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EDITOR'S NOTE 

er 
he recent tragic events in Nepal have exposed the total uselessness of the 
print and electronic media managed in Nepal under governmental super­
vision. Indeed, the nation was overwhelmed with excessive grief and 
sorrow and no Nepah in the world, not only in Nepal, must have been 
yearning for any kind of entertainment whatsoever fr0111 NTV or Nepal 

Radio. But, that all Nepalis were most impatiently waiting to be informcd in detail about 
the sad happenings needs no emphasis. Since their own media failed to meet their right 
to information guaranteed by the constitution, they had to turn to foreign media, 
specially the Indian electronic media. Since the media in India have developed a certain 
bias against Nepal and the Nepalese people, they seldom follow the accepted nonn. 
objective reporting. Their unqualified prejudice has often perpetrated immeasurable 
harm on poor Nepal's development and economy, resulting in souring relations 
between the two friendly countries. Even during the recent heartrending happenings in 
the Nepalese capital when the whole nation was reeling under the unbearable 
catastrophe, some Indian T.V. channels, who were granted permission by the govern­
ment to cover the unhappy episode were feeding disinformation to the world while 
inciting the wounded sentiments oflheaggrieved Nepalese people. Even the magnitude 
of the tragedy could not generate any feelings of sorrow and sympalhy in their hearts. 
By talking to a couple of spectators on the streets of Kathmandu, they had the temerity 
to report that it was the public opinion in Nepal. Some even think those who spoke to 
the Indian TV could have been planted. Every Nepali, without any exception, was most 
deeply hurt by the callous behavior of the Indian T. V. journal ists. Why the government 
in Nepal persisted in allowi ng these alien T. V. channels to project the baseless jaundiced 
views is beyond our comprehension. Not using our own media to report the truth and 
relying on antagonistic channels whose loaded reportings did more damage has forced 
many patriotic Nepalis to think whether the ministry of information has become 
redundant. There are some who even believe that the Nepalese media has played into 
the hands of the lndian media. Why do we need a TV network which cannot cou~ 
malicious publicity by any unfriendly TV media? Wil1 concerned people look int. 
affair and take NTV to task? 

* * * 
The freedom of press in Nepal got a severe jolt at the arrest and detention of the Kantipur 
daily's editor and publication officials. Even though sub c lause I of article 13 of the 
constitution has empowered the government to take action against violations of the 
clause, prosecution of the Kanlipur officials smacks of prejudice and retribution. TIlis 
becomes more glaring when the government has not taken any action whatsoever 
against the author of the article in question for which they have been booked. For a 
government that boasts of having a long democratic character, attempts to gag the press 
does not only reOect its hypocritical behavior but also presages some kind of danger 
even to democratic process. We do trust the government will refrain from attributing 
any subjective angle to the case and release the journalists without undue delay. • 

Madhav Kumar Rimal 
Chief Editor& Publisher 
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LETTERS __________________________________________________________ _ 

A Nation Bereaved 
The morning of Saturday. 

June 2 greeted Nepalis with 
horrendous news of (he 

wholesale killing of their be­
loved monarch and hi s family 
(""End Of An Er .. •• SPOT­
LIGHT. June 8). Never in re­
cent history of the world has 
such a tragic massacre taken 
place. For Nepal, already knee­
deep in problems of all types, 
the news of the death of the 
king and queen has come as a 
big shock. It will indeed be 
hard for the Nepalese people 
to get over this incident. May 
the departed souls rest in peace. 

HariharKC 
Kulesrrwor 

GriefTallerThan Everest 
The Everest seems like a 

dwarf compared to the height 
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of the grief the country is en­
during after the heart-rending 
royal massacre ("End Of An 
Era'" SPOTLIGHT, June 8). 
The peace-loving Nepalis had 
never had to bear such kind of 
tragedy in their history. The 
wholecounLIY is trembling. The 
situation is very delicate. It will 
be an uphill task for the 
Nepalese people to return to 
normality. The Ieade,." of all 
political parties must come to­
gether and givea new direction 
to the country. 

Pllkar Shrestha. 
Sanepa 

Follow The Path 
King Birendra will always 

be remembered as a good mon­
arch who knew how to deal . 
with the people ("End Of An 
Era". SPOTLIGHT, June 8). 

Uncontrollable Tears 
Today the country is 

clying - it is crying so 
bitterly. The tears of the 
Nepalese people arej1ow­
ing down the Himalayan 
glaciers: The news is unbe­
lievable. It will be impos­
sible for the Nepalese 
people to fully come to 
terms with the passing 
away of their beloved king 
and queen. princes and 
princess and so many mem­
bers of the royal family. 
(" End Of An Era ". SPOT­
LIGHT. June 8). Tremen­
dous griefandfear grip the 
simple alld poor Nepalese 
people. They have been or­
phaned at a time when 
problems are hounding 
them from all sides. 

Ramesh Thapa 
Chabahil 

His demise has left a void in 
Nepal's politics. The damage 
caused to the nation is difficult 
to heal. Even then, the leaders 
and people should concentrate 
on the path shown by His late 
Majesty and work towards pull­
ing the nation out from the 
present difficult situation. 

Billita Slrarma 
Baneshwor 

Big Challenges 
The challenges before the 

new King Gyanendra are diffi­
cult, to say the least ("The New 
Monarch", SPOTLIGHT. June 
8). He will have to do every­
thing possible to restore faith in 
the Nepalese people. The po­
litical , economic and social 
challenges are tremendous. His 
first royal address did send a 
positive signal. His vastexperi-

ence in the field of conserva­
tion will come in handy in deal­
ing witll the day-to-day affairs 
of the country. He has shown 
his willingness to work in a 
democratic environment. King 
Gyanendra will now have to 
make concrete contributions. 
Going by his experience, there 
is no reason to despair. 

Gopa/ Basllet 
New Baneshwor 

The New King 
King Gyanendra Bir 

Bikram Shah Dev has been 
crowned at a lime the country is 
passing through the worstphase 
in its history ("The New Mon­
arch". SPOTLIGHT, June 8). 
All eyes are now upon him. The 
new king will have to help his 
people get out oftllese troubled 
times. He has the responsibility 
to steer the nation toward cco­
nomic prosperity. Thecommit­
mcnt to multiparty democracy 
andconstitulional monarchy he 
expressed in his first address to 
the nalion as monarch has been 
appreciated by all. He will now 
have to work in close coopera­
tion with the elected leaders to 
safeguard the national interest. 

Prakaslr Slrarma 
Maitighar 

Devastation Day 
June 1,200 1 will always 

be remembered as the darkest 
day in the history of Nepal 
("End Of An Era", SPOT­
LIGHT, June 8). A sense of 
disbelief still prevails among 
the people. They are still to 
grasp the full implications of 
the tragedy. A shooting inside 
the heart of heavily guarded 
palace wassometlling no.Nepali 
ever imagined could happen. 
But it has happened and noth­
ing can undo the events. The 
cruel blow of fate cannot be 
avoided. 

BilO/a Bisla 
Samakhusi 
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NEWSNOTES 

First Eyewitness Account 
In the first eyewitness account of the 

palace killings of June 1,200 I, the son-in­
law of former prince Dhirendra Shah, 
younger brother of His late Majesty King 
B irendra, told reporters on Thursday that 
it was then-Crown Prince Dipendra who 
open cd fire on the royal gathering. Giving 
graphic details of Friday's incident, Dr. 
Rajiv Shahi said Crown Prince Dipendra, 
who was in a "very. very intoxicated" 
state, first opcned fire on his father, King 
Birendra, hitting his neck and stomach. 
The shootings took place at a family get­
together where many members of the royal 
family. including Queen Aishwarya. 
Prince Nirajan and Princess SrUli were 
present. Dr. Shahi said Crown Prince 
Dipendra "started to go wild shooting at 
whoever came in from of him. All this 
lime Crown Prince Dipcndra was in com­
bat fatigues. He was wielding an assauil 
ritle at different times. An M-16 at times 
and MP-5, [ think, but [ am not too sure 
about what the weapons were ... [did not 

count how many," he said. "It was too far 
and too LCITifying la see what was going 
011 .... · After shooling down members of 
Ihe royal family. the crown prince then 
turned hi s gun on himself. COlllpiledfrom 
reports. 

Differences Over 
Adhikary's Report 

A report by the leader of the Unified 
Marxist-Leninist party Bhal'at Mohan 
Adhikary giving a clean chit to UML 
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leader Bhim Rawal in the China South 
West Airlines (CSWA) scandal has re­
portedly led to differences among the lead­
ers of the main oppos ition party. During 
the party 's central commi ttee meeting on 
Sunday, Adhikary presented Ihe report 
Ihat exonerated Rawal and instead rapped 
the House of Representalives Public Ac­
counts Committee (PAC) for arriving at 
such a decision. A few weeks ago, the 
PAC had implicated Rawal in the scandal. 
Rawal was charged with committing ir­
regularities while leasing a CSW A air­
craft during his tenure as civil aviation 
minister. The PAC's report sparked a 
heated war of words among the lop-notch 
comrades of Ihe party. The central com­
mittee of the party fomled a separate com­
mittee headed by Adhikary to probe the 
deal aflcr expressing "surprise" over 
PAC' s decision. [nterestingly, the PAC is 
headed by UML leader Subash Nemwang 
and includes top party leaders like K.P. 
Oli and [swor Pokhrel as members. A few 
months ago, the UML had termed the 
PAC as a mini-parliament and brandished 
the pancl's report, which charged Nepali 
Congress minister Tarini Dutta Chataut 
with irregularities in the Lauda Air deal, 
to ask for the resignation of Prime Minis­
ter Girija Prasad Koirala. The UML even 
obstructed the winter session of parlia­
ment and organized a three-day general 
strike over this issue. Many political par­
ties have termed the UML's behavior as 
reflecting the party 's "double standard". 
Meanwhile, the UML central committee 
meeting on Sunday denounced the gov­
ernment for trying to undermining press 
freedom and demanded the immediate 
release of the editor and publishers of 
Kantipur. Compiled from reports. 

Census 2001 Begins 
The second phase of the lenth na­

tional census started in Sunday in over 30 

districts. according to the Central Bureau 
of Statistics. Officials at the bureau say 
the census has been under way in 40 
percent of the districts without any hin­
drance. Because of the tragedy that oc­
curred at the royal palace last week. the 
bureau could not establish communica­
tion with many di stricts, the officials said. 
Over 20.000 enumerators have been se-

lected for the purpose. Training for the 
enumerators was postponed after the pal­
ace deaths. The officials claim that Ihe 
second phase of the census will start from 
June 14 in the remaining districts. There 
have been reports that the Maoists are 
obstruct ing the head-count in some dis­
tricts. In their strongholds, the Maoists are 
collecting data on their own. The first 
phase of the census focused on family 
listings. Over 5,000 supervisors were used 
for the first phase. [n the second phase, Ihe 
actual head-count will be done. Leadillg 
dailies report. 

Rumors Still Flying • 
Panic spread in Mata Tirtha village, 

some 15 km south of Kathmandu, 011 

Thursday when around 1,000 vi ll agers 
were told that their water supply had been 
poisoned. The panic started after local 
women at the water reservoir reported 
some noxious smell. Technicians of the 

Nepal Drinking Water Corporation rushed 
to the site for invest igation. They said 
some kind of powder 01' liquid was mixed 
in the water but ruled out it was fatal. 
However, the aUlhorities told the local 
people to use the water only aftercleaning 
the reserve tank. The details of the con­
tamination will be known only after a 
thorough investigation by Royal Nepal 
Academy for Science and Technology. 
Leadillg dailies report. 

Probe Committee 
Term Extended 

His Majesty King Gyanendra has 
extended the tenn of the high-level com­
mittee probing the palace killings of June 
I. 2001 by four days. The committee is 
investigating the events that left King 
Birendra, Queen Aishwarya, Crown 
Prince Dipendra and other members of 
the royal family dead. The committee 
headed by Chief Justice Keshav Prasad 
Upadhyayaasked fortheexlension to the 
government. The king granted the exten­
sion after the government's recommen­
dation . The new deadline of the commit­
lee ends on Thursday. June 14. Up­
adhyaya, in his submission, stated that 
the committee had almost finished with 
the inquiry but awaited forensic reports 
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NEWSNOTES 

and needed. some morc time to prepare 
the final report. In his royal address on 
June 4, King Gyanendra had formed the 
three-member committee and directed it 
to submit a detailed report within three 
days. The committee faced initial hic­
cups after one of its member, leader of 
the opposition Madhav Kumar Nepal, 
backed out, citing procedural reasons. 
The other member of the committee is 
Speaker Taranath Ranabhat. Various 
objects and weapons from the site of 
killings have been sent to the laboratory 
in Khumaltar for forensic tests. The two 
committee members reportedly sought 
f' ewitness accounts from Her Majesty 

,een Komal Rajya Laxmi Devi Shah 
from thc Birendra Army Hospital In 

Chhauni. Leading dailies report. 

Price Rise Due 
To Uncertainty 

Amid the growing uncertainties in 
the aftcrmalh orthe terrifying killings aI 

the Narayanhity Royal Palace on June I, 

vegetable vender 

the people have had to bear hikes in the 
prices o f essential commodities. As many 
shops remained closed, those that were 
open were charging exorbitant prices cit­
ing ·'scarcity". The prices of rice, pul se 
and vegetables have increased. Although 
the shop ownt.::rs cited scarc ity as the 
re<1!'on for price hike, officials at the 
retail trade association denied facing 
problems in surphes. Compiled from 
reports. 

NC For All-Party C"nsensus 
In the aftermath of gruesome palace 

killings and emerging delicate political 
sccllario. the ruling Ncpali Congress party 
has decided to strengthen internal coop-
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PM Koirala 

eration and attempt for consensus with 
other parties, including the main opposi­
tion, on major national issues. During the 
party's informal meeting held in Baluwa­
tar on Saturday, Prime Minister and presi­
dent of ruling party Girija Prasad Koirala 
reviewed the present situation ofthecoun­
try and urged everyone not to lose pa­
tience. Party spokesman Narahari Acharya 
said that after the incident at Narayanhity 
palace. PM Koirala and his deputy Ram 
Chandra Poudel have talked with leaders 
oflhe main opposition several times. Now 
there is a need to give continui ty 10 this 
dialogue so thatlhc parliamentary session 

will take place smoothly, said Acharya. 
For the last few months, the leaders of the 
ruling and opposition parties were n~t 
even on speaking tenns, leading to uncer­
tainty over the upcoming budget session 
of the legislature. CompiledJrom reports. 

