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Atack of the
killer geckos

UNDER MY HAT

WHO’S WHO

Khum Bahadur
Khadka

Had first pick, and ran
off with the powerful
Home Ministry.

Mahesh Acharya
Demoted from
Defence to Agriculture.
Token Koirala
loyalist?

Dr Ram Sharan Mahat
The man in the middle
stayed in the middle.
The fence-sitter kept
Finance.

Chiranjibi Wagle
Staunch anti-Koirala
and a Deuba sidekick.
Rewarded with
Melamchi.

Bijaya Kumar
Gachhedar

Former Koirala
supporter, now Deuba
crony. Got Hydro-
power.

Jaya Prakash Prasad
Gupta

Left Koirala six
months ago. Gets the
plum Information &
Communication.

Prem Lal (PL) Singh
Mr Clean & Green got
the Environment
portfolio.

ALL PHOTOS:MIN BAJRACHARYA

Deuba’s to dolist

When the going gets tough, will Deuba get going?

BINOD BHATTARAI

etting elected primeminister by his

parliamentary party wastheeasy

part for Sher Bahadur Deuba. Now
comesthehard part.

Itwasanindicationof just how difficult
evensmplethingscould bethat it took him
four daysto cobbletogether a13-member
cabinet. Hehad to sty dissatified
dissdents, appesserecent defectors, oblige
thosewho had supported himin Pokhara—
al thewhiletryingto keep the party united
andget ardatively honeg, efficient and
accountableteam. It wasathanklessand
near-impossibletask.

Deubawaan't taking any chanceseven
withthegtars. Agrologershadtoldhim
Monday and Tuesday wereinauspicious, 0
hedecided towait until Thursday toget on
withthejob. Let’ shopethewait wasworth
it. Sofar, thesgnsaregood. Deuba
immediately activated hislinkswiththe
underground M aoistsand announced what
amost gppeared likeajoint suspenson of
offengves. For thefirg timeinthesix-year
war, state-runradio and television broadcast
adatement by Maoist Chairman
Prachanda. He" requested” hismilitiato
gopal “pre-planned armed attacksand go
intoactivedefence’” mode. Theattack
Sunday nightin Bguracould havebeen
previoudy ordered, and the Prachanda
Satement over Radio Nepa seemstohave
beenaimed at getting themessagequickly
tohiscdlstothwart further raids.

Thecessfireannouncement was
greeted with cautiousoptimism by the
long-sufferingNepdi pubdlic, war-weary
policeandcivilianscaughtinthe
crossfire. Withtheimmediateproblem
postponed, Deubahasbought sometime
toaddressother pressingissues. Butno
onewill envy hislongto-doligt:

® Makethetruceholdwhile
considering Prachanda sdemands of
confidencebuilding measures: making
public thewhereabouts of missing
rebels, exchanging prisonersand
annulling the previous
government’ smoves

tofight the

insurgency,

including the

paramilitary andthe
hearts-and-minds

ISDP.

® Ddiveronpromises
leftunfulfilled by his

predecessor: maintainlaw and
order,improvegovernanceand
contral corruption.

® Deal withanimpatient
parliamentary opposition led by
the UML asthingshot up ahead
of local electionsnext year.

@ Boostinvestor confidence,
businessand tourism. All threeare
related to political stability and
resolving theinsurgency.

Thesewould beformidablechallenges
at thebest of times, and Deubacan expect
adversty and pitfalsonal fouritemsonhis
ligt. TheMaoist ganceonaconferenceof
al paliticd forcestodiscussreplacingthe
congtitution seemsasnon-negotiableasthe
preambletothe present conditutionis
about parliamentary democracy and
condiitutional monarchy.

Seep.7 O)

After Kali Gandak

KUNDA DIXIT IN MIRMI

fter cutting theworld' sdegpest gorgebetween Anngpurnaand
Dhaulagiri, theKdi Gandaki tumblessouthwardswith aroar of

turbid froth. But hereat Mirmi, themighty river suddenly loops off
tothewest, makesadramatic U-turn and comesright back towithin Six
km of thisspot beforetakinga100kmjourney dueeast tojointhe
Narayani in Chitwan.

Themighty Gandaki Bendisnotjust geologically interesting. Itisalso
anided hydropower Site, andthisiswhere Nepd' slargest-ever
infrastructure project isnearing completion. Started in 1997, theKdi
Gandaki “A” project hasaningtaled capecity of 144 megaweatts(MW)
andwill generate 842 gigawatt-hours(gWh) of power annualy. The$450
millionproject isaNepa Electricity Authority (NEA) investment backed
by twoloansfromthe Asian Development Bank (ADB) and Japan's
Overseas Economic Cooperation Fund.

Theproject condstsof adam, desanding andintake structuresat

Nepal’s largest-ever hydro-power
project is nearing completion,
promising surplus power for the
next three years. Then what?

Mirmi fromwherethewater issent down an eight metre-wide, x km-long
tunnel to asix-storey semi-underground power housein Beltari. Thedrop
inelevation betweenthetwo pointsis 124m, anditisthiswater pressure
that will turn theturbines. Thedam hasapondage behindit that will store
enoughwater to operatetheturbinesat pesk capacity six hoursaday even
during thedry season.

“Theprojectisnow 90 percent done, andwearetryingtofinishit by
the pesk period of winter demand, but it may taketill January,” saysthe
NEA’shead of project, Dr Niranjan Kapdi. Themain delayshavebeen
caused by the need to cut and stabilise an entire hill abovethe
desanding basin. There have also been cost over-runs caused by
geologica problemsinthetunnel and the 60m deep surgetank at
Beltari. Project administration a so hasitshandsfull placating thelocal
villageofficialsin SyangjaDistrict who have often blocked roadsand
stopped construction to presstheir demandsfor local development.

Local opposition near Pokharato the northerntransmission linehas
ddayed theerection of 13 pylons. Kgpai wasengagedinaheated
discussonwithlocasin Betari recently, and used al hispersuesivepowers
totel them: “Y ou haveto seethisasanationa project, notjust asa
Syangjaproject.”

WithKali Gandaki therewill besurpluspower, butitisgoingtobe
moreexpendve. Thisweek thegovernment increased electricity tariffshy
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No HONEYMOON FOR  DEuBA

This being his second time in Baluwatar, Sher Bahadur Deuba does
not need a political honeymoon period. Nor should he expect one.
But he could take a pointer or two from the fate of other second-time
prime ministers in our region: how they came to grief because they
never learnt from the mistakes of their first term in office.

We know from his last 18-month stint that Deuba sways with the
wind and he has elastic morals when it comes to political survival.
But what he has shown is plenty of down-to-earth common sense.
He speaks from the heart, and he has always been sincere about
his commitment to resolve the country’s number one crisis: the
present problem of the Prachanda Path. With Deuba, unlike his
aloof and crafty predecessor, what you see is what you get.

But will these qualities be enough for The Lion of the Far-west to
tackle the formidable hurdles in coming to grips with the Maoist
Tiger? As soon as he assumed office, Deuba said his priority was
going to be resolving the insurgency. The Maoists immediately
rewarded him by slaughtering 17 policemen in Bajura on
Monday night.

But there is now a glimmer of hope. The temporary truce
announced almost simultaneously by Deuba and Prachanda
appears to be the result of behind-the-scene contacts. Even the fact
that the channels of communications are open is a good sign in
these dismal times. The question now is: are both sides sincere or
is this a tactic to buy time and regroup? Certainly, the
Maoists need to re-think their strategy after the army
went into Rolpa, the renewal of their palace links,
and they need time to gauge how Deuba
behaves. They also need to access better
firepower to take on the army at a future date.

The government, for its part, needs time to
settle down to figure out how to handle
the army and to build a political
consensus.

It is becoming increasingly clear that
the final straw that led to Koirala’s
resignation last week was his
difference of opinion with King
Gyanendra over the army deployment
in Rolpa. After the palace massacre
the army chief came out and said
palace security was not the army’s
job, in Rolpa the army has refused to
engage. Nepal's civilian leaders,
however discredited and divided they
may be, therefore have reason to ask
why the exchequer should pay for the
upkeep of a military that doesn’t do its
bidding. Our officer corps is second to
none in the world, our soldiers have excellent
rapport and reputation with the people, but
sooner or later someone is going to ask the army
brass and the King as supreme commander: why is
the army keeping the peace in Sierra Leone when it
should be keeping the peace in Sallyan?

It would be logical for the sharp strategists of the
Maobadis to now target the army’s morale and reputation.

The government is compromised by its own

incompetence, the opposition of Madhav Kumar

Nepal wallows in

opportunism, the

image of the monarchy is

tarnished with the royal

massacre, and the police

stopped mattering long ago. It is

the army that is the only national

institution that will ultimately block

Prachanda’s path. In Rolpa, the

army came very close to exposing

its vulnerability and the reason was

the same old duality of command

that haunted Koirala during his

tenure: does the army take its orders

from the king or from the prime

minister? The country can no more

afford a situation where if the army is successful the palace gets the
credit, and if it fails the government gets the blame. The military
cannot be made a pawn in this power struggle between the durbars.

Prime Minister Deuba has to come to terms with this question
as he tries to lure the Maoists to the table. He will also realise that
the insurgency has grown phenomenally and spread nationwide
since it started while he was last in power. His advantage is that
last year he headed a high-power committee set up to find ways to
resolve the crisis. He must immediately announce confidence-
building measures to show the people that his government means
business in delivering development. And he must give those in the
Maoist movement who seek a safe landing the opportunity to opt out
of the spiral of violence that is engulfing the country.
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The lion roars again

By demanding the impossible from
Deuba we are simply being realistic.

comeback to Baluwatar proves ones

againan old adage: everything comesto
him who hustles while he waits. It has taken
himmore than a year to reach where he
desperately wanted to be. Better late than
never, he may think. But it’s never too late to
appreciate the strength of another popular
cliché: “There are only two tragedies in life.
One is not to get what one wants. The
otheris to getit.”

Nepalis passing through the agonies of
“Interesting times”, History is rushing madly
offcourse. To steeritback on track the
country doesn’tjust need a premier, it needs a
magician. The state of the state can be gauged
from the disdainful metaphor Girija Prasad
Koirala used to describe the office of the prime
minister: “a tom chappal . Sowhy was Deuba
sodesperate to wear them?

Let’s give him the benefit of doubt

s her Bahadur Deuba’s triumphant

and say he wanted to make Nepal a better
place. (It could do with improvement.) Let’s
say he wanted to restore dignity to the office of
prime minister. Without that, no meaningful
negotiation can be held either with opposition
parties or with the Maoists. Talks with
insurgents will remain just talk if the prime
minister is not able to say that he is the final
legitimate authority in the country. The
functioning of governmentis jeopardised to
such an extent that the country can’t afford to
have a premier who is notrespected.

It’s one of those paradoxes of politics that

Deuba himselfhas been instrumental in
lowering the prestige of the post that he has
now come to occupy. In his relentless pursuit
to oust Koirala, Deuba kept questioning every
decision of a duly elected prime minister.
Politics does this to politicians: it makes them
swallow their own poison.

Atthis moment in history, Nepal needs a
prime minister who can hold on his own with
the constitutional monarch. The head of the
government musthave an unquestioned
command over all its executive arms,
including its armed forces. Deuba also needs
to persuade the parliamentary opposition
that he is their leader too, by virtue of being
the leader of parliament.

Withouta consensus of all constitutional
political players behind him, Deuba can’t deal
with the malignant Maoism afflicting the
nation. Forging an ideological unity between
forces as opposed as Pari Thapa and Prakash
Chandra Lohani may sound impossibile, but

there justisn’tany other
option. By demanding the impossible from
Deuba weare simply being realistic.

The Maoist insurgency started during
Deuba’s first watch. Yet, the insurgents have
been rooting for him in the leadership contest
oftheruling party. The offer of a temporary
ceasefire and the prospect of talks does give
Deubaan opening, but this euphoria may be
short-lived ifhe cannot get the backing of his
own party and the opposition fora consensus
approach. Thatneeds not just leadership, but
statesmanship. Otherwise the revolution will
grind on, and the Maoists’ senta gift to Deuba
afew hours after he was appointed prime
minister by the king; the slaughter of 17 more

policemenin Bajura.

Now for His Majesty’s loyal opposition.
The UML must realise that saying the right
thing is no substitute for doing the right thing,
Koirala was their bugbear, so the UML single-
mindedly wentafterhim. Formerpanchasin
the RPP considered Deubamore malleable,
hence they pitched for him. Now that they got
what they wanted, will the opposition rally
behind the successor?

Deubahasalways been the darling of
Kathmandu’s drawing room revolutionaries.
This rent-seeking section of the elite displays
its conspicuous compassion up oniits chest,
and wants to be recognised as ‘civil society’.
Youcanhear them salivating everytime
Comrade Prachanda issues one of his threats
thinly disguised in an offer of talks. Deuba
must ask these high priests of human rights to
prove their worth, or get out of the way.

Inthe propaganda war, Maoists are way
ahead of the government. Media tycoons
calling themselves the Fourth Estate have
capitulated to the insurgents. Publicity being
the oxygen of terrorists, the media is an
important battleground in a guerrilla war. By
publishing “weeping mother”stories, the
mediacan make the government powerless,
and by magnifying the exploits of insurgents, it
canquestion the very existence of central
authority. Koirala failed miserably tomobilise
the media in his fight against Maoist terror,
and lost halfthe war. Deuba’s challenge is
to establish the credibility of the
government with the private sector press
and the international media.

The self-professed advocate ofhigh dams
should have an easier time with the Indians.
The Mahakali Treaty was passed by
parliament when he was the premier, and our
neighbours down south may be under the
impression that this is their man. That should
also come in handy during trade negotiations
with South Block. As an LSE alumni, dealing
with the IMF will be a breeze for Deuba. He'll
speak their free market and privatisation lingo.
Andwhenthe US Assistant Secretary of State
comes visiting next week, there will beno
communication gap.

But Deuba’s political mettle will be
tested by the way he handles the affairs
within his own party. When Koirala jumped
out of the coffin, the process of lowering it
in the grave dug for the Nepali Congress by
all forces opposed to it had already started.
Even though Koirala is still the party
president, the fate of the ruling party is as
much in the hands of the prime minister. If
Deuba continues his intra-party politics of
groupism, the foreign minister’s reported
quip that he is the prime minister-in-
waiting may put a question mark over
his longevity.

Then there is Girija Prasad Koirala
himself—the cantankerous septuagenarian
still very much in command of the ruling

party’s nationwide
apparatus. It’s too early
to write his political epitaph.

Deuba has made an auspicious start by
declaring himselfto be a Koirala acolyte
and by pledging to uphold his predecessor’s
14 Point proposal of political consensus.
However, given Deuba’s proclivity to
Koirala’s die-hard critics in the ruling party,
itremains to be seen how he walks the tight
rope between his own hangers-on and the
faithful followers of his party president.

Inthe end, Deuba’s biggest challenge
lies in keeping his party firmly behind him.
It is for this that he needs Koirala. Free of
the worries of intra-party wrangling, Deuba
can concentrate on ferreting out and de-
fanging our underground comrades.

Becoming the prime minister was
relatively easy. Sher Bahadur Deuba now
walks on a political arena littered with
pressure cooker bombs and booby traps.
On the far side is the Nepali public’s hopes
for peace and prosperity. ¢
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NATION

Human rights activist Gauri Prabsan was
a part of the team that went to Rolpa
last week to mediate between the army
and the Maoists and seek the release
of 69 policemen captured from Holeri.
When the team got to Nuwagaon, they
found there was nothing to mediate.
The Maoists and army were not both-

ering each other, and the captured
policemen were nowhere to be seen.
Pradhan spoke to Nepali Times about
his group’s mission, and gave an
account markedly different from the
official version of the siege of
Nuwagaon.

Nepali Times: What was the situation like when
you got to Nuwagaon?

Gauri Pradhan: It was quite normal, but it seems to
have been tense on the first day. After the Holeri attack
when the Maoists reached Ghyanggaon they were ina
victory mood. They were among their people. They had
cooked 200 kgs of rice and were preparing a feast for the

1,500 or so militia, about 70 captured policemen and 300-
400 villagers. They were eating when the helicopters began
circling, one of which swooped in low and it was shotat
and hit in the cockpit and the belly. After that the
helicopter landed, the Maoists began making
announcements on loud speakers, exhorting the soldiers to
join them in the battle to liberate Kalapani. The Maoists
were watching from the nearby hills. There was asmall
bazaar nearby, where the Army patrolled and the people
were notunduly worried. Thisis obviously a one-sided
account, and the army commander in Surkhet couldn’t tell
us anything for security reasons. But 1 am convinced that
the official account of a siege was wrong. Buteven when we
were there Radio Nepal was braodcasting news that the
army was closing the ring around Nuwagaon and could
strike atany time. That was alie.

How was Rolpa different from the previous
times you had been there?

The situation was more tense in the past. The
policemen were in the villages and people were scared to
talk. This time, after crossing Holeri you won’tsee any sign
of governmentanywhere. The people come outand speak
to you freely, and they are not scared to say they are
Maoists. We also met people from other parties, but they
all agreed the Maoists were doing a good job. They hada
public meeting in our honour, the Rolpa commanderina
speech said the Maoists believed that human rights were
class-based. Buthe admitted he was ashamed having to
speak with human rights activists while carrying a weapon.

Atthe mass meeting two of us spoke, and I said
everyone s entitled to his or her belief, and those with
differing beliefs should also be allowed to live in their
village. That is human rights as [understand it. What
struck me were the large numbers of women everywhere,
halfthe militia units were made up of gun-carrying women.
Gender roles have changed among the cadre, but in the
villages you see womenstill working in the fields and
homes.

So they told you they could not free the
policemen.

No, the mediareports on that are wrong. On the first
day they said they would have to ask their senior leaders. I
said we should be told what their crimes were. Ifthey had
notdoneany wrong, then they should be released
immediately. The commander said they would positively
consider our demand. After the meeting he told me
informally, thatsome policemen would be released within
24 hours of our reaching Kathmandu. And they did

subsequently release some of them. They may have divided
the 72 police into 5-6 groups. I suspect some groups were
notmore than 3-4 hours away.

Do you believe the government and Maoists
are actually getting ready to talk about talks?

I'am hopeful about talks. Whether it will be
successful or not will depend on how much each side is
willing to compromise. Going by the Maoist demands,
this is going to be a long-drawn process. They demand a
multi-sectoral conference, an interim government and
changing the constitution. I don’t know how the
political discussions can take place on those terms. The
multi-sectoral conference could mean having an all-
party meeting and another one involving indigenous
groups and human rights activists. I cannot predict an
outcome, but it would be safe to say that this first
round will not resolve everything.

The new Maoist conditions also include
reversing some government decisions to counter the
insurgency like the ISDP, APE. Are the Maoists
feeling cornered?

[ got that impression in Nuwagaon. For some hours the
situation there was tense. Then the army and Maoists
communicated, first through loudspeakers, then through
letters then one-on-one. From what they (field level
Maoists) told us the army is said to have told them dialogue
was taking place at the central level also, and that they
would communicate the outcome once they established
contact. Thatis an interesting revelation.

Some say the truce could be a ploy by both sides
to regroup and sooner or later it is going to be back to
square one?

Asahumanrights activist, | have to take the offer of
ceasefire positively. But taking everything into account,
even your hypothesis could be true. Ifthe Maoists
statement is only tactical and they are still in a fighting
mood, then it would be our misfortune. But evento talk,
the government needs to agree on what it wants out of it,
what the agenda will be. The Maoists are clearer on this
than the government.

But do you think the Maoist agenda s
negotiable?

I'see possibilities up to the interim government stage.
Beyond that there could be differences between those who
want constitutional amendments, and those who want to
scrap the constitution. The talks could stall there.
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“The focus must be on a political consensus”’

- Gauri Pradhan

What role have human rights groups like yours
played in the process so far?

Ourrole has been to try and build an atmosphere
conducive for talks, and facilitate the process. In the case of
Nuwagaon, we wenta step forward and suggested that we
would even mediate. But when we got there, there really was
no confrontation. There were no human shields of women
children and captured policemen. Nothing of the sort.

Weare working to create the atmosphere for talks, and
the political issues that come after have to be taken up and
resolved by political parties. Our job is only to bring the two
sides together. The Peoples’ Committee for Peace Talks, of
which am amember, was set up not to mediate but to
facilitate talks. The focus must be on political consensus, not
mediation by human rights groups.

What is the message from your group to the
Maoists and the government?

The ceasefire has to continue and violence has to stop.
The nextstep will be to release prisoners by both sides. We
also need to be told about the whereabouts of those that are
missing on both sides. We have also raised the issue of
atrocities against police. We have asked them what crimes
the police have been charged with, and if there aren’t any,
they should be released immediately. Ifthey have been
charged, we need to be told what they are.

A day before they announced the truce, the
Maoists killed 17 policemen. I's there a message there?

Theattack may have beena part of their ongoing plan
and there may have been acommunication gap after the new
developments. Reading Prachanda’s statement where he says
“previously-planned armed attacks should be stopped””, you
getasense of that. The Maoists have also been changing
their position vis-a-vis the king—I see some inconsistencies in
their tactical moves.

