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From J"he Editor 

Nepal has been passing thrnugh a 
vet") Lrll leal period of unecnaint \ 
\\ nh no po~sihility nf any pohu~.tl 
Lnmprnmisc sntm. lf the politiC<tl 
partie" la.il tn agn.:c on what ll\ Jo 
,llLCI' Nll\ cmh~:r ".2 the mtlnn "ill 
in~:\ it,tbly f. tee .1111 1ther pt1lit ic.tl .mcl 
constltution.d ~.:ns1s. Tht pnlitic.tl 
s ituatio n is like ly LL~ hL mnre 
duntic. In thi-, context, \\'e h.t\'e 
l11nknl .tt tlw onl!_lllllg p•1litH:.tl 
st.tkm.ttc .tnd cl'l t..,lmlnlln~.; 111 the 
hori::nn \\ c h,t\ L' dten said t hal 
pmltlngcd pnhliL 11 crio.,ts i-. .1 girt 

nl 0:~ p.tl'5 gcn '-I r.trq~ic ln~.:.n inn. 
I hm l'\ c-r, geo..,tr.ttq!,tl kx:alttm ,.., the 
iil:ltl l' l t}' sh tc ld of ~L' I" ·tl's 

cnnt i mtit )' ,,.., .111 i ndepcnLil'llL and 
'-O\crl'ign n:\llllll .t'- \\ell. ll.td 
r\cpal'" pnlitiul k.1tk rs hm\ 11 

111:11urity nnd mn\'cd c;tuttnusly, 
Nq1a I " ould nnt h a' L I andt·d in L he 
rn.:~cnt mess If thcy latltn l'l'Ckon 

tlw pa..,t mist.ti<L''>, thc count I'}''' ill 
su lk·r ng.lin. I ht.-. pnlitic.tl :-. tmy Is 
the lll\'er SWf}' nf this \\'eLk. \Nc 

.tn.tl) -e pms .tnd cnn..,nf thl· cnmin~ 
l.fl-;is in swr;..: fnr tim;.:·<; ;titer 
Nnwmhcr 27. Simi lnrly, then: io., also 
the uwcragc on the proc.;pccl o f 

N;..:pal'o., agriLultur;..:· in the wmcxr 
nr the \\'orld I OlKI Day. \Inn~?,\\ ith 
rhis, this is:-. uc .ll so inc lude:-. 
ccnnomic and Jc\'clnpmcnt agcndn 
.md regular column&. As <111 the 
NL·pak-.e .trc in .1 fc-.tiH· motk. \W 

\\Ottld like tn l'Xpn:ss our happy 
Dipawnli, Nc\\ Year and Ch hath 
greeting'> to aU l)llr LustOlllLl's. 

Kcshab Poudcl 
JldihH 

Cover Story: POLITICS :In Reverse Gear 

ILAM: In Green Gear 16 
~~~~--~--~-

NEWSNOTES 
BUSINESS BRIEF 
OPINION: Dipak Gyawali 
COMMENTARY: Yubaraj Ghimire 

CIVIL SERVICE: Yes, Minister! 

INTERVIEW: Dr. Alexander Spachis 

ARTICLE : Dr. Kishor Uprety 
BOOK : Ramesh Nath Pandey 
DEVELOPMENT: INGOs Under Pressure 

FORUM: Dr. AB Thapa 
BOOKWORM : Blpin Adhikarl 
TOURISM: A Tourist's Perspective 

TRANSIT TRANSPORT : South Asian Cooperation 

DELHI DIARY: Ab1jit Sharma 
TECHNOLOGY : Is That Smart Phone? 

AGRICULTURE : Global Development Network 

TRENDS: Aditi Aryal 
ENTERTAINTMENT 

TRANSnnONALJU5nCE 

HEALTH: Buddha Basnyat, Md 

6 

2 
3 
4 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
24 
25 
27 
28 

Editor and Publisher: Kcshab Poudel Senior Ed1tor: Alok Tumba•:angphey, Senior Correspondent· SarOJ Dahal Correspondent· Uma Kania Khanal, (Jhapa) Ab t Sharma (New De 1). 
Reporter. Debes!• Adhtan N1ra Alyal 

Mar1<eting Manager: Madan Ra Poude Tel 984132051 f Nabm KumarMalulrya~Tel. 9841291404 Photographer· S.1'ldesh Manandhar 
Cover Design/Layout: Han Knshna Bastakoh 9841456791 

Editorial OHico: rei 977-1-4430250E-mall: spotllghlllepal@gmall.com, PO.Box: 7256 
Office: Kalhmandu Nepal 

Printer10 P1oneer Offset Pnnters IP) L!d. DhapaSI Kalhmandu Ph 4363624 
KalhmanduDAORegd No t<1811•~.Cenl!aiReg10nPosta!Regd No 3&0071068 

USl.JbraryofCongrcssCatalogueNo 91-005060 ISSN 2091~711(Pnntl.ISSN 2091.075-I(Online) 

NEW SPOTLIGHT NEWSMAGAZINE! Nov. 09, 2012 11 



NEWS NOTE 

Nepal Army Chief Rana 
Visits Australia 

Chid nl Nepal Army(~A) Gaura\ 
SJ 8 R.tna 'isit ed Aus t rali a and 
partic ipated in 15th Annual Chids of 
Dd~.:nsc (CIIOf)) Conference. 

I ht· annLtal conference of t he 
military lc.Kkrs of the Asia and the 
1\J.CtfiC rcgh111 S,\\\' the participattOil or 
milit.tr}' lc.td~.--r., of 27 countries, s,tid 
l'\t\ hy issuing .t press statement. 

C~.tura\· S.J H Rana j., heing 
at·u,mrankd hy hi.,spnusl' who ld t lnr 

lmlra prov ides Rs. 30.45 mil lion lor 
con'>truet ion of school building 

l ndi,t .tgn:cd to prm 1ck R,.,. Hl 11 
lllilltl111 111 Nqul for cnnstruLtton nl 
-,chn11l hudtltn)!.. Fmhas"}" nf lntiL,l, 
K.tt hm.tndu, Dt'ot riC I nl Hlnpllll'lH 
C 111111111t tee, Sunsan .md Shn:c Bh.tp..l\\ .ttl 
S1.'t11IHI.try '-l hool stp.TKd .1 
1\lunor,llldum of Undcrstandmg (\lnll) 
lnl' prm itl ing Indian grant as.,i'ol.tncc nl 
N R "· ~n. I 1 111 iII inn for the ennst rmt i11n 
nl .11 hn·l' stnrkd school bLii ldinp, umkr 
\lcp.d lntli.t I ~:onLlmic Cnnpc t'.l l inn 
l'rngram. 

I st.lhiL..,h~:d "" .1 l\1\\ cr Sn nnd.tr) 
Sdwol in 191:! .tnd suhst:qlll'llll) 
up~r.ltkd .1 ... 1\~.-tnndarr lc'cl in 1918, 
Sl1r~e llh.tg.t\\ .lli !-.cumd.trv Sdwol. 
..,ttu.tt~·d .11 lnant\\.t \luniLip.tlit). i.., 11111..' 
1,f t hl· 11kk..,t sd1110l'> in Sun ... ari l)p.,trt~l 
Its ud~t ing mrra~trucrurc i'> di l.tpid.ttcd 
and in.tdL·qua tc tn mee t t he gro\\ in!J. 
rctlll il'l'l11t:l1ls nl d1e student!i a" \\'L' ll .ts 
l. tl'Uit y mcm hen •. The new hui ld i ng '' d I 
ltl' lp in the dl.'vdnpment nl hl' ll ll' 
l.tLil tttc.., lor m·~:r 1>00 studcnr .... <lhnut 
50•\, ol ''hom .trc ?,iris. Thc upgr.tdcd 
f.tL dny \\'ould crcatL imprn' l'd 
ennronn11..·nt lor karning hy rhc ... tudcnb 
.md umt rtbute towards the further 
dc,·dnpment nl rhe education .,ector 111 
the Disrn~.-r. 
UK announced Chevening SoULh /\sia 
J ourn a lism Program 

"I ht: ll K's r:on.:i?,n uncl Commonwealth 
OrltlL announce;. an c'du-.L\1.' 
Sch1ll.trship'> Programme, rhc ChLwmng 
South \ ..,i,t journ:tlism Programme with 
rhc thl'llH' ·c;1,ocl GO\·crnancc in .1 
Changtng \\'oriel: chalkngl.'-. to the 
medi;t, pnlirks and accountability.' 

·\imcd at high flying, mid carCL'r 
journ;dbt...,, it is an ci~ht \\eek lully 

Sydncron Sunday. 
The conference is organised 

jointly by the Pacific Command of 
the L'S Arm) and \u..,tralian 
Defence Force, said l\cpal Army. 

IundeLI schn la rsh i11 at the 
Department ol .Joumal ism and 1\lass 
C nmmunicat ion at \\'t·.,tminstcr 
L nt\'U'Sil)'. Londtlll. 
Israeli Clown in Nepal 

1\m.td.tr llarp.tk. 1 l r.unnlmcdil'.li 
do\\ n from Israel, 1.., nn .1 \'hit t11 

NLp.tl, tn .1dcl ,.,nmc mnrL' smdt·-. to 
1 ht l.1te., of children .tnd dtktly 
people. 1\ls. 11.1rp.tk, wh11 h.ts thl·ait r 
had<grnund and 111111'l' 1 han 10 )'L'.tr 
l'Xpcriencc in the lk ld nl Tlll'dkal 
Limvn inp,, is 1m .t three d.ty t.llll paign 
tn Nepal. Her mbsn111 is l\1 -,pre.td 
happmc-.s and int~ r.lll "ith street 
thrldren at llc.tn Bc.tt Mg.llliZ.IlliH1, 
t•lderly at Old .1gc llnmt• in 
P.tshup.llin.llh .1nd ~hddn•n lrnm 
Orphatugc I lome .1nd C l11ld 
t>rnt1Xt ion Center" It h hL·r sktl l k.1rnt 
thrnugh mL·dic.t l clown ing. 

Twndoclt)rs lrnm Hir l ln;,pital arc 
:\ccnmp.tny ing Ms. l l <~ rpak in her 
mtssion. D u r i n~ t hl' sc~s i nn. 
eh ildro.:n :tnd elderly wtl l rL'l'C I \'~ frL'L' 
medical check ups and mcdtLinc<. 
.tllll1~ "ith a link fun .md pl.t) On 
her l·onducling da\, \Is. I krp.tk \\til 
hL ,.Jsll ing the PcdtatnL ncp.lrlllll'nt 
at Dhulikhcl Hosprtal .mJ "orking 
wrrh rhc children thnl.'. 
Chinese Ambassador Yang rloul:u1 

Visited W est ern Dist riet!i 
C hi nese Am hassadnr Yang 

l loulan wenr to l'a~ l<i, ILtglun 

,\lyagdi. Sy.tngj.l .1nd Parbat district.., 
located in \lou11t tinou'> -\reas of Central 
and l\orthcrn l\cpal. and Yisited 
Baudichour Secondary School, Ranibhumc 
Primary St honl Ram Chandra School and 
Annapurna School, as well as the Gurung 
Vi iJagc in Syan)?ja. PL·ng Wenlin, Director 
of Politic and Press SeL'l ion of Chinese 
Embas::.y in "'e11~li .tccompanicd 
Ambassador Yang. 

Accord111g to C:htncsc Fmb.tssy 
\ \'chsitc, Gurung ,·ill.tgcrs welcomed ) .m)!_ 

\\tth tratlninn.tl d.mce. Y.mg lud fnendly 
communil.lt tnn.., \\ 11 h l he local otfici.d<., 
vrllagcr-;, schnn l prtnll p.tls, tl'achcrs and 
student~. Y.tng inti'Oduccd the ck\'clL)pmcnt 
nf China and the hi.~ l nry. statu~. prm;pcl.'t Pr 
C'h ina NL·pa l n.: l.llinns lmm difkrcnt 
angles. ) tng L'lllltmunicltcd wrth tht: ln~:.d 
'illagers, tl.'.ll ht'P• ami ..,t udents in Parh.ll 
Luropcan L ninn and l '\ HCR prm ide 
uniforms to rclugtL' students in !::astern 
Nl.'pal 

The I urnpt-.m l llllln (1 l ) and llf'..H( R 
!untied sd1l111lunilnrm.., "en.: distrihut cd tn 
the t·dugcc ..,tmknh 111 the Bcklangi ami 
San ischa rl.' camp.., in t•astt:rn Nqx1l. Snmt 
9,Rnn children hct\\t:l'n thL <l).!,t: group nf 6 
.md 16 "dl hL· l'l'l·~·i' tng the un tforms. 

Gi.tp 1\tng, I radc .tnd fcnn11111k 
t\chrsnr nlth~.-· I l PL·Icg.tunn to Ncp.1l .... mi. 
"l'sing your tinw t,, ..,tltd} ts rhc hc..,t 
Ill\ l'ollllent I h.ll ynu~:,\11 m.lkl· fnr your f uturc. 
f'dUCJtion IS ,JI-,11 }'llllr hc..,l p.l'o<,pOrt for ltk_ 
I wear the..,c untlnrms "ith h<tppiness and I 
wish tbat they hrinp, >'lll l luck and \\ill hdp 
ynu in your l'l1111111 1lllll'lll tn study wel l in 
SC hOI) I." 

School un iform'> :tn.: .111 nn p,1,in~ need 
l11r rhc rdu)!.Cl' l'hi ldren ;tnd '>incc they do 
nor h,l\'C the mom'}' to hu) nc\\ ones. fnr 
many thi., is their 1)111) clnthmg. It \\',Is in 
2009 th.tt -.tudenr ... I ..... L rcccl\cd their 
uniforms .1nd ,.,mu· thu1 it could nnt he 
prm·ided due tn lark nl funding. 

"\Vc arc very p,ratl·fu l tL) the European 
Union for t heir cnnti nuL·d support to thl· 
Nepal progrnmmc anti pankLdarl y for the 
donation of <.chOLll uni lorm;. \\ hich is a great 
support .md hdp to the rdugce children." 
said ~lads 'l.1ds~n. l 'lHCR Acting llc<td 
of Sub Offin.' Dam 1k He also thanked 
C -\RITA<. \lepal fN their untiring support 
for the educ.1tinn of rcfu!].ce children and 
undertaking tlw t.l ... k ol procuring and 
distri butmg the school U n i torm s \'C r} 
dficicntly tnd SUCCl'S..,fully. • 
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"Budget Must Not Be Made A Political Issue" 
SURAJ VAIDYA 

President of rh<: Federation of Nepalese Chambers of Commerce 
and Lndusrry (H\ICCI) 

W hat do you t hink <lbOut tbe politi<.:lzation or budget? 
Budget is an econom ic issue and it must not he made a 

politic<ll issue. Every poli tical party should Iorge consensus 
to bring budget. Promulgation of budget 
should not be ddayed at <tny cost as bLtdget 
i~ the lifeline or a C()Untry. If the political 
parties I ail to forge consensus soon it might 
make the country a failed state. If not other 
things, at kast tbere should he consensus 
on the budp,e1 to take the eclmmny of the 

.__..._..____.....;..__ _ _, nat ion forward. 
What kind of message does budget send to the foreign 

investors? 
A budget is a necessity. It is ne<:dtd tvcn l\1 <:n.sur<: a 

prnlictahk ttwirnnmcnL fnr invest or~. \Vithout hudgct, 
nohndy will he willing to inv<:st here. \Ale arc malk H) pay 
taxes when there is nn envlrnnment for proper expenditure 
lhis w ill send ,t very had mes<;agc tn tho.: int ernational 

l'I11T1111Un il y. 
What cffccls docs Lhc lack ol hudgl't have on thl' 

private secto r? 
Lack of clear fisca l policy has pushed the private sector 

anti fo reign in\'cstnrs inLO unct:l'l<tintics. thereby affl:cting lkw; 
nl inwstmenl, indusl ri al c.xpansinn and joh neal ion. I he 
g1wernmcnt is n01 jLtst a mmi vawr bLtt a lsn th~: h i ~ge~; t 
ennsLIIm:r. So J)(ll1r government spend ing h:~s led tn a decline 
in demnntl in the markct. Instead of n:lying nn meeting with 
tht LPp pnliLic:al kntkrship, \W wi ll gl\ fnr mass mohili=:uinn 
lor huJgcL this time. \;Vc may go tCl C\11 CXLCIH 11f Mt ray ing 
tht L<lXcs as there is no guarantee that t he raxcs we pay will he 
spent in proptt' places in L he abscnt.:c nl hudgct. 

1-low do you see Lhl' prospl'cts of the lnvcslment Year 
2012/13? 

At.:hicving it!'i g0al!. wi ll not be easy. vVe don r l<nnw wh~:thcr 
th<: election will take pln<:e. \Vc don' t l<nov-· whether tl1<: 
constitution will be wl'ittcn. T-vcn if the cktt inn happens, w<: 
dnn't know vvh11 \vill lead the glwcrnmcnt and how the hasie 
pol icies and laws wil l he fr:\med in the country. Conlusion on 
these matters could easily decer t he potential foreign inve~-.rors. 
For invesrment year to be successfu l, the gm'L'rn nu:n t must 
reform labor laws, restrict <.kstructi vc forms nf strikes that <tffect 
production prot·c~:o.. wnrk Olll reliable power supply mechanism 
for indw;tries, <md pro\' ide anraetivc incentives co the itwcsrors. 
r lcn<.:e, t he hwesLmcnr Year :2011/13 program docs not excite 
us the way it shoulcl.(13asccl 011 claily IKWS/Wp~rs) 
Governmcur WB Review PorLfolio 

lhc Go\'ernmcn L of Nepal and the \;Vorlcl Bank carried out 
a joint review ol the bani< supported projects in 0kpal. ' l be 
meeting, the second joint port[olJo rL' \·i.cw this year, \\'as chai red 
by l<rislma Hari Baskmc1, sccrewry at the tvlinistTy nf Finance. 
l\ls. ·1 ahseen Sayed, World Rank Country Manager for Nepal, 
kd the \Vorlcl Bani< team wbile Lal Shankar Ghimirc, joint 
secrerary/chieL FACD Ministry of Finance, coordinated the 
proceedings. Senior o[ficials from Yarious ministries attenc.lc:cl 
the meeting. 

The vVorld Bank currently supports 17 projects in Nepal 

BUSINESS BRIEF 

thrm1gh concessional <mel gram fi nancing amounting to US$ 
1.3 billion. The meeting noted '\lepal's good development 
results including progress in poverty reclucdon, gender parity 
in education, reduction in maternal mortality, improved 
infras.rruccure access, among others. 
Air Asia's 100 Days In Nepal 

Witliin a very short sp<Ul of time, Air 1\sia has been ahle to 
lure a large number of inbound anti outbound passengers of 
Nepal. Recipient of the World's Rest RudgeL i\i t:linc in three 
consecutive years, Air Asia has proved that it b also the he.'>t 
budget airline flying to and from l{athmandu. Last month, 
Air Asia celebrated its L1ne hundred days of flight to Nepal. 

Celebrating iLs hundred days, th <.' airlines provided one 
way ticket to kathmandu Kualalumpur ror ju~t a 100 dollar 
bill. According to 
Air Asia',; 
Kathmandu based 
C.S!\, Incentive 
'I nun> ~u1cl Tr<l\'t ls, 
Air As ia has thrn 
ll igh ts ,1 week l'rnm 
l'ulalumpur and it 
.1ddt·d additi nna l 
r!i p,h t ~ clul'ing the 
Oash ian I e~th•a l . 

Primc mini:.ter B<thuram Bhattarai cnngr<ttulatetl t\ir i\sia 
fnr L'nmplcting nnt hundred maiden flip;hto, tn Nq,.\1. Th<: 
Prime Minister thanked 1\ ir Asia fo r prodding l'heaper tickets 
tn Nepa lese fo reign workcrs abroad. ,\lthnugh the airline 
applied fou r years ago w start its flights to Kathmandu, Ai r 
r\ sht Was l>erm ittcd lt1 ny tt1 J,athmandu during the tenure of 
prime min i:>ter Rhattarai. 

Air Asia's Station tvl:magcr 1\en ith Chan, counrry manager 
S<trjit Singh ;\nd ~-xetu t ive· t·hairman of Incentive l'r::t\·cls and 
Tnurs 11 ariman I ama anti direct nr ManjLI l am a were also present 
on the occasion. During the meeting, a clomy plant.: of Air Asia 
w~ts handed over Lo prime min ister 13hatt::trai along with a token 
nl lnve by t.li r.~emr nf nperat inns oft\ ir Asia l'vloscs Devanayagarn. 
Nepa l: ADB Vice pres ident ex pressed co mmi tment to 
Support Nepal 

Speaking at the end of his five day ' ' isi t to Nepal, Asian 
De\·elnpmcnt Bank (ADB) Vice Pr<:sident lor Finance and 
A elm i nistrari0n Th icrry de Lnnguemar ex pressed A OB'.c, 
comm itment to con tin uc tn su ppon Nepal's dl'\-cll)pmen r 
d fnrts and r> Lrcssl·d the need Ln develnp Nepal's tapital and 
bond markets ro arrr,ter and promorc private inve.<;rmencs. 

During his visit to NepaJ, he met w ith Minister of l~inance 
Barsha ~~I an Pun, CmTrnor of Nepal Rastra Hank Dr. Yuba Raj 
Khath\ ada, Chid Secretary I ila f'v lani roudc l, Secretary 
~vl i nistry of rinance Shunta Raj Suhcdi and other senior 
gnvcrnment officials. lie also discussed ADB operations in 
the country and emphasi::e.tl the need tn mgendy address 
infrascrueture delicits, particularly ol power, uansporr, and 
water, by establishing enabling policy environmcm, huilcling 
capacities, ami promoting private sector in\'Cstment. 

