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his was our royal massacre,”wrote
one American diplomarwho had
served in Kathmandu, linking the

sense ofshockand dismay that overtook the
United States on Monday morning.

Sunu Pratap KC, an IT specialist was near the
Pentagon across the Poromac Riverin Wash-
ingron DCwhen theairliner ploughed nto the
building, “Iwas in middlc ofa mecting two
blocksavay from the White Housewhen it
happened and ourbuilding was evacuated
immediarely,” he told us. “Tewas vry scary,
likea Hollywood movic. There weresecret
service personncl and FBI al over, and F-16s
were flyingabove.”

.
Aswego o press, we have no word of Nepalis
cughtinthemagearhe World Trade

studens, United Nasons employesand i
| the efuge of

defence shield. They may bein the ciieswith

the most cosmopolitan cityin the world. Many
workin news-standsin lower Manhattan.

Nepalisarestill new migrants in New York “roguestae”.

‘while America’s orbital eyes look down for
infia-red signals ofamissle launch froma

upa growing parcof hat immigrant
N2

o
11 September 2001 willlso impact Nepali
socictyand cconomy. Iewill be harder to
enterthe United Satesas the doors of

Ciy, andbyand rge il atthe baseof the

Center. Atleasta doen Nepal
“Twin Towers and surroundingatea,and icis
posible thata few may have perished. Mrs
Kamal Karki, who workedinone f the two

Richard Falk,apolinica] scientistat Princeton,

ider. This ma told students Tuesday: “The thinkingsto
e the emogaphy”ofNe York fnd theperpetors and engageinalary

h thatth responseand felchat i

yourcompany, the higheryouare. Andthe | Butthereneeds o bean \mdmmndmgnf

buildings, t hehad taken
Ieave thatday. Sharmila Mahat, whoalso
worked in World Trade Center, arrived late,

and so survived.

.
Aconelevel, there was uncanny resemblancein
the bewilderingactsof teror thatstruck

urcompany,
the further upis youroffce. I ook senior
exccutives up toan hour to un down the ire
escapesatthe World Trade Centres, hoscon

the lower floors were out in minutes.

Shockand gricfisalrcady giving way to anger.

whythiskind of suicidal

undertaken againstour country.”
Asgriefisovertaken by anger, President
George W Bush promiscs o “hunt down” the
perpetratorsand Colin Powellannounces

Fortress America cose furcher. Tourism will
be hureas Americans keep avay, and others
avoid hotspors n Asia. The Thaisarcalready
predictinga 15 percent drop n tourism
carmings forthe rest o the year,and India
will be hit. Nepals ourism, just barely
beginning topick up aficr the royal
massacreand news of poliical instabilty,

will be affected.

Allover the world, the horrific audacity of

. 2
workd tharwillbeahanged plcin the dys

theactof in it the

Kathmanduon 1 Juneand the Exstern Thereaercfrencsto P Harbor, an
Sesbaardon 11 Sptember Thes erthemselves acvar. Butwith
of illin ibleby whom? Thisis thework of  fcelessand
l‘t(.hnu|ogy T Naraganhic it fisenfranchised ity

bl and hopelessthat it combinesall s ingenuity

powe Pray
momﬁﬂofrowln In New‘{ork()iw.and
before stunned viewers: wmldmdc itwas the

andanger intoa meticulously calculated carnage
desgned formasimum csualiesand

abiliyofuicidly

by glob: 'm:dm Thmare zhc
I fiera

guided missilcs.

Unlike carlcr imes, New York City s now
home to thousands of the Nepali diaspora.
Bond ol i d

unilateral America have leftout. Ammmc.m

only tackle global terorism targeted asclfby

on Afghanian,orsugiedskesdoneat
Washingon'sbehescby provics

Within the United States thereisalready
backlushagainst Arab-looking and Musim
communitie. To many untutored Ameicans,
madeignorantofthe world by an insular
medinand education,the distinction bewweena
South Asian and an Arab too s notall that
d. (On the et Ameicn Sk are

others who may jus ly mad, or
inslldwiththe fre o(csmmde that makes
them destroyers and mass murderers of
innocents. South Asia has scen cnough
camage, and Nepal iscfis not the Shangri
Laitwas.

.
Ashok Gurungisadevelopment specialist
whoworksin mid-town Manharian. He
writes: “Wearestill in toal disbelict, While
our unmadme familyand fendsare s we

being more nclusiveand s excusc. on¢

d.) Andlet it

rhc loss and

trect

hamissile | someofthe “wh

uml

loured” N

Andyouwon'tstop these peopl

theimpact w

BPC on the block agal

Atypo has cost a Norwegian-Nepali joint-venture for BPC its

BINOD BHATTARAL . .
tis one more episode in Nepal's privatisation saga: there is
going to be a fourth retender for the handover of Butwal
Power Company, a deal seen by donors and foreign investors

as a bell-weather for Nepal's seriousness about inviting private

business.

“The official reason this time is a typographical error. And
Round Four of the bidding promises to be different from those
before because one of the two rival groups bidding for the
hydropower company, Norway's Interla, has decided it is fed
up with offcial bungling, inepitude and delay.

Finance Minister Ram Sharan Mahat and Minister for Water
Resources Biaya Gachchedar suggested that the money
offered i the last round was not enough and that Interkraft's bid
was faulty. The Privatisation Commitiee met on 10 September
and endorsed the plan, which needs o be officially approved by
the cabinet. Mahat told us: “The bid was disqualified technically
and on financial grounds. A mistake is a mistake and the
committee decided it could not be allowed.”

‘The mistake: in the bond where bidders had to mention the
number of shares about a dozen times, Interkraft slipped up. It
put down R 7,292,932 once and the accurate Rs 6,292,932 in
every other instance. Interkraft Nepal had tendered one joint
bid, the only one to reach the final financial round (BPC's
privatisation saga,” #57). The Norwegians and its Nepali backers
say the govemment has tested its patience enough.

“We discovered the typo in the bid about a week after

5730 million bid.

submittng the
tender and duly
informed the
Privatisation Cell
in writing,” says
Gyanendra
Pradhan,
Interkraft AS's
coordinator in
Nepal. "Verbaly,
officals in the
cell and even top
finance ministry
officals assured
us that it was not
a major mistake.”
The

Privatisation

Committee met

to consider the proposal of Mahat and Gachchedar for re-
tendering on 10 September. On the same day Pradhan and his
group wrote in offeing to review their offr (prce) as circum-
stances had changed since they put in their bid. The same ltter
says the group hoped it would be given an opportunity to
negoliate vith government before the final decision was taken—
as had been done in the past. That did not happen and by late
evening Monday, it was final: there was to be a re-tender.

Interkraft and its Nepali partners suspect there is more to
the BPC privatisation process than meets the eye. For
instance, they say, why was the “mistake” initially ignored and
later used as the reason for disqualification on a technicality?

“We've decided notto re-bid, because now we have begun
1o think they want something we cannot give,” Pradhan told us.
One of his partners added: “They may as well set a floor price
this time s0 those who don't want to pay as much will not waste
time on it."

Interkraft and its partners had offered Rs730 milion for
BPC, cash down. The rival Chaudhary Group, which did not
make it past the technical evaluation, later made it public that it
had offered Rs820 million—70 percent cash, the rest payable
within two years, secured by pledging 50 percent of shares
acquired in the purchase. The Group was said o have been
involved in behind-the-scenes lobbying to prevent Interkaft
from getting BPC.

BPC is now back on the privatisation list, but still ahead of
about 12 other planned divestments. Background work on the 12
has been completed and the privatisation cell for each can be
readied to accept tenders with three months' notice, should the.
‘government recommend it. We asked Douglas Clarke, adviser
1o the Privatisation Cell in the Ministry of Finance, to comment
on the BPC developments. “In my opinion a total re-fender is
unwise,” was all he would say.

The government's privatisation efforts are backed by
Norway and Britain's Department for International Development
(DfID) which has spent £2.6 million on it i the past four years.
Britain's Independent Power Company which sent in a joint bid
with the Chaudhary Group in the previous round was non-
committal this time.

Whatever the outcome of the BPC drama the govenment
will have a lot of explaining to do at negotiations for the next
phase of privatisation support which began last week. [
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CRYING WOLF BEFORE MAQ’S TIGER

While the terrorist attacks on American civilian targets confound the
mind, the Maoist problem back in our Himalayan mid-hills will not go
away. The uncontrolled situation of the past week may be a harbinger
of the days to come, when no one is in charge and citizens are left to
fend for themselves. Certainly, the Maoists are not showing the forbear-
ance for a party that seeks a negotiated solution—mass meetings
calling for uprising, and rejection of the system of government at hand,
radical slogans and all-out extortion, which has let go of all semblance
of propriety. In the middle of all this, the government is nowhere to be
seen, while the Prime Minister is seen everywhere, spending hours at
length at seminars of feminism in South Asia and book launches. The
Royal Palace seems confident it can handle the situation if the country
goes over the brink, but does not seem in any hurry to make the army
respond to the developing situation. Human rights activists of a particu-
lar shade of pale, meanwhile, are mum about Maoist activities, but all-
too-ready to condemn a non-existent government for trying to derail
talks following stray incidents of firings by the army. A national farce is
what they seem to think human rights activism is , and it is doubtful that
they will be around to tackle the human rights situation when it truly
begins to ither under an i monarchy or a
Maoist dictatorship.

Faced with an inactive Deuba, a fire-breathing Prachanda and hold-
your-fire King, the public in parts has taken it upon itself to respond to
the Maoists. It is an escalating trend—villagers in widely separated
regions are reacting against the Maoists cadre at the local level. While
some may see a positive development in this, vigilantism is the proof
of the absence of the state, where societal complaints are tackled
violently and without recourse to the government administration, the
courts, village leadership or community elders. Also, it often tends to
be part of the destabilising endgame in societies, the moment before
everything goes completely out of hand and it is every individual for
himself. This is also the moment when the thugs come out of the
woodwork to take advantage of the situation, goons as

STATE OF THE STATE

An unstable tripod

by CK LAL

The Maoists, the palace and the Indian connection make

for treacherous, confusing realpolrt k

Comrade Badal
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irfa Prasad Koirlalh i
cusedatempestinthe teacup hatis
| Kahmanda highoicy Tthcth

“people’samy’ \XmmMaonsunsmgenu
wentona runpogein Dun, Royal Nepal

whlspenngabounhehnksbemeen IndJa, the

cmagebutdidnor lfa finger, When Holeri

Meanwhile, how s i that the Maoists have not
aracted a critical reference from eicher source
when even stray remarks by senile Nepali
Congress leaders creates fluters within
Nargganhiand the mouhpicesofthe
Mar

Maoists or anti-Maoists. Much more importantly, in Nepal, with its
enormous diversity in population (which the Maoists do not seem to
have understood—see their puritanical edict on alcohol), the reaction
against Maoists can often pit community against community. This is
partly what happened in Parsa, where some people capitalised on the
brewing hill-plains disenchantment (about the citizenship bill, land
reform, extortion of plainsmen by overwhelmingly parbate Maobadi) to
attack the settlement of a

certain community. This kind

of collective pratikar, or violent

reaction, can also ignite

elsewhere in the country

between different communi-

ties. Unless the Maoists

manage to find themselves a

safe landing in mainstream

society, we could, very soon,

be playing with communal

fire.

In the absence of such a
safe landing, chances are
there will be not so much a
Maoist war as a plethora of
actions, by the police, the
army, the Maoists, the public.

National energy will be frittered away on an unprecedented scale. And
it will end, if our audaciously supine, tragically silent parliament and its
members fail to act, with an authoritarian putsch of one kind of another.
When that happens is when we will really need human rights activists.
But will they be there? Not likely. It is easy to be active today, pontificat-
ing against an un-reactive and humiliated government. If there is a
takeover, it will soon be clear what activism means, more than it was in
the Panchayat era or in the intervening years of democracy. That is
when the unsullied members of the Kathmandu intelligentsia will have
to stand up courageously for human rights, press freedom, and the
right to gather and engage openly in politics. Do not expect those who
raise their fists at the Maoists in greeting rather than defiance today to
mediate their safe landing or stand up for a plural society when the
time comes to fight for it.

Perhaps it is time to take away the term ‘human rights activist' from
the many Nepalis who wear this signifier on their lapels. Like ‘environ-
mentalist', another misused term, ‘human rights activists' is what
others call you because of courage shown in the face of personal
harm. It is not a name you unilaterally commandeer for your use, or
simply to register an NGO that will work for—take your pick—child
rights, women's rights, refugee rights, prisoner rights. ‘Human rights
activist' is a term you have to earn.

