<.: nt HI V/1\[Ds parti cular in the 
last two decades? 

1 hL role oh1·ommmla~ll wodccacles has 
hccn rt·markahly changed from a passiw 
henefie i aries of \I'C I hll'l: programs to the act i \'l' 
parridp.mt'> of the den:lopment program~ .• l'> 
.tn .tp,•·m of chang,·. \\'omen cmpowermt·nt 
ha~ he~:n recogn i =~:d as t he mn!-.t dfcl:l il'l' 
in<.trum~:m fnr pi1\WlY allevi.llinn and gil'en 
wp prinrit) in tht· Interim Pl.mtotl. \\'nmt·n 
Dc1dnpment Progr.u1lli (\VliP) were inili.ued 
thrnughnLIL the cnuntry. in .tll7'5 tl is triers. A.., 
a n.:~u lt 1\'lllllen .trt• more <.:mpn\\'cred .md 
pbymg thl'l'r'te rnle from pllliLymaker ... tn 
.Jth nc.H<.:.s w.u:rivi.s t enforcing th<.: at:ct·~s 11f 
wnnH..:nl\1 information. edut:at inn, lcg.d and 
health rt)!,ht<.. •\I most 3 3 perlenr of th<.: 
C l'n~llltH.:n t A~~t·mhly mcmht· r-.. an; womt• n 
whn are .tctivdy involved in constitut ion 
maki Ill!, rn'c<.:.,., I n.tclillt'lll ol DnmL'sllc 
\ IOicntt' (C ontrol.md Pum-..hmt•nt) ,\Lt, :!0\)9 
1 C1(1llt an t·nd t Cl dnm~::-.ric violenct!, C ll~lll'ing 
:-.od.d-..et·uriL y pnwision for Wtlmen in genl' l".ll 
.mtl wltlnwst.,mp,ll women 111 partind.tr 
is~ll.lnle of thl· t lti=cnshlp t.<.:rLifk.ttes 
parl'lll ing l he n:unc of the lllPI Iwr an.: snllll' nl 
rh~.: kcy .tc hic\'ell1~.:11ls in rhi'> rep,.1rd 

In ~rite of all these gain.,, th..:rc rcrn.un-.. a 
m.~nr rh.tlknge lor 1 hcse women acri\'ists and 
lcad<.:rs tn Stl'<lttgically rcbt..: Ill\' <tnd A Ins as 
l111e<~ thet.lU~.11ll.l ll11'1St't.JUCilll.,tlirt'CU)' rd.ttl't.( 
togLnderh.1scdd1stnmmation.md 1iolcnn: 

1\n: Nepa lese wo mt n st ill 
vu lnerable to iufcctio n o f fli V? 

) t's 111 f;tctthl \'tilnerahilityof \\'Omen to 
111\ i-..rneresing.t\lthough Nepal\ epidemic 
is said w be conccmrau::d among rhe most at 
risk groups like p<.:ople who injc<.:t drug. men 
hal'in)!. sex with men. fcm.1lc ~>ex worker!>, 
estimat~:d ,tnd reported cia La o, how that more 
women arc being infected through their 
hush;md 11 ho \\'orkcd as the sea~onal mi~ranr 
labor<. in India. A-.. ot the reponed in£ecuon.l 
in 4 infected is a housewife who is perceived 
of having no risk bcha\'ior. The increasing 
\'ulncrahiliry of \\'Omen to Ill\ infection is 
because women know less than men about 
how ll l Vis transmitted and how to prevent 
infc<.:tiun, whatever they kno11 is often nor 
urili=cd in to practice due to rheir lo11 ~tatuc; 

in the family. their relative dependency .111d 
powerlec;sness to refuse sex or nc~otiate s.1fe 
sex, especially in the context of marriagc and 
the rrcvaWng gender r<.: latcd violence anti 
di<;<;rimination. 

\o\'hat is your ovnall impression 
about t he HIV/ AIDS po licy towards 
Nepalese women? 

Ncp.d's response to Ill\ and .\lOS i-. 
gtlided hy Natinn.tllll\ and STl PoliL)' 2011. 
Thl· nhjcctivc taken hy the Polit:y of protecting 
and promming the hum.rn rights nl the 
infeued .md affcucd and high ri-.k groups hy 
atldn:1>sing the nq~atiiT norm;. and "alue.~. 
stigma and tl iserimination as.,ociatcd with 
111\' is l'cry rcle1,111r to gu1tk the nauon.rl 
r<.:spon.,c \\'lth dtrect tmp.tll on the Ji, t~ nl 
Ncpali.:se ''nmt·n. Right tn basic hL·:tlt h, 
I Iuman right:-. .md gender an.: the din.:ui,•c 
pnnriplc., of 1 hL· Pol it) It cmphasl::t•s for 
th e gt· nd er imlu:-ivc .tnd nght h.tsed 
J11'11)1,ral11111il1j!, speciall y ror W0n1t' ll ,1110 
children infcll\'d and alktlL'd h) HI\ ' •tntl 
the pre\·entionof mlcctinn from the lllfl'ltl'tl 
mnt lwr tn her r hi ld. C1wr.dl National P<)licy 
has l k·:rr gui tlanL'l' lor the n.ll innal rt:'>pnn'>c 
ro .tddr<.:ss rhe Il l\ rebtrd' ulmTahilu) .mtl 
ri~k nt '\epa(e,,· \\ nmen. ,\.,per tht• PnliL)' 
guidance newly <.:ndors,•d Nat i.mal l ll V and 
AIDS .Strat<.:gy 'tl ll 2016 .tlso inenrpnr.ttcs 
thL dnmr,tiL .md gt nder h.1-.ed' tolcnn· .l' ... ln 
:-..1 ra t ~:git: area~ 1 ,, h<.: addn..:-.sed in add it ioll l•' 
gcndl'r equali L)' .111d human rights issucs. 
I ln11 e'er rhe dleLLI' e implem~:nrarion 111" tht· 
n.u inrul Policy .md -..tratL').,')' l'l:m.un adul kng~,.· 
due to the: political i n~>tabilit y. Dra ft lllV Bill 
to prmect and prnmote rhe rights ,11 p..:•lpl<.: 
inkued, ,1ffened .md 'ulnt·rahlc grnup., 
includmgwnmen i ~ pending -..incc long. 

l)espite ri~ i ng li ter:l l'y, vio lati on 
against women continues to rise. Do 
you ~ce any link between violence: and 
H IV infectio ns? 

Violence ag.tinsr women haR hccn 
con~idered as .1 scriousconn·rn for incre.1sing 
,·ulnc:rabilitie~ nt women w HIV infection. 
Violence against women is hnLh a cause and 
con~equencc of lll V infection. Research has 
con finned a ~tmn~ correlation bet \\'CCn sexual 
and other forms of abuse againsrwomc.:n :tnd 
womcn'scbanccs ofcontracLing HlV. Usc of 
condom (male or female) is irrelevant when a 
woman is being beaten and raped. :VIoreol'cr, 
forced vaginal penetration increases t he 
likelihood of I-I IV transmission. In addiLion, 
the fear of ' 'iolcnce pre,·ents many \\'Omen 
Erom asking their partners rouse condoms, 

accc~sing HI\' 
information. and from 
getti ng tc5ted and 
•wcki ng t rcatm<.:nt. 
<.:Yen when they 
r-.twngly suc,pell they 
h.tVL' been infected. 
1\.lan)· women .1 rc in 
d;lll)l,l r of bem!!, hc.ltcn. abandoned or thrown 
lllll of thciJ· homes if the I I 1\ positive status 
i .~ knnwn. If Ill V prevention al·tivitic., arcto 
Mll'tTcd. they n..:cd to oc<.:ur a lon~'> ttk other 
dfon s th.tt addre~~ .md r..:duce linkncc 
aga1nst womcn.md girls. ( nn~idering alit hesc 
lau-.., LIN GL·nt r,tl A-..,emhly High l.cvcl 
:-.lectin~ on ,\IDS fwm R 10 June .2l111 111 

'\c\\ York adopted a Pobtiul Dt:t'l.\r.lthmth,lt 
iml11des 1- liminati ng GL·ntkr lncqu.tlity as 
l'I1L nf the tent,lrgers to he .tc hie,·ed hy '015. 

!low do you "L'l' the rol<.: of 
Nt·pal<.:s<.: womcn activist in II IV/ AIDS 
campaign? 

\"mort• of 1 he womt·n 111 rural.trl'.ls h<.:mg 
mkucd from Ill\ , \\'l1111t'l1 kadcrf., .llttVi!'.r 
h;\s .1 v,n:at rnk to pL1y in illlq~rat ing Il l V 
.md t\ l J)S i<;'>lll in Ln l ht• nngoinp, \\ntnen 
cmpo11 crmt·nt pnx:e,.,s pn'l)!,r.tms lntustng on 
i nt rea~ln~ \\OI1len'.-. ;\\le!'o!'o lO l'l011<Hll le 
npporLun i LiL'~o. and resourt·t·~. strengthening 
thd1 L.tpad ty to L.tpituhttt·tr.tdltinn.\1 g<.:nder 
n,k., .md innt·.t-..mp, wnml'n·,., politrL.lll~l\\'er 
.tnd prC!'oelll.:t in dl·cision m.tk i ng p1Nt1nns as 
all the ... <.: an: intl irl'Ctly reduci ng tlw II IV 
rd.ut·d risk .md l'uluer.tbilh tes ol \\'llnll'n 1 o 
r<.:wn .. e the "Prt.ld of 111\ womu1 .tc m 1st 
must adcl rcs., th,· cri til.:.tl rnk that v,cnder 
rdat inns pl ay~ in snrual and rt·proc.luctiv..: lire, 
and how it .dl<.:crs Ill\ pre,·cnrion I hey 
shllU(d pJay C<lt.ll)tiL role Ill <.:lldinp; tht.: ( oendcr 
.tnd .,,lcial inl'tlua li ric!'o that shape penpk's 
heh.tviorll and limit their l'hl'icc!'. through 
cffeLll\'1.: poltucs ant! programs. \\ Olllen 
acli\ isL-. m·ctl 1\) ,tt!vor.::ttt.: to increa:-e the 
:ll'l'Css nf rum I women Ln 111 V prev<.:nt inn and 
rrc.ltment ,.,e rYices on sexually Lran,.,mirrcd 
mlcctinn. H 1\ testtnp, and cnunsding. 
prc.:wntion of mother Ln chi ld rransmi~sion. 
Anti rctro viral treatment and opportunisric 
infecrions. \\'omen acril'iM need rocampaign 
fnr rhc strcngrheninp, of rhe exi-.ting 
insl irurions li l<c Jvlinisrry of Women ( hildrcn 
and social Welfare , National 'vVomen 
Cl'mmission for pnwiding the social prott>t:tion 
antl lil·clihood !-.Uppon and ationallluman 
Rig hts Comm ission for the protection and 
promotion of rights of women infected and 
affected b)· handling the cases of 'tOience 
through the redressal mechanism. • 
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"Investment On Girls Is Not As Effective As On Boys" 

SIIARU J OSHI SHRESTHA, 
Programme Specialist for l ':--l \Vomen 
'\!epal, ha!o. hccn working in the sector 
for a quite a long time. ShresthJ answered 
to lara Suykcrhuyk. 

1epal is o ne o f the biggest 
receiver of financial aid in South Asia. 
Is the funding working for women? 