"Nepal has 1 he pott.:mial Ln achieve stronger econ0mic 
growth race, gi\'cn its narural resource endowments, human 
capital and strategic geographic location. Achieving stronger 
growth is also impcrat ivc [or rec..luci ng poverty :mel establishing 
lasti11g peace ;111 d stability. This will require substantial 
increase in investments by horh the public <tnd prh·are sectors;· 
said de Louguemar. • 
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OPINION 

Kangressi Doldrums 
ByDlPAKGYAWALI 

rhe pri mary arrgst before liberal-minded Nepal i bcUcvcrs undecided or too disappointed to vvant to vote, Nepali Knngress 
in an open society is: can Karrgress rejuvenate 1tscl Fpolitically? still retains tbc highest number of conunittecl voters compm-cd 
lt is after all the party that has been at the center stage of to all or her part ies when asked whom they will vote fori n the 
Nepali politics and its democrari=ation for almost six decades. next election. (The M aoifl ts have slipped to second position 
in powtranc.l out ofit. Unfortunately, its most effective politics even before their split and Kamal Thapa's RPP-Nepal has 
has been oppositional when, out o[ power, it captu red the chmbcd up to fourth position ahead of all the tvlaclhesh 
national imagination against Rana rulc or active monarchy. In hasecl parties, a remarkable wm of events for both the Maoi~ts 
power, lt has Failed to impress Vl~th what it really stood for: and the RPP N since the lust CA elections.) 
rhetoric aside, corruption and poli tical expediency OncrcasOll forthis"hopcagainst hope" among such voters 
compromjsi ng its core va lues of democratic sociaUsm t1re irs is LhaL the liheral, clemocmtic, mi ldly soeiali::>t ideology that 
dismal legacy on record. the l(angress stllJ formally ad heres to seems to appeal to 

In l959,itsovcnwo Lhlrcb victoryin parliament was quickly Nepali s much more th an radical politics acrosH t he 
squandered with the Indian vegetable "Daldu ghcc" scandal demograph ic spectra. Com pared to the poU tics of radical 
involving the younger l<oirala brothers. an curl>' attempt at chunge promised hy the commu nists (and &.,appoi nted with 
very un socialist "li hcralization" with massive negative impact them severely in recent >'cars) or that l1f the cth no rad icals, 
on the poor hill fa rmers across the country who!-ie only cash the belid amonp, such voter.., seems robe that the KangTcss 
income was selling livcstockg/Jt:c in rhe informal economy. It may not dlll11ueh good hut that it cannot do mul·h harm whi le 
al lowed traditional ists such ;~s Yogi N.trahari nnth to mount a rhe cnmm un ists and llthers may promise much hut their 
maRsivc cam paign of civic unn:stlcading to l\.in~ tv'l.thendra rncliculism can piLmp;c.an easy going, mi ld SllCicL>' into much 
dismissing the parliament using Article 55 of tbc then harm. It is rhi.'> hdid, mmc cntrent:hctl ~> i ncc the maverick 
cnnsLitutinn ancl l'xperimcms of the \lanisrs 
cstahl ishing the Panchayat in p0wcr, that allowed the 
system with t he help of K.tngrcsstn"hlackmai l"this 
main ly anti Knira lu lot of major ity voters, 
knngrcsR stalwarts, a f~Kt argu ing that they ~:Ntld nol 
co n vc n i c n t I y ig n orcd vntc fl1 r the communist llr the 
tnday. discrL·d itL·d fl1rmcr l)anchas 

Its seco nd go at and hence had no c lwiCL' 
democracy in the l990swas but to \'Otc l\angress, no 
simi larly !'lquandcred wi th maLLcr how corrupt t heir 
iconic corruption scandals h.:aders. Indeed, the word nl 
Sltt h as Lauda, Pajcro and mnuth s logan in 
the like, as well as party trad it ionally 1\angrcss 
inl'ighting not on ideology strongholds suc h as 
but personality issues and LamjungorTan.thun during 
the spoils of office. Unlike -------------1------------- the thi n l parliamenta ry 
in 1959, thi!'l rime around , its behaviour in power aUovved the elections in 1999 (when the Kangrcss won back a majority) was 
com munlsts, especial! y the extreme lcf t Maoists LO to derail "Muhh lai hoi0110 Ruhh laivotc" (i.e, ''vote [or the party symbol of the 
parl iamentary democracy with an Ind ia based insurgency. (o tree, not for the disgusting fnce of the corrupt l<angrcss 
its third go iJl 2006, it quickly di.sappoimccl its voters with cancHdatcs"). For a party wjth such a glorious pasc, it was a 
Darf-ur, pasl'iport and other such scand<Js; but by then, ·the Left pretty low standard to uphold! 
had already displaced the Kangress rrom irs top position in Besides corruption, i.t being even more unbridd led with 
Nepali policies, forcing the party to follow the commurtisr checurremMaoisc leddispensation,whercdidthcKarrgress 
lead. go wrong and where should it scan the process of course 

In asking ifKangress can rejuvenate itsel f and lead Nepali correction? The first is its coterie politics. Scholars such as 
politics anew, its disappointed army of supporters and voter!'~ Ludwig Stiller bad argued to this essayist thar politics iD L epa I 
have to aslnvhete it went wrong and .if there exists leadership is essentially not national bur ramily politics. Indeed, one 
capability within the party that is not tai nred with past sins, cu.ltu ra 1 indicator is th at the 111 ul ti -cu1 t , varied forms of 
hopelessly compromised ideologically or has the moral Hinduism practiced by the majority arc primariJy family, 
strength to admit rn.istakes <md. thus begin the process or secondarily clan and only Yery weakly a national religion. 
correction. Despite the obviously negative <mswers to these \tVhich is why, when :"Jepal was curiously declared secu lar 
questions, there are faint ghmmers of hope that allows its with no one really making such demands in the agication of 
supporters not m give up on tbe Kangress completely. Latest spring 2006. thcrL Wil~ no national scale protest since nothing 
surveys show that, even with almost fifty percent of the voters families did, ant! 1 i11Ul' tll dt . wasaff,''Ctccl. (It i<. tlthi 1lkahlc 
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ECONOMY 

for such a declaration to he made ln, say Pakistan GDP 

or Britain, without major social agitations. It is Battered Growth 
also this fam ily based aspect that is the strength 
of the religion that has allo\\'cd it to sun i\'e alien 
rule of the~ loghuls or the R.tj.) This culture has 
seeped into "doing politics" essentially for the 
family or coterie with a vengeance since the party 
was taken over by Girija Koirala. lt is this political 
culwre of the ~angrec;s (and even the l\ laoi!.ts) 
th,n acts as .t glass ceiling prc,·cnting a Bhim 
Bahadur 1 amang or a K B. Gurung face in their 
ri:sc to the Lop, and puts a discredited Sujma ahead 

Inability to bring in full fledged budget has alrc;u/y cost the 

economic growth by lw./f a percent, say officials 

C'lf them in leadership contention. 
The second reason for tiel: I inc is" hen politics 

hccomec; not .l public scrncl' hut b either .l full 

By A CORRESPONDENT 

For a second time in less than 
three years, 1\;epal is l.tcing similar 
hudgeL c·rbis. 

AH governme nt and t he 
opposition fail to .,ec C}'L to eye:, t he 
term ol llnc third budp,ct passed 
back in jttl) is coming tl) an end 

time prokssrnn or a business of patroruge 
di'i[1Cnsing. You ng Kangre~->s leader Gag,tn Thapa soon. 

is right when he ... ays a l <..a ngn:s~->i (or for that mallcr 
.til}' ot her) pnlitician must ba''C a primary 
profes!:.ion 1 he)' should cngagl in (,tnd come hack 
tn .tftcr their st tnt ,ll hoklrng puhlil offil<.: is Mer) 
if pnlitil: . .., i.., to remain hnne..,t.lt 1s, hnwuer, mnrc 

For e\'cry 25 rupees of spend in~ 
by the go,·ernment,the pri\',ltc.: scltllt 
.,pentls 75 rupees. As such \\'hen the 
government docs nnt ~->pcnd i t~.; quota 
nf 25 pcrlt.:nt , t he: 75 percl'nt 
spending by prh ate sector is .tlso 

cnmplctd) affected. 
Agro Agonies 

\ l.tn )' 
eco no mi s t s 
hc lic' c· tlul 
C\ en Lite 
csrim.tte hr 

h l' 
1 hnn that: it ).!,Lles 1 o the h~.:art nl a pol itical l·u l L urc 
t h.tll he Ka ngress should stand I or liHiist i nguish governmuu nl 

n..,~.:lf from th~.:cnmmum!-.1'>" ith thcirl.tdrt h.t.,ed .tround l 1 

"\\ hnk ll llll rs", It IS also till hallmark of It hu ll r c r c l' n t 

dt mncraliL pnlny nf "polllll'> .t.., puhlll sel'\ltL" grn\\ th 1s 

\'tTsus "pnl it il'~-> .t.'> professinn" that the 1, angreo.,s, u nli kdy 1 o he 

in its compel it ion with thL'L'lll111l1 ll l1ists,sn.·m.., to met thb yc.:a r. 

h,t\'e lorg,ntt en It i'> this t uh ure that "oukl.tppeal I hey 

tn:trising '\<.:·p<lli middk d.t.,., if onl) thl ".tngr<.:''i" point tn 1 he 

cnukl hclte\'L in .tnd rhen .trllud.tte it. tmp.t<.: l nl 

In Nepal\\ ith i)ass;un, s11 nilnrt ot he lisctl \\TakiL·rr.t t tl 

yc.tr ol Ju ly to July, the political year ends .md a Deependra Bahadur Chhelri, vice chairperson of NPC tnPnsonn .md 
ne\\' t·ytle hegins that clim.t\L'S hel'orctht· nn..,et nf scare i 1 > nf 

the monsnon thdlt'm nf J1l'l1Pk back hnmclm the 1 he polK)' rnst.thtltt y, l.lck l11 lauli::cron the agricultur.tll1Ul put 
l.unily festi\ tlle'> ensures th.ll It is .t tlln<.: fnr ( 

nchangc nf political \'iew bet" een the ~.:npit.tl ,md 
prcthu.tbtlny .md, Mer.dl lack n Lt'>l ) utr, tnn, the go\'l'rnment 

rural hinterlands, hc[ween thc d iast1nra :md 1 he gm 1:1'11111lllt invcsrn1l:nt has led ro had prcdict~d l"iw pen.:cnt ol gl'l)wth 

mother country. T he convcrsat ions this l"lussain an cnvin mmcm of overal l giL1om in But it wa!'> later rcvised tn h~.: 4. '5 

cbtrly indicned that there i'i currently confusion growth c·~->timatc·s. PL'rccnt. 

"ithin rhe 1\,tngrcc;si ranks, with a signrfic.tnt "\ \\ h.td thoug,ht that thcr<.:· Th.n \\as "hcn there \\ .ts .1 

section hclle\'tng that the p<trt y made a mi'it.tkl· in would he 5 pcrcenr growth this humperpaddy and" heat h<tr\'<.:'"l. 

!:.tgning the l2 point Del hi deal wi.th a plllitical fiscal. But now due t o the ah~encl 1 hi <; y~.:ar the weak agmu lt ur~.: 

Ioree that dm:s nor bel ieve in democracy, anti in ol I ull fl edged budget , we nl1W i!'ll'>ct to severely imp.lct the growth 

throwingnutthcl990demneratic constitution that est imate t he p,r0\\1 h 10 be just 1 hat is al re.ttl y t·nmpoundcd hy 

the Karw,rcss \\a~ able w win for the nation after around 4 5 perc1:nt.~ !>aid pohncal IO'>t.thiht). 

f11t1r decades of struggle. There is also .t feeling Deepmdt-.1 Bah.tdur Chhctri, , icc "Thcrl" a.., .m acute short.tgc·of 

that the part} has betrayctlthe creed ol national 1 f 1 1 chcm tcal feni li=cr at thl 1~eak 
c 1i1i rpcrson o Nation.t r ann ing 

rcconciliatinn (~:specially with l radi t innal fo rces) sc·asnn. The mo 11 soon \Va.., .tl so 

h d I I I I Comm i.'>r:.inn (. PC). 
t at was espouse ))' nr 1\oira a, an actt1aL 1as erratic. So, l.trmers tna)' not he ahlc 

I I I d Tht· ma in re,tso n for suc h 
weakened t 1e nation am invited unprecct entc 10 har\'C<;t handsomely. As suth, "c 
lorei

0
!m i nten·c:ntion in Nepal. L nfortun.Hcl), the ..,tunted ~rowth. he sa1d \\a~ due tL1 .li'L as<;uming the gro\\'th to come 

r ,trrv doc., fll)t seem ro ha\·l .tn)' leader th.tt hao., the the gtl\ c:rnment's in.tbilil > to spend 
· ~, dn\\11 to bct\\ccn 3 and 15 pl·rl·ent.~ 

touracrc to correct cour.se and stoj1 being a srcond on de"dnpment projclts. 
c.. said economist Dr. C h1r.tnjihi 

fiddle to the \tlaois ts or thl.'ir foreign hnc kcrs. The psychological impact of an 
I j I 1. l 1 Nepal. 

\\lit 1out re nrms in t 1c "'a nm·css cu tll l'(', t 1c incnmJ1letc budget has hcen total. 
,..,. But such a lowgi·o,vth trajectory 

political doldrum<; and the muddling along ma) And ~o has been it~-> im lxlet on the ld 1 h 1 
f I d I d I f 

cou pnwc w ,l' a major anc. IC.tp 
tontinuc or ong espite t 1c rcce ing 1npc n prop~.nstt~ of spcndinrr b\,' the 

f I · b k 1 1 • · " m \;epal's quest for pm c·rty 
many or a c. cc1sive rca ' t 1roug 1. private sector. J II 1 J 1 

a cviation am. l.'\'e opmcnt.• 
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POLITICS 

In Reverse Gear 
As November 22 comes closer, Nepalese politics will 
heat up. From the rumor of a coup d'etat, to the 
dismissal of the present government and revival of 
the Constituent Assembly, everything conceivable 
seems to be cooking up in the heat. Given Nepal's 
complex geostrategic position, nothing will be likely 
to bring absolute political stability. The level of 
intensity of political crisis will depend upon the 
ability of leaders, who are in decisive positions of 
power, to prevent derailment of the constitutional 
process 

13y KESI·:IAB POUDEL 

As November 22 is coming Closer, do a coup d'etat," Sapk.oLa told New Ananta l"inn ly exprcilsccl his view in a 
Nepal's poli tics is heading towards a Spotlight. daily ncwsrarcr. 
more conJrontational course. Political Although Presidenc Dr. Ram Baran If t he prime m inistcr's p roposed 
rumors, engineered or spontaneous, arc Yaclav has a lready made it clear l hal he elec ti on date for the Cl\ passes on 
t ravelling hours after hours pushing the wanted co p lay t he role of a guardian of November22 without the announcement 
country towards more political chaos and the constitution and he did not have any or another new elate, a constitutional 
uncertainty. At a time when leaders oF intention co get involved in active question w nl inevitably come up and 
major political parties have show n no politics, UCPN -Maoist leaders a re president Dr. Yadav, willingly or 
mood fora compromise, political clashes angryove.rPresidentDt. Yadav'sstandtbat unwilUngly, has to jump in. This is a 
seem to be inevitable in the clays to come. he would not accep l the budge t possible scenario that the two main 

"If th e Presi dent dislodges the ordinance until there was a political opposition parties, Nepali Congress and 
government, there wil l be a blood bath. consensus. CPN-UM L, are waiting for. "The 
lf theprime ministerisacaretaker one, Finance Minister Barsba Man Pun pres iden t wi ll d ismi ss t he current 
President Dr. Ram Baran Yadav, who is went a step further. "President Dr. Yaclav caretaker government and announce a 
also elected by the dissolved Constituent discussed vVith high ranking security new all-party national government and a 
Assembly, does have the same status," officials about the possible co up . newdateforelections,"saidCPN-UML 
said Agni Sapkota, spokesperson o[ However, his eiTort was foiledfollowiog chairman Jhalnath t<h.anal. "We are still 
UCPN-Maoist. "'vVehave reliablereports the denial by t he security orricers , trying tn woo UCPN-Maoistleaders and 
thar PresiclentDr.Yadavis conspiringto including Army," Barsh aman i>un prime minister Baburam Bhattarai to 
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resign and pave the way for smooth 
functioning of the interim constitution." 

Even the Civil Society Group, led by 
prominent personalities, including 
senior journalists, human righrs activists, 
lawyers and leaders of professiona l 
organi=ntionslikc the chainnan of Nepal 
Bar Association, Nepal \ileclica l 
A!:>sociaLion, Federation of Nepal i 
Journalis ts and Nepal Engi neering 
A~soeiation, Federation of Non 
Gmnnmental Organizations and Nepal 
T cachcrs Association have called a civiJ 
gathering on 1\'ovcmber 22. 

PsychologicaUy. poliLics is already 
tl i vitlcd in e.xlrcmes nntl poJlLical leaders 
in Lhc ruli ng and opposiLion sicks arc 
standi ng t hei r grounds. Given their 
pol itical stances, there is no sign from 
cit her side to budge to prevent the major 
clashes wh ich wUl ultjmatcly pus h 
Nepal into anmhcr phase of 
·nnf'titutional crisis. 
External Context 

1\s the late Leo Rose, a promincnL 
Ame ri can sc holar, writes it is a 
phenomenon r or the foreign pol icy or any 
soc iety to he st rongly arfcc Lcd by 
domestic political and economic factors. 
But the reverse princi ple namely, thar 
international factors have a strong and 
oflen decisive impact on Kathmand u's 
domest ic po li t ics - is eve n more 
apparent. Thls is a painful fact of lifdor 
many Nepal is and one that some or them 
would prefer to ignore. 

Along with tbe internal environment. 
Nepal's politics is often decided by the 
exrcma l. environme nt. The p rese nt 
uncertailu:y and complexity is n.oc a new 

ne. Situated in a very complex geo­
. ttategic position between two rising but 
competitive powers, India and China, 
Nepal's internal politics is very much 
li nked with its geo -strategic 
surroundings. 

I m mi.ncnt constirutionalJawyer and 
political analysL Ganesb Raj Sharma is 
used to seeing Nepal's political crisis in 
the regional contt.A.'t. According to him, 
the competition of rwo big neighbors is 
responsible for Nepal's internal poUtical 
turmoil o[ the last sL"X decades. Sharma 
holds tbe view that the equally powerful 
two neighbors have been security shields 
of Nepal's continuity as anindepenclenc 
nation For such a long time. 

Leaders of ruling alliance 

As Nepal's northern neighbor is in 
the pr·ocess of a leadership change. and 
to the South the government's popularity 
is being tested as elections fo r state 
assembly are goi ng on in India, Nepal's 
cun·cnt poli tical crisis, which will not 
make any harm to them, will continLle. 
1\ II the countries around the world were, 
in fact, watching the fierce competitive 
elections of t he United States of 
America, and the re elec t ion of 
President Barack Obama is of great 
interest throug hout t he glo bal 
conummity. I tis somewhat unbelievable 
co consider that the United States have 
seen two elections in the time that Nepal 
has been waiting for one. 

Western powers have been maldng 
every effort to bring the constitutional 
process back on the right track in Nepal 
so t hat they can support Nepal's 
development programs to uplift poorer 
people. There is a lim irati on For them. 
Power crisis 

Follo·wing the dissolu tion of the 
Constituent Assembly, the polit ical 
power is nowhere close as po.li.tical 
leaders have agreed on everyth.ing but 
seem unable ro broker any polirical cleaJ 
for the interest of the country. 

After May 27, pol itical kadcrs 
gathered in various places roami ng from 
party offices, hotels, res ide nces of 
r o l i t ical leaders and President 
Sec retariat. However, noth ing came 
about of this. Party leaders have spent 
almost fi ve months indu lging in the 
debate ove r revival of Co nstituent 
Assembly or Elections. They agreed on 
one agenda, that is, bringing another 
matter for disagreement. All of rhe 
leaders agreed that r rcsh elections were 
the only vvay out. However, they are 
indulging in a d ispute ove r the 
leadership of the elections government . 

UCPN-Maoist leader, Sa myukta 
Loktantrik Madhcshj Front and prime 
minister Baburam 13hattarai are urging 
other pol itical leaders to join this 
gove rnme nt to mal<e it a national 
consensus government. However, Nepali 
Congress and CP -UML are insisting 
on the resignation of prime minister 
Baburam Bhattarai. Thus, the political 
stalemate continues. 
Prime minister ln Trouble 

Among other things, the removal of 
the prime minister is one of the l<ey 
demands of the opposition parties 
Names like Surya Bahadur Thapa of 

NEW SPOTLIGHT NEWSMAGAZINE! Nov. 09, 2012 1 7 



COVER STORY 

President Dr. Ram Baran Yadav 

janashakti party, Mahanta T hakur nf 
f,tr<Li 'v1adhe.,h Loktnntrik r.my .1nd Shcr 
B.1hadur l'kuha of C arc hemp, Ooatcd 
111 the news·"" prohahlt c..mdidatcs to 

rt:pl.tcc prinK' minister Bhattarai. r,L.n 
t h ~: name PI t'ivi l so~:icty kndcr 
n.unannath nhungana hao., hccn doing 
the round ,1s .1 possihk t.lllclidatc rn 
k.1d the n.uum.d ~.:on.,cnsu<, gtn-t:rnmcnt 
ttl hold the L'kLllllns in1\pnl 

Given thl' intc.:rnminnal scenario, rhc 
1. ht~ngc of p rime mi nistn ll.1hu ram 
Bh.mar;u 1s unltkcly for snme timl' tn 

cnme .. \-.there .1rc cliviston., 111 ,dl m.1jor 

pnltticaJ (1<1rtll'S nver the .o.,t•b.t ion of I he 
I' rime M inistl' ri,d cand idm c.:, the.: strong 
hack ing nl Mad hes hi l ·rnnt ma kes 
B.thuram's position look stronger. 
Confusi ng SiLUalion 

Til l t he elected ( nnstituenr 

/\s~>embly remained, politi cal leaders 

had a venue 1 n insLituLion;illy change the 

political leadership. Even n11 the basis 

of head count, there was a' isihlc po\\'cr 

center. Now the s ituation is that nobod)' 

knowb where the power is. 
ln the absence or .ln open and 

accountable system to make and hrcal< 

the government, conspiracy and 

maneuvering wiU replace all other logic. 

The recent rumors of a cnup d'etat or 

d ismissal of present govern ment by 

prcsidenrorrumorabout UCPN Maoist 

capturing <>tate power arc the two 

examples. 
"The acc usation by so me UC PN­

l\1aoist kaders agaiJlst Preside nt Dr. 

Ram Baran Yadav is conspiratory and 

engineered.~ told Rajendra Dahal, press 

advisor of the president to New Spotlight. 

"He has done nothing against the k LLer 

and spirit of the Interim Constitution as 

a guardian of the constitution. \ 1aoists 

want to dhcrr the attention of people." 
President Dr. Ram Baran Yadav 

expressed his anger and frus t ration 

agai nst party leaders. Party leaders 

npressed anger and hatred agail1~t each 

other. However. the current situation" ill 
conLinue for some time to cnmc. 

Ahhough several political '>)'s tems 

:mc.l constitutions have come and gone, 

"hat :--Jcpal inherits b a cominutt} of 
pnlitical cri'>i" and political in.,t.thilit}. 

I he intensit} nf pollliL'.II and 
constitutional crisis in the fut llrL' will 

tkpcnd on how tardully and maturely 
'\t·p.d's polllit:d leadership \\ill 

l'l)lll[1rt1misc on t'isuc ... to pre' ent such 

mmes. 
rhc first fou r ye,li"S Of inrcri111 j1LTiOd 

h.1s shnwn thai 110 alli.wcc tan hri ng L h~.: 

polttk.d st.thtlit}' \\'hethenh~ .dl p.trty 

gnn:rnment ktl h> (!lrij.t Pr.t-..ld t--t)tr.ll.l 

in Jt)06 08, or al1lll hcr dcn~·tl uMittion 

gn\'ernme nt led hy Maois t leader 

Prachanda, CPN L \il L, 1\l.ldhcshi 

j.madhik.tr I nrum, \ l.tdh.l' t--um.1r led 

C P'\ Ut\ll, '\C and \ladhcsht .dltancc, 

I ha lnath "hnn.li led CPN L' \ II , 

Nl.1d hesh i l•orum and ManisL all i.1nee 

or prl''-ent LIC PN \ laoist and t--ladht·shi 

.dlt.lncc, nn alli.tnc.c O\'crcll11l' 1 he 

tn-.t.thility. [, c.:n though all the p.1rt1cs 

h.1vc agreed to lnrm t he n.ttinna l 

consensus govern mcm, the words won't 

be translated int o action easi ly. 

Breakaway CPN \lamst ha., alre.1dy 

made it dear th.u they willnm accept 

the incumbent cscablishmcnr leaders 

and the possible all iance of Madhesh.i 

I nrum and Janjat is, rais ing more 

challenge&. 
Nepal has already paid a heav> price 

due to the f.lilure or its leader.<.hip to 

co mp rehend th e s ituat ion. Force of 

imtahility is there and will be there for a 

long time to come. However, the coming 

political situation will he determined by 
how calculative and mature political 

leaders wil l be. l[ political parties are 

unable to announce the next elcCLion 

date to a,·err the constitutional crisis, the 

history\\ ill repeat and rhe politics will 
gn hack co the stage of2002. • 

FORM ER KING GYANENDRA'S VISU 

Different Note 
Addressing a big mass meeting in 
Na wulparasi. former King Gyancndra 
charts u new course 

. Ry A CORRI£SI)ONOENT 

A kw days agn, \Jcpah Conf!_rcss 
president Sushi! Kou.1la threatened 
l ( P\J i\l.10ist lc.1dc.:r Pr;~ehancla \\ iL h 
t he fa lc of for mer l,ing Gyam ndr.t. 
Koira l.1 may havl' mean t tumi ng 
Prac handa po\\·crh:ss 

The C\·cnt in N,\\\ .dp.trashi sht)\\., 
oth~r\\'Jsl' FLlnkLd .tnd welcomed hy 
thnus,mds in the snuth~·rn border rcgtnn. 
fn rmn l, ing Cy.tnt:n dra r.; hnwcd 
l1lllllard1y in NL· p.d h ts not l n~l ll s 

cultur.tl .uH.l rdi~IOUs c,lor), nor the 
rc~pelt nf the rcopk 

-____ F_o_rm_e_r_K_in~ Gyanendra 

.\ltt:r the rL·mm.d nl mnn.trc h). the 
lnn111:r kmg ha-. lt ls \ his pnliucd power, 
hut ht• :-till retain'> his glory. rcspet l and 
prt'sl i!l,~· in some tjll.ll'ler!>. Along. "il h 
its identity !\tp.di ConArt·ss P·ll'l}'. 

ll).,tc.ld, h.ts [oo.,t ih pt)liucal power .md 
glory, whk h it hacl in the past. 

Invited m il1:1llgtJJ', t1 c Lhc Gorkhnal h 
temple former kmg ( ,y.tncndra wt·nt ID 

~.l\\ .tlp.trasi. a ctmswucncy of h:.tdcr ol 
Ter.ti i\L1c.lhcsh I okt.lntnk P.m 
Hrid.tycsh Trip.u hi. 111 a car. Lsum 
by yo uths, fMm cr King Gyan cdra 
n:cdved ,, warm wck omc while nn the 
"ay ttltht. t.:rai distnct 

I ast month, formt·r King received the 
same kind of a grand welcome wht·n he 
visited Kaski , Parhat, and Syangja and 
rccc i v~:d u wam1 wclCt111lt' tm his ""·IY w 
Pokhar;t and back home to Kathmandu. 

\It hough mon m:hy i<; an institut ion 
\\ hich docs not comc'>t the clcetinns Jnd 
it~ base is nor on the popular \'Ole like 
the pn:.,ident ot the republican state, 
monarL·hy always retains rhe glory anti 
maJC>oty and the institution has ,~cry 

much the attachment with the pel)ple. 
