
#58 31 August - 6 September 20 pages Rs 20

Always Clear
Always Sharp

ComputerLand Building, Ramshah Path, Kathmandu
Tel: 431199, 431746, 430858-9  Fax: 430641
Email: sales@cth.ccsl.com.np
The Total Solutions Company

Authorised Distributor:

use original hp
inks and paper

* Stay away from imitations and refills

King G�s
100days

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

BINOD BHATTARAI
or someonewhohadtogetover the
personal grief and shock ofmultiple
murders in his family, and being

thrust onto to the throne, King Gyanendra
ismoving remarkably swiftly to fulfil the
role of an active constitutionalmonarch.

The king is now coming out with
assertive press statements,makinghimself
andQueenKomalmore visible in the
public eye, and subtly rebuilding the image
of a batteredmonarchy.Gone is the stern,
frowning face with eyes hidden behind
shades. The newGyanendra is seen
publicly with an open smile and warm
gestures.

KingGyanendra has also increased the
tempowith which he is receiving visitors at
the palace andNirmalNiwas: foreign
dignitaries, diplomats, politicians, ex-
generals anddomesticmedia barons. Senior
palace sources told us the aim is tomore
closely feel the nation�s pulse.

The king is an early riser, up by 5:00
AM. Among the first things he does is go
through themorning newspapers. He puts
in a gruelling 12hour day, sometimes in
back-to-backmeetings right through.The
palace secretariats dealingwithpress,
politics,military andprivate affairs, which
were in disarray after the royalmassacre of 1
June are settling down to normal duties.
But there is one difference:Narayanhiti
bureaucrats nowhave to report towork one
hour earlier than they used to, prepare
briefing documents for the king and fixing
hismeetings and appointments.

No one is willing to say howmuch the
king is involved with the country�s day-to-
day politics, butmost people interviewed
for this article say he ismore hands-on than
his brother, Birendra. TheKing told Puskar
Lal Shrestha ofNepal Samacharpatra last
week: �Unlikemybrother, I cannot just sit
and watch the country and the people slide
into this situation.�The statement raised
eyebrows in ruling circles, butwas generally
well received. Later therewere doubts about
whether the king actually said those exact
words, but the palace did not deny the
statement. Sources say the king is keenly
aware thatmanyNepalis still don�t believe
the truth of the palacemassacres, and also of
the image problems that he and his son,

Paras, still face.
In his weeklymeetings with prime

minister SherBahadurDeubaon
Thursday evenings, King Gyanendra is
said to be pro-active and offers his own
ideas and suggestions.Despite this, he is
said tomake it a point not to overstep his
constitutional limits.Theking is briefed
indetail aboutmajor government
decisions like the ceasefire, overtures to
theMaoists and the talks that started this
week. Even so, there appears to be a great
deal of skepticism in the palace and
among royal familymembers about the
efficacy ofDeuba�s �revolutionary� land
reformplan. So far, the primeminister�s
actions appear to be yielding results,
although there are still doubts about
which way the talk will go, if anywhere.

Political analysts have been surprised
by the ease with whichDeuba has
managed to bring themain opposition
UMLon his side. Because of this,
important initiatives that earlier stalled
theHouse formonths have sailed
through: like theparamilitary ordinance
and the setting up of regional
commissioners. Is the kingworking
behind-the-scenes to smooth things out?
Many have no doubts he is.

Sources say the palace has its own
direct line of communicationswith the
Maoists. And so far palace officials are not
unduly worried about the call for
republicanismcoming fromthe extreme
left. It is seen as a bargaining chip for
future talks, and also a way to placate a
radicalised cadre.

However, the royalmassacrehas
raised questions that still need answers.
The king is in a dilemma: to clear his
own name, he needs to conclusively
prove to the public that Dipendra did it,
but doing so wouldmean washing a lot
of royal linen in public. The strategy for
now seems to be not to exhume the
tragedy thus dragging the palace again
into controversy, and to play it by ear.

There have been at least two known
studies�one by government and one by
the palace�after theChief Justice�s
investigationwas completedon14 June.
But no one, not even in parliament, has
been told about their findings.

TheNepaliCongress saidafter the
massacre the palace needed to bemore
transparent and people-friendly for its own
longevity. The palace ordered a review of its
security, and even fired royal aides, but no
one knows why somewere sacked while
others were not. �At the very least the
parliament should be in the know because it
is something that affects theNepali people,�
saysNarahariAcharya of theNepali
Congress.

Themain oppositionUMLhas
publicly rejected theMaoist call for a
republic but says themonarchy should
change with the times. The 22nd meeting of
its Central Committee decided that the
monarchyhas to bemore transparent and
democratic. It says themonarchy itself
should be thinking about how to do this
rather than suspect politicalmotives. �We
cannot get anywhere by running away from
reality,� says Raghuji Pant, aUMLMPwho
advocates reforms, including laws allowing
female succession. �

KingGyanendra
wants to be a
pro-active

monarch, and is
trying to feel the
nation�spulse.
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by CK LALSTATE OF THE STATE

omething seems to have gone
horribly wrong with our destiny.
Like ordinary people everywhere,

commonNepalis crave peace. But our
country has rarely seen peace in its two
and half centuries of existence.

Treaty of Sugauli in 1816 put a stop
to the expansionist dreams of Shah kings.
But court intrigues and internal conflicts
became evenmore routine. Generations
of Nepalis have suffered the agonies of
anticipation of peace, but our rulers
always let us down. All wars ultimately
come to an end, but the torment of
waiting for the peace to break out has
been excruciating.

After the KotMassacre of 14 Septem-
ber 1846, Nepal was rent for a century by
a feud between feudal cousins: the Shahs
and Ranas. Just when the democratic
experiment of replacing the bullet by the
ballot has started taking root after the
political upheavals of 1950, King
Mahendra hijacked the popular will in
the winter of 1960. He put the prime
minister behind bars, suspended the
constitution, dissolved parliament, and
became an absolute ruler. For 30 years,
there was a tense ceasefire between the
people and their king.

Peoples� power made a triumphant
comeback, riding the wave of the Popular
Movement in 1990. Forces of tradition
symbolised by the king and agents of
change, andmodernity represented by
political parties reached an understand-
ing. For once, it appeared that Nepal

would cease to
be at war with
itself.

But peace it
was not to be.
The gods of war
createdMaoists
in Nepal even
when the world,
includingMao�s
own country,
had come to the
conclusion that
the Great
Helmsman�s
revolutionary
ways were too
cruel for
contemporary
civilisation.

In a conflict

King Gyanendra may not have as easy a time with
absolutism as his father and elder brother did.

The power of one
between countries, a nation rises or falls
with its victory or loss. But when a
country is at war with itself, it is the
sole loser. If the ongoing talks between
Maoists and the government fail, we
will once again fall into the inferno of
unending conflict. A war without
direction and purpose. The possibility
of breakdown of peace talks between
the government and theMaoists is
frightening enough, but it�s the threat of
a re-assertive monarchy that makes the
resumption of conflict evenmore
menacing.

King Gyanendra told Nepal
Samacharpatra last week that he could
not remain a mute spectator to the
sufferings of Nepali people like his elder
brother. The king reportedly said, �The
popular grievance is that people have
been made butt of ridicule, and
continue to be exploited in the name of
democracy. That shows the gravity of
the situation. People are unable to live
quietly in the absence of peace and
security.� The king went on to add: �At
the plight of the people, I can not keep
quite like my elder brother.�

Drenched in the poignancy of lost
opportunity and exuding remarkable
confidence, the king�s statement was
cleverly crafted. Some of the Nepali
original is so complex that capturing its
nuance in English is next to impossible.
But the warning that the king seems to
have given to the political class (includ-
ing theMaoists) is clear and unambigu-
ous: behave, or else. It is this tone that
has set alarm bells ringing, and the
corridors of Singha Durbar continue to
reverberate even a week after the
statement appeared in print.

Nepal Samacharpatra said that it
had the king�s consent in publishing his
views. Since the inordinately observant
hawks of Narayanhiti haven�t contested
that claim, it appears that the statement
was intended for the effect that it had.
Suddenly politicians are cultivating
restraint, and their public utterances
have become guarded.

After his stint as the head of
coalition government five years ago,
Sher Bahadur Deuba has acquired the
reputation of beingmore accommoda-
tive to the demands of every one other
than his own party. If King Gyanendra
means what he says, then he has an

unusually pliant PrimeMinister to do
his bidding.

The Holeri fiasco has also morally
disarmed theMaoists. For someone so
shrill in his criticism of the new king in
the wake of 1 June massacre, Dr
Baburam Bhattarai�s present silence on
King Gyanendra is deafening.Will the
Maoists assist the king if he decides
not to be a �mute spectator� like his
elder brother and take things in his
own hands?

But a repetition of the 1960 royal
take-over is fraught with unpredictable
dangers. Even if theMaoists and a
section of political parties in the
country were to support such a move,
King Gyanendra will not have as easy a
time with absolutism as his father and
elder brother had.

Even if onewere to dismiss the
conspiracy theories doing the rounds of
middle-class drawing roomsof
Kathmandu, there is nodenying the fact
thatKingGyanendra�s ascension to the
Shah throne has not been in the normal
course of the right ofmale primogeniture.
It was a nightmarish catastrophe of
history that activated Sub-Clause 6 of
Clause 34 of theConstitution of
KingdomofNepal1990.KingGyanendra
becamewhat he is by the provisions of a
constitution that is based on the
conviction that �the source of sovereign
authority of the independent and
sovereignNepal is inherent in its people�.

Nothing stops the king fromacting
for and onbehalf of the people according
to the letter and spirit of the constitu-
tion.But a constitutionalmonarch
cannot even exercise authority, let alone
wield control. Since a symbolic head of
state can do nowrong, it�s not for him to
decidewhat is right. All he can do is exert
hismoral influence in the decisions to be
made according to the provisions of the
constitution.

Girija PrasadKoirala bemoaning the
erosion in the respect of the institution of
monarchy, andKingGyanendra laying
the blame on the doors of politicians for
all ills besetting the nationwill not lead
us anywhere.

Maoist-government confrontations
are bad for the prospect of peace in the
country.Amonarchywaiting in thewings
to assert itself will needlessly complicate
an alreadymessy situation. �
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THREEMONTHS LATER
It has been three months since the nightmare of the royal massacre
traumatised Nepalis with the unthinkable horror of an unimaginable
crime. Our nation has not come to terms with it. Time is a slow healer
when the truth is too shocking to contemplate. It is still much easier to fall
back on explanations of geopolitical intrigue and tangled conspiracies.

With quintessentially Nepali survival instincts we have moved on,
disbelieving and storing away troubled thoughts in some deep recess of
our minds pretending that out of mind will mean out of sight. But every
time we pass the western gates of Naryanhiti, every time we see the
family portrait of the deceased royal family being sold by  sidewalk
hawkers, we are reminded of the truth that lies locked up in a vault inside.

To be sure, there are good reasons to try to move on. And we have. Not
everyone is convinced about the “who”, but there is little doubt now. We
are not entirely sure of the “why”. Maybe it will not serve any purpose to
know the why, maybe the why is so scandalous for the royal family, so
bewildering for the nation, so monstrously disturbing for human nature
itself that it should be allowed to rest. But there is a national sense that
someone somewhere still owes the Nepali people an explanation.

Despite this calamitous crisis, and the efforts by extremists to foment
and cash in on the panic and chaos, the ship of state is still afloat al-
though it took a lot of water. The royal succession, however flawed, went
by the book. The resignation of the prime minister was messy, but no
messier than in democracies elsewhere. The army is still trying to sort
out the ambiguity of command, but after Rolpa showed that it erred on the
side of caution. The new head of government has shown he is keen to
take the Maoist bull by the horns, and is going about it purposefully with
precisely sequenced interventions. It may appear that he is giving away
too much, it may seem like he is pinning too much hope on the talks, he
may have foolishly opened a can of worms with land reform and his
inability to assuage jittery business and investors.

But you have hand it to Sher Bahadur Deuba: he has his eyes firmly on
the prize. This is a man who wants to go down in the history books as
someone who slayed the dragon and allowed a grateful nation to live
happily ever after. Whoever his advisers are, there is direction and there is
movement. For the first time in more than a year, you get the sense that
there is someone in the driver’s seat. OK, the bus is still lurching from
side to side and it does teeter perilously on the edge sometimes, but at
least there is someone up in front struggling to keep this runaway jalopy
on the road.

King Gyanendra is smart enough to know that he has to win the trust of
the people before all else. And in the past weeks we have seen the
palace discretely stepping up its public relations moves: photo-ops of the
smiling king and queen at temples and festivals, Prince Paras offering
puja at Dakshinkali, and getting no-nonsense statements attributed to
King Gyanendra into the press. One memorable quote on how he is not
going sit idly by (unlike his elder brother) while the country goes down the
tubes has stood out. It has made politicians jittery, while the business
elite which depends on political stability is pinning its hopes on a more
assertive monarch to set things right. Even Kathmandu-based donors
and diplomats who have met the king are most impressed, and are
privately voicing the unthinkable: a Musharaff-type way out of the impasse.

That would be a mistake. For one thing, we tried absolutism for 30
years (12 years of that under Gyanendra’s autocratic-minded father,
Mahendra) and that didn’t work. Besides, Nepali democracy is finally
beginning to find its feet. Despite the bungling, disarray and mis-manage-
ment, this is a polity that has the potential of delivering the goods. Some
would argue these are the very characteristics that provide the safety
valves that gives Nepal the resilience that it shows in times of trouble. No
one doubts that our elected leaders have so far abjectly misused their
mandate and squandered the freedoms of the new
constitution. But the system is working itself out.

So far, King Gyanendra has steadfastly main-
tained that he is willing to go as far as he can, but
only within the parameters laid down by the constitu-
tion for the role of monarch. He does not seem
unduly concerned about the Maoist sloganeering on
turning Nepal into a republic, and has said it is
ultimately up to the people whether they want a
monarchy or not.

  Prime minister Deuba for his part has cobbled
together an unlikely alliance of parliamentary parties
and won the grudging support of his own Nepali
Congress for talks with the Maoists which began
Thursday. Even if the talks lead nowhere, and this is
quite likely, the fact that he has brought us this far is
a good sign. You must give the man his due.

S
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S
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LASTORDERS
Daniel Lak’s “Last orders,
please” (# 57) presents a
narrow view of the threat-
ened ban on alcohol. I agree
with him that banning
alcohol is doomed to failure,
but before commenting that
the teetotal mission may be
misplaced shouldn’t we ask
why women resort to alcohol
bans in the first place?
Millions of women, girls and
boys the world over (includ-
ing untold numbers in
Nepal), are victims of
alcohol-fuelled domestic
violence. In a patriarchal
society like Nepal  the
majority of women have no
control over domestic
resources, including cash
income, purse strings are
firmly held by men. Many
poor men spend some of
the little cash income
earned on booze and
cigarettes, instead of putting
it towards much needed
food, clothing and schooling
for their families. Is it any
wonder that women are
collectively driven by des-
peration to drastic meas-
ures such as alcohol bans?

Alcoholism is often a symptom
of poverty. Raising women’s
subordinate status in the
household and community,
empowering them to share
control of domestic and
community development
resources with men, will
contribute far more to reducing
poverty, alcoholism and
domestic violence. I propose
that “we foreigners, rich
Kathmandu-wallahs and other
elite types” think twice before
we smugly “sip our
chardonnay, our single malts
after dinner…ban or no ban”.

Michelle Moffatt
Sanepa

INDIAN CONNECTION
Thank you CK Lal for calling a
spade a spade in drawing
attention to the Maoists’ India
connection in “The chicken
neck” (#57). I am a student
and am always reading about
the Indian government saying
Nepal is used by the ISI for
anti-India activities. Then why
are Nepali terrorists operating
out of Indian territory? If
Prachanda is operating openly
out of Siliguri, why isn’t the
Indian government taking him

in? The Maoists are against
the monarchy which is a
symbol of national unity and
integrity. They are anti-nation-
alists and should be dealt with
once and for all.

Rita KC
by email

MORE CEILINGS

Why stop at a land ceiling?
“Capital fright” (#57). Why not
have a house ceiling? People
only need one house to live in,
confiscate extra houses and
give them to the poor. And
money. Confiscate money
from the rich and give it to the
poor. Sher Bahadurji, don’t
promise the people what you
can’t deliver.

“ Desh Bhakta ”
United States

OUTRAGED
I live in the United States and

read with amazement and
disgust that a country with
some of the best soldiers in
the world cannot protect our
own women and children from
being trafficked for prostitution
to India at the rate of 100,000
a year. With the joint effort of
Nepal and India, this criminal
activity can be curbed. I am
outraged by the lack of out-
rage in Nepal over this issue.

Tanarasoo Kupusamy
United States

Thank you for “Silent state
violence” (#55) by Dr Aruna
Uprety on unsafe abortions in
Nepal. Poor Nepali women do
not currently have access to
safe abortions, and many
women suffer as a result of
the illegal abortions per-
formed on them. But the
article does not mention any
of the other options Nepalis
have: contraception and
adoption. Why did the man not
have a vasectomy? Or could
they not have given their child
to one of the many infertile
couples in Nepal? It is doubt-
ful whether legalising abortion
will change the availability of

safe abortions for poor
women in Nepal. The inability
of most rural hospitals and
clinics, both private and
government, to perform
currently legal minor surgery,
suggests that they will not be
able to perform abortions
either, if and when they
become legal. Legalisation
will likely only help to as-
suage the guilty conscience of
the rich women having
abortions at urban private
clinics, and make it easier for
enterprising doctors to make
larger amounts of money
providing abortion services.
Besides, the safety of even
“safe” abortions is not certain.
As Dr Uprety is committed to
helping the helpless, there is
another helpless person we
are discussing here: the baby.
Let us preserve the lives of
both women and children in
Nepal by encouraging the use
of contraception and adoption,
which are legal, free, and safe
for both women and children.
Legalising abortion will not
solve anything.

Dr Les Dornon
Tansen, Palpa

RAJBANSHI

Pramod Mishra’s idea about
utilising the late King
Birendra’s assets “King
Birendra’s legacy” (#56) is
undoubtedly thought provok-
ing. How about a significant
proportion of it being
specifically for the education
and upliftment of people like
Rajbanshis? Like Mr
Mishra, I grew up with them
reading Mahendra Mala.
Sadly, many indigenous
peoples like koches have
been not only displaced
over the years, but made
landless tenants and
servants.

KR Rai
UK

CORRECTION
In Navin Singh Khadka’s
“Dolpo’s endangered
species are in danger again”
(#57) an editing error on
page 7 gave the impression
that 50 snow leopards have
been killed by poachers. The
relevant sentence should
read: “Snow leopards have
killed 50 blue sheep in the
Shey area”.  -Ed

eNepalisneverreallymournedthe
passingofKingBirendra.Whichis
whywestill get a joltwhenwesee

KingGyanendracarryingouthis latebrother�s
functions, likeaddressingparliamentorvisiting
templesonKrishnaAstami.Weall felt the
shock,watchedwithhorror theritualof
multiplecremations.Butweskippedthepart
ofmourningbecausebeforethenewsofthe
massacrehadevensunkin,wewere instanta-
neously carried away by the titillation of
whodunit, the circumstances of the royal
massacre being such that everyonewas
deathly curious about the identity of the
murderer.Amidst the swirling rumours, the
very belief in the identity of the killer
becamepoliticised�incongruously, you
were considered a royalist if you stated that
on the basis of available evidence (primarily
the accounts of thewitnesses before the
inquiry commission) thatDipendrawas the
likely killer. In themidst of this, there
wasn�tmuch time for the sorrowof
bereavement. And thus as a nationwe lost
the therapeutic advantages ofmourning.