Isn’t there a danger of overlap and duplication if
too many human rights groups are involved in
mediation?

That has been a concern from the beginning, [ have
always advocated making the work process oriented, taking
lessons from other countries like the Philippines and Latin
America. We had tried to prepare a concept paper. Instead of
asystematic process, our work has been influenced by the
fast-changing situation. [ would like the process tobe
systematic because even if we fail, we will have documents to
draw lessons from. We have not been able to work in that
manner, instead some well-known personalities have driven
the process.

LETTERS

NO BANDHS
Now that Madhav Kumar Nepal has
attained his cherished dream of
ousting a largely inept and corrupt
Prime Minister, let him prove that
he has the guts to do good for the
country by apologising to the
Nepali public for closing down their
country for three consecutive days
in May. Let him also add that his
party will not, henceforth, call for
bandhs or disrupt life in these
already painful times.

A Pokharel

by email

GOOD INSIGHT
| am quite lazy when it comes to
giving feedback, but | must
congratulate Binod Bhattarai's
“Still quiet on the western front”
(#52). The piece had good insight,
was objective, had smooth writing,
and most of all, it strived to present
the total picture rather than just
news crumbs we are used to from
other media.
Si Kaky
by email

SHRIVASTAVA

[ usually like CK Lal's critiques.
They make sense and he does

a very good job in getting his
message across. However, | found it
difficult to buy his arguments in
“Borderline hope” (#51). Having
been a development worker in the
tarai for several years and having
seen Birgunj through its transition, |
agree, Birgunj looks’” much better

today. But it may not be appropriate
to blindly promote Mayor Shrivastava
as a role model. Has Mr Lal visited
one of the public schools in town?
Has he tried to find out how the
municipality works? Has he gone to
the local hospital? A vast majority of
women and children still remain
illiterate. Dalits are not only
exploited, but tortured. | may be
cynical here, but it doesn't suit a
sincere columnist like Mr Lal to
promote politicians just because they
have beautified a city. By the way,
not everybody has access to the
Musical Fountain.

Deepak Khanal

Chicago, USA

CLOSET MAOISTS
Through your paper, | want to ask
some questions of the self-
proclaimed intellectuals of
Kathmandu (Letters, #51) how many
columns have you written criticising
terrorists? How many police-martyrs’
families have you visited? How many
times have you protested the killing
of innocents by ruthless murderers?
How many journalists have reported
the bravery of Nepalis fighting
terrorists in different parts of the
country? How many times lawyers
have asked terrorists to respect the
law? Who has asked terrorists to make
public the way they have spent their
loot? Tell you what, all you self-
proclaimed intellectuals of
Kathmandu are all closet Maoists.
CK Lal is against the Royal
family, the Army, the national

language and the unity of Nepali
people. But come on, grant the devil
his due. Lal is the only person | get to
read from back home who is
unequivocally against terrorists. At a
time when the only true test of
intellectual integrity is opposing
terrorism anywhere in the world in
whatever form, CK Lal does us proud
by his consistent opposition to the
terror tactics of those who call
themselves Maoists.
Bir Bahadur Chhetri
St John’s Medical College
Bangalore

UN-INTELLIGENTSIA

Itis difficult to understand why Nepali
intellectuals detest your

columnist CK Lal so much (Letters,
#51). He is the sole sane voice in the
English press of Nepal. Why is Umesh
so upset with inconsistency in Lal’s
views on village tourism? We should
be happy that Lal has finally realised
his folly and accepted the role of
tourism in the nation’s economy.
Better late than never. Just reading
your Letters is enough to expose the
idleness of Kathmandu intelligentsia.
It does nothing except follow the fad
of the day nationalism, Maoism, and
running down elected leaders of the
country. Kathmandu intelligentsia
does criticise Maoist excesses once in
a while, but only as an afterthought.
They spend most of their time
eulogising terrorists. | have only one
advice for Lal—stop defending Girija

and attacking Comrade Madhav
Nepal. The only political party that
can save the country is the UML. So
please come join us and raise the
banner of Bahudaliya Janabad with
the poor masses of Nepal.

Angad Gharti

Nepalgunj

STONE AGE
The only news from Nepal on the
Internet seems to be about Maoists
and their activities. What do they
really want? Terrorism is not going to
bring peace. It is hard to imagine that
there is so much violence in the
birthplace of the Buddha, whereas the
birthplace of Mao himself has
renounced his doctrine. | want to tell
Baburam Bhattarai: killing Nepali
daju, bhai, didi and baini is not going
to bring any revolution. It will just
drag us back to the stone age.
“Jyapudai and family”
Japan

FACADES

Nepali Times has knocked
architecture off its pedestal and
brought it down to the realm of public
debate (“The Valley's new fagade
fad”, #52). Ramyata Limbu is
repelled by Doric columns in the
mansions of Maharajganj, and | am
appalled by the indiscriminate use of
decorative bricks regardless of subject
or context. The tree guards in Durbar
Marg are a case in point. Will we now
see public toilets designed similarly?

By allowing the craftsmen to run amok
with their wares, architects can
sometimes betray ignorance of
subject and a total lack of control
over the whole exercise.
Bibhuti Man Singh
Kathmandu

UNDER MY HATS
| write not only to defend ‘Under My
Hat', but to praise it. (Letters, #51) It
alone makes Nepali Times worth
buying. It's brilliant! It pokes fun so
cleverly at everything in Nepali life
that needs to have fun poked at. Mr
Kafle in Manchester, you don't need
to read it, but for those of us who are
fans, may Mr Dixit's supply of hats
never run out—and thank you for one
of the best reads you can get.
C Stone
Thapathali

CLARIFICATION

Inthe story “The Valley’s new fagade fad”
(#52), Chandra Lekha Kayasthaiis
presumed to be working on Narayani
Hotel’s new fagade. The firmis not
connected with the project.

-Ed

| have never written a fan letter to a
writer before, but | must tell you
that I've been reading ‘Under My
Hat' from the beginning, both hard
copy and online, for about a year.
Kunda Dixit is as funny and incisive
as Jane Austen, my favourite
author. “Visit Nepal: You Have It Al
To Yourself” has firmed my
resolution to visit Nepal in October.
Hilary Dirlam
by email

Suresh Kafle's letter from
Manchester objecting to Under My
Hat (“Silly” #51) tends to confirm
the view of Scousers (denizens of
the port of Liverpool sinking into
the Irish Sea, and we don’t have
space here to explain the
derivation of “scouser”) that the
worthy citizens of Manchester, 30
miles to the east along the
Manchester Ship Canal, are a
miserable humorousless lot
wallowing solely in muck and brass.
Maybe the climate, which is even
wetter and greyer than Liverpool,
has something to do with it. Of
course, this gross stereotype will
draw howls of outrage from the
image consultants who are busy
rebadging Manchester as the
trendiest spot of yuppy high life
north of Islington, but pay no
attention. Under My Hat is
desperately needeed in these
lowering times. As a scouser would
say: yer gorra laf .
JHarrison
Liverpool and Kupondol
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Women and men wondet:
how will the Bill change thett lives?

The “women’s hill” is one step
closer to being made into law.
And people on all sides of the
debate want to know how it will
be implemented.

R Gauly, secondfrom lefs, with son S, daughters Rita and Reha, and a granddanghter.

RAMYATA LIMBU

t 60, Rama Gauli is
A almost content. Four of

her five children are
married and settled, and now
she’s on the lookout for a
suitable girl for her only son,
Sagar. “Then my responsibilities
are over. I can sit back and not
worry for the rest of my life,”
says Gauli.

On weekends, Gauli’s home
is a hub of activity, alive with
the sound of visiting daughters,
accompanying sons-in-law, and

grandchildren. Gauli can’t
imagine her family ever being
affected by something as
preposterous as the Property
Rights Bill, better known as the
Women’s Bill.

“It’s nonsense,” says Gauli
bristling. Mention of the bill is
the only thing that can upset her
equilibrium. “Tt really makes me
angry when I see people on
television going on about equal
inheritance rights for sons and
daughters. It’s never been that
way. I never got a share of

parental property. And neither
will my daughters. They know
better. Once girls get married,
they have their own families to
look after.”

Brought up in compliance
with the patrilineal principles of
Hindu social organisation, Gauli
believes that on marriage, women
break their link with their natal
family and go to join their
husbands’ family, but regain all
the rights they lost in making the
break in the husband’s family. “I
kenow my daughters will never ask

for an equal share, nor seek legal
recourse if the Bill becomes a
law,” says Gauli. “T've made sure
they ve well settled and have got
a good education.”

Gauli’s daughters share the
same value system. Says 28-year-
old Renu, “What kind of women
demand equal property. Don’t
they realise it will upset the
social balance and create discord
in families? And what about in
the tarai? Problems of dowry and
bride abuse are bound to
increase.”

From his corner of the family
living room, Rama’s son Sagar
says quietly, “In terms of gender
equalivy, I think it’s a justifiable
demand. But even if the Bill is
passed, enforcing it may be a
problem.” Rama shoots him an
admonishing look.

Even as people like Gauli
question the necessity of the
Property Rights Bill, a law that
challenges what are accepted as
Hindu social values, feminist
activists and Property Rights
lobbyists can’t help feeling a
twinge of optimism. They ve
been lobbying for this, the 11"
Amendment to the Muluki Ain
(Country Code) for almost a
decade. And now the
Amendment Bill is being given
final shape by Parliament’s Law
and Justice Committee before it
is sent to the Lower House for
voting, a major step in the
movement.

Says lawyer Meera Dhungel,
“Once the parliamentary
committee submits the final Bill
before the House, lawmakers are
morally bound to pass it. That's
the usual practice.” Dhungel is
especially pleased about the

approval of one of the most
controversial clauses in the
Bill—the Committee recently
decided that women could get
an equal share of parental
property as their brothers and
will not be required to return it
on marriage.

In 1993, Dhungelfiled a
writ petition at the Supreme
Court challenging existing
inheritance laws and initiating
the movement towards such a
bill. Her petition asked that the
term ‘son’ in clause 16 of the
Muluki Ain’s inheritance law be
repealed as it discriminates
against daughters. Current
inheritance laws allow a woman
to inherit paternal property only
if she is over 35 and unmarried.
If she gets married after this, she
must return the property to her
father or his male heirs. In
contrast, men above the age of
18 enjoy the right to inherit
paternal property in Nepal's
prevailing system of angsha, or
birthright inheritance.

“This is a big step, though
not the end of the battle for
social change and equalivy,” says
Sapana Pradhan Malla of the

HERE AND THERE

station? Was a confession obtained by force?

A whale of a tale

D id it take an extensive grilling in a seedy police

There are many geo-political uses for an

by DANIEL LAK

those plaques at the first available opportunity.
One of my favourites in this category is something

Were loved ones threatened? Or perhaps was
someone honest, newly arrived in the job or politically
partisan dishing up the goods on a predecessor? All of
these questions spring to mind with the past week’s
revelation that Japan had been using its foreign aid
budget to bribe small Caribbean countries in exchange
for their staunch opposition to a ban on commercial
whaling.

Whale meat is a delicacy in Japan, these days a
somewhat defiant one. Japanese whale consumers are
becoming rather good at savouring the flesh of
endangered marine mammals while the camera crews
of the sanctimonious West cluster around, arc lights
aglare, aggressive reporters hurling nasty questions.
But the fact is inescapable; the Japanese eat whales.
They also eat fugu fish, a species so poisonous that it
can only be cooked by specially trained chefs. Even
then, you reportedly get a certain numbness in your mouth that leaves you
unable to taste the fugu anyway which does rather throw the whole exercise
into question.

So, Tokyo spends its development budget on seeking nefarious
support for a damaging habit. Or it practises Realpolitik to swim
against the tide, and rewards those who paddle alongside. It depends on
your point of view. My point is not to denigrate the great nation of
Japan or its culinary
tastes. I merely wish to underline the many uses of an overseas
development Budget. The Americans once used theirs for funding anti-
Communist rebel groups in troubled lands or their neighbours. No

overseas development aid budget.

need here to regurgitate the debacle over the Khampas and their fight
with China. European nations too, in the past, have been pretty
creative with the aid spending. Saddam Hussein of Iraq got himself
some interesting and deadly toys from France, Germany, Switzerland a
few decades back, all funded from aid-generated export credits and
business development grants. There were pharmaceutical and
agrochemical plants that morphed into production lines for biological
and nerve gas nasties at the push of button, and each with a little sign
at the front gate “a gift from the people of ...etc.” I've heard it directly
from members of the UN monitoring team that European diplomats in
Baghdad had explicit instructions to carry screwdrivers and remove

Jar less harmful. In

the gorgeous Swat Valley in north-western Pakistan sits
an example of

Austrian largesse that has to be seen to be believed. It’s
a ski resort that arrived in its entirety in a series of
shipping containers from Europe: an Alpine chalet,
chair lifts, machines to groom the snow, racks of
equipment for the rental kiosk, espresso makers,
everything but tall, blonde instructors named Hans to
tempt the local ladies into an off-piste adventure. All
courtesy of the people of Austria. Sadly, the place has
never operated, the mountains of Swat have never
reverberated with the barking of St Bernards dashing to
save avalanche victims. The chalet sits forlorn, the ski
lift sags and only a few local kids have taken
advantage of the dusty bundles of Austrian skies to
ply the occasionally snowy slopes.

For that was the problem. Snow is an infrequent visitor to the
mountainsides of Swat and this made the challenge of learning to ski even
more acute. There are, 1 know, countless examples of this sort of thing in
Nepal. The point is not to ridicule, point fingers of horror or condemn out
of hand. It’s to realize that the efforts of the rich countries to help the
poor— however well intentioned—are often ineffective or motivated by
their own political, economic or culinary imperatives, as in Japan and its
Caribbean aid partners. Mind you, if I were Nepal’s UN ambassador and a
polite gentleman from Tokyo came calling with a bag of money and an
International Whaling Council membership, I'd be sorely tempted. After
all, there are a few dolphins left in the Karnali and Naryanai rivers. ¥
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Forum for Women, Law and
Development (FWLD). “The
provisions of the Bill mean that
women’s rights will no longer be
defined based on their marital
status, their welfare will not
depend on father, brother or
husband.”

Rights activists still see
weaknesses in the Bill, because
it distinguishes between married
and unmarried daughters, and
discriminates against widows
who have to return their share
of their deceased first husband’s
property should they remarry.

“Property rights are still
based on the sexuality and
chastity of women, which is an
archaic concept in the current
social context,” says Malla. “But
we can’t undermine the
importance of recent
developments. This is a big
step.” The FWLD cites 118
legal provisions and 67
schedules in 57 different laws
that discriminate against
women.

Prior to discussions on the
bill, the committee solicited
public opinion in 14 districts of
the country. Teams were
despatched to the grassroots
level. 92 percent of the people
surveyed demanded amendments
to the present system of division
of ancestral property. And yet
there are families like the Gaulis
where many members, even
women, are opposed to the Bill.
What they will do when it
comes into effect will be worth

observing.

The 11" Amendment to the
Muluki Ain was submitted by
the Ministry of Law, Justice and
Parliamentary Affairs in 1997, in
compliance with a 1995
Supreme Court ruling which
directed parliament to address
gender differences in the civil
code. The bill addresses a mix of
women’s issues, in large part
concentrating on property and
inheritance laws.

Says Prem Bahadur
Budathoki, member of the
Parliamentary Law and Justice
Committee, “It’s not as easy as
people think and I don’t think it
is time to celebrate, yet. We
have to be cautious and
balanced. The bill is bound to
get through. But more
homework needs to be done.
Despite the political
commitment expressed by the
various parties, [ think there are
still hurdles to cross. There is
still a need to lobby.” Women
activists are doing just that.
They have resorted to
international instruments like
the CEDAW (the UN
convention on elimination of all
forms of discrimination against
women), to which Nepal is a
signatory, to maintain pressure
on the government to bring
about judicial changes.

The Bill has been debated, it
has been found flawed by many,
including women’s rights
activists and lawyers, but now
that it is slowly moving forward,

"Property
rights are still
based on the
sexuality and

chastity of
women"

-Sapana Malla
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attention is shifting to the
problems that will arise if it
comes into effect. Tribhuvan
University sociologist Dr
Krishna Bhattachan cautions,
“The Bill has remained frozen
for so long, it is not going to be
easy getting it through. And even
if it does go through, the major
problem will be in implementing
it. The Bill can’t be
implemented in a homogenous
manner.” He feels the
movement, largely initiated by
Hindu women—Bahuns,
Chettris and Hinduised
Newars—encompasses few
women from Tibeto-Burmese
communities, where women
already enjoy a certain amount
of economic independence,
especially in matrilineal
communities, and often . In such
groups, worries Bhattachan, “the
Bill may encourage individualism
and affect the collective lifestyle
these communities enjoy.”

A few families we spoke to in
Kathmandu who were
ambivalent about the Bill
suggested that the Will system
might be an alternative, at least
in the cosmopolitan, multi-
ethnic Valley region. Bhattachan
recently assisted in pilot research
on public perception of the Will
system as an alternative to equal
rights to parental property. The
study also looks at the
implications of cross-border
marriages on property in the
tarai. Bhattachan concludes from
the data collected that in the
present context the disadvan-
tages of the Will system
outweigh its advantages. And in
the case of cross-border
marriages, particularly, the study
shows that public perception is
tilted in favour of equal rights to
parental property.

Other difficulties that
analysts see in implementing the
Bill effectively are the continuing
tradition of parents’ preference
for sons to inherit parental
property and the lack of role
models for women in economic
activities. They say that until it
becomes relatively common for
women to handle family financial
affairs, even if they inherit
parental property, the decisions
regarding the management of
this property will tend to be
taken by male relatives. Families,
for their part, worry about the
possible rise of conflict among
family members competing to
gain favour with property
owners, increase in fraud and the
rise of what Dr Bhattachan
describes as individualism.

In surveys and on the streets,
in all parts of our diverse
country, reactions to the
possibility of this new law are
varied and opinions are
passionately held. And as the
layperson learns more about the
changes, there will be other,
different reactions, and
unforeseen problems in their
implementation. For now, we
can only speculate. ¢

(For a more detailed reading
of the Bill itself, as well as the
1995 Supreme Court ruling
that eventually resulted in the
11 Muluki Ain Amendment,
see “Women, rights, and the
Bill”, #24.)

Crowds in the city

The numbers just keep growing. Preliminary results of the
National Census 2001 say the district of Kathmandu has a
population of close to 1.1 million—which means the popula-
tion has grown by 6.24 percent in the last decade. The
Central Bureau of Statistics tells us that 53 percent
(584,000) of the district’s residents are men and the remain-
ing 47 percent (512,000) are women. Over 700,000 people
live inside Kathmandu Metropolitan City, and some 40,000
live in Kirtipur Municipality.

The number of families living in the district has increased
by 92 percent in the last ten years. A decade ago, around
127,000 families lived in Kathmandu. Today, there are
almost 245,000. Seventy percent of these families live inside
the city area.

There’s some good news, though. The survey indicates
that nuclear family size has decreased from an average of
5.3 members in 1991 to 4.5 today.

Civil servants on drive

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

From lokta to magnetised diskettes. The Nepal
government's Nijamati Kitabkhana (record office) has finally
entered the cyber age. The country’s only organisation that
keeps records of Nepal's civil servants, the Kitabkhana
currently has data on more than 70,000 civil servants on
computer, and it is working on digitalising information on
more. The process of transferring the data, formerly re-
corded in cumbersome files wrapped in cloth bundles
stacked high on dusty shelves, took seven months, says
Tulsi Gautam, director of the Kitabkhana. Officials say the
computerisation of data ought to discourage civil servants
from falsifying their age to serve a few years more. Recently,
about 20 bureaucrats found guilty of changing their ages on
paper, were forced to retire.

Taxing the old

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

If you have a vehicle over 15 years old, prepare to pay up. In
addition to the regular transport tax that vehicle owners are
required to pay, the government has decided to apply an
additional 10 percent transport tax on private, government,
and public vehicles over 15. The tax, which will increase by
10 percent annually, is part of government efforts to check
the increasing air pollution in the Valley.

Environmentalists have welcomed the move. Studies
indicate that vehicles account for 60 percent of the air
pollution in the Valley, and are a major cause of respiratory
diseases. In Kathmandu, over 51 vehicles ply one km of
road at any given time. An estimated 20,000 vehicles in the
Valley are over 15 years old and another 15,000 are 20 years
old.

In an earlier decision, Nepal's Ministry of Population and
Environment announced that 20-year-old vehicles, and gas
and petrol run three-wheelers operated by two-stroke
engines will not be allowed to ply the Valley’'s roads from 16
November this year.

Japanese judge detained

Yasuhiro Muraki, one of the three Tokyo High Court judges
who decided on the continued detention of Govinda Mainali
on 19 May, 2000 is behind bars. Muraki, 43, who detained
Govinda in the highly publicised and

controversial “office lady murder” of Yasuko

Watanabe, is presently in the same Tokyo

Detention Centre as Mainali. His crime:

paedophilia. Even as Govinda’s attorneys

submitted the statement of grounds for the

final criminal appeal on 5 July, the dis-

graced High Court judge faces the possibil- —
ity of impeachment for seeking stimulation
with teenage prostitutes and for having paid sex with a 14-
year-old in January. Muraki told judges that he was weak-
minded by nature and was struggling to cope with the high
pressure world of criminal courts, and so sought stimulation
with under-age girls.

