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EDITOR'S NOTE 

I
t is being reported that the third round of talks between the Maoists and thc Sher 
Bahadur Deuba government is being scheduled soon. They should have met and 
thrashed out their differences much earlier. Delay ing the talks and thus the uncenain 
situation is sure to become counterproductive for them who resort to such tactics. 
If political scenario is becoming more unfavorable for the Maoists. the Deuba 

govemment lOO has started facing dissensions from his own party members. If si tuation does 
not improve in the country before the festive season starts. King Gyanendra may be forced to 
take unpalatable decisions. Difficult times are apt la bring out the best in men. Leadership 
always demands that leaders ri se up to the occasion and prove their meule. Our political leaders 
have proved their imbecility. Babu Ram Bhaltarai and Prachanda have not been tested yc t. And 
neither has been King Gyanendra. The Maoist duo have to come forward and establish their 
bona fide that. unlike the immoral and unpatriotic political leaders. they do love Ihe.i,,'o, n 

and their poor countrymen and would do anything to defend and preserve their interes t. 
Maoist leaders have to prove beyond any doubt whatsoever that there is no place for self
aggrandizemcm in their lexicon. Tlley must never forget that no system howsocvereffectivc, 
competent. adequate or even grandiose can deliver the goods by itself. It is the men behind the 
system, their character. their impeccable integrity, their dedkation: their love and affection for 
their brethren and above all . thei r patriot ism that always take the COUnlry forward. It is most 
unfortunate that in the last twelve years the country has not been able to producc one political 
leader that could stand his ground. They have proved themselves to be aJl spincless satellites 
willing to lick native or foreign boots to stay in power to fill their and their hcnchmen' s pockets. 
Recent events in the ncighborhood have shown that such men have to be kkked out , tried and 
punished. Any leader who is endowed with patriotism and integri ty is !)ure to get the whole
hearted support of hi soverwhclming people. And it is the only crying need of the hour. Wc have 
already exhorted the Maoist leaders to jump into the mainstream politics and give dedicated 
leadership to the nation. 

In thesedjfficult times. King Gyanendra' s role has assumed even greater importance. If destiny 
has pushed him into the vOl1ex of Nepalese politics. therc is overwhelming belief that he will 
come out unscathed. At a lime when loud voices are being heard about the redundancy of the 
institution of monarchy. it is upto King Gyanendra to prove to the world that the institution is 
as indispensable today as it was two hundred years ago. The Nepalese monarch is not only 
defender of the Nepalese constitution. he is also the defender of the rel igion practi sed by m 
than eight hundred million peoples of the world. And they do look uplO him to preserve its 
pristine glory and sanctity. He also cannot lose sight orthe fact that the inst itution he heads is 
Iheonly unifying force in the country lilled with heterogeneous sects and ethnicity. And it is the 
only institution that can rise above all petty personal interests and work for the overall well· 
being of the people. Moreover, King Gyanendra, at the moment. is shouldering even a much 
heavier responsibility of preserving the system that the country has won after a lot of supreme 
sacrifices. NOl only monarchy is at stake. not only the unity of the country is at stake, the very 
sovereignty. Ihe very ex istence of the nation is at stake. King Gyancndra cannot afford 10 

prevaricate at this juncture. In the lIlterest of his own country and his own peoplc. he has 10 act. 
If the politicians do no mend their manners, King Gyanendra must not hesitate. even for a 
moment, to do what he must do. He need not be guided by what others say. His only concem. 
repeal his only concern should be his people and his count ry. Hiscountry's friends. far and near 
are sure 10 stand by him and his twenty three million people wil l rall y round hi m. Time is running 
out. And the most important thing in the li feof a nation as well as the men is timc. So. we have 
10 act and act now because as the English bard has said, procrastination is the thicf of time . • 

Madhav Kumar Rimal 
Chief Editor& Publisher 
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LETTERS __________________________________________________________ __ 

Strengthen 
Institutions 

Unless our country has 
ng instituti ons. it would 

hard 10 cope with national 
c rises ("Lcsson~ For Nepal", 
SPOTLIGHT. Septembcr26). 
On the other hond. Nepal·s 
perennial political instability 
has slOod in the way of 
strengthening our constitu
tional instiruti ons. Added lO 

this is the Maoist insurgency. 
which threatens local up what
ever is left of the cou ntry-s 
frail institution s. The people 
and the leaders must sit to
gether and chalk ou t ways to 
overcome the current crisis. 
Thedialogue between the gov
ernment and the Maoists 
should conclude successfully. 
The rebels must shed their ri
g idity. They should under
stand that their dogmatic pur-
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suit will not take the country 
anywhere except to the brink 
of collapse. 

Dilles" KC 
Balaju 

Will They Learn? 
The cover story "Lessons 

For Nepal"' (S POTLIGHT, 
September 26) raised a very 
pertinent point on the political 
culture in our country. Indeed. 
the leaders of South Asia, in 
general, and Nepal, in parLicu
lar. have many things lo learn 
from the conduct of their west
ern counterparts in lhe after
math of ghast ly terrorist at
tacks in the United States. Al
though we are a young democ
racy fraught with many com
plexities, we have the luxury 
oflooking around and seeking 
guidance from established de
mocracies in the world. I1 is 

Lessons Indeed 
The solidarity and unily 

exhibited by American lead
ers in the aftermath of the Sep
tember I I terror attacks 
should come as a wake-up call 
to our own leaders who never 
lo~C' a second in demanding 
the resignations of their op
ponents whenever:l crisis hits 
the country ("Lc!'sons For 
Nepal", SPOTLIGHT, Sep
tember 26). The way the 
American people and their 
leaders stood shoulder to 
shoulder in this moment of 
crisis is truly exemplary. Your 
cover story was correct in 
pointing out that had asimiiar 
cri~is befallen this region. 
there would have been nn out
cry demanding the rl!signa
tions of those in power. 

S"allla S"re"tha 
Sinamangal 

not bad to emulate good things. 
Shallkar Parajllli 

Chandol 

What Is The Intention? 
Apropos the article 

"Threat To Judicial Indepen
dence" (SPOTLIGHT. Sep
tember21), it seems efforts are 
under way to destroy the judi
ciary by bringing it under the 
purview oflheCommission of 
Investigation of Abuse of Au
thority (CIAA). Such a movc 
could prove counterproduc
tive, as it wou ld bring the judi
ciary under the control of ex· 
ccutivc. Thedanger is particu
larly stark because the prevai l
ing praclice is to make politi
cal appointments to head the 
C IAA . The proposed bill to 
amend the C1AA act will, 
therefore, strike at the basic 
principles of democracy such 
as separation of power and 

balance of power. Everybody 
should oppose slIch a move. 

Ba/ram jaisi 
Mailighar 

Delaying Tactics 
After the second round. 

the government-Maoist talks 
seems to be heading nowhere 
("See You Again", SPOT
LIGHT, Seplember 21). With 
both sides steadfastly sticking 
to theIr guns. it appears that 
the talh would fail to dclh-er. 
In !"<JCt, the onus really lies 
with the Maoists. They cannot 
expect to set lip a republic 
through talks. It is absurd that 
should be pursuing aC<luse that 
few NcpaJis !-lIppurL It is high 
time the Maoists realized the 
gra\it)' or the !)i lUmioll and 
came withl11 the fold of the 
dcmocratit:constitlllion. ffthey 
really arc committed to help 
the pcople, thcy can do so by 
trying to win a m,~jority in the 
election and coming to pO\vcr. 
Or arc they sticking to the hul
let for fearorbeing swept aside 
by the voters in the ballot" 

Niseltal Sltre.lllta 
Jamnl 

Spoilsport 
Neralese athletcs are go

ing through a series of bad luck 
("Shadow or Uncertainty" , 
SPOTLIGHT, Seplember 21). 
The June I royal killings led to 
the caneellation of the lifth na
tional games at the last minute. 
Now the Septemocr I I tCITorist 
attacks inlllc UnitedStatcshave 
resulted ill the postponement of 
the 9th SAF Games SCI to be 
held in Islamabad. Pakistan. 
These two incidents are sure to 
hit the morale of Nepalese ath
letes. In fact. our sports au
thorities would do well by or
ganizing some sort of tourna
ment wi thin the country to keep 
players· spirits from sagging. 

Sailes" Karmaclzarya 
Ason 

3 



NEWSNOTES 

PM Reiterates 
Support For US 

Despite serious concerns raised by 
the left opposit ion members. Prime Min
iste r Sher Bahadur Dcuba reite rated his 
governme nt' s commitme nt agains t ter-

rori sm. Replyi ng to queries from law
makers in the House of Representati ves 
Tuesday. Premier O('..uba said the govern

ment would prov ide full support to the US 
government in its cam paign against ter

rorism. Nepal is part of the g lobal coa li 
li on agai nst terrorism. he declared. Pre
mier Dcuba's response came aftcr 10 left 
pm"lies accused the government of de vi at
ing from Nepal's traditional foreign policy 
hy offering Nepalese airspace and refuel
ing faL"ililies to the United S tates in its 
planned attacks against Afghanistan. Com
piled from reports Sep. 26. 

Nepal Wins 
Travel Award 

Amid w idespread g loom in the after
math of the terroris t attacks in the United 
Statc~ last month. Nepa l's trave l trade 
industry gOI good news in the form of a 
prestigious aWJrd. Nepal has been voted 
second in the top country r.;ategory out of 

the 180countries in the Wanderlust Trave l 
Award 200 1. The award is based on a 
survey carried o ut by Wanderlust Publi
calions. a UK-based prestigi ous travel 
magazine. in which nearly 1.600 Wander
lust readers submi tied responses. The sur
vey was based on trave ls from January 
2000 and the respondents had vis ited 180 
countries. 557 cities. traveled with 342 

airl ines and used over 500 lour operators. 
"Nepal has been a lravc ler' s fuvorite for a 
long time and slill rascinates visitors," 
said the magazine in its September 200 I 
issue. In the readers' survey, Nepal scored 
96.1 per eent while New Zealand topped 
the li st by secur ing 97.1 percent. COIII

piled frol1l reports Sep. 28. 

Maoists Are Terrorists: 
Ranabhat 

A senior government offi cial has de
scr ibed Maoist activi ti es as purely terror
ist in nature. Addressing an intf'raClio ll 
program organized in Lalitpur by the 
Samata Samaj Sunday. House o f Repre
sentatives SpeakcrTaranath Ranabhnt said 
if the Maoists were a po litical fort:e , they 

would not have been engaged in destroy
ing the vcry foundation of development. 
H e warned that the country could take a 
criti cal turn if the Maoists did nOt behave 
seriously. Gorklwpatra Oct. 1. 

Pro-Maoist Farmers 
Issue Ultimatum 

All Nepal Farmers· Organi zation 
(Revolutionary). a front organization of 
the underground Maoist party, has sub
mitted a 27 -point demand to Prime M i ni s
ter Sher Bahadur Dcuba Wednesday, say
ing it would launch an armed struggle ifi ts 
demands were not met by one month. The 
demands inc lude establi shing tillers ' own
ership o f land. fi xing upper and lower 
ce ilings on land holdings, promoting col
lecti ve fa rmin g, moderni zing agr iculture 

I and con tro lling import of agro-products. 

According to Chitra Bahadur Shrcstha, 
genera l secretary of the organization. 
Deuba so- id he viewed the delay in talks 
between the government and Maois t rehcls 
serio ll sly. He also expressed dissat is fac
tion over the Maoists· act ivities. '·We 
have advised him (Mr. Deuba) to directl y 
take part in the talks in order 10 lind a 
political soluti on:' said Shrestha. Kall
tipl1r Sep. 27. 

Khadka Welcomes 
Singh's Statement 

A day after Indian For<.:!ign and I 
fensc Mini ster JaSW<l nl Singh dcnoun 
Maoists in Nepal a5i terrori sts and o ffered 
the Nepalese government New De lhi 'S 
cooperation. a senior Ncp::tlese o llicinl 
has welcomed the Indi a n decis ion. In an 
interview w ith AFP news agency 'vVcdnc~
day. H ome Minister Khulll Bahadur 

Scindia Dies 
In Plane Crash 

One of t he mast promi nCl1llcadcrs of the 
Indian Nat ional Congress (lNC) 
MadlwvraoScindiaciied in a pl ane crash 
in northern India on Septembe r 30. The 
former Mahar'ljah ofGwal ior. a prince~ 
state in Madhya Pradcsh. was on his \vw 
ita Kanpur c ity where he was to aLlcll\~ss 
10 political rally ahcaJ of assembly elec
tions in the Uttar Prncksh early next 
ycar. Scindia was the deputy leader o f 
[Ne in the Lok Sahha and was seen as 
onl: of the faslest ri si ng ~ l ar of the belea
guered party. He has hcen uninterrupt
edly rcprc~cnting the constituency in 
Gwalior in the Lok Sabha for the last onc 
and a hall' decade. He had servcd as a 
uni on cabinet minister dur ing the Con
gress rule 1ll IlJSOs and 1990s. Sc indi a. , 
56. is survived by hig wi fe. o ne son and 
oncdnughtcr. Along with Scind ia. seven 
others including four journalists died in 
the crash when the private Cessna. thl.!Y 
were nyi ng in . sudden ly c:llIght fire and 
nose-dived in the fields or Manipu r dis
trict. 300 kilomcters southeas t of New 
Delhi. 
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NEWSNOTES 

Khadka 

Khadka welcomed Mr. Singh's statement, 
saying it would help in curbing cross
border terrorism and other criminal ac
tivities. Nepal and India sharea more than 
1,7S0-km common, open border. In an 
interview with the official Doordarshan 
television . Singh said India supported 
Nepa'" King and the government ofSher 
Bahadur Deuba in their fight against the 
Maois t rebels . Space Time Sep. 27. 

dia To Impose 
Anti-Dumping Duty 

The Commerce Department of the 
Indian government has recommended 
imposition of provisional anti-dumping 
duty on acrylic yarn importcd from Nepal. 
The Economic Times, a leading Indian 
business daily, reported Wednesday. 
Acrylic yarn manufactured by all com
panies from Nepal would be subject to a 
hi gher duty of $0.84 per kg (as against 
the levy on shipments from Reliance 
Spinning Mills, an Indian company, of 
$0.64 per kg).The department took the 
decision after complaints from four In
dian companies saying tha; the market 
share of imports from Nepal had increased 
from 8.36 percent in 1998-99 to 27.37 
percent in 2000-0 I. The directorate of 
anti-dumping and allied duties of the 
Indian government c laimed that acrylic 
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yarn exported 10 India from Nepal was 
being sold below its normal value and 
that Indian industries had suffered mate
rial injury. Compiled from reports Sep. 
28. 

Govt. Not Serious A bout 
Talks: Prachanda 

Chaim]an of the underground ePN 
(Maoist). Comrade Prachanda has alleged 
that the government is not serious about 
talks. "We are not holding any peace talks 
with the government. It's being manifested 
in the form of political struggle to institu
tionalize the victory achieved by the people 
in the balllefront," said the underground 

Icadcr.1l1e talks between our party and the 
government are taking place at a very cri ti
cal situation. rr the government doesn't 
take illighlly. the then country will move 
toward an interim government. election to 
the constituent assembly and the process 
will ultimately in-
stitutionalize the 

Ghimire In Accident 
The editor of the Kantipur daily Yubaraj 

Ghimirc was injured on Saturday when a I 
car he was driving <.:ollidcJ with ~ truck at 
Sinamangal 
that afternoon. 
Ghimire was 
immediately 
rushed to B&B 
hospital where 
Ihcdoctorssaicl 
he sustai ned a 
fracture on his 
right thigh and 
dislocated his Ghimire 
spinal disc. He ----------1 
is now repOI'ted to he in a s.tahle condition. 
Police have apprehended the driver of tile 
truck. Meanwhile. a numbcrofprorninenl 
personalities including leaders of various 
politi(.;al parties visiteu the hospital and 
wished Ghimirc a speedy recovery. 

republic. If any
body is dreaming 
of ignoring the 
seriousness of the 
issue and protect 
oneself with the 
help of army per
sonnel only it 
migiu not he more 
than a terrible 
nightmare, he 
warned 
Prachanda said 
efforts to link his 
party with the In
dian rulers were 
nothing but pro· 
paganda. "In fact. 
wc want LO de
velop good neigh
borly relations 
with China and 
strengthe n and 
balance our rela
tions with India 
by scrapping all 
the unequal trea
ties of the past," 
he added. jalla 
Disha, Sep. 24 ... 
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BRIEFS 

King Gyanendra grants audience to Helmut Kutin, Presi
dent of SOS International Children's Village 

THE UNITED NA nONS SECURITY COUNCIL HAS 
approved a resolution requiringall 189 member nations to deny money, 
support and sanctuary to terrorists. The legally binding resolution 
adopted unanimously Friday night is a significant international rc
sponse to the terrorist attacks on the World Trade Center in New York 
City and the Pentagon in Washington DC. The resolution was imro
duced and approved in just over 24 hours. a pace that reflected 
Washington's wide support as it leads aglobaJ campaign to pursuc those 
responsible for the attacks. and any nation that barbors terrorists. 