So, here we are today a country and
populace still in denial: of the identity of
the killer, and deep down, the very fact of
the death of theKingBirendra andhis
family.Under anyother circumstance, and
in any country other than this one, we
would have reached that point of belief
because seeking it was the next logical thing
to do.Not so in theHimalayankingdom�
for even as we tried to surface from the
death and ashes, there was theMaoist
challenge staring us in the face.With
comradesBaburamandPrachanda trying to
turn the royal deaths to their �republican�
advantage, thementalwaters gotmuddied
once again, and public attention got
engagedwith tackling the political future.

Does this look and feel like a country
that has lost a kingwhose reign lasted
nearly thirty years?No.Whichbrings up
the question: what kind of a people are we?
The fact is, however, that there is nothing
wrongwith the people ofNepal. It is just
that we are still in incredible confusion
which feeds the denial. The shattered
national psyche is not in the process of
healing. Everythinghas beenput onhold, a

Narayanhiti whodunit. Who cares?
by KANAK DIXITOPINION

Whether to absolve Dipendra or to indict him posthumously, it was important that
everyone (conspiratorialist, rationalist, or royalist) who cared for the country de-
mand that parliament hold hearings on the royal massacre.
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W kindofmass suspension of belief, and
Nepalis hope for a daywhenwe can finally
begin to believe again.

There is a national state of depression,
if wewould recognise it. Friendswho land
atTribhuvan InternationalAirport report a
listlessness, an unsmiling reception, an air of
preoccupation. Perhaps there is some
exaggeration there, butwe have certainly
not bounced back as a people. This affects
our plans, our economy, our development,
our national energy.And themain reason is
that the demon of death has not yet been
put to rest. The people whomatter, in
politics, in academia, inmedia, are intent
on looking the otherway.They have not
lived up to their responsibility of looking
deeper into the royal palacemassacre so
that there is a departure from it into the
future. Sure, there are enoughmembers of
this intelligentsia who profess not to believe
that �Dipendra did it�, but neither have
they gone any deeper themselves or shown a
commitment to their conviction to do their
investigations and analyses, and comeup
with plausible alternative explanations.

TheseKathmandueducated,whobear
some responsibility, in trying to put an end
to themass confusion, have not donemuch
in the last threemonths to probe deeper
into the issue. Instead, like childrenwho
wet their beds and continue to sleep in the
momentarywarmth(mootkonyano), theyare
willingtoacceptthecomfortofhalf-explana-
tions.It takesmuchtoomuchcommitment,
intellect, courageandanalytical skill todo
otherwise.Theyarewillingtowallowinthe
half-lightofambiguity,andtheydonothave
thehonestyofpurpose tospeakoutopenlyon
whattheydoanddonotbelieve�acynical
relianceonrumour-mongeredsuggestionsthat
�Dipendradidnotdoit� isconsidered
sufficient.

They arewilling to believe theworst of
the present king,Gyanendra, but they
wouldn�t lay the killings onhimcompletely.
Theywant to believe that �India did it�,
but do not seek explanations and evidence
that will take us further in that direction.
They insist that Paras was the culprit, but
prefer not to give any credence to his
testimonybefore the commission, and that

of eight others, who testified to the fact that
Dipendra had let loose.

But the biggest failure of all has been
that of our parliamentarians, those guard-
ians of the public interest, who should have
called a hearing before a special commission
(in fact, they should have called a special
session, no less), to delve further into the
matters raised and left unanswered by the
commission of theChief Justice and the
Speaker.That commission took in evidence
whichpointed atDipendra,without passing
judgement. As formotive, that issuewas left
unaddressed.

Our parliament is sovereign, and it is
still in session. If our lawmakers knewhow
to govern rather than to fake it with such
absolute sincerity, then the opportunity is
still open to them�to establish a hearing to
look into the royal palace killings. A hearing
whichwould evaluate once again all the
evidence taken by the commission, the
videotapes of the testimony given, forensic
studies as required, and call inwitnesses
including�all the royal andun-royal
witnesses at the site of themassacre, all the
civilianandmilitarystaffnearby,Devayani

Ranaandherparents, themedical teamat the
ArmyHospital, thechiefof thearmy�s
Narayanhitidetail,theCommander-in-Chief,
thefriendsofDipendraandDevayani,and
anyoneelsewhocouldprovideanykindof
backgroundastoDipendra�s loveofthegun,
his impulses,his relationshipwithhisparents,
siblingsandlarger family,andtheextentto
whichthe loveaffair�sprogressiontomarriage
mayhavebeenstymied.

Anyandeverypersonwhotrulybelieves
therehasbeenaconspiracy leadingto the
Narayanhitimassacremustcall forsucha
hearing.Onlythenwill thingsbecomeclearer.
If suchahearingbringsquestions tothe fore
thatcastdoubtonthe testimonyof the
witnesseswhopoint their fingers squarelyat
Dipendra, thenat least thewaywillbeclear
forus tobelieve inaconspiracy.Ontheother
hand, if thehearingtends tore-establish
Dipendra�shandinthekillings, thenthepublic
willhaveconfirmedfor itapoint-of-viewthat
still remains restricted toonlya fewin
Kathmandu.

Whether to absolveDipendra or to
indict himposthumously, itwas important
that everyone (conspiratorialist, rationalist,

or royalist) who cared for the country
demand that parliamentholdhearings on
the royalmassacre. But other than a few
weak voices that quickly went silent, there
was no such demand.That is becausewhere
it matters at the top we are still a feudal
society, where those in power as well as
thosewhohave the responsibility of leading
public opinion prefer to let sleeping dogs lie
and rumours fly�donothingyourself other
thanpontificate.This ultimatelyweakens
parliamentary democracy because it
weakens the positionofKingGyanendra,
whose responsibility and duty it is to use all
that is vested in him as constitutional
monarch to protect this systemof govern-
ment.

Ourmentality is still stuckat the levelof
theKathmandunobilityat thetimeof theKot
Massacre:knowwhichwaythewindis
blowing, raiseahullabalooas longas itdoes
notmatter, andgoquietwhenitdoes.And
maybe, rather thanhaveahistory,acentury
later someonewillwritea�historicalnovel�
abouttheNarayanhitiKanda.

Modern-dayNepal andNepalis deserve
better than that. �
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by DANIEL LAKHERE AND THERE

he latest assertion of medieval rights by the Taleban movement
in Afghanistan seems absurd, but it is yet another Great Leap
Backward in a land beset by tragedy. The Internet is now

forbidden territory to anyone on Afghan soil. It�s a decree that
mostly affects government offices and international NGOs, given the
scarcity of home computers, electricity and phone connections.

The Taleban have decreed that just a single Internet connection
will be allowed in Kabul, at an undisclosed location and under the
supervision of �a reliable person�. Even as this announcement was
made, the opposition to the Taleban, the Northern Alliance declared
that browsing, surfing and downloading were still perfectly legal in
the small sliver of Afghanistan not controlled by the mullahs from
Kandahar. That is, as soon as the Internet connection was up and
running in the town of Faizabad. And, er, there�s still a slight
problem of non-existent electricity supply, and the generator�s been
on the blink for a week now, but soon. It�s a propaganda move at
best, with no benefits for ninety percent of the country.

Afghanistan�like most places in the grip of intractable dis-
putes�has a lively and fractious presence on theWorldWideWeb.
Since the early days of the Internet, Afghans in exile have posted
opinions, poetry and polemic about the tragedy of their homeland.
Royalists, Islamists, republicans and culture vultures swap insults
and e-mail addresses in chat rooms. After 22 years of war, people
fight dirty and theWeb is no exception. A quick look at the official
site of the Taleban, www.taleban.com, may just provide an explana-
tion for the ban.

The site has been hacked into and crudely defaced. The Anglo
Saxon word that begins with �f� and ends with �k� appears no less
than twelve times on the home page. A picture of America�s most

Tale-ban.com

wanted man, Osama Bin Laden, appears over a caption accusing him
of a sexual act that is both illegal and decidedly unwise. There are
odd references to �drinking blood� and �hating Islam�. It�s rather
ugly and extremely provocative.

But there must be more. Perhaps it�s the fact that most traffic on
the Internet, excluding e-mail, involves pornography or gambling.
The Taleban are notoriously tetchy about both. To investigate, I
went to my favourite search engine and tapped in the words �afghan�

and �sex�. Quite a few pages came up. The lead entry was a long
script about two people named Brad and Kathy making love on a
knitted wool blanket, an item that my mother would call an
�afghan�. Next came a long dissertation from theWestminster
Kennel Club of Great Britain, telling me far more than I ever
wanted to know about the diet, grooming and sex life of the
�Afghanhound�.

I thought I�d struck gold with a chat room for Afghans in
Persian that is supposed to be a place for couples to meet, but it�s
been closed for three years. A few headlines promising �Kabuli
girls� turn out to be from India-based porn sites, offering a
cornucopia of Asian ethnic bliss to lonely late night browsers in
Delhi. (Hint: they�re not in Kabul, and they may not even be
girls). So in the end, I found little to offend even the Taleban,
assuming they regularly troop into cyber cafes, prop their
Kalashnikovs by the door and train their marksmen�s eyes on
themonitor.

No, the Taleban are forcing their country off-line for classic
authoritarian reasons. They want complete social control, and the
web is amorphous, beyond the strictures of religion or national
law. A dissident, a satirist, even an ordinary mortal living abroad
can� through the Internet�slip unnoticed into a home in Kabul,
perhaps even talk to a woman. Now that they�re no longer allowed
to venture out in public, those few Afghan women with computers
at home were indeed using technology to shed some light on
otherwise dreary lives. The loss of that opportunity is a tragedy on
a tiny scale, given everything else that Afghanistan endures. But it�s
yet another step towards the Dark Ages in a land that has hardly
been allowed to experience the twentieth century. �

Another great leap backward in Afghanistan.
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RAMYATA LIMBU
igh in themountain village
of oldMarpha, in an apple
orchard overlooking theKali

Gandaki, the akarkara (Anacyclus
Pyrethrum), amedicinal plant
indigenous to the temperate desert
ofMorocco, appears to be
adaptingwell toMustang�s dry,
cool climate.

Pratap Singh Rana gets down
on his knees to survey a row of
nondescript looking plants. He
fingers the flowers and leaves,
inspects the roots, and gives a
satisfied nod. Next year Rana,
who supervises Dabur Nepal�s
agri-enterprise centre in Jhong,
old Marpha, hopes to harvest a
healthy crop of akarkara roots�
one of 49 herbs used in Dabur
Chyawanprash, a popular
Ayurvedic health tonic.

If the experiment proves
successful, the company plans to

go for larger-scale cultivation that
would save it tens of thousands in
importing rawmaterial, and give
local farmers an additional source
of income.Marpha villagers have
leased about 50 hectares of land
to Dabur to cultivate a variety of
endangeredmedicinal plants used
in Ayurvedic and Tibetan
medicine. About seven species�
padamchal /Medicinal Rhubarb
(RheumEmodi), kutki
(Picrorrihiza), jatamansi
(Nardostachys jatamansi), kuth
(Saussurea Lappa), and lauth salla
/ Himalayan Yew (Taxus
Baccata)�are inter-cropped with
apple and peach trees.

The trade in Himalayan herbs
has increased rapidly, as Indian
pharmaceutical and aromatic
industries, and international
companies producing natural
products grow and demand
more�andmore exotic�raw

materials.
�Plants are the flavour of the

month,� says Carroll Dunham,
who carries out research and
development in herbal products
forWild Earth, a small private
company she runs with partner,
Laiku Lama. The company, which
started in a single room seven
years ago, today supplies products
to The Body Shop and retails its
own range of herbal products.
Dunham learnt the business the
hard way, struggling with unreli-
able transport, lack of technical
know-how, and processing
problems.

Today,Wild Earth, which
works with some women�s
income-generation organisations,
runs relatively smoothly, and
targets upper middle-class, female
customers, selling them scented
pillows, amulets, herbal soap, and
elixirs�all well-packaged,
complete with a story. �You�ve
got to know your market�it�s
mainly an alternative, New Age
crowd,� says the anthropologist-
turned-entrepreneur. The
company�s products for The Body
Shop, fittingly, include amulets
called Love, Dream, Tranquillity
and Energy, and necklaces named
after the Ayurvedic humours. All
their products, explainsWild
Earth�s promotional material, are
made with �Himalayan herbs,�
and inspired by �ancient healing
recipes of the Orient.� Dunham
also runs an experimental farm in
Nagarkot, growing herbs and
some high altitudemountain
plants. �Sustainability is a
priority for us,� she says.

It is ironic, but not surprising,
that most large retailers in

Europe and the US of herbal, feel
good, �down-to-earth�, �back-to-
basics� products are in fact the
end points of complicated and
growing networks of collection,
supply and processing that stretch
around the world. The Body
Shop, for instance, has another
source in Nepal of its more
traditional merchandise, herbal
bath and body care products.
Alternative Herbal Industries, a
wing of the School of Ecology,
Agriculture andCommunity
Works, supplies The Body Shop
manufacturing unit in India with
raw materials collected by the
underprivileged Praja community
in Chitwan. Themanufacturing
unit then ships the semi-finished
product to England to be
packaged and distributed to
outlets worldwide.

Such initiatives are easy to
understand�they fit our percep-
tion of small-scale cottage
industries, even when they feed
into the supply chains of multina-
tionals like The Body Shop. But
what about a company like
Dabur, which leases vast areas,
introduces new plant and herb
varieties and works with massive
volumes?

Dr TsampaNgawang, an
amchi (practitioner of traditional
Tibetan medicine), appreciates
the joint venture between
Marpha residents and the
Ayurvedic remedy giant. At least,
he says, they are methodical and
concerned about the
sustainability of their project, if
only for commercial reasons.
�Ignorance, over harvesting, and
increase in commercial trade has
threatened some species in forest

areas. Cultivation of these species
is important,� says DrNgawang.

He, andmany like him,
believe that the global herb
business in Nepal, if regulated
starting now, could be a long-
term pillar of the country�s
economy, generating lucrative
opportunities for local income
generation and foreign invest-
ment, one more incentive for
conservation efforts. But, says the
amchi, cultivation needs to be
linked to conservation efforts in a
meaningful way. �Regulatory
government policies made by
planners who don�t have an idea
about the reality on the ground
only make matters worse, and
encourage illegal trade, like that
in yarchagumba,� he says.

After the government set
revenue for yarchagumba, at Rs
500 per piece, the official price
for the fungus is a staggering Rs
80,000 a kilo. The price on the
black market�a mere Rs 30 or so
per piece, no more than Rs 5,000
per kg. The initiative has been
disastrous, for even as official
revenues fall far short of the

expected levels, the black market
is thriving and there is increasing
ecological disturbance as people
hunt high, low and indiscrimi-
nately for the fungus. Govern-
ment officials say theMinistry for
Environment realises its mistake
and plans to revise the tariff on
yarchagumba, which is used as a
tonic in Chinese herbal medicine
and considered an aphrodisiac
bymany.

Dabur officials say they want
to avoid just such a situation, and
keep things above board and, yes,
sustainable. Some of the herbs
andplants thecompanyneedsarenot
yetendangered,butrareandfragile.
Forthese,Daburhascollection

permits.Critics say thisdoesnota
guaranteecompanieswillkeep
collectionwithinsustainable limits,
andthat theefficacyofpermits inthis
casecanonlybegaugedover time.
Mostanalystswespokewithwere
moreconcernedaboutover-harvesting
thantheintroductionofforeign
species.

Themultinationalseemstohave
pickeduponthis, andsince1995has
beentryinganotherwaytosecure
long-termsupplyofmedicinalplants,
particularlythosewhoseharvestingin
thewild isnowbannedor likely tobe
banned,andwhosepriceand
availabilityareunstable.At itsBanepa
nursery�theonlygreenhouseinAsia
formedicinalplants�Daburis
cultivating20species,eightofwhich
are listedasendangered.

Thecompanysells seedlingsat
costprice toencourage farmers to
cultivate theplants,whichthe
companybuysback. TheRs100
millionnursery,wheremoisture,
temperatureandhumidityare
regulatedbycomputers,produces
three-and-a-halfmillionseedlings
everyyear.Theendless rowsof
pamperedplantsare shiftedtoashade
house,wheretheyare�hardened�
beforebeingtransportedtoDabur�s
satellitenurseries inelevendistricts in
Nepal.

Around470,000householdsin
Nepalare involvedincollecting
medicalplantswhoseannualexport
valueisanywherebetween$25-70
million.Theydon�t justcollectplants
theyhavetraditionallyusedfor
therapeuticpurposes, theyare learning
about the importanceofother species
indifferentpartsof theworld.
ChhakkaBahadurLama,former
HumlaMPanddirectorof the
HumlaConservationandDevelop-
mentAssociation, says thiscanget
complicated.�Brokersareourfriends
andfoes,�hesays.�Theygiveus
commercialvalueforourplants,but
theyalso introduceus tonewspecies
thatare indemand.Collectingthese
plantswithoutadequateknowledge,
mayaffectconservation.�

In1994,theAssociationdecided
itwas important toeducatepeople
aboutresourcemanagementofnon-
timberforestproducts(NTFP),
largelymedicinalplantswhichfor
centurieshavebeenasourceof
incomeforHumlis.Communityforest
usergroups identifyareas toharvest
plantsaccordingtoseasonandspecies,
allowingtimeforregenerationand
growth.Theyalsocontrol raw
materialprices andmanagethe
revenuethatplantcollectionand
harvestingbringin.

DistrictForestOffices recordssay
over15,000metrictonsofmedicinal
plantswereharvested inNepal in
1997/98,contributingRs25million
toa total revenueofRs55million
fromNFTP.Thefigures,however,are
derivedfromofficialcollectionand
tradepermits�theydonot take into
account the illegalherbtrade,
especiallywithIndiaandChina.

Mostmedicinalplants�legally
andillegallyobtained�areexported
via the tarai towholesalerswhore-
exporta largevolumeof theseplants
toothercountries incrudeformor
afterprimaryprocessing.Officials
estimate that65-90percentof total
collection inNepal is exportedto
India, therest toGermany, theUK,

Japan,andtheUS.Caughtbetween
ChinaandIndia,bothofwhichhave
well-establishedherbal industriesand
deal in largevolumes, theonlyway
Nepalcanraisesignificantrevenue
fromitsunprocessedherbs is toexport
highvalue/lowvolumeplants like
yarchagumba.Alternatively,saygreen
economists, itwouldincrease
revenuesandhelp inconservation to
processherbs in thecountry, thanto
sendthemoutraw.Increasingend-
productmanufacture, theysay,will

strengthenregulationofthetrade in
commonandrareherbs.

But lackoftechnicalknow-how,
highcapital investment,unclear
regulationsandofteninvestor-
unfriendlycircumstances,have
affectedsuchinitiatives.Herbs
ProductionandProcessing,a
governmentundertakingproducing
aromaticoils likeSancho,Himalayan
MassageOil,andSilajit, is findingit
hardtomeetthedemands�and
standards�ofinternationalcompa-
nies.There is talkofprivatising the
company,whichreportedly losesRs
2.2millionayear.Medium-scale
privatecompanies likeGorkha
Ayurvedare introuble,or like
Shambhala,havealreadyshutdown.

