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BINOD BHATTARAI
t is one more episode in Nepal’s privatisation saga: there is
going to be a fourth retender for the handover of Butwal
Power Company, a deal seen by donors and foreign investors

as a bell-weather for Nepal’s seriousness about inviting private
business.

The official reason this time is a typographical error. And
Round Four of the bidding promises to be different from those
before because one of the two rival groups bidding for the
hydropower company, Norway’s Interkraft, has decided it is fed
up with official bungling, ineptitude and delay.

Finance Minister Ram Sharan Mahat and Minister for Water
Resources Bijaya Gachchedar suggested that the money
offered in the last round was not enough and that Interkraft’s bid
was faulty. The Privatisation Committee met on 10 September
and endorsed the plan, which needs to be officially approved by
the cabinet. Mahat told us: “The bid was disqualified technically
and on financial grounds. A mistake is a mistake and the
committee decided it could not be allowed.”

The mistake: in the bond where bidders had to mention the
number of shares about a dozen times, Interkraft slipped up. It
put down Rs 7,292,932 once and the accurate Rs 6,292,932 in
every other instance. Interkraft Nepal had tendered one joint
bid, the only one to reach the final financial round (“BPC’s
privatisation saga,” #57). The Norwegians and its Nepali backers
say the government has tested its patience enough.

“We discovered the typo in the bid about a week after

submitting the
tender and duly
informed the
Privatisation Cell
in writing,” says
Gyanendra
Pradhan,
Interkraft AS’s
coordinator in
Nepal. “Verbally,
officials in the
cell and even top
finance ministry
officials assured
us that it was not
a major mistake.”

The
Privatisation
Committee met
to consider the proposal of Mahat and Gachchedar for re-
tendering on 10 September. On the same day Pradhan and his
group wrote in offering to review their offer (price) as circum-
stances had changed since they put in their bid. The same letter
says the group hoped it would be given an opportunity to
negotiate with government before the final decision was taken—
as had been done in the past. That did not happen and by late
evening Monday, it was final: there was to be a re-tender.

BPC on the block again
A typo has cost a Norwegian-Nepali joint-venture for BPC its Rs730million bid.

Interkraft and its Nepali partners suspect there is more to
the BPC privatisation process than meets the eye. For
instance, they say, why was the “mistake” initially ignored and
later used as the reason for disqualification on a technicality?

“We’ve decided not to re-bid, because now we have begun
to think they want something we cannot give,” Pradhan told us.
One of his partners added: “They may as well set a floor price
this time so those who  don’t want to pay as much will not waste
time on it.”

Interkraft and its partners had offered Rs730 million for
BPC, cash down. The rival Chaudhary Group, which did not
make it past the technical evaluation, later made it public that it
had offered Rs820 million—70 percent cash, the rest payable
within two years, secured by pledging 50 percent of shares
acquired in the purchase. The Group was said to have been
involved in behind-the-scenes lobbying to prevent Interkraft
from getting BPC.

BPC is now back on the privatisation list, but still ahead of
about 12 other planned divestments. Background work on the 12
has been completed and the privatisation cell for each can be
readied to accept tenders with three months’ notice, should the
government recommend it. We asked Douglas Clarke, adviser
to the Privatisation Cell in the Ministry of Finance, to comment
on the BPC developments. “In my opinion a total re-tender is
unwise,” was all he would say.

The government’s privatisation efforts are backed by
Norway and Britain’s Department for International Development
(DfID) which has spent £2.6 million on it in the past four years.
Britain’s Independent Power Company which sent in a joint bid
with the Chaudhary Group in the previous round was non-
committal this time.

Whatever the outcome of the BPC drama the government
will have a lot of explaining to do at negotiations for the next
phase of privatisation support which began last week.� �

KAMIKAZE
America is at war. But with whom?

hiswasour royalmassacre,�wrote
oneAmericandiplomatwhohad
served inKathmandu, linking the

senseof shockanddismay thatovertook the
UnitedStatesonMondaymorning.

SunuPratapKC, an IT specialist,wasnear the
Pentagonacross thePotomacRiver inWash-
ingtonDCwhen the airlinerploughed into the
building. �Iwas inmiddle of ameeting two
blocksaway fromtheWhiteHousewhen it
happenedandourbuildingwas evacuated
immediately,� he toldus. �Itwas very scary,
likeaHollywoodmovie.Therewere secret
service personnel andFBI all over, andF-16s
were flyingabove.�

Aswe go topress,wehavenowordofNepalis
caught in thecarnageat theWorldTrade
Center.At least adozenNepaliswork in the
TwinTowers and surrounding area, and it is
possible that a fewmayhaveperished.Mrs
KamalKarki,whoworked inoneof the two
buildings,was savedbecause shehad taken
leave thatday.SharmilaMahat,whoalso
worked inWorldTradeCenter, arrived late,
and so survived.

Atone level, therewasuncanny resemblance in
thebewilderingacts of terror that struck
Kathmanduon1Juneand theEastern
Seaboardon11September.The sheervolume
of killingswasmadepossible bymodern
technology. InNarayanhiti, itwas the terrible
powerofautomaticweaponsable to spraya
roomfulof royalty. InNewYorkCity, and
before stunnedviewersworldwide, itwas the
ability of suicidially-minded extremists to
convert sleekcommercial airliners intodeadly
guidedmissiles.

Unlike earlier times,NewYorkCity isnow
hometo thousandsof theNepali diaspora.
BondtradersonWallStreet todoctors and

�

students,UnitedNations employees andvisa
overstayers allwork and survive in the refugeof
themost cosmopolitancity in theworld.Many
work innews-stands in lowerManhattan.

Nepalis are still newmigrants inNewYork
City, andby and large still at the base of the
economic ladder.Thismayhavebeena saving
grace: the�demography�ofNewYork
skyscrapers is such that themore important
your company, thehigher youare.And the
more importantyouarewithinyourcompany,
the further up is your office. It took senior
executives up to anhour to rundown the fire
escapes at theWorldTradeCentres, thoseon
the lower floorswereout inminutes.

Shock andgrief is alreadygivingway to anger.
Thereare references toPearlHarbor, and
Americans consider themselves atwar.Butwith
whom?This is theworkof a faceless and
disenfranchisedcommunity,one soaggrieved
andhopeless that it combines all its ingenuity
andanger intoameticulouslycalculatedcarnage
designed formaximumcasualties and
magnificationbyglobalmedia.These are the
peopleeconomicglobalisationanda fiercely
unilateralAmericahave leftout.Americacan
only tackle global terrorismtargeted at itself by
beingmore inclusive and less exclusive.

Andyouwon�t stop these peoplewith amissile

defence shield.Theymaybe in the citieswith
biological andchemical suitcasebombsnext,
whileAmerica�s orbital eyes lookdownfor
infra-red signals of amissile launch froma
�roguestate�.

RichardFalk, apolitical scientist atPrinceton,
told studentsTuesday: �The thinking is to
find theperpetrators andengage in amilitary
response and feel that that solves something.
But thereneeds tobe anunderstandingof
why this kindof suicidal violence couldbe
undertakenagainstourcountry.�

As grief is overtakenby anger, President
GeorgeWBushpromises to�huntdown� the
perpetrators andColinPowell announces
preparations for �war�.Weare lookingat a
world thatwill be a changedplace in thedays
tocome�whether it is a cruisemissile attack
onAfghanistan, or surgical strikes done at
Washington�s behest byproxies.

Within theUnitedStates there is already
backlashagainstArab-lookingandMuslim
communities.TomanyuntutoredAmericans,
made ignorant of theworldby an insular
mediaandeducation, thedistinctionbetweena
SouthAsian andanArab too is not all that
clear. (Onthe streets,AmericanSikhs are
beingheckled.)And let us remember that
someof the�wheat-coloured�Nepalismaking

upagrowingpart of that immigrant
populationare also vulnerable.

11September2001will also impactNepali
society andeconomy. Itwill beharder to
enter theUnitedStates as thedoorsof
FortressAmerica close further.Tourismwill
behurt asAmericanskeepaway, andothers
avoidhotspots inAsia.TheThais are already
predicting a15percent drop in tourism
earnings for the rest of the year, and India
will be hit.Nepal�s tourism, just barely
beginning topickupafter the royal
massacre andnewsofpolitical instability,
willbeaffected.

All over theworld, thehorrific audacity of
the act ofmass terrorholdswithin it the
seeds of further terror. It is an example for
otherswhomay just be individuallymad, or
instilledwith the fire of certitude thatmakes
themdestroyers andmassmurderers of
innocents. SouthAsiahas seenenough
carnage, andNepal itself is not theShangri
La itwas.

AshokGurung is adevelopment specialist
whoworks inmid-townManhattan.He
writes: �Weare still in total disbelief.While
our immediate family and friends are safe,we
are saddenedby the enormity of the loss and
the impactof thisunbelievabledevastation.�
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CKLAL
CK Lal’s “The power of one”
(#58) is poor analysis spiced up
with convoluted thinking and
double entendre. In his remarks
on the 1816 Treaty of Sugauli Lal
does injustice to Amar Sen
Thapa, Bhim Sen Thapa, and
Damodar Pande, among many
others, who did not need Shah
kings to tell them what was in the
Nepali interest. Lal also suggests
the threat of a re-assertive
monarchy makes the resumption
of conflict more menacing than
even a breakdown of
government-Maoist talks.
Perhaps the perception of this
“threat” might just help the
Maoists focus on making the talks
successful. Further, it is silly and

malevolent to suggest that King
Gyanendra’s accession to the
throne “has not been in the normal
course of male primogeniture.”
Primogeniture orders succession
to the throne, without restricting it
to the first born. And finally, Lal’s
understanding of the constitution
and constitutional monarchy is
also incomplete. The king is “to
preserve and protect the
Constitution by keeping in view
the best interests and welfare of
the people of Nepal” (Article 27.2
of the Constitution). There should
be no doubt where the residual
power of the state lies in times of
political breakdown.

Mithun Jung
Naxal, Kathmandu

CK Lal’s “Chicken
neck” (#57) is
sensational. He has
aptly pointed out our
drawbacks. It is
because of our inability
to retain talent and
intellect from fleeing
our country, and our
contempt of
government service
that we are facing a
severe shortage of
human resources.

Regarding the comments made by
an Indian diplomat, let me just say
that during the four years I studied
in India I came across this attitude
often: “We Indians are doing you
Nepalis a favour by recruiting your
soldiers in our army.” But can you
blame them if we work there as
chowkidars and domestics? And
whose purpose do Gorkhas in the
Indian Army serve? We have to
find more honourable alternatives
for Nepalis.

Robin Tuladhar
Kathmandu

I look forward to Fridays when I
can read the new contents of
Nepali Times on your Internet
edition. CK Lal’s “Tunak Tunak...”
(#56) was wow... finally there is
light at the end of the tunnel. Read
this and get enlightened. Mr Lal
has put in words what I have felt
all along about every incident
concerning India always bringing
a backlash of anti-India slogans.
We have no one to blame but
ourselves for every trade treaty
that has “suckers” written all over
it. You know why? Because we
elected these fools. Patriotism is
fine and dandy but if you really
want to  send a statement, level

the playing field. Empowerment
comes from within when you take
steps to better yourself so others
take note. No one will treat us
with respect unless we treat
ourselves with respect first.

Kanchan Adhikary
USA

VIOLENCE
Reading Dr Aruna Uprety’s
description of her brave work in
western Nepal, (“Women are
dying in the far-west,” #52) I am
frustrated. How could humankind
feel such self-hatred as to
despise the womb, the origin of
our own continuity? Where would
all the violence of this world be
without such hatred? How such
self- loathing came to
masquerade as the fickle wisdom
of religion is perhaps the greatest
spiritual mystery of them all. And
it is not just the religions of far-
western Nepal that are party to
such farces. Gloria Steinem says
progressives have to stop
worrying about “being called
biased or godless for opposing
politics that are disguised as
religion.” Dr Uprety is in the
graces of any self-respecting
worshipper of the dignity of all

forms of life.
Lozang Sherpa

Via email

Speaking of violence against
women, (“Silent state violence,”
#55), what about the sexual
advances made on women who
travel by night buses? I speak from
my experiences when travelling
between Kathmandu and
Kakarvitta. Once when I was
repeatedly harassed by a drunk
man, no Nepali brother came
forward to help me. The Indian
businessman who switched seats
with me was a godsend. I know I
am not alone—this has happened
to every woman I have spoken to.
Years later, I still hate thinking
about those incidents. This is how
women are respected and helped
in Nepal.

Usha Tamang
Via email

WHODUNIT
In “Naranyanhiti whodunit. Who
cares?” (#58) Kanak Dixit sounds
preachy in his attack against the
press and intellectuals. He fails to
point out that it is the palace and
the government that continues to
fail the people. Mr Dixit ignores a
long history of the palace’s own

secretive ways and corruption
within, its extra-constitutional
nexus with the army, its dirty
intrigues. What about Kot Parba
and Bhandarkhal Parba, or the
sad end of Bhimsen Thapa? The
palace failed to maintain
transparency through
undoubtedly the messiest
episode in modern-day Nepal.
Some of this can be attributed to
shock, given the scale of tragedy.
But it is never too late to rectify
mistakes. Let me add that Nepali
Times has often hurried to paint
the palace in a positive light. That
is partly understandable, given
the volatile political situation, but it
is as important to tell the other
side of the story.

Akhilesh Upadhyay
New York University

TALE-BAN.COM
Daniel Lak’s “Tale-Ban.com” (#58)
was an eye-opener, but perhaps
biased. Afghanistan may have
entered the Dark Ages, but that
might be because they were
contemptuous of people who
came with bread in one hand and
a Bible in another.

Dino Shrestha
Via email

by RW APPLE JRANALYSIS

WASHINGTON �Tuesday�s devastating
and astonishingly well-coordinated
attacks on theWorld Trade Center
towers in New York and on the Pentagon
outside ofWashington plunged the
nation into a warlike struggle against
an enemy that will be hard to identify
with certainty and hard to punish
with precision.

The whole nation�to a degree the
whole world�shook as hijacked airliners
plunged into buildings that symbolise the
financial andmilitary might of the United
States. The sense of security and self-
confidence that Americans take as their
birthright suffered a grievous blow.
Recovery will be slow and the aftershocks
will be nearly as bad, as hundreds and
possibly thousands of people discover
that friends or relatives died awful,
fiery deaths.

AsWashington struggled to regain a
sense of equilibrium, with warplanes and
heavily armed helicopters crossing
overhead, present and past national
security officials debated the possibility
of a Congressional declaration of war�
but against whom, and in what exact
circumstances?Warships were
manoeuvring to protect New York and
Washington. TheNorth American Air
Defense Command, which had seemed to
many a relic of the cold war, adopted a
posture of heightened alert and suddenly
seemed relevant.

At the height of the Cubanmissile
crisis, when the sense of danger was just
as palpable, John F Kennedy stayed in
Washington, but President Bush only
flew back toWashington Tuesday night,
escorted by F-15 and F-16 fighters.
Leaders of both parties closed ranks
behind him and in a brief, earnest
televised speech, he said the day had
taken �thousands of lives� and generated
�a quiet, unyielding anger� in the nation.
He promised that those who harboured
terrorists would be treated as harshly as
the terrorists themselves.

For Bush the attacks constituted a
threat and an opportunity. Aminority
president just a few months into his term,
and derided by many as intellectually
inadequate, he is likely to be judged in
the months ahead on whether he can take
command.Will he prove to be a Jimmy
Carter, whose presidency was poisoned
by his inability to resolve the Iranian
hostage crisis? Or will he enhance his
reputation, as Ronald Reagan did after
the explosion of the space shuttle
Challenger and as Bill Clinton did after
theOklahomaCity bombing?

Samuel Popkin, a political scientist at
the University of California at SanDiego,
who worked in the presidential campaign
of Al Gore, said: �Many Americans have
come to consider politics irrelevant in
recent years. Now politicians matter
again, and the president, in his role as
commander in chief, becomes our focal
point.� In a statement made at an air
base in Louisiana, Bush said that �the
resolve of our great nation is being
tested� and pledged to meet it. Arizona�s
Senator JohnMcCain, Bush�s sometime
Republican rival, said he was confident
the culprits would be caught and severely
punished and that the president would
�ensure something like this will never
happen again.� These comments set the
bar perhaps too high.

The public will rise to the challenge;
many in the buildings hit reacted with
almost supernatural calm. But Bush alone
must decide how to retaliate and against
whom, and he will be operating in a
murky area. �We�re better than we used
to be at monitoring terrorist activities,
but today makes it obvious we are not
nearly good enough,� a senior intelligence
official conceded. Preventing another
attack will be very difficult and while
identifying malefactors after an attack is
relatively easier, experts caution against
assuming, for example, that the attacks
were the handiwork of Osama bin Laden.

Even ifWashington concludes that

President Bush alone must decide how to retaliate and
against whom, and he will be operating in a murky area.

Fighting an invisible enemy

his organisation or some other foreign
terrorist group was responsible, devising
an appropriate response will present
complications. For one, bombs and
rockets tend to kill the innocent and the
guilty. Some strategists suggest that Bush
might mount a ground attack on bin
Laden�s headquarters, believed to be
somewhere in Afghanistan, much as
WoodrowWilson sent American troops
into Mexico beforeWorldWar I to
capture Pancho Villa dead or alive. But
they did not get him. And Afghanistan
has proved resistant, throughout its
history, to foreign forces trying to
operate there.

If the US develops solid evidence
that any country aided the perpetrators
of the attacks, said Richard C.
Holbrooke, ambassador to the UN under
the Clinton administration, a declaration
of war against that country might be
appropriate and retaliation should
certainly be undertaken. Another
consideration is the attitude of the
Middle Eastern oil states to any
retaliatory attack by the US, which
remains uncertain.Many Americans,
particularly those old enough to
remember 7December, 1941, compared

today�s events to the Japanese attack on
Pearl Harbor. This was Pearl Harbor
redux without the face of an enemy. In
this anomalous situation, Bush is likely
to avail himself fully of the knowledge,
experience and prestige of his secretary of
state, retired Gen Colin Powell. The
president �needs Colin like he�s never
needed him before,� an administration
official said.

It appears possible that the attacks
will undercut Bush�s campaign for a
missile defence shield by suggesting that
such a shield would concentrate
American resources on seeking protection
against the wrong kind of threat. People
who wish the US ill �don�t need missiles
to do this country harm,� Professor
Popkin argued, �and we saw that clearly
this morning.� Or, the attacks might
persuade the American public that
everything possible should be done to
protect the nation. It will be up to Bush
to make that case. If he makes it well, it
will be harder for the Democrats to
mount a partisan assault on his plan.

It will be up to him as well, perhaps
even more important, to keep the
country from entering a kind of psychic
bomb shelter, reluctant to make

decisions, take chances, even to fly from
one city to another. One of the most
important contributions to Londoners�
morale during the Battle of Britain was
made by KingGeorge VI, who calmly
toured the city despite the blitz.

Inevitably, the attacks will make
daily life in the US complicated.
Security will be tightened and airport
checks will be stricter. It will be harder
to get about. At past moments of
national tension, like the ColdWar,
civil liberties have come under pressure.
Senator Joseph R Biden, a Democrat,
warned that �if we alter our basic
freedoms, our civil liberties, change the
way we function as a democratic society,
then we will have lost the war before it
has begun in earnest.�

Andwhat of the nation�s economy, the
mainpreoccupationofmuchof thenation?
Although the stockmarket remained
closedTuesday,KarenPHughes, Bush�s
counsellor, was at pains to state that the
rest of the economic system functioned
normally. But it was by nodefinition a
normal day, and sooner or later its hellish
events are bound to affect the economy in
someway�probably not for the better. �
(New York Times)
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Abomber and a helicopter survey the seat of theUSmilitary. Dazed tourists walk past the billowing smoke from the Penta-
gon.
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Indianestablishmentandthepalacetogether.
Meanwhile,howis it that theMaoistshavenot
attractedacritical reference fromeither source
when even stray remarks by senileNepali
Congress leaders creates flutters within
Narayanhiti and themouthpieces of the
Indianembassy.

Perhapsall thishair-splitting isquite
unnecessary.Whenthetwomost important
politicosof thecountry�thechairpersonof
therulingpartyandthechiefof themain
oppositioninparliament�agreeonas
importantan issueas thenatureof the threat
facingthenationanddemocracy�andthe
possible roleof thepalaceandIndia in that
regard�nofurtherproofmaybesaidtobe
needed.ComradeMadhavKumarNepaland
GirijaPrasadKoirala togethervindicate those
whobelieve insomeIndianandpalace
involvementincoddlingtheMaoists.And
whentheMaoistspubliclyprofess their
oppositiontobothIndiaandthepalace, they
doseemtoprotest too loudly.

