SUBHAS RAI

#57

24 - 30 August 2001

20 pages Rs 20

10-11
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Meanwhile

The government's land sale ban has
paralysed parliament and partially
eclipsed the Maoists’ alcohol ban,
although reports of raids on shops and
distributors have been reported after
last week's arson attack on a distillery
in Nepalgunj. The Maoist women's
group is negotiating with the govern-
ment, and also separately with
breweries and distilleries. The
negotiations appear to be centred
around payoffs for calling off the ban.
The government is too busy preparing
for talks with the Maoists that may start
over the weekend to pay much
attention.

It also doesn't have time to notice
that Maoist trade unions, too, are
gearing up for action next month. The
General Federation of Trade Unions
(GEFONT) says: Enough is enough,
labour rights cannot be won through
violence because there will be nothing
left to fight over.

Conversion guide

Flummoxed by Nepali area units? A
quick conversion guide:

1 bigha = 0.677266ha
1 ropani = 0.05185ha
1 bigha = 20 katthas
1 kattha = 20 dhurs

1 dhur = 4 kanwas
1 ropani = 16 anna
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BINOD BHATTARAI

s an erstwhile socialist, Prime
A Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba

believes that the answer to Nepal’s
poverty is to take land from the rich and
give it to the poor.

A radical land reform plan would
distract the peoples’ attention, bring in
the main opposition UML on his side,
and prepare the groundwork for talks
with Maoists.

So, after discussing the plan with his
party general secretary, he ordered a
nationwide ban on land registration that
would hold until a new law to set a
ceiling on holdings was passed.

It would have all worked fine, but
Deuba failed to foresee that Nepal has
changed from BP Koirala’s days. Today,
the rich are no more the big zamindars of
the tarai: they are the urban nouveau
riche, fattened on corruption and
smuggling. The ban on land sales hit
everyone, not just the landed class.
Deuba’s plan comes for a hearing at a

special bench of the
Supreme Courton 31
August. The land law is
being drafted while
parliament has
been unable to do
business because of
disruption caused by
Sadbhavana and the
RPP.
A chain reaction of
panic swept the spooked
business community. If it was
land now, they reasoned,
could cash and assets be far
behind? Businessmen
reportedly carted out
hundreds of millions of rupees
through unofficial transfer channels to
India and abroad for safekeeping. There
was a partial run on the banks, and the
Rastra Bank governor had to go on
national TV to assuage the public.

Capital fnght

Land redistribution may just redistribute poverty.

“There has been no bank run, there is
no need to worry, we have enough
liquidity to handle any crisis,” Nepal
Rastra Bank governor Tilak Rawal told
us. The banking system has Rs 177
billion in deposits of which cash holdings
stand at Rs 47 billion, another Rs 14
billion in treasury bills. Even so, banks
and clients have been hit hard by the
freeze on collateral-secured credit.
Rawal is trying to convince the
government to relax the rules for
certain transactions without diluting
the objective of land reforms.

Private bankers are pushing panic
buttons. Said one: “The longer this drags
on, the worse it will be for the economy.
Everything will be standstill.” Another
financier was more worried about the
government’s motive for the move.
“What is it trying to do, take everyone
down to the lowest common
denominator?” he asked.

Agriculture economist Ram Prakash
Yadav was one of the main architects of
Nepal’s 20-year Agricultural Perspective
Plan, and finds it hard to believe that all
political parties believe that lowering land
ceilings is the way to go. “That may not
be worth the political risk because there
may not be enough land to distribute in
the first place,” says Yadav.

His 1999 study on land tenure shows
only 8,000 households held over 10
hectares of land in 1991, down from over
14,000 households in 1981. At that rate of
fragmentation due to inheritance and

other reasons, the number of households
today with more than 10 hectares may be
no more than 3,600.

Keshav Badal of the UML, whose
study six years ago is the blueprint for the
government’s reform plan, recommends
bringing down the ceiling to three
hectares. This he said would free up

200,000 ha for redistribution. “If only the
government had courage, we could
prepare a bill for it within a week,” Badal
told us. But will such redistribution
increase productivity and harvests? Many
disagree with Badal-onomics. Said one:
“Further fragmentation will only
redistribute poverty.”

RAMYATA LIMBU

ne of the defining

characteristics of the Nepali

left has been its propensity to
split into factions. They fragment
easily, but it seems they can re-unite
just as easily. The differences are
personality or power-driven rather
than ideological, and are easy to
patch up.

On the extreme left are the
Maoists, wth whom the rest have
ideological differences. But its
meteoric rise into the national arena
in the six short years of violence and
threats has forced everyone else to
take them seriously. That is why all
the leaders of the moderate left
trooped over to Siliguri in India for
audiences with Chairman Prachanda
over the past ten days. On return,
they have been tight-lipped about the
discussions, but it is clear that the
moderate left now sees two options:
unite, or be picked off one by one.

So the main opposition Unified
Marxist-Leninist (UML) is now trying

LEFT TO THEMSELVES

A united moderate left would be a
formidable force in future elections,
and may even counter the Maoists.

to get remarried to the Marxist-
Leninists (ML) after a four-year
divorce. A monolithic left party would
be a formidable force in next year's
local elections, and it could also woo
back some cadres who've strayed into
the radical fold. Since there are scant
ideological divisions, it may be fairly
easy to achieve.

“Theoretically, there’s a great
possibility of unifying with the Marxist-

Leninists who, like us, believe in
people’'s multi-party democracy,” says
Raghuji Pant, a UML MP. “Talks have
also been positive with the Nepal
Communist Party United.”

On the national front, the UML is
also cosying up to the Nepali Congress
government of Prime Minister Sher
Bahadur Deuba, and managed to get
him to push for a freeze on land sales
prior to a land reform law. Both the

VAMVHOVAHCYE NIN

Nepali Congress and the UML appear
to be hoping that this will take some
of the wind out of the sails of the
Maoist agenda at talks. What they
may not have anticipated was the
huge backlash from the smaller
parties and a major crisis of confi-
dence in business. As pressure
builds up, and parliament is stalled,
Deuba has hinted privately at
meetings with his party's lawmakers
that they needn’t worry since the bill
will never be allowed to pass.

On return from Siliguri, UML
supremo Madhav Kumar Nepal said
he had made it clear to Chairman
Prachanda that his party was not
interested in establishing a republic.
Neither was it interested in forming a
constituent assembly to draft a new
constitution. One senior party source
told us: “What we said was this: if you
want changes in the constitution let us
form a committee then we can have an
interim government to hold elections.

Let's do it the democratic way.”

See p. 6
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At exactly the time Prime Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba was
speaking to parliament last Thursday and his words were
carried live by Radio Nepal and Nepal Television, in the
village of Rampur in Dang Valley Maoist cadre were
harvesting maize. They had changed the traditional ratio of
dividing up the crop, and were busy awarding two parts to
the tiller and one part to the landlord. The landlord sat on his
porch and watched, the tillers looked dazed. In the
background somewhere, Deuba'’s voice carried over the
radio as he announced his “revolutionary” land reform edict.
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MORE RADICAL-THAN-THOU

There is a race on before the government-Maoist talks for question.

everyone to be more radical-than-thou. When the prime
minister pretends to be a revolutionary, what will the real

revolutionaries do?

This has been a Deuba quirk all along: it's difficult to
figure out whether he is incredibly smart, or incredibly daft.
His moratorium last week on all land transactions until a new
bill on land reform is announced was probably meant to be a
flanking manoeuvre to pre-empt the Maoist agenda before
talks, and bring the main opposition UML fully on board. If
that was the case, it may have been a deft move. And the
UML and Nepali Congress MPs sitting silently together while
parliament was disrupted this week by sloganeering minor
parties was a sight to behold. The irony of it all was not lost
on the UML which till not too long ago was itself gheraoing
the rostrum and preventing the speaker from speaking,
bringing the House to a standstill for two months. )

But what if land reform is only a half-
baked plan that the prime minister hadn’t

even cleared with his own party

leadership? That appears to have been the
case, given the immediate backlash from
within his own party, from the tarai-based

Sadbhawana and the centre-right
RPP, all of which depend on the
landed gentry for their rural
support base, either in the tarai org
in the hills. Much as we would
like to believe that Prime Minister

Sher Bahadur Deuba is a true radical

who is speaking softly and carrying a big stick, there are many
who are beginning to think that he is being taken for a ride by
everyone: the UML, the smaller opposition, the Maoists, and
his arch enemies within his own party.

A less conspiratorial and more likely explanation is that
Deuba just hasn't done his homework, and could not foresee
that he was stirring a hornet's nest. Responding to a run on
some banks and a slew of writs, the Supreme Court has called
a full bench to debate the issue from 31 August. A full bench
means the honourable justices consider this a constitutional

Deuba is being disingenuous. In the party's chambers he
has apparently been telling angry MPs to cool it, since he has

no intention of ever implementing land reform. It is just a ploy,

he has told them, an edict like that will never get past the
Supreme Court, and it will get the UML on his side before the
Maoist talks. It doesn't look like too many MPs are buying that.
The UML and ML are too busy being interviewed on state and
private radio singing hosannas of the government and
asserting that only the zamindars are opposed to land reform.
There is no doubt that given Nepal's skewed landholding
pattern, there is need for reform. But there are ways to do it,
and there are lessons of history—the devastating famines that
followed the collectivisation in the Soviet Union and China.
The loss of economies of scale with fragmentation of
£3  landholdings elsewhere. Land reform is not something
o, You tinker with, or play politics with. It is deadly
% "% serious. So the problem with the prime minister's
announcement in parliament on 16 August was not
what he did, but how he did it.

By announcing a ban on land sales,

"~ 1€ has already set the ball rolling.

But he didn’t follow it up immediately
with a bill tabled in the house or with a

timetable for implementation. It will be
difficult to roll back, and the longer it goes
on, the messier things will be for the economy.
If this was a grand plan to create a favourable
atmosphere for negotiations with the Maoists, then we
wonder: who is manipulating whom?

STATE OF THE STATE

by CK LAL

| will show you fear in a handful of dust.

-TS Eliot, The Waste Land

armers in the tarai look at overcast

Bhadraskywithamixture ofhopeand

fear. Ifit rains, rice grows green and
strong, Butif it pours, young plants go pale
under the fierce sun, and then decomposein
waterlogged fields. Buthope s always stronger
thandread.

Bhadrais the month of worry, and this
yearitisworse than usual. Tarai farmers face
the consequences of the freezing of their only
property—theland. Sher Bahadur Deuba
suddenly got the brainwave that he could steal
the Maoists' thunder byannouncing
revolutionary land redistribution measures.

Theactual land ceiling is unlikely to
affect more than 10 percentof the population if
and when it comesinto being, but the freeze
onsalesand transfers of land holdings affects
everyone. Itis difficult to find real-life
examples of someone letting go of a bird in
hand in the hope of getting two from the bush,
but Deuba has just done it. And it will be his
own Nepali Congress that will face the
consequencesof his decision.

‘The haves have now been shaken out of
theircomplacency. Exposed to extortion by
Maoists, and having bought their peace by
cheating taxes to pay protection money, traders
and industrialists had thoughtitwould be
businessas usual even under the shadow of the
terrorists' guns. The planned arson bya Maoist
mobatadistillery in Nepalgunj showed that
when thegovernmentaccommodatesinsurgents
without first displaying its own power to
enforce peace, the result isanarchy.

‘Whenaweak governmentand strong
rebels meet to talk peace, even more extremist
warlordsare inevitably born, who assume the

'mandeof “real revolutionaries”. Thisweek’s
runon commercial banks, and an unusual rush
totransfer fundsabroad through the informal
hundi channel was caused as much by the fears
of freeze on large personal accounts as by the
dread that Maoists may renew their extortion.
People had already lost faith in the
government, now they have decided thateven
the Maoistleadership cannot be trusted o
control their cadre.

Lastweek, Chairman Prachanda received in
audiencea procession of overground
communistsat his den in Siliguri. Since our
southern pals claim to know everything that
happensinside the smallest madarassa in the
tarai, it is highly unlikely that they have not
been aware of the honoured guests in their
strategic Chicken Neck. The fact that the
Maoists have safe havensin Indian territory has
affected theirimage back home. So was their
rabid anti-Indianism just to hide the shame of
being at the mercy of their benefactors?

TheMaoistshad daimed that they had an
understandingwith Narayanhitiunder King
Birendra. Then Koirala’s Home Minister Ram
ChandraPoudel had revealed that the Maoists”
paramdham (heaven) was Nirmal Niwas. And
nowithasbeen publicly confirmed that the
bases of the “people’s war” liebeyond our
southern border. So, whatare the many Nepalis
‘who believed Maoism was born out of their
misery going to do now?

Karl Marx: “The redeeming feature of war
isthatit putsa nation to test. As exposure to
theatmosphere reducesall mummies to instant
dissolution, so war passes extreme judgementon
social systems that have outlived their utility.”
"Well put. The Maoists waged their propaganda

warso effectively that our leaderslost even before
they started fighting.

Nepali intellectuals fell for Maoist slogans
of social justice hook, lineand sinker, knowing
thatinstant justice dispensed by the gun is the
worst form of despotism. The media crawlson
all fours, pusillanimous politicians make pious
noises against terrorism in public, but privately
‘manyarestill paying protection money. Of the
policeand army, after Holeri the less said the
better. Itis unreasonable to hope for peaceand
stability when all the institutions of society have
failed so miserably. In the end, thereis nothing
asoppressiveas the tyranny of asoft state. Itis
unlikely thatanything substantial will emerge
outoftalks between C-class Maoistsand
politically expendable government nominees. In
any case, itseems clear now that the
government’s talks should actually be with New
Delhiand Narayanhiti. Just like in 2007.

After this period of relative calm, the short-
term prognosisis the possibility of more intense
violence. History hasa habit of springing nasty
surprises on nations that do not value peace. If
andwhen mindlessviolence beginsagain—and
letus pray thatit doesn't—the countdown for
Deuba’s fall from grace and power will
commence. As Deuba completes hisfirst month
inoffice, his highly secretive advisers will do
well to remember an old axiom of politics:
nothing destroys legitimacy likea dramatic
failure to fulfil expectations.

Thesilverlining in the menacing dlouds
loomingon the national horizon is the common
Nepali’s weariness with this senseless war. The
'mask has come off the Maoists, the Nepali
people have realised that deliverance does notlie
ina proletarian utopia designed in Siliguri.
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OPINION

bureaucrats and industrialists, all want
our 1996 preferential trade treaty with
India renewed in its original form, without

T he Nepal government, political leaders,

review and changes. The 2-5 August round

of secretary-level negotiations between the
two governments failed, and as per the
provisions of the treaty, India has officially
proposed a review. This week Indian foreign
minister Jaswant Singh promised to keep by
the spirit of the treaty, but failed to clear the
air. It is now sure that the treaty will not be
automatically renewed. Time is running out

for Nepal as the treaty expiry date
approaches on 5 December.

The bone of contention s the issue of
the “surge in export of certain products,
particularly vanaspati ghiu (hydrogenated
vegetable oil), zinc oxide, acrylic yarn, steel

and other duties on imports
that were re-exported to
India. But as was expected,
the “benefit” was not to last,

pipes and copper wires, which India hassaid  and the industries began

is displacing its domestic manufactures.

crumbling the moment India

Among others things, Indiawants Nepal to  liberalised trade. Many of our

impose voluntary export quotas on these
products, or else it will impose quantitative
restrictions on Indian import of these
products. Nepali authorities pretended not
to be aware of the Indian demand and
continued singing solo that the treaty had

currendly “sick” industries
are relics of that era.

Synthetic textles, iron
rods, vegetable oils and
electronics are industries that
can never benefit Nepal.

benefited both countries since India’s export  There are many reasons, but

to Nepal has also grown and therefore it

should be renewed automatically.

Nepal may have a point. But it cannot

the inavailability of local raw
materials is one. Encouraging
such industries will not

criticise India for non-cooperation. Weneed  contribute to the Nepali

to do some soul searching ourselves and
analyse the economic benefits that have

economy because they will
never be able to achieve the

resulted from the expansion of the industries  economies of scale necessary

producing the five problem products. As is

to become cost-efficient and

evident now, this has been the main hurdle  compete with manufactures

for the treaty’s automatic renewal. The five
problem industries add very little value in
Nepal, and it could very well be that we are
re-routing semi finished imports, as India

from India. Their existence
will continue to be
determined by subsidised
duties in the form of an

alleges. Was the refusal to be flexible on these  effective zero duty on raw

products worth sacrificing the treaty?

material imports.

There are lessons from our recent
history of trade relations with India about
how we can ensure long-term benefits.
During the 1970 and 1980s India had
protectionist policies. Most Nepali industry
of the time were those whose products
found markets in India through illegal
channels. Nepal benefited from customs

treaty is much more important.

r

Some political and trade lobbies argue
thatimposing quotas or quantitative
restrictions are tantamount to encroachment
of Nepal’s sovereignty. Wrong. Tradeand
industry are not a matter of politics, they are
governed by rules of economics, which boil
down to asimple theory of comparative
advantage. As things stand, because India is

I

the stronger trading partner, failure to renew
the treaty will damage the Nepali economy
more. Just look at what happened in 1988/
89 when the trade and transit treaty was
suspended for a year and we lived through a
blockade. Nepal had to airlift kerosene from
Bangladesh, and was given salt for free by
China, that could not be brought to Nepal

Ivd SYHENS

by TIRTH UPADHYAY

Least favoured nation?

It is not in Nepal’s interest to hold bilateral trade with
India hostage over five export items. Keeping the 1996

)

correct flaws which we knew were there
all along. Investors look beyond the five-
year horizon and such immaturity will do
Nepal no good.

We need to urgently put our own

because of prohibitive

transportation costs.
The Indian demand

for imposing voluntary

house in order and make efforts to get
more foreign direct investment, including
Indian, into Nepal. Sizeable investment
can lead to larger interdependence of the
two economies and the same industries
can serve as pressure groups to iron out
lictle rifts that crop up from time to time.
They may even lead to Nepal getting a
more favourable treaty. Nepal will also
earn lead time to build up its own
industrial base while that happens.

The US-Japan dispute over American
photographic paper imports is another
example with lessons for us. In the early

restrictions on exportsofa  1990s, the dispute reached a stage where

particular product ora
group of products is not

the US president had to announce
stopping Japanese imports within 24

unique. Itisa practice that  hours. Japan retaliated by threatening to
isglobal, and isoftenused  stop export of aircraft spares to the US,

by trading partners. Japan  threatening to cripple its aviation industry
has voluntarily limited the  (Boeing alone imports about 40 percent of
number of cars it exports to  its spares from Japan). The two sides then

the United States of

sat down and within a week they had

America. Again, exportsof  found a solution that was acceptable to
Nepali garments to the US ~ both sides.

take place under pre-
approved quotas.

