Brief Description: This is a prayer-song from Ajyid G\lgﬁ Village in Dzogi a‘éﬂ County, Ngawa 'R
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Recording Location: Ajyid G\lgﬁ Village in Dzogi a‘éﬂ County, Ngawa Z'R Tibetan and Chang

ag: Autonomous Prefecture, Sichuan &fﬁq Province

Name Tibetan: 2518:&1 Chinese: KX 75 Wiley: O sKyes
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Song Title: Praying for Children @'ﬁﬁ'q a'zliﬁzi'aﬁq N'g

Song Type: Prayer-song qiﬁg'a?\q g

Song Region: Amdo G\l'sdﬁ

Song learning: When the singer was a child, there were many people who could sing this song. All the old

people could sing it then. She thinks that nobody could sing it before the time when she was young. §§£Z§
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History and Status of Song: At least about 80-90 years old. In this village, only she can sing this song. §"<1'
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Context of Song:

General Meaning of Song: The Tanglung SXK'AK" leader didn’t have any children, so he asked Yari Aso &’
EORS iﬁﬁ to sing and pray for children. After Yari Aso W'i'lﬂ'qiﬁﬁ sang this song, the Tanglung SR'AR
leader got three sons. Tanglung SX'YR is a tribe in Dzogi &gﬁﬁ County which is very near to Machu '&®
County in Gansu. By the time the Tanglung SK'YR leader got those three sons, he was about forty years old.
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Lyrics:
ﬁgwﬂﬂiéqﬁ an O! On the beautiful Mt. Nyin Tang

@&mﬁﬁ’iéﬂ'ﬁ’iﬂgﬁn The mirror-like water is like a jewel mine

@'@'&%Q @Ra%ﬂn Arising at the centre of the ocean

AERE N@ﬂgﬁaﬂwﬁﬁn That is the fortunate pasture in which to raise lucky sheep

7 ﬁ'@'ﬁ'ﬁ&?ﬁ'a'ﬂ K| The red horse from Litang
A TR YT @] The hair of the Amdo horse

&ﬁ'ﬁﬁ'&'ﬁ('&ﬁﬂ'@ﬂ'ﬂ an Smear the swan-colour on the mare

AN ERFQAES XA A small stallion is visible beside it

SERIL q’&'ﬁq'ﬁ'ﬂﬂ'éﬁ'n The rocky fortress of the blue slate
A3 AUNRR ﬂ?@ﬂa@ﬂé K| The abundant sheep of the white sheep

qgﬁ Q'&'ﬁﬁﬁ'gﬂ N%ﬂ"\’” A group of female yaks and their young calves
%N'a%ﬁ'agéﬁ'iﬂm” A small calf is visible beside them

7 q‘@’gﬁﬂ'ﬁ'ﬁ:’ﬂ@ X’] That black suhruh is clean
qﬂﬁé\*/’i@ﬁé K| The sacred fortress of the black yak

q‘“q"’dﬂ'ﬂ'rﬂ'@@ﬁﬁﬂ The lamb and the young female sheep are ill
AR ER QY ERAA] A lamb is visible beside that

@%ﬁ@zﬁ%%\”ﬁgqn Outside the painting there are seven jav ri

3 :ﬂ%ﬁlﬂﬁﬂ Q@&@R@&ﬂ Inside are two happy gurgum flowers

g‘q'ﬁ'@ aﬁaﬁﬁﬁl§ A'84] The colour of the peacock feather has faded
ﬁg‘“zﬁﬂ%ﬂﬁmﬁ?ﬂﬂ If you use your idea and embodiment to understand

Zi%@ﬂﬂﬁﬂﬁﬂ Then, eat whatever you like

ASRNTIA AFNAR %‘;‘\gﬂ On the fifteenth of the tiger month in summer




ACERRIES N'Gﬁ'ﬁ'é QN%” The strong village of the able-bodied one
‘%’34 FQ'Qf]'@N'ﬂ iﬁﬂdéﬁﬁl\ln When the Goddess cleanses her body

%’ﬂﬂ’ia@\l@l\lﬁxﬁ M=]| The young man Amnyi Darkar

Cgﬁ ag?ﬁ@ﬁﬂ Q|| Tam the good son of my mother

N Zi@ﬂ@&@'@ﬂ&'@'@éﬂ'gn The three arrows will achieve a result

NAR @&@q:ﬂ aqgﬁﬁﬂ If you get three sons to take care of the home

r%'@zi'm'ziﬁzzm'm'mi'@” Pray to the Gods

ggzw‘gqgiaﬁqn On the top of the sacred mountain which reaches to the blue sky

ﬂ(&ﬂqqﬂql\lﬁﬂﬁﬁliﬁﬂ Living on that snow mountain is the snow
ﬂtmﬂqqﬂqﬁlﬁﬁliﬁn Living on the mountain is earth