Smuggling Leads 
To Scarcity 

The unbridled smuggling of kero­
sene to India through the porous borders 
in Kakarbhitta has led to scarcity of the 
fuel in Jhapa district. The price of kero­
sene in Nepal is Rs 17. In India, the 
unsubsidised price of kerosene is around 
Rs 21. Unscrupulous traders find it lucra­
tive to smuggle the fuel from Kakarbhitta 
to nearby Siliguri town in India. Just re­
cently, Nepalese workers confiscated 150 
liters of kerosene from an Indian trader 
nearthe border. According to an official at 
the Nepal Oil Corporation, the organiza­
tion had to lower the quota of the fuel it 
had assigned for the place as in recent 
monlhs it started to ri se astronomically 
from 4 to 5 tankers per month to 30-33 
tankers. Compiledjm1ll reports. • 

Himalayan Travel & Tours (P) Ltd. 

We are one of Nepal's Most 
reliable, efficient and profes­
sional cargo handlers. Our dedi­
cated professionals can offer ~~!.L:" 
the best service in town. 
Always remember us for your ~~~~·:;~~:';:~~;;f~I!>~'~..f 
worldwide cargo handling 
se rvice. t:!!!!f~=~:..,;=-.;.:.;..,;,;:.i.i..1 

For more information contact: 

ID)? 
Himalayan Travel & Tours (P) Ltd_ 

Durbar Marg, P. O. Box 324 Kathmandu. Nepal 
Tel: 223045 (10 lines). Fax: 977-1-224001 , SITA: KTMHITG 

e-mail: htt@ecornail.com.np. 
URL : HTTP://www.catmando.com/comlhttlhttindex.htm 
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BRIEFS 

DESPITE THE WIDE CONDEMNA­
tion against the arrest of editor and publish­
ers of Kantipur daily. the government is 
standing firm. In a statement published on 
Saturday, the Ministry of Information and 
Communication hus supported the home 
administration's move of arresting the jour­
nalists , saying the first duty of the state is to 
penalize those who break the law. The 
ministry has also said that thc move, in no 
way. was an attack on press freedom. Wben 
excrcising the right of expression and opin­
ion, the laws according to the consti tution 
do not provide immunity to any ci ti zen to 
commit crimes against the nation's 

eignty. integrity and the state. If 
violates this law, it is thc primary duty 
the statc to take legul aclion against the 
person. reads the statement. Meanwhile, 

A B h
· . condemnations are pouring in from several 

ra mm pnest having a sumptuous meal as a part of "katto" ceremony ___________________________ ..:.. __ human rights and media organizations 

THE 25TH SPECIAL SESSION OF THE UN GENERAL 
Assembly, which began in New York on June 6, observed a 
minute's silence for the peace of the depaned souls of Hi s late 
Majesty IGng Birendra Bir Bikram Shah Dev and Hi s late 
Majesty King Dipendra Bir Bikram Shah Dcv, according to the 
Ministry of Forei gn Affairs. 

THE ELECTION FOR THE 20 VACANT SEATS OF 
theNational Assembly will be held in June 27. according to the 
Election Commission. Every two years, one-third of the Upper 
House seats become vacant. Thi s year, I I of the 20 vacant seats 
will be filled by the election through the House of Represent a­
tives based on proportional representation system. Five mem­
bers will be chosen by the local bodies and four will be 
nominated by His Majesty the IGng. 

CONCERNED BY THE LATEST TRAGIC DEVELOP­
ments in the country. leaders of the Federation of Nepalese 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry (FNCCI) is meeting with 
political leaders. TheFNCC[ representatives, led by president 
Pradeep Kumar Shrestha, met with the leaders of Marxist­
Leninists at its parry office on June 10 to discuss the present 
national situation. The leading businessmen of the country told 
the M-L leaders that [ollowing the unfonunate palace incident. 
an environment of chaos and confusio'.1 was prevalent in the 

country. and asked political leaders to siltogether and give a 
new direction to the country . General Secretary of the CPN­
ML Bamdev Gautam assured the businessmen that hi s pany 
would behave very responsibly and urged them to take the 
initiative in bringing ruling and opposition panies towards a 
national consensus. 
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against the govcrnment for arresting editor 

I 
Yubaraj Ghimireand publishersBinod Raj Gyawali and Kailash 
Sirohiya. • 

Green Nepal Party 
Congratulates New King 

The Green Nepal Pany has extended best wishes to IGng 
Gyancndra BirBikram Shah Devon his accession to the . 
of the kingdom of Nepal. :.0 emergency meeting "ftheeentral 
comminee of the pany held 10 June 7 passed a nOle 
lating the new monarch. The party expressed confidence 
His Majesty would beallle to perfonn the duties well. The party 
welcomed His Majesty's commitment to constitutional monar­
chy and multi-pany democracy and vowed to support in all his 
endeavours towards strengthening and promoting this system. 
The pat1y also urged the king to organil.e an all-pany meeting 
to discuss the major issues facing the country including corrup­
tion and Maoist problem. In the same meeting, the pany 
expressed deep sorrow at the unexpected incident at the patac(, I 
that took the lives of king, queen, crown prince and 
royalties. The party extended condolence to His late Majesty 
King Blfendra, Her late Majesty Queen Aishwarya. His late 
Majesty King Dipendra, late Prince Nirajan. late Princess Sruti 
and other members of royal family and prayed forthe depaned 
souls. Meanwhile, the pany has denounced the government 
arresting Kalllipur journalists on charges of sedition for pub­
lishing an article by MloistleadeLll has asked the government 
to immediately release the journali sts and respect the press 
freedom. • 
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QUOTE UNQUOTE 

, 

"G irijababu should step down at the proper time. " 

Krishna Prasad Bhattarai, former prime minister, at a Nepali Congress meeting. 

* * * 
"I . . bl never Imagmed that a reputa e pa-

per like Kantipur would publish such 
things." 

Shiva Raj Joshi, Minister of State 
jor Information and Communication, 
supporting the home 
administration's decision 10 arrest 
the editor and publishers of 
Kalllipur daily 011 charges of sedi­
tioll Jar publishing all opinion ar­
ticle by all underground Maoist 
leader. 

* * * 

"A ... d 11 political parties have welcome 

the present King's accession to the throne, 
sayi ng it is in accordance with the consti· 
tution. So, politically I sce no trouble 
now." 

Padma Ratlla Tuladhar, former 
minister and left-leaning human 
rights activist, ill Bimarsha. 

* * * 

"F or a revolution to succeed, favor­

(ll:' e circumstances are morc important." 
NarayanMall Bijukchhe, president 
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corrupt \'.M· 
Res"9') 

of Nepal Workers and Peasants 
Party, saying tllat raising arms alone 
would lIot make a rel'olwioll, ill 
Ch halfal. 

* * * 

"T he death of Their Majesties has come 

like the death of one's own parents. I am 
reall y feeling bad that I couldn 'tdosome-

I I 

thing at this hour." 

Ramesh Upreli, an actor, regrelling 
that he cou/dll '/ shave his head be­
cause his producers didn '( want their 
shootillg schedllles disrupted, ill 
Nepal Samacharpmra. 

• * * 

"T he future of the monarchy in 

Nepal will be bright if King Gyancndra 
works according to th e people's 
wishes and elim inates the mafia in the 
palace." 

Dr. Sallllbhai DalJgol. rhe only 
Nepa/i to have received a dOCTorate 

from the Triblllll'GlI University all 
the place of palace ill Nepa lese poli­
tics, ill Budhabar. 

* • • 

"S' IOce the King and the Queen were 

the parents of the country, we have banned 
the selling and consumption of meat for 
13 days." 

ChllOr/ell Glzarli, an inhabitant of 
Manallg district, ill Nepal 
Samacharpatra. 

* * * 
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SPOTLIGHT Family extends 

heartfelt felicitations to 

H.M. King Gyanendra Sir Sikram Shah Dev 

and prays to Lord Pashupatinath 

for his long and prosperous reign 
SPOTLlGHTiJUNE 15.2001 



OPINION 

The Challenges The New 
Monarch Faces 

By MADHA V KUMAR RIMAL 

The macabre killings in the Royal Palace in Kathmandu on that country, he faces problems that could overwhelm ordinary 
fateful evening on June 1,200 I have decreed thalthe successor people. Si nce all these problems need immediate allention it 
to the Shah throne, HM King Gyanendra Bir Bikram Shah Dev may not be easy to set priorities. It thus becomes the bounden 
must take up the gauntlet and save the country from going into duty of all patriotic Nepalis to rally round the new king and 
disintegration. In the gravest of situation in which King offer him unflinching cooperation. It is, indeed, very unfortu-
r: anendra has assumed the responsibi li ty of guid ing the nate that the leader of the opposition Madhav Kumar Nepal 

tion he has to use his utmost discretion in choosing his decided not to cooperate with the new king at this time of 

advisers. There will be no dearth of national calamity. This sort of be ha v-
mushrooming loyali sts who will stoop r-------------------, iorhas not only rellected hi s real char-

to a ll kinds of tricks and vows to win the acter but a lso exposed his altitude to-
conlldence of the new monarch. It need wards the solidarity of the nation as a 
not be emphasized that the royal advis- whole. What can the people of Nepal 
ers have left the king in the lurch on expect from such politicians? Thatthe 
many occasions in the pasl. and they new king has to be very wary of such 
have already made a dubious beginning people need not be emphasized. 
with th e new king. Since King That King Gyanend ra has ex-
Gyanendra has assumed the throne in a pressed his comm itment to multiparty 
most unusual and extraordinary situa- democracy anti constitutional monar-
tion, it has become imperative for him chy and to continue walking On the 
to weigh and judge every advice me- path laid down by his illustrious brother 
ticulously before executing it. Al the has set at rest any misgiving lurking in 
present juncture he cannot afford to some minds. The spontaneous expres-
take even one wrong step. Those who sion of intense grief at the unthinkable 

.. ow him closely are fully reassured I tragedy and the unsullied demonstra-
that he is well qualified to meet all the tion of love and respect for their be-
challenges he may have to face, and the loved king by the people irrespective 
future of Nepalese monarchy is abso- of their caste or creed is the unques-
lutely safe in his secure hands. tionable tcslimony offaith they harbor 

King Gyanendra has not inherited a in the institution of monarchy. The 
bed of roses. With the most inept and impulsive manifeslation of their in-
corrupt government whose whole con- herent feelings for their monarch by 
cern is focused on amassing illegal wealth: with the bigger the people must sound a clear war~ing 10 the politicians never 
political parties divided into factions aggravating the already to try to belinle the exaltcd institution. With such an effective 
unstable political situation; with the general mass groaning and invincible charm at his disposal. King Gyanendra must 
under sky-rocketing prices of daily necessities. unavailability start redressing the miseries of his people without losing any 
of drinking water and stinking garbage making life hell in the time. The callous behavior of the corrupt politicians, the 
capital city: with total insecurity of life and propeny; with nonperformance of all the political panies that have wielded 
unbearable burden of foreign debt; with unfriendly foreign the reins of government and the high expectations of the people 
media badly hurting tourfsm. oneofthe mainstay of the nation'S are sure to demand extreme caution, dedication and hard work 
economy by baseless damaging publicity and disinforming the from the new king. The people are clamoring 10 curb corruption 
world about the recent tragic happenings in Nepal; and above and take the corrupt politicians to task. The magnitude of 
all with the Maoists spreading their tentacles around the political corruption has started disillusioning the people in the 

SPOTLlGHTIJUNE 15.2001 9 



OPINION 

very democratic system. Unless thi s process is arrested, the the necessity of second thoughts might be felt. hard won democracy might not survive at all. Politicization of The unprecedented tragedy that struck Nepal has stag-bureaucracy has turned the administration party-oriented and gered the whole world. When the whole nation was reeling non-functioning. Since the politicians in charge have institu- with the shock, unfriendly elements did nOt flinch even for a tionalized corruption, it has become free for all and all kinds of moment to exploit the sad events to fUl1hertheirvileends. King bureaucrats, high and low or big and small do not even bat their Gyanendra wants the truth to come out and for that purpose eyelids to accept any bribe in public. King Gyanendra has to constituted a commission with wide powers to probe into the root out thi s evil. Even partial success to bring the corrupt to affairs. The commission is to submit its finding s in a few days. book is sure to win nation al applause. Another pressing prob- But, elements inimical to the nation 's SOlidarity have Iloated all lem before the new king is the resolution of the Maoists issue. kinds of totally baseless rumors. King Gyanendra must make Since the use of force may only exacerbate the dispute, the a note of such elements and deal with them accordingly. 
Maoists must be brought Iv; d h 'h' d b d ,I' Wi h h The new king to the negotiating tabl e. ~~mg Gyanen ra as not In ente a e OJ roses, If t 1~ him se lf mu s t set 
Even late King Birendra nost inept and corrupt government whose whole concern iJ right certain was averse to using thelr_ d "11 I I h '/ h b' I" misdirections th R I N I A ocuse on amassing! ega wea t ; wit 1 t e Igger po Itlca h t' N I' oya epa rmy 

avecrep \11 epa s againsttheMaoists. There !parties divided into factions aggravating the already unstab/~ relation s with her 
arc many who can talk to political situation; with the general mass groaning under sky bigger neighbor in M aOist leaders and con-

the South - Ind,". vince them to enter into Irocketing prices of daily necessities, unavailability of drinkin~ And this is going to 
dialogue, Prime Mini ster Iwater and stinking garbage making life hell in the capital city be a tough job. Since Koirala has fai led. So, I'" 

, the mandarins in the King Gyanendra has to with total insecurity of life and property; with unbearabll South Block seem to 
find some other means, burden of foreign debt; with unfriendly foreign media badl be. unable to shake and that too, as early as " , , , 011 the hangover of possible. lurtlng tounsm, one of the mainstay of the natIOn s economy the Raj era, and the 

lnafewdaysthepar- by baseless damaging publicity and disinfomling the worla Indian politicallead­li ament is meeting forthe " , ership under their budget session. The ch a- about the recent tragic happenings In Nepal; and above al thumb. poor Nepal 
gri n Prime Minister with the Maoists spreading their tentacles around the country, has to face very di[-Koirala had to face at hi s I I' ficult si tuation peri-failure to pass the anti- r·e faces prob ems that could overwhe 111 ordmary people od ically . ' 
national citizenship amendment bill must be smarting him Nepalese can even imagine of having confrontation with Indi ' . incessan tl y. lt is being rumored that he is su re to bring the bill It is not the religious or cultural affi nity, neither the traditional with minor amendments and try to hoodwink the new king. relationship, as the Indians wont to claim, that impels Nepal to Since King Gyanendra is also alive to the dangers. Koirala will maintain a cordial and friendly relationship wi th India. It is not be successfu l in his nefarious tricks. Because of such anti- Nepal's uttcr necessity, Her geography. her size and her eco-national activities of the Koirala government and the appalling nomic backwardness are such constraints which leave her very mi series, the poor people of Nepal had to endure during the last little room to maneuver in her relationship with her bi gger more than a decade of multi-party regime which has started neighbor in the south. [n a little more than five decades that threatening the very democratic process, so dearly nurtured by Nepal has es tab li shed political relationship with independent late King Birendra. the overwhelm ing majority of Nepalese India, the bilateral relationship has seen many ups and downs. were demanding that Girija Koirala be replaced. Any leader Nepal being allhe receiving end cannot take lion's share of the with a reasonable sense of political moralily and faith in bl ame, Unfortunately, the Indian media mi ss no opportunity to democratic traditions would have voluntarily resigned on a rub on Nepal's smallness. At times, the Nepalese are forced to couple of issues that Prime minister Koirala had faced. But. think whetherthe Indian media are guided by officialdom. And Koirala being totally unaware of such virtues, did nOl obli ge the our elected government can never stand up to their height nation. In due course, a(ter the pangs of sorrow and grief dealing with the Indians. In such a si tuation, the king has to subside. King Gyanendra must give due consideration over shoulder the added responsibility. King Gyanendra, with his this issue. In the meantime, if the Prime minister realizes his wisdom and maturity, will succeed to bring the relations back mistakes and makes signilicant improvements in his behavior, to the normal keel. • 
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PARLIAMENT 

Uncertain Session 
The budget session of parliament seems to be running 
far behind schedule 

opposition parries are still in no mood to 
give up their demand for the resignation 
of Koirala, the budget session is unlikely 
to be trouble-free. 