A MAN IN HIS MID-FORTIES KILLED FIVE FAMILY MEM
he rs in cold blood in eastern Nepal before commilling suicide. reports 
said. Nanda Bahadur Rai, 47. a resident of Buipa village development 
committee in Khotang district. killed his wife. three daughters and a son 
with a khukuri while they were sleeping eiJrly Sunday and later hanged 
himself from a tree, police said. He also attacked and injured his eldest 
son and a neighbor. Rai was reportedly suffering from mental Jisordcr 
for some time. 

THE UNSETTLED ACCOUNTS OF GOVERNMENT AGEN
cies by the end oflas! fiscal year had reached a whopping Rs 26.4 billion. 
up from Rs 18.28 billion last year. If unsettled accounts of other 
government agencies and committees are included. tbe amount reaches 
lip to Rs 38.42 bi llion, reports said. This year's Auditor-General's repan 
said 10 major ministries - including Finance, Water Resources and 
Local Development 6 accounted for nearly 94 percent of the total 
unsettled accounts . 

HELP TO THE HELPLESS COUNCIL, AN NGO BASED IN 
Dharan. is planning to build buildings for giv ing accommodat ions to 
helpless children, imparting skills to women and providing medical 
facilities. The NGO, which has the objectives of educating needy 
children. providing skills to women and providing free medical services 
to the poor, requests all philanthropists. national and international 
affluent corporations, government units and donor agencies to contrib
ute liberally to help it achieve its objectives. The council has been 
working in the social service sector since 1994. 

A TOTAL OF 1,620 NEWSPAPERS HAVE BEEN REGISTERED 
in Nepal for publication as of mid-July this year. Acco rd ing to jOint 
records maintained by the Press Council of Nepal and the Department 
of lnformation. 230 are daily newspapers. 13 are bi-weekly, 1.153 
weekly and 224 fortnightly. There are still 19 out of 75 districts in the 

6 

country where no newspaper has becn registered . tile report said. 

THE GOVERNMENT OF SWITZERLAND HAS AGREED TO 
provide the Nepalese government a grant assistance of Swiss frunc 3.28 
million (approximately Rs 156.35 million) for the implementation of 
tlte third phase or the rural heahh development project in Dolakha and 
Ramcchhap districts. The project is expected to help upgwde the 
knmvlcdge and skills of the health workers in the periphery and project 
staff, and make them capable of providing qualit), health scrvircs to t!le 
local people. An agreement to this effect was signeci by joint secretary 
at the Ministry of Finance Dr. Madhav P. Ghirnirc and deputy resident 
coordinato r of the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation on 
behalf of their respective go\ernments. 

THE MAIN OPPOSITION UNIFIED M,\RXIST-LENINIST 
party has criticized the government's offer to prov ide Nepal's air 
space and 'refuding.' rarilities to US aircraft in its light agail 
terrorism. In a statement signcd by Jhal Nath Kh::mal. chief of 
party' s foreign affairs departmclH. the UML has abo urgcd the prime 
minister to pursue the coulHry ' s foreign policy on tile basis of national 
consensus. 

PRIME MINISTER SHER BAHADUR DEUBA HAS SAID TilE 
problem of unemployment is more serious than that of poverty in the 
country. Addressing a program organized by the National Planning 
Commission (NPC) to discuss the concept paper of the Tenth Five. 
Year plan here Wednesday. Premier Deuba s<1id tile NPC shou ld pay 
special atrention to resolving the problem of unemployment within The 
next 10 years. He added that controll ing populmion growlh and 
resolving unemployment and other socio·econonlll.: problems alone 
would help resolve the Maoist probkm. Despite the prime minister' s 
insistence. officials said the main thrust of the TClllh Plan is poverty 
alleviation. 

NEPALESE TRA VEL TRADE ENTREPRENEURS HAVE DE
manded that the government exempt visa fee on all the tourist s visiting 
the country. According to the Pacific Asia Travel ASl'ociation (PATA) 
Nepal chapter. the tourism en trepreneurs have also demanded 50 
percent concession in all air service charges and 50 percent exempA 
in tourist entry fee in tourist places anclnatiomil parks. Similarly." 
entrepreneurs have suggested thut mountaineers climbing up to 6.500 
meters should be charged a minimum fee to lure the m 10 Nepal. The 
entrepreneurs have also expressed worry about the ripple crfect5 of the 
lerrorist attacks in the United States on Nepalese tourism. onc or the 
major foreign e:~chang~ earning sectors. 

THE JAPANESE EMBASSY IN KATHMANOU HAS AGREED 
to provide around US$ 80.000 to the Indigenolls Development Founda
tion of Nepal. a non-government organization. I"or the construction ofa 
Community Development Centcr in the eastern dislrict of Jhapa. Ac
cording to the embassy. the grant provided under the Grant Assistance 
for Grassroots Project of the embassy will be used for the construction 
of a two-storey well-equipped building, with a training hall. at Charpane 
vil lage development commiuee in the distric!. The center aims lO 

preserve traditional arts and crafts in which they havecuhurally sped al
ized to satisfy consumers' demands. 

THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES ON SEPTEMBER 25 
approved the Appropriations Bill. 2001 proposed by Finance Minister 
Dr. Ram Sharan Mahat. Earlier. the House with majority VOle rejected 
all 39 proposals seeking cuts in the public ex.penditure ill different 
appro priation heads. The approval of lhe bill has cleared the way for the 
implementation of the budget estimates for fiscal year 2001/02. • 
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QUOTE UNQUOTE 

"I am confident and hopeful that the talks will be slIccessful." 

Prime Minister Sher Bahadur Delllia, on the government-Maoist talks, ill HimaJaya Times. 

* * * 

"How can there be ta lk of new e lec tion 

whe n there is a clear mandate for us? This 
smacks of conspiracy as well ~s foolish
ness on our part." 

K,.;slwQ Prasad Bhattarai. former 
prime minister al/d senior leader of 
rl/lillg Nepal; COllgress. ill 
Gorkhapatra. 

* • • 

"T . d· . h he MaOIsts want la Ismtegratc 1 e 

coun try hy raising communal a1!d regional 
slogans. They consider the country-s de
struction as their success," 

Madhav KUlllar Nepal. leader of ti,e 
lIJain opposition and gefwraf sec re
ttlly of UII~fied Marxist-Leninisl. ill 

Spncet;lIIe Daily. 

* * * 

"It is meaningless to call for republic in 

a coun try where there is monarchy." 
Girija Prasad Koirala,former prime 
minisTer and president of ruling 
Nep(lJi Congress,;1/ Himalaya Times, 

• • • 

"By inviti ng a faction that stays in 

jungles and kill s 10 people in the inter im 
government, we would be triggering 
anarchy. What is the guarantee that to
morrow ~lJ1other faction will not follow 
suit?" 

Tarallalir Ralla Blwl. speaker of the 
HOllse Dj Represel1lnrives, il/ Jana 
Bhawana. 

*' * * 

". Jour71.ct/isr fYie..,.,d~ -- , 

VJ~':J are ~ou. n.l7J",i"'9 scarecf oT Maoists _ 
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"The Nepal i Congress party has never 

concealed infon1l3lion. Rather, we feel 
the party has been way too open." 

Arjllll Narsillgh KC, lleH'!yappo;med 
spOkeSII1(11l of Nepal; Cungress, say
ing his parTy wOllld allvel.".\' work il1 a 
transparent 11I(1l1ller, ill Bimarsha, 

* * * 
"TI . lcre IS no guar<lntce that the new 

constitution will set up republic. There
rore the demand for the constitutional 
assembly is unnecessary ." 

Bamdev Gall/am, general secretary of 
Marxist LeninisT, callTiollillg againsT/he 
danger of 10sillg The rigltl,fi restored cif
ler 1990 by demanding for cOl/stitl/ 
Tional assembly eJectiol/. while address
illg Cl program at his porTy office, 

* * * 
"M aintaining internal stabi lity is the 

most important thing for Ncp~1. 1 hope 
and believe that under the leadership of 
Hi s Majesly King Gyanendl'aand the gov
ernmenl, Nepal can overcome all the dif
ficulties , secure stability and concentrate 
on economic development." 

Wu COllgyollg. Chillese Ambassa
dor to Nepal. ill Jana Ehawana. 

* * * 
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OFF THE RECORD 

Intellectual 
Distraction 

Nalional Assembly 
C hairman Mohammed 
Mohsin is one of Ihe well
known inlellecluals of Ihe 
oppos ilion Raslriya Praja
lanlra Pany (RPP). Follow
ing his election as the chief of 
the upper chamber of parlia
ment. Dr Mohsin has found 
himself thrust to the cent er of 
national politics. Although Dr 
Mohsin has cas t himself as a 
"rationa l" thinker over the 
decades, his actions some
times indicate otherwise. 

Dr. Mohsin : Digressive 

When he slaned 10 lalk on Ihe 
issue of Afghanistan and 
Osama bin Laden with a for
eig n ambassador recently. 
those around Dr Mohsin were 
forced 10 lake a second look al 
one of Nepal's most promi
nenl Muslims. During the con
vcrsation, Or Mohsin ex
pressed greater concern about 
religion when the focus of dis
cussion was on ways o reoun
tering terrorism. A well-read 
man like Dr Mohsin should 
be the last person to mix up 
the two issues. 

Equal Opportunity 
Whal happens when a 

short man finds him self dis-

8 

cussing a burning national is
sue in themidd leoftwopromi
nent six foolers? When former 
prime minister Girija Pra!"ad 
Koirala and CPN-ML gcneral 
secre tary Bamdev Gautam 
found the diminutive 
Rajeshwor Devkota in their 
midst. the two lanky men felt 

a littl e uncomrortable. But 
Devkota, whose sharp insights 
fire up political discussions. 
was not about to let the tall 
guys dwarf him. Koirala and 
Gaulam pulled Ihree chairs 10 
include Devkota in Iheir dis
cussions. They cou ld have sat 
whi le allowing Dcvkota to 
express himsclrstanding. One 
doesn't know how Dcvkota 
would have fcil . bUI Ihal would 
certai nly have lcveled the de
baling field . 

Boycott's Downside 
]f you want some advice 

on makin g wads of money 
without working. go and ask 
members of parliament. Dur
ing the las t session . members 
of Ihe CPN-UML and olher 
parties got their salaries and 
allowances by boycotting the 
house. Now Nepal Sadbhvana 
Pany (NSP) is doing Ihe same 
thing. Pany chief Gajendra 
Narayan Singh has given 
standing orders to his MPs in 
the lower house 10 boycott 

prm:eedings a rter chanting 
slogans agains t the Land 
Reform Amendmcnt Bill in 
fronl of Ihe speaker. Si ngh, a 
member of the upper house, 
does the same thing before 
walking out of Ihe chamber. 
This tactic is certainly not 
trouble-free. Since they are 
the only ones boycoLling par
liamenl Ihese days, NSP MPs 
are finding it difficult to kill 
time. 

Positive Thinking 
Prime Minister Sher Ba

hadur Deuba is cX lremely 
busy inaugurating public 
events in different parts of the 
valley. AI Ihis rale, one orl he 
milestones or Deuba's !'irsl 
100 days in offic e is goi ng la 

be the number of program~ he 
has inaugurated. From hook 
launches to dance programs 
and rrom sem inars on 
the drainage system to talks 
on martyrs. Deubn seems 
to be enjoying the opportu
nity to make a beginning. 
Dcuba's followers are right. 
the primc mini ster doesn't 
know how to say no. But 

think about it this way. \Vhcn 
saying yC5. doesn't hurt things, 
why should the prime 
minister even think in the 
negative? 

Words Of Power 
Nepa lesc communists 

seem to haven problem trying 
to pro\'c thm th~y arc differ
ent from other partics. While 
ollccommun ist fal.'tiu n is wag
ing wur ag~in~l the system 
from the Jungle and other 
small er factions arc busy rai 
ing radic.ll slogans from [I 
streets, what opt ions are left 
ror Ihe CPN-UML'! During 
the wi nter scsslon of parlia
menl. Ihe UML demonslraled 
its sturdiness by r,~rusing 

to allow the Iwusc to convene 
for a single day or business, 
However, such tactics cannot 
be a permanent way of 
provi ng onc' ~ communis t cre
delltials. Until they come out 
with ~ olllc(hin2 more im<lui
nali vc. U~lL l';ders Madh~v 
KlImar Nepal and K.P. 
Sharl11J Oli ~cem 10 be de
pending on lhe power of' thcir 
words. • 
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NEW DELHI'S NEW STAND 

Maoists On The Defensive 
Indian Foreign and Defense Minister Jaswant Singh has 
labeled Nepal 's Maoists as terrOlists, raising hopes for peace 

By A CORRESPONOENT 

I f Indian Foreign and Dcfcnse Minister 
Jaswant Si ngh·s recent statement is any 

indication. New Delhi·s has hardened its 
towards the Maoist insurgency in 
Indian police are said IQ have been 

alcI'lcd against Nepalese Maoist leaders 
and aClivist~ be lieved to be residing in the 
bordering Indian CilY of Silguri. 

Interestingly. a fcwdays beforedcc1ar
ing the Maoists as terrorists. the fndian 
government deployed 10,000 troops of the 
[ederally controlled Special Security Force 
niong the Nepal-India border. "The govclll 
ment of India wou ld continue its policy of 
extending cooperation la the government of 
Nepal and of having close cooperation be
tween the authoriti es concerned 0 11 both 
side~ to en~ure peace and security along the 
border and to control activities of ICIToriSls, 
criminals and mile!' undesirable elements 
across the border.·' said a statement issued 
by the Indian Embassy in Kathmundu. 

These two Indian steps have brought a 
orhope tu Nepalis who are yearning for 

peace in the lTIllbt of a six-yoar-old insur
gency launched by the Maoi,t rebels. "We 
have to welcome the Indian stand on the 
Maoist insurgency and on the posting of 
~ecurily forecsalong Indi a-Nepal border to 

this year. During his visit. Singh had wel-

I 
comed the govemment-Maoist negotiations 
aimed at finding a peace[ul solution to the 
insurgency. 

Some Nepalese foreign policy experts 
are still skeptical about change in India·s 
policy. "\Ve cannot draw conclusions on 
Indian policy on the basis of a singleevenl. 
They may back the insurgency in Nepal 
from behind and take some harsh actions to 
show the world that lndia is against terror-

contain terrorism and criminals," said Jaswant Singh : Meaningful statemen t 
Sushi I Koirala. general sccretaryal Nepali 
Congress. 

It is sti ll LOO early to jump to any 
conclusionsnn India·spo licy toward Nepal, 
hut onc can nevertheless see signs of hope 
that Nepal wi ll move toward achieving 
lasting peace . The agreement of the 
Nepalese government and Maoists to sit 
[or a third round o[ talks must be seen as a 
step in this direction. 

lndia·s policy toward Nepal started to 
change [ollowing the goodwill visit to Nepal 
by Indian Foreign Minister Singh earlier 
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ism," said a former Nepalese ambassador 
to India on cond iti on of anonymity. 
"Nepal's policy toward India was never 
unfriendly, but lndian policy makers have 
left no SLOne untumcd in order to dcstabi
Iizc Nepal. Unless India realizes that a 
prosperous and stable Nepal is a guarantor 
oflndian security, Nepal may not be able to 
achieve durable peace." 

The century-old policy adopted by the 
British colonial rulers toward Nepal showed 
how a stable and prosperous Nepal could 

safeguard the security of British India. 
Unfortunately. Nepal has not received simi
lartreatment from independent India. More 
than a dozen insurgencies have been 
launched against Nepal over the last fi ve 
decades. 