@ﬁﬂ %}’i"d&ﬁqmﬁé\tﬂ There is a horn of turquoise on your head

AR AFIA K'N'Qﬁﬂl\l'& [ Yang! The one who tied a turquoise dragon to their lap

INARTF a’gqﬂﬂ N'Rg S 5| The son’s reputation has been protected by the deity

r%'@zi'm'ziﬁzzm'm'mi'@” Pray to the Gods

FINARAAY Eﬂﬁ]g\iaﬁiﬁﬂ On the holy mountain is a paradise forest

ERRRIEC qmﬁgﬂqiﬁ” There is a tiger living in that forest

@ﬁﬂﬁ@qqmﬁ%ﬁ (JR3) ] You have a spot on your back
WR AR YN AESNGR (8@3)) || Yang! Your body has six abilities

FA AN WANZAAY aﬂl\l%\ﬂm A son like a beautiful red tiger

g'@g'm'ﬁﬁtm'q'wx'@ﬂ Pray to the Gods

E'Qw Iqai&lﬁqn The holy mountain-top on the beautiful plateau

éﬂ'ﬁaﬂql\lmqﬁqiﬁﬂ A wild yak is living on the plateau

g'@'wﬂ'rﬂ'ﬁ'qgﬁ'%ﬁﬂ It is on the edge of the beautiful plateau
@'Q‘!:"’] JarrxA ﬁgﬁ%ﬁ” You will go down through three valleys




NK'QﬁK'ﬁ'a’i'&qa'aﬁaﬁﬁl'%ﬂn Yang! A son like a wild yak

r%'@zi'm'ziﬁzzm'm'mi'@” Pray to the Gods

ﬁ'ﬁ'g'& ﬁ'q NN ﬁjq%’qn Now the leader of the sacred mountains leads

WR'] K'@,K'&ﬁ'q N@ﬂngﬂ Yang! The one who maintains the Tanglung leader’s wealth

:qmq:iﬁ@&q%qﬂ I maintain the family everywhere

N'Q ’g‘ ﬁql\iﬂ'{ %\ﬂ]ﬁqa” Wherever you go, you can stay

wx'Aax Nqaf&éﬁ&rﬂqn If he stands up he will offer his face
@'Zif\i qfﬂi@ﬁﬂﬁﬁ%ﬁﬂ Outside, a hero shows his biceps

RFA ﬂ’iﬁ ﬂaﬂl‘l%ﬁﬂ Inside the white tent is the son

INARTF a%ﬁﬁéﬂ%ﬂﬂ The son’s protector deity will bring good fortune

r%'@zi'm'ziﬁzzm'm'mi'@” Pray to the Gods

Notes
Mt. Nyin Tang —2'%%’3: a mountain in the vicinity of Dzogi &gﬁﬁ County, Ngawa Z 'R Tibetan and Qiang

agr: Autonomous Prefecture, Sichuan afﬁq Province
Amdo - north-eastern Tibet
Litang Argr Litang County, Ganzi ﬁ’q’i'&gl\l prefecture, Sichuan afﬁq Province

Suhruh -Y'J. a small bush, about one metre high, commonly used as fuel, found in high altitude areas

Ill - literally, they have ‘mouth water’

Javri - @q% literally ‘back-mountain’, the mountain onto which a village or monastery backs
Gurgum flowers - JXT&. a medical flower drank as a tea to treat fever

Amnyi Darkar - W@Nﬁ’iﬁ M. alocal mountain deity, who rides a black horse. He is often called upon in

oaths by local men.
Tiger month - the sixth month in the Tibetan lunar calendar
Wild yak - the wild yak is a symbol of courage and strength

Tanglung - Tanglung SX'AR is a tribe in Dzogi Sdgliﬁ County which is very near to Machu &'&® County in

Gansu. It literally means ‘plain and valley’.
Wherever you go, you can stay - People might not be able to stay in a new place for two reasons. Firstly, if they

have a bad relationship with the Zhidag 7 %\Qﬁﬂ (local owner deities). Secondly, if they have bad relationships
with local people — this is particularly true of leaders. If a person can stay wherever they can go, this implies that

they are capable, and powerful.
Offer his face — to offer one’s face means to talk straight, directly




