VIEW POINT

Close schools,
or else.

Schools across the country are
preparing to close down 8-14
December in response to threats
from an extreme student group
allied to the Maoists. The All Nepal
National Free Students’ Union
(Revolutionary) say they (among
other things) don't like Nepal's
national anthem that extols the
monarchy, and they want India to
return occupied Nepali territory. And
these demands should have been
met by Thursday!

A letter signed by Devendra
Parajuli, president of the student
body, “requests” all schools to
show solidarity with their struggle
by shutting down. He told a press
conference this week schools not
voluntarily closing down would face
action, and he warned the police
not to intervene.

Most private schools have
announced they will close down,
not voluntarily, but out of fear of
repercussion. Private schools in
Lamjung and Gorkha districts have
already closed after Maoist threats,
and only government schools are
open there. Analysts say this is part
of a new Maoist strategy to extend
their presence in the Valley and
other areas where they are not
active by seizing on what the
underground group figures are
populist causes.

Strike cost

What would a hotel strike mean?
Let's look at the numbers as
provided by the Hotel Association
of Nepal. The shutdown would
affect 846 hotels, 350 travel
agencies, 400 trekking companies,
70 rafting outfits, four casinos. It
calculates that in the peak season,
tourists in Nepal spend Rs 30.4
million every day, paying for hotels,
food, tours, treks and adventures.
There is another Rs 50.5 million
worth of business hotels provide
everyone from vegetable vendors to
poultry farmers.
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LOOK OUT, LOCKOUT!

Strike while the iron is hot.

That seems to be the maxim for Nepal this winter. Now is the time to pick a
cause, any cause, because our rulers are not ruling. And if there is a
government we don’t sense the presence of one. So the All Nepal National
Free Students’ Union (Revolutionary) is forcing the closure of all private
schools unless the government meets its 15-point demand for everything
from stopping the teaching of Sanskrit and the singing of the national
anthem, to halting inflation and getting back Nepali territory occupied by
foreign powers. It is doubtful if any government, even a Maoist one, could
fulfil such demands. But the 7 December ultimatum stood, and since the
government did not meet the demands schools have no choice but close
down or face the consequences, whatever they may be.

No sooner had the government declared hospitals Essential Services
last week, thereby making strikes there illegal, than the non-medical staff
in hospitals went on indefinite strike. The hospitality industry is now taking
the cue from hospitals to finally go through with the strike hotel employees
threatened last month to win a ten percent service charge from all billings.
More than any previous or on-going strike, this one has the potential to
decimate the economy. As we have said over the past three issues, the
Hotel Association of Nepal (HAN) and the Hotel Worker’s Joint Agitation
Committee are playing dangerous brinkmanship here. This is not like
closing down a garment factory. It is not about service charges, or just
about the hotel industry anymore. The fallout of an indefinite hotel strike

will wreck not just tourism, it will ruin the economy.
As far as we can tell, there is a lot of posturing
going on. No one really wants the strike, the hotel
workers are rattling sabres, hotel owners are
acting macho, the government is paralysed by
its own lack of ideas, the FNCCI is looking at
next week with horror, the political patrons of
the unions don't want to be blamed for the
popular backlash if jobs and businesses
are lost. Still, as with everything else in
Nepal, it never seems to be enough that no
one wants something to happen. It happens
anyway.
The negotiations (actually, the lack of
negotiations, since hotel owners and unions
don't even seem to be talking directly and the
government has so far been serenely aloof) have entered a dangerous
phase. No one cares a hoot anymore. Hotel owners are taking a deep
breath and saying, OK, so if we have to close down we might as well close
for the whole winter season. Unions have used inflammatory rhetoric,
saying they'll turn their places of work into “cemeteries”. In the absence of
talks, such attitudes harden positions on both sides and make
compromise impossible.

The Tourism Ministry, which should have by now been pressing panic
buttons to get the warring parties to the table, couldn’t be bothered.
Tourism is a fickle industry, it is not like exporting pashmina. The slightest
hint of trouble, and your visitors will go to Laos instead. The old attitude
“We have Mt Everest, tourists will come” is not going to work anymore. A
hotel lockout from 11 December will mean you can kiss tourism and the
economy goodbye for the year 2001 and beyond. That is why we may as
well declare it a “Don't Visit Nepal Year”, and put a big padlock on the
country.

VisiT NEPAL NOW!

It's important to play devil's advocate on occasion. Especially when all
you've been doing is making dire prognostications. So here goes: A hotel
strike is terrible for the economy, but a fine time to be in the city. You can
walk all over Thamel unafraid of being brained by large backpacks falling
out of cycle rickshaws. You and your grandmother can take your time
huffing and puffing up the stairs to Swoyambhunath and not be depressed
by the sight of absurdly fit 18 year-olds whizzing by. You can buy that fleece
jacket for Rs 12 or whatever the super-low discounted price might be.
Maybe you could let yourself be persuaded to buy matching mittens for a
similarly modest price tag. You can indulge in Kathmandu's famous video
nights and watch last week’s US release—for once not in an overcrowded,
claustrophobic room redolent with the reek of unwashed travellers and
sweaty socks. And if you want to go out of the city, well, you and a friend
could do some independent tea-house trekking kitted out in your new
warm gear. So that's the silver lining on this whole mess. Hell, anything
that can make me look on the bright side of things can't be all bad.
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by CK LAL

Difficult to be fmends? Let’s
agree not to be enemies.

NEWDELHI - Thelnd alnterneti ond
@tre(11Q, thefaaritehaut of
severty-sonathingretired I nd an
tedooras, isahived ativity
natvwthstad rgitsrenfive-star rivd
aoudthecorner, thelnd anHiita
@tre TellCsexcdl et libraryad
edeiesaevaeyuw!l still runirto
I'nd & s novers ad shekers. They are
gettingon, sothey are sheki ngnarethen
nov ng

Qesuchisthe (forner) Mharg ad
Kashnir, O Karan 9 ngh, wo
inrodoeshingdf tod| Nypdisasthe
“jva rga o Nepdl. Karan Babusaheb
Vs | neugur a i ng asemnar on
“Tradition, GitueandMdernityin
theSuthAsianGrtext”. H's suggesti on
that vegobeyordpditicsandhel p
fasianingtitui astocoperaeinaress
o endramat, inefathativties,
educati on, ned aandinfarnati on
technd ogyisverthy of atetiona a
tined etrened strust ad
dsirfarnation Awou Rkistan theex-
royd of Keshnir hedthistosay. “@
it'sdfficdt tokefriendswthsonoch
btternessd| aroud Dpes't natter. To
beg nwth |et’sageena tobe enemies
aled.”

Nodl ethoughts, andnichas we' ddl |
vat tobdieeit, nat |ikdytohgyen
anyti ne soon. The onl'y hope vias for
Track Twoand the problemwthpera | €
dtizes gapsisthd theyarejust too
behd dento govermnent. They areeither
gill inthehged ¢gtigstae
pet ronage and do not vt to sabat age
thar daces, o if theyd reedyhaeit
doi't vart torisklcsingit. Qr
indletudspee nnfatuing
gd gesfathefdlued the
governnent, donors, or N33. The
indledud dassinSuhAiaisan
etesiond theestadishnent, and
rodereisit truer theninlnda Just
l ook a thefear psychosi sthey have
spreadinthecorridors of pover i nNew
B h regard ngNepdl . Qe sanpl e
questionthi s veek fromen I nd an
researcher thet vesfarly
rgqresataived theparand a
“Aetherel S agetsevena

Pashupet i net h Tenpl €7’

Looki ng around the | 1 Csemnar and
a aher prdld-SARCevetsgangon
dl over thesubcatinet a ay g ven
ting | cait hd pvondering Hwisit
thet Ind and pl onat s becone the
egatoed ressmadcodliaionaly
dter theyshedtheir posts?Li ke Hnou
gocks, their wathfu sideisred acedbya
beni gn deneanour, post-retirenart.

KismaRasalBetaa isinlmdathese
dys, adsuprisrgy, therearero
journd i sts acconpanyi ng hi munl ess
oecancd |l I Nrayan Kedkaascri be
for witingtheoccasiad cd umin
Katipr. Betaa ishereprinarilyto
accet thehonorary doctaratetobe
conferred on hi mby t he Banaras H ndu
Ui versity. Bt hewll dsodoviet dl
very, veyimotat Npdi visitasto
Indaineriaddydthsedays. ¢ a
darshena Tirupeti andpay respectsto
S Baba. Who knovs, Kishunji nay even
betheproudrece ver of ad ock
nteridisedat o thinar. (Grijabeu
got agd dve chfromthe Baa. )
Thereceptionthet our naninbe hi
hostedi nhonour of K shuji beganan
hour or so behi nd schedd etharkstothe
Ryd Nepd Avays Gied ledfligt. The
gestsa thecoddta |l receptionverethe
usual suspects. Ghandrashekhar, Ram
Ki shna Hegde and f ewat her hirsute hes-
beens of Ind ansocid i sm Sne df these
pditicians have ceasedtonatter sonach
thet evenrubh ng shou derswthaour

om K shunji nakestheir day. Ad
Kshuyi addigedwllingyhycetting
themupamdst gl esof lagter.
Rromnent Nepdl i s spotted anndst the
o dworl d charmof t he Bar ahkhania
Road resi dence of Aniessador Bhekh
Baheor Thapai ncl uded Ghandani Joshi
Mdan Upadhayay and Nranjan Ko ra a

Thentherevas Mi raKunar, Joint
Soreay“incharged Nyd” a the
IdaenNinstryd Bterrd Afars. A
sturer inDekaprin sari ad
r hododendr on-red chal o, Kunar has the
se f-assuredar of soneone wio knovs
sheisincotrd. | sought ot NNJhg,
theforner d pl onat wois covenor of
thefaagnpdicycd! d therdimg
BertiyaJaetaParty. Acarear d d onat
seasoned by the @I d Vi years, Jha
pret ended t 0 knownat hi ng about the
stal | ed SAARCprocess. Mre
fort hconing ves Shamna Jai n, “i ncharge
of SARC and cdl | eague of M Kunar
a the MA “Wiat’ s the prodl en?”
Shamna asked denorel y. “Doctors are
neting witesaretdking ad
indletdsaegtimgtoghe. Te
St wil takepd aceinduecorse o
tinewentheernviromart isrigt.”
Sornd d p onatese, vt shevas
sayi ngis: no Sunmt now Vidy? ‘ G ve
say so. Knar adJanarethepdicy-
franersd Idd sedterrd rdaias, ad
they aretwo tough cooki es. Keepaneye
onthem Bhekh.

Manvhil e, acrosstheroom Nyl ' s
jva saebisdesprradytryirgtopd a
funsgntoit dl. “SARCdoesi t exdte
us any nore,” si ghed t he nan whose one-
tineriyasat i sthenai ncausebehind
I ndo- Rk confrontati on. “But ve do need
soethinglikeit. Adsineit’sdreay
there iy revitdiseit?

Gmical as ve nay be about these
SuhAsiantd kfests, they needtokesp
hggpeni g, far noather ressnthenthet
itisoed thelast renain g aces
vherean | nd anand Paki stani can neet
adtdka appydelikewsled.