"As long as Prime Minister Koirala 
holds on to his position, there is no 
question of our participating in the ses­
sion of the parliament ," said MP 
and leader of United People's Front 
Lila Mani Pokharel. Our party wi ll abide 

By KESHAB POUDEL Nepali Congress and wi th other parties, by the decision of the five-party left 
including the main opposition CPN- front." 
UML," said Foreign Minister Chakra The government has many items 

A s the country is mourning King Parsed Bastala. of business for the upcoming session, 
Birendra and his family , the gov- Because of opposition from the including the tabling ofthecontroversial 

ment is yet (Q make an official an- CPN-UML and the Rastriya Prajalantra ordinances on setting up an Armed 
ouncemel1l on convening the 20th ses- Party (RPP) , the winter session of the Police Force and regional administra-

sion of parlialnent. house could not take up business for even tors. A number of other bills, including 
Although the government of a single day. The opposition parties those relating to education and womcn's 

Prime MiniSler Girija Prasad Koirala blocked the entire sess ion demanding right to properly. also have 10 be 
was considering convening the session the resignation of Prime Minister Koirala tabled. 
in the middle of June, it has yet to over his alleged involvement in COITUp- Although the RPP, the third largest 
find time to consult with the new mon- tion in the Lauda Air deal. As the party in parliament. has indicated that it 
arch. ~ _________ .",.._ .... _.-________ -, would not boycott the 20th 

For the ruling NcpaJi Con- session of parliament. it is yet 
grcss. the National Assembly is j ~. to formally announce its dcci-
going to be the most vexing sion. 
challenge. The number of The summer session is also 
Nepali Congress members is known as the budget session. The 
se t to go down in the upper government has to pass money 
house. The ruling party would bills from the parliament. As the 
need the support of nominated Nepali Congress holds an abso-
MPs to pass crucial pieces lute majority in parliament, pass-
legislation. ing the budget and annual poli-

At a lime when a number cies and programs of the govern-
f important bills have been ment would not be too difficult 

pending in parliament for a for the government. 
long time, the government must The only difllculty for the 
e ns ure a way of clearing government is lO pass other bil1s 
them in both chambers. "One #~ andordinancesonllsown. "From 
of the important tasks of the I this session, we will lose our 
forthcoming session of parlia- Ul'" majority in the upper house and 
ment is to pass a number of 1 we will have to rely on royal 
bills pending from the previous nominees and other members to 
session," said Hishnu DUlla pass the bills," said Congress 
Upreti, spokesman of the par- whip in the parliament. 
liament secretarial, "The The tragic deaths of King 
parliament secretariat is ready ~ Birendra and his family mem-
to hold the session as soon as bers have cast a shadow over the 
we receive a formal notifica- session of the parliament. De-
tion." , spite the importance of the 

"The session will begin government's annual programs 
from the middle of the month as and policies and Ihe budget, pub-
the government has already ::..-----------' lic attention has nOlshifted to the 

House of Representatives: Will the next session be smooth ? 
started consultations within the legislature yet. • 
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ECONOMY 

Courting Disaster 
Regular disruptions in daily life will seriously erode 
the national economy 

By A CORRESPONDENT 

L ike all o ther transit points with 
India, the Birgunj-Raxaul border 

post was closed following the killings at 
the royal palace. The nearly weeklong 
closure of these vital border points will 
affect the an nual revenue collections. 

The country's major indusu'ial areas 
were also shut down. Even small and 
COllage industries were virtually at a 
standsti ll. If all the cumulati ve losses 

Chambers of Conunerce and Industry in 
a press release. 

Political uncertainty and frequent 
strikes called by major political parties 
have hampered direct foreign investment 
and slowed industrial output. "If the situ­
ation is not handled properly, Nepal will 
face a severe economic crisis in the com­
ing days," said an economic analyst. 

With the onset of the monsoon on 
time, this ye~r. too, seems to be favorable 
ror the agricultural sector, which plays a 

very prominent part in over­
all economic development. 
[n the last few years, Nepal 
has been able to achieve 
economic progress in large 
part because the agriculture 
sector perrormed well. 

"In the last rour years, 
timely monsaon has helped 
to retain the level of eco­
nomic progress," said 
former finance minister 
and UML leader Bharat 
Mohan Adhikary." Had 

'-_-" ..... _-' the Nepali Congress gov-
Vegetable market: Economy hit by uncertainty ernment handled the 

calculated. the economic catastrophe the 
coumry has undergone wou ld come into 
sharper focus. 

Although Nepal's IInanci.1 institu­
tions are yet to come up with a detailed 
accounting of the damage seen in the 
economic sector, economists hold the 
view that it wi ll take months for Nepal to 
recover. Despite chronic political uncer­
tainlY, Nepal has achieved an average 
econom ic growth rate of 6 percent. 

"The country's industrial sec tor is 
passing through a very criueal phase. 
Everyone has to work to create a condu­
cive climate to boost the industrial sec­
LOr," sa id the Federation of Nepalese 
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country's economy prop­
erly. the situation would have become 
difrercnt." 

After the coumfY emerges out of 
its mourning period. it will have to con­
front a kcy question: how to bring the 
economy and industrial sector on an even 
keel? 

At a time when traditional export 
items like carpet and garment are facing 
a slump and tourism is virtually on the 
ruin, the Finance Ministry seems to be 
facing some difficulty in putting the 
economy back on track. The government 
wi ll have to bring out a long-term recov­
ery package drawing commitment from 
all pol itical quarters . • 

MEDIA 

Struggle For 
Freedom 
The government's decision to ar­
rest the editor and publishers of a 
leading daily newspaper has 
sparked a new round of contro­
versy on freedom of the press tf,-
As soon as the government arrested Kantipur 
editor Yuba Raj Ghimire, and publishers Kailash 
Sirohiya and Binod Gyawali. it drew wide­
spread criticism from national and international 
quaners. Although the court is yet to agree on 
the charges levelled by the government. Ghjmire, 
Sirohiya and Gyawali have spent several days 
in police custody. 

'This is an attack against the freedom of 
the press guaranteed by the Constitution of 
Kingdom of Nepal:' said Surcsh Acharya. presi· 
dent of the Federation of Nepalese Journalist. 
"There is nothing that can justify the 
government" s charges against the three men." 

Ghimire, Sirohiyn and Gyawah were ar­
rested on ehargt!s of treason for publishing an 
artlciewrinen by Maoist ideologueDr. Baburam 
Bhatlarai. The government saw Dr. Bhattarai's 
article as a public eaU to defy existing laws and 
the constitution . 

"Is there any government which can tole . .... 
ate cal ls forLhedisintegration orthecountry an~ ~ 
fomenting rebellion against the existing re-
gi me?" asked Minister of lnf offilation and Com­
munication Shi va Raj Joshi. "We have no inten­
tion to curtail the freedom enjoyed by the press. 
hut {hey have to be responsible in theiraclions." 

This is not tirst time a newspaper editor or 
publisher has been detained since the restora­
tion of multiparty democracy 12 years ago, The 
editor of a weekly newspaper believed IQ reflect 
the Maoists' views was released two months 
ago under orders from the Supreme Court after 
he spent 22 months in prison. 

Three months ago. following Violent pro­
tests triggered by unsubstantiated remarks at­
tributed to Indian film star Hrithik Roshan, the 
government cruled ill the publisher of the Space­
Time daily for interrogalion. 

Whatever the arguments the govenunent 
has advanced to justify il~ action this time. the 
arrests ofGhimire, GyawaJi and Sirohiya have 
conveyed a very damaging message both inside 
the country and outside about the state 0 f Nepal's 
democracy at such a volatile period. • L-________________ ~ 
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LANDSLIDES quick action to hclp the victims. 

Slithering Menace 
Although the district administration 

made some rescuc and relief attempts. 
they were too little and too late. But as 
the country limps back to normalcy after 
the June I palace killings. the govern­
ment now has to face the long hard mon­
soon and its calamitous uffcct on live~ 

and property across the country. The first 
thing the authorities could do is put res­
cue workers on red alen and take steps to 
prevent tht: loss uf lives and properly this 
season. 

The monsoon makes an ominous entry this year, as landslides 
kill more than a dozen people in a remote north-eastern district 

By SANJAYA DHAKAL 

E vcn as the coumry was mourning 
the deaths of their king and queen, 

. ndslides unleashed by the early mon-
on raJnfall swept houses in the remote 

Pathibhara and Pawakhola village devel­
opment committees in the north-western 
Sankhuwasabha district killed 13 people. 

The heavy downpour on the night of 
June 6 triggered massive mudslides in 
different parts of the villages. claiming 
morc than a dozen lives - including four 
people of the same family . The villagers 
have said that the mudslides swept away 
dozens of other people. whose where­
abouts are still unknown. 

Located in a far-Ilung area. the vil­
lages are cuI olT from communicatIOn. 
The news of the natural calamity could 
reach thecapital only two days laler. Even 
rescue workers could reach the area quite 
late. The district administration office has 

'stributed rclicfmoncy to the families of 
cLims and those who have been ren­

dered homeless. 
The hilly regions of the country are 

prone to landslides during the monSDon 

season every year. The houses built on the 
steeps of denuded hills are susceptible to 
such calamities. As about 68 percent of 
the countryfs area is covered by hills. the 
landsl ides are fatal. "The floods and land­
slides occur as a part of natural phenom­
enon. But what is important is to find out 
how to prevent them from taking lives and 
destroying property ," said an environ­
mentalist. 

Every year hundreds of people die as 
flash floods and landslides h,it in different 
parts of the country during the monsoon 
season from June to September. This year. 
too, the early signals show that more 
floods and landslides could be in the off-
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The months of July and August. gen­
erally. mark a peak season for rainfall 
Therefore. the government has to be ex­
tra-cautious to prevent the heavy loss of 
lives like that wllnc>scd in 1993 when 
nearly 500 people died In floods. 

In moM parts of Nepal, rainfall ot:curs 
from mid-June untillatc September. The 
average annual rainfall varies depending 
on altitude and locallopography. It ranges 
from under 250 mm at places in western 
Nepal north of main Himalayan range to 
over 5000 mm 011 the southern slopes of 
the Himalayas. 

Asceneof a landslide: Recurring problem 
During themon~oon season hundreds 

of watershed swe ll resulting in the iand­
slides in hills and Ilash Iloods in plains. As 
dark clouds bring ominous signs. the gov­
ernment will have to brace for tough day5. 
ahead. • 

ing. As the monsoon will affect the coun­
try for another three to four months, the 
disaster in Sankhuwasabha could be re­
peated in other parts. 
However. is the gov­
ernment prepared? 

The answer is 
"no". Much of the 
governmentfs effon 
is focu sed on rescue 
and relief operations. 
Things like preven­
tion , disaster man­
agement, mitigation 
and rehabilitation are 
not in the picture. 

The landslides 
last week could not 
have come at worse 
moment. The whole 
country was mourn­
ing the tragedy at the 
royal palace and the 
authorities were too 
disturbed to take any 
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TOURISM Lhern. abouL 16 percenL seemed to oome 

Downward Spiral 
with friends. About 32 percent come on 
self-guided tours and about 15 percent 
visit through semi-organized LOurs. 

According to a study conducted by 
Hari Prasad Shrestha, the highest num­
ber of visiLOrs LO Nepal- 43.7 percent 
- made their travel plans about three to 
six months in advance. About 30 per-

Recurring street violence and chronic political insta­
bility batter Nepal's vital tourism industry 

By KESHAB POUDEL 

W hen the first flight of Qatar 
Airways arrived on Wednes­

day May 30, the plane. which was sup­
posed to have more Lhan 70 percent 
occupancy, had only 40 passengers. Of 
Lhem. Lhere were only rour foreign tour­
ists. 

As soon as the four tourists moved 
LOwards the arrival lane after immigra­
Lion and customs formalities. they found 
themselves swarmed by two dozens taxi 
drivers and almost an equal number or 
hOlel representatives. "We have to wait 
Lhe whole day to get a Lrip of Rs.200. Ir 
the siLuati on remains unstable. the fami­
lies of more than five hundred workers 
at Lile airport will have to starve." said 
Sita Ram Giri. a taxi driver. "It is the 
primary duty of political panics to Leach 
their cadres how to maintain order in 
society." 

Tens of Lhollsands of people whose 
livelihoods rest on the tourism industry 
share Giri's worries. In the aftermaLh of 
Lhe frequent SLreet baLLles and rioLs or 
the last few years. touri st bookings rrom 
India and oLher counLries have plum­
meted. From five-star hotels to the small 
lodges in Thamel. room occupancy has 
plunged from 40150 percenL to virtuall y 
zero. 

Activities in tourism-related sec­
tors have almost come to a standstill. 
There is a sense of emptiness in many 
places Lhat once bUlled wiLh people 
from around the world. Worse, nobody 
knows whether Nepal' SJourism indus­
Lry wou ld be able LO revive itse lf. 

"One of the biggest achievement of 
Nepal was Lit s reputation as altranquil 
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cent of the visiLOrs planned their trip 
and peaceful destination with humble between one and two months before 
people in the mountain. Nepal is fast their arrival. Similarly. 23.9 percent 
losing all iLs unique characters in the made their plan between six months and 
last few years," said Yajna Raj Satyal in onc year in advance. "This shows that 
a recenL book. "Nepal has a to go a long most of the visitors coming to Nepal 
and difficult way to prove that it is made plans at least six months in a 
really safe for LOurists.' · vance," said Shrestha in his book, "Tou -

Others are less gloomy, seeing the ism in Nepal: Marketing Challenges". 
possibility of the..-_______ ...,... 
tourism industry re­
coveflng lost 
ground fairly soon. 
Amid theinfrastruc­
lure and facilities 
available in the 
country. they say, 
Nepal may nOL have 
to wait very long for 
the recovery to take 
place. 