This is '!hat he io., getting. • 
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COMMENTARY 

Politics of Power 
By YUBARAJ Gill MIRE 

There is very little substance in /\cpali politics. It is ail 
ahout p0wer, and even what looJ(s like rigid and principled 
posturing at times is absolutely for power, if not [or absoluLe 
power. Fvcry so called big parry or group including the Unil'iccl 
Communi~t Party of Nepal l\.laoists, "\epali Congress, 
Communist Party of Nepal Unified l\ larxist leninist and 
\l,\dhes rront ha<; one agenda-lO get to the power. And in 
rhe process. each one of them exaAAerates their strength. But 
\\'hat nne has witnessed in the pa'>t six years is: at the end 
l\.lanists wins. W ill ir be d iffe rent t hi..,timt: around? 

The UC P\J M that head~-> Lhe <.:oa liLion gm·cn11nem has 
nnw been fu lminating and gesLiculaLi ng against President 
Ram llaran Yadav and nvo 
nujnr partie'> -t he NC and 
the ll \ I L -saying thq• 
.u'l' cnn ... pl nng to oustt he 

extend the tenure of the constituent assembly in November 
20 11. The divided lC ult imately gavc in, and the House term 
was extended again unti l rvtay 2012 although it died a sad 
death without being able to deliver the constitution. But the 
politics of c.lcceil that the lvlaoists played after that has 

annorec.l a major section of the international community, 
main!}' the European Union .md the Lnited States, with their 
clc<lrl}' doubting the~ taoists sincerit }'to complete the peace 
and thc constitution making process. In the current phase, the 
international communit}' that ekar Mancl in fa,'our of the 
Maoist led government incl ude lnc.l ia and the Scandinavian 
countries, mai nly orway and lJcnmark. 

lt is bcUevcd that the 
H 1 • as .1 crucial stake 
holder in '\Jepal's pt.ILe 
.tnd reconst rult inn 
prtKC'>'>, has hlen 
asscs..,1ng the mood nl 
other intcrnation.tl 
p l ayer~-> inc luding 

ern mc.:nt from po\\'er 
I h1.., har"h allcg.ltion, if 
nne gnc.:i. h} the trend, i,., 

nnly lahelcd for hard 
pnlitkn l harga in by the 
tvl.toists. If thc NC and Lhe 
Llfvl l cnnti nuc tll t:.tkt: a 
tnugh s tance for some 
mnn: d.t}''-. the tone and 
tu1nr nl the l\ lanists will 
l h.ln)?,l: , .tnc.l in<,tcad, they 
\\ill ..,,1}' '\\C \\ill Political Leaders 

nl'ighhoringcnuntrics nn 
the next political cnursc 
that Nepal shnu ld fnll nw 
in nrtler tn srop iL from 
hl'inp., .t failed sta te. 
l\.1.\oists, no doubt 
cnmm.mcl the support of 
lntli .t, but it 1s in 

demnn'>t r.ttc utmost---
llc:dhili ty LO sa\(' the peace and the ennMitution making 
prne<.:s'>'. And if goi ng fo r a \'ntc 11n ,\Ccnu nt or partial budget 
\\ ill save the cuiTcnL governmem, Mani~>Ls '"' ill bccomcnt wiLh 
that. 

President Ram Baran Yadav hn5> time and agai n said t haL 
he " illnm approve Lhe fulJ budget ordinance if the government 
hrought it without the support ol four major pol itical parties. 
lie has al ... o told Prime l\ linistcr Bhattarai that ovcmbcr 21-
the day Bhattarai promised to hold election for the next 
ConstilLicnt assembly-should be hb last day in the o(fice. 
Pol1t i<. .• d morality and ethics arc .d most alien to Bhattarai, anti 
therefore, it is doubtfu l if he will listen LO the president. 

In the Past s ix years, Manists have gained poli tica ll y 
through deceit, and through the pol icy of surrender thar the 
( nngrc!.s and the U M I have adopted. I L has accurately assessed 
the weakness and greed of the leader.., of these two parties. 
Prachanda could get :\cpal i C ongres'> to adopt a pro-republic 
line hy promising the President's office toG P Koirala. Bur 
\\'ith (; P .u~reeing ro uneonstirutinn.dly remO\·e the monarch 
in t\ lay 2008, he waslefn,ith a humiliating option to join the 
c.ontest "ith Ramraja Prasad Singh, '>Otneth.ing G P K cou ld 
nor venture. 

NC: agai n lost to Maoists game when the latter moved to 

.th . ..,olutc minority. lim 
is a llc.tr sign that Delhi, the mediator in the 12 pnim 
understand ing, the basis of the Maoists and the other liCVcn 
pn litica l parties of Nepal vvnrking togethe r, is no mnrc 
acceptable as a 'lead player' as far as the international 
com lllll ni t}' is concerned. Moreover, it i'i isolated, and its day~< 
ol almost decisive influence in Nepal , arc over. The reason is 
si mpk: lts assessment of the post 2006 policy has gone wrong, 
and alienated the '\epalcsc people , not only in Kathmandu 
.md the hill~. bur also in 1 erai , a f.1ct th.tt India has nor yet 
acknowleclgcd and tried to rcclify. 

W ith the failure of the \1anist [larL}' to pw .. h through rhc 
budget and hold election in t ime, it will he seen more like an 
ant i democratic Party.ltsanri dcmocraLic crcc.lemiaJ <mel likely 
climb down wiU however, nor mean autnmaLic victory of the NC 
and Lhe UML as t hey have made mnny compromises in rhe 
past, and blindly followed the r._ lanists policy. Unless rhc NC 
and the C'v1L rev:ic\\' the policy and programs they have 
followed in the pasr six years including on l\lonarchy • 
... cl ul,trbm and FederaU.,m in the manner they did, and made 
nece.,sary correction. '\epalesc people" ill continue to treat 
them as the extended family of rhc ~laoists. Tt requires en~ ugh 
guts and character, but politics is not always abour beuaying 
people and pushing the nation intn bigger vacuum.• 
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NATIONAL 

CIVIL SERVICE 

Yes, Minister} 
Mired by policies. transfer of secremric<; and other high lew:/ officials arc 

lwrrcning ar the interest of minister 

13y A CORRI;SPONDENT 

I he recent tran>.kr nl ~ccrctaries c,em 
some to the high prolik mimstrics and 
oth..:rs w the lo\\' pn1l ik· ones. llo\\'C\'CI', 

t11 hn.,hna !Ian B.v.,kot.l, ''here he \\ ,,., 
"l'llt m.tde no dilkrctll'i..'. He cam..: tn thl.' 
l.thmct sccro.:tariat lrnm tho: high profile 
l·in .tncc Ministry 

Instead of cxpres~ing fruo.,tmtinn nr 

Chief secretary Leela Man! Paudyal 

.tnger, secretary B.t.~lwt a seems L('l luw 
t.d\Ul hi-. nc\\ pnsiunn .1 .... 111 11ppnrtunity. 
\s sn1111 .1s he \\as 11 at1' .. krn:tl tn l he 

L.lhllll.:t sccru.m.ll, he ~nt th1.. ra-.k .1-. .1 
u1nrdsnator ol d1e 1\,tt hm.mdu \ .tlky 
Rtltd I \p.msion project. C hid sccrct.1ry 
1 L'll.t i\l,1ni I'<IUtly.tl LN'tl to head the 
dcp. tl tmcnL. "I kno\\' my hnttnm lim:. 
\.VhciT\'cr I gn, my posit ion and sal.try 
\\t il remain thc samt·." s.utl lb!-.lwra. 

I he mad '' ork i.., luppenin)?. .It the 
snnt.lth·l of prism: minbtlr Dr. B.1huram 
l~lull.lr.ti Baskot.l. \\ hn 1., f..uniliar \\lth 
tht prime minister·., Ll'~t. nnw has Ln 
IWl'St'nl him Lh <.: pn)grc..,., report. "I hi" i., 
the reason, on 'vlnnday (6 Novembe r) 
aftnnonn, Bac;kora was l he fi ro;t sccrctnry 
to enter prime mini'>ter Baburam 
Bh.1ttarai's offin· to brief about rhc 
pmwcss. ,\frer raking the rco;ponsihiliry 
of the program, so.:c.retary Raskota h.t ... 
already \iSited t ile sil t'S several times anu 
briefed prime minister llhauarai abom 
rh~· progress. 

"1\.ly posting doc.., not make any 
difference in ffi} paformance. 1 \\as 
gt\cn .1 much bigger responsibility, th.H 
1 .... to look after the \alley's road 
expans ion," Raskot.t told the media. 
Along with other secretaries, he has hccn 

\'isiting different "P0t.., .wei taking l hL· 
progress note "llll'L' hts Ill:\\ postine, to 

t hL· c.1hinet sec ret.1ri.1t One of the 
.tdv.mtagcs for R.l"kot.l i~ th,lt he will h.l\'l 
,1 dire~o:t access totht· prime mini..,ter .titer 
<: hid secretary l.o.:c lam<lll i Pautlyal. 

/\s mhcr ~t'C'l'l1 rs, prolonged pt1litilal 
inq ,1bi lity i" ~h.1 king the count ry·.., 
pl'l'l11,tnl'nl in~titution-.. Iii<..: Livil "l'J'\ in·. 
lll.1..,t \\'Cck'" dt·~ t~hlll '' ,1., .Illy mdsc.tttlln, 
It sho\\" th.tt thl· go,crnmcnt doc., not 
111111d rtt11tl\ ing t ht: sclrct,lrics 1111 tlw 
\\ h 1m.., nf rh~: mi nt..,tt'l's 

l~y making fi\'l l r.tnskr . ., ,,·it htn jus I 

11\ l l' ,, l'lluplc of tl .1ys, the gon:rnlllL'Il l 
h.1s shown hm\ it\\ dllunLtion in the 
Ulllllll).2. d,IP•· \lthnugh Lhtcf SO.:lrCl.lr} 
P.llllly,tl ltltlk .1 linn ... t.tnd in the 
prnmnrh1n 111 "'l't' I'L't.trle~ .• tlln\\ ing 
su1 inrn y Ln he the ~: rll l' lt.t , the n.m-..fu· 

l 

nm -.bakcn thl l'l\ il .,en icc badly and 
thL exposed the 111,1hility nf the chic! 
SL'tTt'l<try LO conwin mini:-.ters' in nuem:e. 

Earlier, Dhruha Sharma, who he lei the 
pn~ttion of sccrct.H'}' at the \linisrry ol 
Pc.1cc and Rc~..ono.,truction, ".1 ... 
tr.m">krrcd w the President's Offil'c. 
llnwc\'er. he'' a.., rcc.tllcd again in hsc; old 
m1n1s try posting s~:ncta ry frnm the 

Secretary Krishna Hari Baskota 

(rhimirc, '' hn \\ .1s pnsted to the\ ltmst ry 
nl Peace .wd RL'L'nnstructinn, ".1 ... 
t rans lcrred to the t\ l1 ntstry nf I .tnd 
Rdnrms. ano1 her vktim. I ittlc knm\ n in 
the economic sector, SanL<Il',lj Suhcd i, 
\\'ho .tlso scn ·cd .11 \ arinu.., pl.tces under 

Secreta1y Dhruba Sharma 

lsn.1ncc l\ lullstry. ,.., Olll' of thL· 
luckie..,t ldhm s in t hL rcrent promnt inn 
.1 ... he .1cqusred the plum su r~..r.try pn ... t 
.n thL· i\lini~Lr> nl I in.tncc r~:plaung 
fin.tncc ->ccrct.lry l-.11..,hna l l.tri B.tskoLt 
Suh<.:tl i's bas ic qu .tlilk:ll inn j <, said l ll 

Secretary Shital Babu Regmi 

~linistry or redcral and lo<.:a l he his earlier political connection as a 

nevclopment Shital llahu Regmi in his member of CPN f\1asal.thc mocher IJ;trty 
place at the President'<. Office. Rt:gmi \\'itS nf all ~lao isr .... 
replact-d by Sham.t Bahadur Shrestha \\'ho Gi\'CD the presem trends, nobodv can 
~ned his entire career in \arions positions predict rhe coming scenario in the ch il 
in the departments under the Finance scr\'ice where mintstcrs· blessing tlnd 

\linistry. Dcput>' prime miniMcr party's a(fil i.H inn arc pre qualifications 
Nar.ly<mka::iShrcstharqxlrtctUyfavorcclhim. lor pm,irion rat he r than working 

In rhe proccs~o> of transfer, Sush i I t:Xpi..' rienc.!s. • 
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INTERVIEW 

"It Is An Honour For 500 Million Citizens Of Europe" 

Alter 'Jobd Peace Pri::e was awarded 
to the fU, DR. AI J"XA DER 
SPACHIS, -\mha.,..,aclor Ilcad of 
Ddcg.ttion. Ddegat ion of tht I uropean 
L nron to '\cp.tl ..,pokt ro Nr\V 
SPOTIJGIIT. bccrpt.., 

H'har do you chinl< is the 
importance or I he Nohcl l'c<lCC Prize 
award in the presclll con£exL7 

lt is a trcrm:ndnw. honour lor .1ll the 
500 mi Ilion Lit i::en ... of I urnpc, ~lcmher 
States and I"ur(1pean Union ( I·U) 
institut ion'> w he awarded the 2012 Nnhel 
Peace Pri=<.:. Th is prb.: shows that even 
in tl iiTin dt ti mes the I; U remains an 
inspiration fnr countries and people.: aU 
nn:r the world and that the internal innal 
community needs a strong r-uropean 
Un ion. Overall, this i'> ,, vcry impnrtant 
message tn hrrnpc ,tnd .throad. The 
I uropcan llninn ,.., '>nmcthi ng \'c ry 
precious, that we shou ld Lherbh, this 
pri::c ,.., a ju..,ufu.:d recognition of a unique 
project that \\'Ork-. hmh for the benefit of 
its Clti::cns and also for thc good nf the 
"hole inrcrnat ionalwmmunit) . 

Are there .o;omc 'lessons k :rrm:c/' 
rlwr chc Furope:m Union could slwrc 
with Nepal as the cmmrry is emc:ring il 
new ph:rsc of politic::tl tmns form:ttion7 

Thcn: arc wry dccp pol it ical mot i ve~> 

hd1ind the FU: it is n unique dfnrt by 
morc and more l·urnpca n ~>taLeR to 
overcome rep,innal con ll iet and d iv i sion~>. 

anti to joi nL iy fnrge n conti nent of peace 
anti prnsperiLy. I hdieve that some of the 
lco;;sons learned I rom the ru experience 
cou ld cen ainly apply to Ncpal with its 
rich and tli\'crse culture~> and indeed 
the South A!>ian region a<> a whole. Our 
key underlying principle is that there is 
'strength in divcrsit}''. The l:U bas been 
"or king closely with the Gtwcrnmcnt of 

cpal and other stakeholders (or man> 
years no\\ and \\'ill cnntinuc to assbt 
1\epal in this process of political 
trans[ormarion. I here is also a very 
important role m play fnr key regional 
institutions such as SI\A RC. and we arc 
working to srrengt hcn t he ex isting 
coopera ti on bet ween t he [U and 
SAAR C. 

Despite Lhe economic crisis, t he 

European Union is one of the biggest 
donors of the \vorld and one of the 
major c/e,•elopment ptrrrncrs of 
Nepal. \!\'hat can Nepal e.\pect from 
the EU in the future? 

In Europe we managed to find a"·'> 
tn keep peace and build mutu.tl respeLL 
- it'<; called the cu r rojcu. \\'ith our 
development policy we want tn-.harc the 
benefits of our r eacdul progress. I L 1 

development aid is ded icated tn giving 
cYery citizen a fa ir chance and hope for a 
better future. VVc arc act ive in the 
regions where our work is necckd the 
most. It is important Lo cmphasi=e that 
the economic crisis at home .c., hnu ld not 
be u~cd as an excuse to cut aiel ahrnad. 
At the moment. the 1:u as a whole 
including the cl Delegation and l he 
FC Member State'> is tht· mo'>t 
generous donor of dcvclopmt•nt 
,tsl.ist.tncc and humanitari;tn .tid to 

cp.tl. 0\'crthc last four decades of I U 
NcpaJ cooperation there h;ts in f.tet hn·n 
a significant increase in the \'Olume ol 
aid, which will cominuc in the future <l'> 

more of our rcsourLes arc shifted LOward-. 
the Least Developed Count ries (l IICs). 

Nepal has made ;r major progress 
in t he dcmocmtiz ation process in the 
l:rst few yc;rrs bm it is ycr w nc:hicvc 
polit ical stability. Given EU's globil l 
recognit ion fo r its appro:rch o f 
reco nciliation to b ring !on~ last 
lasting pe<lce, don't you t hin!< Ncrwl 
too needs rcconc ili11tion w 
consolidate the progress achic:vcc/7 

1 n posr-connict situations, truth and 
rcconciUat:ion arc powcrf ul clements of 
any successful peace process . .Justice is 
an important element in rcconcil iation. 
It is viral that any Trurh and 
Reconciliation Commission (I RC) 
established in '\epal docs nm granr 
,unnesty to perperrators of serious human 
rights abuses. because experience acnw, 
the world has shown the corrosh·c effect 
that such impunity has on the ru le nl 
la\.v, ch•ic trust, and the likelihood of 
further violence. Impunity also ignores 
the rights of victims. \Ne therefore urge 
the government and ali polit ic<Ll partie!> 

DR. ALEXANDERSPACHIS 

to en ... urc that the I RC meets the 
">tandards required hy the 
( omprchcn'>I\'C Peace t\grccmentof2006 
.md h}' imcrnatinnalla"'. 

fo what ex cent arc the core values 
or the I uropean Union (including 
humrrn rights) applicable to Nepal? 

I he l U, together with nther donors, 
L'ncnu mgc'> a stable system in Nepal that 
b hai>t'd around values of respect for 
lurman dignity, freedom, democracy, 
equa lity, the rule of law and respect for 
hurnan rights. The I:U is highly 
eommiLLed Lo these values and works to 
ensure they arc respected universally. 
I Iuman rights in particu lar have been 
made a central aspect oF our external 
relations: in the political dialogues the 
L U holds with third countries, including 
Nepal; through its development policy 
and a!>sistance; or rhrough jrs action in 
multilateral forums. such as the United 
'Jation!> EU .:\epal political and 
cumnmil relation!> ;ue no di.(fercnt as 

th-.:} .m guided by the fundamemal 
principle!> of peace, stability. dcmocrac}'. 
human nghts and prosperity. As such, 
our -.upport for a ,·ibrant ch·il society is 
and \\'ill remain one of the key pillars of 
nur assistance to Nepal, particularly 
thrnugh our thematic programme 'tbe 
l'uropean Instrument For DemocraCf and 
I Iuman Rights (E:TDHR).' • 
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ARTICLE 

Regional Approach to Development: Prospects for Cross~ Border Agenda 

By DR. KIS1JOR UPRETY 

A Rcgwn is a broad geograph1c area 
containing a porulation posse~-.ing su(ficienr 
historical, cultural, cconomk, m social 
homogeneity. Rc,~ioncrlism, on th~ 0thcr hanc.l, 
i~ Rll appwach which can integrate.: specific 
polrcr and management skill!-. t0 attain a 
ddined objeni\'L' for the benefit of the entire 
region. Looking beyond pnl1tic.tl and 
juri~,dictinna l hound aries, region,\ I i~m can 
cmhrace adisli nctly trans bound.uy approach 
that rccognb.:;. the natuml tcrri tor)'\1fis~ucs 

(~til h a-;\\ .ttcrshcds, CCO'\)'stems, bio or other 
org.mic region.,) Also, \\ hilc t\'pically an 
lntll,\tivc locu..,ing on region.11ism ..,t,trl!> by 
targeting a rclati\'cly narrcm nhJeLLI\'C, albeit 
1 ransccndinp, SL'Vcml countri~.:s .rt t hL· time, it 
nl'ten cvcnru.rl l)' touches on a mix of social, 
ct·onnmiL, political, cnvirnnm~o:nt.d ami 
t!n·dopmentalls.,ucs. Re)),ion.lli"m hn:omc.., 
more intere..,ung \\here p.ntcrn~ of ju~t 

tkvclopment" .rr..: undear .md t>lltt·omc!i ~1rc 
amhi~".uous. And from thi1'> pt·rspcu ive, 
disrus:,ion on South 1\:-.ia hl'Cl1mcs relevant. 

lnc.lccd, dc-.pitl' th~ ~l"t<ll pnt..:nti.ll lnr 
Lnh.mcing Its ... nllll ccnmlmic rnnd111nns am.l 
pl.rymg ,1 kq• mk m the gloh.tl cwntllll)', the 
South t\sr.t r..:g111n i-. .,till w/111.~ 1111 '~'''~'~a/ {roms. 
wllllinm/Jl'in.~mllril rooc/q?cnclmr ,,, mll/1 1 {acl'r<d 
c111tf 11 11t/fi COWl II\' wl/ctJwrmimr. ln l' iCW o[ thi::. 
uniqucncs~. thal· lmt'. if ckwlnpmc111 nl rhc 
rcg111n \\'CI'l' 111 h..:cnmc a pnnnty .tLrnss 
hmdt•r .tppm.tl h wnuld appc.rr rdc1 .mt \\ 'it/r 
riH\frmni.\1' 111 rill' /lclfk.~rcllllld. rlll\lltllt'c/1\0I\\1'\CI few 
/'m,~~nmic /r,l(ci/ ctlllllll\tltWivmi/ Wlllt'l 11.\t/iar III(IYill'l'<l 

nlll\ickrminll. 
Ahsc:ncc of Forma l Com mit me Ill : A II 

mumrics in tlw r..:gitlll .rgr.:c nn tlwi r ned for 
L·onpcratmg .tnd collectilcly Jndoping 
prnj..:cts that wtll hl' nf bcnefit w .tll r 1'11m .l 
t~o:chnical anp;le,th.rt 1s quire .,n.,llghtlr1r\\',trd. 
But poli t icl! lly the .s ituation i.s lar frt\111 being 
snHwth. I s;.ues ol snverdgnt y, sharing nf 
hcndtrs, pcrcrpl inn of hcp,emol1)' , lnng and 
..,hnn term .td\cro.,..: tmpact!<. and ... o forrh 
cnnrinuc wdmmnate the mmusct of dcctsion 
nukcrs in these t•nuntrie~. wh11 ..,L1II cnntinu..: 
to think ol their counrry .ts a 1-.cpar<ltc and 
isolated emit y, rather than as .ur int..:p,ral part 
of .t region. A.., such. a clearly :utieulau~d 
commioncnt, an cnabling policy cnvimnmcnr, 
.md a mechantc;m to help tran'>l.ttc policies 
,md public ~r.llt'mcnts inro actions and tben 
to monitor their irnplcmenrarion nn the basis 
of lesson~ learnt, arc rhus needed. Securing t1 

formal commitment is important, but is nor 
necessarily irreconcilable with real it)'. since 
barring a few trivial difference" amongst 
them, thc polirical devdopmcnr in the South 
Asi,ll1 countries ha~ rcvca.l.cd certain common 
trc11ds. Thci r problems and needs as well a;, 
thdr goab of development arc, hy and large, 
the same. 

Lack of bwbling !.ega/ 1-ramework: 
L.:nlike in most other regions. an all 
cncompassmg mult Llarcral trcaL)'. Iaeiliraring 

dc,·clopment of the region as a whole. .md a 
cl..:.u legal framework prmiding an enabling 
ell\ ironment for developing regional projects 
do not exist in Sot1Lh t\;.ia. The legal re lations 
.111wngst the cnuntrics s till fncus o n 
bd.neralism in treaties, with d1e except inn of 
th..: multilatcrah .. m. full of amhiguittc'> .md 
limitations, <lttcmpr..:d hy the South \s1an 
t\s1->odation for Rcginn.tl Cooperation, ck 1urc a 
n:gil1nal institlll inn. 

f t·ngthy Process of Treilty Mal<ing: 
·1 rc ny making 1s, ~cneraHy. a long procl!s~. 
It<. negotiations ..,cgmcnt il> even more 
lh.tllcnging a~ it mvnhcs man)' f.tccts of the 
rcl.rtinn,.bip amnngM ~t.ltcs. Compk·ting a 
tn:aty can als1' be tim..: and cost cnnsltming 
bcL·ausc of the nLL mhl'l' nl detail!. that 1wcd to 

he worked out. hmhr:rm11re.tht' "nlliL'Ilce~ 
111n1h..:d m the prntc..,.., (prdunin.tl) "tudt~o:s, 
prq1.tr.ttmn of the initr.ll draft~. ncgnll.lll\111.,, 
c\lnsult.ttionf-, adopt ton .md ..,11 fnrth ), .tl ... n hy 
dr: lini tion, caust· 1 i1m· Lt1 lnp:,c. rlw nv..: rall 
prnress is cwn lnng1.' l' when it i nvnlvcs more 
I h ,lll t \\'11 Cl1Untrk..,, ,\110 C\[>cricnu: I dl'i US 

th.a thl'> pn1Cc'>s 1.., \\'Or"~: wh~n It cnmcs to 
Smn h . \sta, .1 rq~ion \\ hr:rc rhc treat)' m.tkmg 
pmn·-..s i'i, .tt hc'>L, pnnrly <.:nnrtl in.ttr.:d ,md 
wl11:1·..: Lcnsinns <Hnnnp;st ~·ountri..:.~ loom large 
.tnd dcl.ty any nutlt1111t: Cnmpt'll'ill'L' tn deal 
wnh partttubr qut·stinns L \l'>l!<. 