If lndia had a clear stand on the insur
gency, it would not have ignored the earljer 
statements made by two Nepalese leaders . 
During his last tenure as prime minister. 
Krishna Prasad Bhattarai raised the issue 
on nd ia gi ving shel ter to Nepalese Maoi sts, 
a concern also voiced by Dr Mahat, who 
was foreign minister. However, New Delru 
ignored the statements. Following the re
cent remarks ofNepali Congress president 
and fanner prime minister Girija Prasad 
Koirala and CPN-UML general secretary 
Madhav Kumar Nepal accusing India of 
backing the Maoists, Indian orlicialdom 
was compelled to c lari[y its stand. 

Although Koiral41 and Nepal have 
tried to sonen the content of their state
ments, neithcr has relrac.:tcd them. Inter
estingly, Nepal was among several com
munist leaders who vis ited Silguri last 
month to meet ePN-Maoist leaders, in~ 

eluding Prachanda. 
Following the terrorist anacks in the 

Un ited States. the global approach to ter
rorism and violent insurgency has drasti
cally changed. TIle US government has 
called for internationa l ~o l idarity to fight 
against internallonal terrorism. As West
ern powers have realized the possibility of 
even a small insurgency ballooning into a 
major crisis, they have demanded clear-cut 
policies from governments on tenorism. 

India, which ha, been figh ting insur
gency and terrorism frolll its northeastern 
stales to Bihar in the center to Jammu and 
Kashmir in the west, may have realized the 
danger of a possible network o r all the 
insurgents under a single command and 
control. Unlike the insurgencies of Nepal 
in the 1960s and 1 970s, when it was virtu
ally impossible to develop links among 
insurgents, one cannot rule out growing 
cooperation among rebel groups. 

Whatever the circumstances that may 
have led to the shirt in India,s policy, it has 
certainly raised hopes [or peace in the 
Himalayan kingdom, which has been pass
ing through various stages of political in
stability, violence and uncertainty. • 
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SUPREME COURT 

Fresh Controversy 
The apex court's decision on the constituency fund allocated to 
MPs triggers a new dispute between the two branches of the state 

By KESHAB POUDEL 

I f the Supreme Cour,t's decisions. a:c 
influenced by popuh sm, thc posSIbil

ity of justices being dragged into cont ro
versy ca n onl y grow. A dec ision should 
he based on the merits of the case and 
should be made wi th in the purview or the 
law. In the last few years, however. some 
of the apex court 's key decisions seem to 
have been guided more by populism than 
by legal conviction. 

The judi ciary appears to have been 
innuenccd by trial by the media than by 
Icgtll prosecution. rf newspaper head
lines and populi st slogans become the 
hasis o f jus lice, the vcry essence of fair
ness and imparti ality that underpin s an 
independent judiciary would wither 
away. 

In its recent decision on the legality 
o r the expenditure or the constituency 
development funo. the cou rt issued an 
order to the government nol to all ow 
money to be spent on the basis of the 
expend iture manual. A three-member 
be nch comprisingjustices Laxman Aryal. 
Kedar Nath Upadhyaya and Krishn. 
Kumur Verma issued a directive calli ng 
for money to be spent under an act. 

I
, delivered the verdict, on grounds of iner

fi ciency, 
I According to thc UML MPs. the 

court 's dec ision is faulty in declaring the 
Illanual illegal. Thcy say money allo
cated through the national budget cannot 
be declared as illegal. "Ir judges and 
justices can draw money from the annual 
budget because the budget is itself an ac t 
passed by the parliament. how can money 
allocated th rough the Cons ti tuencies 

But th t.::: pe titi oner 1l1Jintained that the 
fund was inhncntl y illega l. "To g ive 
moncy to the MPs is completely ill egal 
and is aga inst the spi rit o f thc Local 
Bodies Act and Finan<.:ial Admini stra
tion Regulati ons," ~aid advocate Bal Ram 
K.C. who plcaded on bch"lr"rpctit ioncr. 

There was growing critic b m Lhatthe 
fund was gros!ooly mi;.;uscd by the MPs, 
"The cou rt' s decision will also hclp di s
<.:ourftgc corruptI on <,:o1llflli ll~d hy MPs 
under th is program," ~ai d K.C, "Despite 
the oppos iti on [ rrom the la wll1akers], thi s 
is the right d CC I :-i i n l1 taken in the right 
time ," 

Others don't :-.ec merit in the an!. 
ment advanced hy the petitioner. "It 1:-. 

not the duty of the L'llurt to see whether 
money is being used rightl y (II' not. The 
Commiss ion o r Investigation of Abuse 
of Au thority ex ists to look into allega-

Although thecourt is yet (Qcomeoul 
with its rull judgement, the justices in 
their short order directed the government 
to draw up a law berore disbursing the 
money in o rder to regulari ze the fund in 
the future. 

MPs in parliament: Delivering on development? 

Each member of the House of Rep
resentatives and the National Assembly 
is allowed to spend Rs I million under 
Constituenc ies Development Program, 
The court questioned the validity of the 
manual governing the ' fund . MPs were 
angered by the court's decis ion. The day 
after the ruling, UML MPs even called 
for the impeachment of the justices who 

\0 

Development Program be declared ille
gal''' asked MP Lalbabu Pand it, address
ing the House of Representatives, "If 
j ustices cannot understand the legal value 
of an act, what is the justificatign of 
pUlling them i!1 the court?" 

The spontaneous anger of the MPs is 
understandable, as they enjoy special 
pri vileges under thc program to spend 
money on projects in their constituency, 

(ions of mi suse o f publi c funds," said a 
political analys\. 

The timingofthedecision was hardly 
propitious for the court. as a large num
ber of MPs, particul ar ly those belonging 
to the main opposi tion CPN-UM L. arc 
pressi ng the need to bring the justices 
and judges under the sc rut iny of the po
lice organi zat ion. After thi s ruling , the 
number of MPs wanting to bring the 
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judiciary into that nel can be expected to 
rise . 

"We must introduce an act in parlia
ment to bring justices and judges under 
the purview of the CIAA," said UML MP 
Pandit. Although all opposition MPs, 
and some from the ruling Nepali Con
gress, are infuriated by the court deci
sion. they seem to be asking junior MPs 
to step up the pressure. 

Responding to a public interest liti
gation petition filed by an individual, the 
court issued a directive. not any kind of 
decision. "Like the coun. which is so 

influenced by populist headlines, 
too, have started to criticize the 

judgment without reading the full con
tent." said a lawyer. "This bankruptcy of 
knowledge on the part of our MPs is very 
unfortunate. " 

Thecontroversy is also related to the 
stand of the apex court on the question of 
locus standi. The court has often inter
vened in all kinds of petitions filed by 
unconcerned or unaffected individuals. 
In some cases, the coun has been found 
to interpret the question of locus standi 
very liberally, while in others it has been 
stricter. For instance, thecoun dismissed 
a petition against the decision to grant 
licence to the private sector to operate 
mobile phones, citing that the Employee 
Association of Nepal Telecommunica-

Corporation did not have locus standi. 
the court accepted the locus standi 

of an individual with no relation with 
parliament in this case is being avidly 
questioned. 

In issues related to parliament and 
other public matters, the court has enter
tained petitions from individuals who 
were not even remotely related or con
cerned with the issue in question. Be
cause of the court's liberal attitude, pub
lic interest litigation is often misused to 
gain pUblicity. Very often. the liberal 
intcrpretalions of the court have encour
aged some people to file such petitions. 

Such intervention that is prone to be 
controversial on account of its very na
lure sometimes might lead to conflict 
between top branches of the government 
or the principal departments of the states, 
which should be wisely avoided. 

"In exercise of its enormous power, 

SPOTLIGHT/OCTOBER 5. 2001 

the court should not be called upon to 
undertake governmental duties or func
tions, said A.S. Anand, Chief Justice of 
the Indian Supreme Court, in an article 
on public litigation. "The courts cannot 
run the government nor pennit the ad
ministration to indulge in abuse or non
use of power and get away with it. It is 
necessary and essential for the courts to 
ensure that public interest litigation, 
which is taken recourse to for reaching 
justice to those who are for a variety of 
reasons unable to approach, the court to 
protect their fundamental rights should 
develop on a consistent and firm path. 
The court must be careful to sec that by 
there over zealousness they do not cause 

Justice Aryal : Judiciary in controversy 

any uncertainty or confusion. The exer
cise of this jurisdiction has often been 
described by critics of judiciary as judi
cial activism." 

According to Article 88.2 of the Con
stitution of the Kingdom of Nepal 1990, 
the Supreme Court shall , fortheenforce
ment of the fundamental rights conferred 
by the constitution, for the enforcement 
of any other legal rights for which no 
other remedy has been though provided 
or for which the remedy even though 
provided appears to be inadequate or 
ineffective, or for the settlement of any 
constitutional or legal question involved 
in any dispute or public interest or con
cern, have the extraord inary power to 
issue necessary and appropriate orders to 
enforce such rights or settle the dispute. 
For these purposes, the Supreme Court 

may, with a view of imparting fulljustice 
and providing the appropriate remedy. 
issues appropriate orders and writs in
cluding these habeas corpus. mandamus, 
certiorari, prohibition and quo warrant. 

MPs have been spending money from 
the fund on the basis of financial manual. 
The apex court wants it to be replaced by 
either government regulations or parlia
mentary act. Thcjusliccs seem to have no 
problem with the allocation of funds. 
They want to ensure that expendiLUre 
should be based 011 some formal rules. 

In Nepal, it is lime for the apl!x court 
to refrain from or be careful to avoid the 
direct connict and t.:onfrontation with 
parliament or the executive over math:rs 
in their jurisdiction. Opposition parties 
say the judiciary, by issuing directives to 

the administration. is usurping the func
tions of the legislature and the executive 
and is attempting to run the country. 
Finding a delicate balance between en
su ringjusticc in society Jnd maintaining 
institutional legitimacy is a continuing 
challenge for the judiciary. 

A decision should have a jurispru
dential base with clearly discernible prin
ciples. Courts have to be careful 10 see 
that they do not overstep their limits 
because to them is assigned the sacred 
duty of guarding the constitution. We 
must, however, remember that while ex
ercising jurisdiction in public interest 
litigation cases. courts do not forsake 
their duty and role as a court of law 
dispensing justice in accordance with 
law. 

It is only where there has been a 
failure on the part of any authority in 
acting according to law or in non-action 
or act ing in violation of the law that the 
court needs to step in. In cases where the 
executive refuses to carry out the legisla
tive will or ignores or thwarts it, it is 
surely legitimate for courts to step in and 
ensure cdmpliance with the legislat ive 
mandate. 

For their part, MPs and the execu
tive should avoid any action that could 
infringe upon the independence of the 
judiciary. Lawmakers should work to
ward making their expenditure more 
transparent rather than going for an all
out conflict with the judicial branch . • 
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NEPAL-INDIA TRADE TALKS 

Going Nowhere 
With the trade treaty coming up forrenewal in weeks, Nepalese 
and Indian officials remain divided on a number of issues 

By SANJAYA DHAKAL 

N epalese trade officials are hinting at 
the need for political intervention 

to smooth the tangled talks with their 
Indian counterparts. which ended without 
conclus ion in New Delhi last week. 

quoted as saying in a daily newspaper. 
"We listened to them. \Ve will make our 
comments after we receive the written 
proposal and know what provisions they 
want to add on rules of origin and export 
surge." 

lion) compared to the same period the 
previous year. 

Immediately after the August meet
ing. the Indian side unilaterally imposed 
anti-dumping duty on the exports of zinc 
oxide from Nepal, choking olTits exports. 
The Nepalese government has formally 
requested the Indian government (0 with
draw the decision. saying it was against 
the treaty that allows duty-free access to 
Nepalese-manufactured products into the 
Indian market. 

Nepal maintains thm its ex pons are 
meager (only 2 to 2.5 percent ofth c total 
Indian imports of the items are said ';i. 
have fallen on the surge nct) in the hu. 
Indian market. Nepalese officials argue 
tliat curtailing the exports of these items 
would widen the trade deficit Nepal is 
currently facing with its single-largest trad
ing partner. India. 

The issllc of "export surge" remained 
the stumbling block yet again. Indian and 
Nepalese officials failed to reach an agree
menl addressing [ndia 's concerns on the 
maller it before lhe renewal of Nepal
India Trade Treaty 1996. set for Deeem
hl:L 

The Indian side has promised to make 
available the proposal befure the secre
tary-level mecting. but it still unclear how 
the future talks would unfold . There is 
special urgency to the matter. since the 
treaty has to be renewed within the next 
[wo months. 

Imporls from India amounted to a 
whopping Rs 40.92 billion, while exports 

_______ -, stood at Rs 22.62 billion in the 

The officials from the year 199912000. with a net 
two countries failed to unzip trade deficit of a staggering 
the conten tion after the 1n- Rs 18 billion. "It is not appro-
t1i<ln side stuck to the de- priate to check the growth of 
l1l:.lnd it put forth during the Nepalese expons to Inditl in 
Augu~l 1-5 bilateral meel- the name of export surgc. In 
Illg in Kathm;:lIldu. India had the wake of the huge trade 
Ilotilicd that it W~lIlts to rc- deficit, we need to increase 
view certain provisions our exports to India further," 
the treaty. while Nepal has Ravi Bhakta Shrestha, Pres' 
heen maintaining that. dentofFederationofNepalc 
though it is open for negotia- Chamber of Commerce and 
tions. it is unwilling to kill Industry. told SPOTLIGHT. 
the spirit of the accord. Becauseofthe 1996 trade 

Although the two sides t::...!.! _______________________ .......I treaty. Nepalese exports to In-

had agreed to follow the is- lndo-Nepal border: Flourishing trade dia have been able to grow 
!\ue of "export surge" in the gradually and the trade deficit 
August meeting. Indian officials could India has been exprcssing its rcserva- declined at an annual rale of 5 perccnt. At 
not come up with a concrcte proposallasl tions on the "surge" of some five items. prcsent. marc than 40 percent of Nepal's 
week. raising doubts over the future of the including polyester yarn. vegetable ghee, c.::XpOrlS is headcd towards India and 35 
treaty. copper wire rod, zinc oxide and G.I. pipe percent of its imports come from ilS south-

Purushottam Ojha. joint secretary at that arc exported from Nepal. These five ern neighbor. Almost40percentofNepal's 
the Ministry of lndustry, Commerce and items are among the largest Nepalese ex- LOlal exports to India come from Indian 
Supplics (Mo ICS), who led the Nepalese ports to India. joint-venture companies like Dabur Nepal, 
delegation. said the Indian side would be During the first II months of fiscal Nepal LeverandColgate-PalmoliveNepal. 
delivering its written proposal on the is- year 2000101, polyester yarn exports in- With so much at stake, any needless 
sue of "cxport surge" a~ well as "rules of creased by 38 percent (worth NRs 1460 delay in the renewal of the trade treaty 
origin". million). vegetable ghee by 27 percent would be counterproductive to both sides. 

"The Indian delegation has told us (NRs 3070 million), copper wire rod by As the date of renewal nears, it would be 
that it would submit the proposal soon and 382 percent (NRs 1930 million), line ox- wise for politicians to take up and expe-
has agreed to hold commerce secretary- ide by 17 percent (NRs 245 million) and dite the matter for theeconomic well-be-
level talks within a month." Ojha was G.l. pipe by 400 percent (NRs 280 mil- ing of both countries. • 
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HEALTH 

HEART DISEASES 

Alarming Increase 
Despite growing health awareness, heart diseases are 
growing in urban and rural areas 

By A CORRESPONDENT 

~e number of patienlS with rheumatic 
..I.. heart disease continues la increase 

among the rural poor, imposing an addi-
economic burden on an already vul

~"lble Se!lm,:nt<Jf tile p,op'Jlation. Although 
health awareness in urban areas has in
creased over the years, the rural people 
cominue to lack basic infonnation on the 
methods of preventing heal! diseases. 

According la an unofficial estimate, 
there are more than 100,000 patients with 
rheumatic heart disease who are in dire need 
of surgery. A patient needs to spend at least 
Rs.20, 000 to Rs 30.000 on surgery. Similar 
operations in hospitals in India may cost 
four times as much. The cost in private 
nursing homes can exceed Rs.1 00, 000. 