Andtherein liesanother lessonforPrime
MinisterSherBahadurDeuba: thekeyto
solvingtheMaoistproblemlies inbalancing
theinterestsofSouthBlockandNarayanhiti
withoutcompromisingtheaspirationsof
commonNepalis.Nobodydoubtsthe
nationalist credentialsof theMaoist rankand
file,but the leadershipof insurgenciesareprone
tobeingmanipulatedbythosewhoprovide
them sustenance and shelter.Meanwhile, in
a society like ours, primeministers antago-
nise the powerful palace establishment at
their ownperil.

LetuswishDeubawell,becauseweeither
sinkorswimdependingonhowtheMaoist
insurgencycomestoanend.Nepal isonce
againinoneofthosequagmiresofhistorywhen
all forcesopposedtodemocracyarealigned
against thesovereigntyandintegrityof the

country.Thepalpable fear that
youseeonthe faceofevery
Nepalionthe trailhas its
reasons.Aquestionmarkhangs
overtheverysurvivalofNepali
societyaswehaveknownit
sincethepromulgationofthe
ConstitutionoftheKingdomof
Nepal1990.Itmighthavehada
lotwanting,but it is thekindof
society to leadus into the future.
Let Indiaunderstandtheneedto
proactivelysupportNepali
democracy,andlet thepalace
knowthat inpanderingtothe
Maoists itplayswitha fire that
will engulf itself.�

irijaPrasadKoiralahasonceagain
causeda tempest in the teacup that is
Kathmanduhigh-society.TheNepali

elite takespride in itsdouble-standards:while
whisperingaboutthe linksbetweenIndia, the
palaceandtheMaoist insurgencyisderigueur
atprivategatherings,youaren�t supposedto
voicesuchconcernswithintheearshotof the
hoipolloi.Soit isnotwhatGirijababusaidthat
has raisedhackles,but thewhen,whereand
howofhis statements.Bythinkingaloudin
public,hehasquestionedthepolitical
correctnessof thecapital�s establishment.

Youdon�thave tobeaJamesBondto
figureoutthattheMaoist insurgencydepends
onsupply-lines fromIndia.Earlierreports that
ComradePrachandahadtravelledtoLondon
onanIndianpassportremainunconfirmed,
but the fact thatheholdscourt inSiligurihas
beenverifiedbyabevyof leftist leaderswho
travelledtotheChickenNeckforanaudience
withhimjusta fewweeksago.Certainly, the
Maoistshavebasesandsafehouses southof
theborder,andtrainingcampstoboot.

Itwouldbebeinggrosslydisrespectful to
thehawk-eyedIndianintelligenceunits to
allege that theyhavebeenunawareofplots
beinghatchedrightundertheirnosesagainst
theverysystemofgovernmentofafriendly
neighbouringcountry.Directcomplicityofthe
Indiangovernmentisnotestablished,andmay
be toomuchtoclaim,but there isnodoubt
thatIndianintelligenceagencieshavebeen
lookingawayas theMaoistshavegoneabout
procuringweaponsinthearmsbazaarsof
Bihar,UPandWestBengal.

Similarly,KingBirendramaynothavehad
a�workingunity�withtheMaoistsasDr
BaburamBhattaraiclaims,butyoudonot
needanotherSherlockHolmestounderstand
that thepalacehasplayedahandinpreventing
thearmyfrommobilisingagainsttheinsur-
gents,disallowingSinghaDarbar
thekindofpotentialpowerevery
governmentneedswhen
confrontedwithaninsurgency.No
thankstoNarayanhiti, theNepal
Policemustbetheonlycivilian
police intheworldtohave fought
anorganised insurgency entirely
on its own,without somuch as
moral support from theRoyal
NepalArmy.

ByassertingtoKrishnaPrasad
Bhattarai that theRoyalNepal
Armywashisowntoemploy,King
Birendracuttheprimeministerof
the sovereignpeople to size, and
boosted themoraleof the likesof
RamBahadurThapa,alias

ComradeBadal,commandanteofthe
�people�sarmy�.WhenMaoist insurgents
wentonarampageinDunai,RoyalNepal
Armysoldiers innearbybarracksheardthe
carnagebutdidnot lifta finger.WhenHoleri
episodeindicatedasudden turnaroundwith
the deployment of themilitary and a first-
time showof force by the government, the
armydithered� leading to the resignation of
Girija PrasadKoirala the nextmorning.

While itwouldbesacrilegious to lay
blameonthepersonof the lateorpresent
king, theestablishmentcalled the �palace� is a
differentkettleof fishaltogether.Back in
1981,BPKoiralaenunciatedthedifference
betweenthe institutionofkingshipandthe
palaceestablishment inaninterviewtothe
AmritaBazaarPatrika:�Thepalace isabizarre
affair. It isn�t amonolith, so to speak.There is
thekingandtherearealsoother lobbies in the
palace. I shallnotbe surprised if thebig
powersalsohavetheirownspokesmeninthe
palace.� �Bigpowers�havebecomeless
important inaunipolarworld,but thereare
alwaysaspiringregionalpowerswhowantto
flex theirmuscles.And,withinthepalace, it is
clear that theapparatchiksareverymuchthere
fromearlier times,andthedayswhenthey
wieldedabsolutepower inthenameof the
Panchayatimonarchmustseemoncemore
tantalisinglyclose to thegrasp.

Whileanalliancebetweenthepalaceand
thesouthernpowermayseemtoofar-fetched,
it isnotunlikely that there is amomentary
coincidenceof interest thatcomesaboutasa
resultof the instabilitybroughtaboutbythe
Maoistconflagration.GirijaKoirala�s fears,at
thevery least,need tobe seenasmore than the
rantingsofapoliticianoutofa job.And
perhaps thenwecanseewhathe ispointing
at�theextraordinarydegreeofcomplacency
vis-à-vis theMaoist insurgencyshownbythe

by CK LALSTATE OF THE STATE

An unstable tripod

CRYING WOLF BEFORE MAO’S TIGER
While the terrorist attacks on American civilian targets confound the
mind, the Maoist problem back in our Himalayan mid-hills will not go
away. The uncontrolled situation of the past week may be a harbinger
of the days to come, when no one is in charge and citizens are left to
fend for themselves. Certainly, the Maoists are not showing the forbear-
ance for a party that seeks a negotiated solution—mass meetings
calling for uprising, and rejection of the system of government at hand,
radical slogans and all-out extortion, which has let go of all semblance
of propriety. In the middle of all this, the government is nowhere to be
seen, while the Prime Minister is seen everywhere, spending hours at
length at seminars of feminism in South Asia and book launches. The
Royal Palace seems confident it can handle the situation if the country
goes over the brink, but does not seem in any hurry to make the army
respond to the developing situation. Human rights activists of a particu-
lar shade of pale, meanwhile, are mum about Maoist activities, but all-
too-ready to condemn a non-existent government for trying to derail
talks following stray incidents of firings by the army. A national farce is
what they seem to think human rights activism is , and it is doubtful that
they will be around to tackle the human rights situation when it truly
begins to deteriorate—either under an authoritarian monarchy or a
Maoist dictatorship.

Faced with an inactive Deuba, a fire-breathing Prachanda and hold-
your-fire King, the public in parts has taken it upon itself to respond to
the Maoists. It is an escalating trend—villagers in widely separated
regions are reacting against the Maoists cadre at the local level. While
some may see a positive development in this, vigilantism is the proof
of the absence of the state, where societal complaints are tackled
violently and without recourse to the government administration, the
courts, village leadership or community elders. Also, it often tends to
be part of the destabilising endgame in societies, the moment before
everything goes completely out of hand and it is every individual for
himself. This is also the moment when the thugs come out of the
woodwork to take advantage of the situation, goons masquerading as
Maoists or anti-Maoists. Much more importantly, in Nepal, with its
enormous diversity in population (which the Maoists do not seem to
have understood—see their puritanical edict on alcohol), the reaction
against Maoists can often pit community against community. This is
partly what happened in Parsa, where some people capitalised on the
brewing hill-plains disenchantment (about the citizenship bill, land
reform, extortion of plainsmen by overwhelmingly parbate Maobadi) to
attack the settlement of a
certain community. This kind
of collective pratikar, or violent
reaction, can also ignite
elsewhere in the country
between different communi-
ties. Unless the Maoists
manage to find themselves a
safe landing in mainstream
society, we could, very soon,
be playing with communal
fire.

In the absence of such a
safe landing, chances are
there will be not so much a
Maoist war as a plethora of
actions, by the police, the
army, the Maoists, the public.
National energy will be frittered away on an unprecedented scale. And
it will end, if our audaciously supine, tragically silent parliament and its
members fail to act, with an authoritarian putsch of one kind of another.
When that happens is when we will really need human rights activists.
But will they be there? Not likely. It is easy to be active today, pontificat-
ing against an un-reactive and humiliated government. If there is a
takeover, it will soon be clear what activism means, more than it was in
the Panchayat era or in the intervening years of democracy. That is
when the unsullied members of the Kathmandu intelligentsia will have
to stand up courageously for human rights, press freedom, and the
right to gather and engage openly in politics. Do not expect those who
raise their fists at the Maoists in greeting rather than defiance today to
mediate their safe landing or stand up for a plural society when the
time comes to fight for it.

Perhaps it is time to take away the term ‘human rights activist’ from
the many Nepalis who wear this signifier on their lapels. Like ‘environ-
mentalist’, another misused term, ‘human rights activists’ is what
others call you because of courage shown in the face of personal
harm. It is not a name you unilaterally commandeer for your use, or
simply to register an NGO that will work for—take your pick—child
rights, women’s rights, refugee rights, prisoner rights. ‘Human rights
activist’ is a term you have to earn.

When things start to go down, the real human rights activists will
arise. As for the rest, if they cry wolf too often they might not recognise
the authoritarian tiger at the door.

The Maoists, the palace and the Indian connection make
for treacherous, confusing realpolitik.
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Budhathoki murder
Police are looking for a member of the Bhutan Revolutionary Free
Students’ Force, a youth organisation that has claimed responsibility
for the killing of RK Budhathoki, a prominent leader of the Bhutanese
refugees in exile in Nepal.

Budhathoki, the first president of the Bhutan Peoples Party (BPP)
was hacked to death in Damak, Jhapa on Sunday. He succumbed to
serious neck injuries from a khukuri and died at Amda hospital in
Damak. Budhathoki was attacked by about half-a-dozen young men at
the BPP’s youth wing office where he was attending a meeting. Police
have arrested three people who were at that meeting and are on the
look out for six other suspects who are absconding.

Budhathoki, who is survived by his wife and three children, left
Bhutan in 1989 and settled down in Birtamod, Jhapa from where he
continued to raise his voice for democracy in Bhutan. He was among
those refugee leaders credited with lobbying for raising awareness
about the plight of nearly 100,000 Bhutanese refugees living in seven
camps in Nepal.

“Though, we’ve lost an important member of the movement, we will
not end our struggle,” says SB Subba, president of the Bhutan
Refugees Repatriation Representative Committee. “There’s a certain
amount of insecurity prevailing at the moment, but the situation in the
camps is peaceful.”
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Fr Charles Law SJ
22 September 1931—9 September 2001
Fr Charles A Law, Jesuit educator, noted poet
and social worker, passed away last Sunday
evening. Fr Law came to Nepal in 1958, when
he worked briefly at the newly-established St
Xavier’s School in Godavari, before heading to
Kurseong in India to study theology. After his
ordination to Catholic priesthood in 1964, he
returned to Nepal to teach at St Xavier’s School, Jawalakhel where he
was the mainstay of the science program for nearly 25 years.
Although he spent the most time in Kathmandu, Fr Law was passion-
ately interested in rural Nepal. He spent six months at a school in
Dolakha and four years teaching science in a high school in Parbat
district. Fr Law was instrumental in founding St Xavier’s College and
was principal of its Intermediate in Science program. Under his
initiative, the first bachelor’s degree programme in social work was
started in August 1996, and he was head of that department until he
was named superior of the Jesuit Training Centre in Kupondole until a
few months ago. Fr Law was also a noted poet and his work in
English written in Nepal reflects his deep commitment to justice and his
concern for the poor and the disadvantaged.
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Expect the worst
Here’s something to worry about.  A report by the Japan International
Co-operative Agency (JICA) says
over 20 percent houses in
Kathmandu Valley will be destroyed
if an earthquake of the same
intensity—8.4 on the Richter
scale—as that in 1934, hits the
region again. JICA prepared the
report at the request of the Home
Ministry, which wanted to assess possible damage to prepare ways
to minimise the impact. The final report is due next year. According to
JICA’s early findings about 54,025 houses will be completely damaged
and another 74,927 of the total 2.56 million houses in the Valley will be
slightly affected. It also predicts that Bhaktapur will suffer the heaviest
damage and could lose 27 percent of its buildings. Kathmandu and
Lalitpur are predicted to lose 20 percent each. Damage of that scale
could leave over 17,000 dead and over 50,000 seriously injured. And
after the quake will come disease, which could prove even deadlier.
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Power thieves
Nepal Electricity Authority (NEA) is in a fix. It hasn’t been able to
collect dues amounting to Rs 2 billion. And it is not people like you and
us that are not paying their bills. The defaulters are the government
and local government institutions who owe NEA almost all of that
money, the private sector and individual subscribers owe the rest.
Government corporations owe the NEA about Rs 220 million and the
home ministry alone owes the utility some Rs 40 million. It is a Catch-22
situation for NEA officials: donors say there will be no money until the
authority can prove that its bills are paid, and the largest defaulter of
them all is the government, which has to approve all NEA loans.
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Baby steps
Finally children from the carpet industry have a chance to go to
school—thanks to a committee of carpet industry owners, labourers
and the Central Carpet Industries Association (CCIA). So far 1,279
children between the ages of two and five have benefited from eight
non-formal education centres managed by the committee with support
from GTZ (the German technical co-operation agency). Of the children
enrolled at these centres, about 400 have gone on to local public and
private schools. Set up between 1999 and 2000, the eight centres in
Kathmandu, Sindhupalchowk, Kirtipur and Doti Valley aim to provide
children of weavers a right environment for early childhood develop-
ment and ensure they don’t enter the labour market too early.

workers in one room, hewill be
able to save about Rs 5,000 a
month.Whichmeans heneeds to
works for 16months to return the
principal, Rs 80,000, bywhich time
his debt, with the interest, will have
climbed toRs 144,000.

Although thegovernment
recognises that foreign employment
is a strategy to address national
poverty, the poor do not benefit
from the fewopportunities
presented toNepalis. A study
conductedinLahachokVDCin
Kaski in1999byJaganathAdhikari,a
Pokhara-basedresearcher, foundthat
thepoorest40percentof thevillage
couldnotpossiblybenefit fromforeign
employmentbecausetheycouldnot
raiseRs60,000,theminimumcashit
tooktogeta foreign job.

The other trap�thebigger
one�forworkers abroad is the
difference betweenwhat the
employment agenciespromise and
the actual work conditions they are
facedwith.Worried anddepressed
by the prospect of losing their
investment and the loss of face,
these youths oftenwork in inhuman
conditions, just to be able to return
having at least broken even.
Perhaps because of this, the death
rate among theNepali workers in
theGulf is shockingly high.The
Bhattarai report says that in three
years between1997-2000, 400
hundredyoungNepalis in these
countries died in accidents or

committed suicide. In January
2001 alone the bodies of 14 dead
workers were flown to
Kathmandu.

Thegovernmentpromises to
make the foreign employment a
secure option for the poor. In
1998, thenprimeministerGirija
PrasadKoirala said hewould
appoint labour attachés in
countrieswith over 5,000Nepali
workers, to look after their
interests. This nevermaterialised.
Promoting foreignemployment
opportunities is amajor compo-
nent ofNepal�s economic
diplomacy, but proposals like
Koirala�s have always come to
naught.Aproposed labour
agreementwithQatar has been
under discussion since 1998, but
no substantial progressed has been
made.The1998/99budget speech
proposed that 200Nepalis each
from the 205 electoral constituen-
cieswould be employed overseas
via a government agency. In
October 1999, the government
announced that itwould establish
a �foreign employment bank� to
provide credit to overseas job
seekers.Neither of these promises
hasmaterialised.

After the governments in the
Gulf allowed individuals to hire
foreignworkers two years ago, the
demand in these countries for
unskilledworkers has risen
sharply. SinceBangladesh,

Pakistan and India,which used to
be themain sources of cheap,
foreign labour, donot send
workers there anymore,Nepal has
become the new resource.Nepali
agents alsowant tomake bigger
profits, and supplyingworkers to
meet this demandhas become an
attractive option. And they donot
stop at anything.There have been
anumber of incidents inwhich
unskilledNepali workers are sent
to theGulf under demand letters
for skilled or semi-skilledworkers
received through legitimate
channels.Once there, these
workers, unsure of their legal
position and rights, cannot refuse
thework that is asked of them.
DamaruBallaveBhattarai confirms
this: �Smugglingofworkers into
theGulf is going onunchecked,
Nepalis are being lured into
slavery.�

HariBahadurSunuwar,who
cannot readEnglish, said his agent
promised that that hismonthly
salarywould beRM475 forwork
at a construction site inMalaysia,
but the paper hewas handed
before he checked in for his flight
at theTribhuvan International
Airport says clearly that hewill be
paid theMalaysian equivalent of
$3 per day�aboutRs 6,000 a
month if heworks for 26days.

Sunuwar�s case is not only a
breachof theunderstanding
betweenhimandhis employment

agency, but also violates the 1985
ForeignEmploymentAct (FEA)
that prohibitsworkers from
going�orbeing sent�abroad for
under $125permonth.TheFEA is
violated at every stage in such
employmentprocesses.

Fraud in foreignemployment
flourished in the 15 years between
1985 and1999, because theFEA
was not supported by a strong
regulation.Before theForeign
EmploymentRegulationwas
enacted in 1999, theAct operated
on the basis of policy direction,
notifications andoral orders from
theDepartment of Labour, all of
which created confusion and
ambiguities.TheRegulationhas
strict provisions that allow the
government to conduct investiga-
tions into and evendisqualify
agencies that violate the law, the
problem is still in the implementa-
tion side.

BinodKumarBhattarai,
member-secretary of theEmploy-
mentPromotionCommission, says
he knowswhy this happens. �The
political patronage given to
culprits and the involvement of
labour officials hampers the
implementationmost,� he says. In
Nepal, employment is a political
issue.MPs time and again confess
openly that they are under great
pressure to provide employment to
their constituents. So, as the
foreign employment sector has
grown,manyof these �representa-
tives of the people� got involved in
the business themselves or bought
favours during the elections. In the
still-confusedbureaucracy of the
agenciesmeant to guard the
interests ofworkers abroad�the
Ministry of Labour andTransport
Management and theDepartment
of Labour�the conflict of interest
is open.The present labour
minister, Palten Gurung, has a
brother, Tek Bahadur Gurung,
who runs an employment agency
calledHimalayanManpower
Agency. The under-secretary for
labour, Dev Ratna Tamrakar, is
himself one of the main accused
in a fraud scandal involving
Samjhana Overseas Services last
year, where 228 people say they
were cheated. �
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Ghantagharafterthe1934earthquake
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by DANIEL LAKHERE AND THERE

NEPALGANJ: In this border town,huddled along a road andan invisible
line through lush green paddy fields and stands of sal and flame of the forest
trees, I feelmore at home than inmany other parts of the subcontinent.
This is a feeling that has nothing to dowith aesthetics, good restaurants or
nightlife. But it has everything to dowith the presence of the border.Now
before ultra nationalists leap to conclusions (a-ha, told you hewas soft on
India), letme say it is the border itself that intrigues and pleasesme, the
terrain around it, and the peoplewhomake their livings along the frontier.

Nepalganjmaynot be pretty, but it�s full of life anddynamism.
Fortunes can bemade here, and lost. Evermore opulentmosques are
poppingup, and theMuslimproperty dealer ormerchantwhobuilds them
has a palatial sprawling home,well within range of the azaan. Aficionados
ofNewari architecture, and I amone, will find little to please them in the
style of construction. It is largely of a type known inDelhi as Punjabi
Baroque, balconies and bedrooms galore, crenelatedwalls and terraces,
suburban sprawl at its finest. Butwhat I admire is the border-driven energy
that generated thewealth behind the construction.