Nepal needs to take a similar attitude:
do a serious, non-jingoistic review of

Itisin Nepal'sinterest ~ where we have failed and sit down with
to address Indian concerns  India at the earliest to iron out our
while maximising benefits ~ differences. Any delay will only add to the

to us, and get the treaty
renewed without further
delay. We have already

uncertainties of investors wanting to come
to Nepal, which already is becoming
known worldwide as a place where the

shown how unpredictable  politics is unstable and where there are
we can be to investorseven  Maoists out to disable whatever little

with an agreed treaty by

causing India to seck a

industry the country has.

review in the first five Tirth Upadhyay is a senior partner with
MG.

years. We did not self- KP,

ABORTION
While some Members of
Parliament and others argue that
legalising abortion would create
an imbalance in our “social
harmony”, | ask what sort of
harmony is it when women
(especially poor women) bear the
brunt of an unequal legal system?
As Dr Aruna Uprety says in
“Silent state violence” (#55) this
argument is absurd in a society
supposed to be based on a
constitution of equal rights for all.
Reproductive rights are the rights
of women, and most lawmakers in
our country are male, so it might
be difficult for them to understand.
It is not just abortion that should
be legalised, but any other issue
that can help improve the dire
legal status of Nepali women.
Sujala Pant
Shanghai, PRC

And, as usual, it is the well off
who can get an abortion in a
clean, safe, modern medical
facility in Kathmandu, and get
away scot free as long as they
have the money. | know. My house
keeper decided to have an
abortion. She returned to her
home village in Nawalparasi to
have the procedure done by a
local village woman. The haves
win over the have-nots everytime,
and the women are the higgest
losers.

Maggie Namjou

Vermont, USA

INDOSUEZ
Binod Bhattarai's “Scramble for
Indosuez” (#56) and his line

“divesting in Nepal is almost as
difficult as investing” are very
pertinent. Nepal has to simplify
political and bureaucratic
procedures if it is serious about
attracting foreign investment. The
insurgency is already a big
disincentive for foreign investors.
The article also quotes me on the
subject of minority shareholders’
rights. May | clarify that in all past
deals the interest of such
shareholders have been totally
ignored. The Stock Exchange
Board, the Rastra Bank and other
regulatory authorities must make it
mandatory in the Indosuez deal for
the new buyer to guarantee the
minority shareholders to buy back
their shares at the prevailing
market price if they wish to sell.
Tirth Upadhyay
KPMG

BIG BROTHER

Pratyoush Onta's “What to do
when Big Brother knocks”(#55) is
a schizophrenic analysis. The
rationale behind foreign direct
investment (FDI) is to import
advanced technology and capital
which will eventually boost a
country's exports and have a
positive impact on the economy.
Hi-tech industries which require
huge capital and resources are
generally invited in the name of
FDI, and Nepal has so far followed
this trend. But FDI in the sensitive
Fourth Estate is a different matter.
Is FDI necessary to teach Nepali
journalists to write articles and
editorials, as Onta states? | am not
convinced that an Indian-owned
newspaper will help us in

narrowing the trade deficit and
create mass employment to give a
boost to our economy? Nepal does
not need FDI to publish a daily
newspaper in Kathmandu. The
other question is: why does Big
Brother want to enter our relatively
small market where other national
dailies are still running at a loss?
Onta’s argument that the foreign
media’s compulsion to survive on
Nepal's advertising market is quite
ridiculous.
Gopi Sarmah
New Road, Pokhara

By leaving out a point in my letter
(Letters, #56) you have completely
diluted my main message about
Pratyoush Onta’s piece on foreign
direct investment in media. If FDI
was to succeed in mauling Nepali
bichar, then people would stop
investing in RAW, ISI, CIA, et al.
Besides, these agencies will have
a very easy job in achieving their
goals by having their operatives
write in newspapers. Moreover, you
have also abridged my name by
deleting the letters “FCA” from my
name.
Ratna Sansar Shrestha, FCA
Senior Chartered Accountant &
Corporate Lawyer
Kathmanau

It was refreshing to see wide
ranging debate being initiated on
the almost taboo subject of Nepali
nationalism with BP Giri's “My
nation, right or wrong”, #54 and
Pratyoush Onta’s “What to do when
Big Brother knocks”, #55.
Unqualified Nepali nationalism, as
Giri points out, often stifles rational

debate on important issues and
most political parties inflame public
sentiment. Why should we take
pride in our independence when we
cannot run the most rudimentary
administration with any degree of
competence? It does not matter that
Nepal has never been colonised if
we allow our country to go down
through incompetence and
corruption.

Onta is persuasive. However,
there is no denying that an
individual or an identified
organisation can have decisive
influence on the national thinking if
they have sufficient control of
media. Whether that has any
detrimental effect on the nation is a
separate matter.

Suresh K Kafle
Manchester, UK

YEAR ZERO

CK Lal in “Tunak tunak tun....
tarara” (#56) purports to quote the
conversation he had with me at the
Nepali Times Anniversary
Reception. May | clarify the actual
content of our conversation? Mr Lal
stated, apropos of Indian Army's
recruitment of Nepalese nationals,
that India was recruiting its “cannon
fodder” from Nepal, because she
did not want to send her own people
to die in Siachen. | replied to this
“Do you really believe that a
country of one hillion people has
difficulty in finding people in its own
country to join the Army or die for
the country?” Mr. Lal respondcd by
asking why India was continuing its
recruitment of “poor Gurkhas from
the Nepalese hills” into the Indian
Army. | reiterated that India could

recruit her own people, but that the
recruitment of the Gurkhas from
Nepal was a matter of convention
and tradition dating from the British
period, which was now continued
out of India-Nepal friendship, and
that it was wrong and unfair to call
the Nepali Gurkhas “cannon
fodder”. It is deeply regrettable that
a coloumnist of Mr CK Lal's
outstanding abilities and reputation
should have chosen to so distort a
conversation for whatever point he
was trying to make
Nagma Mallick
Indian Embassy, Kathmandu

CK Lal's article on India-Nepal
relations is poignant. It shows how
our relationship with India has
become unequal by our own
shortcomings. While we are all
very happy to bash India, we have
not realised that India has a very
committed and professional cadre
of workers, particularly in the
Ministry of External Affairs. Why
should these people have to
always treat Nepal with favour?
Special favours are a privilege,
not a right. And
we have not
provided any
favours to
India. If
anything, we
are the first to
bash our “big
brother”. We
should be
ableto %
match up to
India, not by
currying
favour, or by

making under-the-table deals,
but by becoming a well-
educated, well-informed nation.
Unfortunately Nepal's education
is headed in the opposite
direction. The left parties and of
course the Maoists have taken a
hardline stance against private
education, and are trying to bring
equality by bringing our
educational institutions to Year
Zero (which is, sadly, where the
government schools are right
now). The government, the
opposition parties, and the
underground revolutionaries
should first create exemplary
public schools before destroying
private ones. Be creative enough
to provide guidance and support
to private education, don't give
us cheap sloganeering. Well-
educated Nepalis are needed to
run the country, and it is best if
they are produced on our own
soil rather than across the
border.
Shanta Dixit
Patan
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" Dolpo’s endangered species are

Looking north towards China

NAVIN SINGH KHADKA
IN DOLPO

he Shey-Phoksundo
T National Park is a conserva-

tion success story. A
protected area for endangered
wildlife like the musk deer and
the snow leopard, and rare fauna
like yarchagumba—sometimes
called the Himalayan Viagra.
Even at the best of times there
was no way anyone could watch
the country’s largest, 3,555 sq km
national park in this rugged, arid
land adjoining Tibet. But with
the Maoist insurgency, police
have pulled back, rangers don’t go
out patrolling anymore, the army
stays in the barracks, and poachers
are having a field day.

After Maoist militia raided the
district headquarters in Dunai a
year ago killing more than 20
policeman, law enforcers in this

trans-Himalayan reserve have
quietly abandoned their duties for
fear of Maoists. After the
massacre, policemen in Dolpa
were confined to the district
headquarters. Officials of the
Department of National Park and
Wildlife Conservation, who were
not recalled, took to staying
indoors in their quarters at
different park check-posts.

“You never know when you
will meet the Maoists. And we do
not have any arms to defend
ourselves,” one park ranger
confided to us.

Itis the same story at the
Suligad barrack near Dunai,
originally stationed here to
protect the park. A high-ranking
army officer there admitted there
is no more patrolling. “We are
avoiding a possible confrontation,
since we know the Maoists are

abandoned police post near Dunai

The insurgency doesn’t only claim human lives. Rare species are
falling prey to poachers emboldened by poor patrolling.

well-armed and roam the park’s
jungles.” In any case, the troops at
Suligad today have a different
mandate—they are perched on a
small hillock overlooking Dunai
Bazar as a back-up security force.
“Our focus has been changed for
now,” admitted the officer.

For poachers, the good times
are here again. Strict conservation
and patrolling over the past 20
years have raised the population
of endangered animals like musk
deer and snow leopards, and rare
herbs. Musk deer are having a
particularly hard time of it,
especially in Lower Dolpo.
Poachers trap the animal, remove
the musk glands, also called
“pods”, and sometimes even the
flesh. Then, they simply leave the
animal there to die. Rangers and
game scouts tell of finding traps
with deer skeletons in them. Since

1998, officials at the Sekpa check
post of the Shey-Phoksundo park
have discovered more than 500
traps meant for musk deer, and
game scouts say they have found
fifty of these on the steep slopes
directly below the Suligad barrack
in the last six months alone.

Musk, traditionally used to
make some of the most expensive
perfumes in the world, has a
market value in Dunai of over Rs
30,000 for 50 grams. Middlemen
operate openly. Just last week,
says Santaram Thakali, chairman
of a Dunai NGO, there were two
dealers in town with musk and
the half-plant half-larva aphrodi-
siac yarchagumba they had
collected from the mountains.

If poachers have a free hand
in the inhabited areas of Lower
Dolpo from Dunai to
Phoksumdo lake, what goes on in

Phoksundo lake B

the desolate upper reaches of the
park is anybody’s guess. There is
notasingle law-enforcement
agency in this area, and even
police officers deployed to guard
the Jufal Airstrip, the entry point
into Dolpa by air, admit that
many residents of Dolpo and
neighbouring districts regularly
get up to the high passes of
Upper Dolpo to collect
yarchagumba. Buyers are easy and
fast to find, even at such high
altitude. Locals picking
yarchagumba don’t even need to
bring it back down—the Tibetan
plateau is just a day’s walk from
passes like Jengala, and smugglers
regularly cross back and forth.

The local market value fora
piece of yarchagumba is between Rs
25-35—far lower than the Rs 500
per piece the government decreed
when it lifted the ban on its

collection last year. “That wasan
absurd decision,” said Dhan Rai,
Manager of Northern Mountain
Conservation Project, run by
USAID and the WWE in Dolpo.
“The government is losing revenue
because legal sales are low, and at the
same time there has been significant
ecological disturbance because
natural resources are being plun-
dered in search of the stuff.”

The snow leopard, which is
found above the snow line, is also
an easy target for the more intrepid
poachers. Many villagers in Upper
Dolpo say they often see strangers
in this high altitude area driving
“well-packed loads” towards Tibet,
which borders the arid mountains
to the north of Upper Dolpo. “The
poachers take hides and snow
leopard bones to China. “Ttis
lucrative business, there is no one to
stop them here” said Phinjo Namge

HERE AND THERE

teetotalism, it’s perhaps timely to take a look at other countries

A s Nepal slides down the slippery slope towards fundamentalist

Last orders, please

Whatever the revolutionary women of Nepal may think, banning

by DANIEL LAK
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In danger again

Ghale, vice president of Saldang
Village Development Committee
(VDQ). The village has a snow
leopard conservation committee,
which estimates there isa popula-
tion of about 215 of the rare cats in
Upper Dolpo.

A teacher from Rumai village
near Dunai was visiting Khasa in
Tibet and told us he saw residents
of Palam village in Lower Dolpo
sell two snow leopard pelts for Rs
8,000 cach. As tiger bones are
getting harder to come by,
Chinese apothecaries have started
using the bones of snow leopards
and other big cats as well.

Itisn’t only outsiders who are
poaching. Padam Budha,
chairman of the Buffer Zone’s
User Committee at the Shey-
Phoksumdo VDG, says he
doesn’t see as many Chinese
nationals coming to the area to
kill snow leopard and blue sheep
as he used to. Many villages in
Upper Dolpo are abuzz with
rumours that there are
“professional hunters” among
their own numbers. People
mention a man called Heeru from
north Dolpa’s Vijer village. They
say he has killed at least five snow
leopards in recent years and has
been able to sell pelts, bones and
even teeth to businessmen in
Tibet. “We have seen him
walking around this area with his
gun and bow,” locals at Saldang
said. “He has been walking away
scot-free, and he boasts that he
will carry on his illegal hunting.”

We put this to the district
authorities in Dunai. They said
they knew all about this hunter in
Vijer. “But no department official
has the guts to go and arrest him,”
said an officer. He and his col-
leagues are scared and talk about the
atmosphere of lawlessness. They are
particularly afraid of anyone they
have take action against in the past.
Maoist or not, there is the tacit fear
of retaliation.

Locals say the entire village of
Tinje, in the northeastern part of
Upper Dolpo has been a particu-
larly bad snow leopard poaching
area. Avisitor to Tinje might easily
be offered a pelt for Rs 12,000.
“They even approached us when
we were there for a survey of snow
leopards two years ago,” said Rai of
the Northern Mountain Conserva-

Horses romp throuvh meadows in Upper Dolpo

tion Project. When asked how they
came to have the animal’s pelt, the
would-be salesmen said they
skinned a dead snow leopard or

The highlanders know well
that snow leopards and other
animals in the area like blue sheep
are protected species. “We cannot
kill them because the department
of parks and conservation has
explained to us that their
numbers need to grow,” says
Ongdi Lama, the priest at Shey
Monastery. “These days we
cannot even keep guns like we
used to earlier.”

Last year an estimated 50
snow leopards were killed in Shey
alone. Not all were poached,
villagers also kill them before they
kill cheir livestock. “In the last six
months the syavo (local name for
snow leopard) has killed more
than one hundred sheep and
baby yaks in this village alone,”
said Chhebang Tashi, of Saldang.
Leopards kill livestock out of
hunger because of depleted
natural prey like blue sheep.

The cats are also moving down
to well-vegetated areas in Lower
Dolpo in search of prey. “Itis very
risky to leave our animals in the
meadows unaccompanied by
shepherds these days,” said June
Karki, a Game Scout at the
department of parks’ Sekpa Check
Post who lost three yak calves to
snow leopards this year. “Ifwe were
allowed to keep guns I would have
wiped them out,” said Dhondul
Buddha of Namdo Valley near the
Saldang VDC. “In the last six
months they have eaten six of my

simply bought it from someone else.

sheep and I am expecting worse
this winter.”

Residents of Dolpo are
demanding compensation for the
damage snow leopards cause.
“There has been talk about
compensating us,” says Thinley
Lendup Lama of Saldang, who
played the lead role in the Eric
Valli film, Caravan. Butaslong
as locals regard snow leopards as
amenace they will not see any
reason why poachers should be
caught, they are just doing them
a favour by killing the predator.

Officials of the Department
of National Parks and Wildlife
Conservation say this is one
reason controlling the poaching
is so difficult. “The poachers,
aided by villagers, know many
secret routes,” a senior park
official said. “And anyway, what
can we do when even the army
has stopped its patrols.”

Things will only get worse as
long as law-enforcement and park
officials remain indoors and if plans
go through to open up Upper
Dolpo, nowa restricted area, to
tourists. Villagers will benefit, but
with no one to regulate the
increased human trafficin the area,
and potential retail clients for
poachersand yarchagumba
collectors right in the area, the
situation in the park could get
even messier.

Local participation in any
future tourism or conservation
endeavours could be the place to
start, but for now, residents of
Dolpo are simply tired of
protecting themselves from snow
leopards, Maoists and all the

The debate continues

Dr Ram Sharan Mahat is back from the
Dragon Kingdom and we will know how
successful he has been from the pace of the
joint verification process of refugees in
Jhapa in the following weeks.

The official Bhutanese line is that it is
committed to verifying and repatriating
refugees, but it was not what its National
Assembly said recently. “The Assembly has
taken a stand against repatriating refugees,
or wants to take back only the fewest
possible,” says SB Subba, chairman of the H
Bhutan Refugees Representative
Repatriation Committee (BRRRC). The
Jhapa-based organisation has been urging the Nepali government to skip verification and go directly into
categorisation of refugees as Bhutanese or non-Bhutanese nationals rather than wait for the screening be
over.

Since refugee verification by a 10-member Nepali and Bhutanese team began in April in
Khudunabari, one of the seven refugee camps in east Nepal, 940 families have been verified. 1,957
refugees call the Khudunabari Camp home. So far, 5,913 of the nearly 100,000 refugees living in
Jhapa have been through the process. At the current pace, the process could take as long as six
years.

Bhutanes

The Family Planning Association of Nepal (FPAN), the country’s biggest non-governmental organisation
has cause for concern. FPAN officials are worried that US President George Bush’s resurrection of the
Global Gag Rule (Mexico City Policy of 1984), which bars foreign organisations from using US aid to
advocate abortion law reforms, may affect reproductive and family planning services the association
provides to thousands of couples in Nepal.

Nearly fifteen percent of the organisation’s annual funding comes from the US government, and FPAN
officials fear they may have to downsize and shut down three model family planning clinics because the
US has said it wont deliver the promised allocations for fiscal 2001.

Nepal, which has one of the highest maternal mortality rates in the world—539 of 100,000 live births,
fifty percent due to unsafe abortions—has refused to comply with the Gag Rule. While FPAN officials are
looking for alternate sources of funding, they are also hoping that the Global Democracy Promotion Act
recently passed by the US Senate will block the US government from implementing the Gag Rule.

i e N
Sacrificial lamb g o e
No chyangra (Tibetan goats) from the Chinese this Dasain,
says the Food Corporation. Nepal is said to have decided
to stop taking the Tibetan goats China gifted Nepalis every
Dasain, something which has been going on for the last 30
years. The sale of the 2,000 goats brought in Rs 2.5 million
annually but the governments says the costs of importing
and tending to the herds had become about just as high.
The end of the chyangra is part of an attempt by the h
Ministry of Finance attempt to stop taking small grants that make donors look generous but have
little or no effect on the nation’s economy. Some government officials are worried though that the
move might be construed as an insult and affect the centuries-old relationship between Nepal and
China. Our prediction: higher meat prices this Dasain.

Unsafe no more

Finally, some good news for travel trade professmnals Following the Maoist-government ceasefire, a
number of foreign missions have updated their travel advisories—Nepal no longer figures as a troubled
destination. While embassies continue to advise their nationals to exercise caution, avoid organised
crowds and demonstrations, and maintain a high level of personal security while in Nepal, the country no
longer figures on the ‘unsafe’ list—except for some Maoists-occupied areas, of course.

“Sure, that will help,” says a travel professional in Thamel. Quiet for the past two months, the city's
tourist hub is slowly coming back to life with foreign visitors. The country can only hope the peace holds.