Fin ancia l resou rce is one of the 
... ecrnrs w hich conrrihurc to bring change 
1n women ,tnd girls lilc. rrnm the fourth 
Globa l Womcn's Cnnfcrcncc, linancc 
has been co ns id ered as an iss ue fnr 
\vomcn's tlevdopmenL. In Paris Meeting, 
donor community has rcaliz:etl that there 
is a gap. In Nepn l, a n initi ative of 
da~o.s i ricat i on of Gend er Respons ive 
Ruugct and gender analysis hy Ministry 
of f-inance (MOl-) and Gender Budget 
1\udit hy lvliniMr)' of I neal clcvelnpmcnt 
has bccn ini1 ia1cd. Some min is t ries 
.drcady havc initi.lled Gl·ndcr Aud iting. 
ro <IS'>CSS Aitl I ffcnivcne~o,<, for women's 

lSSUC UN vVomen has clone a rc\icw of 8 
donor agcncic'>, and the major finchng 
is lin .tnci.d .tid is nnt ... ullicicnr lor 
ge nder equ.daly ;tnd ,,·omen's 
empowerment. Therclorc, t>.IOr: has 
o;larted mapptng funding w make donor 
.tccountahlc. MOl· has e..,t,iblished Aid 
Management Inform at ion System 
(A MIS), where one of the components is 
w report in the gender marker by the 
development partners (DPs). w hich i;, 
mak ing liPs a nd gove rnme nt more 
nccountah lc lnr gender eq ual it y a nd 
women's empowerment . 

WhaL arc the main pn1blcms you 
e ncoun ter in empowering women in 
Nepal? 

Prcviou!. ly Nepa l concentrated on 
fu lfi lling r hc basic needs of women 
w hich is food, shelter and clothing. But 
fo r empowerment, we have lO address 
their s trategic needs like dignity , 
opportunity anti s lallls to make them 
equal to men. I think we have LO take two 
major approaches; one is building their 
capac it}', second is economic 
empowerment. I think we have focused 
mostly on awareness raising and now our 
Nepali women wanr ro be economically 
independent. NO\v aggressive 
intervention on econom ic empowerment 
is required. Women need non 
traditional train ings, soft loans, new 
schemes, \ovhich is yet to be done. Also 
we have done a lot to ensure. 

Has live changed for rural woman? 
Awa reness level is very pos itive 

change we sec on rural women, iris very 

encouraging. ?-low rural women arc nor 
as backward as we people think. I laving 
said that situation of rural women of 
different geographical region. rcligi1111 , 
casr and cthnicity arc not s imilar. 
'vVomen in far west may suffer from HI\' 
& AIDS's more than tarai rural women. 
;\'licro finance has reached toward many 
women, it has mobili ::ecl women, now 
they arc united but it is yet on ly t\.11CRO. 
Our rural women have yet rcmaincd in 
small initiatives, which w ill pur them in 
the periphery o f poverty, hut frank ly 
saying it has not helped women tn come 
nut from the pnvert y and change L hci r 
lik in real sense.:. l n fact due to fnrcip;n 
labour migration. men arc nnt in the 
rural a rcars and it ha!. further 
burdened - rLtraJ women with 
additional resp onsi hili l ics. 

Why arc women in thc rural areas 
s till less educated as in the urhan arl·as 
like Kathmandu? 

PO\·crty, early marriage, terms of 
reference used to the girls that they need 
ro go ro orhcr~> hou &e hold, or she 1s 
responsibility of in law.,. 'vl.my '>till thank 
that investmcm on girls is nnt <l'i effect he 
as on boys. Such prevalence of 
patriarchal norms cstablishl·s a concept 
that she would nor be t he bread winner 
of the household so, ir is nor necc-.sary 
to educate daughters. Rut we have move 
from that traditional feel ings towards a 
more pos itive ~cen a rio, hnw~: vc r , 

retaining women in higher cducal ion is 
still a challenge. 

Why is there sueh a gap bl·twccn 
rural and urban women? 

I guess globalization , changes and 
interventions of rhc many programmes, 
access to schools in nearby areas arc few 
reasons. In rura l a rea~. d istance al'>n 
makes lots of cWJcrcnce. In urban setting, 
people are a ware, they h:l\'c &ecn 
educated women doing good in all 
::.ectors. They arc also shouldering rhc 
financial burden of the household. Also, 
there is fear of naming and shaming of 
the families which do nor send their 
daughters to school and colleges. In 
fact, in urban areas, even if women earn, 
it is still difficult to run the fami lies, so 
it has become mandatory. 

The UN theme of the International 
Women's Day 2012 is 'Connecting 
Girls, inspiriJlg futures.' What n eeds 
to be done in Nepal to connect girls? 
What message/advice do you wanL to 
give to girls for their future? 

~Sl:JARU JOSHI SHRESTHA 

r c 2011 Pop n and 11 ous i ng 
census projected that women constitute 
54 %, lo make women empowe red or 
productive human resource, we have to 
invest in gi rls . If girls get securcd li fe 
they become confident human being. 
And confident citizen nor only make 
their life happy and successful hut also 
contribute to the nation development. So 
for the Jcvclopmem of the country. short 
cu t formula il> to invest in girls. So 
making a theme of International 
Women's D.t}' as connecting girls for 
their m~piring future is . t '' ise vi~ion of 
the glohal community. 

There arc many acts that protect 
wnmen in Nepal, why is there st ill 
cl isc ri 111 i nation? 

If we &ee policies and laws, Nepal 
leads in Souch Asia. But when it comes 
Lo implementation, it is not effective. We 
have huc.lgct~ at every VDC's, hut it is not 
used fnr real ca use. Gove rnme nt 
alloca ted 19% budget exc l us ivcly For 
women. We have equali ty in principle, 
in laws but in real sense, there is yet 
problem in substance, in rcsulr. I mean 
due to all laws and policies, the re is 
equality in opportunity but not in real 
lilc results. We just say women and men 
arc equal to be politically correct bur in 
reality we again maintain the same 
patriarchal rituals. Without addressing 
women's role at home, violence, their 
access and control over resources, 
decision making and justice, making 
wonderful law will not work. For some 
period of time we need conscious effort 
to support women in all sectors. Bur 
having said that rhcre are many positive 
changes in Nepal from the perspective 
of gender therefore, it needs t o be 
ncknowlcdged. T think now we need ro 
focus our strength on the 
implementation of policies and laws to 
sustain the gains we achieve. • 

NEW SPOTLIGHT NEWSMAGAZINE !Mar. 02, 2012 117 



VIEWPOINT 

Upper Karnali Urgency To The National Debate 

r·he ·liRO \-IW l'pper Karnah Storage 
Hydropower Project, which can be 
regarded ns the world's one of the mo.-.t 
aston ish i ngly attracci ve mega p roject, 
is the natLtre's fabulously wonderful gift 
to the people our country. I t~ potentialtn 
gcnc ratc a nnua lly lO,OOOG \Vh fi rm 
peaking cm-rgy can accrue per annum 
ahout 1,000 million L'S Dollar-; gro-..., 
hend1t l\1 our nation if the (irm pc.1kmg 
cnergy b pnced .n US Cents 10 per uml 
ckctriuty ( we should understand that 
1 he firm peaki ng energy is prkL·tl 2 to 3 
h iglll' r t h.tn the energy fo r hasc h1d). 
l his pro[t'Cl operating at ,\ l'irm head 
.tlmost 1 wn t imcs greater than Llll' 12,800 
1\1\N 1\arn.di Chisapani Prnjcct, whiL'h 
io., high l}' an: la imccl as a project to 
gel1ll'<llLt: hcap electricity, would he abk 
to gcner.ltc dt'l'trility even at f.tr ln,H·r 
r.lll nnl) 1' 3 ( two third) of that of tht· 
l.tltlr 
I ht· I hrcat 

'>nnn l'llr government is gmn)l. tn t,tkc 
I ht• fi n.d del ision In award l his prnjcct 
tn .1 lnrL' Ign comp<lll)' to bu dd ll a., :1 
o., i11111k run 11! river project 1 hat would 
ht· ahk tn gt•ncr;u e annually nnly ahDuL 
1,000 C.W h fi rm e ne rgy at lar h ighe r 
)l.t'llll\ll inn CI)St irrc..,pcu ivc ol thl· bL·t 
'' htt ht r in-.1a llcd tapacit)' 11l th.tt 
hydrnpnwa wnuld be 300 f\ 1W 11r 9l)l\ 
~ I\\ 11r nen higher. ,\-, ,t rco.,ult nf such 
dni..,ton tht \i,thilll\ o( thl· 41RO \1\\ 
l ppcr ".trn.dt Pn1j~·~t '' nuld he cntkd 
fnrncl' ht•t,\u-..e the ahm e dL·sniht·d t \\'1) 
prnJL'l:h .tre mutu:tll)' o:clushT nf l)ill' 

annt hL r. 
1 hL· prdc.ts ibi liry s rud )• n l 1 ht· 

Llppl' l' k.trnali Project wa~> carried nut hy 
a te;Ull nf int cmational <.:onsn rli um nl 
co nsultan ts ttndcr rhc s upe rvis ion o l 
.tdvi.,\lr), f rnm the world's en erg)' giant 
company nretll Fl . 1 he World l ~ank 
w.t'i directly 111\'0h·cd in pnwitling 
fm.mc1.tl ,1.., well ,IS technical -.uppnrt I r 
Ius hecn clc,lrly explained in thl 
prde.l'>tbilit) -.rudy report nf tl11.: Uppa 
Karnalt Project '' ith rhe intent 111n tn 
warn u., that the construction t)f t his 
proJL'l'l wou ld prec lude IMcvcr tht• 
viability l)f rhc 4180 MW Upper Karnal i 
pn1jL'<.: l , which can oun·ight be considcrL·d 
~ts onL·of the world's most attractive mep;tl 
hydropower projects. The chid advi..,nr 
from the RFC I-TTFL [or the 1:\.a m ali 
PrnJeC I \lr. Paul Terrell had even 
published an article in local journ,ll 
111\1,\1 to \\am usnottoeompromisc 
optimum Je\'clopment for the sakc of a 
quick deal, which is ob\'iously directly 
related m the l 'pper Karnali Project. As 
a resu lt, t he 300 vlvV Upper Karaali was 
not considered for many years a), a 

project to be implemen t cd in ncar 
future. 
An Enormous Loss 

Our country would fo rfeit the 
opportunity of accruing 1.000 million US 
Dol lars gross power generation benefits 
.1s explained earlia if the run of rhcr 
Upper Karnali Projcll would be 
implemented. The annu.tl gross benefit 
of the Upper l<:arnah Storag;t: Project 
would be about three time ... grcatt•r than 
Lht• grn'>s benefit to accrue from the 
em ire production of p,ldcly 1 n the whole 
Nepal, which was L'Onsidcr~d tl) he ahnut 
3 mi llion tons in a yc,1r SI1111L' years back 
, ancl if calculated at a nttc of ahnw US 
J)ol lars 12') per ton. 

1at ional DebaLe 
It is quite clear why o.,nmc for~ 1gn 

wmpanie"> "·ould likl' w grah our mega 
pmJCCts th.tt have t'l11lrmnu.-, gloh.d 
... igniflcanee by explonmg t ht• \\'C,tkness 
1)! nur g;nvernment Is lllll tht·r~: an 
urp.t'IK)' to the nation.lltkhatt 1)11 Upper 
l..:.trn.t li ..,inet: thc count ry's greatest 
IUtLiral rc~ou rce ts ,It '> t:tkd 1 qu.tll y 
Ll' itica l might he the he\\ il damt·nt 11! 

Karnall River 
111 any com m n n \IL- p.1 l, w hn \\'nLtl tl 
tlcfinircly he cagtT tl1 gt• t answ~r wh>• 
our intclkcwa l cnm nwn ity, p lanners, 
mcdia and most impnrt.1nt ly t:~'tll1\1111 i o.,t<, 
arc nor seen to be evt·n o.,lig;hrly 
conct·rned \\'hen our u1unL ry p., gomg t11 
ht• robbed of It'> Ya-.t n.ttur.tl \\·ealth by 
gm:dy fnrei~ners probably 111 Cl)llu-.il)n 
\\·ith -.ome olour 1)\\ n cnmp;nnors. 
Why a Jewel in the Crown? 