I�ve been drawn to frontier areas for as long as I can remember. A still
distinct impression fromchildhood is the delicious trepidation of crossing
fromCanada to theUnited States andmakingmuchof the differences from
one side to the next. Canada has parlayed its proximitywith theworld�s
greatest economy into a pretty successful project. Call it, if you like, border
management.Abig, sometimes implacablyuncaringorunfathomable
neighbour, but keep the goods, services and tourists flowing and
everything is all right.

So inwanderings ever since, I�ve gone to the borderlands, even if I
didn�t have to, tomarvel andwonder. Some favourites spring tomind.At

Borderlands
NongKhai,Thailand,
on theMekongRiver,
you boarded a rickety
woodenboat, and
balancing luggageon
your knees as the long-
tailed engine churned
across to Laos. Behind
you, a classic frontier
town slipped into the
mist.NongKhaiwas
thehavenof dreams
for Laotians and their
ethnic cousins on the
Thai side. It thronged
with beer bars,
brothels, dodgy
businesses based on
smugglingandpeople
selling evermore
ambitiousdreams in

Bangkok.The townwas an island of relative prosperity in the poorest
part ofThailand and the unfathomable poverty of Laos. At night, you
could hear the splashes of illegal boats and swimmers, braving the
currents and the cops for a taste of prosperity.

Between Singapore and the old pirate capital ofTanjungPinang in
Indonesia, an ultramodernhydrofoil takes from the consumerist
paradise of the LionCity to genteel and picturesque decline. Buccaneer-
ing isn�t what it used to be, but smuggling hopefulworkers to Singapore
isn�t a bad substitute. It is a rough business and only the strong survive.
Indonesians travel thousands of kilometres and spend their life savings to
get toTanjung Pinang.Usually they fail to realise even a sliver of their
dreams. But the first glimpse of the frontier, on land orwater, fills them
with unrealistic hope so they carry one.

Anyonewho travels, by necessity or for fun,will tell you that borders
are a state ofmind, not lines drawn by colonial pens or bureaucrats at
negotiating tables.Nepal�s border regionwith India is such a place. It
isn�t true to say, as theWestern guidebooks do, that places like
Nepalganj are �more Indian� or �lessNepali.�What they are is the
frontierwhere hearts andminds are different from those in the
hinterlands in either direction, where people are tougher, less law-
abiding, often friendlier andusuallywealthier. Thosewho advocate, in
Delhi andKathmandu, re-imposing tight restrictions on the border
should bear all thismind.Open frontiers bother officialdombut
generatewealth; closed borders enrich smugglers. Ask the Indians and
the Pakistanis how successful they have been on keeping their frontier
shut to terrorism, spying, contraband anddivided families.Only the
latter lose out. �

On the frontier, hearts and minds are
different from those in the hinterlands
in either direction.
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HEMLATA RAI
hhatiyaVDC�sWardEight
in Parbat has nobody to
represent it at theVillage

DevelopmentCommittee.The
wardpresident and vice president
bothwork abroad. In recent years
Chhatiya, likemost other parts of
Nepal, haswitnessed an exodus of
able-bodiedmen.

Young Nepalis seeking jobs overseas are cheated at every
stage of the employment procedure. And once they are
abroad, in debt and unsure of their rights, they work in
some pretty appalling conditions.

Hard labour

�Withmyacademic
qualifications, I will never be able
get a job that pays enough to
sustainmy family.Otherwise,who
would think about going abroad,�
saidChhatraBahadurPun, vice
president ofWardEight, as hewas
waiting to board a plane for
Malaysia. Punhas 12 years of
formal education andheworkedhis

family�s field before being elected to
theward office.

Nepal earns a huge amount in
the formof remittances from
citizensworking abroad, but there
are also thousands ofNepalis
cheated of their inheritance and
land-holdings, lured by the prospect
of employmentoverseas.An
investigationbyHimal

Khabarpatrika last year estimated
that remittances fromabroad earn
Nepal aboutRs 75billion annu-
ally�more than tourism, foreign
aid and exports put together.
However, there is no data available
about how this is split up between
the different kinds ofworkers or
howmuch of it is taken as �commis-
sion� by the agents.Most impor-
tantly, there is no data on the
actual number ofNepaliworkers
abroad.The labour department,
under theMinistry of Labour and
TransportationManagement, is
supposed tomonitor the foreign
employment sector, but officials
could not even tell us howmuch an
aspiringworker pays an employ-
ment agency for placement.

Given thewidespreadun- and
underemployment here, it is not
surprising that peoplewant to go
abroad.More youth are educated
and on the lookout forwhite-collar
jobs, but the job creation potential
is negligible in this sector. There are
around300,000newpeople on the
jobmarket every year, and only a
scant 10 percent can be accommo-
dated in the formal sector.Data for
theNinth Plan says thatwhile
unemployment is at five percent,
underemployment stands at a
whopping47percent.ThePlanhas
other alarmingdetails�unemploy-
ment is highest in the 15-25 age
group.

TheNepal LabourForce Survey
1998/99 includes householdwork
like fetchingwater and collecting
firewoodunder thepurviewof
�work,� which brings the overall
unemploymentdown to two
percent. And yet even in this survey,

unemployment is highest in the
most productive 15-25 age-group.

Youngpeople�especially
youngmen�arebeingpushed to
the edge.Despite publicised
incidents of fraud anddeceptionby
agents, they are overwhelmingly
using family property to try their
luck.The ineptitude in the
DepartmentofLabour, inefficient
implementationof laws concerning
workers� rights, anddouble-dealing
privatemanpower agents all
maximise the risks.Unskilled
workers whowant to go to Persian
Gulf countries and south-east Asian
countries such asMalaysia suffer
themost.

SociologistGaneshGurung
conducted a study last yearwhich
found that economically and
educationallydisadvantagedgroups
generally head toPersianGulf
countries for employment, followed
by south-east Asian countries like
Malaysia. Suchworkers� decision to
seek employment inparticular
countries usually tends to depend
on the socio-economic conditions
of their families, their educational
status, access to information,
existing support networks and the
country�s proximity toNepal.
Thosewithmorewell-off back-
grounds tend to head farther afield,
to Japan, Korea and theWest.

People seeking foreign employ-
ment canbe cheated twice�within
the country andwhen they reach
their destination.Thedeception
begins as soon as a person indicates
his interest in foreign employment.
The villagemoneylender is often
the first to benefit, as employment
agencies require applicants to pay

the entire amount involved in
seeking and securing a job in one
go, before the process is started.
Applicantswant themoney
desperately, andmoneylenders in
the informal sector will give it to
them�often at 60percent per
annum.And, since the supplyof
workers is contracted and sub-
contracted in somany layers, from
overseas agencies toNepali agency
to smaller agencies to individual
brokers in the countryside, a
worker could enduppayingdouble
the actual cost of the process. At
every layer, the agencies add on a
comfortablemargin for themselves.
Former labour secretaryDamaru
BallavBhattarai, whowent on a
study tour last year to the Persian
Gulf, estimates that for a jobwhich
should cost Rs 50,000 to organise,
a gullible, helpless and desperate
worker ends uppayingRs 80,000-
90,000.

Thismakes formany sad
individual stories, but it is also
damaging the social fabric of this
country. Say a hill lad takes on a
loan of Rs 80,000 at 60 percent
interest fromhis villagemoney-
lender to pay an agent to secure a
three-year job assignment in
Malaysia. Even if he saves substan-
tially through that period, he still
loses. If one is to the believe
newspaper advertisements, a literate
Nepaliworkerwithout anyprevious
experience or knowledge, can get a
job inMalaysia that paysRM475
(NRs9,500) permonth, ofwhich
RM100will be deducted in tax. If
this worker lives on the barest
minimum,eatingnoodle souponce
a day andbunkingwith five other
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by PUSKAR BHUSALSOMEWHERE IN NEPAL

fter complaining for years about how
corruption has struck deep roots in
the country,Nepalis have suddenly

realised how they are contributing to the
rot. A recent study by a teamof local and
foreign experts found that 42 percent of
Nepalis whodeviate from rectitude insist
that they are forced to do so by the respect
society bestows on the slightest taint of
shadiness. (Nepal Samacharpatra, 7
September, 2001).

For today�smuch-malignedpolitical
aristocracy in particular, the study is the
best thing that has happened since the
collapse of the panchayat edifice in 1990.
Somepeople have finally put the human
turpitude index in its true perspective. The
experts rankeddevelopmentworkers and
politicians�a classification that itselfmust
behighly comforting toourunfairly
besmirched leaders�sixth on its list of
sevenmost corrupt categories of official-
dom.Revenueofficers,CDOsandLDOs,
ministry secretaries anddepartmental heads,
police, and licence-granting officials appear
to be farmore proficient in andpreoccupied
with diverse pursuits of perversion.
Moreover, politicians are just one percent-
age point ahead ofmembers of judicial
service, who enjoy the protection of endless
variations of the attorney-client privilege
and eerie interpretations of contempt
clauses. Take into account the three-
percentmargin of error customary in such
surveys and youwill realise that politicians
actuallymight be the least corruptNepalis
in public service today.

Incredible as this discoverymay sound,

Corruption index
it does force us to ponder for a while and
reset our ethical compass. By deciding to
enter the public domain, politicians have
willingly cededmuchof their privacy.
Nevertheless, a couple of questions are in
order.Does the fact that politicians are
directly accountable to the peoplemean
they should be judgedby a higher standard
of integrity? Should themodel year of their
Prados and the up-to-the-minute value of
their property comeunder greater public
scrutiny than, say, those of primeministerial
hangers-on?Moreover,whyhaveour
custodians of transparency put a 1990 cut-
off date on political probity, as if the age of
partylessnesswas sparklingly stainless? And
let�s not ignore the other side of the coin.
For every unprincipled politicianwe catch,
there are others who are noted for their
hard graft in their constituencies.

If people don�t like theway their
representativesmakemoney and flaunt it,
they have the right to register their
displeasure in the next election. (That
wouldbe a doublewhammy for graft-
stricken politicians, sincemuch of their ill-
gotten resources is invested in getting re-
elected, a certifiably high-risk venture
during these precarious times.)Given the
popularity of public interest litigation in the
country today, wemay soon see a spurt of
class-action suits for breach of trust against
our leaders. Butwhat remedies do the

people have in dealingwith those reeking
on the higher rungs of crookedness, apart
from corruption cases the defendants go
on to win on appeal nine times out of 10
anyway?

This leads us to the nextmyth that
needs to be urgently demolished: the
supremacy of the elected politician over the
appointed administrator.When former
primeministerGirija PrasadKoiralawas
forced to choose between his water
resourcesminister and the new secretary he
despatched to theministrywithout
bothering to informhis cabinet colleague a
couple ofmonths ago,Koirala didn�t take
too long to decidewhowas expendable. If
there everwas a case for holding politicians
primarily responsible for corrupting the
system, the revelation that there are five
worse offenders out there running a parallel
economywith greasedpalms should suffice
to revise the parameters of the discussions.

The study, conductedunder anAsian
DevelopmentBank-fundedadministrative
reformprogramme, has been submitted to
theCommissionof InvestigationofAbuse of
Authority (CIAA) ostensibly to sensitise the
watchdog to the cultural dynamics of the
decadence.The report should be enough to
electrify our commissioners,whohave
demonstrated the intensity of their
abhorrence of corruptionbydemandingRs
50million each in deposits at the oddest of

hours from two seniorRNACofficials in the
LaudaAir case, to showwhere themuck
stops.Another set of findings, however,may
inspire theCIAA to offer graft suspects a
fairer hearing in the future. A third of those
questioned for the study said they indulged
in corrupt activities tomake endsmeet,
while 16 percent said they dirtied their
hands to get rich quick.Nine percent said
they engaged in under-the-table dealings to
fund their children�s education.

Now, aren�t these perfectly noble
motives?How fair would it be to expect
public servants to serve society on a
digestive system that growlswith hunger
every fewhours? All those living in our free-
market system andwatching satellite
television have the right towant to become
crorepatis, don�t they?Wouldn�t it be
utterly callous to askNepali parents,
already confoundedby seven-day school

Those who rail against graft need to
be a little more empathetic.

shutdowns over fee structures and the
syllabus, to quit hoping for the best
educationmoney canbuy?

In an economywhere traditional safety
nets are being systematically ripped apart by
politically driven combatants and subsidy-
slashing conditionalities attached tomacro-
economic stabilisationprogrammes,
personal initiativemust step into the space
vacated by the state.Under any ends-
justify-the-means standard, revulsion for
our flourishing tribe of bribe-seekerswould
instantly transform into anoutpouringof
public commiseration.However, our failure
to see in our public officials a reflection of
our stained social and cultural standards,
stands in theway of an upsurge of unadul-
terated compassion. It�s perhaps because of
this absence of empathy that the louderwe
rail against corruption, themore
entrenched it becomes. �
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HEMLATA RAI
heguessinggameisover�
Nepal�spopulationis justover
23.2million,saystheNepal

CensusonPopulationandHousing
2001.Other thanthat, theprelimi-
naryreportmostlyreconfirmswhat
we�dsuspected�thatdespite
governmentalandnon-governmental
efforts, thepopulationisgrowingtoo
fast andwilldouble in31years at the
currentgrowthrateof2.27.

Therearesomesurprises, though.
Thepopulationhasgrownby25,000
less thananticipatedbasedonthe
1991census�thereareonlysome
525,000newNepalis,becausethe
growthratehasactuallycomedowna
little from2.38.There isnoofficial
datayetonthecomposition of the
population by age,whichmakes it
difficult to guess at what rate
Nepal�s populationwill grow in the
years tocome.

Still, there is enough inthe report
tomakesomeeducatedguessesathow
thecompositionanddistributionof
Nepal�spopulationwillchangeover
thenextdecade.Therewillbe fewer
males intheproductiveage-group.
This ismainlybecausethealreadyhigh
mobility inthissegmentofthe
populationwillonly increaseasyoung
mencontinuetomovewithinNepal
andabroadinsearchofemployment
andpersonaladvancement.This is
why,althoughtheoverall female

populationishigher,menaddupto
biggercounts inurbanareas. Inonly
18ofthe58municipalitiesdowomen
outnumbermen,andeventheseare
municipalitiescloseto largerurban
areasor those thathavebeenseriously
affectedbytheMaoist insurgency, like
PutaliBazarandWalingofSyangja,
PrithnarayanNagarofGorkha,
KamalamiofSindhuli,BidurNagarof
NuwakotorPanautiofKavredistrict.
Therearealso fewermeninborder
townsacross fromIndia like
MahendranagarandDhagadiinthe
westandBhadrapur intheeast.
Similarly, themalepopulationisalso
foundtobeconcentratedinthemore
fertileandaffluentsectionsof the
tarai, and in theeasternandcentral
developmentregionswhereopportu-
nitiesforemploymentandpersonal
advancementareavailable.

Suchhighmobilityamongyouth
affectsdevelopmentattempts inavery
directway.As theproductive section
ofthepopulationhomesinonaffluent
areas,morebackwardregionsare left
withtheresponsibilityof investingin
educationandhealthcare,but left
withapopulationthatcannot
contributetoomuchtosuchefforts.
Theinfertilemountainregionsare
hometoameagre sevenpercentof the
population.Thetarai�only23
percentofNepal�s land�has48.5
percentof thepopulationandisunder
tremendouspressuretoaccommodate

newmigrants.Suchunevendistribu-
tionofpopulationinthemid-hills, the
mountainsandthetaraicouldhave
disastrousenvironmentaland
developmentalconsequences.Already
land inthe tarai isdecreasing in
fertilityduetoover-farming,andland-
holdingsarebeingfragmented.

�This is thewhathappenswhen
theconceptofequaldevelopment
fails�itdrives thesepeopleawayfrom
wheretheyareneeded,�saidDrRam
HariAryal,ademographer.Andso
plannersare facedwithaparadox:
young,ablemendonotstay intheir
native regionsbecauseof theslow
paceofdevelopment,but tospeedup
positivechangepreciselythis segment
of thepopulation is avital resource.

Migrationtocities isalsohigh�
almost15percentofNepal lives in its
58municipalities.Kathmandutops
the list with five percent growth
over the last decade. The least
developed far-western region is a
home to only 9.5 percent of the
population, about one-fourth the
number in themost developed
central development region.

Women,incomparison,move
aroundless,andtheirconcentrationin
less-developedareasmeanstheyare
deniedopportunities foradvance-
ment.Only13percentofthewomen
live inurbanareaswhere thepopulace
hasgreateraccess toeducation,health
andothersocialdevelopment

infrastructure.Thefar-western
developmentregionhasalreadyseena
markedincreaseinfemale-headed
householdsandaconsiderablyhigher
economicdependenceonwomen.
Thesamephenomenonisprevalent,
althoughinlessextremefashion, in
thewesternandmid-westernregions,
while inthemorehighlydeveloped
easternandcentraldevelopment
areas,menoutnumberwomen.

Thepreliminaryreportdoesnot
give toomuchdetail abouthowthis
imbalanceandmalemigrationis
affectingNepal�swomen,but
indicationsarethat ingeneral,women
arenotdoingtoobadly�thesexratio
of0.997meanswomenarenot
discriminatedtoomuchintermsof
healthcareandnutrition.Aclearer

picturewill emerge inthefinal report
whichfor the first timewillhavedata
onissues relatedtowomen�s
ownershipof landandtheir
contributiontotheeconomy.(See
also�Womencount�,#35.)

Othermatters to lookout for in
thefinal report includesomemore
firsts thatwillhopefullygiveaclearer
pictureofwholiveswhereanddoes
what,andhowmigrantsassimilate.
The2001censusattemptedfor the
first timeto studythe social structure
ofNepal�spopulace intermsof
ethnicity,religionandlanguage.
RadhaKrishnaKC,deputydirectorof
theCentralBureauofStatistics,
declinedtosharethefindingswithus,
buthintedthat the final reportmight
markanoticeable increase in the

The early results of the 2001 census: our
population is growing and moving.
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Buddhistsandtheuseof languages
thatwere leftoutofpreviouscensuses.
This isunsurprising,giventheefforts
ofvarious janjatigroupstoeducate
theirmembers tofill in theforms
accurately. (�Janjatiswant tostand
up,andbecounted�,#42.)

There�s more to come, but
some things are already clear from
the 2001 census: the growth rate
of the population and the average
size of households have both
come down. But we still have
quantity and quality problems
with our population and bringing
it down to a manageable size and
mix remains a challenge. �
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RAMYATA LIMBU
ll will be quiet at Everest
Base Camp this fall. For
the first time in nearly two

decades there is no autumn
expedition from the south side on
the world�s highest mountain.

So is the lure of Everest
fading?

�I don�t think so,� says
Ganesh Raj Karki, undersecretary
at the trekking and
mountaineering section of the
Ministry of Culture, Tourism and
Civil Aviation. �I think a lot of
teams are saving their funds and
energies for 2003, the 50th

anniversary of the first summit
of Everest.�

Karki does, however, ac-
knowledge that all around this is
one of the lowest climbing
seasons he has seen in a long
time. The TourismDepartment
has permitted 22 expeditions to
climb 15mountains around the
country, about one-third the
number that usually comes to
scale Nepal�s peaks from 1
September through 15November.

But Karki remains optimistic.
�We expect the number to
increase to 45 by the end of the
season,� he says. But even that
number falls short of the average
60-65 expeditions that climb in

the Nepali Himalaya every fall.
Despite the fact that spring is

the popular season for Everest, as
large commercial expeditions feel
their chances of negotiating the
treacherous Khumbu Ice Fall and
reaching the summit with the aid
of ropes fixed by climbing Sherpas
are better, trekking professionals
feel the decrease in the overall
number of expeditions is a cause
for concern. �If the trend contin-
ues the next season, the Ministry
should seriously rethink its
mountaineering policies,� says
Ang Tshering Sherpa, chariman
andmanaging director of Asian
Trekking, one of Nepal�s fore-
most trekking and expedition
companies.

Sherpa�s concern is justifiable.
As of this week, there are 20
expeditions climbing ChoOyu via
Tibet, with a few more likely to
go. �That�s the total number of
expeditions climbing inNepal,�
says Sherpa, whose company is
the general sales agent for the
China TibetMountaineering
Association. This fall Asian
Trekking is organising two of the
four expeditions to Everest, six
expeditions to ChoOyu, and
three to Xixapangma�all via
Tibet. In Nepal, it is organising
just one expedition to Pumori. In

Climbinglow
Mountaineering expeditions are
on a downturn, and not only
because of political instability.

spring this year, in contrast, it
organised 24 expeditions to Tibet
and 11 expeditions in Nepal.