Wrhout jurkets|ikethese,
SuhAsiavou ddrift even
futhe gert. ¢
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COMMENT

You get a free T Rex with every pack of chicken
mcnugget bought on a London street, the plastic
dinosaurs are made in China. Plug-in adapters
for Taiwanese laptops bought in Singapore are
made in China. Plastic water guns on the shelf
of a New York Toys R Us: Made in China.
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rarfact red goock: Inda The
| comng trade var bet veen Gi e
and|nd ai sheg mingtoreser ea
figt tothefin shietvena
ferod as TRxadavegaian
Batosarws. AdNgd iscaght
inthemdd e

Treseaethedgysd the
WO hordersfor traceare
dsgypeirg tradticd
paediais tethoesae
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ranfad uring

Insocrenassure Idds
reecti ntotheirflixd @inese
goods by usi g hershoaurt er-
neesresadmntaiff tarias,
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pressreurtsidanesmgy g
thraughNpd , Bang adeshandthe
I'nd annort heest. Gver et
sarcssfar thar part dalnden
inporterswothey say lringinthe
sufilledly. Treecoome
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focussedanguen g wptrace, ad
inport duti esverebrought dom
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udker thed reti cnadsyparnvisian
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withnthered fiveyears. Sviy
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praetedadparai sedlnd an
irdetrythe isgedmd egless
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by MAHENDRA P. LAMA
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isn't anyoneverried about those
inports? Isit because Ginese
gk arechep, arisit becase
d Idanfadgndicy, aisita
securi ty concern? Beryorein
Ind aseens tohavetheir om
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conethrough Brna, o through
Buana thragh Gittagog
Hweanfreeinport pdides, ad
impat pdideswthberriersvark
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Ind anpd i oy-rakersvill | haeto
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IndaandNgd higeanthi's
uderstadng ¢

(Mabendra P. Lama s Associate
Professor at the School of
International Studies,
Jawabarlal Nebru University,
New Delhi.)
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Sopongfar G nesegoods, B shdl bezaar, Kathnandu

TIP OR SERVICE CHARGE?
No one is forced to pay a tip when
going to a hotel or a restaurant.
Depending on the friendly service
you receive or the food you've
enjoyed you happily tip the waiter
or the bellboy or the room maid.
Many guests are often generous
with their tips. However, service
charges normally added to hotel
or restaurant bills are mandatory,
and have nothing to do with what
a guest gives out to individuals. If
the service charge is a part of the
Hotel Owner's calculation, then
add it to the general cost and
don't mislead the customers by
giving it a wrong name. If not,
transfer the money on to where it
belongs.

What makes people like Artha
Beed (“Service Charged” #18)
think that service charge should
be limited only to areas linked to
food and beverage? Every
employee directly or indirectly
serves a guest, be they in
housekeeping, engineering, front

office, laundry or the
administrative department. Each
employee contributes his or her
share in the smooth running of the
business, and so does not deserve
to be excluded from their share of
bonuses and distribution of service
charge.

Having myself worked in 5-star
hotels both in Kathmandu and in
West Asia as an Executive
Secretary, | had no contact with
hotel guests, but while working in
West Asia, every month | too
received my share of service
charge with my salary. Managers
and Department Heads were
exempted, and everyhody right
down to the cleaners and
dishwashers received the same
amount of service charge. We
didn’t receive a fixed amount, but
depending on the occupancy of
the hotel, the amount we received
fluctuated.

Hotel employees in
Kathmandu going on strike
demanding their share of service

LETTERS

charge have all my sympathy and |
can only wish them success. You
have a right to your share of the
service charge, but make sure that
when it does eventually come into
force it is not just for those in the
food and beverage department.
Deb Shova Kansakar Hilker
Juenkerath, Germany

As it already exists in other
countries, why can't our hotel
workers also not be allowed a
service charge? Let’s give them
small financial support to survive in
this expensive world. Tourists
generally give them not less than
10 percent as a tip, so why not
make it legal and standard.

(Name withheld on request)

viaInternet

UJELI

Thank you for publishing the
beautiful and true story of “Ujeli”
(#19). Jan Salter deserves many

many thanks from all of us. This is
not the only story with a happy
ending. We have provided our
service to more than 500 mentally
ill patients in the last six years.
Over 65 patients picked up from
the streets have been reunited with
their families.

We also have stories with not-
so-happy endings. Mentally ill
patients, even after getting
treatment, relapse very often due
to irregular medication and
inappropriate cooperation from
family and community. Patients
often end up back on the streets.
Who is responsible for this? Does
this mean we always have to seek
out people like Jan all the time or
do we change our attitude and pay
a little more attention to improve
the situation of the mentally ill by
social, financial and moral
support? A small part of the money
spent in Nepal for fashion shows,
building temples and shrines,

sporting events could at least help
buy medicines and food and allow
the mentally ill to live more decent
lives. But who is ready to make that
beginning?
Prabhat K Pradhan
Maryknoll Nepal/Aasha Deep

AMBASSADOR GAUTAM

News of the early recall of Damodar
Gautam as Nepal's ambassador to
the United States and Canada has
come as a shock to the Nepali
diaspora in North America. Mr
Gautam was an excellent
ambassador by all accounts. He
maintained a working relationship
with all the Nepali organisations
based in the US and Canada.

We have been fortunate to
have a man with such a
magnanimity and affable
personality and who was willing to
work hard for Nepal. Itis rather very
disappointing that he has been
recalled prematurely just as he was
in the process of putting together a
wider network of contacts for the

next two years. Mr Gautam'’s
recall is a huge disservice to the
cause of Nepal and Nepalis in
North America. The government
should reconsider its decision
and let him finish his four-year
term
Gaury S Adhikary
America Nepal Medical
Foundation,
Ann Arbor, Michigan

CORRECTION

The picture accompanying the
item “Tour de France” (#19)
incorrectly identified Ranodeep
Singh as Jang Bahadur. The
real Jang Bahadur appears here.
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SALIL SUBEDI &
ALOK TUMBAHANGPHEY
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Nepal’s ‘flusstan mafta’

There are more than 5,000 Nepalis
who studied in the ex-Soviet Union.
Even though the scholarships have
stopped, Russia-returns still
contribute greatly to Nepal’s
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HERE AND THERE

t nay be sonewnet unki nd, not tonentionlate, toreflect upon
B sonet hi ng t hat noved ne poverful |y at the Kat hnandu
Interrational MutanHInmfestivd, nonvsad y over. Bt here goes.
Thefil mvas Ganghi s B ues, nade by two young Aneri cans, Adrian
adRkoBdic Adl cant get it aut of ny mind
@ghisBuespuportstobeadocunetarybut it isactud lyan
ineseadetetanmgedaaiond thehuansprit. Ay pessing
resentl acetoaseriasvwrko jorrdismsintheeed the
behd der, certanymna thisae It vesaddigt tovech adl’ ve
rever bef ore seenadocunertary thet | cod ddescribethat vay. It tels
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“...1 still haven’t decided whether | was watching

a story of immense human dignity and the
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NoTaABLE RUSSIA-RETURNS

Amod Dixit, geologist

Aruna Upreti, physician/social
activist

Awanibhushan Upadhaya,
cardiologist

Badan Lal Nyachyun, engineering
consultant

Bijaya Man Sherchan, mechanical
engineer

Biswabandhu Sharma, psychiatrist

Deepak Rayamajhi, filmmaker

Dirghasingh Bom, chest specialist,

Govinda Raj Bhatta, Secretary,
Ministry of Population and
Environment

Govinda Sharma, Director, Nepal
Electricity Authority

Hariman Shrestha, hydropower
engineer

Hari Bahadur Basnet, former
minister, RPP

Harshaman Shrestha, ex-Director,
Nepal Electric Authority

Javed Shah, cinematographer

Lokendra Sharma, criminologist

Meena Acharya, economist

Nilambar Acharya, ex-ambassador
to Sri Lanka

Prakash Adhikari, Professor of
Geology

Prem Shrestha, police doctor who
helped set up the Police Hospital

Rishi Kafley, urologist

Ramprasad Bhaukaji, artist

Good and bad news

Nepal has made progress in the battle against iodine and
vitamin deficiencies. According to the Nepal Micronutrient
Survey (NMSS) 1998 involving 15,000 households, iodine
deficiency disorder, that retards cognitive development in
children, is close to being eliminated. Similarly, Vitamin A
deficiency, which decreases a child’s ability to battle
illnesses, has almost disappeared from pre-school children.

But the NMSS also highlights a new problem: 68 percent
of women (75 percent of pregnant women) and 78 percent of
preschool children have severe anaemia. Anaemia in
pregnant women causes birth complications that lead to the
delivery of low birth-weight children. The highest prevalence
of anaemia—88 percent—was in children between 6-23
months, a critical period of growth and development. It
means that Nepali children are born with low iron stores, and
do not receive enough iron in complementary foods.

AIDS update

Half of all new HIV/AIDS infections have been reported
among young people between 10-24 years, most of them
women, warns UNAIDS. In Nepal, the infection is no longer a
problem confined to a handful of drug addicts and
prostitutes, and as numbers show, it could be creeping into
populations once thought to be “safe”. UNAIDS says that the
larger population is “vulnerable” to a rapid spread of the
epidemic.

HIV/AIDS prevalence among Nepali drug addicts and sex
workers is also growing fast. According to UNAIDS,
prevalence among sex workers in Kathmandu is up from 2.7
percent in 1996 to 17.3 percent in 1999, and from 1 percent
in 1993 to roughly 50 percent in 1999 among injecting drug
users. The World Health Organisation and UNAIDS
estimates that 34,000 Nepalis have HIV/AIDS, and that 140
people have died of HIV/AIDS so far.

Refugee impasse

Nepal and Bhutan are planning to sit down at another
attempt at resolving the 10-year-old refugee impasse. The
meeting to be held later this month will essentially seek
ways to agree on the main sticking point—refugee
“verification”. Nepal has agreed to the formula suggested by
the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR), which suggests taking dependants up to 25 years
as members of one family unit for purposes of verification.
Bhutan has rebuffed the UNHCR proposal.

Top US diplomats passing by Kathmandu on their way to
Bhutan last week said they would be making a new proposal
to resolve the verification stalemate. Karl Inderfurth, Assistant
Secretary of State for South Asia, and Julia Taft, Assistant
Secretary for the Bureau of Population, Refugees and
Migration, flew to Bhutan on 4 December. Nepali government
officials say the US proposal is not very different from the UN
formula. Bhutan’s ambassador to Nepal Dago Tsering, who
was in Kathmandu for another meeting, did not comment on
the US proposal on the excuse that he had not read the
document.

WEFP aid to refugees

The World Food Programme (WFP) will provide $3.8 million
to be spent on the upkeep of Bhutanese refugees from
January through June 2001. The money will be used to
provide rice, pulses, fortified oils, sugar and iodised salts to
all registered refugees living in seven camps in Jhapa and
Morang districts. With the new aid package the total amount
spent by the WFP on Bhutanese refugees goes up to $62.5
million.

js tyres
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HEMLATA RAI
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devel opnert i nnearly 150 Ofi cer inkathnandu. Nl i s Ny md-career techni cd
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UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan opened the International Year of Volunteers 2001 this week
by urging governments and institutions worldwide to recognise and celebrate the vital
contributions of volunteers. “Societies need to recognise and promote volunteerism as a
valuable activity. They must facilitate the work of volunteers, and encourage volunteer action at
home and abroad,” said Annan. “By calling upon volunteers and building partnerships with
civil society, governments can help increase the efficiency of public services, and ensure that
they reach more people. In these few words, the General Secretary had captured the essence
of the four objectives of the 1YV recognition, facilitation, networking and promotion of
volunteerism.

In 1997, the United Nations General Assembly declared 2001 as the International Year of
Volunteers. The government of Nepal was signatory to the resolution. The Bonn-based United
Nations Volunteers (UNV), which has close to 5,000 UN volunteers serving in the field
annually, was designated as the year’s focal point.

“| believe that the contribution of volunteerism in creating and enhancing economic and
social capital is one of the best-kept secrets of the modern world,” said UNV Executive
Coordinator Sharon Capeling-Alakija. “Volunteerism remains largely undervalued and
overlooked as a positive force for social development. 1YV 2001 can turn that around.” Key
objectives of the year will be to recognise the work of millions of volunteers from all walks of
life and build global networks among them.