Blockbuster royale

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Sixties matinee idol Dev Anand wants to shoot another
blockbuster in Nepal. But this time the Hare Ram Hare
Krishna hero doesn’t have hippies in mind. Instead, he's set
his sights on Narayanhiti. In a recent interview with the
Hindustan Times, Anand, 78, says he has completed the
script on the royal regicide and now wants to shoot the
dramatic account of the run-up to the 1 June massacre. The
evergreen hero of Hindi cinema says the medium budget
film will stick to the official version of Prince Dipendra
gunning down his entire family, and will also explore the
Devyani angle. The film, scheduled for completion at year-
end, will feature a crop of newcomers. “The film will please
everybody. It will not rub anybody the wrong way,” says
Anand. Tall order that, knowing our conspiracy theorists.
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A generation of failure

PRADEEP SHRESTHA

Students outside the Gorkhapatra office, waiting for a copy of the newspaperwith their SLC results

Nepal’s school system has received an ominous
wake-up call—this year’s SLC results.

HEMLATA RAI

adiksha failed to get through

the educational “iron gate”,

the tenth standard School
Leaving Certificate (SLC)
examination this year. Her hours of
dedicated study at work and
countless hours of private tuition
together with coaching classes her
school provided—all in addition to
the school’s regular classes—could
not get her through a routine exam
she ought, by sheer dint of hard
work, to have passed.

Like thousands of her peers,
Sadiksha is now faced witha
dilemma: should she wait for
another year to take the exam again
or abandon her studies altogether.
With only ten years of schooling,
she has few choices. Higher
education is out for now, and Nepal
offers few useful vocational training
opportunities for people who opt,
or are forced, out of the formal
educational system and want more
practical skills. “It seems my
parents’ ten year investment on my
education has gone to waste,” says a
disheartened Sadiksha.

The trauma of individual
children and their parents’ fruitless
attempts to give them a decent
education is one depressing part of a
larger, very worrying story. The
government’s annual budget
allocation for schools is about Rs 14
billion, many say too little, and ill-
spent. And, when it comes to
testing students’ educational
abilities at the end of ten years of
schooling, only a handful prove fit
for a high school diploma that is not
terribly challenging anyway.

This year some 213,000 appeared
forthe SLC exam. 41,800, 0r31.6
percent passed. The drop in the pass
rate from the previous year: a
staggering 14 percent. Evenin 2000,
that rate, just45.7 percent, was down
from49 percent the previous year.

And, in absence of an academic
support system for students who
failed the exam, there is little
chance they will pass it when they
reappear the next time either. “This
will seriously damage the country—
out of sheer frustration because of
their failure, young people might
develop a negative attitude towards
society as a whole, or they might
use illegal methods to establish
themselves in society or make
themselves heard,” says educationist
Dr Man Prasad Wagle, who was a

member of the government’s high
level committee formed to
recommend policies and a working
plan for improvement in the school
System.

His claims are not far off the
mark—one only needs to look at
the country’s higher education
institutions, and our bureaucracy
and administration. Nepali
administration and bureaucracy are
mediocre and inefficient because of
many reasons, but surely one factor
is the fact that most government
employees there are simply not
qualified and lack a strong
foundation in the basics. A recent
government probe into forged
paperwork in the bureaucratic
structure found that a troublingly
large number of lower-level
government employees have falsified
their qualifications, and turned in
fake certificates bought from India
or from brokers within Nepal.

Inrecent years the government
has experimented with a number of
changes in textbooks and
examination modules. But few of
these have improved the quality of
education or even the performance
of students on standardised
examinations.

“Concentrating on students
only will not produce desired
results, the whole education system
needs to be revised and revamped,”
says Dr Wagle. The committee he
worked with submitted its report to
the Minister for Education last
month, recommending thata
mechanism to monitor and assess
the performance of teachers be set
up, and that the burden of
accountability in maintaining the
level of instruction be shifted to
various government education
offices and school administrations.
The committee also recommended
that 17 percent of the total
government expenditure be
allocated to the education sector.
(See “School reforms”, #50.)

Many of these changes will take
time, but this last recommendation,
one that is close to the heart of the
many educationists and students
groups that campaign for better
education, was not taken through in
last month’s budget, which came
some two weeks after the
committee presented its report.
Education will be only 14 percent
of government spending this fiscal
year, up just one percent from fiscal

2000/2001.

Decentralisation of education is
another long-standing demand of
Nepali educationists. Since the SLC
examination is controlled from the
centre, students from far-flung
districts are forced to take tests set
by the Office of the Controller of
Exams in Kathmandu. The
Controller’s office, say activists,
does not take into account the
conditions of education and ground
realities outside the Valley and
other urban areas. And often, the
exammodules are simply too
ambitious for a country like Nepal.
This year, for example, a new
component was introduced to test
students’ English language skills—a
listening comprehension test. Now
doing such exercises requires some
practice, and students outside
Kathmandu Valley were not familiar
with the technique of listening to a
mechanical voice over a cassette
player and answering questions
simultaneously. As a result, many
failed their English exams. The fact
1s, when new text and exam modules
are introduced, orientation is not a
priority for students or teachers.

The evaluation methods in
place to assess students’ educational
abilities are still very conservative.
“Our system puts too much
emphasis on end-of-the-session
exams, which is not scientific at all,”
says another educationist Dr
Hridaya Ratna Bajracharya,
Executive Director of the Research
Centre for Educational Innovation
and Development (CERID).

The Ministry for education is
trying to change this, and this year has
introduced amore realistic and liberal
promotion policy through the
continuous assessment system (CAS)
infive districts in Ilam, Chitwan,
Syangja, Surkhetand Kanchanpur.
This is Nepal’s second experiment
with such practices, and educationists
and child psychologists want to be
enthusiastic, but can’t help wondering
how itwill be implemented.
(“Teachingteacher”, #32)

Itis an indication of how
ineffective and downright scary the
school system has become that
despite their scepticism, teachers
and parents alike are now
demanding that the CAS be
introduced up to standard 10, with
school-leaving exams only in standard
12. Anything, they seem to think, is
better than what we have now. 4

TILL WE MEET AGAIN

by USHA RAMASWAMY

LEAVING KATHMANDU

the mauve tracery of jacaranda, the pink-

N ot the spring, with its kindly breezes and

and-white froth of peach and plum
trees... Not the summer, with lime blossom
spiking the afternoon heat, jasmine and
honeysuckle spicing the long twilights... Not
the monsoon, with its lowering clouds and
rain greening the Valley, ipomoea and crepe
myrtle enlivening grey afternoons... Not the
autumn, chrysanthemums blazing in the
gardens, mist hiding the hills, the first of the
shivery dawns... Not, definitely not the winter,
with snow peaks glittering in crystal skies,
winter jasmine starring garden walls,
exhilarating morning walks, silvery breaths
wreathing heads like nimbus... There’s no
time when it's not wrenching to leave this city.

Leaving is inevitable for those of us who
here on a time-bound sojourn. For me the
rituals of leave-taking have a whiff of last rites
about them. (Farewell dinners as viaticum?)
Because, although some of us do return for a
visit, despite resolutions and promises, many
never do. So collecting souvenirs and photo-
graphs, hoping our memories serve us well,
we board the plane that takes us into yet
another unknown.

What is it about Kathmandu that touches
the life of so many? What, despite the obvious
negatives, makes us wax sentimental about
it? Is it the mystique of the
mountains? The sobriquet
of spiritual capital of the
kingdom of the gods? The
nostalgia for a lost horizon,
a Shangri La? Is it because
the country appears to be a
last bastion of innocence,
and the city a fitting
memorial to it? Perhaps all
this, and more. To discover
the magic of Kathmandu, of
the Valley and Nepal, one
must live here. And take to
the hills as often as
possible.

Cities march to a
distinct and individual
beat. Kathmandu exudes
friendliness and easy
living. Its rhythm has not
entirely been affected by the vicissitudes of
time or the distorting, truncating effects of
tourism. The old ways, the grace is very
much part of its culture. After a while you
find your feet in any city; in a few fortunate
ones like Kathmandu, you find yourself.
One reason is the city’s relaxed pace, its
attitude of acceptance and contentment.
You don’t have to anything here, as you
have to in other cities, and that is heady
freedom.

Kathmandu is nurturing. It offers
succour and solace—just a glimpse of the
hills or a drive up to gaze upon vale and
peaks is uplifting. At other times it makes
gentle overtures of goodwill and
friendliness, rather like the open-handed
temple offerings its people are always

making. It is intimate and private, like an
ideal home, providing refuge from the
elements but also a door that can be
closed. Living in Kathmandu gives you a
permanent sense of coming home, of
arrival in an apocryphal sense. This is
perhaps why there are so many stories of
expatriates coming here for a week and
staying for 25 years.

Cities wear distinct colours—the history,
the traditions and spirit of a place all colour
it. | see Kathmandu as blue-green-gold.
The colours of romance, equanimity and
spiritual wealth. Residents and visitors
often say there is an indefinable spiritual
quality here. There’s hardly a morning |
don’t pass a woman bearing covered trays
of puja offerings, or lighting a lamp on her
doorstep or decorating her gate with
flowers. Every street corner has a temple
or idol, every day is a feast or festival or
thanksgiving. Incense hangs in the air,
the sound of temple bells pierces it, and
auspicious red colours it. It must be the
rarefied atmosphere too, the emptiness
of the mountains, and the thought-
clarifying cold that has drawn saints
through the ages to seek spiritual
attainment here.

Everyone has a few precious memories.

Living in Kathmandu is like coming

home to a strange, beautiful place.

Nabakov wrote (in another context) “...a pilot
light is steadily burning somewhere in the
basement and a mere touch applied to
one’s private thermostat instantly results
in a quiet little explosion of familiar
warmth.” We all know those little bursts. |
take with me several from Nepal. A clear
favourite is our first trek in Solu-Khumbu
when the guide suddenly turned round to
us at a corner on a steep incline. Jerking
a thumb behind him, he said laconically:
“Everest.” And there it was, nature’s
biggest box-office draw. | hold lots of
other memories, less dramatic perhaps,
but just as dearly enduring—of all the
good times around dozens of fires, the
countless toasts raised, and the laughter
that goes on. ¢

IHSOr vdny
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How is such a fundamental
chasm going to be bridged, and
does Deuba need a consensus
from all parliamentary parties on
what he is going to talk about?

Prachanda wants the ISDP,
the paramilitary Armed Police
Force and the Public Security
Regulations scrapped before any
talks. It is hard to imagine Deuba
letting go of these, because that
will defang the government. The
new prime minister also has to
clear up the issue of army
deployment in Rolpa and
elsewhere. Koirala’s resignation,
according to senior Nepali
Congress sources, came immedi-
ately after a disagreement with
King Gyanendra last Wednesday
over the Rolpa deployment.
Koirala felt the army was not
moving in to rescue captured
policemen despite a clear
objective and mandate from the
National Security Council. The
army’s chain of command is
going to be a touchy issue. How
will Deuba deal with the king?

Streamlining governance and
curbing corruption, highly
desirable though these issues
may be, will be difficult with
some of the powerful,
tainted and ambitious
figures in Deuba’s cabinet
lineup. We have seen before
that long-term, non-partisan
national interest is pretty low
down on their list of priorities.
And behind the curtains there is
a vindictive Koirala licking his
wounds, and waiting to give Deuba
ataste of his own medicine. Can
Deuba rein in his cabinet?

The UML is feeling the
squeeze from the Maoists and
wants dialogue with the rebels
to be all-party and not govern-
ment-Maoists only. It is
pleased itis facing local
elections next year with Deuba
at the helm and not the
organisationally stronger
Koirala. Still, they will be
waiting to pounce on any issue
like the recent hike in electricity
tariffs. What will the UML’s
next Lauda be?

Nepal has seen no major
foreign direct investment in the
past five years and business
confidence has sunk to an all-
time low. The royal massacre
has already hit the tourism
industry and news-bites on the
insurgency will continue to scare
away tourists. Nothing will work
without peace, which Deuba has

to go

recognised is the number one
priority. But can he deliver, and
how soon?

“I don’t think this is the time
to be totally hopeful, says Dr
Pitamber Sharma, a leftist analyst.
“There have been good moves by
both Deuba and Prachanda, but
we don’t know what they have up
their sleeve.” For now, both sides
need breathing space. The
Maoists need to consolidate their
position and rethink their strategy
after the tactical confusion about
how to cash in on the royal
massacre. Deuba needs time to
settle down, but he won’t get
much.

The Maoists see the 1 June

VAYVHOVYrva NIN

royal massacre as a historical
opportunity to move towards
setting up a “people’s republic”.
Political parties that accept the
present constitution oppose this.
The Maoists will try to bank on
the poor public image of the
king’s son Paras, likely to be the
next monarch, to sell their idea to
the masses. They will also try to
demoralise the army and build on
rifts between Singha Durbar and
Narayanhiti over the army.
“Legally there is no doubt
that government can use the army
whenever it considers it necessary,
but based on the experience of his
predecessor, Deuba has an uphill
task ahead, taking the army and
the king into confidence,” says
Ganesh Raj Sharma, a constitu-
tional lawyer and political analyst.
Unlike his predecessor, who had a
full-time defence minister to
oversee the ISDP implementation
and have one-more vote in the
National Security Council, Deuba
has kept the crucial defence
ministry and seven others
(including foreign) with himself.
The most immediate question
is what to do with the army
already deployed in Nuwagaon in
Rolpa. The military cannot back
out until there is a face-saving
release of the remaining
policemen taken from
Holeri. Maoist central
committee member
Rabindra Shresthaina
Jana Aadesh article
warns the army to keep
out. He says the
Maoist demand is for
Deuba to immediately
cancel the army’s
deployment under the
ISDP in 11 districts,
especially its “base
areas’”.
In a statement soon
after being elected on
Monday, Deuba recognised
that the economy and
tourism wouldn’t stand a
chance without first resolving
the Maoist threat. Luckily for
him, Nepal’s macro-economic
indicators are sound. Last
year’s healthy monsoon and
foreign remittance kept the
annual growth rate ata
decent six percent. But
foreign investments have
dried up, and income from
exports like garments,
pashmina and carpets are
down. And the big dollar
earner, tourism, has suffered a
serious setback.

“There is still hope, all we
need for a rebound is peace and
consistent efforts at developing
tourist infrastructure,” says
Pradeep Raj Pandey of the
Nepal Tourism Board. “If we
have that, I'm confident tourism

can take care of itself.”

THE INTERNATIONAL ENGLISH LANGUAGE CENTRE & ACADEMY
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% Qualified foreign teachers from UK, USA and Australia
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THE INTERNATIONAL ENGLISH LANGUAGE CENTRE & ACADEMY
Ghattekulo, Dillibazar, Kathmadu (next to SM College)
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Rolpa’s

by SAMRAT RANA

lessons

Military force is only a means, and not an end by itself. It has to be
deployed judiciously, decisively and in conjunction with other

elements of state power.

kidnapped by Maoists from Holeri post in

Rolpa, was the first instance in which the
Maoist and the Army have come eyeball-to-eyeball
during the current insurgency eyeball (“Still quiet
on the western front”, #52). The use of the
terminology “security forces” by the government
spokesmen in their following press statements
was also a significant first.

“Security forces”, is a generic term describing
a government organisation consisting of civil
administrators, police, intelligence and military
elements, geared towards waging joint or
combined operations against an insurgent
movement. You could be a pessimist and say the
government is only generating spin, and does not
understand the implications of this terminology and
the approach it signifies. On the other, it could also
point to the welcome arrival of a fresh and
distinctive change in the government’s attitudes
and decision-making process vis-a-vis the
insurgency.

In order to govern a nation according to the
laws of the land and international norms, a
government has an array of powers in hand of
which force is one. The use of force is also
regarded as a government’s last resort and has
two aspects to it: one internal and the other
external. Usually, any force which has to be
applied to sort out internal law and order crises is
carried out by a police organisation, and application
of force against external threats is taken care of
by the military.

However, modern nation states face a
multiplicity of security problems and challenges. A
totally new and comprehensive dimension of
security has emerged because of factors such as
easy accessibility to destructive weapons and
technology, organised crime and other such non-
military threats. The use of military force to shore
up government response against such multi-
dimensional threats has now become a matter of
common practice around the world. Nevertheless,
one must always remember that military force is
only a means, and not an end by itself. It has to be
deployed judiciously, decisively and in conjunction
with the other elements of power at the disposal of
governments, so as to achieve the desired results.

The recent deployment of the Royal Nepal
Army in Rolpa created ripple of effects throughout
civil society and the military. The belief that a quick
and decisive resolution of the problem is at hand is
premature. The Maoist movement was not born
because of military reasons, the root cause of the
problem lies in the political, social and economical
domain. The singular use of military force to cure
an essentially socio-political and socio-economic
problem would address only the symptoms and not
the cause of this crisis.

Once deployed will the government be able to
sustain the military gains, and the favourable press
coverage for any substantial period of time? These
are some questions that policy makers must
reflect upon deeply in the course of
formulating, evolving and articulating a
comprehensive counter-insurgency
strategy involving the use of military
force.

The new prime minister and his
government will need to come to
terms with the reality that the police
force is in shambles and the
administration is in dire straits. There
is not much doubt in any ones mind
that military assistance is required to
support a collapsing administrative
edifice. Ifitis true that Girija Prasad
Koirala deployed the army in Rolpa
with the aim of releasing the 69 police
hostages so as to resign in a blaze of
glory, then it was a stupendous folly.

Itis also clear that Koirala
struggled to establish clear civilian
control over the army. But was this
issue ever in doubt? The real question
is: should the army be used to pursue
party and individual interests or should

T he use of the military to rescue 69 policemen

this force be applied to pursue national interests and
national objectives? We must rationalise the
government’s habitual acts of illogical behavior, loss
of focus and its misplaced priorities. As the role of
the army assumes a higher profile, it is essential that
the army shouldn’t be perceived as a threat to
Nepal's nascent democracy and good governance.
All effort must be made to tap and exploit its
unquestioned nationalist credentials and profes-
sional abilities.

Civilian politicians need to be aware of the
procedures for and implications of the application of
military force to achieve political objectives. Military
force applied senselessly is more of a liability than
an asset. The government’s Integrated Security and
Development Package (ISDP) to counter Maoist
activities is by all standards a sound one. It has
rightfully recognised the center of gravity of the
problem as resting on two pillars: one the general
population and the other the comprehensive
organisation of the Maoist. The key to success
therefore, lies in being able to articulate the concept
very clearly to a wide audience by putting forward
in very lucid terms the prioritised objectives of the
ISDP strategy. This then has to be backed up by a
firm will and strong resolution. Protracted warfare is
the essence of the Maoist strategy. Therefore,
looking for quick fix results is essentially against the
very nature of the problem. In this sort of a conflict,
patience is not only a virtue but also a necessity.

The recent face off between the army and
Maoists in Rolpa confirms that “any action has an
equal and opposite reaction”. An objective analysis
of the event clearly showed the effect of applying
military force directly and abrasively. The subse-
quent critical press coverage generated also
revealed much ignorance about the variety of
military applications and options available to the
government. It is therefore, crucial for civilians to
understand that as professionals the military must
be given an explicit objective by the civilian leader-
ship, and the military can then come up with an
array of logical options and matching capabilities to
be applied.

The civilian leadership must also understand that
interference and politicisation of the affairs of the
military is detrimental. The singular and myopic
approach of using military means only to counter
the Maoists is a lame strategy, and a prescription
for failure. ¢

Samrat Ranais the pseudonyn of a senior military

officer.
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Virus alert

A worm virus called Sircam discovered on 17 July wreaked havoc on computers around
the world last week. The virus, which Symantec, makers of Norton Anti-Virus software,
says causes ‘medium-damage”, spreads through the Internet and networks. It can do
either of the following: send out large numbers of emails to the infected PC itself and
also randomly select addresses from the address book; select documents at random
from your hard drive and email those often confidential files around the world, delete
files on the C drive, and degrade performance (by adding text at each startup and filling
the hard drive). The worm is distributed through email, coming with messages with a
first line like “Hi! How are you,” and ending note saying “See you later. Thanks.” The
attachments are named at random. The best way to prevent your computer from being
infected is to have your computer protected by the latest update from Norton Anti-virus—
which finally, three days later, had a remedy for the virus.