Expeditions have often cited
steeper climbing royalties,
bureaucratic hassles, paper chases
around the finance, tourism, and
communicationministries, and
the problem of too many liaison
officers as reasons that discourage
teams from climbing border peaks
via Nepal. �We�ve repeatedly
stressed the need for a one-
window policy to deal with all the
paper work for customs, immigra-
tion, communications, finances,�
says Sherpa.

Nepal has the longest
experience in expedition
operation in the Himalaya, dating
back to 1949. The last major
push to rationalise
mountaineering activities was in
1978, when peaks were opened in
different seasons to accommodate
more expeditions on particularly
popularmountains, unclimbed
peaks were reserved for strictly
Nepali or joint expeditions, and
18 peaks were designated
�trekking peaks� to support the
activities of the Nepal Mountain-
eering Association (NMA)
activities.

Since then there has been
nothing except a steep hike in

1996 in the royalty charged by
HMG to climb Everest. �While
the cost of expeditions in Tibet
and Nepal add up to about the
same for other mountains, there�s
a vast difference in the case of
Everest,� says Sherpa. An Everest
expedition via Tibet, including
royalty, can be organised for
$70,000, which is what a seven-
member expedition via Nepal
pays in royalties alone.

Climbers are also exploring
other areas in the region, mainly
Pakistan, where a number of
unclimbed peaks offer new
challenges. Apart from having a
fair share of eight thousanders,
since Pakistan is a late starter,
expeditions are cheaper there. It
is also closer to Europe and the
US, fromwhere many climbers
come from. �But evenmany
Japanese, avid climbers, are
looking at Pakistan,� says Tashi
Jangbu Sherpa president of the
NMA.

While this year�s political
turmoil may be why some teams
cancelled or postponed, most
expedition leaders and climbers
we spoke with say Nepal needs to
spruce up its act. Officials at the
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ministry say they are trying. �The
regulations have been reviewed
and should be out soon,� says
Karki �They focus on the welfare
of climbing staff from porters to
high-altitude Sherpas, and ensure
that teams have to endure less red
tape. They also address the
concept of climbing season,� he
explains.

When theDestinationNepal
2002-2003Campaignwill
coincide with the 50th anniversary
of the ascent of Everest and two
International Years�of the
Mountain and of Eco-tourism, it
would be an ideal time to open
up new peaks and destinations.

TheMinistry of Culture,
Tourism and Civil Aviation is
trying to convince the Home and
Defence ministries to abandon
their three-decade-old policy and
open prohibited areas on Nepal�s
northern border and also some 60
new peaks. After the Sino-Indian
war in 1962, Nepal closed her

northern borders as a security
precaution. China on the other
hand, opened its borders in the
early 70s and went all out to
drawmountaineers and climbers
to the region by adopting a
liberal tourism policy and setting
up tourism infrastructure.

DrHarka Gurung, geogra-
pher and former tourismminis-
ter, has been saying for the last
decade that Nepal needs to open
prohibited areas and promote
unexplored peaks. Based on
recommendationsmade by the
Central Department of Geogra-
phy and approved by theHome
Ministry and the Defence
Ministry, themountaineering
section of the tourism
department opened nine new
peaks in spring this year. But,
says Gurung, �opening up new
peaks is not a deliberate policy
of the ministry, it is more a
response to external pressure, the
demands of the international
climbing and trekking
community.�

LhotseMiddle (8,413m) in
Solukhumbuwas climbed that
very season by a Russian team
that went up to the South Col of

Everest and made a traverse of the
Tibetan flank and P2 (6,251m)
in theManaslu region was
climbed for the first by the
Ukranian team that made the first
ascent of Manaslu�s South East
Face. This autumn, a six-member
Japanese expedition will be
attemptingHungchi (7,036m) in
Solukhumbu, while a British duo
will try the north face of
Tengkangpoche (6,500m), a
much sought-after peak. The
peaks opened this year are just a
fraction of the list of over 60
peaks the department has
submitted to the Home and
DefenceMinistries for perusal. Of
the 160 peaks open for climbing,
140 are over 6,000 m. This means
that just over 10 percent of the
1,314 peaks over 6,000 m are
open to climbers.

Gurung is quick to point out
that the peaks selected are
concentrated in the east and
middle region of the country,

areas that already benefit from
trekking and tourism, unlike the
relatively unexplored west. This
high disparity in the numbers of
expeditions by area and by peaks
leads to overcrowding in some
places. None of the 18 trekking
peaks operated by the Nepal
Mountaineering Association are
in the western region. To
decrease the regional disparity,
Gurung suggests that setting
higher royalties for crowded
peaks and for the high season
and less for distant peaks and
low season will lead to regional
dispersal and seasonal diffusion
of climbing activities.

In the past two decades,
over 2,000mountaineering
expeditions visited Nepal -
nearly 60 percent of them came
in the autumn. Forty-eight
teams visited in 1979, and
twenty years later this had gone
up to 141. Royalties had also
increased almost forty-fold.
Many say that at least 50
percent of the revenue generated
frommountaineering and
climbing activities should be
given back to these mountain
communities. �
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Climbers at EverestBaseCamp.

South-west face of Everest.
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BINOD BHATTARAI
he timing couldhave been
better, and it shouldn�t have
been donewith the threat of

bankruptcyhangingoverhead.But
other than that, RoyalNepal
Airlines hasmadewhat is probably
one of its wisest decisions in recent
times by scrapping its flights to
Europe.

With its medium-range
narrow-body 757s, Royal Nepal
Airlines was badly over-extended
flying to Frankfurt, Paris and
London.When it bought the
brand new 757s in 1985, flying
them on long-haul interconti-
nental routes was never part of
the plan. But those were days
when it was the only airline flying
direct to Nepal from Europe and
for a time the routes actually
made a profit, especially when it
was serviced by an Airbus 310
leased fromHapag Llyod. The
initial cash flow generated by
European flights helped pay off
the loans for the 757s.

But bad planning, question-
able appointments of general sales
agents andmismanagement
ensured that the airline actually
lost money even if the flights were
full�due to overheads for crew
layovers in Frankfurt andDubai
and the huge cuts for agents
commissions and freebies.

The plan then was to develop
Royal Nepal into a strong
regional airline flying profitable
short routes, picking up passen-
gers on code-sharing arrange-
ments with bigger international
airlines from hubs in Bangkok,
Singapore, HongKong andDubai
as well as service Indian cities
with frequent turnarounds. This
strategy is still valid today, in fact
some argue that is the only way
the airline will survive in the
short-term. But the airlines� top
managers ask: is there the
political will not to interfere?

�Wecan�tdoanythingunless the
government tellsuswhat todo,or
givesusa freehandtodowhatwe
thinkweshould,�oneseniorRoyal
Nepal executive toldus.Theresult is
abadly-ailingairline that isnot the
priorityof itsowner, thegovernment,
exceptwhenitcanbemilkedfor
kickbacks.

Cancelling Europe was a
difficult decision for Royal Nepal,
because as Nepal�s flag carrier, it
also flew to Europe with an
implied responsibility of helping
boost the nation�s image and
tourism. But since the slide began
in the early 1990s, the airline had
actually contributed to harming
that image by being what no
airline should be: unreliable,
inhospitable and rudderless.
RNAC had earned the label:
�Royal Nepal Always Cancelled�.

Political interference in top
management and appointments
turned the airline into an employ-
ment agency, giving it one of the
highest staff-per-aircraft ratios
anywhere in the world and
possibly the most de-moralised as
well. In fact it is surprising that
despite the political excess
baggage and all the internal drag,
the airline flies at all.

To be sure, not everything
can be blamed on politicians.
Royal Nepal�s managers have
taken the cue from their seniors
and have contributed to the rot.

T
Royal Nepal Airlines had to jettison its Europe
routes to keep afloat. But will it be enough?
Themess has accumulated, and
the airline is trailing a debt of
Rs2.5 billion. Even the Nepal Oil
Corporation at times refuses to
refuel Royal Nepal jets because of
a huge backlog of payments.
Royal Nepal�s share of passengers
to and fromNepal has plummeted
from about 54 percent in 1994 to
less than 30 percent.

Ironically, jettisoning Europe
has not only staved off the
haemmorhage, but also turned
the airline into the regional
carrier it should have been all
along. �We were not making
money even when we were flying
full to London and back even in
those early days,� says Mohan
Khanal, Royal Nepal�s director of
External and Public Affairs. �Our
losses in the sector have always
been high, even at 90-95 percent
occupancy, and this time it just
became too difficult to hold out.�

Strangely, no onewas told how
bad thingswere until about six
months ago,whenmanagementhad
just leased a second jet (a widebody
767 fromLaudaAir) andwas
preparing a summer schedule for
four jets. But political instability
and the royalmassacre destroyed
whatwas left of the tourism
industry.Thebooks began looking
really grim, the Lauda deal was
terminated and later, the lease for
theChina Southwest 757 aswell.

Down to its two oldwork-
horses, the airline is pressing the
757s to do 23 regional destinations
eachweek�includingOsaka,
Shanghai,HongKong,Bangkok
and India (Delhi,Mumbai and
Bangalore). From19aircraft in
1991, including four jets, today the
airline is down tonine aircraft�
two jets and sevenTwinOtters of
which four are groundedbecause
they are cannibalised for parts.

RoyalNepal�s failure to service
passengers ondomestic routes has
been covered up by private airlines,
which to a large extent depend on
larger planes bringing inmore
tourists. SaysNarayanSinghPun,
ManagingDirector atNeconAir,

who also runs his ownhelicopter
service,Karnali Air: �A reliable
andwidely connectednational
airline is crucial for tourism,which
is today ourmajor industry so
there are no excuses for cutting
flights.�

Even today, Royal Nepal�s
problems are not
insurmountable.What it needs
is the right environment and the
freedom to becomemore
businesslike. �Give us the
aircraft we need and let us run as
a business, and we can turn the
airline around in two years,� says
a senior airline official. To do
that, the first thing would be cut
the airline free from political
interference. The airline has had
18 bosses in 10 years, and a run
down of names of recent
directors at the airline tells all:
businessmen with conflict of
interest, political cronies, and
sidekicks of the powerful.

The next stepwould be to
look for joint venture partners, to
give themuch-neededboost to
staff andcompanymorale.And
finallywhatRoyalNepal badly
needs is an injection of cash�
aboutRs3 billion to help it pay
back debt and for re-building its
tattered image. For themoment,
say travel industry insiders,
privatisationofRoyalNepalmay
not be the answer since given the
government�s recent record of
privatisation, there is sure to be
major graft. For themoment, all
the airline needs is to be left alone.

�It takes almost a year for our
ministry todecide anything,� says
Pun, also aNepaliCongressMP.
�That is just not how you run an
airline.� For nowno foreign airline
wouldbe interested inRNACand
I don�t blame them for that,� says
Pun.The travel industrywas livid
when the airline stopped its
Europe flights just as the autumn
tourist seasonwas picking up. But
NarendraBajracharya of theHotel
Association ofNepal sees a silver
lining: �Itmakes sense for a
company to say it wants to reduce

losses butmore important is
thinking about how to get the
airline back to its feet soon.�
Bajracharya saysRoyalNepal
should now turn itself into an
effective carrier bringing in tourists
fromregional hubs.However, the
tourist slump that is expected as a
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Leave Royal Nepal alone

fallout from the terrorist attacks in
theUnited States this weekmay
hurt prospects all around. �
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BIZ    NEWS by ARTHA BEEDECONOMIC SENSE

T henewproposedIncomeTax
Acthasbeentabled in
parliament.Lawmakers,

unsurprisingly,arefindingtheymust
taxtheirbrains tounderstandthis
newpieceof legislation.The
governmentcalls it themost
comprehensivesuchproposal ithas
designed,thebusinesscommunity
simplycalls itcomplex.Andas
everywhere, thetaxmanandthe
taxpayerareat loggerheads.

Therehasbeenmuchdescription
of the featuresof theAct in the
press, soyourBeedthought it
was time for a lookatbasics:
what is therationalebehindthe
incometax?Whatkindofsense
does itmake intheNepali
context?

At issue isnot really the
statute,but the intentionsof the
peopledraftingitwhoknowfull
well that the real valueof sucha
lawlies inits implementation.When
discussionsweregoingonabout
ceilingsonwealthandland, theBeed
hadopinedthat if theexistingtax laws
weretobe implementedcorrectly,
theywouldconstituteanautomatic
ceilingonwealth.Theprovisionsof
thelawrightnowincludepenalising
peoplewhoseassets are
disproportionate totheirwealth,but
thegovernmenthasneverbeenable
toimplementitright.

IncometaxinNepalhasbeen
taxman�sdelight�asfillingof
personalcoffers isencouragedover

stuffingstatecoffers.Individualsand
businesses thathavebeenregular tax
payersandadheringtotransparency
haveneverbeenrewarded.There isa
surprise inthe listof taxpayers�
manycompanies thatrunlargeadsare
simplynotonit. Infact,manyNepali
humourists like to joke that law-
abidingcitizensare theoneswho
angeremployeesintaxation
departments, sincetheydon�t
contribute to thecollectorspersonal
kittys.Nowonder thenthat jobs in

taxdepartmentsare treatedaasplum
postsandtheobjectofmanypolitical
machinations.Orthat there is anew
professioninthiscountry, thatof
�tax-pimp,�apersonwhostrikes
dealsbetweentaxpayersand
collectors,whosemantra is: themore
complicatedthemorediverse the
avenues forgraft.Until all this
changes,notax lawinthenationcan
increasecollectionssubstantially.

TheBeedmustalso laughbitterly
tonote thatmostbusinesses inNepal
haveturnedthe laxtaxation
mechanismsintoacompetitive

advantage.Theirprofitsdonotcome
throughoperations,butmorethrough
�creativetaxplanning��inaword,
evasion.There isa strong lobbyinthe
businesscommunitythatdoesnot
want transparent laws for fearof
becominguncompetitive.

Andfinally, themakersofthe
statuteneed tobecareful.After all,
evenfouryearsafterbeingpassed, the
problemswithVATlawshavestill
notbeenironedout.Thearguments
forandagainstareworthyofa

seminar,butthebasicquestion
needs tobeasked: canall such
collectionsnotbebrought
undertheambitofVAT?Do
wereallyneed tobother
ourselveswithIncomeTaxthat
contributesameretwopercent
toourGDPandwhichcosts
theadministrationofthe
countrywhoknowshowmuch.

Wemustfindalternative
waysofensuringrevenuesforthe
government,ratherthancontinue
providingadditional incometothe
corrupt.The�experts�wehave
workingonstatutesmustunderstand
whatworks inNepalandwhatdoes
not isdebatable.So, aword fromthis
Beedtothewise:The lawsyoumake
are forNepalis, somakesure the
vehiclesyoudesigntotakeNepal
forwardarebuilt for the road.�

Readerscanpost theirviewsat
arthabeed@yahoo.com

Going down to basics: why income tax?

Taxing issues○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Friendly skies
Nepal’s first private airline has decided to tie up with a newcomer, Shangrila Air, in an attempt cut costs.
Narayan S Pun, Managing Director of Necon Air told us that the two companies have agreed to the tie-
up “in principle” and are now working on the modalities, including approval by banks and government.
Nepal’s domestic aviation—a showcase of private initiative until some years ago—has been riddled by
undercutting while the market has not expanded. Fares which have not changed for the past eight
years, despite increases in aviation fuel prices, up by almost 70 percent, and steadily increasing
insurance premiums. “I realised the only way we could stay in business was to consolidate and cut
costs,” says Pun. “Now other airlines are also thinking this is the way to go.”

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Hard sell
Nepal’s largest distillery has offered 1.73 million shares (par value Rs 100) to the public. The issue will
serve as barometer of the public’s mood to invest because the issue comes smack in the middle of
efforts by Maoist women to ban alcohol consumption and sales, and pro-Maoist trade unions that have
also recently begun to stir. Himalayan Distillery is licensed to produce 20,000 litres of alcohol everyday,
and the company says it will be producing high-quality branded products for export to India, Sri Lanka
and Bangladesh. It says it already has marketing agreements with some of the world’s most famous
brands—Seagram, Chivas Regal and Royal Salute, among others. The company produces Royal Stag
and Imperial Blue, two well-known brands. Himalayan Distillery says that based on Rs 50.2 million sales
of four brands in the last four months of 2000-01, it aims at selling six brands to earn Rs 340 million in
fiscal 2001/02. The company’s authorised capital is Rs 900 million of which Rs 413 million is to be
issued. Of the issued capital, promoters have retained 58 percent.

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Tumbling revenues
Nepal Telecommunications Corporation (NTC) says its earnings from
international telephone calls have fallen substantially, especially after
satellite communication users and service providers were licensed. The
NTC’s in-coming calls up to July 2001 were down by over 50 percent
compared to the 303 million calls it routed in the same period last year. The
corporation says its revenue from international calls this year could be
eroded by as much as Rs 70 million, and it wants the Nepal Telecommunica-
tions Authority to investigate and take action against the V-SAT (very small
aperture satellite) service providers that have been re-routing the in-coming
calls. The NTC says Internet Service Providers with V-SAT licenses now
have the technology to re-direct calls through their computers rather than
the gateway provided by the NTC.

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Tourism lows
Tourism is going through a third consecutive slump in arrivals. It was down by 56 percent in June, 29
percent in July and 26 percent last month—which has dragged the cumulative eight-month arrival of
tourists by air by almost seven percent to 200,208. The arrivals in August were 18,383, including 3,650
Indians. Nepal’s tourism was just beginning to recover from the post-December 1999 hijack slump in
Indian arrivals before the royal massacre, after which the numbers tumbled by almost 72 percent.

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Bonus shares
Everest Bank Limited is to begin distributing the bonus shares it had promised its shareholders at the
general meeting last November. The issue had been held up over a central bank directive that required
Everest Bank to first comply by a capital adequacy requirement. The bank now says it has met the
capital adequacy needs, and will go ahead with the share allotment.

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

New bike
There is yet another Chinese motorcycle in town: this one is
Lifan, a product of the Chongqing Lifarn and Hongda company.
Annapurna Associates markets three models, which it says
comply with the Euro II emission standards. The bikes are hip,
but not cheap—the price ranges between Rs 102,500 and Rs
231,000.

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Tank monitor
This contraption is supposed to tell you when to switch your water-pump on and off. Marketed by
Spectrum Merchandise, Nepal, the Aqua Systems water level monitor/indicator tells you when your
overhead tank needs a refill or when it is about to overflow. The company is marketing the product as
something that helps you conserve water and keep power bills low.

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Trade round up
Nepal’s exports grew by almost 15 percent in fiscal year 2000/01 to hit Rs 57.24 billion, up from the Rs
49.82 million in 1999/00. Imports grew by 4.5 percent to Rs 113.4 billion in 2000/01, up from Rs 108.5
billion the previous year. By mid-July the trade deficit had narrowed by 4.3 percent to reach Rs 56.14
billion. Exports to India grew by almost 29 percent reaching Rs 27.3 billion in mid-July 2000.

Topping the exports to India was vegetable ghiu, whose sales rose by 30 percent to Rs 3.56 billion.
Pashmina sales to India stood at number two: Rs 2.73 billion. The export of copper wire grew by an
astronomical 230 percent to Rs 2.08 billion, while toothpaste exports dropped by about 10 percent to Rs
2.03 billion.

Among overseas exports, carpets were down by about 13 percent to Rs 8.59 billion. Nepal
exported Rs 4.12 billion worth of pashmina overseas during 2000-01, a drop from the over Rs 6.5 billion
high in 1999. The export of readymade garments slumped by about six percent to Rs 13.12 billion and
the industry says next year could be worse, especially because extortion and disturbances caused by
the Maoists has dampened all initiatives. The industry estimates that political uncertainty last year cost
Nepal about six billion rupees in lost orders. The Garment Association of Nepal says the roughly Rs 6
billion industry (investment-wise) employs about 200,000 people and the downturn in production will
affect not only the employees, but also the banks, which have invested over Rs 3 billion in the industry.