"llllUit,lllCOU<,I)' Ill d1l kn:nt ,l~LilliC., Ill th1.• 
dilkrcnt p;on rnrnent s. I h..: p.Kt' nf str~:..:ess, 
,l., MIL' h ,ol ten tlt.:pcnd son chantt:. nn t ht.: Lt1pil. 
and 1111 oh~~:un.: pnliticalconsidt: rath11h that 
IL-.rd intr:rc:.rcd ;.1 .1 \t:s ln a spL'l' ific apprnat·h 
and cnmprnmt.,..:, .md L'Wnruall)' tn th..: 
t)utcnm~.: Bccaust 11f the..,c ground rc.thllt's, 
thl 1nn·c,;ror;. (pri\',ttl.' fin:tlll' ll.'t'" .1nd 
int..:rnationnl dcv..: ltlpment p<~rnwrs) necd LO 

ht• asked to be mnrL· creative in lind inp, 
,dtr:rnativc sn lul inns to dea l with the 
lh.tlknJ:(CS 
Hcxibility 

(a) Usin~ Soft fn o;trumc:nts: 
Wh~ncv..:r formal ll.'g.tll.'nabling in;,rn1m..:ms 
arc not avai I able, d u rin11: prep:t rat ion of 
rq~io n al projects, investors siH1uld he 
l.'ncouraged ro cndorsl.' the u;.e of snit legal 
in'>trumcnrs. Ccrt.unlr. in intcroat1nnallaw, 
rh1s terminolog}' still remains '>t)Jnewhar 
<.:ontrnversial. ~~~. so me internar innal 
practi tioners do not accept its exist cncc and 
;,ome consider thar rhcrc is confu~ion a~ tn its 
~tat us i11 the realm of law. Howel'cr, fnr most 
intanarional pratlltioners, del'dopmenr of 
soft l.rw in~tnuncnrs 1s an accepted p.1rt of 
tht.: compromisc~-o required when u ndcrtak i ng 
daily work wit hi n the international kgal 
sy~tcm, where >.latcs arc often reluctant to 
"ign up formal ly ro too many commit mcnts 
that might result in national resentment at 
owr committing ro .m mtcrnational go.li The 
approach of soft framework mar help addrcss 

the imJ1Cdimems emanating from the need to 
secure hard laws in place heforc dc,·dopmg 
any regional project. 

( h ) IInlw ncing R ls i< Taking: Some 
difficult ies arisi ng in ckl'doping rcgiunal 
projccr ... are also related to the fact that the 
intern.ttional financing org.mi.::ations, majnr 
pLtrcr-. of dc\·elnpment, bound b} therr 
internal pnlicies. arc eXL'l'"'>i"cly risk ,tn:r.,..:, 
and hcsit.tlc to rake cwn insignificant ri;.ks. 
Llnlik..: the prh 1tcscctnr practice when: risk 
takinp, b part of th..: trad~.·. an internal 1nn.d 
fin.mcrng organi.::ation would prefer to opcnt..: 
m .rn 111erh• safe environrm:nt, i.e. onh .titer 
~ecuting rh:1r alllcg.d rnstrumcnts (rcg.;rdbs 
ni t hl' ir i111 portanc..:) an: in place. As a result , 
it take-. a long rime lor ,t deal to Ct1111l' to 
frun ion and the npportunity ens\ nf 
pr~·p.tr.\1 inn e'cal.ttcs fnrrnunrn<.:!'. as\\ dl.ts 
illl'l:'>t11r.,, \\'hich <.:nn"l'tjllCntl)' hcCOilll'" .1 

drsinc..:nll\'e for n:ntur tng 111 llC\\ r..:g1nn.d 
pmjl'L L s. I hr:n:ft,re, ..:nL\1Ur,tp;1np; 1 he .tdnpllt111 
nl new pt)licics and i nt•t•nt ivi=ing morc risk 
taking, ha,.cd on sped I it t.t~l' an;dyi-.i~.L·nuld 
help fo.,tcr regional prnJt·ct s. 

(c) Relying on t\-1;~rkcL Diktilt' I hL· 
in\·c.,tors. J1.lrti<.:ularl> th1. inn·rn.ttlon,tl 
dcwlnpmcnt fimtndt.:r1->,nftl'll h,t\'c a tcndt'lll y 
nl gctti np, invo l v~.: d in .ti l upsln.:rlm and 
dl1\\'n~t rl'.tm eiTct:t!<. nl pmj..:t L'> 1 he)· I i ll.llllt' 
tllnrt· "J1l:llfil.dly. lnr imern.ninn.tl 
de\ cloptm:m organi-:.ttH11ls the protL'I.'llt111 nf 
ngln., .tnt! 1 ntcrr:st;, nf mcmh~.·r cnuntl'll'" "' 
,\11 1 11 \l'~l·,tl p~trt ol tht.: tr mndu.., npernndt. I ht:)' 
ope rat<.: to protect t hdrnwn ri~hts,the l'i).!.ht~ 
nl Lht:ir 111l'mhcrcountl il:s .rnd thost'l11 1 lwir 
drhtnr ..... tnd t11 rcl>p<.:llthl'ir policies. r\11 tlw"L 
requ1rcm..:m" cman.mn!.!. I mm the philosnph}· 
of g11od g1wcrnance cs.,cnu.rl ly from a puhlk. 
scernr 11\.' r.spccti\'e, actually, h;tl'e 1 he dfct.:t ol 
dd a y i ng 1 ht: d~vclopmrm 11f rcgiona I prnjct't s. 
I h:nLt', fnr regional prnjcu~ . ..:specially when 
tbdnpt:d 111 p.1rtnership With pri1·ate sector 
cnmp.mu.:.,, it tn.i)' be\\ nrthwhilc to rely more 
on pri1 .tte sector pr.KllL<.:1'> .md let the m.1rkct 
rule~ tkal with the risb. 

(cl) lnclirc·cr f cvcraging: Often, hy 
de;tlin).!, \1 ith a few local p.trtm:rs, anJ plating 
oblip,.ttinns on them the inrcrnat1nn.tl 
illl'('"lM!<. C.ln acrue\'c wh,ll they ought to 

ach1cl'c. I nvc:,rorscan obligate the loc,tl p;lfti..:s 
to their .rgrccmcnts, hy proxy. rn nhtain 
cvcr)11 bin~ they would l'l'CJUirc lor them to he 
in compliance wirh 1 ht:ir own fidul'i .try 
oblip,.ntons. This technique of ensuring ri)!.hts 
by pro:«)' c.m hdp facilir.1te negotiation!<. .md 
development of regional pmjccrs. since the 
majnrity of t he rccipit.:nl parries or local 
priv;ttc investors wil l fee l less pressured hy 
obligations \'is-a-\'is inrcrnational invr~tors. 

(c) J'v1 ulr if a cctcd/m u Jc is ttl cd 
lnccrn~ntion: \\ hilc tb'doping a rcgitm.tl 
project, i. is imporr.1nr ro ensure that th..: 
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intcm.:ntton is multifaceted. multi<.idcd .md 
multi sector I hi!> approach may help man;lgc 
thl· pcr<:cprion ( !>U!>picion) of limitclm:-.s thar 
.1 spccihl country may ha\'e if only one '>ellor 
\n:rL'lO hcwmc the target of imen·cmion It 
'''ill fu rthcr hdp todcvdopacommon appt\1<K h 
panic:ularly amongst financiers , and lor 
c Ilk k ncy pu rpose, for all t ypc~ nf 
de\elt1pment partm:rs to be involved at .1 \'cry 
early sLl)!;l' of preparatilln a~ well a~ ro 
"}'m:hrnm;:l·thdrinrcn·emion. 

( () I nccntil'izing rcgwnaliMn: 
Tht.: 111\'t.:M\lrs. \\ ithin their own m.,ntutton.tl 
.tpp.tr.H u .... .,hould create inccnth·c:., lor 
tb doptnll, .md dcsignm.g regional prnjcn .... 
ln-,titutil'n~ that ha,·c: for long h1t'U'l'd nn 
tr.tcltunnal n0n regional projc:Ll.., shnukl 
th:wlnp ,1 ... ysrc:m in which mon: funds arc 
.tllo~.:<ILed fnr projects that lor us on rcp,inn.tl 
agt·ndn .• tnd give ineenlivc:s lnr stall 1 h.lt 
p rl'p.ll'e, and s Lu.:ecssfully ma nage, t h1· 
1111plcment.llmn nl such regional prnjell'-. 
\\ htdllll l ~:n t.tkc kmger to wmpktl t h.m.tn} 
11t hert r.tthunn.tl (non rq.?,ion.tl) pmJetl., 

(~) Cf;lrifying Cros~ border 
~nit-~> & l~c.,ponsihilitic.~~ In dn·dopin)!. 

n·)!.inn.tl Cl'lh~ hnrder pmJC:l:U•. 11r t hn~l' 
in,nh 111)l.111ll'rn,trion;tl tran~port l·orntiiH·~. 11 

1:-. ,d!-.1l 1111 pnrt an t to consider npL·rat inns 
f Ul1l'L ion~ early on. l:nrly tnn~kkrat inn nl 
h IIlLI innal and jurisdic:tion~d rolc~l·an h~: l p 1 he 
impkmelll<ttinn and avoid conll ict at a later 
<,t a)!.~: (nlten eros!-. border). llroad ly t hl'!-.l' 
lunt·t inn-.l.tn he<.li\'itkd into thr~:~:e.tlt)!,nril's' 
( i) n.n ion.tl funct i on~ that .tre the 
rc ... pnnsthiht > 11f .m indi,·idu;:tl agcnl)' 111 om· 
spn ifK wuntr} where the pruJel.l. nr p.trt 
thl n·\11 Wllilx· ha<.L'CI ami whKh ctn he\ It:\\ c.:d 
,,., th1"-e that the agency would he dnin)l. 
.tny\\ il}' e' en 1f it had M in\'nln:ment l n dt il'l-> 
.tcnw. 1 he border. ( ii) llill i nn.tllr~:)l.ional 
l unetinn~ thai arc chose crtrricd nw h>• the 
nat inn.tl agcn~.:y, without i n t e rag~:ncy 
t·nll. thlll'<\l inn bur 'vhich would regionally 
bl•m:l i1 1 he prnjt'Ct if done with a rep,i1111al 
perspcctlve .• 1nd (iii) pure ly regh11UI 
unct lllll'> that ;tre pcdormed for hmh rq~inn.d 
nd n.ulorul hencfirs and cannot be performed 

" 11 hout n.:gional cnopcraoon and coll,thot~ttion 
het ween l wo .1\~cncies or an tntcrnaunn.ll 
,\!!,l'lll.')' 

Optimism 
In de\\ nf rhc unique situation nl Somh 

i\sta, fnr \\'hoevcr intends wde\'dnp a l'l'p;ic.mill 
prnjccr, lin.r and foremost, a dctadetl due 
di l i)!,enl.:l' work becomes a pren:qui;,ittlnl·;my 
long tcnn dcc i ~1nn. lt is equally erue1al to 
COill Llll'\:llrl)'g<lnlCt~Upport from ;tl[ U1nLcrm:J 
nauonal.md international privat~· nr public 
'-t:Ltor p.trtnas. to t:ollect ample dat.t t11 dcsi~n 
thl' (?fOJl't't in such a \\ ar th.tl ri .. b .m: 
mimmi=eJ .md opporrunitycost<>.trc fl'Ciul-l'tl, 
.md Lll t.:n..,ur~:thatthe projcu \\'Ill h<: .1hlc 111 
Jmpro,·e rhc sit uation of cnuntnes. 
bend idarie-.. and the goal ol dc\'clopnu:nt Jlrl 
~l'. 

·1 he auLhur can he reached aL b!Jiri::J•>junn.cc.'lll 

BOOK 

Culture Of The Sepulchre 
BYRAMESH NATHPANDLY 

''Cultllre of rile Scplllcllrc" by 
\!tadanjcct Singh is a l' hill ing read on 
the horror und utnx iLy in !eli Amin's 
Uganda. Ambassador Singh whom r 
have had the privilege to meet several 
time<. ts an Indian fn.·L·dom fighter, an 
accl,timcclattthor or s~n.: r.tl cl,l..,-,ie'> and 
,t painter who w,t., .dso India's 
\mhassador ln l lgantla. Tic j,.. currently 
llf\.FSCO Cood\\'ill Amb.tssadnr. 
Since thcrL' i,<, no \\ ay tn he ahh.: to 
s ummari=c or IT s tat e all Lhe 
laHcinaling inckkn ts as wid hy Lht 
,tuthor in the hook nnLLhing is certain: 
no reader can st11p n:,tdi ng the book 
until the final p<t)!;L' such t'- t hL lc\'cl of 
.mxiety and ahsnlme dl..,tl1.l) of the 
nntoriou<;ly erratic' bciMvinr nf \min yet 
1 he most interesting m.tnmT 111 wlucb 
these have been out l in~:d m.tkcs th is an 
cnth raiUng hook. 

The book begins vvit h t hl' In reign 
sec I'Ctary's kucr 1 o 1 he aut hnr who is 
,lllhaLtime posted in C.olumbi•l with 
the mcssa~e that he h,ts 1-x:l n .tppoimcd 
India's next high cnmmissinnl'r ro 
l 'ganda. 1--no'' n lnr h1s ethnic 
clc.m..,ing, gross htun,tn rights .tbusc. 
numerous wi\·cs ..t nd chi ldren, 
murdering many yet wit hnut remorse, 
ldi Amin 's Uganda i ~o; 1\0 l .t g reat 
dest ination for poiili ngs hut aut hor 
takes it with a stride. \'cry soon, t he 
ancics of the dictator comes rn its full 
'>\\ ing One tl.l)', all ambassadors arc 
called impromptu to the ,urport to 

receive a new Roemg 707 aircraft. After 
2 hours of wailing in the sun, the 
aircraft lands anc.l ldi A min is seen. But 
rhe aircraft hrings in .t herd of CO\o\'S 

that were imported frnm l ngland at a 
cost nf $ 60 million. Addressing the 
i\mbassadors, ldi am in says, "No\\ you 
wUl not ha\'e tn live nn Ut\'lC[f 
powder milk. Rivers l)f milk\\ ill t1ow 
likt the ~ik." \t nne tunc, Idi Amin 
also declared himself C Bl" ( cnnqucror 
of rhe British fmpin:) after the UK 
broke ofr aiJ diplomat iC relations in 
1977. 

Name of the hook: 
Culture ol the Sepulchre 
Author: Madanject Singh 

---
1 hl' t'c arc many 1-iLtt:h humorous and 

.unazingly hl'p;Utling instances ah1ng 
"ith aut hnr's 0\\ n meetings and 
encounter"" ilh the ldi A min. Reada.., 
can casi ly sec \\ h.u the repercussions 
of ha' inp. suLh a brutal, erratic, 
irratinn,d .tl mn-.t i m;anc person ruling 
the country not on ly to rhc people ol 
Uganda bur also to the neighbori ng 
coumrics. t•here is a detailed account 
of how the aut hor rDught <lgainst all 
odds including professional jc•llousy 
hack home to rescue hundreds of 
Indians lkcing Icli A min's Uganda, hy 
all means the tnO'>t dangerous place on 
earth atlhatt imc. 

There arc other l1l1('1l<s and also movies 
made on Lhe Ugandan dictator wh ich I 
h;wc Accn hut hy ,ti l means thi.s b011k i.<; 

the mosL i merest i ng of aiJ tbe previous 
accnums nl idi, \min's Uganda mld hy 
a pcrs~'ln whl'l saw fir,r hand all the 
'iolcncc .tnd nuyhcm.l recommend this 
hoot: not only to diplomats. official'. 
political leaders and studcnrs but alsn 
co the general public here in '\cpa! and 
elsewhere. 

Pandey is former Farci~n Minister of Nepal 
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DEVELOPMENT 

DEVELOPMENT 

INGOs Under Pressure 
I he governmcm is trying w control£ he act ivitic:8 or the lrllemattonal Non 

Gm,c:rnmcnt:d Orgunization., 1 hm11;.:h the hack door 

Pl.m 2069 places certain conditions on 

the lNGOs to lollow w hUe \\'orking in 

'\epal I ,·en rhe Internal Rc,enuL 

1kpartmcnt't. n:corcb show that the 

I NGO<. annually contrihutc m-er 330 

million rupee-. to l\cpal'., t.t.-x net \York. 

The Governance ancl rconornil: 

Reform Immediate \ction Plan Alsn 

indude thL areas like I u.lnnmlt: reform 

and progrc~s. L"nrrnption c0nt n1l and 

1 r,tn<;p.trency 1 ranspon \lan.tgcmcnl, 

ServiL:~ Dclivary, Supply of f o.,scnti.ll 

( nmmndities. e111.:rgy sector. lnrc~t and 

Ln,·iromm.m prntection. 1-duc.ltlnn .md 

hcniLh sLTtnr m.tnagcmL·nt, improvement 

in pwjnt nMn tgcmclll improwmcnt in 

human rLsnurcL m.magunLnt, rd1~rm 1n 

cnrpnr.ninn. agrkullun.: dcn lnpmtnl, 

... oual rdorm tnndULllng \\ l'l"k..,hnp, 

program .111d nt hn rdmm. 1 hL· ,tl.:l i<m 

pl.tn ,tJ.,o h.ts time frame [,,r 

implunult.ll ions 
ThL· gtmkline1-o in the c;mernalll<: 

.md I Lon, 1mk Rdonn \ll ion Pl.m 20('' 

\\Ln.. I"Lk,t'-Cd llll 0ttni1lr 17 l nder thl 

L' iause I ~. Ct1t'l'll]1Linn .111d 1 ransparcnLy, 

thL immnii ttL .let inn pl.tn ..... , . ., Ill 

1\1(,().., \\Wkmg 1n 1\tp.tJ.,h,tll puhliu .~ 

1 heir .tnnual hudger, t:<lmpkt~.·d work, 

e\]Xndnurt .lnd hum.tn resourn·., 111 .111 

11yACORR ESPONDI N"l intcgr.tled manner. AL~ord1ng to tlw 

- -- -- --- --- -- .tllil)ll pl.tn th~ ~1inistry of I in.tnce, in 

r\t .t tlll1t '' h<:n the clcLted lne.tl pr1wr,uns l.tunched h)· the 1:--/GC)s. 1 1 
,... liH)pt.r.ttlon \\Ill IlL \11lli..,tr) 111 

hnd ks ar<: absent tn Larry <'Lit the \Vith 1 he lmm,Hinn <lf this \Vnnwn, ( hi l dr~.·n and s\)Ci<t l \\'cll.\l'l' 

dnclopmu1t auintic!<t 111 f.tr <llld remotl' p;Mernment the \1inistr}' h.ts .tlrt'.tdy .md \llnic,try 1111 orl.'ign \ll.lir ... "ill t.tkl· 

p.tns 111 "\Jcp.tl, IN(,()s h.tvc h<:Ln tssLied scwr.d guiddme:; .tnd .tsknlth..: thc nel·e.,..,,,ry '>tLP" fnr th t .... 

suppnrling 1he lor.:a l NCO., and IN< .Os to lnnts t heir :tl't il•itks nn Cl,\llsL· I..J nliheActmnPianh.ts.tlsn 

ulmmunitics w ftllthe gap. Hn\\'1.'\"l·r. th~· den:lnpmtlll .md COihl rut linn .tel ivit i1.·s directed the \ ltni'>try of 1 mann 111 mah 

rcccnl a<.: tivitk.s\11 th<.: ••m·crmm:nl h.\Vl' nnl}· h)· d tsu1ltraninn the rinl1ts hasL'd h 1 II 
,.., ,.., ,., ,... ncccss.try arrangcmL'nts ro l .tnnc a 

"hn\\'n th.tl the INGOs willluw to fall ad\l\Lat:" :t]1111'l)<\l"h in tht• ricrh ts ancl 1 1· 1 1 hi 1 1 
' ,... t 1l' Meign ail avai a 1.' t1roug 1 I NCO-. 

m.ll1)' hurdles Ill the umHng d.t}'s. mdusion ... euor'> 1 1 1 
llllt cr nnL \\ int 0\\ ro ll) 

Rcubtcn:d wi th th1.· Social VVclran: ''\Nc d111l'L need ad,•nc. tC)' pnwrams 
,., ,., "Alter rcatl tng the 1\uinn Plan, nne 

C ounul a" 11er the Soehll \\'e ll ar<. an}' more in the arl.'.l!, "like indu,.,inn and 1 d 1 1 1 L',tn c.u.i }' r,t\\ t1e Lnnc u~inn ll.l 

( nunLil t\cr. INGOs have hcen right.., ''s 1\Lpal ,.., C<lp:.lhk to do ... o. pnliC) m.tker:; ,trL til informed ,1hnuL th 

implemen ting program ... and projel' \ s W hat we wanr nnw b projecrs thai wi ll 1'1\le and pract it'L' loll \1wed hy INGOs," 

with the .tpprm.tl from the council and dire<.tly hcndit th..: peopk" said Badri .,aid 1\1(,(),., wumry reprcsematl\'e>.. 

I rom thl· Project htcilitation Committee Pr.\:-.ad Ncupane, ~1 t ni'>LCr lor \ \'nm<.'n, rhl' giWCfllll1enr's displc.lsllfc \\"it h 

nfthcl\1inistryoi"Women,Chi ldrenand Children and S11cial vVc lfar<:. "We also the INCOs i .~ undcrstancl ahlr.:. The 

Social \\'elfare Howl\er, rhe recent \Unt rransp,trcnC) on the p.trr of 1\IGOs I!,O\'crnmcm holds rhL 'ie\\ thar rh<: 

decision of rhe government has shown funt· t inning." INGOs ltave hccn supporting thL· 

thar the poli<.ymakers arc <.ithcr ill A'> part of the inte rnational cidl nrgani::ation!, which raise the io.,sucs nl 

tnformed or intentionally mnrh a ted to '>OC l<:l y mm ement, l '\IGOs follow hum;tn right'> 'iolation and indusion 

harass the 1NGOs. t ram: parcney and accountabili ty a t h•en du ring the period of the roya l 

Acu1rding tn the Social \Vclfare imernation.tl standards hy pubJi..,hing goYernmcnt, sC\'Cral efforts were made ro 

Council, there are more Lhan2-IO lNGOs their annu.tl report.-. in thctr weh '>ites. contain ac.Li\'ltlcs ol the INGOs h} 

working ail nvcr Nepal in areas like TNGOs a l~o submit their annual halanr.:e puaing a lor of terms and CotH.litinn-.. 

gender, human right,, child right-.. sheet and progress report w the Social lhc 11'\c;os working in l\cpal hringju~t 

health, educatio n, clit.asccr, natural vVelrare Council. m·er lO IJIIIinn rupees. \\"hich is 'er) 

l'onscnalion. income generation and l lowc,·c1·, the recently published 23 nominal compared to whaL the hUareral 

pmTrt} allc\'iallon. The council annuall} pages and 211 points, GoYcrnanc.t .md and mu It i lateral agencies spend in 

monitors the activities and development Econom ic Rcl"orm lmmcd late Action \lepal. ~ 
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FORUM 

Nepali Ignorant oflts Water Resources Potential: Cause of Present Energy Crisis 

By DR. AB THAP/1 

'\epa('-, planm:r-., polic) maker-. .md 1--..:cepr for the Sun 1-:o:.i, 1\.ankai .tnd 

antdligcnt'>ia arc terrib ly misrakl:n to Bh.tlubang(\\'est Rapti)stora)l,cprojcw •. the 

~;onsider rhat Ll1e lx·ndit ro <H.:cruc fromnur irrigation potential nl all other big storage 

m.ljor '' atcr rcsoun:cs stor.u:~c JXOJect<. i-. projects. hkc the 1\..lrn.tli, 1\.n"•· \ \'e~t "cti 

mostly ekctriciry generation, \\'hC'Tl\1'> the 111\ljects, Jre too largt.: w bcexplnatt.:'<.l \\'holl) 

irrigation hendlt cmdd he ignored. They "itll in nurow11 cmmuy. Thus the possihiliL)' 

"eemed t11 he complctdy Ull.l\\'are ol L he nf" .1tcrcxpnn mu-.L hcex-plon'I.ILOm<L'Xinu..:c 

'<1:-.t o.,tuthl'1-> n[ our'' .tter rco.,11Urces proJects hencfitsat.:lllllrJgl011LirLoUnll') frnm ~uchl.ll').\l' 

l\trriecJput in t ill past. f he ]1.1~1 detai ic:d <.,to rage rype project~. 