When things start to go down, the real human rights activists will
arise. As for the rest, if they cry wolf too often they might not recognise
the authoritarian tiger at the door.
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Perhapsall this hairspliting s quite
unnecessay. When the two mostimportant
poliicosofthe country—the chairperson of
the ruling party and the chiefof the main
opposioninprament—agreconas

ccapitalscstablis ing, alledthe palace'isa imporantan fehe threat
Youdon'thavetobeaJamesBondto  differentketdl offish altogether. Backin d democracy—and the
figure out that the Maoistinsurgency depends 1981, BP Koirak ated he diff possible role of the palace and Indiain that
onmpplv]mesﬁomln(hz_]arhcncpomdlar between theinstitution of kingship and the her proofmay besaid tobe
Co handa had travelled o London  palaceestablishmentin an interview o the nmded(ammde'\/ladha»l(umar\!epa]and

onan ndian pasporreaintnconfimed,
butthe factthat he holds courein Siliguri has
been verified by a bevy oflefitleaders who
ravelled o the Chicken Neck foran audience
with him jusea fewweeksago. Certainly,the
Maoistshave bases and sfe housessouth of
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anorganised insurgency entirely
onits own, withoutso much as
moral support from the Royal
Nepal Army.
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Bhattaraithacthe Royal Nepal
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Birendra cut theprime minister of
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boosted themoraleof he ikes of
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Consitutionof the Kingdom of
Nepal 1990. It might have hada
lotwanting buticis the kind of
society o lead usinto the furure.
Letlndiaunderstand the need to
proactively support Nepal
democracy, and letthe palace
know thatin pandering o the
Maoist it plays witha e that
willengulfiself

o

WASHINGTON — Tuesday’s devastating
and astonishingly well-coordinated
attacks on the World Trade Center
towers in New York and on the Pentagon
outside of Washington plunged the
nation into a warlike struggle against

an enemy that will be hard to identify
with certainy and hard to punish

with precision.

“The whole nation—to a degree the
whole world—shook as hijacked airliners
plunged inco buildings that symbolise the
financial and milicary might of the United
States. The sense of security and self-
confidence that Americans take as their
birthright suffered a grievous blow.
Recovery will be slow and the aftershocks
will be nearly as bad, as hundreds and
possibly thousands of people discover
that friends or relatives died awful,
fiery deaths.

‘As Washingron struggled to regain a
sense of equilibrium, with warplanes and
heavily armed helicopers crossing
overhead, present and past national
secutity officials debated the possibility
of a Congressional declaration of war—
but against whom, and in what exact
circumstances? Warships were
manoeuving to protect New York and
Washington. The North American Air
Defense Command, which had scemed to
many a relic of the cold war, adopted a
posture of heightened alert and suddenly
seemed relevant.

At the height of the Cuban missile
crisis, when the sense of danger was just
as palpable, John F Kennedy stayed in
Washington, but President Bush only
flew back to Washington Tuesday night,
escorted by F-15 and F-16 fighters.
Leaders of both parties closed ranks
behind him and in a bricf, carnest
celevised specch, he said the day had
taken “thousands of lives” and generated
“a quiet, unyielding anger” in the nation.
He promised that those who harboured
terrorists would be treated as harshly as
the terrorists themselves.

by RW APPLE JR

Fighting an invisible enemy

For Bush the atacks constituted a
threat and an opportunity. A minority
president justa few months into his term,
and derided by many s intellectually
inadequate, he s likely to be judged in
the months ahead on whether he can take
command. Will he prove to bea Jimmy
Carter, whose presidency was poisoned
by his inability to resolve the Iranian
hostage crisis? Or will he enhance his
reputation, as Ronald Reagan did after
the explosion of the space shutle
Challenger and as Bill Clinon did after
the Oklahoma City bombing?

Samuel Popkin, a policical scientist at
the University of California at San Diego,
who worked in the presidential campaign
of Al Gore, said: “Many Americans have
come to consider politics irrelevant in
recent years. Now politicians matter
again, and the president, in his role as

in chicf, b focal

&

A bomber and a helicopter survey the seat of the US military

J

Dazed tourists walk past the billowing smoke from the Penta-
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President Bush alone must decide how to retaliate and
against whom, and he will be operating in a murky area.

hisorganisation or some other foreign
terrorist group was responsible, devising
an response will present

point.” In a statement made at an air
base in Louisiana, Bush said that “the
resolve of our great nation is being
tested” and pledged to meet . Arizona’s
Senator John McCain, Bush’s sometime
Republican rival, said he was confident
the culprits would be caught and severely
punished and that the president would
ensure something like this will never
happen again.” These comments et the
bar perhaps too high.

"The public will rse to the challenge;
many in the buildings hit reacted with
almost supernatural calm. But Bush alone
must decide how to retaliate and against
whom, and he will be operating in a
murky area. “We're better than we used
to be at monitoring terrorist activitics,
but today makes it obvious we are not
nearly good enough,” a senior intelligence
official conceded. Preventing another
attack will be very difficult and while
identifying malefactors afeer an attack is
relatively casier, experts caution against
assuming, for example, that the attacks
were the handiwork of Osama bin Laden.

Evenif Washington concludes that

complications. For one, bombs and
rockets tend o kill the innocent and the
guilty. Some strategsts suggest that Bush
might mount a ground attack on bin
Laden’s headquarters, believed to be
somewhere in Afghanistan, much as
Woodrow Wilson sent American troops
into Mexico before World War I to
capture Pancho Villa dead or alive. But
they did not get him. And Afghanistan
has proved resistant, throughout its
history, to foreign forces trying to
operate there.

Ifthe US develops solid evidence
that any country aided the perpetrators
of the attacks, said Richard C.
Holbrooke, ambassador to the UN under
the Clinton administration, a declaration
of war against that country might be
appropriate and retaliation should
certainly be undertaken. Another
consideration s the attitude of the
Middle Eastern ol states to any
retaliatory attack by the US, which
remains uncertain. Many Americans,
particularly those old enough to
remember 7 December, 1941, compared

vents to the Japanese attack on
Pearl Harbor. This was Pearl Harbor
redux without the face of an enemy. In
this anomalous situacion, Bush is likely

to avail himselffully of the knowledge,
experience and prestige of his secretary of
state, retired Gen Colin Powell. The
president “needs Colin like he's never
needed him before,”an administration
official said.

Tt appears possible that the attacks
will undercut Bush’s campaign for a
missile defence shicld by suggesting that
such a shield would concentrate
American resources on sceking protection
against the wrong kind of threat. People
who wish the US ill “don’t need missiles
to do this country harm,” Professor
Popkin argucd, “and we saw that clearly
this morning.” Or, the attacks might
persuade the American public that
everything possible should be done to
protect the nation. Tt will be up to Bush
to make that case. Ifhe makes it well it
will be harder for the Democrats to
mounta partisan assault on his plan.

Tewill be up to him as well, perhaps
even more important, to keep the
country from enteringa kind of psychic
bomb sheler, reluctant to make

decisions, take chances, even to fly from
one ity to another. One of the most
important contribuions to Londoners’
morale during the Battle of Britain was
made by King George VI, who calmly
toured the city despite the blicz.

Inevitably, the attacks will make
daily life in the US complicated.
Security will be tightened and airport
checks will be stricter. It will be harder
to get about. At past moments of
national tension, like the Cold War,
civil liberties have come under pressure.
Senator Joseph R Biden, a Democrat,
warned that “if we alter our basic
freedoms, our civil liberties, change the
way we function as a democratic society,
then we will have lost the war before it
has begun in carnest.”

And what of the nation’s economy, the
main preoccupation of much of the nation?
Although the stock market remained
closed Tuesday, Karen P Hughes, Bush’s
counsellor, wasat pains to state that the
rest of the economic system functioned
normally. Buritwas by no definitiona
normal day, and sooner or later ts hellish
eventsare bound to affect the economy in
some way—probably not for the better. [
(New York Times)

CKLAL

CK Lal's “The power of one”
(#58) is poor analysis spiced up
with convoluted thinking and
double entendre. In his remarks
on the 1816 Treaty of Sugauli Lal
does injustice to Amar Sen
Thapa, Bhim Sen Thapa, and
Damodar Pande, among many
others, who did not need Shah
kings to tell them what was in the
Nepali interest. Lal also suggests
the threat of a re-assertive
monarchy makes the resumption
of conflict more menacing than
even a breakdown of
government-Maoist talks.
Perhaps the perception of this
“threat” might just help the
Maoists focus on making the talks
successful. Further, it is silly and

malevolent to suggest that King
Gyanendra's accession to the
throne “has not been in the normal
course of male primogeniture.”
Primogeniture orders succession
to the throne, without restricting it
to the first born. And finally, Lal's
understanding of the constitution
and constitutional monarchy is
alsoincomplete. The king s ‘to
preserve and protect the
Constitution by keeping in view
the best interests and welfare of
the people of Nepal” (Article 27.2
of the Constitution). There should
be no doubt where the residual
power of the state lies in times of
political breakdown.

for Nepalis.

Mithun Jung
Naxal, Kathmandu

CK Lal's “Chicken
neck” (#57) is
sensational. He has
aptly pointed out our
drawbacks. It is
because of our inability
to retain talent and
intellect from fleeing
our country, and our
contempt of
government service
that we are facing a
severe shortage of
human resources.

I look forward to Fridays when |
can read the new contents of
Nepali Times on your Internet
edition. CK Lal's “Tunak Tunak...”
(#56) was wow... finally there is
light at the end of the tunnel. Read
this and get enlightened. Mr Lal
has put in words what | have felt
all along about every incident
concerning India always bringing
abacklash of anti-India slogans.
We have no one to blame but
ourselves for every trade treaty
that has “suckers” written all over
it. You know why? Because we
elected these fools. Patriotism is
fine and dandy but if you really
wantto send a statement, level

Regarding the comments made by
an Indian diplomat, let me just say
that during the four years | studied
in India | came across this attitude
often: “We Indians are doing you
Nepalis a favour by recruiting your
soldiers in our army.” But can you
blame them if we work there as
chowkidars and domestics? And
whose purpose do Gorkhas in the
Indian Army serve? We have to
find more honourable alternatives

VIOLENCE

Robin Tuladhar
Kathmandu

the playing field. Empowerment
comes from within when you take
steps to better yourself so others
take note. No one will treat us
with respect unless we treat
ourselves with respect first.
Kanchan Adhikary

Reading Dr Aruna Uprety's
description of her brave work in
western Nepal, (‘Women are
dying in the far-west," #52) | am
frustrated. How could humankind
feel such self-hatred as to
despise the womb, the origin of
our own continuity? Where would
all the violence of this world be
without such hatred? How such
self- loathing came to
masquerade as the fickle wisdom
of religion is perhaps the greatest
spiritual mystery of them all. And
itis not just the religions of far-
western Nepal that are party to
such farces. Gloria Steinem says
progressives have to stop
worrying about “being called
biased or godless for opposing
politics that are disguised as
religion.” Dr Uprety is in the
graces of any self-respecting
worshipper of the dignity of all

forms of life.

between Kathmandu and

inNepal.

WHODUNIT

Lozang Sherpa
Via email

Speaking of violence against
women, (“Silent state violence,”
#55), what about the sexual
advances made on women who
USA | travel by night buses? | speak from
my experiences when travelling

Kakarvitta. Once when | was
repeatedly harassed by a drunk
man, no Nepali brother came
forward to help me. The Indian
businessman who switched seats
with me was a godsend. | know |
am not alone—this has happened
to every woman | have spoken to.
Years later, | still hate thinking
about those incidents. This is how
women are respected and helped

Usha Tamang
Via email

In “Naranyanhiti whodunit. Who
cares?” (#58) Kanak Dixit sounds
preachy in his attack against the
press and intellectuals. He fails to
point out that it is the palace and
the government that continues to
fail the people. Mr Dixitignores a
long history of the palace’s own

secretive ways and corruption
within, its extra-constitutional
nexus with the army, its dirty
intrigues. What about Kot Parba.
and Bhandarkhal Parba, or the
sad end of Bhimsen Thapa? The
palace failed to maintain
transparency through
undoubtedly the messiest
episode in modern-day Nepal.
Some of this can be attributed to
shock, given the scale of tragedy.
But it is never too late to rectify
mistakes. Let me add that Nepali
Times has often hurried to paint
the palace in a positive light. That
is partly understandable, given
the volatile political situation, but it
isasimportant to tell the other
side of the story.
Akhilesh Upadhyay
New York University

TALE-BAN.COM
Daniel Lak's “Tale-Ban.com” (#58)
Was an eye-opener, but perhaps
biased. Afghanistan may have
entered the Dark Ages, but that
might be because they were
contemptuous of people who
came with bread in one hand and
aBiblein another.

Dino Shrestha

Via email
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ard labour

Young Nepalis seeking jobs overseas are cheated at every
stage of the employment procedure. And once they are
abroad, in debt and unsure of their rights, they work in
some pretty appallmg condmons.