If the trends of 
the last two years ,.1'1:1. ... ..,. 
are any indication, 
however, Nepal is 
losing its reputation 
as a peaceful and 
tranquil destinaLion 
for tourisLs. The 

negat i vc publ ici ty I::~=~;;:'==;::;;:::;;=;:=-....:::!:::"=-=::::=-___ ...J 
Lhe country is get-
ting in the interna­
tional media is partly responsib le for 
the slump. 

One of the major challenges for 
Nepal's touri sm authorities and entre­
preneurs is finding ways of rai sing Lhe 
intlow ofLourisLs. All concerned panies 
need to work in uni son to revive the 
industry before it sinks deeper into the 
mire of apaLhy. 

According to reporls. more Lhan 
37.8 percent orthe LourisLs visiting Nepal 
come Lhrough organized LOurs. Among 

This makes it clear that even the Slight­
est disturbance in Nepal would have 
negative effects on touri st in now over 
the lon~ term. 

Although Nepal Tourism Board 
(NTB) has iniLiaLed markeL promoLional 
aCLiviLies in di fferem pans ofLhe world. 
including in India and Japan. iLs activi­
ties have been seL back by the growing 
perception of Nepal as a vio lent and 
unstable destination. 

''The frequent bandhs and other vio-
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lent activities have already damaged 
Nepal's reputation in the international 
tourism market. We have time and 
again requested major political parties, 
which are supposed work for the 
bellerment of the country. not to launch 
any program that would damage the 
image of tourism industry." said 
Narendra Bajracharya, pres ident of 
Hotel Association Nepa\. "Unfortu­
nately, everyone has turned a deaf earlO 
us." 

DepartmentofImmigration records 
show a drastic fall in tourist arrivals 

m India and other countries. 
lis decline has had a knock-on 

effect on several other areas of the 
economy. 

If the situation fails to improve. 
hoteliers say they are not in a position 
to pay back interest on loans they re­
ceived from commercial banks. "How 
can we pay back the interest when 
wc don ' t have anything to pay," said 
a hotelier on condition of anonymity. 

"No one can rescue us as long as we 
Nepalis do not bother about our prob­
lems." 

It is said that some hotels in 
Kathmandu and Pokhara are planning 
to close down indefinitely. While this 
step is expected to save millions of 
~ees for beleaguered hotel owners, 
~ message it sends is clear: Nepal's 
tourism industry is in a very critica l 
period and nobody knows how long it 
wi 11 take for things to improve. 

Nepal's tourism crisis began after 
the hijacking of an Indian Airlines 
flight to New Delhi from Tribhuvan 
International Airportin December 1999. 
Following the hijacking, Indian Air­
lines suspended its entire operations in 
Nepa\. That move led to a drastic fall in 
touris t arrivals, particularly Indian visi­
tors. 

Although Indian Airlines resumed 
its flights six months later, the situation 
has not become norma\. New regula­
tions requiring Indian nationa ls to carry 
their passport o r other official identifi­
cation document and the ban on travel­

ers from carrying Ind ian Rs 500 
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In a restaurant: Feeli ng sare 

banknotes havediscouraged Indian 10ur­
ists from visiting Nepa\. 

Weeks after Indian Airlines re­
sumed its flights, stories of bird hilling 
aircraft at the airport grabbed the head­
lines. Although birds actually hit no 
more than two aircraft. national news­
papers were full of stories about how 
dangerous Nepal's only international 
airport had become. Some major inter­
national newspapers picked up the story 
with disastrous effecl. 

After the bird-hits seemed to re­
cede from the papers, hotel workers 
launched a strike demanding the impo­
sition of 10 percent service charges on 
guests. In response, owners of 
Kathmandu's hotels locked up thcirpre­
mises for a day. Because of the hotel 
workers' strike, many tour groups sent 
in last-minute cancellations. 

As the hotel row appeared to be 
softeni ng, protests triggered by 
unsubstantiated remarks attributed In­
dian fi lm start Hrithi k Roshan rocked 
Kathmandu, leaving a trail of death and 
destruction. The so-called "Hrithi k epi­
sode" helped to portray Nepal as a hos­
tile destination for Indi an tourists. De­
spite the widespread acknowledgement 
in India that the Nepalese peop le were 

friendly towards Indians because of, 
among other things, their shared reli­
gious and cultural heritage, the fury and 
intensity of the anti-Hrithik protests 
were enough to convey a negative'mes­
sage. 

Amid this crippling of the tourism 
industry, five left parties. including the 
main opposition CPN-UML, last month 
called a three-day Nepal bandh to press 
for Prime Minister Girija Prasad 
Koirala's resignation over his alleged 
involvement in a tainted aircraft deal. 
Despite repeated request from industri­
alists not to adopt such an economically 
suicidal course, the opposition alliance 
went ahead with their 72-hour shut­
down. 

IfNepaJ"s tourism industry were to 
collapse, the country would losea source 
of direct employment for tens of thou­
sands of people. Hundreds of thousands 
of others would face indirect conse­
quences. 

If Nepal's po litical parties join 
hands to achieve national stabi lity, there 
sti ll might be some hope for the tourism 
sector. Forthis to happen, politicallead­
ers have to acknow ledge the fact that 
they can no longer ignore the conse­
quences their negative actions bring . • 
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PALACE KILLINGS PROBE 

aiting 
For The 
Report 
Dazed and shocked, Nepalis are yet to come to terms with the 
unbelievable tragedy that struck the royal palace. Although the 
people's anger over the gruesome killings of so many royal family 
members is cooling, their quest to know the truth persists. Will t ' 
report of high-level committee formed to investigate the palace 
killings bring the answers? 

By KESHAB POUDEL 

Tens of thousands of people 
continue to pay homage to 
their late king, queen and 
other members of the royal 

family who were killed when tragedy 
st ruck a family gathering at the 
Narayanhity Royal Palace on June I , 
2001. At the same time, they are awaiting 
substantial evidence on the actual c ir­
cumstances surrounding the tragedy. 

From the failed love affair of Crown 
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Prince Dipcndra to conspiracy theories 
of va rious eoloTs, NepaJis are having to 
rely on rurnors and unsubstantiated in­
formation. A credible story on the palace 
bloodbath is yet to come out in public. 

As Ncpalis are still mourning their 
beloved king, an adrift nation is strug­
gling to regain peace and tranquillity. 
But a profound sense of anger and frus­
tration is etched on the minds of the 
people. 

Though angered and frustrated, the 
Nepalese people do not have an alterna­
tive to waiting for the report , which is 

expected to be presented to King 
Gyanendra by the committee by Thurs­
day evening. 

Upon the request of the committee, 
the king extend its tenure by four days. 
After the extension, the committee is 
said to have interviewed the some girls 
who have been linked with the late King 
Dipendra Shah. 

This is the first high-level commit­
tee that has been given full authority to 
investigate events and inrerview all the 
surviving eyewitnesses, mostly royal rela­
tives. 
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Upadhyaya (middle) and Ranabhat (left) : Historic responsibility 

In the killings, 10 royal family mem­
bers, including five members of King 
Birendra 's family, his two sisters, Shanti 
Singh and Sarada Shaha, brother-in-law 
Kumar Khadga Bikram Shaha, cousin 
Princess Jayanti Shaha and brother, 
former prince Dhirendra, died. 

In order to investigate all angles of 
the case, the committee seems to be mak-" 
~ every effort to interview people even 
~olely related 10 lhe incident. 

"This is first lime an outside com­
mittee has been allowed to investigate a 
matter related to the royal palace;' said 
an analyst. "The high-level committee 
has to investigate all kinds of details 
regarding security and other matters of 
the palace." 

Many contradictory Turnors about 
the massacre at the Narayanhily Royal 
Palace on the Black Friday on June 1 
have floated even before the high-level 
committee began its work. 

Although all media reports and rev­
elations of the royal relatives indicated 
that it was Crown Prince Dipendra who 
killed his family membewbefore com­
mitting suicide. for the majority of the 
Nepalese is finding il hard to believe. 

I1 seems that the commit[ee's report 
alune will not solve the confus ion and 
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chaos on the killings in the royal palace 
as a large number of people are skepti­
cal about the accounts of the so-called 
eye-witnesses . 

Political Parlies on Committee 
Although all major political parties 

ha ve stressed for the need to restore peace 
and tranquillity in the country, no one 
believes the parties will abide by their 
commitment. 

'·Although our party decided to pull 
out from the high-level committee, we 
will support and cooperate WIth the re­
port," said leader of main opposition 
party Madhav Kumar Nepal. 

Other political panies including 
CPN-ML and other leftist communist 
parties, including radical NCP(Masal) 
and other small communist outfits, also 
have exhorteu the people to remain calm. 

·'To believe the palace killing was 
the result of a family feud would be 
uHcrly childish. This is a conspiracy 
hatched by international reactionary 
forces against the country's Stovcreignty 
and to limit the rights ofthc people:' said 
a press statement released by NCP-Masal. 

Other political parties, including the 
Rastriya Prajatantra Party, also issued 
call s for calm . As the CPN-Maoist sti ll 
seems to be in a mood to fuel public 

anger after the publication of the report, 
one cannot rule out an outbreak of unrest. 

'·Some forces 1 i ke the Maoists and 
other bad elements may try to exploit the 
fragile situation," said Foreign Minister 
Chalera Prasad Bastola. 

Along with a large number of main­
stream political parties, intellectuals and 
political analysts also hold the view that 
the people will gradually realize the facts. 

"People are now talking on the basis 
of their emotions so their reaction is 
spontaneous. As soon as they see the 
fact, the people will realize it," said Pro­
fessor Lok Raj Baral. "I don't expect any 
violent outbreaks as the eyewitness ac­
counts are already comIng out about who 
commitled the acc" 

"We are taking every necessary step 
to prevent pOSSible violence as one can­
not rule out the possibility of some sorts 
of disturbance." said Mini~ter Bastola. 

Although the government has been 
taking measures to prevent possible dis­
turbances after the probe panel presents 
its report, polillcal experts think that the 
level of violence witnessed in the first 
week of June would be repeated. . 

"Spontaneous violence erupted in 
the immediate 3ftcnnath of the killings 
because of contradictory remarks and 
confusion emanating from the govern­
ment." said Professor Shridhar Khatri. 
"Had the government named the real 
culpflt of the incident earlier. such vio­
lent incident would have been prevented." 

Headed by Chief Justice of the Su­
preme Court Kesha, Prasad Upadhyaya, 
the high-level commiuce will have a very 
challenging task in convincing the people 
that the ir probe has been cxamin ing im­
partial and based on truth. 

The committee has been given broad 
powers to probe into wide areas. includ­
ing Royal Palace security offic ia ls . inter­
viewing survivor~. and interrogating a ll 
other persons including the doctors in­
volved in the treatment. 

In accordan<.:c with the terms of ref­
erence given by King Gyanendra, the 
high-level committee has said La have 
interviewed eyewitncss survi vors, secu­
rity personnel and mcdical officers. The 
two-member committee has also visited 
the Narayanhity Royal Palace to probe 
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into the incident. 
After the sudden eruption of three­

day violent street demonstrations, the 
government seems to be fully prepared 
to take necessary steps to prevent such 
further happenings. 

Desperate, frustrated and confused, 
the people of the country are eagerly 
waiting to know how the high-level com­
minee will prescnllheir report about the 
unfOrlunalC incident that lOok palace in 
Narayanhity Royal Palace on June \. If 
things go smoothly, the committee will 
hand over its report on Thursday. The 
question: will the peop le accept ir' 

"The majority of the people will 
accept the verdict of the committee as 
they do not have any .-_-..-_ .. 
Olher alternative," said 
Professor Khatri. "There 
;, always aposslbili ty of 
a small number of group 
opposing the idea." 

Others do not rule 
out the possibili ty ofse­
ries of violence in the 
com ing days. ''The re­
cent tendencies of the 
youth show that there is 
go ing to be a series of 
vio lence in the comi ng 
days," said Professor 
Dhruba Kumar. 

and family members to turn to. 
King Gyanendra has difficult task to 
lead the nation and overcome the chal­
lenges. 

Despite smooth succession to the 
throne, the misgivings generated by the 
aftermath of the killings might take some 
time to subside. 

The love a nd affec tion of the 
Nepalese people for the institution of 
monarc hy is unquestionable and 
unchallengeable, as every communi ty in 
the country requires the un ifying pres­
ence of the institution of monarchy. 

As life moves toward normality, 
there is a sense of anxiety in the face of 
the common man. "The royal palace in-

Although some eye­
witnesses to the royal 
palace killings havesup­
parted the theory that King Gyanendra : Challenges ahead 

Crown Prince Dipendra 
is responsible forthe bloodshed, the com­
miltee st ill requires concrete evidences 
to justify it. 

'·As everyone knows who killed the 
royal famil y members, people will not 
have difficulty 10 support the findings of 
the hi gh-level com mittee," said Profes­
sor Saral. 

Challenge to New Monarcb 
New monarch Gyanendra has al ­

ready made efforts to provide the right 
infonnation appointing a hi gh-level com­
mittee to probe the kilUng. Never in the 
history of Nepal was Nepal's monarchy 
so depleted of its family members. 

Although King Gyanendra is re­
garded as a competent and efficient mon­
arc h. he does not have many relatives 
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cident has rocked the entire country. but 
the situation is going to nonnalize. As 
the adage goes: The king is dead. Long 
li ve the King." said Minister of Fi nance 
Dr. Ram Shar.n Mahal. 

People may not take part in violent 
demonstrations, but the instabi lity and 
uncertainty generated in the mind of 
people will not fade away soon. 

Political Instability 
If Nepal plunges into prolonged po­

litical instability, it will be uneasy fo r 
Nepal's two giant neighbours. India has 
already expressed concern over the fall ­
outofpolitical instabi lity in Nepal. China. 
as usual, has been subdued in expressing 
its concerns. 

The Hindustan Times has described 

Nepal as the geographical forehead of 
India. Right now. the country is giving 
New Delhi a terrible migraine. India's 
largest-circulated dai ly's comments 
on Nepal underscore how much fndians 
are concerned by the turn of events in 
Nepal. 

As China regards Nepal as a soft 
belly to Tibet, the northern neighbour is 
obviously much concerned by the possi­
bility of prolonged political instability in 
the kingdom. 

" Indi a and China have already ex­
pressed deep sorrow over the unfortu­
nate events in Nepal. Th is definitely 
shows their concern about deve!opme -
in Nepal. Indians are much worried .ba 

alleged terrorism activi­
ties in Nepal." said Pro­
fessor Khatri. 