The Tribhuvan University Teaching 
Hospital staned offering surgery for rheu
matic hCaI1 patients nearly four years ago. 
Now Ganga Lal National Hean Center has 
come out with facilities to a limited number 

patients. "We can provide al l kinds or 
to hean patients. With a capacity 

of 60 beds, our hospital al so has well
equipped facilities to perform surgery."says 
Dr. Bhagwan Koirala, directorofthecenter. 
"We arc offering our service targeting the 
poorest citizens." 

Heart diseases are no longer confined 
to prosperous urban communities. They are 
gradually turning into a major burden for 
poor rural families. Since curative methods 
areso expensive,experts have long stressed 
the need la go for prevention. Rheumatic 
heart disease is preventable in the ea rl y 
period with relatively inexpensive medi
cine. Because of lack of knowledge, how
ever, a large number of rural children have 
the disease. 

Although some facilities for patients 
with rheumatic heart disease have been 
added in the counrry, trcalmenl is st iU not 
affordable for the poor community. Most 
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would have to spend their lifelong savings 
on treatment. 

The high prevalence of cardiovascular 
diseases (CVD) risk factors in o lder people, 
particularly raised blood pressure and raised 
serum cholesterol . sugges ts the need for 
widespread treatment. Il can be achieved 
through sl ight changes in lifestyle, espe
ciaUy through physical exercise and adj ust
ments in dietary patterns. 

There are many risk factors for coro
nary heart disease, stemming from thechang
ing lifestyles in the urban areas. Increasing 

Patients in hospital: Hoping for the best 

number or smokers, the popularity of junk 
food. lack of sufficient exercise. among 
other factors. have Icd to a rise in the number 
patients with heart diseases. 

Experiments have shown that reduc
tion of blood pressure by 6 mm Hg reduces 
the ri sk of stroke by 40 percent and that of 
hean attack by 15 percent. A 10 percent 
reduction in blood cholesterol concentra
tion would reduce the Iisk of coronary heart 
disease by 30 percent. 

Dietary changes seem to affect risk 

factor levels throughoutlilc and may have 
an even greater impact in older I~oplc. 
Relatively modest reductions in saturated 
rat and sa lt intake. which would reducc 
blood pressure and cholesterol concentra
tions, could have a substantial effect on 
reducing the risk of cardiova~cular disease. 
Increasing consumption of fruit und veg
etables daily could cut cardiovascular risk 
by 30 percent,according to the World Health 
Report of 1998. put out by the World Health 
Organization. 

Smoking is the most imponant modifi
ab le risk factor for CVD in the young and 
old alike. The decline in smoking may re
duce the number of disease. Reductions in 
stroke and CVD rates from smoking cessa
tion increase with the time sincequitling the 
habit. 

Although the number of herll1-related 
ailments could be reduced ~imply laking 
some precautionary mea~ures. the number 
of patients wi1 h these prohlems continues to 

risc at alarming Ic\cls. "As a COlllllry like 

Nepal. where a large number of the people 
cannot afford the trea tment related to heart 
diseases. it is better to start prevention and 
awareness programs." says Or. R.P. 
Shrestha. former dircctor of B ir Hospital. 

Even if the country were to develop 
more treatment facilities. a large segment of 
the population would not be able to afford 
the cost of consullation and medication. 
Greater awareness of W:.1ys of preventing 
the disease may be a more potent antidote .• 
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tlval. the event has a plethora of 
activities that are to be held in 
Jomsom. the district headquarters. 
Having captured the imagination 
of people around the world as a 
quaint and out-of-this-world locale, 
M lIstang was opened to foreign 
tourists in 1991. 

The organizers have planned 
food and agriculture festivals high
lighting the region!s traditions. 
Handicraft and COllage industries 
in and around in Mustang will held 
an exhibition where items will be 
on sale. _ 

A fashion show will carl)t 
first prile of Rs 3,000. while the 
first and second runners-up will 
take Rs 2.500 and Rs 2,000 respec
tively. A cultural show will be held 

C!!:.....~_~!:..J!!!!!!!!!'--'::.....~_-='-__ ~..:.......:._ ...... .:.::.......:.i..l:.....;-'~.....:...;. __ :...........Jas part of the festival. Cash priles 
~Iules carrying goods in Mustang: A hidden land _______ ofR, 10.000. Rs7,500andRs5.000 

TOURISM 

Feasting In Mustang 
A long sec! uded region of the kingdom hopes to draw 
tourists through a three-day festival 

By AKSHAY SHARMA 

K nown unli I a decade ago as "The 
Lost and Forbidden Kingdom", 

north-western district of Mustang is or
ganizing a festival that coincides with 
the annual pilgrimage (0 Muktinath. The 
shrine. revered by Hindus and Bud
Jhi,,, alike, is located where, according 
to legend. Lord Shi va sought solace 
after the loss of his first wife. 

The road to Mustang. which is one 
01' Nepalis trans-Himalayan districts. 
~ocs through Pokhara. It is a three-day 
pleasant walk from IJeni LO Jomsom. 
Airlines ofl'er direct Ilights to Jomsom 
and tickets can he bought through travel 
agencies. 

The Nepal Tourism Board and 
Muktinath village development are or-

t4 

ganizing three days of activities called 
the "Mustang Festival" from October I 
to 3 10 draw domestic and international 
tourists. 

There arc 23 hotels in Jomsom, with 
660 beds and 185 attached bathrooms. 
There arc also 103 rooms available with
out these facilities. Operators of these 
accommodat ions arc providi ng a 25- per
cenl discount during the festival. 

Horses can he hi red to sce such 
local sites as Marpha. Tukche. Kowang 
Lete, Kagbeni and Muktinath. The or
ganizers will give a prize of one kilo
gram of apples for every tourist visiting 
the festival. They will also offer one 
free meal and free accommodation to 
people from the Tourist Guide Associa
tion and invited guests. 

Also known as the Muktinath Fes-

wi 11 be awarded to the top three 
participants. A consolation prize of Rs 
2.500 has also been sel. 

A football match will be held in 
which the winner will take away Rs 
5.000. Those in second and third places 
will get Rs 2.500 and Rs 2.000. A bow
and-arrow shooting competition carries 
prizes of Rs 3, 000. Rs 2.500 and Rs 
2,000 for the top three contestants. 
Shooting with bow and arrow is an old 
"Thakali" custom. 

A horse-riding conlest carrying cas 1 

prizes of Rs I.son and Rs 1.000 each for 
the top two winners will be part of the 
festivities. The "Dumla Tal" marathon 
race will carry Rs 3.000 and Rs 2.500 in 
rirst and second prizes. The organizers 
pledge to give health and education 
special priority during the events. 

A special tree-plantation program 
for tourists and photography and art 
competitions arc also to be organized. 
The top three winners in the photo con
test will receive Rs 2.000. Rs 1,500 and 
Rs 1,000 in prizes. The painting compe
tition carries the same amount in prizes. 

A long secluded region of Nepal is 
opening its arms to visitors from Nepal 
and abroad, showcasing another facet 
of the rich heritage of (he kingdom .• 
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TOURISM 

AVIATION INDUSTRY 

Struggle For Survival 
Domestic airlines are in disarray following the lll
crease in insurance costs 

aviation expert s, thecOSlS may go higher 
if the United States. as anticipated, leads 
a Western attack on Afghanistan in pur
suit of terrori sm suspec t Osama bin 
Laden. 

In South Asia. the highest insur
ance surcharges are on Sri Lanka-bound 
ilights. After Tamil rebe ls launched a 
daring attack on the countryfs main in
ternational airport in June. destroying By A CORRESPONDENT to recovery. However, the nature of the about a third ur the national carrierfs 

impact the increased fare will bring re- rtecl, insurance companies have put I f everything goes well, private ai r- mains to be seen. "If the situation goes Colombo ill the high-risk category. line operators will increase their fare unchanged. obviously, we won't have to Frequent accidents of domest ic air-an equivalent of US$ 4 in Nepalese be worried. Despite the cancell ations craft in Nepal. 100. have sellt wrong per passenger. After the terrorist [of tourist bookings in the aftennath of signals in the international insurance allacks in the United States on Septem- the US attacksJ, the trend of touri st ar- market. After a rise in the number of ber 11. insurance companies around the rivals is encouraging," says Basnel. domestic accident in 1998 and 1999. world have increased their su rcharges The increase in the insurance sur- insurance companies started to charge by several folds. forcing carriers to pass charge will continue to affect the fares more premiums in Nepal. on part of the rise to the passengers. of international nights. According to To survive in what has become an Although international air- in creasingly tight business envi-li nes. including Royal Nepal Air- , ____________________ ...., ronment. most private airlines have lines. have already added the sur- already stancd to reduce the fre-charge. depending upon the num- quencies of their Ilights. hoping to ber of aircraft in their ileet, do- save tens of thollsands of rupees. meslic private airlines are doing Somcairiincsareplanninglosharc so now. "We have already re- codes while others are considcr-quested the government to take ing merger plans. the necessary decisions lO share For most private airlines. sur-our burden," says Birendra vival ilselfhasbccomconcoftheir Basnet, managing director major concerns. With tourist ar-BuddhaAir. "The airlines haveto rivals declining and insurance 
rt imposing additional sur- Buddha AIr prices. f",, 1 pricesandairpon laxes charges very soon," 

soaring. by a cumulative 500 per-With re latively low tourist f , tt, cent, according tosomccslimatcs. arrivals over the last two years, carriers are findIng it virtually im-Nepal's private airlines were al- possible to go alone. ready in the doldrums. They rc- I f Lnuri~ts contin ue la cancel sponded by. among other things. their booking at this rate. some lowering the frequency of Ilights. airlines may simply be forced out Because of the strong competi- of business. Others would have to tion among the private airline op- merge to reduce costs. Airli ne era tors generated by the ; managers have already begun governmentfs open-skies policy studying various ways or reduc-in theearJy 1990s. fares could not ing operating and ove rhead ex-be increased. Now, with the cost penses. of risk insurance increasing by The recent terrorist attacks in several folds,privateajrlineshave New York City" and Washington been forced to add a surcharge on DC have compounded the woes of passengersf tickets. the Ncpalcse aviation sector. which Unlike lhe previous two was already battered by the six-months, Nepalfs airlines' year-old Maoist insurgency and a Private airlines: Feeling the heat has gradually moved on the path ______________ _ _______ series of adverse events. • 
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NEPALESE ECONOMY 

Victim Of 
Global 
Uncertainty 
The political and economic shock waves of the September 11 
terrorist attacks on the United States continue to reverberate 
across the world. Thanks to its efforts toward liberalization and 
openness over the last decade, Nepal can't remain isolated fro 
the latest developments. As the government is still assessing the 
situation and the private sector already feeling the heat, con
certed efforts need to be launched to cope with the aftermath and 
the enduring challenges 

By BHAGIRATH YOGI 

W
hat could be a more fitting 
symbol of solidarity and 
nationalism for a grief
stricken country than its 

national flag? As the demand for the na
tional flag soared in the United States 
after the terrorist attacks at the centers of 
the country , s economic and military might 
last month, a little-known company in 
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Shanghai ran its factory round the clock to 
supply Americans with the emblem of 
their patriotism. 

For Ranbaxy, a leading pharmaceuti
calcompany in India,demand for its broad
spectrum antibiotic rnedicin e- cifran
also soared as the United States and other 
countries feared a chemical or biological 
attack by terrorists. Ironically , 
theSeptember II terror attacks in the 
United States presented both economic 

opportunities and challenges across the 
globe. 

For a small , impoverished economy 
at the foothills of the Himalayas thou
sands of miles away. the tremors came in 
the fann of faxes reaching trave l agency 
offices and hoteliers announcing the can
cellations of guests. Industry sources esti
mated (hat some 15 to 40 percent of the 
bookings in the hotels have been canceled 
over the last three weeks. "Initial esti-
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mates pUlthc losses li kely to be incurrcd 
by thc hotelicrs at around Rs 300 million." 
said Narendra Bajracharya. President of 
Hotel Association of Nepal (HAN). 

The terrorist altacks in the United 
States. whi ch killed more than 6.000 
people and injured thousands of others, 
could not have come a worse time fOT 
Nepal 's travel trade sector. As entrepre
neurs and officials were anticipating good 
sales after the sustained disturbances over 
.. last tWQ years, international travel 
. mped, s triking a big blow at the avia
tion and tourism industry. Insurance pre· 
miums went up and there have been de
lays in cargo shipments. 

Naturally, the first victim of the worst 
ten'orist attacks in history was the move· 
ment of people and goods. Though the cost 
of freight has declined marginally for the 
time being, expo'ners are wOITied about the 
slump in demand in the US market and 
failure to deliver products on time, among 
other things. Suffering from a number of 
problems for the last few months, the 
readymade garment industry --one of the 
highest foreign exchangeeamers for Nepal 
- had to bear a body blow after tile attacks 
(See Box). From tourism to ganiient and 
from hand icrafts to foreign direct invest
ment. everything is going to be affected in 
Ihe aftennath of the disturbances in tile 
biggest economy in the world. 
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"Even foreign aid to Nepal might 
decline if the full -scale war starts in the 
near future." said Dr. Govinda Bahadur 
Thapa. an economist at the Nepal Rastra 
Bank (See Box). Considered as the engine 
of world growth during the 1 990s. Ihe 
slowdown in the US economy had already 
started si nce late 2000. According 10 The 
Economist magazine, business investment 
in the Uni ted States had fallen sharply and 
industrial production shrank by 4.8 per
cent by August. Unemployment crept up 
only slowly to begin with, butthe ri se had 
recemly begun lO accelerate, going from 
4.5 percent to 4.9 percent between July 
and August this year. 

As the 1110st lavish consumers in the 
world would be lightening their purse 
slrings. fearing a fu ll-scale war to break 
out any time soon in the inhospitable 
terrain or Afghanistan. exports from all 
over the world are like ly to shrink. The 
slowing of the economy in the United 
States and Japan would have an impac t in 
the markets worldwide. For Nepal. the 
escalation of the connict in the Middle 
East could result in the return of Nepalese 
laborers. Icading to a significant reduc· 
tion in the now of remiuances. 

The latest c ri sis showed that unlike 
unt.il a few years back. Nepal cou ld no 
longer sit back when serious disruptions 
emerge in the world economy. Thanks 10 

its growing integration into the global 
economy, the cou ntry is affected by tur
moi l in the international economic sys
tem . 

Unfonunately. the latest disturbances 
have come at a time when business confi
dence is said to be at OIl C or its lowest ebbs. 
No new investment is cOIn ing. consumer 
demand has not gone lip and trade has not 
expanded within and out<;idc the country 

because oflhe Maoist insurgency over Ille 
las t few years. The recent srr(:c of extor
tion, stri kes and disturhances unleashed 
by the Maoists in different P"f\; o f the 
country, including the capital. had robbed 
whatever conlicicncc Nepalese business
men had in the count ry's law-and-order 
situation. Moreover. irresponsible remarks 
and demands by some opposition panies, 
including the Ncpal Sadbhavana Party 
and Rastriya Prajatanlra Party. for the 
imposition of ceilings On privmc properly 
resulted in a massive capital night from 
the county. Up to Rs 6 bi llion. most ly in 
Indiall and con\'crtiblecurrency, may have 
left the country in the past few weeks, said 
sources. Though the oUlflow of money 
did not have any significant impact be
cause of sll~o ng foreign cun'cney reserves 
in the coun try. it showed how vulnerable 
the Nepalese economy was. 

Rece nt reports say the Nepalese 
economy was not doi ng that bad over the 
last few years. According 10 a report pub
li shcd by Ihe International Monetary Fund 
(rMF), the macroeconomic performance 
of the Nepalese econoll1) has been satis
factory during the past two years. Overall 
real GDP growth (at market pnces) surged 
from 4 percen t in 1998/9910 6 percent in 
1999/2000. led by improved ag ricultural 
performance and strong exports. Growth 
is estimated to have eased to 5 percent in 
2000/01. owing to the dampening erfocts 
of higher oil prices and a marked dec line 
in tourism due to domestic disturbances. 
Consumer price inllalion fell to under I 
percent in the 12 months to mid-2000 and 
remained below 4 percent during the fol· 
lowing year, wi th abundant food supplies 
offsetting the effects of higher energy 
prices. 