Export watch

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Nepal's overseas exports were slow all through the past fiscal year, with sales in India
and abroad slower than previous years. Ten-month statistics of the central bank show
that despite overall exports being up by about 18 percent, there has been a marked
decline in some major individual products. Carpet exports were down by almost 13
percent to Rs 7.14 billion in mid-May 2000/01 compared to the Rs 8.17 billion in the
same year-earlier period. Likewise, those of readymade garments dropped by about four
percent to Rs 11.31 billion compared to the 13.94 billion they earned in the same period
in 1999/00. The central bank has reported continued increase in pashmina exports:
sales overseas was up by 102 percent to Rs 3.88 billion but those to India was down by
10 percent to Rs 2.55 billion. Among the major exports to India, those faring well were
vegetable ghiu whose sales rose by 24 percent to Rs 2.68 billion and copper wires/rods,
sales of which shot up by 322 percent to Rs 1.64 billion. Toothpaste and soap exports
have both slowed down, toothpaste sales by about eight percent to Rs 1.77 billion and
soaps by about one percent to Rs 819 million—both decreases are said to be in part
due to India’'s new countervailing duty on manufacturer’s retail price that began to be
levied in March.

Economist speaks

After almost 20 years at the Nepal Rastra Bank, Yubaraj Khatiwoda, executive director of

the Nepal Rastra Bank’s research division, says he finally feels he has done a good job.

That was when the Federation of Nepalese Chambers of Commerce (FNCCI)

recognised his work at the bank last week. A PhD in monetary economics, Khatiwoda

has spent his years at the bank generating vital economic data for the government, to

which NRB is an advisor. His division is the main authority on Balance of Payments,
consumer prices and data on trade with India.

“‘We seem alright for the short-run,” says Khatiwoda of the
country’s macroeconomic health. “But because investment is
down, things may not be as good in the medium or long term.”
The improved short-term picture has resulted at the cost of
investment. The fixed capital formation was just 10 percent in
the last fiscal year, which he says is not enough to maintain a
steady overall growth, especially in a country where the capital
input-output ratio in Nepal is about 4:1—getting one rupee back

in a year after putting in four. “We’re at a low level economic equilibrium now but would
have to pump in investment to get on the fast lane,” he adds.

Khatiwoda is one of the few Nepali professionals who hasn’t always spoken the
official line. In the early years of privatisation, when he had cautioned for more
transparency and equity, he was even labelled a “Leftist advi sor to a centrist
government.” “Now every one thinks that was where we went wrong,” he says. Says the
economist:: “As an individual, | have my vote, but at work | do my best to be totally
professional.”

NDBL oversubscribed

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

A press release of the Nepal Development Bank Limited says over 83,000 people
applied to buy the 480,000 shares (par value Rs 100) it had offered, oversubscribing the
issue 27 times. This is not the first time a public issue has been oversubscribed, which
economists say is a reflection of the lack of adequate investment opportunities
elsewhere and the low interest rate offered by banks on time deposits.

NEA-Butwal Power PPA

The Nepal Electricity Authority (NEA) has signed a long-overdue power purchase
agreement with the Butwal Power Company, which is now being processed for
privatisation. Under the two-year agreement, the NEA will buy power at Rs 2.36 per
kilowatt from BPC’s Andhikhola project and at Rs 3.26 from its Jhimruk project in fiscal
year 2001/02. The purchase price will be Rs 2.50 and Rs 3.46 in fiscal 2002/03. The
agreement also allows the BPC to continue selling power directly to consumers directly
in parts of Syanjga, Palpa, Pyuthan and Arghakanchi districts.

Fancy mugshots

Tired of drab old passport photographs? Try the Kodak Picture
Maker, a digital instant photo kiosk. The machine is said to
print photographs instantly—with users able to customise the
backgrounds, colours, shape and size of their mugshots. The
kiosk prints the usual passport and autograph size photo and
memory pictures, and also postcards, stickers, business and
invitation cards—cropped, zoomed, and red-eye reduced. And
if that weren’t enough, you can store all this on floppy
diskettes. The kiosk will be up and running at the Kodak
Express Store in early August.

Photo Concern, the sole distributor of Kodak products in
Nepal, told us the machine will set buyers back a cool Rs
350,000. Saikul Azam, Kodak’s South Asia coordinator, says
it's a low investment on high technology with great returns.

ECONOMIC SENSE

by ARTHA BEED

Whither education?

The problem with education is more than the private/ public debate.

hirty two percent passed.
T This was what the nation

heard earlier this month,
when the SLC results were
announced. This is worrying. But
what is more so is the pass
percentages in public schools
compared with their private
counterparts. There are districts in
which numerous public schools had
zero pass rates. Even in a district
like Kabhre, that is high in the
Human Development Index, the
overall pass rate was 25 percent—
85 percent of these students were
from private schools, the remaining
15 percent, from public schools.
Education is already such a fraught
issue. And given these statistics,
how can the Nepali public be
blamed for losing faith entirely in
public schools?

Weneed to take this debate toa
higher level than hand-wringingand
name-calling. What s at stake here is
nothing less than future employment,
social welfare and the national
economy. The government spends
justover Rs 2,000 per student per
year, hardly a sign of committed
engagement. Private education is too
expensive to be available to many
Nepalis. And we can’tjust blame the
government fornot pumping in
enough cash. Inmany places, the
public school teachers are paid more
than those in private schools, but the
quality of education is as poor asin
otherplaces. Things like motivation

and dedication are hard to set
standards for and even harder to put
price tags on. But there are other,
more quantifiable features of the
education system, especially at the
secondary level, like its methods of
examination.

The SLC exam creates two kinds
of problems. One, although the pass
rate appears dismal tous, the fact is
thatevery year, itrises slightly. Those
who pass cannot all be accommodated
inour better institutions of higher
instruction, so they continue to
receive a mediocre education. As for
the ones who fail, they tend to add
to the count of the unemployed.
Take it from the Beed, every
student who goes through the SLC
system aspires to a coloured collar,
whether blue or white. The
educational system does not respect
vocations—a continuation of rote
learning and mechanical thoughtare
seenas the end all study aspires to—
and so children of farmers or
carpenters go looking for desk jobs. In
rural Nepal, once a person appears for
the SLC exam, it is demeaning for

that person to go and work in the
fields or even stay in the village.
They migrate to urban areas,
increasing the claims on already
scarce resources. The notion thata
job, whether government or private
sector, is basically subsidised living
has permeated the consciousness of
this nation. Everyone wants to
earn more by working less and
believes ajob is the way there.
India has lessons for us—
quality education can be made
affordable. The states lagging
behind in India are the ones where
the educational system is
comparable to ours. It is now very
important that we look at the
education sector in totality, in the
context of what this country needs
and has. We need to examine the
utility of national level
examinations at so many levels,
as well as the system of exams
themselves in place. And we need
to bring back respect to
traditional professions and
vocations and realise that while
having a formal education is an
important aspect of life in
modern times, it need not
determine what we do, how we
make our living. What it does do
is enhance our ability to do those
things, especially if we return to
traditional professions. ¢

Readers can post their views at
arthabeed@yahoo.com
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TO BE FINISHED. NEED ANYONE SAY MORE?

BUT THS SUCCESS HAS CREATED A
SKEWED SUPPLY SITUATION. EXPECT
POWER CUTS THS WINTER IN APRL-MAY
2001, BUT THENNO SHORTFALLS UNTIL
200L. AFTER THAT, THEREWLL BE ABIG
from p. 1 E> POWER SURPLUS DURNG THE MONSOONS,
BUT LOAD SHEDDING WILL RETURN DURNG
THENEA IS ALSO IN A DILEMMA STORAGE CAPACTTY. ASARSSLTTHERESA | KEEP COSTS DOWN, COST OVER-RUNS ARE THE DRY SEASON AND INWINTER, UNLESS
BECAUSE OF ADISPUTEWITHCONTRACTORS | POWER SURPLUS DURNG LOW DEMAND GOING TO BE REPEATED WITH MIDDLE SOME MEDIUM—SIZE STORAGE PROJECTS ARE
ON VARIATION FROM THE ORIGNAL PERIODS LIKE THE MONSOON, AND A MARSYANGDI AS WELL[ISAYS ONE LAUNCHED QUICKLY. ¢
ESTIMATE, AND THERDEMANDFORMORE | POWER'SHORTAGE DURNG HGH-DEMAND |  GOVERNMENT ENGINEER. MIDDLE
PAYMENT N ORDER TO ACCELERATE THE WINTER AND LEAN PRE-MONSOONMONTHS. | MARSYANGDI S BEING BULT WITH A
WORK BEFORE WINTER. [T NOW LOOKS IDEALLY, THENEA SHOULDBE ABLE TOSAY | GERMAN GRANT EARMARKED FORARWN Il
UNLKELY THAT EVEN THE FIRST OF THREE ITWILL ONLY BUY DRY SEASON PFOWER AT THE CANCELLATION OF WHICHIN 1993
TURBINES GENERATING 48MW EACHWILL | PREMIUM PRICE, AND THE PRVATE SECTOR |  PAVED THEWAY FOR THE SLEW OF FROECTS
BE COMPLETED BEFORE FEBRUARY 2002. WOULD RESPOND TO THAT. UNDERPRESENT | INTHE PAST EIGHT YEARS.
WHICH COULD MEAN POWER CUTS THS CONTRACTS, THE AUTHORTY ISFORCED TO BUT THENEA IS TRAFFEDBY A
WNTER BUY ALL PFOWER CHLR\EDOUTBYRIN-OF— | MIXTURE OF DONOR POLITICS, TIED AID,
FORSOMEONE STRUGGLING WITH RIVER PRIVATE GENERATORS LIKE KHMTI HGHLEVEL CORRUPTION LEADNG TO
DEADLINES AND STRAINNG TOMEET THE AND BHOTE Kosl, INcLUDING FLoonl] ROLITICAL NTERFERENCE, LACK OF
CONFLICTING DEMANDS OF CONTRACTORS, ENERGY RESULTING INUPTO,000 GWH |  COMPETITIVE BIDDING AND POLICY
LOCAL PEOPLE ANDMINISTRY BLREAUCRATS | GONG WASTE. THSISNEARLY L0 PERCENT |  CONFUSION. PART OF THIS CONFUSION IS
INKATHVANDU, K APALI LOOKS OF NEA'S TOTAL FRESENT ENERGY SEEN IN CONTRADICTORY DONOR POLICIES
SURPRSINGLY SANGUINE. HE TOLD US: PRODUCTION. WITH SOME PUSHING PRVATE SECTOR
(THS IS NEPAL, YOU EXPECT THE THS ANOMALY IS NOT GOING TOBE INVESTMENT, WHLE OTHERS WANT TO
UNEXPECTED. ANDBY OUR STANDARDS, RESOLVEDBY KALI GANDAKI, SNCEITONLY | WORK WITH THENEA. AS ARESULT, THE
THNGS HAVE SOFAR GONE FRETTY HAS SIX HOLRS OF DALLY PONDAGE. PRE— NEANOW IS IN CONFLICTING ROLES AS A
SMOOTH.Y.INEA OFFICIALS CLAM THAT MONSOONS WITH LOW SNOW MELT AND PRODUCER REGULATOR, AND DISTRBUTOR.
DESPITE THE COST OVERRUNS, AND THE LITTLE RAN COULDRESULT N THE SAME /AND IRONICALLY, IT IS FORCED TOBUY
VARIATIONS ON ORGINAL ESTIMATES THEY CRPFLING FOWERSHORTFALLSWE SAWTHS | FOWERFROM FOREIGN JOINT VENTURES FOR A
HAVE MANAGED TOSCRMP ANDSAVELP | YEARINMAY. BUT THENEXT PLANNED PRICENEARLY DOLBLE OF WHAT T CAN
T0$30 MILLION ON THE PROECTBUDGET, | HYDROPOWER PROJECT INNEPAL IS THE GENERATE WITHITS OWN PROECTS LIKE THE
BUT NDEPENDENT WATEREXPERTSSAY | 7OMW MIDDLE MARSYANGDI, WHICHIS | 20MW CHILIME. SMALL NEPALI
THENEAHAS SUFFERED CHRONICALLYFRIM | ALSOARIN-CF—RVER ASAREMANYOFTHE | INVESTORS, MEANWHILE, HAVE TO
WEAK LEGAL CONTRACTS WITHFRIVATE OTHER SMALLERFROJECTS THENEPALI COMPETE WITH THENEA. SAYS GYAWAL:
POWER PRODUCERS AND WITH FOREIGN PRVATE SECTORIS INVESTING IN. (WE NEED TO STREAMLINE THE NEA'S
CONTRACTORS FORFROECTS LKEKALI AMEDIUM-SIZE RESERVORFROECT | ROLEBY UNBUNDLING. THIS WOULD LEAVE
GANDAKI, SOME OF THESE CONTRACTS WOULD SOLVE THS SEASONALITY FROBLEM, |  MEDIUM-SIZE RUN-OF-RVERFROJECTS FOR
HAVE BEEN PUSHED THROUGH WITH BUT THE NEXT PLANNED STORAGE DAM S PRIVATE NEPALI CAPITAL TO DEVELOP,
POLITICAL FRESSURE TOATTRACTSHONCASE | THE AUSTRALIAN JOINT VENTURE 750MW | MUNICIPALITIES CAN HANDLE DISTRBUTION
FOREIGN INVESTORS. THENEAIS WEST SETIPROJECT. SADLY, THSISONLY | INURBAN AREAS AND CUT THEFT, AND THE
THEREFORE SADDLED WITHHGH DOLLAR— MEANT FOREXPORT TO INDIA AND EVEN NEA WOULD REMAIN A NATIONAL
DENOMINATED PRICES FOR POWNERWHICH T |  THENITWON'TBE READY FORANOTHERTEN |  ELECTRICITY HGHWAY FORFOWER EXPORT
HAS NO OPTION BUT TO PASS ON TO THE YEARS. WATER ECONOMIST DIPAK ToINDIA.0
CONSUMER. GYAWALI SEES AWAY ouT: [WEST SE THE SLVERLINNG N ALL THS IS
(THERE IS NO REASON WHY NEA SHOULD HAVE BEEN DEVELOPEDASA 350 |  THAT THINGS WOULD HAVE BEEN MUCH
CAN'TMAKEWATER-TIGHT OONTRACTSJSAYS | MW STORAGE PROJECT FOR THE NEPALI WORSE IF NEPAL HAD DECIDED TO GOFOR
BIKASH PANDEY OF WINROCK NATIONAL GRD, AND THS COULDBE THE ARUN 11l BACK IN 1993 AS THE WORLD
INTERNATIONAL, NEPAL. [ITHEREASONIS | NEXT MAJOR DEVELORMENT PROVECT FOR BANK DESFERATELY WANTED US TO. ITWAS
EITHER POLITICAL NTERFERENCE, R THENEA To INDERTAKE ] THE FORESIGHT THEN OF SOME FLANNERS N
INCOMPETENCE, 0RBOTH.[] PANDEY SAYS SOWHAT DOWE DO TILL THEN? THE WATER BUREAUCRACY, UNDP'S
THE NEA SHOULD HAVE THE CONFIDENCE | DEMAND-SIDE INTERVENTIONS LIKE TME— | RESIDENT COORDINATOR GEROLD BERKE
TOSAY ITIS ONLY GONG TOWORK ON OF-DAY METERNG AREURGENTLYNEEDED, | AND ACTIVISTS WHO PUSHED FORMORE
RESERVORFROECTS ANDLET THEFOREIGN | ANDEXFERTS SAY NEPALNEEDS TO COST—EFFECTIVE, MEDIUM-SIZE FROECTS
JONT VENTURES COME INONRIN-OF—RVER | SEROUSLY CONSIDEREXPORTING SURPLLS LIKE KALI GANDAKI. GOVERNMENT
SCHEMES, ORVICE VERSA. INEAANDTHE | MONSOON POWER TO ENERGY—STARVED OFFOALSSTLL RECALL THEERCBATTLES
PRVATE SECTOR SHOULD DECIDE WHATEACH | NORTH INDIA. THIS COULD AMONT TO DURING MEETINGS BETWEEN THE WORLD
SHOULD BUILD AND DIVIDE IT P[] HE ISOMW BY THE TIME KALI GANDAKI BANK AND THE UNDP IN 1992 OVER
ADDS. COMES ONSTREAMNEXT YEAR. THEOTHER | ARUN Il AND KALI GANDAKI. TODAY, FOR
FALLTY POLICY HASRESULTEDN A THNG TODOIS TOSTRENGTHEN THENEA'S | LESS THAN THE 00ST OF ARN IIl, NEPAL
POWER GLUT DURING THE MONSOON HAND N FUTURE FROUECTS. [ICONTRACTORS | NOW HAS NEARLY AS MUCH POWER FROM
BECAUSE ALL HYDROPOWERPLANTS IN HAVE ALWAYS HELD THE UTILITY HOSTAGE, FIVE MEDIUM-SIZE PROVECTS, AND THEY
NEPAL (EXCEPT KULEKHAN) ARERN-OF— | ANDUNLESS THENEACANFIXTHEPRCE | WEREALL COMPLETEDNLESS THANTHE
RVERSCHEMES WITH ALMOSTNOSEASONAL | WITH AN INCENTIVE ON THE CONTRACTORTO | TIME IT WOULD HAVE TAKEN FOR ARWN I
moEE =3 ndpE =
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Two recent books on Himalayan

water demystify and demythify
this precious resource.

MADHUKAR UPADHYA

he Himalayan region, of

which Nepal is a part,

stores one-fifth of the
world’s fresh water. It is therefore
fitting that two landmark books
this year on water management
and regional cooperation to
harness water resources should
both be published in Nepal.

The first is Himalayan Waters
by the Bhutanese water expert
Bhim Subba and published by the
communication and media
training agency, Panos South
Asia. The other is Water in
Nepal, a collection of articles and
monographs by Nepali resource
economist, Dipak Gyawali and
published by Himal Books.
Between them, the two books
have the potential to turn anyone
into an arm-chair water expert.
The lay reader, journalist,
academic, policy makers and
donors get a tour de horizon of
the enormous hurdles and
stupendous potential for better
water management in the region
and in Nepal.

The Himalaya is the
fountainhead of water that
sustains some 1.5 billion people.

Water from the roof of the world
Sflows down the Indus to the
Arabian Sea, it flows north from
the Karakoram to the Aral and
the Caspian, from eastern Tibet it
gurgles down the Yangtse to the

Chinese heartland, it tracks down
the Mekong and Irrawady to
south-east Asia, and through the

Ganga-Brahmaputra system it
flows to the Bay of Bengal.

But despite this enormous
water storage capacity, as Subba
points out, the South Asian
region suffers from the curse of
too little or too much water. For
four months during the monsoon
season, there is too much water.
For the rest of the eight months,
there is too little. That is why
Cherrapunji in Meghalya, which
gets about 9,000 mm of
precipitation a year is described as
the “wettest desert in the world’.
During the non-monsoon months,
there is actually a water shortage in
this eastern Indian town. “The
region is water rich but yet water
stressed,” writes Subba.

The Himalaya provide a
valuable source of water for
drinking, irrigation, energy,
industry and transportation. But

when they burst their banks
Himalayan rivers can make
millions destitute. One fifth of
Bangladesh is submerged every
year, and during bad years like
1986 nearly 70 percent of the
country goes underwater. The
same floods that destroy also
bring valuable silt, replenishing
nutrients in the soil. Water makes
life possible, but it also takes
away lives.

In the mountains, rains bring
the annual curse of landslides and
erosion which add sediments to
already choked rivers. Roads,
bridges, and railway tracks are
washed away. Numerous glacial
lakes located at the head of these
rivers can bring destructive
flashfloods when they burst.
Global warming is gorging many
Himalayan glacial lakes with
snow-melt which could push
through their loose moraine dams
at any time with cataclysmic
floods downstream.

Managing these rivers and
water sources holds promise for
the future, but only if they are
properly managed for the
common good. Appropriate
projects, carefully chosen and
affordably built, cooperation
between countries in the region
alone can sustain the healthy
agriculture and robust industry to
ensure better quality of life for one
of the poorest and most-densely
populated regions of the world.

South Asia’s river systems are
the cradle of the civilisations that
evolved here over millennia.
Today, rivers have come under
the jurisdiction of different
governments, some of them on
not very good terms with each
other. Still, the rivers make a
mockery of artificial lines on the

Shangrila
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Colour-enhancad satdlliteimageaf Bangladeshshowing the Jamuna (Brahmepuitra)

map. |dedlly, transnationa water
resources planning must respect a
river’ swill andletit flow
according tothe parametersof a
watershed and not national
boundaries. Our inability to do
thishasresulted in half the
population of the Indus-Ganga
Brahmaputrabelt living below the
poverty lineevenaspreciousfresh
water flowswasted to the sea.
Worse, sharing the water of
common rivershasnow become
anissuefor conflict between and
within nations.

InHimalayan Waters, Bhim
Subbabringsthetotal picture of
thiscomplex subject tothe
English-reading publicinthe
region. Theeasy-to-read and
precisely writtentextisrefreshing,
theillustrationsby SubhasRai are
clear and colourful, andthe

photographsarewdl-chosenand
illustrative. Itishard to pull off
somethinglikethis: atext book
that lookslikeacoffeetablebook,
but Subbahasdoneit.