"As the traditional 
concept of diplomacy has 
been tran~formed by eco­
nomic concerns. Nepal 
may not have wide room 
to exercise its foreign 
policy options ." he 
cont inuted. "Nepal has to 

aCL:ept its historical. cul­
tural and geograph ical 
compuls ions. As Nepa l 
has already expressed the 
commitment not to allow 
its soil to he used against 
any of the neighbo 
lhere IS nothing to war 
about:' sa id Foreign Min­
j.!-ler Bastola. 

'·Political ItIstability and violence 
will not help e ither Nepal or any of it s 
neighbours. The soo ner the coul1lry re­
covers [ram the trauma of violence, the 
better for the region as a whole," said 
Professor Dhruba Kumar. "If violence is 
allowed to prevail in thi s mountainous 
country, it will be difficult to control in 
future." 

Although tensions are subsiding and 
the country is gradually limping toward 
normality, Nepal may have to go long 
way to recover from the shock of the 
killings. At a time when Nepal has al­
ready lost its image asa peaceful destina­
tion , it is the people who have to prove 
that they are inhabitants of a peace-lov­
ing country . • 
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Residents Of Rumorland 
Can Nepal's young hope to break free of the rumor­
reaction-regret cycle? 
By AKSHAY SHARMA beds of radicalism. the law-enforcement com­

munity has begun paying special altenlion, , 
'W "Since the Maoist insurgency. we have been 

e were paid Rs 1.000 for each looking into public colleges where we suspect lire wc burned on the streets," a some Maoist members are active," says Arjun youth protester gleefully lold SPOTLIGHT in Basnyet. who is part of the security apparatus, the aftermath or th~ killings at the Narayanhity "Political instability provides a perfcctopportu--* -al Palace. A tear gas fumes. rubber bullets nily for people to sleal or vandalize propeny.'· .. burning tires gripped the strcets of Earlicr. police were not allowed into col-Kathmandu. the nation again tried to find OUI lege premise~ without the permission of the what lay behind Ihe violelll tendencies among campus chief or the leader orlhe student union. the youth. But thilt is changing. "In temples. colleges and "Why is it that the youth are vandalizing almost everywherc else you run into bluc-uni-their own property?" asJu. Krishna Sharma. fomled polIce omcers." says Asim Pradhan of "Even if they have political grievances. what is Amrit Science College. 
it that they hope to gain by destroying public The Nepalese propensity to be carried prorcrtyT The scale and circllm- .,.. _________ ..... 
'>lances of the violence dctied rea­
~ol1lng., "When somcoody ~uggesls 
thal an elephant ha~ entered my 
housc. I'll look at the size of the door 
through which it might have entered 
before I act," says Padma Tuladhar. 
However. such caution is thrown to 
the Wind once rumor~ start spreadi ng 
like wildfire. 

on 8 elephants and 3.000 troops behind the 
cavalcade!" Moreover. he points out that the 
crown prince descended from his elephant to 
mke the epistle as the royal salute is fired. He 
clearly observes that Nepalese had an age-old 
attitude that the Chinese were the strongest 
people on earth. 

Thjs situation. where a handful of power­
ful and influential people detennines the out­
look of the majority. has scarcely changed over 
the centuries. With high premium placed on the 
principles of accoumability and transparency. 
the traditions of an isolationist and re latively 
ignorant era should have lost their relevance. 
However. today's police department, which 
bears thcbrunt of the ereatl vit y of rumomlOngers. 
understands how hard old habits die, "Every 
university or college has a student elected body. 
be it aunionor a student council, TIley represent 
the voices and views of the Mudents:' says 
Binod Bhattarai ofTribhuvan University. 'They 
should nCl be involved in national politics or be 
used by politicalleadcI:i as pawns. Ir a student 
leader wants to make it big in national politics. 
heshould first prepare himself and then go tothe 
right place to show his talents." 

"We represent the studcnts and wc are 
elected to voice thelrdcmands." counters Subodh 

Sharma of Trithandra College. "If a 
student takes a Ju~tifiable demand to 
thecampuschiefsurely he willlislen.·' 

Nevertheless . rumor-based poli­
tics seems to thrive on college cam­
puses, "Why do dashes between col­
lege~ that are controllcd by pOlitical 
parties occur SO regularly:' asks Kumar 
Basnyet ofTrichandra Collcge. 

TIle rool.~ of youth alienallon 
(an be found in many areas. "Drugs 
111lght be the guiding force behlllLi it 
all." says Hira Kazl Maharjan. "More· 
,.. • . there is no value for academic 
.fication~ in our I.:ountry. Exams 
arc not held in time." Then the big 
picturc cnter~. 'There is a huge gen, 
eraliongapbelween Ihe youth and the 
leaders. lr this i~ understood. rnany Nepalese people: Rumor-struck 

"Why do teachers in public col­
leges get manhandled?" asks Dinesb 
Shrestha of Kathmandu University of 
Science and Technology. If colleges 
controlled by national political parties 
are pan of lhe I1roblcm. what is the 
way out? ,,' studied in a public college 
and in thrt!e years I have not attended 
a single class." says Chandra Gurung 

-------' of Minbhawan Campus, "Why don'l 
prohlems could be solved. Sadly 
enough. the tendency of the elders is to misunder­
stand our problems." Maharjan adds. 

"Jealousy is another factor contribuling to 
(he anarchy that so oftcn spills onto the streets," 
says Jayan Nyachu. "Many youth see their 
fricnds becoming better off socially and eco­
nomically. Thcy choose lO do thlllgs that they 
recl wou ld make them worthy of notice." 

TIle youth have always played a crucial 
mic in national politics. argue political leaders. 
However. students do not wantlo remain pawns 
at the hands of bickering politicians. "Is Tribhu­
van University the prescrveoflhc government?" 
asks Sunil Pant of Kathmandu University. "Ir 
you indu lge in pOlitics in Kath~andu Unjver­
sity. you'd be kicked out preuy soon, Our uni­
versities need 10 produce creative thinkers in­
stead of corrupting the minds of the young," 

With some campuses having become hot-
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away by notions and hearsay was chronicled by 
Bnan Hodgson, British representative al the 
counofNepal inJune 1813. "It wasatimewhen 
he found himself shut up in the narrow round of 
Residency routine. and forbidden to stray fur­
therthan a morning' 5 ride f ram its walls." writes 
William Williamson Hunter. 

Hodgson seems to have returned to Nepal 
in 1824 and written to his sister, "If these 
barbarians did but know theirowngood, instead 
of which they are insolent and hostile, and play 
on us, as far as they can dare. the Chinese 
ctiqueue and foreign policy. The celestial Em­
peror is their idol. and by the way, whilst I write 
(he (Nepalese) sovereign himself is passing by 
the Residency in all royal pomp to go three 
miles in order 10 receive a letter which had just 
arrived from Peking. Here they go150 chiefs on 
horsebacks. royally and the royalty's,advisors 

public colleges require 75 percent at­
tendance.that is the basic requirement 

in any educational institution?" 
What responsibility should student lead­

ers be prcpared to bear for this state of affairs? 
"One needs practice to rcpresent the people's 
demands. A slUdent union leader can brush up 
his leadership skills in college ... says Asish 
Sherchan of Amril Science College. "However, 
heor she should refrain from getting invol ved in 
national politics while serving as a representa­
tive of fellow students," he adds. 

" I always deeply relish Ihe sweet noble air 
and the sweet scenery of this fine regIOn." 
Hodgson wrote. "Upon the whole of my life. 
though monotonous, Oags not. nor is li able to 
tedium, and with good health I should not envy 
the Monarch ofGreal Britain." Perhaps rhe late 
poet Bhupi Sherchan was merely giving a 
Nepalese perspecti ve to Hodgson' s views when 
he said, "This is a land of rumors". • 

19 



NATIONAL 

MEDIA 

State Silence 
State-owned Nepal Television and Radio Nepal face sharp 
criticism for their (non)reporting of the palace deaths 

By SANJAYA DHAKAL 

O n that fateful morning of June 2, 
hundreds of thousands of Nepalis 

were glued to Nepal Television and Radio 
Nepal in the hope of getting some news. 

Already disturbed by the barrage of 
reporting by the foreign media about the 
killings in the Narayanhity royal palace 
and the conStant ringing of the telephone 
from family and friends, the people groped 
for infonnation from the government 
media. 

Never had the telephones in the eoun­
try been busier. Even in the early morn­
ing, the network was so overloaded that 

Strangely, the state media kept mum, 
Even the daily news bulletin at7 am was 
skipped, leading the people to fear the 
worst. The constant reporting from for­
eign media like BBC and CNN became 
the only source for those people who had 
access to these chan nels, Others had to 
let their anxiety grow. 

In the absence of credible infom1a­
lion, rumcrs were cooked up and flew 
fast, sending people into confusion. Ru­
mors and hearsay filled the vacuum of 
infonnation. 

It was only after the privy councilis 
chairman Dr. Keshar Jung Rayamajm 
made an announcement around noon 
that the state media informed the people 

that their beloved king and 
queen were dead. 

The nearly sixteen hours 
of non-information from {he 
state has been rapped by all. 
"While the foreign media were 
freely reporting the incident, 
what stopped the government ' 
from letting people know about 
the incident concerning their 
king and queen," asked Anup 
Bhattarai, a you th from 

=;;:t7Tr;i'Or;';U;Cm::~;;g;-:y-""";;J Pu !chow k, People in the street: 
Not only during the report-

it became diffi cult to get a connection. 
The news of shooting in the palace the 
prev ious night spread like wildfire as 
fri ends and fam il y kept on telephoning 
one another. 

The reported deaths of their king and 
queen and other members of royal family 
troubled the Nepalese people already 
plagued by political un~ertainty, corrup­
tion and growing insurgency. Adding to 
their woes, there was no offic ial news, 
aggravating the confusion and frustra­
tion. 
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ing of the incident, the role of 
state media has been criticized also in the 
aftemlath. 

Many people are asking why the 
state media did not present the national 
perspective of the news even as the for­
eign media were reporting them in their 
own manner. 

"The Nepalese media sho uld 
have presented their versio n. That 

co uld have stopped many ru rnors 
from flying," said Bhattarai. "While the 
Indian med ia were broadcasting live in­
terviews and ta lk-shows o n Nepal , our 

Media Mela 
Last week saw Nepal grab the interna­
tional media spotlight - but for all the 
wrong and sad reasons, The wholesale 
killing of the revered royal family brought 
newsmongers from across the world to 
the capi tal of this Himalayan kingdom. 

Newspaper reporters and television 
crews were seen camping at tbe major star 
hotels in Kathmandu to cover the "sensa­
tional kiltings", 

From newspapers like The Washing­
ton Post. The Los Angeles Times and 
New Y ark Times to international nc 
weeklies like Time and Newsweek, every 
major publicatIOn had sent in their repre­
sentatives. 

Even the lesser-known papers like 
Sydney Herald and others reported the 
incident with great empha ... is. 

The television crews from BBC and 
CNN offered round-the-clock coverage 
of the incident. In fact, rhese media broke 
[he news not only to international audi­
ence but also the Nepalis , as the official 
media in Nepal were silent at nrst. 

The Indian media, (00, gave the un­
precedented coverage of Nepal. The tele­
vision channels like Star News and Zee 
News were in the forefront of the cover­
age, The leading newspapers like The 
Times of India, Indian Express, and > 

Asian Age an gave extenslve coverage 
the incident. The news channels even had 
talk shows and debates on tlle incident. 

The news portals on the Internet were 
fi lled with Nepal stories. Tbey even ran 
special sections On Nepal - yahoo.com, 
bbc,com, enn,com, were all filled with 
news from Nepal. 

"I was in fact in Nepal to cover the 
successful expedition of blind mountain­
eer to the Everest. And now this incident 
took place," said Karl Taro Greenfeld 0 

Time Asia, • 

own media remained silent." 
Even whe n baseless rurnors like poi­

soning of drinking water and milk spread 
and sent people 10 panic. the s tate-media 
did not do adequate reporling to assuage 
the lens ion. • 
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Struggle For Dignity 
Dispossessed and disgraced, the vicious circle of pov­
erty multiplies their pain 

By AKSHAY SHARMA 

With the onset of the monsaon. 
among those bracing for the 

worst are the capi tal' s s treet children . -at pavements, s lippery surfaces and 
~essant deluges all conspire to dis­
lodge them from their dwelling. 

The world is not deprived of pov­
ert y. Experts say that of the 6 billion 
people on this planet, 2.8 billion live on 
less than $2 a day. and 1.2 billion live o n 
less $1 a day. About 44 percent of these 
people live in Asia. 

Street children arc familiar features 
of many urban centers in the developing 
world. uThese kids consider the kerb as 
thei r pillow and the street as their mal­
tress," a philosophically incli ned observer 
describes their plight. "The people of 
Kathmandu know these chi ldre n as 
I~hatcs'. who suffer the brunt of what 
usually happens in the capital," says a 
sociolog ist. 
'. Bimal Pun, who arri ved in the capi­

tit'from Nuwakol, west of Kathmandu, 
offers a rags-to-rags story. "I've col­
lected garbage, begged and done all sons 
of work. Now I work for the owner! 
driver of a Safa tempo." 

For ma ny like Pun, their struggle to 
make ends meet often manages to draw 
the attent ion of the Slate, but in a disap­
proving way. 

Accordi ng {Q soc ial act ivists. during 
last yea r's unrest in Kathmandu, police 
detained many of these street c hildren. 
However, la w-enforceme nt offic ial s 
maintain that there is a reason why 
'khates' are the usual suspects. '"They are 
easily led astray because the, have no 
source of income and have been ob­
served to play a vital role in the unrest 
Ihat usuall y happens in town," Inspector 
Rajendra Gurung, to ld SPOTLIGHT. 
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There are other threats to th e 
wellbei ng of these c hildren . One news­
paper recently reported that many s treet 
chi ldren had been observed sniffing toxic 
wastes in garbage dumps around thecapi­
tal. "Paints and gasoline can be espe­
cially toxic and damaging to the brain." 
says Dr. Prashanta Barakoti of Patan 
Hospital. 

Sem inars and workshops o n the 

Street child: Needs to be rehabilitated 

plight o f street children are genera ll y 
caught up in the wider debate on poverly. 
These children li ve without fundame ntal 
freedoms of action a nd choice that bet­
ter-off sections of society take for gran ted. 

They lack basic necessities like food, 
c lo thes, shelter, health and education. 
These deprivations ho ld them back from 
li ving the li fe that everyone values. 
"Street child ren also face extreme vul­
nerability to economic di slocati on and 
natural disasters," says soc io logist Anjan 
Lama."As they are exposed to the ill­
treatment of the inst itutions of the state 

and society, they also find themselves 
powerless to inlluencc the key discus­
s io ns affecting their live s." La ma 
says. All thi s in turn c reates a se nse 
of alienation at such a n impressionable 
age. 