k.1~ihlin y .,tudil: ... h. I\ e ck.1rh e'>tahh-.hed I here'" .1 rcadv m.trkct forexpnrtof "ater 

t h.tl the 1 rng.tti11n ht.:nefit w.u:Lrut.: t11 our to India .. \cum.lingto thn:um·m intemation.tl 

l'11U11Lry I rnm largntllnt)l.Cl )'J'll.' pi·ojcct-.nnt practice~ L he am I'll nL du\' t n the ".ncr 

nnly \\'nuld he wmp.trahl~ hut it ~:nuld ~ xpnrtingu1UI1tl)' io, p~ud in Lcnn-..nf .tcen.tin 

c\ell he f,trexcecdmg the pnW~.:rlxndat Ill rl to,nnahk ('li.Tu.:nt.l)!.l'nf hendns tccnungtn 

ustaketlwcasenl thcl\ankai Stnragll\tm the watlTlmpnrt ingl'\1Ltntry. I hast)'pl·nl 

l'rnjl'lt. \n·orclangtnthetkt.ukclf<.l"ihihty lx·ndit i-..c.llkd thl·dn\\'n.,trc~tml'll.:nclit \t 

o,tudyc,trrkd lllll under thegr.tnt .l~"'"t.mcc pr<'"cnt C .m.td.t i.., l'l'l ctnn.g SP% nf thl· net 

r:-------------------- ----- --;, li l1 \\' 11SL l'l" .1111 

The implementation of a large storage type hydro llx·nditlromthc 

project solely to meet our own demand for power l s \ <;unil.trly 

can not be justified prior to reaching an agreement lthl "-ingdnmt;l 

to recover a certain reasonable percentage of l<·,nthn is 

downstream benefits accruing to India if the irrigation rl·n·tdng 1o% 

potential of such project is too large to be fully nt L he net 

exploited within our own country. I d11wnqrl·.tm 

'---------------------------_J lx·ndttlronllhe 
S11llth AlnL.t 

,,lthcn \\'est Cl·rm.tn (,nl'l·rnment in IIJRO 

thl.mnu.tllx·ndit tl1.ttLrllL In 1m hydn.l!'l(l\\~,;r 

).!;li1CI'<tl inn a.,; only l S 'I' f.?-1 mil linn 

"hcn:as thl annu.tl irrh),.llinn hcnelit wa~ 

found t<1 hL L'S c;," 16 millitlll Thl .tlltt.ll 

ncr irrag.ninn hcnclit Ll1 at.:L I'll< frn 111 1lt h~.:r 

larj!,c multipurpnsl·pn1jecr..,Jii<~.: the '"""t Scri 
Prnjett 1\..trn.lli (( hi .... tpani) ProjeLtl'lt ton 

.1rc comp.u-.tblc tot hear pmwr h~.:ndat 
Economic Sig nificanel' o f Water 

l•xport 
Our L'llttntry an r.:et:nr yc.trs as l<ept in 

complete ignorance nl the va:-.t npp111'lllnit ics 

tl) pnxlu~c .1hundant dL'CtTiliL) brmnrethan 

\\ har we would he <lbk tn consume an 

lnrcsccahlc near luture ar rdttively small 

t .tpiral inYt:'>nl1t:nl or C\'Cn almost free of 

LOSt, just Hke the \\',l)' th~ C..m.td.l dati in 

impk:mentation olt he Columbia hydmpower 

projects, or the 1\.inv;domnf I csmho ha<> 

,1bo clont: anamplcmcmation nf the Lesmho 

I I ighland projects. !"he Ki ngdnm of I esotho, 

despite being one of the mnst hack\\ ard 

countries of the Africa in '>Ocio p11htical 

awarencss, has ~uccecdcd in huilcling 

hydropo\\'cr projn l free of rost, along with 

receiving in pcrpetuil'}' annual royalty by 

using th<: proceL'<.Is ol the sale of the regulated 

water supplied to the South Africa. 

Market for \ Vater Export 

India Ready to Buy 
'\l·p.tJ'., l1lllg )'l·u·., tll pcr .. tstlnt dfnrt., w 

rectlvcr at" :-.h,tl'l' nl dn\\ nstre~llll ht-nefit:-. h,ts 

.lirl\tdy prndu\:~.:d Ct111LT,;tc r1::-.ults Few yt·ars 

h.tc k thl· B.tjp.u GnH-rnnll'nl h.td lOnstit utnl 

a high bdtnanma..,stlll1 ll) rl'Commcntllnda.tn 

( ;nvt:rnml'nt suit .thk· ways Ill p.ty royalt )' til 

'\l·p.tllnr rl·gulared" .uafl)\\ mg.1cro"" t ht: 

hnrda imn I ndaa. linlnrrun.ttl'ly our rl'Lcnt 

)l,tWl.'l'l1111l' llh arc dclihcratcly shuuing tlwir 

t'}'l'S tor hi.., '"'ueexrn.mdy,itlll,,r hol'itll·ing 

the ccnnOIIl)' nf nur Lnuntry .mtlal..,nto 

provide ou r people cheap l'h:ctricit y in 

ahundanCl' Needless to explam that thL· 

implcmenrat a1m ol an) of the !>tnr,tge proJL'L'ls 

like the We ... t Scti nr the llutlhi Gandaki 

project without rc~Khln!l,an<tc;rccmcm wath 

lndi.t about t h~: sale of rq~ubrcd "Jter would 

deprive for cverourcmmtry theoppoa'lltnity 

w obtain in perpcruiL)' huge sums in annual 

rt;\·enue~. 

Sun~ Kosi Project to take Priority 

The implcmentat inn of .tlarge storage 

t) pe hydro project o,olcly to meet our own 

dunand for power can nor be justified prior 

tn rcachin~ an agreement to rtcnvcra ccttain 

rL'a'*lnablc percentage of <.k1\\ n ... ncam hendit<> 

accruing to India if rhe i rrigarkm potential nf 
-.uch project is too htrge to be fu lly exploited 

"a thin our O\\ n country HoWC\'l'r, 

Go' ernmentcould no" select a project '>uch 

<Is rhe Sun 1\.osi di\ erston '>total!,o.: project or 

the West Rarti (Rhaluhang) stnmge projcet, 

\\'hac hare cnmp.u-.lblctnthc\ Vc<.tScti Pmjcrt 

in :-.i-:1., w llll'l tour ckm.mds for po\\'er in 

m·;trfuturc. In add it-inn to powca, those two 

prnjt:l't~ would h,l\'C pnwidcd cnormou ... ly 

largt irrig.tllllll ,md nn1KI contrnl hendat... 

'" ithm Nepal itself. 
Suicidal Dt•cision 

It ao,quir1. shnckmgtlut \'Cf) "'.'t:t.:nth tht: 

:-. 1 in istry nl \Vater Resnurccs ha~ dccidcd Ln 

ampk llll'nl t h< Pudh "''"i Stnr.t~t: PrnJlCt 

that \\'0uldu1tNdcr.thlv hmit th~_ .1r~..wl till 

lands to he irrig,tted hy the Slm 1"1"1 Prnjt'll 

111 \kp.1l l nlortun.ttdy nonlolnur\\.lltr 

rl· ... nurt:c" rll.ttcd pm tl1.' ,,.., "ell.1" puhhL 

i n"L i Llll inn ... h.t \'l rai..,l·tl t hci r \'tl ll'l' ag.tin:-.t 

l h1" gnvcrmnent <.kll'>l11n I:\'~ n 11ur m.tin 

pnht 11..tl p.trllt·.., .md .tl"'1 thl· ll r.u h.N·d 

P'llitical parties Lbi 111 ing 111 repi'L'"Lnt th1.· 

inl<'l't.,tl1lthl Ter.11 .1r~ not .ll .til '<Ccn tn 

"111'1') ,,,.l r ... udHirl.tdlul ded'>tlln t11 nun tlw 

inagation pro-.pccl ol the I ;t.<, t ~rn J ~.·r.u. 

,\p.u1 fn,mp.t:m rati01111l rhl·:tpdect riLiL)' and 

arng.1tllll11ll .tlmn..,t thl "hok<1ll .Nern I cr.u 

ll'llm 1\irjLill).!, Ltl Sapta 1,,,si. t lw SLtn "ll'>i 

P1'11JCll cnuld he hdping to -.a\l the lik ;tnd 

pn11'\\.'rtlcM1f t1. nsnl thnu~.md.-,of JX'ople Ji, mg 

in Sunsari, Mnrang antl S. tpLan tl iMncL:-. hy 

rnnt n1llinf( t h1. m~Lximum discharge, l(lgl'l hl r 

\\ 1th hi~h ..,edunent lin\\ of th~ S.tpta 1\.o"l 

Riwr. 
In Conclu,ion 

B) no\\ 1\t·p.tl would ha' l h<:cn ahk lo 

at.:L't·ler:tLe industrial (k\'clnpment across 1 hr 

whole cnuntry prim.trily hasl·clnn cheap 

eb.tnciry pn l((Ucl'(l h)' L.tkin~ thlmmp.li.ll iH 

advantage ol the \'<1:-.t hydrop1)\\'l'l' rntcnrial 

of nur" ater a-csourccs, il we h.td truly abided 

h} the recommcndarion ... of rht \\ 'nrld Bank 

h\0/UNDP. )AICA. (;I Z t:tc, whii:h .trc 

ba..,ed on detailed ka~ihi li ty studieo.,. Ill'> .1 

gn.n mi.,lnnunan rhar 1Htr recl'nt 

govern mClll'> i 11>-tcad ol c apitafi::mg ll (JOn l he 

L'lltnpar-arivc ad\'<Ultagcs ol ow· water resources 

pn1jccrs ;ll'l gomg ahead to kill ~,·,·en rhosL 

most attr<tCLivc water re.,ou rccs projects l h.tt 

could play great role in our country's quick 

economic dc\'dopmcnt in general and 111 

rnl\'iding ahunclanr cheap clcltriciry 111 

particular. There is an acute urgency that 

the full anention oft he entire d\'il sockt >. 
11\GOs and go\'ernmcnr organb1tions ht: 

dr~l\ vn to sa vc our water rcsou rccs l:rom b\·ing 

de' ao.;tated • 
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ILAM 

and\\ ere acti\'cl) taking part in ir. They 
are helping enforce rhc ban on usc of 
plastic bags ,md free rrade of tobacco 
products, key acn\lnes, the 
municipality th inkr-,, that prO\·ide the 
backbone ror the formation of the green 
ciLy. 

AlocaJ journal isr, Dhiren Chern jong, 
said, "\Vhatcver we can do f0r thh 
programme, \\e ''ill do that for it., 
SUCCC<,s." 

loc.1l rl·.,idem Suman ShrcsthaL '>aid. 
~The people h.l\e hecn gi"ing up the 
habitofctnting thm n thcrrccs. The)' hal'l' 
started pl.lnt ing saplings in their 
compounds instead." 

W it h the succes:--lul han nn the w;c 
of polythL'nl' hags ln llam l'vl unic1 pali t y, 
the miss ion nf cstahli ..,hi ng llnm <lS a 
gn:cn dt) lu-, gaincd momentum. The 
appnwal ol the I '5th CIt)' Council to 
develop llam ,t.., .t green city .tnd 

In Green Gear 
subsequent commitment nf the 
go"ernmL'nt ha., further accelcratcu the 
rroccs<,. 

Kno wn f(Jr its g reen ten g;mlcn, the c:~stcrn hill city u[/ lam if; going t-Iff 
out w hccomc the first green ciLy in Nepal 

The C. rL'cn Ci ty .tgcnda is basic<~ II)' 
designed intn le n diflcrcn t thematic 
area.-,. ·1 hesc a reas incl ude healt h, 
education, cncrgy, environment, sncin 

By UMA KAN t A KII ANAI , in ll,tm 

!lam ~ luninp.tlity is going to provide 
a green Lard to each local organi::atinn 
and household anivcly ohscn ing the 
p,t'Cll1 code of conduct in the city. The 
card will cut thei r taxes. 

Sanitution iK chc pri ncipal concern 
nf t he mun icipal ity these cJn)'S. The 
mu nicipality dwellers arc prom ising lll 
actively particirare in the mun icipa l 
programme. 

Bijay Rai, a hotel owner in llam, was 
-,weeping rhc road in from of his hotel. 
~If we don't do this, then no one\\ ill he 
there to do ir. [veryonc will have to do 
this for rhc cause of rhe city," he said. 

Rai has painted his house green. l le 
say.<. this is a symbolic action tn attract 
LOuri.'>tS. 

\!Ltny others like him have painted 
tht:ir houses green as per the 
recommendation of the municipality 

"\ Vc arc trying our hc~t to dc\·clop 
!lam a~ a green cit)'.ft executi\e offlllT 
of the municipality Agni Adhikari snicl. 
~\Ne arc planni ng to distribute green 
cards to lWganisations and hou&eholc.ls 

lor altivcly particip.tling in the greening 
of the municip.tlit)'." 

According to the munictpal!ry, the 
green cards will bc t he principal 
mmivationa l tool to encnuro1gc t he 
residents to adopt cnvirn nmcnra ll y 
f.inuncl practices. 

"We have rcq ucstetl the tow n 
dwellers to paimthci r hnu'>CS green so 
that rhe tourists \\ill he attracrcd," 
•\dhikari said. 

cu ltura l aspcct, tran .... portation and 
commun tutinn, urh.tn design, 
govcrn.tncc, ecniH)Ill)' .tncl agriculture 

The gowrnment ha-. not pro\·ided <\11)' 

budget fnr thi~ proj~:ct )'el. According to 

the municipality, every ,tclivity so far 
drev\ on the support I rnmthe local people, 
NGOs, l NCOs ami mu nicipal sou rces. 
The local dcvclopmcm ministry isp;oing 
to pr<widc some budgetary support from 
t hi s year to develop the green c ity. 
Spokcspcr<,nn n[ the ministry Dincsh t 
Thapallya ~aid, "II a full budget i-. 
introduced, it i'> ccrt,tin that &omc monc) Residcms of !lam t>.lunicipalit}' said 

rhey were encouraged h) the programme will go for gn'l'ning the cit)' of Ilam."• 
~------------------~--~~~~ 

Global Coverage 
Air Express/Courier Service 

AlrfSea Cargo 

) 

~ommerclal Shipmea!,; 

~LOWIDE DPflESS 
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BOOKWORM 

A Surgeon's Sketches from Nepal 
rly BlPIN ADH IKARl 

Dr Henry Amhrosc Oldfield'~ hnt1k many aspect s nf t hese objects. The Going l'unher Pi~i!1ii!il 

~hctcl1cs from NitJal was first published in \'olume 11 of the hook comprises of Oldfield wr ites: 

1880 by London ha!'>ed \\'. H. Allen & illustrations of the temple of "IJung Bahadur 

Co. Originally. it had two \'olumes. The \lachhindranath. Charan of Sak}'•t thought) there 

main objectiYc of the hook is to introduce Singha Buddha, the Triratoa or Buddhi"t were no rri=es left 
Nepal as it stood .tt the time of \lahar.lja rr iad. the Thunckr bolt of Tndra resting in t he plains to 

.Jung Babadur in terms o[ land, history, upnn t he Dharma Dhmu model, and ,\ wh ich an 

society and religion. Nap,kanya (or tvlcrmaid ) seated upon a am hi dou~ nat ive 
The author has described the hook a-. tortoise at Butld h.lllath, among other. cmdcl aspire, as 

the anecdote'> of the court hlc ,mtl "iltl 'lo doubt, rhc..,e 1lluc.trations expl.tin the although L he 

sports of the country He has inlluded in llnJ4Ue chJrat:temtlcs of Budclhi..,m 1n B r i t 1 ., h 

the hook some e ... -.ay., nn 'cpalcc.;e 1\epal. gn\'crnmcnt g.H'C gootl pay .md good 

Hudtlhism. l ht·n: .trL \try imp rc!>'>ht• .\cursory re,l<.ling of the book hdps positions to ih soldiery. yet no Sepoy 

i 11 Ui'itrations in t hL· hook of Ne pa l's anybody w unth:rstand how r owerlul t.:oulcl e\'Cr hope Ln ris.: to anything .thovc 

religious monuments, archiLcct ure and Ma harajJ Ju ng Bahadur wab .tfter hi ~ a Subhatlar. This was the real grnund nl 

scenery from the autht1r'~ own drn\\ ings. taknwer in 1\athmnndu. lt al~n c.xp l .t i n~ the tl iscon lt:n L, and the native arm>' 

O ldfie ld h,td a long opportunity tn the military dotll of l\epal. and the hoped th.tt alter up-.cLLing our rule and 

umlcr-.rand ep.tl .t'- .t sur~J;COI1 to tlw pn\\'er, m<lneuwr.tbdlly .mel respect th.n dri,ing the British mto the sc.l, Lht·y 

Bnush Residenq 1n 1--.tthmandu f rnm '\epa I comn1.lntkd .It that t11111: It -,houlcl be .thk t '' cc.;tahl ish .1 n.ttl' L 

1~50 1863. He al-.n became dose to .Jung appears th.t t .Jung Babadur was nnt nnl>• dynasty. under wh1th they might htljll' 

1\ahadur duri ng his st.ty ht•rc. The Brin-.h a powerful prime minister, hu t .tl !->n .1 for .t much largt•r shart: nf honour .md ol 

repre~cntati\'l' in l\a1 h111antlu at that timt• ~o, hrcwtl pol itical analyst, wh11 kncvv ht1W power 1 han they L'''er <:ould h<l\'c llbt.Jined 

"as ). C. r r'>k int· and subseq uent ly to play [i re \\' ith his enemies .• 111d yet under che llritish ruk.~ 

Cnloncl Genrgt· Ranha} , a l't1U!>in nf 1 he wirh11ut burn ing hi.., fi ngers. I lis rnk in "He added, nl t'llUr..,c, they art· Innis 

\\'e~t Bcng,a l h,t.,ed (;mernor (,encra l, the !>Uppressinn nlthe Sepoy Rehdlinn lnr thinkin~ '>I\ .t~ thq• willlosL' llllllh 

t ht· \ larquis ol D.tlhnu-.lt'. 1nthc northern lndi.t ''as well L.tkul.ned more than the> \\til c,am. and at pre.,cnt 

nr Oldfield st.trL'> lw; bonk h> dlort in the naunn.tluuerest of \lep.tl no n,uion -,t.ue nf an> s.tgacnr 

1n trnd ucing lht• wu1Hry 1n terms 11! its i\t nne pnint Oldlkld has catep;nm.tl ly (mentioning 1-..t..,hmir, C\\allnr, 

.trea, gcngraphy, pnwinces. and t hl: nnted: l laidarahad) has j<lined t he mut int•t·r.., , 

Nepal Valley anti 1\at hmam.ILI. rhere .tr<.:' "In cnnvcr~at ion wi 1 h .)l1ng Rahadur, as t hey haw 1 nn much confic.l rnee i 11 th.: 

..,cpnrarc treat mL 111;, lor P.uan. llh.tdg.wn he m id me that ht· u1nsiden.:d t hat t ht· power of the Brit ish; hUL if in the cnur . ..,e 

.tnd l{irtipur. l k h,,.., explained sewr;d 'Ctrtridgc 4ucst ion' \\'ots a mere pret<.:''<t 11f next mnmh M si.x weeks nelhi i-. nnt 

mutes into '\epal. I fl., under..,tanding of , that the re.tl ctu.,e of 1\lutiny in the retaken, I utknn\\ nnt rclic,·ed and till 
the military tnhes nf \lcpal, the ea.,te plams \\,IS J gcner.tl feeling of dt-.tru-,t mutinet·r-, thnrnughly and '>l'\ercly 

rel.ttiOns amon).!. N<.:'\\,\r people. and the .tnd clissatisl,tctinn ,\l the anne.-.:.trinn nf punished , that <.:nnfidence will he .,n 

C.1tholic missions in Nt:pal at that time Nagpur and Oudh, that all our prl:\ 1nus -.hakcn, that thll..,<.:' states will prohahly 

a lso find ~nmc ... p.lce. T he re a rc annexat ions, as Si ndh, the Punj.th, and t ake part against the Rriri sh and th<.:' 

<.:kscriptions on wi ld t• lcphanrs, leopards, Barmah, had bee n just il'i ah lc, having insurrection hecnme generalt hroughnuL 

rhinoceros, dogs and buffaloes ::t\'aibhk hccn warranted hy ~t)l1lC aggress ion Ind ia.» 

111 1\epal. \\'ritmg .tbnm the population .tgainst tt!'> l1n the pan of these stall''-· This all expl.un'> ht'" Jung lhludur 

of cpa!, he opinc'i rh.ll no trust\\ Mth} I hi& \\';.h not the case of agpur .md created safe h.t\l'l1 for himself .1nd his 

ceno.,u-, of irs enure population ha-, e\'er Oudh, they were 111 fnentlly alliance With country hy e.\Lcndmg cooperation tn the 

hecn taken, but it i-. hclieved to amount U'> at rhe time llf thl· ir .1nncxarion .• tnt! Fast India Company which had a 

to a bou t four millions. or t hh did not deserve I hei r Fare. Oudh in devastating poten tial fo r Nepal. During 

popLdat ion, he helit:ved that at leaf>t nne part icLdar dese rved well at our hands his ll [erime, .J ung nor on ly c limin.n ed 

quarter of a miJ I ion live \\'ithin t he narrow having rendered us aHsistance in fo rmer t he fact ional l'i?,hLing at the seat of pnwn 

limits of the \'alky of Nepal. Limes when we were in want of money. in Karhmantlu, Introduced inmw;u inns 

Oldfield make-, his book \'Cry Oudh was the home ol a great part of the inm the bureaucr.\l y and the judi<.: tal'}'. 

mtercsting ro the readers by explaining Sqx)ys of the Rengal Army. and they .til and made effort" to moderni::c ep.tl. 

Buddhism in Nepal m the background 'i)'mpathi::ed \\' Lth its king in h1., but also neutrali::cd an imperial power 

nf Ruddhism in l nd ia. There is an attempt dethronement. and were disgusted at the next door. I r is yet another swry how his 

tn underst and RLtd cl hism in pri nei p ic annexation nf thei r counrry. As Jnng as power resulted fi nally in the dictarnrship 

a nd then provide t he blueprinr n l its Nagpur and Oucl h rem.:dnccl that repressed Lhe nation fo r more than 

currcmstarusin Nt·pal. He has dcscrihetl independent, there we re two nat ive 100 yean; and left it in a primit ive 

in detail rhe special objects of Buddhi~t wealthy courts - one Hindu, the other economic condition. 1 his is an issue th.tL 

\\'orship. temple!>, vihars and monasteries, }. lohammadan - ;\l \\'hich discomented many other historian-. ha,·e exrplained so 

and religious festivals. There is or ambitiouc. nati\'es might alway'> hope well after the hook of British Rcsiclcncr 

fnscinating and dclai led account of to find employment." surgeon Or llcnry Ambrose Olclfidtl was 
published posth umously. • 

NEW SPOTLIGHT NEWSMAGAZINE I Nov. 09, 2012 117 



,~ 11 • ••n~•Rn 
....:.,_..,.=~a·' ' ~ t _I t 

SOMETHING ABOUT NEPAL 

A Tourist's Perspective 
By JACQUELINE DAMEN 

There must be ~omcrh i ng ubnut Nepal. 
People continue to travel here despite the 
Clnhal Financial Crisis ~tnd the polit ica l 
insLabiliLy with in Nepal itsci L 1 ourists 
cnnLinuc to come lor vat·inus t•casons-nm all 
arc coming m trek, a11cl so whnt is iL t haL 
keep:> drav.ring crowds ol visitors nn the ever 
increasing flights coming in from around the 
glclhc, and how easy is it to ben t raveller in 
Nepal? 

As fLrst i mprcssions go, how many l1l her 
countries e<tn oiler the srunning vic·w thaL 
Nepal I)ITers, immcdiacdy capturing the 
hearts and minds o[ pnsscngerfl as they touch 
tlown ~\L Kathmandu airport? The wall of 
mountains surrounding the Kathmandu valley 
makes fo r magical scenery t hat keeps Juring 
wurists LO Lhe count ry, and moreover, a 
substantial amounc [or a second visit. 