Nepathya Live 2001
September 15 - Saturday - AcademyHall - Kathmandu - 5 pm

September 22 - Saturday - City Hall - Pokhara - 5 pm

Ticket rates: Rs. 200, 400, 700, 1000
Availableat:

In Kathmandu - Tik N Tok, Suwal and Nanglo outlets,
Bhatbhateni Supermarket,

Academy Hall Gate (on the concert day)
In Pokhara - City Hall Gate (on the concert day)
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visitors toNepalhavebeenhoping to avoid.Although few foreignershaveheard
muchabout theguerillas�thanks to a suppressed local newsmedia anda see-
no-evil tourism industry�the twogroups are alreadybeginning tomeeton the
remotemountainpaths that they share.Sometrekkinggroupshavebumped into
RedArmypatrols,whohavepressed themto�donate�binoculars and sleeping
bags to the revolution, but inmost incidents the guerrillas andhikers have
passedwithout speaking.

The real squeeze is happeningback inKathmandu. InMarchof last year,
many foreign-ownedbusinesseswere approachedbyguerrilla representatives
demandingmoney.Speakingonbackground, toprotecthisbusiness, theheadof
onemajorAmericantrekkingcompanyexplained it as �achoicebetween
operatinghereorholding toyour ethical standards.� Like several other foreign
outfttters, hepaid$1,400 to ensure that theMaoists left his clients alone.

We summitoneofRolpa�s infinite peaks, and suddenlywe�reboltingdown
on the site of the rally [wehopedwewere being taken to]. It is a broad, rounded
spur the size of several soccer fields, reachingout over a deep valley.Wehike
down,pass beneath anotherMartyrsArch and findahalf-dozenhuts anda long
schoolhouse�thehamletofBabhang.Abattery-poweredpublic address system
is lashed topoles, andapacked-earthplatformwith chairs awaits the speakers.
After only a fewminutes, there is the soundof chanting in thedistance.

They come in village by village, spillingdown into the rallywithunfeigned
hoopla. Sixty fromonehamlet, 30 fromanother, 40 froma third, a streamof
desperatelypoor, excitedpeoplewaving their fists in the air.Themenwear
blandhomespun skirts orworn-out tracksuits; thewomendress in saris of royal
blue, emerald green, earthen reds, andotherwordlypurples.Withinminutes, a
secondcolumnbegins to streamover ahighpeak in thedistance.As they spot
the rally site,mendischarge their blunderbusses in thunderingblasts that echo
back and forth in thehills. A third columnappears, snaking steadily up from
the valley floor, hundredsmore carryingbanners andblastingoff their own
guns in reply.

The largest guerrilla rally I�ve read about featured700people;within an
hour there are a thousandhere, and then twice that, delegations from52villages
acrossRolpa,.Theymarch incrudemilitary lockstep,barefootor inblown-out
sandals, andarrive chanting call-and-response slogans (�CommunistPartyof
Nepal,LONGLIFE!�and�Marxism-Leninism-Maoism,LONGLIFE!�).
Perhaps200RedArmysoldierswait, stonefaced.They�vegotEnfields�like the
canvas sneakerson.their feet, captured fromthenotionalpolice�andwear
counterfeitLoweAlpinebackpacks.ComradeStrongManappears fromtimeto
time to shout, �Here are themasses!Themasses are coming!�

Village bands arrive, tooting onhorns andhangingdrums.Agroupof
black-clad boys dances into the rally, bells jangling on their ankles, and girls
fromthe remotestpeaks,whowalked threedays togethere, giggle andcover
their faces at the sight.Every fewminutes anotherblack-powdergundetonates,
launching ahugedoughnutof smoke into the sky.

Bynoon there are 4,000people, and still they pour in. A villagemilitia
arrives fromsomeother century, clutchingbows andcarryingquivers ofneatly
fletchedarrows, chanting, �No to feudalism!�Next is an entire girls� soccer team
armedwithblue tracksuits andmuskets. Student groups traipse inwithneat
flags, andassociationsofuntouchables, andwomen�s groups chanting, �Murder
and rapemust stop!�TheMaoists can soundprogressive:Theyvownotonly to
fight police corruption, but topunish spousal abuse andhuntdown rapists,
while recruitingwomenguerrillas andpolitical cadres.Likewise, they challenge
the ancient caste system,which isnothingbut racism, and theuntouchables are
among theirmost eager recruits.

Inmidafternoon, with 10,000 peasants packed onto the spur, the
propaganda starts. Themain event is the declaration of the shadow
government in Rolpa and several adjacent districts, and the new leaders of
the revolution�s first official government are invited to step forward. There
are 19 of them, a cross-section of themovement itself�a few toughMagar
peasants fromRolpa, much like the attendees at the rally, but also an
ambitious student leader fromKathmandu, and several older professional
communist politicians. Comrade StrongMan turns out to be Rolpa�s new
representative of �the intellectuals.� Invoking the name of the almighty
Prachanda, he delivers a 30-minute speech about the teachings of the leader
they follow but never see; after him the new vice-chairman gives a speech,
and after him the district�s new topman, Chairman Santosh Buddha, gives
an amazingly dull, hourlong talk. A typical politician, Buddha is lofty and
affected, and seems to have practised looking thoughtful in amirror.
Despite the sunshine, he preens about in a gret Gore-Tex coat, the only one
at the rally. Seamus and I call ChairmenGore-Tex behind his back.

By first light there is not a single person left on the field. I wander over
the barren saddle of themountains, wondering if the 10,000 chanting
peasants were a dream, but the proof is on the ground, the dust still
imprinted with the shapes of their missing bodies.

The guerrillas� philosophy too is ghostly. So far we�ve had a propa-
gandamassage without getting to ask any questions ourselves. Finally, at
10am, with cold clouds blowing in, I am summoned to the schoolhouse,
where the entire gang is assembled for a press conference. Gore-Tax, Strong
Man, someMaoist schoolteachers, and several vice-flunkies are lined up
on benches.

I sit onmybench, scuffmy feet in the dirt, and finally ask the question I
shouldhave asked the crowdyesterday:Howmanypeoplemustdie?The
guerrillas like to cite theShiningPath as their fellow travellers in theMaoist
cause. I point out that 30,000people havedied inPeru,without aRedvictory.
If thatmanypeople die inNepal,will the revolution still be justified?

Yes, they all nod immediately.The true faceof the revolutionat last. �To
protect awhole thing,� a schoolteacher says,� apart canbedamaged. It is the rule
ofnature.�

ComradeStrongManelaborates: �Abigpart of thepeopleherebelieve it is
notnecessary to solveNepal�s problemswith violence.�Hebrushes aside this
natural reluctance. �Weclear theirmindof this idea,�he says. �Thepeople�swar
isnecessary.�

Theydismiss offers ofpeace talks fromthegovernment, tricksdesigned to
fool thepeople,weaken the country, anddeliver it to the control of India.
Ominously,Gore-Texvowsa�protractedwar in rural areas,� and�armed...
urban rebellion,� the first hint of a guerrillawar inKathmandu.

Theydescendquickly into jargon.Theyare fordialecticalmaterialismand
against reactionarypower.ChairmanMao�sCulturalRevolution, inwhichmobs
beat �class enemies� through the streets,was good, andwill be imitated as soon
as they come topower.Colonialism, feudalism, imperialism, capitalism, and
revisionismare all bad. Peasants are good andpoliticians are bad.On this
animal farm, four legs are goodand two legs are bad. �Seep. 12

Clockwise from top left:
�����   10,000 Maoists hear an official rebel government declared
� �� �� �� �� � Gurrella soldiers enter the rally site amid cheers and blasts
� �� �� �� �� � Maoist cadre asleep in the barracks
� �� �� �� �� � The Red Army gets festive on the march
� �� �� �� �� � A young revolutionary at the rally

� �� �� �� �� � Above Libang, an island of government control in Maoist country
� �� �� �� �� � A Maoist cadre displays his allegiance
� �� �� �� �� � Masked rebels guide Patrick Symmes and Seamus Murphy
� �� �� �� �� � A Red Army soldier, her rifle, her baby
� �� �� �� �� � Women of the Red Army march to Babhang
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here are three rules of travel in theMaoist
heartland. Sitting in the safehouse,we arebriefed
by the leader of the ragtag squadron, a 42-year-

old former school principalwho speaks fineEnglish.He
goesby thenomdeguerreofSanktimon, after thehero
ofacartoononIndiantelevision.Sanktimonmeans
�strongman,� but it�s not for hismuscles. �It is because
I amstrong in ideology,�offersSanktimonwithawide
grin.He explains the routewewill followand then the
rules: (1)No takingpictureswithout permission. (2)
Nogoing to thebathroomwithout aguard. (3)You
must give a speech.

WithinhoursourphotographerSeamusMurphy
will disregard the first rule completely; the secondone
proves deeply problematic; the third rule is one I

immediately reject.
Wegloss over thesedisagreements and seal thedealwith

anexchangeof lal salaams, a revolutionary slogan thatmeans
�red salute� and is always accompaniedbya clenched fist.We
quicklymarchoff in single file, crossingmorepaddies and
thenheadingup throughabeech forestontoa switch-backing
surface thatbecomes, eventually, the steepest surface Ihave
ever climbed.Hours laterwe reacha razor-thin, foggy
ridgeline at 5,000 feet.The slopes are stackedwith terraces
evenhere, the paddies nowider than a single ox.Nepal�s
populationhas tripled since the ]940s, and the relentless
search for arable landhas increaseddeforestationanderosion
massivelywhile still notproducing enough to eat.Exclusively
agricultural,westernNepal is nonetheless anet importer of
food.Hungry, impoverishedpeasants are easy recruits to the
Maoist cause,with its promise of a governmentby, for, andof
the small farmers.

Sometimeafterdark, the skyexplodeswith rainandwe
tumble into apunyhamletwheredozensof guerrillaswait in
huts.These are realRedArmy troops,main force soldiers in
neat camouflageuniforms.TheycarryLee-Enfield .303 rifles,
relics fromWorldWar II but state of the art compared to the
flintlocks carriedbyourpatrol.

In adark, smoky roomweeatwith the soldiers,wolfing
downrice and lentilswithour fingers.ComradeStrongMan
won�t answerquestions about themovement, its ideology,or
his ownpositionwithin thegroup��Iamjust someone,�he
says, dismissingmyquestions.Theonly foreign correspond-
ent they�ve seenbefore, he says,was adyed-in-the-wool
communistfromTheRevolutionaryWorker, theweekly
newspaper fromChicago, andStrongManassumesweare
here to cheer the revolutionon.He is thrilled tohost fellow
travellers andpromises to find two spoons for �thegentlemen
comrades� by thenextmeal.Outhere, spoons are still in the
future, andmetal of any kind is so rare that evenplough-
shares aremadeofwood. In the soft light of the cooking fire,
surroundedbymenclutchingancientweapons,we seemtobe
regressing toward theBronzeAge.

Wesleeppackedelbow-to-ass amidadozen snoring
guerrillas.At 2am, I am jolted awakeby a shower of blows.
The guerrilla onmy left is twitching in the grip of a
nightmare. I lie on the stone floor, staring at the ceilinguntil
5am, and thenwearehiking again.

Inmeeting theMaoists,we�veachievedexactlywhatmost

A ghostly philosophy��A ghostly philosophy��

Inthe last threemonths, thousands of words have appeared in the
international press about Nepal. After the 1 Junemassacre, the focus is
now the �people�s war.� NT has been following these stories as they
appear and as a service to our readers, we are excerpting sections from
a long essay in American Outsidemagazine�s September 2001 issue.
The Last Days of theMountain Kingdom is, in large part, an account of
a journey to Rolpa made earlier this year by writer Patrick SymmesPatrick SymmesPatrick SymmesPatrick SymmesPatrick Symmes
and photographer Seamus MurphySeamus MurphySeamus MurphySeamus MurphySeamus Murphy. Following is an excerpt:
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Acall to join theRedArmyRaising theMaoist flag in aRolpa schoolyard.
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tanley Fischer�s departure as FirstDeputyManagingDirector of the
IMFprovided an ideal opportunity to re-examine theFund�s
�WashingtonConsensus�which reigned supreme inhis reign�

privatisation, liberalisation (especially trade liberalisation), andmacro-
stabilisation.But innamingAnnKrueger as his replacement, the IMFhas
signalled a stubborn adherence to the failed past.

AnnKrueger,arespectedprofessorofeconomicsatStanfordUniversityand
formerchiefeconomistat theWorldBank,hasenormousenergy, integrity,and
commitmenttowhatshebelieves isgoodfordevelopingcountries.Butthe
policiesof the�WashingtonConsensus�havebeenanutter failure inpromoting
growthandstability indevelopingandtransitioneconomies.Herareaof
expertise, tradepolicy,willhardlyhelprestore thebatteredcredibilityof the
Fund.PartlyDrKruegerreflects theappointmentprocess itself�alegacyof
horse-tradingengenderedbythepostwarcarve-upoftheBrettonWoods
financial institutions.AmericanamestheheadoftheWorldBank,aEuropean
leadstheIMF,andanAmericanfills thenumbertwospotat theFund.

Candidatesfromdevelopingcountries�thefocusoftheIMF�sactivities�
neednotapply.Noonesaid: �TheIMFis truly international.Letus searchfor
thebestperson,anexpert inmacroeconomicpolicyandmonetaryeconomics,
especiallyas theyrelate to thedevelopingworld,whocanrestore theconfidence
of thepoor inan institutionthat seemsto ignore theirconcerns.�Thiswasan
Americanappointment,andnotonesubjecttoUSCongressapproval.Despite
theembarrassmentoftheappointmentofthecurrentIMFManagingDirector
HorstKohler,whentheClintonadministrationheavy-handedlyvetoedEurope�s
firstchoice for thepost, someonewithexperience indeveloping
countriesandanewapproachtotheirproblemswasnever
seriouslyconsidered.America insistedonits
supposedentitlement, theIMFacquiesced.

DrKrueger�s areaofexpertise, trade
policy, is a structural issueunderWorld
Bank�smandate.Will the linesofdivision
betweentheWorldBankandtheIMFbe
blurredfurther?Renownedmonetary
economists likeStanleyFischerhaddifficulty
dealingwiththeintricaciesofmodern
finance.Atradeexpertmayfindthemeven
morebaffling.The high interest rates the IMF
advised for stabilisation led tomass bankruptcy and

by JOSEPH STIGLITZIDISSENT

Missed opportunity
destruction of capital and its simplistic prescriptions for capital and
financialmarket liberalisation often resulted in collapsing financial
sectors, prohibitively high borrowing costs, widespread social dislocation,
andpolitical upheaval.

Whatwentwrong?IMFandWorldBankstructuraladjustmentpolicies,
combiningtradeliberalisationwithtightmonetarypolicy,weresupposedto
redirect resources tomore productive uses. In practice, however, when
restrictivemonetary policy is implementedwithout developing financial
institutions that provide credit to small and/ormedium-sized domestic
firms, it is impossible to create new jobs and enterprises. In country after
country, displacedworkerswent from lowproductivity jobs to zero
productivityunemployment.

Designingpoliciesforthedevelopingworldrequiresaprofoundunder-
standingoffinancialmarkets anddevelopment.Mindlesstradeliberalisation
withouttherightpreconditions isnosolution.Nor, judgingfromtheWorld
Bank�spracticeswhileDrKruegerwas its chief economist, is there reasonto
hopeformoremeaningfulparticipationbydevelopingcountries,orgenuine
debateaboutalternative strategies.This at a timewhen leadersof the

developingworldarebetterequippedthaneverbefore tomake
informedpolicydecisionssensitive totheir local

contexts.
TheIMF�sapproachtothedeveloping

world ispre-cut fromthesameneo-liberalcloth
as theWorldBank�s.TheIMFneedsanew
paradigm,notawarmed-overembodimentofa
staleandrepugnant ideology.�
(Project Syndicate)

Joseph Stiglitz was formerly Chairman of
the Council of Economic Advisers to US

President Bill Clinton and Chief Economist and
Senior Vice President of the World Bank.

The new second-in-command at the IMF will
probably continue the failed experiments of
her predecessor and the fund.
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American diplomacy
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ALEXEI ARBATOV
herehavebeenmanyhigh-level
Russo-Americanmeetings
recently, includingtalks

betweenthetwodefenceministers.
AllhavespotlightedtheAnti-Ballistic
MissileTreaty(ABM).Butthe
consultations, includingtheplanned
visitofVladimirPutin to theUSthis
autumnwillneverproducepractical
agreementsuntil there is a solidbasis
fornegotiations�suchastherehas
beenover thepast30years, including
Soviet.Russiandeterrence.

There isnopracticaldialogue,
especiallyconcerningthevital issues
of strategicrelations, includingthe
ABMTreatyandoffensiveweapons.
TheGenoaagreementsreachedby
PresidentsPutinandBush,andthe
�consultations�thathaveoccurred
sincehavenosolidbase.Whyall this
talkaboutconsultations?Because
America doesn�t intend tohold
talks.Diplomatic bargaining
involves serious discussion, a
search for a balance of interests.
But in consultations, two sides
exchange views without having to
reach an agreement.

Consultationscouldpotentially
helpclarifypositions�say,those
provisionsoftheABMTreatythatdo
notsuit theUS.Butwhyshould
Washingtonlay itscards faceup?The
Bushadministrationisembarrassed
bythechange inthe line-upof forces
in theSenate, the allies ask itnot to
actunilaterally, and itwouldnotbe
diplomaticallywise tobreakwith
RussiawhenUStieswithChinaare
difficult. Inthissituation,�diplomatic
dancing�aroundtheissuesof
offensiveanddefensiveweaponssuits
theUSadministration. It allows it to
resolveproblemswithalliesandthe
Senate,convincingboththatnothing

terrible isgoingon, so itcangradually
startdoingwhat itwants.

America isnotyetworriedbythe
issueofdeploymentofamissile
defencesystem,thoughitneeds to
test awide rangeofactivities
prohibitedbytheABMTreaty,
includingmobile, sea,andair-
launchedcraft,andsoon.TheABM
Treaty is ahindrance that theUS
seeks toerode inanatmosphereof
mutualassurancesandgeneral
politicaldeclarations.This iswhy
DefenceSecretaryDonaldRumsfeld
didnotreachanyagreementduring
his recentMoscowvisit,butonly
restated theUSlineabout the
nuclear threatposedbyrogue
countries�actuallymeaningChina
andits limitednumberof interconti-
nentalballisticmissiles.

Inthemeantime, theUSwill
start tests todoawaywith theABM
Treaty.The1997protocolon
strategicandtheatreABMsystems
allows for theUStotestsnumerous
systemsatpermittedceilings. It
allowsthetestingofanyweapons
against targets flyingata speedof
below5km/sec, andthe testingof
ground,sea,andair-launched
interceptormissiles.Theonly
limitationis thatground-andair-
launchedinterceptormissilesshould
flyatnomorethan5.5km/sec,and
thepermissiblespeedforsea-based
interceptormissiles is4.5km/sec.
TheUScanworkwiththis for
sometime.

Inanycase,Americawillnot
withdrawfromtheABMTreatyina
huffasmanypeopleimagine.They

thinktharPresidentBushwill say:
�Wenotifyallparties to theABM
Treaty thatunderArticle15wewill
cease toregardourselvesasboundby
thetreatyprovisions insixmonths in
viewof theappearanceofa threat to
national interests.�Thiswillnot take
placeanytimesoon.Instead,America
willwithdrawfromthetreatywhenit
starts deploying its anti-missile
system,whichwill not happen for
several years. The treaty will not
be killed by one blow, it will be
erodedandundermined,until
everyone believes it is dead.�
(Project Syndicate)

AlexeiArbatov is deputy chairman
of theStateDumaDefense
Committeeof theRussian
Federation.