In Nepal, the National Steering Committee for 1YV has scheduled the launch of IYV to be
celebrated by the opening of a three-day Exhibition on Voluntarism at Bhrikuti Mandap
Exhibition Hall, 15-17 December. It is expected to draw over 50 national and international
organisations that operate in the voluntary sector. ¢

Nepal is the third largest contributor to the UN
volunteer programme.

l-._l.-'."'_-.'._'- .
Where in the world are Nepali UN volunteers posted?
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NATION
VILLAGE VOICE by RANJIT DEVRAJ THEATRE REVIEW by DUBBY BHAGAT
g heerd of the newl awberni ng Part Shakespeare, part
futhe treefd lirgadaher Greek tragedy, part

A new law may undo the success of community

forestry in Nepal.
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Then and now

Satellite images show that in 1978 the total agricultural land in Kavrepalanchok
district was 1,380 hectares (ha) and only 149 ha was classified as forest land.
But by 1992, agricultural land had decreased by 414 ha, and forest land had
increased to 556 ha.

Ziegfield ollles, wholly
Broadway. Rato Bangala’s
production of West Side
Story was masterful.

Talent is a non-taxable

export and Rato Bangala

School’s production of the

1950s musical West Side

Story underscores the belief

that Nepal's wealth of talent
could be born to blush unseen, were it not nurtured. Talent
that, once mature, could represent Nepal anywhere in the
world.

Until West Side Story the most ambitious production in
Nepal was the HAMS production in the 80s of Fiddler on
The Roof. Even that did not combine all the elements
contained in West Side Story—school kids taking on the
social complexities of the West in an extraordinary
extravaganza that required split-second timing and the
disciplines of song, dance and acting.

Nominally about Puerto Ricans in New York, West Side
Story is a musical rendition of Romeo and Juliet, that is,
about star-crossed love everywhere and the attendant
controversy and sorrow. West Side Story has it all, and
audiences witnessed stylised gang fights, peaceful
moments on balconies, the blossoming of love, death, the
law’s indifference, and neglected children.

Directed by Chris Masand and brilliantly choreographed
by Bishwabandhu Ghimire, what emerged were stellar
performances by Priya Joshi, who brought innocence,
anger and fire to her role as Maria, the Juliet of West Side
Story; Kushal Regmi in his portrayal of Tony, the Romeo of
the piece, was fitting as the post-adolescent protagonist in
search of individuality away from gangs and peer
acceptance. (Both seen in picture, above)

The supporting cast rendered some dazzling
performances: a tempestuous and joyous Himali Dixit as
Anita, Juliet/Maria’s friend, the brooding, inescapable
presence of Bernardo as head of the Puerto Ricans
brought to life by Miku Dixit, and the understated cool of
Kundan Dhakwa as Ice.

West Side Story is about new immigrants in America
but it could be about newcomers to any country, and about
relationships that try to transcend established social
barriers. The play is happening in real life today in Nepal,
as boundaries of caste begin to break and a new social
order beckons. And as the play stresses, the villains of the
piece are audiences everywhere who watch impassively
as tragedy after tragedy unfurls. The world, instead of
helping, watches on.

And yet another tragedy away from the play is that the
Priyas, Kushals, Himalis, Mikus and Kundans will probably
end up in mundane offices and homes instead of allowing
their talent to take them the way of a Chris Masand or a
Bishwabandhu Ghimire

Part Shakespeare, part Greek tragedy, part Zeigfield
Follies, wholly Broadway, West Side Story and Rato
Bangala owe us an encore. What about La Mancha next? ¢
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Economic report card

Government spending was slow despite early disbursement, price rise was minimal
and exports to India continued to do well. That summarises Nepal Rastra Bank’s brief on
the state of the economy. The National Consumer Price Index (NUCPI)—a measure that
indicates inflation—grew by 2.1 percent, compared to 4.2 percent in mid-October last
year. The slow increase in the NUCPI is attributed to the fall in prices of items such as
cereals, oils and pulses in the food and beverage basket. The prices in this category
declined by 4.6 percent compared to an increase of 3.9 percent a year ago. The price
index increased by 2.8 percent in Kathmandu, 3.9 percent in the hills and 1.1 percent in
the Tarai.

Trade continues to boom, with exports growing by 24.9 percent to touch Rs 13.5
billion and imports by 7.5 percent to reach Rs 25.5 hillion. Exports to India continued to
grow but there was a decline in exports to other countries. There was a decline in
traditional exports—readymade garments and carpets—while increases were recorded
in the sale of tanned hide, pulses and pashmina. Pashmina sales in mid-October were
worth Rs 3.3 hillion. The central bank reported a balance of payments surplus of Rs 1.6
billion and a 38.4 percent increase in foreign exchange held by the banking system.
Foreign exchange reserves in mid-October stood at Rs 99.4 billion, of which 83.3 percent
was convertible currency.

Rupee at new low

The Nepali rupee dipped to new lows against the dollar last week responding to a slide
in the value of the Indian rupee against the greenback—for the 22nd time in 11 months.
In mid-January Rs 69.05 could buy a dollar. When the rupee depreciated on 29
November, it was dearer by Rs 5.60. The Nepali rupee is pegged to the Indian rupee at
NRs1.6=IRs1 and every devaluation of the Indian rupee leads to corresponding change
in the value of the Nepali currency.

Tourism recovers

In line with projections of the Nepal Tourism Board, for the first time in 11 months, tourist
arrivals bettered that of last year. The increase for November, up 2.6 percent, was due to
increased arrivals from countries other than India. Arrivals from India dropped by 23.5
percent to 7,667 and that from third countries increased by 10.8 percent to 35,463. There
was a 36 percent slump in Indian tourist arrivals between January-June, a fallout of the
December 1999 hijacking of an Indian Airlines aircraft after takeoff from Kathmandu. NTB
says December arrivals hinge on the outcome of the threatened strike by hotel workers.

Nepal-China pact

Nepali and Chinese companies have signed six agreements for joint ventures in herb
processing, pashmina, agriculture, surface transport and pharmaceuticals, says the
Federation of Nepalese Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FNCCI). The agreements
were reached during the fourth meeting of the Nepal-China Non-Governmental
Cooperation Forum held at Wuxi last week. FNCCI and the All China Federation of
Industry & Commerce (ACFIC) also agreed to hold the next forum and a Chinese trade
fair in Nepal in December next year.

NIIT-Nepal expands

NIIT, the Indian software and training company, has opened its third learning centre in
Patan. The company, which describes itself as e-Business Solutions Corporation
(valued at $270 million), has over 1,900 computer education centres in 26 countries. CIS
Pvt Ltd is NIIT’s partner in the Kathmandu and Patan ventures. The company’s other
branch in Pokhara is managed directly by NIIT.

Break free with Bolero

India’s Mahindra & Mahindra Ltd has introduced
the Bolero GLX, the latest in utility vehicles in
Nepal. The 4-wheel drive comes for Rs 1.62
million, including value added tax, while a 2-wheel
option is priced at Rs 1.55 million. The Bolero GLX
comes with air-conditioning, power windows,
audio system and central locking. “It's aimed at
those who want an attractive, powerful utility
vehicle that offers car comfort and sheer driving

ECONOMIC SENSE

Share scare

To play Nepal’s stock market, forget all you know about profits, losses and balance sheets.
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Readers can post their views at

arthabeed@yahboo.com
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FOREIGN CURRENCY : Interest rates

INTEREST RATE UPDATE CURRENCY UPDATE
NEPALIRUPEE CURRENT% PREVIOUS% AG/USD CURRENT*  WK/AGO  %CHG
Call Money Avg. 5.50 5.25 OlL(Barrel) 32.29 3306 -233
84 Days t/hill 5.05 5.08 GOLD(Ounce) 269.80 26940 +0.15
91 Days t/hill 5.29 5.33 GOLD (NPR*) 7110 7055 +0.78
365 Days t/bill 6.18 6.16 EUR 0.8763 0.8528 +2.76
Repo rate 5.79 5.83 GBP 1.4383 14187 +1.38

JPY 110.96 11043  +0.48

Average rate of 91 days T/Bill moved slightly lower on

excessive liquidity position of several banks. In coming CHF 17271 17759 -2.71

weeks this trend is expected to continue with banks are AUD 0.5386 05249 +261

expected to offload their long dollar position to NOC

for the oil payment. Expected range for next week INR 46.83 46.80 +0.06

4.20104.30. *Currency bid prices at 1.40 p.m. on 4/12 - Source Reuters

Qil . Qil prices ended dropped on Monday as Iraq and UN discu-

pleasure,” the company says. It adds that its USD EUR GBP JPY OFF ssed a possible compromise over a dispute that led to Irag’s ex-
higher ground clearance is well suited to Nepal's port suspension on Friday. Iraq exports a fifth of the world's oil.
terrain. LENDING 950 575 6.00 150 5.13 Currencies : The US dollar fell sharply against major currencies
as market fretted about slowing US growth. Dogged by worries
- . . LIBOR(IM) 670 500 599 0.71 343 over weak economic data and volatile stock prices, the dollar hit
G"ndlays’ m|crocred |t 2% month lows against Euro’s single currency 3% month lows
..... B I BANK RATES (DEPOILENDING) MKt Hi/Lo Mkt Avg | 2gainst the Swiss France and one month lows versus the
Nepal Grindlays Bank Ltd is to provide Rs 30 million to the Centre for Self-help SANPR 500 > Sterling.
Development (CSD) to fund its microcredit programmes in poor and deprived 013.5 > INDIAN RUPEE OUTLOOK : The Indian rupee remained slightly
communities. The CSD will use the money to provide small loans (maximum Rs 30,000) FID1YR 7.5/6.0 6.73 :I/v(:gﬂ:ﬁg'l“thiGCZJfr/;‘rsc?ﬁr{taef:%?nvgmySﬁ]zelﬁgIgslfaggeéhvilﬁlégﬁgcy
mainly to women for income generating activities. CSD is already providing such loans to OVERDRAFT 155125 13.54 U o trade with a weak bias as importers buy dollars both to
29,829 borrowers in rural areas. TERM LOAN 14.5/13.0 13.37 hedge and arbitrage on the overseas markets. But this move will
i ’ ’ be range-bound with large dollar needs likely to be met by state-
IMPORT LN 13.0/10.5 11.52 run banks, acting on the central bank’s behalf.
_ _ _ Sentiment was slightly boosted by a sharp $ 1.2 billion rise
. In LIE$ | et Lol | o 1l el e Eﬁh‘i‘f 5 Rale EXPORTLN 13.0/10.0 10.63 in foreign exchange reserves to $ 38.91 billion in the week ended
G rin d Iay‘ S e e MISC LOAN 17.5/13.5 15.03 November 24. Economists estimate the rupee is overvalued by
Bangladesh 074 | 037 | 040 @ 02 037 004 | 538 1.5t0 2.0 percent on the real effective exchange rate.
nﬂ l. Bhetss 0 | 030 | 053 | 031 | 017 | 002 _ 4662
inie 064 036 | 0% 028 0.13 005 [ 4680 INTERNATIONAL SUBSCRIPTION RATES FOR NEPALI TIMES
BH I.'I'I‘ ke | 05 028 | 040 | 030 | 04 021 | 18
— | I [ | 6 months 1 year
[Pakistan 042 043 052 023 012 003 5764 -
I N D E X Beilaska | 07 037 | 062 | 024 | 019 003 | 8125 SAARC countries US3$25 US$48
b Sepul . 03 | os | 0% | o 09 | 7% Other countries US$40 US$75
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Oodles
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The first Kathmandu

Mountain Film Festival

(but not the last)

“Festivals like these hone your critical abilities,
and sharpen the eye. You learn to read films
fast at festivals.”

ANAGHA NEELKANTAN
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Nawang Kapadia, Chitta Bahadur and a Place of Roses

KUNDA DIXIT

Lt Nawang Kapadia's death along the India-Pakistan line of
control in Kashmir on 11 November would perhaps have been
just another statistic in that endless and costly Himalayan war.
But two things made it different: Nawang was the son of
renowned Bombay-based mountaineer, explorer and writer,
Harish Kapadia. And he died while trying to rescue one of the
Nepali soldiers under his command, Havaldar Chitra Bahadur
Thapa of Besisahar, Lamjung.