The external position was generally 
ravorable in 1999/2000 and 2000/01. with 
the current account close to balance and a 
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War or No War, Nepalese Economy 
Will Suffer 

• NARENDRA K. BASNY AT 

As Preside", of Nepal-USA Chamber of COllllllerce alldr---::;c:;:----..,I 
Illdus/n' (NUSACCI). NARENDRA KUMAR BASNYAT, is 
flyillg his best to promote trade and investment between rlie 
(11'0 cOllntries. He spoke to SPOTLIGHT 011 the likely impact 

o!recem rerroristattacks in the US 011 the Nepaleseecollo111)'. 
Excel])/s: . 

What are the major areas that are likely to be hit? 
Definitely, tourism is'one of the prominent sectors that 

will be hit due to recent attacks in the US. It is because large 
number of tourists visit Nepal every year. No we should look w. ..... _ 
to Europe,and other co~nlfies. as well. Once the tourism sector is hit, it will have impact 
on the entire economy including employment, foreign exchange earning and even sales 
of agricultural produces. Hotels may be forced to layoff their employees. Tn the export 
front, ready made garments were facing problems on the US front due to other reasons. 
Now the problem may aggravate. It will have cumulative impact especially On a 
country like us. 

What will happen if the war breaks out? 
Now we have. seen people suffering from fear psychosis. Once the war breaks out 

people would try to avoid international travel as much as possible. There have becn 
reports that the premium on insurance have gone up. It will have dir"ect bearing on 
Nepalese airlines as well. It will also affect domestic flights. Whether war or no war 
Nepalese economy will certainly suffer. ' 

How do you see the prospects of minimizing such impact? 
It will depend largely on how the international community responds to the menace 

of te lTorism. Individually. there is very little that Nepal could do. 
Amid recent crisis, what needs to be done to make our economy competitive? 
For quite sometjrne now, our economy has failed la take a definite direction due to 

internal political problems. The recent disturbances in the US will further aggravate the 
problem. Internally. the security issue has had very bad impact on the process of 
Industnalizatlon In Nepal. The government needs to take steps to boost the level of 
confidence among the business community. There should be reinforcement in the 
economic activities within the country. Financial Sector Reforms should be pushed 
further and domestic investors should be assured that the government will provide every 
support to them. The government must play a pro-active role to boost the confidence or 
the pri vale sector. 

US Investment in 

Type of Industries 
I. Agriculture and Forestry 
1. ManufaclUring 
3. ElecuicilY, Water, Gas 
4. Hotel & Resort 

No. of Industry 
1 

5. Transport & Communication 

23 
2 
20 
5 
21 

72 
6. Service Industries 

Total 
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Aug. 2001) 

Total Project Cost 
334.0 
2624.32 
4868.99 
1759.94 
129266 

728.27 
11608.19 

(in million Rs) 
Foreign Investment 

7.00 
1280.29 
1088.54 

313.28 
535.31 
214.38 

3438.79 

(Source: Depl. of Industry) 

steady increase in reserves. Aided by strong 
exports and increased remittances, gross 
official reserves reached $946 million in 
199912000. Executive directors of the IMF 
noted that the primary challenge facing the 
Nepalese authorities would be lo achieve 
strong growth on a sustainable basis 10 

reduce the continued high level of povel1y. 
"This w ill require comprehensive 

structural refoml and substantial foreign 
aid, together with pol.itical stability and 
internal security." With the Maoist rebels 
agreeing to observe 'cease fire' with the 
government forces since July this year, 
Nepalese economy was expecting a pe 
dividend. 

As the negotiaLions are yet to show 
signs of a lasting peace and stability, 
businessmen are adopting a postureo[ wait 
and see. "We have put on hold all the 
decisions regarding new investments," said 
a leading industrialist, on condition ofano
nymity. "I don ' t see the bright prospects for 
the Nepalese economy at least for the next 
couple of years." 

Officials on their part are still trying 
to become optimistic . "The government is 
assessing latest developments within the 
country and abroad and will take mea
sures, as necessary," said Finance Minis
ter Dr. Ram Sharan Mahi.lt. (See 
Interview). 

Businessmen, too, a!;!ree. "Reviving 
the business confidence should be the .... 
priority of the governme nt," said Naren Cl. 

K. Basnyat, President of lhe Nepal-USA 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry . 
Added Narendra Bajracharya, the HAN 
President. "The government should intro
duce a package program without fUl1hcr 
delay. If the tourism is hit, it will have a 
snowball effect on all sectors of the 
economy." 

Diversirying market, both for exports 
and tourism, would go a long way in pro
motingNepal's interests, say entrepreneurs. 
Irrapped properly. the latest tragedy could 
also come as a blessing in disguise for 
Nepal, Ihey say. For example. some 20 
million Japanese go on hol idays around the 
world, most of them to the United States, 
every year. "As they will be diverting to 
Asian destinations this year due to distur
bances in the United States, Nepal could 
benefit a lot only if we could tap on ly 0.5 
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percent of that number {that is, around 
100.000 tourists)." said Hari Man Lama. 
managing director of Incen tive Tours and 
Travels. "BOlh the government and private 
sector should launch aggressivcmarkcling 
campaign in Japan and other East Asian 
countries lO lap this opportunity," 

Officials have been talking about di
versifying the Nepalese export market 
(al so known as the two country-two prod
uct syndrome) to reduce excessive depen
dence of the rcadymade galment sector on 
the Uni ted States and that of hand-woven 
carpet on Gennany for quile sometime 

but nothing concrete has emerged so 
This means that we should be focus
on long-term planning and manage

ment rather than resorting to knee-jerk 
react ions. Obviously, the long-teml plan
ning would require close assessment of 
thechanging world scenario and position
ing Nepal in a filling manner. 

Officials as well as the business com
munity are won·ied about the timing and 
intensity of the conflict as well as the 
response from the Taliban regime in Af
ghanistan and other Muslim countrics. 
The Ilucluution in the oil price and distur
bances in the markets where Nepalese 
laborers are working, especially in the 
Middle East, could have a far-reaching 
impact on Nepal. Nepal had to rescue its 
workers from the Arabian countries dur
i g the Gulf War in 1991. With an esti -

cd 200,000 Nepalese working in Gulf 
countries today, the impact could be more 
severe. say analysts. 

"An all-out war would have a serious 
impact on Nepalis working abroad as well 
as on the supply and price of o il.· ' sa id Dr. 
Govinda Thapn. "We might even have to 
face a oil shock as was the case in the late 
eighties." 

With the growing integration of Nepal 
into the world economy, the country can 
no longer afford to remain an idle specta
tor in the world scenario. Whether it is 
foreign relations, strategic matters oreco
nomic issues, Nepal needs to careful ly 
formulate policies and strategies to deal 
with emerging crises. Of course, there 
will be a need for close public-private 
partnership to address such problems by 
bridging the crisis of confidence that cur
rently seems to exist between the two .• 
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'It Could Have A Far-Reaching And Seriousl 
Impact On The Nepalese Economy' 

- Dr. GOVINDA B. THAPA 

Vice Principal at the Bankers Training Cellfer of Nepal RaSfra 
Blink. DR. GOV1NDA B,lflADUR TlfAPA keel'shilllse/fabreasl 
oflatesr dnelopmell[sarolllld 'he lI'orld and flieirlikely iwptlct 01/ 
flie Nepalese ecollomy. /-le spoke to SPOTLIGHT nil re/wed 
issues. Excerpts: 

Whatdo you think would be the impact of'recenl tcrrorist 
attacks in Ihc US on the Nepalese eCClllomy? 

As the shock waves have spn.::ad around the world after the 
terrorist attacks in the US, I visualile a far-reaching and serious 
impact on the Nepalese economy as well. I f the US decided to 
execute war it can have morc seriolls and long reaching impact. Onc 
of the major sectors being affected by the recent development will be the n::adymade ganncllts 
that had established itself as the-top export product from Nepal. Second, there arc indications 0 
significant reduction in the number of tourists coming from tht! US and Europe. Third, 
multilateral agent.:ies like the World Bank and IMF and other organizations hav~ cdnccleLi all 
their international meetings in the aftennath of the attacks. 11 will ha\'(~ adverse impm;t on the 
tourism. Fourth, as the US and European governments will be divclting their resources for 
rescuing sectors like airlines affected after the attacks and tow·ards financing lhl' war. there might 
be substantial reduction in the foreign grants that wc were receiving. Tht.! long-tenn IlllpUl.:t on 
our et.:onomy wi ll also depend on magnitude. foclIs and celller of the war. among others. 

Could it have some impact on the flow or remithmcc to Nepal'l 
We don·t have much reminanc:e coming from the US and other European countries as the 

cost of living is high there and numbaofNcpalese working is also rdatively small. The main 
source of remittance (other than India) is the Middle East and South East Asian countries. If 
war escalates in Afghanistan, Nepalese workers from the Middle East could return out of 
insecurity. If the supply of oil is disturbed we could also face a situation of coil shock' as was the case in 1974 and 1979. 

So, what could be done to mitigate such impacl? I 
In temlsoftourism. we should facusan countries lik~ India, Japan. Korea etc. and launch 

aggressive marketing campaigns there. We ~hould immediately go for market diversilication 
in case of the readymade garments. We should explore if wc can send Nepalese gannenl:- to 
countries like Australia, Korea. Japan. South East Asian and European countrie~. As: we will I not begetting more grants, the government shouhJ go on trimming li S expenditure. We should 
be more consciolls on the fiscal management. Though wc don· t need 10 wurry on the front of 
foreign exchange reserves, export and inflation, import has failed to increase thus having I impact on the re,·cnuc collect ion. industrial production imd other a(.'livilies in the market. As 
our market is focused in urban areas only recem disturbances like extortion. strike ell:. have 
had impact 011 the industrial production. There haven' tbeen additional economic acti \iIICS due 
to global economic s!owdown, deteriorating law and order and political instability. So !";'Ir as 
the war is concerned, we are helpless. But in order 10 insulate the economy from the problcn1s 
created within the country there should be attempts to end the on-going govcrnml':nl-Maoist 
talks in a positi\'e way. Otherwisc. our economy could hit the rock bottom. 

Do you mean that the domestic factors are more crucial'! 
Of course. Deciding factor in the Nepalese economy is domestic raclOr~ though inflation I and interest rates here are very much affected by the same in India. This year the agrkulture 

production is good. In order to create an environment for investment. the government could 
bring out acrisis management package. It should focus 011 increasing production. increase both 
import and exports and create employment opportunities. There will not be long term 
inveSl!llenL from the private sector now as it is adopting the policy of wait and see. The I investment wi ll not come unless the current political cont roversy is settled. • 
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GARMENT INDUSTRY 

Terror Fallout 
The collapse of the twin towers seven seas away is having an 
adverse affect on Nepal's economy, particularly garment exports 

By SANJAYA DHAKAL 

U daya Raj Pandey is an unhappy 
man today. Having pumped in mil

lions of rupees into hi s new gannenl fac
tory in Kapanjust last year, Pandey is now 
lamenting that investment decision. His 
faclory has no work at least until Decem
her. 

The general secretary of the Garment 
A»oeiat ion of Nepal (GAN) and propri
eLOr ofSercncGanncnt Industries, Pandcy 
says he and other members of his trade 
ha,'c hecn I iteraJly "pushed to the wal\" by 
the se ries of national and international 
events over the last six months. 

The latest event to hit them is none 

other than the terrorist atlacks in the United 
Slales. America being the single 
largest imponcr of Nepalese 
garments. any ch3ngc in the 

economy there is likely 10 have 
a cascading effect here. 

11 is e~pccially strange 10 

Sl!C Pandey in such depressed 
mood al lili s lime of year. This 
is the season when spri ng book
ings !'olarl in the United. Slates. 
"This IS the lime when 75 per
cent nf the lotal demands used 
to t:ome by. But now with the 
recession selling in the United 
States. wc are left in the lurch," 
said Pandey. 

In fact. the worries of 
Nepalese garment producers did 
not start with the September I1 
terrorist attacks. They were al
ready feeling pressure arter the 
US Congress passed the Afri
can bill last year. making it 
easier for developing coun tries 
in that con tjncnl to export gar
ments to US markets. As the 

at a disadvantage because of their high 
transportation costs (the added cost of 
delivering the products to the nearest sea
pOl~), they were taken aback by the deci
sion. 

Compounded by the attitude ofind if
[erence exhibited by government officials. 
gannent producers were pushed closer to 
the brink of collapse by insecurity and 
labor disgruntlement related to Maoist 
activities. Just as they were hoping to 
make acomcback, the final kick , it seems, 
has arrived. 

Al ready 80 percent of the gannent 
factories have closed down and 40,000 
people have los t the ir jobs. Last year, 
garments worth Rs 14 billion to 15 billion 
were exported. "'Vc expect that wi ll come 

Nepalese garment producers are Ready-made garments: On the wane 
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down by half this year," Pandey said. He 
added that if the situation does not im
prove, all the garment industries would 
close by the cnd of the year. "There has to 
be an urgent move by the government to 

help us sail through this period of uncer
tainty," Pandey added, complaining that 
the authorities were too preoccupied in 
their dialogue with the M aoists to take any 
notice of' the coun try's economy. 

Agrees ShynITI Agrawal , managing 
director of' Worldlink Communication . 
"It seems our leaders have no time to 

address the bleak economic situation. They 
are always busy in politics:' Agrawal sav..~ 
that the fallout of terrori't attacks in l. 
United States may not be very bad for the 
information technology sector in Nepal, 
"since we are not doing much business 
with the US". Even then. companies pro
viding IT-enabled services like medical 
transcription and call centers would suffer 
if the recession in the United States con
tinues for lOo long. 

Finance -Minister Ram Shamn Ma
hat. too, seems worried at the negative 
consequences of the terror auacks. "In the 
aftermath of the terrorist attacks in New 

York and Washington DCon Sep
tember I I . things have worsened 
further. Tourist arri vals have gone 
down suddenly when it was in the 
process or recovery. Hotels and 
trave l agencies arl! receiving c -
cellations. Tourism revenue 
down. La~t month's overall rev
enuccollcction was lower than the 
same period last year," Or. Mahat 
to ld SPOTLIGHT (Sce Interview). 

"Tourism has already been 
affected. Now our exports will be 
affectelL as you know the United 
States is the largest buyer in the 
global marketplace. Particularly. 
our garment industry will be badly 
hit. Wc are having problems in 
competing with products from 
Africa and other countries in the 
US market. It would be more dif
ficult as confidence among con
sumers is very low at this mo
ment. When consumer spending 
goes down, it will affect the whole 
economy," said the finance min-
ister. • 
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EDUCATION 

Learning Again 
Nepalis educated abroad have not been able to unleash 
their full potential for the progress of the country 

By AKSHAY SHARMA 

Over the decades. thousands of 
Nepalis have returned to the CQun

. after completing their educatio n 
~ad. Their destinations are as diverse 
as lheir disciplines. These people have 
been exposed la and immersed in diverse 
ethos and se tlings. Then you pause to 
ponder: how has this fu sion of inte rna
tional experience affected the coumry? 

"Nepalis have been going abroad for 

coun try? "The proble m formany of these 
people is to unlearn whatever thcy have 
learned abroad." says another expert. 
'They have to rc-educate themsel ves and 
change their outl ook IOward the state and 
the world." 

Those who studied in former com
munist countries had tu secure a pass 
mark in courses on Marxisl-Leninist po
li tical ideology and philosophy, which 
have len a lasting impact on them. Such 
oriental ion was not particularly valued 

education for a long time and r----t:=====:::=Il"!!J"----: they have been exposed to 
different models of the teach
Ing-learning experience," 
says Sayeed Nabeed Shah. 
who has a bachelors degree in 
engineering from Karachi. Pa
kistan. "Nepalis have studied 
in capitalist and communist 
coun tr ies. Instead of using 
their education for the coun
I.' however, many seem to 
I their outlook and ide
ologies more important than 
the nati o nfs interest:' 

Statistics indicate that lL.AL __ .... 

was more attuned to the development 
thrus t of the Nepalese government. "The 
main quality that differentiates Nepalis 
from citizens of so many of our ne igh
boring countries is that we have the abil
ity to adapt to any cul ture," an expert 
says. 

"Most of ou r bigger neighbors main
tained link s with the British empire that 
Nepalis fought hard to stay out of. Our 
young citizens have had con tacts with 
continental Europe as well as with the 
British Isles," the expert adds. 