S

US consultations on the Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty are
aimed at eroding the treaty�s authority.
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�Unhindered access�
BRUSSELS - Poul Nielson, a top EU official, is travelling to Afghani-
stan this week to seek pledges for “unhindered access” to aid
workers operating in the country. Nielson, the EU development and
humanitarian affairs commissioner, said the five-day “humanitarian
mission” will enable him “to learn at first hand about the conditions
facing both the victims and the aid workers who are striving to help
them.” Taliban-ruled Afghanistan, which has one of the largest
refugee populations in the world, has been hit by a devastating
drought for the third consecutive year. Nielson said the EU funds 25
NGOs operating in Afghanistan. The EU mission was planned well in
advance of the arrest last month of eight foreign aid workers and 16
Afghan nationals employed by Shelter Now International, a German
Christian aid organisation, for allegedly proselytising. Nielson will not
put pressure on the Taliban to release them. “We never enter into the
game of conditionality when discussing humanitarian aid,” he said.
But he acknowledged, it would be “unavoidable not to touch on it” in
discussions with the Afghan government and reaffirmed the EU’s
opposition to the death penalty. The EU’s Humanitarian Aid
Organisaiton Office (ECHO) provided some $17 million in humanitarian
assistance to Afganistan last year, with support for victims of both
the drought and the conflict. Projects included emergency assistance
such as shelter, nutrition and medicines to internally displaced
persons as well as food security activities in the countryside to halt
the flow of the population to the cities. (IPS)
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A world fit for children
UNITED NATIONS - A leading human rights organisation is urging UN
member states to make firm commitments to implement their landmark
1989 Convention on the Rights of the Child. “The implementation of
the convention has been very spotty,” says Jo Becker of New York-
based Human Rights Watch, speaking in advance of the UN Special
Session on Children, scheduled for this week.  The Special Session,
to be attended by more than 80 world leaders and numerous child
delegates, “should push for the full
implementation of the convention,”
she says. The convention is one of
the most widely endorsed interna-
tional treaties, having been ratified
by 191 countries. Yet, millions of
children remain without access to
school, hundreds of thousands toil
as child labourers or are in service
as child soldiers. Only Somalia and
the US have not ratified the conven-
tion. Somalia has been struggling to establish a legitimate government
for over a decade. In the US, political opponents of the convention
say children’s rights spelled out in the convention undermine parental
authority. The convention stipulates, among other things, that every
child has the right to life, that countries shall ensure child survival and
development, primary education shall be free and compulsory and
discipline in school should respect the child’s dignity. The convention
also recognises the right of children to be heard in public discourse
and policymaking. The US signed the convention in 1995 but the
treaty remains without legal force here because the Senate has not
ratified it. The Special Session will devise a new plan of action, “A
World Fit for Children,”  to benefit children in the next decade. (IPS)

1212121212TRAVEL 14 - 20 SEPTEMBER 2001 NEPALI TIMES

Their policy about foreign tourists is clear:Themore,
thebetter.

�Not any foreignperson is tobedisturbed,�Gore-Tex
announces, asStrongMannods.Theyactually invite
trekkers tovisit their areas�withpermission�because they
believeWesternerswill be seducedbyMaoismand spread
the revolution toEurope andAmerica. It�s aRedTourism
offensive. �Wewill inspire themto flourish the same
movement in their country!�StrongManboasts.

StrongManpresentsmewith several pages ripped from
hisnotebook.This documentbeginswith anerror-riddled
manifesto��theCPN(Moist) is guided the ideologyof
Marxism-Leninism-Maosimagainst thereactionarypower
ofNepalwhich is preservedby Indian expansionis and
world imperialist��andcontinueswithanexecutive
summaryof thepress conference,whichbearsno relation to
anyof thequestions I asked.
HowdoyoufacetheRoyalArmy?
Wewill face itwith thepowerof thepeople.
Howdoyouforwardtheproduction?
We forward itwith thehelpofpeople.
Howdoyoubringaboutindigenoussociety?
Webring it according toLenin�s ideology.
HowdoyouforwardNegotiationwiththegovernment?
Weare fighting totalwar.

Aswe talk, an early tendril of themonsoon season
blows in, a thick, blasting rain of tropical density andhigh-
altitude chill.Weexchange endless good-byes in the
drippinghut,while guards are found to escort us out of the
basearea.

Ina sopping-wet ceremony,Gore-Texdropsmore
flowers aroundournecks and rubsmore tikkaonour
foreheads.Hegives all of us, including theNepali
journalists, sealed airmail envelopes. I naively assume that

�fromp. 11

...and the hope of farce
these containa letter, or a certificate, or somepropaganda, and
stuffmine intomypocket, ready togetmoving.As Iwalkout
thedoor, Inotice that theChairman�sGore-Texcoathas
soaked through completely. It�s as fake as he is.

At somepoint inhere I drag the crumbling, soggy
envelope frommypantspocket, slide a fingerdown the seal,
anddiscover that it containsmoney.Not a letter, not a
certificate, not apropaganda flyer, but abribe.About$5
worthof rupees.NowI�mas dirty as everyone else inNepal.

Anotherdayof brutal road travel andapropplaneback
toKathmandu. In the terminal, I spot a plastic box for
donations to theRedCross and I shove the remaining
rupees, theMaoist bribemoney thatwedidn�t spendon
Fantas, through the acrylic slot.

It is likely that theMaoistswill be undoneby their own
quest for ideological purity, by their faith in a violence that,
as they themselves admit, is not supportedby theNepali
people.Themore theMaoists expand, thequicker thepeople
will learn that opposing a corrupt government is not the same
as supporting a fanatical insurgency.Nepal can still evade the
darkgardenofMaoistdreams,but theexceptionalkingdom
is already losing its distance fromtheworld, becoming
insteada troubled,unexceptionalplace.

In the last days of oldNepal it is lovely towalk the
strike-boundstreetofKathmanduor roll about town in
rickshas, pausing towatch aimless bands of students and
communistsmarch listlessly through the city, lifting their
fists, occasionally tossing abrick.There�s something
wonderfully feeble about the scene.Perhaps theMaoists� grim
ferocitywill yet founder in the traditional incompetenceof
Nepali politics.There is always thehopeof farce, rather
than tragedy.�

Patrick Symmes is contributing editor ofOutside
magazineandauthorofChasingChe:AMotorcycle
JourneyThroughtheGuevaraLegend.
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151515151514- 20 SEPTEMBER 2000 NEPALI TIMESFROM THE NEPALI PRESS

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

Drishti, 11 September.

�If India has deployed its army in its side of the border, we toomust use this opportunity to come upwith
a solution to tackle the problems caused by the open border.

Former foreignminister ShailendraKumarUpadhyaya inBudhabarSaptahik of12September2001.

�You�re the one derailing the talks.�

THIS PAGE CONTAINS MATERIAL SELECTED FROM THE NEPALI PRESS
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Koirala phobia
TarunNationalWeekly,
3 September

Amonth after he resigned from the
post of primeministerGirija
PrasadKoirala has begunmeeting
somevery important, politically
active people. Sources tell us that
he is very disturbed by the events
in parliament andhow the role of
parliament is being compromised.
People havebeenplaying guessing
games trying to figure out the
motivebehindhis sudden concern.
Some say that this he is doing this
to finds ways to jab at the (Sher
Bahadur) Deuba administration.
Koirala hasmet a lot of people in
the past few days, but he is keeping
quiet aboutwhat is going on
behind the scenes.

In the 36 days sinceKoirala
stepped down, he has visited his
hometown twice.After returning to
the capital, he visited the leaders of
different political parties, almost all

of them.The first person hemet
wasRameshNathPandey,whohas
always been considered an
important political wheeler-dealer.
Pandey played a role in ousting
KrishnaPrasadBhattarai inMarch
2000, afterwhichKoirala came to
power.NowKoiralawants to
strengthenhis relationwith
Pandey. LastWednesday, the two
met at Pandey�s residence in
Bishalnagar anddiscussedmatters
concerninggovernment and the
state of the nation. Koirala later
attended a lunch at Pandey�s
residence, where he surprised a
number of people present,
includingKPBhattarai, Prime
Minister SherBahadurDeuba and
UML leaderMadhavNepal,with
his remarks. Koirala stated that he
wasmeeting political leaders of all
hues in an attempt to develop a
strategy to isolate the theMaoists.

Leftists of Nepal,
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unite
BudhabarSaptahik,5September

The central committee of the
UML in ameeting last week
decided that it had to play a crucial
role to ensure implementationof
radical land reforms and also take
care that the agendawas not
hijackedby anyone.Madhav
KumarNepal,BharatMohan
Adhikari,AmritBohara, Ishwor
Pokharel andRaghuji Pant
attended themeeting and agreed
that someunderstanding/working
alliance had to be reached between
all left parties.NarayanMan
Bijykchhe of theNepalMajdoor
KisanParty, Siddhi Lal Singhof
theMarxist Leninists, Prabhu
NarayanChoudharyof the
Marxists,BishnuBahadur
Manandhar of the Samyukta, Pari
Thapaof the JanaMorcha,Krishna
Das Shrestha of theMarxist-

Leninist-Maoist party andAmik
Sherchanof the Samyukta Jana
Morcha also attended the
meeting. SiddhiLal Singhof the
MLproposed that all left parties,
including theMaoists should
come to someunderstanding and
move forward.TheUML leaders
said clearly that unless the
Maoists changed theirways it
would be impossible towork
together, let alone form an
understanding.Representatives of
theMasal andEkataKendra
(UnityCentre) did not attend the
meeting.TheUMLhas put
forward a22-point agenda,which
it says is the only way the country
can be bailed out from the present
crisis. The other left parties have
agreed to comeupwith their own
suggestions.
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Brothers in arms
JanaEkata, 3 September

The central committee of the
EkataKendra (UnityCentre)met
recently andmade the following
decisions:
1) The only way to get the
country back on its feet is by
formingan interimgovernment, a
constituent assembly and finally, a
republic.The party has sugges-
tions and a plan of action for this.
2) The party feels that govern-
ment-Maoist dialogue shouldbe
converted into a dialogue between
the reactionary forces, leftist
parties and the people. This
dialogue has to be used to bring
about fundamental changes in
Nepali society. TheMaoists�
stated agenda is identical to ours.
Our commonpositionwill help
bring about fundamental changes
in society and therefore these
three things need to be imple-
mented immediately. If dialogue
fails, then a civil war will break
out, forwhich the government
will be held responsible.Our
party has grave concerns about the
policies andbehaviour of other
left parties, like theUML and the
ML.All left parties should unite
andnot do anything thatwill
strengthen the hands of the
opposition and reactionary forces.
3) Deuba recently announced
his radical eight-point agenda and
land reformprogram.This is being
done to hoodwink the people and
influence the government-Maoist
dialogue. The government
should explain its policies very
clearly. Since these programs
have not been implemented yet,
their effectiveness cannot be
predicted now. The party will
pressure the government to
implement the programs.
4) We regard theMaoists as a
friendly force.Theyhave started
to rectify some of their earlier
mistakes.Their recent announce-
ment concerning the International
CommunistMovement shows
that theMaoists aremoving closer
to us. Prachanda hasmade public

the conclusionhis group reached
at the SecondConvention, and
now there is a lot of similarity
between their line of thought and
ours. TheMaoists have accepted
us as a revolutionary communist
force.This brotherly feeling has
openedmanydoors for both of us.

MLs unification
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proposal
Drishti, 4September

Long term plansLong term plansLong term plansLong term plansLong term plans
TheCPN(ML) couldnot sustain
its programof class struggle. The
party did not develop any policy or
frameworkconcerning this. From
nowon, the partymust develop
village committees to carry
forward the class struggle, and the
party�s policies andopinionsmust
be based on this philosophy.
Armedvillage committees have to
be formednationally and fromthis
category a volunteer force has to
be formed.Class struggle is a
continuous process andneeds to
be sustained.

The left partiesmust unite to
tackle reactionary forces. An
alliancemust be formed and all left
leaders and activistsmust join.
Fifty-one percent of the party�s
central committee shouldnot
contest general elections. The
general secretary of the central
committee and two-thirds of the
politburomust not be allowed to
file candidature in the general
election.Wemust carry out an
investigation every year into the
property of allmembers. If any
illegally acquiredwealth is
discovered, itmust be immediately
nationalised andpeople found in
possession of suchwealthmust be
immediately expelled fromthe
party. The partywill specify an
amountwithinwhich all of its
membersmustmake endsmeet.
Members of the central commit-
tee, elected officials andmembers
nominated to theRastriya
Parishadmust be full-timeparty
workers and cannot belong to the
business community.Allmembers
must work in the areas the party
allocates to them,with no
compromises.They should all
work for theunityof theLeft and
theformationofanational
government.Thearmyandpolice
mustbechangedradically tobemore
democraticandtransparent.Ahigh-
level investigationcommitteemust
beformedtocontrolcorruptionin
thesebodies.

The united party should be a
model for all others in the
country. The party�s name
should be simply the Nepal
Communist Party�no initials at
the end. That is, we should have
a united party. The process of
unification should be similar to
that of the Marxists and the ML
in 1990�it should be based on
equality and nothing else. All the
party�s frontal organisations
must be treated equally. We
need a party campaign and a
class campaign to bring about
this unification. The new party
will have members of both
parties. Members of the new
party nominated to the Upper
House will remain so. Central
Committee members of the
unified party will be elected by
fair means. The unification
process shouldmove forward and
issues that cannot be resolved
easily should be postponed.

Samacharpatra, 7 September

It is more than 40 years since she took care
of baby Chabilal and watched him grow.
Today, she knows that Chabilal has become
Prachanda. She has heard that he is
somewhere, that he is well-known, and
trying to become somebody. But she is still
in her village, where Prachanda was born.
Meet Devaki Dahal, aunt of Maoist leader
Chairman Prachanda.

Devaki, a 72-year-old, still herds the
livestock to the grazing grounds in the
village of Lewade, Dhikupokhari Village
Development Committee-2 in Kaski district.
When people tease her about being
Prachanda’s “mother,” old memories of
Chabilal come to her mind—the boy who
played in her lap, the one who could shut
his eyes and rattle off the scriptures. Devaki
recalls Prachanda learning the prayers to
Goddess Durga from his father and uncle because there was no school in the village until
he was eleven.

Since Prachanda’s mother Devrani Bhawani was sickly, Devaki was in charge of his
upbringing and looked after him until he was six. Prachanda’s family continued to visit
Devaki even after they moved to Chitwan in 1962.

“He came here with his wife before the “people’s movement” began (in 1996), they
even went to see his in-laws in Hemja, Kaski. I haven’t been able to meet him since.”
Recalling the last time Prachanda was in the village, Devaki told Nepal Samacharpatra,
“he said, ‘aunt, we’ll leave everything here and settle down in Chitwan, I’ll come to get you.’
I haven’t seen a trace of him after that.”

Longing to meet Prachanda, Devaki even sent him two letters. But she never received a
reply. “I gave the person who came to see me a letter asking him to give it to Prachanda.
He said he would. But now the messenger has stopped coming,” she says, chin in hand
and staring into space. “I wonder if he got the letter. If he did, he should have got in touch.
He wouldn’t abandon us. Maybe the messenger threw the letter away!”

“Meeting? I don’t know whether that will ever happen. I’m quite old. I wish things would
work out,” says Devaki who’s heard of the talks between the government and her dear
Prachanda. “If they come to an agreement, there’s a chance of seeing him again.” There is
hope in her voice.

“Who wouldn’t appreciate their children’s achievements?” asks Devaki, although she’s
not happy about the killings. “I wish people weren’t killed,” she says, “If we cry for our sons,
others will cry for their sons when they die. Everyone’s mortal remains are the same.”

After her husband Kul Prasad passed away, Devaki’s closest relations are her brother-
in-law Mukti Ram (Prachanda’s father) and Prachanda. At present, she looks after her in-
laws family. Although they try very hard to keep up the family name, the branch of the Dahal
family which continues to live in Prachanda’s birthplace is often boycotted socially.

Close family members recall some neighbours and distant relatives saying they were
the family of a murderer. “When the villages around got their first electric lights, we were not
connected. They said they’d give us electricity today, tomorrow. Finally our family members
raised money and got electricity themselves,” says Devaki.

“It hurts to say this, but many of our relatives say we have a murderer in the family.
We’re isolated as they don’t interact with us or talk to us.” It is with a heavy heart that
Tikaram Dahal recalls taking Prachanda to Chitwan when he was eight. It took eleven days
as they herded cattle all the way to Chitwan.

“He’s left, gone underground, but people who pass by this village say this is
Prachanda’s village and shy away from talking with us. Even after his departure, we’ve
been through a lot of trouble because of Prachanda,” says Tikaram.

He continues on a more positive note, ”We may have borne a lot but he has kept the
Dahal family name. If there were peace, we could meet him. May things work out with the
government so we can see him, that’s all we want.”

Prachanda�s family calls
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by SUDARNO SUMARTO AND LANT PRITCHETTANALYSIS

heaccelerating integrationof internationalmarkets forgoods, services,
ideas, labourandcapitalbringsrisksandbenefits.Starting inAugust1997,
Indonesia sufferedasharp,deepsetof financial,natural, andpolitical

crises. The initial responses to the social consequences of the crises were
tepid, localised, but by July 1998 civil disturbances andPresident Suharto�s
fall convinced the newgovernment to quickly deploy large-scale safety nets.
There are five lessons to be learnt from Indonesia�s experience in designing
safety nets during a crisis:

Startinglargeprogramsspeedilyneedsinstitutionalcommitment,clear
objectivesandsimpledesign.Despiteastrongcommitmenttothesafetynetsas
ofJuly1998,whilesomeprogramsreachedmillionswithinmonthsofthenew
budget, includingaricesubsidyandascholarshipprogram,otherprogramscould
notovercometheirorganisational inertia.Oneprogramforurbanareasdidnot
disbursea single rupiahuntil twoyearsafter thecrisisbegan.

Theprogramdesignedtodeliver rice tobesoldat subsidisedpriceswas
rapidlysuccessfulbecause: (1)The logisticsagencyhadthecapacityand
enthusiasmtodeliver foodstuffsnationwide; (2)theprogramhadaclear
objective:get rice to thosewhoneed it; (3) theprogramwas simple: eligible
householdsgot20kgamonthat1,000rupiahperkg.Oncethericewas in the
villages,however, thingsweremorecomplex.

Evensimpledesignsneedlocal flexibility.Thericeprogramwastheoretically
simplicitypersonified.Butthoughthe logisticsagencydelivered20kgofriceper
eligiblehouseholdeachmonthtovillageauthorities, socialpressures todistribute
thericemorebroadlywereoverwhelming�manyvillagessimplydecidedtogive
equalamounts toall.

Thisunofficialandhiddenlocal flexibilitywasnotnecessarilybad.Locally, it
wasapoliticalnecessity,andthe informal flexibilitydeliveredrice tohouseholds
whichwouldhavebeenunfairlyexcluded.Thelackofflexibilitywithintheofficial
design,however,meantthat theprogramcouldnotbemonitoredaccurately.

Nosafetynetusingstaticadministrativetargetingsaveshouseholdsfrom
suddenshocks.Standardadministrativecriteria fortargetingpovertyprograms
don�tworkwhendealingwithhouseholdswhoseincomessuffer sudden large
shocks. Early research on the crisis� impact revealed that over a quarter of
thosewhowere �expenditure poor� after the crisis had expendituresmore
than 50 percent above poverty as little as threemonths before the crisis!
These people are key targets for crisis safety nets, but unlikely to be on any

official government lists. Some safety net programs need to use self-selection
to reach those shocked by crisis.

Someideas thatworkwell aspovertyordevelopmentprogramsfail ascrisis
safetynets�especiallymicrocredit.Whateverthevirtuesofdevelopment
programs, rapidexpansionofmicrocreditasa response tocrisis is ill-advised. Ina
generalcrisis, theclimate forcreatingnewbusinesses isappalling.Expansionof
credit inan�emergency�fashionunderminesthepainstakinggroundwork
successfulmicrocreditprogramsrequire,andoncepeople realise thecredit is
reallya�transfer,�nota�debt,� theprogramsareabusedthroughlarge-scale
allocationofcredit to the locallyandpolitically influential.

KeepaneyeonALLexpendituresacrisis creates, theworst safetynetsmay
bethebiggest spenders.While safetynetprogramswerescrutinisedtoensure
gooddesignandeffectivetargeting,Indonesia�sgovernmentspentthreetimesas
muchonbailingoutthefinancial sectorandfivetimesasmuchonageneral
subsidyforenergythatneitherbenefitedthepoornorthehardesthithouseholds.
Whether to spendmore on safety net programs depends in part on the
alternatives.While governments anddonors often jealously guard the funds
for safety nets, themuch greater sums that are usually in the general budget�s
fiscal trough are less well protected and often consumedby powerful
financial and elite interests. � (Project Syndicate)

SudarnoSumarto is ExecutiveDirector, the SMERUResearch Institute,
Jakarta; Lant Pritchett is professor of politics/economics at theKennedy
SchoolofGovernment,HarvardUniversity.

Swiftly integrating international markets
need programs to deal with the social
consequences of such linkages.

