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EDITOR'S NOTE 

er 
he King's speech from the throne entailing (he government's plans and 
programs for the year ahead did not contain anything spectacular. No sane man 
was expecting a revolutionary address from a government stinking with 
corruption and fighting for its survival. Moreover, even if the address had been 
prepared by some one with a Little bit of integrity and imagination what 
difference would it make since the inept and inefficient organs of the govern­

ment headed by an arrogant nincompoop could never have implemented it. As has been proved 
by the experience of the past addresses after the restoration of democracy, the speech from the 
throne has become just a ritual. The promises the politicians make through the royal addresses 
are not meant 10 be kept. They are made only to take the people fora ride. Since the people never 
seem to learn they get what they deserve. As the poor people have nei ther the will nor the means 
to get rid of such callous politicians. they stay sati sfied with whatever morsels of left overs (J"­

thrown at them at regular intervals and keep on wallowing in their squalor and misery. Sil 
these yearly phenomenon in our Parliament only contributes to swell the filthy purse of the 
legislators, it always fails to generate any kind of enthusiasm amongst the masses. Lately the 
House has ceased to function. It is a total waste of the poor tax payers money and whatever we 
can amass through begging. Many patriotic Nepalese sincerely believe that the House which 
has failed to function in the interest of its poor electorate must be dissolved by the king. If the 
existing const itution does not empower the King to exercise this authority, the King must 
suspend or·even abrogate lheconstitution and appoint a caretaker government of all smaller and 
patriotic parties to conduct the next general elections; parties whjch have never held the reins 
of government. He must issue an ordinance giving more powers to the Election Commission 
to bar all corrupt politicians from contesting the elections. We have always maintained that the 
country is much bigger than thecollstitution and the constitution cannot bc permitted to be used 
as an excuse for the corrupt and anti-national politicians to loot the country and take it to the 
dogs. We must establish special courts to try these corrupt politicians and mete them out just 
and speedy punishments and put them behind bars. Unless such harsh measures are taken. 
politicians in our poor country will not stop their nefarious activities. Can't they look at the 
mirror and see how they have changed into Malvolios from Cassiuses? Do they still remember 
the days when they used to go in tatters begging couple of rupees to buy their '·Pan and Bin"? 
And Ihey have Ihe cheek 10 ask Ihe King 10 declare his assels. Iflhe people of Nepal are really 
serious to safeguard their hard won democracy, they must get rid of such corrupt ar--' 
antinational politicians and bring men of integrity to serve the nation: men who will not t 
orders from any alien master. 

* •• 
Heads have started rolling. These are smal ler heads. If these are aJlthe heads to roll those who 
should have been taken to task seem to have escaped the gui llotine. If proper objectivity is 
not maintained and delinquent are shown favoror mercy, it will not only generate unrest and 
smear the image of the new monarch but defeat the very purpose of the Commission. 
Moreover, it will fail to root out any possible insecurity in future. Nepotism and sycophancy 
have not only become totally outdated but are unequivocal storehouse for all ills and dangers. 

••• 
11 is being rumored thallhe Maoists have called for Bandh on 12 July. The country has paid 
heavily due to bandhs in the past. And we have, time and again, ex horted politicians not to 
resort to "Bandhs". Since Bandhs only exert moral pressureson the govern ment and Nepalese 
politicians are totally ignorant about morality, Bandhs have always failed to make any 
impression upon the government. It only huns the Nat ion's economy and exacerbates the 
misery of the poor people. As such, if there is any truth in the rumor, we would like the 
sponsors of the Bandh to eive it a second thought. • 

((1~N"'e. 
Madhav Kumar Rimal 
Chief Editor& Publisher 
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LETTERS ____________________________________________________________ ___ 

Some Parliament 
The ullcnding duel helween 

. 1,(, opposition and the ruling 
nic!:! and among ruling party 

members shows nu sign of abet­
ting. As ~uch, there is no alterna­
ti ve to going for mid-term elec­
tions and g~ltjng fresh mandate 
C'Co ll 'lcn .... us Or Confronta­
tion''''. SPOTLIG HT. June 29). 
In fal:t. so many Ihi ngs have hap­
pened in the counl ry after the last 
general clcl.:tion that it wuuld be 
wber 10 seek a fresh mandate 
from the sovereign people. 

Kamal Bista 
Kirtipur 

Work, Or Else ... 
It is ridic.:ulom, th~lI the MPs' 

continue to enjoy their perks am1 
hl!nclits even as the) refuse to sit 
down for the session (",Consen­
sus Or Confrontation?'" SPOT­
LIGHT. June 29). This kind of 
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pra<.:tice is against basic.' eco­
nomic discipl ine; you earn only 
if YOLl work. By Ixx:J...eting sala­
ries \\ithollt working. the MP:-. 
are sending the wrong message 
to the people. They mu!'.t ei ther 
work or re frai n from taking the 
benefits. There :-.hould be no easy 
way in between. 

AIlIlP Sllllkya 
Haltisar 

Strong Points 
The points raised in your 

cover story ("Consensus Or Con­
frontation 'T'. SPOTUG HT. J line 
29) were very strong. Alt hough 
many may agree that instead of 
allowing the present dysfunc­
tional parliament to Lominuc it 
would he cheaper 10 go for mid­
term elec tions. there is another 
angleofsccurity. whkh yourstory 
has (lverlookeu. The cun'cnt se­
cunty situation is not conuucive 
for free. fa ir and peaceful elec-

Well-Placed Ar­
gument 

Your cover story 
"Consensus Or C onfron­
((/fiol/?" (SPOTLIGHT, 
June 29) Iws raised a 
gel/uine argllmelll that the 
ClIrrellt parliament has 
beel/unahle to do even its 
basic job. The contil/lI­
OllS struggle for power 
among the rlllil/g al/d op­
position al/d the 101111-
drawn dl!l1I(lIId for the 
prime minister's ollster 
ilal'e effectively over­
shadowed the pllrlial/len­
t(//y proceedings. In sI/ch 
a scenario, it lVould be 
prudefll to go for fresh 
elections rather than per­
sisting with the problem. 

Navin loshi 
Balfisputa/i 

I ions. Before am ving at such situ­
ation, through dialogue with the 
Maoists. it would be futile 10 go 
for the yet anOlher election that 
could again give rise to the same 
kind of problems we are hoping 
10 avoid. 

Slwmbhu SIJreslha 
Jamal 

No End In Sight 
I do not see any way out of 

the current political imbroglio 
("Conscnsus Or Con f rontation"!" 
SPOTLIGHT. June 29). On one 
hand Pri me MinislerGiri ja Prasad 
Koirala is in no mood to step 
down, on the other, the opf.MJsi­
tion panics are rcady 10 seule for 
nothing short of that. TIley are 
rt:fusi ng to do anythi ng other than 
demanding his resignation. TI~e 
Maoists are having fie ld day in 
the jungles. The much-revered 
monarchy is facing problems. So 
what is the way out? If we claim 

to be Nepalese. what is stopping 
us from sitting down togctherand 
findi ng a lusting solution to the 
country 's problems. This is no 
time for f.MJl iticking. 

Lalit Gu ru Ilg 
Lagankhel 

Public Loot 
Your report on the defunct 

parliament was very apt (Con­
scn."lIS Or Confrontation Spot­
light June 29). The uagic inci­
dence at the Royal Palace and its 
aftermath has proved boih ruling 
and opposition parties to be just 
pawns. Both arc scared sliffof the 
vox populi. and dread the day 
they have to face the public. De­
livering nOlhing to the public in 
the prtSI decadc bUl poveny and 
corruption, they are busy looting 
the nation's coffers. Without any 
ahcmative program. but throw­
ing childish tantrums mat a par­
ticular person should not be PM, 
the opposi tion goes on rampage. 
and holds the whole COlLntry lo 
ransom illI the inhiation rites to 
join the gang of dacoils. Blind to 
the fac t that publ ic properties were 
accumulated at the expense of 
our blood. sweat and tears, the 
party of the people proudly ac­
cepts its dCSlrucrion. When the 
same committee that thought the 
PM was gui lty points a finger at 
its comrade, it does n O( botherthe 
party to give a clean chit to the 
culprit. TI,e MPs do not do the 
homework entrusted to them by 
the public, never enter the parlia­
ment for the whole session, and 
obstruct ordinary people going 
about theirdailychores. Amongst 
the faci lities enjoyed by these 
public looters. you forgollO men­
tion !heir Pajeros, theirmass preg­
ndncy medication, unashamed 
allempls to increase their five lakh 
bonus supposedly for develop­
ment of the ir constituency to 1 
crore etc. 1 hold these looters rc­
sJX>llsible for driving the poor. 
innocent village people to des­
peration, making them easy prey 
for extremists. 

Shukra Raj Acharya 
Naya Bazaar, Kirtipur 
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NEWSNOTES 

60,000 Drug Addicts 
In Nepal 

An estimated 60,000 people, most 
of them young lllen and women. arc con­
sidered to have fallen victim to the men­

aI.:C of drug abuse. experts said. While 

more than half 01" that number lives in 
Kathmanuu nIl Icy. the problem is re,leh­
ing serious proportions In urban centers 

outside the t.:apilal, including Pokhara 
and Dharan. Organizations \\'orking LO 

rehahilitate drug addicts said nearly 2.000 
people use !-oynnges to take in drugs. As 
most 01 these addicts share the same 
sy ringe In group~ and indulge in un~afc 
sex. they :.Ire prone 10 the transmission of 
HIV/AIDS. stud ies said. The serious­
ness of drug :.Ibuse in Nepal I:amc to the 
limclight nl'tcrrcponsconf'irnH.:d that even 
young mcmbers or the royal ramily had 
unrestncted access lO drugs. Compiled 

};'011l reports. 

Opposition Sets 
Deadline For Koirala 

ThL main oppnsition Unified Mi.lrx­
L-a-Lenini-a party has rClIcratco that the 
n:slgn<ltlon or Prime MInister Ginja 

Prasad Koirala was the only way out of 
the current political stalemate. Talking 
to reporters after the UML's parliamen­
tary party meeting Sunday, UML general 
secretary Madhav Kumar Nepal said 
the country's political problems 
should end by mid-July. He said the 
opposition parties would chalk out their 
strateg ies in parliament if their demands 
were not met by then . Compiled from 
repurts July 2. 

Panel Of Maoist 
Parties Formed 

Nine Maoist parties active in the 
reg ion have recently formed the Coordi­
nation COlllmittee of Maoists Parties in 
South Asia (COMPOSA) with a view to 
strengthening funClioll:.I1 unity among the 
ultra-left panies and funher heighten the 
'people's war' being launched in South 
Asia, Rajdhani daily reported Saturday. 
Four Maoist parties from India. three 
from Bangladesh and one each from Sri 
Lanka and Nepal are members of the 
committee. The commiltee also decided 
to coordinate their activities with Maoist 
parties In Peru, the Philippines and Tur­

kc). a statement said. No details were 
given regarding the foml of leadership 

~-------, ano future action oflhe commitlee. 

Nepal 
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But the committee has made :111 

appeal to all "to take part in the 
struggle against the Indian expan­
sionism." Compiled frum reports 
July I. 

Five Policemen 
Killed In Tanahu 

\Vithin days of targeting three 
poll~e posts III the mid-western 
district or Dang. nearly 200 armed 
rebels auackc:d and killed five po­

licc11len. Including ajunior policc 
ufficer, in the western district of 
Tanahu. which Deputy PrimcMin­
iSler and Home Ministcr Ram 
ChalH..Ira Poudcl represents, Ac­
cording to police, hundreds of 
rebels surrounded and opened at­
lacK at a police post at Tekre vil­
lage 111 remote Arunodaya VDC in 
the district l<lle Friday. Some two 

dozen policemen surrendered to the rebels 
after nearly two hours of gun battle. The 
rebels also took away 13 303 rifles and 
other arms and ammunitions from the 
post. A policeman seriously injured in 
the attacks was airlifted to the capital for 
treatment. [n a separate incident, 10 
people lravcling in a truck went missing 
after it fell into the Trishuli River at 
Jyamireghat on the Prithvi highway after 
colliding with a motorcycle. Compiled 
frolll reports. 

'Prime Minister 
May Resign' 

In order to help pass the budget for 
the next fi scal year and the motion of 
thanks to His Majesty for delivering the 
government' 5 policies and programs, 
Prime Minister Girija Prasad Koirala has 

agreed to resign from his post, Kanlipur 

Koirala 

daily repofled Sunday. In his meeting 
wllh the malO opposition leader. Madhav 
Kumar Ncpal. Friday evening. Koirala 
gave such indications. the report said 
quoting unnamed sources. Ncpal even 
advised Koirala that he could again come 
hack to the post if no onc rrom his party 
succeeded in running the government 
sllloothly. The opposition has been de­
manding Koirab's resignation as a pre­
condition of 'nat ional consensus.' The 
prime minister may have come to such a 
conclusion in order to save the coun try 
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NEWSNOTES 

from const itutional cr isis. the report said . 
Meanwhile. in his address at a fu nction 
organized to mark the first "Parli ament 
Day" here Saturday, Premier Koirala did 
not give any indication of stepping down. 
"I will do everything to take my 14-po int 
agenda for national consensus to a logi~ 
cal conclusion," he declared. Compiled 
from reports. 

Nepal Files Candidacy 
ForUNGA 

For the first time in 46 years, Nepal 
has fil ed its nomination for the post of 
. e chair all he forthcoming 56th United 

alions General Assembly (UNGA). For 
the three-member quota from the Asia 
Pacilic region, Nepal is the on ly country 
from South Asia vying for the coveted 
post. An offi cial at the Foreign Ministry 
here sa id Nepal has already started lob­
bying to get elected 10 'he UNGC and has 
mobilized all its foreign missions for this 
purpose. A former e lected member LO the 
Security Council in 1967and 1996.Nepal 
has also announced its candidacy for 
the all- important council for the year 

2007. Similarly, it has also announced its 
candidacy for the post of cha irman for 
UNGC for the year 20 I I. Nepal, which 
had joined the world body in 1955. has 
been contributin g significan tl y in the 
UN'~ international peacekeeping opera-

)IlS for the last two decades. Rajdhall; 
lille 27. 

FNCCI, CII 
Reach Agreement 

The Federation of Nepalese Cham· 
bers orCommerceand Industry (FNCCI) 
and the Confederation of Indian Industry 
(CII) have agreed to recommend to their 
respective governme nts not to impose 
a ny conditions for the goods to be ex­
poned from Nepal, the raw material of 
which may be eithe r Nepalese or Ind ian. 
In their meeting in New Delhi late last 
month. both sides also agreed to ensure 
tha! there would be no negati ve impact 
on the items to be exported from Nepal to 
India with addi ti onal prices added '0 

those manufactured with raw materials 
imported from third coun tries by paying 

SPOTLIGHT/JULY 6. 2001 

IOry testing of foodstuff and medi­
cines to be exported from Nepal 
and of quarantine. RSS news 
agency reporl. 