The magnitude of the depri vation 
street childre n suffer is obv ious ly in­
tense and painful. A poor person's 
description of what living in poverty 
means bears eloquen t test imo ny o f hi s o r 
her pain. When escapin g poverty be· 
comes impossible. the suffering only mul ­
tiplies. 

"Poverty is a result or econom ic, 
political and social processes that inter­
act wi th each other and frequently in 
ways that exacerbate the deprivation in 
whic h the poor people live," says Suhesh 
Sharma, who tcaches soc io logy at Tri­
Chandra College. 

The debate then returns lO how lim­
. ilCd assets. inaccessible markets. a nd 
scarce job opportu nities lock people in 
perpetual poverty. At macro-econom ic 
level. experts stress the need to promote 
opportu nities by stimulating econol)lic 
growth, making the markets work better 
for the poor people and bui lding up Iheir 
assets. 

However. that does not tell the full 
story. Sharma says. " In a world where 
political power is unequally distributed 
and often mimics econom ic power, the 
way in w hich the mechanism arthc state 
operates may be unfavorable to these 
young people." Onc law-enforcement of· 
ficial agrees: "These children are often 
victi ms of corrupt and arb itrariness on 
the part of the Slate." 

Pun says: h [ have slept wi th blanket 
of newspapers covering my head. I have 
managed to find a job and I am proud." 
That sense of pride became apparent when 
SPOTLIGHT asked him how much he 
earned in a day. He brushed aside the 
question with the conte mpt of a grown­
up, rem inding us how impolite it is to ask 
a man his salary. 

In the end. Pun' s brusque response 
may have provided planners, policy mak­
ers and everyone concerned for their we ll ­
being a gem of advice: Start hel ping 
street children by giv ing them the respect 
all human bei ngs deserve. • 
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Unsung Hero 
Intrigues entered the court not long after King PrithviNarayan 
Shah declared Kathmandu the capital of modem Nepal 

BY AKSHAY SHARMA 

The most authentic records on the 
..I.. country's history are of modern 

Nepal. Infonnation on the earlier eras is 
available in bits and pieces in the form of 
folklore and tales. Historians say medi­
eval Nepal has many stories and anec­
dotes of enduring value. However, the 
difficulty in getting written material stands 

in the way of putting together a coherent 
and conclusive series of events. 

"It was in the 17th century AD that 
the emergence of the powerful Kingdom 
in Tibet with its capital at Lhasa trans­
formed the Kathmandu valley, an isolated 
sub-llimalayan backwater, into the com­
mercial entrepot between India and cen­
tral Asia," writes Leo Rose in "Nepal: 
Strategy for Survival". 

An Impor-
tant figure in the 

r-------------...,..---------., annalsofmodem 
Nepalese history 
is Bahadur Shah, 
the second son of 
the founder of 
Nepal King 
Prithvi Narayan 
Shah the Great, 
who was born on 
Thursday, June 
16.1757 AD. The 
news of his birth 
was a relief to 
Prithvi Narayan 
Shah. who was in 
a state of frustra­
tion after the de­
feats in his battles 
againstthe Malla 
kings afme prin­
cipalities In 

Kathmandu Val­
ley, say histori­
ans. 

Prithvi 
Narayan Shah's 
dream of national 
unification had 
been ballered by 
the loss of his 
faithful lieuten­
ant Kaji Kalu 

King Prithvi N. Shah: Warning against courtiers ________________________ Pandey. The un i-
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fication campaign had been postponed for 
two years. Prithvi Narayan Shah had hopes 
that one day this baby prince would be­
come brave, courageous and stout. More­
over, he hoped that he would assist him in 
his future expansion campaigns. The baby 
prince was born ofPrithvi Narayan Shah's 
queen Narendra Laxmi . 

Gorkhavamsa Brikshya mentions 
three sons of Prithvi Narayan Shah -
Pratap Singh Shah, Bahadur Shah and 
Narayan Shah. Brian Hogson' s report 10 
the India Office Library mentions the sons 
ofPrithvi Narayan Shah's sons as Pratap 
Singh Shah, Bishnu Shah and Bahadur 
Shah. Historians remain unclear whe 
Narayan Shah and Bishnu Shah was the 
same person. However, it is clear that 
Prithvi Narayan Shah had more than two 
sons of his queen Narendra Laxmi. Those 
who were dead were not counted accord­
ing to the traditions of the time. 

In Prithvi Narayan Shah's Divya 
Upadesh, the general tenn denoting Ba­
hadur Shah was Mahila Baba (the second 
son). According 10 B.R. Bajracharya, 
"S hashidhar Upadhaya (an officer of 
Pratap Singh Shah deputed at Betiya, In­
dia, to report on Lhe person living there in 
exile) in his letter to Pratap Singh Shah 
(1777) referred to the Mahila Saheb (the 
second Sahib) and so did Rana Bahadur 
Shah in a lelter to him." 

According to the tradition then, ;;.'­
hadur Shah was supposed to hav 
ceived his early education through Brah­
mins whose task then was to educate the 
princes and princesses. 

Baburam Acharya and Surya Bikram 
Gyawali. citing Bahadur Shah's poor 
handwriting, argue that he was not well 
educated. However. poor handwriting 
cannot gauge a person's knowledge. Ba­
hadur Shah was supposed 10 have been 
trained in such areas of warfare as ar­
chery, horse-riding and swimming. More­
over, according to Bajracharya. "He prob­
ably took interest in the court discussions 
and got influenced by the courtiers them­
selves, 

History books suggest that Bahadur 
Shah was muchcloserto the Gorkhacourt­
iers because he lived with his father wher­
ever he went. He was supposed to be soft 
spoken which probably provided him the 
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opponunity to acquire statesmanship. A will tell you the outsiders do not obey the staged by the couniers in the Kathmandu 
historian tells us that by the age of 13, court traditions. Keep the command of the Durbar was to convict Bahadur Shah and 
Bahadur Shah's familiarity and attach- king firmly ." Dalmardan Shah of acoup attempt. Baha-
ment with the couniers had increased. It Prithvi Narayan Shah's advice fimlly dur Shah went on to li ve his life in exile in 
was then that Prithvi Narayan Shah took indicated the king ' s power to check mis- Tanahun and went on to Betiya. 
over Kathmandu. useandtheweakcharacterofPratapSingh After Pratap S ingh Shah's death on 

Prithvi Narayan Shah appointed his Shah as an enthusiastic politician. It was a November 17, 1777, two-and-half-year-
elder son Pratap Singh Shah to look after natural phenomenon for the old courtiers old Rana Bahadur Shah was crowned king. 
Kathmandu and the surrounding areas. of Nuwakot to get interested in Bahadur On November 22, 1777 Bahadur Shah 
He went to Nuwakot, where he preferred Shah, a promising prince. was recalled to Kathmandu and arrived in 
to li ve the rest of the 25 glorious years of Thecourtiers once made an approach the capital around December. 
his Ii fe. Bahadur Shah accompanied him. to Prithvi Narayan Shah through his young- Although checked by the conspirato-

Historians claim that Pratap Singh est brother Dalit Shah to make Bahadur rialcourtpoliticsonhisretumtoKathmandu 
Shah soon began to live the lifeofeaseand Shah his heir apparent, suggests one his- at the age of 20. Bahadur Shah saw the 
Pundit Brajanath influenced him into tarian. advent of his political career. 

ri sm. Later, he was known to have When Prithvi Narayan Shah died in "The lndo-Tibetan war with in 1788-
rried a Newar girl named Maiju and January 1775 Bahadur Shah was 17 and 89 brought a challenge to Bahadur Shah's 

gave birth to Bidur Shah. Swaroop Singh the court was divided into two factions, previouslyunrivalledinOuenceatdleNepali 
Karki and others who were opposed to the one supporting Pratap Singh Shah and the Durbar;' Rose writes. "The party opposed 
principles of Prithvi Narayan tothe regent 's(BahadurShah)rule 

Shah later surrounded him . Histary baaks suggest that Bahadur was not enough to bring his down-
Prithvi Narayan Shah could fall immediately, for he still re-

not detach Pratap Singh Shah, Shah was much claser to. the Garkha ceived suppon from the various 
who was obsessed by lhegroup's • •• • factions in Nepal whose interest 
activ ities. from tantrism. In his caurtlers because he llved with hls was closely tied to his own. In dle 
Divya Upadesh. Prithvi Narayan regent's family there were certain 
Shah writes. "This three-cited!ather wherever he went. He was elements of the royal family in­
Nepal isaeold stone. It is only in . cluding Barn Shah and the half 
intrigue with o ne who drinks suppased to. be saft spa ken whlch brodlers of Rana Bahadur, who 

water from cisterns, there is no b bl 'd d h' had regal ambitions oftheir own; 
wisdom, nor is there courage. pro. a y praVl e lm the appartu- the kala(black) Pandey faction led 

There is only intrigue. My wish . • h' by Damodar Pandey, and a Brah-
is to bui ld my cap it a l at nlty to. acqulre statesnlanS lp. min faction led by Gujraj Mishra; 

Dehacho k. And I will build the Palpa royal family which had 
. (A nd me houses ofleaders and the priests 
o~y people. my family , my courts." 

B .R. Bajracharya says Prithvi 
Narayan Shah was right . Nosooncr had he 
declared Kathmandu as the capi tal of 
modern Nepal. than court intrigues came 
inloscene. However. it was not thcNewars. 
bUl lhc khasas and the Brahmins from the 
cast and west who played the d irty games. 
They set as ide the Gorkha court tradition 
and misused the power." 

An old Nepali adage says, "If you 
want just ice you better go 10 Gorkha." 
This was the tradition the forefathers of 
Prilhvi Narayan Shah had set. 

Moreover, in his Divya Upadesh, 
Prilhvi Narayan Shah tries. to warn his 
people against the intrigues of the court­
lers: "The Chhetri s and the Brahmins of 
the east and the west should not be permit­
ted into the arfairs or the court. Why? I 
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other Bahadur Shah. The couriers sur- matrimonial ties with Bahadur Shah -
rounding Pratap Singh Shah saw a threat whose position as a scmiautonomous vas-
that Bahadur Shah would become the sal of the Gorkha Dynasty held an impor-
Chautaria (the equivalent of prime minis- tant fi gure in Nepal." 
ter) and began the fi rst intrigues in "Cipher as the Raja has been and still 
Kathmandu by isolating Bahadur Shah. seems to be;' Brian Hogson writes of the 

Pratap Singh Shah's ears were filled blindsupportofthecourtierstothecrown, 
with rumors ofa possibility of acoup from "omnipotent as the prime mini ster has 
Bahadur Shah who had a strong hold over been and still seems to be, no one here 
the old cOllrtiers and the aony stationed at doubts that if the fanner willed the death 
Nuwakol. of the latter, the minister's head would be 

Moreover, as Fr Stiller writes on the as speedily off as that of Damodar (the 
imprisonment of Bahadur Shah. " Why Bhimsen Thapa of his day) in 1802." 
was a lad of 17 in tears almost before his However, Rana Bahadur Shah forgot 
father's ashes were cold No one knows. the valuable services of Bahadur Shah 
There is no documentary evidence to show 
that he was guilty of any crime. In the 
absence of such evidence, historians have 
regularly fallen back on speculations. and 
th is unfortunately has not been unbiased." 

Hence, the first episode of the drama 

without which he would not have come to 
power. Bahadur Shah was charged with 
innumerable false crimes. Thus. the court­
icrs simply entectained themselves by the 
fall of Bahadur Shah, who faded into 
hi story unsung. • 
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DEATH OF KING DIPENDRA 

Sports Scarred 
The sports sector mourns the death of King Dipendra, 
whose love and patronage it will now miss forever 

By SANJAYA DHAKAL 

Just two days after that fateful Friday 
night of June I , late King Birendra 

was to inaugurate the 5th national games 
in the Dasarath Stadium. 

But, unfortunatel y, one week later, 
the stadium had to organize acondolence 
meeting la mourn the death of King 
Birendra, Queen Aishwarya, King 
Dipendra and other members of the royal 
fa mily. 

Hundreds of athletes, sports authori­
ties and sports lovers thronged the spe­
c ial condolence meeting organized at the 
Dasaralh Stadium 10 

among Nepalese athletes. As a result, 
Nepal could win record 31 gold medal s 
to stand in second place behind India 
during the games. 

Many observers say that the credit to 
the successful organizing of 8th SAF 
games goes largely to late KingDipendra. 
"The way he was actively present during 
the games made sure that the organizers 
worked hard," said a sports offi cia l. 

Late King Dipendra ' s active pres­
ence during the games made his popular­
ity to grow by leaps and bounds not only 
among the players but also among the 
Nepalese youths. the manner in which he 

used to raise confidence among Nepalese 
players went down very very well among 
the youths in the country. 

"In King Dipendra's deatb, Nepalese 
sports sector has received an irreparable 
damage. While their majesties' death is a 
big loss to the country, the sports sector 
is further ravaged by this unthinkable 
tragedy," said Ganesh Thapa, President 
of All Nepal Football Associat ion and 
former skipper of national football team. 

Thapa re members late King 
Dipendra 's interest in sports especially 
the football. "When Nepal los t to India in 
preliminary match during the 8th SAF 
games, he called me and told not to 
demoral ized." 

Such was hi s regard to football that 
even though he was watching other games 
in Shahanshah hote l that day, late King 
Dipendra rushed toDasrathstadium when 
he heard that Nepal was lead ing 2-nil in 
the semi-final match against Maldives. 
"I still remember how vis ibly pleased he 
was to see Nepal win. He ran to the 

crowd-fill ed stad ium and 
Tripureshwore on June 1]. congratulated coach and pJay-
Ministers. officials of the ers himself:· Thapn recol-
sports council , head of dif- leers. "He Ll sed to say that he 
rerent spon s associations, could see Nepal lose in other 
ath letes and general public games but not in football. " 
came ou t in big numbers to Being a former national 
pay the ir tribute to the roy- player and the head of foot-
alty . ball assoc ialion, Thapa Qt 

The s tadium, whic h many opportun ities to kl 
would otherwise have been late King Dipendra. ·'AlI of 
colorful ly hosting the na- us in the sports seclorreceived 
liona l games. now sports a tremendous support and pa-
mournful and deserted look. tronage from him." 