Harish Kapadia was in Kathmandu this week to address the
First Kathmandu International Mountain Film Festival and spoke to
a well-attended hall on Monday about, among other things, his
pet project: a proposal to turn the world’s highest battlefield on
the disputed Siachen Glacier into a Peace Park. Despite the
shock of his son’s death, Harish decided not to cancel the
planned talk and came to Kathmandu with this wife, Geeta. “We
came in Nawang’s memory, and to cherish his love for mountains
and his connection to Nepal through his Gorkha regiment.”

Nawang belonged to the 4th Battalion of the 3rd Gorkha
Rifles, was commissioned only in September this year and had
just joined the platoon under his command in Kupwara near the
Kashmiri capital of Srinagar two weeks before he was killed.
The 4th Battalion had been involved in operations to stop
infiltration across the line of control, and had previously taken
casualties from the battle-hardened Afghans of the Al Omar
Tanzeem group. On 10 November, the battalion received
information about a large-scale incursion across the border
nearby, and Nawang led his platoon on a search-and-destroy
mission. The soldiers came under fire from a dozen or so
Afghans hiding in a nearby forest. Chitra Bahadur was
advancing towards the gun positions when he was hit in the
stomach. Nawang ordered covering fire and went in with his
own guns blazing for the rescue. He slung Chitra Bahadur over
his shoulder and had started rushing back when he was hit in
the face and killed instantly.

The attackers were all killed, and identified as belonging to a
mercenary band of Afghans. Chitra Bahadur was taken by
helicopter to a hospital in Srinagar, but died on the way. Chitra
Bahadur was Nawang’s “Guruji”, an older Gorkha soldier whose
responsibility it is to teach every new Gorkha officer the
nuances of being Nepali: customs, cooking, songs and language.
Recalls his father, Harish: “When he last called, Nawang told us
everything was fine, he was missing fish, but he was enjoying
dal-bhat and even practised a few Nepali words.”

When Harish and Geeta came to Kathmandu they had planned

An Indian Gorlha officer dies in Kashmir while trying to rescue his Nepali
comrade. His grieving parents want to dedicate their lives to set up a Peace

Park in the world’s highest battlefield.

to proceed onwards to Besisahar to meet the family of Chitra
Bahadur. But when they contacted the Indian embassy here and
were told it could not be verified if Chitra Bahadur’s family had been
notified or not, they decided to postpone it for some months as they
did not want to be the ones to break the sad news.

The tragic deaths in Kashmir have once more brought home to
Nepal the uncomfortable truth that its citizens are fighting in the
army of a SAARC nation that is arrayed against that of another
SAARC country. There are seven Gorkha regiments in the Indian
Army, and another 3,000 Nepali troops serving under the British
flag. Another 4,000 more serve in the Sultan of Brunei's guards and
in the Singapore Police. In the 1962 India-China war, Indian Gorkha
regiments were deployed against the Chinese. In 1989 Nepali
soldiers fought Tamil Tiger rebels on behalf of Sri Lanka as part of
the Indian Peace-Keeping Force. In last year's Kargil conflict
between India and Pakistan, 13 Indian Gorkhas were killed. And
today, in an ironic twist, Nepalis are once more killing and getting
killed by Afghans—170 years after the British Afghan campaign and
the disastrous retreat from Kabul in 1842.

Harish Kapadia is an accomplished mountaineer who has
climbed and explored with Dave Wilkinson, Chris Bonnington and
others. “It was very unusual for a Gujarati cloth merchant from
Bombay to be interested in mountains, and they thought | was
crazy,” he says. And a near-fatal crevasse fall in the Himalaya 20

years ago in which he broke his
hip confirmed their views.
Harish learnt rock-climbing and
took the basic course at the
Himalayan Mountaineering
Institute in Darjeeling in 1964
under famous Sherpa climbers
like Tenzing Norgay, Nawang
Gombu and Sardar Wangdi.

When their sons were born,
the Kapadias named them after
famous Sherpas: first Sonam,
and then his younger brother
Nawang. And it was natural
that virtually from the moment
they learnt to walk the Kapadia
brothers were hiking and
trekking with their parents.
Nawang was the adventurous
one; from a very early age he
was reading up on military

matters and was especially fascinated by Nepal's Gorkha soldiers
who earned a reputation for valour first in the Anglo-Nepal war of
1814-16, and later in the British and Indian armies. Nawang's
friends in Bombay say his happiest moments were when he joined
the Officers’ Training Academy in Madras at the age of 24 and
when he passed out to join the 3rd Gorkha Rifles. “His dream was
always to serve in a Gorkha regiment,” says Harish with a sad
smile.

With their son’s death, the Kapadias are pursuing the Peace
Park proposal with new energy and passion. Since the fighting
in Siachen started in 1984, nearly 4,000 people have died and
more than 10,000 injured on the Indian side alone. It costs India
$2 million a day to keep the fighting going on at altitudes of more
than 6,000 metres. For Harish, it is an uphill battle convincing
the defence establishments to give up the senseless fighting,
but he says there are more and more people who are fed up
with the war. He has climbed and explored in the Siachen
Glacier (Siachen means “rose” in the Balti language) and says
the only face-saving way out for both sides may be to agree to
declare it a transhoundary Peace Park. He says: “The only
solution to save this great wilderness is to stop the war. As a
mountaineer and a lover of this glacier | can only pray that the
powers that be will listen to the anguish of the glacier and the
soldiers serving iniit.” ¢
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Raving, and ranting

It isn’t too surprising, actually, that Mukundo or
Caravan didn’t win the popular vote. Certainly, both
played to packed houses and were very well
received just on the level of being films set in Nepal
and in the case of Mukundo, made by Nepalis. But
most viewers seemed ambivalent about what they
really expected from the films.

One of the first questions tossed out to Jean de
Tregomain, executive producer of Caravan, was the
usual “what did you do for them after making so
much money” rant. In reply, he suggested that
perhaps we ought to ask what the Nepali
government did with the large fees they demanded
before allowing Caravan to be shot here. It's more
than just an amusing answer. Does using non-
actors in films mean you have to take care of them
for the rest of time?

The trouble with Mukundo was not just that
some people thought the actors didn’'t do justice to
a strong story and an otherwise really well-made
film, but the more nebulous charge of making a
movie for a “Western audience”. Director Tsering
Rhitar Sherpa and scriptwriter Kesang Tseten
emphasised, rightly | think, that everything in the
movie—shamanism, sexuality, individual angst—
was inherent in the real incident that inspired the
film. What Mukundo did was try to understand why
events unfolded as they did.

Genghis Blues was another world, with no
troublesome questions like these. ¢
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Airborne Internet

Boeing aims to become air
travel’s cyber-pioneer.

US airplane manufacturer
Boeing says it will be able to
build Internet-capable aircraft
as early as next year, using
new technology relying on
space-based, satellite
communication, that will
allow plane travellers to do
high-altitude cyber-surfing as
they travel.

The new antennas used
in the technology, says
Boeing president Harry
Stonecipher, will permit data
transfer speeds of 1.5
megabits per second. The
company is already
developing the system to
manage up to five megabits a
second, speed suitable for
using to Internet. In this, the
company sees itself less as
a hardware manufacturer and
more as a system provider.
“We are going to be the
Yahoo! in the air,” says
Stonecipher of his company’s
ambitious plans.

But whether airlines will
let Boeing hog a market
estimated to be worth $70
billion in the next ten years
remains to be seen, although
it seems highly unlikely. It is
meanwhile uncertain whether
the project was the subject of
talks Stonecipher held with
Lufthansa’s boss Juergen
Weber this week in Berlin.

Given the choice,
Stonecipher says he would
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only burden passengers with
a small charge, or even none
at all, for use of the inboard
Internet facilities. He is
convinced that “the thing
won't work on five dollars a
minute.” In fact, the
convenient but expensive
satellite telephones installed
in many jets today are seldom
used by travellers.

Stonecipher backs the
idea of providing free Internet
access and allowing
passengers to stay online
during the whole flight. Money
could then be earned through
commissions as the traveller
spends time window-
shopping in virtual stores or
trading in stocks and shares.
The man at Boeing hopes
that all business that goes
through the plane’s Internet
link will be rewarded with a
share of profits. “With 80
million passengers a week
that should amount to
something.”

Boeing also sees good
sense in digitalising video
programmes. Instead of
preparing thousands of
cassettes and distributing
these to various airplanes
around the world, the new-
fangled antenna system
would make it possible to
simply beam the digitalised
films into the airplane where
they could then be stored on a
hard drive. The technology in
data compression necessary
to run the show has already
been developed in-house at
Boeing.

In the final analysis, the
new technology should aid
pilots too. The billion pages
that change in pilots’ hand-
books each year will also go
electronic if Boeing has its
way, with amendments in
future being posted on the
Internet. ¢ (dpa)
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(Sheila Coronel is the Executive
Director of the Philippine Centre for
Investigative Journalism.)
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govermant benseenyears ap
ap g thewsed yaugdil denas
cad jales trepaticeisdill
weksreadinRbe adtherest
threUitedAdbEnraes.
Hrdesd dildenaefaod

aludirtoalifedvirtid daeyas
jakesinsaed GIf autries,
wWerecad rad mghesbemna
tradticd gurt. Mgt f thedilden
caefrarRkisan Id g

Little

Bg adesh, Si Lakaad Sdan—
oourtri esboudtag her by posarty.

94 zad fravBrg adsh istm
yaugeventoknoahi sage v ch
cama benorethenfive avam
dterom hearivedd theG
ReeTradkinDba, tagether with
ahe yagvei fsinthelbedkd aven
Nelyd! o thenaredrty, berdfadt
adl add gli keapgasrabedd
ther dildooks Baatrad, & the
nearby Nd A - Sebatrack wi ch
hoststhe$6ml [ionDbe Wl d
Cpeeyyer, horssswed lyarivein
dem dr-aodti aedoofat.

Ns o thesedil denhaed ther
beenadLct ed by urscrypd as
treffi dasviosd | themoagtsin
theUited AebHEiraesfa 20000
drhes (3550, haebensd dby
por pratsa rd aives o luadhee
uth fd sepaares Theseind uk
pranssstothar pratsthe the
dildenwll ggt godvarkad

cameleers

Hundreds of children are forced into a life
of slavery to race camels in the Gulf.

elcdin sadAsa Brrgy, a
hrenrigtsativig frarid gan
wohes i pedrernsoed the
dildentothar fatlies Tregpts
nast o thenfranthelnd an
suoatiat, arethenndd enan
betventreki drgpersand! ocd
deksa pverfu famliesviokep
thedil denadtra ntharbe ven
dédt arirehorsady, sddBrrey.

“Treped eincherged the
chldenmstred them andthey
beet them W | ethey g vevery
godfoodtothecand s, the
dildenaent eendlomda
praoe ned fa fear thet theywill
A nve gt adbetooheawy far
thecamd s,” Brreysa ddringan
ineviev @ten thedildenae
faodinoaashddsinady to
[ cseve gt bfareani mportat
rae

Tresmal | jockeys arebourdto
acad’sheck dfitenws ngadesive
drgms. Bt sodtinesthekidsdip
df ade ther ¢t trgopedundr-
reghthecand o aetraqed It
isnat uncomanfar childrento
fdl df a g dapdd ag
soatinestothar desths,
accord rgtoal9®repart bythe
London: besed hunanri git's group
Ati-Samylnteardiad. “Te
chldenvark herdad aghours.
Trey ustdl |y gotosl egpbetveen
10pmand 11 pm and get wpat 4
arfa thedat o ther cdly
tranrgantor lder,” sddBrrgy,

wo heads t he Ansar Brney
W faeTrust. Tretranng
edends util 11amor 12 averd
theninthe afternoon betveen 3pm
and6pm sa dBrney, wo hes
dtenvistedtheBnraesom the
pest femearstoi nvesti geteard
rescieki dgoed o | dren

“Vé have recover ed hundreds
o chldeninthepest three
years. The UAEgoverment is
veyineestedinedngthe
trafiddrgd dilden bt is
dffiadt tostopdildeneteing
thecoutry wenthey arrivewth
cop eswoposeasthar
perets,” Brreysad Last veek,
he hel ped pdl i cei nthe LAE
rescletvo Rk stan brathers,
aesfour adsix, ki dgyedthree
nont hs ago and brought here
illedly. Theused diildrenin
thecadl raceshesbeenilled in
the UEsince 1993 Regui ati ons
praihit cildenfromradng
cad s, adcd| far jokeysto
veghat lesst H5kilayasin
kesd rgwthinterreti od
stadrasfar horsej ockeys.