Too much of a good thing

The Home Ministry's Department of Narcotics Control and Disaster Management has logged 129 deaths
due to floods and landslides since this year's monsoon began in mid-May. In addition, 18 people have

been injured and 42 have been listed missing. A total of 1,597 families have been affected and goods and
property worth Rs 7.4 million have been destroyed due to the rains. Last year's losses totalled over Rs 1

that have experimented with the notion of banning the demon
drink. Perhaps the revolutionary women could reflect on the experience
of others before they toss out the keys to the liquor cabinet.

Afghanistan is probably the only country where prohibition actually
works. When I lived there before the Taliban came to town, I used to
buy dented cans of Bulgarian beer from a little shop in Kabul’s famous
Chicken Street bazaar. But my replacement goes thirsty. The threat of
public execution has destroyed the entrepeneurial spirit, as least among
erstwhile beer drinkers and sellers. The few expatriates left in the city fly
out every two weeks for a night at the Khyber Club in Peshawar.
Pakistan is officially dry but the rules are widely flouted, especially by
the rich.

Saudi Arabia also has harsh penalties for those who dabble in drink.
But the trade carries on, the human craving for intoxication overcoming
fear of punishment and the ridiculously high price of a pint. A family
friend who worked in Jeddah as an engineer tells the story of a deep pit
outside the city where frightened bootleggers—the religious police
closing in on them—had to dump hundreds of cases of Amstel beer.
They quickly buried the evidence but were arrested anyway. For years
afterward, Jeddah’s tipplers, a fair few devout Muslims among them,
mined for Amstel in the dark of night, wearing headlamps and digging
ever deeper into the desert.

Several Indian states have toyed with prohibition, ostensibly because
Gandhi was teetotal. This may be true of Gujarat, the Mahatma’s
birthplace, but elsewhere alcohol bans were just cynical courting of the
womens’ vote combined with the desire of already corrupt officials to
mint money selling illegal booze. Andhra Pradesh very nearly went
bankrupt between 1994, when prohibition was introduced by local
movie legend turned politician NT Rama Rao, and 1997 when booze

alcohol here won't dry things up. I will enrich a lot of Indians. et comeuith i
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billion. Department officials are still adding—they say the numbers are likely to rise, because the
monsoon is here for another month.

Most famously, the United States of America went officially dry for 13
years, from 1920 to 1933. The prohibition era came after decades of hard
campaigning by advocates of temperance, many of them women. Our
revolutionaries here in Nepal might spend some time looking up the
activities of one Carrie Nation, president of a Kansas chapter of the
Womens’ Christian Temperance Union. She and her crusaders specialised
in bursting into saloons with axes and smashing kegs of whisky, as drinkers
fled into the night screaming for the police. Carrie Nation died in 1911 and
America banned booze nine years later. But prohibition failed dismally on all
counts. Americans drank more pure alcohol by the end of the era, and the
government lost hundreds of millions of dollars.

Gangsters, many of them my fellow Canadians, flourished as rum
runners and smugglers. Canada actually repealed its own prohibition laws in
1919, knowing full well that Washington had just authorised an irresistible,
ifillegal, business opportunity.

Whatever the revolutionary women of Nepal may think, banning
alcohol here won’t dry things up. It will enrich a lot of Indians, though.
What better border for smuggling booze that the long porous line through
the tarai. Nepal’s neighbours, Bihar and Uttar Pradesh, are awash in strong
drink and gangsters already. I can imagine them— like Canada in 1919—
anticipating the gold rush. In the end, the poor will be hardest hit by
prohibition: lost jobs, lower government revenues and dangerous home Tel:

. ++977-1-545680, 545681 Fax: ++ 977-1- 530227
brew. We foreigners, rich Kathmandu-wallahs and other elite types will still

E-mail: radio@radi rmatha.or
have our Chardonnay at sunset, our single malts after dinner. If 'm wrong, & d_ad o@rad (;f‘aga atha.org
I'm buying the next round, ban or no ban. www.radiosagarmatha.org

A joke or a pass?

We don't talk about it, but perhaps we should begin now. A survey conducted by the International Labour
Organisation (ILO) on sexual harassment in Kathmandu's workplaces reveals that sexual harassment,
though still a taboo subject for most, does occur here, and is increasingly being recognised as such. Of
the 62 people who responded to the interviews, more than half of the female employees said they had
experienced some sort of sexual harassment at work. The highest percentage of harassment was found
to take place in the garment and airline industries. The survey says that most women who are harassed
remain afraid to speak out about it for fear of social humiliation and losing their jobs.

The Muluki Ain has laws touching on sexual exploitation, there is no specific legislation on sexual
harassment. Of the organisations surveyed, the Hyatt Regency Hotel in Taragaon was the only one that
had sexual harassment as grounds for departmental action. As more and more women of the Valley go
out to work, the lack of legal recourse open to them in the event of sexual harassment is an issue that will
stay with us.

Film South Asia

Forty-five films have been selected for competition at the world s only festlval of South Asian documenta-
ries, scheduled for 4-7 October. The films cover diverse issues, from identity politics to sexual question-
ing, spiritual quest to diasporic angst, playful profiles to historic re-evaluation. The films are largely from
India, which remains the pre-eminent producer of documentary films in South Asia, but Bangladesh,
Nepal and Pakistan aren't far behind. The films include Bengalis in the World of Fish, King for a Day (a
candid look at Clinton’s visit to Dhaka), Ramlila (about street theatre in Delhi), She Wants to Talk to You
(about Nepali women in America), Shere Punjab (about a dhaba) and The Life and Times of Lachman
Magar, a profile of a naughty old man, and one of few films selected from Nepal.

BBC World Today

BBC Science in Action
BBC Agenda

BBC AqTelt &av

BBC Aqtelt v

Radio Sagarmatha

was re-legalised by his son-in-law and heir, Chandrababa Naidu. The
P.0. Box 6958, Bakhundole, Lalitpur, Nepal

fact that Naidu’s party was home to the state’s top bootletters was
conveniently overlooked as ministers swore adherence to the spirit of
prohibition, if not the letter of the law. Delhi, ludicrously, earns bags of
rupees from liquor and beer sales yet spends some of them on maintain-
ing a “Department of Prohibition” to push abstinence and orange juice
on an unsuspecting populace.
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.. ANYONE LEFT OUT?

Nepal told Prachanda that his
party was prepared to bring about
radical reform within the present
constitution and he would work
with the Maoists only if they
abandoned the armed struggle
and sought a peaceful political
solution within the present
constitution. Prachanda is said to
have stuck to his gun: an interim
government, a new constitution
and the new republic.

Given the pressure from
within his own party, Nepal was
bound to say what he did.
Interestingly, the ML and other
smaller left parties who also went
to Siliguri agreed to the
constituent assembly idea.

Nepal's self-professed
priority now is to urgently forge
left unity with whoever is willing
to join, but he will want to have
Bamdev Gautam’s ML on board.
He firmly believes that alone will
allow parliamentary parties to
stick together behind the
constitution and counter the
Maoists. “Without unity this
country is headed for political
economic and social ruin,” he
said this week.

The UML has taken the
initiative to spearhead the
negotiations which have been
intense and long-drawn. In letters
sent to its left counterparts, the
UML said left forces that shared
common principles, thoughts and
a working policy should unite.
The letter also stressed the need
to form a united left forum on
issues of common interest.

While a UML-ML remarriage
appears inevitable, left watchers
say the closest the other satellite
communists will agree on is to be
more nice to each other and agree
on issues like price rise, the
citizenship bill and land reform.
The smaller left parties are

Gautam
* "

V

ideologically closer to the
Maoists than with the moderate
UML/ML combine. They accuse
the UML comrades of abandoning
communism, and also the left's
main mantra of republicanism.
Left leaders who went to Siliguri
told us privately that Prachanda
was even agreeable to climbing
down on his call for a “peoples’
republic” (like China) and settle
for a “bourgeoise republic” (like
India). And he thought it may be
feasible since the public mood
towards the monarchy and had
become ambivalent after the royal
massacre.

The more hardline of the
moderate left like Lila Mani
Pokhrel's Samyukta Janamorcha
(United Left Front), Chitra
Bahadur KC's Rastriya Jana
Morcha (National Left Front),

Comrade Prakash's Ekta Kendra
(Unity Centre), Mohan Bikram
Singh's Masal, and Narayan Man
Bijukchhe's Nepal Majdoor Kisan
Party believe in a republic. But
they are critical of the path of
armed struggle of the Maoists.
They would probably find the idea
of a “bourgeoise republic” a
worthwhile concept. After all, it's
not going to happen immediately
they all just want “to work
towards it".

The ML and UML still stick to
the Madan Bhandari formulation
of an ideology of janata ko
bahudaliya janabad (people’s
multiparty democracy). Left
analysts say it is therefore logical
and just a matter of time before
reunification. The ML has got
weary of being in the political
wilderness (it does not have a

single seat in the Lower House
despite having received over
three percent of the national
votes in the 1999 elections).
Bamdev Gautam knows his party
doesn't really have a future
without coming to some kind of
an agreement with the UML. The
bargaining now is what is each
side willing to give in and give
up. A tight-lipped Gautam told us:
“I'm not saying anything now. We
have given a three-member
committee our party's mandate to
talk to the UML. They would know
better.”

The ML at present, is a
national party with little political
clout, and has nothing to lose but
everything to gain by reuniting
with the UML. The UML on the
other hand needs the ML's
radicalism to become a more
influential political force for
fighting the increasing influence
of the Maoists. Both also have
their eyes on next year's local
elections and the general

elections thereafter when they
should be hig enough to face the
Nepali Congress on the one
hand, and the Maoists on the
other.

But there are still the
clashes of ego and personality
differences to contend with.
Leaders in both parties are also
wary of how reunification will
affect the balance of power
among the various factions in
the UML. Nepal and his deputy
KP Oli who don't see eye-to-eye
on many issues are competing
to woo Bamdev Gautam. And on
the ML side, some of Gautam’s
supporters who think the UML
has sold out communist ideology
are none too happy with all this
talk of reunification. Both parties
would also need to take into
account what their powerful
student wings think. The ML
faces an even bigger challenge
of its students defecting to the
Maoists as has happened in
places like Terathum.
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OPINION

n National Children’s Day

on Tuesday, Prime Minister

Sher Bahadur Deuba urged
Nepalis from all walks of life to
“work together towards the
betterment and future of our
children”. Did anyone link this
sentiment to the prospective talks
between the government and the
Maoists? The link needs to be
made.

When concerted dialogue takes
place between government and
Maoist representatives, will
negotiators on both sides dare to
regard the welfare of Nepali children
asa practical objective of talks? To
some, this might appear to bea
bizarre question, but there isa
strong case to be made that the
well-being of children should be
high on the agenda.

If the welfare and treatment of
children is a key test of asociety’s
commitment to human and social
development, then the manner in
which government and Maoist
negotiators treat the rights and well-
being of children could be an
important indicator of their
credibility. Is it not in the interests
of both parties in the dialogue to
agree to comply with the highest
standards possible when the
protection of children’s rights is in
question?

Too often, children are invisible
to political leaders and decision-
makers. But in the context of the
hoped-for talks, the needs and rights
of children can form a common basis
for understanding and agreement
between the two sides. Early and
joint commitment of both parties to
the welfare of children could
constitute an important first step on
the road to peace. What does this
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The needs and rights of children can form a common basis

for understanding and agreement in future talks between

the government and Maoists.

mean in practical terms?
1. Atits most fundamental, it
would be desirable for each side to
make a basic commitment to the
protection of children (defined by
the Convention on the Rights of
the Child as people below the age of
18 years)—that under no circum-
stances will children be in any way
targetted, exploited, recruited as
combatants, or used as messengers or
sentries, for example.
2. Places where children congre-
gate—schools especially—should be
declared safe zones which no soldier
or combatant will enter or occupy
for any purpose, and which should
not be used as recruitment centres
for child combatants.

If there is one shared hope for

Nepal’s future, it s that all children
should be able to geta good quality
education in a safe learning
environment. Asitis, too few
Nepali children have this opportu-
nity. Teacher training needs a
radical restructuring and the
appointment of teachers needs to be
depoliticised. Solidarity around a
concerted national effort to improve
the quality of basic education and to
help all children gain access to good
schooling would be proof that both
sides are committed to investing in
the future, and not mortgaging it to
their own political ends.

3. Itisimportant to recognise the
“humanitarian imperative” of
guaranteeing the right to humani-
tarian assistance of any civilians—

children among them—trapped in
any conflict zone.

Declaration of acommon
commitment to the nation’s
children would send a clear and
simple message that has not so far
been heard—that whatever
happens in Nepal, the involvement
of children in conflict, whether as
actors or as victims, is not acceptable.

The Optional Protocol to the
Convention on the Rights of the
Child, adopted by the UN General
Assembly in May 2000, requires
governments to ensure that children
under 18 years are not compulsorily
recruited into their armed forces and
that members of the armed forces
under the age of 18 do not take a
direct part in hostilities. Italso states

thatarmed groups “that are distinct
from the armed forces of a State
should not, under any circum-
stances, recruit or use in hostilities
persons under the age of 18 years”.
In Nepal, the government has
stated that while young Nepalis can
enlist from the age of 15 years to
follow military training, nobody
under 18 years of age can be
recruited into the army. However,
Amnesty International and others
have reported “a rising tide of
recruitment of children by the CPN
(Maoist)”. The latter’s own reports
have cited the “substantial contribu-
tion” of children to the “peoples’
war”. What could encourage the
Maoists to review this practice?
Today, in the northeast of Sti
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Lanka, UNICEF is negotiating with
the Tamil Tigers to stop using
schools as centres for recruitment of
child combatants. At the same time,
the UN agency is requesting
government forces to move out of
schools occupied as military camps,
and to move military guard-posts to
at least 500 m distance from school
compounds. In Afghanistan and
the Democratic Republic of Congo,
“corridors of peace” or “days of
tranquillity” are negotiated to allow
child vaccinations to take place, or to
ensure the transhipment of
humanitarian supplies to children
and families in need. Behind such
initiatives is a 20-year-old concept,
that of “children as azone of peace”.

The manner in which groups
opposing each other treat children
needs to be developed as an
important indicator of their
credibility. The protection of
children and their delineation as
“zones of peace” must surely be an
essential element of the platform of
any government or opposition
group that claims moral authority,
or of any group which aspires to
legitimate political leadership.
These are not new ideas, but they
are ideas that need to be con-
stantly reaffirmed.

Ttis entirely feasible that the
needs and rights of children can
form a common basis for under-
standing and agreement between
the government and the Maoists as
and when talks take place. There s
also alogic to such an approach: to
focus on the protection of children
is to invest in our own future.

Nigel Fisher is the Director of
UNICEF’s Regional Office for
South Asain Kathmandu.
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OPINION

Ithough the government-Maoist
A truce has brought a semblance of

peace for the past three weeks,
Maoist extortion and intimidation have not
ceased. In fact they have gone into high
gear. The only sector feeling the effect of
the ceasefire is the badly-demoralised
police force.

Before discussions with the Maoists,
Prime Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba
called for a meeting of all political parties
represented in parliament and the CPN-
ML on 10 August. It gave him the mandate
to talk, and asked the government to make
a carefully thought-out negotiating
strategy. The government and Maoists
have both named their negotiating teams,
and talks may be held by 26 August. As a
pre-emptive confidence-building move
towards talks, the prime minister has
risked intense political opposition to
announce that his government will
undertake a land reform and management
program, abolish untouchability from
Nepal's tradition and culture and guaran-
tee women inheritance rights at par with
their brothers.

This is a government duly elected by
the will of the people, it has thus the
legitimacy to govern and also has
recognition from the international
community. It has the mandate of all
political parties to negotiate a peace-
settlement without compromising on two

Make or break

While preparing for talks with the Maoists in good faith, the
government must also plan for negotiations not getting anywhere.

fundamental issues: the constitutional
monarchy and the continuation of parlia-
mentary democracy.

The people are fed up with the violence,
intimidation and arson being committed in
the name of the “peoples’ war”. The
constituency is for peace, and if free of
coercion, the people will back the forces of
freedom and democracy as against
totalitarianism represented by the Maoists.
Should there be a failure of the talks, the
forces of democracy backed by the army
and other security organs will have no
option but to quell the insurgency with
decisive force.

The Maoists, on the other hand, began
their revolution with a populist call for
social and economic reform. Unfortunately
it has degenerated in many areas into a
free-for-all of threats and blackmail. It is
possible that the Maoists will provide better
governance than we have had in the past 11
years. Sure enough, they have been
exploiting the weaknesses of parliamentary
democracy and its inability to deliver basic
services to the poor. But the very problems
that drive their revolution today will be the
ones that bedevil them if they come to
power.

The ranks of the jobless are swelling,
the economy is stagnant, investment is
down to zero, and there is no sign of hope,
because the political class is mired in
corruption and selfish hickering. The law
and order situation has deteriorated. And
the Maoists have just moved into the
vacuum taking advantage of the disarray in
government and the political order. They are
now using the truce to hold open mass
meetings and declare parallel “peoples’
governments” in new districts. So far, aside
from not attacking police there has been no
let-up in their activities.

But it is apparent that the Maoist tactics
of spreading terror, not only in the police
force but increasingly now among unarmed
civilians through the use of brutal force, has
turned many away from their revolution.
The Maoists may also not easily get the
cooperation of the international commu-
nity if they succeed in setting up a one
party dictatorship.

Securing a majority of seats in
parliament by a single party does not
necessarily ensure political stability. We
have seen three governments in two and
half years, largely because of political
infighting within the Nepali Congress. The

present system of electing representative
of parliament gives all to the winner and
nothing to the losers. The Nepali
Congress with only 33 percent of the
popular vote has over 50 percent
representation in parliament and runs the
government single-handedly. The CPN-
ML has over three percent of popular vote
but no representation in parliament.
Keeping in mind the political reforms
that are needed, the Maoists and the
government now need to negotiate a
peace deal keeping the interest of the
nation and the people above political and
partisan interests. At present, the stance
of both the government and the Maoists
appear on surface to be intractable. The
Maoists' three substantive demands: the
establishment of a people’s republic, the
setting up of a constituent assembly, and
the drafting of a new constitution are
unacceptable to the government. The
constitutional monarchy and parliamen-
tary democracy are non-negotiables.

So, is there a way out? The govern-
ment can easily meet most of the other 40
points the Maoists have put forward, and
many of them have been addressed in
Deuba’s 17-point agenda. But the

by AJIT NSTHAPA
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government should now also be
prepared to hold mid-term elections, and
agree to form a new government
comprising of all political parties
including the Maoists. It must consider
tinkering with clauses in the constitution
if that helps ensure better governance.
The role of the army and its command
certainly needs to be more clearly in
line with constitutional monarchy.