Dipak Gyawali’sWater in
Nepal, ontheother hand, isa
semind and exhaugtive collection
of past articlesthat givesin
historical perspectivethereasons
why falling water hasnot
trandated into hydro-dollarsfor
Nepa. Gyawali demystifiesand
de-mythifieswater in Nepal. How
governments, bureaucratsand
politiciansover theyearsmade
wild promisesabout how
exporting water to Indiaisthe
panaceathat will lift Nepal out of
poverty. Water in Nepal laysout
the prerequisite questionsthat
need to be asked beforethat can
happen: Who benefitsand who

holdsthekey to thisvast treasure?
Who paysthe cost and who regps
theharvest?Gyawdi urgesa
paradigm shiftintheway Nepd
looksat water, andindoing so
turnsmany long-cherished dreams
ontheir heads. For example,
dthoughdectricity isafinished
product for us, itisonly araw
material for thebuyer (India), and
no country canget richby
exportingjust raw meterids.

Water Nepal and Himalayan
Wiater sboth dissect theKos
project inIndia sBihar district,
and how instead of controlling
floodstheembankmentshave
pauperised the already-poor state,
sustained corruption and made
that part of Indiawhat it isnow.
Why isthisrelevant to Nepal ?
Becauseevery timethe
embankmentsare unableto stop
floods, the Bihar government and
New Delhi bring up the subject of
theKos HighDaminNepal.
Gyawdi givesanother exampleof
what hemeansby paradigm shift:
after spending hillionsand severa
decadeson canal constructionfor
irrigation Nepal and Indiahave
both found that private tube-
wellssprang up adjacent tothe
canasand helped boost
agricultural production. Farmers,
it seems needed water, but
kickback-driven politiciansand
bureaucrats pushed lucrative
construction work.

Water isasubject that
toucheseveryone, butitislittle
understood. Everyonehasan
opiniononwater, and when
water isconcerned it seems
emotion and passionsideline
rational and scientific thinking.
Thesmplisticanswersand
solutionshave powerful logic:
Nepal canonly develop by

building largedamsand exporting
electricity to India, the best way
to control floodsisto build
embankments, widespread
irrigationwill boost food-
production, building storage
reservoirsin Nepal istheanswer
to Bangladesh' sflood woes,
deforestationintheHimalayais
thereason floods are getting
worseintheplains. Both Subba
and Gyawali intheir bookstell
us, alas, that thetruth ismuch
more complicated than that.
What makesit murkier isthat
politics, populismand geopalitics
get mixed up withthe science.
Thisisapity, because
Himaayanriversplay avita role
inthe peopl€ shattleagainst
hunger, providing water to
hundredsof millionsof farmersin
Bangladesh, Bhutan, Nepal, India
and Pakistan. But these countries
haveyet to develop waysto use
thisgift for the general good of
their people. Mixing water with
politicsisadisservicetothe
peoplewhothispreciousfluidis
Supposed to benfit.
Ontheonehandwater is
getting scarcer, but ontheother
moreand morevauablefarmlandin
theplainsisturning flood-prone, or
water-logged. Today, thereisa
better understanding of the
behaviour and neture of Himalayan
riversthaninthepast. New
perceptionsabout floodsand water
carcity areemerging. Farmerswho
wereblamedinthepast for clearing
forestsinthehillsand making
floodsworseintheplainshave
been exonerated. Thelimitedrole
that forestsand watershed
management play inregulaing
floodsisbetter understood.
Embankments, whichwere
initidly designedtoreducefloods

Himalayan Waters:

Promise and Potentials, Problems
and Politics

by BhimSubba

PanosSouth Asa Kathmandu. 2001

Price: Rs2,500 hardcover, Rs2,0000ft cover

Peges 286

medethingsworse. Indiahas
constructed morethan 15,000 km
of expensvelevessafter
independence, with Bihar done
havingmorethan 3,400km. But
floodsareworsethan ever before.
Evenso, governmentsintheregion
giill soend millionson conventional
and discredited methodsof flood
anderosion control.

Aswith theembankments,
proponentsof the big dams still
view them aslong-term solutions
to meet power, irrigation and
flood control requirementsof the
future. However, big damsare
beingincreasingly challenged by
both ecol ogistsand economists
who seethem asunsustainable
dueto highenvironmental,
economic, and socia costs. Subba
avoidspolemicsand laysout the
prosand consfor both school s of
thought. But what isclear isthat
giventhepolitical sengtivity of
crosshorder river sharing, the

Water in Nepal

by Dipek Gyaweli

Himd Books
PanosSouthAda,

Nepd Water Consarvation
Foundation2001

Price: Rsb50herdoover
Pages 280

exorhitant economic cost of large
dams, and the growing reluctance
of international credit ingtitutions
to support thesegrandiose
schemes, their daysare numbered.
Inhisbook, Gyawali laysout
thefamousexampleof Arunlilin
Nepal: chroniclingtheWorld
Bank’ shard-nosed policy toforce
Nepal to agreeto an expensive
mistake, the politicswithin Nepal
that drovethe project, the
international dlianceof anti-Arun
activiststhat brought it downin
1993. Tenyearslater, the
vindication: because Arunwas
scrapped, Nepal findsitself inthe
relatively comfortablehydro-
power situationitisinat present.
Despitedl the mistakesand the
politicisation, somethingin Nepa
worked. But neither Subbaand
Gyawali areknee-jerk anti-dam
wallahs, just anti-bad dams.

Seep. 12 )
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Foringtance, thepower crigisin
Nepd inMay despiteamgjor boost
iningtaled capacity of new run-of-
the-river schemesexposedan
Achilles Hed: reduced snow-melt
andlow precipiration can crestea
generaionshortfal. Timeis
thereforeripeto start planning for a
resrvoir cheme

AsGyawdi writesinhisbook:
“Thesymptomsof today’ ssickness
cannot be understood without
examiningthesnsof yesteryear.”
Thisisandlusiontothebad
planning, corruption, lack of
homework and mismanagement
over the padt three decades. Donors
dsocomeinfor flak from Gyawali,
who cannot understand why the
German-government funded
Marsyangdi projectinNepa which
cost $4,000/kW to buildisseven
timesmoreexpensvethanthe
Chukaproject built by Indiain
Bhutan. Heblamesoverlappingand
conflicting prioritiesof donors; tied
aid, and lack of accountability
amongad-giversfor playinga
“dgnificantroleinweskeningthe
indtitutional baseof power
managementin Nepd”.

Gyawadi usescontemporary
cultural theory toexplorethe
interfaceof society andtechnology.
Hewarnsthat space-agehardware
dasheswithmedievd socid
Sftware Gyawdi’ sunderlying
positionisthat water isnot asingle
discipline, but theintersection of
severd disciplines Thisputsmany
issuesonthe penumbraof linkages,
andwhatisneeded, hesays,isan
interdisciplinery approach—
epecidlyinasociety where
enlightened public debatehas
ceased and many questionadle
assumptionsremainunchallenged.

Subbalooksat examplesin
SouthAsawherecrosshorder
cooperationinwater hasworked—

evenamongswornenemies. The
IndusBasin|rrigation Schemewith
itsnetwork of 60,000 km of canals
supportsagriculturein Pakistanand
hasbeenmadepossibleby an
arrangement between Indiaand
Pakigtan. Thereisalesson here
mewhere if evenIndiaand
Pakistan can agreeon something as
contentiousaswater whet is
preventingtheathersfromdoing
0?(Subbapresentstheentiretext
of thelndusWaters Treaty inthe
appendix to hisbook with other
bilaterd agreementshetweenIndia
and Nepd, Bhutanand
Bangladesh.) River sharing between
Nepd and Indiahasmgjor problems
becauseof aperceptioninNepa
that past arrangementswere
unequal andfavouredIndia. The
dimatefor mutualy beneficid
water sharing arrangementsbetween
Indiaand Bangladeshimproved
after the Farakkaaccord of 1996,
but aBangladeshi proposd to
jointly build storageresarvairsin
Nepd, and thelndian proposd of
diverting Brahmaputrawater
throughalink cand tosolvethe
lean seasonproblemat Farakkaare
acceptableneither to Nepa nor
Bangladesh. Management of leean
seasonwater isamogt asfraught
with controversy asflood control.
Although Subbahastakena
middleof theroad approach, there
isno doubt wherehisheartlies:in
appropriate, affordableand rdlevant
technologies, notwithmammoth
mega-projectsthat crowd out other
developmentinSouth Aga scash
darved countries. Himaayan
Watersdevotesalot of spaceto
traditiond water-harvesting
techniqueswhich havebeen
abandonedfor thesakeof
modernity, smdl-is-beautiful
turbinesthat dlow remotevillages
togeneratetheir own power. Subba

Lifeinside the embankment in Bihar.

-$EE 3

makesadrong casefor effident use,
cuttingwastageof water, thedemand
Sdeinterventionsthet caneffectively
addresstheprodlemof dwindling
upplies Societiesthat wasteweater
havenorighttodemandmoresupply.
Subbaexplansthedifferentways
inwhich SouthAgancountrieshave
|ookedat water resources. For Nepa
andBhutanitisanexportitemto
Indiaand asourceof foreign
exchange. Indialooksatitasa
sourceof chegp eectricity forits
energy-darved heartland.
Bangladeshlooksat therivers
mainly asanannua monsoond
curse. Regiond cooperation stands
littlechancewhennationdl interess
aresodivergent. How doNepd and
India Bhutanand India, Indiaand
Bangladesh, andthethreecountries
together evenbegintowork together?
Theanswer isgive-ancHake, thetis
what cooperation means. Subba, who
inhispreviousjobasthehead of the
Bhutan Power Corporation
negatiatedwith Indiaonhydropower,
offersingght onwherethese
compromisescould happen. Hewarns
thatinthefind andysisitdl boils
downto how honestand
accountabletheleadersof these
countriesaretotheir people. Subba
suggestsatituding, behaviord,
technologicd, and societd changes
through policies, laws, regulaion,
incentivesand perhapspendties
Heissrongly opposedtosubsidies
that encouragewasteful practices.
Subbacondudesonavery
optimistic notethat the potential of
Himaayan Watersissovest and
thebenefitsso obviousthat the
peoplewill compel their
governmentstoriseabovenarrow
f-interedsto protect watersheds
andrgjuvenatetherivers. 4

Madbukar Upadlyais awatershed
management expert.
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DANIEL NELSON IN LONDON

heaudiencewasgetingangrier

by theminute.“ Show thefilm!

Show thefilm!” they shouted.
Someonecdledout: “Thisistheonly
chancefor our deedtogpesk.” The
organisarsgppededfor cdm, butthey,
too, wereangry a what they saw asa
lag-minuteattempt to censor seven
years work. Minutesearlier, faxeshed
begunarivingfromlawvyersadingon
behdlf of twopdliceofficersnamedin
thefilmthresteninglegd actionifthe
Sreeningwentaheed.

Organisars theaudienceand
filmmekerswerefurious—but not
entirdy surprised. After dl, thefilm—
about degthsin policecudtody in
Britain—wascdledInjustice, andthey
regarded theatempt tosuppressthe
filmasyetanotherinjudioe A member
of theUnited Familiesand Fiends
Campaign, formedtosecureimpartia
invesigetionsintothedeeths sad
hitterly, “Nowyou canssewha we
havebeenupagaing dl theseyears”
Eventudly, membersof theaudience
occupiedthehdl.

What they sawv onscreenwasa
passionateacoount of six of the
roughly 1,000 peoplewhohavediedin
policecustody inEngandand Weles
9nce1970. A disoroportionete
number of themast contentious
deeths inwhichexcessveuseof palice
forceisaleged, invalveBritonsof
African, Caibbesnand SouthAsian
arigin. Not onepolicedfficer hasgone
tojail asaresuit, eveninthefew cases

“Killers in Blue”

British police is angry about a controversial new
film that takes on death in police custody.

wheredesthsweredassfiedas
unlawful by inquestjuries. “Itisan
outragethet thesekillersinblueare
not tregted likeany other section of
diety,” saysco-director Tarig
Mehmoodinanartideinthecurrent
issuecf thesoaidis megazineRed
Pepper.

Deghsincugody aredways
investigeted, but Mehmood and other
canpaignersdamthesysemis
loededinfavour of thepolice. They
sy thegovernment departments
respongblefor arimindl prosecutions
demandhigher standardsof evidence
incasesagand paliceffioars They
daguetha therulescovering
inquedtsputvictims familiesata
dissdvantageandthat police
investigationof aleged arimeshy other
palicecannct guarantecimpartidity.
And, they say, theindependent Police
ComplaintsAuthority hesproved
toothless SaysDeborah Coles, co-
director of Inquest, which campaigns
agang degthsincugtody: “The
current Britishsystemsendsouta
messagethiat policecanactwith
virtud impunity.” For black prisoners
theproblemiscompoundedby
radsm.“Theslenceof thecustodia
systemiscompoundedby thesilences
ofradsm,” chargesA Svanendanof
thelndituteof RaceRdations The
UnitedFamiliesand Fiends
Campaignagress “Wehavelog
oconfidenceinthedhility of thesystem
toddiverred judtice These
ingtitutiondisedracig killingsarean

afronttoasociety that
sekstobeaavilisad

Attheheart of the
controversyisanisse
that gopliestothepolice
forceof every country: the
questiontheRomean poet
andstirist uvend asked
2,000yearsago, Quis
cugtodietipsoscustodes?
Whopolicesthepolice?
Someimprovementshave
beenmeade, inthewakeof
incessantaritidiam. Many
Britishforces for
exanple haveinddled
videocamerasincdls

Inthemeantime,
controversy continues
overInjusticeand
whether it shouldbe
shown. Thefilmisnot“bdanced,”
admitsMehmoodand co-director
KenFero—itsamistogiveavoiceto
familiesandfriendswhofed they have
beendeniedjudice Ferosayshe
woudhaveintervieved policeif they
hed comeforward. ButthePolice
Federation, whicha thetimeof
writing hed not seenthefilm, ishodile
andwantstoblock soreenings arguing
tha thefilmisunfair totheofficers
involved. A Federationspokesperson
toldus*noinjunctionhasbeentaken
outtosopscreaning: solicitorsacting
onbehdf of anumber of officers
pointed out tothecinemasthat they
may beliabletoactionshouldthefilm

befoundtobedefamatory.
Proprietorsweretoldthat itwasa
metter for themtodecide” whether to
showthefilm.

Sendinglag-minutewamingfaxes
leavesthednemanotimefor
negatiation. Management hastomake
anindant dedision, andinevitably will
becautiousrather thanrisk legd
adionand potentially heavy dameges
Familieswhohavedruggledforyears
toobtainwhat they seeasafair
hearing seesuch actionsaspart of
policeressancetoagenuine
inquiry into the deeths, asan
attempt to censor their sideof the
story. 4 (GEMINI)

ANALYSIS

by CHARLES TAYLOR

The alchemy of violence

Conoues of Mexicoandthedavetrades

Themostterribleviolenceariseswhen Outs dersaressen aspalluting from
within, nesding urgently tobepurged. Weseethisintheterriblehistory of
Europeananti-Semitiam. Modernity hesoftenexacerbated thiskind of feding—
enemiescanbediminated asademocraticduty. A peoplecanforgeits
democraticidentity inRevolution, purginginternd enemies—aristocrats,

kulaks—andmekingwar againgt aggressveextemd “reection”. Many demoaratic

dateshaveavoidedthis but thevery dlegiancetoanaiond identity, a
corerstoneof most democraticpalities, isasourceof violence “ Others’

Violence arising from the categories
we live by is a hallmark of modernity.

sSlobodan Milosavic undergoestrid for war crimesin TheHague, it

A isworth askingwhy categorical violence—genocideor ethnic
cleansing of thetypeseenin Bosnia, Croatia, and Kosovo—recursso
ofteninour“ civilised” century”? Seeking explanationsinbiology or
sociobiology makes* meaning” irrdevant—metgphysical meaning appears
axiomatictocategorica violence.

Becauseweseeoursavesasimperfect, below what god wants, we
sarificethebadinus, or sacrificethingswetreasure. Or, wesee
destruction asdivineand renouncewhat isdestroyed. Weasoinvoke
violenceinwaysthat induceasenseof control, aswiththewarrior ethic,
wherethepossihility of violent deathisembraced. Thesecanbe
combined—we submit to thegod towhom blood s offered, but the
sacrificersared soagentsof violence. A sacred massacreismogt stiating.

RenGirard, whowroteabout theintersaction of religionandviolence, sees
sacred vidlenceoccurringwhen peoplesssk torenew unity: attackingavictim
hedsinternd rivariesthresteningto destroy acommunity. Thismay or may not
hescapegoating, which pawnscathard sand srengthensunity, but againg the
sensethat thehinding socid order iscorrupted, bresking down. Scapegoatsand
outsdersarecrestedwhenwedefineoursdvesintermsof our bdliefsandided
way of life Soweplaceevil outsdeoursdves projectit onto agentsof
“pallution”, higtoricaly, “ barbarians” “ savages” distant peoples Thiswas
rdatively harmless, but licensed crudlty when contact oocurred, likethe

threatenthisidentity—if youind udeaminority withinour “ people” they may
votetochangeour identity; excdudethemandthey aredenied ditizenship, akey
right of modernity. Either way, they could dismember our territory. So:

asamilateor bedeansad! Thusthe20th century, theageof democracy, became
theheyday of ethnicdeansing. Whoever vidlatesour mord order desarveswhat
they get. Takelndid sMudims Theruling BJPbdievesmosguescanbelevelled

becausethar congtruction hundredsof yearsagowasafruit of aggresson. Among

lesssophisticated membersof theParty thedisoourseiscruddy blunt: Mudims
don't bdong here, sendthemto Pakistan. Notetheterribled chemy. Merdy by
exisingaminority threstensidentity. Add bdlievebleatrocity soriesandmass
violenceisnever far off. Elitesmanipul aethesedark forces, asinBosniainthe
1990sandinPunjabin1947. Recent hiory in Punjab, wherekilling between
Skhsand Hindushassubs ded, showsthet thisdidecticisnotirressible.

Thereisonemoresourceof categorica violence—theway werescuevictims

and punish perpetratorsandvictimisers. Concernfor vicimsis, saysGirard, the
modernworld srdigion. It bettlesinjugtice, but dso drawslinesand denounces
enemies | amavictim, someonemust bethevictimiser. Clamingvicimhood
assartspurity. Our causeisgood, sowecaninflict righteousviolence.
Doesknowingdl thistell ushow tolessenor diminatecategoricd violence?

Kant arguedthet ordered, democraticsocietiesachievethisgod becausethey are

by naturelessviolent. Thereistruth here, yet whenthecrusading pirit gopears

indemocraicdress nochivary exidstowardenemies Y e effortscanbemedeto

renouncetherightsconferred by suffering, andsopviolencebeforeit seeks
righteousretribution. N sonManddadidit, renouncing vengeanceinfavour of
aconditiond amnesty. Thedesdsexposedin publicconfessonswerenatonly
thoseof theformer rulers. Herewastrueco-responghility. Nooneknowsif this
will ultimetely work. Manddl & sstanceignoresthehunger for revengeand sif-

righteousness Poland dsocomestomind, with AdamMichnik’ sedvicetoforego
refributiontobuildanew sodiety. TheDda Lamaoffersancther example. Ther

power liesnatinsuppressing themeonessof violent categorisation, butin
trandfiguringitinthenameof anew commonworld. 4  (Project ndicate)

Charles Tayloris professor of philosophy at McGill University, Monireal.

Fraud at the Bank?

WASHINGTON - The World Bank’s Development Gateway
Internet initiative is the subject of charges submitted recently to
the lending agency’s fraud unit. The complaint alleges “misuse
of Bank funds and positions, gross waste of Bank funds, cost
mischarging or defective pricing and perhaps even fraud and
misleading of public opinion.” It singles out James Wolfensohn,
the Bank’s president, and Richard Stern, a former vice president,
for having “used their positions at the Bank to create a new
organisation in which they will hold positions.” The Development
Gateway is intended to be the leading portal for people
interested in poverty and sustainable development. The Gateway
is run by the Development Gateway Foundation, where Stern is
acting CEO and Wolfensohn is lined up for director. “If it is true
that this ‘independent Foundation’ is contracting back to the
Bank, staffed by the Bank, situated in the Bank, entirely designed
by the Bank and largely capitalised by it, eventual donors and
perhaps even the American authorities that granted it legal
status as a non-profit, may have been deceived to accept a non-
existing independence,” the complaint reads.