Oe3e znisaqacad, his
jdoistoutte asziesd
d oodourd i rgsoreasfrarthe
atsd, wipd rgtheaind asmch
ashecaninady torakeit run
fate. Btif $dzaiscad crss
firg inthrerag rovedtha fae
aritstredild Al trehoarsgoto
thecad ' somer. ¢

hits pharmacy shelves.

volunteers.

AIDS vaccine years away

LONDON - Scientists have been working on an AIDS vaccine
for 15 years, yet an effective drug to combat the world’s worst
epidemic is still years away. In the best-case scenario a
vaccine could be ready in three years—if tests in Thailand
and the United States show promising results. If not, it could
be another decade, or even two, before an anti-AIDS vaccine

Even then such “first generation” drugs may only have a
limited effect in fighting HIV, the virus that causes AIDS. “The
first generation vaccines will probably not be highly effective
—perhaps 40 to 50 per cent,” says Saladin Osmanov, a
medical officer for the World Health Organisation/lUNAIDS
HIV Vaccine Initiative. “It's a long, long way away before we
have a very effective vaccine...perhaps a couple of decades.”

In a world where AIDS infects 15,000 people a day, a
decade could translate into 55 million new HIV infections and
30 million AIDS deaths. More than 36 million people now live
with HIV or AIDS, according to UNAIDS. AIDS has killed an
estimated 21.8 million people since the epidemic began in the
1980s. Despite recent advances, AIDS vaccine research is still
in its infancy. “The fact is there are quite a few candidate
vaccines that are being developed and tested in trials today,”
Osmanov says. “But these trials don't tell us about the capacity
of a vaccine to protect against infection ... to do that we need to
do large studies.” Over 25 different types have been tested in
more than 50 clinical trials in about 5,000 HIV-uninfected

Vaccines go through three stages of clinical trials after lab
research, including animal testing. Phase | trials take 12 to 18
months and are carried out on 10 to 30 healthy volunteers to
study side-effects and ensure safety. Phase II, a two-year stage,
examines the side-effects on the immune system of 100 to 300
volunteers. Phase Ill takes three to five years and assesses
whether a large number of people at risk are protected against
natural infection. Only one type of vaccine has reached this final
stage: US biotechnology firm VaxGen is carrying out Phase Ill
testing in Thailand and the US, and expects to have initial
results late next year. Others are at earlier testing stages.

Aventis Pasteur of France is finishing Phase Il testing of
two vaccines in the US, Uganda, Thailand, Haiti, Trinidad
and Brazil, while several other researchers and drug
companies are just starting Phase | tests. ¢ (Gemini)
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What was his crime?

Nepal Samacharpatra, 3 December

A small thatched hut, walls covered with posters and slogans of the All Nepal National
Free Students’ Union (Revolutionary) [affiliated to the CPN-Mauoist]. In the small
clearing in front is a woman of around 20 years of age dressed in the white of a widow,
sobbing continuously. Nearby sleeps a two-month-old baby. Everyone gathered has
tears in their eyes.

This is the scene from Tarigaun village in Dang district and the house belongs to
Num Bahadur KC, the policeman killed at the Kotwadi police station by the Maoists in
their fight for the “common hardworking class”.

“He had called about 10 to 12 days back asking how his two-month-old son was
and said that he would come and see son’s face when he comes home in February.
But it was his dead body that arrived yesterday.” Num Bahadur’s wife, Maya, can hardly
speak the words. Maya, who is an SLC graduate, and Num Bahadur were married four
years ago. They have a daughter who is 18 months old and it's only two months since
the son was born.

Num Bahadur’s father, Ghanshyam KC, 68, is presiding over his sons final rites.
Num Bahadur was the second of Ghanshyam'’s three sons. “When he left home last
summer we told him to quit his job, but he didn’'t agree. ‘My elder brother is in the
force. My younger brother is in Malaysia. How can | feed my family?’ he had asked. ‘On
top of everything all our land is being withheld by the court. We don’'t know what will
happen, so | will go no matter what happens.” He had argued and gone off, but now
he's gone forever. Everyone, his mother, father and mother-in-law, everybody were
pressuring him to resign but he didn't agree...,” says the grieving father.

Ghanshyam KC has only a small plot of land to his name that he had bought for Rs
1,400 from Iswari Prasad Lamichhane, a local, when he had moved to Dang from
Pyuthan in 1965. But Ghanshyam is yet to receive the land even though he has already
paid up the full amount. The case is being fought in the Supreme Court. “Last year a
local leader of the Nepali Congress and the Dang chief of the commission to settle
the landless, Mahesh Acharya, and a justice from Rukum, Narayan Dhital, claimed
they had bought the land from Iswari Prasad and tried to drive us out even though they
knew that the question of the ownership of the land was currently being looked at by
the court,” says Ghanshyam, wiping the tears in his eyes. “If they hadn't tried to take
the land from us my son would have left the police force. But fearing we would become
landless if we lost the case, he didn't.”

The mother of the dead policeman, Pima Devi, spoke in a voice breaking with grief:
“We have been cursed last year and this year. Last year our son-in-law died in a car
crash when my daughter was two months’ pregnant. She gave birth to a
granddaughter. | am raising my granddaughter here. This year my daughter-in-law had
a son two months ago. How am | going to feed my grandchildren?”

Num Bahadur has four sisters. A younger sister says, “Last Tihar we called him for
Tika but he couldn’t get leave and we called our elder brother, but as he too is in the
police force he couldn’t come either. Our youngest brother is in Malaysia, so there was
no question of him coming. Our foreheads remained empty.”

The tragedy-stricken family has only one question in mind, “What had he done that
he had to be killed?”

When asked whether the government had provided any help, Ghanshyam answers,
“Yesterday (Friday) the SP and came gave us Rs 25,000 for the cremation. Our son’s
death will forever hurt us but after the SP and others from the police came and
consoled us we are feeling better.”

Ghanshyam adds, “The land we bought in 1965 has not come in our possession.
The local Congress leader Mahesh Acharya tried to throw me out saying he had
bought land from Iswari Prasad even he knew that | bought the land. | was taken to the
police and district officials. The land dispute is being heard at the Supreme Court. If
we lose the case we will be landless. What will my grandchildren do? My son died
serving the government. The government must take note of the injustice being done to
us. Please don't forget to write about the land in the papers.”

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

edatideinkatipur , 4 Decerber.

“If the govermarnt nakes puld i cthevieresbout s of those (party varkers) vio have d sgaearedandinitiaes
theprocesstord essethemvearereadytocaefa td ks, W ved sobeennakimgit dear thet theprdd s
faoedby the court ry and pagd e cannat beresd vedbytd kingtothe Grijafactiond ae Wthirktd kswth
dl covaredpditicd 9 dsaeessatid.”

—Rachaxh, o Rshpakaal Dd , Grerd Scretary of the Gnmoni st Rty of Nepal (Maist) inanop

“laubAr cantakeit aded it.”

—Soaceti ne, 26 Noventoer

UML and the
constitution

oooooooooooooooo

Trerai ngoosi ti onparty, the
ONWL, hel daneetingon27
Noverter i nvi chthei ssue o
amerd rgthecarsti tuti onves
gvenpriaityinthed sass as It
s deci ded thet the WML voul d
firg haed soss asvithaher
diticd prtiesnmg @ i ssussad
olythenved dit novetoverds
the pegd eandhd dacountry-wae
d sassi nwththem Theprad ens
facedby farnarsvizs d sod saussed
inthenegting Aert fronBera
Mhan Adchi kari and Mkunda
Neupare, Wwoverenat inthe
cqitd, dl oatrd comttee
nener s a t ended t he neti g
Treqestind trirng g
dassinthecagtituionishba g
takenvery seriasl y by the LML
Treperty hes askedeveryareto
coefoverdadhd dfreead
frakd soss asntrerdte.
TheMLisreadytohd d
dsoussasmayd theissuessad
gesigsaidrginthsaated.
The LML s very keen on
|tingtheped € sqin ananthis
asvdl. Itisocoddirgingaatin
[roy ames cnanassi vescd e
thraughaut theocaurtry. Besidesthe
piticd paties, it vatstogd the
ginond indletd sadthe
elcaednassesant its
praosd s. Aoard ngtosauressin
theparty, theWLisfammga
comtteeuds theleadrshipd a
perty heawve gt wi chwil |l bein
tachadcaryat d soss as
vithd | rga pditicd paties
Sncel ast veek, the ML hes
d ready begnhd d ngneeti ngs and
dsoss asvithahe pditicd
peties It hesd soeqdardin

tdl itsgastoitsomfdloe's
adadivigsadvatsthe
proposa stobe uderstood
proprlyadbesypartedbydl
theped ed thiscoutry. Tre
partyresstatedargi arwee
canpel gntoexd a ntopegd ewy
degsaerayiradinthe
cadituin Trepatyispeaing
alig thet wil eqdand el ywet
dages arerei redadinwi ch
ptiola aes

Teachers’ boycott

Gatana R B char, 29 Novenher

Anost 50,000t eachersvarki ngi n
sdud sthragat thecoutryhae
nat been nade pernanent. These
teedershaebenagjtdirgfa the
| ot theeyersfa adaeinthar
sawsht sreemthinghes ced
thar dfats theyaedarimgto
daethdr cursed atin Te
gestiond gyd i gtesdarsma
pernanert besi s hes novbecoe a
pditicd ae TreNyd Teede's
Assod i nandthe Nl Nt el
Teedws Asuaia digedtothe
Nepel | Gngress andthe LML
respedtivey, hevedsd ddtovark
taphe todwethispdiem
Aayeaarnt ves S ged betven
thegpermant adthegjtairg
teedes e aiastorde

pernanat d | teederswovere
hHredmateporaytess. Ths
ayeart vess gedinthemdd ed
|t yerr, it eendte I7aths,
thegovermant hesat takenay
ineet o resit dreanthirgto
irg enart thet ayesart. R these
ree0s, theteadws ass &i asfed
thet arengtraegyvil | aetole
faml ded adayedtoboodt

d ssesmtheDNvahe. If o
sgsaetaenbythegpearmat to
dwethdr pdias thetedwsae
peaedtolopodt Teedas Dy,
od dratednZBrrway, adahy
[rogamess carectedvithit.