Khabarpatrikalast year estimated loymentis highestinthe he eni involvedin
that remittances fomabroad earn | most pmducuve 15-33agegoup scekmg andscauringajob none
Nepalabout R 75 billion annu- Young isstarted.
ally—more than tourism, forcign | young men—are bing pushed © Apphrann vantthemoney
aidand exports put together. the edge. Despite p desperately,and

However, therc is no data availab mc.demsoff dand deception by rhcmformalsec[orwlllglvcl[[u
about how this s splitup between | agents,th helming} 60 percent per

the different kinds of workers or
how much of it taken as ‘commis-
sion’ by theagents. Most impor-
tantly,there is no data on the
actual number of Nepali workers
abroad. Thelzbour d

wsing family property o try their
luck. Theiineptitude in the
Departmentof Labour,ineffcient
Department of Labc !

annum. And, since the supply of

workerss contracted and sub-

contracted in so many lyers, from
s to Nendli

workers rights, and double-dealing
|

under the Ministry of Labour and
Transportation Management,is
supposcd to monitor the foreign
employment sector, butofficials
could not even tel us how much an
aspiring worker paysan employ-
mentagency forplacemen.

maximise therisks. Unskilled
workers who want togo to Persan

Gulf countries and south-east Asian
Malaysi.

tosmalleragencies o individual
brokersin the countryside, a
worker could end up paying double
theactual costof the proces. At
cverylayer, theagenciesadd ona
for themselves.

the most.
Sociologist Ganesh Gurung
conducted astudy sty which

found thar

Given he widepread un-and

Iy disadh {

h itisnot
surprisingthatpeoplevant o g0

gen:rallyhc.;dml’crsian(;ui'f :

Formerlabour scretary Damaru
Ballay Bhattarai, who wenton a
study tour lastyear to the Persian
Gulf, estimates that fora job which
should cost Rs 50,000 to organise,
agulible, helpless and desperate

. abroad.

around 300,000 new peopleon the

job market every year, and onlya

scant 10 percent can be accommo-
dated in the formal sector. Data for
the Ninth Plan says that while

NEPAL TRAVEL TRADE REPORTER

on the socio-cconomic conditions
of heir familis, their educational
status, access to information,

existing support networks and the

countries for empl followed | workerends up paying Rs 80,000-
and on the lookout for white-collar | by south-cast Asian countries like | 90,000,
jobs, but the job creation potendial | Malaysia. Such workers'decisionto | This makes for manysad
is negligiblein thissector. Thereare | scck employmentin particular individualsories, but s also
countries usually tends o depend | damaging the social fabric of his

country. Saya hilllad takes ona
loan of Rs 80,000 at 60 percent
interese fom his village money-
lender o pay an agent tosecurea

E” | unemploymentisacfive percent, country’s proximity to Nepal. three-year job assignmentin
.‘._ underemployment stands ata Those with more well-off back- Malaysia. Even ifhe saves substan-
| e e whopping 47 pacen. The Pianbas | rounds o e fhafild, |l dhroughha period besil
HEMLATA RAI | “With my academic family’s field before being elected o | otheral oJapan, Koreaand the West. loses. Ifoncis to the believe
chha[iyaVDC'sWa.rdEigh[ quilifcaions Lileverbeable | thewardoffc m:nushlghes[m[heliZiag: ing forcign cmploy- | newspaperad; aliterate
in Parbat has nobody to getajob that pay hto h in mentcanbecheaed wice —within. | Nepaliworkeevithoutan previous
represencitacthe Village | sustain my family. Otherwise, who d]efnrmofr:m(mnofsfmm T}\eNepallAbuurF dwhen they reach knowledge, can geta
Development Comittee, The would think about goingabroad,” | cit broad, butthere | 1 houschold work thcudcmnxuon Thedeception | job n Malaysia that pays RM 475
ward presidentand vice president | said Chhatra Bahadur Pun, vice arcalso thousands of Nepalis like fecching water and coll i asa person indicates | (NRs9,500) per month, of which
bothworkabroad. In recentycars | president of Ward Eight,ashewas | cheated of their inheritanceand firewood under the purview of hisinterestin foreign RM 100 will be deducted in tax. If
Chhatiya, like moscother partsof | waiting to board a plane for land-holdings,lured by the pospect | “work; which brings heoverall Thevillge moncylnderisofien | this workerliveson the brcst
Nepl haswinesedan exodusof | Mlaysia Punhasllyearsof of empl overseas. An downtotwo the frst o benefit, minimum,
able-bodied men. heworked his | i ion by Himal percent. And yet even in thissurvey, | agencies require applicantstopay | adayand bunking with five other

HERE AND THERE

Bordera

Bangkok. The town wasan island of relative prosperity in the poorest

parcof Thailand and the unfathomable poverty of Laos. At night, you

NEPALGAN.:In this border town, huddled alonga road and an invisble
fine through lush green paddy fields and stands ofsal and flame ofthe forest
trees, | feel more at home than in many other parts of the subcontinen.
“Thisisa fecling that has nothing to do with aesthetics, good restaurants or
nightlife. But it has everything to do with the presence of the border. Now
before ultra nationalistsleap to conclusions (a-ha, told you he was soft on
Indio), letmesayiis heborderislfchatintrigucs and pleses e, he
terrain around it, and the peopl
Neplgan may noebeprty buti’s ullof e and dynamism,
here, and lost. Ever
popping up, and the Muslim property deale of merchant who builds them
hasa palatialsprawling horne, well within range ofthe azaan. Aficionados
of Newari architecture, and I am one, willfind ltde to please them in the
style of construction. Iis largely of a type known in Delh as Punjabi
Baroque, balconies and bedrooms galore, crenclated wallsand terraces,
suburban sprawl atits finest. Bu what | admite is the border-driven energy

On the frontier, hearts and minds are
different from those in the hinterlands
in either direction.

NongKhai, Thailand,
on the Mckong River,
you boarded a ickety
wooden boat, and
balancing luggage on
yourkneesasthe long-
tailed engine churned
across to Laos. Behind
you, aclassic frontier
townlipped nto the

'ho make their

could hear the splashes of llegal boat

by DANIEL LAK

|

tsand swimmers, braving the

currentsand the cops fora taste of prosperity.
Between Singaporcand the old pirate capital of Tanjung Pinang in
Indonesia, an ultra modern hydrofol takes from the consumerist

paradisc ofthe Lion City to genteel and picturesque decline. Buccancer-
ingisn'twhat it used t be, butsmuggling hopeful workers o Singapore
isn'tabad substitte. Is ough businessand unly(h:suungsurwv:
wavel t

gtto Tanjung Pinang, Usaallythey Fa o relise cvena slver ofthie
dreams. Bu the first gimpse of the frontier, on land or water, fills them
with unrealistic hope so they carry one.

Anyonewho tavels, by necessityor for fun, willll you that borders
areastate of mind, notlines drawn by colonial pens or bureaucrars at
negortiating ables. Nepal's border region with India s such a place. It

that generated the wealth behind the construction. mist.NongKhaiwas  isn't true to say, as the Western guidebooks do, that places like
Tvebeen drawn to frontier areas for s long s I can remember. A till thehavenofdeams  Nepalganjae“more Indian” or “les Nepali” Whatheyareis he
distinctimpression from childhood i the delicious trepidation of crossing for Laotiansand their  frontier wh from those n the
from Canada to the United States and making much of the differences from ethniccousinsonthe  hinterlands i cither direction, where peopleare tougher, less law-
oneside to the next. Canada has parlayed its proximity with the world’s i Thronged - abiding.ofen riedlerand sally weildir. Thosewhoadhocs in
gma[memnomymmap(e[tysucce&ﬁdpm]m Ca]lu,lf)oullkc border with beer bars, Delhi and Kathmandu, re-imposingtight retrictions on the border
brothels, dodgy =l\nuldbea.|a]l ihismind. Open fmnncrs bother officialdom but
nﬂghbour,bu(kcepd‘negoods ervicesand ouriss lowingand businesses based 5 lth; closed Jers. Ask the Indiansand
cverythingsall right. Jingand people  the Pakistanis how successful they have been on keeping their fronticr
oin since, Ive gone to the borderlands, evenif selling ever more shunoreimrism,spyingcomrabandnnddividedﬁmi]ies.()nlyrhc

didn’chave to, to marvel and wonder. Some favourites spring to mind. At ambitious dreams in

latter lose out.

workers in one room, he will be
able to save about Rs 5,000 a
month. Which b d:

committed suicide. In Jan

uary
2001 alone the bodies of 14 dead

works for 16 months to return the
principal, Rs 80,000, by which time
his deb, with the interest, will have
dlimbed to Rs 144,000

Although the government
recognises that foreign employment
isa strategy to address national
poverty, the poor do not benefic
from the few opporunities
prescnted o Nepalis Astudy

flown to
Kathmandu.

The governmen promises o

Pakistan and India, which used to
be the main sources of cheap,
foreignlabour, do notsend
workers there anymore, Nepal has

become the newresouree, Nl
) )
©

agency, butalso violates the 1985
Foreign Employment Act (FEA)
tha prohibits workers from
going—or being sent—abroad for
under $125 per month, The FEAis
violated at every stage in such
employment processes.

Fraud in foreign employment
flourished in the 15 years between
1985 and 1999, because the FEA
was not supported by a strong
regulation. Before the Foreign
Employment Regulation was
enacted in 1999, the Act operated
on the basis of policy direction,
notifications and oral orders from
the Department of Labour, all of
which created confusion and
ambiguities. The Regulation has
strict provisions that allow the
government o conduct investiga-
Gonsinto and even disquali
agencies that violate the law, the
problem s il in the implementa-
tionsside.

Binod Kumar Bhattarai,
member-secretary of the Employ-
‘ment Promotion Commission, says

secure option| fonhe poor.In pmﬁrs andxupplymgwmk:rs © | heknowswhythis mppms “The
1998, then iija poliical

Prasad Koirala said he would Andtheydonot | culpritsand i 1

appoint labour attachés in stopatanything. There have been labour officials hampm the
countries with over 5,000 Nepali | anumber ofincidents in which ,mpkmmmmn mm, " hesays. In
workers, to look after their unskilled Nepali work Nep lmml

interests This never ma[erialisad.

Lahachok VDCin
Kaskiin 1999 by Jaganah Adhikari,a
Pokhara-based rescarcher, found that
the poorest 40 percentof the village
could not possibly benefi from forcign
employmentbecause they could not
raise Rs 60,000, the minimum cash it
ook o geta forcign job.
“The other trap—the bigger
one—forworkers abroad i the
difference between what the
employmentagencies promiseand
the actual work conditions they arc
faced with. Worried and depressed

opportunities isa ma|or compo-
nentof Nepal's cconomic:
diplomacy, but proposals like
Koirala’s have always come to
naught. A proposed labour
agreement with Qatar has been
under discussion since 1998, but
no substantial progressed has been
made. The 1998/99 budget specch
proposed that 200 Nepalis each
from the 205 electoral constituen-
cies would be employed overseas
agency. In

by the prospect oflosing their
investmentand the loss o face,
theseyouths often work n inhuman
conditions, just to be able o return
havingatleast broken even.
Pethaps because ofthis, the death

e Gulfis shocki

chbcr 1999, the government
announced that it would establish
a forcign employment bank' to
provide credit to overseasjob
seckers. Neither of these promises
has materialised.

o the Gulfunder demand leters
forskilled or semi-skilled workers
received through legitimate
channels. Once there, these:
workers, unsure of theirlegal
position and rights, canno refuse
the work that s asked of them,
Damaru Bl Bh fi

issue. MPs timeand agﬂm confcss
openly that they are undergreat
pressure to provide employment to
their constituents. So, as the
foreign employment sector has
grown, many ofthese ‘representa-

tuesof the people goinvolidin

this: “

bought
i

the Gulfis goingon undnd(ed
Nepalisare being lured into
savery.”

Hari Bahadur Sunuwar, who
cannot read English, sid his agent
promised that that his monthly
salary would be RM 475 for work
ataconstruction site in Malaysia,
but the paper he was handed
before he checked in for his flight
atthe Tribhuvan International
Alrport syslarly thathe il be

Mal: of

rate among the Nepali workersin Afierth inthe | paid th

ly high. The Gulfallowed individ his $3 perd b Rsé,()()()a
Bhattaraireporc says thatin three | foreign workers two yearsago, the | monthif he works for 26 days.
years between 1997-2000, 400 demand in these countries for Sunuwar’s case s notonly a
hundred young Nepalisin these | unskilled workers has isen breach of the understanding
countries died in accidents or sharply. Since Bangladesh, beaween him and hisemployment

during the elections. In the
still-confused humaucmcy of the
agencies meant o guard the
interests of workers abroad—the.
Ministry of Labour and Transport
Managementand the Department
of Labour—the conflict of interest
isopen. The present labour
minister, Palten Gurung, has a
brother, Tek Bahadur Gurung,
who runs an employment agency
called Himalayan Manpower
Agency. The under-secretary for
labour, Dev Ratna Tamrakar, is
himself one of the main accused
inafraud scandal involving
Samjhana Overseas Services last
year, where 228 people say they
were cheated. [

Budhathoki murder

Police are looking for a member of the Bhutan Revolutionary Free
Students' Force, a youth organisation that has claimed responsibility
for the killing of RK Budhathoki, a prominent leader of the Bhutanese
refugees in exile in Nepal.

Budhathoki, the first president of the Bhutan Peoples Party (BPP)
was hacked to death in Damak, Jhapa on Sunday. He succumbed to
serious neck injuries from a khukuri and died at Amda hospital in
Damak. Budhathoki was attacked by about half-a-dozen young men at
the BPP's youth wing office where he was attending a meeting. Police
have arrested three people who were at that meeting and are on the
look out for six other suspects who are absconding.

Budhathoki, who is survived by his wife and three children, left
Bhutan in 1989 and settled down in Birtamod, Jhapa from where he
continued to raise his voice for democracy in Bhutan. He was among
those refugee leaders credited with lobbying for raising awareness
about the plight of nearly 100,000 Bhutanese refugees living in seven
camps in Nepal.

“Though, we've lost an important member of the movement, we will
not end our struggle,” says SB Subba, president of the Bhutan
Refugees Repatriation Representative Committee. “There's a certain
amount of insecurity prevailing at the moment, but the situation in the

camps is peaceful.” h_

Fr Charles Law SJ
Fr Charles A Law, Jesuit educator, noted poet

22 September 1931—9 September 2001

and social worker, passed away last Sunday | -
evening. Fr Law came to Nepal in 1958, when

he worked briefly at the newly-established St
Xavier's School in Godavari, before heading to
Kurseong in India to study theology. After his
ordination to Catholic priesthood in 1964, he
returned to Nepal to teach at St Xavier's School, Jawalakhel where he
was the mainstay of the science program for nearly 25 years.
Although he spent the most time in Kathmandu, Fr Law was passion-
ately interested in rural Nepal. He spent six months at a school in
Dolakha and four years teaching science in a high school in Parbat
district. Fr Law was instrumental in founding St Xavier's College and
was principal of its Intermediate in Science program. Under his
initiative, the first bachelor's degree programme in social work was
started in August 1996, and he was head of that department until he
was named superior of the Jesuit Training Centre in Kupondole until a
few months ago. Fr Law was also a noted poet and his work in
English written in Nepal reflects his deep commitment to justice and his
concern for the poor and the disadvantaged.