The Karnali river makes ,\ big loop 
in in; lower reach ncar a place called 
Asarc. rrom here I ht: ri\·~· r flow~ in the 
<,o uth eas t clircc ti nn fM abou t 25 
ki lometers, after that the ri ' 'er make:-. :t 
complctc reversal in it... di rection. The 
rh-cr comes back to a point jusr rwo 
kilometers a\\'H)' from it'> t:arlier 
position near Asnre. I hcrc is a drop of 
about 1'50 meter'> in Karnali rh cr bed 
cle' arions ben\ ecn thc'>c two po~itions 
merely two kjlometers .tway from one 
another. The narro\\ mountain 
separating the two courses of t he Karnali 
rJow ing in opposite d ircccion can he 

Ry DR. AB THAPA 

made to serve <\), a high dam. 
Then: arc good sites to build a high 

dam al the \'CI"}' begi nning of the loop. 
The dam built on <,uch site will be an 
addition 011 top of the above described 
natural cl am. Lilt i ma tel y we have a 
unique type of giant clam that wil l 
haw all the merit ... or .I normal type high 
dam enabling ro generate energ) at 
exccptton.lll) In\\ co~l 1m an enormous 
scale. 
Excerpts from Pre feasibility Report 

Tht· \\'nrld Bank ..,uppnned pre 
feasi bi li ty Mudy has clearly explained 
th at t he 4 180 tvi W Lippe r l<: urnnli 
Storage l~rnjt'l'l .tnd the 300 MvV Upper 
Ka rnali Dh•c1·sion Prnjcct are mutuall y 
cxdu.., ivc. The rdl'\'.tnt excerpt from the 
v\'\)dcl 11.tnk sL1pported -. tucly report i.., 
pn:sentcd hdm' 

F\'Cn \\ hcn .tssummg that the "RIA 
run of ri,·er pwJell (it indit<ttcd thc 
snull ~(1l) ~1\\' Upper "qrnali PrnJeel) 
is .t sunk cost ll will ht• scent hat a ..,ingk 
large pn\\ll' pl.1nt (4180 1\1\\') 
ass11c..i.ttl'd \\'It h t ht· m.qnr slClr<tge projt'l't 
i ~-> kss costly than t hc cnmbincd Clht of 
t he.: sm.tlh.:r pl:~n t .11 the same loc:ati11n 
(V'512 t'vl W) and a ">l'l ond pnwcr plant 
at thl' l1l1ll 11l the ..,lnragc d.1m{3·l81\. lvV) 
di'>t.h.trging dircu ly into the KRit\ run 
nf rh·er (11'\ljl'll hc.1d pond Rased on thts 
,hse..,smt·m tl .tppur-. rhat that tht• l.lll·r 
de,·dnpmcnl 11f 1 hl lll.lJnr hydnl <.IM.tgc 
prnJcd .ll Sill 1-.RI (4180\1\\' l ppcr 
K.trn.tli Stnr.ll!,t PnlJt'll) \\'nuld Cathe the 
!,R IA run 11l 1'1\lr project w he 
dkl·ti,·dy dil'>l'nntinucd: 1 here may he 
lin1itcd 11ppnnun it y fnr seconda ry 
enc.:rgy gt:n~:rat i t1n during the periods ol 
s ri llagc" 
Postel'ity wi ll not I orgive 

It i'> quite slr.tnge that thc I1Kal 
reopk d\\elling in far flung c:orner-. 
.1nd n en dcprh ed nf good ha'>Il 
cduc.ttinn .trt• scc:n to be <l\\ arc of thl 
tm porranet 11l our ".uer rc~ources .md 
are shm\ ing 1 hl'ir concern about thc: 
losses tn the naunn in ca>oc the Upper 
Karn.tli di\'Cr.., ion projl'Ct is 
im plcmcntc:tl . lhey <trc nm' prOLesting 
agninsL t he !.?,11\'crnmem's dec isi 11n , 
w he n:a:-. various parliam enta ry 
co mmit tees, I NGOs, d iffe rent 
institut ion-, .md indiv iduals claiming 
to play importam role in "lepal's water 
resource-. sector, .mel also media arc 
not at aU been seen troubled. Posterit} 
"ill n.:,-cr foq~ive us i( our poliq 
making institutions failed to intervene 
in rime to .,a,c the 4180 J\1\\1 Upper 
KarnaU Storage Project which is indeed 
the .J[W[L IN TlTE CROWN among 
the world 's most auracrive mega 
hydropower projects. • 
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DELHI DIARY 

Get It Straight 
B} ABLJ IT SII ARMA 

lhe L P \ gm-ernment h,1., been caught on the \\Tong foot 
on m.my jc,-,ue, an reant Lime" 1-rom corruption to rising 
pnce'> .mtl from '-lluahhlml!, .unonl!, the alliance partners to a 
series ol lor~.agn p1)liq gnof up'>. ,-\,., dcuion'> cnYclopcd .1 
numhcr nl '>t~tt~o:s .tnd ito., \H1c.:'> only tnc. r~o:.t'>etl in the dcspcrat ion 
of \\Te.'.ting had< t:ruli.tl ..,t.ttes L"[1l'Ct.tlly 111 the llindi belt. 
:\ddtng to the \\Ocs \\".ts the issue of .1 different kind of 
minoritic.., - tht· l!,ays. 

\\'hen It lni11L's 111 g.ty right..,, the Government of lnclia 
can't ;,c~.:m tu g~o:t it 'Mr~ught'1 

!"luring a hl'.tring nn mnn: th.tn a dn::t:n pl·tit ions f'ilctl 
agni nst lcg.tl i::al inn nl .'>,1111C 1->CX rdat inn~h i r in the Su pr~.:me 

Cnurt lao.,t \\'cek. ,t govcrnmL·nt la W)'Cr dcsc. rihed hmllO'>txual it y 
ao., ' immnrnl' .wd ill1 'un natural offens~.:'; only lO he count~o:n:d 
hy hb n\\ 11 ).?,tlWI'Illllllll l.un, \\ h k h saitl it did nnt !>h,tre the 
v i ~o:\\. I he gnnl u11 happenrtl \\ hln the l.twyn, ""it lltrned nut, 
\\',ts pt'C,l'lll i ng 1 he ).!;1W1.:1'11111Cill'" pre 2\1(19 stance on the i-.sUl'. 
\hn thl' n, lht lltgh (nun· ... d~.:c.·i ... inn in 2()()9 to !V·II1t rights 

1111 hL· ht111111..,c..;u.tl'>, thl govl'rnm~.:nt had ..,,,fLeneJ it'> vic\\ .mel 
had n11t liled .111 .tppl'.d 111 thL Suprl·m~ (t1tlrt to t:h.tlkn)J.e the 
deci..,inn lnc.".t..,e nl .u1 app~..tl hy .t thtrd part\'. it wa ... deuckd 
th.u till· )!;O\LTillllL'Ill would not t.tke "tell·.., .mJ.t,.,,bt 1 h~ court 
in wttl i ng till m.llltT. 

It j.., qtutt t k.tr 1 h.11 tlw )1.11\'l.'rnment j.., trymg ro ph1} ,,til.:; 
llllli'L "'' 1111\\. with o.,t.llL' l'll·ttions gmng on. \\ har.., h.trd rn 
hdit'\'1.: j-., th.ll ll h,t., .tllu.tjly tnned dO\\ n its\ iL'\\ .md 11tl\\ 
nmsidt•r,., h11n111..,L'\U.tlity pl'rlectly lcg~tl. In otl1~-:r wnrds, thl 
,.,..,Ill ha.., Jta...L hn·n hru..,hnl under the tarpet lor rl11. present. 

l lnnHht'\ll,dt!y largdy l'l'llHlln.., .1 taht10 in rhc Indian 
society. Relig111t1" gn1111,.., h.tn hem .,llTn ly against it and the 
I en I ( I e ... hian c;ay Bi,.,l'\tt.tl Tr.tns ... e:xual) C\1111111Uni ty is 
wide ly tl isn tmina tl·d aga in ..,t, snme even t:ill ling 
honh Jst"x ual it y :1 'd lst', \st•'. Quilt.: umlcr.-.,randahly. mn~>r ol rhetn 
prder IH1 t tn puhl idy :tt:knowk dgl' t llci t· sexual orient,1titm. 
'I hi.., brings us tltl\\' 11 l\1 :tlhlt hcr qttt:st ion; l'an the sentimen ts 
1 1f majnri L y cnnstt me t ht: riglw, nl m i nnrit y? IJdin it ely not. 
lnste.td, il i.., the d ul)' nf thl' gnwrnmenr LO provide solace to 
the dis1.riminated minllrity In addition, when the right to 
lrccJom and ri).!.h t to lik 11l thL· homosexuals' arc open ly 
nnured, rhc government should he Prtl\'itling their firm support 
.tnt! not rr:mai n ·ncutr,tl' 

,\nnther qut•.,tion that '>tem.., out while talking about the 
go\ernm~o:nt's mk is th:ll tf n has the right ro lqJ,i-.late the 
pcr-,onalc.hoice nl1t... Lit i::ens. \\'hat about the right ro prh·aq•? 
The problem here 1, the hi\\. Section r11 of the Indian Penal 
Code (IP( ). \\hllh pmhihit'> o.,ame -.ex relationship has Cl)me 
untler hl".ll time .md .tgnin. G.ty rights acti\i,ts have called for 
its modtlk•1tion gawn thL f.tu th.ll the !PC was made almost 
lSO years bad:. and the Ia\\ n~.:ed.., to he changed according ro 
the rhanging rimes. I h~tt \\a-. ultimately renected in the Delhi 
High Court's tlrckr. Say.s Justice (retd.) ~lukul i\1uclgal, "The 
issue wa<. ddinitcly \\ ithinthe pur\'icw of thclawuncler Section 
377 of the lntl i,m Penal Code {I PC)". He atlds, ul3ut if the High 
Court's orders arc to he I ollnwecl, the Ia\\' shnu ld not be applied 

to 'c.on~cming .tdults' 
anymon.:" rn put It Ill 
another \\".1}'. ,·olunt.lr) 
'>arne sex rd.nion..,hip. 
dt1 not Ltll undl'r t h\: 
juri.,J tU 1nnol l.t w got ng .__...,. 
h) thL 2009 dl'l' tsiiHl 
B Lit t h L' gm l' rn 111 e Ill i ... -~!E~~~:.~mt1 
f.tr lmm en.1L t ing it 

t\lt hough the 
).1,11\t:l'llllll.'ll t is l'U ITL ntl)' 
act ing m·ut r.tl , its 
hl·hav ior b nnt Indian Supreme Court 

en ip;matit'. lt i;, high l)' likdy that it wou ld wake up to the i!>~ue 
and argul' lor it.. niminali::atinn nn gmuntl ... 11f morality .tnd 
n:liginn Ollll' .1gain. In that ca~e. t(ltc-.til)ll wou ld .tri..,t' if thl· 
go,·t·rnm~.:m l.lll hl' granted the ri):!.ht tn define \\ h<tt'.., nmr.tl 
anti \\ h.n is 11111 I he gmunmclll is supposed ro au ~"' .t l.t\\ 
L'nlnru ng .tgllll y .tml not .t nwr.tl pnltlc. ·\I so, calli n~ I or ,t 
han on g.ty rt)!,hh 1111 rl'lt).!.inus ground-., \\maid nor he \\ tse 
Anuent t~o:mplc.., IIkL· that ol \'i'>\,tn,nh.t in hhajur.1hn '>hn\\ 
c k.tr t r.lll'" of ht11llo..,cxu.tlit y I 111\\ \\'t1ttld t ht: )!,11\'ernmt·nt rL\ll:t 
tlwnl 

If thl lndt.ll1 ..,t.ll\: rull~ c.ompnse.., of .111 all inclu..,i\'L' 
'>Ill il't y 1 hln 1 he \\a} .tlu.1d p, dt'.tr· proper!) impkmcnt the 
hi!);h Lnun s nrtil r.., trrl's[1Llltn of prote'>h ag.tinst it. ·r he 
~m·ernmcnt llt'L'd" 111 t:l1tnt: nut nl it., clt1..,ct 11\l\\ . • 
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ARTICLE 

Electricity Bills Lost In Load Shedding 
By JEEV A RAJ BUDHA THOKI 

It is an irony for Nepal, which is said 
tn have the potentiality to generate 
83,000 M W of hydroelectricity, t hat its 
citizens tlo without pm.ver for as many as 
14 hours a clay. lacking requ ired 
investment and prope r poli cic:,, the 
country now produces only about 800 
M\V of electricity. Without foreign 
uwc-.tmcnt, we don't seem like ''"e c.tn 
get rid nf ~uc.h a perennial prohlcm. 