The government must now also plan
for the eventuality of the talks failing. It
must start immediately to coordinate the
activities of its security organs and be
physically and psychologically
prepared. If the Maoists believe that
“power flows from the barrel of a gun,”
then the government must counter it with
“if we want peace, we must be prepared
for war.” The onus of avoiding a wider
war is on both sides. Should
negotiations fail, the country would be
polarised between democratic forces
and forces of totalitarianism. We would
then slide into civil war, and the
spiralling unrest is bound to aftract
foreign intervention. This would
undermine our sovereignty and
ultimately lead to the dismemberment or
annihilation of the Nepali nation.

Ajit NS Thapa is a member of
the Nepali Congress General
Committee.
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BIZ ENEWS

Maoists hit alcohol

Supporters of the Maoist's women'’s organisation pressing for an
alcohol ban, set fire to the Shah Distillery in Nepalgunj, razing
property worth over Rs 30 million on 18 August. Industry is worried,
as it has been for over a year, but more so because the most recent
attack comes at a crucial time, when the ban-alcohol campaign of
the All Nepal Women's Association (Revolutionary) had been put on
hold following several rounds of talks between the pro-Maoist
women and government. ANWA-R cadres in Nepalgunj later refused

to take responsibility for the rampage, and blamed it on “agitated

crowds” at their mass meeting.

Different pro-Maoist trade unions have seized the opportunity
provided by the government's peace initiative to press various
demands. The carpet, garment, hotel and restaurant and transport
sectors have already been given deadlines by which the trade
unions want their demands met. The demands include everything
from better working hours and terms, to discontinuing the use of foreign workers—even at the
managerial level, which is permitted by law. Industry sources say they cannot do business
under threat and would rather shut down operations, unless the government can guarantee their

security.

Hydel facts

The Nepal Electricity Authority, the monopoly utility, turned 16 on 17 August. Following are some

interesting facts on Nepal's electricity sector:

The peak electricity demand has reached 391MW, recorded on 18 January.

The output of most existing NEA-run hydelpower plants, whose combined capacity totals
25IMW, has been steadily declining for various reasons.
The total installed capacity of Nepal’s electricity system has reached 440MW, including four
Independent Power Producers (IPP) that are supplying to the system—Jhimruk and Andhi Khola

(17MW), Khimti (60MW) and Bhote Kosi (36MW).

Four other IPPs under construction are to add 44MW to the system. Among NEA projects
expected to come on line quickest, is the Kali Gandaki which is scheduled for completion by

March 2002—after a delay of two years.

Another “highlight” of NEA's annual report is its energy loss, which last year was 440GWh, or
about 24 percent of the total energy generated (1,868GWh).

Pat on the back

and FITCH IBCA, have given Standard Chartered Bank, registered in the UK, the

thumbs up in both short and long term credit standing. The bank has been rated

“very highly” in the short- and “highly” in the long-term, Rajiv Kulkarni, the new
CEO of SCB Nepal says in a press release. SCB is the leading bank in emerging markets, with
America.

over 600 offices in 56 countries in Asia, Africa and Latin

Chow-chow nation

One more noodle brand—if we're counting
correctly, the 20"—has hit the stores:
Hurray. That's not rejoicing, but the name
of the new brand being promoted by the

Khetan Group, the makers of Mayos.

Khetan's Mayos is already said to be edging
close to the competition, Nepal's number one
Wai-Wai, of the Chaudhary Group, which may
be the motivation to introduce the new brand.
Like all foods of the category—which the ads
encourage children to nip, sip or hurl around at

lunch—this Hurray is also going for the primary school set.

Ace accounts

-

Ace Finance Company has decided to double its paid up capital to Rs 90 million by issuing
450,000 rights shares valued at Rs 100 each, a company press release said. The company,
which completed its sixth year of operation on 15 August, says its operational profits in fiscal
2000 were Rs 20.5 million. The total deposits during the same period were Rs 550 million, and
loans and advances, Rs 510 million. Goals for the new fiscal year: introduce a new financial
instrument and generate Rs 1 billion in deposits. Ace Finance, which also runs the Ace Institute
of Management (AIM), had initially decided to increase the institute’s paid up capital to Rs 50
million. Nepal Share Markets Co is to own 40 percent of AIM shares, Ace Finance 40 percent
and the remaining 20 percent is to be distributed among ordinary shareholders.
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ECONOMIC SENSE

Whose land is it anyway?

urbold prime
minister took a bold
decision last week.

In the space of just a
paragraph he announced
that no land in the country
can be sold, bought or
transferred undil he brings
in legislation he likes ata
time he thinks appropriate.
So, inademocratic country
and surrounded by the liberalisation
and globalisation, we decide to enter
the Stone Age, where land never
belonged to anyone, and so could
not possibly require transfer, sale or
purchase.

Our honourable prime minister
ought to realise that even this
country is at the start of the 21*
century. This is an era where trade
and commerce dictate the politics of
acountry, and the economy of a
nation is unfortunately linked wich
the landmass that is demarcated as
its sovereign territory. The same,
curiously enough, goes for this
country’s people, whose rights to
land and sundry essentials are
enshrined in the constitution.

This Beed now has one more
piece of evidence that the
government wants no trade or
business to be conducted here. We
also believe that this conspiracy,
whacko as it is, must involve little
green men. Call em crazy, but what
other conclusion can one reach
when the government displays its
amnesiac tendencies once more, this
time forgetting that imports are
made possible through instruments

Nepal goes to-the-Stone Age

called Letters of Credit, thatare
issued by banks in most cases with
land as collateral? That businesses,
like the government, work on
overdrafts, that the banks then need
to take possession of. And, ina
move so logical, it cannot fail to pass
government by, banks saddled with
non-performing assets—including
land—are engaged all the time in
desperate attempts to auction these
assets and recover at least
something, Foreign employment
opportunities are undertaken in
most cases after pledging land to
pay off the brokers and recruiting
agents. Students going abroad more
often than not must have their land
and property valued, and there is an
indirect lien of banks or valuation
agencies or embassies on the assets.
And finally, land tax is a good
source of revenue for the
government and that there are
many people whose lives revolve
around the malpot offices.

The government has as usual
embarked upon a politically-
motivated decision that has been
undertaken without any home-
work being done. Can any

by ARTHA BEED)

economist or planner in the
government or in other
political parties that support
this decision openly address
the issues the Beed has just
raised? This nonsensical
decision is an insult to any
Nepali who understands
economics and finance
that this decision has been
taken, and with such
immediate effect.

‘What is at stake is the
goodwill of the business commu-
nity. Who will be responsible is
this and other decisions like it
bring business and the economy
to a standstill? Can the prime
minister compensate the nation
for the losses resulting from such
myopic decisions? The Supreme
Court has asked the prime
minister to show cause and will
have a special sitting starting 31
August. Rather than second-guess
the outcome of that, now is the
time to ask whether the prime
minister—this one or any other
we might have—has the right to
make such indiscriminate
decisions that waste more of the
courts’ time. Ata time when
everyone wants the economic well-
being of the country secure, and is
wary of the shenanigans of
politicians to secure their fortunes,
this decision is a timely and scary
reminder of just what politicians
can do, given a chance.

Readers can post their views at
arthabeed@yahoo.com
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BINOD BHATTARAI

hreeyearsafteritbegan
T privatising its stake in one of

Nepal'sbest-run hydropower
organisations, the governmentis till at
it. This could easily have been a shining
exampleof Nepal'sseriousnessabout
privatisation. But Butwal Power
Company s now emergingasa horror
story of official bungling, ineptitude
and delays that is turning potential
investorsaway.

Thisweck, the government gave it
onemoretry. By 11:00AM on Monday
representatives of the two bidders were
already waitingat the Ministry of
Finance. There wasstill an hour to go
before theirbids were opened. A
consortium biddingwith Norway’s
Interkraftand the Chaudhary Group
(CG) from Nepal, wereboth there. The
openingof bidswas suppased to happen
on 8™ August, but the ministers had
failed to show up.

This time, Finance Minister Ram
Sharan Mahatand Water Resources
Minister Bijaya Gachhedar werein
Mahat'schamber upstairs. The secretaries
of water resourcesand finance were
summoned forconsultations. The
Chaudhary bid was retumned unopened,
disqualified for failing to secure enough
points. Bimal Prasad Koirala, finance
secretary, read the qualifying offer:
Rs730 million. Mahat then said the
governmentwaswortied about the tardy
paceof privatisation, and added: “We'll
decide quickly on BPC oneway or
another.”

Butit may be easier said than done
in these times of extreme sensitivity to
allegationsof corruption. The
Chaudhary Groupappears determined to
prevent Interkraft’s chances—this ime
by showing that it was disqualified even
though while it was offering Rs 90
million more, and insinuating hanky-
panky. Why else would Mahesh Raj
Pang, representing the CG, be giving
assembled journalists a peep at its bid of
Rs820 million—70 percent cash, rest to
be paid within two years secured by
pledging 50 percent of theacquired
shareswith government.

Padma Jyoti, one of the Nepali
partersin the consortium with
Interkraft, said: “Thisis the third time
we'rebidding in two yearsand nine
monthswe hope this time therewon't
beany hiccups.” Mahat now hasup to
13 October, the date when thebid bond
expires, to decide whetheror not to take
thevalid offer. On thatalso rests the
future of privatisation, all of which has
been effectively held up by BPC.

Hecan choose to seek fresh
tenders—for the fourth time—orgeton
with the deal. The question is: will he
take the Rs730 million cash or hope to
getmoreas promised by the disqualified
bidder? How sensitivewill hebe toa
media campaign against him for taking
abid from Interkraft thatis Rs 90
million less? How will Minister
Gachhedar'ssupposed “dlose ties” with
the Chaudharies affect the deal?

Mahatwill need avery good reason
to reject the Interkraft bid as that would
mean goingagainst Clause 13 (i) in the
bidding documentwhich says: “Where
onlyone Bidis received and is evaluated
asbeingsatisfactory technically and
financially HMGN may proceed to
negotiateand condlude the sale of the
Sale Shares o the Bidder.”

Sourcesin the Finance Ministry
told us they have no doubt which way it
should go: “Getalong with the saleand
show those wanting to investin future
privatisations that Nepal can be

BPC’s privatisation saga

businesslike.” Nepal'sbilateral donorsand
the multilateral lenders privately agree.

Privatisation in Nepal has never been
straightforward. The early divestitures
were bungled largely because the
governmentwas undearaboutwhatit
wanted to do. Then itfailed to effectively
tell the publicwhat it was doing and
why. It then became politicised by the
leftand thishas made privatisationa bad
word. Somestate enterprises were
privatised amidstwhiffs of corruption, and
the post-privatisation experience hasbeen
mixedatbest. Later privatisations like the
hand overof Nepal Tea Development
Corporation fared better.

BPC, however, has remained a tough
nuttocrack. Thegovernment has been
unable tosellits 75 percent holdings for
threeyears. Every time the deal has
looked possible, itwas wrecked because of
the rivalry of the two main bidders: the
CGwith the British Independent Power
Company (IPC) andagroup of seven
businesshouses which haveajointventure
agreementwith Interkraft Nepal,a
Norwegiancompany.

Abrief recap of the story so far:

Both IPCand Interkraft applied for
majority shares in round one. Both
qualified. Interkraft submitted two
prices, Rs135 per share (conditional on
the power purchasingagreement with the
Nepal Electricity Authority (NEA)) and
Rs90without the PPA. CG/IPC’s offered
Rs109 pershare, 90 percent payablein
sevenyears.

Govemnmentasked thecompanies to
submit fresh bids without conditions.
Interkraftoffered Rs115 per share, CG/
IPCoffered Rs 109, same conditions.
Therewasintenselobbyingby Americaland
British officials to disqualify Interkraft, while
theNorwegiansbacked it. Thegovernment
finally cancelled thebids.

Theentire process was repeated in
November 2000 and was delayed by
government’sdesire to geta PPA with
INEA, which hasagreed to buy power
from BPCataboutRs3 per unit.
Interkraft offered Rs 116 per share, CG
was disqualified.

This time, the Chaudhariesare said
1o have failed to muster the basic 75
points needed for pre-qualification. What
seems to haveworked against them is the
fact that IPCis nolonger involved, and
CGhasno prior experiencein
hydropower, which carried 40 points. The
CG bidalso lacked signatures on Parts 1
and2 of thebidand did not havea
coveringletter. CG does notaccept the
disqualification. “We realised that our
jointventureagreementwasin the
envelopewith thefinancial bidand
informed the privatisation committee
accordingly,” Binod Chaudhary of CG
told us. “How can they give such flimsy
excuses,and disregard a bid higherby Rs
90 million?”

Interkraft’s partnerssay thatis crying
overspiltmilk: “I can quoteany amount
inabid thatis notvalid,” says Gyanendra
Pradhan, managing director of Trishaki
CableIndustries, one of theeight in the
group. “How can aserious bidder putin
an unsigned bid when he knows fully that
won'tbevalid?” heasked. “Tcan offer
double hisamountwithoutavalid bid
bond”

The money in the CG bid isalso not
whatitis madeout to be. “Comparing Rs
730 million and Rs 820 million is like
comparingapplesand organges,” says
Ratna Sansar Shrestha, chartered
accountant. “Butwhatis trueis that
today'svalue of the Chaudhary offeris
‘more than that of Interkraft by Rs 30
million,” headds. Thatis because the
deferred paymentfirst has to be revalued

infuture dollar terms and then discounted
to calculate the presentvalue.

Atechnical committee will now
review thebid and makea presentationat
the Privatisation Committee. Sale can be
completed only aftera cabinet decision.
Andeverybody iswaiting, the donors,
investorsand a partially informed public,
largely unaware of intricacies of modern-
daybusiness. And what mustbeworrying
Mahat: the opposition partiesare watching
like hawks.

“Had tbeen a private company, I
would take the money offered by the
qualified companyand walk,”an
independentbusinesssourcetold us.
“Because BPCisa publicentity, I know
the decision will be a tough onefor
government, butis the right thing todo.”

‘What the two are fighting overisa
companywhose privatisation could reset
the future thrust of electricity generation
and managementin Nepal. BPCisa
company thatalready has experience
selling directly to customersand could
serveascompetition to the tate-monopoly
NEA whoseinefficienciesare reasons for
today’s high tariffs. BPCisalsoa business
already operational, whose efficiencies can
beimproved through proper management.
Itsother investments serveas icing on the
cake: particularly the Khimd project.

Thereplacementcostof BPCis
about Rs1.18 billion (depreciated) and is
among those companies thatstill makea
profit,even though the returnshave been
slidingafter the privatisation process
began. The price offered for BPC factors
thedecreasing returns from its power sales
and otherrisks, including political
instability and the Maoist insurgency.

TheBPCbundleindudes
Andhiknola 5. 1MW in Syangjaand
Jhitnruk 12MWin Pyuthan. Andhikhoka
had cost $5 millionand Jhimruk $20
million to build, and both have 50-year
licenses for power production and sale.
BPCownsabout 14.9 percent of stockin
Himal Power Limited, the promotersof
Khimt, 20 percentin HydrolabP. Lid
and 48.6% in Nepal Hydro & ElectricP.
Ltd. Lastyear BPChad 13,171 consumer
connections.

Despite that BPC booksof the past
threeyears—about the same time talk
aboutits privatisation began—hasbeen on
adownslide: Return on investmentslipped
fromalittleover 14%in 1997/98 to

about 11%in 1998/99. Similarly the
return on equityslid from 13%in 1997/
98 toabout 9%in 1997/98. And earning
per share came down from alittle over
Rs20 toRs15 in the same period.
Interkraft’s Nepali partners say they
are notsure if the Norwegians will bid
with themagain should there bea fourth

round. Interkraft had wanted majority
control in thefirstand second rounds, that
hascomedown to 15 percentin the third.
“In thefirst two roundswe had to
negotiate hard to get them to give us more
shares, in the third time we had to plead
them tostay on,” says Pradhan of
Trishakti Cables. “Unlike us they cannot

keepaside money forinvestingina
project that takes so long to materialise.”

So for now, it is wait-and-see.
Interkraft Nepal and partersargue the
government’s best choice would be to take
themoneyand move on. CG would like
another chance. The ballisin Mahat's
court.
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August. 5.30am. At the
4very beginning of the day,

as the sun pecks above a
blanket of monsoon clouds
which give a mystical touch to
this holy place. A shaman is
dancing to the drumbeats of his
dhyangro among a big crowd of
pilgrims whose tired bodies
shiver in the cold morning.
This is Dudh Kunda, the Lake
of Milk, 4,400m up in a remote
corner of Solu Khumbu, far
from the main trail leading to
the slopes of Mt Everest.
Hardly anybody comes here the
rest of the year, but today
caravans of Sherpas, Tamangs,
Rais, Chettris, Magars, and
Bahuns have gathered here for a
very special occasion: today is
Janai Purnima, the full moon of
Srawan, the auspicious day to

come and pray to the numerous
deities which inhabit the holy
waters of the lake.

Dudh Kunda is the younger
sister, the maili bahini, of
Gosainkunda in the Langtang
region, where Shiva is
worshiped today on the
occasion of Janai Purnima. At
Dudh Kunda there are perhaps
a thousand pilgrims and a few
dozen shamans who have come
to make contact with invisible
powers. They offer a means to
these hill people, mostly
farmers, to try and influence the
actions of spirits whose control
is beyond the ordinary person’s
reach, but whose powers to
affect everyday life—health and
family harmony are understood
here to be as essential to survival
as sunshine and rain.

The shamans, called dhami
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here, have been walking with
their fellow villagers for two or
three days up the slippery paths
and in the rain, to reach Dudh
Kunda, whose majestic setting
makes anything, even an
abundance of resident deities,
seem a matter of course. Three
giant peaks, Karyolung,
Khatang and Numbur, soar up
from behind the lake to 7,000m
almost guarding this holy spot
and keeping it safe.

Srawan is generally consid-
ered a month of sickness and
trouble. The gods have gone to
the underworld, leaving
humans defenceless against the
attacks from the forces of the
netherworld. For Buddhists and
Hindus alike, it is a special time
for worship. A famous puranic
episode relates a big battle
between Indra, the god-king of

Buddhist and Hindu pilgrims celebrated the
Srawan full moon on the shore of the Dudh Kunda.
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heaven and Bali, the demon-
king of the underworld. On the
full moon of Srawan, Hindus
celebrate the day when Indra’s
guru Brihaspati gave him the
extra strength he needed to win
over Bali by tying a rakshya
bandhan on his wrist and
chanting sacred mantras. For
Buddhists, this is the day
Buddha, as Sakyamuni, was
victorious over the maras, the
difficulties and drawbacks he
had to face on his way to nirvana
before becoming the
Enlightened One.

Dawa Sherpa, from the
village of Hewa in the Tarksindu
area, is one of these Buddhists.
He arrived to Dudh Kunda a
couple of days ago with his
family and four yaks to run one
of the eight temporary
teahouses on the shores of the

lake. These sheds, with walls of
wood or stone and plastic
sheeting for a roof, are enough
to protect the pilgrims from the
rain and shelter them at night.
For the last thirteen years,
Dawa has come every year to
Dudh Kunda to run one of
these resthouses. This year, he
even got a permit from the
government in Salleri to run
two tea-shops.