Expect the worst

Here's something to worry abuul A repurl by lhe Japan Intemallona\
Co-operative Agency (JICA) says F=

over 20 percent houses in o
Kathmandu Valley will be destroyed
if an earthquake of the same
intensity—8.4 on the Richter
scale—as that in 1934, hits the
region again. JICA prepared the
report at the request of the Home
Mmls(ry which wanted to assess possmle damage (o prepare ways
to minimise the impact. The final report is due next year. According to
JICA's early findings about 54,025 houses will be completely damaged
and another 74,927 of the total 2.56 million houses in the Valley will be
slightly affected. It also predicts that Bhaktapur will suffer the heaviest
damage and could lose 27 percent of its buildings. Kathmandu and
Lalitpur are predicted to lose 20 percent each. Damage of that scale
could leave over 17,000 dead and over 50,000 seriously injured. And
after the quake will come disease, which could prove even deadlier.

Power thieves

Nepal Electricity Authority (NEA) is in a fix. It hasn't been able to
collect dues amounting to Rs 2 billion. And it is not people like you and
us that are not paying their bills. The defaulters are the government
and local government institutions who owe NEA almost all of that
money, the private sector and individual subscribers owe the rest.
Government corporations owe the NEA about Rs 220 million and the
home ministry alone owes the utility some Rs 40 million. Itis a Catch-22
situation for NEA officials: donors say there will be no money until the
authority can prove that its bills are paid, and the largest defaulter of
them allis the government, which has to approve all NEA loans.

Baly steps

Flnally chlldren me (he carpe( mdustry have a chance lO go to
school—thanks to a committee of carpet industry owners, labourers
and the Central Carpet Industries Association (CCIA). So far 1,279
children between the ages of two and five have benefited from eight
non-formal education centres managed by the committee with support
from GTZ (the German technical co-operation agency). Of the children
enrolled at these centres, about 400 have gone on to local public and
private schools. Set up between 1999 and 2000, the eight centres in
Kathmandu, Sindhupalchowk, Kirtipur and Doti Valley aim to provide
children of weavers a right environment for early childhood develop-
mentand ensure they don't enter the labour market too early.




HIMALAYAN CLIMBER

6 NATION

I will be quiet at Everest
Basc Camp this fall. For
the first time in nearly two

decades there s no autumn
expedition from the south side on
the world’s highest mountain.

So s the lure of Everest
fading?

“Idon’t think so,” says
Ganesh Raj Karki, undersecretary
at the trekking and
mountainceringsection of the
Ministry of Culture, Tourism and
Jivil Aviation. “I thinka lot of
teamsare saving their funds and
energies for 2003, the 50"
anniversary of the first summit
of Everest.”

Karki does, however, ac-
knowledge that all around this is
one of the lowest climbing
seasons he has seen in a long
time. The Tourism Department
has permitted 22 expeditions to
climb 15 mountains around the
country, about one-third the
number that usually comes to
scale Nepal's peaks from 1
September through 15 November.

But Karki remains optimistic.
“We expect the number to
increase to 45 by the end of the
season,” he says. But even that
number falls short of the average
60-65 expeditions that climb in

the Nepali Himalaya every fall,

Despite the fact that springis
the popularscason for Everest, s
large fedl

spring this year, in contrast, it
organised 24 expeditions to Tibet
and 11 expediions in Nepal.

have often cited

he chances of negotiating the
weacherous Khumbu Ice Fall and
reaching the summit with the aid
of ropesfixed by climbing Sherpas
are better, trekking professionals
feel the decrease in the overall
number of expeditions is a cause
for concern. “Ifthe trend contin-
ues the next season, the Ministry
should seriously rechink its
mountaincering policies,” says
Ang Tshering Sherpa, chariman
and managing director of Asian
Trekking, one of Nepal' fore-
most trekking and expedition
companies.

Sherpa’s concern isjustifiable.
Asof this week, there are 20
expeditions climbing Cho Oyu via
Tiber, with a few more likely to
go0. “That's the total number of
expeditions climbing in Nepal,”
says Sherpa, whose company is
the general sales agent for the
China Tibet Mountaineering
Association. This fall Asian
Trekking s organising two of the
four expeditions to Everes, six
expeditions to Cho Oyu, and
three to Xixapangma—all via
Tibet. In Nepal, itis organising
just one expedition to Pumori. In

steeper climbing royalties,
burcaucratic hassles, paper chascs
around the finance, tourism, and
communication ministries, and
the problem of too many liison
officers as reasons that discourage
teams from climbing border peaks
via Nepal. “We've repeatedly
stressed the need fora one-
window policy to deal with all the
paper work for customs, immigra-
tion, communications, finances,”
says Sherpa.

Nepal has the longest
experience in expedition
operation in the Himalaya, dating
back to 1949. The last major
push to rationalise
mountaincering activities was in
1978, when peaks were opened in
different seasons to accommodate
more expeditions on particularly
popular mountains, unclimbed
peaks were reserved for srictly
Nepali or joint expeditions, and
18 peaks were designated
“trekking peaks” to support the
activities of the Nepal Mountain-
cering Association (NMA)
activities.

Since then there has been
nothing except a stecp hike in
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South-west face of Everest.
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1996 in the royalty charged by
HMG to climb Everest. “While
the cost of expeditions in Tibet
and Nepal add up to about the
same for other mountains, there’s
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Mountaineering expeditions are
on a downtum, and not only

because of political instabi

ministry say they are trying, “The
regulations have been reviewed
and should be out soon,” says
Karki “They focus on the welfare
of climbing staff from porters to
high-alcitude Sherpas, and ensure
that teams have to endure less red
tape. They also address the
concept of climbing season,” he
explains.

When the Destination Nepal
2002-2003 Campaign will
coincide with the 50° anniversary
of the ascent of Everest and two
Internacional Years—of the
Mountain and of Eco-tourism, it
would be an ideal time to open
up new peaks and destinations

‘The Ministry of Culture,
Tourism and Civil Aviation is
trying to convince the Home and
Defence ministries to abandon
their three-decade-old policy and
open prohibited areas on Nepal's
northern border and also some 60
new peaks. Afier the Sino-Indian
war in 1962, Nepal closed her

. [
- Jﬂtﬂ-. |1ll“-'-\_

northern borders as  scurity
precaution. China on the other
hand, opened its borders in the
carly 70s and wentallout to
draw d climbers

Everest and madea traverse of the
Tibetan flank and P2 (6,251 m)
in the Manaslu region was
climbed for the first by the
Ukranian team that made the firse
ascent of Manaslu’s South East
Face. This autumn, asix-member
Japanese expedition will be
attempring Hungehi (7,036 m) in
Solukhumbu, while a Bricish duo
will try the norch face of
Tengkangpoche (6,500 m), a
much sought-after peak, The
peaks opened this year are justa
fraction of the list of over 60
peaks the department has
submitted to the Home and
Defence Ministries for perusal. OF
the 160 peaks open for climbing,
140 are over 6,000 m. This means
that just over 10 percent of the
1,314 pcaks over 6,000 m are
open to climbers.

Gurungs quick to point out
that the peaks selected are
concentrated in the cast and
middle region of the country,

Climbersac Everest Base Camp.

areas that already benefit from
wekking and tourism, unlike the
relatively unexplored west. This
high dispariy inthe numbersof
by area and by peaks

avast difference in the case of
Everest,” says Sherpa. An Everest
expedition via Tibet, including
royalty, can be organiscd for
$70,000, which is what a seven-
member expedition via Nepal
pays in royalties alone.

Climbers are lso exploring
otherareas in the region, mainly
Pakistan, where a number of
unclimbed peaks offer new
challenges. Apart from havinga
fair share of eight thousanders,
since Pakistan is  late starcer,
expeditions are cheaper there. It
is also closer to Europe and the
US, from where many climbers
come from. “But even many
Japanese, avid climbers, are
looking at Pakistan,” says Tashi
Jangbu Sherpa president of the
NMA.

While this year's political
turmoil may be why some teams
cancelled or postponed, most
expedition leaders and climbers
we spoke with say Nepal needs to
spruce up its act. Officials a the

to the region by adoptinga
liberal tourism policy and setting
up tourism infiastructure.

Dr Harka Gurung, geogra-
pherand former tourism minis-
ter, has been saying for the last
decade that Nepal needs to open
prohibited arcas and promote
unexplored peaks. Based on
recommendations made by the
Central Department of Geogra-
phy and approved by the Home
Ministry and the Defence
Ministry, the mountincering
section of the tourism
department opened nine new
peaks in spring this year. But,
says Gurang, “opening up new
peaks is nota deliberate policy
of the ministry, itis more a
response to external pressure, the
demands of the international
dlimbingand trekking
community.”

Lhotse Middle (8,413 m) in
Solukhumbu was climbed that
Very season by a Russian team
that went up to the South Col of

leads to overcrowdingin some

places. None of the 18 trekking
peaksapcrated by che Nepal
Mountaineering Association are
in the western region. To
dectease the regional disparity,
Gurung suggests that sctting,
higher royalties for crowded
peaks and for the high scason
andless for distant peaks and
low season willlead to regional
dispersal and seasonal diffusion
of climbing activities.

In the past two decades,
over 2,000 mountaineering
expeditions visited Nepal -
nearly 60 percent of them came
in the autumn. Forty-cight
teams visited in 1979, and
twenty years later this had gone
up to 141. Royalties had also
increased almost forty-fold.
Many say thac at least 50
percent of the revenue generated
from mountainceringand
dimbing activtiesshould be
given back to these mountain
Communtics.

23.2 mi

The early results of the 2001 census: our
population i Is growmg and moving.
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fier comphaining for years about how

corruption has struck deep rootsin

the country, Nepalis have suddenly
realised how they are contributing to the
rot. A recent study by team of local and
forcign experts found that 42 percent of
Nepalis who deviate from rectitude nsist
that they are forced to do so by the respect
society bestowson the slightst it of
shadiness. (Nepal 7

Those who rail against graft need to
be a little more empathetic.

cee coee

it does force us to ponder for awhile and
reset our ethical compass. By deciding to
enter the public domain, politicians have
villngycededmuch uf[hcu privacy

September, 2001).
For today's much-maligned political
aristocracy in particular, the study i the
best thing that has happened since the
collapse of the panchayat edifice in 1990.
Some people have finally put the human
curpitude index in it true perspecive. The
experts ranked development workers and
politicians—a classification that tself must
be highly comfortingto our unfiirly
besmirched leaders—sixch oneslist of
seven most corrupt categoris of official-
dom, Resenueofficers, CDOsand LDOS,
dd l head:

order, Does he b [}m[po eicians are
directly accountable to the people mean
they should be judged by higher standard
of ntegrity? Should the model year oftheir
Prados and the up-to-the-minte value of
their property come under greater public
scrutiny than, say, those of prime ministerial
hangers-on? Moreover, why have our
custodians of transparency puta 1990 cut-
off date on political robity, asf the age of
partylessness was sparklingly sainless? And
lecs notignore the other side of the coin,
Foreveryunprinciped policin vecrch
ho e nored fo their

police,and licence-granting officials appear
o be far more proficientin and preoccupied
with diverse pursuits of perversion.
Moreover, politcians arejust one percent-
age pointahead of membersof judicial
service, who enjoy the protection of endless
variations of the attorney-client privilege
and cericinterpretations of contempt
clauses. Take into account the three-

hard graft in their

by PUSKAR BHUS,

ceee

people have in dealing with those recking
on the higher rungs of crookedness, apart
from corruption cases the defendants go- 1 =5
o to win on appeal nine times out of 10
anyway?
isleads us to the next myth that
needs o be urgently demolished: the
supremacy of the lected politician over the
appointed administrator. When former
prime minister Girija Prasad Koirala was
forced to choose between his water
resources minister and the new secretary he

shutdowns over fee structures and the

despatched to the ministry without
bothering to inform his cabinet olleague a
coupleof monthsago, Koirala didn’t take

t00 long to decide who was expendable. If
theteeverwasacse for holding poltcians

hours from two senior RNAC officalsin the
Lauda A case, to show where the muck
stops. Another setof indings, however, may
inspire the CIAA o offer graftsuspectsa
fairer hearing in the future. A third of those

he studh

primarily responsible for corrupting the
system the revelion ha her ar fve
there runninga parallel

Fpeopledon'c ik he vay hei

caonomyvith gased plmsshouldsffice

they have the rlgh[ o register their
displeasurein the next clection. (That
would bea double whammy for graft-
stricken policcians, since much of heir ll-
gotten resources i invested in gettingre-
elected, a certfiably high-risk venture

petcent margin of error customary in such
surveys and you willreaise that politcians
actually might be the lcast corrupt Nepalis
in public service today.

Incredibleas his discovery may sound,

duringt ) Given the
Jitigation in the

o revise the
‘The study, conducted underan Asian
Development Bank-funded administrative
reform pogramme s bensubmited o
the fAbuse of

questioned id they indulged

syllabus, to quit hoping for the best
education money can buy?

Tn an economy where tradicional safety
ners e being systematically ripped apart by
polidcllydrven combatansand subsidy-

i hed to macro-

iin corrupt activitis o make ends meet,
while 16 percent said they dirtied their
hands to get ich quick. Nine percent said
they engaged in under-the-table dealings to
fiund dheir children’s education.