DaburNepal is theonly largefirm
inNepalmanufacturingherbaland
plant-basedproductsnow�the

The global craze for exotic, natural, herbal products has come to Nepal.
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Violence against women
There are a shocking number of instances of sexual
violence against Nepali women. Not that we did not know
but the study by SATHI, a not-for-profit, on rape, incest and
polygamy shows just how bad the situation is. The survey,
which had one hundred respondents in most categories,
reveals that a majority of rape victims (39 percent) are under
the age of 19. Victims of incest, however, belong to all age
groups, with 32 percent belonging to 30-39 age group, 29
percent in the 10-19 age group, and 24 percent in the 20-29
age group. Seventeen percent are above 40.

SATHI says economic dependency and ignorance about
their legal rights makes women vulnerable to such violence,
which reinforces their disadvantaged position in society.
Seventy-one percent of the rape victims SATHI surveyed said
they had no independent source of income. Ironically, 69
percent of women in polygamous marriages are under 40—in
most awareness programs and action plans, however, they are
taken to have greater access to information that would tell them
that this practice, for instance, is punishable by law. Most
victims of incest came from well-off families.

Victims of sexual violence in Nepal come from all ethnic
groups and economic strata, but 42 percent of rape victims
belong to disadvantaged communities, while 48 percent of
incest victims and 39 percent in polygamous marriages are
Bahun, Chhetri or Newar, the so-called high caste/class
groups.
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Employment site
There’s some good news for Nepali workers headed
abroad. The Employment Promotion Commission, under
the chairmanship of the prime minister, has set up a
website to facilitate employment within and outside the
country. The site www.rojgarayog.gov.np includes a help line
where workers can file grievances that will be forwarded to
the concerned ministry. Complaints and queries can be filed
in English or in Nepali—but you have to be computer
literate, and of course, have Internet access.

The site also offers useful information for foreign
investors and prospective employers of Nepali workers.
Detailed information about Nepal’s employment policies and
laws, and the
labour market
situation is
available on the
website. The
Commission is
also set to launch
a Labour Market
Information
System to enhance
foreign employ-
ment opportunities for Nepali youths and help prospective
employers find suitable workers. The Commission will
promote its site through Nepali embassies and other
diplomatic establishments, associations of Nepalis working
abroad, manpower agencies and employers of Nepali
workers.
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Off the air
Nepal’s Ministry of Health has just pulled one of its adver-
tisements for contraceptives off the air. The jingle, in which a
young girl encourages “driver dai” to use a condom, is
mainly targeted at bus drivers and truckers on the highway.
The ministry may have been criticised for reinforcing stere-
otypes or may be developing a sensitive strain, but it needs
to find a replacement—fast.
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HRC in action
The National Human Rights Commission (HRC) has been
keeping itself busy—but doing what? Of 528 cases filed at
the commission until mid-July this year, it has finished
investigating 150. Of the cases filed, 255 concern civil and
political rights, 15 are related to financial, social and cultural
rights, seven to employee and service sector rights, while
81 complaints are related to a variety of other issues. The
HRC is presently investigating issues like public access to
health services provided by government and private hospitals
and nursing homes in Kathmandu, and the social boycott of
Chamar people in Siraha and Saptari districts—when not
making speeches at public forums. The commission is also
looking into whether the government is providing scholarships
to school children of “lower castes” in keeping with its policies,
and court appeals regarding untouchability.
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companyhadasales turnoverofclose
toRs2billion1999/00.Daburand
industrywatchers saythere isplentyof
roomforgrowth.Dabur, forone,
couldpotentially investa lotmore
capital, fromitsprocessingplant in
Birgunj to its collectioncentres.But
thecompanysaysbefore itexpands, it
wantsmoreincentivesandclear-cut
policieswithregardtocustoms, trade,
collectionandroyalty.�
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t looks like thecountrywill
continueto lionisePrimeMinister
SherBahadurDeubaasan

accomplishedconsensusbuilderpast
the100-dayhoneymoonfewexpected
himtoget.ThecompromisesDeuba
contrived and thrived on for 18
monthsduringNepal�s experiment
with ahungparliamentwill remain
a defining feature of our post-1990
political history.

Buthowquicklythingschange.
ManywhoblamedDeubafor
contaminatingourinstitutionsand
institutionalising corruptionwith
Pajeros andpensions forMPsnow
seem to believe thatNepal�s

by PUSKAR BHUSALSOMEWHERE IN NEPAL

salvation lies in his doctrine of
perpetual dealmaking.

Asprimeministerofamajority
government,Deubathistimehasthe
space toapplyhisprovenskills to
holdthenation�notjusthis
rambunctiouscabinet�together.By
deliveringaneight-pointspeechin
parliamentwhilekeyopposition
leaderswereawayonapilgrimageto
ComradePrachanda�sabodeacross
theeasternborder,Deubacrafteda
packageeveryonecouldclaimsome
credit for.Althoughpartsof the
programmehavelandedhimin
political andlegal trouble, theprime
minister tippedthebalance inhis

favourbydrawingtheloudest
applausefromUMLlegislators.

(Lesson:Toget thingsdonein
thiscountry,givetheoppositionthe
primeminister itwants.)

Membersofthemainopposition
partycan�t stopgloatingoverhow
they forcedtheconceitedkangresis to
implementtheUML�sBadal
Commissionrecommendationson
radical landreforms.Maoist leaders
for theirpartareusingthepremier�s
�revolutionary�programmeto
persuadetheirperplexedrankandfile
that theycouldexpect abetterdeal
oncetheybegannegotiatingwiththe
government.Inagestureofgoodwill,
Deubaisnolongeradamantlyinsisting
hisvisionoflandreformisgrounded
exclusively inBPKoirala�s the-meek-
shall-inherit-the-earthoutlook.

BP�s favouriteniece,Shailaja
Acharya, fiercelymaintainsthatthe
firstdemocraticallyelectedprime
ministerneverintendedtoundermine
theterritorial integrityofmiddle-class
householdsthat formtheparty�s
electoralbase.Probablynot. Inview
ofhowpoliticalandpersonal interests
are intertwinedinNepaliCongress
deliberations,however, it looks like
Shailaja�soutburstsareequally rooted

inherworriesabout the futureofher
holdingsandtheprospectsofasharp
rise inDeuba�spopularitygraph.

Despite thecracklesofcriticism
fromsmalleroppositionparties,a
spiritofcamaraderiehaspervaded
parliament,manifestingitself inweird
ways.TheUML,whichblockedthe
entirewinter sessionof the legislature
toprotestagainst,amongotherthings,
theArmedPoliceandRegional
Administrationordinances,reversed
courseandactuallyhelpedthe
governmentpass legislationformalis-
ing those initiatives.Totop itoff,our
feudingcomradestookouttheir
traditional rallyacross theheartof
Kathmanduinsupportoftheprime
minister�sagenda,dismissingasfeudals
everyonewhodaredoppose it.Now
canwereallyblameGirijaPrasad
Koirala forshuttlingbetween
KathmanduandBiratnagarso
impatientlywithoutadvancenotice,
mutteringall thosemorose state-
ments?

The official line is thatDeuba�s
land reformprogramme is a
continuationof the 17-point
understanding reachedbetween the
NepaliCongress and theUML
duringKoirala�s last-ditcheffort to
barricadehimself insideBaluwatar.
ButhowcanDeuba�spackagebea
continuationofsomethingnobody
canrecall everhavingbeenimple-
mented?OrdidNepalismiss
somethingduringthemilitary-Maoist
encounteratRolpa that, as it turned

out,was stagedtohastenKoirala�s
departure?Whenabitterlydivided
RPPandregionallyclusteredNepal
SadbhavanaPartymanagetostall the
housewiththeirhollers, something
mustbeamiss.

It�snotas if theonly twonon-
communistoppositionparties in
parliamentlackvalidarguments.
Theymaybeexaggeratinga little
whentheysaysomepolitical
parvenushaveamassedenoughassets
inKathmandutobuyentiretarai
districts.Butyoucanunderstand
whytheyareshoutingfromtheroof
forceilingsonallproperty�solid
andliquid.

SadbhavanachiefGajendra
NarayanSingh,however,madea
monumentalmistakeinofferingto
exchangehis taraiexpansewith
UMLgeneralsecretaryMadhav
KumarNepal�spossessionsinthe
capital.Onthesurface,property
pricesareskewedinKathmandu�s
favour.Butwhenthat8.3Richter-
scaleearthquakeforeignseismolo-
gistshavebeenpredictingfinallyhits
us, there is a strongchance that
Madhavji�s house, likemost of
those inKathmandu,would cave
in, with brick and concrete spilling
across his boundarywalls.

Gajjubabu�sfieldsmightsee
somedeepcracks ifgroundzero is
closeenough,but itwouldescape
nature�swrathlargelyunscathed.In
thechaosmost likely to follow, the
valueof real estate in the taraimight

Deuba�s debut
Deuba has convinced even his critics that salvation lies in the
doctrine of perpetual deal making.

evenshootup.
Deubahashis feetonthe

ground.Whenhebecameprime
minister this time,hehadacquired
enoughexperiencetounderstand
thathis realproblemwouldbe to
keephis flocktogetherandcontend
withrivalswithinhisparty.The
eight-pointprogrammehasevidently
comeinhandyforthenewdissidents
intheCongress itchingforafight.
Afterheranoutofarguments to
persuadeholdouts,whowere
actually testingthewaters for
another leadershipcontest,Deuba
beganassuringthemprivatelythat
thenewlandceilingswouldneverbe
implementedbecausehordesof
litigiousattorneyswithambition
wouldalmostcertainlythrongthe
SupremeCourtregistrar�soffice.

But class divisions within the
ruling party seem to run too
deep for Deuba�s candour to
stand a chance.

Whileheplotshiswayoutof
this tangle,here�s somedown-to-
earthadvice forDeuba:don�t tell
anyonewhatyourland-reform
package is reallybasedon,even if it�s
halfwaybetweenBPandBadal.We
deservethisnational feel-goodmood
to last a little longer.�
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“We are literally creating a new economic experience,” says the blurb. In fact, Britain’s women
are being seduced into the oldest economic experience of all: being conned. “Women Emp-
owering Women” is a pyramid scheme, which requires people to hand over money in the
hope of seeing their cash multiply when new suckers are recruited. All such pyramids eventu-
ally crumble.

“Women Empowering Women” relies on each participant finding eight new participants,
each of whom has to stump up £3,000, which is then passed up the (strictly female) hierar-
chy. It seems to have originated in America and to have appeared on the Isle of Wight in
March. Thousands of women there lost their money after the supply of recruits dried up.
Roughly two months later it resurfaced on the mainland. Since then, according to the Trading
Standards Institute, it has appeared in 15 towns and cities across Britain, as far afield as
London and Glasgow.

The Department of Trade and Industry
says that pyramid schemes are unu-
sual in Britain, and one aimed at women
seems a novelty. But a recent government-
sponsored review says that, thanks to the
National Lottery, Britain is more comfortable
than it used to be with gambling. That may
help explain this scheme’s success.

Officials don’t like it, but there is
nothing they can do about it. Although
pyramid selling schemes, in which
improbably high rates of return on bonds
are financed by the next lot of sales, are
against the law, nobody involved in “Women
Empowering Women” is either buying or selling. Publicising the scheme’s dangers is
difficult, too. Those in it are anxious to extol its merits to their friends, according to Allan
Charlesworth, who heads the TSI, but those who have lost out “keep quiet and put it down to
experience.” Such gifting schemes can grow and collapse very quickly, and “Women Empow-
ering Women” may well have run its course already. If so, those on the lower levels of the
pyramid are about to lose their money. That may not be the end of it, though. On the Isle of
Wight, a group of women who lost money in Women Empowering Women have started a
“community investment club” whose structure, the blurb explains, is much better than the
previous scheme. Participants are asked to hand over £100 and are promised £88,300 in
return. (The Economist )

Women beware women
A pyramid scheme promising participants £24,000 each is sweeping Britain
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CAREER OPPORTUNITY
The British Embassy in Kathmandu is looking for a Political Officer.

Job Responsibilities

As Political Officer you will have two main roles:

You will be responsible for analysing political events in Nepal, and providing policy
guidance and advice on current affairs and political developments in the country. You will
work in the Political Section of the British Embassy, reporting to the Third Secretary
(Political). You will monitor local print, electronic and vernacular media. You will brief
senior officers on political events. And you will write reports in English offering analysis,
background and guidance on key issues. You will develop a range of contacts, and will
represent the Embassy at meetings and receptions.

You will also co-ordinate the Embassy’s public relations work, and will work closely with
the media sector, drafting and placing press releases and articles, preparing information
briefings, translating important documents, and managing the Embassy’s external flow of
information.

Minimum Qualifications and Experience

You will be a graduate with a good degree. You will have experience of Nepal’s political
environment. You will be intelligent and industrious. You will have sound intellectual and
analytical skills, combined with an ability to process information quickly and concisely.
You will be a good communicator. You will have first class writing skills in English. and
will have a working knowledge of IT systems.

Salary and Benefits

The starting salary will be between in the range NPRs 340,000 — 424,000 per annum.
Following successful probation, you will qualify for the Embassy’s benefits package.

Application

If you are interested, you should apply in writing. Your application should include a short
written piece of analysis of a current political event, which you have authored. Your appli-
cation should also include a curriculum vitae, a recent passport sized photograph and a
copy of your Nepalese Citizenship Certificate. The application should be sent to:

Andrew Mitchell
Deputy Head of Mission
British Embassy
P0 Box 106

Applications should arrive by 21 September 2001. Only short listed candidates will be
contacted.
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Rebel with a cause
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BINOD BHATTARAI
am Prit Paswan�s life has
been harder than that of
the average Nepali. He was

not only born a poor madhesi,
but also an �untouchable.� The
soft-spoken new vice-chairman of
the Rastriya Sabha, the Upper
House, survived the worst of
discrimination in Nepal to reach
a position fromwhich he can
spotlight untouchability and
other forms of social injustice,
and influence change.

Paswan is not the only Dalit
to have held a high political
position. Hiralal Biswokarma, for
example, served several terms as
minister in the Panchayat era.
Paswan�s story is slightly differ-
ent: he rose in his party�s ranks
through sheer determination,
fueled by a desire to change his
experience. He says modestly: �I
felt it was just not right. The
more I was discriminated
against, the more I felt the urge
to revolt.�

The 48-year-old vice
chairman �learnt� that he was
different when he was just seven
years old. The second-grader used
to take private tuitions from a
�touchable� teacher. One
warm January

afternoon Paswan was sitting
outside the teacher�s house when
the lady of the house brought
food for her child and placed it
near him. The son had just
returned to the village after
completing his Bachelor�s degree.
Suddenly, the educated youth
beganmaking a fuss saying the
food had been defiled because
Paswan had touched it. The lady
of the house tried to convince her
son arguing that because Paswan

was a child, the food could be
eaten, but in vain.

�The incident was like an
arrow piercing the heart,� says
Paswan. �I cannot forget it even
today.� Life from then on was a
constant struggle against the pain
within, when not battling the
other odds that come with being
poor. He took his School Leaving
Certificate exams from the village
high school, then graduated from
the intermediate level and
became a teacher. �Every village I
went to teach in, the first
question I was asked was if I was
�touchable�.� By then, Paswan,
who was also a Marxist cadre
when not teaching, had even
begun firing back fitting answers.

When Paswan was in 10th

grade, he met others who, like
him, wanted to dismantle the
discriminatory social order.
Around this time, he also met up
with people belonging to Subarna
Sumshere�s faction of the Nepali
Congress. He spent some time
with a pro-Congress youth group,
until he realised he was in the
wrong camp. �It dawned onme
that I was with the people of the
party that had most of the
feudal landlords, people who

prayed at the temples, put
on tikas and then

discriminated
against us.� It
was all happen-
ing in the
Nepal of the
early 1960s.

Then, he
came across
Bhim Sedai,
a follower of
communist
ideologue
Puspalal

Paswan says he�s not the token Dalit in the House
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AVAILABLE WORLDWIDE IN HARD COPY

Nepali Times is now
available on PEPC World-
wide vending machines at
major airports and hotel
chains. Receive 40 pages
of the latest editions of
Nepali Times and selected
material from Himal South
Asian and Himal
Khabarpatrika in high-
quality paper printed while
you watch  commercial
video content on the
monitor. Price: US$ 2.50, all
major credit cards ac-
cepted.

Shrestha, then in exile in
Varanasi. Sedai convinced
Paswan, who was already a fiery
rebel, that the kind of society he
wanted to build was possible only
through communism.The young
Paswan liked what he heard and
soon became part of a budding
communist network that relied
on clandestinely circulated books
byMarx andMao for solace and
motivation. �In the beginning I
did not understand what Com-
rade Mao wrote,� says Paswan.
�Marx was actually able to
influenceme.�

Paswan contested the Lower
House election on a UML ticket
in 1999 and lost to a Nepal
Sadbhavana Party candidate. �I
intended to try and contest a
second time, because I had been
working in an area where there
are 18,000 Dalit voters,� he told
us. �I did not expect to get the
party ticket to the Upper House,
even less, to be put forward as a
candidate for vice-chairman.�

Paswan�s election as vice-
chair of the Upper House came
some weeks before Sher Bahadur
Deuba outlawed caste-based
discrimination and promised to
make it punishable. �It is a good
beginning,� he says. But he also
warns that Dalits should be
careful about believing that
legislation alone will change
something that has been practised
for centuries.

His prescription: time bound
affirmative action to give Dalits a
fair chance to compete against
people from higher castes who
have had the best opportunities
in education and development.
He says: �For that to happen we
Dalits must unite and keep the
pressure on.� �
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Amarabati, Godavari. Tel: 560675, 560775. Fax: 977-1-560777.
E-mail: godavari@godavari.wlink.com.np ~ Website: www.godavariresort.com.np
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Become a member and receive extraordinary facilities and
discounts at the Resort, and receive your full amount back at
the end of three years !

Type of Deposit:
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For more details call us at the
numbers below or ASK ME at
360000.
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rooms + breakfast and lunch
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beverage, personal parties
and official meetings.

FREE two Deluxe double
rooms + breakfast and lunch
or dinner for family.

Free Swimming membership
for couple.

More than 75% discount on
room with breakfast and lunch
or dinner.