Govt. To Import Sugar 
To Avoid Shortage 

With two major festivals of 
the Nepalese, Dashain and Tihar. 
only a few months away, the 
government is working to import 
50,000 tons of sugar from India, 
a daily new spa per repo rted 
Thursday. The government is also 
considering reversing a 40 percent 
duty slapped on the import of sugar 

, in January 2000, the report said , 

quoting a seni or official at the 
Ministry of Industry, Commerce 
and Supplies. Officials say Nepal 

Shrestha is a sugar sufficient country with 
=::..::==----------------- an average annual production 
foreign currency. They also agreed to of 140,000 tons. T ota l production 
urge theirrespective governments 10 hold last year, however, slOod at 125,000 
a joint meeting of the Nepal Bureau of tons. The annual demand for sugar in 
Standards and the Bureau o fTndi an Stan- Nepal is estimated at 175,000 tons. 
dards and solve the problems of labora- Kalllipllr JIIIle 28. • 

Adhikari Honored In New York I 
Ravi Adhikari. a Nepalese journalist based in New York. was awarded the 

prestigious South Asian Journalism Award amid a function last week. Adhikari 
received the award for his report ing on how the prod uction and sales of footwear 
depit:ling Hindu gods had hUrl the sentiments of 
Hindus li ving in the US and abroad. The award is set 
up at the Columbia University in New York from 
where the annual Pulill.cr Prizes arc given. The South 
Asian Journalist~ Association (SAJA), representi ng 
800-plu; journalists across the United States and 
Canada. establi,hed the award in 1994. Similarly. 
SAJA Journalism Leader Award was provided to 
Fareed Zakarin or Ncwswcek magazine. These an­
nual awards recognize excellence in reporting about 
South A~in. ns wcll as outstanding reporting by South 
Asianjournalistsand students in the Uni ted States and Adhikari 
Canada. According to Nin3 Mehta, chair of the SAJA ------------ , 
awards committee. the SAJA Journalism Awards "are importan t since they recognize 
out~ t andi ng media coverage of a vital but under-covered region - the Indian subcon­
ti nent - and also honor creative work by journalists covering South Asians in North 
America, as well as outstanding reporting by South Asians." This year's comest l 
rece ived more than 200 entries rrom 100 media out lets for work done in 2000. The 
entries reflected the higher visibil ity of South ,Asians in the United States and the 
increased attention paid to the subcontinen t, thanks. in parI. to the firsltrip by a US ) 
president in 20 years. 
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BRIEFS 

after she was discharged from Birendra Military hospital 

KING GY ANENDRA ADDRESSED A JOINT SESSION 
of parliamenl Friday amid unpreceden ted securi ty. Royal 
Nepalese Army personnel were manning the parliament pre­
mises hours before the King's arrival. Security personnel checked 
all the dignitaries, including the prime minister and the deputy 
prime minister. using metal detectors. Government employees 
working in different ministries and departments within Singha 
Durbar were ordered to leave their office by 2pm Friday "due to 
sec urity reasons." Chief of Nepal Police, Pradip Shumsher JB 
Rana and fOllner army ch iefs slDod on full alert within the 
parliament throughout the royal address. 

NEPAL AND INDlA HA VEAGREEDTOSTRENGTHEN 
cooperation to conlrollcrrorist and other unwarranted activities, 
a statement issued by the Royal Nepalese Embassy in New Delhi 
said. At the end of the fourth meeting oftheloint Working Group 
(JWG) in thc Indian capital on June 29, officials from both 
countries agreed to begin experl-Ievel discussions on a legal 
framework for cooperation in criminal and civil matters and to 
review extradition arrangements. The meeting appreciated the 
improvements in the security arrangements at the Tribhuvan 
International Airport and emphasized the need for early comput­
e ri zation of immigration facilities. The Nepalese delegation was 
headed by loint Secretary at the Finance Ministry Tika Dutla 
Niraula and the Indian side by loint Secretary at the Home 
Ministry of India, Surendra Kumar. 

THE GOVERNMENT OF SWITZERLAND HAS AGREED 
to provide a grant assistance of about Rs 107.5 million La 

Ncpalese government for the implementation of the third phase 
of the Arniko highway project. According to the Ministry of 
Finance, the grant assistance will be used mainly for the rehabili­
tation of the Surya Binayak-Dhulikhel section of the highway 
and for meeting the co~t of preventive maintenance and small­
scale engineering work on the 114.Skm Barhabise-Kodari sec­
tion. Finance Secretary Dr. Bimal Koirala and Resident Coordi­
natOr ofihe Swiss Agency for Development Cooperation Anton 
Hagen signed the agreement in the capi tal last week. 
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THE UNDERGROUND MAOIST PARTY HAS AN· 
nounced that from now onwards it will target pro-G.P. Koirala 
Nepali Congress workers only. In a statement carried by the 
major dailies, the party said it would take action against its 
workers who target political activists belonging to other parties 
in defiance of the central directives. The party's slrategy is seen 
as an effort to harass supporters of Prime Minister Koirala within 
the ruling party and isolate him from the opposition as well as 
from the dissident group within lhe Nepali Congress. 

ALL THE OPPOSITION PARTIES REPRESENTED IN 
parliament filed proposals seeking to amend the government's 
programs and policies presented on Friday. CPN·UML, Rastriya 
Prajatanlra Party, Nepal Sadbhawana Party, National People's 
Front. United People's Front and Nepal Workers and Peasants' 
Party filed their proposals at the parliament secretariat. 1"; 

house started debate on the royal address from Monday. 

FOUR MEMBERS OF A FAMILY WERE KILLED IN A 
landslide at Jyarbang of Namla VDC in the western district of 
Lamjung Saturday night. According to police, Mana Bahadur 
B.K. along with his wife and two children died in the disaster. 
Police said a relief leam had left for the si te of the incident. • 

Accidents Take Toll 
With the onsel of monsoon, the roads are proving very 

dangerous as a series of fatal accidents have taken place. On 
Saturday, June 30, a motorbyke and a truck collided near 
Gajuri, Dhading with both skidding off and plunging into the 
swollen Trishuli rtver. Eight persons travelling in lhe truck 
went missing while a couple of them were taken to hospita' 
after sustaining serious injuries. A few days ago on June 26~ 
a bus carrying a heavy load of passengers fell down 40 meters 
below the road near Sisneri in Kakani, killing twO persons on 
the spot while one more died in hospital. The bus was 
carrying the UML's representatives of local bodies, who 
were coming to Kathmandu from Nuwakat district to cast 
lheir VOle for the National Assembly election. Every year 
during the monsoon season the frequency of fatal accidents 
increase thanks to unstable road conditions. The landslides 
and flood triggered by the torrential rainfall make it difficult 
for vehicles to ply during the season in most pans of the 
country; particularly the hilly region that makes up the 68 
percent ofthecountry'stotal area. Meanwhile, the Krishnabhir 
section at the Prithvi Highway is once again experiencing 
frequent obstructions due to the recurring landslide. Al· 
though the heavy equipments like dozers, excavators etc 
have been working there continuously to prevent it, the 
landslide have not ceased. As this highway is the busiest one 
linking the valley with rest of the country, any obstruction 
here means great discomfort to passengers. 
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QUOTE UNQUOTE 

"I will take my 14-point proposal [Jor Ilational consensus] to its logical end. This is my commitment. " 

Prime Minister Girija Prasad Koirala, speaking at a public program, in Kantipur. 

* * * 

"W hen the tenure of the probe com-

mittee formed by the King could be 

extended . why can't we extend the dead­

line for the prime minister to res ign? H 

KoiraJ"a is willing to resign, we are wil l­

:,g to wait a fe w more days. But if he is 

t to save hi s chai r by talking about 

national consensus, we will not leave 

him," 
Madhav KIlmar Nepal. leaderoflhe 

main opposition, in Rajdhani. 

* * * 

"It is not democracy but Girijababu who 

has failed. " 
Krislma Prasad Bhattarai, former 

prime minister alld senior leader 

of Nepa/i Cong ress, speakiflg at a 

program organized by the Democ­

racy and Good Governance Study 

Cemer. 

* * * 

j 

problem, the government is ever ready to 

talk with them ." 
Ram Challdra POlldel, Deputy Prime 

Minister, ill Nepal Samacharpatra. 

* * * 

'I "A ' f the Maoists want to resolve this I Icohol should not be allowed inside 
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the royal palace ... 

Yogi Naraharillath, saying that al­

cohol ollly encourages immorality. 

ill Ghatana Ra Bichar. 

* * * 

"Y ou wi ll not find any incident in 

Nepal's history bigger in magnitude than 

this royal tragedy." 

Dr. Tlllsi Ram Baidya. presidfllf of 

Nepal Hi s tory Association, in 

Budhabar. 

* * • 

"I . mmedJately after hearing the news. 

the Indian President telephoned me. There 

was a great pain in his voice." 
Bhekh Bahadllr Thapa, Royal 

Nepalese Ambassador to IlIdia. say­

ing Ihat fhe Illdiall govemllle1lf had 

readied a special plane la fly 111{/;CIII 

leaders inclllding Presidelll K.R. 

Narnyallonto Kat/III/andlt to take par' 

ill lite King Birendra 's last rite, 1II 

Bimarshn. 

* * * 
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OFF THE RECORD 

Bhattarai's 
Bafflement 

Former prime minister 
Krishna Prasad Bhaltarai 
seems to have lost his political 

patience after his nominee for 
a seat in the upper house of 

parI iament. Dr Narayan 

Khadka. wo> rejected by party 
colleagues. including fellow 
dissident former prime minis­

ter Sher Bahadur Deuba. 
Bhallarai's sense of hUl1l1lia­
lion may partl y explain his 
absence from a c rucial party 

meeting held at the prime 
minister's residence later in 

the week. Discomposurcsecms 

la have gripped Bhallarai to 

such an extent that he even 
failed to vote properly during 
the upper house elections last 

week. He cance led his first 
ballot paper and managed to 
do things properly on the sec­

ond try . 

Renewed Ties 
When two die-hard ri vals 

of Nepal's communi st move­

mcnl are found sharing the dais 
and exchang in g pc;sonal 
pleasantries. the gesture is 

bound to send political ripples. 
When CPN-ML general sec­

retary Barn Dev Gautam and 

8 

Gautam : Comrade in arms 

CPN-UML leader K. P. Sham", 

Oli hugged each other and 

started talking about perso nal 

I manners, on lookers were sim­

ply startled. Whcn Gautam 
broke away from the UMLtwo 

years ago, he c ited, among 
Olherthings, Oli' s anti-national 

policies. Ever s ince the split, 

cach leader has fired thousands 
of sal vos against the other. Few 
seemed to under~tand what 

might have prompted the two 

c:omrades to lock themsel ves 
in an e mbrace in public. The 

obvious ques tion: does the 

gesture indicate an emerging 

realignment of political forces. 

Height And 
Distance 

Ordinarily. the height of 
an individual does nO{ deter­

mine the qualities of an indi­

vidual. In Nepalese politics, 
however, shorter persons have 

found a greater role than taller 

ones. Former RPP leader 
Rajeshwor Devkotaand UML 
leader Madhav Kumar Nepal, 

among other physically short 
leaders, have made their mark 

with thei r own qualities. They 
do not miss any chance of 
boosting the height of their 

performance. However, it 

seems shortness has caused 
psychological pressure in 

some indi viduals. If onc reads 

a statement given by CIAA 

ch ief Suryanath Upadhyaya. 
one easily sensed streaks of 
an inferiority complex. When 

he was summoned to register 

his sta tement at an inquiry 

commission led by 

rician of the Panchayat days, 
could have lost his clout in the 

Rastriya Prajatantra Party. But 
that rcality was reflected in 
the recently concluded elec­

tion s to the upper house of 

the taller Or. Bhola .--_____________ -, 

Chal ise. Up­

adhyaya felt un­
easy. Talking to the 
media after his 

I depo s ition. the 
CIAA chief sa id. "J r--"'­
have nOl become a 
she rIer man and the 

height orthose who 

recorded my s late-
ment has not in ~ 

creased." Was Up- Shrestha: Victory in defeat 
adhyaya so bur­

dened with questions o f biol­
ogy while formulating his 

answers LO the panel? 

Power Worship 
Worship of power seems 

to beone ortheenduring char­
acteristics of Nepalese poli­

tics. Few believed Jog Mehar 

Shrestha, a heavyweight poli-

parliament. Although 

Shrestha is still one of the 
popular politicians of the capi­

tal , he los t hi s base in the RPP 
because he has been out of 

power for too long. Come to 
think of it. at a lime when 

party president Surya Baha­

durThapa is in command, who 
wou ld want to follow 

Jogmehar Dai,? • 
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MONARCHY 

Anchor Of Stability 
The crown is vital to Nepal's political stability, a fact the early 
days of King Gyanendra's reign have amply underscored 

"The monarchy has often played 
the role of a safety valve of society 
against the threat of imperialism and 
native radicalism without being socially 
conservative in its ideology. This is the 
reason social change in Nepal often oc­
curred in a spiral manner. Yet, the ge­
niuses of monarchs are full of dramatic 
contrast based on the individual person­
ality of kings: some were powerful and 

By KESHAB POUDEL Vaidya. "This fact and importance of assertive, while others were mere fig-
monarchical institution have been well ureheads. Quite a few of them were 

A !though the institution of monar- understood by all powerful external and captive of local aristocracy and some 
J-\..chy has suffe red a major setback internal forces in the course of history. " even upheld an image of constitutional 
after the death of the immediate family The institution of monarchy has sccn monarch," says Dev Raj Dahal. profes-
.r King Birendra on the fateful night of suc h kings as Rana Bahadur Shah and sor of political science at Tribhuvan 

el, 200 I , the first few weeks of Rajendra Bikram Shah who had to navi- University. 
King Gyanendra' s reign have shown the gate through highly turbulent times. The weakening of the monarchy 
new monarch's mature leadership skil ls. Monarchs like Mahendra and Birendra would serve nobody's interest. The fac-

Experienced and efficient, King ti on-ridden political parties, which 
Gyanendra has a major responsibility have just a five-decade history cannot 
in stabi lizing Nepal and the institution match the contributions of the manar-
of monarchy, which has earned a spe- chy. If the monarchy collapses, no one 
cial place in the hearts of the Nepalese can prevent the instability that will 
people. In his first major decision, the spill over across the border. 
nomination of three members to the "Who can act as a conscience-
upper house, King Gyanendra has pro- keeper o f the nation when the institu-
vided a gl impse of how he intends to ti on of monarchy is drastically 
uphold the finest traditions of the Shah weakened by an ordea l as the present 
dynasty. By nominating prominent, re- one while national political panics 
spccted and non-co ntroversial figures and elite are sharply divided along 
to the Nallona l Assembly, King geo-political lines lacking an 
Gyanendra ha::> proved that he is in anchor and purposi ve direction?" asks 
touch with the pul se of the people. Dahal. 