Maoist-Unity

oooooooooooooooo

Getara RaB oer, 20 Nventer

Surosssaythe ansgtimveshd d
bevenGrerd Sraay Radhath
d theMd dsad@ed Sraay
Raashd theUity @tre The
Uity@treistrel dtis prtytre is
d o=t totheMd &S, adths
naeti ngbetveenthetvo o therhes
gprddald d ineet aay
dhe |€tig pties Aordrgto
sarcss, thefarnati ond acoman
frat, adwuitedati veretqd csd
dsass n Sroethetvopatieshdd
oamaNVi e NNy i SSLES, it is
pesunadtie thetd ksverefrutfu
advl | becatinedinfuture
TeMd ssaedammgto
aotinethar “dasgruyg € intke
vllagsadiment itinthedties
to TeMdgskdieettd the
Uity @rtrewll sygot thar
atias Thsisthessoodreding
Vs bet veen Brakash and R acharch,
bthd ionerestil | udergraud

Koirala invincible

Sptai kBrarsg 10ahe
Trerecat!ycod uddperty
detiasd theN i Qryesshes
irfussdrentifeirtotheparty. Sroe
ped ehedd ready avouroadthe r
cad dd esfar partypres cat,

@y ess nanersthought the
detinveu dleadtoakbresk-up
o theparty. Bt thisddna
heen Imstead it seensthet the
gassraatsvorkersand ather
pertyactivi sts have sat anessage
totheleedrsthet dvis ond the
perty shod dnat taked aced d|
adthet theperty shoud dstay
wited GrijaReasadkaird anay
nat have been conpl et ey
suwcessfu inprovid rgd rection
a dfidet ledarshiptothe
perty, bu thed ecti ans have
shownthat party nenper s vant
hnmtocotineaspaty |l eader.
Rrtyativists haestreg hered
Koird @ s hand and nade hi m
ininddefa thetinebd g

Kirdahnsd f cod dbe
supisadbythsverdct. Bsate
dl theirfigtingad
dsregmariesinthed edim
process, narethen 68 percent of
theparty nenbers vated for
Kird aadhissupporters. Ten
percert verenat d eer aaut their
cha ce, hut innost cases
Gngress neners joi nedthe
wmingsice Inpdaceswerethey
verenat cl exr astowonto
syat, it sersthelkdrd acap
st theptsfa drid ledrdip
Darid ped datsfrantrekirda
capveressntobenreirfluatid
adpefu.

Ther e vere nany who hed
rever i nag ned suichan aut cone.
Mst thought thet it vou dbe40
to@proat inkird d sfaaur,
adthet wthKishraRasad
Bettaa’shd pSer Bhedr
Beuba voul d be &bl et o vesken
Kirddspetion bt udsd dd
vaespoedth swayg

People will decide

Npd | Ritra, 1 Cecenber
(Borpsfraveni rterviemith
Nypd | @rgress pokesan, Ny
Hri Ateryg

Qxaadhscapaesaing
thet | esdlr i pd theparty sl die
traderedtotheyargy geaaim
ABenbefae 19, thsvesthe
vayinwi chleedarsd theNgd i
Grgessvered eded Inthelast
oconvetionCirayiv Vg ehed
sodfa detias. GlyinloR
vigs acorsarsis reached. Breryoe
hestherigt tosadfa d etias.
4Bvaersrgresatingnarethen
4000\O3 adtows wil be
presat andwhoever they vart as
pertypres ot wil bed eted
@roer-ningtheissed theyoug
adthedd vhi chgeeraiond d
Ve ergresat ?Thei ssied

| eedlr S ply ay gprerd i onwil |
bedsd ddbythergresataives.

Brased theirfidgtirginthe
NG treeqaidiasd trepagl e
raerd tenfufilledinthese0
years. Wt coyauhaetosay?
ANt alytheped €'s
eqetdias, theeqedtdiasd
the NCt oo have nat been et
Thsisthetruhht threegaerd
d ecti os have beenhd dad eech
tinethe peod ehave foudthe NC
thenost cgped eadg venit the
naxi numnunter of vates. From
thi s ve can seeve have t o becone
resoosideadd et. Waregdng
toredemhepest 10yearsinthe
farthcomngconvertion VEare
gi rgtofirdadad yseaur falts,
viher e ve vent w ong and what
ar fuuredasaegqimgtoke
adsoon Thepres dat hestine
adagp naskedthet verevienthe
pest 0years. Thisisaed the
reesastohd dthi soovetin

QM thequestiond® ane-nan-ane-
e ai sead ni ntheonati af?
AThisismt apditicd isseht a
persad ae Thiswll hgyn
acoard rgtothed raunst aoes
presat. Snetinas ve nay have a
situtiond ae nantvopstsif
necsssary, Wi lea aher tinasve
cangofar one-nan-ane-post, and
sonati nas therenay be nopost a
dl. Al thsdgessonpditicd

d roustames, necess tiesad
copu s as.
QWirgtoad ffeat tqic, Ve is
theqin ond threNoonthei sse
ke rgra sedrovechys, dergesinthe
@ditdiaP

AVE have nade our opi ni on

pud i cnany tines. Whavesa d
thet if chegeshavetobebraugt
aout, thenacopl eéeadpred se
list o wet nesdstobedenged
shou dbepreserted The NChes
nat preredaylist o we

shod dnat be changed. VB are
prepredtohd dd soss aswith
aypatythd fed sthet dages
aersessay. Bt firg vesad d
ot aligt adalythenvil | ve
pesat ar vies. Trealy
resarvai nvehaeisthe dages
et becadituiad.
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Black runners have
speed genes
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M t hesbeend smissedasrad st
addviswe ht siatigsae
cofratingthegedest taoo

ingort: thet Hakaheesae

geretica ly progammedtorun
faster andl oger thenwhi te
dHdes Inthefirg
conprehersi ve study of the
hdajcd dfferecesbaven

AricanadBrgeanah et es,

Sad revi anresearchers

conpar ed runners i n Kenya and

Cemark. Thei r fi nd ngs confirm

wet dservers havel ag

suspectedt thet nany Aricas
have gegt er stamnaand speed
then Er opears.

Trestudy, reved edthi s veek
inaGamd 4docunentary, wil
fud thesi meringrowover
bhdagcd avataginthehigr
pressureverl dd trackandfidd
Ny bl ack a h et es—Hncl udi ng
sone Arican Qynpi c
chanpi ons—€i snss ¢l a ns of
gendti cd fferences betveen
Aricanad Ergeanrurersas a
ragg du.

B sheportssa et sts spart
e ghteennanths i nt he Kenyan
tomd Hdoret, thecgatd o
the nort hvest ern provi nce vibere
thekd ejintribelives. Tvd ved
theverld stgp20d stace
ruresaekd ejinadthar
sang ydfatlesvidaiesin
800-net re races and nar a hons
have sparked a passi ot e et e
about gereti cadvatae

The sci enti sts compered
KeyanaHees stylead
physi que wth B shrumers.
TreAricanah ees heat raes

lagleverswi chaevery, very
thin, that el edthento
‘bouceadskip over the
gaud tadrgdf dte eahfoadfdl
fa faster thentheBrqoears. They
‘floredthraughtheruming
nati o conpared wththe Canes,
wo | anded heavi |y and surki rto
thegraudadd nost hedtopu |
thesd vesfaverd Theyare
‘alles’, weresstrekeyasae
“bouroer s’
Treresearchersfaundthet

The Kenyans ‘flowed through the running motion’ while
the Danes landed heavily and sunk into the ground.

vererenarkad y sl ow evenwhen
running at nare t han 15 nph
o lagdstaxes. Hgh
dtituethekdajinlivena
plaeau 7,000t above seal evd —
i ncresses the nunoer of red bl ood
odlstha cary aygenaraudthe
body andi sthought toexd an
thel onheart rae

Eqerts, the proganne says,
vert ontodoservethet the
Aricashed' irdikel g, very

Keajinfrarapaticda dstrid—
Nnd HI | s-eutperforned ot her
Keryas. Totest wether Nand
Hllsruresvere' barnvith
tdet’, thesdatigsdoethee
groups of schod boys a random—
one fromBemark, onefronthe
Nnd Hllsadaoefrom
H dor et ~#ho had never had
aHdictranrg

Ate threenaths o
irstrution, thegraues copeted

api et eechather over 10,000
netres. TreNd HIlsgap
outperfarnednat orly the Cani sh
boyshut d sotheboysfram
Hdre. Tocafirnthefind ngs
varent afl ke tresaatigs
pttedtvod theNnd HIlshos
ap st aed rmark stap
ranked d stance rume's, Thonas
N an The schod boys ven

Ate theraceMl ansad “In
thebeg mgtheyranauitefad. It
vesaha day. | thougt ‘Lt them
run. They don't knownach about
rumi ng becase they have nat dore
rurirgbdae’ ” B over tve ve
adahdf [gsthetwonovi ces
naintanedther leed “I codd
not cat ch t hemup-they were
gettingl onger and | onger avey,”
Nlansad “l thirktheyvwere30
or 60 net res ahead wen ve cane
tothefinsimgline” Qed the
boys, Cavid Kenboi, td dthe
saatists. “l vessurprisadl vn
becase!l ddit havethe
krovedgethat | canrunfast like

avor| d chanpi on.”
Bg SHtin o theSen sh
SJatsSiecelrstitue wich
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EXCLUSIVE LEATHER
BOUTIQUE

With experience we understand that leather is a “Transformist” Par
excellence, and our garments are the perfect example of how the creative
talent of our workers transforms and coaxes leather in to a beautiful piece of
art. We also provide custom tailoring.

Visit Us For Quality, Durability & Total Satisfaction
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(Behind Bluebird Supermarket)
Hotel Radisson Road, Lazimpat.

PO Box: 2492, Kathmandu, Nepal, Phone: 428497

A study of Kenyan athletes re-ignites controversy over
race and sporting prowess

codctedthetrids, da ned
they shonthet theNndi HIl's
Kd ejinhaveagerdti c advan
tageover ather ahetes. “Trere
aedintdysomegresthd ae
specid here” NlkeBait, Keyan
Gormonveal t h Ganes gol d
nacH | st in1978 ayess. “The
peicinwitareisthae”

Kenya s 1988 Qynpi c gal d
nedd | i st Reter Ronoaddedt “It
hestodowththetrad tion the
food, the ervi roment andthen,
o course theudring ngof
soneone because you knowwe
aelragt wpinadfferet
Kndof enviromen.”

Bi o her Kenyan Qynpi ¢
heros vibirsgitisrad g,
ayilydsnssthei dad ggdic
advatage. Kpkano, Qymic
gddnedd list in1988ad 1972,
sad “Toreit'sineest adhard
vaork Threre smthinginth's
verl dunl ess yauverk herdto
reechwereyouareadsol thrk
rurirgisnatd, threeqates
d anthimgisnatd.”

High Mnt gonery, a
cadoesla geeid & a
Uhi versity @ | ege London, who
hes seenthe Dni shteams
find ngs, denedthet pinparting
gpeicfadasisraid. “Tae
isdexlyaninfluamed racem
perfarnance, adthet isn't tobe
raid; it'sjust sairgthet
dfferat recsshaed ffaat
strengths.” 4 (The oserver)

THANGKA

Hand Painting with the
gold and silver touch

GUPTA ARTS SUPPLIERS
Thamel Mall Shop No. 17
Jyatha Thamel, Kathmandu, Nepal
Tel: 223627, Fax: 254451
E-mail: <gas@mos.com.np
www craftexport welcome.to
(Mear Kilroy Restaurant )
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SAVING FAITH

navoodedhillside sath
()d Beldgur, isthe
fasd reti ngandvery
pood a tenpl e of Srya
M nayak, the Sin Gnesh.
Chosen by neti cul ous
cdadaiosd thecourt
astrd agrs o theLi chohrau
King, M shnu Deva Verna, nany
oatuiesap thesteisso
daoadthet thefirst rasd the
risngsnstrikethegd dn

* nasked i nage of the e ephant -

headed dei ty. Bysodaing, Srya
the Sun Gd pays honage to
@reshad seeks b essings far
Hsdy sjarneyacrcssthe
heaers.

There nost have beenan
atist anrgthseastrd aers
becasethesiteisatrageady
lody. Tereisavienvacrassthe
roofsandtenl etovers of
Bektgour tothe great snove
beyond, behi ndvihi chthe sun

rises. Imed adyhbd onthe
faesteddrireaeteraad
fid dsthraughvii chthetrack
toSrya\ nayak c i nhs dustily
betveend drest houses anda
catlevillap Thefird asatis
Wasta rvay turd lingthraugh
gen

Akingg ftedthecerenond
b | toSryaM nayek, tvo
devatecs doretedtheintricady
vorkedgldedlind ada
od dennaskfar thedkty. |
vonder wo offeredthepar of
laeVcaianvae hydats
thet stadonether siced the
nai n shri ne? They | ook
i ncongruousl y a - hone anong
stoneinages of devatess ad
lios

Inrecat yearsit hes
becone f ashi ondd etobe
narriedat SryaMnayak Bu
thefamlieswothrongthe
teml eareprayingfa thevd |-

by DESMOND DOIG

In recent years it has become fashionable
to be married at Surya Vinayak.