Now, aren't these perfectly noble
motives? How i would it be o expece

Authoriy (CIAA) ostensibly o sensitse the
watchdog to the cultural dynamics of the
decadence. The eportshould be enough o

! who have

popularity of
country today, wcmaysoonsccaspurtof
class-action suits for breach of trust against
our leaders. But what remedies do the

clctrify our
demonstrated the intensity of teir
abhorrence of corruption by demanding Rs

50 million each in deposits at the oddest of

toserve society ona
digestive ystem that growswith hunger
everyfew hours? All those livingin our free-
market system and watching saellte
television have the right to want to become
crorepatis, don’t they? Wouldn'citbe
utterly callous to ask Nepali parents,
already confounded by seven-day school

economic stabilsation programmes,
personal initiative must step into the space
vacated by the state. Under any ends-
justify-the-means standard, revulsion for
our flourishing tribe of ribe-seckers would
instandly transform ino an outpouring of
public commiseration. However, our failure
osce in our public officalsarefletion of
our stained social and cultural sandards,
standsin the way of an upsurge of unadul-
terated compassion. s pethaps because of
¢his absence of cmpathy that the louder we
rail against corruption, the more
entrenched it becomes.
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Friendly skies

Nepal's first private airline has declded to tie up. wnh a newcomev Shangn\a Alr m an anempl cul cusls
Narayan S Pun, Managing Director of Necon Air told us that the two companies have agreed to the tie-
up “in principle” and are now working on the modalities, including approval by banks and government.
Nepal's domestic aviation—a showcase of private initiative until some years ago—has been riddled by
undercutting while the market has not expanded. Fares which have not changed for the past eight
years, despite increases in aviation fuel prices, up by almost 70 percent, and steadily increasing
insurance premiums. ‘| realised the only way we could stay in business was to consolidate and cut
costs,” says Pun. “Now other airlines are also thinking this is the way to go.”

Hard sell

Nepal's largest distillery has offered 1.73 million shares (par value Rs 100) to the public. The issue will
serve as barometer of the public's mood to invest because the issue comes smack in the middle of
efforts by Maoist women to ban alcohol consumption and sales, and pro-Maoist trade unions that have
also recently begun to stir. Himalayan Distillery is licensed to produce 20,000 litres of alcohol everyday,
and the company says it will be producing high-quality branded products for export to India, Sri Lanka
and Bangladesh. It says it already has marketing agreements with some of the world's most famous
brands—Seagram, Chivas Regal and Royal Salute, among others. The company produces Royal Stag
and Imperial Blue, two well-known brands. Himalayan Distillery says that based on Rs 50.2 million sales
of four brands in the last four months of 2000-01, it aims at selling six brands to eam Rs 340 million in
fiscal 2001/02. The company’s authorised capital is Rs 900 million of which Rs 413 million is to be
issued. Of the issued capital, promoters have retained 58 percent.

Tumbling revenues

Nepal Te\ecammumcalmns Cnrporaﬂnn (NTC) says \ls eammgs !mm

telephone calls have fallen especially after
satellite communication users and service providers were licensed. The
NTC's in-coming calls up to July 2001 were down by over 50 percent
compared to the 303 million calls it routed in the same period last year. The
corporation says its revenue from international calls this year could be
eroded by as much as Rs 70 million, and it wants the Nepal Telecommunica-
tions Authority to investigate and take action against the V-SAT (very small
aperture satellite) service providers that have been re-routing the in-coming
calls. The NTC says Internet Service Providers with V-SAT licenses now
have the technology to re-direct calls through their computers rather than
the gateway provided by the NTC.

Tourism lows

Tourism is going through a third consecutive slump in arrivals. It was down by 56 percent in June, 29
percent in July and 26 percent last month—which has dragged the cumulative eight-month arrival of
tourists by air by almost seven percent to 200,208. The arrivals in August were 18,383, including 3,650
Indians. Nepal's tourism was just beginning to recover from the post-December 1999 hijack slump in
Indian arrivals before the royal massacre, after which the numbers tumbled by almost 72 percent.

Bonus shares

Everest Bank Limited is to begin distributing the bonus shares it had promised its shareholders at the
general meeting last November. The issue had been held up over a central bank directive that required
Everest Bank to first comply by a capital adequacy requirement. The bank now says it has met the
capital adequacy needs, and will go ahead with the share allotment.

New bike

There is yet another Chinese molurcycle in town: |h\s one is
Lifan, a product of the Chongging Lifarn and Hongda company.
Annapurna Associates markets three models, which it says
comply with the Euro Il emission standards. The bikes are hip,
but not cheap—the price ranges between Rs 102,500 and Rs
231,000.

Tank momtor

Th\s contrapnon |s supposed |0 |e\| you when lo swwlch yum waler pump cm and oﬁ Marketed hy
Spectrum Merchandise, Nepal, the Aqua Systems water level monitorfindicator tells you when your
overhead tank needs a refill or when it is about to overflow. The company is marketing the product as
something that helps you conserve water and keep power bills low.

Trade round up

Nepal's expons grew by a\mosl 15 pevcen( ln I\sca\ yeal 2000/01 m ml Rs 57 24 b\l\mn up lmm lhe Rs
49.82 million in 1999/00. Imports grew by 4.5 percent to Rs 113.4 billion in 2000/01, up from Rs 108.5
billion the previous year. By mid-July the trade deficit had narrowed by 4.3 percent to reach Rs 56.14
billion. Exports to India grew by almost 29 percent reaching Rs 27.3 billion in mid-July 2000.

Topping the exports to India was vegetable ghiu, whose sales rose by 30 percent to Rs 3.56 billion.
Pashmina sales to India stood at number two: Rs 2.73 billion. The export of copper wire grew by an
astronomical 230 percent to Rs 2.08 billion, while toothpaste exports dropped by about 10 percent to Rs
2.03billion.

Among overseas exports, carpets were down by about 13 percent to Rs 8.59 billion. Nepal
exported Rs 4.12 billion worth of pashmina overseas during 2000-01, a drop from the over Rs 6.5 billion
high in 1999. The export of readymade garments slumped by about six percent to Rs 13.12 billion and
the industry says next year could be worse, especially because extortion and disturbances caused by
the Maoists has dampened all initiatives. The industry estimates that political uncertainty last year cost
Nepal about six billion rupees in lost orders. The Garment Association of Nepal says the roughly Rs 6
billion industry (investment-wise) employs about 200,000 people and the downturn in production will
affect not only the employees, but also the banks, which have invested over Rs 3 billion in the industry.

ECONOMIC SENSE

Taxing issues

by ARTHA BEED

Going down to basics: why income tax?
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PR, | o
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henew proposed Income Tax
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September 15 - Saturday - Academy Hall - Kathmandu - 5 pm

September 22 - Saturday - City Hall - Pokhara - 5 pm

Ticket rates: Rs. 200, 400, 700, 1000

Available at:

In Kathmandu - Tik N Tok, Suwal and Nanglo outlets,
Bhatbhateni Supermarket,
Academy Hall Gate (on the concert day)
In Pokhara - City Hall Gate (on the concert day)

BINOD BHATTARAI

The timing could have been
better,and it shouldn’thave
been done with the threat of
bankruptcy hanging overhead. But
other than that, Royal Nepal
Airlines has made what s probably
one ofits wisest decisions in recent
times by scrapping it flights to
Europe.

With its medium-range
narrow-body 7575, Royal Nepal
Airlines was badly over-extended
flying to Frankfurt, Paris and
London. When it bought the
brand new 757s in 1985, flying
them on long-haul interconti-
nental routes was never part of
the plan. But those were days
when it was the only airline flying
dircct to Nepal from Europe and
for a time the routes actually
madea profit, especially when it
was serviced by an Airbus 310
leased from Hapag Llyod. The
initial cash flow generated by
European lights helped pay off
the loans for the 757s.

Bucbad planning, question-
able appointments of general sales
agents and mismanagement
ensured that the airline actually
lost money even if the lights were
full—due to overheads for crew
layovers in Frankfurt and Dubai
and the huge cuts for agents
commissions and frecbies.

“The plan then was to develop
Royal Nepal intoa strong,
regional airline flying profitable
short routes, picking up passen-
gerson code-sharing arrange-

Leave Royal Nepal alone

Royal Nepal Airines had to jettison its Europe
routes to keep afloat. But will it be enough?

eeccecsccccsessesccccssssssecscessecscesssccssseeee

“The mess has accumulated, and
the airline i traling a debt of
Rs2.5 billion. Even the Nepal Oil
Corporation at times refuses to
refuel Royal Nepal jets because of
a huge backlog of payments.
Royal Nepal's share of passengers
toand from Nepal has plummeted
from about 54 percent in 1994 to
less than 30 percent.

Tronically, jettisoning Europe
has not only staved off the
haemmorhage, butalso turned
theairline into the regional
cartier it should have been all
along, “We were not making
money even when we wereflying
full to London and back even in
those carly days,” says Mohan
Khanal, Royal Nepal's director of
External and Public Affairs. “Our
losses in the sector have always
been high, even at 90-95 percent
occupancy, and this time it just
became too difficult to hold ou.”

Strangely, no one was old how
bad things were until about six
monthsago, when management had
just leased a second jet (a widebody
767 from Lauda Ai) and was
preparinga summer schedule for
fourjets. But political instabilicy
and the royal massacre destroyed
whatwas lefi of the tourism
industry. The books began looking
really grim, the Lauda deal was
terminated and laer, the lease for

ments with bigger
airlines from hubsin Bangkok,
Singapore, Hong Kongand Dubai
aswell s service Indian cities
with frequent turnarounds. This
serategy isstill valid today, in fact
some argue that s the only way
the airline will survive in the
short-term. But theairlines’ top
managers ask is there the
political will not to interfere?

the China Southwest 757 as well
Down toits two old work-
horses, the ailine i pressing the

who also runshis own helicopter
service, Karnali Air: “A reliable
and widely connected national
ailine s crucialfor tourism, which
istoday our major industry so
chereare no excuses for cutting
flights.”

Even today, Royal Nepal's
problems are not
insurmountable. What i needs
is the right environment and the
freedom to become more
businesslike. “Give us the
aircraft we need and let us run as
abusiness, and we can turn the
airline around in two years,” says
aseniorairlinc official. To do
that, the first thing would be cut
the airline free from political
interference. The airline has had
18 bosses in 10 years, and a run
down of names of recent
directorsat the airline rellsall
businessmen with conflict of
interest, political cronies, and
sidekicks of the powerful

‘The nextstepwould be to
ook forjoint venture partners, to
give the much-needed boost to
staffand company morale. And
finally what Royal Nepal badly
needsisan injection of cash—
about R3 billion to help i pay
back debtand for re-buildingits
(attered image. For the moment,
say travel industry insiders,
privatisation of Royal Nepal may
ot be the answer since given the
government'srecent record of
privatisation, there s sure to be

7575100 23 tegional
cach week—including Osaka,
Shanghsi Hong Kong,Banglok
and India (Delhi, Mumby

major graft. For all
the airline needs is to be left alone.
“It takes almost a year (or our

"sa

Bangalore). From 19aircraftin
1991, including four ets, today the
airline s down to nineaircrafe—
two jets and seven Twwin Otters of

“Wean'tdoanythingunlessthe | which four ded because
governmentellsuswhattodo,or | theyare cannibalised for parts.
givesusa fiee hand to dowhatwe Royal Nepals failure toservice

dhinkweshould,” onesenior Royal
Nepalexecutivetold us. The resuleis
abadly-ailingairline thatis not the

passengers on domestic routes has
been covered up by private irlnes,
which toa large extent depend on

prioriy oftsowner, h
exceptwhenitcan be milked for

Cancelling Europe was a
difficult decision for Royal Nepal,
because as Nepal'sflag cartie, it
also flew to Europe with an
implied responsibility of helping
boost the nation’s image and
courism. But since the slide began
in the carly 19905, the airline had
actually contributed to harming
that image by being what no
airline should be: unreliable,
inhospitable and rudderless.
RNAC had carned the label:
“Royal Nepal Always Cancelled”.

Political interference in top
management and appointments
curned the airline into an employ-
mentagency, giving it one of the
highest staff-per-aircraft ratios
anywhere in the world and
possibly the most de-moralised as

baggage and all the internal drag,
theairline flies atall

“To be sure, not everything
can be blamed on poliicians.
Royal Nepal's managers have
taken the cue from their seniors
and have contributed to the ror.

largrpl more
tourists. Says N h Pun,

ministry o d
Pun,alsoa Nepali Congress MP.
“Thatis just not how you run an
airline.” For now no foreign airline
would beinterested in RNACand
Tdon’tblame them for that,” says
Pun, The avel industry was lvid
when the airline stopped its
Europe flights justas the autumn
ourist scason was picking up. But
Narendra Bajracharya of the Hotel
Asacigion of Nepal scesasiter
lining: I

Managing Directorat Necon Air,

wmpam osayitwant o redce

losses but more important is
thinkingabout how to get the
airline back o s feet soon.”
Bajracharya says Royal Nepal
should now turn itselfinto an
effecive carrier bringing in tourists
from regional hubs. However, the
touristslump that s expected asa

fallout from the terroristattacks in
the United States this week may
hurt prospectsallaround.
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A ghostly philosophy”...