However, the Kat hmandu airport can 
sometimes resemble a ghosn:own -there a:re 
many dark corners am..l unused desks-unlike 
the glaring, well lit airports rhar some 
cravcllers may be used to, a] ways Gllecl with 
rhe hustle :.md bustle of people twenty [our 
hours a day. Passengers queue for their Visas 
-some afl:er rummaging for some rime anudst 
the pnper strewn everywhere -and after 
watching their passport rnove through rb.e 
producdon line of four or five workers. are 
able ro collect their bags and be on their way. 

Whilst Nepal is touted as one of rbe safest 
places [or women to travel alone. exiting rhe 

Kat hmand u airport can he a harrowing 
experience, espechd ly for those travd li ng by 
themselves, or for the !'i rst time in a country 
lcs!> c.leveloped th an thei r home land. 
r nwcllers fi nd themselves conf'ronrcd by a 
wal l of Taxi drivers screaming "Tax i! Taxi!" 
andpolitcly decli ne each driver as they arc 
forcetl mwalk past this group in ordcrm lind 
fricn<.L'i nr family they h:we arranged ro meet. 
An ever helrful, but overzealous taxi driver 
mighL he SUS[liciously viewed by a tourist 
Wury of trUSting Others. whereas after a short 
time.: here they will reaJise t bat the Nepali 
people arc the kindest and most sincere that 
Lhey may ever encounter. 

As LOurism accounts for nrouncl a thi.rd of 
Nepal's GO P, these rir sr impressions of 
Nepal, and icseapital areo[ major importance. 
M terLhe in idal·wow' factor ol the llimalayas, 
touristli find themselves with no designated 
taxi rank or any organisation to the sea or 
Taxi drivers, and they must find themselves 
a taxi, or n ncl their friend o:r rout official amidst 
the chaos, snmet imes whilst also being 
harangued by porters wanting to carry their 
bags- for a fee, o[ course. 

The second area a rraveller is likc.l y to visit 
is the busy shorpi ng and hotel Jm b ofThamcl, 
where unaccustomed travellers meet \vi th the 
chaotic traJfic and blm::ing noise pollution of 
the horns of coun dess Suznld nuds that circle 
the tourist hot spot. i:"or many, tllis area 
brimming wid1 shops, clubs, cafes and 

restauran t~ is an endearing part of 
Karhm;mclu.lively and exciting. T3u tfor some 
this noisy suburb wears chem dov"n wi.th the 
vendors spruiking their \varcs, imiting any 
passing person inside their shop. and the 
eternal whispers in cravcllers ears to purchase 
trekking Lours. musical instruments. chess 
hoard;,, tiger balm, or haslush. 

Despite Thamel holLli ng the concentration 
d foreigners in kachmandu. within the limits 
of this tourist hub there is no idcntiEiable 
touris t information ce nt re- the Nepal 
Tourism Boartl's Tou rist Centre b dCLUally 
located a lengthy walk from the heart or 
Thamcl,ora 150 Rupee taxi ride (depending 
on your negotiating ski lis). i'vlosL foreigners 
arc used to easy access to a Visitor 
J nformation Centre or hooth in major ciLies, 
nearby to where most of the attractions arc­
in this case thOL.tgh, the Ner al Tourist C'cnLre 
is next to rl1c City Bus Park. hut not ncar to 
any ol rhe major utt r:Kt inns t haL tourists 
typically visit whi 1st in Kathmandu. 

The Manager of Research, PI ann i ng and 
Monitoring wit hi n the impressive huilc.li ng 
reassures me t hat many tourists visit the 
Tourist Centre there is an 1::rhnic Mctscum 
and gCI1cral infonnarion.availahle. M r Sharm~ 
hal> a positive oul'look on the fLtturc nr Nepal 
tourism, andaffirms that the best way to 
encourage fu rrhcr g rowt h is t hr()Ltgh 
infrastructure. He ex plains Lh::tL Lhc N IB's 
objceri':~ of making Nepalu"Premit·rc Holiday 
Destinat ion" can only work if all levels of 
community nrc involved, anti Lhc NTH arc 
working closely with communiLies where 
tourism is a major source or revenue. Mr 
Sharmaurgcs travellers nm Lo draw parallels 
between de vel\ )ping and developed cou nlries, 
bur is comparison not an auLomatic response 
whCJl ente1i ng a coumry other than your own? 

It may be a long way to travel hdorc the 
roads arc paved and Lhe slrcets are dean, bur 
this year, according LO Mr Sunil. has already 
been a bumper year for toul·ism Ln Ncr al. I 
can not help wonder at what i L is that condnucs 
to bri ng foreigners LO rhjs counrry with its 
dusty capital and cleeLriciLyeurs- buc 1 know 
that I too. a Ill one of che many captured under 
its sr ell. 

The mountain ranges and smm1inglakcs 
will always he here. and one would hope that 
the generous natu re and hospitality of its 
people will also never change. If these two 
aspects of Nepal rem•rin constant. rheu \vith 
(urth<:r development and growth, and perhaps 
a more stable political climate, how can 
Nepal's murism not llomish even more? 

Jacqueline Damcn I sAn llll l111 FromAtt.ILralia 
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TRANSIT TRANSPORT 

South Asian Cooperation 
Jn discussions to renew the transit treaty with India, anything new done wjjj 

bene fit Nepal 

By A CORRESPONDENT 

Wh a teve r be t b c guarantees th e 
intcrnattonal laws an tl co nvent ions 
provide to t he la ndlocked m untr ics 
regard ing t hei r ncct:ss Ln t he sea, 
ultimately what matters is the political 
re lat ion between t he land loc ked 
countries and t heir transit ncig l1bors. 
T his is t he same in South ,\ sia. 

Out of fo ur Least Dcvdnpcd Coumrics 
nl South Asia, transit t reaty signed by 
Nep,d, nhut.tn ami Afghanist <tn tn their 
Ill' igh hors .tr~ d ifk n: n l in Lc r l11 s li I' 
lac il it il::-,. For in!>tancc, Rbu t an gets 
much concession in t r"<tnsit with India, 
compared to '\Jepal. Similarly, 
.\ fghanislan is rac ing many prnhlcm!> 
dea ling with Pak istan nn l he tran,iL 

lSSlll'. 

NL·pa l India transit trL'<lL)', ellcctivc 
frnm January 6, 2006, i ~-1 gnrng L11 expi re 
in com inp: .J ;tnuary a l t~.: r · C\1mplt:ting 
Sl'\'t'l1 years. I he orril ials nr Lhl' l \\'() 

t:nLt ntri~" a rc in th e in it ia l !> tagc of 
ncgnt i:tti nns. 

"'v\lc ha\'e been hold ing d iscussh)ns 
among varinus minist rie1. and looking at 
ir ro sec if there is a need to indude any 
new agend a," said Naindra l)rasad 
Upadhyaya, j(1i nL Rec re L.try ~, f t he 
IVI ·inist ry of Com merce. "'v\lc have al n.:ady 
">ent (1Lir ini t ial proposal co the ~\'linisrry 
of Fo reign Mfa ir·s. Nepa l and lndi,\1) 
offic ials \\'iU hold the meet i ng ;.oon. A~ 

the Kolkata Por t is ove r congesLcd and 
ineffi c ie nt fo r being capa ble only to 
acCl:pt s mall vessels, \Vc want another 
alternative port lil<c Visakapatnam as an 
.1lrcrnarivc.~ 

At a fLtn et ion organi:!cd by th e 
;\ ssoc ia t ion of Former Ca ree r 
Ambassadors of Nepal (AFCA~) and 
South As ia Center fo r Po licy Studies 
(SACEPS), experts pointed t he need to 
make the new transit treaty help facilitate 
Nepal's t rad e with the third world 
countries as well as with India. 

In SoLtt h Asia, Nepal , Bhu tan and 
Afgl1anistan a re three land loc ked 
counrries w hich solely depend upon 

their neighbors for the transit of goods. 
Nepa l and Rhuran rely on India and 
Afghanistan relies on Pakistan to access 
the sea for foreign trade. 

lnauguratecl by Secretary General of 
SAARC Ahmed Saleem, the workshop 
saw t wo pape rs prt:Sl'nLcd hy expert :-. 
C haired hy ~hdhuraman Acha rya, 
eXCt'Ll L i vc Di ret.: Lor \) r SACF rs, fo rmer 

com m~rcc sec retary Pu rushotlarn Oj ha 
p resented a pape r nn i\sscs<.mcnt n l 
Implementation nl t\ lmaty l~ rogram t) f 

1\ction 0 \ POA) in Sou t h Asia and 

rctn mmcnd ath1n IM a pn:-; t Almat y 
discourse 1'111 t ran~ i L cnnperalinn. 

Cha ired hy Kedar Bhakta Shrestha, 
preside nt n l' AFCAN. Dr. Ratnaka r 
Adhik::tri, di rector of South Asia Watch 
fo r Trade Ft:t' nnmy and Fnv ironme nt 
(SA 'vVTFr:), presented t he p.tper l1 11 

I ramewor l< for regional C(1operation on 
t ransit tran-,pnrt tonpcrati.on in South 
Asia and n pntcm ial fmurc roadmap [or 
deepening t he regional Ct)nncctivity and 
transit transport integr·atinn. 

"Out of fi ve m il corridors, one is 
connecting l3irgunj with Kolkata/HaJclia 
anc.l t he ot he r is connecting Mongla 
Chiragon via Katihar-Rohar1pur. Roth the 
routes a:rc very long and time consuming 
clue ro poor infrastructure" said Ojha. 

'Transit issue is a very complex tlting. 
For a counLry like Nepal, access to sea is 
essentia L for d iversification nf trade," 
said Madburaman Acharya. In t his 
context , the worksbol_) was expected to 

pave the way to make transit transport 
cooperation in South Asia smooth.• 

NATIONAL 

RAIDP 

Transfer Trouble 
By A CORRESPONDENT 

A rc.ccm incident has show11 how 
politiciz;:~cion can ruin a ~uccessf ul project. The 
Rural Agriculture and Integrated Dcvelopmem 
i'rojecl ( RAIDP) posted its success startin~ 
from 2006/07 under thl' dynamic role played 
b)' its director Ashok 1<. umar J ha. !\low he 
w as removed fro 111 t he po1.l under the orders 
nf dcpuly prime mLnistt:r Narayan Ka::i 
Shre~tlla. 

Although the gcwernmcnt has cmnmiLted 
11\)t t0 remove prnjl'cr din.:ctnrs of tftc lorcip,11 
furtclcd pwjt:cLs fm a certain peril1d, removal 

' 

nfJ h.t. who pu..,hcd 1 he pmjrct l<) n ~ JWt'st'nt 
kwl, prnwd <' therw i;.,· 

AL .t Li m~: when Lht: R:\ IIW h.ts h..:~: n 
m.tki ng .1 big pro).l. rt:s~ in t•hangin)J, lh..: 
livdihnods nl mill inn,;t ,f pcnplt.:,.J ha's relllt1\',ll 
tt'> i t~ diret' l\11' h.ts hrnught the pn1ce~" 111 .1 

stttkkn hai L. .J ha c-.t ablish~.:d a r..:l'1>rd in th..: 
l<tSt four years hy makinp: Rt\IDP .1 prOJCU 
the Auditor Ccner<tl t)flkt:':-. <t 'hl·st ol fic-~·· in 
pcrlonnam:t: audil. Audi torC..:ncr,d's rt.: ptm 
hailed Ri\ 11 '\P'!, fi nand a l records ,ts 
norcworrh}'. 

llnwcwr, nNbing mauacd when the 
gowrnmenl '~> decisnm r~.: tntwcd ) ha from his 
position. 

Coveri ng 226.3l)l) households wi th 
I,'H2,602 pc11plc in the 24~ VDC!> with 1326 
~ctrlcmcnr!; under rhc ::one of inrlucnce ol 
thl' rural road projccLs, rhe RA II)P has already 
const ructed more thnn 907 k ilometer~ nl 
mads. Of rhc IOt:d road~. 21, th<H is, nc<trly 
62 pcrccnr rn<tds I ie in T crai cl i"rricts, and 13 
rnt~ds (1~ percent) in the hill districts. Of the 
torallengrh of the ro,tds, 52() krt1 (nearly 58 
pcrccnr) lies in Tera.i districts and 397 km 
(nearly -f2 pcrccnr) in tltc hil l. 

Sudden mms.fer ofjha has created p<lnic 
in rhe project areas ancl newly appoimed 
el i rcctnr Karmacharya is yet to cake the role 
played by J ha. ln project apprai:;.a] mceti ng, 
the World Ranl< reportedly expressed concern 
nver the transfer. 

As it is running in the last year and in the 
process of preparation of clocLunent for another 
phase, jha's trnnsfcr will definitely create 
problems in the extension of tltc project. Iris 
the people who have to su[fer if the project 
failed to cld iver.8 
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DELHI DIARY 

Poor Marks 
Indian education institutes ha\'C once again come to the 

spotlight, thank<; to the newly appointed \I inister of State for 
H ighcr Education Shashi Tharoor. According to the 
flamboyant mi nstcr, the univerc;;ity system was not producing 
'well ed ucated' grad uate~; to meet the needs of the Indian 
companies. 

1 haroor's scathing remarks follow two well-reputed 
intcrnationalsun·c}'S " h 1ch did not fearurc an I nclian University 
any" here in the top 200 li'>t. The neighbouring arch rival and 
competitor China however 
was able to sec seven of its 
universities in the LOp 200 nf 
\) Il l ' of the su rveys. 

By ABIJIT SHARMA 

exam pattern is identical to that of school and doesn't allow 
the students to explore their creativity'. '\cedlcss to say, the 
Uni\'ersity still needs a long way to go to compete with the 
world's top institution<;. 

Although some have blamed the methodology behind 
India's poor performance, it does not put up a strong argument. 
One of the surveys, QS, measures insriruu:s on six indicators 

\\'ith 40 per cent "cightagc to academic reputation, 10 per 
cent to employer reputation survey, 20 percent to citation<; per 

faculty. 20 per cent to facu lty 
student ratio and 5 per cent 
to propnrt ion o1 internal ionnl 
students and raculty each. 

rhis is not the fir!>t time 
that the lnd1an unhl·rsitics 
h,l\e come under st.tnner. 
Altl'r a simi lar roor sho\\ mg 
in till· surveys last year, the 
the n ll uman Re . ..,ou n:c 
l"h:' clnpmcm Mi n i . ..,tn 1\api I 
Sih.1l had sl.unmed the 
h1glwreducation ">'"tem He 
l.lllll'ntcd that they were not 
rnm ard looking. lollnwed 
arlhaie ed ucation sy ... tcm 
and were nOL ur w date. 

Students at Delhi University 

lienee. the cd ucat ion 
system i.., nnt the only f.lcwr 
A second pn..,..,ihle factor for 
the l .lil u r~· of I ntli .1n 
institutcs is the poli ticisnLinn 
of t ill· ·"}'Stem. The select inns 
of \'i<.l' chanccllnn .. hcwmc 
.1 tnpiL ol huge pnlitiL.d 
cnntcminn and a numhcr nl 
cdut.lllnn hill..., arc stalled in 
the rarl lal11l'nt as a resu lt 

--- ol int er party co nllict...,. 

t\ nd quite trul}'. Indian cducatilll1 in . ..,titutes ha,·c very lit t le 
tn "rite home about thi!> year as \\cl l with their dismal 
rcrformancc. Out of the t \\'0 ... urve}'S, in Qu;tcqu;m:lli Spnond ... 
(QS) world univcrs1t y r.mkings Ill Oclhi .md Il l Bomha} \\'crc 
thl two to ha,·c acquired the highest pol->itions. But at 21R'h and 
22"i' 11 posit ions they were placed fa r hchintl many other 
l'Ol ll1 trics. Two or India's most reputed univcrsitiCI<, the 
University of De lhi and the Uni\'c r~ity of \1umbai ~<tood 
embarrassingly at 39R'h and 578'h position. Il l Kharagpur stood 
at the 23-lrh. lrl Bombay at the 258'h pns1llnn in the Timcc; 
lligher Education sur\'cy. 

So, what causes rhc Indian U nivcrsi t ics producing a bad 
'report card' every year? 

l:irstly, they arc without a doubt fa iling ro keep up pace 
with the ncccls and the expectat ions of the modern world. They 
~till follow an out of date c;yc;tcm. \Vhilc good universities in 
man}' other countries do focus on an overall understanding of 
issues with practical implcmentation,uni\'ersitics in lnclia ha\'C 
not movcdoutof the traditional thrust on 'bookish knowledge'. 
Take University of Delhi for example. Although the course is 
rc\'ised every few years, the revision is of very I ittle significance 
as huge changes arc a\'oided and the content remains the 
same. Said an undergraduate, in an era of interactive learnings, 
there are hardly any presentations made, no lesson on how to 

practically implement the ideas learnt in classes and very fc\\ 
interactive sessions >vith the professors.' Adds another, 'the 

'Institutions in the US and other foreign countries hoast nl 
academic freedom hut there is no political autonomy fnr 
running the edut.ttinnal instates in lnth.t.' says Prof. R 1-. 
1-.,tle, \ icc Chancellor, C cntral Uni\'l:rsityof Gujarar. Although 

l'>trikes and closure of col leges as a shn" ol protest is nnr 
practiced, the insti tutions become an integral pan in the 
country's poli tics. One recent case was the conJUct with Ill ' 

1-.anpur and the II R I) rcgurcling the conduct of entrance te'\t 
"hich ultimatd} gor dragged to the court. h.lucation pundits 
comment rhar as long .1s institute.., get embroiled in suth 
connicts, they would nnt be able w excel. 

Professors aL">l1 complain that the un iversities in I ntlia 
receive very I in le grants from the govcrnmcm and arc usually 
under fuoclcd. On the other hand, student.-. complain of many 
teachers not being good enough to prepare their pupil w 
compete\\ ith student'> of I \'Y league college'> \\'ho smcly under 
professors with global reputation and international award 
winning qualit ies. Said Nikhil Sinh.1, \'C of Shiv '.;aclar 
Unj,•crsity, 'lnstilLilC'> inlndia do not do the research qunntity 
wise or quality wi-,c. This makes it difficu lt for them to figu re 
in the (top world) rankin)]s'. 

Aiming to be a super power in the coming years along\\ ith 
China, [ncl.ia would nor be able ro do SO\\ irhout a major ovcrhau l 
of its education system and impro' ing the quality of 
education.• 
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IT WATCH 

Is That A Smart Phone? 
From industrialist R<ljendm Khetan l.O banker A nil Slwh, smart phones 

arc seen in the hands of many 

By DFBESH ADIIIKARI 

I rhonc '5, the latc>.t \'Cn,ion o[ l 
phone fTom the Apple Company, recently 
hit the global market. ,\]though I phone 
'5 1s still not officially rdea'>cd in Nepal. 
the excitement uhout it is sti II \'cry high. 
"imilarly Samsung (,alaxy phones. 
pn\\'ered b} Gnoglc'-, \ndroid np~.r.tting 
'i)'!-.tem, ha\'1.: .dso been m the rnp pnoriry 
nl the comJn\111 penpk as they arc 
rd.tti"cl)' chL-.tpcr th.mthe I ph11nc., and 
p1\l\ tdc nun} feature-. ttl comp~:te "ith 
t he ri\'al Apple. Nnk1.t seems tn he 
gett ing behind in the race tll lilllart 
phnnes, alt hnugh it h,t., he~:n 1. Oll!o.t,tntly 
n11111n~ up with nc" .tnd imprmed 
phones LO attract the people. 

Sm.ut phones arc p,rowing in 
pnpubrit} l , ·en Ill Nq1.tl . Hen -.tutknrs. 
professionals or n:llred people, 
cwryhody want.s to own .t smart handset. 
So whar is Llw main l"l.'.t..,on lm o,uc.;h a 

TECHNOLOGY 

demands for such cxrcnsive phones arc 
also high. 

Smart phones not only pro,·ide 
extensive options and supports but arc 
also dcwecl as a smtus symbol in our 
~ociety. 

"Smart rhones arc not just used for 
their features but they also represent 
SlalUS nO\\',tdays. l"ccbnoJogy onJ)' gets 

grn\\'ing pnpul,trit)' nf .,m,lrl phnnes in,, Anil Shah _ _ _ 

dl'vclnp ing c·nuntr) l1ke tlLI.'~" whcr~: hccn alkctcd hy t he cra::c nf ,..,mart suctesslu l if it puts pcnph: fir-.t. nkia 

tcthnolop,y .,t iII keeps many nil hnunds? phone.'>. 1 he more surprisi np, htc t is that phones pnwcrcJ hy l'vl icrosnf t npcraring 

I he mam rc.tsnn fort he popul.trit )'of e\·en people 1 rom man} rclauvcly rural "}'"tern" .lrc· popular hec,mse LIK) put the 

.,m,trt phone-. is rooted 111 the addiction ,trcas arc seen with ,l smart phnnc in people lir-.,t and mhL·r rhing.., ..,ccnnd," 

nl penplc towards sm: ial media si LeR. hand. said Al len Bailochan ·r uladhar, Cou ntry 

Pcnplc w,tnt L\lusc sm ial nennwks <my "One ol the main reasons nl such Director, 'vlicro'>oft lnnn\'atinn Center 

tunetti-.po.,-.,ihlcandnowad,t)severy pcnctrutinnnfsmartphnne<>h,1-.hccnthe Nepal, .tt a prc-.,enrarinn at \pcx 

smart phone iscyuipp~:d with integr.ttcd high fn 1·~: i gn em ployment rate. College. 

suppnrt lor sndal networking sires. . Nowadays every new phone is a smart "Out• tn w ide· range ol ava ilahk 

,\ccordinp, to Faccbook, the rate ol phone, so people "ho go ahroad come feature-. and to keep up lll date with 

gnmthinmnhilcusagenfFacehnokwill haeb\ith..,martphone..,nrsendtttotheir modern tcchnolnAics, I'm using .1 

exceed the growth in usage through famil ies,~ said an analyst. Samsung (-;ataxy mobile phone. As al l 

personal wmputers for the forcsceabk Fvcn the local selling rate ol ~mart modern smart phones arc equipped with 

future. The usage of I ace book through phones ic, ,·cry high and .tccordmg to the \\ircless technologies, it al!'.o helps me 

mobile phones is rbi ng even in the mobile ph nne retailers of New Road, to connect ro my friend!'. and fam ily using 

dcvelopi n ~ cou ncric& like in t he ncarlycveryonewho visitsrheirstores Facebookandlcanstaycon necteclwith 

developed countries. wants a smart phone. them no maucr where !' m, pi us I use it 

People\\ .tnt to Sl<l}' connected with "I can listen to songs, watch movies, whenever I'm bored or when there is no 

others all the time and nlso give updates bro'vvse internet, read eBooks, edit text electricity. play with it, listen to song:-; 

on their locational i nfnrmation along documents, play games and U!'ie many and do many more things," said Bijay 

"ith general other upd.ttcs. .tpps along with other general features, Bhandari, an engineering Student. 

Anil l<eshar)' Shah, CEO of Mega 'iO why wouldn't anyone want a smart Gone .trcche days when people used 

bank, is often found upclari ng his phone?" said a smdent. to carry mobile pho nes only for the 

htccbook status using a smart phone. The selling of smart phone is not purposeofmakingcallsorscndingtexts. 

Rajendra k.hctan, Chairman of Khetan rcsaicted b} irs price. Applc'c, phones The new mobile phones offer people 

Group, is another example in rhe long generally cost more thau SO rhousanJ much more than just the bland voice 

list of prominent figures rhat usc smart rupees and Lhe latest galaxies are also connection. Smart phones arc becoming 

phones to upclatc their social networking available in the similar range in the grey much more than that, or just rhc devices 

status. mobile market of the country and the to usc social media.• 
Not just cdebritie~>. but so many have 
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GLOBAL DEVELOPMENT NETWORK 

Knowledge Sharing 
E.;-: peres ;we/ pollcymal<ers from Sow:h Asi<1 have stressed the need co accelerate 
policy reforms in the agriculwrc sector 

13y KES HAB POUDEL, in Colombo 

agriculture patterns in South Asia are 
shifting from merely a subsistence base 
to commercial production. 

One of the major advantages of South 
Asia is the availabiliLy of water for 
irrigation antl the climatic ' 'ariations. 
Despite these benefits, one of the grim 
realities about South Asia is that the 
countries or the region arc facing 
troul1 le in addrcssin~ t he long tcr~1 
challenge to food security. 

FX[)ertR d iscussed \'arious papers 
p resented at t he regional workshor on 
Agricultura l Po licy in suh Sa hara n 
Africa and South Asia, organi=ecl hy t he 
Globa l Developme nt Network. an 
il1dcpcntlcm international organization 
rcgi-':iLercd in New Delhi. Papers were 
presented covering agclcuJLUral pricing 
and pubHc procurement, irrigalion and 
vvater usc diicicncy, improvi ng Lhc 
dfcct ivcnc:.s, cfl'it:icncy and 
sustai nabil ity of [c rti U=cr usc, m;u1aging 
agr icu I tu ra l com mercia! ization for 
incl usive growth and add ressing t he 
long term c hallenges to food security 
and rural livelihoods. 