In this context, two thing'> arc 
important for cli~cussion here. The rirst 
is ahout the provisions in the l:: lect ricity 
Bi ll , 2009 and Flectridty Regulat ion 
Cnmmission l!ill, 2009. They hnd been 
brought to t he l)arliament on 27 Man;h, 
200(). ·r he .'>econd one is the de lay in 
p.Ls..,ing thc<.,c hills. 

Linder the prm i sion~ of the 
Llcctndty Bill, 2009, liccn~c holding '" 
the m.un tso.,ue and it is compubory lor 

only half the income tax wi ll be imposed. 
Nepal governm ent can provide 

s ubsidies for elect ricity production in 
Rural Areas for up to IOOOKW Projects. 
The government wi ll also provide 12% of 
the roya lty for the relat ed district 
dcvelopmem committee and 38% for the 
other district dc,·dopmcnt committees 
of that Region from where the 
government gets the royalty. I his bill has 
also guaranteed not to nationali::c 
property possessed by l he i nvcstors. The 
gove rnment will help to displace 
anybody from his land or property, if that 
i~> ncec.led in tbc course of establishing 
projec ts. BLIL s uc h pnsnn1> s hould 
reasonably he co mpensat ed . Ncra l 
gove rnment has st:t:u rcd the righ t on 
itself lor produc ing .tnd de,•clnr ing 
elcuricity and maktng contract with 
other license holder'> for this purpo<.,.:. 

extent, the transitional period and 
unstable gove rnments are also 
responsible for this. Four ministers have 
been changed s ince t he bill s were 
introduced in the parliament. 

The main problem seems to ha ,·c 
been debates on several issues, for 
example, 142 amendments, most of them 
related to institutional or procedural 
provisions. Thl· core policy based debates 
comprise th.:se questions. \Nhat b the 
electricity production for service or 
commerC'iali::ntion? What should be the 
po licy, funetion ,s and roles o f th e 
gover nment ahnut i.nvo.lvcmcnt in 
product ion and deve lopment of 
elt:ctric ity anti hyd ropower? To what 
ext ent, should thc riglm, or hydropower 
resource., he vested in the local 
commumties? In what extent. should the 
private o.,cunr .tnd local Jc,·d 

lnmmunnie-. he involved in the purpnsl· nf production, 
supply, d J.,trihution and 
cnmml·rci.t l i::ation of 
e le,tricit y and -,urvey o r 
rh ysica l st udies nf suc h 
purposes. I ·or t his pur post:, 
.t pa~>n n can a p pI y for the •liitilillililll-.!.,.llilillillllliilllillll-.!liilillliillllliM 

l~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ~his ~l·Uor? Is P<trliament's 
cnn!>.:n t needed o r nnt in 
l'S t,th l ish i ng 11 ydro powc r 

Mil!iiiWMI Projec ts ncar Nat ionnl 
llnrdcrs with a view to other 
Sl'nsit i vit k-s? I'hesc issues an.: 
m.dnly clllo.,ing the delay in lilt:nsc l)f a project of lc..,s 

th.1n f()l)J.. \V ami onl}' an orp,.tni::t:d 
wmp.my ts pcnnitted to clcYelnp hiAAt:r 
prnJI:Cl'-. llnwc,cr, n0 liceno.,c ,., ncl'lkd 
for ~c..,~ t h,m 31\.1\ \' project'>. \ppnw,1l 
from d.:o.,t~n.ncc.l ,\Uthority wtll he 
~ullit.:ient lor the '>mall scheme<. 

P~:rinds nf license \'a lidn y arc 
maxim lim '5 years for survey, 3'5 yean, lnr 
prnd ttl' l i\111 and maximum 25 years for 
s upp ly, d is tribution and 
t:om mercia I i::ation. Exce pt [or l h<: 
produc ti0n license, all mhc rs arc 
rcm:wahk . Resides this, pnwisions al.,o 
reLlle to ... clling. handing O\'er and 
di.,tni<,sing hc.:nses. lh..is Bill has opened 
the w.tp. to invest in hydropower lnr 
nauonal or foreign, public or private, 
!:.mgle or joint venture companies. I hc 
inYcstors will be cxcmptcu from VA I on 
impor1 and cx rort of the equipmcnts 
used fo r th e hyc.lro powc r projects 
throughout the const ruction period. The 
foreign advisers and workers v.'il l get the 
fac ilitics fo r customs duty, free vba, 
foreign currency exchange besides other 
things pro' idee! by the statute. l he 
conditions of exempting tax and other 
facilities will be constant during the 
validation of license. If electricity is 
producctl for commercial purpose within 
13 April, 2019, income tax for seven years 
will be waived and for another 3 years, 

I kctric energy htt'> hel'n rq~.trdl'd .ts the 
prioriti::ed industr)' .1nd f.Kiltues hn\'e 
been pro,·idcd <lCcordingl} I here i<. <\lso 
,, pr0' ision of nne\\ indnw f.tctltt}' pnwider 
cnmmiuee \\'hkh \\Ill prm idl· .tl l 
laci lit ies from nne \\ indo\\ for the 
c..,tahl i<. hment of prnj.:cts cnnrdinat ing 
1 hl· whole different in..,Lilu t inn>- :t nd 
nrg,tnizations of the government. 

Si milarly, the r lcctril'i1 y Regulation 
Comm ission Ril l, 2009 hai-. hccn brought 
.., i mulcaneous ly tn com plcmcnc t he 
electric ity bill <LI1ll LO e<.tabl ish a 
commission to regulan::c the electricity 
hi II. The main functions of the 
commission arc fixing fees, technical 
managements, pre;.crving 1 he in1crcsts 
of consumers, organi::atinnal capabiJj ty 
bui lding, recommendat ion and 
suggestion for policy making. 
mon ito ri ng and s upe rvis ion and 
~>Ctl l cmcnts of <.l.ispurcs. 

The second aspect ha~> Ln dn with the 
delay in passing these hills. i\mong the 
causes, the firs t one is technical, in 
which, section '~ise discussion of all bills 
ha\'e taken place only in the Jcgislati\'e 
comminee, \\'ith the lcgislati\'C function 
of t.he Parliament. So, there seems m he 
some workload that a lot of bills are 
pending in the committee. To some 

m<l king d.:l lsinno., 
I hm'l'\'Cr, thc-.e hi lls arc wry 

import.lllt fnr ccnnnmtc de,·clopm.:nt 
and )!,I'll\\ t h .md to rdic\'e pcopk f rnm 
th~: pmwr ln.lll ... h<:dding. The cl.:ttrictt)' 
hill introduced intn the House, in its 
original I nrm, s.:cm s I ilieral and ha,ccl 
on markct ccnnnmy. f'n some cxtcm, it 
looks fr iend ly towards attracting J'orcip,n 
invcsunent. Many prh•atc companies or 
NGOs arc lnoking lorward m its appnwal 
soo n. [ nea l commun ities arc also 
int.ere~tcd h,·l·nusc tht:y ha\'C <l role in 
taking d.:ct.,ion" .1nd running 
commumty b.tsed projects. 

In conclu-,ion, discussions in the 
committee ha\'c he.:n going on for a long 
time hut no decision has been reached 
ye t . T he Committee and its 
subcommittce have met for ll and8 Limes 
respect ively within 3 years since the bill r-; 
were submitted to the Parliament. Issucs 
coming to the parliamem are always 
debatable bLtt it b nccess<try to develop 
a mechanism for con~cnsus. The 
Parliamclll has the prerogative to amend 
bills but it had better taken decisions in 
reasonable times for the good of 
everyone. 

Budhatho ld is under-secretary at 
Constit uent Assembly Secretariat. 
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ARTICLE 

India Needs To Introspect On Nepal Policy- Analysis 

By DR D.N.S.DHAKAL AND DR. S.CHANDRASEKHARAN 

Nobody needs an explanation about 
thc intricate relationship between India 
and 'epal. The two countries are tied 
together by culture, rcligion, common 
heritage and geography. 

Nq1al was the only Hindu counrry 
until recently. Lord Rama from Aaudh>•a 
(India) married Sita from Janakpur 
(Nepal); Lord Ruddha \\'as born in 
I umbini (Nepal) but receivcd 
enlightenmen t in Gayu ( lndia); and 
Ncp;ll contriburcs as much as 40% of 
the llows in the Gangcs, whichissacrcd, 
and a lifeline to lndhn ci\'iJL::alion. 

Politicians, diplomats and even 
intellcctual.s seem m have lost track 

influence is nor matched by its initiative 
to reach out to its immediate neighbors. 
Having a strategic partnership with 
developed and developing countries 
elsewhere''"; llnot pay higb dividends in 
the long run if India continues to lose 
ground in irs neighborhood. The shifting 
world's economic and militat}' power 
base to Asia is catching attention of 
Nepal, which shares a long border 
bet ween the cmcrp,i ng economic and 
mi litary superpowers: China and Ind ia. 

Nepal needs i nvcsunent to dc\'dop 
its infrastructures. 1 he di<.tricrs in thc 
hills and mountain~ .tre not connected 
with roads. ~ 1 ill inns of '\epalesc tod.l}' 

in these regions arc enormous; economic 
dcvdopmenti> of these regions arc 
mutually beneficial given the proximity 
0 f [nella's major COnMtmptlon Centers to 

north Tnclia. 
Such a comprehensive clevdopmcnt 

plan strategy would yield visihlc results. 
Visible results arc necessary to man,tge 
trust deficits. A master plan \\ ith 
irwestmem outlay 11f plu., USD 20 billion 
would transform the western 1 cpa I into 
a vibrant economic region, not only wi ll 
transform the li k of millions of poor 
Nepalese in the remote areas, hut alsn 
give the north Indians acce!>'> to 
sustainable supply ol water, dectnctt}, 

ahnut t he vi<;ion of India .---------------------------,fruits. off season 

Nepa l relatin nship. I he India has an opportunity now to demonstrate its vqz;ctahlc:-, and tourism 

relationship between Ind ia stewardship for growth and development in Nepal. Nepal rcsnun:~:s. 