Nepali student s abroad have been 
witnesses to major moments of history, 
such as the decline and fall of the Soviet 
Union and the economic upsurge in 
China. Many Ncpalis educated in these 
countries have lived th rough the process 
of rapid transfonnalion and arc well ac
quainted with the challenges and oppor
tunities change brings." another expert 

says. 
"People familiar with West

ern liberal socictiescan understand 
the dynamics of democratic plu
rali sm in Nep"!. but they will be 
perplexed to sce the King of Nepal 
neither as powerful as the British 
monarch nor as decisive as the 
president of thc United States be
cause of the peculiarities or our 
constitution," the expert adds. 

people educated in the former Children in a class·room : Better educat ion. better future 
Sov iet Union . Eastern Eu-

"The core of democracy is 
freedom of speech. In the West, 
public opinion and popular pres
sure are catalysts of change. In 
develop ing count ries like Nepal. 
people are free to express them
selves, but the leadership is not rope, China and Pakistan. among other 

countries. have come back in greater 
numbers. On the other hand. a large num
her of those w ho have stud ied in West 
have chosen to stay back in hopes or a 
beller life. 

A s izeable pool of Nepali profes
sionals is familiar with diverse socio
economic and political models and cul
tures of the world. "Nepal is that have 
gone for studies in the West Ifave lived 
together with the work ethi cs and the 
ethos_ This builds a soc ial concept in 
human beings.'- an expert says. 

But what good have they done to the 
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in the political environment before 1990. 
Nepalis have been going abroad for 

st udies for several decades. The current 
trend started in 1958, when the first 
Nepalis began arriving in the. Soviet 
Union, Eastern Europe states and. later, 
China under government and c ultural 
exchange programs. As admissions to 
Indian insti tutions became harder to get, 
many Nepalis opted for higher education 
in a wide range of subjects in sociali st 
countri es. 

Many Nepalis also had the opportu
nity to study in places like Egypt and 
Thailand. where the education sys te m 

under tremendous pressure to follow the 
public voice." says another expert. 

This difference breeds a sense of 
despair thal is manifested in the division 
of foreign-educated Nepa lis on the basis 
of the ethos and culture of the cou ntry 
they were trained in. "At a time when 
Ncpalis should have been united in the 
cause of development, these differences 
s tand in the way o f progress," the expert 
adds. Nepal has an abundant pool of 
human talent molded in diverse sClIings. 
but there is no melting POl. We slill have 
to learn how to make best use of thi s 
resource, • 
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INTERVIEW 

In the after
math of the 
terrorist at
tacks in New 
York and 
Washington 
DC on Sep
tember Il , 
things have 
worsened 
further. Tour
ist arrivals 
have gone 
down sud
denly when if 
was in the 
process of 
recovery. 
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'Despite The Gloom, The Fundamentals 
Of The Economy Are Still Sound' 

Fil1Qm:e Minister Dr. RAM SHARAN MA HA T isolle of 
rhe promillent second-generatioll leaders of fhe ruliflg 
Nepal; COllgress. Dr. Mahm, who is also a melllbel'o/Ihe 
lJClrf)"scelltral committee, spoke foKESHAB POUDEL 
011 critical ecollomic alld political isslles of the day. 
Etce,pts: 

now do you assess the overall economic perfor
mance or the country? 

The economic picture at thi s particular moment is 
not good. BUI the fundamentals of the economy are sti ll 
sound. If yOll look at the performance over the last two 
years, all indicators including the growth of Gross Do
mestic Product. export and inflation rate have been 
favorable. The inflation rate this year has been the lowest 
in many years, In recem years, exports have also made a 
phenomenal growth. The overall GDP growth rate has 
been around 6 percent. 

These are quite good indicators. However, the situ
ation at this time is not very good. This is because of both 
internal and external reasons. Internally, the security 
situation has not been good because of the problems 
created by the Maoi st activities and because of the 
unfortunate incident at the Royal Palace on June I. The 
Maoists are extorting money. They have burned down a 
liquor factory and are provoking workers wirh unneces
sary demands. Threats, extortion and intimidation are 
crearing chaos in the investment climate. That is the most 
worrisome part, In the aftermath orthe terrorist attacks in 
New York and Washington DCon September 11, things 
have worsened further . Tourist arrivals have gone down 
suddenly when it was in the process of recovery. Hotels 
and travel agencies are receivh".l.g cancellations. Touri sm 
revenue is down. Last momll's overall revenue collec
tion was lower than the same period laslyear. At the same 
time , expenditure for security and other purposes is 
increasing. 

The tourism industry has suffered badly and 
exports have declined. It is reported that billions of 
rupees have been withdrawn and nown out of the 
country. In such a situation, how do you hope to meet 
your budget proposals? 

Definitely, the si lUation is bad. If the present trend 
continues, it would be difficult to meet the budget pro
pr)sals and we would have to revise our estimates. I hope 
that the situation will improve. 

I am optimistic that things will return to normal. If 
the pressure on security expenditure increases and the 
decline of revenue collection continues, then we would 
need to review our budgetary expenditure. We may come 
out with something different. It is, however, too early to 
come to conclusions now. 

In such a dismal economic situation, isn't it 
paradoxical that new banks are being opened in 
Nepal? There is justifiable curiosity in the minds of 
the people as to why they are coming. What do you 

- Dr. RAM SHARAN MAHA T 

say? 
The fact that new banks are comi ng indicates hope 

for the furore, Nobody is going to waste their money if 
there is no hope and confidence for future. Opening a 
bank means a minimum capital investment of Rs 500 
million. The central bank has new statutory nonns and 
regulations on capital cover. capital adequacy ratio and 
so many things. The banks may not be as prolitabtt ~ 
they have been in the past. Even in the present silUa~ 
people are coming up with big amounts of money in the 
banking sector. This means the present phase is per
ceived as temporary. Thc economy has a bettcr future. 

'Vhal is the state of programs initiated to im
prove the two largest commercial banks? Isn-t the 
pace too slow? 

Tt has been slow for technical and other reasons. 
Earlier there were problems with management. trade 
unions and boards. Now we have a problem because Ihc 
financial bids that have bcen opened look outrageously 
high, They are two times higher than the original esti
mate. It would not be easy for us to take such a mount of 
money in the form of loan 10 provide expatriate service. 
The cost of technical service is outrageously high. These 
are problems we have with respect to management con
tract ofRastriya Banijya Bank and Nepal Bank Limited. 
Other aspects of financial reform have taken place al
ready, Prudential nonns have been applied. Other mea
sures are being implemented. 

'''hat is the government doing to use money lying 
idle in the banks? 

The whole problem is confidence in the eeon 
One of the objectives of my budget is 10 revive con \
dence in the economy and create a proper investment 
climate, which will encourage investors 10 borrow from 
the bank and start investing. Again, recent events have 
put a damper on our efforts. We are nevertheless making 
efforts to bring about improvement and L am sure Ihat 
Ihere will be revival of business confidence very soon. 

How do you see the problem of unsettled ac~ 
counts? \,yhy isn't the government making efforts to 
recover the money? 

The government has been dOing its best to reduce 
unsettled accounls.lfyou look at the Auditor-General's 
report, you can see certain improvements in the pattern. 

How do you see Nepabs foreign debt, which has 
been increasing every year. Doesn't the government 
need to do something serious about it? 

The national debt has increased, but it is a natural 
phenomenon of any developing country. Our capacity to 
repay debt has also increased. We will repay approxi
mately 15 billion rupees in debt thi s year. We have been 
paying on time, including interest and service. We are a 
good client. Our debt servicing as a percentage of our 
export earnings is still low compared to those of other 
developing countries. The settled figures this year as a 
ratio of total outstanding unsettled figures has gone 
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INTERVIEW 

increased. It is at a manageable level. 
\Vhich sector of economy will be atTected the most 

by the recent terrorist attacks in the United States? 
Tourism has already been affected. Now our ex· 

ports will be affected. as you know the U1Iited Stales is 
the largest buyer in the global marketplace. Part icularly. 
our garment indu ~try will be badly hi!. We arc having 
problems in compet ing w ith products from Africa and 
other countri es in the US market. It would be more 
difficult as confidence among consumers is very low at 
thi s moment. When consumer spending goes down, it 
will affect the whole economy. 80th consumer and 
investment confidence have suffered. It will affect most 
a$peCI~ of our modern 5eclOr. 

Does this mean the government is fully aware of 
the situation and is taking steps to safeguard the 
public interest? 

or course. wc have been taking every step possible 
any unusua l or catastrophic si tuation in the 

sector. The government is aware of the risks 
and we are taking necessary precautionary measures. 

After the terrorist attacks in the United Sta tes, 
security has been steppt!d up all over the world. It is 
strange that the Nepalese government has not come 
out with specific progra ms. How can you assure the 
people about their security? 

Immediately afterthe inciden ts in the United States. 
the cabinet pi ssued instructions to st rengthen security 
agencies. This was an important precautionery decision 
to prevent un towa rd incidents. The Home Ministry has 
taken necessary measures and securi ty forces have been 
mobilized. 111C Ministry has not made public the details 
ofwh1ltlhey are doing. This is understandable because of 
securi ty reasons. 

Don't you think it is necessary to inform the 
people about such measures? 

Cert ain matters are confidential. All security detail s 
cannot be made public. They arc kept secret in the interest 
of the people. I am confident the country is in a position 
to prc\'ent any untoward incident . 

The Deuba government is accused of being too 
dealinj! with the Maoists. What is the reason? 

As you know. Prime Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba 
came to power on a pledge of reconciliation with the 
Maoists and he promised he would bring the Maobts to 
the negotiating table which cou ld led 10 peaceful sol ution 
In the problems. It is. therefore. natura l for Ihe govern· 
ment 10 show a soft atti tude toward the Maoists. How. 
ever. this does not mean the government is really soft in 
dealmg wi th the Maoist prob lem. It may have been seen 
as soft and conciliatory . May be people think that the 
govcrnment is soft because the Maoist has comc over
grown in the open and are holding rallies and mettings. 
On the fundamental issues. Prime Minister Dcuba and 
the government cannot be soft. 

You have also served as foreign minister. Don ' t 
you think our relations with India are not up to the 
mark? The Indians have a lready stationed thousands 
of troops along the border. What impact will thjs have 
on N~paJ ? \Vhy hasn't the government come out with 
a strong reaction on some of the nega ti ve policies of 
India toward Nepal? 

Let me clarify cerrain things. Fi rst. I don't agree 
with your contention that rel ations with India are bad. 
TIlcre have been many positi ve developments in the 
rel ati ons between the two coulltries. Forthe first time, the 
government of India has come out openly against the 
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Maoists. This is one issue Nepal has raised wi th India for 
sometime. The Maoists were enjoying sanctuary in 
India. They were being trained there and there were 
meetings and conference held on Indian soil. Many 
Maoist leaders stay in India. I had alerted the Indian 
foreign minister to this situation two years back. This is 
the first time the Indian forei gn minister has publicly 
spoken about Maoist terrorism in Nepal. I take thi s in a 
very positive sense. 

As far as the stat ioning of Indian troops aJong the 
border is concerned, I am sure the prime minister. who is 
also holding the defense and foreign portfol io. must have 
been briefed on the mall er. If the whole purpose of thi s 
deployment is to prevent criminal activities and stop 
infiltration of terrorists and transfer of arms, it has a 
positive side. It must be seen in the right pe rspecti ve. 
Since 1 am not fully knowledgeable in the subject, I dOIl't 
want to comment more on it. 

If the Maoists are getting sanctuary in India as 
well as permission to hold rallies and conferences, 
doesn ' t tJlis mean they are receiving Indian SUIJport? 

India is a big democracy and, therefore, cou ld Ilot 
prevent ralli es and meetings. Pro· Maoist organizations 
organized demonstrations in front of the Royal NcpaJese 
Embassy in New Del hi. At that time Maoists were 
launching terrorist acts inside Nepal, killing a large 
number of people and looting arms from poli ce and 
destroying their posts. extorting money and creating 
havoc in Nepal. It would appear that there is now 
increasing realization that Maoists are taking undue 
advantage from the Indian so il. This is the reason why 
measures are being taken to stop them. J was told that 
there were some arrests in West Bengal state recently. 

There is a growing feeling that the Nepali Con
gress with its weak leadership is incapable of ruling. 
Don't you think your party can produce honest and 
strong leadership? 

The Nepali Congress has many capable and honest 
leaders. l don't subsc ribe 10 the view [that it is incapable 
of governing]. Maybe we have not been able to perform 
in accordance with the expectations of the people. We 
have succeeded and also fai led. Compared 10 other 
political panics, Nepali Congress is slill the best. 

Will you be able to provide strong and capable 
leadership in the Nepali Congress? 

Of course. Why not. It is, however, for others to 
judge. But I am not in a hurry for the leadership race ri ght 
now. I have time and can wait. • 

If the 
whole purpose 

of this de
ployment is to 
prevent crimi

nal activities 
and stop infil

tration of 
terrorists and 

transfer of 
arms, it has a 
positive side. 
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'We Must Work Shoulder To Shoulder 
To Save The Tourism Industry' 

lAI DEWAN is the mallagillg director of 
the Zenith Travels, which is rile General 
Sales Agellt (GSA) of Qatar Ainvays, 
among others. A youllg and dynamic en
trepreneur, Dewan was recen(ly elected 
presidellt of Nepal Associatioll ofTrQl'el 
Agellts (NATA), He spoke to KESHAB 
POUDEL olld SANJAYA DHAKAL 011 

the issues cOII/ronting the tourism sector. 
Exce'pts: 

In the aftermath of the terrorist 
attacks in the United States, how do you 
see the future of tourism in Nepal? 

Not only the incident in the United 
States. but also events that occurred here. 
such as the June I royal massacre, will 
hamper tourist an'ivals here. The peak 
season this year has just started and I am 
in constant touch with my colleagues in 
the travel trade. They arc receiving many 
cancellations. 1 am not in a position to 
provide you with specific percentages. 
maybe the tourism board will come up 
with the figures . Some say they arereceiv
ing 20 percent cancellations. others say 15 
percent. We need to sit together to arrive 
at definite figures. 

You have just been elected presi
dentofNA TA, indeed, atdimcult time. 
What will be your priorities? 

The elec tion at NA T A coincided with 
these incidents. So I will have la face 
whatever comes. 

How would you describe the situa· 
tion of tourism in Nepal? 

At the moment, because of these se
ries of incidents, we are going through 
difficult times. There are a lot of people 
involved in the travel trade directly or 
indirectly. Be it hotels or small tea-stalls, 
all will be affec ted if the tourism sector 
suffers.'Weareall sai li,ng in the same ship. 
1f it s inks, we will all be drowned. So, to 
quote American President George Bush, 
we have to work shoulder to shoulder. 
This is the time to work shouldertoshoul-
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der in order to save the tourism industry. 
Do you have any plan to cope with 

the situation? 
[n fact, we have already started work

ing. There arc lot of incidents that arc 
beyond OUT contro l. But that does not 
mean we should keep quiet. We have to 
lake initiatives together whereby we can 
be successful. We cannot afford to sit idle. 
We, at the association, sat together last 
time and we are working with the govern
ment to negotiate some sort of package. 

especiJIly for the aviat ion seclOr. Nepal 
being a land-locked country. air access is 
of vi tal importance to tourism sector. Wc 
discussed at length and have come up with 
a proposal reques ting the govern me m to 
give some kind of concession to aviation 
in fields like navigation. landing fee and 
other charges. These will be for the time 
being, say, for five-six months. This was 
what the government of Sri Lanka did few 
momhs ago when a numberoftheir planes 
were blown offby terrorists. They waived 
the landing and navigation fees in order to 
help the airlines sa il through the troubling 
times. Now, the insurance surcharge for 

-lA! DEWAN 

airplanes has gone up, resulting in an 
increase in operating cost for airlines. In 
order toease their pain. Ihis is what we are 
planning, We hnve alrendy drafted the 
proposal and submitteu illO the Ministry 
or Tourism, Culture anu Civil Aviation. 
We are a lso trying to eOi.:ourage the min· 
ister to persuade the governmenllO . 
such package. I am confident that this 
bring about positive change to a certain 
extent. 

You must ha\'e made some prom
ises to colleagues who elected you as 
president orNATA. What are you plans 
to revitalize this sector'? 