" I nvcstmcnt in agriculture and rural 
livel ihoods must be a priority for South 
Asia in order to meet t he c hallenges of 
food i nsccu ri ty in the coming years. 

lf t he recenr t re nd of agricu lt ure ''Th is Joss in prod uct ion of paddy by Attcnti'on s hould be paicl m Fi nancial 
production is any indication, Nepal is 720,000tons(or432,000LOnsoJ mi llcd investme nt, enab ling s ma ll scale 
ddi.nitc.ly go.ing tO face a food crisis in rice) and maize by 164,000 mns (l3J,OOO producers to participate in markets 
the com ing years. Acute s ho rtage of tons in ed ible staLe) w ill eventually lead a llowing t hem co manage r isk more 
ferLUizcrsand pro.longeddrought during co a loss of 563,000 tons of net ed ible e ffect ively," sa id K.S. Kav i Kumar, 
the plantacion season are going to infl ict foods t hi s yea r," sa id spokesperson p rofesso r at Mad ras Sc bool of 
a loss in t he producrion, amoun ting to Pathak. Food demand will reach 5.3 Cconomics, in his rescarcb paper on 
563,000 tons of edible foods this year. millio n tons a nd t he key prod ucer add ressing long term challenges to [ood 

According l o spokesp erson of t he districts reported less than 65 percent security and rural livelihoods in South 

Mi nistry of Agriculture Development plantation and production area decline Asia. 
Prabhal<ar Pat hak , rhe producti.on of by 140,000 hectares. "The studies undertaken by GDN have 
paddy and maize is likely ro fall by 14.2 Acco rd ing to rh e Ministry of not focused o n the uniquen ess of 
percen t and 10 percenr respectiveJy Agriculture and Develop ment, t bis loss Nepal's experience in pro poor 
compared to the corresponding figm es in product ion of p addy and maize is com mercializatiOL1 of agr iculture. 
of last year. serious. However, the findings of t he study will 

T his is th e ind ication of t he Nepal is not alone to sec the fall in bc rdcvanttocoopcrativcsrbathavcgonc 
preliminary report on thdood ou tpu tfor the a gri cu 1 t u re prod u e t ion d.u e to to a very b.igh scale of commcrcializati.on, 
2012/B. s hortage of f ertilizc r and rain. Other e.g. cooperatives i.n Sidhuwa ofDhanJzura 

The report suggests that t he co tal South Asian coun t ries of the region are d istrict ," sa.id Bharat Prasad Upacli1yaya, 
paddy output is expected to drop by faci ng similar sit uations. exccuti ve director of CEAPRED, t aking 
720,000 tons this year compared to 5.07 South Asian Experiences part in the discussion. 
million tons-alJ time high production South Asia has all kinds of potentials "CEAPRED encourages the 
- recorded last year. Lik ewise, maize co produce enough food ro meet t he beneficiaries to for m a cooperative, and 
product ion is anticipated to drop by requ ired demands of t he population . usually phasesout irs intcrvenrions after 
around 164,000 tons due to insufficient Due to the h igh economic growth, rapid the cooperatives arc trained and made 
rain.Cali during the fanning season. urban izat ion and liberalized trade, self~operating. This has b een a 
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sustai nablc ·way of ending the program." 
1\lcpalcse officials arrributecl the drop 

in production prospects to sc,·ere 
shortage of chemica l fertilizers during 
p lamm ion season nncllong spell of 
drought along '' ith insufficient 
irrigation facility in the fall of prnduction 
in this session. 

GDN researchers also held the view 
that the time has come to clc\'dnp ways 
for cff!Licnt management of warcr and 
the need to make the a\·ai labi lity of 
fcrtlli::e rs during the paddy session. 
"Dr.:spite availability nf ,·arious -.ourccs 
of\\ .Iter, large numbers of farmer~ ..,til1 
rely on the rain for thei r proclucuon. The 
t im~.: has come Lo take policy dec is ion 
on wate r marketing," '>aid llr. i\li 
1-l;ts.tnatn, L1hore Lnin.:r..,ity of 
\ !.magcmL'nl Scicm:e..,, Pakist,m, 111 his 
paper nn I rr igatinn and wmcr usc 
clficicnq'. 

Tlw ust·nf fcruli;:cr i.., \cry npminal in 
South ,\sia, In<.:luding NLp.d. "l he 
current patlern ol u~-oc with heavy rdiancc 
on nit rogenous ftrtili;:tT r.:oupktl with 
poor nutrition m.tnagcment, l.1ck of 
C~)mpkmentar)' mput..,, declining soil 
rcn il ity and weak marketi ng anc.l 
tlistri hut ion systems, "said t\ lu-.tafa K. 
1\ lujr.:ri, Bangbtksh Institute of 
ncvclnpmenL Studte .... in lw. p.lper on 
1 mprnvi ng the Hku i v~:ness, 1 lliL iency 
and Sustainability nl l"crtili=L·r Usc in 
Snut h ,\ '>i.t. 

~I he paper focu~ed on adch·..,~mg the 
paucity nf gcn ui nr.: devclopi ng eoumry 
per&pe~.:t i vcs not on I y nn glohal i,<,sucs 
but even quintc:s..,cntia ll )' the local 
den:lopment problems such ·"' those 
relat ed to agricultural and rural 
deve lopment," .;a itl Tuh in Sen. lead 
.srratcgbt, Global Development Net work. 

"Dc:'>tgned as a poliC}' research project, 
it seeks to enrich the body of knowledge 
related to agri culture issues. The 
rescar~.:h papers prc<.,cnted here explore 
innovative ways of bridging the research 
and policy gap,~ said project director 
George Mavratas. 

At a time when the countries of the 
region lack broad based agriculture 
policies and research, GDl\J's research 
findings will help to formu late a long 
term pol icy on agricul ture and food 
security. • 

AGRICULTURE 

Pro-Poor Commercialization 
By BHARAT P. UPADHYA Y 

Nepa lese agriculture is 
predominantly charactcri::ed by snMil 
holders; the.· national average ofholdi ng 
size is 0.8 ha. A hnut two thi rds of the 
households h<IVC a farm si::c nf 0.5 ha or 
k'>s Tllis neLcssJtares looking for an 
appropriat~: \'alue chain mm.lcl in favl w 
nl thcpoorfarmers. CF.1\PR~D,bc i ng 
a pro poor focused dl.'\'clopmcnt 
organi::ation, Ius hl'en .tdnpting the 
strategies towards making market lor 
thl.' poor :>i ncc its inc:cpttnn in 1991 -
22 years .1gn 

The salient katurcs of tlw, approaL h 
have been th ~· l'nl lowing: 

f\'lnhilbuinn of Hel l hdpgroup..,ol 
l.trmcr~ nrg.tni=cd t11 unckrt.tke 
c:ommerci.tl farming ~·nttrpri~-.~.·-.,mn..,tly 
related to hiAh vnlucagric u lt ~t rc,such 
,1s niT season vcgcrahks, vcget.1hk 
"L'etls (for l.llld based inti.TYl.'ntions), 
and small li\'estnck (ptp;gery,goat lor 
nnn l.1nd based int erve ntions). 
DcpLnc.l ing on the '" .til.th le lnL.d 
natural rcsnuru.:s and potential.,, 
Ll1 tlrprises arc se lcucd by thL· 
henl.'ficiarics, and they arL' trained in 
t hL area~ oft hci r interest 

Capacit)' in term., of leadership 
developmen t , organi::ationa l and 
business management and tc<.:hnologics 
is c.lcvclnped. 

Commcn.1al produc tion thus 
achieved is li nked to markets through 
community manaQ;cd coUecLinn centers 

where traders and reprcsent,lth·es of 
producer<. (commonly through 
cooperatives) negnti.tte [or price and 
then sdl. 

Collection centers are modec;tly 
equipped "ith nurket inform.uion 
system, book keeping of qu<tntil.) of 
products hy fanners and the price at 
\\ hich the: product was sold. 

Depending on tbl' volume ol rradc, 
the collection centers run cbily or for 
c.ldincd days in the\\ eel< (uo;mll y 2 3 
tunc'> 111 ,t \\'Cck) I nclerc; come to 
collcctionLentcrs nnt he specir~t·d day 
to uplnatlt he produns. 

Cl APRFD cnr.:nuragl'., the 
hcnt fll.t.tril:-. tn form,\ cnopt·rat i,·~_, .md 
usually pluses mtt its intl'rwntions 
after t iK· c.:nnpcrativl.'s nrc cnd1lcd and 
made sd l operating This has hL·en J 

susrain.1hk" ,l) of ending thL prngr.un. 
·1 he studies undcnakcn hy GDN 

have nnt focus~.:d 011 th is un iqueness nf 
Nepal'.., cxpc rtcncL in prn poor 
comm~.:t'C iali::atinn nf agnudture. 
l lo\\ l'V\.'1, t hL findings nl the study will 
he relevant ro cooperatives that have 
gone tn a 'cry h1gh sc.1k of 
com men ializarion q~. cooperatt\'C in 
Siclhuwa nf Dhankuta district. 

(Upadhyay<l iSC)\c.'cuti\'Cdircctor 
of Cl·APR ED. I ·xccrpts of his 
statem ent based on his obscrvmion 
in tl1e •..vorl<shop.) 

Brigadier General Sharma Appointed 
Spokesperson ofNepal Army 

epal Army has appointed Rrigadicr General 
Suresh Sharma as spokesperson of '\fcpal Army. 
According to the press rc:lease of Nepal Af'lly, 

earlier the posit ion was held hy Brigadier General 
Raminclra CILhctJi who scr\'cd more thm1 six years 

as spokesperson. 
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A City Not Nurtured 
I \\'as on my\\'<\)' back home when I 

on~rhearcl t '''0 people talking inside the 
1werly stuffed Safa lcmfJo. From what I 
gathered, they came to k.nrhmandu afrer 
n:lcbrating the DcrslwiH{cstival in thci r 
ho111cs outside the vallcy.,One was new 
to the city. So, the other wa~ explain ing 
to the nc\\'comer hn" he had to be on 
t imc .lt work \\'hit h st;trrcd at 6 eH'r) 
morning. lle was gh rng din:ctions as to 

hm\ Ln get to a partk:ular place in the 
ci ty. tvlnre or less, it was a nne ::,ided 
con\'crsatic'lllln which the listener merl'iy 
nodded and grunted or groaned on the 
hump) road. 

It then occurred to me hem m.tny 
)'11ltng people likL him ~.um to the (ll)' 
to lind jnhs and ;tn:nnunntl.ttinn only to 
he tlisappointcd hy the city, sn 
un\\ elt:nmi ng and unm,tnap,ed. The 
\'alky is hnme Lo nearly ..J mill inn people, 
"hn ha\ L learnt the lurd \\ ay l0 shut Ltp 

.md II\ L \\ nh \\ hatC\'L'r mc.tga supply nr 
"at~.:r. L'b.:tm:ny, rn.td ~.:duutticm .111d 
Jnh11ppnnunity "as"' ail.thlc. ,\nd whik 
1 hL Ill'\\' entran t" initial ly st n tgglcd to 

li t tnt11 the fa iled l'i t )', they make it a 

rout inc to cl11 so in the longer run. 
Ccntrali=atinn i.., a m.tjor culprit in 

-til thi.., l he policic.., \\ere mack in th~· 
c.:uucr, .mel propc.:r a~: lion~-> w incorporate 
mnre people nc,cr happened. I hi.., 
resu lted in an un planned city, ho~ting 

clustered and hapha=ard houses, narrow 
gal/irs and roads, and lack of evcryt h i ng 
!rom drinldng water, petrol to sidewa lk 
... p.tce. Despite unplanned clusters, 
o.,k) rocketing price of Drrct Blwda and rhe 
unfriend ly atti tude of C.lwrpc11is, the 
commoners have no mherchoicc than to 

cnmi nue their lives in the city. The city 
evolved into \-vhnr iris and what remains 
I rom its past is only rhc reminiscences 
of the olc.lcr gencr.ltion-,. 

This act of centr.tli=.tlion again failed 
rn prnvic.le any opportunity to people 
outside the capiml. l hey had, and sri II 
have, nothing in thei r hands and around 
thc.:m \\'hich tal lies" ith what they heard 
f rnmtheirrelatives clo.,ewherc. They then 
make their way into the capital again to 

hl f rustratec.l b) the lack of hospitality 
the Cit)' offers. Ho\\C\Cr, they ha,·e no 

other choice than to come to the capital, 
be it ror better medical treatment, better 

education or a case hearing in the 
Supreme Court. 

In all its effort'> to he hospitable, the 
capital fails. \\' ith <l \'cry d isgruntled 
poli t ical people and an unsatisfactory 
pol it icaJ chaos, the citi::ensbecomc the 
poor victims. fvery stri kc, political or 
orhendse, doc-; noth ing to imprm e the 
already \'ery weak dail) situation nf 
commoners. Rtse in prices tn 
una\',tilability nl rrano.,port pose as 
p rnhlems noL t n mention closed 
l'd ucation ins t itut inns and nnorhcr day 
nl grueling walki ng tn office. 

In their run to he ahn\'c each other, 

11 nnt reali::c or 
neglect the everyday problems h) 
the normal pcopk I lad not it been so, 
there "ould luve hl·cn loads of 
tmprovcmcnr on drinking water, roads 
anti electricity prob lems. It is j ust 
hecausc we arc doci lc that load shedding 
is a sol\'ecJ solution. ll ad the population 
hcen somewhat aggressh'c and able to 

force rhe authorities to improve the 
... en ices, we would not h.tw been li\1ng 
in a faikd dcmocr.1ric system. The same 

appl ics in case of dumping waste and 
sewage imo rivers in the city, another 
aspect of a failed management. Thank'i 
tn mismanagement in the 
mun ici palitics, srri kc~-> or other\\ ise, solid 
\\ .tstes remain on rhe major streets for 
d.tys, further .tggra\,tting health and 
sanitation of the city d\\'cllcrs. 

By ADITI A R YA I. 

The rraffic is again a!> hapha::arcl as 
the unplanned concrete mass 
flourishing in the city. The arra} of 
vehicJes makes a commute very difficult. 
Though prh•ate veh ide owners show some 
sensibleness, t he public vehicle d rivers 
and cond uctors show no mercy to other 
rnad users or an}' reo.,pect lO the traffic 
rule enforcers. The !>,line goes for the 
pcth:striam, crnssi ng the street., or 
\\'alking on the "rnng side just as they 
\\'ant to; the stray animals knov\' to stick 
tn t hci r side! 

These glimpse~> of a city so den..,dy 
populated and cnngestcd cln not reOcLL 

anyt ing more t an a city 
rccciw nurture ;t<., it requ ired. A cit)' 
people piled up thc1rdrl·ams on, butt he 
nne c., in pm\ cr Ill'\ cr lll<ldl' approprt<ltL 
steps tn let them fullillthcirdrcam .... I he 
ones "ho could get a \\'ay did ~>O •t long 
ri me back, and those remain ing here 
dwell and depend ~tpnn t heir laded 
l\athmandu dreams, hoping and 
beJic,ing them to be true !>Ome time. 

I recall a tnuri'>t tdhng me .lt rhe 
departure lounge tn Tribhm an 
In tcrnational t\ i rp11rt a couple of year . .., 
hack, "You r cit y;., so beautiful, but it io.; 

so badly managed , I felt like I was 
\\'alking through the open sewage." Is 
anyone in the pnlirical circles lhtcning 
and gettingscriou.., .thout c;trengthening 
the municipaltties "ith people's 
representatives?• 
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MOVIE REVIEW 

Sky fall , J amt·s Bond 
Damd C rat~ rem.um-. Bond incarnate in the new james 

Bond film Skyl.11l "hit h '"often d.t:::::ling and al\\'ays audacious 

**** M.Jamc-. Rnnd will n:turn" prom1"e the closing credits of 
.thno-.t cn~r> film in the 0()7 franchise Yes. but in "hat form? 
Sa ;t.o., ide the ... aie!->·.., pulp} orthodoxies the ears. the guns, 
the dame-. and l.tn I leming'., secret agent is something or 
a c.hamelcnn. either hlcndmg in \\ ith or cashing in on the 
mm·ic cra:::e du jour. I hink 11f \lonnra ker, ru ... hcc.l in to 
production after Star \\'ar-. tonk p11pul,tr cinema into orbit, or 
l ivc .md l l·t J)k, l'x plnit ing hl.lxplni tation, or t he nvitchy, 
un~mi l in g Quan t um 11l So lace, Bo nd's latter clay 
Bou mdk•ll inn. 

Skyfall, tlw nlt cn da::_l ing. alwi\ys audacious new entry 
tl m't'll:d hy Sam ~kntl cs, is 1111 dilfcren t. l ~or better or worse we 
liw in t he .tgc nl t he sLl perhern, .1nd sn t\ lcncks's film is less 

h.1 rd hlll kd spy sag.1 tlun hi b-.tt:ri ng comic hook ~.:scapadc. 
I"IK tl·mplatc ht:rl' i-. Ch rbtnph~.:r N,llnn\ I hl· nark !\night, ,1 
fi lm IIML ha-, almnM "inglch.mded l>• r~.:cnn ligu rl·d t he mP<.k rn 
hlo<.:khusLcr since its 2008 tTk asc, \\ hen l l left Quant um of 
s ,)lat:c hnhhi ng in its w.d<l'. 

llan id Cntip, remain' 1\nnd incarn.ttc, <tl t hnugh six years 
on lmm ( ao., ino Rn>•ak Ill' has become som~o:Lhing more than a 
hr;twny ctpher. I hcrl·'s a warmth tn his banter with pretty fid el 

ENTERTAlNTMENT 

MOVIE PREVIEW 

T alaash (2012) 
Director: ReemaK.agti 
Stars: \.tmtr 1\.han. 

1-.:areen.tJ..:apoor ,md Rani \ lukcrji 
and other<o 

\ cop, .1 hnuse\\ tfc ,tnd ,1 

pros t itute get cnt,lnglctl in .1 

my<,tery th•tt links Lh~:tr lives in 
unexpected wa>'"· 

The Twilight Saga: 
Breaking 
Dawn --- Part2 
(2012) 

Altl·rthd11rthnl Rl'l1l'"ml·c, 
the Culkn-.p,.u hl-rntha' .unpirl 
d,tn., Ill order 111 prot ell thl· ( hild 
lrnm.ll.li-.c .tlkg.utnn th.n put... 
the Lundy in lnmtnlth1.. \ nltun. 

11ircdnt .. Bill Condon 
\Vritcr-. t\lclt-.-..1 R1)scnherg ( ... crc~..npl.ly) . Stlphcnie 

~lc>cr (nmd) 
St,lrs. J.-n-.lll1 <;tL\\ .lit, Rnhcrt Patt insnn .111d Tar lor L autm:r 

and nthns 

JABTAKHAIJAAN 
Director: Yash Chnpm 

\VritlT": Devikallhag<~l oc;·-------
(sncc npln y). ;\dit ya 
C hnpm (scrvl·npla>') 

Stnrs: Shah Rukh I\ han, 
1\atrina 1,,dl and 1\nu . ..,hka 
Sharma 

l 1-w (Nanm ic l l.lrri-. ), the one liners make a tentative 
urn, anti we even learn .tbnut t hc los;. of Bond's parents· the Yash Raj l•ilms 

must h ,I\ 'C had: sLM} lor thic; o.,cason's confiictcd superhL·ro. prese nt s j ,\ R l 1\ 1\ II AI 
1\ical Pun·i-., Robert \\'ac.le and John Logan's sc ript }\AN, .1 roman tic movie, directed by late Yash Chopra and 

cnnstanrly remind ... u ... Bond's physical prowess bon the\\ anc, produced h} his <>On \ diy,l Chopra. The film stars Shahrukh 
hut hi» ,·erhal sparnng, both with \ 1 and nc\\ foe Raoul Silva Khan, 1\at rina K.atf .md \nu<.hk.l Sharma in lead roles.\ \'bile 
U•n-ier Bardem). a former agl·nt turned vengeful computer SRK and Kat rina Kaif pair up lor the first time rbrougb thb. 
h.1ekcr. i!. nimbler than ever 

£ilm. it is a second coll.tboration of Sh,thrukh&Anusb.ka after Sih·a i~ almo~t a., inscrutable a<. The Dark Kni~ht's Joker 
himself· B.trdem's lip licking!} camp turn makes him the RAB '\E BAI\!,\ DIJODI. 
oddest Bond' ill,tin since the Roger :-. loore era, and his nicotine The mO\ ic is about an ex army man (SRK). leading a 
h.tir flop!-> quca<.ily 0\'er hi<. forehead in a way that calls to double Lik in london, and must choose between his wife and 
mind .Julian As!>angc. By acknowledging the rise of muse. 
cvhcncrrnrism in rhe same way t\olan pla>•cd on the \ Nest's This is SRK's founh film w ith the legendary director and it 
new \'ll l nerahil iL )' i 11 the wake of 9/U, SkyfctU i<. a Bond film for also marks the retu rn of Yash Chopra as a director after eight 
the Anonymous generation. 

"vVe don't go in for explod ing pens any more," qui p;, a years, post VEE R ZAARA which released in 2004. 
fas hionab ly w uslccl Q ( Ben Whi~haw). t\or do audiences, The music of the fi lm is composed by A.R. Rahman and 
ancl I suspecr Skyrall will he a stratospheric hit. the lyrics w ritten by Gub:tr. The film is scheduled to rdease 

(Courtesy: The Telegraph) on l3 November, 2012, i.e. during Diwali .• 
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TRANSITIONAL JUSTICE 

Bill related To Special Economic Zones, 2065 
The concept of Special Economic 

Zone means defining certain regions and 
gi\' ing it special tax sub:-; idics, fL1 lly 
fac ilitated buildings a nd ph ysical 
infrastructure<; with all necessary 
sen-ices, providing neceF>sary procedural 
SC I'\ icc sy~>tcms through a l)llc door 
system, e-;tabli<>hing an export oriented 
industry and imporring Fill and mndcrn 
apprnpriatc production technology. 
l:..'<plTienccs from ,·ariouo.; count ries ha\'e 
shovv·n that SLZ can he c~tahl i shctl in 
an area thousands of square km wide or 
e\'cn jusL .1 fc\v acres. Likewise i ncl ustrics 
with full fnrdp;n owncr.ship nr also with 
jnint inve-;tmcnt arc also fo und in SI·Z. 

Sl·Zs have manufacLLiring indu.stric'i, 
murism, cnterrainment, ban ki np; scrvicc.c, 
among others. In .-.nme SI--Z all of the 
above mcnLionetl professions nrc found 
whi le in others on ly one lW I imitec.ILypes 
l)f bw.,inesscs may he al klwccl. China, 
Ind ia and other ~rnw i np; ;\sian 
ccn iH)I11ics ha,·e all exe rc ised t he 
cnnc.:ept of S LZ as a ncv\' orportun it y fo r 
p,mwth. 
Ol~jcctivc and Reasnn 

l'hc fact that this hi ll is hcing m:~de 
t\l csmhlish Spccial l~cnnnmic Zones, 
pnwiclc spcci:'\1 facili ties and subsidies 
tn inc.lusrries established in such SI:Zs 
in order ro aid in the social and fi nancial 
g rowth of the cn uncry thro ug h 
industrialization is c n rhus i a~ c i c. 

Although phys ical in lrastructurcs 
necessary for an SI:Z has already hccn 
completed si nce a long time in 
8h.ti l'ahaw a, land has already hee n 
acquired in Paanchkhal, initial sntclies 
tn est::tblis h srz in kakaclvina and 
Dhangacli have already been cat-ricd out, 
exu."nsive surveys have already been 
carried out in Tri .s huli , Juml a, and 
13irarnagar, nnd steps taken to transform 
the current inclusrrial ::one in Rajhiraj 
to,\ SEZ, due m the lack of an Act there 
is seen to be a lack of commitment as 
\\ell as a government poli cy in thib 
tlirel'lion. As S[Zs main ly focus on 
export market and the i1westments in 
ph ysical infrastructure as well as 
iodusny and business is very large, it [s 
Ml only this Act that is needed but also 
necessary che commitment. I he Acts 
provisions have been analyzed as per thjs 
condition. 

Provided System 
T n this Bill analyzing the provisions 

related to the provided system '"'here 
there arc 54 Articles, 17proYisions have 
~appoi nted or as appointed~ in them. 
Before this there were no SEZs in N~pal 
nr any provisions for such, and even until 
a few ycarr, back this was a relatively new 
subject in the financial sector, and 
neither were there any provisions related 
tn it in mhcr financia l, industrial Acts 
0r laws. As this is comi ng up as a ne,·\ 
concept dunugh n ~:>pec i al /\n and 
decision~ regarding prncticol matters 
when implementing tlw hi ll wil l have rn 
he taken on time, the rrovisimis rhat an: 
appni ntcc.l hy the Nl·p;1l government can 
hen linlc prao-ical.l lc1\\ ever t hi e:; can alsli 
pnnray rhc Act~-o 11nwisirms as unclear, 
cl1Jngcahlc, and roo nffcctcd hy 
e:-<ecuL ivc decisions. ·1 hi~ might lea,l ro 
im cstors hcing uncertain nnd tk·cisinn 
mnkcrs in the govern ment agencies 
under pressure to thange al l the time. 