,tJ1d Nepa l is immllrtal; no needs comprehensive development plans: from Ind ia has the 

politician<; or rolicym.tkns agriculture to infrastructure, primary schools to primary resource'>, and it is in its 

have the capacity w shaner care hospitals, and from hydropower to industries. No other long term intere'>t to 

regions in Nepal need immediate attention than Far-West pur'>ue rhis idea. \ Vh,n 
cpal insists upon the and Mid-West regions. it necds to do i-, to 

It 

twcdwrcviscthclndn Ncpa l ~:..·------------------------.-lc:-,tahli !> h a mec hanism 

treaty ol 1950. On the contrary, Ind ia arc Llqwivcd of access to med ica l 
hdicvcs that the revision would hurt a facil ities hccau!lc they have to travel nn 
wmmon t epalcsc whn,untlcr the treaty. loot for days, if not for wccks,lO reach to 
cnjO}'S thc right to livc, scck cmplO}'lnent. ,1 ncan:!>t hospital. t\1 ill ions of '\cpa lese 
conduct husincssc1. or own properties in today red under unprccedcmed power 
India. Eco nomk be nefi ts to the cuts when its fa..,t rlowing rivers have 
Nepa l c~;c wo uld inc rease as lndi a pmcntial to generate nvcr 240 billion 
becomes richcr. kWh n( c lcctr ic iry. Some 20 plus 

What is needed now is to set aside districts in the htr West and :vt id 
any ticklish issues ,md focus on what is \Vest Nepal arc declared scvcn~ly food 
needed and dcli\'erablc. cpal needs deficit district!> when technology and 
lndianassistancctocomplctcthcpcace rc~>ourccs arc available in India to 
process, inputs lor rc writing t he produce food surp lus. The situation 
co nstitution , and rebu il d ing the insults the rn.odc rn achievements in 
economy devast:llcd by a decade long science and tcchnology in lncl ia, and 
civil war. exposes lack of visionary thinking in the 
India, Nepal Relations political class. 

India is no more a poor country. Tts India has an opportunity now to 

gross domestic product is inching to c.lemonstratc its stewardship for growth 
US[) 2 trillion; its loreign curre ncy ,mel development in NepaL Nepal needs 
reserve has passed USD 700 billion. India comprehensive development plans: from 
is the vvorld's IT power house, and one agricuJture to infrasLruccure, primary 
rhird of its plus billion people have per schools to primary care hospitals, and 
capita income of over USD 4 ,000. India from hydropower to industries. No other 
has access w financial resources now regions in Nepal need immediate 
whichitclidnothavcbcfore. attention than Far \NestandMid-Wcst 

The rise in economic and diplomatic regions. Water resource developments 

to manage the dcepcning rrul'i t deficit 
hCLwecn cpal and India, and take 
onboard '\Jcpalcse professionals and 
tntellcctualc; tn pLuming and 
implcmcnratH1n nf .such a masst\'c, 
c:nmprchcn:-,ivc development program. It 
req ujrcs th e hnck ing nf the polirica l 
c lai'is in India, a task force steered hy 
c.kvclopmcnt specialists and scc uriLy 
experts, and net working in Kathmandu 
to market the idea ,lerose; the political 
~:.pcctrum. ll warrants a process with 
~tratcgics and deadlines. 

The cmcrgi np; Asian political theatre 
requires creative thinking and recept ive 
of new ideal'i. We all wish that lndia take 
comprehensive development initiative in 
'\epa!, and keep awa>' Crom the populist 
Lrend of distrihuting library hooks, 
ambulances and scholarships. Ind ia 
needs to rev is it its Nepal po l icy; 
political, cultural and professional 
inputs are the need of the hour. 

Dr Dhakal is a senior fellow at Duke 
Center for lmernational Development. 
[)ukc University, USA 

hr cp:l /www.wrasiarcvicw.com 
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HEALTH 

cancer Hospital Bharatpur 

Cancer Worry 
The number of cancer patients is rapidly ;nereasing, hut many of 
them do not receive treatment. 

By UMA KANTA KII ANA I. in.Jhapa 

"\.Vhen my youngest son was horn, 
my menstruation cyde di..,cnnt inucd and 
I '>Ltrtcd ha\ ing diflttulries in the 
utt rus," Coma llupa, 55, .1 'ictim nf 
llll'I"LI'> cancer from Sanischare l,.Jhapa, 
o.; harcd her parhetit: comlition, sobbing. 

l lcr husband wn<> a public hca lrh 
emplnyc::t:. Evl' n then, the t rcarmc nr 
prnct·~~ \\'as notl'<t~>' for her. \ Vhen hl'r 
daughter took herw B. P "-nirala lnstirure 
nf llc<tlth Scicn<.:cs. Dhar.m, she \\'a!. told 
hy the doctors ahnut her uterus cancer. 
She had to spend nearly ~o.ix momhs in 
1 he 11. P. l(o irala Ca ncer Hos pi t al, 
Hh.lratpur, during d i lkrcm phases of her 
tre.mnent. 

Goma's husband al'>n h.td a hitter 
experience at the rime of his wik's 
treatment in the hospiral. "I[ l were not a 
staff of public heaJrh, it vvould have been 
much difficult forme to save my wife 

Dil Maya limhu of Sanischare 2, 
J lupa, also became a patient of breast 
cancer four years ago. She was taken to 
Kolkata (or treatment thanl<s to her son, 
vvho is a staff of Jncl ian Army. She said, "I 

ha\'C got gond treatmt•nt hecau!ie of m>' 
l.un il y." 

Doctors ha' e -..tid that .,he i'i mm all 
nght. 

As no authenti<.: I igure~> ahout cancer 
pat ients . t i'C avai lahk, man y 
SJ1cculations put the num ber at more 
than o., ixry tltmtsand people in :--.Jcpal. 
Aecorwng to doctors, more than sc,·ent y 
percent of the 'icttm., .tre depri\'cd of 
gcuing proper treatment of cancer. 

Doctors say more than twcnt>' 
t hnusand pcor le die ol the d isease 
yearly. 

More than rwo dn=en people arc living 
with cancer in Sanischarc Arjundhara 
'illage of a kilometer area. Some of the 
'ictims have died of it. 

In Nepal, Bhakta pur cancer hospital 
and H.P. Koira la Ca ncer hosp ital , 
Bharaq1ur, Chit wan arc the tvvo hospitals 
for the trcatmem of the disease. Bur the 
people residing in the rural and remore 
areas do not have access to rhese 
hospitals. 

"The occurrence of cance r in the 

human body has become dangerous 
problem now a days.~ the spokesperson 
of the Health Minist ry said , "The 
communicable diseases are in the phase 
of eradication and control but the non 
communicable diseases like cancer arc 
emerging as serious problems these 
days.n 

I he victims of ca nce r say th e 
hospitals do not provide enough services 
at the treatme nt of the disease. The 
vklims. some of whom have already gone 
through sc,·era I pha.,es of their treatment 
ha,·c bitterexpenem:e.., 

The cancer mn..,tly occurs in the 
human hoLly hectusc nf the habit ol 
co nsuming un,,vantctl things that harm 
the normal functions or the hody. The 
persons who h,t\'e the hahit of chc\\'ing 
tnhacco. who ,m: .tknholic. and \\'hn .tre 
Lh.tin smokers ha\'e muLh nsk of gctung 
Lancer, accord ing to the physicians. 

A consu ltant physician of vtc~:h i 

Zonal Hospital . llr. J>i tam her Thakur 
'>a id, "If any lump or muscle appears in 
any part of the hnd>· and the patient goes 
ln the ho ... pit.tl fnr tht· treatment. itun 
ht• t urcd by the '>impk su rgery. nut, il 
tht· case het:ornes matured , it \\mdd ht· 
\W}' problematic." 

t\ccnrc.l ing to t ht· phy<>ic iano.,, t ht: 
IL-malcs arc at a higher risk nf hrcast and 
ut tTus cancer. I he}' '>•l) when the wnmt·n 
l1a' t' sexually! tr.m..,mit ted diseases, the 
women have numemushahics, and they 
h.t\e prematun.: scxu.d relationship. have 
hi gh risk or breast and Ulei'LIS C<lnCCI'. 

Cancer is treated through 
chcmothcrnpy. rad iation thcrnpy and 
'>urgery. Air hough the di.,ease is treated 
through the diffcrtnt therapies, the 
treatment is much expensive for ortli nary 
people. Goma I hapa·., expenses in the 
t reatment reached more than thirty lakh 
rupees wh ich is nm possible for t he 
pen pic of rural or rem me areas. 

The goYernmcm·~ aid to the patients 
of cancer is nm l>ufricient, rhe patients 
say. They get fift:y thousand rupees after 
the submission ol al l documents co the 
health ministry. The health min istry 
recommends to the finance ministry for 
t he aid. The spoke<.pcrson of ll ealrh 
vlinistry said, "The treatmem of cancer 
is going on as per the capaciry of the 
state. Rut the state should extend its 
capacity for the victims of the disease."• 
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BOOK 

The Khasas of Nepal 
ldcnril)' b a fluid concept There arc no 

clear cut dcfimtinns or hound.1ric~. Every 
person belong-; to a minority in hb own 
way. Bm politic'> of idcmity h,t,·e found its 
roms in the country and flourished. 

Thi~ hooklet Ncpallw Klw\jcttJ lTht: K!ws 
People of Nepali authmed hy Dr. I! i pin Ad hikari 
provides a brief hut illuminating insight into 
the long history ol the Khas pcoplr namdy 
the Chhctri, rlahun, Kami , Thakuri , Sarl<i, 
Sanyasi, Bacli , Da mai, Ghart i Caine and 
others, and 1 heir idcnli ty. 

Jhc au thor is nm a histMian by 
1')rok ssinn. Yet, t his honldct provide:. a 
-,t raiglu rorw:~rd accoum ol irs subject martel' 
ha:-.ed on almost all .wnilahk h i~>Lmica l 

sources. I he signHic.tncc or this Wlll'k, 
howcver, lil:s in Its atu:mpt-; .n debunking 
several myth~ and inaccuratl' perception~ 
,1hout thJscthnk p,roupconsickrcd to be rhe 
dominant nne m the mulu tultural country 
of cp.tl lt h.1s tome w puhlil.:aunn at .l very 
reb .mttunc. con-.1dermg the wrrcnt sodo 
pollUc.ll i'.ltu.ttion of the nation, where 
1dcnt11 y poliur., 1s .dmnst p.ll".lly::mg the 
country. lh1-. h1){lk cites m.m)' n.tti\m<tl and 
intcrnation.ll reference matenals including 
seminal work!'. on Nepal's hi~tl)l')' writ ten hy 
noted ~chnl<~rs in the same pursuit. The net 
argumcnr nl tht· .1urhnr is 1 h.nthc l\ha1> peorle 
ttrc <1S much i n<.Hgcnous lll thi1. country al> the 
Ki rant pCl1plc, and there is I iulc cvidmcc w 
~how who I he fi I'SI sc11lcrs out 11lt hcsc two 
cnmmunirit:s art•. 

The fi rs1 major contention of the authnr, 
who is a renowned constitutional expert of 
Nepal. is that the J< has people have li vecl in 
rhe 1 limalayan lomhills lor several millennia 
in an arcastrct<:hingfrmn K.tshmirto Bhutan. 
The aut hor has cited several sources in 
claiming rhat the Kha~ people were the early 
Cauca~ians who migrated into the Himalaya!> 
from 1-:urasia, at least mer three thousand 
fi\·e hundrL'ti years ago. In doing so the author 
in rends ro debunk rhc popular perception that 
the I\ has people had came nvcr to the areas 
currently 111 '\!cpal to csc.1pc the t-.luslim 
invasion of lndi.1 in the 10" to 12'h century. 
l lc assert~ rhar rhcrc 1s no tangible record or 
evidence supporting this theory. 