Safety nets
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War, peace, economics
COLOMBO - The working one-year arrangement Sri Lanka’s ruling
People’s Alliance (PA) has with the country’s main Marxists, the JVP,
won’t do much for the economy of this war- and drought-stricken
country, say observers. Under the memorandum of understanding
(MoU), the JVP promises the government support, and the PA agrees
to dissolve parliament within a year and hold national polls under a
caretaker regime, among other political and administrative moves.
The agreement also outlines steps to halt price increases in essential
food items, fuel, electricity, gas and water and put on hold plans to
privatise public or social property such as water resources, banks,
insurance ventures. But the Jehan Perera of the National Peace
Council (NPC), a Norwegian-backed local peace group, says the
battered economy makes it impossible not to raise prices or resort to
subsidies. In recent months the economy, devastated by 18 years of
insurgency, has taken a further beating through a prolonged drought
and a rebel strike on the country’s only international airport. Diesel
and gas prices have risen by 100 percent in the past 18 months due
to rising world prices, triggering price hikes in essential goods. Dr
Nadeem Ul Haq, IMF representative in Colombo, said good
governance should include reducing the budget deficit and
proceeding with structural reforms. Sri Lanka received an IMF
standby facility of over $250 million this year to implement key
economic reforms including selling off loss-making state enterprises
and reducing the budget deficit which has ballooned due to high war
spending and related costs. (IPS)
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Hunger amid plenty
NEW DELHI – “Our granaries are brimming because people do not
have the wherewithal to purchase foodgrain,” was how India’s
blunt-speaking Agriculture Minister Ajit Singh summed it up. No
central or state government has been candid about people dying of

starvation even as the grain
surplus rises. Media have
shown graphic proof of
starvation deaths and mass
deprivation, and India’s
Supreme Court, acting on a
petition by the People’s Union of
Civil Liberties (PUCL), a rights
group, finally intervened. The
court observed that below-
poverty-line (BPL) families
were being given 25 kg of grain
per month at four cents each
when they were entitled to 75
kg at that rate. India’s granaries

are bursting with over 60 million tonnes of wheat and rice and the
current crop’s bumper harvest is expected to take surplus stocks to
over 80 million tonnes. There is nowhere to store that much grain—
sacks are being stacked at airfields, covered under flimsy black
plastic sheeting. Vast amounts are reported to have rotted in rainy
weather or been eaten by rats. Official apathy prompted the court to
ask the PUCL to identify officers in each of the affected districts
who have the “spirit, inclination and drive” to prevent further
starvation deaths. The court has issued notices to seven state
governments to report on starvation. None had estimates of BPL
figures, but the PUCL told the court that 200 million Indians suffer
“chronic hunger.” Unoffical sources say that the death toll this year
from starvation is in the early hundreds.   (IPS)
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CHAYANIT POONYARAT
BANGKOK�Thailand,initsquest
fordollars,plans todevelop its
strengthasa touristdestination in
ways thatworry locals.The
governmentwantstobringmore
funds intothecountry, still recovering
fromthe1997economiccrisis. Ithas
consideredreversingaloggingban
imposed inthe lateeightiesafterparts
ofThailandsuffereddevastatingfloods
andmudslides,andliftinga1998ban
oninlandprawnfarming,putinplace
after thepracticedestroyed800,000
hectaresofmangroves.

It is turning a similar eye to
tourism.�Tourism, shrimpfarming
and logging are all �slash-and-burn�
industries,� saidAnitaPleumarom
of theChiangMai-basedNGO
TourismInvestigation and
MonitoringTeam(TIM-Team).
For example, there is talk of
transformingKohSamui, apopular
tourist island in southernThailand,
into the centre for tourism in the
area.KohSamui, a 47 sq km island
some640kmfromBangkok, has
38,000 inhabitants�andgets
860,000visitors annually.Tourism
revenues are about $200million
every year. This year over 900,000
tourists are expected here.

More than10million tourists
visit Thailand each year, and this is
estimated to increase by 10.8
million this year and11.13million
in2002.PradechPhayakvichien,
governorof theTourismAuthority
ofThailand (TAT), said govern-
mentwants to �extend tourism
seasons to cover the whole year� in
Samui, and re-brand it as a �Luxury
BeachResort�. Though theTAT
says the number of tourists visiting
KohSamuiwill be limited to
950,000 a year, it wants to expand
port facilities to handle a heavier
schedule. Special loanswill be given
to ferryoperators toupgrade

�Slash and burn�
standards,more roadswillbebuilt to
decongesttrafficaroundbeaches,and
amarinaandcultural centreare inthe
works.Theplanwould laterextend
toother islands in thearea,
GreaterSamui.

Activists areurginggovernment
to go slowbecausemanyThai
communities know the social and
environmental price of over-
developmentof tourism.Koh
Samui is already grapplingwith
problems like transportation, city
planning, pollution and the
development of local souvenir
products.Many case studies suggest
the economicbenefits fromtourism
are highly overrated, and there is
simplynot enoughmoney for
conservation and the improvement
of public services. �Ironically, to set
up tourismprojects and the
required infrastructure,more and

more foreign loans are needed,
which add to the financial
burden,�Pleumaromadded.
Thailand�s public debt stands at
$60 billion, equal to 57 percent of
itsGDP.

There aremany lessons about
the social and environmental
problemsof tourism.AllThai
beaches display similar destructive
patterns, say experts�coastlines
full of garbage andpollutionwith
excessive commercial building.
Land and goods prices shoot up to
unrealistic levels. TheTAT
recently received letters from
tourists complaining thePhi Phi
islands area is overcrowded and
dirty. They suggested that the
number of tourists there be
curtailed. Local press reports say
tourists are disappointed these
days because authenticity is often

undermined forquickprofits.
�Thegovernment should improve
the situation in deteriorating
tourist centres, not open upnew
areas,� explainedPleumarom.

But the search continues for
ways to boost export earnings and
revenues fromoutside sources.
Lastmonth, newspapers reported
a newproject tomake Phuket an
outstandingplastic surgery centre
so that �when you think of plastic
surgery, think of Phuket.�

Andmeanwhile inBangkok�s
tourist hubPatpong,Thailand�s
InteriorMinister Purachai
Piumsoombunhasbeencrusading
for amoral �social order� since
August. Barsmust stop selling
alcohol aftermidnight and close
by 2am , in themiddle of the peak
period for business, according to
bar owners, 1am to 3am. � (IPS)

Thailand needs to be cautious with tourism projects.
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by MANJUSHREE THAPANEPALITERATURE

respected literary figure once joked that I probably didn’t translate
traditional chhanda (formed) poetry because that is harder to
translate than free verse: “You have more freedom when you

translate free verse.” He may be right. Yet, without even having to bother
with such things as rhyme and metre and scansion, translating free verse
is hard enough to do. In this week’s column, the ayaameli or abstract,
“dimensionalist” poetry of Bairagi Kainla has kept me especially per-
plexed, trying to make out dim, dissatisfying forms in the half-light of
mixed languages.

There are, in the act of translation, three main tasks to attend to:
translating the meaning/s (or logic) of the original text, translating its
style (or rhetoric), and opting between the different silences that result
from each word choice, each comma, exclamation mark and full stop. In
abstract verses such as Kainla’s “The Mountain,” below, the meaning of
the original text can be obscure at times, filled with innuendoes, subtle
connotations, double entendres and the possibility of multiple interpreta-
tions. While this abstraction makes for a layered, participatory reading
experience in the original language, it guarantees a flattening of
meaning in the process of translation: secondary interpretations easily
get lost. Similarly, translating the style of such a poem is tricky—for the
rhythms and resonance of Nepali language tend not to match those of
English. Indeed, “The Mountain” is the most challenging work of Nepali
literature I have translated to date. Silence features large in this
translation (as in any translated text); and more than anything else, I am
reminded of why the critic Jacques Derrida has said that the enterprise of
translation is always slated for failure. There is much in literature that
simply never translates.

THEMOUNTAIN
1. Even in the house going to the top floor
I climb peaks of the high staircase ledge
These days I’m always climbing mountains in my dreams
which never bow down no matter how many hills and peaks
I subdue with the threshold of each step
on my street

Oh! The backbones of the Himalayas break
and collapse, retching pools of
nighttime on my street
The thundering of echoes
slams against the walls of the sky—
onto the main street, upon a running train
In droplets of blood contained by shards of glass
instances of lives
crushed in separate compartments—
on the lines of broken trains
From the flames of the raging fires
I gather these, I carry these
in my pockets and on my shoulders
The streets which are exhausted
having taken many children to school
having taken many sons to the border trenches
having returned many fathers from their offices
these streets by now shattered in accidents
yes, all these streets
I carry on my shoulders

TRANSLATING BAIRAGI KAINLA
On my shoulders of the mythical Kumbhakarna
I carry the corpse of life

2. From above my shoulders—
the corpse of life putrefying
on the density of my love, the blaze of my faith
drops in many pieces upon shards of light
conveying one boon each these pieces
drop with a splash into brightness
in each of my steps: on my street!
An eye drops: a night ends
Another eye drops: another night ends
A heel drops: a foot-length piece of the street is filled
A hand falls: a bridge is drawn from earth to sky
Two hands in embrace drop—
in an earth of boundless expanses
and once again, another time splits open in history
Upon the forehead of an opening
for everyone’s information
amid pine needles
in letters at the joints of branches
time comes rushing over and jots down a few lines—
welcome to mountain climbers,
to tender heels,
to each life!
Now let each person once again start
a separate journey from this opening!

3. Filling the sun
into the vast spinning bulb of the third eye
holding up the flat sea in both hands
standing apart from the calves of the opening
from the attacks of sharks and whales
from the raids of ocean pirates
treasures and rescuing ships
and lifting the Govardhan hill on a fingertip
from this opening even I
these days am always climbing mountains in my dreams
these days I’m always climbing mountains in my dreams

A dogged emotion—expressing a stubborn will to overcome arduous,
albeit unnamed, hurdles—rings clearly through the original Nepali text.
There is a powerful mix of panic, resolve and weariness in the narrative
voice. The poem’s ultimate abstruseness, its openness to varying
interpretations and its refusal to offer easy narratives makes it more
suited to those with postmodern sensibilities than to those who seek
closure in literature.

Kainla’s poetry collection Bairagi Kainlaka Kabita can be extremely
difficult to find on the market—a baffling fact, given the importance of
his contribution to Nepali literature. (He was one of the originators of the
1960’s Tesro Ayaam movement calling for greater complexity in Nepali
literary expression). In recent decades, Kainla has stopped writing
actively, choosing instead to promote, through the Royal Nepal
Academy, the art and literature of Nepal’s minority national languages.
He is himself a translator of the Mundhum (origination myth) and other
texts in the Limbu language. His original name is Til Bikram Nembang.
His widely recognised pen name, translated, is far more lyrical, though:
melancholy fourth son. �

by CK LALBOOK REVIEW

Instant history for
the uninformed

Some, but not all, pulp fiction quickies
have a place in the grieving process.
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f thestatueofKingMahendrawere to falloff itspedestalonDarbarMarg,
fourkindsofreactionswouldgreetthemishap.ComradeBaburamBhattarai
andhis ilkwouldseeanIndo-Americanconspiracybehindit.Thepoliticosof

BalkhuandTekuwouldtake itasanomenofanimpendingcoupbythepalace.
Royalistswouldcurse thedemocraticdispensationfor thecatastrophe.Andthe
restofuswill take it asGod�swill, skirt thedebris, andgetonwith the routine
drudgeryofourdaily lives. Itwillbeanexceptionalpersonwhowouldgobeyond
establishedbiasesandtry tounderstandtheprocess that resulted inthe tumble
of the statue.

PrakashARaj isnot thatexceptionalperson inhisbookabout the royal
massacre inNepal.Whileherepeatsbazaar rumoursabout the1Junedisaster
withapparentrelish,hestudiouslyavoids takingastandor forwardingapointof
view.Inthetime-testedtraditionofpopreporting,hereinforcesexisting
prejudices, fans fearsaboutthefuture,andallowsdifficultquestionstoremain
unanswered.Theauthorhasregurgitatedmediareportsaboutthemassacre in
passableprose,andbroughtoutaglossy.

Printedonhigh-qualityart-paper, thebookischock-a-blockwithcolour
photographsof thedeceasedroyalty.Thetext is touristguidebookprose, laid
out inaneasy-to-readmanner.Butfrankly,unlessyouhavebeenawayfrom
newspapersandtelevisionfor the last threemonths, there isalmostnothingnew
betweenthecovers. Thebook lackseventhesavinggraceofmostpulp fictions:
unputdownablereadability. It is trashall right,butadifferentkindof trash
altogether. Itbelongs tothegenreof thathigh-lowoxymoron�collector�s trash.

Quickiesoftengetawaywithunverifiable facts, flightsof fancyabout
conspiracytheories,clumsywriting,andshoddyproduction,bypanderingtothe
emotionsofapopulationlookingfor facileexplanationsforcomplexcatastrophes
ofhistory.Buttheydoperformauseful function:quickiesmakeusdevourour
grief, andhelpreduce the intensityofpain intheprocess.Oneof thereasons the
worldforgotLadyDisosoonwasthataninstantaneousanguishfollowedher
death,andDianamemorabilia floodedthemarket tosaturationlevels.Thisyear
on31August,veryfewrememberedtheMercedescrashinParis in1997which,
whenithappened,unleashedaglobalorgyofgrief.

Withthepassageof timeperhapswe, too,will getover the inconsolablegrief
of thehorrendousNarayanhitiMassacre.Researchers infuturewillbenefit from
theperspectiveofdistanceandofferdetachedanalyses.Theireyesunclouded
bythesmokeof funeralpyresofnational idols,
futurescholarswillbe
better able topass
judgementona
nationaltragedyof
suchhistoric
significance.Butfor
now,wehavetomake
dowithquickies like the
onesbyKhagendra
SangraulainNepaliand
PrakashARaj inEnglish.
NeeleshMishra, thehack
whopennedthecheap-
thrillsbookIC814
Hijacked:TheInsideStory,
hascomeupwithonetoo,
but that is yet tohit
Kathmandubookstores.

There isonlyonething
worsethanreadingsuch
booksandthat ishavingto
reviewthem.ButPrakashA
Raj isoneof thevery fewNepaliswhowritebooks inEnglish.Addedtothat is
hisstandinginthehierarchyofKathmandusociety.He�comesfromthefamily
ofNepal�sRoyalPreceptors�, thebackof thebookblurbproudlyproclaims.
Whatpeople likehimsay is still takenseriously in this country.Today is the
155th anniversaryofKotParba,butanovelwrittenbyadescendentofJang
Bahadurwiththatcourtmassacreas thebackdropis still amongthemost
popularpulpfictioninNepali.ThenovelBasantievenmadeitoncelluloidand
becomeablockbusterbyNepali standards.

That said, Imustadmit that thisbook isausefulpieceof instanthistory for
thoseunawareofNepalicustomsandtraditions,eventhoughit sometimes
confuses thereaderwithstatements like:�Inordinarycircumstances,Dipendra
wouldhaveperformedthe last ritesofKingBirendra� (p46). Is that true? If that
is so, thentheRoyalPreceptorhasclearlychangedtraditionalpractices.
Normally, thekingneverdies;hencethecrownprincenever takespart inthe
worldlyritesofhisdeceasedfather�hebecomestheking inhis stead.

For those familiarwithNepal�shistory, itwouldbearevelationthat the
writerconsidersChandraShamsher the�wisest�ofBir�sbrothers,not themost
cunning,cruel, schemingandparanoid,asheisknowntohavebeen.Nepali
readershavetobearwithbanalities like�NarayanmeansVishnuandhitimeans
waterspout�because the targetbuyersof thebookare tourists,notus.

Finally, thisbookonceagainproves theoldbelief thatawriterendsup
sayingmoreabouthimself thanhis subjectwheneverhetries tosaysomething
inahurry.�

�KayGardeko?� : TheRoyalMassacre inNepal, PrakashARaj,RupaandCo,
NewDelhi,2001, ISBN81-7167-571-9, 111pp,all colour,Rs200.
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AJIT BARAL
n its August 1997 issue, Himal South Asian carried a cover story on
literary writings in English from the subcontinent. Such writings from
Nepal were conspicuously absent. It would be naïve to think that since

Himal was “ours,” we ought to have been represented. There simply wasn’t a
corpus then of NLWE to draw on, even if writers like Laxmi Prasad Devkota
and Bal Krishna Sama had trans-created their works into English.

But if Himal South Asian were to do a similar story now,
there would be something to write about. NLWE has started to
toddle along, and briskly at that. DB Gurung’s Echoes from
the Himalayas was published outside of Nepal (“A worldly
addition to Nepal’s literature,” #26. Samrat Upadhyay has
gone international with his collection of short stories,
Arresting God in Kathmandu, which has received many
favourable reviews including in the New York Times. (See
“Transcendence in Physicality” and “In Nepal, too, desire
defies modern times,” #58.) And in October, Manjushree
Thapa’s novel, The Tutor of History, will hit the news-
stands globally.

In his column in Kantipur, Narayan Dhakal once wrote,
referring to Manu Bajraki and his story published in Garima, that we would
have our own Gabriel Garcia Marquez had our literary works been translated
into English. But there is no Gregory Rebbasa to hoist our would-be
Marquezs out of English-language obscurity. Yet, just having a Rabassa
does not ensure international recognition. For even the best translator
cannot redeem slipshod, unedited writing. Many of our sahityakars don’t
seem to recognise such things as editing and rewriting, which are admit-

On the Nepali literary scene
tedly ten times more difficult than simply writing. There are exceptions,
though—Sama is said to have edited his work extensively. And critic
Ramesh Bhattarai tells us that the great aanshu lekhak (“extempore writer”)
Devkota also started editing his work later in life.

For those who want to write well in Nepali, there are no creative writing
schools and no books available that discus the craft of writing and editing,
like Arthur Plotnik’s The Elements of Editing or John Gardener’s The Art of

Fiction. A comparison between Samrat Upadhyay and Parashu
Pradhan would not be out of place here because, like
Upadhyay, Pradhan can’t resist sex in his stories. Upadhyay’s
sentences says the reviewer in the New York Times, are  “decep-
tively simple.” So are Pradhan’s, but while Upadhyay’s sentences
flow with the asymmetry of nature, Pradhan’s flow with all the
uniformity of a military parade. As a result, the sex in Pradhan’s
stories verges on an asceticism that does not seem entirely
intentional.

One crucial factor in this general lack is a solid educational
background. Unlike Samrat Upadhyay and Manjushree Thapa, most
Nepali writers simply don’t have it. And then there is the matter of not
having access to books and the latest literary trends. This is a

subjective opinion, but generally, there seems to a strong link between
good reading and good writing.

Gayatri Spivak and Edward Said have talked about the “Empire” and
the “Orient” writing back to the “West.” Nepal may not have been colo-
nised, but we are enough of the world today, especially its voiceless,
underprivileged part, to need to make our voice heard, as other “Orientals”
(and Africans, South Americans, and Pacific Islanders) are doing. �

Nepali writing in English is looking up. Not so that in Nepali itself.

I
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NEW YORK:LleytonHewittawoke
lastMonday,10September, to the
realisationthathehadachievedone
ofhis two lifegoals andwas fast
closing inontheother. �It�s starting
to sink in, that�s for sure,� the20-
year-oldsaidofhisUSOpenvictory
atanewsconferenceat theAustralian
consulate. �I�mstarting toreflecton
what itmeans tobeaGrandSlam
championnowandtoactuallywin
theUSOpen,�Hewitt saidafterhis
7-6,6-1,6-1whippingof13-time
GrandSlamchampionPeteSampras
earned himhis firstmajor title.
�Every kid�s dream I think is to
win a Grand Slam, at least one,
and to be number one player in
the world. I�ve achieved one of
those goals now and hopefully I
can get the next one.�

Sampras said theAustralian
possessed the best passing shots,
return of serve and court speed he
had ever seen�at least on that
near-perfect Sunday for the
youngster fromAdelaide.

�I�m getting closer and closer,�

Hewitt said of the number one
ranking.�I�mnumberthreenow, it�sa
careerhigh, twospots togo. Itdoesn�t
soundlikemuchbut it�s abig step for
sure.�Hewitt is fast realisingwhat
champions inall sportshave long
known�thattastingultimatevictory,
likeanaddictivedrug, is ahighthat
leavesyouwantingmore.�I�montop
of theworldat themoment. I think
I�mgoingtobemorehungry.Iwant
this feelingback,�hesaid,glancingat
hisUSOpentrophyas if tomakesure
itwas really there.