On the night of the full
moon, chhang and raksi will
flow freely in Dawa’s tea shops.
The Dudh Kunda Mela is not
only a pilgrimage, it is also a big
festival of dancing, singing and
sharing the pleasure of being
here together in this cold night
lit by the bright moon, on the
shore of Mahakunda a few
metres down from where the
snow never melts.

It is 5.30am and two hours
ago, most pilgrims were taking a
purifying dip in the icy but
sacred waters. Now, wrapped in
their blankets, they are making
offerings of rice (acheta),

CULTURE

24 -30AUGUST 2001 NEPALI TIMES ]. ].

incense, lights, flowers and
coins. They sprinkle milk from
small bamboo containers as the
gurus recite mantras to call
upon the deities who live in the
lake to bless them. Around
them, the dhami, who have
been dancing all night long, are
encircling the lake—they will
require strength from these

invisible powers to protect
themselves and heal their
patients in the coming year.
Dokshe Maila, a Tamang
dhami from Nunthala village, is
one of them. He has come to
Dudh Kunda to fulfil a promise
he made to his guru Banesh
Kandal who was revealed to
him 35 years ago in a dream.

Maila was ill before he began
this pilgrimage, and prayed all
night long in Nunthala. Then
he brought his promise of rice,
flower and coins wrapped in a
clean cloth to the lake, followed
by a dozen of his fellow
villagers.

He is wearing the traditional
costume of shamans here, a full,
pleated white skirt falling to his
feet, necklaces of dark-red seeds
and bandoliers of bells criss-
crossed on his chest and back.
He has a head-dress of white,
green and red strips of cloth,
braided to form a circlet on his
head and falling loose behind
his back. Two of his relatives
follow him beating large,
double-headed drums called

dhyangro, covered with the
skin of a mountain goat.
Maila, barefoot, dances and
hops over the rough stone
trail in rhythm with the
drumbeats. Like the other
shamans here, Maila is the
leader of his fellow villagers,
outside any strictures of caste,
the only master of the
invisible powers who manifest
their presence through the
trembling of his body.

The sun rises higher into
the sky, bathing the lake the
mountains and clouds in a
golden monsoon glow. This is
where heaven and earth meet
once a year: at Dudh Kunda
on the full moon of Janai
Purnima.
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PALUNG, Makwanpur - IT
this, IT that. It is even in the
UNDP’s latest Human Develop-
ment Report. There’s been endless
debate the world over recentdy about
democratising access to information
technology, but few instances of
development agencies figuring out
where they stand on the issue—and
trying to make it work. We followed
one such story in Nepal.

Palung is in Makwanpur
district, near Daman, about a five-
hour drive south-east of
Kathmandu. It is an ordinary sort of
small town. And yet something in it
stands out—its four-year-old audio
tower. The Community Communi-
cation Program (CCP) has been
operating the tower as well as a
communication centre for the
Village Development Committee
(VDC) since 1997.

The Palung story

Mandate for the Future (MTF),
a global Internet youth forum,
wanted to make information
technology accessible to young
people across the world—including
in Nepal—to empower them by
helping them understand the world
and times they live in. Mandate the
Future, together with Worldview
International Foundation, decided
10 Set up communication centres
including Internet access across the
country, two in Nawalparasi, one in
Dang, one in Dhulikhel, and
another in Palung, For Palung, they
found an ideal partner in CCP, and
began the program here last
November.

What makes the project
interesting is that technology is used
as a tool—the community decides to
what end—and not simply an end
in itself. First, youths from different
neighbourhoods, were picked to act

as leaders and initiate discussion on
what access to computers and the
Internet would mean to them.
Realising that they could decide the
project’s agenda, says one youth
leader, is why they all got interested
in the project in the first place. “We
were not asked to do things,” he said,
“but instead asked what we wanted
to do.” Later, they wrote stories about
how they understand the village and
its people. These stories will soon be
put on the web
(www.mandatethefuture.org), and
read by other young people across
the world leading, the project hopes,
to better opportunities for
networking and collaboration.
Eventually, they started figuring out
what needed work in their area and
tried to fine tune their own
suggestions with information on the
subject they found online. Anyone
in the area can use the computer,

An IT project in Makwanpur explores the possibility

of getting young people talking and planning—for
their future, and that of their village.

and at any time. It is also a great
alternative to expensive long-
distance telephone calls, and the
CCP has also decided to install a
printer.

Participants agree overwhelm-
ingly that more than anything else
the project has given them a sense of
the value of communication within
their own community. One young
woman said this was the first time
she realised that she could discuss
matters that affected the quality of
her life with older people, and that
they would listens.

All this did not start with
computers, though, but with the
audio tower. The tower was useful
enough earlier, broadcasting news
and local announcements, but after
discussing the possibilities of the
technology they already had, the
youth of Palung have diversified
and increased programming to
include advice and discussion on
sanitation, community health and
agriculture.

And yet, it is the lone
computer that has created and
sustained interest in the project—
it is the only reason many
residents of the area allow their
children, especially their
daughters, to participate in the
project and the meetings it
entails. About 25 youth leaders—
14 women and 11 men between

the ages of 15-25—conduct a
fortnightly discussion on radio
programming and networking
possibilities over the Internet that
would bring benefits to local
people. They are coming up with
more ideas for income generation
and self-development. Of course,
there is a lot that can still be done,
says Bijay Bhatt, program manager
at Worldview International. “This
is just the beginning, we will have
to see where all it takes us.”

The program is not out of the
woods yet—the erratic power
supply and frequent computer
breakdowns are problems they will
have to find solutions to soon.
Recently, the computer was out of
order for almost a month, and had
to be brought to Kathmandu for
repairs. The main drawback in the
implementation is one that has
plagued many such projects—the
users were not trained to use the
computer, they had to learn
everything on their own. They
were taught how to access the
Internet, but not how to use
search engines efficiently. One
participant recalls how trying to
find some urgently-needed
information over the Net once
took more than an hour and cost
Rs 300. And, of course, there are
times when a phone call has to be
made, but someone is online. And

with a single computer, people
never can have enough time on it.

The participants are confident
that the problems will eventually
be sorted, and hope that similar
projects will learn from the
experience here. Despite these
troubles, most people in Palung
say the program is paying off—in
most villages in Nepal, young
people hang around a teashop,
sharpening their carom skills,
eyeing passers-by warily. In
Palung, they are comfortable
talking about themselves and their
society to someone they have
never met before, and that too
from the capital.

The participants, more than
half of who are female, said they
felt empowered in ways young
people here are not often—to
discuss the issues the village needs
to deal with. They like the fact
that they have learnt computer
skills they would have earlier had
to move to the city to pick up, at
some expense, and they’re glad
they can try and figure out how
best to use these skills for their
hometown, in their hometown.
More than anything else, the
youth leaders of Palung say,
knowing their voice is out there in
the world assures them that their
town is important, and inspires
them to do more for it.
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OPINION

by MIKHAIL
GORBACHEV

The Ides of August

After a wasted decade, Putin is
moving in the right direction to re-
build Russia equitably.

MOSCOW: For many Russians, commission. Socially informed viewsalso
Augustisamonth for their dachas. Butit | playedakey partin draftinga new
isalsoamonth withadeveloping Labour Code, housingand pension
tradition asa time to change thecountry. | reform, and improvements to the nation’s
August 1991 was the timeofanattempted | educational structures. The desired results
coup against my government. That will depend as much on the public’s
attempt failed, but Russiawas changed attitudeason written policy, but Putin’s
forever. This August weare engaged in realism is impressive, for his policies can
quietly re-examining executive power in secure majority supportamong the
Russia, and inan ongoing effortto correct | population. Under Yeltsin, publicopinion
many changesmadeby President Yelsin | about reform wasdisdained.
inthewake of August 1991. “The Russian United Social
Thebrainlessimposition of market Democratic Party (ROSDP)—which I

rulesupon almost every aspect of society, | helped found—supports Putin’snew
pushed byasmall cirdle in Yeltsin’s tendency. Webelieve thatin education,
government, hasgiven way to more forexample, today’s conditionsare
balanced effortsat reform. President Putin | unconstitutional. The Russian
hasnoticed thatin July left-leaning Constitution guarantees access tofree
tendencieswere revealed as pronounced education for everyone, aswellas free
among theelectorate. He setup various highereducation for those admitted
commissions toanalyseimportant reforms | through competitiveadmission tests. Buta
and the directions Russia should take. 'money-hungry education system prevails,
Formerly ignored views can now play a impoverishing education, depriving Russia
key role in policymaking, The ofits traditionally high intellectual

ing that Anatoli Chubais, achievements. Increased state financing is
Yelssin’sformer economicsguru, planned | vital—teachers’ wages, only half those of
toimposcon United Energy Systems, (poorly-paid) industrial workers mustbe
Russia’s electricity monopoly, was doubled. State investmentin textbooks,
revamped in positive ways by onesuch ‘maps, televisions, computers, and

technical supportisalso required. The because reformersdidn't thinkabout the
commercialisation of stateand peoplewhoselives they wanted to reform.
municipal hospitalsisanother Social accord will not exist if reform
unconstitutional development—the causes people’sspending to increase by
Constitution guaranteesfree medical more than half while their wages goup
care, which is no longeravailable to onlyaquarter. President Yeltsin's tenure
most people. Given the nation’s showed us the instability this creates.
deteriorating health, the effect of Before proposed reforms becomelaws,
cutting people off from care because theremustbe publicdiscussion about
they can’t pay is disastrous, particularly them. Allwho consider democratic
for the older generation. freedoms, social justice, and the people’s
Social democratslike those in my well-being the essence of Russian values
party favourasocial state, which is mustsupport Putin’s efforts to rebuild our
why, despite our basicsupportfor country fairly, for everyone. But the
President Putin, we criticised the new president must play his part, evaluating
Labour Code. The market's needs must the peoplearound him only on theiractive
be considered, but labour law cannot be supportofwhathhestandsfor. Ifhedoes,
written solely in the employers President Putin's policies will be realisticand
interests. Human interests mustbe sodially viable, and allow Russia’s national
protected, orwewill end upwithnever- | intereststo berespectedand maintined. This
ending social and economicinstability. August, tenyearsafter the collapseof the
Asto housingand reform of udlities, Soviet Union, Russiansfinally havea chance
official policy seems to go with the toconsolidate theirsodietyaround
flow. Why must people pay more to constructivegoals.  (Project Syndicate)
hide managerial incompetence?
Meetings our party organised i Mikbail Gorbachev was
Moscow, St. Petersburg, Pskovand president of the Soviet Union;
some regions of Siberiashow that if be is now president of the
services function effectively, gas, Gorbachev Foundation for
electricity, waterare notoverused. Socio-Economic and Political
Prices need notbe raised enormouslyto | Analysis.
control waste—smartadministration
reduces the costs of housingand uilities
substantially. The proposed reform will
create new private monopolieswhich
will be harder to tame than the old state
ones.
The past decade’s failures happened

COMMENT

Chaos

by MARIANO AGUIRRE

MADRID- Are modern wars the
expression of chaos, or is there behind
the apparent irrationality an
economic model far more articulated
than isapparent, that benefits certain
parties involved?

The wars now being fought,
from Colombia to Indonesia,
Afghanistan, the Caucasus, Balkans,
and part of sub-Saharan Africa, are
taking a gigantic economic toll and
generating huge movements of
capital. The International Institute of
Strategic Studies estimates that the
conflict in Colombia is costing about
$1.5 billion a year (notincluding
spending by non-state armed groups like geurillas and paramilitaries); the
war in Afghanistan, $200 million; in Sudan, $184 million; and in Sierra
Leone, $24 million. These approximate figures do not take into accountall
aspects of the destruction caused.

Ina country at war, people are killed and wounded, nuclear families are
destroyed, consensus among social groups is broken, and the infrastructures

are ruined that allow society to function and connect with the rest of the
world. Present and future opportunities are deformed. However, this

destruction leaves no vacuum. The illegal economy promptly takes the place
of the legal, formal one. Corruption replaces the transparent operation of the
government. Violence substitutes for justice. In various forms and at various

levels, societies are integrated into the structure of violence, and natural

resources are plundered. Fragile states like Somalia, Sierra Leone, and Liberia
exist only on maps—in reality they are disintegrating along ethnic lines or at

the perimeters of areas with natural resources.

Areport conducted for the UN Security Council on the illegal
exploitation of resources and other forms of wealth in the Democratic
Republic of Congo (DRC), for example, indicates that resources like
minerals, coffee, wood, cattle, and money have in recent years been
plundered by the armies of Burundi, Rwanda, and Uganda. At the same
time there is a planning and organisation that involves governments,
businessmen, and members of the armed forces of these countries, Zimba-
bwe, and the DRC. Illicit activities have contributed to prolonging the war

and producing a systematic exploitation of the country. An essay by William

Reno in the 2001 Annuarium of the
Centre of Investigation for Peace
shows that the apparent chaos of the
wars in Sierra Leone, Somalia, Angola,
or the DRCis in fact no such thing.
Rather, the elites promote corruption
and a weakening of the state while
underground economies and illegal
trafficking boom, with the
recruitment of the youth as
mercenaries and alliance with foreign
actors. The model is deliberately
implemented by the leaders of
affected states and their domestic and
foreign allies to win them major
benefits.

In the conflicts mentioned above, resources are the essential causes of
dispute or serve as the economic base for certain of the parties involved. An
essay by Michael T Klare argues that the competition for resources will be
one of the major sources of armed conflicts for years to come. Human
consumption is driving up the demand for arable land and water. Industrial
models demand certain minerals, and social models of production and
consumption require more oil and gas. In cases, demand increases faster than
the capacity to provide resources. At the same time, the globalisation of
economic relations, population growth in the poorest countries, and rapid
urbanisation are three variables that affect demand for resources. This
growing demand could ignite a battle over control of strategic resources, like
oil. Similarly, certain minerals with symbolic or investment value, like
diamonds, emeralds, and gold, are the cause of conflicts. In 2000-2001 the
relation between illegal mining of precious stones and armed conflicts has
been widely debated and denounced, with special paid to the wars in
Angolaand Sierra Leone. Organisations like the International Committee of
the Red Cross and Oxfam, as well as the UN, have denounced the situation
and called for regulations on the mining and sale of diamonds.

Illegal trade fuels war as arms are bought, mercenaries paid, and
governments corrupted with illicit funds. The consequences—suffering,
systematic poverty, and eventually humanitarian crises. ~ (1Ps)
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Spanish-Argentinean journalist Mariano Aguirre s director of the Centre for Peace

Studtiess, Madid.

How to reduce poverty

HELSINKI - Debt relief has been touted as a way of freeing up
resources for poverty reduction in poor countries. But at a recent
conference here organised by the World Institute for Development
Economics Research, Tony Killick of the Overseas Development
Institute warned against an over-reliance on debt-relief to alleviate
poverty in highly indebted countries. More than debt, he said,
stagnating economies, inadequate access to capital, and slow
social reforms are major causes of poverty in developing
countries. The 1996 Highly Indebted Poor Countries (HIPC)
initiative aimed to reduce the debt burden of qualifying countries to
a sustainable level. Debt relief was integrated into poverty
reduction programs, and HIPCs were required to design Poverty
Reduction Strategy Papers (PRSPs) detailing how resources
freed from debt relief will be used in pro-poor programs. Using
World Bank data, Killick showed that in the last decade, HIPCs
have had improving international borrowing terms, but still
performed dismally in fighting poverty. Alison Marshall of the UK-
based World Development Movement said that none of the 30-odd
PRSPs she has examined included land reform, risk analysis, or
contingency plans and policies for vulnerable groups. Instead, the
papers, endorsed by the World Bank and the IMF were all
similar—including economic liberalisation and privatisation,
emphasising on macroeconomic stability and growth and a
reduced role of the state in economic activities. The IMF and the
World Bank have consistently opposed total debt cancellation,
arguing that they do not have the resources for such a move. (ips)

“A taste of democracy”

CANBERRA - Australia’s Aboriginal leaders look forward to a
less hostile government and the repeal of discriminatory laws on
mandatory sentencing after the shock election defeat of the County
Liberal Party (CLP) that has ruled the conservative state of the
Northern Territory for 27 years. An aggressive campaign attacking
the opposition Labor Party over its promise to repeal mandatory
sentencing laws which require prison sentences even for minor
property offences and have often affected indigenous Australians
backfired on the CLP in last week’s election. Aboriginal leaders
have been urging the Australian government to overturn these
1997 laws, which they argue are overwhelmingly used against
people from Aboriginal communities. In testimony before a
parliamentary panel this month, the peak Aboriginal organisation,
the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission (ATSIC)
argued that crimes often committed by non-Aboriginal Australians
were excluded from the mandatory sentencing law. “White collar
crime such as fraud and embezzlement is not subject to
mandatory sentencing, nor is shoplifting,” it said.

While Aboriginal people comprise approximately 25 percent of
the electorate in the Northern Territory, they have struggled to gain
selection as candidates—the new parliament is likely to have only
four Aboriginal members. Aboriginal groups believe that the
incoming government is likely to be at least open to hearing about
concerns of indigenous interests, if not more sympathetic. “It's a
taste of democracy at last,” one said. (1rs)

Scooter sues Jesus, the UN, others

CANBERRA - David Merrill and his motor scooter sued Jesus
last week. Denver US District Judge Edward Nottingham threw the
case out, called the lawsuit a “rambling, nonsensical, incoherent
blotch on this court’s docket.” The judge then quoted a one-line
book review by the satirical writer Ambrose Bierce: “The covers of
this book are too far apart,” Bierce wrote. “So, too," wrote
Nottingham, “were the beginning and end of this pleading.” Merrill,
43, declined to comment. He and his scooter, named as plaintiffs
in the filing, also sued the UN, various US local police authorities,
and the Sanhedrin—the highest court and council of the ancient
Jewish nation at the time of Jesus’ crucifixion. The lawsuit is
laced with obscure legal terms and also contains references to
Dutch settlement in North America, Nazis, Jews, obscure
mathematical texts, a speech in May by President Bush about
Social Security, and some darkly mysterious organisations whose
secret agents allegedly hold powerful positions.

A careful reading, however, discloses that Merrill didn’t sue
the real Jesus Christ, but someone he says was posing as the
saviour in an official phone call last May, informing Merrill that he
had 10 days to redeem his confiscated car. “This man then
addressed me by
name and told me ;! L]
that he, ‘Jesus .
Christ’ did not like |

to see 10-day E'_I
notices, that they
made him look bad,” F‘—ﬂ-_

Merrill's lawsuit

said. Merrill's motor

scooter was later

seized as he was

driving it with expired license plates, no insurance and no driver's
license. Convicted, he spent some time in jail and when he didn't
pay impound charges to redeem his motor scooter, it was sched-
uled to be sold. Merrill wants it back. He also wants $5,000 for his
confiscated car. He wants several other things, too, and if he
doesn't get them, he wants $12.6 million from someone working at
the New York Stock Exchange. “Jesus Christ of Nazareth paid the
ransom in blood for me on the cross and my motorcycle is part of
the eternal inheritance in general,” Merrill wrote in his complaint.
He signed it with his thumbprint.
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OPINION

by YOSHIBUMI WAKAMIYA

The tone of debate

Korea and China’s reaction to perceived
Japanese slights could provoke just the na-

“Watch yourself carefully, think
how you could be seen in the eyes
of others.” I was taught this in grade
school in Tokyo. Today this view is
less widely shared in Japan. The
same seems true in neighbouring
countries, where Japanese attitudes
are criticised stridently.