DHURBA BASNET

In the last three months, thousands of words have appeared in the
international press about Nepal. After the 1 June massacre, the focus is
now the “people’s war.” NT has been following these stories as they
appear and as a service to our readers, we are excerpting sections from
along essay in American Outside magazine’s September 2001 issue.
The Last Days of the Mountain Kingdomis, in large part, an account of
a journey to Rolpa made earlier this year by writer Patrick Symmes
and photographer Seamus Murphy. Following is an excerpt:

DHURBA BASNET

immediaelyrject

I the deal with
hange of alsalzams,a revolutionary slogan that means
“red salute” and isalways accompanied by aclenched fist We
quickly march offin single ile,crossing more paddiesand
then heading up througha beech forest itch-backi

surficethat becomes,eventually,thesteepestsurfce [ have
ever cimbed. Hours latcrwe reach a azor-thin, foggy
ridgelincat 5,000 feet. The slopesarestacked with terraces
even here, the paddics no wider than asingle ox. Nepal's
population has tripled since the ]940s, and the relendless
search forarable and has increased deforestation and crosion
massively while sill not producing enough to cat. Exclusively
agrcultural, westem Nepal i nonethlessaneimporterof
food. Hungry, i
Maoist cause,with ts promisc ofa government by, for,and of
the smallfarmers.

Sometimeaficrdark, thesky cxplodesvith i and we

ble into a puny hamlet where d in
huts. Thescare real Red Army troops, main force soldiersin
neat camoufhage uniforms. They carry Lee-Enficld 303 ife,
relcsfrom World War 1 butsate of heart compared to the
flindocks carried by our patrol.

Inadark, smoky room we eat with the soldiers, wolfing,
down i and kb vichou e, ComradeSzong Man
won'tanswer logy,

hisown positon wihin the group—*Tam e
i Qoo Theoriy e eomespand
ntthey'veseen beforc he says, wasa dyed-in-the-ool

communistfrom The Revolutionary Worker, theweekly
Chic d V:

hereare three rules of nav:l inthe Maum
heartland. Sittingin th

by helcaderofthe mgmgsquadmn, adar-
h. H

here to cheer the revolution on. Heis thrilled to host fellow
Jlers and promises to find “the sentl

old former school princip
goes by the nom de guerre of Sanktimon, a](enh:l\tm
ofacartoon on Indian teevision. Sankimon means
“strong man,” butit'snotforhis muscles “Iis because
Tam suongin ideology,” offrs Sankimon witha wide
grin. Heexphins the route wewillfollow and then the
rules: (1) No taking pictures without permission. (2)
No goingto the bathroom withouta guard. (3) You
must giveaspecch.

Within hoursour photogapher Seamus Murphy

comrades” by the next meal. Out here, spoonsarestilln the
future, and metal ofany kind isso rare that even plough-
sharesare made ofwood. Inthe softlight of the cooking fire,
surtounded by men clutching ancient weapons, wescem tobe

regresing oward the Broae Age
dad

guertilas, At 2am, Lam jolted awake bya shower of blows.
The guerillaon my et witching i thegip ofa
nightmate.con thestone o, saringatheceling ncl

proves deeply problematithe third rule isone |

Sam, and th
T meeting the Maoists, we've achieved exacly what most

visitors to Nepal have been hoping toavoid. Although few forcigners have heard

mu

h Iread:

no-cviltourismndl beginning to mecton the

Jduemm“dmme binoculars and sl
illas and hikers have

Red Ay patoks, vho hacp
butin mostis

passed withoutspeaking.
‘The real squecze is happening backin Kathmandu. In March of st year,

many foreig
demandi

. Speaking on back mlmd to protect his business, the head of
m ined itas “achoice

onemajor Ameri

H.mmL' dards.” Lik Lotk

urfnrmlr'zlﬂ 00 toc h i his clients l
fRolpa’s infinite peaks, and suddenly we re bolring

on .hc siteof the rally [wchcpcd wewere beingtaken to]. It sa broad, rounded
spurthesize of several soccer felds, reaching out overa deep valley. We hike

down pass beneath another Martyrs Archand find a half-dozen huls andalong

he hamletof Babhang, A b H

da packed-carth pla

foreign

.umhcdn I
Aftetonly afew minuts,chere i the wundofchammgm the distance.
Theycomeinsilage by vilige,spling duwn o therlithunfigned

hoopla. Si: ty third, astr
despercly poor, excited pople waving e e B
bland h worn-outackuis insarisof royal

blue, emerald green, carthen reds . Within minutes, a

P!
sccond column bgins ostrcamonerahigh sk i the disance. Astheyspor

the rallyste, men disck ing blasts that echo
backand forhin ch hils.A thid columnappeas,sin sl up from
thevaley f ingh db theirown
gunsin eply.

Thelagesgcrrilarlly I veread sbout feaared 700 people wnhmm
hourd dhere, and then twice that 2 villges

e miltan locketeo, b
lland-responses “CommumuFmrwuf
Nepal, LONG LIFE!” and “Marxism-Leninism-Maoism, LONG LIFE?).
Perhaps 200 Red Army oldies v stoncficed. They vegoe Enﬁclds—hke the

across Rolpa,. They marchi
dals d arrive chanti

Clockwise

top left:
oists hear an offcial rebel government declared
<uuvar< enter the rally site amid cheers and blasts
I
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their feet,
counterfcit Lowe Alpine backpacks. C M «
bandsarrive,tooting on hons and hanging drums. A group of
blckcld boys danesncotheraly, belsanlng nth ankleS, andgis
from the: ks, who- v:"("' three d:
their faces a thesight. Ever thr black-powder gund

YK
launchmgahugedoug,lmumfsmuksmm(hssky

By noon thecare 4000 people,and il hy pourin.Avillgemilia
neatly
Aechedarrows,chaning, “Noro el Nextisan nir il soceer tcam

tudent inwith neat
flags and asociions o untouchable,and women's roups chanting, “Murder
op?” The M: dprogresive: They vow notonly 0
fightpolicecomuption, but o punish sposl s and unedown s
Likevisethey chlknge
theancient castesystem, which is nothing but racism, and
among their most cager recris.

In' midafternoon, with 10,000 peasants packed ono the spur, the

propagandascarcs, The main event i the declaration of the shadow

Rolpa and several adjacent distrcts, and the new leaders of
the revolution’sfirst offcial government are invited to step forward. There
are 19 of them, a cross-section of the movementitelf—a few tough Magar
peasants from Rolpa, much like the attendees a the rally, butalso an
ambitious student leader from Kathmandu, and several older professional
communist policicians. Comrade Strong Man turns out to be Rolpa’s new
representative of “the intcllectuals.” Invoking the name of the almighty
Prachanda, he delivers a 30-minute specch about the teachings of the leader
they follow but never see;after him the new vice-chairman gives a specch,
andafter him the district’s new top man, Chairman Sanosh Buddha, gives
an amazingly dull, hourlong talk. A typical politician, Buddha s lofty and
affected, and seems to have practised fooking thoughtful in a mirror.
Despite the sunshinc, he preens about in a et Gore-Tex coat, the only one
atthe rally. Seamusand I call Chairmen Gore-Tex behind his back.

By firstligh there i nota single person left on the feld. T wander over
the barren saddle of the mountains, wondering i the 10,000 chanting,
peasants were a dream, but the proofis on the ground, the dust sill
imprined with the shapes of their missing bodics.

“The guerrilla’ philosophy too is ghostly. So far we've had a propa-
ganda massage without getting to ask any questions oursclves. Finally, ac
am, with col ddouds lowing in, | amsummoncd o the choolhouse,

bled fora press conference. Gore-Tax, Strong
Man, some Maoist schoolseachers, and severalviee-flunkiesare ined up
onbenches.

Lsiton my bench, scuffmy fctinthe dm, andfinallyaskthe quesion 1
should h Ster ie? T1

el ke ocit cheShining Pt s hee ellow el nthe Maois
cause. I point out that 30,000 people have dicd in Peru, withouta Red victory.
Ifthat many people dicin Nepal, willthe revolucion il be ustified?

Yes,theyall nod immediaely. The true faceof the revolution a last “To
protectawhole thing,"aschoolicacher says,” part can be damaged. Itis the ule
of nature.”

Comade Srong Man sborars: “A bigparcofthe eople hre bl
sary tosolve Nepals problemswith violence.” He brushes asde thi
natural reluctance, “Wecearheirmind ofhisides,hesays, “The people
isnecsay”
i missoff T ks desemed 10

fool the people, weaken the country, and delveric o the control of India.
Ominously, Gore- Tex vowsa “protracted warin rural reas,”and “armed...
urban rebellion,” the first hint of a guerrilla war in Kathmandu.

“They descend quickly into jargon. They are for ialectical materialism and
against reactionary power. Chairman Mao's Cultural Revolution, in which mobs
beat “class enemies” through the streets, was good, and will be imitated as soon
asthey come o power. olonialis, eudalism,imperilim, capialsm, and

Il bad. P bad. On this
animal farm, fourlegsare good and twolegsare bad. seep.12]

s
3
S
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RAMYATA LIVBU

‘The remains of a police post, Ghartigaun, Rolpa
fromp. 11 []

“Their polcy about forcign tourissis clar: The more,
theberter.
“Notany forcign peronist bs disurbed (;or&Tu(

...and the hope of farce

letter, ora certificate ind
s[uffmmc into my pocker, eady to get moving, As Iwalk ou
the door, [ notice thatthe Chairman's Gore- Tex coat has
soaked through complecly ¢53s fakeas hes.

Atsome oincinkere rag thecrumblin, ogey

announces,
i ‘ b h

- lidea finger down theseal,

believe Waswmmw\]lbt:tduwdbv M dspread

Notaetter, nota

daflyr, bucabribe. About $5

and discover thati
rtificate a

the revolution to Europeand America. I¢sa Red Tourism
offensive. “Wevillinspire them to flourish the same
movementin hercount” Strong Man boass.

worth of rupees, Now 'mas dirty aseveryone else in Nepal.
Another day ofbrutal road travel and  prop planc back
toKathmandu. Intheterminal, ot plasicbos or

Suong M bed from
hi Jocument begins witk ddled

manxfcs(o—“d\eLP\I(?vInisl)|sguided' ideol

the Red Crossand |

mopssthe Vi brbemoney tharwe i spendon
Fantas, thre

Mansism-Leninism-Maosim against he reactonary power
of Nepal whichispreserved by Indian expansionisand
oot ot

Teislikely dm the Maoists will be undone by theirown
quetforidoloicl priy by dheiich inaviolence thar,
asth s notsupported by the Nepali

summary ofthe press conference, which bears no rlaton o
any of the questionslasked.
Howdoyouficethe Royal Amy?

Wewill fceiewich the power of the people.
Howdoyoufomardheproducion?

Weforward it with the help of people.

Howdo youbringabourindigenoussocicyy?

Webringitaccording o Leni'sideology

Weare fighting total war.
Aswetalk, an carly rendril of the monsoon scason
blows in,athick,blsing in of opical dmsuyandmgh.

people. The more che Maoiss expand,th quicker thepeople

will learn ¢h the samg
i de th

fanatical insurgency. Nepal ill

darkgarden of Maoist dreams, bt the exceprional kingdom
isalready losingitsdistance from the world, becoming
instead atroubled, unexceprional phce.

Inthe last days of old Nepal itislovely to walk the
strike-bound stect of Kathmanduor rollabout town in
rickshas,pausing to watch aimless bands o studentsand
communists march lsclesly through the city, lfting their
fiss, occasionaly tossinga brick. There's something
vonderfilly fecbleaboutthe scene.Pehaps the Maoiss grim

“§~

alsitude chill, byesin the

dripping hut, while guards are found to escort us out of the
arca,

Inasoppingverermmony,Gore-Texdrops more

foceads Heghesalof s incding e N

ferocity will et founder in
Nepalipolicics. There salways the hope o frce, rather
than tragedy. 0

Patrick Symmes is contributing editor of Outside
‘magazine and author of Chasing Che: A Motorcycle
Journey Legend

journalist assun
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Amerlcan diplomacy

recendy, includingalks
between the o defence ministers.
Allhave spotighted the Anei-Balistic
Missle Treaty (ABM). Bu he
consulations,includingthe planned
vsitof Vladimir Putin tothe US this
autumnwillnever produce practcal
agreements unilthereisasolid basis
for negoriations—suchaa therc has
been overthe past 30 years, including
Sovict. Russian deterence.

“Theteis o practcal dalogue,
especially conceningthevital ssues
of strategic relations, including the
ABM Treatyandoffensive weapons.
“The Genoa agreements reached by
Presidents Putinand Bush,and the
“consultations” that have occurred
since have no sold base. Why all his
lkabout consultations? Because
America docsn'tintend o hold
talks. Diplomatic bargaining

US consultations on the Anti-Ballistic Missile Treaty are
aimed at eroding the treaty’s authority.