King Gyanendra nominated Dr. Unlike other parts of the region, 
op lyoti , Yankela Sherp. and Dipt the monarchy remains an immense 

Prakash Shaha to the upper house. All sou rce of inspiration 10 the different 
three are known for their competence ethnic groups of Nepal. "The institu-
in their respective fields and represent liun of monarchy has history of 
different ethnic groups. continuity and wide acceptability in 

Alalimewhen King Gyanendra is Nepal. This is the reason why, in all 
making efforts to insti l a sense of po- kinds of situation, the institution in-
litical stability in thecountry,asection ts a sense of stab ility." says Dr. 
within the ruling Nepali Congress and King Gyanendra: Symbol of unity Vaidya. 
some other forces are Lacing the line ---'''--'------=------'------ There is no reason why respon-
advanced by the republican Maoists to established themselves as competent and sible leaders of major political parties 
destabilize the monarchy. efficient leaders at cruc ial moments of commitlcd la constitutional monarchy 

The monarchy and the Royal modern history. The defining feature of and muhiparty democracy to deslabi-
Nepalese Army have played a crucial the institution has always been a dyna- Iize an institution that has such a long 
role in the unification of Nepal and in mism that has injecled a sense ofslabil- and illustrious hi story. Instead of in-
protecting national independence in dif- iLy among the people. Even in the arter- dulging in pelty politics. this is the time 
ficult times of hi slOry"·'The'ethnic and math of such a major tragedy in the politicians shou ld be backing up their 
other stability of Nepal cannot remain royal palace. the monarchy has played a professed commitme nt to the nati on by 
int act withou t the institution of monar- leading role in restoring normalcy to the supporting the conso lidati on of the 1110n-
chy ,· · says historian Dr. Tulsi Ram country. archy. • 
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GOVT.' S POLICY AND PROGRAMS 

Lacking New Direction 
The govemment puts emphasis on security and development 
measures but fails to properly package and sell its program 

By BHAGIRATH YOGI 

Amid unprecedented and tight secu­
rity. when King Gyanendra arrived 

at the Parliament House on Friday after­
noon he was accorded full royal honor. 
\Vllhin minutes. he was delivering the 
royal address that outlined the policies 
and programs of His Majesty's Govern­
ment for the next fiscal year 2001-02. 

Addressing the joint session of the 
parliament. the new monarch expressed 

last week, Prime Minister Girija Prasad 
Koirala had proposed a 14-point agenda 
as a basis for such consensus. The govern­
ment wou ld award top priority to strength­
ening law and order in the country, said 
His Majesty. 

Though the monarch did not mention 
anything about the six-year-old Maoist 
movement thaL has already claimed lives 
of more than 1.700 people, according to 
official figures, King Gyanendra said his 
government would continue efforts to 
accommodate people into development 

King Gyancndra addressing Parliament: Commitment to democracy 

his commitment to constitutional monar­
chy and parliamentary democracy and 
recalled the contributions made by his 
elder brother. Ime King Bircndra, in na-
lional development. ~ 

"My government would award prior­
ity for developing national consensus on 
dealing with the burning problems facing 
the country," said King Gyanendra. Only 

10 

mainstream who give up the path of vio­
lence. There were no details. He said the 
government would implement [ntegrated 
Security and Development Program 
(lSDP) effectively. The Koirala govern­
ment has been implementing the program 
from early lhis year in seven Maoist insur­
gency affected districts in western and 
mid-western Nepal. 

'·The government has tried to interlink 
the concept of internal security with the 
overall development of the country;· said 
Dr. Jagdish Chandra Pokhrel, member of 
National Planning Commission. "As such, 
besides the overall national outlook, tran­
sitional zones and hard-hit areas have 
been identified where the security will be 
provided accordingly." 

King Gyanendraalso recalled the last 
state visit paid by late King Birendra to 
China and oflicial visit to Japan by late 
Crown Prince Dipendra early this year. 
His Majesty said HMG would continue to 
maintain cordial relations with the ncigh­
boring countries and lauded the contril 
tionofinternational community in Nep 
development endeavors. 

The policy document, which comes 
as a continuity to earlier policies. lacks 
coherence. said critics. "There is nothing 
new in this address and the government 
has failed to give any new policy direc­
tion," said Madhav Kumar Nepal, leader 
of the main opposition in the parliament. 
Added vice chainnan of the Rastriya Pra­
jatantra Party , Dr. Prakash Chandra 
Lohani, 'The document lacks any com­
mitment to implement the policies pro­
fessed by the 

government itself." 
Countered Finance MinisterDr. Ram 

Sharan Mahat. in a TV interview, "The 
policy document. by nature, is not an 
exhaustive document. Its only a forw: 
looking document." 

Officials insist that the government is 
moving in the right direction and the latest 
document has made attempts to funher 
clarify and focus government's effons for 
poverty reduction and development 
'''11lOugh average economic growth of 
around 5 percent is not bad for a non­
industrialized country like Nepal, what 
we have seen is that the macro-policy 
framework adopted by us has been able to 
yield equity at the regional and social 
level,'· said Dr. Pokhrel. "So, we are going 
to introduce area-wise planning and with 
focus on district development plans.' 

Analysts point out that there have 
been some contradictions in the 
government's approach outlined in the 
policy document. "How can you talk of 
rehabilitating sick industries when the 
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Highlights of the Govt's Policy and Programs: 
Voters 1-0 cards will be distributed in additional 60 parliamenlary constiluencies 
in 40 districts. 
Poverty alleviation will be given tOP priorily on Ihe basis ofmid-Ienn review of the 
Ninth Five Year plan. 
Headquarlers of addilional five dislricls to be connecled by road nelwork. 
Recommendations oflhe Public Expenditure ReviewCommission (PERC) will be 
gradually implemented. 
Foreign aid will be utilized in an effective way. 
Banks and financial instilutions will be strengthened; their reslrucluring and 
reConns programs will be continued. 

- The use of goods manufactured wilhin the country will be encouraged. 
Special program will be implemented 10 rehabililate the sick industries. 
Industries will be provided with adequale securily. 
Participalion of civil sociely would be encouraged in improving the managemenl 
of the governmenl-run schools. Private schools will be monitored closely . 

- Implemenlation of Agriculture Perspective Plan will be made effeclive. 
- Special program will be introduced for Ihe promolion of tourism. 
- Foreign employmenl program will be expanded. 
- Implemenlation of Melamchi drinking waler projecl will be expediled. 

Developmenl of InConnation Technology will be given priority. 
Role of Royal Nepalese Army in the lotal national security will be made more 
effective. 
A Royal Nepalese Embassy will be sel up in Denmark as pan of the governmenl's 
policy 10 strenglhen relations with the Scandinavian countries. 
Efforts 10 sel up UN Peacekeeping Regional Center in Nepal will be expediled. 
Efforts will be made 10 expedite the process of verification of Bhutanese refugees 
so as 10 ensure early repatrialion of the refugees. 

overall direction of the government has 
been guided by open and liberal economic 
policies?" asked Or. Badri Prasad 
~~festha, a senior economist. "The gav-

ent should give emphasis on promot­
ing compClitiveness of the Nepalese in­
dustries and facilitating integration of our 
economy inlo the global one." 

Similarly, the government has failed 
10 idenlify problems related 10 implemen­
talion of the long-tenn Agriculture Per­
specli vc Plan and address them. The Ag­
riculture Ministry lacks a full lime minis­
ter for quite sometime now and there is 
serious lack of coordination between d.if­
ferent ministries and departments, reports 
say. 

Of course, there has been strong com­
mitment on part of the government to 
implement the recommendations made 
by the Public Expendilure Review Com­
mission (PERC) early this year. The gov­
ernment is planning 10 cut down the num­
ber of 'unsuslainable' projecls, scrap and 
inlegrate some offices althe regional and 
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district level and cut down expenses on 
pension and gratuity, among others, offi­
cials said. 

The policy documenl said Ihe gov­
ernment would work to link the district 
headquarters offi ve more districls by road 
within the neXI liscal year. With Ihis, 65 
oU10f75 district headq uarters in the coun­
try will have road connections. 

Besidesdeveloping infrastruclure, the 
government continues to give top empha­
sis on poverty reduction . The mid-Ienn 
review of the Ninth Fi ve Year Plan, which 
is yet to be made public, claims that there 
have been some marginal achievement in 
the efforts loward reduci ng incidence of 
poverty.lfthis is the case, the government 
will have to consolidate ils efforts and 
mobi lize local bodies and civil society 10 
sustain such efforts. 

The most important task for the gov­
ernment, however, would be to improve 
deteriorating law and order in the country, 
contain Maoisl insurgency and provide 
security to the industry and businesses. 

The future course of the country will de­
pend very much on whether the govern­
ment succeeds in these fronts. Of course, 
political instability and minimum consen­
sus among Ihe political parties will be 
equally crucial for the government to 
implemenl ils own policy document. • 

BUDGET 2001 

Outlining Priorities 
Finance Minister Dr. Ram Sharan 

Mahat has said Ihe budget for the year 
200 1-02 would be realislic, yet focusing 
on addressing major problems in the 

economy. 
__ oooITalking to 

members of 
the Society 
of Eco­
nomic Jour­
nali sts of 
N e p a I 
(S EJON) 
M o nday , 
Dr. Mahal 
said Ihe 
forthcom­
ing budget 
would fo­

------ ----- cus on pov-. 
crty reduc­

tion, revival of domestic industrjes, finan­
cial sector refonn and maintaining fiscal 
discipline. The Minister said the budget 
would bring a ll the poverty alleviation 
programs under the same umbrella and 
see to it that they are result oriented . New 
programs would be announced to refann 
slate-owned banks, finance companies and 
other financial institutions, he said. In 
order 10 revive the domestic industry, the 
budgel would ask the government offices 
10 buy locally produced goods. Admilling 
that there had been difficulties in realizing 
the targets of revenue mobilization in the 
current fiscal year, Dr. Mahat said no 
ambitious programs would be announced 
in the upcoming budget. IThis should, 
however, not mean that there will be no 
new programs,' he clarified. The minister 
said Ihe budget would also introduce 
programs to encourage Information Tech­

sector, said Or. Mahat.. 
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a progressi ve rate. Why bar 
'ndividuals from opening 

asks an educationist. 
"The report has not taken up 
recommendations. Its stand 

regarding private schools looks 
very dubious," says Rajesh 
Khadka, president orthe Private 
and Boarding Schools Organi­
zation of Nepal (PABSON). 

That apart, the committee's 
also recommends the com­

abolition of fees up to the 
level. It also recom­

that the fee structure "r 
tutional (private) school 

line with those run by the 

Students of private school: Will the report affecl them"--'-? _ ____________ _ 

"By dividing the 
cost by the number of stu­

we can get the unit cost. 
unit cost should be the basis 

for charging fees. As fa r as insti­
tutional schools are concerned, 

the report suggests that their fee be also 
based on the unit cost of communjty-run 
schools with the provision of adding 
extra overhead cost 'depending on the 
facilities they provide," says Basnet. 

EDUCATION PANEL REPORT 

A Hornet's Nest 
The government-formed committee irks private-school operators by rec­
ommending an end to the registration of schools owned by individuals 

By SANJAYA DHAKAL 

As it was fOfmed in the backdrop of 
unrest in the education sector trig­

gered by the school closure fo rced by the 
Maoist-affiliated All Nepal Nat ional Free 
Students Union (ANNFSU-Revolution­
aryl, the report from the government­
formed comm ittee. headed by Nirmal 
Prasad Pandey_ member of the National 
Planning Com mission (N PC), was ea­
gerlyawaited. 

BUI its coments proved irritaling to 
(he private sector as it was silenl about 

their future, Already feeling the heat 
from the ANNFSU-R's movement that 
demanded they slas~ fees by as much as 
50 percent. the privately owned schools 
now face simi lar behavior from the gov­
ernment side if the repon is implemented, 
say education experts. 

The report, among other things, rcc-

t2 

ommends the creat ion of (wO categories 
of schools - community-run and institu­
tional. The report urges the government 
to recog~ize on ly these categories of 
schools. 

h does not clarify the status of thou­
sands of private schools operating in the 
country. About 95 percent of private 
schools are owned by indi vidual s or 
groups. "Wc have suggested that such 
private schools now seek registrati on 
from the concerned ministry by chang­
ing themselves into institution s," said 
Chuman Singh Basncl, director-general 
of the Department ofEducalion, a mem­
ber of the committee. 

But the committee's recommenda­
tion that individuals may notopen school 
is against the basic spirit o f democracy 
and liberal economy, say experts. "Ifthe 
government thinks that private schools 
are making money, they can impose taxes 

There are more than 8,000 private 
schools across the country with a total 
enrolment of onc million students. Bil­
lions of rupees have been invested in 
these schools. 

After the Maoist-affiliated stude­
closed down schools for onc whole we 
a month and a half ago, the governmem 
had formed the committee to submit 
recommendations to clear off the exist­
ing problems in the education sector. 

The report has recommended that 
children school (nursery, kindergarten 
level) be run by local organizations like 
lhe Village Development Committee or 
city development council. Likewise, it 
suggests the District Development Com­
mittee should run primary schools (from 
classes 1-5). 

"They might as well have recom­
mended National Assembly or House of 
Representatives members to run tbe sec­
ondary level schools," says PABSON' s 
Khadka, criticizing the report. "It has 
only created new jobs for politicians." 

Other experts, too, see the report as 
flawed. "It is a populist document full of 
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gimmi c ks. In the c urrent po litical 
economy, this report will definitely re­
tard the growth of private schools," says 
educationist Or. Min Bahadur Bista. He 
says that although there is a need to 
regulate pri vate schools, that cannot be 
achi eved through diktat. 

"Private schools cannot noudsh in 
a comro lled environment where lhcgov­
ernmenl dic ta tes the curriculum or the 
fec . The current report tries to invite 
bureaucratic intervention , which could 
adversely a ffec t healthy competition," 
says Or. Bista. "Until there is a sound 
pu bl ic e du ca ti o n sys te m , pa re nt s 
, ·11 continue to look to the pri vate sec­
or. Therefore, in the current scenario, 

the private schools will continue to ex­
ist. .. 

A nother pai nl of contention is the 
introduction of community-run schools. 
·'Though it is a good idea, one must first 
look at the prac ticality o f it. Are the 
co mmuniti es pre pa red to m a nage 
schools?" asks another educationist. 

On the o ther hand, Or. Bista objects 
to the conditions put forth by the com­
mittee be fore the school management. 
"The report asks the government la take 
care of fin ancing, curric ulum, fees and 
tcacher-selection. This is agains t the very 
spirit o f community schools," he says. 

'We Have Tried To Inject A Feeling 
Of Community Ownership' 

- CHUMAN SINGH BASNET 

CHUMAN SINGH BASNET. director-general of the Department of Education, was 
one of the members of the comnrittu that presenled the report. Excerpts from his 
in/erview with SPOTUGHT: 

How has the committee defined educadoaallnstitutions? 
The repon divides schools in two categories - community-run and institutional. 

The community-run schools can be oflwo types, those receiving government subsidies 
and those that are not. The tenn institutional schools has been coined to replace the 
private schools. The repan suggests that certain registered institutions and nol individu­
als run the private schools. 

Whal a"" its major ~mmendations? 
The repon recommends the: total abolilion of fees up 10 primary level schools. Let 

there be no charge for examlilations or any other lhing. It tries to mject a feeling of 
community ownership. Earlier. they were called government schools. Now the repon 
recommends calling them community schools so Ihat the public will feel a sense of 
ownership. 

Private schools claim the ...,port has ueglected their rol •• 
The repon merely urges private schools 10 change their organizational identity and 

come forward as institutional ones. 
What aboul the fees they can charge? 
The institutional schools. 100, should charge the unit cost in line with the commu­

nity ones. But the report suggests categorizing institutional schools. too, according to 
Iheir physical infrastructure artdJacihties. Such overhead costs can he added 10 the unit 
cost while determining fees. • 

"There should have been some cost­
sharing arrangements as well as freedom 
of management." 

Or. Bista goes to the extent of de­
scri bing the m as pseudo-community 
schools. "The si tuation today is not like 
that of pre-1 97 1 when there was total 
public schools. I th ink the committee 
made a very weak 3naJysis of the current 
situation." 

On their way to school: Destination under uncertainty'? 

