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VEN. KHENPO DECHEN DORIJEE (1937-2012)

Born October 15, Phensang, North Sikkim
Admitted to the Phensang Monastery School

Joined the Nyingma Shedra (Sikkim Institute of Higher
Nyingma Studies) at Gangtok for higher Buddhist studies where
he graduated with the Acharya degree in 1970

1971-78: Appointed Prefect/Lecturer (kyorpon) at the same institute

1977:

Bestowed the title of Khenpo by Dudjom Rinpoche

1979-1997: Appointed Principal, Institute of Higher Nyingma Studies,

1980:

1980:

1981:

Gangtok

Ordained Gelong and enthroned as Khenpo by Dodrupchen
Rinpoche in 1980

Attended and represented Sikkim at the World Fellowship of
Buddhists Conference, Thailand

Under the aegis of Dodrupchen Rinpoche, Khenpola helped
organise the first ever Nyingma Monlam Chenmo at Bodhgaya
in January-February, 1981

1984-85: Earned a double doctorate degree for his research on ‘An

1985

introduction to the spread of Buddhism in Sikkim’ and ‘The
role of Mahasiddha Lha-Tsuen Chhenpo in Buddhist
Propagation’ (Shantiniketan)

Conferred Life Membership of the Maha Bodhi Society of India

1988-89: Organized Sikkim’s first Rinchen Terdzoe empowerment by

1994:

1997:

1998:

1999:

Dodrupchen Rinpoche at Tashiding Monastery

Organized Sikkim’s first Kagyed Drubchen at Phensang
Monastery, which has since been held annually

Onwards: Effected substantial reforms within his own
monastery at Phensang

Participated in the World Fellowship of Buddhists Conference,
Australia

Assistant Professor for one year at Vishwa Bharti University,
Shantiniketan
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2000:

2000:

2010:
2011:

2012:
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Under the guidance of Ven. Lachen Rinpoche, organized the
Lama Gongdu Drubchen at Ringhem Monastery in North
Sikkim, which is still conducted annually

Initiated the establishment of a Shedra within the Rinchenpong
Monastery compound which came into legal existence in 2001
as the Institute for Higher Buddhist Studies and Research
Centre

Appointed Dorje Lopen of his parent Phensang Monastery

Organized his dream project, the first ever Guru Tsen Gyed
cham at Rinchenpong monastery with the help of senior monks
of Mendroeling Dratsang of Dehradun

Ven. Khenpo Dechen Dorjee left for his heavenly abode on 9
July 2012. His devotees and students are of firm belief that the
late Khenpola would cause his rebirth in an appropriate
incarnation in due course of time