“Unhindered access”

BRUSSELS - Poul Nielson, a top EU official, is travelling to Afgham-
stan this week to seek pledges for “unhindered access” to aid
workers nperanng inthe counlry Nielson, the EU develepmenl and
said the five-day
mission” will enable him “to learn at first hand about the conditions
facing both the victims and the aid workers who are striving to help
them.” Taliban-ruled Afghanistan, which has one of the largest
refugee populations in the world, has been hit by a devastating
drought for the third consecutive year. Nielson said the EU funds 25
NGOs operating in Afghanistan. The EU mission was planned well in
advance of the arrest last month of eight foreign aid workers and 16
Afghan nationals employed by Shelter Now International, a German
Christian aid organisation, for allegedly proselytising. Nielson will not
put pressure on the Taliban to release them. “We never enter into the
game of conditionality when discussing humanitarian aid,” he said.
But he acknowledged, it would be “unavoidable not to touch on it" in
discussions with the Afghan government and reaffirmed the EU's
opposition to the death penalty. The EU's Humanitarian Aid
Organisaiton Office (ECHO) provided some $17 million in humanitarian
assistance to Afganistan last year, with support for victims of both
the drought and the conflict. Projects included emergency assistance
such as shelter, nutrition and medicines to internally displaced
persons as well as food security activities in the countryside to halt
the flow of the population to the cities. (s)

A world fit for children

UNITED NATIONS A Ieadmg human rights organlsauon |s uvgmg UN
member states to make firm commitments to implement their landmark
1989 Convention on the Rights of the Child. “The implementation of

the convention has been very spotty,” says Jo Becker of New York-
based Human Rights Watch, speaking in advance of the UN Special
Session on Children, scheduled for this week. The Special Session,
to be attended by more than 80 world leaders and numerous child

delegates, should push for(he fu\l

involves serious discussion, a A b
search for a balance of interests. o it can gradually Inth ime, the US will think thar President Bush will say:
But in consultations, two sides start doing what it wants. start tests to do away with the ABM “We noifyall parties to the ABM
exchange views without having to Americaisnotyetworried by the | Treaty. The 1997 protocolon Treaty thatunder Article 15 wewill
reachan agreement, isueofdeploymentofaissle strategicand theatre ABM systern dourselvesas bound b
Consultations could porentilly thoughicneedsto | allowsforthe US the reary ixmonthsin
help carify posid ,those testawid ystemsat permitted ceilings. It jewof fathreatto
proisionsofthe ABM Trexythardo |- prkibitdbythe ABM Treay, aﬂomd\emngufanywmpons muonalmmreﬂs " Thiswill not ake
nocsuihe US.Burhy should sea,andair- dof p Instead, Ameri
thnngxun]ay p?The | launched craft, and soon. The ABM ll withd; 0 ywhenit
iseml d Treatyisahind hat the US depl issil
ythe changein theline-up offorces ksto erodei h system, which will not happen for
m(thcl\au\ thealisakitnot o I dgeneral - several years. The treaty will not
ilaterally, and it would not be litical decl Thisiswhy launched interceptor missiles should bekilled by one blow, it will be
dlp lomatically wise to break with Defece Secrsary DoaldRumsféld | fyacnomorethan 5 Skmisecand | eroded and undermined,unti
Russiawhen US ties with Chinaare did not reach during d forsea-based everyone believesitis dead.0
difficule. In his situation, “diplomatic | his recent Moscow visit, but only interceptor missilesis 4.5 km/sec. (Project Syndicare)
dancing” around theissues of restated the US line about the "The US can work with this for
offsiveand defensveweaponssuis | nuckarchreat posed by rogue sometime. Alexei Arbato s deputy chaimman
the USadministration. Ieallowsit o ly meaing China Inany case, Americavwill ot ofthe State Duma Defense
ve probl ithaall h ditslimited ofinterconti- ithd the ABM Treatyina Committee of the Russian
Senate,convincingboth thatnothing | nental ballsic missles. huffas many people imagine. They i
IDISSENT by SEPH STIGLITZ

Missed opportunity %4

IMF provided an ideal opportunity to re-cxamin the Fund's
“Washington Consensus” which reigned supremen his reign—

liberali

s tanley Fischer's departurc s Firs Deputy Managing Director of the

deliberali

(especially and macro-
stabilisation. Butin naming Ann Krucger s his replacement, the IMF has
signaledastubborn adherence to th il past

The new second-in-command at the IMF will
probably continue the failed experiments of
her predecessor and the fund.

cecee

dstrucion of cpital nd s simlisic prescripionsfor cpial and

AmnKruegera Stnford Universityand  financial market it often resulted in collapsing financia

former tacthe Work Bank integrity,and  sectors, prohibitively high b widespread social dislocati
towhat shebelevesis good for develop Butthe and poliical uphcaval.

polcsofthe“Wishingron Corscnsshah ilurc i Vhatwentrong! IMFand Word Bk ladj polces

expertise, rade policy, will bardlybelp restorehebrered crcdlhllltyofmc it rsource o more productive uss In practice howeser,when

Fund. Pardy Dr Krueger el I—alegacyof restrictive monetary polic { without developing financial

orse-tradingengendered by the postwar carve-up ofthe Bretton Woods

financial insticutions. America names the head of the World Bank,  European

leads the IMF, and an American il the number twospotat the Fund.
Candidatesfrom developingcountriss—the ocusofthe IMFsactvites—

instiutions that provide credit to small and/or medium-sized domestic
firms, itis impossible o create new jobs and enterprises. In country after
country,displaced workers went from low productivit jobs t zer0
productivity unemployment.

|\cedn0mpply Noonesid: “TheIMF sy i Letussearch for b I d dund
thebe pertin I andingoffinancial Idevel Jlesstrade liberali
especially as they relate o the devel d, whocan restore the confi without the ight precondii Jution. Nor, judging from the World
ofthe poorinan nsiuion d ignoe their concerns.” This wasan Bmspmmwh.lenmmegawas.m.efmnommmmmmm
and notonesubject o USC L Despice  hopefor ies orgenuine
dhecmbarmsmentoftheppointmentofthe centIMF Managing Dircor  debateboualemmaivestneges.Thisata timevwhen kndersof the
Horst Kohler, when the Clinton administration heavy-handedly vetoed Europe’s d id dthanever !

fnechoicforthe postsomconec it xperience indeclopng
approach ot
seriousy considered. Americainsisted onits
supposed entidement, the IMF acquicsced.
DrKrueger'sarea of expertise trade
policy, isastructural ssuc under World
Bank's mandate. Will thelinesof division
between the World Bankand the IMFbe
blurred further? Renowned monetary
cconomists ke Stanley Fischer had diffculty
dealingwith theintricacies of modemn
finance. A trade expertmay find them even
morebaffling, The high interest rates the IMF
advised for stabilsation led to mass bankruptcy and

informed policy decisions sensicive totheirlocal
contexss,

“The IMF sapproach tothe developing
worldi pre-cut from the same nco-liberalcloth
asthe World Bank'. The IMF needsanew
paradigm, notawarmed-overembodimentofa
sualeand repugnantideology. 1

(Project Syndicate)

N )‘ Joseph Stiglitz was formerly Chairman of

the Council of Economic Advisers to US
President Bill Clinton and Chief Economist and
Senior Vice President of the World Bank.

she says. The convemlon is one of
the most widely endorsed interna-
tional treaties, having been ratified
by 191 countries. Yet, millions of
children remain without access to
school, hundreds of thousands toil
as child labourers or are in service
as child soldiers. Only Somalia and
the US have not ratified the conven-
tion. Somalia has been struggling to establish a legitimate government
for over a decade. In the US, political opponents of the convention
say children's rights spelled out in the convention undermine parental
authority. The convention stipulates, among other things, that every
child has the right to life, that countries shall ensure child survival and
primary education shall be free and compt and
discipline in school should respect the child's dignity. The convention
also recognises the right of children to be heard in public discourse
and policymaking. The US signed the convention in 1995 but the
treaty remains without legal force here because the Senate has not
ratified it. The Special Session will devise a new plan of action, “A
World Fit for Children,” to benefit children in the next decade. (irs)
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War, peace, economics

COLOMBO The wurkmg une year arrangement Sri Lanka s mlmg
People’s Alliance (PA) has with the country's main Marxists, the JVP,
won't do much for the economy of this war- and drought-stricken
country, say observers. Under the memorandum of understanding
(MoU), the JVP promises the government support, and the PA agrees
to dissolve parliament within a year and hold national polls under a
caretaker regime, among other political and administrative moves.
The agreement also outlines steps to halt price increases in essential
food items, fuel, electricity, gas and water and put on hold plans to
privatise public or social property such as water resources, banks,
insurance ventures. But the Jehan Perera of the National Peace
Council (NPC), a Norwegian-backed local peace group, says the
battered economy makes it impossible not to raise prices or resort to
subsidies. In recent months the economy, devastated by 18 years of
insurgency, has taken a further beating through a prolonged drought
and a rebel strike on the country's only international airport. Diesel
and gas prices have risen by 100 percent in the past 18 months due
to rising world prices, triggering price hikes in essential goods. Dr
Nadeem Ul Hag, IMF representative in Colombo, said good
governance should include reducing the budget deficit and
proceeding with structural reforms. Sri Lanka received an IMF
standby facility of over $250 million this year to implement key
economic reforms including selling off loss-making state enterprises.
and reducing the budget deficit which has ballooned due to high war
spending and related costs. (s)

Hunger amld plenty

NEW DELHI “Our granaries are brimming because people do not
have the wherewithal to purchase foodgrain,” was how India's
blunt-speaking Agriculture Minister Ajit Singh summed it up. No
central or s(ate government has been candid about people dying of
- -I starvation even as the grain
n " surplus rises. Media have
4 shown graphic proof of
) starvation deaths and mass
deprivation, and India’s
4 Supreme Court, acting on a
petition by the People's Union of
Civil Liberties (PUCL), a rights.
~a group, finally intervened. The
“ court observed that below-
poverty-line (BPL) families
were being given 25 kg of grain
per month at four cents each
when they were entitled to 75
= A kg atthat rate. India's granaries
are bursting with over 60 million tonnes of wheat and rice and the
current crop's bumper harvest is expected to take surplus stocks to
over 80 million tonnes. There is nowhere to store that much grain—
sacks are being stacked at airfields, covered under flimsy black
plastic sheeting. Vast amounts are reported to have rotted in rainy
weather or been eaten by rats. Official apathy prompted the court to
ask the PUCL to identify officers in each of the affected districts
who have the “spirit, inclination and drive” to prevent further
starvation deaths. The court has issued notices to seven state
governments to report on starvation. None had estimates of BPL
figures, but the PUCL told the court that 200 million Indians suffer
“chronic hunger.” Unoffical sources say that the death toll this year
from starvation is in the early hundreds. (ips)
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CHAYANIT POONYARAT

BANGKOK - Thailand, inits quest
fordollars, plans to developits
strengrh asa tourisedestination in
waysthatworry locals, The
govermmentwantstobring more
fundsinto the country, ill recovering
from the 1997 cconomic riss. Ichas
considered reversingaloggingban
imposed in the late cighties afte parts
of Thailand suffered devastating loods
and mudslides and lfiinga 1998 ban
oninland pravn farming puin place
aferthe practice destroyed 800,000
hectaresof mangroves.

Itis turningasimilar cye to
ourism. “Tourism, shrimp frmiry
and loggingareall ‘slash-and-burn’
industries,” said Anita Pleumarom
of the Chiang Mai-based NGO
“Tourism Investigacion and
Monitoring Team (TIM-Team).
For example, there s alk of
wransforming Ko Samui, a popular
ouristisland in southern Thailand,
into the centre for tourism in the
area. Koh Samui, 47 sq km island
some 640 km from Bangkok, has
38,000 inhabitans—and ges

ll. Tourism
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Thailand needs to. be cautious with tourism projects.

©00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

standards, more roads will be bl o
deconges ffcaround b and

amarinaand cul the

more foreign loans are needed,
whichaddoche inancia
burden,” DI

undermined for quick profis.
“The governmentshould improve

revenuesare about $200 million
every year. Thisyear over 900,000
touristsare expected here.

More than 10 million tourists
visic Thailand each year, and thisis
estimated to increase by 10.8
million this yearand 11,13 million
in 2002. Pradech Phayakvichien,
govemorofthe Tourism Authori
of Thailand (TAT), said

works. The plan would later extend
tootherislandsin thearca,
Greater Samui.

“Thailand’s public debt srands at
$60 billion, cqual o 57 percent of
its GDP.

:

1o g0 dowbecause many Thii
communities know the socialand
environmental price of over-
development oftourism. Koh
Samu salready grappling with

mentwants to “extend tourism
scasons o cover the whole year” in
Samui,and re-brand icasa Luxury
Beach Resort’. Though the TAT
says the number of tourists visiting
Koh Samui will be limited to
950,000 ayear, it wants to expand
port facilites to handlea heavier
schedule. Special loans will be given
oferty operators o upgrade

ity
planning pollution and the
development oflocalsouvenir
products. Many case studies suggest
the cconomic bencfits from tourism
are highly overnated, and there s
simply notenough money for
conservation and the improvement
of publicservices. “Ironically, o st
up tourism projects and the
required i moreand

tourist centres, not open up new
areas,” explained Pleumarom,
ut the search continues for
ways o boost export carnings and
-

problems of tourism. All Thai
beaches display similar destructive
patterns, say experts—coastlines
full of garbage and pollution with
excessive commercal building,
Landand goods prices shoot up to
unrealistic levels. The TAT
recently received letters from
tourists complaining the Phi Phi
islands area s overcrowded and
dirty. They suggested that the
number of tourist there be:
curtailed. Local press reports say
touristsaredisappointed thee
ityisofien

Last month, newspapers reported
anew project to make Phuketan
outstanding plastic surgery centre
5o that ‘when you think of plastic
surgery, think of Phuket.’

“And meanwhile in Bangkok's
tourist hub Patpong, Thailand's
Interior Minister Purachai
Piumsoombun has been crusading
fora moral “social order” since
August. Bars must stop selling
alcohol after midnightand close
by 2am,, in the middle of the peak
period for business, according to
bar owners, lam to 3am. 0 ars)

ANALYSIS

Safety nets *

I ids, |1bonrandc<\pm]bnngﬁnsl«sand bcncﬁrs Surtingin Auguse 1997,
deep:

ial, natural, and political

rise. The initialresponsesto the social consequences of the cries were
tepid, localied, but by July 1998 civildisturbances and President Subareo’

fall convinced the

o quickly deploylarge-scal safety net.