VAYVHOVHCYE NIW

Trestired SryaVirayek ooyl @evithgd dnlirtd, kel adveter hydrats:

bergd ther dfsrirgfa the berichinhedingherbs. ¢
Gdhes areputationfor ouring (Excerpted with permission from
rearcedchildren Tefarests My Kind of Kathmandu,
aroundthetenpl e are knomto HarperCollins, 1994,)

NEPALITERATURE

Bt komfa hispreraingsodd aitiasm
KegedraSgrad ai s ani nogpandrt | &t
wWosewi ti ngs are degd y coernedwiththe
sdd adpditicd yreavd sdf ar tines. Hs
nost pa gt stari es adessays foous antheherd
fad f egddtain adothed ffiadtyd
atanmjwice Syaladtentreatsverefew
Npd i witersdaretovatue fa inotherente
Jf hrteladsd thecoutry. Inhisrecat rod

- Jurki ri ko St hetadd es casted sori mreti an
heed- on, exanni ngthe ecanomic, sod d andpersordl devestati anit weeks
inrud it canonties.

Trestaybd omd sl asalidgte sdetoSnyad d scawme tharhit
rasspriddyqestiasdot degeadpayess. It dgdastheatha’s
daataigicflarfa hdliteaylagegenmedwthod arfu soken
ddet. Tedlayricd qdityd thesayraesit prtial alysitedtoa
YOG reacr i

The Bhoto Shirt

By chance, they net at the banyan and bochi tree-thetiny farner and
thevenderi ngascetic. A theendd theday, evenasthe sunsought
sdte onthefa siced thevestanhlls, afemaysd ligt still

renai ned suspended over thisside. Thefarner hedreturned from
tillingtheheedhani sfid &s, asinhsfahe’ sadgadahe’ sting
theasodtichedarrivedtoperfanthel ast ritesdf hisday svanderi ngs.
They bath cuppedthel r pal s and drark hearti |y framthe cl ear vaters
o thestaetap. Thenthey sat onashadedp aform fam ngthe cod
o

“Td’ sedtredydd” sadthevadaer, partimgd thefanar’s
ddodirt.

“Yesitis,” thefaner redied Hed acedhi sheds anthebiatqg as
though t he unknomn vanderer might junp upandgrabit.

“Takeit off adthronit avay,” thevernderer sad, smling Hetak
at anenshirt frarabeg adhd dit up “Hre | haeths.”

Twossaaeeqes asgirredinthefanar’ sfaoe aed fear, ad
theahe o geaed “Nb.” Sud rgaxias, hesad “l verit throath's
any. Adyet..” Caspnghisbhaowthhisrigt had, hereachedfar
therenghirt vithhi sl eft herd

Trevadkrer | okedwthd sgst a thefarner’ sbhato. Hepi nched
hHsrosesht. “Td| e, doesrit thet stirktoyal?

“Wiy vou dit stinktone?

“Bit braher—H stinkstone”

Trefarnar’ sbtovesinfadt qutedreadfu; tarnintostrads, caked
vithdrt adging it hedlinssd liceaatirgd agitssuface It | aded
asthouchit vesrit franthisage b frarthetined hsgadahe.
“Tret’ strug” thefarmar sad | ed mwitresstothisfad. “It isinded
fromygadahe’stine It coerednygadahe’ sbeck, adthenny
faher's, and novmne-and after ne..”

“It’ sheooered lyd d hesrit it?

“It hes”

“Dtakeit off adthronit argy. Adthen..” Thevanderer he dup
theni cerenstirt, vii chfl uteredattractive yinthevird

—

Khagendra Sangroula

ON TRADITION AND CHANGE

Sill dasggh sihtovwthaehadadreachinghisaher hed
faverd thefarmar said “Bi thisisanamartol €t bymyacestas. A
tdend ok asignd capessian, ardicd thar remantrace”

Trevaderer spokeinaherder tae “Takeit off adthronit any.”

Hep nched hi snoseevennareti gt ly, andl oocked as thoughhevias tryi g

tohd ddomthelilethet vesrisnginh sthrce.
“| havetoydhd dnyaoestars' hoour,” thefarnar saidpraud 'y, s

thaghthebhtosmdlt of fragat rg ai gadmafl oners. “Thisisthenark
o nyhope Thisisthepeckaged nyasaraias. Thisisthesynhd o ny

drerma. Thsisthefrut of nykarna, thesourced nycdturd nores..”
“Tresearelies They redd usi as,” thevardrer agued, rasimghi's

vd e “Theseareyar threegrerati as-l agfad i Sress.”
“Thenan s quite studborn” nornoredthe ast ani shedfarnar ina

vad cesol omthet alyheood dhear. Then fillirghi svd cewthalittle

farce hestuckacohetivepose, “Yuat likead ever nan Td | ne wo

aeyal?
“I"'menard rery prson”
“Yutrytoat qitedes.”

“| doit konvala o things, lrather. Bt I’ nered aething”

u\m ?1

“Tret pet dhed tagther bt oi salbud edf your pet dhed t gt her
H s as.” Then raairglikethuds, reaied “Fed ! Tdedf yar syadty

adtironit avay.”

Tren cerewshirt ket flutteringinthevind Thefarner catinuedto

d asphi sbtowthaehardwi | ereechi mgfar thestirt viththeaher.
@ed hishands vas queki ngi nfear, adtheather vies desperatewth

gexl

“@adhbathe Thenthromthet avay adveer this.”
Trefarner fird | yvert domtothetap. Herimsedasnaathstoe

adpu isbhaomit wthgea care thevayal od ngnather puts dom
abety. Keimghiseyesd uedtothelhato hehurried yvet hi s bady, ad

thena thespesddf |igt heput thebhdonagdn

“Yull ggt thisshirt alyaveyauthrosthet amy,” sadthe
vadrer, gill pgndingh snosesht ind sgdt.

“Betel My | bed loredtopu | thet shirt cnover thisag” p eeded

thefarnar, hi sgresdy hardthrist aut.

Trerewshirt huginthear. Whtheli 11 ond thed owll owng
breeze it daoadd oty, d oy, inanesnari singvay. Thefarnar d it

trereechfar it. Adved dariver twst adturnj st tocoetoathirsty

prsa?Ny it ddit lakliketheshirt vad dooetohind| byitsdf.
“I'lljust pd 1 it anover thisbitq Bibe | haeastragwshthet ny

smshad dvear thisbhaodter mpfued.”
Smathighurnedlikefireinthevadere’ seyes. “Yau reafad !

Yaireanid @ vinthinksthet aratencorpsesd I sfragyat.”
Aradthat hemgt legoonhi mardtear hiskbhatotostreds, the

farnar ket d asp mghi sihtowithasheky, but crablikegip Thshhato

vesafriod essdjedt, vhi chrnost rever, ever leaehim It veslikean
athaticfand life adheves!ikeitssumssvesredov A his
vedd ghehedvernafiredarasurud ; it evenashesa a the
ogennid firg thsdrty, gimbaovesstuktohssin bereththe

firedaratqp A thetined theBsanfestivd s, hed vays arderedanew

per o dahes, sstefit issauwe Bt beeththerend ahes, thsdd

by MANJUSHREE THAPA

hatod vaysremained For feer thet it mght fd | apert vinensoueezed,
twsted o pune ed herever viasshedthelhato. For fear thet it mght
ot lost if hehugit onadresser, herever takit off vienhed et Hw
oad dhethrovavay abhatothat he hed been savi ngwith suchl ove, such
care swchatadmet?“Ny,” hesad “Thisisaremnravewthwichl
canyhd dry acestars' honaur. | veni't thronthi savay evenif | haveto
leergomlife”

“Syalrent g ngtovear therenshirt?’

“Big I'll verit. I'll just pdl it cnoer this” Sill dagirghiskio
wthorehad, thefarner reachedfar the newshirt, andd nost—al nost—
taudedit.

Wthalokd d sgst nhisface thevaderer tddatd e “Lord
Mhedev once asked~ehpig, Wil yougoto heaver? The pi g sai dH-

vl dit go, Lord HH | isdeerer tone Understand, covdng? You rea
Ag” ingths, thevaderer sturedthefarnar ithastriketothenedk
Then, vithaut turni ngbedk, hesat anhispethlikeafest-svegd gstarm

Ha mthegard thefanr j st veededm

lae, mohlae, thet bhtodadfana gt irtoahuedtecaimvith
H sheechan Theheedhant svest roparti eshorderedtreaded thefarmar's
lard ahszedlad Theheedantok oer doot areichd hisemty
borcer. W |, then thetvod themgt intoanenornaus row The heedhan
vestramy, |ikethel egadery Binsen Trefarnar veshi rdtli ked body ad
i poveri sheddf streth Bimsenli fteduptheli rdaddurped i ninthe
gard thend dberedh mnthebed vithfigslikeironpestles. Tren
pourd rganthefarnar, resoradedhi mithhi srell sadtegh adripgedhi's
Haotodrek

Tretinyfarnar, yingdfestedintherod, stood upflinchinginpain
Wien hi s pai nsubsi ded, he | ooked down, andwhet di d he see? Ghnat her,
Ceethl Likeragshugnarge thethreads o hisbhaohugdf his
body-Hnthefrat, tothebehind onthissidg adtheather sice

Hesat benest hsone banyanand bochi trees, adstud ed wthhis
accursed, teary eyes-eh Lord! H s bhot 0 had been
Cestroyed Hstruhadodturd nares hedbeen
Cestroyed Trestreddad scrapsvered | coveredwith
Hoxd therevesahimgl et topat chtoget her.

Tl roy far o thefanar’ schl denhed
dedd hure. Adhsvesafahe’ sheart, dter
dl; exhtineadildd ed herd essedatareat
o tears. Teratd auishhefdt nowseenad
nreatethenif dl hisdildenredd eda
ace Trebaotha yrd dh savestas
honour vies gore. Heliftedthebhatoad
|ockedat it vithasdft, ndtedgeee &
thahit vereamrra, adh ssad’struth
verequveringinit. Ashelokedon thebato
dipedfrontishadsadfd | tothegraud

Ryimgh slast resptstotheldag thefarnar
sgedalag jofessadharassadsigh Thenke
renenberedt heverderi ngasodti € s erd ngvarcs;
adwthh sreked W ool s dteredbeck, heset off
tofindremd dhesvd kigd oy first, ad
thnpayes W yfate, fata, fate. ¢ I Y
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FILMS

% Nepali

Aago - Shivdarshan
Basanti - Plaza 2 i
Chhoro - Goon (Kha) (520668), Plaza 1, Ranjana (221191)

Darpan Chhaya - Bishwa Jyoti (221837), Krishna (470090), Prithvi
(online booking), Nava Durga (online booking), Goon (Ka) (520668),
Ganga Chalchitra

% Hindi

Dragon - Ashok

Jwalamukhi - Tara (476092)

Kahin Pyaar Na Ho Jaaye - Goon (Ga), Manakamana, Metro

Mafia - Kumari (414932),

Mission Kashmir - Radha

Mohabbatein - Gopi (470090), Padma

Online bookings at <www.nepalshop.com>

ART EXHIBITION

% Reflections of Nature. An exhibition of
paintings by German artist Dagmar Mathes.
Chiefly depicts impressions gathered during

her stay in Nepal over six years and mostly
from treks to Dolpo, Mustang, Manang, Solu
Khumbu, Nubri and Tsum. The artist uses
watercolour, acrylic and pigments from tumeric,
saffron, cinnamon and nutmeg in paintings
and collages made on Nepali handmade paper. 12-17 December, 9
am-5 pm. GTZ, Neer Bhawan, Sanepa. 470584

% Carol Irvine Ceramics and the Art of the Lathe. An exhibition by
Dan Hogan at the Indigo Art Gallery, Naxal. Last date 10 December.
424303.