Apart from these contentious points. 
the commiltee has unempted to ra ise 
some genuine concerns o f the education 
sector. It has tried to delve into the defi­
nition of schoo ls, fee structure teacher's 
licensing system and many other points 
of discord. Its 15-point recommendation 
has been submi tted to the Ministry of 
Education. It remains to be seen how the 
government reacts to the report and, more 
importantly, whether impl ement ing its 
recommendations would reso lve the 
problems faced by the sector. • 
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NIKE 

Kathmandu Connection 
The global sport goods firm becomes the latest big 
brand to open shop in the city 

By AKSHAY SHARMA 

"A neveningwalk(nroughDurbar 
Marg, with its e legant shops, 

boutiques, food chains and etiquelle cus­
tomers, makes you feel like you are some­
where in the West." says Pradip Tamang. 
"Especially when the weather is clear, the 
place looks like a city in Switzerland." 

Nike, the world-famous sports goods 
finn, is the (atest big brand to blend into 
Durbar Marg. "Perhaps this is the first lime 

however, literary admonitions do not seem 
to stand in the way of transac tions. 

Nevertheless, Lhere areskeptical voices. 
" I visited the place and ilems were pretty 
expensive," says Amir Ratna Tuladhar of 
Ason, who has a shop at Kamlakshi. "The 
stuff that we sell is very cheap compared to 
the prices there. Nike products are made in 
countries with low labor costs but com­
mand brand loyalty. What 1 sell are also 
made in many of these same countries. As 
an informed consumer, therefore, I am 

forced to think, 'Why should 1 buy 
goods that look exactly the same as 
the others but are so expensive?" 

Big brands do not decide lO en­
ter new markets without doing their 
homework properly. "Nike produces 
so many products and many have 

their own websites on the Internet," 
says a market analyst. 

Nike showroom: Just do it! 

Nike was regarded by the an­
cient Greeks to be the goddess of 
speed. The company specializes in = __ ... sports-related products. "11,e brand 
name speaks for itself," explains the 

in Nepal that a big brand like this has 
opened. However, the Nepal bandhs, the 

Black Friday at the royal palace and events 
after that haven't given us the pick-up we 
want ." says Rahul Dhanua who manages 
the outlet. "1 don ' t have to tell you about the 
market conditions these days. Because of 
this, we have no t been able to calculate the 
number of vis itors we've had." 

"A watch that costs Rs 20.790, a T­
shin that goes fo r Rs490. a pair of sneakers 
cosling Rs 6.790 and a bag carrying a price 
tug orRs 12,790-all this is bound to catch 
you in a ~pe ll. " said a shopper. 

When the French novelist Marcel 
Proust said the regularity of habit is gener­
ally in proportion La its absurdity. he prob­
ably did not have today 's rampant consum­
eri sm in mind. In today's buyer' s market, 
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store' s Sudhir Serchan. "Our aim is 
to catch the eyes of local customers more 
than focusing on tourists." 

Rahul says: "We offer quality and do 
not sell any duplicate products. Peoplecome 
here looking for origi nality. The reaction 
we have been getting now looks good. 
People say they tind good stuff here." He 
adds: ;'We don't offer discount and our 
focus is in giving the consumer what they 
want along with quality." 

Asked whe ther he expected competi­
tors to come in any time soon, Rahul says: 
"We can' t make any firm predictions 
now, but we are anticipating a better mar­
ket. The idea will probably pick up. Nike 
has big competitors like Addidas and 
Reebok." 

If and when those competitors decide 
to enter the Nepalese market , Nike will 

CELLULAR PHONE 

Private Player In 
The Offing 
A joint venture company 
is all set to offer cellular 
mobile services 

Khetan group, a- leading business and 
industrial house in the country, is planning 
offer cellular mobile services in the counl 
by Novemberthis year. The group registered 
Spice Cell Nepal Pvt. Ltd. a joint venture 
with Spice Cell of Modi Telestralndia, at the 
Department of Industry here Thursday. The 
company, in which Spice Cell has 60 percent 
share and Khetan Group 40 percent equity, 
had earlier planned to offer cellular services 
by July this year but had to postpone its plans 
amidst legal tangle. The Supreme Court is to 
hear a petition early next week in which 
empluyees of the stalc-owned Nepal Tele­
communications Corporation (NTe) have 
challenged thegovernrnent decision to award 
license tooffercellularmobile services to the 
private sector. The Khetan Group was 
awarded the contract 10 operate cellular mo­
bile phones within the country through a 
competitive bidding in November last year. 
Managing director or the KheLan Grou 
Rajendra Khetan, said the services offere 
by the private sector company would be 
quite affordable and the tota l cost would not 
exceed Rs 15.000 (approx. 210 US dollars). 
Added Mandeep Bhatia, VP. Strategic Busi­
ness Development. Spice Communications 
Limited. The new company would like to 
cater the cell phones to anybody who will 
feel its need. In fact, we wou ld al~o offer a 
range of services along with Olir mobile 
phones. He did not give details. If the legal 
hurdle is sorted out soon. ilean be hoped that 
the mobi le phones will no longer remain a 
matter of luxury for a large section of the 
Nepalese. • 

probably find itself making adjustments 
to its operat ions. But for now, the shop 
is open from lOam to 8 pm every day 
except Saturday. when it open from 12 pm 
to 8 pm. • 
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SPOTLIGHT FAMILY 

Offers loyal felicitations to 

His Majesty 
• • : King Gyanendra Bir Bikram Shah Dev 
• • • • • ~ . on His Majesty's 

55th Auspicious Birthday. 

May ~ashupatinath grant him a long 

and healthy life to guide the nation 
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TOURISM 

Between 
HopeAnd 
Despair 
Tourist arrivals last month hit their lowest mark in a decade. Is this decline 
a reason to worry about the future of tourism or is it just a temporary 
phenomenon? Amid the gloom that has descended on the industry after 
some airlines scaled back their flights to Nepal, there also are some signs of 
hope. The nation needs to make vigorous attempts to transform this glimmer 
into gain. If Nepal succeeds in cashing in on the international medi 
coverage it has received during these past few weeks and takes advantage 
of the Chinese government's selection of Nepal as an outbound tourist 
destination, our tourism sector can hope to regain much of its luster. But does 
the country have the political will to match its entrepreneurial zeal? 

By KESHAB POUDEL 

S
W/u KCUlclia Shrestlia, all adminis­
trative assistalll at Q travel Qnd 
tour office, is h'orried about his 
future. As someone who consid­

ered himself a privileged employee until 
11011', Shresrha is 1lI1Cel1aill about how to 
cope with the days ahead. "My IJIQl1ager 
has already wan/ed me that I may lose my 
job ifthillgs do 1101 improve inlhe. comillg 
season. " Shresllia said. 

16 

There are many others in the tourism 
industry , including hOleliers and execu­
lives, who share Shrestha's anxiety about 
the future of Nepal's tourism industry. 
Although nomlalcy has relurned 10 Ihe 
country after the mysterious killings at 
royal palace, some Indian , Spanish and 
Italian groups have cancelled theirreserva­
lions for June and July. Moreover, the 
decision of some airlines la reduce their 
flights has created a new sense of panic in 
the tourism sector. Rumors of political 

instability and the fact that tourist arrivals 
last month recorded their lowesllevel in a 
decade have sent shock waves among em­
ployees at hotels, airlines, trekking and 
travel workers. 

At a lime when many remain alarmed 
by the bleak scenario of the Nepalese tour­
ism industry, there are some indicators of 
recovery. If Nepal takes timely steps to 
benefit from the publicity the country has 
received in the international media and 
finalizes the agreement to cater to the Chi-
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ganization, the num­
ber of Chinese holi­
daying overseas will 
soar from the current 
10 million a year to 
50 million by 2010 
and to lOOmillion by 
2020. This will make 
China the leading 
source of tourist 
world-wide, and will 
provide an important 
boost for many Asian 
countries like Nepal. 

Chinastartedlet­
ting its people out 
slowly but today the 
door is opened pretty 
wide. Travel visas 
were first granted for 
Hong Kong and 
Macau in the mid-
1980s, and they went 
mostly 10 the wealthy 
and well connected. 
Then came Thai land. 
Singapore, Malaysia, 
the Philippines and 

L......----:-:--::-:--::-:-~~-:_------------l North Korea. Last 
Tourists: Walking safely down the street year, Australia and 

nese LOuristS. this bleak scenario could 
soon give way to hope. 

If tourist arrivals from January to May 
any indication, Nepal 's tourism indus­

try has good prospects. "There is no reason 
to worry about the future as the decline in 
tourist arrivals in June was only a tempo­
rary phenomenon. Nepal's tourism sector 
will get back on the right track as usual," 
says Prasidha Bahadur Pandey, a leading 
tourism entrepreneur. 

Chinese Tourists: Nepal may have 
good opportunity to boost its economy by 
lapping the Chinese tourist market. China's 
burgeoning middle class, eager to see the 
world, is flooding Asia 's tourist spots. 
Relaxed regulations, rising income levels 
and increased leisure time have produced a 
boom in the Chinese travel industry. Mil­
lions of ordinary Chinese go abroad every 
year. The numbers are set to 'explode, cre­
ating a phenomenon that will likely change 
the face of tourism in Asia and beyond. 

According to the World Tourism Or-
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New Zealand were 
added as destinations. Japan and Nepal 
were recenlly identified the latest outbound 
countries for Chinese. 

According to tourist arrivals and ex­
penditure figures, the average Chinese tour­
ist in Thailand outspent his counterpart 
from Malaysia, South Korea. Taiwan and 
remarkably even Japan. The Chinese also 
spent more per head than visitors from any 
European country. 

As Nepal is sandwiched between two 
Asian giants, Indja and China, its tourism 
industry has the opportunity of exploiting 
both markets. As Indian lOurists are one of 
the mainstays of Nepal , the arrival of Chi­
nese tourists will come as yet another ad­
vantage. 

At a time when tourism infrastructure, 
including hotel beds, airlines and travel 
agencies, is growing, Nepal has to attract 
more foreign tourists. When the northern 
neighbor is willing to send its tourists to 

Nepal , the policymakers need to' take im­
mediate matching steps. 

Nepal has many attractions for Chi­
nese tourists, including Buddhist temples 
and vast scenic wonders. The Ministry of 
Culture, Tourism and Civil Aviation is yet 
to finalize documents to pave the way for 
the arrival of Chinese tourists. 

"We will finalize the proposal as soon 
as the ministry prepares the draft," a senior 
official at the ministry says. "We need todo 
more home work before signing the final 
agreement with tbe Chinese government. 
It will take another couple of years before 
Chinese tourists start flowing in." 

As the ministry does not have a full­
time minister, few expect it would be able 
to prepare a final proposal soon. This has 
irked those in the industry .. " don't under­
stand the reason behind the delay in signing 
the final agreement with China," says an 
exasperated tourism entrepreneur on con­
dition of anonymity. "The Chinese want 10 

give something to us but we are snubbing 
their offers. As a recipient country, it is our 
duty to take the initiative." 

Tourist Arrivals: According to data 
analyzed by Nepal Tourism Board, the first 
five monlhs of this year were satisfactory 
despite the unfavorable situation, includ­
ing strikes, bandhs and violent activities. In 
January 200 I , 25,905 tourists visited Nepal, 
32.65 percent more than in the previous 
year. February and March also witnessed 
10.79 and 10.25 percent increase in tourist 
arrivals. In April, arrivals declined by 5.52 
percent over the previous year. May was 
also satisfactory. as the number of tourists 
increased by 5.75 percent. 

The arrival of Indian tourists also in­
creased over four of the five months re­
corded. In January, February and March, 
Indian tourist arrivals increased by 25.84 
percent, 18.22 percent and 0.84 percent 
respectively. 

In April , the numbers declined by 4.70 
percent in comparison to the year 2000. 
May saw a 12.62 percenl increase in the 
arrival of lndian tourists. On average, tour­
ist arrivals over the live months saw an 
increase of9.14 percent. The total number 
of tourists was 156,411. including 35,040 
Indians. In 2000, 144,099 arrived, of which 
32,105 were from India. 

Arrivals suddenly declined by more 
than 50 percent in June following the kill­
ings in the royal palace. '"At a time when 
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the country suffered from such a tragedy 
and hostile publicity by the international 
media, how could have one expected beller 
numbers that month?" asks Birendra Baha­
dur Basnet, managing director of Buddha 
Air. ·'Moreover. if the country 's main­
stream political parties work to restore 
peace and stability, things can pick up." 

In the flfst two weeks of June, Tribhu­
van International Airport wore a virtually 
dcsened look. By the third week, there was 
a gradual recovery. 

As the behavior of leaders of political 
panies, hotel union workers and other 
groups are unpredicLable, no one is certain 
about the future. Although Prime Minister 
Girija Prasad Koirala has already called for 
a moratorium against any kind ofbandh for 

10 years in his 14-point national consensus 
agenda, no pany has made that pledge. 

Reduction of Flights: The decision 
by some airlines to reduce the frequency of 
their flights to Nepal indicates thatNepal 's 
market is still unstable. Indian Airlines 
have already scaled back their flights 10 

Kathmandu. Some airlines have staned 
flying smaller aircraft. 

Nepal's image as a safe tourist desti­
nation is also gradually eroding because of 
the escalation of Maoist violence in vari­
ous pans of the country. Although the 
Maoists have not allacked lOuriStS, they are 
most active in some of the popular tourist 
destinations. Thesecurity concemsoftour­
ists is understandable. 

For their pan, the Maoist leadership in 

'Indian Airlines' Decision Doesn't Seem To 
Be Based On Market Trends' 

- TEK CHANDRA POKHAREL 

TEK CHANDRA POKHAREL is one of the rellowlled tourism r----::==----..,­
emreprell eurs of rile cowlfry. A/onl/er president of Nepal Associa­
tion of Travel Agents, Pokharelspoke to SPOTLIGHT on various 
issues related to the presem situation in the tourism sector. Ex­
cerpts: 

How do you see the ongoing trend in the tourism sector? 
Well, i1 is nOl as bad as it is being projected. Definitely the 

number oftourists has declined in the month of June, but a recovery 
is under way. As our base is very small, any kind of disturbance can 
easily affect us. When you have such an unimaginable o"~"'L:I ......... L,j 

occuning in the country, how can you expect better results in the 
tourism sector. We were in a period of great shock and horror. 

You mean the decline in tourist arrivals is not that serious? 
If you see it in terms of percentage. the decline is sharp. Bm irI tenns of actual number of 

visitors, it has not been so serious. A few thousand tourists may have stayed away during that 
period. 

Then why are foreign airlines reducing their flights? 
Only Indian Airlines has officia lly reduced the number of its flights. Qatar Airways and other 

airlines have not reduced any flights. The decision of Indian Airlines does not seem to be based 
on market trends. especial ly since it is a government-owned airlines. 

What does Nepal need to do now? 
When Indian Airlines has cut down its flight, Royal NepaJ Airlines has 10 cash in. 

Unfortunately, we are nOI able to capture the market left by Indian Airlines. We have to make 
effort s 10 seize the opportunity given by Indian Airlines. 

Can the national flag carrier do this? 
The national flag canier has got a good opportuni ty to grab the market. Last time when 

Indian Airlines suspended all of its flights for six months, Royal Nepal Airlines could nOl capture 
the market. We are losil1'g the opportunity because we have been unable to do political 
mancuvering with India. If we have management skills and economic vision. we would have 
changed our fate. Instead of going with requests 10 foreign airlines officials. we would have our 
own efficiem airlines. Our national flag carrier has the experience and manpower to grab the 
opportunity. RNAC needs to be strengthened through non-political and efficient management. 
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a recent statement indicated that they would 
not target foreign tourists. If other main­
stream political panies make a commit­
ment that they would not organize destruc­
tive acts like bandhs, the situation will 
definitely improve. "In a situation when 
everyone is expressing their concern for 
tourism, there is nothing to worry for the 
coming season," says Pandey. 