Dr Adh ibri has analysed p lenty of 
references to prove his contention. Based on 
rhcscrcfcrenccs, he depicts the Khas and the 
Kiranris as two earliest tribes to settle in the 
Himalayan foothills. The epic Mahabharat is 
cited to show that the Khas and the l<irantis 

By SHIRSHAK GHIMIRE 

had participated in th.n war, fighring 
alongside the Kaura\·as. Several andcnt 
scriptures discussed b)' the author also seem 
to suggest Khas people ,\s historic.llly non 
Hindus and thus "impure" people in the eyes 
of cbm1t Hindus in the plains of the South 
Asia. 

The second major contention Clft he am hnr 
is that there is a strong dis ti net ion b\:t ween 
the Kim: people anti the Ved ic Aryan people. 
He puts forth a bold dai mthat the arrival ol 
the i<has people preceded the Aryan invasion 
of lndia. It is thus as~ened that the Khas 
people arrived along the I lindu Kush and 
Himalayan range :1s a non1.1clic n1cc and scukd 
in the footh ill~. This i!'. in cnnt rast LO the A1y.ms 
who seu..lcd in the lcrti le plains nl' Punj.th .tnd 
f unhcr south, along the I ndn Gangetic plains. 
The author cites several cultural diffl:n:rKcs 
between the \'edic Aryans and the Kha~ . 

showing that the carl)' culture of the Khas 
people was more com pat i hie tn t h.ll of the 
local tribal cultures. It is .tma::mg to nntc the 
<tn<tlytical, socialanthropologtcal-.kllls of the 
author in rhis regard. 

An important question thar .1ri~c;, 1., 
how and why did the Kh.1s people adopt the 
cultural pracr i tc~> .md societal Mructurc~-o ol 
rhc l lindus?Thc aurhor '~rite'> th.ttthe 1\ha-, 
people were in l:nnract wirh both 1 hl· Budd hiM 
and Hindu faiths. So the Khas people M.med 
orr with coati ng their own practit.:cs with 
I lindu faith but rhc ll indu inJluenct·continucd 
to i ncrc::~se. The :-tuthorcircs 0111 nld practice nl 
the Khas people of keeping a "Masl a' (similar 
to a clan dciL y or "kuldcma") devoid nl any 
form or idol. Such culrural practiCe!> were 
assimilated into the broader I lindu culrurc 
clnce t he rulers starLed fol lowing Hindu 
rradhions and claim ing lineage from the 
influential old Ksharriya clans in the plain~. 
It was basically done to gcr the rceognirion ol 
rhe several powcrf ul kingdoms tn the pla1 n~. 

The aurhor maps the journC)' of the I\ has 
people from a nomadic rribl' to rhc Sanskritistxl 
dominant group of '\epal (although he docs 
not use the word San~kriti::atinn anywhere in 
the text. As it is known rhe Khas people have 
had a majorcont:ribut:ion in the formation of 
Nepal. The turning point in 1\has crhn ic1ry 
as pointed by rnis booklet arrived due to the 
level of prestige atrachcd ro hal' ing Vedic/ 
Aryan heritage which caused the Sanskrirt::ccl 
rulers tO abandon their true Khns crh 11 icily. 
This according ro lhe book seems LO have 
trickled down to the public who sought new 

REVIEW 

Bipin 
Adhikari, 
1\c.puR;l 
Kh.1s]at1 
(Biratnagar: 
, C\\ Nepal 
Rcsean:h 
Centre, 
2068/2011) 
(m :'-:epail) 

role.~ in accordance with rhe Varna system. 
l he enactment o( the Muluki Ain by Prime 
lvlinisLcr.J ung 13ahadur Ran a in l854 helped 
the social n:organizarion under Hi.nclu norm!;. 
The author has r ointcd out that in spite of 
the Sanl'!kritiz:ation, the hi ll dwell ing l<ha~> 
people with the mrc exception or the Shah 
and Ran a rulers. have avoided inter marriage 
wiL h t hd r I I i ndu countetvru'tS from the plains. 

The honk has attcmprccl to garhcr a fresh 
nutlnnl< nn the ethnic relations in Nepal. It i!> 
wnucn that the ~<.has people were in contact 
with many of the other ethnic groups cxi~ling 
m epal but mamtamed a close associ.ttion 
wn h L he t-.lag.trs .mel borh the ethnic group~ 
h.we many common characteristics. Similarly 
the u-.agc of l\h.1s language (nm\ known as 
Ncp.lit) i.., claimed to have hccn the common 
imer ethnic mode of communication uscdc,cn 
hy the VI alia Klngs of Katllm::t.ndu \':tlley. 

Over.1llthis bunk Lakes the f<lCUS aW<I}' 

lrom the history of rhe Kathmandu valley 
whk h dnm i n ~1 tcs mllst of t he academ ic 
exercises regard ing ~he history of Nepal. 
I lopd ully t his work wil l facilitate new 
discuss inns with rcgRrd to the cLhno culLUral 
hi sLOry or Nr pal rhar wilJ hel p dispel 
mi~conceptions nntl have a positive impact 
upon the current soclo political u·cnds. 

Despi t t: its :.harp analysis and 
presentation, the booklet is sti ll a difficu lt 
reading for people wno have limited 
understand ing of Nepal's history. Its 
references at times look like short hand 
cxprc~sion lor people already famibar of 
Nep;tl\ arch1ves and records. The author can 
con-.ider further elaborating his work gi,·ing 
Itt he shape of a full fledged book. 

1\:cvcrthcless, iris srill an important piece 
of work. It can make any ethno -acthist 
community which claim~> indigenous <;tatus to 

it at the cost of Khasas shy of irs claim. 
Although t he author docs not make rhe 
comparison,the Khasas may have much claim 
for such a status than any other group in Nepal 
who arrived to settle in this land a couple of 
m iII cnnj u ms later than the Khas peop le. • 
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TRENDS 

Got Something To Say? 
BY i\DlTI ARYAf .......______:_..:..;;;..; 

I st ricrly follow this c.:olu mnist every week More than hei ng 
a vibrant and an inspiring writer, she is bold enough co speak 
her heart nut and let the world hear it. W ith that, she can 
con\'incc what she says dfonlcssly. Rut, sadly, not this Lime. 
l lacl -.he not cnmradicted what '>he hcr'>df said the last time. it 
could haw <ksen-ecl some pondering 

Thi'> i-. one instance which make., ll'> kilo'' reader<; judge how 
the writer-. ll1 people .-.;ay things rather than what they say. To throw 

o;orm· Light on \\'hat actually happened thi'> Lime. ,t.., a sequd to her 
l,t..,l ''riling. "he merely c:ontratliw.xl ha pn:vious one, pro,·iding an 
insight into 'so much' of her Lhnuglll ahnut it .tncl thus came up 
with alternative theories about the <;ame. 

In t:a:-.c ol a writer as succ.:esslul as she, she was lucky LO 

haw snmc mnrc to write upon. 'vlnrc imp<1rtant ly. she was the 
luc.:kk..,t hccau ... e she could write! I imagine ;t situation \ovherc 
'>l)llll'hnd)• had given the sallll' !-.pc.:cch and during the 
immeth.tte -.c .. sion. apologi::ed ,mcl gave up .tlternauw theorin . 
.... 1ymg hl JU'>l decided to gi\T it mnrl' thought 

I \l'r -.mce early days, \\'C.: haw lx-en remmdcd to ,,·atch our 

'' nrd-.. I C<l\'ing .tpart racist nr -..c·x t'>t cnmmcm "·the s<.:honl d<t)'·" 
\\ ~re '' ill·rc· \\'t' emtltl not spC<Ik nut ol turn and c·mphasi::e the 
.,anw. ·r n gi\'c it snmc thought, we .t l ~n h, t\'t: been cardul what 
1 n -.ay. because most ell' u~ h.tvc k. tred ;.peaking nut the wrong 
answer hdk\'ing it 10 cause ~mharra:-.smc·m and m.tkc a sul:ject nr 
mnckl·ry. 

I 1ke mn-.t people call it cnurte>.y, we hnld nn l\) our words 
.md do not directly tell people what \\'C \\ .ml ln.:\-. dders put 
It, lll1l nl 1 h1. lour dungs that do not wmc had< luppens tn h1. 
the -.pnken \\'nrd. \\' hat is nm:e .... ud ,., s.tid .md c.mnot hl· 

und1111e I h.tl pn1hahly e:>:pl.un., '' hy our early .-,pcec.:hes \\Wl.' 
nHHlltnred -.1 ringcntly. 

\ Vc arc not lii1<1Warc of how big .,hm-.. haw heen held c.hm n 
lor .... aying things thc.:y were nnt -,uppn~-ol·d ln. Snmc.:,lii<c wnrcJ ;, 
hy 1 h~ lmmcr US president haw hL'l'll cnmpilc.:d inco bonks. 
( oi\en any opportun ity, he wou ld 11\)[ he .thlc tl1 call orr his 
rc.:put.llinn I U!-.L a Gnop,lc scarc.:h and dn::en-. <1f 111 he-r cdchrirics 
falll)ll 1 he ... amc track. De~pirc nukmg intenuticmal fnols \)UI 

of 1 hcm-..eh c., they ha\'e pcr.,nn.tli..:cd hm\ impnrt.mt it is l\1 

knm\ \\ h.u you ,tn.: speaking,. \\ htlc nuny do '' .trd iL off a ... 
'puhltl.lt) ..,lllnL'>' in rocby's time, \\'L c•tn -.ull Jttdgc their way-. 
11f puhlici::111g themsehTs. 

Talking ,\bout people in the real W11rld. \\t: cannot take 
back wh.tt 1111c.:c is said. Apologi:-ing docs help, but clc£initely 
takes 1 ime. Time may healt he harsh wounds, but the scars arc 
thl-rc w stay. l his i:, where al l our <.: hildhnnd ~nc i a l i::atinn fits 
in. '\Jllt only should we maintain our habit nl not spealdng out 
of turn, but he careful enough w value our '' ord<; anu nor in 
.my'' ay give out the wrong an>.\\'Cr. 1 he !-.trict ... ur,·eiiJancc docs 
nor mean \\'e do nor at all speak'' hat \\'e ha,·e to hur it dcfinitcl) 
mc.m-. to \\cig,h our words. Gi,ing iL a more dC\w approach. we 
could pl.ly with words, ghing it a sweeter touch. 

And with it, come Plato and his famous line, '\Vise men 
speak because they have somcrhing ro say, fools because they 

have tel say something.' • 

Sathi Ma Timroo 
Kajallilms prc-,ents "Sarhi ~Ia Tim roo" a . ., thetr 
5th \l.'ntun: mo,ie with "Bhu\\an 1--.(" 111 the 
lead role, intr,1clut:ing h.is son Anmol [,.(' rnr rhc 
lir:.Ltimc on ~creen 
Rl'lcal-il' D.lte: 02-Mar-2012, Lt:n).!,Lh: 2 
hours Gcn ref>: Pamily 
Oirc:cwr: Shi\'a Rcgml Cast: Bhuwan 1-...(, Rcldi.I 
1 h.1pa, Rll'haChunirc.Shirshak S.1pkora. \nmPII,.C" 

London Paris New York 
London Pat·is '\;ew YMk is a film that . ._ _ _... . 
captures the angst of the twcnttc>.,the most L 

dramatic period of one's life when you h,t,·e ,.."'1.11:< 
to l tnd a career, you have )'l'lll' rirst 
s ignil i<.:ant relationship and most 

impnrrantly fnrm your identity inthi~o. wnrltl. 
Rc.:kasc Date: 02•Mar-2012, I cngtlr l hour 
40 minulcs Gl·nrl's: C"Clmt:d)•. Rom.u1cc 

Dlrl'l!Or; \nu \knl'n C"t:Ali Zall.tr ltl1ll RJ<' ll)dJtl &;»,'........,....,,.. 