Two Uruguayan civil society leaders, Roberto Bissio and
Carlos Abin, wrote the complaint. The two established the
Internet portal uruguaytotal.com, which they say delivers one
million page views per month after two years in operation and
less than $500,000 in expenditure. By contrast, the Development
Gateway’s business plan projects over $100 million in spending
over the next five years, in hopes of attracting only five times more
visitors. This, they say, is a recipe for years of losses—that will
have to be offset with subsidies by the Bank. “The Gateway's
other backers include wealthy nations’ governments and
corporations. The Development Gateway has attracted contro-
versy since its inception. Its attempts to reach out to civil society
groups have had mixed results. (Ps)

Against the Americans

MOSCOW - China and Russia’s signing last week of their first
post-Soviet friendship accord gives a key push to their efforts at
building a “strategic partnership” over the last decade. The Treaty
of Good Neighbourly Relations, Friendship and Cooperation,
signed by visiting Chinese President Jiang Zemin and Russian
President Vladimir Putin, will be valid until 2021. In a joint
statement Putin and Jiang expressed hope for a “multi-polar’
world, a concept that reflects Russia’s and China’s shared
concern over what they view as US dominance in the world.
Jiang and Putin reiterated their opposition to the US national
missile defence plan. But the two nations are not forming a
military alliance, saying that bilateral “military-technical coopera-
tion is not directed against third countries.” The treaty is the first
such since a 1949 pact between China and the Soviet Union,
when Stalin and Mao announced a Soviet-Chinese alliance.
Within a decade this had turned into enmity, bordering on an
outright war in the late 1960s. But while China-Russia coopera-
tion on matters like “military-technical cooperation” and arms
sales have boomed, other economic ties have developed
sluggishly. The overall bilateral trade volume was $8 billion last
year and $4.6 billion in January-June 2001. Putin and Jiang
agreed to expand cooperation in the sphere of oil and gas,
energy, aircraft building, communications and new technologies.
Putin said the energy sector as “one of the most promising
areas of bilateral cooperation.” He thanked Jiang for allowing
Russia’s natural gas giant Gazprom to take part in the tender to
construct the East-West pipeline across China. The gas giant is
already opening a representative office in China. (ips)

Available in bookstores

Water in Nepal

by Dipak Gyawali
Himal Books, 2001
Rs 550 (hardback)

Using the analogy provided by Nepal’s
efforts at exploiting its water resources,one
of the country’s foremost hydropower
engineers and socio-political analysts
provides an account of the Nepali state’s development efforts over
the last two decades. The book describes the problems that arise
when ambition outpaces innate capacity in a poor country without
the wherewithal to develop its natural endowment.

Himalayan Waters

by Bhim Subba
Panos South Asia, 2001
Rs 2500 (hardback)

Himalayan Waters explores the Himalayan
watershed from Pakistan to Northeast India,
from the Tibetan Plateau to the Bangladesh
delta. This beautifully illustrated book by the former head of
Bhutan’s hydro-based power department is for the lay person
wanting to learn more about the Himalaya and its water environ-
ment as well as the politics of water in the region.

Further enquiries can be directed to:

Himal Association
Patan Dhoka, 542544/548142
himassn@mos.com.np
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wouldnow usetheL TTE attacksto

her advantageeventhoughher . =
oemetrestenteywekesl | History and celluloid
mmodwmmnww ......... IR IR se e e s e e e e s e e
Govemmetminisershavebeen BANGKOK - A film about a heroine believed to have led
syingtheUNPispartly reponsible local folk in staving off a Lao invasion of Thailand in 1827
fortherend strikes Urban has annoyed Laos. There was talk of the Laotian
DevdlopmetMiniser Mangda government boycotting Thai goods if the project
Samarawesra, adoeddeto continues—reports Laotian officials denied. The row
Kumeratunga, sddthe Tiger rebels reached the Senate, where director Phisarn Akraseranee
hed sneskedlintothecity under the said the concern was “overreaction,” because the film is
quiseof takingpartinlagwesk's not about politics. “I do not see the need to bring up the
protestmarches UNP's Thao Suranaree story,” said Khammy Bouasengthong,
Wickremesingheangily deriedthe first secretary at the Laotian embassy. “Thailand and Lao
dlegation, syingthegovemment are closely related through blood, tradition, and
shouldbeblamedfor theseourity language.” Thailand’s and Laos have had uneasy
lgpsethat ledtotheairport attack, relations over the years.

onecf themos sriouscivilianand
security dissgers Butasinthepad, it
isunlikely that ministersor security

The eponymous protagonist of Thao Suranaree, wife
of the governor of Nakhon Ratchasima province, 260 km
east of Bangkok, is the first Thai commoner honoured

y . . Gdawill res with a national monument. She is seen as a guardian
Last week’s LTTE attacks have derailed peace talks and tourism, EoIST | spiit for the province and is the subject of an annual ten
and further threatened President Kumaratunga’s position. athelocal think tank Centrefor day festival. Laotians consider King Anuwong, her
0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 FUiWAHGTHiVSﬂIdﬂ’EI’dH opponent,agreatIeaderwhotriedtoliberateLaosfrom
attack wasamilitary responsetothe Siam. “King Anuwong is revered by Laos and
FEIZAL SAMATH IN COLOMBO | |onger torecover thaninthepest. theopposition. Forthefirstimein | recentwaveof airforcebombingson comparable to King Naresuan (the Thai monarch who
amil rebdsddliveredacushing | “Tourismhasnotbeenharmed svenyears—sincethePA cameto rebel targetsinthenorthem Jffria hglped Thailand gain |nd'ependenlc'e from Burma),
blowtotheSi Lankan directly inthepest, unliketodaywhen | powerin1994—therulingparty peninaula “ Therebels resoonseto history profess'or Charnwt.Kasetsm told the Se.nlates.l
qovemmertlagweek, therebdsattackedthenationd carier | becameaminarityinparliament.In | thoseattackswasmorethensymbolic. Sqme qcademlcs say Thailand should be sensitive, like
atackingamilitary airbeseandthe SiLakanAirlines” sdadDushanth reponse Kumer ltwasalsounconnectedtothe 18th it is to issues relatlr!g to th'e'monarchy. The story’
country'sintermationdl airport. Wijesinghe ressarchdirector a parliamentfortwomonthsandcaled | amiversary of the 1983 Uy ethnic confluses even Thais—Saipin Kaewngamprasert's '
However, President Chandrika stockbroker AsaSecuritiesLtd. The | areferendumon 21 August, asking riotswhichflared upacrossthe thesis, Politics of the Thao Suranaree Monument, which
Kumaraungd sworgenemy il tourigmsactor, whichhessenmeary peoplewhether they wartanew country,” hesaid. Hewasreferringto says thelstory was about meletmg polltlpal arldlsoc[etal
remainsthemainoppositionparty. upsand downsinthepast but has condiitution. Thetwinmoveswere thewidespreadrioting againgt needs, did not go down well in the province. S!am in
“ForKumaraunga, politicd avivalis | beenaresilient sector, wassettosee condemned by appasition parties minority Tamilsby mgority Snhdlese 1932 was passing from an absqlute to a c,onsgtltunonal
muchgredterthat anythingelseatthe | Upto450,000arivalsthisyeer, againgt | - whicharenowaformicebleforce on23uly, 1983, whichledtoan monarchy. A modern face §hovy|ng women's rlghts' and
moment,” oneandyst sad, refarring 400,000in2000. Thatnowwouldbe | againgtherulingparty. The escaationof thecorflict. people power was needed,” said Saipin. The film is
toKumaraunga ssruggletostayin | adifficulttargettoachieve hesdid It | suspensionof parfiamentwasaimed Dr Jehan Perera, apalitical scheduled for release early next year. (ps)
power after akey dly movedaorossto | islikely someforeignairlineswill pull aavoidinganoppostior-initiated commentator and mediadirector of D y u d
theoppositionlastmonth, “Her a.ntimdtﬂesjschﬁledtﬂgs'tsfi nr%fatr;voteinthelzcljelgidaurewhm theColombo-besed Nationd Peece on’t get too excite
u msls tlmlah_ La.-l a\Nl IVGT toot t PA &ISIICOU o= C(XJI’K)I|(NPC),&|OCd NGO ......... -. 0 0000000000000 00000000
R Widaemnerahni | deirasteconrgrarts | | Lsskwopepiense | wrkmovatiegmeeiadione | MASUNCTON - Humen rhts grope and ndepecer
Nationdl Party (UNP), notL TTE Therebel attack wold ot have killedwhenpolicsopenefiret interel conflict, sidthesttack would ra igl embracin thge new president of Indongsia
leser Prebhekeren,” accedlthe comedaworst imefor Presdent protestorsat UNPedant- putthewar beck ontheagenda but Mg a\)//vati Sukarngo utri whg assumed power after’ the
andyst, whorequestedanonymity. Kumaraunga Shehasbeanfighting govanmentrdliesacrossCoombo. | wouldfurther digancetherebdsand im geachment Iastp ’ P
Damegefromthearportattacks | forhergovemment spoliticd survivd UNPleader Widkremasinghe thegovernmentfromprospective Wepek of Abdurahim
wasdevestating, withtourismthefirg | afterakey ruingPeoplé sAlliance accusad policeof tryingtokill him peecetakswhichtheNorwegian Wahid. Thev are
casualty. Notouristswereinjured, but | (PA)ally crossedovertoopposiion: | &fterhewesbedy tear-gessedand | govemnment hesbeentryingto articularl ycon_
andysissay theindustry will teke rankslastmonth, swellingtheranksof | shotat. Andysisssy Kumaraiunga broker. 4 (Ps) gerned ab{Jut

SUJOR DHAR IN KOLKATA

Cult 1n crisis

headded. “ After hisdeparturein 1977, his

Megawati's close ties

to the Indonesian

military (TNI) and her

strong nationalist

views, which appear

unsympathetic to a more decentralised system that
would offer substantial autonomy to restive provinces,

ex scandalsand embezzlement leecingdisoiplesstoppedthissystem particularly Aceh and West Papua (Irian Jaya), where
chargesthat haveknockedthe withoutauthorisstionandsetthemsavesup | recent violence has claimed hundreds of lives. “The
imageof theHareKrishnacult asthenewinitiatinggurus Today thereare military is very close to her and has basically adopted her
arenow being compounded by street someS0guruswhoarearetingall the as a sort of mascot,” says Sidney Jones, Asia director of
battlesand court arbitration between problems many eocuserlof sexud ffences Human Rights Watch and an Indonesia specialist. US
itsrival groups. - andmeany lenguishinginjals” sidDas officials, who in recent months have become increasingly
Lastmonth interndl dissensions Countered Dayaram Das, member of concerned about the future of the world’s fourth most
becamepublicwhenrival factionsfought thel SKCON Governing Body & populous nation, are stressing the bright side of the
overwhowouldleedtheanud Mayapur, 100kmfromhere: transition. President George W Bush lauded the country
Rethyatral (chariot-pullingfestival) Throughout SrilaPrabhupedé swritten last week for its “commitment to the rule of law and
throughthestreetsof Kolkataand New andspokeninstructions heconsstendysad | gemocracy.” Privately, US officials are cautiously
York. InApril, thesheven-heeded, thatafter hisdeparturehisdiscipleswould | optimistic that Megawati will make economic reform,
seffron-obed cuit membersebendoned becomespiritua masters” The along lines long urged by the World Bank and
their drumsanddencingtopelt eech Governing Body insistsit operateson International Monetary Fund (IMF), a top priority. (ps)
other withsonesoutsdethetempleof the guidelines set forth by Prabhupada
thelnternationd Society for Krishna . = = mge hat Aridharan Dashassiphon H
oo mkacs  Hare Krishnas’ unspiritual activities now  Jimardaeomneenes | Whaling away
AlbertRoet forangpoicewoinevene  Include infighting, flying fists and all. property. “Thisisall rubbish,” the CANBERRA - Last week's rejection by the International
andarest severd feuding devotees eec0cc00ccccccscc0ceccsccscsc e expeledpresdentsaid. Whaling Commission (IWC) of a proposed South Pacific

ISKCON, widely cdledthe*HareKrishnd’ cult becauseitsadherents
arebest knownfor chantingit ritualy, now hastwo mainriva groups—the
|SKCON Reviva Movement (IRM) groupled by itsexpelled Kolkata
chapter president Adridharan Das, and thel SKCON Governing Body
(IGB) controlled fromthe US.

FoundedinNew Y ork by one-timeprofessor of philosophy Stila
Prabhupada, | SKCON repidly grew intoaworld movement. It atracted
cdehritiesliketheBegtle GeorgeHarrisonwhoincorporated thetrademark
HareKrishnachantsinhismusic. When Prabhupadadiedin 1977, heleft
behind aworldwideempirewith morethan 100temples, centresand
schoolsrun by 3,000 full-timemembers—and over whichanintense
strugglefor control hasgrown.

By thenineties astring of sex andmoney scandd shed overtakenthe
movement, andalargenumber of itsdevatess|eft thefoldindisgust. Thebiggest
blow camein 1988whenNori IMuster, ISKCON’ sPR secretary and editor of
theorgenisation’ snewspaper, left andwent ontowrite Betrayal of TheSpirit,a
book which detailed sordid storiesof drug dedling, wegponsstockpiling,
deoeptivefundraising, child abuseand murder withinl SKCON—andthe
schismsthat foroed 95 percent of thegroup’ sorigind memberstoleave

“Theroot of the present problemswith |SKCON istheproliferationin
thenumber of gurus” dlegeditsexpeled president Aridharan Das. “ Srila
Prabhupada, set upasystemwithin|SCKON whichalowed himtoremain
thediksha (initiating) guru for new disciplesfor aslong asthesociety exids”

Fissureswithinthe cult reached aflashpoint recently, withtheworld
famousannud Cal cutta Rathayatra (chariot pulling festiva) processonon 23
June. Armedwithacourt order, ariva group of theK olkatachapter,
whichowesdlegiancetogurusmogtly based ebroedandwiddlocal dout
throughthegloba headquartersat Mayapur, hijacked theprocesson. Said
Adridharan Das. “| have performed thisfestival without abresk for the past
20years. Ithasgrownto bethelargest Rathyatra festival intheworld, with
some 1.5 million peopleparticipating annualy.”

Dashad appeded tothe K olkataHigh Court to stop hisrivasfrom
taking out the procession, but the Court ruled against him. The Court
observed that he hasbeen expelled asthe president of theK olkataunit.
“Wearearmedwiththecourt order. Wewill now ask thecourt toevict
Adridharan DasfromtheAlbert Roadtempleof Kalkata” they sad.

Thesex scanddsinvalvingitsgurushavepromptedlong-timedevoteeVinest
Naraintoszt upthel SKCON Reform Group (IRG) which hasbranchesin
Audrdia, France, Germany, theUK and Canada. Narandtated that disciples
havebeanleaving, epeddly after oneof thegurus Loknath Svami, wasinvolved
inthemolestation of ateenagegirl intheUnited States Severd other df-
prodaimedgurusfell fromgracefallowing seriouschargesof childabuse Severd
of therdigiousleadersareinUSprisonssarvingtermsonvariouscharges A
group of former ISKCON gurukul (boarding house) inmatesdsofileda
lawsitin 1999, dleging sexud abusewhenthey weredtayinginthemas
students. ¢ (P9

whale sanctuary has led to renewed accusations by
activists that Japan ‘bought’ votes through granting aid to
small Caribbean nations with no interest in whaling. The
proposal, put forward by Australia and New Zealand with
support from many South Pacific nations, got only 20 of
the 28 votes it needed from the 37 member nations.
Apart from Japan and the six East Caribbean states, the
other countries that voted against the proposal, leading
to its defeat for the second year in a row, included
Norway, China, Denmark and South Korea. Last week, a
senior official of the Fisheries Agency of Japan,
Maseyuku Komatsu, admitted Tokyo used overseas aid
as leverage to gain support for its campaign to have the
international ban on commercial whaling lifted. “Japan
does not have military power, unlike the US and
Australia. You may dispatch military power to East Timor,
but our means is diplomatic communication and
Overseas Development Assistance,” Komatsu told
Australian ABC TV. Since 1987, Japan has conducted an
annual whale hunt in the Antarctic under ‘scientific’ and
‘research’ terms, though activists say this is but a cover
for commercial hunting. (ps)




FROM THE NEPALI PRESS

THIS PAGE CONTAINS MATERIAL SELECTED FROM THE NEPALI PRESS

27 JULY -2AUGUST 2001 NEPALI TIMES ].5

Queen as ruler

Excerpts from an interview with Raghuji
Pant, UML MP, Budhabar Saptahik, 18 July

Why do you think it is necessary that daughters also be
eligible to be heirs to the throne?

This has already happened in many countries. You look at the
various European monarchies, you will see it happening there.
Look at the Queen of England. Imagine if the present king of our
country has only grand daughters and no sons. Then which
Johnny-come-lately will you make king? Why should a daughter
not be made the heir to the throne? The first-born, son or
daughter, should be the heir to the throne. We say that sons and
daughters are equal. We even say daughters and sons have an
equal right to ancestral property. We put out messages of
equality on the radio. So why not actually treat them equally? How
can we talk of equality and discriminate on this issue?

Documents prepared by women themselves do not mention
this issue, and neither does the social justice committee of the
Upper House. How come?

Everyone feels that there is discrimination. | do not know for sure
whether they have mentioned it or not. | feel the laws made by us
parliamentarians and the king should not discriminate against
anyone. Do you still want to follow the rules, regulations and
systems prevalent 100 or 150 years ago? | read an article written
by a nominated member of the Upper House some time ago. He
put forward arguments raised by the Muluki Ain of 100 or so
years ago in frying to explain why a female should not be heir
apparent. Many legal experts and reporters wrote similar things.
Didn't Indira Gandhi become prime minister of the largest
democracy in the world? In Sri Lanka, Chandrika Kumaratunga
is head of state, and so was her mother. Women have often
proved better rulers than men. Prince Charles may be highly
controversial in Britain, but his mother Queen Elizabeth is one of
the most beloved people there. The reign of Queen Victoria is
considered the golden age of British history. Given a chance, a
woman will be as good a ruler as a man, if not better. If you say
that only in Nepal women are incapable of ruling, that is different,
but if you are discriminating just on the basis of sex, that is
wrong. Making a female heir to the throne will boost the morale of
women. This is nothing new—this has been the norm in many
parts of the world. We need this change for equality.

Won't a daughter as heir to the throne finish off the Shah
dynasty?
Royal tradition is not something unchangeable. No tradition is
static. There is a major problem of citizenship in our country, and
many other related problems may arise too, but | repeat
dynasties can be run by the daughters of a particular house. The
decision on surnames can be best left to the children. Why
should a child always carry his father's surame? There are
many children who do not want to carry their father's last names,
but are forced to do so because of social and other compul-
sions. If a father deserts his children, why should children be
saddled with the name of such a shameless parent? Why can't
they carry the name of the mother who brings them up? A father
is all about trust, but mothers are the truth of parenthood. A
mother is the person who introduces her children to their father.
Only a mother knows the actual father of the children. There can
be no doubts about a mother, a father is identified just by his
relation to the mother. Dynasties are not always sired by the ruler.
Even in Japan they are seriously considering the issue of a
female heir to the throne. A day will definitely come when we will
have to make a daughter the heir to the throne. ¢

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

Thepeopleexpect thisgovernment to solvethe M aoist problem. If Deubacan fulfil thepeople sexpectations,

he'll beahero. If hefails, hewill beapoalitica joker likeGirija

- Dr MahuraPrasad Shrestha, humanrightsactivistin Jana Aastha Weekly, 25 July

Moving in, and on

JanaAastha National \Weedly,
18duly @T‘F@@ﬁg

The45th day ceremony for the
deceasedroyd family members
washeld recently. Her
Maesty' shedthisaso
improving. It isexpected that
HisMajesty will soon shiftinto
Narayanhiti Darbar. Some
major changeswhichwere
requiredintherearebeing
hurriedly carried out.
AnnapurnaSadan, Prince
Nirgjan’ sstudy, hasbeen|ocked
since1June, Trisul Sadanis
being cleaned and all objects
that remind one of theincident
arebeingremoved. Itis
expected that theking will shift
intwo weeksfromnow. Six or
seven people, including
Dipendra sgoverness, are
stayinginabighal in
Tribhuvan Sadan.
Thereareaso changesin
theofficetimingsof theroyal

secretariat, previoudy office
hourswere 10am-6pm, the
officenow worksfrom 9am-
5pm. Thereare about adozen
peopleinthisoffice, including
the chief principal secretary, the
chief private secretary and the
chief military secretary.

Make it public

ooooooooooooooo

GhatanaRaBichar, 18 July

It seemsthat thenew kingis
ready towork accordingtothe
wishes of the people. Sources
say theking hasdecided to
makepublicalist of al roya
property assoon aspossible.
Wearetold that eventhe
leadersof dl political parties
request theking to makethis
information public whenever
they meet him. The peopleare
curiousto know about the
property of thelate King
Birendrad so, but no oneknows
what isbeing done about this.

“Nowsit! andenjoy...”

agroeyrales Deshantar Saptahik, 22 July

National
government

Excerptsfromaninterviewwith
BamDev Gautam, CPN (ML)

JanaAastha, 181Ul o
rasesie B oo

Until 1 June, the Maoists
supported your idea of a
national government. After
theincident they demanded
an interim government.
What should be done?
[tiswrong to assumethat the
activitiesof theMaoistswill be
theend of al political activity in
thiscountry. Theissueof a
national governmentisvery
important to themtoo. Itis
estimated that the peoples army
i$15,000-strong. They might
haveone-and-a-haf million
supportersinthiscountry.

TheRoya Nepa Army has
50,000 people under its
command and 24 million people
supportingit. In such asituation
how cantheMaoistssay only
they will prevail? Do you think
that once the Maoists announce
theformation of apeoples
government, thearmy, the
police and thearmed policewill
wither away?