As the Chinese government has al­
ready declared Nepal as an outbound des­
tination, the country's tourism industry 
may benefit from it. Because of ineffi­
ciency and negligence on the pan of Min­
istry of Culture, Tourism and Civil Avia­
tion, Nepal risks missing a big opponuni 

When foreign airlines are reducin 
their flights, Royal Nepal Airlines, the 
country's only flag carrier is mired in con­
Lroversy. Becauseofi ntervention from dif­
ferent sectors, the airline has not been able 
to step in the space made by foreign air­
lines. 

"There is a need 10 strengthen the 
national flag carrier by making it more 
reliable and efficient," says Pandey. "How 
can one expect a tourist boom without 
having a reliable and efficient national 
airline?" 

As RNAC is mired in controversy 
over the leasing aircraft one after another, 
Nepal's tourism industry is forced 10 rely 
on foreign airlines. Until a few years back, 
RNAC carried more than 40 percent of 
tourists 10 Nepal, a proponion that ht . 
fallen by many points. Apan from regionat" 
airlines flying in tourists, a big chunk of 
what tourists spend goes to the neighboring 
country. 

Foreign Currency Earnings : Ac­
cording 10 the economic survey of 2000, 
Nepal earned Rs. 16,160,780,000 equiva­
lent to foreign currency in fiscal year 
1998\ 1999. However, the first six months 
of 199912000 saw a slump. The flfSt six 
months of 2000\2001 was satisfactory. 
There are more than 100 star hotels, 700 
non-star hotels. 

TIlere are more than 33,000 beds, 
which are increasing ataraleof8.6 percent 
each year. Nepal has sufficient infrastruc­
ture to cash in on tourists in two main cities, 
Kathmandu and Pokhara. 

Current occupancy levels at the hotels 
are drastically low, at an average of 20 
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percent. "Nepal will sec more LOurists in 
the months of July and August as the gov­
ernmcrll and (Qurism entrepreneurs have 
already taken initiatives to attract Indian 
tourists," an industry analyst says. 

The mountaineering sector employs 
more than 10.000 people. According to the 
GEFONT. a trade union organization, the 
number of people working in the sector is 
estimated to be 100,000. If indirect em­
ployment is included, that figure crosses 
400,000. As the main source of foreign 
cunency and the top employment general-

ing industry, any di sturbance in the tourism 
sector will rock Nepal's economy. At a 
time when ex pons are shrinking, the de­
cline in the tOurism sector will hamper the 
total foreign currency reserves. Tourism 
has seen onc of its worst phases following 
the hijack of Indian Airlines night from 
Kathmandu in December 1999. 

Indian Tourists: iodian tourists oc­
cupy more than one third of total tourist 
arrivals. Following the hijacking, the gov­
ernments ofNepaJ and India imposed some 
restrictions to the Indian tourists. The re-

quirement for Indian tourists to carry pass­
port or an official identity card has dis­
rupted the flow of visitors from that coun­
try. The bandhs, political instability and 
negative publicity about Nepal also have 
kept Indian tourists away. The widespread 
publicity generated by anti-Indian activi­
ties triggered by slanderous remarks attrib­
uted to Indian film star Hrithik Roshan­
which he has consistently denied making 
- also contributed to a decline in Indian 
tourists. 

Despite hostile media publicity against 

L:hin.~se Tourists Will Transform Nepal's Tourism Sector' 

BIRENDRA BAHADUR BASNET, manag­
ing director of BuddJw Air. is a £'lIergetic avia­
fion entrepreneur. Basllet spoke to SPOT­
LIGHT on variolls issues related [0 the tourism 
sec/or. Excerpts: 

Hon do you see the ongoing trend in 
Nepal's tourism sL'Clor? 

After the massacre in the royal pHI ace. the 
touri sm sector has seen unexpected damage. 
When the country was in collective trauma. how 
could you expect the tourism sel'tor to be unaf­
fected. lnternational mediacoverageofthetragic 
event has introduced Nepal globally. If we cash 
in on thi s coverage. we can reap benefits. 

Will the tourism sector be affected ror a 
long time? 

I don't think so. It was just a shon-tenn 
Even the violent demonstrations 

were controlled within a few days. NonnaJcy 
has already been restored in society. Because of 
all kinds of situation. tourist anivals plummeted 
in the month of June. I don't think the tourism 
industry will suffer a long-tenn effect. 

What is your general impression about 
the performance or the tourism sector? 

The data of Nepal Tourism Board speak 
for themselves, The number of tourists were 
higher in the first five months of the year. 
Despite the Maoist violence and frequent politi­
caJ disruptions . the sector gathered pace. As 
Maoists have never targeted the tourists, no one 
feels any kind of threat. Aner the royal palace 
killing. the Maoist movement also received 
worldwide coverage. As the Maoists are a po­
litical force, they mllst be treated politically. 

Have political parties realized the im­
portance oftourism to the national economy'Z 

Unfortunately. policy makers have not 
included us in the tourism sector. Airlines and 
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- BlRENDRA BAHADUR BASNET 

hotels are real sources of foreign currency. We 
are sellmg products. When travel agencies are 
put under tourism. why are airlines denied such 
rights? The government has The govcmment 
may sulTcrshort-tenn loss. but it wil l have loog­
tenn benefits, I have received unconfirm~d 
reports that some airlines even do not have 
money to pay monthly salary to employees. 
How did such a situation appear. Even dollar 
passengers increased last year when the overall 
tounst arrivals was unsatisfactory. 

What is your impression on competi­
tion? 

Look. we are still nying passengers for 
1992 prices. I have repeatedly requested gov­
ernment officials to reevaluate the air farc. but 
some airlines operators have opposed my idea. 
Because of seat saturation. prices is coming 
down. But the prices of other facilities at the 
airport. insurance and fuel have goneup by 400 
percent since 1992. The airlines sector must 
have the facilities acquired by tourism industry. 

How do you Sl.'e the decision of Indian 
Airlines to reduce the number onts nights to 
Nepal? 

It is natural for them to reduce their flights 
at a time when there is the lowest flow of 
tourists. The months of June, July and August 
are regarded as off season. I think the decision 
will be temporary. We hope the flights will 
increase during the season. 

What impact will the national airlines 
face from a decline in tourist arrivals? 

If there are no tourists. ourairJines will have 
to close down, Our fare to Nepalis is cross 
subsidized by the fare foreigners pay. If anything 
goes wrong in the tOurism sector. many other 
industries will also close down. Foreign goods 
shops. book stores and handicraftsoutlets will be 
among the first to close down. 

At a time .... - .. = 
when the 
Nepalese govern­
ment isworrying 
about the decline 
in the number of 
foreign tourists, 
whyisitnotmak­
ing any errort to 
take advantage 
oftheopportunily given by Chinese tourists? 

China has already cleared Nepal as an 
outbound tourist destination for its nationaJs. 
This is very important for a counLry like Nepal 
in a situation when overalllourist arrivals have 
declined. Our government is said to be working 
to finalize the document to allow Chinese tour­
ists into Nepal. If we successfully take advan­
tageofthis opportunity, NepaJ' s tourism would 
be able to take a new direction. The arrival 
Chinese tourists will transform the present situ­
ation. Nepal is going to be (he cheapest destina­
tion for Chinese tourist. 

Do you see any attractions for Chinese 
tourists in Nepal? 

Yes. there are many attractions for them. 
Nepal is the birthplace of Lord Buddha and 
many Chinese would like to visit Lumbini. 
Chinese know a lot of things about Nepal. 
includin&--the Pagoda-style temples and thankas. 
The Chinese will also have experience of South 
Asian navor when they visit NepaJ. 

Have you received any cancellations for 
the coming session? 

Of course. the momh of June was bad but 
1 think the coming season is going to be good 
season for us. ActuaJly. the month of June was 
Indian season but they were scared by the nega­
tive publicity made by lndian media. This is 
basically Indian season. • 
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'Nepal Should Cash In On International Publicity' 
- PRASIDHA B. PANDEY 

-,.......,...--, PRASIDHA B. PANDEY, managing direc/or of Shangrila 
Hotel, is one of Nepal's )'O/lll g hotel entrepreneurs. Pandey 
spoke to SPOTLIGHT 011 various issue related to IOllrism. 

Excerpts: 

What does Nepal need to do to encourage tourists? 
If the government wan ts a positi ve impact in the tourism 

sector, it must announce some drastic steps. First of all , 
the government must announce the visa-free program for 
tourists to show that it is really si ncere about encouraging 
tourists. Secondly, the government mus t accept the open 

sky policy in internalional sector. The airl ines should be given free access to ny to Nepal from 
those destination where Royal Nepal Airlines does not have any nights. Thirdly. the 
management of the RNAC should be handed over to the other airlines or panics on a lease 
basis. 

Are you satis£ied with the existing tourism policy? 
There is nothing to be sat isfied as there are many lapses in the policy. We have made many 

efforts in the development of agriculture sector and hydropower but we have been unable to 
benefit. Although tourism has played an imponant role in the national economy, it is yet 10 receive 
any priority like in agriculture and other sectors. If we focus our effons on the tourism sector, we 
can attract I million to 2 million tourists a year and can earn up to $2 billion a year. There is high 
pront in the tourism sector. The rate of retu rn is high in touri sm. 

Why has not tourism gone ahead? 
We have to sec the history of the past four decades before evaluating the overall performance 

of the tou ri sm sector. Had the government spent huge amount of money like in other sectors. the 
position of the touri sm sector would have been far better than now. Jfthe government inves ts more 
money in the sector. the tourism industry will bring much needed change. If we see the history 
of past four decades. we cannot find a situation when the tourism industry was on the verge of tota l 
co llapse. Of course, it faced many ups and downs in its history but it does not have history of 
closing down. In the industrial sector. many industries have closed down but tourism industry is 
survivi ng. There are 500-700 travel and trekking agencies. 600-700 hundreds hotels, two dozens 
of ai rlines. 

How do you see the role of the private sector? 
The pri vate sec tor has already completed its task by investing huge amount of money in the 

tourism sector. The private sector has invested in the hOle l industry, reson. airlines. travel 
agencies and trekking agencies and other. Private sectors have proved that they are much more 
ahead than the government . The government has to back the private scctor. 

Do you mean more focus to the tourism sector? 
Yes. Tourism needs support and focus from all sectors. We are now in a position to employee 

morc than I million peoplc. I think tourism is only 1001 for the development. If the government 
has taken small steps, the situation will change. 

What do you mean by small steps? 
First of all. the government has to hand over the management of Royal Nepal Airlines to 

I 

some private parties like in the case of national banks. There arc best of bes t international 
management groups which can operate the airlines successfully. If we arc able to bring I million 
touri sts. every citizen will reap benefits from it. The government has to take steps to push the 
tourism sectOr. 

Do you see any advantage for tourism? 
Yes. we have greater opportunity to deve lop Nepal as a prosperous country. We are 

sandwiched by two biggest country of the world . If we are ab le to lu re the in vestment from the 
both country. Nepa l will have a different future. We need to develop offshore banking system. 
We have 10 capi tal ize out position. We need to have to find a place for survival. 

Do you see any possibility of the tourism sector recovering soon? 
In this time. Nepal needs to be vocal. We have to gel hcnefits from the international market. 

Afterthe royal palace killings, Nepal has many sympathizers in the world . If we take thcinitiative. 
our country wi ll definitely benefit. • 
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Nepal , Indians continue to visit the coun­

try, which shows the positive outlook com­
mon Indian citizens have towards Nepal. "1 
am hopeful that the situation will improve 

in the day s ahead," says Narendra 
Bajracharya, president of Hotel Associa­
tion of Nepal. 

Nepal Tourism Board has launched a 
vigorous marketing drive in India. As a 

result, Indian tourist arrivals slightly in­
creased in the first quarter of 200l."lf 
political parties do not call any violent 
activities like Nepal bandhs, we may have 
more Indian tourists in July and August ," 
an industry watcher says. 

Forsmall-tirne travel agents, busin., __ 

is getting tough and it is becoming difficltr( 
to survive. Plenty of hoteliers and tourist 

outfits are cashing in on the sheer volume 
of Indian tourists coming in. "Normalcy 
has already returned and tourist arrivals 
will gradually improve," said Tek Bahadur 
Dangi, Directo r of Tourism Marketing and 
Promotion Department at Nepal Tourism 
Board. "The board is planning to go on a 
campaign to woo more tourists." 

Losing venture : The beauty of the 
touri sm industry lies in the s pin-off it gen­

erates for other sectors, s uch as vegetable 

growers selling products to establishments 
catering to touri sts. But for now, the related 

income is largely being generated in Nepal 's 
neighbors. Local farmers s imply cannot 
meet the demand, so tomatoes and other 

foods tuffs arc brought in dai ly from In 
and Thailand. Fish and lamb are also usu­
ally imported. 

The hotel industry o fll c ialsclaim they 
use local products as much as they can. 
However, hote ls o ften have to serveBasmati 

rice from India beca use the local variety is 

not good enough. About 95 perce nt of the 
foodstuffs used by most non-star hotels are 
locally grown. The tourism industry has 
raised the incomes of many Nepalese such 
as hotel employees, tour guides, taxi driv­

ers, restaurant workers, souveni r vendors 

and book sellers. among others. 
Nepalese to urism industry is standing 

at a c rossroads where new opportunities 

beckon and old habits refuse to go away. It 
is up to political part ies, trade unjons and 

other related o rganizations to help create 

the stability the tourism secto r needs to 
thrive o n. • 
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YOUTH 

Freedom To Choose 
don't believe in the idea of expansion, 
conquests and pol itical boundaries. Look­
ingat the history of Nepal , Prithvi Narayan 
Shah started the campaign of creating a 
bigger Nepal at a young age. That was the 
dominant quest of his era." 

Break free of the chains of conformity and act on your 
convictions, is the motto of many of today's youth 

"The young are generally seen to be 
neutral, but it is easy to direct them on any 
path - good or bad, Subash says. 

ByAKSHAYSHA~R~M~A~ __________ __ 

"Do you , till expect me to believe in 
slogans that belonged to Roman 

times and light for them?" asks 25-year-
Pravigya Shcrchan. "We have been 

born 111 a different period and raised on 
different reali ttes and conditions. Yes, we 
read comics like Asterisk which taught us 
the names or Roman generals. but that 's 
It ." 