The ki nd patronage Late King Dipendra was 
given by the royal family. the patron of the National 
especially by then-Crown Sports Council and his last 
Prince Dipendra Bir Bikram public appearance. 100, was 
Shah, toward the Nepalese associated with Sports. In the 
sports sector has gone long afternoon of that fateful day, 
way in developing the field. then Crown Prince Dipendra 

King Dipendra's love had visited the swimmjngand 
for sports was known to all. sh oo ti ng complex In 

The interest and enthusiasm Satdobato to take stock of the 
with which he vis ited the preparations for the 5th na-
sports ve nues during 1ast lional games. He often came 
years' 8 th South Asian Fed- to stadi um to watch football 
erat ion Games In matches. 
Kathmandu was c rucial in Thapa remembers the Late King Dipendra (left) with Thapa : Will be missed forever 
instilling wi nnin g zea l __________________________ day oneyear ago when former 
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Athletes paying tribute: Loss of a guardian 

nallonal players played a friendly match 
agaln~L late Prince Nirajan's team in 

AN FA Academy ground in Satdobato. 
"Wc look (urns at playing and a( onc 
point when I was back in the player's box 
after muddying myself. late King 
Dipendra. who was present to watch the 
games called me. He then told me that he 
lo\es playing football in muddy fields 
while it is raining. When another officlal 
a~kcd if he should bring uniform, late . lg Dipendra almost agreed but later he 
said he would have played if he didn't 
have to go to another important event 
that day," Late Prince Nirajan scored a 
goal in that game. 

Other members of the royal family, 
too, were keen on spons. Late Prince 
Nirajan was an avid swimmer. He used to 
visilLOSladiums towatch football matches 
wah his brother. Late Prince Nirajan's 
first formal program was when he pre­
sented third Rupak Memorial Award to 
former national player Mani Shah. 

Likewise. late Princess Sruti was a 
black-belt in judo. Her last official pro­
gram was when she felicitated karate 
player Sushmita Kandel., 

Last year, then Crown Prince 
Dipendra had gone to Sydney to watch 
Nepalese players play in the millennium 
Olympics. "He was always present to 
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buck up the players:' said Ganesh Thapa. 
Just a month ago. he had visllcd the 
Asian cross country championslllp held 
in Gokarna \vbere he personally ap­
proached Nepalese runner Gyan Baha­
dur Bohara who fainted due 10 exenion 
and asked about his condition. 

Thapa also says he was Imprcs~cd 
with late King Dipendra's '\implc behav­
ior. "Once in an unofficial program 
in Godavari sc hool I met him and 
we were talking about football. Just 
then an old lady passed us by and 
she pointed her finger (at him) saying 
wasn't it the Crown Pnnce upon which 
he just smiled and acknowledged. There 
was no sign of any royal arro~ance around 
him ." 

In the afte rmath of June I killings in 
the palace, the sports sector has lost its 
patron and guide. 'The damage to the 
sector is simply impossible to be re­
paired any time soon," said Thapa. " We 
feel like orphans." 

As the whole coumry lies in talters, 
the time demands all re lated to the spans 
field to come together and move ahead 
by taking cue from late King Dipendra. 
"We must cominue La seek inspiration 
from his patronage and help fulfi ll his 
dream of placing Nepal o n international 
sports map:' Thapa said. • 

11TH DAY CEREMONY 

Unique Tradition 
A Brahmin is gIven 
items ofluxury, money and 
elephant to help the king's 
travel safely to heavenly aO()Oe l 

Afler devouring the sumptuous meal of 
ddicat.·ie~. lhl: 75-year-old Brahmin 
Pr,tsad Sapkota wa .. donned in regal robe. 
~portccJ the glassc'I and gold-cnlored 
formerly us..:!.! b) late Kmg Bin:ndra He 
wOIe a replica of the: I.'mwn. nll!n he moulll:edl 
lhcl!spec.:ially brought t!lcphant ant.! ,,,c, ct1Ia","I 
<1cross the BagmUli rl\er l~l the "kattc pari" 
Jawald!...hel Vvhere he \'v()uIJ remain for 
da)s aJkr w'hich he wdl k:m(! Ihe \alky. 

This IsalJn partoflhe Ilthtlayceremon:yl 
known ,IS "kaHo ceremony". The ccremon:yl 
wasorgani7.edonJune Illn:-,acrcd K.ill Mochanl 
ghal alongside BagarTIi1ti fiver 
Tripureshwore. 

Katto ceremony: Tradition bound 

The traditIOn of "kalto" is very 

during the Malla period. Malli! kings ruled 
Kalhmandu va lley before they were del'eat~dl 
by King Prilhvi Narayan Shah around 1768 
AD. Ever since. the tradition was followed by 
Shah kings. -

in the Nepalese lradition, it is corlSideredl 
impure to eat anything offered by the 
family of Ihe dead on Ihe 11 th day. So, 
"kalto" (the meal) if.. somethmg that is regardedi 
~ impure and anybody who eats is 
"kattc". ' 

The person is also offc:red items 
renoonai usages, SapkOla was given 
jewelriC!i. briefcases. bed, almirah and 
items of personal use of His late Majesty 
Blrendra. 
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Distressing Departure 
Kollywood, which the film industry in 
Nepal is popularly known as, began wi th 
"Ananha" (Meaningless). Saroj Shrestha 
met Rimal once and was instantly im­
pressed. "He scemed to be such a nice 
fellow. He lookcd like a cool guy and 
someone with brains:' Shrestharccalled. Munindra Rimal's death is a grievous loss to Nepali 

film and theater Rimal won the top prize in a single 
conversational theatrical drama that 
thrust him into the limelight. Rimal's 
performance earned him the second po­
sition in a competition last year. He 
performed the role of Bhakti Thapa (a 
historical figure in the war between the 
East India Company and !'Iepal) in ,. 
play entitled "Amar Singh Thap,,". 

BY AKSHAY SHARMA 

, 'He was benenhan most of the 
film heroes around today ," 

said Dhiraj Kharel of Dhobhidhara, an 
actor himself. The reference is to 
Munindra Rimal , who died last month 
at the age of 41. After running a fever 
that refused to recede, Rimal was rushed 
toOm Nursing Home in Kamal Pokhari. 
He was later taken to the Tribhuvan 
University Teaching Ho s pital in 
Maharajgunj, where he breathed his last. 

One vernacular quoted family mem­
bers as saying the cause of death could 
not be detennined even by the time he 
had left to meet "his maker". However. 
Sameer Chhetri of Balaju told SPOT­
LIGHT that thecause of Rimal 's suffer­
ing and death might have been his liver. 

Known as a soft-spoken, kind­
heaned and dedicated personality , 
Rimal's career as an actor began in 
1985. His premiere presentation was 
Manahari Bhandari 's "Kala Ko Hatya" 
(The Murder of An). Rimal was in­
volved in dozens of theatrical perfor­
mances, a limited number of films and 
television serials. He also perfonned 
many dramas on the radio and wrote 
some scripts. 

"I heard that he wasn't supposed to 
drink, since he was suffering from com­
plications of the liver," said an actor on 
condition of anonymity. "Maybe he had 
had a drink that day, and maybe that 
proved to be fatal " 

In a press release issued on behalf of 
fellow artistes, Rabindra Khadka ex­
pressed condolence to the late actor's 
family. "Rima!'s death is a definite set­
back to the film industry," the press 
release said. 

Rirnal 's death raised all kindsofques-
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tions. "Why do artistes die of problems 
that always seem related to cigarettes, 
drugs and alcohol?" asked Pramita 
Pandey, a medical student at the Teaching 
Hospital, a curiosity that has dogged show­
business enthusiasts around the world for 
decades. 

The actor, who was cremated at 
Pashupati Aryaghat, was working at the 
Shangri-La Channel's Day TV as the 
chief of administration. Born in 1959, 
Rimal is survived by a son and a daugh­
ter. 

"His performances were breath-tak­
ing," said Dhiraj, before pausing for what 
turned out to be a commonly heard la­
ment. "He was just 41 when he died. 
Maybe it is a fact that only the good die 
young." • 

The excellence 
of Rimal' s perfor­
mances has en­
dearedhim to many. 
"There is an excel­
lent drama that 
Rimal presented in 
the Panchayat era­
when censorsh ip 
was at its harshest 
- called ' Yug 
Dekhi Yug Samma' 
(From One Era to 
Another). I remem­
ber one verse where 
he says: 'The clock 
at the Ghantaghar 
says twelve"," said 

Dhiraj. 

ADVERTISEMENT . 

Rima!'s perfor­
mances in "Iemata" 
and "Andhyaro­
Ujyalo" (Darkness 
and Light) were 
equally acclaimed 
and his TV series 
such as 
"Pratidwandi" (The 
Competitor) were 
highly appreciated. 
Rimal's career in 
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THE BOTTOM LINE 

By M.S.KHOKNA 

f ook minister the NTV is sleeping 

17 . , 
::: 

V'" c= 

TRANSITION 

EXTENDED: The term 
of the high-level commit­
tee formed to probe the 
palace killings, by fom 
days, by His Majesty the 
King on the recommenda­
tion of the prime minister. 

SPOTLIGHTIJUNE 15.2001 

OBSERVED: The 11 th 
day ceremony of the death 
ofKingBirendra on June 
11 and the I1 th day cer­
emony of the death of King 
DipendraonJune 14, with 
traditional rituals. 

The 13th day ceremony of 
the death of King 

Don't /,Jorr!}. Indian 

TV s are doing our job. 

Birendra and King 
Dipendra on June 16, with 
traditional rituals . 

DECLARED: Nation­
wide holiday , on June 11 
and June 14, to observe the 
I I th day ceremony of the 
death of King Birendra 
and King Dipendra, by 

the government. 

NOTlFlED : All foreign 
and local journalists, to 
seek proper accreditation, 
for publishing/collecting 
news, by the Department 
of Information, in order to 
control baseless news and 
rumors. • 
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Electronic Exchange 
tial to understand the basics of IT and 
identify areas in which it can be applied 
most efficiently. 

In his article "Partnership ofE-Trade: 
Challenges and Prospec ts for SMEs", Dr. 
Bernard Andre Ance highlights the ben­
efits small- and medium-scale indusLries 
can derive from thee-trade. He specifically 
highlights the importance of IT for SMEs 
of Nepal. In his article " IT and E-Com­
merce for Development: Prospect and Chal­
lenges". Manohar Kumar Bhattarai dis­
cusses the nature and scale of the task of 

A synopsis of Nepal's prospects and challenges 
harnessing information technology 

III 

By A CORESSPONDENT 

T At a time when many developing 
countries have been making serious 

efforts 10 establish themselves as exporters 
of information technology (IT), Nepal can­
not afford to remain ignorant of the 
importance and trends of the global 
IT marketplace. Although Nepal has 
not made any aggressive effort to 

important mechanism and as an instrument 
for development. 

With support frolll the Asia Founda­
tion, the Cenler for Development and Gov­
ernance has published a book consisting of 
papers presented at a recent round table on 

using this tool of development. Suresh 
Kumar Regmi discusses at length ule topic 
of software development and IT-ena 

---------------------- service . 
Information Technology and 

E-Commerce for Development 
demonstrate its potentials, the Edited by Dr. Bishwa Keshar Maskey 
country ' s share in the global IT mar- P bl' h d b C fi D I 

As C-COOlmerce is gradu­
ally yielding inrormation about 
the global markct and showing 
ways of tapping its potemials, 
the publication of a volume that 
comprises papers on core [T ar­
easand proceed ings of the meet-

ket is gradually increasing. U IS e y enter or eve opment 
Mter the spread of IT globally, and Governance 

the basic structures and phenomenon 
of marketing have changed. One can Pages: 158, Price: Rs,300 

ing would definitely prove use­
fu l for a wide aud ience. 

see visible changes in international 
marketing strategies. Many companies have 
started to use the [ntemetlo increase their 
marketing access and have improved their 
profitability by doing so. 

The [ntemet is acting as a powerful 
means for improving the quality of man­
agement and services, thereby enhancing 
existing or establishing customer and sup­
plier relationship, while bringing new effi­
cie ncy. It is a potenl mechanism for reduc­
ing costs across the board, incl uding those 
associated with production, inventories, 
sales execution, distribution and procure­
ment. 

Although electronic commerce is in 
the early stages of evolution, il is rapidly 
establi shing itself as one of the most pow­
erful tools of development. E-cornmerce 
has already achieved widespread recogni­
tion, having become a highly visible sym­
bol in the contemporary language of IT. 

In Nepal. e-commerce remains in a 
very early stage. The government has real­
ized its Importance to d£veloping market 
potentials for Nepalese products. The gov­
ernment recenlly announced a national IT 
policy and has expressed its commitment 
to developing the IT sector both as an 
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information technology. "The Internet and 
digital technology offer enormous poten­
tial for international participation in elec­
tronic commerce arid. as a result, electronic 

Despite some lapses and 
weaknesses found in the volume, this first 
dfon to present a broader perspecti ve on e­
commerce and IT in Nepal is highly com­
mendable. • 

commerce has become a sig- r::-:;-:--;:-:;-:--=~:-:::-::-:-=;-:--~-:=:-___ ---..., 
nificant component ofworld MANAKA.MANA CABLE CAR 
trade. It is critical toexamine 
the potential impact or elec-
tronic commerce on emerg­
ing economics." says Or, 
Bishwa Kcshar Maskey, who 
edited the volume, in his pref-
ace. 

/,//,,,;:-\' 

Elders & 
Studen.ts 
Discount 

Since the 17 th Century, _'$,:; ... ~v'v~1'14 
IT has spread across the Manak s

D)8DA tct:n.ple has ..s '2.. 
been '-Vid.cly venerated :7 ~II'I .'::-

globeasmarketillg. salcsand becaue of the belief that ~ =-!!f~!.!J~-
commun ication phenom- llV£81:1a.lIcaInlEU1B Devi Fulfills '1 "/j1"lt\N"":\ U 
enon. even changing thc face all wishes_ Disa.bled 
of certai n business sectors. Today, instead of the Disco1.l.D.t 0 
TI . 4 to 5 hour arduous trek. _:-."Vvl,. • ~ 

le articles and papers in- M8nsksrnsna is DO"W . '-z 

cluded in this book provide accessible in jus~ 10 l ~!lJ!;UJ .} 
an overview of emerging rn.in.u"tcs by ~' 

- PM'Emalo'-Bl:lUInB 1 ..... ,.,..,IV\I\f'r'\' trends and throw new I ight Cable Car, 
Cbidren Under 

on the importance of IT in 3 & Half Feet 

business-promotion activi- ~:~~~E~~~~~~U~P:to;~ Discount ties. 
For a country in the pre­

liminary stages of develop-
ment. it becomes very essen- Fax: 9n·l .... 34S15 emali; chl~wllnkcom. nJ) Sta\lOtl Ot$4-60044 

~~--------~~------~ 
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PASTIME 

Now In Town BOOK· 
The Anthropology of Buddhist and Hinduism Webexian Themes 
ON Gillner/2001 Rs. 1112.00 

Atmabrittanta: Late Life Recollections 
S.P. Koiralal2001 

Anthropology and Sociology of Nepal 
R.B. Chhetri/Om P. Gurungil999 

Constitutional and Political Development in Nepal 

Rs. 400.00 

Rs.500.00 

R.K.OahaIl2001 Rs.595.00 

Domestic Conflict and Crisis of Governability in Nepal 
Ohruba Kumarl2000 Rs. 525.00 

• Institutionalization of Democratic Polity in Nepal 
Khadga K.C.l200 Rs. 150.00 

Issues of Governance in Nepal 
A.P. ShresthalS .R. Dahall2001 Rs. 200.00 

Video (English) 

Mummy Return 

One Night MC. Cool's 

Replicant 

Bridge! Jone's Diary 

Driven 

Secret 

. ltIsn'tSo 

Tom Cats 

Cast Away 

Freddy Got Fingered 

SPOTLlGHTIJUNE 15.2001 

Pyar Tune Kya Kiya 

Chori Chori Chupke Chupke 

(Source: Super Star Video, New RoaclJ 

Kalhmandu Spring: The Peopleis Movement of 1990 
Kiyoko Ogural2001 Rs.325.00 

Leadership in Nepal 
L.R. BarallK.HachhethulHari Sharmal2001 Rs.480.00 

Nepal in Political Crisis 
R.K. Vaidyal2001 Rs.65 1.00 

Nepal in Crisis: Growth & Stagnation at the Periphery 
P.M. BlaikielJ .CameronlJ.O. Seddonl2001 Rs.800.00 

NGO, Civil Society and Government in Nepal 
K. B. Bhaltachan & Others/2001 Rs.200.00 

Nepalese Culture Society and Tourism 
Diwas Dhakal12000 Rs. 450.00 

Readings in Nepalese Public Administration 
M.K. ShreSlhal2001 Rs.200.00 

A Step Towards Victim Justice System Nepalese Perspective 
S.K. Shrestha/2001 Rs 475.00 

(Source: Himalayall Book Cellter. Bag/! Ba;.ar, KaI/!malldll, Ph : 242085) 

"Do not yearn for 

physical joy and. 

by so doing. dis-

card the rnore per­

rnanentjoy of in­

ner caIrn and con-

tentrnent. " 

- SATHYA SAl BABA 
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LEISURE 

DOONESBURY 

.1() 

JUDGE PARKER 

PEANUTS 

SOMETIMES I LIE AwAKE AT NI61H, AND 
I WONDER IF M,{ LIFE WOULD BE 
DIFFERENT IF 1 MD IT TO DO OVER .. . 