20% discount on food,
beverage, personal parties
and official meetings.
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Gold rush
Rumours that the government would fix a ceiling on wealth after it initiated its “revolutionary” land reform
plan triggered withdrawals in some banks last week. The new rush is to buy gold. Depositors still unwilling
to believe government assurances that no ceiling on deposits is on the cards, have begun buying the
yellow metal. Gold sales doubled from an average of 30 kilos to about 60 kilos per day. The rush has also
pushed prices marginally—from Rs 7,110 on 17 August to Rs 7,200 on 28 August. The price of 10 grams of
gold at the central bank’s outlet was Rs 7,310. The uncertainty over the government’s decision and
continued protests by opposition parties demanding a ceiling on wealth have also dried up the supply of US
dollars on the black market. The going rate of the dollar against the rupee in the hundi had reached Rs 80:
$1 late last week.
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Storm in a teacup
Nepali tea sellers say prices have slumped, but they cannot comply with demands of growers to raise
prices. The Nepal Tea Association says a packet of tea that sold for Rs 220 a year ago does not fetch
more than Rs 160 now, due mainly to overproduction. The dealers and processors used to pay Rs16-17
per kg of green tea, this is now down to Rs 10.50 per kg. Growers are demanding the purchase price of
green tea be fixed at Rs 13 per kg. Nepal produces about eight million kilos of tea annually, and consump-
tion is around seven million kilos. Nepal imports about 1.5 million kilos from India and sells some 450,000
kilos in India’s West Bengal state. Nepal raised the import duty on tea from 10 to 25 percent this fiscal year
and West Bengal has recently imposed a retaliatory 20 percent “luxury tax” on Nepali exports.
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e-albume-albume-albume-albume-album
The Rainbow Group has launched a new electronic venture that allows customers to build up e-albums for
use in everything from making e-friends to business promotions. Here’s how e-albums work:
www.rainbownepal.com gives you password-protected access to the album it prepares for you with
electronic pictures. The idea is you provide passwords to those you want to view your collection. The
Rainbow Group has been testing its scheme for the past two months and says many exporters of carpets,
readymade garments, handicrafts and pashmina are already using the service. Individuals and families
wanting to exchange pictures electronically also use the service. The group says over 3,000 individuals
and companies have signed up for its electronic services and the Internet site it maintains has already been
visited by over 10,000 visitors.
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Radisson shares
The Nepal Stock Exchange has decided to list
shares of Oriental Hotels for trading, almost nine
months after the hotel applied for the privilege. The
decision, however, is conditional—the hotel would
have to make public facts on its finances before
trading will be permitted. The issue of Oriental
Hotels Limited became controversial after the stock
exchange discovered differences in the information
in its issue prospectus and the audited statements
submitted with the company’s application to be listed on the bourse. (“Buyers Beware”, #15) Oriental Hotels
has over 32,000 shareholders who have subscribed to Rs 150 million worth of stock.
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Manakamana Darshan
Manakamana Darshan has suspended its cable car operations indefinitely after locals led by Village
Development Committee (VDC) officials disturbed its operations. The villagers and the company disagree
over the provision of special concessions to locals and the dispute flared up when the two sides failed to
reach an agreement on the VDC’s 15-point demands. The sticking point was the issue of a privilege card
that gave residents of the area cheaper access to the services. The company suspects the VDC has been
issuing the cards to people who do not qualify for it, at the recommendation of villagers. The VDC wants to
retain the authority to hand out the cards. The company says it will resume services only after the dispute
is resolved. A trip to the Manakamana Temple on the cable car costs about Rs 283, including taxes, and
residents of the nearby village could until now make the trip for Rs 100. The VDCs demands of the
company include, among others, further reducing this to Rs 57, providing employment to villagers, and
operating the cars in emergency situations, even at night.

heBeedreceivedmany
requests formreadersof
lastweek�scolumnto

writeabout theprospects for
business scenario inNepal, to
bringsomeperspective toa
fortnightinwhichsomebizarre
decisionshavebeenmade.As
theBeedsuggestedwhen
discussingthelandtransaction
freeze,wehavegot to thepoint
wherewemustquestionwhether
businesscanatall exist inNepal.The
waveof socialist rhetoric spewedby
allourvariouspoliticalparties,
includingtherulingparty,givesthe
scaryimpressionthatourluminary
lawmakersdon�t thinkit is important
tokeepbusiness inNepal, as a toolof
individualandsocialdevelopment.

Yes,business is a capitalist
concept.Thestatecannot, after all,
doevery imaginablebusiness thata
developingsociety throwsup.Yes, it
isprofit-driven,but that is the
essentialnatureofbusiness.Howcan
one turnacapitalist concept to
socialistendswithoutdestroyingthe
very features thatmake itwhat it is,
andmakeiteffective inproviding
bettergoodsandservices.Themessat
theManakamanacablecar sitehas
onceagainshownthatNepalsimply
cannotdealwith industries that
pioneerconcepts tobringinrevenue
tothegovernment,andemployment
totheunemployed.

Theconfusionrelatingtothe

Whose business is it to protect business?

Freezing frenzy

landissuecontinues.Utopian
scenariosarebeingbandiedaroundin
whichNepal�s24millionstandinline
to receive their shareof thepie,down
to thepaisa.Wearenowso scared
that in its freezing frenzy, the
governmentmightdecidetodisallow
securities tradingorputaceilingon
bankdeposits, thatweare rushingto
sendourwealthoutsideNepal, andto
buygold.Thegoldrushisreminiscent
of the timebeforewarsbreakout.
Consumerspendinginvariablyfalls,
andtheuglyhoardingofcashbegins.
Doesthegovernmentrealisepeople
arepreparingforawareconomy?

Asthefaux, instantsocialism
spreads, there is the fearofnationali-
sation,andaheightenedawarenessof
the total lackof security, evenwhen
businessespayso-called�security
taxes�.ThisBeed, forone,doesnot
seemuchhopefordomestic investors.
Asfor foreigninvestors, thesoonerwe
accept that they liveonly in therealm
ofourwildestdreams, thebetter.Or
inthoseinnumerableseminarsthat

are the roaches of the
economic realm�after a
nuclear attack, they will
still be there, feasting on
thedebris

Why has no one
agitated against these
incomprehensible decisions,
why has no one even
publicly criticised them?
Where are all the �apex

bodies� of trade, industry and
business that are so vocal when
all is well, or at least, better? Is it
that some businesses are seeing
opportunity in this time of crisis?
Do they think that somehow this
means there will be a sort of
unofficial protectionism?Doing
business peacefully is a fundamen-
tal human right?What is happen-
ing now violates the letter and
spirit of contract between the
government and its people,
multilateral agencies and friendly
nations.

Democracy guarantees equal
rights, not equal wealth. Yes,
reforms are essential, but the
goings-on of hundreds of years
cannot be wiped out with one
government dictate. What is
happening now is, in its own way,
as insane as what happened
earlier. �

Readers can posttheirviewssat
arthabeed@yahoo.com
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BINOD BHATTARAI
epal was one of the last
countries in Asia to get
television in 1985.And it

has become one of the last to beam
its television signals via satellite.
But tomake up for lost time, a
private broadcaster and the state-
ownedNepalTelevisionhave both
gonesatellite inrecentmonths,
extendingthereachoftheir signal
beyondNepal�sterritorialboundary
towest, southandsoutheastAsia.

Theoretically, theNepali
diaspora fromDubai toDarwin can
now access theNepali television
stations with the help of satellite
dishes. For thehomesickmigrant
worker inKuwait to those
nostalgic forNepal inBurnei,
there is suddenly a newwindow
onNepal.

The first to go into orbit in July
was JamimShah�s SpaceTime
Network,Nepal�smain cable
operator. Shah applied for a
satellite broadcast license as far
back as 1993.Before anyone knew
whatwas going on, theMinistry of
InformationandCommunication
(MOIC), under currentminister
BijayaGachchedar, had licensed
three private television operators:
SpaceTimeNetwork andBusiness
IndiaTV touplink fromNepal
while ShangrilaChannelwas
allowed to runpayTV.BiTV
pulled out after India de-regulated
uplinking licensing.

Few at the time believed Space
Timewould actually uplink from
Nepal because of the logistics
involved. Even today, afterwhat
has turned out to be a never ending
tug-of-warwith theMOIC, the
network sends cannedmaterial

Satellites link Nepali diaspora

every day toBangkok to be
uplinked via theThaicom satellite.
Shahhas been in the business long
enough to knowwhat is needed to
make his venture actually payoff: �I
knowwhat themarket is like. If
youhavegoodprogrammingyou
can sell it.�

But that is a big �if�. The
quality of programming is the
biggest bottleneck for satellite
transmission tomakebusiness
sense.Without quality there is no
viewership, andwithout viewership
there are no advertisers. Besides, it
ismore difficult to convinceNepal-
basedmanufacturers and advertisers
to buy time on satellite since the
signals are received in areas where
there are no immediate consumers.
For instance,why should aNepali
noodle brand send signals to
Malaysia? The future is in re-
broadcasting satellite signals via
terrestrial transmitters to broaden
reachwithinNepal.

NepalTelevisionbegan
uplinking on4 July, a day after
ChannelNepal.NTVbeamed
programmesusing Intelsat and the
up-linking facilities at theNepal
TelecommunicationsCorpora-

tion�s Earth Station at
Balambu.NTVuses

a near-obsolete
satellite

system, and its viewers require huge
18-ft dish antennae to receive its
signals, which is impracticable for
householduse.

NTV says using Intelsatwas the
onlyway it could have gone satellite
quickly, cheaply andwithout having
to build its own earth station.
Besides,NTV�s priority is getting
signals tomore parts ofNepal
rather than other parts of Asia. Says
DurgaNathSharma,NTV�s general
manager: �The existing reception
has improved, especially in regions
where we have terrestrial re-
transmitting stations.� In terms of
coverage, thatwould be about 55
percent of the population.NTV
wouldneed30 such re-transmitting
stations to get its signals to
households nationwide.At present
it has just 14.

NTVaccelerated its plans to go
satellite after the negative publicity
in Indian channels in the aftermath

of theDecember 1999hijack of
IC814.However, having the
technical capacity to broadcast is
not the same as getting the
viewership.And it is highly unlikely
that anyone besidesNepalis abroad
would bother to tune in toNTV.
And even then, howare they going
to afford the huge antennae?Both
SpaceTime andNTVare therefore
are looking for tie-upswith local
cable operatorswhichwill include
theirprogramming.

�Themostwe can hope for now
is thatNTV�s broadcasts can help
to improve signalswithinNepal,�
saysTapanathShukla, former
generalmanager. �I�ve always felt it
shouldhaveused commercial
satellite tomake reception easy, but
I am also aware of its financial
compulsions.�NTValsoneeds to
upgradeprogramming fromre-
broadcast features andC-grade
Hindimovies if it is going to
competewith the other channels on
cable. The experience is that
content is king�Nepalis prefer
entertainment andnews in their
own language, but only if it has
quality, relevance and credibility.
But for that to happen,NTVmust
be run like a television station and
less as a propaganda unit and
employment agency for the
government of theday.

Even though it is a private
broadcaster,ChannelNepal is not

doingmuchbetter. Its news,
current affairs and timeless features
are canned, they are repeated
frequently and lack freshness.Most
of the daily six hours of program-
ming is entertainment�which in
Nepalhasbecome synonymouswith
hurriedlyproducedmusic videos,
movie roundups andarchive films.

ChannelNepal�s Shah is aware
of the problem, but says he can only
begin to solve it when he is allowed
to uplink fromNepal. �So far, I
think I have put in 38 applications
askingMOIC to inspectmy
equipment and allowme touplink,�
he told us. �I am just waiting to
press the switch. Everything is
ready.� Shah plans to invest as
much asRs 100million each year
to produce eight hours of
programming.

ChannelNepal hadplanned to
beginbroadcasting fromNepali
NewYear on 14April this year, but
was stopped fromby a last-minute
MOICorder.The excuse: not
paying its dues and squatting on the
licence. A cabinet reshuffle that
came after the decision saw a
change inministers andShahwas
backwith his licence�after
petitioning theprimeminister�s
office and getting it to override the
MOICdecision.

Thedramatic revocation of
licence and the re-licensing
attracted the attention of the
Committee for the Investigation for

For the first time since Prithvi Naryan Shah unified the
country, Nepal�s �footprint� spans half of Asia.

theAbuse ofAuthority,which is
now investigating thedecisions.
Jaya PrakashPrasadGupta,who
revokedChannelNepal�s licence
and resignedwhen the stationwas
re-licensed, is back asMinister of
InformationandCommunication. It
is no secret that Shah andGupta,
once close allies, have had a falling
out. Shahhas figured in a
colntroversial Indian intelligence
list of Pakistani ISI agents inNepal,
and there has been behind-the-
scenes Indian lobbying against Shah

getting anuplinking license.
Despite all this,Nepalis abroad

are delighted that they can now
watchmusic videos, news and
features from their home country.
EvenNepalis inBurma tune in
regularly.ThakurPrasadGuragain,
theBurmesewriter inNepali, says:
�We are happy to get programmes
inNepali.ChannelNepal,
zindabad.�His only gripe is that
Nepalis inMandalay cannot get
NTVbecause they don�t have a
large-enough antenna. �
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DurgaNathSharmaJamimShah

WIN @ WAVEMAG

5 hours internet browsing for two.

Free Bowling

Two winners. A Keyboard for one
and a mouse for the other.

3 Gift Hampers

swimming or skating or
pool or video game for

two every week

The Cosmos Solarium

A gift every week.Gift Every Week

Cyber Cafe at Jawalakhel

T-shirts for two

Free Bouquet

Shaligram
Apartment Hotel

Free swimming and
sauna

Free CD
every week

At Bentley, Durbar Marg

Free earphone every week.
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SALIL SUBEDI
reeti Shakya is a precocious
looking four�year-old girl
who is adjusting to life as

Kathmandu�s newest living
goddess. Taken away from her
parents, she still has to get used
to living with the staff of the
Kumari residence. She succeeded
her predecessor on 10 July, chosen

fromamonghundredsoflittlegirls
accordingtoanage-oldcriterionthat
stipulates aperfect andfearlessgirl to
bethevirgingoddess.

Saturday is the beginning of
the week-long festival Indra Jatra,
the annual Newari carnival when
the king of Nepal comes officially
to pay his respects to the living
goddess.This time it isnot just anew

Kumari, there isalsoanewking.
TheKumariwill be dressed in

resplendent red and gold, bedecked
in a golden tiara and SeshNaag
around her neck as she rides her
rath for the very first time.One her
forehead is painted a vermilion
third eye on a black backdrop of
mustard oil and soot�this is the
mythical divine eyewhich sees

everything. She can see through
every individual�smind, and fathom
thedimensionsbeyondacommon
being�s understanding.

When she rides themain
chariot, shewill be followed by two
of her friendly deities�Bhairab and
Ganesh,who are also chosen and
made god the sameway as the
Kumari herself. But these incarnates
have it slightly easier, they can stay
in their parent�s house. They can go
out, and play, but theKumari can�t.
On Saturday, the threewill tour
the city in their chariots and the
streets come alive with themask
lakhe dance,music, and feasting.

Indra Jatra actually lasts a
wholeweek, and itwillbeawhirl-
windtimeforthenewKumariasshe
takespart in therituals,withdrums
anddancingeverydayfromthesetting
upof theIndradwajapoleat
BasantapuronThursday.

This is the annual festival
dedicated to Indra, the god of rain.
But it is also dedicated toTaleju
Bhawani, thepowerful goddess and
protector ofKathmanduwhowill
manifest herself in theKumari to
empower the king andhis citizens
withdivinepower. Interestingly,
Taleju is supposed to be the family
deity ofRavana, the demonking of
mythic Lanka, and theTaleju of
Kathmandu is said to have been
brought fromIndia in ancient
times.KingGyanendra, accompa-
niedby inviteddignitaries, high
officials anddiplomatswill observe
the commencementof theKumari
RathYatra from the balcony of the
RanaVictorian-style stuccoGaddi
Baithak.The followingThursday
the kingwill return toBasantapur
to pay his respects to the Kumari at
her own residence.Hewill take an
auspicious tika onhis forehead from
the little Kumari whowill also bless
himby touchingbothhis shoulders
with themagic sword ofTaleju.
This actionmarks the end of the
Indra Jatra festival and symbolises

the transfer of the power Lord
Vishnu to the reigningmonarch
so he can protect his citizens.
The king, for his part will offer a
gold coin, an asarfi, to the
goddess.

In the courtyard of theKumari
house this week, wewere taken to
the living goddess.We offered her a
basket of fruits andNewari sweets.
TheKumari�s nanny toldus shehad
gone inside to take a nap, but she
went in to get her anyway.The
nanny carried her out, andput her
onher cushion.Almost as a reflex
action, theKumari put forwardher
little legs so we could touch her
feet. She pushed away the fruits,
and looked sleepy.

TheKumari�s parents are
discouraged fromvisiting their
daughter,andonlycomebyacouple
of timesaweek.Butshehasenough
amusement,playingvideogameswith
theotherchildrenof thecaretakersof
theKumariHouse.

Despite her young age, the
presentKumari is alert andmature.
When shewas taken to theTaleju
temple last week for her ritual visit,
she admonishedher caretakers:
�Sabai almal almal.... ke ko almal?�
(Why all this confusion?) Laxmi
PrasadRijal, theHakimof the
KausiToshKhanawhoheardher
say thosewords sensed deep
symbolism. �Shewas speaking
about the state of the nation,� he
whispered to us sagely. Rijal�s office
is where the existing and past
Kumaris ofKathmanduget their
monthly allowances from.

ThepreviousKumari,Amita
Shakya, reached puberty earlier this
year and had to giveway to her
successor. She is nowback home
with her parents and is attending
grade six at a local school. The
presentKumariwill also reign until
she gets her first period.Contrary
tomyth, ex-Kumaris are not
prohibited fromremarryingbut
there is a superstition that if they

marry their husbandwill die after
vomiting blood.There are seven
recorded cases of husbands of ex-
Kumaris fromKathmandu,
Bhaktapur andPatandying.But
there is nothing to prove that they
did not die of natural causes.

OnSaturday, after the king and
queen flag off the rath yatra from
theGaddi Baithak, the three
chariots take an ancient route
which on the first daywill go to the
southernpart ofKathmandu, the
�tallo tol��Chikamugal,Gofala
Tol,BharmaTol,Hyumat, Jaisi
Degal,Kohiti,Bhimsenthan.On
the fullmoon, Sunday, the
�mathillo tol� people will get to see
the chariot being pulled north
throughPyafal, Yethka,Nardevi,
Raktakali, Pyangal,Nyokha,
Bangemuda,Ason,Balkumari,
Macchendrabaha, Indrachowk,
Makkhanandback.

The chariot pullers and other
revellers, when they arrive near the
AkashBhairab statue near
HanumanDhoka,drink theNewari
holy liquor streaming fromthe
deity�smouth in the belief that it
will wash away all sins. The thhon
rice brew flows freely, there is
feasting andgeneralmerriment.

OnThursday,6September, there
is thebriefNanichyaRathYatrawhen
theKumarichariot is takenupto
Nardeviandturnseastthrough
KilagalandthentowardsBhedasingh
andbacktoDarbarSquare.This
routehas significancebecause it is said
tohavebeenstartedbyMallaking
JayaPrakashMalla, to let his
girlfriend, namedNanichya, see the
jatra from the comfort of her own
home inKilagal.

By this time, the novelty of
being pulled all around town
begins to wear off. And young
new Kumaris usually doze off as
the throngs shout and dance and
pull the chariots through the
narrow streets.

TheKumari house, a quadran-

gularNewari structure bearing the
most exotic of all wood carvings in
the area, is a 1757 construction
fromthe regimeofKing Jaya
PrakashMalla�the last of the
Malla kings, whowas actually
deposedby the invading armyof
KingPrithiviNarayanShahduring
Indra Jatra festival itself.

History books tell us that Jaya
PrakashMallawas pulling the
Kumari chariot himself and
enjoying every bit of it. But by the
time the chariot had reachedLagan,
PrithiviNarayanShahhad already
captured the throne atHanuman
Dhoka. Jaya Prakash then fled
across the swollenBagmati river to
seek refuge in theneighbouring
kingdomofPatan.