"11,e you th shouldn 't look to others 
tries and the bigger ncighbors are eyeing for their bcttcnncll l. They should do what 
thccoulllry as if to swallow it in one gulp," their instincts lel l them La. You create your 

says Sub.,h Lohani of the Inst itute of For- own identity:' Ani l argues. "My fa ther 
cign Affairs. "And because of reasons like shaves with a ustara (razor) and I have the 
Ihc!le, the youth need 1(1 be 1110re focused liberty to use elect ronic razors." 

and alert." "The ideolugy o f people hasn't 
Alcxandcrthe Great was barely out of changed from the days of Alexander the 

his teens when he sel out on something he Great. Karl Marx. Frederick Engels. 
bel ieved in and he died in his 30's. He was Maehiavelli, Kautuliya and others gave 
fighting for something he bel ieved in and new theories on the hU1l1::tn pred icament," 
immortalized himsei r. Anil argues. ''They only tried to get a bener 

The older generat ion secs "An 8th grade student , Tomba Chhiri unders tanding of the things people bel ieved 
youth as a misguided and mis- ---.,..r-7""--' in and aspired for. Butlet'salsonot 
used force. The youth point to a forget that history has its share of 
widening generat ion gap for their leader.; like Saddarn Hussein. Adolf 
plight. The blame game cont in- Hitler ancl Ivan the Terrible:' 
ucs, without an answer in sight. "Your parents and guardians 

"The world is changing so can nurse you and teach you how 
rapidly - it revolves at a speed to walk . Afrer a certain age, you 
of 36,000 miles per second in its will have learn to adjuslto things 
ax is in the vast universe - and you weren't taught by your parents 
wc need to keep up with that:' or books." says Pravigya. 
says 26-year-old Anil Chcltri . "We li ve in a world of limit a-
:. youogs ter w uld perhaps Ily a tions. ln 300years , only two people 

ehter plane be tter lhan trained from Nepal were heralded as the 

pi lots of the previous generation l~~~~~~~~~~~t~t~1~L~~!~J most influential people of their 
because they have played high- times. One was Prithvi Narayan 
tech war games on the corn put- Youth: Look ing for identity Shah and the other B.P. Koi rala," 
ers." he says. 

Powcr has shifted and society needs to 

move accordingly. many youth say. "Ear­
lier. power came from lhehan'cl o f the gun . 

Today. he who controls infonnation is the 
most powerful ," argues 23-year-old Paras 
Pandey. 

" It is supposed that the truth is knowl­
edge, knowledge is considered wisdom but 
wisdom cannot be the truth, says an expert. 
''To contain power is a diflicultlusk as the 
changing technologies will in ti me over­
take the people who are tr)'ing LO control 
it ," he adds. 

"Blit we are bound to follow the path 
of believing in political boundaries. As 
Nepal is 100 years behind developedcoun-
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Sherpa, proved somcthing more mean­
ingful when he climbed Mount Everest: 
'Oon'l think wc should be diverted by the 
ideologies that dominated the older gen­
eration'. The youth should rollow the com­
mand of their inner voice," says Ani !. "It 
is all the hetter if generations can walk 
side by side. US President George W. 
Bush represents a younger generati on who 
people like Vice-President ~ick Cheney 
and other members of the older generation 
by his side," An il says. 

''Time is limited and the youth, keep­
ing this in mind, should follow Lheir own 
convictions. This would probably prevent 
them from being exploiled." he says. "1 I 

says Paras. "History has hailed 
people who have foreseen the future, fought 
for it and succeeded." 

"Every generation has thcdetermina­
ti on to beat the previous one at the ball 
game," argues Anil. "Dependency is 
wrong. The world won't give anythin g to 

you unless you take from il. But if the 
youth today make the same mistake by 
shouting slogans their ex ploiters want 
them to, they would be commiuing sui­
cide." 

'CWhy are our polilical leaders older 
tlMn our pilots?" Anil asks. Why, indeed? 
Perhaps this is the kind of question that 
goads the young and rest less to set out to 

tight for a good cause. • 
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political insta­
bility over this 
period and 
'bandhs·. 
strikes etc. 
have had 
adverse im­
pact on differ­
ent sectors of 
economy. 
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'We Are Very Close To The 
Target Of Six Percent Growth' 

As the National Planning Commission (NPC) 
has already startet/ works to prepare the approach 
paper for the Tenth Five Year plan, the meeting of 
t (N PC) on Tuesday endorsed the mid-term review 
of the Ninth Five Year plan (1997-2002). Vice 
Chairman of the NPC PRITHVI RAJ LfGAL spoke 
to BHAGlRA TH YOGI on thefindingsofthe revielV 
and other related issues. Excerpts: 

How would you assess the achievement ofthe 
Ninth Plan on the basis of the findings of its mid­
term review? 

The written document of the Ninth Plan in fact 
came a year later and could be implemented only 
from the second year. This year, we decided to 
carry out mid-term review on the basis of the 
performance over the first three years, to avoid 
problems like lack of data at tbe middle of the year. 
At the macro-level we wanted an independent 
assessment of issues like poverty. We selected a 
research organization, as per the government pro­
cedures, to conduct macro-assessment. For sectoral 
assessment, we fomled technical committees com­
prising NPC officials as well as experts from out· 
side. The final document of the mid-teml review 
has already been prepared and will be presented in 
meeting of the National Development Council. 

So, how is the trend? 
The independent analysis has shown that over 

the last three years we have attained a growth of 
around 5 percent, registering a shortfa ll of I per­
cent. Last year, we attained a growth rate of 6.5 
percent and this year a growth of around 5.9 percent 
is anticipated. 

If th is trend continues next year, we will be 
very close to the target of 6 percent growth. We 
should not forget that the plan document could be 
finalized only in the second year of the Ninth Plan. 
Similarly, political instability over this period and 
'bandhs', strikes etc. have had adverse impact on 
different sectors of economy. 

Despite such constraints, the growth of the nOIl· 
agriculture sector at around 7 percent shou ld be 
considered a respectable one. If there were no such 
constraints, the economy wou ld have performed 
much better. 

-PRITHVI RAJ LIGAL 

Has there been any improvement in the em­
ployment situation? 

The Ninth Plan has targeted to reduce the pov­
erty level from 42 percent to 32 percent (at the end 
of the plan period) and reduce underemployment 
accordingly. The independent analysis, conducted 
by employing the methodology used by WO! 
Bank, has shown that the incidence of poverty ha 
reduced to 37 percent from 42 percent over this 
period. 

We are going to conduct a comprehensive study 
next year to assess the situation of poverty and 
unemployment in the country. The latest study has 
said robust growth of non-agriculture sector over 
the last three years and the remittances sent back by 
Nepalese working outside the country is mainly 
responsible for the reduction in the incidence of 
poverty in the country. 

It is seen that up to 35 billion rupees per annum 
is entering Nepal through remittances sent by 
Nepalese working abroad. Some 30,000 to 40,000 
Nepalese are going abroad every year for employ· 
ment. This money is going to rural areas, directly 
contributing to raising the living standards of the 
people. 

How could the government take credit f 
foreign employment that is mostly being pur­
sued by the private sector? 

The Ninth Plan has emphasized on promoting 
domestic as well as foreign employment. The gov­
ernment has taken a lot of policy decisions to 
promote and manage foreign employment. A Royal 
Nepalese Embassy has been opened in Qatar, Ma­
laysia has opened up its market for Nepalese work· 
ers and the Middle East countries are demanding 
more Nepalese people. Of course, we have yet to 
exploit available opportunities to the full extent as 
we lack the skilled manpower required in the over­
seas market. For this, the government is planning to 
provide necessary training to the Nepalese who 
want to go abroad. 

How effective have been the targeted pro­
grams to alleviate poverty? 

A lot of targeted programs, South Asia Poverty 
Alleviation Program (SAPAP), Participatory Dis­
trict Development Program (PDDP), Sustainable 
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Development Program (SDP), West Terai Poverty 
Alleviation Project, micro credit programs, B.P. 
with the Poor, Mahila Jagriti, Poverty Alleviation 
Fund etc. are being implemented at the grass rOOIS 

level. It is visible that such programs have helped in 
pulling the poor out of the poverty level. Hence. it 
can be said that there have been some positive 
developments in the areas of reducing poverty, 
attai ning growth and creating employment oppor­
tunitiesoverthe last three years. So, there is no need 
to be pessimistic on the basis of the past experience. 

On the basis of experiences so far, what will 
be the government's focus for the rest ofthe plan 
period'! 

There is a need (Q identify and give more drive 
. . \Ihc sectors which have good potential for growth. 

r example. the Infonnation Technology (IT) 
sector has tremendous potentia1 for growth. More 
in ves tment is required to develop facilities for this 
sector. Las t year, we came up with the IT policy. 
Next year, the government is going to make major 
inves tment in developing an IT Park. Similarly, we 
are discussing about a modality - public-private 
partnershjp for employment creation - under which 
private sector could guarantee jobs fo r the trained 
manpower. We arc giving emphasis on enhanced 
use of IT in the government job, in poverty map· 
ping. in financ ial sector reronns etc. Agencies like 
the Asian Development Bank. UNDP, Japanese 
government elC. have shown interest in support ing 
this sector. 

Similarly, in the real sector, too, areas like 
construction industries and real estate business 
have lfemendous potential to contribute 10 the 
+ nomy. Sustaining the growth of services sector 
, ' a whole including reform ing the financial sector 
will be our priority area. 

We also want to go more aggressive ly in the 
agriculture sector so that it could conrribute signifi ­
cantl y in poverty reduction. An integrated security 
and development program is being implemented 
with this in mind . 

There have been reports of lack of coordina­
tion in the implementation of the Agriculture 
Perspective Plan (APP). What would you say? 

APP was introduced as a long-tenn strategy. In 
facL it is the responsibility of the Agriculture Min­
istry to take the lead role. But there have been some 
problems in inter-ministerial coordination. We, 
fr0111 the NPC , have been ass isting the Ministry in 
working out better coordin~tion with other minis­
lri e~. There are other problems, too. 

We have seen that the removal o f subsid ies on 
Shallow Tube Wells has had adverse impact on the 
expansion of irrigati on. increasing irrigation racili· 
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ties is one of the critical components in APP. Now 
we are engaged in dialogue with the multilateral 
agency to re-introduce subsidy in some ways. We 
have been say ing that there should be review of 
every pal icy and necessary steps taken if it has 
some adverse impact. 

Do you agree that Integrated Security and 
Development Program has failed to generate 
the impact it was supposed to make? 

Development works have virtually come to 
standstill for quite sometime now in the areas 
affected by Maoist insurgency. Due to the feeling 
of insecurity, even the government employees are 
refusing to go to their jobs. Contractors refuse to 
bid tenders for development projects and the devel­
opment budget is lying unspent. If this trendcontin­
ues, there can never be development works in those 
areas and people will fall further behind from the 
national mainstream. So, the government has intro­
duced this program in seven districts with security 
as a back-up. 

We are going to implement development pro­
grams in a time·bound way in these districts and Lhe 
budget has been allocated accordingly. Similarly. 
concerned mini stries have been held responsibility 
to see that their staff are stationed in the designated 
offices. Some critical projects have also been iden­
tified under this program. For example, (WO roads 
have been identified in Gorkha district. 

Electrification in district headquarters and other 
areas of GorkJla has been scheduled to be com­
pleted in the next two years. Income generating 
programs. ski ll development that would help in 
finding foreign employment. dairy development, 
chilling centers , education and health program s 
have been introduced. Similarly, we have provided 
additional budget to Royal Nepalese Anny to com­
plete the Salyan-Musikot road within this year. The 
road will later be extended to link Dhorpatan in 
Baglung district. So, I must that ISDP is being 
implemen ted with clear vision and in a long·teml 
way. We will have to wait for some more time to see 
its impacl. • 

Development 
works have 

virtually come 
to standstill 

for quite 
sometime now 

in the areas 
affected by 

Maoist insur­
gency. Due to 
the feeling of 

insecurity, 
even the gov­
ernment em­
ployees are 

refusing to go 
to their jobs. 
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'Maoists' Behavior Has Been 
Unpredictable' 
KESHA V RAJ SHARMA is the director­
general at the CelltraJ Bureau of Statis­
tics. The bureau is currently conducting 
the mammoth exercise of Cl flationol 
headcount, which is done eve ,y 10 years. 
A {though the Maoist rebels Cl re disflfrbillg 
the operation at some places, SharmQ 
believes that it wouLd be completed 
smoothly 011 time. He spoke to SANJAYA 
DHAKAL all variolls aspects of Censlls 
2001. Excerpts: 

demic qual ification, language, economic 
activity and so on. But within the scope of 
the population , some additions and de le­
tions do bappen accordingly. 

Specifically I what are the changes 
in Census 200]? 

In Census 200 I, we have added ques­
tions to extract in{"onnation regarding 
women's ownership of property like 
house, lands, dowry or cattle. Likewise, 
instead of merely asking whether one is 

-KESHAV RAJ SHARMA 

also added questions to find out and record 
the contributions of students who are also 
engaged in economic activities, Further­
more, in recent years it has been accepted 
that even if families are engaged in pro­
duction of goods for their own consump­
tion, that has to be recorded as economic 
activity. We have tried to include sur ' 
expanded economic activity in the cens~ 
this time. Moreover, there are additional 
questions regarding disabled persons. We 

have tried to probe further about the 
How is the Census 200] pro- guardians of children under 16 years 

gram going on? of age. As the behavior of a person 
The National Census 2001 pro- largely depends on how and who 

gram is going on at full speed in all brought him/her up during the for-
the 75 distric ts of the country. More mati ve years, we have included 
than 20,000 enumerators are collect- questions to unearth more infonna-
ing information from each and every tion on this. Questions on who 
household. About 5.000 supervisors brought up the individual, whether 
are also assigned. Before this, wc had the individual lived with the father 
trainin g programs scheduled forenu- only or whether he or she had a 
mcrators. However, that program was stepmother, among others, are also 
affected by the national tragedy of included. 
June I. While in cities and urban There are reports that 
areas, the tra ining programs could "Until now, tlzei r behavior has been very, Maoists have obstructed the cen­

nO! take place. inother places infor- very unpredictable. Sometime they allow sus program in some parts oft~ 
mal and fomla l trrunlngd,d take place. country. How much are they h~ 
In many districts, the census work the enumerators to do their job while at pering the process? 

could commence as early asJune90r others they don't. At some places, they The Maoists have indeed af-
10. But from June 15 onwards, the' _. . fected our programs in some parts 
headcount has begun in earnest in all allowedfamlly llstmg andat some places, of the mid-western and far-western 

pans of the country. It will be fi n- they didn't. Even within the same district, regi ons. Until now, their behavior 

ished by June 26. .. . their behavior has been unpredictable." has been very. very unpredictable. 
Are there any s igni ficant ~ ____________ ":"~~ __ "--__ Sometime they allow the enumera-

changes in the procedure or question- married or not, this time wc have decided tors to do their job while at others they 
naire oflhis year's census as compared to probe a little further to find oul whether don't. At some places, they allowed fam-
to previous ones? Have you tried to the malTiage is the first one or whether ily listing and at some places. they didn ' t. 
collect additional information'? there has been polygamy and things like Even within the samedistrict, theirbehav-

There are limited possibilities to bring that. Regarding economic acti vities, there ior has been unpredic table. At some vil-
about changes in the census. Because of were no questions on the female eco- lages. they are allowing the enumerators 
its very nature and because the census nomic activ ity and the household chores to do their job and at other villages, they 
demands that every f~m ily, every indi- were not considered to be such activ ity. are disturbing them. Even wi thin the same 
vidual be counted, the questions you ask The respondents themselves used to shy village, their behavior has been divergent 
are more or less similar - demograph ic away saying ·'What do I do?" But this from ward to ward. We have told our 
and personal infonnation like name, sur- time, we have added more questions to enumerators and supervisors to try tocon-
name, caste. creed, ethnici ty, gender, aca~ find out their actual con tribution. We have vince anybody who tries to disturb the 
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process by highlighting the ob- "Fundamentally, the enumerators approach the fiedinfonnationontheirowneven 
ject i yes and necessity of this pro· . .. when respondent.s are giving them 
gram " As far as separate securityfamzlles and ask questIOns. They only note down infonnation" However, I do not 

arrangements forenumeratorsare what the respondents tell them. There is no deny that there could be errors in 

concerned,thatwecannotdo"ltis reason why enumerators would note down in- ourpresentations.Forinstance,if 
not practIcal to provide secuflty there are many unknowns -like 
guards to each and every enu- formation by assuming or why they would write if many people say they don ' t 

meratoL Besides, we believe that down something that is not told to them. " know about their ethnicity offeli-
any infonnat ion extracted under gion - the infonnation of differ-
such ci rcumstance may not renect the true problem" Further, previously there was ent minorities could get amalgamated and 
picture. But by and large, our program is one supervisor for every five enumera- end up being summed up into "others" 
going on as expected and wc are tryi ng to lors. This year, the ratio is one to four. The category. But nothing is done on purpose. 
complete it smoothly. supervisors are experienced and have a That is simply not possible. 