In nrdcr m giv~ the d:trity ~1nd tht: stable 
i nve:-;tmcnt en vi ron nwnr neccss:u·y few 
i 1westnrs as wel l as gnvcrn1ncnt agcm.ics 
these rrnvisinns needed tn be defined as 
far as P'lssihlc. 
3. Preamble 

l'hc moti vc of establishing S I :Zs is 
nnt just to t.::<tentl the pr<)cesr., nf 
i nduscrial izarinn hut also tl1 prnmote 
ex port. ;\s the major objective l1f 
investment in this s~eLOr is Lll export iL 
might· be ncccc;sa ry to acl "export 
promotion" in the preamhk as well. 
4. Article 5 prepare a list of 
industries 

1 h~ re arc two dHferent opiD i(1n s 
regard ing preparing a list of industries 
that can or cannot be established in 
S[Zs. The f'irst is that the SEZ authllfiLy 
it:.;ell prepares a list of industries and 
updates it from time lO time. The second 
way is to prepare a list ol industries th,tL 
cannot be establ ished uuc to the currcnr 
Acts, la\\ S, financial at1d social 
environment ol the cnumry ttt1tl other 
issues and lea vc everything else as open. 
Looking at the current industrial climate 
in Lhc country, while preparing the 
second (exclusion li!:>t) tbere is no 
possibility of keeping some sectors as 
probable for opening. The authority musr 
thcrdorc periodically study the current 

financial and industrial siruation and 
prepare an updated Hst to encourage the 
i nvcstment environment. 

I [0\vcvcr subsection 3 and 8 of Article 
7 al lows for the investor to propose 
industries that arc excluded from the li&t 
or trent such as heing in the lisr. The 
adoption of this principle means that a 
very lle:i:ihlc ar proach has been l<tken 
\Yhik creating the industry list. It ib wcmh 
q uesri oning how flexible the 
prcconrcivccl estim<tlc .tnd base v\ as 

while cstahl ish inp, a S[Z ~t fter exLcnsi\'l' 
:,tuclk« b)' qualiricd co nsu ltants. 
I herdnrc instead of adopting '>0 much 
flc\ ihili t>' \\ hilc pn:paring the list il 
mi~ht ht.· more prattkal lor t l1l authority 
to not change the li'>L of prohahiliLics for 
at kast five year'> Provision" mu:;t he kcpl 
in the An m redC\\ the li.'il C\cry fivcy,.,ar.'>. 

Artklc 7 - Pnwision rcl~~tcd to 
permit papers 

Sl Zs established under subsection9 
of i\ rt ide 7 provides rnr the I10SSi hi I il >'of 
industries csrahli,;lwd oursicl~· the area 
m cnnw i nsidc 1 he S I Z aL tracrl·d hy t h~ 
serdces and lndlitics available "i thin 
the area. ·1 hi .'> might rai.'-;C i.<.,SUt.:s of 
invctmncm in rclncnrinn,limicalions of 
t he S I.Z, q w:.-s tion s nr prnd u ~· t i\•i L y 
beh ind opening it I in~> idc rhe 51 Z I and 
lim itarinnsof new technnlngic .... cntcring 
the S 12, which is probably why i ntcrnnl 
re locating. ll owcvcr the phrn<:c "any 
spcci,\1 Lypc.: t)f industry mentioned h)' 
the Neral Gtwcmrnent" in Article 7 sub 
section 10 shows that the government is 
t rying en keep certain rights tn it. Doing 
sn wi 11 .1llmv certain i ndur..trks ro dcfi ne 
themse lves as spec ial. Therdorc Lhel ~ 
"spcc.:i,tl L ypc of industry memionctl hy 
the government" must be morL ddined 
sLud ying Lhe oven\ll financial anc.l 
industrial sraLc e.g. woolen carpets, 
[1ll.'>h Ill ina, readymatle g.trmcms, and 
herbal processing. 

t\rriclc 7 subo;;ccrion -1 at tempts to 
shorten the length of tbc time taken lor 
Clwironmcntal impact and environmental 
impact ,1ssessment. [.lA is conducted 
while establishing the SF:Z. Iris also kept 
inconsidcrariou while preparing thel:isr 
of industries. However whatever is 
men tionecl in the proposal of the 
industry depends on the spcciHc t>'PC or 
industry it is important to have its 
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L'n\·twnm..:ntal tmpact and impucl international qu.dit} of products. b·cl federalism is being discussed. 
,t-;sessment. If the authority itself does nf production, ex port tim ing, :tncl There \\'ere opinions with n::gan.ls to 
this i L \\ill make the process simpler. For ser>~ces and facilities pnwic.lcd to workers whether current ly L'stnblishccl industne . ., 
L his in subsection 4 "as per the eYaluawr and employees must he dearly stated. should be alle1wetl to relocate inside the 
pnwisions mentioned in the rnvironmcnt 1\ lost huyers ''ill search for whether SEZ ,mel'' hether dnmeo.,tic inH::stment 
Protl'ction Act 2\1'5>, rm ironmL·nt mternational st,md,mls h,we heen met ''ill get a place or not 
Prntection Rq~ulatilm 20'H.~ should he ,md producers\\ ill ,tlsl) ha,·e kept this in \\'hilc some nf rhl''-l' i ... -.uc::. haYe hL'L'I1 
,tcltb.J. mind. fherefon. C\'l::ryone lllUSt bl' ,tddtesscdah0\'L'0thersneedtohet1101'1: 
Artidc 11- Import c:nmmitted tn implcmc nttng all thL· dearl; defined. 

1 he main pur11nse of cstablhhtng provisions mcntl\1l1L'd here. Provisions As workers play ;m important mk in 
Sl Z i.s to prlll11nte export, encout\tge me nt io ned in Article 53 must hL· t hepmductimlprnL·essthc. righr.o.,of thl· 
lnreign ln\l'sllm·nt and import dfcct:ivelyused lorthis purpose. \\nrkers must he kept in mind .. \s the 
tl'l hnoJ,,gy and cncnuragL' other su:tor"> [;"\. the present C1mtext of the glnh.tl SF: t'> export nm·ntcJ the pay :mcl ... ,t!,tn 
nf the ~.:ountr}. I ht.., pnh~.:y is seen in ecnnnmy"hcrc.tn) wuntrr'scconnmiL' of the workers mu-.t ,dso be fi:xL·d 
:'\ep;tl ,ts '' cll.ln a In\\ pnxlw:rivccountl) l!,mwth depends 1m its export, t hi. hill .tccnrdingl) I ntL'rn,ninnal huyLT" .md 
lrkt.: ours\\ hKh h.ts tr.tde imhahmct.: \\ ith th1mp.h late 1s li n.tlly here. lim\ ever it b sellers horh h.l\'c: t herr mvn blasnes-.·s 
most nther cnuntrres, permitting uptn 2') nL-ce~>sary Ln take this hi II rngct her \\'ilh tl1\\'arcls pmpt.:r \\'l1rk\.:rs policy. I hL·rdnre 
"•' ol the prnduus manufactured in an 11t hcr l'inancial pnliLics. lkcmJ!'e Sf:: is it i.., expected tll.lt t here '!hall be ntl 
L"\I1L'Ilsi\'l.: \\el l f,Krlit,llnl area <,ut:h .1s dtrclll)' related l\1 the internatinn.d cnnrnwcrsyrcg,mling\\'orkcr-.pay.tntl 
the SEZ ''ill .tchcr-.eh .tfket the m.trkl't thl'rc needs to hl' prnper l.tciliric>- .md m,u1.1gemcnt in thl' Sl Z 
,,hjL'l th·..: behind thl· c-.t,thlt~hmcnt ol coordination n.:g.m.lml!, \\nrkn., ril!,ht'> I ike\\ i ... c till' tnterrl.lti,m.tl m.1rkcl runo; 
the srz ,l!1U .tl lett 1 lldll'>t ric'> lllll -.ide .llld l.tcilitie-. ,tnd Sl'l'\"iCI..S for iTI\'CStor-. \ l() J1lllll tll,tlttm lllg ,llld jf thi~ t i llli 11g i-, 

ll' Sl = ncg,ui\ dr. I ht., llHl'>t bt: limited \ l'l p rm i.., 111 n.., m lilt toned in this not met thL tndustry 111.1> h.t' c tn hear 
10 '~''· prntt.:ctinp: the nght.., nl workers? l hen: huge l0sses.l h.u is\\ hyt.:orcli.tl rd.ui1lns 
It is also 11L'Cl'ss,try L•1 clearly st.llc .tl'l prnvi.o.,ions.dlnwi ngtheprivnte . ..,~:ctnr between \\'nrku·s ~tnd tlw managl'l11ent 

through Art iLk 11 ,tnd Artick 4 th,n tn al .... n hl' it1\'l1l\'cd 111 the inlra<;trul.tllrc .trc integral. Br .din\\ tng prnvisinn..,lnr 
suhsidicsghcn hy thrs \u rorprodut:ts dntl11plllllll nl Sl z. its man,tgerm:nt theSI =authnrtt) tl1ri-.; minimum \\,l)?_C"o, 
sen k .... ·s pmduc.:cd tn the Sl: th,tt ,tre .md 1'1per,ll(l)l1. \s there .tre m,m) ol the en-.ur..: rh.tt ,tlll.tLillltl'., ,ts pmmiscd hy 
.urthMized to he sold Ill the intern,tl pnnt ... ll)ns n.:l,ucd tn J.td IHlc.:J thl.'cnnll".tt.:t.tremet,l.tdliru:s,trL'fixt·d 
m,trkL'l " ill m 1t hL' gm:n. Ot hen\ isl' tlw, m.uugcment l hq~m nnment r<; li kcl) to by the induMr} rt -.c.:ll, .u1LI ,\11)" issue"\ h.ll 
"til ue.ue unhL.t lthy u11npuition hawmnrecnntrnllcadingtnmishal.mL'L, 1..omc up t11 he resnl\'l·J h)' thL' 
hl' l\H't'n industries insitk·thl' SlZ ami this must lx· rL·Lit tLL'd 111ltnagl'mclll U1111111iltcc i( is c\pl'l'Ll'd 
thnsenutsitk. lhcn·\\<lsU)l1Ll'l'IH:\pre!.'>edmathe tl1.lt thnl' sha ll hl cnrdL\1 rLI,lLH111s 

\rtiLk 20 H del in c cliflcrl'llt pu· .... ..:nragl'ol PL'l'llllllL'd mdusrries,uld hctwl'cn workcr.;,md manag .... ·mcm ll) 
suh-.td ies .tnd Ltctlit it's that c .tn h~.: hustnL·s~e-. m.tnttl.tc.: turin~ g11nd~ ,mtl .dsn providing fnr .t rcpre'il.'nt,trh c I nm1 
rl·cci\ cd hy indu-.trics in-.iJc the Sl Z. sen h.:cs. t-.Lmy cxprl· ... ..,ed concern t lut thl \ lini">tl)· nll..thllf in thcman<t~cmem 
l he rc.t son bchtnd prm iding .... ueh ,\\',lillllg gnods and sen iLcs u11mnirrec nl thl' S1·Z. iris L"Xpcctl.'tl 
LKil r tieo:;ist~1;\ltl'altlordp;n investment manufactun·d inside rhc s 1·z C11tdd that there wi ll hl 1111 conditions f1lr 
,md l l't hnology, 1womnte cxp1m, clt·wlop ...: rea lt: p n:ssU I'L on in d ust r il's and :tdvcrse end mnmenrs to be created and 
rndust ricd t echnnlugy .tnd create .111 ahk husinc!'iscs out.'> ide t ht: S r·z a ntl 'iJ11li I workers can I'L'st ,tssuretl. 
hum,tn rtsourcL \lost itl\r..,tnr-. thl'markct.lhismu'>themac.lcdfelliYe l hio.,im·cstig,ttL''oUAAestionp<tpcr\\',t~> 
inrcrl'sted in in\c..,ting in i':Lp.d rn relation ro thl• \,tn,ms tax '!Uhsidks prt:parcd h}' f,lrmer sccrctar; ;-..;ir.mj,m 
1m1pl.lin of the ll)n.,t.mtly ch.mging .md other ~en icc" prm ickd .md the B.tral for the ;-..;epa I ( nnsrinnion 

pnl itie-. ;md l,t ws. Spt:dficlll)' poliLic" seriousness of i 11\ estnrs must hd:cpt in Fnundarion \\It h in puts from women, 
I'L l a red ro r.1x and fcl's Lhangc eYcry yc.tr mind. i ndigcnnus groups. 11al it, :-.lad hesi, 
\\'ith changes in lrnancial laws whkh \ !any a l ~-.n had l'nnct:rns regardinA ynuth ancll'nnl'el"lled pressure groups. 
sho\\' a lack nl stahle ~;ustainahlc vvomcn \\'\)d<crsand mo<,tl'xpertswcrL·of T he Foundation is grateful to Prof 
financial polkil's t\~; S[Zs art• the opinion th.tt .tlthl1ugh there wen: AmudaShrestha.Dr.l htrisharanChakku. 
e-.t.thli-,hecl "ith .tn LX port oriented !.Ome pl1'>itiw thing-. rqJ,arding \\'C1ll1Cn "amhL1jan 1 imhu Shri !-;rishna Shrt:sth,t, 
market in mind, unst,tblc tax polic ie~ \\ lWhc~ there mu-.t lx· -.pedal pro,·isinns. Gopi Riswakarn1.1. Shan taman T.unmg, 
.md ~1thl'r facllitil'!> neat c.: difficultic'>. Some also pnintl·d out that as \\Wker~ !-;iran Gupta, Hh.tr.tl Gautam, Dr Bhim 
In nrdcr t0 give st,thrlity to prc1\'isions .tre an important part of the product ion \cupane, Santosh Rar. G)•an Shak) ,\, KP 
prnvic.kd in this Act policy makers must proccsi> they too mus t ha\'l' Pande, Dr. ( hint njibi Nepa l, Ruclra 
he LOmmittccl .tml n1nvince investors representation in the management Pathak Ramesh Batla,tl, Phurpa I :unang, 
th,tt .tcJ,·er<;e em·lrCintnLnt ''ill ne1t he committee. .md Dr. Biprn \dhikari. 
lfeated through nrhn Ia\\ s th,tt c.m \\'h.tt bLndits ''ill e ... rablbhmg a This research h.t ... been supportl'U h) 
impact their bustne..,..,, Sl :bring to the !neal peoplc?Thi ... mu-.t 1 he Asia Fnunc.l.trion and opinions 
Paragraph 7 , Regarding employees ,,l ... n he thought of. expressed in thi~; rqx1n .trc of the authors 
and workers Questions wac also raised rcgardmg •.ltld don't ncee ... ~arUy rdlcets of"l ht.: Asia 

i\ SEZ arc export oriented the Lhc future of this p()l icy at n time when I-nundation. • 
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HEALTH 

The Common Cold 
Hy BlJDDIIABASNYA'I~MD 

\\'hen doctor'> comempbte "Titing .1 health column. anu=i np;l)' the 
fir~tthing that comes Ln mind is the potentially monotonou., tnpic of the 

common cold( ~rug.1khnkn. No" that'' inter is here it m.t}' hL· time to 

t.tlk ahout tl1l· common cold and LO rind nut'' .tys in ,,·hich \\Tun de.u 

"ith this prohkm.Of cnur'>L' the commnn cold in some hL-.th h pcr'>on 
ma) ha\'e a different, and more ben ign dkl.:t than in those\\ ho have 
nt her illnesses at rhc ..,~1mc lime .for e'amplc. I unp; dbcase, !wart clise.t-.e 
.tnd ..,,) lLlnh. Peopk "htl h,l\ c thc..,c untk•rlymg illneo.;"e" m.t)' f.m~ lcs<, 

\\ dlth.tn those\\ ho .m: health) to st.1rt "ith.ln m.m) inst.tnLL'"· .1 full 
hltl\\'n, dehilit,ning h;tLten.tl illnes., is prL'cL·decl b) a mild\ ir.tl illnL'S'>. 

,\quiLk qui-rLgarding the common cold L·nn enlighten us .dm111 1 he 

nature and trcat l11l'nt oft he enmmonLold. I krc is the qllL'SL ion: 'vV hiL h 
<lit hL fnlltm ing ha.., hccn shown to dccrta"L'l he durminn nl the 1.0111111on 
L nld ( 11r n1mspel il iL uppn respiratory t ralt in I e1. tion .• ts it is kno\\'n in 

nwd ic.tl parlann:)1 Illl L hmces art .1) .t:it h romycin ( .lll .mu h11lllC ), 
h)\ it.1min C c )=in<., d)l chmacca hl'rh l') .til (ll tht: ahm-c I) lllH1L' nltht: 
.lbnw 

Llppcrrt:spiratory trall infcctinn.o.,arL thL kading ca~lscnf,unhulatl1ry 

vi-.it s Ln the dm:tnr's nl Ik e. I hcsc i nlcct inn'iare ~.: haracte ri::cLI hy a g~:ncral 

kL iinp, 11f be ing un\\ l' ll, stuff) nnsc wi th som<. discharge (rhi norrhea), 
..,nrl throat. and cough I hl'sC illnessl.'s an. ~:.tu.,cd h)' \ lrtl '-l'S "hi<.:h 
snnwt 1mcs prcp.1rL' t hL ground for h.l<.ll.:ri.l tl) causl.' "o.,upcr ,tdded" 

inln linn. Some doctnr., say that \\'hl'll thl' 11.1~.11 di.,<.h<ltgc .md tht: phkgm 
hLnltnl' colourfu l ( gt'l'l'll 11r yellow), h.tctcrt.l h.t\'C SL' ll k d in . I he moM 

t:nmmnn ly impli<.atcd vin1s is the rhimwirus, lollowed hy thl' inlluen=a 
'iru.o.,, and ncJcnnvi ruscs. In general, unb;s 'super added infL'l l inn" has 
t:tkt:n place, hnctcria arc not l ht: iniria I culprits. 

So, the an"'\'l'r tn the .1bO\'C qucsti1l11 i'> not an amibintk because 
'lruo.,c~unW<c b;tcrena, do nm respond to .mnhinticc;,. \htn) pL'npk ~wear 
hy' it,unin C, bur randnml=~.:d comrolkd tri.11., ( RCTs, the gold "tandard 
111 \\estern medici ne lnrjudging the dlkaey or any drug or device) have 
"hnwn that virnmi n C don't work for "cold""· Zinc and hcrhs arc also 
inellccti ve. So, rhc cn1Tect ans•ver i!S , none of t he a hove. 

\Vhen you suffer from a cold, the drug t rentmcnt is basical ly nothing 
c'ccpt if you wish, '>lll11l' paracctamol. a nasal dccongc~tant, and cough 
medicine. But manr of these medicine., h.tw side effects like scthnion 
and drowsiness th,lt may be unacceptable. 

Proper hand wa'>h i ng and covcri ng your mouth wh ik coughing wiU 
inhibit the transmission of the ill ness tn others. Where availahil', annual 
vaccination against inllucnza A and 11 viruses have hcen found tn ht: the 

most effective method of preventing in fluenza. The US t\d' isory 
Committee (or \mmuni:::ation Practkes ( .\ClP) nO\\ recommends 

infiucn:::a YaCclTl<ltiOn (or C\'l:I'YOile> 6 months of age, including pregnant 
wrllm~n. Some mllucnza Yaccinc incnrporatc~ the Hlf'\1 ( s\\ inc flu) 
'ace inc too. Ill N I c.luscd a scare some years ago and <.:Ontinucs to be 
rwoblcmatic at Li mes. i\ point about hand washing. 

\lanypeoplc think that the common cold can only be rransmittcd by 
acrosnli=ecl droplet i nkctions that hxlgL in our nose or mouth <tnd then 
travel inro rhe rc<.pir.nnrr 5)'5tem. \\'hat many people ma} not he .1ware 
of ( and '' hich needs to be emphasi=cd) i., that as noted ahm·e proper 
hand washing with snap and water al'>o help~ eliminate rhe <.prcad of 
LOmmon cold. • 

Chaos and Caring 
By JACQUi cUNE DAMEN 

It is .tmidst the chaos of l,athmanclu traffiL that 
the hc'>l .mel "or<.t aspect" of Nepal arc hcst ohscrYcd 

( ars, hust:'>. motorbikes. rkksh.m·s. biqck" 
petb.tri.ms- as well a-. thl'l)Jd gnat, CO\\ nr dog ­
compete for u.,e of the lJmitcd rnad space. ,\ncl yet 
it i., not L! LIIlc a competition. ( ,u·..,cut in, motnrcy~.:ks 
sq ucc..:c through sccmin~ly impossible spaces, and 
pcnpk dannp,ly cross in hct\\L'l'n.t\s l travel in the 
h:td: nf a t.t:-.i.l \\ ,ttch the truly co npcr.lliVl natttrL' 
of the \;L·p.tli people \I) '\ep.tli lricncl ydl" nut 
from our t.t'i tl) the c.tr nc.\l tn us, t h.1t the drm:r's 
side dm1r 1-. not quill' dnst·d \ \'nu ld thts h.trpcn m 

a \Ne-.tL'rl1 sndct y, in a buS)' Lit y stn.:ct? I would lnv<. 
10 say )'l'S, hut in most casc-..t hl· real ity is no. 

,\nd in ,1 Lllttntry when 'thank you' i~ .d\\ay., 
implinl, hut nnw said the lmmcn'>it)' nlthis w 
operation to a \\'t.sll'\'11 mind is h.1rcl) 
compn:hcnd1hlc. In my hnmd,tnd. 1f }'L1U kt .ll.U 
alK·ad nf you, or show soi11L cnurtcsy tn anot hl.'rdri\'L' 
ynu wi ll rece ive t~Lhanl< ynn waw in response. t\ n<. 
Ol1t he lll hu· haml, closely CUlt i ng i 11 [ l'llnl d i\lllll hl'l' 
c1r lnuld induce an) mc.lslii'L nl 'rnacl rage' an 

;lngrynuthurstt)fsomcsnrt .t):!.l:'-lllrc,an insult nr 

equ.tll) dangcrnu.., dri\ mg I mm l hl· l)l her car But 
l hcrL· scl·ms to he nn 'rn.td r.lgl·' lwrc 111 the -,rrt:cts of 
"arhm.mdu. I dnn't c,·cn knm\ whL·tht:r'rtMd r.1p,c' i-. 
<I term ust:d in Nepali. Car homo.,, wh ich arc used 
spari ngly in \I\' es-tern tralfi t for warni ng. nr mostly 
ahu-.inA nther d river&, arc here U'>t:d sn exccs.,ivl:l)' 
th.ltthdr purpose sccmswmpll'tcl)' rt:cluncl.mt ''hen 
all amund you are making t hL' same noise. flut withm 
this ch.tntk , nni'>y pandemonium, there is a system 
that. ,.,u rprisi ngl y, somehow \\ n rks. 

t\nd Sll from the back scarnl a taxi, or as you sit 
a hoard a friend's motorhi kc, the tl ichmomy of Nepal 
can he seen through the endless haze nf dirt that the 
traffic kid<., up. You pass along the still tlcvclopmg 
roads .md observe the lack of inl r.tstrucn.1rc in 
and you sec people rclicvi ng rhemsch-cs on t hL: s 

of the strct: t whi lc the cluc;;t co,tLs the ware~ of vendors 
sel li ng 1 n peop le as they pass. It can see m '>0 

unckrtlcvdopcd - or in plact:.'>, unciviliscd - hut 
when your taxi drivernet:tl., Ll) ask the \\'a)' to a certain 
street, hotel or attraction, he ju.,l ydlsout his\\ m<.IO\\ 
to someone ncarhy, '' ho point'> him in the right 
c.lirt:ction. Once again, then: b nn thankyou offL'rL·d, 
and hmh p.uties carry on'' ith nothing more said. 

Thi.-. co npcrati,·c nalure nnd readi ness to lwlp 
each ot her is a notion [hlll mnst \\'estern countrieo., 
wou ld, and should, enYy. llenpk here \\'ork to~cthl r. 
ro get to\\ here they arc going. ro help tourhr-, find 
rhein\ ay, ro live'' ith rhc condition-; as they arc\\ ith 
minimum [uss. and mn'>t importantly. minimum 
animosity towards each or her. • 

NEW SPOTLIGHT NEWSMAGAZINE I Nov. 09, 2012 128 



MALPI INSTITUTE 
58 Aman Marg, Gairidhara 
GPO Box 5975 EPC 4222 Kathmandu-01, Nepal 
Telephone: 4427540, 4410482, Email: mi@mail.com.np 

• After your S.l.C. an opportunity in Kathmandu to study and appear for the International GCE A Level 
Examinations. 
Malpi Institute is a College which teaches GCE A Level courses of the University of Cambridge International 
Examinations (CIE). 
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