Aharsh debate over a new
history textbook for high schools in
Japan has prompted me to think
about how the tone of a debate
shapes perceptions. Nineteen years
ago I lived in Seoul as a language
student when the first protests
against Japanese textbooks occurred.
Korean-Japan relations have since
improved significantly, despite
politicians’ sometimes thoughtless
talk about Japan’s past. As the result
of numerous prime ministerial
apologies for Japan’s former
colonisation and aggression in Asia,
economic and grassroots exchanges

are today a part of relations between
Japan and its neighbours. During his
1998 visit, President Kim Dae Jung
boosted reconciliation between our
two countries. The soccer World
Cup in 2002, which Japan and
South Korea will jointly host, should
be the crowning symbol of friendly
relations, in contrast to a century
ago, when Japanese imperialism was
on the march. Instead, the dispute
over the new textbook has taken
centrestage.

Although it passed official
examinations by the government,
which insisted on numerous
revisions, the textbook clearly
glorifies Japan’s history. Not
unreasonably, Koreans and Chinese
object to its use, particularly as they
see it as aimed at justifying Japan’s
old wars against them. But this
overstates the book’s importance. Itis
one of eight possible textbooks, and

tionalism they dislike.

ah

no public school district adopted it,
because local committees rejected its
message. That demonstrates that
unhealthy nationalism is not
supported by Japan’s majority.

Japan must be careful in writing
textbooks, but what country would
bow to outside pressure where the
education of its children is
concerned? Numerous exchanges
between Japanese and Korean
grassroots organisations were
cancelled by the Korean side because
of this dispute. Perhaps these
cancellations were a type of sanction
on Japan, but such attitudes are
considered “overly emotional” by
Japanese, and may provoke a
resurgence of the very nationalism
Koreans loathe. If the Korean people
had continued the exchanges and
discussed their objections to the
textbooks in friendly discussions,
Japan’s people would have respected
them more.

Japan’s good faith was in
question again when Koizumi
recently visited the Yasukuni
Shrine. He says his visit was to
mourn for Japanese soldiers who
died in WWIL But such visits,
like history textbooks, have a
complex history, dating back to
1985 when then Prime Minister
Nakasone made an “official visit”
to Yasukuni, ignoring domestic
opposition. He was forced not to
repeat the visit because of severe
Chinese protests. “Class A” war
criminals from WW1I are

enshrined there alongside rank
and file soldiers, and the shrine is a
symbol of Japan’s past militarism for
Asian countries. Koizumi can hardly
expect understanding, but the way
countries objected stunned many
Japanese. China’s foreign minister
said to Japanese reporters after
meeting Japan’s foreign minister: “T
told her to stop the visiting.” In
Japanese, this carries a very strong
connotation of command, which
may further stoke Japanese
xenophobia.

Perhaps Koizumi intended to
call attention to a perceived Chinese
insensitivity to Japanese concerns.
China’s rapid military build-up and
obsession with nuclear missile
developmentare hard to under-
stand for Japanese, who see their
country as contributing greatly to
economic assistance to China.
Manipulating symbols to send
diplomatic messages rarely
works—symbols are imprecise and
their meanings easily distorted.

Koizumi’s visit may only
further stimulate China’s military
build-up. Here is a glimpse of the
sad downward spiral among
neighbours that once gripped this
region. Koizumi must do all he
can to prevent that unfortunate
spiral from repeating.

(Project Syndicate)

Yoshibomi Wakamiyais asenior political
writer at Asahi Shimbun and author of

‘The Postwar Consetvative View Of Asia.
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STRONG

TALK, STRONG ACTION b=

ISLAMABAD — Three days before Pakistan celebrated its Independence
Day, abomb blast killed and wounded children, women and men in
Gujrat city, Punjab province. Punjab and Karachi have borne the brunt of
terrorism since 1995, when it assumed crisis proportions. This incident
followed a series of high-profile terror acts that killed a senior government
official, a prominent politician and a public figure, all between 26-31 July.

In early August, President Gen Pervez Musharraf was upset enough to
proclaim: “T feel like donning my commando uniform again, going after
the terrorists and personally shooting them.” In his 14 August Indepen-
dence Day address he announced a series of measures to combat terrorism.

First, Musharraf announced a ban on two extremist organisations, a
warning to two others that they would be on the ‘watch list” for six
months before any further action would be taken, and the arrest of 200
persons suspected of membership in these outfits. Second, the government
amended the anti-terrorism act to enhance the judiciary’s powers to try
terrorists swiftly. The Supreme Court, for instance, announced it will take
only a week to dispose of appeals in cases where terrorists have been
convicted but not punished for years. Third, a police transformation plan
has been launched at an initial cost of about $100 million in new fund
allocations to modernise antiquated police apparatus. The plan also
envisages separating police prosecution and investigation of cases by
inducting new prosecutors and recruiting new police investigators.

In the last six years, three governments, two civilian and one military,
sharea ‘continuity of failures’ in containing terrorism that can now strike
anywhere, anytime in Pakistan. On average, every third day an act of
terrorism hits Pakistan—a bomb blast or the target killing of a person not
due to personal enmity. Since 1995, there have been overa thousand
victims of target killings by terrorists in Pakistan, and more than 700 bomb
blasts with hundreds of casualties. This adversely affects the revival of the
economy, Pakistan’s image, and the people’s confidence in the state by
violating the most fundamental of human rights—the right to live.

Such criminal acts recur largely because their perpetrators get away
with impunity. A sluggish investigation system, a slow judicial procedure
and plain incompetence to take the terrorist issue head-on have all
contributed to this. The response of regimes, civil or military, is almost
predictable, staring with an impotent rage and strong statements like
‘“terrorism will be crushed, or ‘terrorists deserve to be shot, followed by
long meetings on ‘law and order’ with ‘directives’ to ‘launch an operation’
and ending with agreement on more ‘severe punishments.” There is now a

by MUSHAHID HUSSAIN

i =

Pakistan must treat terrorism as more
than just a ‘law and order’ situation.

‘standard operating procedure’ of government response to terrorism—the
Federal Government expresses its ‘concern’ but says ‘law and order isa
provincial subject,’ and so a provincial problem. The provincial government
blames it on a ‘foreign hand,” implying that as there are foreign policy
aspects’ to terrorism, the Federal Government must tackle it at the ‘higher
level.” Intelligence agencies say containing terrorism ‘is not our mandate.’
Terrorism has afflicted other democratic societies who have overcome it
without violating fundamental rights or declaring an emergency. How did
Ttaly smash the Red Brigades, the Germans the Baader-Meinhof; the
Japanese the Red Army? How did the Americans trace the UnaBomber
aftera 20-year pursuit? Pakistan needs a strategy to combat terrorism by
treating it as a national security threat that is today the biggest source of
domestic destabilisation. There is no outfit trained to tackle terrorism, so a
special, permanent Anti Terrorism Task Force must be established with
investigators, intelligence specialists, political analysts, psychologists,
and technical experts. This force should function as an information-
cum-action centre, collecting, analysing information and ordering
action. That is the only long-term way to contain the biggest threat to

Pakistan’s stability. (Ips)
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Star-crossed academia

NEW DELHI — Astrologers ruIe the I|ves of many n Indla but
when Murli Manohar Joshi, India’s minister for human resource
development and science and technology, deemed Vedic astrology
a science and ordered Indian universities to introduce degree
courses on it, he fell afoul of orthodox academia. “We, the
members of the Indian scientific community, feel the proposal by
the University Grants Commission (UGC which funds universities
and pays salaries) to introduce Vedic astrology and Vastushastra
(the science of residential properties) is a giant leap backwards,
undermining whatever scientific credibility our country may have
achieved,” the dons petitioned Joshi. Joshi, who once taught
university physics, wants to “saffronise” education in India, in
keeping with the ideology of the ruling BJP. He has purged key

positions in respected academic institutions of “Marxists,”
replacing them with ‘Hindutva’ supporters. Institutions like the
Gandhian Institute of Studies in Varanasi, which did not accept a
new director chosen by Joshi, were starved of funds and the
salaries of employees cut off. The Vedic astrology course is seen
as a similar move. Critics say that in any case there is little ‘Vedic’
about Indian astrology, which has borrowed heavily from
Babylonian and Greek traditions. But Joshi will not relent. In June,
he found an ally in the Andhra Pradesh High Court, which
dismissed a petition challenging the constitutional validity of the
plan. India’s Constitution forbids religious instruction in any
institution wholly maintained with state funds. (rs)

Human shields

NICOSIA - The Israeli army can no longer be sure Palestinians
are the only ones to suffer when it shells their homes and
blockades their towns and villages. Since June, around 70
international volunteers have moved in to the West Bank as
human buffers between Israeli forces and Palestinian civilians.
These ‘peacekeepers’, mainly from Europe and the US, have
joined over 200 locally based international peace activists in a
well-organised campaign against the Israeli occupation. The
West Bank-based International Solidarity Movement (ISM) was
formed last year when the Palestinian Intifada began, and is
made up of Jews, Muslims and Christians. They sleep in
Palestinian homes, help demolish Israeli blockades, watch
Israeli checkpoints and join in demonstrations. Sixty-five
foreign ‘human shields’ took part in protests against Israel’s 10
August seizure of the Palestinian headquarters in occupied
East Jerusalem. Strict secrecy is maintained about where the
activists stay so the Israeli army cannot have a fire free zone.
This policy puts volunteers at risk, but, says Huwaida Arraf,
ISM spokesperson, “The Israelis don’t want a public relations
disaster on their hands.” Neta Golan, an Israeli ISM member,
observed, “It would be more upsetting to the IDF [the Israeli
army] to hit one of us than innocent Palestinians.” (Geminj)

He: ML, She: UML

Jana Aastha, 15 August

nThe husband is a
ML Ieader the

Road Transport
Workers
Association, and
the ML's trade
union. She,
Sushila Nepal is
an MP representing Lalitpur-1, a central
committee member of the UML's women'’s wing,
and head of the women organisation’s Bagmati
operations. Anyone would have imagined an
estranged relationship and family life because
they belonged to rival parties, but the couple has
proved all wrong. Yes, they do have fiffs,
sometimes, but overall they have managed to
remain a satisfied couple.

Do the two of you discuss politics?

Sushila: In the beginning we used to have some
differences. | asked him not to support the break-
up of the party (UML), he had asked me to join the
ML. We both have realised that those days
created some problems for us, which affected our
two daughters to some extent. Our daughters
used to request our guests not to discuss politics
when they came visiting. We therefore decided
that we had to find some common ground. We
compromised and now we have no problems.

Isn'tit difficult for politicians not to discuss

politics at home?

Khagendra: For us, the compromise was for not
discussing current issues. We did discuss
broader issues, the revolution in Nepal, the
issues of class and other principles and philoso-
phy, etc. We never got angry at one another, and
never had any hard feelings. Tensions mounted
when we began to discuss current affairs. We
would realise that and cool off immediately.
Sushila: We definitely used to have discussions,
but once things became combative, we would
control ourselves. If the discussion really got
heated up, one of us would immediately leave the
room and that was the end of the discussion.

How did you feel on the day the party split?

Sushila: The day the ML was formed, there was a
meeting of the Lalitpur district committee. Since |
am the District Development Committee
president, | was also there. There was a newspa-
per there, which said that the party had split and
named all those from Lalitpur who had joined the
ML. My friends told me that my husband's name
was on the list. | felt as if diasater had struck, and
thought that maybe | could talk him out of it.
Immediately after that, | heard that he had
attended the district committee meeting of the ML.
| realised at that moment that he would never
change his mind. On the one hand my party was
being divided, and as if that were not enough, my
family was also being divided. | was very tense
when | returned home that evening. As soon as |
met him | asked, "What have you done?” He
replied with great enthusiasm, “I've joined the
ML

Were you
happy when the
party broke into
two?
Khagendra: We
Marxists have
to have a
knack of
seeing good in
bad and vice
versa. We did
not want the
party to break
up, but the way
the UML was
functioning,
moving in the wrong direction, we realised that
there was no other option left. The Mahakali
Treaty, Prados and Pajeros were all wrong and
we had to take a stand on these.

When Sushila was the candidate of the UML

from Lalitpur-1 in the last elections, what did
youdo?

Khagendra: She was nominated as the UML
candidate from Lalitpur-1, while | was cam-
paigning for Bam Dev Gautam in Kathmandu-1.
The party had sent me there. | had made my
party promise me that | be allowed to return
home every evening. It was not possible for my
wife to return home everyday and this is why |
had made the request.

What would you have done if you had been

asked to campaign in Lalitpur-1?

Khagendra: That would have created problems
and this is why the party did not send me there.
My leaders also suspected that if they put me in
Lalitpur, | might return to the UML fold, so they
did not let me campaign there. The UML
leaders had the same doubts about my wife.
Did your husband try to stop your candidature?
Sushila: No, my hushand has contributed
greatly to my success, the position | hold today
is all because of him. He has always been my
inspiration.

How did you feel when your wife won and your
party lost?

Khagendra: As a husband | felt good, happy.
Also, | had sacrificed a lot for her party earlier,
so | was happy because of that reason, too.
From a purely political point of view, there was
no reason for me to be happy. The day she won,
| did not leave the house.

How did you feel?

Sushila: They broke a party that if we had
remained undivided, we may have won a
majority. It came as no surprise that they did
not win a seat. But | was not angry at all. | felt
lousy when | realised that his party had lost.
The other MPs had their wives waiting for them
with flowers and garlands, but | did not have my
hushand. You can imagine how | felt.

You must have been received with garlands
when you arrived home?

Sushila: Yes, once | reached home he did that,
but he was not at the counting centre .

Was it difficult for you, when you realised that
your party did not win even one seat, while your
wife’s party won many?

Khagendra: | was definitely not laughing when
she won. My first priority was my wife and |
was happy, although | could not comprehend
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“We think that the entire talks cannot be kept secret. It might be essential to be discreet about certain
subjects during talks. But I think the peoples right to information must also be respected.”

Krishna Bahadur Mahara, Coordinator of CPN(Maoist)

Talks Committee in Janadesh Weekly, 21 August

Wife: “You're drunk again, huh?”
Husband: “Has this woman turned
into a Maoist or what?”

4™ Drishd, 21 August

Samacharpatra, 19 September

King Gyanendra and Puskar

King Gyanendra quoted in a write up by Puskar Lal Shrestha, editor of

ki A0
b

“We can't have a republic here just on the wishes of the king or the Maoists. "

The people’s choice should come first. | myself am bound by the constitution. The .

monarchy has been abiding by every word of the constitution. In a similar manner, , LA

other political parties should also function within the constitution. | don't think all .

are functioning within the framework of the constitutional provisions...
“Puskar, unlike my brother, | cannot just sit and watch the country and the

people slide into this situation. Yes, | will not digress from the path to the multiparty

system my brother took. But | cannot just sit back and watch the suffering and pain

of the people. That is why | am thinking of doing the most a monarch can do under =

the constitution for multiparty democracy.”

Road to development

Sthaniya Bikash Times, 13 August

ExceposfiomanineviewwidJivan
BahadurShahi, Huma DDC
Youareconstucting roads now; aren tyou?
Yes, under theleadership of the District
DevdopmentCommittee(DDC), weare
constructinga road from Simikot, thedistrict
headquarters, tothe Tibetbordertown of
Hilsa, almost 65 kmaway. Itis nota tarred
roadbuttheresidensof Humlaarevery
happy. A22kmstretch, the Hilsa- Yari sector,
hasbeencompleted.

Whatwillthebenefiisbe?

Transportation costswill decrease
immediately from Rs 55 rupeesakilotoRs
15-20 perkilo. Secondly, if wegive food to
theChineseat Tatopani, they will provideus
with food in Taklakot. Thiswill bring down
andwewill benefitfrom that too. Tourists
goingto Kailash Manasorovarwill also be
abletousethisroad, bringingus more
benefits. With roads, we can begin tourism
businesss.

Whatisyour DDCsbudget?
Humlaisa Class Il district. Thismeanswe
havenomeansofincome. Until nowwehad
onlyafew tourists. Weused to carnalmost
Rs600,000 peryear. Thishasnowstopped
becauseofthe Maoistproblem. The

governmentprovidesusroughlyRs800,000
and thatisit.

Howdoyoumanagethesmall budget?
"Whateveryoudo, youcannotstop
development. Welooked o thenorthand

]
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Bia ol
realised that the peoplein Tibethad seen
moredevelopment. Theyhavefour-whed
vehides plying their roads, they have tourists
and theirlife s pretty comfortable. Sowe
asked, “Tfitcan happen there, why not here?”
Inthebeginningwewanted to makejustone
kilometre road. The World Food Program
gaveusfoodand weprovided labour. Work
thenstartedand thegovemmentgaveusRs 1
million for Rural Road Development, which
wealso putinto thisroad. Initally there was
alotofopposition, butafterall, vehides ply
at17,000feetin Tibet, and Humlaisatjust
14,000 feet—surelywe can make itwork.
Now thegovernmentisgoing o provide
anotherRs 10 million.

Yourterm issoongoingtoend. Willyour
successorscary forward withsuch programs?
EarlierT'was concerned about this, butnowit
seemnsthatallagreewith myline of thought.
“They have realised thisis the thing todo.

Land reform

UMLformedaland reformal g i 57y
underthechairmanship of Keshav Badal, a
central committee member, when itwasin
power (1994-1995). Thecommission
recommended tharmajorreformsbe carried
outinaverysdentificrnanner. The

government, which hasnow called forland

reform, hasbased itsactionson thisreport.
Clausefiveof the reportdealswith
permissible holding ceilings. The reportsays
thereismoreunequal distribution offand
and thereare morelandlessagri-workersin
the tarai than in the hilly regions. Land
reformswerelastbroughtintoeffectin
1964. Under thescheme, ceilings for
agricultural land were fixed atjustover 17
hain the tarai, four hain the hilly regions
and2.59hain Kathmandu Valley.
Houschold plotswere fixed atjustover 2ha
in the tarai, about 0.8 hain the hillsand 0.4
hain the Valley.

"The Badal report pointstoflawsin the
1964 land reform program, becauseitdid
nottakeinto consideration thatin thelower
hilly regions three crops can be grown every
year, whilein theupper hilly regions there
canbeonlyonecrop/ harvestayear. Land
reformwasconsidered moresuccessfulin the
tarai thann thehills. The 1964 program
affected only 1.5 percentofthe country’s
arableland. The programwasnotvery
effectivebecauseitwas notimplementedin
all districtsat thesame time, measurements
‘were not proper, political will waslacking,
administration wasweak, and eventually,
manyotherproblemscroppedup.