There has been criticism Ihat the fair knowledge of their working field as How much is the budget for Census 
p,rojectionsoflhe CBS are nol scientific they have already enlisted up to 4.2 mil- 200l? 

have failed many times. How do lion families in the country" Therefore, we The government has allocated Rs 280 
you react to this? expect there will be an improvement in million for Lhe census. But as things stand 

It is not true that our projections have the quality of the census this time" now, I don ' t think all ofthat money will be 
failed. In the national as well as district Different ethnic minorities have spent. 
levels, our projections have been proper. charged that Ihe enumerators do not Is there any plan to conduct a post-
There is no big margin of error as such. note down the truth, saying their true census sampling to test the accuracy of 
However. in certain places like Kathmandu idenlity and religion is dislorted. What Ihe data? 
city. our estimalions have not been accu- do you say? There will indeed be a posl-enumera-
rmc. This is because of a large mobile/ Their question, too, is justified to an tion survey to find out the coverage error. 
nam ing popu lation. Such mobile house- extent. The inforn1aLion collected may not This will take place once the census work 
holds change their place of residence frc- be accurate. But it is wrong to accuse the is completed" Most probably, we wi ll con-
quently. Even then. according to the pr in- enumerat~rs. Fundamentally, the enumera- ducnhis towards mid-September. 
ciple of enumeration, we have tried to fix tors approach the families and ask ques- When should we expect the report 
the usual place of residence and have tried tions" They only notedown whattherespon- of Census 2001? 
to avoid the mobi le ones. Because of such dents tell them. There is no reason why The prel iminary report will be out 
reasons. there could be some elTors in our enumerators would note down infom1ation before mid-August. • 

estimation" But Ihe charge that our overall by assuming or why they 1ii~~~C-;;:-W:;:-;:-W~~~~~::;-:-;::::;-::::--:::~-=' 
projections havc failed is not true. wouldwritedown something MANAKAMANA CABLE CAR 

What kind of training do you pro- that is not told to them" Maybe .. ~tJvv\41',?, 
e to the enumerators? someenumeratorswri tcdown a ---" s ~fjlll:"~- ~ 

~~. " ",' ~.~~.!.!J. ' '''' During the 199 1 census, it was de- in biased manner, I cannot Q:'I.7~~ .. -....... CL "* -'_' . <;;-

cidcd lhat local primary teachers be hired claim hundred percent of our {\;~i" _~' .. ~ fI~ :~/'/f'N'\ \ 0 
-,~, _ - ? Elders & I 

asen umerators. Such teachers had to have enumerators are good. But ~. Studen.ts """ 
passed the Schcol Leaving Certificate these are only an exception. . • Discount , 
(SL C) exam. should preferably be be low In fact , what I think is the Since the 17 th Cenn .--, ., ~ 

--.7, ~~'.v'tl, ~ 
40 years of age and be able to walk. problem is that in many cases MsnaksDlsnB teDJ.ple has 3f:, • 9," ~n.i~ 

been vvidely venerated - ~ L!iiJr'-
Females were encouraged, Wc made a people, especial ly those from becaue of the belief that ~ -.~ J!.!.I~ 0 
request for such persons to the district rural regions are not aware of MsnskaDlsns DeviFulfills ""l.~\' U 
education office and upon their recom- their ethnicit~ language aoe all vvishes_ Disabled 
mendation hired the enumerators keeping and religion. 'Besides. ~n~- 4 ;:~~~!;s:::ao! ~k, Discoun:t ~ 
in mind the locality they had to cover and mcrators are not trained in MBnakSlDana is noW' ,;:}. ... N\tvYz-lz Jo4 

their undem anding of the place" They sociological and anthropo- accessible inJ-ust 10 ~""'Oll'l "'~ 
~ ~ ~~~t!i k 

were also gi ven a crash course of five days logical aspects and lhey might tn.inutes by ~/Il\J '\~ 
or so. This year. lOO. we had set aside a not know about social intrica- ManaksQlana Cable Car.. Chidren Under 
fi ve-day u-aining. Unfortunate ly. because cies. These shortcomings 3 & Half Feet 
o f this unexpected tragedy. the training could lead 10 elTor. But what 
could not be held for fu ll live days in all we must understand is this is Ev~ ~assengcr Insured Upto Discount 

." _~C3>~C»CIo- ., 

the places. However, si nce we only have not on purpose. I don't be- -=-
two fOlm s -which, again. are not very lieve thal enumerators would ~ ~~ ()(Jrsrnll (I). Ltd .. 

.... ~ ( ~ ) NaQI. Hagpokh.". KaIhmanOu. He9-lL Phone· (~90. (3(825 . • 3(1)(8 

complicated - wc hope there wi 11 be no go ahead and note down fal si- Fax: 911-1..(34515 emab:fli~wIink.c:om.np. StabOc1 0&4~( 
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CIVIL SOCIETY 

Textbook Example 
the people. The right to vote and the way 
to participate in the political decision­
making process and constitutional limi­
tations of the ci ti zens are other important 
aspec ts of the volume. 

A part of academic cUITiculum, this book highlights different 
aspects of contemporary society for the general reader 

The book, whi ch was published with 
support from the National Democratic 
In stitute for Int ernational Affairs, 
Friedrich Ebert Stiftung, and the United 
States Agency for [nternational Devel­
opment, is the first of its kind available 
for the younger generation of Nepalis. 

By A CORRESPONDENT 

Understand ing various aspects of 
contemporary Nepalese society is 

essential for the younger ge nerat ion, par­

ticularly those still in school , who are 
expected lo shoulder the nation 's respon­
sibili ties "Civi<.:s in Nepal", published 
for Grade 12 stude nts. contains many 
thin gs about Nepalese society that is use­
ful for the general reader. 

In consultat ion with the Higher Sec­
ondary Board, the book was prepared by 
prominent Nepalese and foreign sehal-

Civics in Nepal 
Grade 12 Textbook 

Contemporary Society 
Course 

Edited and written by a 
group of prominent Nepalese 

and foreign scholars 

ars. includin g Dev Raj DahaL Dr. Alfred 
Diebold, Harka Gurung, Christinc Stone, 
Karen Stone, Dipendra Tamang. Dr. 
Shree ram Pra sad Upadhyaya, Dr. 
Trilokya Nath Uprety. Or. Mana Prasad 
Wagley, Mark Willem and Shree Krishna 
Yadav. 

The book, prepared in accordance 
with the curriculum of the Grade 12 
course on contemporary society, includes 
units on introduction to society , chal­
lenges to Nepalese society, civic educa­
tion, rights and justice. environment and 

sustainable development, and women in 
soci ety. 

One of the important features orthe 
volume is that each unit begins with a 
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brief introduction, a description of the 
purpose, an outline of the structure and 
key points of the lesson. The book in­
forms readers of many topics ran ging 
from social cha nge, hum an ri ghts, 
women' s empowerment to the environ­
ment. But its primary objecti ve is to help 
readers develop the necessary knowl­
edge and ski lls needed to be effecti ve 
cit izens in democracy. 

The chapters also tell students about 
the uilimate ri ght to control how govern­
ment uses the authority delegated to it by 

SOCIAL STABILITY 

Along with the importance of social 
struc tures and the role of citi zens, the 
book also highlights the importance of 
the rule of law, transparency, acco 
abili ty, regular free an d fair elections and 
rights of the indi vidual citizens. For a 
country that has experienced less than 
five decades of participatory politics, the 
book tries toexplain the difficulties Nepal 
faces in the process of democratic transi­
tion. • 

Path To Peace 
Recognizing the impossibility of carrying out development activities in the 
absence of peace, developing countries are making special efforts to advance 
har010ny and amity. 

In its effort to encourage peace in the country. SAP-Nepal has been worki~ 
to raise awareness about the cenuality of peace in national life. 

As part of its effort to promote 
amity and conciliation in different Peace and Good Governance 
sectors ofli(e, SAP-Nepal has orga- Concerns, Issues and Strategy 
nized more than a half adozen semi-
nars and talk programs throughout Published by SAP-Nepal 
the country. This book is a compila- Edited by Dr. Rohit Kumar 
tion ofthe proceedings and papers of 
such exercises organized in thecapi- Nepali, Tirtha Prasad Gyawali 
tal. and Laxmi Neupane 

The volume consists of articles, Price: Not mentioned 
opinions and comments from par-
lic ipants of the seminars. The opin- Pages: 120 
ions expressed in the book provide a 
roadmap to achieving long· lasting peace in society. 

At a time when everyone is talking about the urgency of restoring 
social stability and harmony for the long-term interest of the nation, this 
book provides an additional dimension [Q the discourse by incorporating the 
opi ni ons of political parties, prominent members of civil society and grassroots 
workers. • 
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THE BOTTOM LINE 

By M.S.KHOKNA 

tJh!J is Madhav Nepal al/,Jays abus ing 
(}irija kbirala ~ Nepali Congress? 

TRANSITION 

ACCEPTED: Res ignation 
tendered by Omkar Prasad 
Shrestha, Minister for Tour­
ism. Culture and Civil Avia­
tion, by His Majesty the King, 
upon the recommendation..of 
the Prime Minister. 

HANDED OVER: Thepol1-
folio of Minister for Tour-

SPOTLlGHTIJUL Y 6. 200 I 

... Because he IS r€memberi7l9 

ism, Cuilure and Civil Avia­
tion . to Govinda Raj Joshi , 
Minister for Local Develop­
ment, by Hi s Majesty the King, 
upon the recommendation of 
the Prime Minister. 

NOMINA TED: Dr. Roop 
Jyoti, of Kathmandu , Mrs 
Yangkila Sherpa, of 
Solukhumbu and Mr Dipta 
Prakash Shah,ofDailekh, to 
the National Assembly, by His 
Majesty King Gyanendra Bir 

odies he had once eaten 

Bikram Shah Dev. 

Bhuwanesh Kumar 
Pradhan, Harsha Man 
Shrestha, Surya Nath 
Bastola,Santa Bahadur Pun 
and Devi Prasad Bastola, to 
the National Hydropower De­
velopment Council, for two 
years, by the government. 

FELICITATED: 
Litteraleurs Parshu Pradhan, 
Amar Kumar Pradhan , 

Jeevan Chandr. KoiraJa, by 
the Pratibha Literary Journal­
ists Group. 

LEFT: Chief of the Army 
Staff General Prajwalla 
Shumsher J ,B, Rana and his 
wife, Mrs, Sindhu Rajya 
Laxmi Devi Rana, for the 
United Kingdom on a 
weeklong visit at the invita­
tion of the Chief of Defense 
Staff of U.K, Admiral Sir 
Michael Boyce. • 
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SPORTS 

ICCTROPHY 

Keeping The Ball Rolling 
the original II could be a setback," 
Tarini Bikram Shah, vice-president of 
CAN had told SPOTLIGHT. 

Butthe initial win has come a pleas­
ant news to all. "That will be a great 
morale booster to our players," said a 
CAN member. But then Nepali team 
will have to play beller than the one they 
played against Gibraltar as other teams 
are stronger. 

Despite initial hiccups, Nepal's cricket team displays 
a fairly good game in Toronto 

By SANJAYA DHAKAL 

By winning the first game they 
played against Gibraltar, Nepal's 

cricket team proved they have over­
come the series of hiccups that nearly 
barred them from playing in the Second 
International Cricket Council ( ICC ) 
Trophy in Toronto, Canada. 

The Nepali cricket team defeated 
Gibraltar by 3 wickets on July I after 
successfully chasing relatively low tar­
get of 133 run s in 39 avers losing just 7 
wickets. 

But the team was subsequently de­
feated by Namibia on July 2. In their 
second match of the league play-offs, 
the Nepalese sq uad could not display 
their balling strength. The team could 
only score 131 runs losing 7 wickets. 
Namibia easily chased the score losing 
only 2 wickets. 

By winning one and losing another, 
the Nepalese team displayed a fairly 
good game considering the pre-malch 
hassles they had to undergo. 

The Nepali cricket team had suf­
fered a number of jolts before they fi­
nall y left for Toronto. Right in the train­
ing season, the unfortunate royal trag­
edy took place. Then the Canadian high 
commission in New Delhi denied visa 
to four players of the original II and 
they had to be replaced by alternative 
players. 

According to Cricket Association 
of Nepal (CAN), the Nepali team, origi­
nally scheduled to leave for Toromo on 
June 23, could do so only on June 25 
owing to the visa delay. "The psychol­
ogy of the players were disturbed be­
cause of the visa problem," said one 
CAN official. 

Thankfully , the ICC rescheduled 

28 

Nepal's matches upon request to give a 
breathing time for the Nepalese squad 
who could reach there only in the elev­
enth hour. 