Belief is that if she laughs or
cries while one is vowing at her,
the person will face bad omen.
Photographing the Kumari is
forbidden anywhere inside the
courtyard. But it is possible to get
an audience with her and for non-
Nepalis get a glimpse of her,
before 12 noon or after 3pm, she
is brought to the window by one
of the priestesses. �Ladies and
gentlemen. She is the goddess
Kumari. Please clap�� and there
is a clater of applause. Many
guide books say the Kumari
herself comes around to playfully
romp in the courtyard, but this is

On Saturday, when a new Kumari receives a new
King, the Hanuman Dhoka Palace will see the
enactment of a ritual that is as old as Nepal itself.

Aday in the life of a
Living Goddess
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not so. Her caretakers have full
authority over who meets the
Kumari and when. �She has to do
puja, eat, sleep and play,� says
one of the caretaker�s family
members while waiting for the
Kumari to be brought in to the
visiting room.

Tourguidesoftenmentionof
having to strikeadealwith the
caretakers to let their foreignguest
haveaglimpseofKumari.There�sa
rumouraroundthatfeesarecharged
indollars. It is true that the caretakers
familyopenlyasksvisitors inthe
courtyardfordonations.

Allofferingsgotothecaretakers,
andthereissomedisgruntlementon
thepartof theparentsandfamiliesof
theKumarisaboutthis.

�Kumaris are small children.
They wouldn�t know the value of
money and offeringsmade. So
they are least bothered about the
offerings,� says Amrit Shakya,
father of the previous Kumari.
Amrit says there should be more
guarantees in place for the welfare
ofex-Kumaris.�Afterall,�hesays,
�evenKumarishaverights.Andtheir
welfare is thenation�swelfare.�

Amrit�s daughter is a shy,
quiet girl who likes science in
school. �What can we say. Our
daughter was away from us for
nine long years. And she comes
home, barely knowing us,� says

P

Amrit. He had to lobby hard
with palace bureaucrats to secure
an education allowance and a
�pension� for his daughter. He is
full praise for King Birendra who
finally agreed to his request.
Serving Kumaris now get a Rs
6000 allowance and Rs 1000 for a
tutor every month. Retired
Kumaris like Amrit�s daughter get
a Rs 3000 �pension� every month.

Says Amrit: �At least that has
given that the Kumaris to come
will have a better future.�

There are at present
nine living ex-Kumaris
from Kathmandu, and
more from Patan and

Bhaktapur. The Kumari of
Kathamandu is selected
from the 11 toles or com-
munities of the Shakya
gold and silversmiths,
Newari Buddhists. The
procedure in Patan is

From far left: Kathmandu�s newKumari, Preeti Shakya, being taken around town for the very first time in apalanquin;
from thebalconyof theGaddiBaithak,KingBirendra andQueenAiswaryaobserving theKumari RathYatra, 1999; the
Kumari RathYatra in Tallo Tole. Preeti Shakya�s predecessorAmrita Shakya at her home in Swoyambhu, and, right,
while shewasKumariofKathmandu.

almost the same, with the
Kumari being chosen from Shakya
andMaharjan families. In
Bhaktapur, the Kumari stays with
her own parents is brought out
in public only for the nine days
of Dasain. �
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HETAUDA -Rising industrial
emissions of carbondioxide are
heating theworld and accelerating
natural climaticwarming.This
globalwarming is threatening to

by DR JOVAN ILICOPINION

melt ice caps, flood low-lying areas,
and cause increasingdisruption to
global weather systems. It is
becoming increasinglydifficult to
find scientists or politicianswho

dispute this. At theKyoto environ-
ment summit four years ago, the
industrialised nations agreed, in
principle, to reduce carbon
dioxide emissions to a figure
seven percent below their 1990
output.

But, when the world commu-
nity convened in Germany last
month to adopt the Kyoto
protocol and ratify its environ-
mental treaty, they discovered
one notable nation which does
not take global warming seriously.
Who was it? The USA, the most
polluting nation on earth.

What then, are we to make of
the Kyoto treaty? Will it avert
the threat of global warming and
a global environmental crisis?
What are the immediate implica-
tions
forNepal?

Firstly, the so-called environ-
mental crisis needs explanation.
History is littered with cities and
regions that rose to power on the
abuse of the environment and
consequently fell into decline.
There is nothing new in this, but
the current pace of economic and
technological expansion in the
industrialisedWestern world has

brought about an unprecedented
scale and intensity to this cycle,
resulting in the first global
economy. Transnationalcorpora-
tionsandnationalgovernmentshave
createdanewdimensiontothe
locationof labour,wherewhole
regionsandcommunitieshavebecome
dispensablecomponents inauniversal
economicsystem.Thefateofan
individual,community, region, or
even state, can be decided by
decisions taken thousands ofmiles
away�Japan�s recentwhaling
controversy is a
case in point.

Atthesametime,modern
economicthoughtpromotesthe�no
limits�viewofeconomicgrowth.An
approachto life that seeks fulfilment
inthesingle-mindedpursuitofwealth,
andawealththathasbeenprimarily
gainedthroughaparticularattitudeto
theenvironment.Industrialistsmine
the landandmakeapersonalprofit,
whilst releasingpollutants intothe
publicsphereoftheenvironment,
relievingthemselvesofanycosts
involvedincleaningupaftertheir
operations.TheIndustrialRevolution
ofGreatBritainforexample,wasbuilt
onadevastatingrecordofenviron-
mental abuse. It releaseda torrentof
pollutants thatcontaminatedits
people, its land, its skyand its rivers;
theBagmati isnothingcomparedto
someof this.But it alsoproduced
marvels suchas ships thatcould
navigate theworld�soceans,andinso
doing,madeGreatBritainthe
strongestpower intheworld forwell
overacentury.

But, as environmental intangi-
bles have increasingly forced
themselves into economists�
considerations, they, too, have seen
that the environment is increasingly
showing signs of stress. In
Kathmandu, theburdenof solid
waste disposal and exhaust emis-
sions in particular is clearly beyond
the current carrying capacity of the
Valley. This is our everyday reality,
and it is evidence of the so-called
environmental crisis,which
indicates that the activities of
humanbeings are reaching apoint
wherewewill no longer be able to
maintain our present patterns of
behaviour and continue to support
our current global population.

Sowhat arewe tomakeof the
Kyoto treaty?Onthepositive side, it
hasbeenratified,andgiveshopethat
therewillbemore international
environmentalco-operation.Therest
of theworldmanagedtounite
despite�andalmostbecauseof�the
actionsof theUSA,whichshowswe
neednotalwaysbowdownto its
superioreconomicstrength.

On the negative side, despite a
growingbodyof scientists calling
for reductions in carbondioxide
emissions of up to 60 percent, the
compromises that have beenmade
in order to save the treaty from
collapse havemeant that for the 30
most industrialisednations, the
seven percent cut put forward in
theKyoto protocol has in fact been
reduced to approximately two

percent. Themajor reason for this
is thatAustralia andCanada, among
others, have been able to count
forests and farmland as carbon sinks
(trees and plant that soak up
carbondioxide). By doing this, they
have reduced their requirement to
curb actual emissions, though the
science on carbon sinks is far from
conclusive.Ultimately, the treaty�s
success and the future of the
planet�s environmental systems still
strongly dependuponwhether it
can eventually get theUS involved.
At present theUS remains firmly on
its own, obsessedwith the idea that
it can use the dollar to buy itself
out of trouble. In theKyoto
negotiations it has consistently
argued for the concept of buying
�carboncredits� fromcountriessuch
asRussiaandUkraine,whose
industrial collapseover thepast
decademeanstheyhaveaccidentally
passedtheirKyotoreductiontargets.
TheUSAwants togrant these
economiesacreditequivalent tothe
extent towhich they have exceeded
the reduction set by the treaty. It
thenwants to buy these credits and
put them towards any target of its
own. In so doing, it does nothing to
improve the state of the environ-
ment, butmerely buysnon-existent
�saved� emissions. For themoment,
it will not do anything to not curb
its gluttonousways.

What are the immediate
implications of theKyoto treaty for
Nepal?

WhilethesigningoftheKyoto
treaty isamomentousevent, for
countries likeNepalheadingout into
thearenaof internationaldevelop-
ment, theUSA is unfortunately not
on its ownwhen it comes to
bullying tactics. At the recent
InternationalWhalingCommission

Kyoto to Kathmandu
There may be some bullying through
environmental �tools of diplomacy�,
but Nepal has a shot at avoiding
development�s �dirty� phase.
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(IWC)meeting inLondon, Japan
engaged in a campaign to buy votes
in support of commericalwhaling
frommanyof theworld�s poorest
countrieswith offers of develop-
ment aid.MasayukiKomatsu, head
of Japan�s fishing agency said, �We
seenothingwrong inusing Japan�s
vast economic power to persuade
other countries to vote against
restrictions on huntingwhales. It is
only natural that Japan should use
the tools of diplomacy and overseas
development aid to influence
members of thewhaling commis-
sion.�As theseAmerican and
Japanese �tools of diplomacy�
testify, the path forNepal is strewn
with obstacles andwill often
involve compromises.

Butwhat theKyoto treaty
states clearly is that we have finally
accepted that globalwarming exists,
that it is of utmost concern to us
all, and that curbing emissions is
the only approach thatwill
definitely halt the process. There
will, as a result, be increasing
opportunities for developing
nations to invest in solar and other
renewable energy sources.

Nepal can avoid the industrial-
isednations addiction toburning
fossil fuels, and in the process be
able to bypass development�s
�dirty� phase by avoiding anumber
of the heavy polluting process this
stage involves. The lesson is clear,
keep it small and get the energy to
the people who need it, keep it
clean and invest in alternative
energy sources such aswind,water
and solar power.

In anticipation, anyone fancy a
raft-ride down theBagmati? �

Dr Jovan Ilic is a freelance writer
currently living inHetauda.

TheHimalayas southeastward acrossTibet, parts ofNepal and India.
The centralHimalaya stretches fromEverest on the left, past Annapurna
on the right. The rain-shadow effect in theHimalaya is clear: wet, warm
air from the IndianOcean is driven against themountains, lifted and
drained ofwater that forms ice-caps, abundant rivers, and forests in the
foothills. TheTibetan plateau, in contrast, is arid.

The blue in this satellite picture indicates the ozone hole above Antarctica.

Satellitepictureof theAnnapurna trekkingcircuit. Snowand ice areblue,
vegetationgreen, rocks are red, andclouds arewhite. In the inset, the topyellow
squaremarks Jomsomandthe lower,Pokhara.
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by ANDRES VELASCOANALYSIS

dramatically lengtheningtheaveragematurityof itspublicdebt.Next, theAsian
crisishit,andArgentinasufferedcontagion.InAsia localbankshadover-
borrowedandlentimprudently.Strengtheningbankswill reducevulnerability,
judgedthegurus.Argentinaraisedreserverequirements, recapitalisedbanksand
encouragedthemtocontractemergencycredit linesabroad.Russia�scrisis
followed,andBrazil�s.Emergingmarket interest rate spreadswentthroughthe
roof.Argentina�seconomybegancontracting.Thegurussaidfiscalpolicymust
beplannedoverthemediumtermforcredibility.Argentinaadoptedafiscal
convertibility lawtowhichithasgenerallyadhered.Thendot.comsimploded,
Nasdaqplummeted,capital flowstoLatinAmericadriedup.Argentina�s
recessiondeepened.Thegurushadnocounsel.

Theunderlyingproblemissimple.Middle-incomecountries lackcapital.
Despite thebromidesaboutdomestic savings, itmakes sense for themtoborrow
abroad.But theyarehostage tothewhimsof internationalcapitalmarkets. If
countryXcausesconcern, tradersdumpitsbondsandbetagainst its currency.
Interest rates rise incountryX, theeconomyslows, the fiscal situationworsens.
Servicingdebtanddefendingthecurrencyisdifficult.Fromtheretoaself-
fulfillingprophecy isa short step.TheIMFis toosmall andslowtooffset the
tensofbillionsofdollars traderspullout.

After theAsiancrisisWashingtonwits said ifonecarcrashesonaroad, it is
thedriver�s fault;but ifmost cars crash, it is the road�s.TheUSandotherG7
countries couldhave tried rebuilding the road, but didn�t.� (Project Syndicate)

AndresVelsaco is professor of economics at theKennedy School of
Government,HarvardUniversity.

FIX THE ROAD
Argentina�s financial crisis points to a
deeper malaise in emerging markets.

rgentina,nowinahugefinancial crisis,has twochoices.Atworst, it
defaultsondebt, suffersa runonitsbanksanddevalues its currency,
causingcontagioninotheremergingmarkets.Atbest, it imposesaharsh

austerityplanthatcontracts theeconomythisyearandnext, imposingtremen-
doushardshiponArgentinians.Theoutcomeisuncertain,butonethingisclear:
the international financial systemis failingmiddle-incomecountries. Inthe last
decadetherehavebeenblowups inMexico,Brazil,Venezuela,Korea,Thailand,
Malaysia,Indonesia, thePhilippines,Russia,Turkey.Andunlesssomething
changes,Argentinawon�tbethe last.

It is temptingtothinkcountries introublemusthavedonesomething
wrong,andbankruptcyistheirproperpunishment.FacedwithArgentina�s
chequeredfinancialhistory, that temptationisevenstronger.Noonewill lendto
Argentinatodaybecause�WallStreetsagesargue�irresponsibleArgentine
politiciansspentandborrowedlavishly.ButArgentina isonthevergeofdefault
because investors expect it todefault.Thecountry is in its thirdyearof
recession,withunemploymentat15percent.Despite thetemptationtospend
itswayout, lastyearArgentinaranaprimarybudget surplusof1percentof
domesticoutput, a totaldeficitof2.4percentafter interestpaymentswere
added.Publicdebt stoodatamoderate45percentofoutput.Theaverage
Europeanfinanceministerwouldenvysuchfigures.In2001Argentina�sfinances
deteriorated,butnotbecausegovernmentwasspending.Recessionreducedtax
receipts,drivingupdeficit, spookinginvestorswhodemandedhigher interest
rates,enlargingthedeficitevenfurther.Governments forcedtopay15percent
ormoreannuallyondollar loansrunoutofmoneyeventually.

Argentina inthe lastdecadehasbeenthedutifulchildof financialorthodoxy
andWallStreet. In1991itendeddecadesofhighinflationbyadoptinga
currencyboard.Thencamethe1994/95�Tequila�crisis,whenMexicocould
notrollover its short-termdebt. International financialgurusconcluded
borrowinglongwasthethingtodotoreducevulnerability.Argentinadidso,

A
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ALEX WHITING IN LONDON

snewly-mintedeuronotes
andcoinsroll intobanksfrom
1September, tobereleased

on1January2002,European
citizens�except theBritish, the
DanesandtheSwedes�aren�t the
onlyoneswhowillhavetomake
adjustments.Europe�strading
partners inthedevelopingworldare
wonderinghowtheywillbeaffected.
Whileuncertainaboutshort-term
effects, economistsarepositiveabout
thefuture.

�Asinglemarketmakes lifegreat
fordevelopingcountrieswhosegoods
previouslygot stuckdue tocross-
borderblocks,� saysDrChrisStevens

The Euro Zone

ofBritain�sInstituteforDevelopment
Studies.DrVRPanchamukhi,ofthe
ResearchandInformationSystem
(RIS),aNewDelhi-basedeconomic
think-tank,agrees:�After the
transitionperiod, transactioncosts
will lower,makingthingseasier
forexporters.�

Beforetheeuro�s1999paper
launch,movinggoodsbetween
Europeancountriesinvolved
transport costs andthecostof
convertingbetweenEuropean
currencies�riskywhentradingin
weakerEuropeancurrencies likethe
Italian liraorGreekdrachma.�The
euroremovescostlyexchange-rate
risks inoneof theworld�sbiggest

exportmarkets forcommodities,�says
AndreasWoergoetter, senior
economistat theParis-basedOECD.
Mostof theworld�s leastdeveloped
countriesrelyheavilyoncommodity
exportsforforeignexchangeearnings,
butcommoditiesprices fluctuate
hugely intheworldmarket.Andif
exportingcountriesarealsoexposed
tofluctuations inexchangerates, their
economieshavetocopewithmore
uncertainties.Eurosupportersadd
thatcompaniesexportingtoseveral
countries intheEuroZonewon�t
havetoformulatedifferentpricing
strategies foreachcountry�thezone,
asa tradingbloc,willhaveoneprice.

Butnoteveryone is sosure.A
1999UnitedNationsConferenceon
TradeandDevelopment(UNCTAD)
reportsayswipingoutcurrency
tradingwithintheEuroZonewill
stimulate internal trade�at the
expenseof internationaltrade,making
Europeamoreclosedeconomy.�
Someexporterswill alsobehitby the
euro.Almosthalfofallglobal trade is
indollarsandmostcommoditiesare
tradedindollars.Theexchangerate
betweenthedollar andtheeuro is
crucial forexports to theEuroZone.
But theeurohas steadilyweakened
against thedollar since its1999
introductionasatradingcurrency.
Developingcountrieswhoexportto
Europe,butwhosecurrenciesare
peggedtothedollar,nowfindit
difficult tocompetewithcountries
whosecurrenciesarepeggedtothe
euro.�OnereasonforArgentina�s
mess isbecause thepeso ispeggedto
anincreasinglyvaluabledollar,while
itsmainexportmarket is theEU,�

saysJoaquimOliveiraMartinsat the
OECD�sSouthAmericandesk.
Argentinahas decided thatwhen
the exchange rate between the
dollar and euro is 1:1, Argentina�s
pesowill be pegged half to the
dollar, half to the euro. The
devaluationhasalsohurtagricultural
producers.Withthedollarworthso
muchmorethantheeuro, they lose
outbybuyingexpensiveinputs in
dollars,buthavingtosell their
produceineuros.

But if the euro becomes
stronger,more transactionswill be
in euros, helping �break the dollar�s
monopoly� over international trade
and currency reserves, says
Panchamukhi.