] would not say that the previous 
executive body of the NATA did not pcr
rorm. They have performed since the be
ginning. But there is room to do more. The 
agenda wc have is 10 ,olllinue with whal 
the previolls executive hody did. We may 
add one or two pOint-. hut the. overall 
objective rcmains the same. So far. we 
have not been able to meet our objectives. 
We will work in that direl.;tion. Presently, 
the most pressing problem confronting us 
is that all travel agencies arc Ilndil 
difficult to suslain in the market because 
they have not been able to retain commis
sion they gel from nirlin~s. Travel agen
cies are being explolled. Legally it is not 
wise to share commissi on with clients. A 
similar situation exis ted in Sri Lanka a 
couple of years back. which they later 
resolved with the help of the government. 
We would also like to do that here, Once 
we get togethcr and !:o.IOp shari ng commis
sions, all the travel agencies will operate 
comfortably, The second chnllenge be
fore us is to strengthen the NATA. There 
are 600 travel agencies registered in the 
country but on ly 177 arc the members of 
NATA. We would like to expand our 
membc·rship so that our voice will be
come stronger. 

What form of government inter
vention is necessary to pull the industry 
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out of its problems? 
The government cannot afford lO keep 

quiet. Thm is why wc arc submitting the 
proposal. I would like tacite an example of 
Sri Lanka again . After the incident, they 
offered concessions to tourists also. Every 
tourist arriving was given 15 to 20 percent 
discounts on everything botel stay. shop
ping and so on. These things attract visi
tors. \¥hen1l1ailand was in recession. things 
became very cheap. Consequent ly, a nUlll

ber o f tourists tlacked there at thm time 
hecause they thought it was a good lime to 
visit the country. Thm is why the govern
ment should be acti vc. The private secLOr. 

should come up with ideas through 
wc can revive the industry. 

The gOYernments of the United 
States and other western countries are 
advising their citizens against traveling 
in this region for security reasons. In 
this situation, how should travel entre
preneurs here work to lure tourists? 

This is the main problem because 
tourists. 31 the end of the day. check their 
own government, their ow n embassies 
before visitingacountry. Anyway. L would 
not go so far as LO say that the western 
govern men ts are d iscouragi ng thei r people 
i'roTlltraveling. Just the other day. I saw on 
CNN President George Bush urging 
Americans to ll y and travel. That was 
quite encouraging. \Vejusthopethey (;omc 
out and travel. . "hc government and the private 
sector have been talking about attract
ing Chinese tourists for quite a long 
time. There is also talk of a formal 
agreement with the Chinese in this re
gard. Could you elaborate on this? 

In fact. we arc trying to expedi te this 
process. We were not so acti ve to aUract 
the Chinese touri sts because of the ab
sence of a fomlal agreement. Once the 
signing is completed, we can start pro
moting Nepal in China. The Chinese mar
kcl. indecd. looks very promising for us. 
The signin g ceremony was delayed be
cause of one thing or the other. Now there 
is going to be a trade show in late October 
in Kunming where we expe<;t the formal 
agreemcnt will be signed. 

You are also the secretary-general 
of the Board of Airlines. Do you 
have any plan to promote Nepal in the 
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international sector? 
The Board of Airlines does not do 

that but the indi vid ual carriers operat ing 
into Nepal arc already doing it. Wc arc all 
aware that marketing is very expensive. 
The govern mcnt and the private sector 
cannot afford it. But airlines have signiti
can t contributi on in selling Ncpallhrough 
thei r network all over the world 6 take. for 
examp le. Thai, which is selling Thai's 
Nepal and PIA as PIA 's Nepal. They arc 
the ones who can do thcextcnsive market
in g for our industry and the nation. 

What role has Qatar Airways been 
playing to contribute to the tourism 
sector in Nepal? 

Although I would not like to blow my 
own Ifumpe t. I have to say that Qatar 
Airways has hcen playing a significant 
rolc in promoti ng the tourism sector since 
Visit Nepal Year 1998. The year coi n
c ided with Lu fthansa pulling outo fNepa l. 
So there was a gap bet ween Europc and 
Nepal. wh ich we bridged. Qatar Airways 
has bee n gradually increasing the fre
quency of its nights to Nepal. Now we 

operate daily nights. We would verymuch 
like to increase the frequency even fur
ther. But that is subject to the approval 
from the government. \Ve were supposed 
to increase Flights si nce last June but were 
unable to get permi ssion. The si tuati on, 
now. is different, but even in season like 
th is we wi ll be operating extra flights in 
October. That is al ready 10 our sched ule. 
If you ask me the ques ti on I)ow the air li nes 
arc doing. I would reply they are doing 
very well. BUl if you ask hoteliers how 
they are doing. they will say il is disap
pointi ng. People arc bound la gel con
fused by such confl iclin g claims. But the 
si mple reason why this is a reality is 
because our hotel- roo m capacity far ex
ceeds our air-seat capacity. We have a 
smallcr air-scat capacity than the h OlCI

rooms we are offering. In fact , my mes
sage to the government is that NepOlI being 
a land-locked country, our only access is 
through the air and wc have to encourage 
more airlines to operate here. This wou ld 
also help strike a balance in the air-seat 
and hotel-room capacity levels. • 

Himalayan Travel & Tours (P) Ltd. 

We are one of Nepal's Most 
reliable, efficient and profes
sional cargo handlers. Our dedi
cated professionals can offer 
the best service in town. 
Always remember us for your 
worldwide cargo handling 
se rvice. 1!::~:!::£:~i..fi.t..t:::;";:;:i.:.!.~:..w..J 

For more information contact,' 

Himalayan Travel & Tours (P) Ltd. 
Ourbar Marg, P. O. Box 324 Kathmandu, Nepal 

Tel: 223045 ( 10 lines), Fax: 977-1-224001. SITA: KTMHITG 
e-mail: htt @ecomai l.com.np. 

URL: HTTP://www.catmando.eom/comlhll/hllindex.htm 
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REVIEW 

BOOK 

Critical Thinking 
Dr. Sharma discusses the constraints Nepal faces in its 
quest for economic development 

By KESHAB POUDEL 

Tt-the ongoing intellectual debates are any 
.l!.ntlication of the Nepalese mindsct, outsid

ers would be forced to think that agents of 
change have given up hope on development. Of 
course. not everything is right But this does not 
mean that progress is non-existent, either. 

In the last decade. m~my books have ana
lyzcd the core issues of economic and political 
development of Nepal. but only a few have 
mnde exhaustive efforts 10 bring together all 
aspects of the debate. According to the pub
lisher. ProressorGunanidhi Sharma's new book 
"Mis~ing Elements" sheds light on thede velop
melll thinking required for the realization of 
greater democracy accompanied by a sense of 
stronger nationhood and self sufficiency. 

Or Shanna's book is based on his experi
ences, insights and observations oflheNepalesc 

Nepal: MISSIIIR Elemcll1s III tile Developmellf 
Thillkillg 

Wl"ille1l by GlIIwllidhi Slwl"l//(I 

Edited by Nal'm} K(lIIellllu/ Neel"", KIIIIICI/" 
51wI"I11(/ 

Publis/led by Niralll PllbliclIliollS. Nell' Delhi. India 
Dislribll(ed ill Nepal by White Lmu.f Book Shop, 

HWJIII!WlIstfulII. Kupolldv/e. 
Price: le Rs. 295 

p(lgc!!:"232 

economy and world economy ovcrthe decades. 
From historical perspectives to geographical 
realities. Or Sharma tries to weave together 
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various aspects of the constraints and limjta
tiolls the country faces in the course of develop
ment. 

Or Sharma, a promincnt economist, Hies 
10 explain development in historical and politi
cal contexts as well. Some of hi s views are 
politically too cxtreme against the process of 
liberalization and he seems to he supportive of 
the concept of protectionism. Dlle cannot dis
pute that smaller nations like Nepal have to be 
very carcful before choosing thcir path. The 

kind of infonned debate Or Sharma I' osiers 
\vould be conducive to making such choices. 

Like most Nepalese intellectuals, Or 
Sharma IS critical of the current pace of eco
nomic dl!velopmenL He criticizes economic 
polic ies introduced in the name of development 
and cautions that haphazard choices may even
tually weaken the national fabric. Or Shanna 
discusses such issues as corruption and exploi
tation and criticizes politicians fortheir role and 
altitudes toward these ill s. 

At a time when every nation is preparing to 
enter a heavily competit ive global market. Dr 
Sharma seems cautious about this approach to 
the future. According to Or Shanna, Nepal 
needs to follow a policy that would bring pros
perity at home and would build an independent 
personality in the international fronL He dis
clIsses the concepts of liberalization. 
privatization and globalization in the Nepalese 
context where the rural-urban gap continues to 
widen. 

Nepal has achieved some progress in the 
areas of education, industrialization. agricul
ture development and infrastructure sectors. Or 
Sharmadoes not suggest how the country could 
exploit thi s development to transform society. 

"'Nepal's current state of economic affairs 
is exogenously detennined. Very little room is 
left fortheenogenisation of economic activities 
geared towards self-sustained process of eco
nomic growth. The inability of the nation to 
keep political house in order, to make effective 
efforts for neutralizing natural setbacks , to pro
mote competitive market structure and to insu· 
late the economy from disturbances originating 
across the international frontier has forced the 
economy 10 remain under low equitibrium
population trap," say editors Navaraj Kanet and 

Neelam Kumar Shanna. 
With imellecluals who are at the forefront 

ofthedevelopmenr debatcalways holding criti
cal views, sometimes it is difficult forthe people 

to even hope for progress. • 

Wildlife ill Nepal 
Written by Ri.l'lJikeslt Slwll(! {/I/d Richard M. 

Mi{c/Jelf with color plates by 
Nallda SIIIII.I'!Jer f8. RWIlI 

Publi.fhed by Nirala Pub/iC(lliomi. Ne'" Delhi 
Prices: Nor tli.lclosed 

Pi/ges: 1 .. 12 

Nature's Bounty 
A small country in terms of terri 

Nepal is rich in biological di versity. End 
in this small area is a wide varietyoftemperJ
ture zones, Oora and fauna. This is what 
Rishikesh Shaha and Richard M. Mitchell IIy 

to ex.plore in their book. 
Although Shaha writes on history and 

politics. hi s effort to explain Nepal's vaSl 
wealth offorest and wildlife is commendable. 
In a small book, the authors explain the vari
ous cJi matic zones of the country and the 
natural and biol ogical resources available in 
ellch area. 

The book, among other things, contains 
brief descriptions and anecdotes on wildlife 
along with current efforts being made to pre
serve this precious resourCe. Much of the 
information is based on field observations 
made by the authors. The color photos taken 
by Nanda Sumsher J.B. Rana beautifully de
pict many aspects of animal life. The authors 
have also described the history of hunting in 
Nepal and the challenges the sport poses to 
wildlife preservation. • 
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THE BOTTOM LINE 

By M.S.KHOKNA 

I1r SPeaker.' you have said 
ministers take bribes through the 
secretari eg· How do you k7low this? 

f1r JOl.lr'YI.Qlist, HOlJ could 
~ou forgetr! LJas a(so 

-minister 

TRANSITION 
APPOINTED: Raghunath 
Prasad Sapkota. as executive 
di rector o f the Nepa l Agricul
tural Research Counc il. 

ELECTED: Bachaspati 
Devkota (U ML). as chairper
son of the Delegated Legisla
lion Committee of the National 
Assembly, Gaura Koirara 
(UML), as chairperson of the 
Remote Area Committee of the 
Na ti onal Assembly, Ambika 
Panta Chapagain (Ne). as 
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chairperson of the Social Justi ce 
Commiuee of the National As
sembly and Janardan Acharya 
(nominated MP), as chairperson 
of the Government Assurances 
Committee. of the National As
sembly. 

HOSPITALIZED: Yubaraj 
Ghimire, editor of Kantipur 
daily, after being injured in a 
road accident. 

SELECTED: Nil Krishna 
Tamrakar , as c hairm an of 
BhaktapurTourism Development 

Comminee, by the com mittee,s 
second general convent ion. 

LEFT: Bal Bahadur KC, Min
iste r for Tourism. Cu lture and 
Civil Aviation. leading a five
member delegation, for Osaka , 
Japan. to take part in the meeting 
of World Touri sm Organization. 

DIED: Father Charlio A. Law 
S.J., former principal of SI. 
Xavier·s College. at the age of 70. 

Murari Thakur, sen ior film 
cameraman. 

API'OINTED: Nepali Congress 
act ivists Baldev Dohara and 
Gyancndra Karki and econo
mist Or. Prakash Sharan Ma
hat (mini ste r of state level) and 
journalist Shri Krishna 
Aniruddha Gautam (assistan t 
minister level), as adv isers to the 
prime minister. by Premier Sher 
Bahadur Deuba. 

ELECTED: Nepal. along with 
the Maldives. as vice-pres ident 
for South Asia. unanimously by 
the World Tourism Organiza
tion . • 
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ENTERTAINMENT 

MUSIC 

Truth Be Told 
A young trio sets out to help people share their expe
riences through music 

By AKSHAYSHARM_A ____________ _ 

"T hi s is not a commercial album, 
but rather a conceptual one. It 

is based on real storiesofNepai is here and 
abroad. Before the song ~Iarts . there is a 
narration by the person who is the story 
teller ," says Dipesh Shrestha. one of the 
originators of Yathartha (The Truth). 
"Some of the songs arc old and have hit 
the charts before." 

Asked what concept drives 
Yathartha. Dip",h adds, "The 
pcopleis love for a song varies. 
Onc doesn!t und~rsland the same 
song in the same way another 
person does," 

Naresh Dcv Pant. who has 
been writing songs for Navin 
Bhallarai, has penned the lyrics in 
the album. "All the songs are 
real lives of the people and friends 
1 have mct. " Naresh told SPOT
LIGHT. "What j have tried to do 
is observe their feelings and put 
them into words," 

"Wc chose this as the right 
time to launch the album. It took 
us nearly seven years to compile all the 
lillle details ," Naresh says. 

"We rraveled to so many places 
around Nepal, from the east to the west." 
says Bipin Sthapit. "Mostly places like 
Chitwan, Pokhara. Dharan, Dhankutaand 
most pans of eastern Nepal." 

Dipesh. a radio jockey with Hits FM, 
provides the narration in the album and 
Bipin gives the background music. 

This is the first venture of the trio. 
Dinesh says they hdd 10 cross several 
hurdles, "We were trying to find out what 
happens in real life and it!s hard IOcatego
rize people!s lives because everybody is 
different. And we definitely had problems 
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in pulling them in the album. 'yVe spent 
sleepless nights. gOI t.:a ught by the police 

I during the time wc were focused On the 
project." 

"Wc were painting on the walls for 
publicity of the album at night in 
Kathmandu. Perhaps because of security 
reasons wc were caught. DUI they Ict us 
oul anc l" understanding what we were 
doing," Naresh says. 

"Wc were confused at first when wc 
first finished recording the album. And 

the dilemma of whether to release it or 
not. whether it was the right time and 
things like these badgered down," Narcsh 
says. "M lIsie can make a person laugh. cry 
and we have to come to the reality that 
music plays an integral part in a person is 
emotions. We tried to take this element to 
its peak and we rehearsed for it." 

"This album is not for people with 
weak hearts / ' Dipesh says. "We inter
viewed people Cram the ages between 15 
and 50 before beginning the project." 

"The response we received was of 
immense value to us," Naresh says. "We 
took some people to listen to our music. It 
was strange to see a 28-year-old man cry. 

One girl tried to slash her wn:.. t and nearly 
commilted suic ide. \Vc found out latcr 
that her boyfriend was a married mun. 
And she hadnft known it for so long." 

"When the girlli stc ncJ 10 our alhull1 
she turned (0 me and si.lid, cThcrc are so 
many people like Ill..:. in this world.f She 
realized that sh~ was not alone." Narcsh 
says. 

"We ha ve websilC 
(www. Y ntharlha.colll) for people to share 
their reaJ~life expcnelH:":'s with liS. And 
wc wi ll share it with the world Ihrough our 
songs, be it through 1l1u\ic or words." 
Dipesh says. 

"This is not a lype or music to li::; 
it is for people to fecI." Dipesh adds. "Wc 
tried to pUlthc feelings inlO painting by 

well-known art ists like A'hok Man Singh. 
And people can sec the fonTI and charac~ 
tcristics of what we mcan tu say." 

.. It was in Baisakh 2050 that we Illct 
and ,tancd on the proj~ct he
cause our thought harmonilcd.·' 
Bipin says. "Wc \vallted to give 
somethingLosnclcty. Wcwi1nted 
to presclll thn'ugh mu sic. and 
used it as a mcdium to \\ hat 
society has gh'cn to liS." 