Gi ven the odds stacked agai nst 
them , the team did di splay a remarkable 
ability by winning their first match 
against Gibraltar by 3 wickets on July I. 
As fourofthe players were chosen from 
the replacement set, many thought Nepal 
would not be able to play to its full 
potential. "Definitely, the absence of 

During the first game, Nepali 
bowlers displayed good game while the 
batsmen failed to make a mark. During 
its first two matches. the Nepalese bats­
men could not make any mark. None - f 

the batsmen could score half centu 
Nepal wi 11 have to play matches 

against Namibia, West Africa and Ger­
many to qualify for the second round. 
The top three teams of the lournament 
will get the opportunity to play in the 
2003 World Cup in South Africa. • 

Lovely Draw 
The Fair & Lovely lucky 

draw organized by the Nepal Le­
ver Limited has announced win­
ners of prizes worth Rs 1.5 mil­
lion. Ms Nita Kadariya of 
Banc shwor, Kathmandu has 
bagged the first prize -a beauti­
ful gold and diamond necklace 
and ear-rings worth Rs 2,35,000. 
She was handed over the prize by 
popular model Monica Chand 
amidst a function held in 
Kathmandu last week. Five per­
sons bagged the second prize -
Rs 50.000 worth gold and dia­
mond necklace and ear-rings set 
- includin g Ranjita Parajuli 
(Ganabahal), Alka Srivastav Nita receiving the award: Lady luck 

(Kopundole), Gopal Bajga in 
(Haraiya, Morang), Anwar Khan (Anarmani , Birtamode) and Padma Nepali 
(Chauraha, Dharan) . Other 100 persons won the third prize - each bagging Rs 
12.000 worth diamond ear-rings . Fair & Lovely is the premium brand of fairness 
cream available in Nepal. Earlier the brand was sold in Nepal as Indian product. But 
following the establishment of Nepal Lever Limited - a subsidiary of Hindustan 
Lever Limited -the fairness cream has been avai lable under Made In Nepal brand. 
This brand is regarded as very popular among Nepalese consumers. • 
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PASTIME 

Now In Town BOOK 
Anti-Compeliti,'c Practices in Nepal 
R.Adhikari/D.C. Regmi12001 

Challenges 10 Farmer Managed Irrigation System 
U. Gautilm/S. Ranal2001 

Hinl4llayan Water 
Bhll11 Subbal2001 

Development Challenges for Nepal 
M.K. DahaI/K.P. AcharyalD.R. Dahall 
K.B .Bhauarai/M.K. Nepal 

The History of Nepalese Nationalism 
rw. Adhikarill998 

nslitute of Foreign Affairs Security in South Asia 
M.P. Lohani/20DI 

Land and Social Change in East Nepal 
Lion\!! CapJan/2000 

Video (English) 

Tomb Raider 

Animal 

Sword Fish 

Evolution 

I Spit On Your Grave 

Angle Eye 

') Iicant 

Shrek 

A Kinghts Tale 

Misic 11 

Rs. 100.00 

Rs.500.00 

Rs.2ooo.00 

Rs. 250.00 

Rs . 250.00 

Rs.300.00 

Rs.325.00 

Pyar Tune Kya Kiya 

(Source: SuperSrar Video. Ne\\' Road) 
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Nepal's Foreign Policy: Issues and Options 
IFA Ka.hmandu/1999 Rs.300.00 

Nepal's Failed Development: Reflections on the 
Mission and the Mahldics 
D.R. pandoy/200D Rs.350.00 

Nel}alese A viaaion and Tourism 
M.B. Shrcslhal2000 Rs.285.00 

Non-Governmental Organizations in Development: 
Search for ~I New Vision 
Il .K. Maskayll998 Rs.350.00 

Small :md Medium Enterprise Development in Nepal 
B.K. Maskay/2001 Rs.400.00 

Social Development and INGOs Acthrities in Nepal 
B.B. Swar/S.R. Neupanc/S.K. Basneu2000 Rs.300.00 

(Suurce: Hill/a/arall Book eellter, 8{/gh Bl/:llr. Kmlllll(lIldu, Ph : 242085) 

"Do not yearn for 

physical j ay and, 

by so doing, dis-

card the more per­

manent joy of in­

ner calm and con-

tentment. " 

- SATHYA SAl BABA 
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LEISURE 

.10 

MR. BOFFO 

ONE'-uPMANSI1IV 
v.JOI2'bT _ CASE 
~I-JAI2Ic;, 

E Ma~ ,milr1,"~senel "et 

MARYWORTH 

GASOLINE ALLEY 

Boot tra"n"ng f,\t;~q:;~ __ -r-k But '<1; wasn't long un'i:'< I I 
was an ordeal ~' was stationed aboard the 
filled with U66 Wolverton Mount.ain! 
marching, ~ 
drilling ~ 

and 
swabbing 

the 
deck! 
@ 

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE 
.--------, 

SPOTLlG HTIJLLY 6. 2001 



LEISURE 

CROSSWORD 

ACROSS DOWN 

I. ACCQUIll brought back about old soldier I. Changes angle of halo coming to gate (9) 
(7) 2. Where draughts might be found in a ship 

5. Turn up near part of theatre where nier (2.5) 
~ils (7) 3. Ru!.tic Work depicting clergyman on the 

9. Puule posed by part of army vehicle (5) booze (9) 
10. Sully holding on for a draw (9) 4. Wine - rather ordinary sort. especially 
11. Pig had trapped lail (6) to start with (4) 
12. Answer ties between plump and lean ii 5. Charter man devised for Welsh town (I 0) 

he thinks its predetenlllllcd (8) 6. Where [0 see imperial aristocrat's origi. 
1-1. Wind. rain - who's responsible for a 10( nal pal (5) 

of il? (5) 7. Forecast made by North Briton about sign 
15 . An adroit manoeuvre for crossing river of danger (7) 

down south (9) 8. Article taken over by newspaper fi that's 
18. Previously dined on a pound, or free? (9) pingiarism (5) 

Long for time to follow chap (5) 13. A girl with a name [or being capricious 

" One frittering away time by trapping and bossy (10) 
aquatic creature (8) 16. Coming back on stream (9) 

2-1. Author pays his country (6) 17. Carte l had organized ecclesiastical build-
26. Earl y development of parking connected ing (9) 

to business and business cenlre (9) 19. Not divulging the queen appearing in old 
27. Lager specially brewed for Sir Edward as well as new testament? (2,3,1 .1 ) 

(5) 21. Peevishness of climber newspaper's 
28. Cast le Howard 's entrance adapted shown up (7) 

it's used for schoo l books (7) 22 Diarist pUIS last of money inlo savings 
29. Beige or white key (7) plans (5) 

23. Date with policeman set up fi what about 
lhat! (5) 

25. Song man heard (4) 

UlU,{H 'S'Z 4Jod3 TZ S'{dJd T(; Jc2ou!!\ ' Il: ' .. L'0041 uO '61 ICJPd41UJ 'L IIU;}JJnJd"M '91 lU!.IdzhmEW 
'61 lJ.)lJ.,l '8 IJ!P<JJd 'L ell!l!.) '9 U?lIUUWJI1J'~ ;)SO}! 'V;}JIUOlsud '£ PJcoq uO'Z ;}1! ISWIl.L ' I : u'"0Q 

IUJnm '6Z IJ4JmS"L'l JU~13 'Cc. ,{1!JOJOld '9Z JJUC1.:l 'PZ J;}J;)IJOd 'ZZ I;}I\OJ 'OZ "Jl1U;}1I0X3 '81 
J!lJ1IHUV'~ I CJpU I'v IIS!IClB.:J 'z I MOPU4S '11 J2;)l!uoS '0 I snq;}"M '61!d){JoJ'~ l;xiooJl. I: SSO.l;)V 

NOI.Lfl'IOS 
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BRIDGE 

WEST 

• .864 32 
• Q 9 4 2 
... 6 4 3 2 

NORTH 3-5 
.962 

• A J 7 
• A 6 5:1 
• Q 109 

EAST 
... Q '04 
• K Q 10 
• K J 1117 
... K 8 5 

SOUTH 
4AKJ87S:l 
.95 
.8 
• A J 7 

Vulnerable: Neither 
Dealer: East 

The bidding: 

East South West North 
I. ,. Pass 2 . ' 
Pass 4 ... All pass 
'Requests more infonnation 

Opening lead: Diamond dcu("f' 

"Everything has two handles, 
one by which it may be borne, 
another by which it cannot." 

-Epictetus 

Every player beyond the beginner stage 
knows how to take asimple finesse, However, 
finesses are not always as simple as they may 
seem, 

Today's duplicate deal provides an ex­
ample of how 10 win the maximum number of 
tricks possible, 

North's cuc-bid of East's opened suit 
promises spade support and garne-invitational 
values. With a so-so overcall. South would 
merely make a minimum rebid, However, 
with today's holding. South has the values to 
jump directly to game, 

After South winsdummy'sdiamondace, 
he leads a trump to his king to get bad news, 
It'seasyto finesse against East's trump queen. 
but how can he manage to pick up both the 
trump queen and Ihe club king? 

A routine approach will not gel the job 
done, If South Jeadsa heart LOdummy'saceto 
finesse against East's queen. he cannot return 
to dummy to finesse in clubs, So the club 
finesse must come first. • 

However. when South leads dummy's 
clubqueen and Eastdoesn'tcover, South must 
drop his jack under dummy's queen, With the 
jack out of the way, dummy continues with the 
club 10, If East covers, South wins and gets 
back to dummy with the club nine to finesse 
against the trump queen, And if East doesn't 
cover the club 10. the lead is still in dummy to 
take the trump finesse, 

At rubber bridge. most would be satis­
fied with game and an overtrick, At duplicate, 
one must learn how [0 finesse with "finesse," 
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FORUM 

Competition In Electricity: 
Challenges For Development I 

By RAJENDRA K. KSHATRl 

Nepal's hydropower potential provides opportunities for tlle de­
velopment of projecLS ranging (ram micro units to those on a 
grandiose scale. ff Nepal makes an honest case, this potential 
would be able lO promote its economic recovery. However, 
pleasing as these perspect ives are, they Ileed to be handled cau­
tiously. Although hydropower prospects within Nepal are grow­
ing. developing dams poses a lot morc problems these days. 
Hydropowcr development has been complicated by the aC Li viLies 
of non-government organizations that are opposing large-scale. 
multipurpose dam projects. Meanwhile, the "big-versus-small" 
controversy in the country has aggravated the situation. Nepal, 
where democratization is still nascent, organizations and individu­
als opposed to dams have found fertile ground for cultivating 
indigenous opposition. Nevertheless, the government still has 
enough doubt lO get the benefit. 

Nepalese laws in some jurisdictions have continuing open­
ings for opponents to stop projects for any reason. In fact, projects 
havl: the challenge of developing themselves without significant 
opposition from affected parties either in the surrounding commu­
nities or outside. Non-utility projects, also known as independent 
powcr projects. can be particularly vulnerable to this type of risk. 
Sincc Nepal does not have developed acquisition, compensation 
and resettlement regulations, this risk is very difficult to avoid. 
Given our experience, there is still time to develop meaningful 
resettlement and rehabilitation legis lation lOgether with fiml guar­
antees agai nst severe environmental damage that would help 
cr~ate a climate conducive to the hydropower business. 

An important consideration in developing any hydropower 
project is con figuring it to maximize resource benefit. Developing 
new projects through private investors, the government needs to 
optimize resource benefit. Depending on the size of the power 
station to be constructed, a typical configuration can be deter­
mined for Independent Power Producers (LPPs). Hence, hydro­
power projects through [PPs should be developed with a classifi­
cation of large, medium and small projects concentrating on the 
big load centers, regional centers and areas bordering India. The 
present focus on IPPs' involvement in the domestic hydro market 
alone has created a crucial side effect because of their safety net of 
"take or pay" principle. 

Because of this, Nepal Electricity Authority (NEA) has to 
shut down all its projects and allow spillover, whereas projects like 
Khimti and Bhote Kosi have been running with full load. This has 
led to substantiallosscs to the NEA. This is because of the IPPs' 
involvcment entirely in the domestic market. If this is continued 
with upcoming LPP projects, the NEA can expect to suffer heavy 
losses caused by the shutdown of most of its projects. Fresh 
problems emerge when the Kali Gandaki A (KGA) becomes 
operational. There is little doubt that the KGA will have to be shut 
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down because of the NEA's liability to take power generated by 
private projects. Lt was only less than a decade ago that Nepal dared 
to use the word "privatization" in the hydropowersector. But there 
have been hesitant steps. 

One of the central aims of electricity privatization was to 
introduce competition and attract capital in the seclOr. With the 
promulgation of the relevant statute, electricity became just an­
other factor of production. The generation of electricity no lon~er 
is a natural monopoly. !PPs generate their output along with ~~ 
utility companies, Generation, transmission and distribution have 
become separate businesses. Competing generators can use the 
transmission and distribution system to sell electricity . However, 
the full complexity and connectivity associated with hydropower 
development has not been sufficiently addressed with the Built 
Own and Transfer (BOT) concept. The new industrial structure 
has not gone as far as might have been hoped. And government 
efforts behind the scenes seem to have been just as cursory. 

The objective of the government on how to proceed with 
potential hydropower development still seems vague. Virtually 
every sector of the economy is deteriorating by the day because of 
chronic political crises. In addition, the country seems to be 
seeking its own security. The government is giving greater atten­
tion to this idea than to developing meaningful settlement 0 

issues. Hydropower project participants in Nepal have striven to 

stay out of this political condition. Nevertheless, hydropower 
products and services companies are watching the situation closely 
as it is one of the factors delemlining their ability 10 participate;'" 
current and future projects. Wishful politicaltaJk has not helpe 
realizing the country's hydropower potentials, 

The future ofNepaJ Lies primarily in the judicious harnessing 
of its hydropower potential. Generating enough power to meet the 
domestic need and bulk export of energy to neighboring countries 
are the challenges forthe country. Thedynamics of potential hydro 
markets in South Asia call for an in-depth investment program for 
short- and long-term business in Nepal. There are also prospects 
for regional cooperation in power trade under the Growth Quad­
rangle Concept with SAARC. An international conference on 
energy in South Asia, held in Kathmandu in March last year, 
accepted the potential prospects for a regional electricity market 
for SAARC countries, emphasizing the cardinal role of Nepal as 
a dorn,.nt supplier of hydropower to the region. At the moment, 
the huge market for electricity in India is physically accessible 
from Nepal. Some estimates suggest power deficits in northern 
India alone by the year 2008 would be 18,000 MW. Therefore, the 
government must make timely intelligent judgements on the 
generation of power and possible integration of markets. 

To be continued 
Kshatri writes all water resources 
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BANKING 

The 8 to 8 banking facility lets you enjoy 

these features: 

o Deposit 

o Limited Withdrawal 

o Foreign Exchange Encashment 

o Traveller's Cheques ' 

o Credit Card Cash Advance 

This facility is available at the following 

branches: 

• Main Branch, Thamel 

• New Road Branch (Evening Counter) 

• Patan Branch (Evening Counte,r 

• Birgunj Branch (Evening Counter), 

• Bhairahawa Branch (Evening Counterr 

• during normal hours 8/ Main Branch & Patan Branch; 
up /0 8 p.m. a/ New Road Branch. 

+ Travellers Cheques facility nol available 

G) :;;:~;:::~k Limited 
( A Joint Venture with Hablb Bank Limited . Pakistan) 

Head OHlc, & Main Branch 

New Rood Branch 
Bishal Bazar 
New Rood, Kothmondu 
Tel: 224787, 241479 

Hetoudo Branch 
Main Rood 
Heloudo 
lel:20119 

Tridevi Morg, Thomel 
P.O. Box 20590, Kothmondu 

Tel: 227749, 250201 
Fall.: 977·'·222800 

Telex: 2789 HlE1A NP/2526 HI8A NP 
SWIFT: HIMANPKA 
E-mail : hbl@hbt com.np 
Website: www.south-osia.com/hbl 

Maharojg'uni Bronch Polon Branch 
Teaching Hospital Complex Pulchowk 
Mahcrojgunj, Kathmcndu Lalilpur 

Nogorkot Bronch 
N~rkot 

Bholdopur 

Birgunj Branch 
Mohobir Rood 
Birgunj, ~IOO 
lel: 24678 Tel: 424292 Tel: 535556, 535579 le!: 6B0070 

BholrahCIWo Bronch 
ProMri lole 
BnoirohCIWo 
lel: 24395 

Banking Wit/l a ])ifference 

Bhol'tlfJ)Ur Branch 
Shorotpur 
Chitwon 
lel: 24240 

londl Branch 
londi 
Chitwon 
lel: 60750 

Biratnogor liaison Credll Cord Center 
Office Ptllchowk 
Go$waro Rood , BirtJtnogor lalitpl,lf 
Tel: 24653 Tel: 544351,544352 
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Casino Nepal 
SO;:lltee Compound 

Tanachal, Kathmandu 
-T'1. 270244, 2i1011 

Fax 977-1-271244 
E-mail rdt@mos.com.np 

Casino Anna 
Hotel de l ' Annapuma 

Durbar Marg. Kathmandu 
Tel 223479 

Fax-977-1-225228 

Casino Everest 
Hotel Everest 

New 8aneshwor 
Tel: 488100 

Fax 977-1-490284 
E-mail:everest@mos.com.OP 

Casino Royale 
Holel Yak & Yel! 

Durbar Marg 
Tel - 228481 

Fax: 977-1-223933 
E-mail: royal@moscom.np 
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