Somedeveloping countries
considering a commoncurrency,
likeMercosur, SouthAmerica�s
trading bloc, are closely following
the euro.Adeveloping country in
crisis devalues its currency, staying
competitive by recovering its export
market andencouraginghome
consumers to buy cheaper domestic
goods and services. Inthemore
integratedEU,workers from such a
countrymove to other parts of the
EU to find jobs. This increases
labourdemand,helping the country
recover. �A single currency area
makes sense if capital and labour
can freelymigrate across borders
within this area,� saysOECD�s
Woergoetter. Fixing the exchange
rate betweenneighbours�as in the
EuroZone�removes an important
copingmechanism,while integra-
tion is a slow and complicated
process. � (Gemini)

What will the new currency do?
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Unhealthy prospects for the malnourished
WASHINGTON - Progress against child malnutrition is likely to slow
over the next two decades. In the absence of bold new initiatives, the
number of malnourished children in sub-Saharan Africa will increase
by 18 percent in the next 20 years, the International Food Policy
Research Institute (IFPRI) warns. India will remain home to one-third of
all malnourished children, the institute said in a report, 2020 Global
Food Outlook: Trends, Alternatives, and Choices. Latin America will
virtually eliminate the scourge and China will cut it in half. Still, some
132 million children worldwide will be malnourished in 2020. In 1997,
some 166 million children were malnour-
ished. Mark Rosengrant, IFPRI senior
research fellow and lead author of the
report, says a 42 percent reduction in
child malnutrition worldwide could be
achieved “with only an additional $10
billion in annual investments. That’s
equal to less than one week of global
military spending.” Increased invest-
ments are needed in food production,
especially of high-yield basic crops,
because new agricultural land will be
scarce. In the developing world, particu-
larly Asia, cereal productivity growth has slowed because of water
shortages, slowing public investment in crop research and irrigation
infrastructure, and heavy use of fertilisers. There will thus be an
increased global reliance on cereals produced in North America and
Europe. Further, if meat demand in wealthy countries falls by half, the
prices of maize and other coarse grains used for feed could fall by as
much as 11 percent by 2020. The IFPRI says, “less demand for animal
feed would translate directly into more food available for people.”
IFPRI says industrialised countries discriminate against poor
countries’ exports through tariffs and quotas, they also put the
developing world at a further disadvantage by subsidising their own
farmers. (IPS)
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Proud to be on TV
OTTAWA - PrideVision TV, scheduled to begin broad-
casting in Canada 7 September, is being billed as the
world’s first television channel for gays, lesbians,
bisexuals, and transgendered people and as a market-
ing foray into one of Canada’s most lucrative and
creative demographics, “GLBT”. PrideVision was li-
censed last summer by the Canadian Radio Television
and Telecomm-unications Commission (CRTC), the
federal agency that regulates broadcasting here. All
cable networks in Canada are required to offer the
channel to their customers, but some cable operators,
especially in rural Canada, want to be exempted. But
PrideVision is believed by media analysts to have a solid
future. Anna McCusker, PrideVision’s vice president for marketing,
says, “If there’s a backlash, we’re not seeing it. We will be available
in two million homes, advertisers appreciate this audience.” Much
of the rest of Canadian media has been chasing the GLBT market
for the past decade. “It’s urban, affluent, and has a large amount of
disposable income. Capturing that market means more than just a
percentage of the population—it’s a large percentage of the most
affluent, creative and educated market in the country, politically
aware people who vote with their pocketbooks,” he added. (IPS)
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SINGAPORE-TheriseofChina�seconomic
power is scaringSingapore�splanners.Thecity-
state is increasingly seeingproductionbases set
upherebymultinationals,whosemanufactur-
ingplantswerekeytoSingapore�sphenomenal
economicrise,movetoChina.Theattractions
aretheopeningupofChina�seconomy, its far
lower labourcostsandobedientworkforce.

Singaporeraisedits livingstandardsfrom
ThirdWorldtoFirstWorld in justagenera-
tion, in largepartdue to theexport-oriented
manufacturingplants,especiallyforelectronic
components,setupbyMNCs.Aneconomic
surveyreleasedinAugustbytheMinistryof
TradeandIndustry(MTI),warnedthat if
TaiwanjoineditseconomywithChina�s, that
couldweakenSingapore�sbusinessactivities.
Thestudy lookedat severalpossibleways
SingaporecouldbeaffectedbytheChineseand
Taiwaneseeconomies.Oneoutcomehadthe
feudingneighboursturningintobusiness
buddies.Thiswouldhave�serious implica-
tions� forSingapore,andfora�weakerand
fragmented�AssociationofSouth-EastAsian
Nations(ASEAN).Thesecondscenariowas
rosier:Taiwan-Chinarelationswouldremain
tenseandSingaporecouldcarryonits roleof
�reversegateway�for investments toChina,
providingthevital linkbetweenTaiwanand
themainland.

Singaporewill likely face the first situation.Ananalysis in theStraitsTimes
lastweeksaidwhileTaiwaneseenterprises remainheadquarteredinTaiwan,
manyhavemovedmanufacturingbasestoChina,evenaspoliticiansbickerover
integrationofthemainlandandTaiwan.Taiwanesehigh-techcompaniesrealise
theyneedtomakeuseofChina�s lowwages toremaincompetitiveglobally.

Theoutwardshiftofexport-orientedproductionbases fromSingapore
comesafter twoconsecutivequartersofnegativegrowthinGDP�technically,a
recession.SingaporealsofacescompetitionfromChinaforitsmanufacturing
products intheglobalmarketplace.Singapore�smerchandiseexportshavefallen
inthe lastyear, shrinking its shareofglobalexportsby0.5percent.China�shas
risenby3.5percent inthesameperiod.Since1997,Chinahascornered10
percentof theUSmarket,Singapore�s sharehasdroppedbyabout5to6.7

by KALINGA SENEVIRATNEANALYSIS

percent.Chinahasalsogot into theEU,
commandinga9.3percentmarketshareto
Singapore�s stagnant6.7percent.

WiththedownturnintheUSelectronics
market,Singaporehasbeenhit twice, raising
questionsabout itsdevelopmentstrategy.
SingaporeisthemostdependentamongAsian
countriesonelectronicsexport forgrowth.
Suchexportsaccount for66percentof
Singapore�snon-oildomesticexports�in
competingSouthKoreaandTaiwanthisfigure
isunder40percent.�Ifourmanufacturing
sectorcontinues todependonelectronics to
grow,wewillhaveahighlyvolatileeconomy,�
warnedDrTonyTan,deputyprimeminister
anddefenceminister inaspeechtothe
EconomicSocietyofSingapore lastweek.Dr
Tanis the firstminister to talkpubliclyabout
thisdependenceonelectronicexports.

Malaysianventurecapitalconsultant,V
Sivapalan,observedinNewStraitsTimeslast
week:�Eventhetaxandfinancial incentives
offeredtoMNCsareneverenoughtokeep
them, if labourandoperationalcostsmakethe
differencebetweenprofitabilityandliquida-
tion.�HeaddedthatChina,unlikeIndonesia,
Burma,VietnamandIndia, isaformidable
competitortothemanufacturingindustryin
Singapore,alsodueto its strongmarketing

strategy.Analysts seevery toughgoingforSingapore fora fewyearsuntil aclear
strategyemerges.MTIofficials sayChina�s rapidrise,andits futurepost-WTO
market isn�tallbad�Singaporewillhavenewopportunities.Businesshere, they
say, is alsobetterpoisedthanHongKongorotherNorthAsiancountries to
leverageopportunities inIndia.Singaporealsoplanstoworkonthegrowing
Chinesetouristmarket todoublethecurrentnumberofhalfamillionvisiting
Chineseayear ina fewyears.

Togetoutof this recession,Singaporemustbuildupan�enterprise
ecosystem,�saidDrTan.Thismeanscreatinganetworkofbusinessesofall
sizes, reinforcingeachotherusingknowledge-basedtechnology.Thenextstage
ofSingapore�seconomicdevelopmentisexpectedtofocusondeveloping
homegrownserviceindustrieswiththeregionalmarket�includingChina�as
the focus. � (IPS)

TIGER�S NEW SYMMETRY

Great Green Wall
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YANG JIANXIANG IN BEIJING

January2000.Thenew
millenniumdawnednonetoo
propitiouslyforBeijing�afilm

offloatingdustenvelopedthecity,
keepingits12millionresidents
indoors. InMarch,China�s leaders
realisedthemagnitudeofBeijing�s
pollutionproblem.Delegatesfrom
acrossChinawere inthecapital for
theannualmeetingsoftheNational

People�sCongress(NPC),China�s
parliament,andtheNational
People�sConsultativeCommittee
(NPCC).Themeetingswere
disruptedbyseveresandstorms�
swirlingmassesofsandthat
penetratedeverypore.Angry
delegatescalled fora solution.

ForChina�s450millionurban
residents the stateof theenviron-
mentisanurgentproblem.The

immediatefocusisBeijing,since
Chinawonitsbidtostage the2008
Olympics.Creepingdesertsare
pressingBeijingonthewestand
north.TheNanmachangDesertis
onlyabout200kmnorth-westof
Beijing.Atthecurrentrateof sandy
encroachment�abouttwomiles
everyyear�thedesertcouldreach
Beijingin50years.Anemergency
visit toHebeiprovinceandInner
MongoliainMay2000,prompted
PrimeMinisterZhuRongji tomake
a televisedcall toarms. �The
country�senvironmentalpollution
remainsrather serious,�hesaid.

Thegovernmenthaslaunched
theBeijingSandProject to raise
forest cover in thearea three-foldby
2010, includinga2,400kmforest
belt inInnerMongolia�theGreen
GreatWall.Beijingwithninesand-
stormsin2000summer,attracted
mediaattention,butChina�sgreen
problemsaremoreextensive.

China�sforest-richnorthern
provincehasseenincreasing
occurrencesofextremeweather, that
GuoJialin,deputydirectorof
HarbinMeteorologicalAdministra-
tion, says�is a resultof thedamaged
ecological system.�Amassiveforest
fire inMay1987destroyedsomeof
theprovince�sbestnatural forest
reserves,andwidespreadand
indiscriminatefellingoftrees in
recentdecadeshas furthereroded
forestcover.

Chinanowspendsmoreevery

yearonpollutioncontroland
ecologicalpreservationand
restoration.InitsninthFive-Year
Plan(1995-2000),Chinadevoted
over$43billion�0.93percentof
itsGDP�topollutioncontrol.The
newnationalplan(2000-2005)
recognises theenvironmentisas
importantastheeconomyinlifting
people�s livingstandards,signallinga
majorpoliticalpushtotackle
ecologicalproblems.

Therewillbe sixnewkey
projects, includingtheBeijingSand
Project.�This isunconventional in
developmentmodesandhasa
dominoeffect,�inimprovingthe
overall situation, saysZhou
Shengxian,directorof theState
ForestryAdministration.The
projects includeprotectingnatural
forestsalongthetwobiggest rivers in
north-eastChinaandInner
Mongolia;constructingforest
shelterbelts innorthChinaand
alongtheYangtze;plantingtrees
andgrassonhillyfarmland;and
developingfast-growingforestbases
tomeetthedemandfortimber.

Plannerswillhave to takeheed
of somehard lessons.One is that
ecological reconstructionmustbe
backedbysoundscienceand
technology.Withoutsufficient
researchof local ecological
conditions,aconsiderableamount
ofafforestation inthepasthas
producedwoodlandsandmeadows
of poor quality. � (Gemini)

In today�s China, the environment is
as important as the economy.
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Singapore rethinks its dependence
on electronics exports.
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What not to do in Pakistan
ISLAMABAD – Pakistan’s highest Islamic advisory body is the target
of rights groups’ anger after it issued a pronouncement in the Urdu-
language press last month seeking to ban women from seeing male
doctors and having their clothes sewn by men. “We call upon the
government to ensure the CII refrains from formulating moral
frameworks for Pakistan’s women,” reads a press statement signed by
dozens of Pakistani rights groups. “In fact,” it continues, “we urge the
government to re-examine the rationale and raison d’etre of having
the Council of Islamic Ideology (CII) at all, and its advisory role.” But
some observers are advising activist groups to calm down, finding
relief in the fact that the CII’s decree is not binding on the govern-
ment. Says Hafiz Azizur Rehman, who specialises in Islamic law: “The
CII cannot issue a decree (fatwa). The case in point is an opinion, not
a fatwa.” Others argue that since the CII is a constitutional body,
whatever it says has considerable weight. Many noted that the
publication of the ‘opinion’ coincided with the meeting of the
National Commission on the Status of Women. (I PS)
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We do!!! Caus its complimentary Entrance for
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Caribbean Nite
strikes back in
September!!

IF ALL THIS HASN�T
MADE YOU BREATHLESS,
U�VE ONLY GOT US TO BLAME!!!
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK

Rajdhani, 28August

His house for my
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land?�
HrideshTripathi,NSP
Ghatana rabichar, 22August

It is barely a month since the
new government was formed,
your party is already disrupting
parliament, why?

If youtalkabout theeconomic situation
ofNepal (when the land reformswere
done last) about 6,000 families
controlledalmost83percentof the total
wealth,bothmovableand immovable.
Nowhowareyougoing to re-distribute
thatwealth?There shouldbemore than
just a ceilingon landownership.There
shouldbe a ceiling onwealth, if you
reallywant toeliminatepoverty.After
all,wealth consists ofmovable and
immovableproperty. If youdon�t
controlwealth, thegovernment�snew
policywill onlyprotect the gains of the
nouveau riche.ThePrimeMinister�s
package is incomplete, this iswhywe
areprotesting. I donot think the
governmenthasdoneitshomework�
on land thatwill be distributed, the
numberof families thatwill benefit, if
these familieshave citizenship
certificatesornot, etc.Webelieve this
is a purely political ploy.

So you differ on procedure
only?
No, thePrimeMinisterdidnot
address property, only land. If I sell
the vehicle I use, Iwill get almostRs 4
million.With that I can buy 13.5
hectares of land.And even if I sell 20
bighas (13.5 hectares) of land I have in
the tarai, Iwill never be able to buy a
house as big asMadhavNepal�s. I am
prepared to give allmy land toNepal,
will he in return giveme his house? I
amprepared togiveDeubamywhole
VillageDevelopmentCommittee
(VDC).Will he in return givemehis
palace (nearBudanilakantha)?
So you�ll keep disrupting
parliament if government does
not withdraw the program?
Letus all be clear on this�wearenot
demanding that theprogrambe

withdrawn.Wewantaceilingon
property also.ThePMlied in
parliament, he saidhehad consulted all
parties. But he did not even tell us
anything, leave alone consultus.We
told him that if thiswas only for his
political future, he coulddowhathe
wanted,but if he reallywanted the
nation tobenefit, thenheneeded to
implementaceilingonwealth.

Nothing can be achieved by
simply disrupting parliament.
Will you still do it?
ThePrimeMinister raised this issue in
parliament, andwewill continue to
challenge it there. Imagine the situation
of thenextgeneration ifwe stickwith
this ceiling�everyonewill be landless,
or theywill have very small plots of
land. You say 69,000hectareswill be
freed up for distribution to 75,000
families.But these families donothave
citizenshipcertificates.Thegovernment
doesnothaveanystrategy to tackle that
problem. If this package is forcedon
us,wehaveno choice but todisrupt
parliament.

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

�Talk for what?�
MatrikaYadav in
Saptahik Janadesh, 21August

Thecommunistswantdialogue to
bringabout revolutionary changes in
Nepal.Thereactionarieswantdialogue
tomaintain the statusquo, toprotect
their ill-gottenwealth andpositions.
Therevolutionarieswant to save the
nation, theywantpeople tobeable to
exercise their rights andbuild a bright
future for themselves and the country.
That iswhy the revolutionaries,
whenever the situationdemands, are
prepared to sit down for talks.The
reactionariesonlywantdialoguewhen
theyaredecimatedorunder threat, and
need time to regroup their forces.They
buy time in the guise of conducting a
dialogue.

Thenation is ready fordialogue
nowbutwhat arewegoing to talk
about?Tomaintain the statusquo, to
bringabout radical changesnowor to
bring about changes in the future?Our
party is very clear that it is not talking
tomaintain thecurrent stateof affairs,
norhas it come to talks to achieve
anythingdrastic.Wearehere tohelp
establishanewNepal,withoutwhich
there is no future forNepalis and
Nepal.That iswhyourpartywants to
doawaywithconstitutionalmonarchy
andreplace itwitha jana-ganatantra
(people�s republic).Thepresent system
is rotten to the core and thepeoplehave
alreadydiscarded it. If thepresent
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Deshanter Saptahik, 26 August

(An analysis responding to King Gyanendra’s comments on the following issues, which first appeared
in Samacharpatra 19 August)

� Since the monarchy played a part in the formation of the
constitution, the king’s participation is necessary in national
debate.

� The king has abided by the constitution, but the political
parties have not

� The government is functioning by neglecting the people,
the situation is serious

� The monarch is keen to play a larger role but all within the
parameters set by the constitution.

Now let us analyse the present situation. It is three months since
the king was crowned, 83 days, to be precise. The country has
become more peaceful after his enthronement—the government and
the Maoists have declared a truce and are in the process of
carrying out a dialogue. The Maoists, who began their violent
campaign aimed at overthrowing the king and this system, are now
ready to negotiate with government under the existing system. The
relationship between the government and the opposition parties is
better than it was in the past. At a time when everything positive is
happening, who helped the monarch reach the conclusion that the
government was neglecting the people? Because both houses of
parliament are functioning according to the expectations of the
constitution, at times it has even provided checks and balances on
executive decisions. They have corrected many wrong decisions
and recommended punishment of wrong doers. Even persons
nominated by His Majesty, at his discretion, are members of the
body. Again His Majesty, by constitution, is an inseparable part of
the parliament and executive, and so if the people have been
neglected, His Majesty has also contributed towards that. After all,
our executive is known as His Majesty’s Government. No Nepali with
a memory can believe His Majesty’s view that the king has abided by
the constitution and political parties have not. Because, on the 22nd

day of his enthronement, His Majesty violated the spirit of the
constitution by nominating Upper House members.

Let us look at the other two wishes of His Majesty—His Majesty
seems keen to participate, and also to seek an increased role within
the constitution. Our present constitution advocates constitutional
monarchy in a multi-party democracy. The power now lies with the
sovereign people and not with the monarch. But in keeping with the
letter and spirit of the constitution, the entire executive is an
institution of His Majesty and therefore the work it does cannot be
without his knowledge. The entire government machinery is His
Majesty’s own institution, therefore His Majesty’s participation in
government is implied. That is why His Majesty does not need to be
present in all decisions, or send his representative, because the
constitution does not envisage that. Anyone who represents the
government automatically represents His Majesty. Whoever may be
in government—NC, UML, RPP, ML, Maoists or Save the Nation—His
Majesty can always seek a briefing. It is the responsibility of the
prime minister to ensure that. Therefore whatever or whoever is
prompting His Majesty to seek a share, here and there, to be one
party in the formulation of the constitution, this person, for their own
benefit, is misleading His Majesty to violate the constitution by
pointing fingers at political parties. It is a matter of some urgency that
His Majesty understand this.

Who is misleading His Majesty? Let us discuss the person. The
16 July issue of Kantipur carried an article with the headline,
‘Possibility of the Maoists changing their views on the Monarch.” It
said that at the request of a representative close to the palace, the
rebels had changed their views about the king. Until then the
Maoists had been directing their ire at the King-Prime Minister (Girija
Koirala) nexus. The same story says that King Gyanendra was in
touch with the Maoists through a mediator.

Everyone know the source of the Kantipur story, its reporter,
editor and publishers, and even the readers, because readers are
aware that the person’s name is associated with many major stories
that appear in the daily. During Birendra’s reign, his picture was
even printed alongside a news item that spoke of the king’s meeting
with Maoist leaders Babu Ram and Prachanda. There is still time to
assess what he did and what he did not do using King Birendra’s
name, as MP. Using the monarch’s name he tried to be the chairman
of the Upper House. Prime Minister Krishna Prasad Bhattarai knew
of the ploy and the Congress did not support his candidature. He

was defeated and to avenge that, he sided with Koirala and helped Koirala topple Bhattarai, within
nine months. In return, he got Koirala to agree to make him foreign minister in the new government. But
this was not possible for a majority party, and Koirala did not comply. He then shifted his energies to
scheme for Koirala’s ouster. The 16 July article clearly shows this. Does the king have the right to use
a nominated MP against the Prime Minister? Were all these acts committed with knowledge and
approval of the king? Saying “attack the prime minister but not the monarch,” means that there is a
group actively trying to create a rift between the king, government and the prime minister. (A ‘group’,
because after his unsuccessful candidacy for the Upper House chairmanship, then king Birendra is
said to have said: “If I had asked him to contest would I ask MPs to vote for the ruling party?”) It is that
circle that has been pulling the king into controversy. Some Upper House nominees of the former king,
who are now retired, were in the news for being engaged in human trafficking. Some MPs even used
the king’s name to seek favours from certain embassies and ambassadors. The group cashing in on
the monarch’s name has been going around creating a rift between king and government and planting seeds
of disunity in political parties. The 16 July article also underscores that the Maoists could themselves be a
creation of this group. Otherwise why should the Maoists, ostensibly out to set up a republic, listen to their
orders? How could the leader of the group become the contact for talks between the king and the Maoists?
It is clear that this same group is ordering the king to seek a greater role within the constitutional framework.