By thetime a national
government isformed, the
constitution will have
collapsed. Won't thishea
fertile breeding ground for
theMaoists?

After 1June, theMaoists
changed direction fromwhat was
decided at their second national
convention. They proclaim that
themonarchy hasended, a
republic has been born and that
thisshould beinstitutionalised.
Andthey arepushing for an
interim government.

The Maoists cannot wipe
out theNepali Congress, anda
republic has not been born. All
political partiesaretill active.
All our congtitutional bodiesare
functioning. TheMaoists, who
areoutsidethe constitution, are
asofunctioning. How canthe
Maoistsalonerunthiscountry?
How cananyoneelserunit
without the help of the Maoists?
Thisiswhy anational
government isessential.

How correct do you think the
Maoist analysisof thelate
and present kingsis?

Ther analysisof King Birendra
iscorrect. They havenot realy
anaysed Gyanendrasrole, but
haveonly beencriticisinghim
fromtheday hetook over.
Without analysing asituation,
how can you passjudgement?|
hedoesnot play thepart of a
congtitutional monarch
correctly, thenyou should
protest. At least givehima
chance.

What now,
Prachanda?

Budhabar Saptahik, 18 ly
Gl

Comrade Prachandaisdoi nfj dl

he can to save the reputation of
hisparty and comrades. His
comrades have been trapped by
thearmy in Nuwagaon, and to
raisethelr spirits, heisgivinga
lot of high-sounding speeches.
Why isherequesting the people
of thiscountry to find apeaceful
way out of the messthenation
isin?

Heisinafix. Ontheone
hand, the deployment of the
army hastrapped hisfighters,
and heknowsit will not be easy
to get them out. On the other
hand, heannouncesthat his
fightershave defeated thearmy.
Hehasfalenfromthefrying pan
into thefire. Timeisrunning out
for him. Now, when thetwo
sidesarefacing each other, the
Maoistshavenot moved, while
thearmy hastaken astep
forward.

Another rumour doing the
rounds of the capital isthat the
Maoistsaretired of planting
bombsin public placesand are
prepared to reach acompromise
withthenew king. The Maoists
saidimmediately after the 1 June
incident that they wereintouch
withthelateking. Peopleinthe
Congresssay theMaoistsand
thenew king aretrying totalk.

Prachandasred nameis
PuspaKamal Dahal, and hewas
borninKaski in1954. His
parents|ater moved to Shivanagar
inChitwan and thisbecamehis
home. He studied & the Patan
Campusfor someyears, andthen
joined the Rampur Campusin
Chitwan and graduated fromthere.
Hewastheleader of the student
union at Rampur for sometime.

Hispoalitical lifetook aleap
forwardin 1985. Hewasan
aternativemember of what was
thentheNepa Communist Party
(Fourth Convention). In 1987 and
1989hewaselected general
secretary of the EkataKendra.
Sevenyearsago hebrokeaway
and formed the Nepal Commu-
nist Party (Maoist), becoming
thegeneral secretary of the
party. During the second
convention of hisparty heldin
February thisyear, hewasmade
“Chairman Prachanda’ like
Chairman Mao. Prachandahas
three daughters, two of whom
aremarriedandlivinginIndia
Heentered politicsin 1970 asa
member of theNCP. Heis
reputed to be agood organiser,
athough some peopleinthe
party do not appreciate hisnew
manifesto, the Prachanda Peth.

Whose fault?

oooooooooooooooo

Saptahik Bimarsa, 19 uly
The SLCresultswere published
last Monday. 69 percent failed.
Peopleare shocked.
Whoisresponsiblefor this
mess? Will any action betaken
against the peoplewho did not
carry out their responsibilities
properly, or against schools
which chargealot but do not
providequality education?Are
thosewho disrupt education by
cdling for random bandhsgoing
totakeresponsibility? What
about thosewho set question
paperswithout going through

thesyllabus?Many studentsare
without bookseven midway
through the academic year. Who
isgoing totakeresponsihility for
this?Will action betaken againgt
schoolswherenot asingle
student passed?

Educationd expertssay that
the courseswererevised last
year, but instructorsdid not do
their homework after these
changes. If thisweren't bad
enough, therewereall the
bandhs, hartalsand lockouts.
Earlier schoolsused to teach 220
daysayear. Thisfell to180in
thelast few yearsand this past
academic year did not even cross
100days.

“Small things
we do”’

PR Pradhanin ThePeople sReview

The Peopl€e sReview weekly just
completed adecade of publica-
tion. BN Dahal of theweekly
suggested we host areception. |
could not fulfil hisdesire. But|
have no regrets because athough
wearestrong to voice, however
wearenot rich to spend money
inany other headingsexcept
publishing the newspaper
regularly. Yes, therearetwoways
inkeepingaiveinjournalismin
thiscountry.

First, compromisewith your
interestsand earn money.
Second, don’t compromisewith
your interestsand strugglefor
your existence. Knowingly or
unknowingly, we havetakenthe
second path. Our readerstell us
that wearehighly critical of
every establishment. Thisisour
strength, aswe cannot call any
wrongaright.

Thistiny team doesn’t
compromiseagaingt national
interestsand wishesto struggle
forever. Thesatisfactionwehave
gainedisthat we get encouraging
responsefromour readers. To
recall, ajournalist comparing our
publication with another English
weekly, said: “Y ou can find many
advertisementsin that weekly,
but you cannot find strong
opinionslikeinyours.”

“They have money thusthey
haveno freedomtowrite,” the
reader further remarked. Y es, his
anaysisistrue. Aswewrite
grongly, weget less
advertisement; therefore, weare
compelled to use newsprint and
black and white printing
technology.

ToyotaCompany, interna
tionally reputed automobile
manufacturer, hasplaced banners
withthedogan“ Small things
that wedo” indifferent placesof
thecity. | never claimlike some
othersthat we are“the best and
abovemediocrejournalism” and
thenfill uplargesectionsof the
newspaper with reproduceditems,
| prefer tofollow thevery dogan
that wedo small thingsfor this
nation honestly and sincerely.

Wefollow thefamoussaying:
“Don't expect anythingfromthe
country, but think what
contributionyou can makefor the
motherland.” Aswehaveno
ambition or aspirations, weare
happy injust continuing our
publicationwithout any huradles.
Asper Nepdi capacity, wehave
neither theplantoincreasethe
pricenor thewishto bring-out our
publicationinaglazed paper
becausewewant our reedershipto
belarger.
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Sporting alchemy

Tatiana Grigorieva vaulted into the limelight when she won silver

at the Sydney Olympics—she now wants to turn this into gold.

SANJIVA WIJESINHA
INBALWYN, AUSTRALIA

eforelast year' sSydney
B Olympics, few peoplein
Audrdia—and evenfewer

abroad—had heard of pole
vaulter TatianaGrigorieva. The
Russian-born athlete had her own
Internet website and the few who
cared to accessit would have
found it splitintothree
sections—about hersdlf, her
sporting interestsand her desire
tobeamodel.

Thesedayshowever, the
website presentsanew
Grigorieva—Olympicmedalligt,
corporate spesker, clothing
designer, travel guide, culinary
expert, fitnessinstructor and
celebrity motor racer. Her self-
promotion offersoutsidersapeek
into the life of aonce-unknown
athlete now poised to take onthe
world record holder inwomen's
pole-vaultingin upcoming
international competitions.

Grigorievagrew upin
Leningrad (now St Petersburg)
where, shecandidly admits, “Life
washard.” Her parentswanted
her to become an accountant, but
evenasalittlegirl her ambition
wasto dowell insportsor
becomeaglamorousmodel. She
poured her energy into sports
(managing to maintain good
gradesin school “to kegpmy
parentshappy”) and from 1992 to
1996 attended the St Petersburg
Sports Academy. She spent her
timetheredeveloping both asa
student of coaching and asan
ahlete—and becamean
accomplished hurdler, eventually
ranking sixth at theRussian
Olympictrialsin 1996. Shewas
still, however, hoping to makethe
gradeasamodel.

[twaswhileshewas
struggling to get modellingjobsin
Moscow that her fiancé, Viktor
Chistiakov, the 1994 world junior
polevault champion and son of
twoformer Soviet Olympians,
wasoffered achancetotrain at
the South Australian I nstitute of
Sport. Deciding subsequently to
settledownin Austrdia,
Chigtiakov caled her from
Addaide. Grigorievarecalshim
ringing her in Russawith his
proposd: “ Let’ sget married, you
canliveheretoo. It'swarm, it's
friendly, it' ssafe”

So, alittlereluctantly, she
came—andenrolledat an
Adelaidemodelling school aswell
asinEnglishclasses. Sheand
Chistiakov shared ahousewith
hiscoach Alex Parnov, another
Russian polevaulter, Dimitry
Markov and hiswifeVdentina. “|
didn’t know much English, | only
knew them—s0, SinceAlex was
thebest polevaulting coachin
theworld, | thought | would have
agoa thisevent,” shetold us.

“It wasjust ahobby.” Parnov
initially refused to coach
Grigorievabecausehebdlieved
shedid not havethe mental
discipline needed for this
demanding event. So Grigorieva
trained alone, quietly gaining the
respect of the polevaulting
fraternity at the South Austraian
Ingtitute of Sport, until Parnov
finally took her on. Within six
months shewasranked withinthe
top sixintheworld.

What started asahobby has
sincetaken her to great heights,
culminatingin her silver medal
wininthe 2000 Sydney
Olympics. Virtualy unknown
outsidetrack and field before
this, theattractive Grigorieva
becamethenew pin-up girl of
athleticswith her 4.45msilver
medal legp—valltinginto
Augtralia ssporting subconscious
and onto ashe f-full of magazine
covers. Shehasmodelled bikinis
for Inside Sport, beenina
glamour featurefor Rdphanda
fashion spread in Harper’ sBazaar.
Fashion, women’ sand even horse-
racing magazineshavefeatured
her onthefront cover.

Soon after the Olympicsshe
was contracted to be the face of
Melbourne' shiggest tourist event,
theannual Spring Racing
Carnival, wheresheand her
hushand modelledintheVersace
Classic Fashion Parade. Shehas
asorecently clinched ajoint
venturewith amajor clothing
manufacturer—asyet unnamed—
andwill launch her own fashion
linein September.

Grigorievahasdemonstrated
ashrewd businessmindto go
with her undoubted athletic
ability and beavtty.

“Sheishighly marketable
because, unlike probably any
other athletein Australia, shehas
the near perfect combination of

good looks, sheisvery talented at
what shedoesandisavery good
competitor,” her agent Rick
Carter says. “ She' sthecomplete
packagewhichever way youlook
atit. | honestly believethat if you
combineher competition,
endorsementsand modelling
work, she could soon beearning
uptoAus$ 1 millionayear.”

Recently shelaunched anon-
profit charity organisation, The
Gift for Dreams Foundation, to
helpyoung peoplegetinvolvedin
sport inorder to help reduce
crimeand drug-usein Augtraia.
At themoment, though,
Grigorievd smainfocusremains
athletics. “Modelling hasallowed
meto promote polevaulting asa
sport and theimportance of sport
indeveloping afit and healthy
body,” shesaid. “| enjoy doing
modellingin my sparetimebut
athleticsismy main priority.”

Grigorievaiscurrently with
her hushand in her European base
inFormia, Italy, wherethey will
continue preparationsfor the
International Amateur Athletic
Federation (IAAF) world champi-
onshipsin Edmonton, Canada (3-
12 August) and the Goodwill
Gamesin Brishane, Audraia(29
August to 9 September). Shehas
cleared 4.47 min competitionthis
year a the|AAF Grand Prix meet
inAthens, GreeceinJune, andis
currently ranked thirdin|AAF
world rankingsfor women’spole
vault. Shefacesstiff competition.
Her Americanriva Stacey Dragila
raised the bar when shevaulted
4.81 mrecently, anew world
record inwomen’ spolevaulting.
But Grigorievashrugsoff the
challenge, saying shewill “jumpas
highasit will taketo get amedal
intheworld champs.”

Her confidence, combined
with her good standingsand self-
promotion, has helped boost the
popularity of thisRussian-born
athlete—Dbboth on and off the
field. SaysCarl Hammerschmidt,
editor of Ralph magazine, which
profiled Grigorievainits
September 2000issue: “Inthis
day and age, if you don’t take
advantage of sporting talents
andwhat everyoneelseseesas
good looks, thenyou' re probably
not doing businessproperly. |
think the sky isthelimit for
her.” ¢  (GEMINI)

Fit, for Nepal

Who says Nepalis are little?

ALOK TUMBAHANGPHEY

fitness guru, nutrition expert, and champion

body builder, Lopsang is prized as a top trainer
at B Fit, a top-notch chain of health clubs. It hasn't
been an easy journey, says Lopsang, but it has been
worthiit.

Lopsang was in the US in the mid-1980s, making
his way through university. He needed to support
himself while he studied, and found a rather unusual
way to do so—by working as a bodyguard to a
wealthy—and somewhat paranoid—American.
Lopsang, who always kept fit as best as he could, was
delighted by the state-of-the-art gym he now had
access to.

His body building career started at this time. In
1986 when he was watching a local body building
show and was inspired to participate, when a fellow
Nepali's response jolted him back to earth. “Forget
about Nepalis, even other Asians can’t compete here
ever,” said his friend. Instead of resenting the
stereotype of the mild, small Asian that was so
pervasive, Lopsang took it as a challenge.

He worked out regularly, began acting—he
is a member of the Screen Actors Guild and
can be seen in a number of action films—as
well as working his way up the competitive world
of fitness and nutrition counselling to
advise the likes of tennis star Michael
Chang and supermodel Kristi
Donington. And through all this,
he was working on himself. By
1998, had won several
championships, among them,

Mr New York City, the Eastern
Classic, the National USA
Championship, and the NPC
Eastern Classic. In 1999 he
won the coveted Mister Team
USA Universe (Middleweight).

You might think this is as
good as it gets. But Lopsang didn't.
Although he lives abroad, Lopsang is first
and foremost a Nepali, he says. And so
he recently took a break from his busy

L opsang Tsering has made it big in the USA. A

schedule to represent Nepal in the third South
Asian Bodybuilding Championship held in
Maldives in June. He's been in contests all over the
US, but this was his first time in an international
meet—and he was the only hope of an otherwise ill-
prepared Nepali team. Lopsang won second place
in the welterweight category. Not grabbing gold
hasn't disheartened him. “I'd rather fight in a tough
competition and not win rather than win a no-
contest,” says the sporting bodybuilder. “l have
worked hard to get to this point, but this is not the
end,” he adds. Next stop, Asian Games 2002.

And, contrary to what some of us might expect,
bodybuilder Lopsang has both brain and brawn. He
plans to share his knowledge and experience with
others through a regime he calls the “Lopsang
Quality Fit Way of Life”. Lopsang, who has interna-
tional certification in fitness and nutrition training,
says that when it comes to having the body of a
Greek sculpture, numbers are for the birds.
“Measurements are only for the ego, the most

important thing is knowledge,” he says. He
believes in a holistic combination of fitness,
health and body-image.

Lopsang wants to put his weight behind
keeping young Nepalis fit, so they, in turn,
can contribute to the life of the country as

best as they can—mind and body are two
sides of the same coin, he believes. He sees
the major problem facing Nepali
sportspersons as less an issue of finances
and facilities and more a question of the
right attitude and education.
“Fancy gyms do help, but you
can stay fit using simple
things as well.”

Lopsang’s aim is now to
raise awareness among Nepali
youth about fitter, healthier
lives. “I want to educate our
youth about doing positive

things. And taking care of one’s
health is the best gift one could give
oneself,” says the super fit and
successful Nepali. ¢

WWW.WAVEMAG.COM.NP

Cyber Cafe at Jawalakhel
5 hours internet browsing for two.

The Cosmos Solarium
swimming or skating or pool or
video game for two every
week

Get Exclusive T-shirts for two every week

MERCRANTILE

COMMUNICATIONS PVT. LTD
Gift Every Week

Free Bowling

A gift every week.

3 Gift Hampers

A Registered Trademark of Samsonite USA

American School Bags & College Back
Packs now in Nepal
At Bentley, Durbar Marg
Phone: 228338

Two winners. A Keyboard for one
and a mouse for the other.

Free Bouquet

Melody
Times
Free CD
every
Free Swimming and week

Lunch for two

Shaligram
Apartment Hotel
Free swimming and

sauna
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D ig;
fKathmandu had not existed
I Desmond Doig might well have
had to invent it. And the reverse
holds equally true. For in
Desmond—writer, artist,
photographer, indefatigable knight-
errant and raconteur nonpareil—
Kathmandu found its ideal
biographer. And in Kathmandu
Valley Desmond discovered amade-
to-order Xanadu in which to unfurl
the quixotic banners ofhis
imagination, to give to acry fables a
local habitation and aname ina
landscape peopled by thunderbolt
divinities and Ruritanian
adventurers, warrior kings and living
goddesses, many-splendoured
palaces and cloud-veiled mountain
peaks as inscrutable as the turquoise
gaze of the perfect prince of peace,
Gautama, who became the Buddha.

The love story of Desmond and
Kathmandu, for that is what it
really was, can be traced to the
aftermath ofa global cataclysm.
Demobbed from the army at the
end of World War I, Desmond,
who had been born of Anglo-Irish
parentage in India, found himselfa
job with The Statesman, Calcutta,
first as an artist and later as a roving
reporter. When King Tribhuvan of
Nepal died in 1954, Desmond got
himselfthe assignment of covering
the royal cremation and was soon in
an ancient Dakota aircraft winging
his way to Kathmandu on a whim
and a prayer, armed with little more
than a smattering of Nepali picked
up during his service with a Gurkha
regiment. It was romance at first
sight, almost.

Desmond describes how, aftera
literally bumpy start, Kathmandu
and he got to know each other,
initial mutual apprehensions soon
succumbing to reciprocal
fascination as he prowled the
nocturnal, curfew-bound streets,
muttering the password “kanchi”’to
keep at bay overzealous guardians of
the law and the more feverish of his
OWnimaginings.

“Ino longer touched the earth.
I'was among the gods and kings that
crowd the square, their gilded
bodies reflected in the starlight. I
surprised couples petrified in the act
of love carved in wood on the eaves
of temples—my ecstasy changed to
terror as the great Black Bhairab,
his necklace of severed heads
bloodied with vermilion, loomed

by JUG SURAIYA

kind of Kathmandu

Desmond Doig

As we close the serialised reprint of Desmond Doig’s writings and sketches
of Kathmandu in the column Saving Faith, here is an appreciation of the
artist by his friend, Jug Suraiya, excerpted from the foreword to Doig’s hook,
My Kind of Kathmandu.

from the dark. Then, I knew him as
the protector guardian of all
Kathmandu. And indeed they
followed me back through the city.
Names familiar and half-
remembered. Beings and incidents
that were a country’s history.
‘Wondrous happenings. Miracles
and myths. Saints and devils.
People holy and profane, all of
whom I had come to know and love
insuccessive reincarnations of
myself. For it was given to me to
return year after year, and to find in
the Valley of Kathmandu my
personal Shangri-la.”

Overthe years, Desmond’s
despatches from the Himalayan
kingdom, and its two smaller
neighbours, Bhutan and Sikkim,
helped to put on the international
map a part of the world that had
been little known before, except to
ahandful of scholars and the most
intrepid of travellers. Sages and
shamans, lost legends and
indomitable Sherpas, yaks and yetis,
like a conjurer who can summon up
the far away and long ago with
magical ease, Desmond introduced
all this and more to an increasingly
wider audience. Perhaps the visions
he evoked helped indirectly to
inspire the first sizeable influx of
foreign visitors into the Valley—the
hippies of the 1960s, who
navigating their way through the

psychedelic miasma of

Kathmandu’s Freak Street must

have seemed to the local
populace to be apparitions
as phantasmagoric as any
prescribed by Dr Timothy
Leary, sometime of California.
The flower children soon
faded away, to be replaced by
that even stranger breed, that of
the ‘straight” tourist, of whom [
was one. [ was at the time working
as arookie reporter for JS, the
youth magazine that Desmond had
started in Calcutta, and whose
untold story deserves abook of its
own. Go to Kathmandu, la—you’ll
love it, said Desmond. So I did—
and hated it. Accustomed to

conventional hill resorts, with their
mandatory appurtenances of Mall,
club and pony rides, [ was quite
bewildered by Kathmandu’s
convoluted lanes and its enchanted
groves of intricately carved stone
shot through with the florid
efflorescence of baroque palaces.

Let’s go home, [ grumbled to
Bunny. Fortunately better sense, in
the form of Bunny’s veto, prevailed,
as it so often does still, 25 years
after we got married. So we stayed,
and came under Kathmandu’s spell,
as we have done over and over these
many years since.

The fortunes of the JS family
were soon to be more closely linked
to those of Kathmandu. For when
the magazine was summarily shut
downin 1977, Desmond sought
solace in his beloved Shangri-la.
Three JS ex-staffers accompanied
him: photographer Kalyan Singh,
sub-editor Utpal Sengupta who is
with the Hotel Shangri-la, whose
prizewinning garden was designed
by Desmond, and Dubby Bhagat.