BLONDIE 

DESTROY THAT 
NUMBeR .. BARON , . 
OR I 'LL BLOW T~E 
WHISTLE ON Y OU / 

TI4EN A VOICE COMES TO ME OUT 
OF TI4E DARK TI4AT SA'1'S."SOy, Tf.lERE'S 
" AN ORIGINAL TI40lJGI4T! " 
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LEISURE 

CROSSWORD 

• 
ACROSS DOWN 

I. Jellyfish in sea to west of America (6) 2. Girl endlessly keen to captivate (7) 
5. Run-down theatre company launches 3. Not curved. like violin parts needing 

appeal after a month (8) attention? (7) 
10. Gibe made by Figaro. say, with outhesi- 4. A conspirator right up a tree! (7) 

tat ion (4) 6. Small caft owned by yours truly in tcr-
11. Yesman offered to kick alcohol, it's said rible state (9) 

( 10) 7. Constantly repeat ceremony. taking ec-
12. Seller possibly rejected humorist's clue stasy and speed (9) 

for wading bird (6) 8. Asian captain is shaken. about to be 
13. Dips initially I not medieval manuscript replaced by king (9) 

comaining Irish Gaelic (8) 9. Hiding article about evidence of disease 
14. He may have a craft and master at sea (9) (9) 
18. Italian who made violins in the mornjng, 14. Can work upset Frenchman? It makes 

very early (5) eating possiqle (3-6) • Books about a certain music group (5) 15. Added commentary to books held by girl 
Understanding an assembly (9) and boy (9) 

24. Way one is taken in and so on, arousing 16. Boned steak from croft, oddly served in 
pity (8) dish (9) 

25. Opinion about island is unacceplable (6) 17. Size of attractive bar, say. due to be 
26. Fairly good daily leaves room in this developed (9) 

state? (3.2.5) 21. Flattering husband closely observed on 
27. Bring down fastening device (4) entering (7) 
28. One who recovers andj udges again? (8) 22. Rubbish a French attorney noticed round 
29. In Athens, almost ready for a liale liquid building (7) 

(6) 23. Old stone implemem misplaced in hotel 
(7) 

411l0:)N 'El epumo~ 'll p;;lk~UOH Tl: ~pru !u3eV\l ' L I :)10;);;IJIU3 '9 [ P;;llEIOUUY .~ I ldU;;Ido-u!.L 'v I 
~U!4SE14.L·6 !utnsp["ed '8 ;;"llEl;;llF1"M'L IdU!WElS3'9 SmnqlY'V PdJ\\oqun "£ Jnoweu3 'l: UMOO 

W4,eJQ ·6Z 
J"diU;)JPJ"M '8 l [!EN 'LlAlsnpos loN '9l UO!lON '~lJ!lJ41ed 't'li3u~J41ea 'OllJUoN'6 I !lEWV"8 [ 
Ul.liUSJpeJ.L 'v [ SdSJ;)WWI .£ I I!MPO!) 'lllJ~P!lloog '1 I qlBg '0 [l!d;)lJaO S esnpdW . , : SSOJJV 

NOIJJl'10S 
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BRIDGE 
NORTH 
• KQ 6 3 
• KJ t083 

• 5 • A to 7 
WEST 
.108742 

EAST 

• A 9 5 • A 9 75 
• A 3 2 .3 

SOUTH 
.J .-

• Q 6 4 2 
• 94 .9642 

• KQJ 10876 
.KQJ85 

Vulnerable: East-West 
Dealer: East 

The bidding: 

.East South West North 
Pass 5 • All pass 

Opening lead, CluIi trey 

"I wonder men dare trust 
themselves with men." 

- Shakespeare 

"Sorry. partner.) should have gi ven you 
a ruff," apologized East. "However, whether 
to lead a heart or a club was a pure guess." 

"Had you trusted me. there would have 
been no guess." replied West. "Had you 
anal yzed the problem more deeply, you would 
have found the selling trick." 

With 12 cards in the minor suits, South 
blasted to five diamonds at thi s first turn. 
Against vulnerable opponents, his huge pre­
em pt could lose little and might create a 
substantial swing for his side. 

West led his singleLOn club to dummy's 
ace, and South led a rrump to his 10 and 
West's ace. West shifted 10 his spade four, 
East' s ace winning as South dropped hisjack. 

With no future in spades, East was atthe 
crossroads. He elected to lead a heart, play­
ing partner forthe heart ace because of South 's 
pre-empt. Unfortunately for the defense, 
South ruffed and then claimed the rest. 

Should East have led a club instead of a 
heart? West argued that he should have. and 
we side with West. There are two good rea­
sons for leading a club. 

After West won his trump ace. if he 
didn't want a club ruff. he should have tried 
to cash the heart ace before leading a spade. 
More convincing. with a singleton spade in 
South's hand. South's side suit rated to be 
clubs. marking West's opening lead as a 
certain singleton. 
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FORUM 

SAARC: A Vision For Collective Self Reliance 
By LATE KING BIRENDRA BIR BIKRAM SHAH 

SilUated in the Himalayas, Nepal as asentinel of independence has 
for many centuries watched over the drama of our sub-continent 
that stretch from the snowy peaks to the rolling waves of the Indian 
ocean. Bounded between the high mountains, the seas and the 
ocean, this landmass from the picturesque atolls to the high 
mountains constitutes a total ecosystem that governs our life. Each 
summer the monsaon sets into motion a pattern oflife that arc all 
so common to us. Year after year from the planting of rice to the 
harvesting of wheat. our people through the ages have followed a 
cycle of events that marks the marks the change of seasons with the 
seas plays a cooperative role that can only be described as 
providentially meaningful . 

Forcenturies Nepal has watched over the moving pageants of 
peoples and communities who came from di ffercm directions in 
different epochs to make this vast. sun lit region of South Asia their 
home since the beginning of history. This fact also makes us 
among the most ancient nations on eanh. In the march o[times in 
the region. we have heard exuberant cries of victory as well as the 
anguish of defeat. We have seen external aggressions and brutal 
scenes committed through greed and inspired by lust. We have 
also observed the defeat resulting into humiliation through internal 
dissensions. In the midst of it all, we have seen dynasties rise and 
fall, empircs come and go, civilizations blossom and wither away. 
Yet the people of our region have contributed to the world the 
finest philosophic thoughts, a rich heritage of culture based on the 
quest of peace. freedom and brotherhood among men. 

We all know that the people of South Asia constituting 
nearly onc billion are crammed into a region with relatively 
limited land and resource base. With the legacies of internal 
divisions, exploitation and domination by powers beyond us, I 
think there are many challenges we face in common. The 
problems of basic needs remain real for the large segments of our 
people in thi s region. The world never has had in its recorded 
history such technological resources as it has today to cope with 
poverty and hunger on a global scale. But the gradual erosion of 
the collective spi rit has aggravated our problems and frustrated 
our efforts which is why we have agreed over the years to 
strengthen cooperation among ourselves in international fora on 
matters of common interest. The weakening of the global eco­
nomic interdependence and the disillusionment with the con­
tinuing deadlock in restructuring the international economic 
order have thrust upon us greater responsibilities for collective 
self-reliance and South-South cooperation on a much larger 
scale. 

Indeed, it is our firm conviction that regional cooperation can 
strengthen the building of alasting edifice of peaceful co-existence 
through initiatives and interactions in the fields like the cultural, 
scientific, technological and economic spheres. We realize that 
there exist among us many differences in size, situation, popula­
tion. resources and the levels of development. In a way, this 
diversity has been our drawback in the pas\. But destiny has put us 
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together in such close proximity that no matter how hard we try to 
delink ourselves from each other we cannot override the compul­
sions of geography nor can we ever ignore the lessons of history. 
It is. indeed, a fact of life that historically, powers have played on 
our divisions to an extent that even the principles of non-alignment 
which we have commonly adhered to could come to a danger 
threatening the very peace and stability of this region. The chal­
lenge therefore is whether we are able to turn our weakness into 
strength by resolving to reach into a principle of agreeable har­
mony, an orderthat says not for one but for all to the betterment 0 

all our people of this region. 
As the century draws to its close and as each countr 

thinking of a vision forthe future , let this gathering be able to chart 
out a course of action based not only on high ideals alone but also 
on common sense and hard realism. Let us not forget that the very 
objectives we have ben seeking in so many forums have now 
become more urgently than ever, acol11l11on challenge to us. From 
the side of Nepal with the high Himalayas as one of our assets and 
a vast reservoir of yet untapped water resource that can give to the 
millions of our of people a means to fulfilltheir basic needs, I wish 
to draw the attention to the fact that there exists this priceless 
resource waiting to be harnessed for the benefit of our people. 

May [add that forthe first time in the history ofourregion, we 
are gathered here to set a seal on a Charter establishing an 
institutional framework for deliberations and decisions on what 
we can do among ourselves to promote the welfare of the peoples 
of this region by upholding at the same time. the ideals and 
purposes of the United Nations Charter, the five Principles of 
Peaceful Co-Existence together with those of the Non-Aligned 
Movement of which weall are sovereign members. While it is lr 

common concern to preserve the independence and securit) 
each country in the region, we have also a common commitment 
to promote thecause of peace and development for our people. The 
escalating anns race is draining world's precious resources. The 
world and, above all, our region urgently needs a new wisdom 
capable of striking a balance between the claims of security and 
those of basic needs. 

The choice for us in the region is clear. After a long winter of 
mistrust, coldness and suspicion this region of South Asia looks 
forward to a new spring giving birth as it were 10 a new era 0 

enlightened self-interest based on a common desire to replace 
conflict with cooperation, to substitute discord with hannony, and 
finally , move from an attitude of selfcenteredness to a widening 
horizon of contacts in the region in aspiril of reciprocity, give and 
take, live and let live. May God grant us all such a vision and 
statesmanship to meet this challenge of making the South Asian 
Association for Regional Cooperation a vibrant reality with our 
people for their wellbeing, peace and joy. • 

(Excerpts from the tuldress by late Killg Birelldra at the first 
SAARC Summit held in Dhaka, ill December. 1985.) 
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BANKING 

The 8 to 8 banking facility lets you enjoy 

these features : 

o Deposit 

o Limited Withdrawal 

o Foreign Exchange Encashment 

o Traveller's Cheques' 

o Credit Card Cash Advance 

/ 

This facility is available at the following 

branches: 

• Main Branch, Thamel 

• New Road Branch (Evening Counter) 

• Patan Branch (Evening Counter)+ 

• Birgunj Branch (Evening Counterr 

• Bhairahawa Branch (Evening Counterr 

• dun"ng normal hours at Main Branch & Paran Branch; 
up 10 8 p.m. at New Road Branch. 

+ Travellers Cheques facilily not available 

CD :~::~;:;~~ limited 
( A Joint Venture with Habib Bank I.inited - Pakistan) 

Head Office & Main Branch 

---Bishol Bozer 
New Rood, Kothmondu 
lel: 224787, 241479 

........ -Main Rood 
Heloudo 
Tel: 20119 

Tridevi Morg, Thomel 
P.O. Box 20590, Kothmondu 

l el: 227749, 250201 
Fox: 977· 1·222800 

Telex: 2789 HI8A NP12526 HIBA NP 
SWIFT: HIMANPKA 
E-mail: hbl@hbl .com.np 
Website: www.south-asia .com/hbl 

Mohar9iguni Branch Paton Branch 
Te<lch ing Hospi tal Complex Pulchowk 
Mohorajgunj, Kolhmcndu lol itpur 

Nogorkot lkundt 
Nogorkot 
Bhoktapur 

Birgunj Brondt 
Mahobir Rood 
Birguni. Porro 
Tel: 24678 Tel: 424292 TeI; 535556, 535579 Tel: 680070 

BhoinJhowu Brand! 
Prohori Tole 
Bhairohawo BGllkin9 lciti, a Difference 
lel: 24395 

Bhoratpur Brand! 
Bnoratpur 
Chitwan 
Tel: 24240 

Tondi Branch 
Tondi 
Chitwan 
Tel: 60750 

Bimtnogarliaison Credit Cord Cenrer 
Office Pulchowk 
Go\woro Rood, Birolnogor Lal ilpur 
Tel: 24653 Tel: 544351, 544352 



Casino Nepal 
Soaltee Compound 

Tahachal , Kathmandu 
Tel: 270244, 271011 
Fax: 977· 1·271244 

E-mail: rdt@mos.com.np 

New Baneshwor 
Tel488100 

Fax 977-1-490284 
E·mall everest@moscom np 

I 

Hotel de L' Annapuma 
Durbar Marg, Kathmandu 

Tel: 223479 
Fax: 977-1·225228 

E-mail: casanna@mos.com.np 

Hotel Yak & Yeti 
DurbarMarg 
Te1 228481 

Fax: 977-1·223933 
E-mail: royal@moscom.np 
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