Who�s playing by the rules?Who�s not?

?

government and rulers areprepared to
bringabout revolutionary changes in
themselves and in this system, our
partywillwelcomethem.

Thenation is in the grip of a socio-
political andeconomiccrisis.The
governmentdoesnothave the solutions
to these problems andonlyourparty
has the capacity to resolve them. It is
stupidityon thegovernment�s side to
say our revolution is the problem.Our
people�swar is a crisis only toNepalis
and foreignerswhoareout to loot and
destroy thenation.For thosewho love
Nepal, our struggle iswhat keeps them
going.Thepresentpolitical structure
and systemare theproblems,not the
Maoist struggle.This iswhyour agenda
indialogue is replacing thepresent
constitutionalmonarchy, thepolitical
systemandtheconstitution.Thenation
nowrequires anewrepublican system.

The issue iswhether to accept the
scientificnewsystemornot.The
problems facing thecountrycannotbe
solvedby the existing, outdated and
backward, system,butby a scientific,
forward-lookingsystem�thepast11
yearshave shownthat thepresent
political system is neither. If youdonot
changewith the times, yourdownfall is
certain, but if you areprepared to
change, youwill definitely prosper. It is
time for thepeople, themonarchand
thegovernment to thinkcalmlyand
decidewhether theywant tomoveahead
with the times or be reduced to ashes by
thepeople�swar.Everyone should
acceptandgobywhat thepeoplewant.

The first requirementofdialogue is
the creationof anhonest and trustful
environment.Thishasnothappened so
far. Instead, thegovernment�s activities
havedestroyed the little trust thathad
been built up so far, and given rise to
suspicion.Ourparty is committed to a
dialogue, anduntil nowhasdonemore
for this than thegovernment. Instead
of creating the right environment, the
governmenthaspassedordinances that
aredetrimental to thenation, thepeople
anddialogue.ThehonestyDeuba
projects is nothingbut lies, deceit and
conspiracy.EveryoneknowsDeuba is
surroundedand influencedbypeople
whodonotwantdialogue to takeplace.
Toproveotherwise,he should
immediatelymakepublic thewherea-
bouts of all thosewhohavedisappeared.
Heseemscontent toonlyannouncethe
namesof thosewhoare inprison.How
can adialogue be held in such a
situation?The thirdpartwouldbe to
exchangeprisoners.Then thegovern-
menthas toguarantee safetyof those
participating in the talks, and finally,
everything that is discussedhas to be
madepublic throughgovernment
media.

�Incomparable talent, amellifluous voice and ravishing looks, but still unmarried!Whowill be the
fortunateman tomarry her?�

FormerPrimeMinisterKrishnaPrasadBhattarai, 78, complimenting singer andnews readerKomalOli
on the release of herCDINRajdhaniDaily on27August 2001.

Hullo!Hullo?
Who�s speaking?
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helong-awaiteddialogue
betweenagovernmentpanel
andnegotiators fromthe

MaoistsidestartedThursday�just
overonemonthafterPrimeMinister
SherBahadurDeubaassumedoffice
anddeclareda trucewith the rebels.

Thetalksarebeingdescribedas
�preliminary�bybothsidesandbegan
Thursdaymorningatanundisclosed
locationontheoutskirtsof
Kathmandu.Asexpected,thefirst
roundwasagetting-to-know-each-
other sessionwhichalsoagreedon
housekeepingrules likesecurity for
negotiatorsanddisclosureofdetailsof
talks to thepress.TheMaoists are
said towant the talks tobeopen,
while thegovernmentwantsacertain
degreeofconfidentiality.

OnWednesday,Maoist
negotiatorscameaboveground
amidstahigh-profilefunctionin
PangavillagenearKirtipurwherethey
addressedagatheringofabout2,000
largelysupportivepeople.Chief
MaoistnegotiatorKrishnaBahadur
Mahara inahardlinespeechsaidhis
groupwasnotgoingtocompromise
onthebasicdemands:abolishingthe
constitutionalmonarchy,settingup
aninterimgovernmentandpassinga
newconstitution.

Speakingfromastagefestooned
withMaoistbanners,Maharasaid:
�Wearenevergoingtoworkunder

thisdecrepitconstitution, the
governmentisdreaming.They
shouldn�t treatus likeanother
parliamentaryparty, these talksare
betweentwogovernments.�

MaharaandtwootherMaoist
negotiators,TopBahadurRayamajhi
andAgniSapkotawerecoveredin
vermilionandflankedbyunarmed
Maoistmilitia incamouflagefatigues
(seepicture).

Earlier thisweek,PrimeMinister
SherBahadurDeubahadsaidthat
these threepointswereprecisely the
non-negotiables inanyfuturetalks
withtheMaoists.Andatapublic
functiononWednesdayhesaidflatly
that a republicwasoutof the
question.�Therewillbenocompro-
miseontheconstitutionalmonarchy,�
hesaid.Theseemingly-intransigent
positionsof the twosidescouldbe
posturingaheadof talks.Evenso,
giventheir rigidity, itappearsunlikely
that the talkswill yielddramatic
resultsanytimesoon.

ThethreeMaoistnegotiatorsare
believedtobesecondandthird-
echelonleadersandprobablydon�t
have theparty�smandate to take
majordecisionsontheirown.While
all this isgoingon,HomeMinister
KhumBahadurKhadkahasmadea
mysteriousdashtoNewDelhi.
Althoughofficials said itwasostensi-
bly for �health reasons,� there is

speculation that the real talks are
takingplace inIndiawhile the
Kathmandutalksareadecoy.One
possibility is thatKhadkamayeven
bemeetingMaoistsupremo
Prachandasomewhereinnorth
India.

TheMaoist leadershipseemsto
haveeverythingplanneddownto
the lastdetail.Prachandawhowas
inSiliguri, Indiawhenwelastheard
fromhim,hasalsosuggestednew
dates for thenext tworounds,one
inRolpa,aMaoist stronghold,and
anotherinKathmandu.Thestrategy
is toorganiseasmanypublic
meetingsaspossibleusingthetruce,
getmileage inthemediaandproject
rebelstrength.Thereasoningseems
tobe: even if the talks fail the
Maoistswillhavebuiltupapopular
baseandplacedthemselvesfirmlyin
thepublicmind. This is already
working: thepictures inthe
newspapersandthevisibilityofred
flagsgive thegeneralpublic the
impressionthat theMaoists are in
thecapital andabout todeclare a
peoples� republic.

Thegovernment�snegotiating
panelconsistsofDeuba-loyalist
ChiranjibiWagle,NarahariAcharya
andmembersofotherparties,whose
nameshavenotbeenmadepublic.

The threeMaoist leaders left
thecapitalThursdaytoaddresspre-

plannedmass meetings in
Janakpur, Nepalgunj and Butwal
wth the samemessageMahara
delivered in Kirtipur. TheMaoists
have been staging a series of mass
meetings nationwide as a show of
strength and are scheduled to hold
a big meeting at the open air
theatre in Kathmandu on 21
September.

Prachanda has demanded that
the second round of talks be held

in Libang of Rolpa district to
coincide with a major gathering of
Maoists in their stronghold.
However, the government is
opposed to Rolpa as a venue.

Now that the talks are
underway, Deuba has fulfilled a
promise he made after ousting
Girija Koirala on 21 August after
a bitter and long-drawn intra-
party fight. TheMaoists have had
a chance to regroup and re-

The heart lies at the center of the cardiovascular system,which
also comprises the lungs and circulating vessel, i.e., veins and
arteries.Cardiovascular system supplies oxygen to themuscles.
In the presence of oxygen,muscles release their stores energy.
Moretheoxygengreater thebody�scapacity forenduranceevents,
like running, swimming and cycling.
Aerobicmeans �with oxygen�. Aerobic Fitness is measured in
terms of the maximum amount of oxygen you can supply to
muscles. It isnecessary toelevateyourheart rate tobetween60%
and50%ofmaximumforaperiodof20-30minutes.This canbe
achievedbyusing cycles, steppers, rowers, and treadmills. After
a while, you will tire, the oxygen supply to your muscle will
diminish causing safeness as your Fitness improves, it will take
longerof this tooccur.Thesubstance inyourblood,whichattracts
oxygen called hemoglobin, will alsomultiply. Enabling you to
work longer at higher intensities without tiring. In addition you
will burn body fat, lower cholesterol levels and feel an increase
in energy. All these benefits in exchange for 30minutes if your
time three times aweek.

Sanjiv S Soreng
Manager, Clark Hatch Fitness Centre

Radisson Hotel, Kathmandu

TTTTThe Hearhe Hearhe Hearhe Hearhe Heart oft oft oft oft of FitnessFitnessFitnessFitnessFitness

analyse the situation after the
royal massacre when, they have
admitted, they miscalculated the
public mood against the
monarchy. Both the government
and theMaoists have also
realised that public opinion is
strongly in favour of peace talks,
and neither would want to be
seen to be throwing a spanner in
the peace talks.

Sources close to both the
government and theMaoists
told us if there is a chance of a
compromise it will have to be
about the constituent assembly
and interim government. For
this, the Maoists will make a
symbolic climb-down on their
demand for a republic and the
governmentmay consider far-
reaching constitutional reforms
without actually scrapping the
1990 statute. �

Let the talks begin
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Posturing has gone into high gear as the
government and Maoists sit at the table.
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English literature from Nepal
has, by and large, been scat-
tered, hard to find, and alto-
gether easy to overlook—until
now, with the publication, by US-
based Mariner Books/Houghton
Mifflin Company, of Samrat
Upadhyay’s short story collec-
tion, Arresting God in
Kathmandu. Released in July
as the first fictional work by a
Nepali author to be published in
the west, the book is finding its
way to the front shelves of major
American bookstores, and into the homes of avid fiction readers across the country.
Arresting God in Kathmandu focuses on familial, romantic and cultural entanglements in
modern Kathmandu. It is praised by a reviewer in the following terms: “In an assured and
subtle manner, Upadhyay anchors small yet potent epiphanies in a place called
Kathmandu, and quietly calls it home.” The book can be ordered by Nepal-based readers
through amazon.com or other internet bookshops.

Samrat Upadhyay is known to me only through our email correspondences as we co-
edited Secret Places, the Manoa literary journal’s special issue on Nepali literature, due
out this upcoming winter. He studied at St Xavier’s and later worked at The Kathmandu
Post, going to the US at the age of 21. One of his stories was included in the Best Ameri-
can Short Stories anthology of 1999. He currently teaches at Balwin-Wallace College in
Ohio, where he lives with his wife Babita and daughter Shahzadi.

The interview below was conducted over email.

Tell us what it’s been like to have your book come out.
The book is a result of ten years of writing short stories. One story in here, “The Man with
Long Hair,” was the first story I wrote as a master’s student. I was lucky to find a pub-
lisher for a story collection at a time when many are unwilling to touch short stories from
first-time authors. The manuscript went through extensive revision, with excellent guid-
ance from my editor Heidi Pitlor, before it even resembled a book, carrying the kind of
thematic resonance we expect even in a story collection.

I’m still amazed that people all across the US are walking into Borders and Barnes &
Noble and discovering my book. I’ve begun to receive emails from readers across the
country. Reviews are appearing in major newspapers. I’ll be starting my book tour soon.
It’s a happy time for me, coinciding well with the birth of my daughter, who is arresting in
her own ways.

Tell us about the themes that you’re exploring as a writer.
I am interested in the intimate moments of Nepali people’s lives, especially of middle-
class Kathmandu, as that’s the world I know well, the world that lives with me even in my
long sojourn abroad. At some level, I suppose I am deconstructing some common
stereotypes of what Nepali people are supposed to be like, especially those in main-
stream travel narratives. You know, the “happily spiritual” people with that winning smile
even in the face of intense poverty. My characters are spiritual all right, but their spiritual
self reveals itself concretely in their everyday struggle with love and desire. I am espe-
cially fascinated by the question of how we find transcendence in the tangible physicality
of life—in small objects, or in movements of emotions, or in the tenor of someone’s
voice. Amorous love, and the sexual intensity that accompanies it, especially seems to
be an excellent conduit for transcendence, for in it we attempt to dissolve ourselves into
another being without fear of losing our ego. That’s the “place” I’m exploring in Arresting
God in Kathmandu.

There is a gap between the language of your characters and the language you write
in. How do you approach this problem? What are your thoughts on writing in English
about Nepal?
When I first started writing, I had to stop and think about what a character would say in
Nepali, then methodically translate, in my own mind, how that would come across well in
English. These days I’m able to simultaneously translate as I write, although at times I
do run into interesting difficulties.

Using English to write about folks who don’t speak English isn’t a politically loaded
issue for me, as it is for some people who claim that writers in English are one step
removed from reality. This not only presupposes that there’s one reality for a culture, but
also prematurely discounts any fresh perspective that such writing can bring to the
richness of a literature. Once we begin to prescribe our own version of Nepali-ness for
Nepali writers, we become didactic and moralistic—bad stuff for writers.

In the past few decades American literature has made greater space for minority
writers and writers from other cultures. Do you place yourself in this vibrant
multicultural American literary tradition? Or do you see yourself emerging from a
Nepali tradition? Where do you place yourself (if you place yourself at all)?
I haven’t thought of my placement at all. I do read with interest works by writers of colour
and from different cultures. But I also enjoy tremendously works by Anglo-Saxon writers.
I’ve recently discovered, for example, Louisiana writer Tim Gautreaux, who writes very
funny stories with characters I can certainly identify with. While I don’t know how much I
emerge from a Nepali literary tradition—I’m an American-educated, creative-writing-
school product—I am very much a Nepali writer who writes in English, whose physical
and emotional geography is Nepal.

Are you working on anything new?
After writing two novels that I’ve decided are no good, I’m working on a new one that has
a Nepali schoolteacher getting into all kinds of trouble. The novel, I’m discovering, is a
beast dramatically different from the short story. But there’s also fun in this discovery.

by MANJUSHREE THAPANEPALITERATURE

TRANSCENDENCE IN PHYSICALITY:
An Interview with Samrat Upadhyay

In Nepal, too, desire
defies modern times
Samrat Upadhyay�s stories make Kathmandu almost

local, understandable to a Western reader.

date, Rukmini, but he rejects
her as soon as he discovers
her limp. Yet while outwardly
a picture of demure, melan-
choly passivity, Rukmini is
possessed of a sly worldliness
that puts her in command of
father and husband, each of
whom, in his own way, is
seeking a kind of reincarna-
tion of Hiralal�s dead wife.

There is a deceptive
simplicity to all of these
stories, just as there is a
deceptive simplicity to
Kathmandu, whose appear-
ance of traditional piety is,
like Rukmini�s, a mask
behind which all manner of
complications flourish.

The tradition exists most
notably in the ceremonies of
arrangedmarriages and the
perfunctory visits some of
Upadhyay�s characters pay to
the city�s temples. Mostly, in
Upadhyay�s version of it, the
city is filled with ordinary
people who, in the words of
Rani, are seeking ways to
fulfil their desires, even

furtive ones. There is,
for example, the case
of the modest teacher
namedAditya in
�TheManWith
LongHair,� whose
homoerotic infatua-
tion with an
itinerant actor leads
him to rekindle his
faded passion for
his wife. Or there
is American-
educated Kanti in
the story �The
World� who
rejects a perfectly
suitable arranged
marriage with a
Kathmandu
doctor because
of an unhealthy
attraction to an
aristocratic,
womanising
rake named
Jaya, who is

himself a sign of the disap-
pearance of old ways and old
values. �Kanti slid down and
sat on the floor,� after her
final meeting with the
rejected doctor, who has
himself returned to
Kathmandu fromEngland,
where he loved a woman just
as unsuitable for him as Jaya
is for Kanti. �She wondered
where Jaya was right now�
probably in bed with some
awful woman in a hotel. But,
then, Kanti herself had been
such a woman for a while.�

Subtle, tinged with the
melancholy of modest,
materially constricted lives,
Upadhyay�s stories bring us
into contact with a world
that is somehow both very far
away and very familiar. �
(New York Times)

others, is the ambivalence the
reader feels toward Nani. We
tend to want to share the
conviction of Kailash�s friends
that she is brazen and coarse, a
bearer of trouble, like all
uncontrolled women. Rumours
begin to circulate�rumours
being a big part of Upadhyay�s
Kathmandu�that she is
bringing lovers to the house
while Kailash lies in bed sick.
Mohan Ram, the cook, sees
her with older men, and he
waxes nostalgic for the old
days when Kailash, whom he
calls �my master,� was sur-
rounded by adoring relatives,
conducting his spiritual
sessions. At the same time the
cook senses in himself a
perverse arousal for the
vixenish, calculatingNani.

In Upadhyay�s stories
interior events occur like
tumblers falling in a lock, so
quietly and inconspicuously
that we almost don�t notice
them. In �The Cooking Poet,�
a young political rebel with a
great poetic talent becomes a

student of Kathmandu�s poet
laureate, Acharya, putting
Acharya into confrontation
with the loss of his own
powers. In �DeepakMisra�s
Secretary� a homely, devoted
woman draws her boss, a
successful financier, away from
his obsession with his es-
tranged American wife, only to
be rejected by him in turn
because he is embarrassed by
her bony hips and a birthmark
on her cheek.

In �The Limping Bride� a
widowed father, Hiralal,
strives to reform his son�s
rebellious heavy drinking by
finding him a wife, concealing
from him that the candidate he
finds is imperfect, that she
walks with a limp, a humiliat-
ing loss of face for the son. The
son, Moti, marries the candi-
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RICHARD BERNSTEIN
heKathmandu of
Samrat Upadhyay, a
Nepali writer who lives

in the United States, is very
different from the locale of
foreigners� imaginations, an
exotically primitive place
steeped in custom, dust and
religiosity (and most recently
in the murders of most of the
royal family by a discon-
tented prince). In Arresting
God inKathmandu,
Upadhyay�s first collection of
stories, this city is an
awkwardly modern place
where temples, painted with
the eyes of the gods, are on
the periphery of ordinary life,
peering into consciences but
imposing no obedience.

Kathmandu seems almost
local in Upadhyay�s stories,
full of middle-class people
worried about what their
neighbours will think,
dreaming about sex, getting
tired of their wives or
husbands, struggling against
illicit desire. This book
reminds us that there is
truly no place to hide
from the temptations of
cosmopolitanism, from
globalised culture or
from the universal human
condition, not even in
farawayNepal.

At least that is my
interpretation of the
meaning ofUpadhyay�s
title, Arresting God in
Kathmandu. There is no
story of that title in this
collection, although the last
one, �A Great Man�s
House,� would seem to be
the best candidate. In it a
wealthy hotel owner and
admiredHindu guru named
Kailash�who preaches about
the renunciation of desire to
a circle of friends�takes on
amuch younger wife, Nani,
whereupon his faith, his
health and his authority
crumble.

Told in the voice of
Kailash�s cook, who nurtures
his own secret desire for
Nani, this story could be
read as metaphor: Kailash as
God, whose commands
regarding renunciation and a
higher level of spiritual
awareness are rudely chal-
lenged by his young wife.