Hewittwas farmorealert and
bright-eyedthancountrymanPatrick
Rafterhadbeenthedayafterhewon
his firstUSOpenin1997.Rafterhad
turnedupforhisnextdaymedia
obligationswithbrightredbloodshot
eyesandagrin thatnever lefthis face,
havingbeendraggeddirectlyfromall-
nightcelebrations.Hewitt�s restrained
celebrationbyAussiestandardsmay
havebeentheresultofbeingayear
youngerthanthelegaldrinkingagein
NewYork,andofhavinghisparents
around.�Iwentandhaddinnerwith

myfamilyandfriends,�hesaid,adding
thathewas simply too�knackered� to
cut loose. �Igotacoupleofhours
(sleep) thatwasabout it.EvenwhenI
gothomehalfwaythroughthenight
lastnight Iwas still oncloudnine. It
washard to fall asleep,�he said.

ButtheusuallyfieryAustralian
wasevenrestrainedduringthebiggest
matchofhis life, showing littleof the
demonstrativefist-pumpingagainst
Samprasthatoftenpunctuateshis
matches. �I really was in shock
those last few games. I had to look
up at the scoreboard a couple of
times to see if it wasmatch point,�
he admitted.Hewas also shocked
that he had earned his firstmajor
title at such a young age. �When
Darren (Cahill) first took over the
coaching ofmewe sat down andhe
toldme that �we�re going to try and
workonyour gameandhopefully
you�ll be holding these trophies up
when you�re 24, 25 years old�,� he
recalled. �Everything�s come so
quickly. To get in the top 10 as an
18-year-old, to be in the top five as
a 19-year-old, to be top three now
as a 20-year-old and be holding the
USOpen trophy, it�s just happened
so quickly forme,� hemarvelled.

�I�ve been looking at this thing
all day,� he said of the silverUS
Open chalice. �On this one side
you got all the newest generation�s
names,Edberg, Sampras,Agassi,
Rafter, Safin, nowmine�s next.On
the other side you�ve got
Newcombe,Rosewall, Laver, so
many great players, the list just goes
on,McEnroe,Connors, and tohave
yourname alongside these guys on
this wonderful trophy, it doesn�t get
muchbetter,� he added.

It is all a far cry from the first
time hewon a trophy. �My first
trophywas �most improved� atmy
local club inAdelaide. I would have
been around seven or eight,� he said
laughing.Hewitt said hewas
overwhelmedby all themessages of
support he had received fromback
home, althoughhe called the plans
byAustralian tennis officials to
declare the day after his victory
�hats backwards day� in his honour
�a bit silly.� � (Reuters)

Winner in shock MJ returns
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CHICAGO - Michael Jordan all but confirmed to this reporter last week that he would return to play in the
NBA and said the world will know for sure in the middle of this week. Asked whether he was definitely
coming back, Jordan smiled slyly. A moment later, he looked up and said, “I’m doing it for the love of the
game. Nothing else. For the love of the game.”

But a statement released from Jordan’s office didn’t confirm anything. “I’m not confirming the report. It
is pure speculation,” Jordan said in the statement. When informed that it was being reported that he had all
but confirmed his return to the NBA, Jordan told the Washington Post: “I didn’t say that.” Jordan reiterated
that he was speaking of his “months of attempting to get into basketball shape,” not his definite return.

Jordan, who led the Chicago Bulls to six championships, has worked out all summer preparing for the
expected comeback with the Washington Wizards. He is president of basketball operations for the team
and a part owner, meaning he has to divest
his ownership under NBA rules before
returning to the court.

Jordan has tested himself and his game
repeatedly in scrimmages against top-calibre
NBA players, with league referees officiating.
The only question remaining is whether the
tendinitis in his right knee would limit his
effectiveness. Jordan, however, said the
knee was sound.

This would be the second comeback for
the 38-year-old Jordan. He stunned the basketball world by retiring in October 1993, saying he had
nothing left to prove in basketball and wanted to give baseball a try. He played a season of Double-A ball
for the Chicago White Sox team, but returned to the Bulls in March 1995.

In the half-hour conversation on a curb outside his restaurant, Jordan dropped the conditional tense
for the first time since acknowledging in April that he was serious about coming back. “I want to play for
years,” he said. But Jordan made it clear he wasn’t coming back to fulfil any expectations but his own.
“Winning isn’t always championships. What’s wrong with helping kids find their way, teaching them
the game.”  (AP)

INTERCITY BUS SERVICE
TRIDEVIMARG, KATHMANDU, NEPAL P.O.BOX 1307 FAX 00971-253885 TEL/257544/253885

EMAIL:-greenline@unlimit.com URL:www.catmando.com/greenline
Effective from 15th of Sep. 2001

SCHEDULE AND TARIFF
FROM TO SERVICES DEP.TIME ARR.TIME FARE US$

KATHMANDU POKHARA DAILY 07:30 02:30 10:00$

KATHMANDU POKHARA DAILY 08:30 03:30 10:00S

KATHMANDU CHITRASARI (CHITWAN) DAILY 08:30 02:00 8:00$

KATHMANDU SUNACHARI (CHITWAN) DAILY 08:30 02:30 8:00$

FROM TO SERVICES DEP.TIME ARR.TIME FARE US$

POKHARA KATHMANDU DAILY 07:30 02:30 10:00$

POKHARA KATHMANDU DAILY 08:30 03:30 10:00$

POKHARA CHITRASARI (CHITWAN) DAILY 08:30 02:30 8:00$

POKHARA SUNACHARI (CHITWAN) DAILY 08:30 02:30 8:00$

FROM TO SERVICES DEP.TIME ARR.TIME FARE US$

CHITRASARI (CHITWAN) KATHMANDU DAILY 10:00 03:30 8:00$

CHITRASARI (CHITWAN) POKHARA DAILY 10:00 03:30 8:00$

SUNACHARI (CHITWAN) KATHMANDU DAILY 09:30 03:30 8:00$

SUNACHARI (CHITWAN) POKHARA DAILY 09:30 03:30 8:00$

GREENLINE PROVIDES THE FOLLOWING FACILITIES

1. DELUXE (FULLY AIR-CONDITON) COACHES.

2. STANDARD COACHES.

3. REFRESHMENT WILL BE SERVED AT RIVERSIDE SPRING  RESORT OR MOTEL DU MUNGLING CORRESPONDING TO THE
SECTOR AND TIMING.

4. PRIVATE TERMINAL BUILDING.

5. ADVANCED BOOKING SYSTEM.

6. INSURANCE COVERAGE OF NPR 500,000.00 PER PERSON.
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HAPPENINGS

RECREATION

THEFOOTMOBILE: SudharshanGautam,who featured in �Look, no
hands�(#59), isall smiles,havingsuccessfullynavigatedKathmandu�scrowded
streets�withhisfeet�onSaturday,8September.

HIGH-UPCHILDREN:TembaChiri Sherpa, the youngest-everEverest
summiteer,withdelegatesat theNationalChildren�sFairorganisedbytheSave
theChildrenAllianceandaconsortiumofchildren�sorganisations inNepalon
Monday,10September.
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SALIL SUBEDI
verymorning,photographer
JitendraBajracharyawakesup
tothebillingandcooingof the

30pigeonshekeepsonhis rooftopin
DilliBazar.Beforeanythingelse,he
checksonhis�flyingsquad.�

Thereareoverahundred
kabutarbaaj,�pigeonplayers,� in
Kathmanduwhowillnowentertheir
chargesintheannualPigeonFlying
Competitionthat started lastyear.
Pigeonsarenomorethehobbyof
aristocrats.�Keepingpigeons is likean
addiction,�saysBajracharya,whoin
Mayorganisedthisyear�s
competition.Thefirst competition
was organised lastOctober by the
84members of theNepal Pigeon
Keeper�s Association.

Pigeonkeepers seriousabout
theirbirdsnormallyhaveat least10
pairsofgoodfliers.Specialbirdsneed

Get ready for the pigeon invasion.
a specialdiet, so insteadof the
standardpigeonfareofmustard,rice,
wheatandcorn, thecontestantsget
peasandgram.Bajracharyasaysthat
beforecontest timeeventheir sex life
iscontrolled,withcompetingbirds
isolatedtostopthemfrommating,
�toconserve their stamina.�Theyare
allowedtohave theirwayatother
timesthough, tobreedpigeonsthat
flybetter, faster,higher.Ayoung
pigeon is ready to flyafter it is about
45daysold,whenithasmoultedand
sproutednewfeathers.

It was a hazy daywhenwe saw
Bajracharya�s pigeons soar across
the sky. Therewere chances of a
drizzle, but he picked themout of
their compartments, one by one,
and released themanyway.They
quicklygathermomentum,and
flutter in space. They start looping
around in circles, higher, and soon
they aremaking their bestmoves�
tumbling (kawakhane) and rolling
(baji khane). �I don�t usually fly
them in rain, but it is good exercise
to do it occasionally,� he says,
settling down for the two-hour
wait. �At times,� he says, �they�re
havingsuchagoodtimethat they
takeages tocomeback.�

Andthat iswhenhe starts toget
worried.Because thereare lethal;
enemies intheskiesabove
Kathmandu�hungrybaaj(hawks),or
the jamal (falcons)wholive inthe
heightsofDharahara.Piegonshavea

High fliers
15-degreeblindzoneat theback,and
this iswherethecunningpredators
strike.GopalSingh,ownerof300
pigeonsandwinnerofsecondplace in
the flyingcontest inMay, loses two
goodfliers a week on average.

His birds are hard to replace
because they have been bred over
the years in his home. Singh is
proudest of his female black-eyed
kasni, one ofwhich flew for 8hours
31minutes inMay, contributing
significantly tohiswin.Competi-
tors fly five pigeons, their collective
timingdetermines the overall
winner.TheBest PigeonAward
alsowent to a home-bred black-
eyed kasni, amale ownedbyRatna
KajiMaharjan of Jyatha,whichflew
for8hours40minutes.

Ifyouarenowinspiredtobreed
pigeonsratherthancursetheirnesting

habits, it is surprisinglycheaptodo
so�Rs1,000amonthtofeed200
or sobirds.Theexpensivepart is
buyingyourstarters�apairof
commonvarieties likehanse,bhujra,
kagaji,kasni,chini,tauke,lalsa,jaag�
costsupwardsofRs2,000.They�re
relativelymaintenancefee, theonly
thing towatchout for is adiseaseof
thespinethathitswithoutwarning
whichsomebelieve iscausedby
pesticides inthepigeons� feed.And,
ofcourse,youhave tocleanuptheir
abundantguano.

Inreturn,youget the thrillof
seeingtheseelegantcreatures in
skilful flightwiththeirairofquiet
watchfulness.�

To learnmore about thepigeon
flying competition, visit http://
www.geocities.com/nepal_pigeon
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AAYOGORKHALI!:Chefs at theHyatt, ready for the annual British
GurkhaBall. TheRegencyBallroom is ready too, completewithUnion
Jack-themeupholstery. Saturday, 8 September.
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ABOUT TOWN

For inclusion in the listing send information to editors@nepalitimes.com

For insertions ring NT Marketing at 543333-36.

CLASSIFIED

KATHMANDU VALLEY

Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue

26-19 26-19 26-18 26-28 27-19

MOVIESMOVIESMOVIESMOVIESMOVIES
� � Nepali and Hindi movies  online ticket booking at www.nepalshop.com

EATING OUTEATING OUTEATING OUTEATING OUTEATING OUT
� � Regal Specialities of Nepal Chef Govind KC’s take on Nepal’s culinary
heritage, with Nepali cultural programme. Until 15 September. Himalchuli
Restaurant, Soaltee Crown Plaza. 273999
� � Patan Museum Café  Mixed menu, garden seating. Lunch only, 11am-
2pm. 25 percent off with Summit Card. 526271
� � Friday Night Sekuwa (BBQ)  Appetisers, momos, salad, main courses
and desserts, one complimentary beer. Rs 699 per head. Throughout the
monsoon at Dwarika’s Hotel. 479488
� � Saturday lunch at Restaurant Kantipur, Club Himalaya, Nagarkot. BBQ
buffet Rs 500 per head. 410432, 414432
� � Sandwiches  Over the Rainbow American Diner with Fifth Avenue sandwiches, full meals at
backpacker prices. Opposite Pilgrims Book House, Thamel. 42651
� � Juicy steaks, chilled beer , Mexican cuisine, great breakfasts, sports bar. All week long. Live
band Wednesday, Sunday evenings 6.30-10.00.  K-too! Beer & Steakhouse, Thamel. 433043
� � Dinner and concert Dine with Nepali singers Sapna Shree Pariyar and Suresh Manandhar.
8pm-11pm, except Tuesdays. Far Pavilion, The Everest Hotel. 488100

MUSICMUSICMUSICMUSICMUSIC
� � Great coffee, live music  by the Heartbreakers. All September Fridays (7pm-10pm) and Sun-
days (6pm-9pm). Himalayan Java, Thamel. 416692
� � Weekends at The Jazz Bar  The Jazz Commission on Thursdays, Chris Masand’s Latin band
on Fridays and on Saturdays An Fainne. 7pm onwards. Shangri-La Hotel
� � Live Acoustic Music  Dinesh Rai and Deependra every Friday at the Himalatte Café. 9pm
491234
� � DJ Neil/ Live Bands  Every Friday and weekends. Daily happy hour. Rox Bar. Hyatt Regency.
6pm—9pm. 491234
� � Cadenza  Saturday evening live jazz at Upstairs, Lazimpat. 7.30pm-10pm. Rs 200

EVENTSEVENTSEVENTSEVENTSEVENTS
� � Contemporary jazz dance classes  by Meghna Thapa. At Alliance Francaise Sundays and
Tuesdays 4.30pm-6.30pm, 241163, 242832. At Banu’s, Kamal Pokhari, Wednesdays 6.30pm-8pm,
Saturdays 1.30pm, 434024, 434830
� � World Tourism Day Bike Relay  Biking relays in teams starting from Tridevi Marg, Thamel. Free
for all. 27 September. Call Himalayan Mountain Bike 437437 for more details.

GETAWAYSGETAWAYSGETAWAYSGETAWAYSGETAWAYS
� � September at Shangri-La  Swimming and lunch for Rs 600, earn Rs 300. Hotel Shangri-La.
412999
� � Dwarika’s two for one package  Two nights accommodation plus afternoon tea, dinner,
breakfasts, massage. Cost per couple US$155nett. Offer valid till end of September. Dwarika’s
Hotel. 479488
� � Chiso Chiso Hawama  Summer B&B package for Nepalis and expatriates.
Rs 1,250 per head. Club Himalaya Nagarkot Resort. 410432, 414432
� � Nagarkot Escape  Weekends in cottages, views of the Himalayas, valleys
and forests. Special rates for Nepalis and resident expatriates. Hotel Keyman
Chautari. keyman@wlink.com.np 436850

EXHIBITIONEXHIBITIONEXHIBITIONEXHIBITIONEXHIBITION
� � Charcoal drawings by Chungpo Tsering  14-24 September, 8am-6pm
daily. Indigo Gallery, Naxal. 413580
� � Paintings and sculptures  by Batsa Gopal Vaidya and Shashi Shah. 14 September-17 October,
11am-6pm. 411122 Siddhartha Art Gallery, Baber Mahal Revisited. 411122

TALKTALKTALKTALKTALK
� � Tiger Conservation Nanda SJB Rana and Dr Latika Rana, British embassy Hall,
Lainchaur. Friday, 14 September, 6pm. Organised by the Nepal Britain Society.

MARTIN CHAUTARIMARTIN CHAUTARIMARTIN CHAUTARIMARTIN CHAUTARIMARTIN CHAUTARI
� � Current Nepali Politics Pandit: Prof. Dhruba Kumar, CNAS, Kirtipur. Tuesday, 18 Septem-
ber, 5.30 pm, Martin Chautari, Thapathali. For directions ring or email 256239,
chautari@mos.com.np. Open to all. Unless otherwise noted, presentations are in Nepali.
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House to rent, Nepalgunj  Beautiful spacious
house, centre of town. Four bed, three bath,
living, dining, servants’ quarters, well-
maintained garden, ample parking, generator,
telephone. Previously occupied by GTZ.
Available immediately. Ring Vinay
98102-4192.

Gourmet weekend for Nepalis and
expatriates Naked Chef, Nagarkot, B&B, three-
course international gourmet dinner, transport
both ways—Rs 1100. 417386, 680115

The way to Mexico  is too far. Botega
Restaurant and Tequila Bar is near Thamel
Chowk. 266433. 15 percent off-season
discount.

The Borderlands Resort  For canyoning,
rafting, trekking at Tibet borders, Professional
Development Program, Leadership Courses
and many more. 425836/425894.
info@borderlandresorts.com.
www.borderlandresorts.com.

K-Too! Beer and Steakhouse  not the
“longest”, “highest”, “first” or any other
superlative. Just a relaxed, easy-going bar
and restaurant with the coldest beer and
juiciest steaks this side of the moon. By the

Kathmandu Guest House. 433043

HMB Mountain Biking Have your bike
serviced or repaired by HMB’s Professional
Mechanics at the HMB Workshop. Riding
gear, accessories and parts available.
Second hand bikes bought/sold/hired. New
and reconditioned mountain bikes for sale.
Himalayan Mountain Bikes—Tours and
Expeditions. 437437.
www.bikingnepal.com.

Best Room in Thamel  Long-term only.
Private terrace, bath, double-bed, wardrobe,
shelves. Quiet, private, and a great view.
US$5 per day. Contact John 548119.

Home Line Creations For exclusive home
décor, gifts, decorative accessories, ceram-
ics, wrought iron, brilliant imported fabrics
and table tops. Add colour to your life.
Exclusive showroom: opp. Tri-Chandra
College, Darbar Marg. 222482

Reflexology Professional US-, Europe-
trained naturopath, therapist. Improve your
blood circulation, energy flow. Perfect
preventive therapy and also for specific
ailments. 413774 (11am-5pm) or email
buddhasfeet@about.com.

by NGAMINDRA DAHALNEPALI WEATHER

by MIKUYAK YETI YAK
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More rain, as the satellite picture suggests, with its mass of
clouds sweeping across the Bay of Bengal and towards the
eastern Himalaya. The low-pressure trough that hangs over the
Indo-Gangetic plain for most of the monsoon is weakening and
moving towards Pakistan, but it is still linked to the low pressure
on the coast along the Bay of Bengal. The result is a trough
line, also visible on the picture, which will bring mild rain to
much of the country. And then, the monsoon will finally retreat
for the year. And this means that the mercury, which dipped by
four degrees this past week, will once again rise during the day
when the rain starts tapering off.
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NEPALI SOCIETY

hat Shiba Sharma
has done for her
village of Sisaniya in

Dang district cannot be
measured in dollars and
cents. Being a trained nurse
has helped this elected
village leader come up with
different priorities. While
VDC chairmen in other
villages would go for roads
and bridges, Shiba’s
concerns are day-care
centres, immunisation
programmes for children, or
spreading awareness to pig
farmers to control the
spread of a deadly encepha-
litis epidemic.

Shiba’s medical back-
ground makes her passion-
ate about raising the health
standards of women and
children in this village on the
East-West highway. And she
strongly believes that the
first line of defence against
communicable diseases is
proper information on
prevention. Her community
has just finished a cam-

Shiba�s healing touch
paign to get every villager to
construct latrines. Then Shiba
got a bright idea: why let the
waste go waste? So she has
got her own biogas plant at
home hooked up to the latrine
so that there is more gas
production. Following her
example, other village families
are following suit. This has
reduced their dependence on
the surrounding forests, and
the trees have started growing
back.

 Shiba finds it much easier
to convince the women in her
village about health matters:
“Women are naturally much
more effective in spreading
awareness, they take the
message to their children
and to their husbands.”
The other aim of this
energetic leader is to
build enough schools
and upgrade the quality
of the education so that
children grow up with
knowledge that is more
relevant to their daily
lives. “Educa-

tion is no good if you are
just cramming all the time
from text books to pass
exams,” she says. Shiba is
often called on to deliver
babies, treat children, and
even make house calls to
tend sick water buffaloes.

With local elections due
next year, Shiba is not sure
she wants to stand again
from her Marxist-Leninist
party. “There are some
things you can’t do as a
VDC chairperson that you
can do as a political activ-
ist,” she says. Like contest-
ing a member of parliament
seat, maybe? �
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