Paan Singh Tomar 
P.t.tn Singh was a -;mall to\\ n l.td '' hn '' cnt 
nn to win t h~: -.cccplechase ,ll the I ndi.m 
'\.tt innal G;tmc~ for scn.:n L\m..,c\.Ull\ c yl'ars. 

IlL brnke the national rec.:nrd .• t il'at t hal 
w.t~-o un..,urpussccl for 10 year:-.! 

Rck·.tsc Dllll': 02 Mar 2012, l c•ngth: 2 lwur~ 
12 minuu:s Ccnres- C1 imc Dil'\'l'tor: 
l •gnun..,hu Dhuha Cast : lrrl.tn I-- han \ '1pin 
Sh.mn.t,lmr.m ll .t..,hmi, N,t\1 .t_uddin Siddtqtll, \IJhil· (~ill 

The Artist 
Outstde ,tmm 1e premiere. <.:nrhust.tsttc f,m 
l'CJ1P)' \ltlkr ltter.tl l) bump-. inw the 
S\\<hhhudd tng hero Of th e ,<, tl ~·nt fd111 , 
(;l'mge Valentin. 

Release J)aLc: 02- M ar -2012. l L'l1f).th · I 
hour 40 minutes Genres: Comedy. Dranu, 
Rl1mancc Director: t\ 1 ichcl lla::ana \'tcius 

Cast: Je.m Dujanlin, Bercml.t' Bqn . .Jnhn 
CI'Kxlm,tn 

Kahaa.ni 
\ id) .t lttgt hi arriYC~> in !...nl k.H,t from ~~~~~~~~ 
l.ondnn to find her missing husband. Sewn 
month pregnant and alone in a fc:-.tivc c.:ity, :O.Ma:•t.•ljtt"•• 
she hegins a rdcnrless sc::t r<.:h ror ber 
hu~>ba nc.l. vVith norbing rn rely nn except 
fragment frL)J11 her memories about him, .111 
c luc-; seem t o reach a dc;td l'nd w hen 

C\'t:r)'l111l' tries to conYincc \ id) a rh.tr her .lillillllifllliriil 
husband does not exist. She slow!) realt::c-. 

rhar nothing is what it seems. In a Clt) soaked in lies, \ 'idya b 

determined to unrmd the trlllh about her husband · for herself 
and her unhom child even at the co~t her own ti fe. 
Rdea-,c D,ttc: 09-Mar-2012. Length: I hour 30 minutes 
Genres. nr,lma, Thriller 

Courtesy: www.qfxclnemas.com/ComingSoon.aspx 

NEW SPOTLIGHT NEWSMAGAZINE I Mar. 02, 2012124 



SII REE SllANTI VARSI IA ANGREJl MADLlYAMIK VIDYALAYA 

Where Quality Counts 
Shantilxm;/w English Hoarding School has proved that a school c:w impart 
quality ccluc:acion even if h is f:1r aw:1y from the c:~piud 
__ By A CORRESSPON DI NT 

Shrce Shantiharsha I-nglish 
Boarding ll igh School has proved Lhat it 
docs not h.tvc to be a ~t.:hoo l in the capital 
to produce good student~ .md impart 
l(Uc:tlit:y edUc.\ll ion. ln its l \Will}' nvc.: years' 
long hist nry, Shr<.:<.: Shnnt iharsha English 
Boarc.li ng Sc:hnol has prndutTd more than 
hundredc; ol students, who btcr went Ln 
serve in the medicine, t•ngmecring and 
nrhcr sc.•ctnrs. 

"M Orl' than 1 wo dozens olou r students 
a rc now medi ca l doc:tors. Simil ar 
numbers ol ~wdcnrs arc engi nccrs. There 

NATURE 

an: many oLhers of the school who arc 
nnw working in oLhcr secto rs. 
I stablishcd J5 years .1go hy an 
cducational enthusiastic in D<IITI<Ittli, 100 
kilometers \\l''-;[ or capital r..:.nhmanc.lu, 
the sc hoo l has c hanged the e nti re 
ed ucation table nf ranahu ," said 
Damhcrdev 1--.unl. 

Although the school f.lccd the 
darkest penotl c.luring th e \11aoist 
insurgency, iL has hccn able to regain 
its rasr glory. 

"Our schoo l has achieved much 

Death Of Dolphin 
The DisLricL Development Committee's decision to allow the rivers for fishing 
has put cndungered Dolphins under rlm:;ll 

By UM II) BAGCHUND in Dhangndhi 

EDUCATION 

s uccess in Tannhu 
dist rict by establish ing 
itself as one of the best 
schools in western 

cpa),~ said Brisharaj 
Shresrha, chairman of 
the Sc hool 
~I a n age m e n t 

Committee. 
Atte nding as the 

ch id guest .ll th e 
st.:hool li.LncLion , former 

education minister C ,m·inda Raj .Jo..,hi 
underlined the need to promote the 
prh ate sector in edueation. "Thc dm )'of 
the.· government is to work just as the 
regulator," said .Jos hi. "Sanri harsh a 
I nglish 11oarclingSehonl has shown how 
public and pnvate tn\·estmcnt cant hnve 
111 c.·ducauon.~ 

\tVith over I '500 stmlcnts, the.· !>ehnol 
has itl'i fame and prc.·stigc in 1 nnahu. It 
is the.· on ly privatl' school producing such 
a l.1rgc numhcr ol qualtt}' students in a 
shnrt span of time.~\ Vc arc cncnuragmg 
the teachers to he st.d<cholclcrl'i. 

Dcspire competit ion, the.: sc hnnl is 
thriving in D.unauli. With it s own 
budding and committed teacher~ and 
enthusiastic guan.li,ms, the sclwnl is 
making a difrcrenct· in the rep;ion. Run 
hy local teachers and lnt:nl parents, the 
~>c hool has prowd that qualit y is the 
m.tLLcr.• 

The endangered Dolphin in l\lohan.1 w:nerate re~nurcc!>. Dolphins arc found 
Rh·er in 1\,tilali district ts nO\\ under m }..fohana, Patharaiya. Kada and Karnali 
t hreat a~o th e District Dcveloprnelll River of far we~tcrn region. Although 
Committee has already awarded a tenckr Dolphin is in thl: prow.:tcd an imal list, According to Di~otr i c t Development 
fo r a fishing group to fish in Mohana th e gove rnmen t is yet to carry om Officer Gokarna Prasad Sharma, it is 
River anti it!> surrounding waters. programs to protect them. village development committees which 

Dolphins arc known for their According w experts, the dolphin arc issuing fishing tenders to prhate 
sophistication hut thc1r number is on a fish migrated rn 'vlobana River from fishing groups. 
Jcclinc in the far western region. As soon Karnali Ri ver. Kailas Lamsal of Western "DDC has clone nothing in this 
as the fisherman start Eishing in the river, l"erai Arch I and Project stressed the regard," said Sharma. 
it is almost certain that remaining need to protect Dolphins through Along with fishermen on the 
dolphins will be disappearing soon. coordination among various Nepalese side of the border, lnutan 

Although conservationists from stakeholders. The project has been fishermen arc also killing dolphms. 
Kailali district have opposed the move, supporting Dolphin coosen·ation in If this continues, the species wiU be 
the DOC claims that il is necessary t.o Kailali district. disappearing soon. • I 
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"IV alue Honesty & Punctuality" 

GOPAL PARSAD BANSKOTA, a 
name that only a fe\\ of uo; haw heard oL 
b one such teacher who has m,tdc J 

difference in the lives of many of hb 
studems. llc hac; also been recogni=cd 
with various honors nnd awards for his 
outstanding cnmri but ion to Ratna Rajya 
School. He wa'> born in a fam ily of rive 
brothers. His lather rassccl away when he 
was an infam. II is lour brothers have been 
mcnrnrs, guides and stn.:ngth lor hirn 
since tht:n. Bei ng the youngeM among 
the five, he was shl1wcred with a lot of 
love. l lc rcve led duri ng the cnu rse of his 
intt:rvic\\' that the 1mly re.l'iOn he got 
educated was hc.:cwo.,l' 11f his c.: lc.lcr 
brothc.:r'>. Ban..,knta no\\' spend.., rnnst his 
time home. lie.: h.ls gone.: thrnugh \'arinus 
hc.:alth c.:nmplic.:atinn.., .111d sa)'" 1 hat the 
nnh thmg th.n mnti\',ltl'" him .tnd gin:s 
him the ..,trength l\1 ltght the illnc"s j<, 

the low and .tffecuon t h.tl he rccuves 
from his fatllll) tn<.:mher-.. B,m.,lwt.t..,pnkc 
toS IIR/\D II ACYAWi\11.1 Xlerpt..,. 

I low is the world today different 
from what it was whc.:n you were a child? 

There io., .l hugniHfL'I'L'nlcl I he li' ing 
'> tand ard nl indi' idual s, ... nc ial 
relationsh ips, L'Xpnsure, L'\ crythi ng is 
clillcrcnt lrLHll what it WK'd l\1 he in the 
pa'il. People arc no\\ mnncynricntcd than 
they were hdore. I herc has bee n a 
c hange in lam ily re lat ions hi ps ton. 
People cnday .m.: not working hard rn 
succeed hut rmhcr to com pet c. 

or a ll t he t hings you learnt from 
your elders; what do you think was 
most valuable? 

Hone~ry and puncntal it y. l was alw<tyo., 
tau)!.ht th.tt one o.,hould hc honest ine,·cry 
situation, no mallei'\\ har. I his les.,on th,tt 
I karnt ,ts a child h.t'i helped me 
tremendous!). To thio., dar in tn} life l 
haYe ne,·er cheated or lied to anyone. 
Punctuality, on the other hand has been 
mr strength. It has not only facilitated 
me to achieve what I worked for hut it 
also helped me to set an example for my 
fellow srudencs. 

Over your experience, how have 
you seen the education system in Nepal 
evolve? 

\\'hen I started wnrkinp, firo.,t tlll'l'L' 
"ere no <>uch thing.., a., stutknt 
associations. Toda). cduc;ttion ha.., 
become ,, kind of politics 111 ll..,Llf 
I hings ha\'cchangcd llll\\. T e.ll hns ;In: 

not respected a'> much. I hc.:rt 1.., 

indiscipline, " hieh \\';t..,n't the la"t 
hcfore. As part of the cduc.ttion ..,}'..,tL·m 
111)•sdf, I feel brokenhearted tn sec ho\\ 
the sysrem has hecn degrading (1\'CI'lii11C. 

What accomplishments arc you 
most proud of? 

I alw:tys vvanred to reach. lk inguhlc 
tn teach, nncl ar the same rimc succeed 
as a teacher has made me rc.t lly proud. 
The day my studcm recci\'cd a 92'}h in 
the SLC Examination, I fe lt p;rat ificd, my 
happi.ness had no limirs. Nor on ly t hif>, I 
al<>o <>cnsc a great pleasurc 011 h;l\'ing 
dedicated my life Ln educating rhc lcs!-. 
privikgecl cl1ildren of our "ociet y. 

How do you sec the growth of 
education system in Nepal both in 
school and higher up in the technical 
level, like in the medical and 
engineering colleges? 

Schools and colleges ha\'e bccn 
mushroomll1g. (\'ery time you s\\'itch on 
the television all you ,.,ee is 
advertisemenrs of colleges and schoob. 
Education has become a busi ness rather 
than being a service. Vl/c shnuld stop 
making prouts out of education. r think 
the government shoukl start en n tro IIi ng 

GOPAI PARSADBANSKOTA 

.tnd ... hould st.ll'l putting an upper limit 
to thc numhcr of sch0<1ls and college that 
npl'n up. '\nt nnlr that the g<wernmcnt 
shnuld .tl..,n c'alu.ttc the colleges and 
Sl hnnls nn letnin parameter<: standards 
tn l'thllrL' th.n l he education secwr ts 
gnnd .tnd v.tlu.thle fnr the students. 