�It�s very easy for you to
sit up there on that cushion
and preach on the illusions
that our desires create,� Nani
tells him during one of his
sessions with his followers.
�But the truth is this, that
most ordinary people like me
want to learn how to live and
fulfil our desires, not treat
them as if they were stepchil-
dren.� At the heart of this
story, subtle and spiritually
complex like Upadhyay�s

T
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Radio Sagarmatha
P.O. Box 6958, Bakhundole, Lalitpur, Nepal
Tel: ++977-1-545680, 545681 Fax: ++ 977-1- 530227
E-mail: radio@radiosagarmatha.org
www.radiosagarmatha.org

Mon-Fri 0615-0645 BBCWorld Today
Sat 0615-0645 BBCScience in Action
Sun 0615-0645 BBCAgenda
Daily 2045-2115 BBC g]kfnL ;]jfg]kfnL ;]jfg]kfnL ;]jfg]kfnL ;]jfg]kfnL ;]jf
Daily 2245-2300 BBC g]kfnL ;]jfg]kfnL ;]jfg]kfnL ;]jfg]kfnL ;]jfg]kfnL ;]jf

on FM 102.4
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MOVIESMOVIESMOVIESMOVIESMOVIES
� � Nepali and Hindi movies  online ticket booking at www.nepalshop.com

EATING OUTEATING OUTEATING OUTEATING OUTEATING OUT
� � Juicy steaks, chilled beer , Mexican cuisine, great breakfasts,
sports bar. All week long. Live band Wednesday, Sunday evenings
6.30-10.00. K-too! Beer & Steakhouse, Thamel. 433043
� � International buffet lunch Main courses, on-site cooking, six
varieties each of desserts, salads, dressing. Rs 700 per head plus
tax. Daily from 12 noon, The Garden Terrace, Soaltee Crowne Plaza.
273999 ext 6152.
� � Friday Night Sekuwa (BBQ)  Appetisers, momos, salad, main
courses and desserts, one complimentary beer. Rs 699 per head. Throughout the monsoon at
Dwarika’s Hotel. 479488
� � Saturday lunch at Restaurant Kantipur, Club Himalaya, Nagarkot. BBQ buffet Rs 500 per
head. 410432, 414432
� � Wet and Wild Summer Swimming and buffet lunch. Saturdays, Sundays at Godavari Village
Resort. Adults Rs 600, children Rs 350 plus taxes. 560675
� � Autumn Moon Chinese Festival  Chinese Gourmet spread, folk dancing, vegetable carving,
Lunch and dinner at the Arniko Room. From 31 August, 12noon-3pm, 7pm-10pm. Hotel De
l’Annapurna. 221711
� � Saturdays at the Malla Swimming and French chef’s barbecue lunch. 11am—5pm. The
Malla Hotel. 418385, 410966
� � Full moon at Boudhanath Stupa Specialties and ice-cream delights. Stupa View Restau-
rant, next to the Stupa. For reservations ring 480262.

MUSICMUSICMUSICMUSICMUSIC
� � African music and dance by Emile Hassan Dyer, aka Jambo. Friday, 31
August, 7pm onwards. K2 Bar, Baber Mahal Revisited. Free entry, special
cocktails, K2 snacks and mini meals.
� � Jammin Hell!  DJ Tangri every Saturday, all August. 2pm. The Arch Room,
Hotel De L’ Annapurna. Rs 500 per couple, includes welcome drink. Tickets
at Hotel De L’ Annapurna, The Club—Bhatbhateni, Nanglo, Bakery Café
outlets, and Kathmandu Guest House.
� � Bugles and Tigers Drinks and all-time favourites from Ram Shrestha on guitar. 6.30-
9.30pm, except Mondays, Saturdays. The Everest Hotel. 488100
� � DJ Neil/ Live Bands  Every Friday and weekends. Daily happy hour. Rox Bar. Hyatt Regency.
6pm—9pm. 491234
� � Happy hours at Galaxy Club  Tap away to the latest chart busters played by DJ Ankit Koshar
from Kolkota. Attractive drink offer, buy one get one free. 9pm—11pm. Galaxy Club, Hotel Everest
� � Cadenza  Saturday evening live jazz at Upstairs, Lazimpat. 7.30pm—10pm. Rs 200

GETAWAYSGETAWAYSGETAWAYSGETAWAYSGETAWAYS
� � Chiso Chiso Hawama  Summer B&B package for Nepalis and expats. Rs 1,250 per head.
Club Himalaya Nagarkot Resort. 410432, 414432
� � Stress Free Weekends Overnight stay at the Hyatt, dinner for two at the Rox Restaurant,
use of pool, health club, spa and outdoor jacuzzi, ayurvedic massage for two, weekend brunch,
late check out Sunday. Rs 9000 plus tax. Hyatt Regency, Kathmandu. 491234
� � Nagarkot Escape  Weekends in cottages, views of the Himalayas, valleys and forests.
Special rates for Nepalis and resident expats. Hotel Keyman Chautari. keyman@wlink.com.np
436850

EXHIBITIONEXHIBITIONEXHIBITIONEXHIBITIONEXHIBITION
� � Life and Times of BP Koirala  Photo exhibition to celebrate
the 88th birth anniversary of BP Koirala. 7-9 September, 10am-
5pm. Nepal Tourism Board, Bhrikuti Mandap, Rs 10.
� � From the Bodhi Tree Meditative paintings by Prakash
Chandwadkar. Until 10 September, 11am-6pm except Satur-
days. Autumn Exhibition Series, Siddhartha Art Gallery.
� � Kathmandu: the City and the Valley  Exhibition of photos
by French photographer Teddy Seguin. Last day 31 August,
9am-6pm. Alliance Française, Thapathali. 241163, 242 832.

MARTIN CHAUTARIMARTIN CHAUTARIMARTIN CHAUTARIMARTIN CHAUTARIMARTIN CHAUTARI
� � Social Responsibility of the Private Sector  Talk by Sujeev Shakya, General Manager
Business Development, Soaltee Group. 4 September, 5.30pm. Martin Chautari, Thapathali. For
directions ring or email 256239, chautari@mos.com.np. Open to all. Unless otherwise noted,
presentations are in Nepali.

FESTIVALFESTIVALFESTIVALFESTIVALFESTIVAL
� � Indrajatra . Festival to celebrate the king of heaven, god of rain and fertility – Indra. Streets of
Kathmandu come alive with the Living Godess Kumari’s Raath Yatra. Begins 1 September.
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The way to Mexico  is too far. Botega Restau-
rant and Tequila Bar is near Thamel Chowk.
266433. 15 percent off-season discount.

The Borderlands Resort  For canyoning,
rafting, trekking at Tibet borders, Professional
Development Program, Leadership Courses
and many more. 425836/425894.
info@borderlandresorts.com.
www.borderlandresorts.com.

K-Too! Beer and Steakhouse  not the “long-
est”, “highest”, “first” or any other superlative.
Just a relaxed, easy-going bar and restaurant
with the coldest beer and juiciest steaks this
side of the moon. By the Kathmandu Guest
House. 433043

Alfa UV Water Purifier  100 percent pure and
safe water for you and your family. For more
information contact OSCAR TRADERS ,
428576. repl@info.com.np

Wanted: flat in Lalitpur Preferably near
Pulchowk, suitable for one or two, furnished
or unfurnished. Starting 1 October or before.

Email flat_hunting2001@yahoo.com

HMB Mountain Biking Have your bike
serviced or repaired by HMB’s Professional
Mechanicsat the HMB Workshop. Riding
gear, accessories and parts available.
Second hand bikes bought/sold/hired. New
and reconditioned mountain bikes for sale.
Himalayan Mountain Bikes—Tours and
Expeditions. 437437.
www.bikingnepal.com.

Home Line Creations For exclusive home
décor, gifts, decorative accessories, ceram-
ics, wrought ironand imported brilliant
fabrics and table tops. Add colour to your
life. Exclusive showroom: opp. Tri-Chandra
College, Darbar Marg. 222482

Reflexology Professional US-, Europe-
trained naturopath, therapist. Improve your
blood circulation, energy flow. Perfect
preventive therapy and also for specific
ailments. 416118 (11am-5pm) or email
buddhasfeet@about.com. 413774

by NGAMINDRA DAHALNEPALI WEATHER

by MIKUYAK YETI YAK

BOOKWORM

Secret of the VajraWorld: TheTantric Buddhismof TibetReginald ARay
Shambhala Publications, Boston, 2001
Rs 2,380
Usingnon-technical language, engaging stories andpersonal anecdotes, Ray explains how the
practice of tantra opens up an appreciation of ordinary life as the placewhere the ultimate
revelation occurs. Ray explains the unique visualisations, liturgies, initiations and �inner
yogis� as practiced in the colourfulworld of tantric Buddhism.

TheGreat Treatise on the Stages of the Path toEnlightenment
LamrimChenmoTranslationCommittee

SnowLionPublications, Ithaca,NY, 2000
Rs 2,370

The author of thiswork,Tsong-kha-pa (1357-1419), founded theGelug school ofTibetan
BuddhismandGnadenMonastery. In this, hismost famouswork, he bases his insights on
classical IndianBuddhist literature and condenses all the exoteric sutra scriptures into a

meditationmanual. Indispensable reading for anyonewhowishes to understand andpractice
TibetanBuddhism.

Courtesy Mandala Book Point, Kantipath, 227711,, mandala@ccsl.com.np

����� ����� �����

The satellite image of the subcontinent shows a low pressure
circulation over Bangladesh, but this one has none of the
intensity of the early monsoon showers. The present spell of
rain triggered by a massive front has now drifted over western
Nepal, and Kathmandu Valley will see light intermittent
showers and more sun next week. Officially, the last showers
of the retreating monsoon is supposed to be between 15-22
September. This year, the last rains will probably be a few
days before that date. The drought in the eastern plains
eased with the precipitation in August with above average
rainfall in the central and western hills.
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HAPPENINGS

hen SteveMcCurry
first visited Nepal in
1979 as an extension

of his trip to India, his mind�s
eye was immediately taken in by
the sights. The subcontinent
was a vast, exotic land that
overwhelmed the senses of this
26-year-old photographer. But
Nepal presented its visual
delights in small doses: in the
play of light and shadow, the
mountains, the rains, the
peoples� faces.

�People often ask me what
my favourite place is,� mused
Steve during a visit to Nepal
this month. �Nepal is right at
the top of my list. I am drawn
to the mountains, the people,
everything in it. That is why I
keep coming back.�
Nepal is also where
Steve got his big
break as a photogra-
pher. FromNepal he
travelled often to
Afghanistan in the early
1980s when Soviet
troops invaded Afghani-
stan, and the mujahideen
war began. Suddenly, this
unknown photographer
was in great demand at the
New York Times, Time and
other international publica-
tions. Steve had fresh and
captivating pictures of a land
that was plunging headlong into
war and tragedy. The pictures
won him theMagazine Photog-
rapher of the Year Award

in1984.
Steve�s first trip to Kabul

fromKathmanduwas overland,
flying to Patna, taking the train
to Amritsar, walking across the
border at Wagah, travelling up to
Peshawar and then slipping into
Afghanistan through the Khyber
Pass. Steve has kept coming back
to Nepal, and taking pictures
here on his treks to the Langtang,
Helambu andAnnapurna regions.
He becamemore andmore
enamoured by themonsoons as
they lashed the Himalaya, and
the paradox of too much and too
little water. How the monsoon
brought life, but also death and
destruction. The idea germinated
into a cover story for National

Geographic in
1984 and then
into the picture
book,
Monsoon,
which has
gone into
several
editions in
the past 15
years.
Steve
travelled
across
Nepal,

Bangladesh, India
and even to northern Australia,
Indonesia and the Philippines
chasing the monsoon. The book
is a tribute to human adaptabil-
ity, survival, and hope.

�What always fascinated me

about Nepal is the experience
that surrounds a picture,� says
Steve. �I remember waiting on
the banks of this river near
Trisuli which was swollen with
monsoon rain. A family began
crossing the torrent. A small
slip, and they would all have
been washed away. I was
transfixed.� Or, there are quiet
gentle images that bring out the
moods of the rains like the
picture of a boy walking his
water buffalo to pasture while
shielding himself from the rain
with a banana leaf. �The joy of
the whole thing, the rewarding
part of it is the experience that
surrounds the picture, recognis-
ing the moment that captures
the magic and the essence of a
place.�

Steve�s newest picture book
is South South East, a major
collection of images from south
and south-east Asia that
captures the atmosphere and
spirit of the region, its myriad
cultures and religions, and how
it has come face to face with a
globalised world. He says:
�This is the only part of the
world that rally grabs me, you
have this fascinating link with
the past.� Steve has also
amassed a rich collection of
portraits from all over the
world, and Portraits was
published in 1999 by Phaidon.

With assignments back-to-
back fromNational Geo-
graphic, life has now got very

Photographer Steve McCurry recalls his time
in Nepal before he became a celebrity.

�I was inspired
by Nepal��

hectic for Steve. But he is at
work on a book on Buddhism
fromAfghanistan toCambo-
dia, from Bamiyan to the
AngkorWat which will
probably come out next year.
Steve has no time for vacation,
but he does sometimes get
fascinating well-paid assign-
ments like the one for a Boeing
ad, which entailed taking a
helicopter to Syangboche,
arranging a shoot with a
backdrop ofMt Everest and
flying right back. �We flew
over this spectacular terrain in
minutes, the same trails that
took us a week to walk over
20 years ago,� laughs Steve.

But the most challenging
and fun part of the job for a
photographer is to get up early
in the morning andmake it
easy for serendipitous mo-
ments to happen�the lucky
situations that crystallise the
instant. Steve gropes for words
to explain: �As you wander
through life, the mind forms a
composite of a situation, and
you get one chance to tell the
story with a picture.� �

ARTS

DEUBADOINGTHEDEUDA:PrimeMinisterDeubadancing thedeuda
at the open air theatre with colleagues from the far west, 26August.
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BOOKLAUNCH:ArzuDeuba launching abookonviolence against
women in the presence ofKrishna PrasadBhattarai and diplomats at the
RadissonHotel on24August.

MODERATELEFT:UMLstalwartsmarch throughKathmandu streets in
support of the government�s �revolutionary� land reformproposal as a
FrenchTVcameraman catches the action.

ABOVEGROUND:Supporters sprinkle vermiliononMaoist leadersTop
BahadurRayamajhi,KrishnaMahara andAgni Sapkota.They came
abovegroundon29August, a day before they beganpeace negotiationswith
thegovernment.
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by Kunda Dixit

Under My Hat

No laughing matter
ust as we had suspected all along, theNepal
TourismBoar has shown that it takes itself very
seriously. Amember has taken strong umbrage to a

recent column in this space. Rarely dowe get a glimpse
of the innerworkings of a private-public stakeholder,
so in the national interest and to respect the public�s
right to know,we are reprinting herewith the said
missive:

Letter to the Editor
It is always interesting to go through Nepali
Times which covers the news in threadbare
focussing on the contemporary issues of our
nation. As a regular subscriber, most of our
staff at Nepal Tourism Board go through this
paper regularly. However the issue of 17-23
August 2001 on the “Under My Hat” column
“The Valley of the Dogs” has some “derogatory”
remarks about the Nepal Tourism Board’s
concerted, novel and serious campaign
Festival of Life… It is an India focussed cam-
paign launched with major support of the
private-public stakeholder. We appreciate
democracy and it provides all of us with the
fundamental right of expression, but is it always
healthy to be sarcastic and cynical even about
genuine efforts?

Thanking you.
Aditya Baral
Manager PR and Publicity
Nepal Tourism Board

It is indeedwith deep sorrow and heartfelt regret
that this scribe has come to the realisation of the
profoundwrong that he has committed.Hehas
inadvertently let down this great nation, and deliber-
ately insulted the very individuals whose job it is to be
our best friends.How, after all the trust that they have

bestoweduponhumanbeings since the dawnof
civilisation, will he evermake up for the incalculable
and irreversible shamehe has brought downon the
entire animal kingdombybeing so callously cynical
and sarcastic?

This week�s column is an act of contrition to
offer profuse apologies to all canines great and not-
so-great who felt alluded to in the said column.
There is nothing to do but beg for forgiveness in lieu
of the affronts real or imagined thatwere knowingly
or unknowingly perpetrated against dogdom. Itmust
have been amomentary lapse of reason thatmademe
pen suchderogatory anddemeaning remarks about
man�s best friends. After all, they are the guardians of
our garbage dumps: those great scavengers ofwater
buffalo femurswithoutwhose hardwork and sharp
teeth femurs from the early Lichhavi Periodwould
still be lying around on our street corners.

How thoughtless ofme tomake light of the
infinite contributionmade by theValley�s dogs to
this nation�s long-termdevelopment by steadfastly
refusing towag their tails at passers-by, snarling at
strangers, and guarding our territorial imperatives by
never shirking in their duties to conduct regular
patrols towater the perimeter of our domain.What
an affront itmust have been to feed the hand that
bites us, especially since their bite ismuchworse
than their bark.

Jokes aside, this is no laughingmatter. The
soonerwe take this country�s problems dead
seriously the better it will be for all and sundry,
especially the concerned authorities.Only then can
visitors from Indiawho can�t wait to visitNepal�s
concerted, serious and novel Festival of Life be
guaranteed that they don�t have to read any thread-
bare anddog-eared columns about canineswhile
they are here. �
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NEPALI SOCITY

Madan Krishna turns IQ into cash
feedback so far is mixed, but
there is a lot of interest in taking
part. Potential participants have
to fill out a postcard question-
naire and mail it to the produc-
ers, 25 are chosen from a lucky
draw for interviews where
they are evaluated for their on-
stage presence, their IQ and
spontaneity. Eight are
shortlisted and join the pro-
gramme. So far no one has
won Rs 500,000 although one
brain  bagged Rs 125,000 last
week.

Madan Krishna and comedy
partner Hari Bansha Acharya
who have made hit films and
comedy shows are now
pursuing individual careers in
entertainment. And the pull of
television is definitely there.
Madan Krishna adds a light
touch to the general knowledge
quiz, and sets his studio
audience and participants at
ease with his banter and self-
deprecating humour. But with
us he suddenly turns serious: “I
have often wondered, what is
the best way to serve the
country through television. This
is quite effective: you raise
the IQ of your participants and
viewers while entertaining
them with a contest.”

Oh yes, the Red Square is
in Moscow. �

n which city is the Red
Square: a) Moscow b) Beijing
c) Pyongyang d) Hanoi.
Famous Nepali comedian

Madan Krishna Shrestha is
sensitive to criticism that his new
show, Nagad Panch Lakh
(500,000 Cash) is a poor copy of
Kaun Banega Crorepati which is
in turn patterned after Who Wants
To be a Millionaire? And the thing
that really gets him is when
people say he does not look like
Amitabh Bachchan. “Of course I
don’t look like Amitabh Bachchan, I

don’t want to look like Amitabh
Bachchan,” he bristles.

Despite his initial reluctance,
Madan Krishna took the plunge
anyway and decided to think
globally and act locally. The
education and information content
of his programme, he reasoned,
would go a long way in making
young Nepalis more knowledge-
able about their own country and
world—especially given the
present mediocre entertainment
on television.

“We are having teething
problems, there are lots

of things to sort out,
the questions, the
answers, the
participants. But
we are getting the
hang of it,” says

Madan Krishna. “We
are learning as we go

along.”
The show is aired at
weekend prime time

on Nepal Television:
Saturday at 8:25
after the news.
One episode of
paanch lakh
costs two lakhs
to shoot, and
five episodes

are already in
the pipeline.

Audience
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