"TheBadal commission recommended
thatthe celling foragricultural land bebbased
onfivecriteria. Itfurther recommended that
thecellingshould besetat three hectaresin
the taraiand the inner tarai, two hectares in
themid-hills, four hectaresin thehilly
regions, 0.5 hectaresin the Valley.
Houscholdand should notbemorethan
0.5 hectares inall urban reas. Iralso
recommendsaprogressive taxsystem for
land in urban areas. Undil fiscal 1996 itwas
estimated thatalmost 100,000 haofland
wasavailable for distribution, but nowit
scens theremay notbeso muchafterall

Siliguri parley

Exled Maoistsmetcommun £ § 57

othercommunist partiessecredyin Siliguri,
India, recently. The present political
situationand thegovernment-Maoist
dialoguewerethemain topicsof discussion.
Thosethatattended themectingwith
Prachandaand Baburam Bhattaraiwere
UMLsMadhavKurnarNepaland Iswor
Pokharel; Ram Singh Shrish, general
secretary of Masal, Prakash, general secretary
oftheFkataKendra, Narayan Man
Bijukchheofthe Nepal Majdoor Kisan
Party, LilaMani Pokharel of the Samyukea
JanaMorchaand Bam DevGautamofthe
Ma-Leparty. Thisisthefirst time that
leadersof theleft partiesand the Maoists
metafter the peoples' warbegan. The
meeting, which asted four hours,is
considered byall tobeaveryimportantone.
Whenaskedaboutit, MadhavKumarNepal
saidonly thathewas thereashewas invited
toaprogram. TheMaoistshavenot

commented on themeetingyet. Theother
participantsarealsotight-lipped.

CP opts united

Ecerpts fomaninterviewwich JEPLRL
CPMainal

Wordisthat Nepal sleftist partiesare
issuedastatement to thiseffect, is that

beppening?

The UML hasstated thatitis ready to
uniteand workwithleftist partieswho share
asimilarlineof thought. Thisisa positive
stepand wehave accepted the proposal. It
isnecessary forallleft parties to uniteon
common prindples. The UML has realised
this. Differentleft partiesarealso re-
aligningand re-focusing, The Maoistsand
theirsupportersarealso trying tofind
commongroundwiththeMasaland Fkata
Kendra(Unity Centre). Thecommunist
forcesare polarising into differentblocs
now. This process has to be carried forward.
Differencesshould beironed outand
addressed for thesakeofunity.

Hasyourprinapledsand beenaddressed in
the

>process”
Youshould remembertharwhen the ML
wasformed, the philosophy of party
membersdid notconflictwith thatof
UML Even now, itdoesn’t. The MLwas
formed by people who believein people’s
multipartydemocracy (thesame policyas
thatof UML). Some party members were
dissatisfied whilestill in the UML, butwe
keptbackourdifferencesbecause therewere:
manyissuesonwhichweagreed. One
exampleistheMahakali Treaty. Thethen
UMLleadership becamevery conservative
onsuch policy issues, itwasincapableof
tackling them. Irwasunableto takeinto
accountthedifferentopinionsand
eventually decided tosacksenior party
leaders that dissented, whichwas reason for
theformation ofthe ML party. Therewere
nomajordifferences on the main party line.

Whatis thereason for theshiftin the
UMLsattitudetowardsMIL?
Therearemany. First, the Maoist
movenenthasweakenedourgrassroots
support. Both parties realise that therewill
benothingleftat thegrassrootsifthey do
notunite. Secondly, the Maoists, too, were
comingaboveground, andotherleft parties
werealso unitingand itwould beeasy fora
united UML-ML o akeup theemerging
battde ofideology. Theleadershipinboth
parties realised that therewas barelyany
differencebetween them on coreissuesand
thataunited party could betterface the
Peoplesay that thereal reason sthe
upcominglocalelections. ..

‘That's only natural. Iftwo partieshave
thesamephilasophy, and they canwin the
electionsby uniting, thenwhynot? Notto
dosowouldbeamistake.

Willyoujoin the UML if unity does take

phe?
Iwon'tbein that party. Iwill notbea part
ofthe UML-MLunity. Thatisverydear.
Soyouwillnotjoin the UML, even ifthe
MLandihe UMLjoinforas?

Thatisvery certain.
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Poor preparations, high expectations

Nepali athletes, who did so well in the
last SAF Games, have little chance to
shine this time around due to official

apathy and budget cuts.

MUKUL HUMAGAIN

wo years ago, the national
T sports scene was active as

could be. The eighth
South Asian Federation Games
in 1999 brought in athletes and
coaches from around the
country to the Dasrath Stadium
in Tripureswor, National Sports
Council officials were busy
making last-minute preparations
for the Games and the whole
country was awaiting what
promised to be a sporting
extravaganza. It all went
smoothly. The stadium looked
impressive and lived up to the
hype surrounding it. Best of all,
Nepal won 64 medals including
31 gold. It was widely acclaimed
as one of the best sporting
events ever organised here.

Two years later, and less

than a month-and-a-half before
the ninth SAF Games are

scheduled to start in Islamabad,
Pakistan, Nepal’s preparation
looks dismal.

After months of debate over
the budget for the Games,
selection and training camps,
the Nepal Sports Council
(NSC) has finally chosen
athletes to participate. And with
just six weeks to go, the Council
still does not appear serious
about giving them a sporting
chance at the Games. Nepal will
participate in 14 sports. For
three of these, boxing,
tackwondo, and karate, the
closed training camps got
underway in mid-August.
Official approval for the rest of
the sports was only granted
earlier this week.

The reason, as always, is
finance. Despite Nepal's success
at the eight Games, the budget

for participation in the upcom-
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ing Games is surprisingly low.
NSC officials are reportedly still
pursuing the Finance Ministry
for a budget increase. According
to Kamal Khanal, the NSC's
administrative chief, over Rs 40
million is needed to prepare and
equip the teams properly for the
Games. The Ministry of
Finance has so far promised just
Rs 10 million. Finance Minister
Dr Ram Sharan Mahat directed
NSC officials to focus only on
events that Nepal could win
medals in and send as small a
team as possible. The NSC
agreed, and only 165 players
have been selected to go to
Islamabad, but this figure too
might go down after the
ministry actually hands over
whatever it eventually decides
to give. In addition to the 165
competitors, there are 65
officials and coaches.

The boxing, karate and

tackwondo teams are in

relatively good shape because
they won the most medals in
1999. NSC officials say closed
camps for the 11 other events will
begin as soon as, you guessed it,
the budget comes through. Until
then athletes competing in these
events have been paying for their
own food, lodging and equip-
ment. “We have less than a
month to prepare for the event,
our per diem has been drastically
reduced, and they still expect us
to perform well,” said one athlete
bitterly. The NSC has senta
circular to all the participants
directing them not speak to the
press outside the presence of the
head coach, threatening them
with severe action if they do so.
Most of the athletes we talked to
had similar complaints. For the
last SAF Games, athletes trained
for five months, and received a
daily allowance of Rs 450. This
time around they have a shaky
schedule, uncertain participation
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and a daily allowance of Rs 250
for people from outside the Valley
and Rs 100 for those from here.

The selection process for the
Games was not terribly impressive
either. The events were held in
such a hurry that many believe
the NSC was simply going
through the motions to say it had
done so. First there was talk of the
National Games being the basis
for selection, but the games was
cancelled due to the palace
massacre. The NSC then said
regional games would be held.
‘When this did not happen, they
pulled out their favourite “no
budget” excuse. In the end all
that took place was a discreet and
remarkably lackadaisical series of
games that did nothing for the
sporting and team spirit of the
athletes or Nepali sports-lovers.
Athletes were even asked to pay
their own expenses during the
selection process. As a result,
many hopefuls from outside the
Valley stayed away, and the
majority of those who tried out
for the teams came from the Royal
Nepal Army and
the police.

The big three—boxing,
tackwondo and karate—have
been used time and again in
talking about Nepal’s sporting
potential and to get funds from
various bodies, but events in these
three sports have been reduced
which effectively reduces the
number of medals we can hope to
win. Back in 1999, Nepal had
good trainers from abroad for
tackwondo and karate, but not
anymore. What's more, nine out
of the 15 sports in the Islamabad
Games will not have women's
participation. These include
karate and tackwondo in which
Nepali women had managed to
bring in quite a few golds during
the last SAF Games.

Things are as dire in the other
sports. For one, the NSC has not
even decided in which events the
teams will participate in their
particular sport. Participants lack
not only trainers, but also
equipment. Wrestlers don’t have
mats and so are using those
owned by the Nepal Judo
Federation. The International

Table Tennis Federation changed
the diameter of the ball from
36mm to 40mm, and the ninth
SAF Games will use the new balls,
but the NSC doesn’t have any. The
list goes on and on.

Still, incredibly, all is not lost.
New national records were set
during the selection process in
athletics and weight lifting, In
athletics, Sitaram Chaudhary
claimed a new record in the triple
jump (15.2m) while Rajendra
Bhandari broke the old record in
the 3,000m steeple chase to
complete the race in 9:21 minutes.
There were five new records in
weightlifting, while in boxing chief
coach Vidya Marsani is optimistic
that his team of Ram Chandra
Thapa Magar (60kg), Rajan Dangol
(75kg), Ramesh Das Shrestha
(48kg) and Sushil Ghimire (63.5kg)
might be able to snatch a few
medals.

Nepal will, withouta doubr,
win fewer medals than before, but
with some more support, even at
the last minute, we might be able
to do not too dismally.

CULTURE AND SOCIETY
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OPINION

Untouchable apartheid
> - GpdlPILN

by MARTIN MACWAN

Discrimination against Dalits is a South Asian problem,
and arguing over semantics will not get us anywhere.

or decades, India championed
F from afar the anti-apartheid

cause and supported
America’s civil rights movement.
But now India stands poised to
block discussion of caste-based
discrimination against its own 160
million Dalits, a Hindi word
meaning “the oppressed”, which
refers to its underclass of “untouch-
ables” at the UN World Conference
against Racism (WCAR) to be held
in Durban later this month.
Employing the same tactic used by
defenders of apartheid and of
America’s Jim Crow laws, India’s
government argues that “caste is an
internal matter.”

The last Indian census based
on caste identity, conducted in
1931, found that 20 percent of
India’s population consisted of
Dalits—a generic term for people
deemed filthy and impure to
touch, approach, or merely see in
daylight. Current statistics suggest
that the proportion of
untouchables, known as
“scheduled castes” in
constitutional jargon, has since
declined to 16 percent, reflecting
the fact that many Dalits have
embraced Christianity, Islam,
Buddhism, or Sikhism. But even
as converts to religions that claim
to renounce caste discrimination,
stigmatisation of the Dalits
continues. In South India, for
example, separate Christian
churches exist for Dalits, a
practice copied from Hinduism.

Indian officials have been
notably Janus-faced about caste
discrimination. In January 2000,
India’s president, KR Narayanan,
himself of Dalit origin, conceded
that while untouchability has been
legally abolished, “shades of it
remain in the ingrained attitudes
nurtured by the caste system.”
Barely four months later, however,
India declared unequivocally at the
WCAR's first preparatory meeting
that caste discrimination had been
relegated to the past.

India’s constitution does,
indeed, abolish untouchability. But
alack of political will has rendered
formal prohibition little more thana
legal fiction. Fifty percent of Dalit
children (and 64 percent of Dalit
girls) cannot complete primary
education in part due to
humiliation by teachers, while

poverty remains widespread as land
reforms have gone

unimplemented. A 1997 survey by
Navsarjan, a private research group,
found that Dalits legally owned
6000 acres in 250 villages in Gujarat
state but did not hold physical
possession of any of that land.
According to the Indian
government’s own data, over
800,000 Dalits are engaged in the
dehumanising practice of manually
handling human waste—a caste-
based role reinforced by the World
Bank’s financial support for
construction of dry latrines.

Even more disturbing,
untouchables continue to be
subject to widespread violence,
particularly when they transgress
caste traditions. Ina case
concerning 79 Dalit families that
were ostracised for 27 months in
the village of Devaliya, India, the
National Human Rights
Commission concluded: “When
young Dalits assert their right to
equal treatment, attempt to protect
their dignity and that of their
women, or resist the perpetration of
atrocities committed against them,
they are often branded as
‘extremists, falsely implicated in
alleged crimes, and killed in staged
encounters. When they resistasa
group, wholesale killings, arson,
mass rape of their women, and
parading them naked through the
village are regular occurrences.”

A recent study by Human
Rights Watch supports this finding
of systematic, premeditated
brutality when Dalits challenge
caste discrimination, with women
suffering particularly savage
retaliation. During massacres of
Dalits in Bihar, a north Indian
state, Dalit women were shot in
their vaginas. In the South,
hundreds of Dalit women are
victims of Devdasi, a system of
prostitution in the name of religion
which upper-caste Hindus are
quite happy to exempt from the
practice of untouchability.

Employment quotas favouring
Dalits have, of course, improved
their life prospects—but not by
much. Dalits and low-caste tribals,
who together comprise 23 percent
of India’s population, fill only 5
percent of civil-service jobs. High-
caste groups, in contrast, account

for 25 percent of the population,

but fill 89 percent of such posts (as
well as most top jobs in politics and
business). Yet even this minor
curtailment of upper-caste privilege
hasled to two bloody riots since
quotas were introduced, resulting
in the deaths of hundreds of Dalits.

Alarmed by the potential
embarrassment it faces because of its
denial of systematic and violent
discrimination against Dalits,
India’s government now claims
that caste is not race and therefore
has no place on the agenda of the
UN conference in Durban.
Fortunately for India’s Dalits, the
UN’s Human Rights Commission
rejects this argument, holding that
“the situation of scheduled castes
falls within the purview of article 1
of the International Convention on
the Elimination of Racial
Discrimination.”

Dalit leaders contend that if
caste discrimination in India
violates that Convention it should
be included in the Durban
conference’s draft declaration under
the heading “discrimination based
on work and descent,” a
formulation introduced by
Barbados and Switzerland. But the
WCAR'’s drafting committee faces
strong pressure to reject this
demand, and not only from Indian
officials. Similar caste-based
discrimination, including bonded
manual labour, is rife in Nepal,
Pakistan, Bangladesh, and Sri
Lanka, which applaud India’s
bogus hairsplitting.

But the purpose of the UN
meeting in Durban is not to
haggle over the semantics of caste
and race. Its mission is to develop
means to combat discrimination
based on descent, so that what
India’s government—what any
government—claims is an
internal problem does not become
an eternal condition. Having
backed the opponents of
apartheid and Jim Crow, it is sad
that India rejects accountability
for the ongoing human rights
disaster caused by its entrenched
social order.  (Project Syndicate)
Martin Macwan, a Dalit activist, bas
been awardedthe Robert F Kennedy,
Gleitsman and Human Rights Watch
awards and convened the National
Campaign on Dalit Human Rights
inIndia.

BOOK REVIEW

This land is my land. ..

by MARK TURIN
S
-
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and ’m a woman

watching the Maoist hostage drama

unfold in Rolpa, legal history was being
made in Kathmandu. On 17 July, the Parlia-
mentary Law and Justice Committee approved
the controversial eleventh amendment to the
Nepal's Muluki Ain (Civil Code), allowing
women to retain ownership of parental property
after marriage. Eclipsed by issues of national
security, this ground-breaking clause,
popularly known as the Women's Bill,
provoked relatively little discussion in the
national dailies. Particularly intriguing are the
results of a survey conducted in all of Nepal's
fourteen zones by the Law and Justice
Committee earlier this year. If true, these
findings once and for all dispel the myth that
rural Nepal is an intellectual backwater where
progressive ideas are unwelcome: eighty-five
percent of those questioned were in favour of
women retaining property after marriage.
That's a great many progressively-minded
villagers.

One man who was certainly reading the
papers with great interest was Dr Devi Prasad
Kandel, author of Property Rights of Women in
Nepal. The release of this book dovetails
nicely with the historic changes in property
rights law, and with hindsight, a number of
Kandel's assertions appear to be prophetic:
“The status of Nepali women legally seems to
be strong but
institutionally and
practically it is very
weak” (page 76). The
book is divided into
seven chapters and
progresses from general
issues to more specific
examples. The best
chapters are definitely the
latter, which deal with the
intricacies and details of
Nepali property rights.
Chapter one is weakened by
ungrammatical errors and
generalities such as: “women
cover near about half [sic] of
the world's population” (page
1) and “the position and status
of Iranian women...is that they
are totally under male”

(page 5).

In chapters two and three, it
becomes apparent that Kandel
relies heavily on secondary
sources and previous works on the
subject. Early in the preface the author informs
us that “all the available source materials
relating to the topic...have been collected,
scrutinised and analysed”. And despite an
occasional nod in the direction of ethnic
diversity, Kandel clearly subscribes to the idea
that Nepal is a “Hindu State” and consequently
that “Nepalese society, undoubtedly, is
conducted by the Hindu philosophy” (page 17).
While this statement may apply to large parts
of the country, there are still many regions in
which disputes over property and inheritance
are resolved according to local non-Hindu
traditions. According to Kandel's analysis,
Sherpa, Limbu and Tharu women “were and
are more free than the woman [sic] of other
communities in Nepal” (page 20). While his
aim is true, more specific examples would
have been instructive here, particularly since
the situation in hill villages is not always so
simple. By the end of book then, one feels
genuine compassion for Hindu women and
their lot, and wonders why the author didn’t
focus more on the position of women from non-
Hindu groups if they indeed have, as he
describes, greater “control over their marriage
portion” (page 59). The author's indifference to
the cultural characteristics of specific janajati
groups is made apparent when we are informed
that the Sherpa, Rai and Limbu “are culturally,
socially and ethnically akin to the Tibetans”

L ast month, while most of the country was
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As the Women’s Bill edges
closer to becoming law, a new
book describes the relevant
provisions of the Muluki Ain.

(page 75). In this vein, a particularly uncomfort-
able typographical error occurs on page 75,
turning “Mongoloid” into “Mangaloid”, a slip
which should be corrected in any future edition.

The strongest sections in the book are
chapters three and four which outline specific
features of the Muluki Ain. For those (like
myself) who haven't read the Civil Code from
cover to cover, let alone all the amendments,
these details make for fascinating reading. One
learns, for example, that a man may remarry if
his first wife becomes incurably insane (page
22), that the Ain of 2020 BS legalised inter-caste
marriage (page 25) and that “half of the property
of any person who commits rape shall be
confiscated and... given to the victim” (page 73).
A particularly interesting ordinance in the sixth
amendment seems to acknowledge the
possibility of child abuse and incest when a
daughter is adopted: the girl must be under ten
years of age, and the “gap in the age of the father
and the adopted daughter should be at least 20
years” (page 36). An insight into male aggres-

sion, and the provisions
made for female victims
thereof, is offered by the
section concerning the
amount of property a
hushand is obliged to give
his wife should she
become “lame” or lose
“any part of her body by
frequently being
beaten” (page 39).
These chapters are
genuinely informative
and educational, and
read rather like an
annotated Civil
Code.
Afurther angle
of Property Rights
of Women in
Nepal is its
social and
political action
plan. In
common with
other Nepali books on social
issues, strongly worded assertions are com-
pressed into a single page in the conclusion,
with little or no guidelines about how to achieve
these noble aims: “the traditional belief in the
superiority of man and inferiority of woman
should immediately be obliterated” (page 76). It
would be hard to disagree.