No one can put in words the 
ddinition of life as you can, hence how 
do you dcline life? 

l ilc itsd l is a Lnmplcx word and 
c.lnl1llt he ddined or pur in wnrclc;. l'n 
tnt:, it's the.: things you achieve or the hard 
Wl1 l'k .tntl dfort you put in ro achieve those 
things that ddinc.: lire or at least give an 
eo.,senc.:e tn ynur ex istence. • 
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ECONOMY 

"The Demand Of Apollo Tire Is Good In Nepal" 

Satish Sharma guide'> ali aspect<; of 
Apollo's largcc;t and mo-.t crucial market 
-India. Prior to tlw, he ,,,t., Chid of 
:\ l.trkcring, where he is credited '' ith 
Apollo'-. .... te<tdy ..,all's gmwth year on 
ye.tr ,n ,1 CAGR of 18'\>+. 1-:mm·n fnr his 
innn\'ativc m,trh·ting initiath·es. 
lcadcr-. hip qu,ditk-. am.l lor hav ing 
inslitutcd system" and prnces~c'> which 
have cnahlctl /\polio to ach ievc nnd hui lei 
upon its market lcatl cn>hi p. Slum a 
recl'ntly visited " 'tthmandu to launch 
Apollo ti res. li e i-> po l<c with a group of 
journalist ahnut i\ pnllo Ti rc.., in Nepal. 
l:xcerpts: 

I low do you sec the prospect of 
/\polio l ilTS in Nepal? 

I think the hr1)<tcl pnrtfnlin \\'h ich we 
have i<; in cln<.,~.;' synergy to the h.mc of 
the 1\ep.dcse m.trket. Nep.dcse m.trkcts 
~.:xpand it 'cryn<ttur,tllyi"X'l\\'ecnthctwo 
uluntril's. Ongoing ... yner).!.y ,md more 
impnnamly the pnrtlnlin we h,t\'l' hdp 
to make '>Uhst.tnti.d diffcrem:e-. in 
i\:cpalcsc market. It i-. nnt that the 
Apnl ln is nnt an unknm'n hr,md in 
'lcpalcsc m,trket sn nur equ ity is ahead 
t)f us. It is natura l th ings for us to 
ei->tab li sh the operation tn expand 
market in Nepal. Nepal is also growi ng 
up and rhcrc arc huge demands of ti re. 
r h.crc is potent ial LO expand. 

W hat is the posit ion oft he 1\poUo 
tire in Nepal? 

The demand of our tire is good in 
Nepal. I c:1n say chat many companies 
arc nnw ahead or us. We arc just starting 
seriously now. We would he rights of the 
cop t hree years from now. :"Jepa l is 
important country for us. Although we 
have to compete with many other tires, 
Apollo will establish itself in Nepal 
because of our quality product. Our 
products arc superior to any OLher 
products. \Vc arc l:trgest producers of 
tires in lndia and or her largest producers 
of mini truck and numbcrtwoproducers 
of other tire products. It will not happen 
without acknowledgement of customers. 
As other too arc doing well and it is going 
co be tough for us. Opening a service 
center in Kathmand u is first step. We 
want to be a major player in Nepal. 

Do you think your company will 
make differences? 

It is not easy and it i'> not necessar)' 
to be first ro do things. You may hear the 
story of tortoi<;c and hare. It b not 
necessary that it j<, ah\ ,l)''> h,l\ l' to he nrst. 
There arc many companies 1n lndi,t 
\\ hichstarted the production of ti re many 
times hack hut now we arc .thcatl of many 
products than~omc old companic'>.lt is 
also matter of tim ing and compan ies 
priorities which make d illcrenn:s. We 
arc hurry to come and Llo a good jnh here 
in Nepalese market. 

W hat is your impression? 
I am hereto openi ng the 1\polln poim 

and which will he ,·cry good and mntkrn 
format. Apol lo is a glnhal eom pany .md 
we expnrL our tire tn h1ropc, South 
Africa and Ea'>t Asian cnuntrk<,. \Ve 
ha\'C to do a lor of educati1m am.l we h,t\ l' 
a lot of cu..,LOmcr contact program .... \ \'e 
arc thinking of a lot to do Ill 1'-!cpal. Our 
presence of a big team in '\cpal m the 

~By SATISH SHARMA 

in.tugural of Apol lo !)oint exhibits the 
i 111 pnrt<lnce given by us. It is not l har 
people will start to huy our product from 
wmorrow. A'> I have rolc.l you it will take 
time to firmly establish in "\cpalcf>c 
m,trket I am confidence tbar we can dn 
1L.I Jllll>lii'C that one year down the I me, 
\\1.' ''ill he -.rrongcr.l hw:ycarsc.km n the 
line we'' ill he 111 leading posirion. • 

~ ij'~ ct ~ 3i ij ('1 

iii~I~CfiCfll <tid~ @ I 

~ (l('tll( 

e~.-:tr "~ e~ r \l +t'"?tl~£4 
" 
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HEALTH 

Nepal's Health 
~By BUDDHA BASNYA1: MD 

In these clays of political doom aml 
gloom. there is welcome news about 
Nepal's health indicators. For sure there 
is tremendous room for improvement, 
butthc World Hanl<'s (www. 
Data.worlJbank.org) health assessment 
nf "Jcpal gi vcs so mel hi ng to cheer <I bout. 
This news has hecn unexpected hm very 
welcome. 

As Lhc tahlc shows. even though 
\lcpal's gross national i neome ( G N I) is 
three time'> lower than I nclia's, Nepal's 
health indicators have surpassed India's 
when the opposite was true a k:w decades 
agn. In 199(1 Nepal was hehind in every 
devclnpmcnt i ncl ieatnr; this phcnt1menal 
improvement appears almost 
paradoxic:al, gil·cn that Nepal is the 
poorest amongst clu: ncigbhori ng 
<.'nuntrie!'l h..:ing cornparetl.("l be fact thcu 
an: some measurable indices to <:om pare 
dma .1nd hase these rcpt1rts is reassuring 
as ptl lil ica l "guff" is very cheap and 
profuse). \t\lhat tml!d hav~: acenunLetl 
fnr 1 hb i m prnwmcnl? 

'J he gnvernmcnt 's he:.1 IL h 
prngrammt•s and in tnnati onal and 
national NGO',c; w ill he quick to cla im 
c redtt, hut perhaps the contr~bLttion 
frnm hard earned rcmiuance sent 
directly mthcir fami lies in 1i llagc Nepal 
by st·ll sacrificing Ncpalis doing menial 
johs abroad maywcll he significant. Th is 
remittance may nne he f accorccl in chc 
calculation of the a mal gross national 

CNI MEET 

income for Nepal. The improved health 
indices data is also in keeping with the 
recent rinding( albeit, controversial) 
that Nepal's pm·erty level may have fal len 
hy ab11UL 15 %. Levels of poverty and 
health indices are in general co related. 

Although Bangladesh with somewhat 
sim ilarGNJ outpaces us in most of the 
catcgOJies, clearly Nepal appears to be 
the most improved player on the block. 
There is no question that there arc plenty 
of lcssnns that Nepal can learn in the 

ficltl of health frnm the smart 
Hanglatleshi pcnpk. Sri lnn.kn and 
China arc way ahead nf us, and in 1 he 
coming years we need to strive to n:m:h 
thci r level. It w i II he hard lO come close 
to Sri l.anka and China. Sri I anka srcm 
tremendous amounts nf money a lter 
i nclcpcndcncc on wom c n 's cclucat ion 
and public health and certainly t hey arc 

Gujarati Lessons 
Narcndra Modi, Chid Min ister \)f the iH hdarsrcstgrowingcconomicswu.:ofl ndia 

Indian state of Gujarat, wi II be speaking at with a double digit economic growth rate. 
the Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the So, at a time when Ncual is preparing for 
Conf<:dcration of Nepalese Industries (CN I) Nepal lnvcstmcnc Year 2012/13 and seeking 
as the key-note speaker at a program to embark on the path of economic progress, 
scheduled for the last week of March. the visit holds a much higher importance as 

The AGM is being organized wim the meme there can be a lot of things to learn from Modi 
of'lnvestmenrand Economic Transformation' and Gujarar. 
where Mcx.li isexpectedrosharehisexper:ience President of CNI and chairman of 
rcgardi.ngeconomicgrowth. Chaudhary Group Binod Chaudhary, who has 

According to CN l, the visit is being been playing a significant role in Nepal's 
organized hoping to find a new way towards economic development, is the main personality 
the country's economic prosperity and change. behind this upcoming program. CN I has also 

Modi is also scheduled to have talks with been actively looking For new iJ1itiatives to 
Nepali pohti.cians and pohcymakers du rh1g bling the country's economy on the right track. 
his stay in Nepal. According to Chaudhary, the sharing of 

Gujarat has become an investment experiences by Chief Minister Modi, the 
destination for both foreign and domestic architect of modern Gujarat, on economic 
iJwcstors for some time now and is leaving all tTansformarion would help sketch plans for 
other Indian states beh ind in terms of economicdeve.lopmentofthecounttyandhelp 
economie prosperity. The western Jndian stare concretize them for rhe furure. 

dra 'wVing rich clil' iclcnds now as a restLlt oF 
their health policy that they enacted 
decades ago. \11/e c learl y need to 
emphasi=e the importance of public 
health even so that in the years to come 
we wi ll he where Sri Lanka is now. 

Besides GNI, there is however one 
area whe re we fare ''ery poorly, as is 
clcpictccl hy the highest level ol maternal 
mortality ra tin in comparison LO the 
other neighhori ng coumrics. The high 
maternal mortality in village Nepal is a 
heart rending tragedy that is enacted 
witl1 an uncnmf0rtahle regularity. There 
is supporting data wh ich reveals that each 
week there arc ·+2 Nepalese women that 
die in childbirth. Ma rk Zimmerman 
MD, a capt ivating raconteur and 
thecxetLlti I'C cJ i rectOr Of the l.al it pur 
based Nick Simon's Institute expresses 
the hcginning of th is tragedy vivid ly: "In 
her home high in the mountains of 
western Nepal, a womnn goes intn labour 
tn deliver her [irst ch ild. She docs it the 
same wny that her mnthcr clid ancl her 
grandmother before her: 1111 the floor, with 
on ly a relative to help". Andsurc 
t:nn ugh ,l'\1111 fl licatinnil l: llSLlC. 

With 1 he nevvly tr<lincc.J, more 
competent, ,tnu tkdil:alL'tl skilled hinh 
attcnda11ts working in the hi lls of vLllagc 
Nepal 1otlay. hnpefully the next World 
Ran k'sasscssment will he much im pnwed 
in rl1c area ol maternal mnmdity rmin LOn. 

Gujarat's Chief Minister Modi 

"The ~xch ange and sharing of the 
experiences of Modi with our pohrical le::~ders. 
bureaucrats, businessmen, iJ1dusr.rinlists and 
other authorities concerned will he encouraging 
and helpful in our effort tO bui ld a New 
Nepal," said Chaudhary. . 

Along witl1 the Industrial clevelopmenr. 
Gujarat hasa.lso shined in tcm1sofi.nfrascrucrural 
development. In a 2011 report, The Economist 
nored thatGlyarar's infrastructurecompeteswith 
Guangdong of China. 

So, the most hnportant lesson to learn 
from Gujarat is the linkage between power 
sueply, good development policy, political 
stability and economic growth. If you have 
the former three, then investments will pom 
ill and economic prosperity can be. attained. 
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