Were Desmond here today he
might well have wanted to rename
his book Our Kind of Kathmandu.
For in many ways this is almost as
much Dubby’s book as itis
Desmond’s. Chivvying flagging
enthusiasm, fending off streetside
kibitzers while Desmond sketched,
researching the history of
monuments and mythologies, and
eventually writing down the text in
longhand as Desmond dictated,
Dubby proved himselfto be a more
than merely competent literary
midwife for Desmond’s and
Kathmandu’s often wayward Muse.
My Kind of Kathmandu is ajoint
labour of love.

By wooing Kathmandu with
words and images was not enough
for Desmond. He set an indelible
imprint on the city, designing
gardens and interiors, and, most
importantly, contributing from his
generous fund of knowledge of local
history and folklore to the
international project to preserve the
medieval town of Bhaktapur,

Kathmandu’s sister city.

The hectic pace took its toll.
Returning from Pokhara, Desmond
suffered a fatal heart attack in
October 1983. Coincidentally,
Bunny and I reached Kathmandu on
aholiday visit a few hours after
Desmond died. One look at Utpal’s
tear-streaked face at the airport
made us intuit the worst.

AsDesmond would have
wanted, the funeral was simple,
with a minimum of the fuss and
clutter of ceremony. A Buddhist
lama chanted a hymn, his voice
fluttering in the breeze like a fading
prayer flag whose silent words are
heard by the sentinel snow peaks.

A lot has changed in the
Valley since Desmond last saw it,
but a ot has remained the same.
In tortuous backlanes, Toyota
taxis manoeuvre around lounging
bulls that look like a temple
doorway’s stone guardians come
to life. Roadside stalls display
cut-piece polyester suiting draped
alongside glowing thankas. Under
the serene arc of a stupa, yellow-
robed lamas stoically face a firing
squad of camera-clicking tourists.
An old man coaxes a scratchy
tune from an ancient sarangi
outside an emporium stacked
with sleek hi-fi equipment.
Sightseers ofa dozen
nationalities, hill porters bent
double under teetering loads,
darting cyclists and temple bells
chiming counterpoint to Hindi
pop music compose an off-beat
medley. Round a corner and the
vista of Darbar Square. .. ¢

Nepali Times has repreinted
sections of:

My Kind of Kathmandu

An Artist’s Impression of An Emerald
Valley

Desmond Doig

Indus, 1994

Inthe Kingdom of the Gods
Desmond Doig
HarperColins, 1999

BOOK REVIEW

by PRATYOUSH ONTA

Learning to read

Modem Literary Nepali is a book published under the SOAS
South Asian Texts Series by Michael Hutt. Hutt has previously
made the world of Nepali literature accessible to English
readers through his writings and translations. Three of his
previous books are particularly pertinent here: Nepali, A National
Language and its Literature (1988), Himalayan Voices: An
Introduction to Modern Nepali Literature (1991) and Devkota’s
Muna Madan: Translation and Analysis (1996). He has also
written many article-length analyses of different aspects of
modern Nepali literature and translations of specific literary
pieces for various journals.

In the preface, Hutt states that this book “seeks to introduce
a selection of published 20th-century Nepali texts to a reader-
ship consisting both of students who have a basic grasp of
Nepali grammar and vocabulary...and of teachers and students
of other NIA [New Indo-Aryan] languages who wish to gain an
impression of Nepali and its literature without first studying its
grammar in depth.” In other words, unlike the three books
mentioned above, this book is not meant for the general reader.
Instead, it is to be primarily used as a learning and teaching
resource for those who intend to acquire a level of competence
in Nepali that will eventually allow them to read and use literary
and other sources in that language. Hutt, who has taught Nepali
at School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS) for many years,
must have been prompted to put together this book because no
similar effort has been made in the past.

The book contains four parts. The first is a brief general
introduction to modern Nepali history and literature. It also
contains short contextual introductions to the eight pieces of
prose given in part two of the book. Hutt also provides short
notes on the nine poets—Lekhanath Paudyal, Balkrishna
Sama, Laxmiprasad Devkota, Siddhicaran Shrestha, Kedar Man
Vyathit, Gopal Prasad Rimal, Mohan Koirala, Bhupi Serchan,
Banira Giri—whose verses are given in the third part of the book.
He concludes the introduction with a note on the orthography,
grammar and lexicon of modern literary Nepali. In part two, five
short stories, two essays and an extract from an autobiography
are given in their Nepali original with copious footnotes in
English. In part three 21 poems (twenty complete poems and
extracts from Laxmiprasad Devkota's classic Muna
Madan) are given in their Nepali
original with literal
English translations
supported by plenty of
notes. Part four contains a
glossary of Nepali words
that appear in the texts
along with their English
translations.

As Hutt says in the
preface, the choice of works
included in this book was
done to “provide a taste of
modern Nepali literature” and
the book does not claim to
represent its “entire scope.”

Hence there is no point in

arguing what he should have left out or included in this book. A
dedicated reader of this book will definitely become familiar with
some of the major Nepali writers of the 20th century and with
some of their most famous works. As a native speaker of Nepali
who has read most of the materials included here in their
original, it is hard for me to assess just how useful the many
features (especially the footnotes and glossary) included in this
book are to a non-native student trying to enhance his or her
ability in the language. Nevertheless, | think it serves its primary
audience well.

One final point. Hutt says he began the project on which this
book is based in 1988. Since then it has become much easier
to provide students in London (or wherever Nepali is being
taught to non-native speakers) packages of multi-media Nepali
language source materials for learning and teaching. For
instance, the corpus of Nepali language audio-visual reportage
and documentaries with English sub-titles has increased quite
a bit in the last decade. So have the number of Nepali language
feature films available in video. In the last four years, indepen-
dent radio programmers have produced excellent feature
reportage that could, without much effort, be introduced in
intermediate and advanced level Nepali language classes. With
the help of the Internet, an increasingly large audio-visual Nepali
language archive can be accessed with very little effort. In other
words, it is no longer difficult to find useful teaching materials in
the Nepali language. The real challenge is to find students who
want to learn Nepali very seriously in adequate numbers. Since
the economy of being fluent in Nepali is not all that favorable to
non-native speakers, | am afraid that Hutt's book and the
materials indicated above will not be used by a large body of
non-Nepali students. ¢

Modern Literary Nepali: An Introductory Reader by Michael
Hutt. New Delhi: Oxford University Press. 1999. 285 pp.
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ABOUT TOWN

MOVIES

% Nepali and Hindi movies online ticket booking at www.nepalshop.com

% Kagaz Ke Phool Embassy of India is screening an old classic movie of Guru Dutta (with
English subtitles) Sunday 29 July, 10.30am-1.00pm. Audio Visual Hall, Indian Embassy.
Limited seats, first 100 requests only. Tel: 413174, fax:420129

EATING OUT

% Peking Duck And other Chinese delicacies by Chef Tiyong Fan from China. Tien Shan
Chinese Restaurant. Hotel Shangri La. 412999.

% Breakfast with birds Lunch with butterflies, dinner with

fireflies. Traditional Nepali, Indian and Chinese cuisine. Farm

House Café in the Park Village Hotel, Buddhanilkantha.

373935

< Barbecue at the Ropes Barbecue for lunch and dinner.

Over 20 dishes to choose from, view of the Himalayas. The

Sky Terrace, Hotel Everest. Reservations recommended.

488100

+ Friday night Sekuwa (BBQ) Appetisers, momos, salads, main courses and desserts, one
complimentary beer. Rs 699 per head. Throughout the monsoon at Dwarika’s Hotel. 479488
% LaSoon Restaurant and Vinotheque Lunch, tea and dinner with European and American
food, fine wines. Pulchowk. 535290

% Wet and Wild Summer Swimming in a cool pool and a buffet lunch. Saturdays at Godavari
Village Resort. Adults Rs 600, children Rs 350. Taxes extra. 560675, 560775

% Weekend swim & lunch Saturdays and Sundays. Rs 900 for a family of four. Aroma
Sports Centre, Sanepa 521516, 981030859

% Saturday Attraction at the Malla Swimmin and barbecue lunch prepared by our French
chef. 11am-5pm. The Malla Hotel. 418385, 410966.

+ Irresistible Irregulations Throwing regularity out from the menu to the prices, everything's
changed! With every two snacks or drinks you order, you get the third one free. 20 July onwards. The
Coffee Shop and the Juneli Bar, Hotel De L' Annapurna 3:30pm-10pm. 221711

% Vegetarian Delights Every Saturday and Sunday. Rs 300 for adults, Rs 175 for children.
Vaijayanta Garden Restaurant. Godavari Village Resort. 560675

MUSIC

% Romantic Rendezvous at the Jazz Bar Happy hour 6pm-

8pm. Thursdays with the Jaz Commission, other days with An

Faine Hotel Shangri La. 412999

% Himalatte Café Live acoustic music by Dinesh Rai and

Deependra every Friday, 7.30pm-10pm. Free. Thamel. 262526

* DJ Neil/Live Bands on weekends. Happy hour everyday. Rox

Bar, Hyatt Regency. 6pm-9pm.491234

% The Upstairs Jazz Bar Cadenza plays every Saturday night. 7.30pm-10pm. Rs 200
% Contemporary Jazz Dance Classes at the Alliance Frangaise by Meghana Thapa. Thrice
weekly. Alliance Frangaise. 241163, 242 832.

EVENTS

% Art & Culture Programme Promoting contemporary Nepali art and culture—featured
artists include Royal Nepal Academy member and nationally renowned poet Bairagi Kaila,
artist Param Meyangbo from Spiny Babbler, and folk musician Sunil Thapa. The Tea Lounge
Hotel De L' Annapurna 30 July 5pm-6pm. Hotel De L’ Annapurna & Spiny Babbler Museum.
+ Dwarika’s Anytime Escape Overnight accommodation with afternoon tea, cocktalil, six-
course dinner, breakfast, massage and yoga. $130 per couple. Dwarika’'s Hotel. 479488.

+ Weekly cocktail, monthly beer Buy one get one free. The Radisson Corner Bar. 411818
% Club Oasis Tennis on Astroturf courts, a spa treat or a workout in the city’s best gym. Hyatt
Regency Kathmandu

% August Affair in Pokhara Two-night weekend package includes meals, live music, extra
bed for children under 12 years, meals , airport transfers. Mango festival. Hotel Shangri La,
Pokhara. 412999

* Nagarkot Escape Weekends in cottages, views if valleys and forests. Special rates for
Nepalis and resident expats. Hotel Keyman Chautari. keyman@wlink.com.np. 436850,
423128

MEETING
% Second Free Medical Camp organised by St. Xavier's School as part of the Golden
Jubilee celebrations. 28 July 9am-5pm, St. Xavier's Godavari.

For inclusion in the listing send information to editors@nepalitimes.com

BOOKWORM

Mapping the Tibetan World Yukiyasu Osada, Gavin Allwright, Atsushi Kanamaru

Kotan publishing, Tokyo, 2000

Rs 1,560

Much more than a guidebook, this volume contains detailed maps, travel, accommodation,
food and cultural information for regions in the Tibetan Autonomous Region, Western China
(Gansu, Sichuan and Yunnan), Northern India (Ladakh, Zanskar and Sikkim), Bhutan and

Nepal.
The Treasury of Good Sayings: A Tibetan History of Bon Samten G Karmay, ed. and
trans.
Motilal Banarsidass Publishers, Delhi, 2001
Rs 640

The first English translation of the Legs bshad mdzod, a history of the Tibetan religion Bon.
It gives a full account of the ancient religion, its origins, development, struggles against the
later imported Buddhism, and its fight for survival despite persecution and even its abolition
twice. The editor’s essay assesses its historical value and factual accuracy.

Selected Fiction Manoj Das

Penguin Books India, Delhi, 2001

Rs 400

A collection of 28 short stories and a novella by one of India’s most mature and rewarding
authors. The stories range from the light-hearted to the sombre, the ironic to the fabulous.
The novella The Tiger at Twilight, about a raja, his daughter and a man-eater, depicts rural
charm in an era of changes.

The Book of Shadows Namita Gokhale

Penguin Books India, New Delhi, 2001

Rs 320

Part ghost story, part erotic romance, The Book of Shadows explores the nature of reality,
love and faith. It is a startlingly original chronicle of displacement, strangeness and exile, of
forbidden passions and family histories by one of India’s most daring and talented writers.

Courtesy Mandala Book Point, Kantipath, 227711, mandala@ccsl.com.np

K-Too! Beer and Steakhouse
not the “longest”, “highest’, “first” or any
other superlative. Just a relaxed, easy-
going bar and restaurant with the coldest
beer and juiciest steaks this side of the

moon. By the Kathmandu Guest House.

Alfa UV Water Purifier

100 percent pure and safe water for
you and your family. For more
information contact OSCAR
TRADERS, 428576, repl@info.com.np

433043 Home Line Creations
For exclusive home décor, gifts,
Mountain Biking HMB decorative accessories, ceramics,

Full workshop, repair facilities, all models.
Pick up, delivery, professional mechanics.
Bike clothing, spare parts, accessories.
Hire, buy, sell, new and second-hand
bikes. Himalayan Mountain Bike.
www.bikingnepal.com. 437437

wrought ironand imported brilliant
fabrics and table tops. Add colour to
your life. Exclusive showroom: opp.
Tri-Chandra College, Darbar Marg.
222482

For insertions ring NT Marketing at 543333-36.
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Radio Sagarmatha

P.0. Box 6958, Bakhundole, Lalitpur, Nepal

Tel: ++977-1-545680, 545681 Fax: ++ 977-1- 530227
E-mail: radio@radiosagarmatha.org
www.radiosagarmatha.org
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NEPALI WEATHER

Monsoon rains have been deficient in the
eastern tarai and western hills, but Nepali
farmers may get some respite soon if this
circulation over the Bay of Bengal gets here.
This season, though clouds have massed along
the Indian coast, they have lost moisture before
they got to the hills. The uneven distribution of
rains has affected a dozen tarai districts, where
paddy cultivation could not be completed in
time. Some parts of foothills and river valleys
received above normal rainfall. Satellite
pictures indicate that there will be no dramatic
changes in existing rainfall pattern this week.
The farmers need a strong monsoon pulse, but
there is no sign of one. So the frog weddings in
Jhapa may continue. Less cloud cover means
higher maximum temperatures this week, with
the usual humidity which will make it feel hotter.

KATHMANDU
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Nepali Times marked the completion of its first year with a reception at
the Shangri La Hotel on 20 July. Selected images:

ALL PHOTOS:MIN BAJRACHARYA

Aaknt:

Intemational

VAYVHOVHrYS NIN

GARLANDS: Sher Bahadur Deuba bedecked in garlands faces the press as he
emerges victorious after his election on 22 July.

VAYVYHOVHrYE NIW

BEEB-IN-WAITING: The BBC'’s South Asia Corespondent, Adam Mynott
and Gita Pandey outside Singha Darbar preparing to report on live radio via u ux re
satellite the election of the new prime minister for the World Service.

NAGAD PAANCH LAKH: Popular comedian Madan Krishna Shrestha doing
an impersonation of Amitabh Bachchan at the launch episode of a new quiz
show whichwill be broadcast on Nepal Television from 4 August.
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Under My Hat

by Kunda Dixit

Imagine no secrets

I have just been given a potentially catastrophic piece of breaking news thata

female gecko has slipped intomy CPU through its A-drive slitand is busy

raising a litter of six little gecko chicks on top of the 660 Mhz motherboard.
The head of our Infromatics and Internet Security Department who discovered
this reptilian intruder during a routine patrol says that although the mother of six
has gnawed offabit of my SDRAM chip and disabled the graphic accelerator
card, the integrity of the data contained in the hard disk has not been
compromised. Whew. That was a close call. Remind me to puta little sticker on
my computer saying “Gecko Inside”.

While notunderestimating the danger of household fauna going inand out
of our state-of-the-art personal computers with impunity, this is warning to all of
us aboutjust how vulnerable we are in the Infromation Age to any cyber-
saboteur who wants to destroy our demographic way oflife by moving into our
RAM Caches and raising a family next to the cooling fan. Anarchy is abasic
human right, and itis the essence of the freedoms we fought so hard to attain.
No one can take thataway from us, especially nota gecko. Y hear that in there?

Luckily we have in ourmidst visionary crusaders like the young Argentinian

who lastweek

developedan

altruistically-minded

worm called Sircam and imbued it with the power to spread across the world
taking with it the message of harmony, brotherhood and unity of all mankind in
the presentuniverse. The Sircam worm is an ingenious little creature no bigger
than Rhode Island which burrows its way into your computer through the phone
line and once it is inside sends out a payload trigger with a random file from your
hard disk to everyone in your Microsoft Outlook address book. Real fun.

In this fashion, it makes it possible for everyone in the world to ultimately
peerinto everyone else’s computer, thus erasing man-made boundaries and
making everything transparent and open. Imagine, no secrets. (Itisn’t hard to
do.) Which means everyone will be friends with everyone else, and there will be
nomore wars.

This weekend, the Sircam worm (Credo: “The Early Worm gets the
Attachment”’) has been sighted in Nepal, and private emails are being sent from
all and sundry to all and sundry even as we speak. Itis a tribute to the tireless
work of our worm-builder from Buenos Aires that these highly confidential files
cannow see the light of day. I found this:

To:pmo@hmg.gov

From: Lee Kuan Yew

Subject: Application for post of sub-contractor

Sir, Desirous of filling in the vacancy you have advertised in the classified
section of Nepal's top newspaper | am hereby applying for the post of Chief
Subcontractor to run Nepal. My cv is attached, and you will see from it that |
have an autocratic streak. If you need strongman rule, a strong man you will get.

Your humble servant.

LKY
And another one:

To: Right Honourbale Share Bahadur

From: Astrologer-at-large Dhruba Man Joshi

Subject: Cabinet Swearing In

As requested please find attached a detailed diagram of interplanetary
alignments this week which could have a bearing on the appointment and
functioning of your new government. As you will see, the moon is in the seventh
house, Jupiter is aligned with Mars and both are moving with the Space Shuttle
Endeavor which is stranded in space due to bad weather in Nevada. Don't swear
in your cabinet until Jupiter moves into Aquarius which will be sometime in
late-2007. However, if you are in a hurry, then arrangements can be made and |
will speak to the concerned higher-up authorities.

Keep me posted.

Dhruba Man
And this just came in:

To: Mr John Ogoni, Occidental Bank of Nigeria

From: Nagad Ram Nepal

Subject: Where are you?

This is my seventh email to you to kindly request if you have received the
$100,000 (one hundred thousand US dollars) that | have sent as bank draft to
you. My secret bank account still hasn't been credited with the 30 percent share
of the $25 million that you promised me. Please take your time, and let me
know when the transfer is made.

Yours very patiently

Nagad Ram

Have your autographed
book home-delivered.

To order:
@543 337
marketing@himalmedia.com
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Poonam’s

oonam Singh is
probably Nepal’s
youngest and most

popular female rock star.
She’s been touring small
towns of Nepal, singing for
her fans in concerts and
spreading her message of
rebellion and change,
inspiring the new generation
to look ahead.

‘| have always got a warm
welcome and real apprecia-
tion from my Nepali listen-
ers,” says Poonam flashing
her characteristic smile. In
real life Poonam is modest
and soft spoken, unlike her
cutting edge, in-your-face
songs. She inspires liberal
attitudes in society more than
any politicians could do. As
one of her earliest fans puts
it, Poonam radiates new
hope of the next generation of
the Nepalis.

20-something Poonam
got on the road to fame in
1999 when she released her
first musical album ‘Faith-
less’. Inspired by rock stars

'[)r ‘fg ]

——

like Sheryl Crow, Pink Floyd,
[ron Maiden, and Dire Straits,
Poonam doesn’t miss out her
singer friends: Sabina Pakhrin
and Axata Singh from college.
Then there is Robin n’ Looza
and Flower Generation which
she “really” likes. “My associa-
tion with Cobweb has been
one of the most inspiring
elements in my musical
career,” she says.

Evenings at home are a
magical time for Poonam. She
contemplates the monsoon
clouds and the lights in the
sky as she gazes down at the

Valley from her home overlook-

ing Chobhar. She will grab a
guitar and sing along with her
younger sister and brother
who are equally talented and
versatile when it comes to
music. “My home and family
have always been very
supportive of my interest in
music. This is why | could
keep trying new and better
things,” says Poonam, who is
now learning guitar.

Poonam gets a lot of fan

come-true

mail. Some simply write to
praise, some want to become
her adopted bhai and some
ask for tips on how to become
a successful singer. We asked
her that question too and she
replied: “Stick on to your
dreams. Meet the right people.
And then make it happen.”

Poonam is proof that this
works. First, there was this
dream to become a good
singer. At Little Angel's School
where she studied, she was
the most requested singer
during most school programs.
At college life was much more
intense. And once, while
humming alone, she was
spotted by the band Cobweb
which soon found Poonam'’s
vocals such a good match with
their style that they even
helped her out with her next
album, due to be released
next month. Then she may
be off to China to study
medicine. A singing Nepali
doctor who speaks Manda-
rin? “Well, not too sure...but
so far it looks like it.” 4
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