The provision for women’s property rights in
Nepal is a delicate issue, not least because of
the recent legal changes in this domain. We can
only wait and see whether last month's Property
Rights Bill will prove to be, as the author
suggests, “a headache for the state first and
then...a challenge against Hinduism” (page 32).
Aside from the few limitations described above,
Dr. Kandel should be given full credit for bringing
these concerns into the open and for providing
an analysis of important sections of the Muluki
Ain.

Property Rights of Women in Nepal , Dr
Devi Prasad Kandel, Ratna Pustak
Bhandar, Kathmandu, 2058. 86 pages,
including 6 pages of Nepali language
appendices. ISBN 999333-0-213-9. Rs
110.

(Mark Turin is completing a grammar of the
Thangmi language and is a member of the
Himalayan Languages Project at Leiden
University in The Netherlands.)
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ABOUT TOWN

MOVIES
Nepali and Hindi movies online ticket booking at www.nepalshop.com

EATING OUT

Peking Duck and other Chinese delicacies by Chef Tiyong Fan from China. Tien Shan Chinese
Restaurant, Hotel Shangri La 412999

Breakfast with birds Lunch with butterflies and dinner with
fireflies. Traditional Nepali, Indian, and Chinese cuisine. Farm L
House Café in the Park Village Hotel, Buddhanilkantha. 373935

Barbecue at the Ropes Barbecue for lunch and dinner,
over 20 dishes, mountain views. The Sky Terrace, Hotel Everest.
Reservations recommended. 488100

Juicy Steaks, Chilled Beer Mexican cuisine on Sunday
and Wednesday 6.30pm 10pm. Steaks and beer the rest of the
week. K2 Beer and Steak House, Thamel. 433043

Naachghar New menu with kababs and biryani daily. 7pm—210.30pm. Hotel Yak & Yeti. 248999

Nepali dance and food Over 40 traditional delicacies, and Indian favourites. Newari cuisine in
August. Himalchuli, Soaltee Crowne Plaza. 273999

Friday Night Sekuwa (BBQ) Appetisers, momos, salad, main courses and desserts, one
complimentary beer. Rs 699 per head. Throughout the monsoon at Dwarika’s Hotel. 479488

Saturday lunch at Restaurant Kantipur, Club Himalaya, Nagarkot. BBQ buffet Rs 500 per head.
410432, 414432

La Soon Restaurant and Vinotheque Lunch, tea and dinner with European and American food,
fine wines. Pulchowk. 535290

Wet and Wild Summer Swimming and buffet lunch. Saturday and Sunday at Godavari Village
Resort. Adults Rs 600, children Rs 350. Taxes extra. 560675, 560775

Weekend Swim and Lunch Saturday and Sunday. Rs 900 for a family of four. Aroma Sports
Centre. Sanepa. 521516. 981030859

Saturday’s at the Malla  Swimming and French chef's barbecue lunch. 11lam—5pm. The
Malla Hotel. 418385, 410966

Pasta August Homemade pasta like ravioli, tortellini, gnocchi. The Olive Garden, Radisson
Hotel. 423888

Music

Jammin Hell! DJ Tangri every Saturday, all August. 2pm. The Arch Room, Hotel De L' Annapurna.
Rs 500 per couple, includes welcome drink. Tickets at Hotel De L' Annapurna, The Club—Bhatbhateni,
Nanglo, Bakery Café outlets, and Kathmandu Guest House.

Live Acoustic Music  Dinesh Rai and Deependra every Friday at the Himalatte Café. 9pm 491234

DJ Neil/ Live Bands Every Friday and weekends. Daily happy hour. Rox Bar. Hyatt Regency.
6pm—9pm. 491234

Happy hours at Galaxy Club Tap away to the latest chart busters played by DJ Ankit Kochar
from Kolkota. Attractive drink offer, buy one get one free. 9pm—11pm. Galaxy Club, Hotel Everest

GETAWAYS

Rhythms and Rain A three night four days musical food festival with Masquerade Ball, Hippie
Night and Mafia Night accompanied with live music by the best bands of Kathmandu. 24—26 August. The
Fulbari Resorts & Spa. Pokhara.

August Affair in Pokhara  Two-night weekend package includes meals, live music, extra bed for
children under 12, meals, airport transfers, mango festival. Hotel Shangri La. Pokhara 412999

Dwarika’s Anytime Escape Overnight accommodation with afternoon tea, cocktail, dinner,
breakfast and massage. $130 net per couple. Dwarika's Hotel. 479488

Chiso Chiso Hawama Summer B&B package for Nepalis and expats. Rs 1,250 per head. Club
Himalaya Nagarkot Resort. 410432, 414432

Stress Free Weekends Overnight stay at the Hyatt, dinner for two at the Rox Restaurant, use of
pool, health club, spa and outdoor jacuzzi, ayurvedic massage for two, weekend brunch, late check out
Sunday. Rs 9000 plus tax. Hyatt Regency, Kathmandu. 491234

Nagarkot Escape Weekends in cottages, views of the Himalayas, valleys and forests. Special
rates for Nepalis and resident expats. Hotel Keyman Chautari. keyman@wlink.com.np 436850

EXHIBITION
Kathmandu: the City and the Valley  Exhibition of photos by French photographer Teddy
Seguin. 24-31 August (except Saturdays), 9am-6pm. Alliance Francaise, Thapathali. 241163, 242 832.

MARTIN CHAUTARI

Classic Literature Discussion Series 8 | u
Rimal’'s Aama ko Sapana. Pandit Dr Banira Giri | —
Unless otherwise noted, presentations are in Nepali. Participation is E 3 B
open to all. 28 August, Tuesday, 5.30pm. Martin Chautari, Thapathali.
256239

: Gopal Prasad

For inclusion in the listing send information to editors@nepalitimes. coml

NEPALI WEATHER

Check out this sharply defined imagery from a
Pacific weather satellite of Typhoon Pabuk
over Japan. The eye of the storm is clearly
seen. Off on the horizon is the subcontinent

01 0900 GMT

caused by a low pressure system finally

more normal amounts to eastern Nepal. This
monsoon pulse will be followed by a brief lull
with cloudy days, brief sunny spells and night

localised and coming down in sharp bursts.
That is till middle of next week when the new
monsoon front should be upon us again.

KATHMANDU VALLEY

with a strong monsoon pulse over central India
clearly visible. The heavy rains this week were

dragging moisture in from the Bay of Bengal in

rain. From next week, rain will tend to be more

YAK YETI YAK

The way to Mexico is too far. Botega
Restaurant and Tequila Bar is near Thamel
Chowk. 266433. 15 percent off-season discount.

The Borderlands Resort For canyoning,
rafting, trekking at Tibet borders, Professional
Development Program, Leadership Courses and
many more. 425836/425894.
info@borderlandresorts.com.
www.borderlandresorts.com.
K-Too! Beer and Steakhouse not the
“longest”, “highest”, “first” or any other
superlative. Just a relaxed, easy-going bar and
restaurant with the coldest beer and juiciest
steaks this side of the moon. By the Kathmandu
Guest House. 433043

Alfa UV Water Purifier 100 percent pure and
safe water for you and your family. For more

repl@info.com.np

Wanted: flat in Lalitpur  Preferably near
Pulchowk, suitable for one or two, furnished or
unfurnished. Starting 1 October or before. Email
flat_hunting2001@yahoo.com

HMB Mountain Biking Have your bike
serviced or repaired by HMB'’s Professional
Mechanicsat the HMB Workshop. Riding gear,
accessories and parts available. Second hand
bikes bought/sold/hired. New and reconditioned

- Exotic orchids and dwarf azaleas
* extremely sophisticated. Call Dinesh or Pinki at
. 424877 or email dipi@infoclub.com.np

: mountain bikes for sale. Himalayan Mountain
. Bikes—Tours and Expeditions. 437437,
- www.bikingnepal.com.

- Home Line Creations For exclusive home
- décor, gifts, decorative accessories, ceramics,
. wrought ironand imported brilliant fabrics and

* table tops. Add colour to your life. Exclusive

. showroom: opp. Tri-Chandra College, Darbar

- Marg. 222482

- Reflexology Professional US-, Europe-trained
* naturopath, therapist. Improve your blood

. circulation, energy flow. Perfect preventive

- therapy and also for specific ailments. 416118

> (11am-5pm) or email buddhasfeet@about.com.

* Car for sale. Mitsubishi Lancer '75 model, but

- in top condition. Very low mileage. Cheap! Email
* janaki_gurung@yahoo.com.

information contact OSCAR TRADERS, 428576. .

- Yamaha keyboard and Oscar mountain

. bike for sale Yamaha PSR320, 64 keys.

- Inputs: MIDI sustain. Rs 15,000. With catalogue.
* Oscar mountain bike. Aluminium frame, 21

. speed, plastic mudguards, detachable front

+ wheel, lock. Eight months old, hardly used. Ring
. Girish or Salil evenings at 353963. Email

- samudra@post.com.

for sale,

For insertions ring NT Marketing at 543333-36.
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ENTERPRISE
]
Tapari over Tupperware ===
Leaf plates are getting trendier by the minute—and they are
great business for people with few resources.
00 0000000000000 000000000000000000000000000
environment. those living below the poverty line to
Peoplein Kathmandudon'thavethe | beindependentandisfunded by the
time to make theirown @pariswith leaves | UNDPandsupported by organisations
bought from Asan, asthey used tointhe | like the Agricultural Development
days of no television, sinecuresand a Bank, the Federation of Nepalese
shockingamount of leisure time. Chambersof Commerceand Industry
Sunmaya Tamangstill sells bundles of (FNCCI) and the District Development . . .
green salleaves for Rs’ each, but Committee(DDC). TEEJ F UN: Fasting women dressed in red saris dance the day away at
neighbouring complains that her customersare now MEDEP spendsRs 5,700 perhead Pashupati on Tuesday, 21 August.
Nawalparasi. The | demandingfewer raw leaves, whichmake | onaverage tosupportmicro-enterprises
flooroftheroom— | hermore money, and more readymade, like tapari-making, candle-, bamboo
moreashed, really—is | perfecty-shaped taparis. “Peopledon’t rack-and pickle-production, to namea
strewnwith bundlesof have the timeanymore, or perhaps the few. Peoplewith MEDEP loans are
leaf platesand the cuttings | younger generation doesn’tknowhowto | takinghomeaboutRs3,500amonth,
thatcomeoffthe machine make them,” she says, hurrying tofinish | and providea monthly income to others
thatpressesand trims the plates anorderfor 100. like Min Bahadurand Prii Maya. And
into shape. Itis a fairly simple, if The “factory” where Min Bahadur tapariis the star of this show.
ALOK TUMBAHANGPHEY energy-intensive process. Min Bahadur and Priti Maya cater to this new laziness Asword of thebusiness hasspread,
omeautumn thisyear,andwomen | and Priti Maya placeabunch of the isowned by Ganesh Neupane, who says more people have been askingabout the
c inthejunglesof theMahabharat | stitched ur-plates, asitwere, on the hehasalso comealongway. Hestarted | possibility of setting up theirown
and Churia hillswill once more machine’s die, where one hefty pull ofa offwithaRs 9,000 loan at 16 percent businesses. Nawalparasialready has four
sally forth to collect the fallen leavesof | lever “stamps” them into shape. The from the Micro Enterprise Development taparifactories, one of which was
sal trees. No, itisn’t cattle fodder. Each coupleis paid 10 paisa for every tapari, Program (MEDEP) obuy thedieand the | reportedlysold forahandsomeprofitby | HERITAGE TAX: Tourists visiting Hanuman Dhoka on 17 Agusut,
leafwill be folded overand stitched with | and each stamps outaround 500 well- machine. MEDEPisa project thathelps | theownerwhowanted ostart puzzled at a sign announcing a new fee to enter the city’s historic core.
lictle twigs and then sold to other shaped leaf plates everyday. Together something bigger. Yadunath Bhatta
manufacturerswho usediemachines o they earnaboutRs 3,000 amonth, from Nuwakot hasalso recendy bought
give thestitched leafashape and makethe | money their family of four desperately amachine and die. Hewill pay around
traditional leaf-plate called tapari. needs.. “Itisalot of hard work, but the Rs24 forabundleof 100 unfinished
Eatingongreensandshowingyour | moneyisagreatsupport—we could plates from thewomen of thearea, pay
respect for theenvironmentisn’tjustabout | barely manage before we started doing two people to give them their final
afashion statementanymore—italso this,” says Man Bahadur, flicking the shape, and then sell them for Rs 50-75
supportsamicro-enterprise thathelps sweat offhisforehead. ‘per 100 readymade taparis.
many people below the poverty linein Taparimakingisa pretty sound “Thisindustry haseconomic,
Nawalparasi get on their feet. profession, because demand for the environmental and social advantages. It
Man Bahadur Tamangand hiswife traditional disposable plates keeps is cheap toset up, doesn t require other
Priti Mayaare from Chitwan. Duringrice | growing, especially in Kathmandu and raw materialsand it plays a major role
plantingand harvesting time they helpout | Bhaktapur. Traditional Newar feasts =| inoursocial life,” says Rajan KC,
farmersin the area, buteveryday the rest where taparisare essential, are far from E program managerof MEDEPin ABOVE THE CLOUDS: View of Kathmandu Valley from an early
of theyear they make tapariand bota,a dyingout. What's more, many of the 3| Nawalparasi. Ganesh, Min Bahadur, morning Buddha Air flight during a lull in the monsoon on Monday, 20
smaller version, shaped like a shallow Valley's elite are also using them at their 2 Pritt Mayaand Yadunath Bhatta August. The night’s rains have washed away the haze and Langtang
bowl, inaone-room factoryin soirees to show their concern for the 3 couldn’tagree more. looms in the distance.
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Under My Hat

by Kunda
nim‘

At the drop of a hat

National Census hold up approximately half the

sky, staged a successful 24-hour relay hunger
strike this week in order to wish the men in their
lives more health and wealth. So there is nothing
left to do for those of us who still call ourselves
men but to also go on a solidarity liquid diet and
raise our glasses collectively to the future
happiness, prosperity and relentless progress of
womanhood in general and ladies from Nepal in
particular. Only if the fair and not-so-fair sex move
hand-in-glove will we able to turn Nepal into
Afghanistan in the not so foresecable future.

While our red wives went singing all the way to
Pashupati to pray for us, we took outa torch procession
from Bhotahity via Asan to Thamel at which point the
julus turned into a mass
meeting at one of the more
popular watering holes where
we proceeded to tank up. T
wouldn’t say that any of us
were exactly sloshed by
evening, but we were definitely
not feeling any pain.

While one group of
women was praying for divine
intervention to make their
respective husbands less like
dorks, another group in
Nepalgunj was busy showing
the entire nation what a bunch
of arsons they are. Itis hard to
say which group of women has
been more effective in making
Nepali men more socially
responsible. Butitwould be
safe to assert without fear or
favour to either method, and
taking into account the need to

N epali women, who according to the latest

address the national past-time of Nepali males to make
perfect jackasses of themselves at the drop of a hat, that
there are pros and cons to both the ultra-violent method
as well as the more peace-loving way of hunger strikers
for achieving the goal of gender empowerment for all
sexes by the year 2020. OK, you can stop twisting my
arm now.

Whatever the case, we are already seeing results of
the vice squad’s dry drive: the All Nepal Independent
Men Above Legal Drinking Age (Revolving) have gone
underground to take part in a thriving bootlegging
business selling famous Nepali brands cleverly disguised
on store shelves as disinfectants and medicines. The ads
have also been changed to pass on the subtle message of
the real contents inside:

Moonshine Raxi: “Use as varnish, nail-polish

remover, or motorcycle fuel.
Not!”

Khukri Rum: “Stomach
ache? The runs? Take two pegs
four times a day after meals and
getyour tummy back on its
feet.”

Mt Everest Whiskey:
“Instant relief from altitude
sickness. Works atany
elevation—even at sea level.”

Tceberg Beer: “Remove acne
with this rehydration therapy.
What you taste is only the tip
of the iceberg.”

Ambassador Vodka: “From
plenipotentiary to proletariat.
Try out our amazing duty-free

gover.”

Rangeela: “Aromatic
massage ointment for aches and
pains. Apply liberally and go
oink oink.”

-
£
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Karan’s wild side

Phulchoki was named enjoying being on the wild side. But,

A snake he discovered on  Conservation Area, or simply

after him in the Russian Karan insists modestly: “From the
Journal of Herpetology. He's time | started my student life up to
discovered or been instrumental  now—I have considered myself a
in the discovery in Nepal of 26 student and will continue to do so.”
new herpetofauna (frogs, lizards, ~Karan is happiest packing his bags
snakes and such cold-blooded and following a distant mountain trail,
delights), of which seven were picking up lizards, worms and
forms of reptilian life the world training his binoculars at a distant
had never seen before. But the slope looking for blue sheep.
latest discovery of this modest While surveying the Upper
Nepali herpetologist have been  Mustang Biodiversity Conservation
larger creatures with rather more  Project of the King Mahendra Trust
endearing personalities: the for Nature Conservation (KMNTC)

kyang or Tibetan wild ass and the Karan discovered evidence that the
ghola or Tibetan gazelle in the kyang and the ghola might well be
trans-Himalayan region of upper  native to the area. This is the sort of
Mustang. thing a would-be Himalayan Jane

If you're interested in Goodall would go to town on. But the
biodiversity or conservation in unassuming Karan, ever the
Nepal, you already know we're  researcher, says: “It's not about
talking about Karan B Shah, ‘discovering’ things, it simply means
associate professor at Tribhuvan research has never been carried out

VANVHOVHCYE NIA

Karan with the snake named
after him “Karan’s Pit Viper,

and (below) a rare picture of
wild ass in Upper Mustang.

University. Karan has traversed in the region.” The Tibetan wild ass suspected there might be herds of
Nepal, whether working with the  and gazelle were not thought fo exist  wild ass that migrate across the
National Geographic Society in Nepal, but because upper Mustang  border.

filming snow leopards in the has few human inhabitants and much Karan was born in Dadeldhura,
wilderness of Dolpo, conducting  the same environment and landscape ~ studied in Bombay and has an
feasibility studies for the Manaslu as Tibet, conservationists had earlier ~ MSc from Tribhuvan University.

Currently on a sabbatical at the
Natural History Museum in
Swayambhu, Karan is a regular
source of expertise for international
conservation outfits.

All this has left little time for
Karan to finish his PhD. He has
trouble finding a supervisor who
accepts the kind of work he does.
Good luck with the gazelles,
Karan.
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