% Etchings by Seema Sharma. Seema Sharma’s works on the
Kumari are a result of a long fascination with religion and culture,
inspired by a visit to the Living Goddess in Basantapur. Works focus
on worship and festivals of Nepal. Open until 16 December. 11 am-6
pm, Siddhartha Art Gallery, Baber Mahal Revisited.

CHRISTMAS

A wonderful day for children to spend time with Santa, get
involved in games and fun at the AWON First New Millennium Annual
Christmas Bazaar. Christmas gifts from among thousands of the best
Nepali crafts and handmade products. 9 December, Saturday. 10 am-
4 pm. Hotel Soaltee Garden and Megha Mahal Hall. Entry Rs 50,
children under 12 free.

music
% Jazz Sessions. Live Jazz at The Jazz Bar, Hotel Shangrila.
Featuring this month—a host of jazz bands including Elaine Mcinnes
& Chris Masand with the Jazz Commission, the
Swingtones, the Latin Lovers and others playing Cole
Porter, Gershwin, Brubeck and Coltrane. Enjoy drinks
from a bottomless cellar, gourmet food, coffee, cognac
and cigars and hear... interpret Ella, Sarah, Louis.
412999.

CAMPAIGN

 HIV/AIDS sensitisation program. Closing of a week-long event to
create awareness on HIV/AIDS in collaboration with @sian Artists
through various programmes including artists’ workshop, conferences,
poster competition, documents and condom distribution. 8 December,
Friday. Alliance Francaise, Thapathali. 242832.

MARTIN CHAUTARI

# Nepali classic literature discussion series: Parijat’'s Shirish Ko
Phul. Sangeeta Pandey and Ashutosh Tiwari will lead the discussion.

Participation open to all. 12 December. Martin Chautari, Thapathali.

Write or call for directions: chautari@mos.com.np/246065

For inclusion in the listing send information to editors@nepalitimes.com

S dropped off at Himalmedia Pvt Ltd, Patan Dhoka, Lalitpur.
INF&L.COM
¢ Bl

[a—

To send in your entries, please fill in the details below and fax to 977-1-521013, or email to crossword@himalmedia.com. Entries can be

QUICKWORD 10 by CROSS EYES
NOEEERE 5 6 |7 |8 Across Down |
I 1. Jailhouse blues (4) 1. Bathwater and Terms and conditions |

9 10 T 5. Socialist exited (4) sweetheart? (4) PR wpver——
: Hedr 1 Th ,
I - - 9. Flaming Nanglo 2. Malarial fit (4) em%%"y”effé?ﬁIIQII’SI?IIIIQQEIII I
| perhaps (5) 3. Problems with pills (4) Ifocom PuLLd I
| 7 11. Of man, water 4. Deadwood (3) 2 Incase of more than one correct enty, |
| e () 5 Senebywou(q , Uemebeeseicyo |
I 12. Sticking out in Sofia (5) 6. Richard, painter (5) om, Tuesday, i |
I 13. Folks, gurus crib 7. Little keg (5) 4 Thevinnerwillbeamouncedinthe |
meetings (4) 8. Check (4) coming issue.
| S 14. Positive (3) 10. We did uproot (6) 5 LIIﬁQIII:dII;\IvI(InIIIeachIIeeithItII?m I
I 15. First Everest dude? (2) 16. Reckless (6) announcement. Please come withan ID. I
| 25 75130 17. Eastern stretchable 18. Joe (2) ' N
| b o time (3) 19. Novascotia (2) QUICKWORD ANSWER § |
| 18. Danzig to the Polack (6)  20. Boxer's numerals (5) 'TI'S/P'FIR] 1N|G[E I
- - 20. Losers convey 21. Diminutive (5) O/ A|RIM'R|O| T[A|R]Y
| messages (6) 22. Rainbow goddess (4) QU OJM'A|U|S|S|I|E I
| 22. Debtwish, perhaps (3) 24 Spaghetti greeting (4)  [UIN[P[L| UGl DS I
| 23. D|e(I with Dodi (2) 25. Cut or peel (4) E[AISTE |
I 24. :-eglfj mon«(ay) 26. Puts the fathers oWl E RO |
aunderer (3 together (4) e =

I 27. Weakest in the litter (4) 28, Biped digits (3) % N E %) ﬁ E R m'IA\ g :5 |
| 29. Water nymph (5) 30. Gathering of the : 3 I
| B . 31. Go forth, or multiply (4) month (3) ;P Ol IN|T|S :r LE
| VI CENINIOIVIE - G 32. Protect the rook (5) [SIN[ETE[Z[E|@'S[O[N |
I The most convenient and economic way to surf the interet 33. Eye the pigpen (4) Out of 9 correct entries the lucky |
I 34. Leaves nest (4) winner is Dr RP Shrestha |
| I
| I
| I
| I
I

I

NEPALI WEATHER

If you are complaining about the cold, just remember that if it
weren't for the Himalayan barrier, it would be much colder in
Kathmandu. The mountains prevent the northwesterly cold air mass
and snowstorms blowing down from the plateau. Wednesday's satellite
picture (above) shows a weak westerly disturbance over Afghanistan
and Pakistan but these are unlikely to come our way, which means no
winter rains that would have cleared the air. The current haze level
covers the entire Gangetic basin up to an altitude of 12,000 ft. Thick
fog till mid-morning will continue to cover the Trisuli Valley, Pokhara
and Chitwan. Kathmandu will have cold hazy mornings and sunny
afternoons with a slight rise in minimum temperature over the
weekend.

KATHMANDU
Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue
)
23-02 23-03 23-03 22-02 22-02

, ; T
ve oo o Where the tales
are as tall as the mountains

Succulent steaks and burgers
bountiful, with a vegetarian variely.
The friendliest bar around the most convivial
fireplace between Tibet and Timbuctoo.

Rum poopLE

THAMEL, KATHMANDU, NEPAL
TEL: 414336 |

Davi pump
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MADHU MANGAL SHRESHTHA

YANGARI STES SuderisframS. Xavie’ s Shod performngthe Nepdl i
qperafsa cna Scunayaduri ngits gd denj il eeod erati as duri ngwhi ch
Their Ngj estiesthe Kngand Qeenvere presert.

MIN BAJRACHARYA

MONTANALMB Drector of Eco-Hnal Kurt Luger, Rine Mnister
Kirda KathnanduMyor Shepit, andHnal Suth Asianed tor Kanek
Mn DxitlistentoRyaalin, drector o theka hnandu
Interdicd MutankInfesivd, & thefestivd iregrd.

MIN BAJRACHARYA

BECIR CATTRACTI N Nepal - nade tranf or ner s dravs sone curi ous
vistasdrirgthe3dinterdiod BetricBhiktina theBrikuti

Nrgep. .

MIN BAJRACHARYA

M BAFRMTHE FRONT: Heads on the stage, including that of AV
Kirda a thespad d convartiond the Teechers Assad @i anan5 e

SALIL SUBEDI

hebroshaverit |e usdom

tHsyear. Npd ' shest vt | acs

andhi gest nan-nadereservai r
aeteamvithlrdlife wike
thestridentauri smrdsry.
Thasands o kirds, fravesfar as
Sheriaad e n haefl akedto
thekosi TapuW dife Reserveto
wrter andbreedinthe 175 sgkm
eqeased riveirefaest ad
vet| ats

St Ppinl9btopraect the
Anre—theraewl dvater
buifd oks Tgpud sosteters
anastaishing40h rdged es,
bahmgaayadres dat, 54
d at spedies, adtheecbagered
Groticdd phininthel o
reeches. Rmmgnorthd theks
kerrageanthe Ny -Ind alborder in
etenN, th saeaves
reoyi sslesavet | adi n19gy, dter
theressnviar farnadbytheberrage
arcsthetaks becara
faaritetaut fa birds

TreAnaisgill etbgged THs
yerr' sdfidd perkosrelsrenacs 146
purebred and 101 orossed betveen
thelacd sem-vill doovs andthevirl d
hffda @trepretred thereae
57rd e Bfade 17udy ae
year-d d and 19betveenaead
tvoyersdd Treoout vescarried
at anby sped di gsviocan
dffaatiaeavenpreadhfrid
hffdes “Tetakisdffialt, bt fa
g6slagtraredonthegeies it's
alyardte dtig"danmn
BeukvAvd, rage o theRrk

Tresegoessfar birdvetding
Orithd aj $sgt ed tedanit
lakirgfa raeged es it afirg
Hrdmtriptoks Tgquisakit
nchfa anterr drdetchers. By
treadd thedyy, resitives dting
adanose| cdd Latinad
connaN renes can haveyauina
flan Ntudigss gtednorethn
3 M0ddsd Ddfferat gEies
in190+ed s, poderds, ber heeckd
e gdesadahas Te
vetl atbaed apral f o eyds
daks armrats knfides vee
auls, 1S, sath s j aaes,
aass tars adeas

\eke pcd | soaeearlyinthe
threecays| acaedinthevill ags
atscetheks TgpuWdife
Rsarve B rdvetdersheedfar
theSytakesi, fromiereveodn
airflagderdtstaettaearcstre
rive totheparkbordr. If yuare

sharp

i (1 (00 T A

{d ari rgani rpardiat trip besure
to have conpary and canpi ng

e prert topitchcampbesi cethe
park dficeats cethebouckry. A
tripcomtreriver isful o sdtirg
possiblities If youaemapedar
tar dfeedbytrerexats a
reudist-gidewl| tdl youaot
thegd es. Youcnd soggt df the
rat & peaosstotdeadot ve k
inothent-too-desesaruband
juge Trealydagasaethe
apes\eArg theGaiyd, ad
theraeBthm It’svwsetofdlav
thequ desanfarest fash aHri gt
odarsaemnt fa thejug e vear
broms adgeasthet nergewth
thelush Adrever vetureirto
trefaet dae

TreRserveisapou a day-
tripfa nd syd ai dersfran
Deran, Bratregar, | neruward
Lehen B, they renarelikd yto
scaear fegheredfriadsthentake
thetinetodoservethem The
rea\eises lyaesstle ab
mruefligt framka hnanduto
Braregy, thenaceadahdf
har drivenorthggsyautothe
pak Tradlingosladiseydly
edtingthedived agtheEst-
Vest Hgvey higligtsthe
catrast betveenthenouta nsad
mahlls, adthedars. If youae
a CitvenNtiod Rrk K
Tapuisalyas x-hor diveest.
Treriver rateisgridlyfa tach
Witerte rdftersvioarivehere
dter agudling8 10days comthe
Snks . Treeresatsdfer the
alytarig-saced
accomackti oninthearea Nt
toonany tawristsnakethe r vay
herentheir om sotheresats
alydfe pedeapdds.

Bt th seoosystem sinpeil
through ranpant poachi ng. Down
sath weetheprkareaad drs
thelnd anborder, bthNgd i sad
Braistrgphirds. Smehutes
veer apat onther heed withsnall
M esfa theeyes, addided ody

A hike in fees at the Kosi
Tappu Wildlife Reserve
has businesses and
villages worried.

arcsstheveterstocachsurpri sad
ducks adgeese Thehirdsed up
a bordey retaratsadahe
Indanhads. Inthereerby Ind an
villaged Brpur adthe Ny i
tomd Bataxei, theeaesgs
thet reedt ‘Brosframidpd sdd
here . “Mryraresped eshae
d ready beenwpedaut thet vay,”
sas Shukaki, ardurdi .

Biitismt redlytherube
d birdsthet hesetrgremarsad
pavtesvariedthesedys. It's
thesutnhikeinfessfa adtivities
rd aedtokoshi Tgpu Asper the
newraesaveodnrat hestopay B
I(elie fred, asytidicrdt B
100(exli& fred), adthebotnen
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Under My Hat

by Kunda Dixit
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