"Sm.:icty was the in~pira

tion and the world was the 
theme:' say'" Nan.:~h. explai n
ing the motivation thatdrove the 
Yathartlw leam. 

"Listen to Yatharthi.1. 
l:uuse it might be your own 
story:' B ipin says. "We are plan
ning to pri nt T- slll rts and give 
them to beggars, ~treet chi ldren 

and other people who can not afford to buy 
clothes. " 

The album feature s singers Navin 
Bhanarai. Chering Bhutia. Sukmeet 
Gurung,. Promod Upodhaya. Saroj Dutta, 
Gunu Rajbhandari and a new artiste. 
Jitendra Maharjan . 

'< It is a wcll-knov. n fact that if you 
share joy, it will increase. But try sharing 
sorrow," Naresh adds. "Laugh. and the 
world will laugh wit h you. And cry, you 
cry alone. But we want to keep 0 11 sharing 
people!s real-life experiences. Reality can 
never be hidden. By sharing the thoughts. 
we have put forth something we hope 
people will be learn from." • 
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PASTIME 

Now In Town BOOK 
Brian Hodgson at the Kathmandu Residency 1825·1843 
K.L. Pradhanl2001 Rs.632.00 

Civil Society in Nepal: Opening the Ground for Questions 
D.R. Dahall2001 Rs.200.00 

Democracy in Nepal: Challenges and Prospects 
Rabindra KhanaV200 I Rs.200.00 

Decision Making in Village Nepal 
C.1. Millerl2000 

Firing Corruption 
R.K. Regmee/2001 

Rs.472.00 

Rs. 125.00 

Iba:liZ2,tion: The Essentialsa A Citizen's Handbook to the Imbal
ances of the Newest International Order 
V.K. V.P. Thacker/2001 Rs.200.00 

Heir to a Silent Song Two Rebel Women of Nepal 
N.N. AzizJ200 1 Rs.300.00 

Video (English) 

J ecpers Geeperis 

The Others 

Rush Hour 2 

Rat Race 

American Pie 2 

The Glass House 

lerica,n Outlaws 

The Princess Diaries 

Octopus 11 

Osmosis Jones 
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Ajnabee 

KyoKi MaiJuth Nahin Bolta 

Oil Chahta Hai 

Lajja 

Aks 

Hum Ho Gaye Aap Ke 

Oil Ne Yaad Kiya 

Lagaan 

Nayak 

TumBin 

(Source: SI/per SwrVi(/eo, New Road) 

Information Techonology and Ecommerce for Development 
Bishwa Keshar Maskayl2001 Rs.300.00 

Ritual, Power and Gender: Explorations in the 
Ethnography of Vanuatu, Nepal and Irehmd 
Michacl Allenl2000 Rs. %0,00 

Mountain Enviroment and GIS Models and Appliaitons 
K.P, Poudell2001 Rs,235.00 

Small and Medium Enterprise De, elopment in Nepal: 
Emerging lssues and Opportunities 
Bishwa Keshar Maskay/2001 Rs, -100,00 

Who is the Daughter of Nepal? A collection of £assys 
Sangi'a Rayamajhi/2001 RS.315,00 

Nepal's Tourism Uncenssored Facts 
Diwaker Chandl2000 

\VTO Regional Cooperation and Nepal 
lIors< Mundll999 

Rs.632.00 

Rs. 160,00 

(Source.- HimuloYlIll Book CCllrer, Bogh Ba::.ar. Kalhmllll(llf. Ph : 2-12085) 

"Laziness is 

rust and dust, 

Realization is 

rest and best" 

- SATHYA SAl BA BA 
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EW POINT 

Non-Violence: 
Humanity's Path To Harmony 

By HULASCHAND GOLCHHA 

At the outset, let me examine the word 'him sa' , which 
cannot be described by a single word in English, like in the 
case of 'dharma' (spiritual upliftment) and religion (sect 
professing/promoting dharma). The nearest equivalent of 
himsa in English is 'violence. But by 'violence', we nor
mally understand killing. Himsa has much more meaning to 

it. Its antonym is 'ahimsa', which is described as 'non
violence' in English. 

So is the problem with 'non-violence'. Ahimsa is so very 
different from non-violence, because it can be defined as 
physical and mental and also macro and micro. However, 
henceforth, [ will be using the word himsa for violence and 
ahimsa for non-violence.! hope tht ongoing willjustify my 
choice of words. 

Himsa can be broadly classified as physical and purely 
emotional. They are somehow inter-related because physical 
himsa is also the result of emotion. However, the micro form 
of himsa, which is limited to emotions only. without any 
physical action, i; termed emotional himsa. Let us first discuss 
the macro form, which is the most common one, the physical 
form of himsa, which can be termed as following three 6 non
avoidable, avoidable and intentional. The non-avoidable or the 
compulsory means that every life gets its energy for its exist
ence from food produced by the lifeforms. Hence, for our very 
existence and necessities, we cannot refrain from necessary 
killing. Please note with emphasis, the word 'necessary'. 

Necessary himsadone for our livelihood is non-avoidable, 
but if we exceed the necessary limit, it becomes avoidable. The 
avoidable or provocative/defensive himsa means we tend to 
kill minor or major life forms for our li velihood, safety or 
defense of our own, our family. society, the country or the 
humanityllife fDlm at large. We should first try to find alterna
tive like dialogue or others in minimizing such violence. We 
should use our conscience for maximizing restraint so that we 
leave sufficienfroom for other living beings to find their share 
of nature. 

Intentional means perpetrating unnecessary killing for 
satisfaction of ego, taste, entertainment, fashion, jealousy, 
cruelty, indulgence in dogmatic rituals, faulty and meaningless 
traditions. 

Perhaps for maintaining ecological balance, nature has 
classified the animals as himsak and ahimsak, and they obey 
the rules of nature quite strictly. Despite our having the power 
of conscience and thereby being much superior to animals 
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and other living beings, we tend to forget to obey the rules 01' 
Mother Nature. Orten, we do nor use our conscience in 

segregating wh~t is good and what is bad for us. Having the 
myth of our being super beings, we interfere with the nature 

in a dangerous way. People tried la turn a vegetarian an imal 
like the cow by serving meat with the feed. which resulted in 
a dangerous disease like the ' mad cow' ep idemic. Now wc 
trying to clone human genes. The question is. when shall wc 
stop playing with the nature dangerously? 

Are we carnivorous by n ature~ The very struct ure of our 
teeth says we are not. Then why do wc cat meat? Is it for 
strength? Is it fortaste? Ifit is for taste. it is a matter of habit. 
It is up to us that we form the habit or not. There might be 
many other things tastier. But is it also the right thing to be 
slave of the taste? Do we hanker for slavery or freedom? If it 
is for strength, we can find man y beings in the animal 

kingdom , who are not the least lacking in the strength. Take 
the example of elephant and rhino. Speed? Yes take the 
examp le of horse or stag. One thing everybody will agree to 

is that the non-carnivorous animal s are less aggressive and 
less violent than the carnivorous ones. Have we thought about 

it? Do we want to be fierce like the predators or steady and 
powerful like elephants and horses? 

Humans have the immense power of conscience. ro. 

have the choice [0 be non-vegetarian or vegetarian, him sa~ 

ahimsak. Even if we choose to be himsak, a major part of life, 
the most of it , will be definitely ahimsak. Onc cannot always 
think or act like himsak, or otherwise hi s brain nerves will 
burst and blast. Thus we are ahimsak by nature and we can't 
be himsak unless provoked or prompted by c ircumstances 
emanating from requirements or passions like anger, ego, 
deceitfulness or greed. 

The foregoing gives, without saying, ample stress on 
avoiding unnecessary himsa. Whether or not we agree that 
ahimsa is a principle to reckon with, let us delve deep into our 
hearts and examine whatever we are doing. Is it the right 

thing? Is it fair to other fellow humans or to other living 
beings? Does it help the justified distribution (equ itable is 
absurd) or usurp the availability of the limited resources? Are 
we doing our job to save the ecology? Are we helping to bring 
harmony to our own self (mentally or bodily). to our family, 
to our society or the humanity at large? • 

Golchlla is leading industrialist 
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LEISURE 

CROSSWORD 

ACROSS DOWN 

I. Make critical comment, with publicity, 2. Son of love that can never last for long? 
on a game (10) (9) 

7. Robin Hood. for one, was more cunning 3. Finally clear away part of liller after 
than this (4) short time (3,2) 

9. German -like Berlin. for example (8) 4. Cast doubt on record run? Correct (9) 
10. Unheal,hy state? Certainly (3,3) 5. It could make me a lord (7) 
11. Odd turn of phrase for form master? (6) 6. Test pilot (5) 
12. Food store? True, in a manner of speak- 7. Make light of everything I have taken up 

ing (8) and consumed (9) 
13. Recommendation to strike (4) 8. Suppon for one behind university's po-
15. Popular protest about despicable person sit ion (5) 

in charge ( 10) 14. Beat up with chain. of course, by the 
18. With code reversed, letlers misdirected seaside (4-5) 

to NY address (4.6) 16. Ha ve liltle spare ti me 10 make fettuccini? 
l'd heard, but not seen? On the contrary (3.2,4) 
(4) 17. Written in Latin , at full length - No. 16 

21. A vessel out on itsown?That 'sajoke (3- possibly? (2.7) 
5) 19. Within which, we hear,corn' s heated (7) 

24. Fruit couples initially collected from 22. Statesman, formerofa novel partnership 
town market together (6) (5) 

26. WWI I.eader misidentified in terms Qf 23. Expertise in speaking?Certainly not! (5) 
nationality? (6) 25. Chap as good as misses, it 's said (5) 

27. Extremely fine transport organization 
led by Hen ry (8) 

28. For sound, sensible reasons (4) 
29. HUOJor head before case in which evi-

dences provided (7,3) 

SOLUTION 

Across: I. Animadvert 7. Arch 9. Composer 10. 11\ say 11. Shaper 12. Delivery 13. Plug 15. 
Democratic 18. Wall street 20. Eyed 21 . One·liner24. Tomato 26. French 27. Hairline 28. Whys 
29. Witness box 

Down: 2. Neophilia 3. Mop up 4. Discredit 5. Earldom 6. Trial 7. Alleviate 8. Chair 14. Golf
links 16. Cut it fines 17. In extenso 19. Earshot 22. North 23. Nohow 25. Miles 
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BRIDGE 

WEST 
• A Q 3 2 
.942 

. • Q J 8 5 4 
.. to 

NORTH ).If 

• J 9 4 
• J 10653 

• to • A 9 5 3 
EAST 
us 
• Q 8 7 
• 973 
4Q8742 

SOUTH 
• K 10 8 7 .AK 
• A K6 2 
• KJ 6 

Vulnerable: Both 
Dealer: South 

The bidding: 

South We,1 North East 
2. NT" Pan 3. "" Pass 
S • Pas5 3 NT All pass 
"21).201 Hep 
• """"re, 

Opening lead: Diamond queen 

"I hate it in friends when 
they come too late to help." 

-EURIPIDES 
"We beat him if you continue diamonds 

at tri ck two," observed East. 
"I could have used a little help at tri ck 

one," replied West. "Why didn't you encour· 
age me to continue?" With declarer marked 
with most of the honor cards. West did well to 
lead his diamond queen. Had he led fourth· 
best, dummy's 10 would have won, and South 
would have had an easy time. 

Unfollunarely, East played his diamond 
trey at trick one, signaling an odd number of 
diamonds. Fearing South had the nine, West 
switched meekly to his club 10, and the de· 
fense collapsed. South won his club jack and 
switched to spades. willing to lose two spade 
tricks. West won hi s queen. but the defense 
could no longer prevail. With his two diamond 
stopper intac!. South developed two spade 
winners to make hi s game. 

Against no-trump contracts, third-hand 
play requires pannershipagreement. In today' s 
example, mosl signal attitude, others play 
second-highest card (Foster Echo), and a few 
give count. However,given West's lead of the 
queen, East's nine was an enormous card 
when the 10 appeared in dummy. Clearly, 
regardless of partnership ag reement, it was 
time for an encouraging signal at trick one, and 
East's contribution of his trey was a futile 
gesture. 

After East encourages with hi s seven 
(even the nine would work here), West can 
lead another diamond without risk, and the 
defenders win the race for five tri cks. 
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Books For Everyman 
By RONALD NASH 

I Books are vital 10 personal development. They can start 
\students on the lifelong path to learning. They can provide 
the latest. most accurate infonnation and thinking 10 help 
build knowledge and lay the foundations for a successful 
career. They can provide updating to young professionals 

I keen to stay ahead of the game. And they can provide 
pleasure. Books open up a world beyond our everyday lives. 
They can teach us. challenge us. amuse us, make us laugh or 
cry. 

The British Council in Kathmandu has been providing 
access to books and information to Nepalese people from all 
walks of life for over 40 years. Last week saw a major event 

IcOntinuing in that long tradition. 
The Everyman Millennium Library Project was set up 

in the United Kingdom with charitable funding two years 
ago. Tt ~ought IQ provide for a wider audience a unique 
collection of 250 outstanding examples of world literature 
from the classic!'i Lo European works in translation, 
Commonwealth authors as well as mainstream English 

Ilitcrature of all periods. The books have been presented 
not only to every high schools in Britain - itself a vast 
undertaking - but also to 77 countries overseas. This was an 
enonnOlls contribution in the service of literature and educa
tioll. 

The British COllncil in Kathmandu was successful in 
I securing 30 sets of these books for educational institutions in 
Nepal, at a IOtal value of NR 9,900.000 - in UK terms, nearly 
a tenth of million pounds - a staggering sum. We offic ially 
presented the collections in a small ceremony at the new 
Council offices in Lainchaur last week. 

Those receiving the library sets represcnted the majority 
of institutions in the coulllry which arc cUlTenlly engaged in 
teaChing English Literature at bachelor degree level and 
above. They went to colleges, schools and libraries from 
places as far afield as Chit wan, Jhapa, Kavre and Sunsari. In 
those various institutions the collections wi II make an invalu
able addition to the resources available to staff and students 

lal ike. The books have been bui It for durability, being printed 
on special paper and stitched not glued so they should last for 
generation s. 

As I was leaving for the British Council ceremony I 
looked on my own bookshelves to see which of the editions 
from the set I myself owned. My eye lighted on a Russian 
novel. In the first line of hi s book Anna Karenina, Tolstoy 
tells us: "Every happy family is alike: but an unhappy family 
is unhappy in its own way." 

What a tantali zi ng invitation to get interested in a story . 
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Is it true? Is he talking about us? Or'-------"'!'".., 
is it somebody else? The paragraph 
which follows details the trials 
the Oblousky family with rebellious 
servants, absentee parents and way
ward children , setting the frame
work for the irresistible and tragic 
story which follows. 

Anna Karenina is just one of 
the world classics which the llritish ...... --' 
Council gifted last week. I hope young people and 
from all those thirty institutions will be ab le to enjoy 
books they have been given. and gain entry into all those 
worlds the books represent, for very many years to come. 

(The Gwhor ;s Br;!;sh Ambassador to Nepal) 
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THE KHUKRI IS 
THE FAMOUS NATIONAL 
WEAPON OF THE GORKHA 
SOLDIERS OF NEPAL. 
KHUKRI RUM IS THEIR FAMOUS 
NATIONAL DRINK ANYWHERE IN 
THE WORLD, IN A BATTLE OR IN A BOTTLE, 
YOU CAN ALWAYS PUT YOUR TRUST IN A KHUKRI 

THE NEPAL DISTILLERIES PVT. LTD. 
BALAJU,KATHMANDU 

PH. : 350988, 350725, FAX : 350971 
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Casino Nepal 
Soaltee Compound 

T ahachal, Kathmandu 
Tel : 270244, 271011 
Fax: 977-1-271244 

E-mail : rd\@mos.com.np 

Casino 
Holel Everest 

New Baneshwor 
le 4038100 

Fax 977-1-490284 

Casino Anna 
Hotel de l ' Annapuma 

Durbar Marg, Kathmandu 
Tel: 223479 

Fax: 977-1 -225228 
E-ma" e\erest@;mos corn np E-mail: casanna@mos.com.np 

Website: http://www.casinosnepal .com 

Casino Royale 
Hotel Yak & Yeli 

Ourbar Marg 
Tel: 228481 

Fax' 977-1-223933 
E-mail: royal@mos.com.np 
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