‘Thereare five lessons to be learnt from Indonesia’s experiencein designing

ety et dringa s

biectives and smple desi

tothesafety netsas

by SUDARNO

JARTO AND LANT PRITCHETT

Swiftly integrating international markets
need programs to deal with the social

consequerces of such Imkages
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“Thisunofficaland hidden local flexibliy ilybad. Locally it much on balingou the financial sectorand f
o icoto household

li and the informal flexibili

subsidy forenergy that neither benefited the poor nor the hardest it hnueehnlds

ealously guard the funds

ell protected and often consumed by powerful

hich o havebeen iy xcluded. Thelackoffledbily vithin the officl - Whether ospend moreon ey et programs dependsin parton the
design, h T, tharth ould not bx | alternatives.

Nosafety net usingstaticadministrative rgeting saves houschold forsifery nec,he muchgrater sums thatarevsally i thegencrl budger's
suddenshocks. Standardad aforangeingpovery progams  fcl
don'twork when delingwith houscholds ffersuddenlarge  financial and eice interests. 0 (Pojec Sy
shocks. Early rescarch on the crisis'impact revealed that over a quarter of
those who were “ " afte the cisis had expendiures mor

is Executive Director, the SMERU Research Institute,

than 50 percent above poverty aslttle as three months before the crisis
‘These people are key tagets for criissafety nets, but unlikely to be on any

Jakarta; Lant Pritchett is professor of politics/economics at the Kennedy
School of Govemment, Harvard University.
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Prachanda’s fami

Samacharpatra, 7 September

It is more than 40 years since she took care [
of baby Chabilal and watched him grow.
Today, she knows that Chabilal has become
Prachanda. She has heard that he is
somewhere, that he is well-known, and
trying to become somebody. But she is still
in her village, where Prachanda was born.
Meet Devaki Dahal, aunt of Maoist leader
Chairman Prachanda.

Devaki, a 72-year-old, still herds the
livestock to the grazing grounds in the
village of Lewade, Dhikupokhari Village
Development Committee-2 in Kaski district.
When people tease her about being
Prachanda’s “mother,” old memories of
Chabilal come to her mind—the boy who
played in her lap, the one who could shut
his eyes and rattle off the scriptures. Devaki
recalls Prachanda learning the prayers to

he was eleven.

Devaki even after they moved to Chitwan in 1962.
I haven't seen a trace of him after that.”

hope in her voice.

“Who wouldn't their children’s

raised money and got electricity themselves,” says Devaki.

as they herded cattle all the way to Chitwan.

government so we can see him, that's all we want."

i\f_"‘

Goddess Durga from his father and uncle because there was no school in the village until

Since Prachanda’s mother Devrani Bhawani was sickly, Devaki was in charge of his
upbringing and looked after him until he was six. Prachanda’s family continued to visit

“He came here with his wife before the “people’s movement” began (in 1996), they
even went to see his in-laws in Hemja, Kaski. | haven't been able to meet him since.”
Recalling the last time Prachanda was in the village, Devaki told Nepal Samacharpatra,
“he said, ‘aunt, we'll leave everything here and settie down in Chitwan, Il come to get you.'

Longing to meet Prachanda, Devaki even sent him two letters. But she never received a
reply. “I gave the person who came to see me a letter asking him to give it to Prachanda.
He said he would. But now the messenger has stopped coming,” she says, chin in hand
and staring into space. “I wonder if he got the letter. If he did, he should have got in touch.
He wouldn't abandon us. Maybe the messenger threw the letter away!”

“Meeting? | don't know whether that will ever happen. I'm quite old. | wish things would
work out,” says Devaki who's heard of the talks between the government and her dear
Prachanda. “If they come to an agreement, there's a chance of seeing him again.” There is

?" asks Devaki, although she's
not happy about the killings. ‘I wish people weren't killed,” she says, “If we cry for our sons,
others will cry for their sons when they die. Everyone's mortal remains are the same.”

After her husband Kul Prasad passed away, Devaki's closest relations are her brother-
in-law Mukti Ram (Prachanda'’s father) and Prachanda. At present, she looks after her in-
laws family. Although they try very hard to keep up the family name, the branch of the Dahal
family which continues to live in Prachanda's birthplace is often boycotted socially.

Close family members recall some neighbours and distant relatives saying they were
the family of a murderer. “When the villages around got their first electric lights, we were not
connected. They said they'd give us electricity today, tomorrow. Finally our family members

“It hurts to say this, but many of our relatives say we have a murderer in the family.
We're isolated as they don't interact with us or talk to us.” It is with a heavy heart that
Tikaram Dahal recalls taking Prachanda to Chitwan when he was eight. It took eleven days

“He’s left, gone underground, but people who pass by this village say this is
Prachanda's village and shy away from talking with us. Even after his departure, we've
been through a lot of trouble because of Prachanda,” says Tikaram.

He continues on a more positive note, "We may have borne a lot but he has kept the
Dahal family name. If there were peace, we could meet him. May things work out with the

TE OF THE WEEK

asolution to tackle the problems caused by the open border.

“If India has deployed its army in s side of the border, we too must use this opportunity to come up with

Former forcign minister Shailendra Kumar Upadhyayain Budhabar Saptahik of 12 September 2001,
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“You're [he one derailing the talks.”

Drishei, 11 September.

Koirala phobia

Tarun National Weekl,
3 September

T
Amonth e he resigned from the
postof prime minister Girija
Prasad Koirala has begun mecting
somevery important, politcally
active people. Sources tll s that
heis very disturbed by the events
in parliamentand how the role of
parliamentis being compromiscd.
People have been playing guessing
games rying to figure out the
motive behind his sudden concern.
Some say that this he s doing this
o finds ways to jab at the (Sher
Bahadur) Deubaadministration.
Koirala has metalotof people in
the past fow days, but he s keeping
quietabout what s goingon
behind the scenes.

Inthe 36 days since Koirala
stepped down, he has visited his
hometown twice. Afterteturning to
the capital, he vsited the leaders of
different political partes, almostall

——

of them. The fist person he met
was Ramesh Nath Pandey, who has
always been considered an
important political wheeler-dealer.
Pandey played a role in ousting
Krishna Prasad Bhattaraiin March
2000,after which Koirala came to
power. Now Koirala wants to
strengthen his relation with
Pandey. Last Wednesday, the two
metat Pandey's residence in
Bishalnagarand discussed matters
conceminggovernmentand the
state of the nation. Koirala ater
attended alunch at Pandey’s
residence, where he surprised a
number of people present,
including KP Bhattarai, Prime
Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba and
UML leader Madhay Nepal, with
his remarks. Koiralastated that he
was meeting political leaders of ll
huesin an attempr to developa
strategy to isolate the the Maoists.

Leftists of Nepal,

The central committee of the
UMLina meeting last week
decided that it had to play a crucial
role o ensure implementation of
radical land reforms and also take
care that the agenda was not
hijacked by anyone. Madhay
Kumar Nepal, Bharat Mohan
Adhikari, Amrit Bohara, Ishwor
Pokharel and Raghuji Pant
attended the mectingand agreed
that some understanding/ working
alliance had to be reached becween
allleft partes. Narayan Man
Bijykchhe of the Nepal Majdoor
Kisan Party, Siddhi Lal Singh of
the Marsist Leninists, Prabhu
Narayan Choudhary ofthe
Maniss, Bishnu Bahadur
Manandhar of the Samyuka, Pari
‘Thapa of the Jana Morcha, Krishna
Das Shrestha of the Marist-

Leninist-Maoist party and Amik
Sherchan of the Samyukia Jana
Motcha lso attended the
meeting, Siddhi Lal Singh of the
ML proposed thatall lef partics,
including the Maoists should
come tosomeunderstandingand
move forward. The UML leaders
said clearly that unless the
Maoists changed their ways ic
would be impossible to work
together, letalone form an

the conclusion his group reached
atthe Second Convention, and
now there isalotof similarity
berween their line of thoughtand
ours. The Maoists have accepted
usas a revolutionary communist
force. This rotherlyfeeling has
opened many doors for both of us.

MLs unification
proposal

Drishei 4 Seprember

Long term plans

The CPN (ML) could ¢

its program of classstrugge. « 1
party did not develop any policy or
framework concerningthis. From
nowon, the party must develop
village committees to carry
forward the class struggle, and the
party's policies and opinions must
be based on this philosophy.
Armed village committees have to
be formed nationally and from this
category avolunteer force has to

the Masal and Ekata Kendra
(Unity Centre)did notattend the
meeting The UML has put
forward a 22-pointagenda, which
itsays s the only way the country
can'bebailed out from the present
risis, The other left parties have
agreed to come up with their own
suggestions.

Brothers in arms
Jana Fata, 3 Sepreml

“The central committee of the
Ekata Kendra (Unity Centre) met
recenty and made the following
decisions:

1) Theonlyway to get the
country back on s feet is by
formingan nterim government, 2

be formed. Class struggleisa
continuous process and needs to
besustined.

“The left parties must unite to
tackle reactionary forces.
alliance must be formed and al lefe
leaders and activists must join,
Fifty-one percent of the party’s
central committee should not
contest general clections. The
generalsecretary of the central
committceand two-thirds of the
politburo must not beallowed to
file candidaturein the general
clection. We must carry outan
investigation every year nto the
property ofall members. Ifany
illegally acquired wealth is
discovered, it must be immediarely
nationalised and people found in
posssionofsuch vealth mustbe

lled from the

constituentassembly and finally, 2
republic. The party has sugges-
tions and a plan of action for this.
2) The party fecls that govern-
ment-Maoist dialogueshould be
converted into a dialogue between
the reactionary forces, lfeist
partiesand the people. This
dialoguchas o be used to bring
about fundamental changes in
Nepalisociety. The Maoists'
stated agenda s identical o ours.
Ourcommon posion vill elp
bring about fund:

party. The party will specify an
amountwithin whichall of its
members must make ends meet,
Membersof the central commit-
tee, lected officials and members
nominated to the Rastriya
Parishad must e full-time pary
workersand cannot belong o the
business community. All members
mustworkin the areas the party
allocates to them, with no
compromises. They should all
workfortheuniyofthe Lefiand

in society and chercfore (}mc
thrc things need 1 bemple-

fanational
government, Thearmyand police
mustbechanged rdiclytobemore

diaccy. dialogue
fail,then a civil war will break

out, forwhich th

Ahigh-

levelinvestigation committee must
e L comuptioni

willbe held responsible. Our
party has grave concerns about the
policiesand behaviour of other
lefe partes, ke the UML and the
ML Alllef parties should unite
and notdo anything thac will
strengthen the hands of the
opposition and reactionary forces.
3 Deubarecenty announced
his radical ight-pointagendaand
land reform progtam, Thisis being
done to hoodwink the peopleand
influence the government-Maoist
dialogue. The government
should explain is policies very
clearly. Since these programs
have not been implemented yet,
their effectiveness cannot be
predicted now. The party will
pressure the government to
implement the programs.

4 We regard the Maoists asa
friendly force. They have started
o rectify some of their carler
mistakes. Their recent announce-
ment concerning the International
Communist Movement shows
that the Maoists are moving closer
0. Prachanda has made public

thesebodics.

“The united party should be
model for all others in the
country. The party’s name
should be simply the Nepal
Communist Party—no initials at
the end. That s, we should have
aunited party. The process of
unification should be similar to
that of the Marxists and the ML
in 1990—ic should be based on
cquality and nothing cls. All the
party’s frontal organisations
must be treated equally. We
need a party campaign and a
class campaign to bring about
this unification. The new party
will have members of both
parties. Members of the new
party nominated to the Upper
House will remain so. Central
Committee members of the
unified party will be elected by
fair means. The unification
process should move forward and
issues that cannot be resolved
casily should be postponed.
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Winner

NEW YORK: Lleyton Hewittawoke
last Monday, 10 September, to the
lisation that he had achieved

one

Hewittsaid of the number one
ranking, “I'm number three now, it'sa
carcer high, tdoesn’t

ofhis twolife goalsand was st
closingin on the other, “I¢s starting
tosinkin, that'sforsure,” the 20-
year-oldsaid ofhis US Open victory
atanews conferenceat the Australian
consulate. “Pmstrting o reflecton
whatitmeans tobea Grand Slam

sound like much but csa bigstep for
sure.” Howitcis fst realising what
championsinallsports havelong
known—thatastingultimate victory,
likeanaddictive drug, isa high that
leaves youwanting more. Tmon op
oftheworldat the moment. I hink

championnowand
the US Open,” Hewittsaid afier his
7.6,6-1,6-1 whippingof 13-time
Grand Skam champion Pete Sampras
carned him his first major tite.
“Every kid’s dream I thinkis to
wina Grand Slam, at least one,
and to be number one player in
the world. I've achieved one of
those goals nowand hopefully I
can get the next one.”

Sampras said the Australian
possessed the best passingshots,
return of serve and court speed he
had ever scen—atleaston that
near-perfect Sunday for the
youngster from Adchide.

“T'm getting closerand closer,”

T'mgoing 1o bemore hungry. Iwant
this feling back,” he id, ghancingat
his US Open trophy asifto mal

in shock

my fmilyand iiends,”hesiid,adding
that e was simply too “knackered” to
culoose. I gota coupleofhours
(sleep) that wasaboutic. Even when
eothomehalfway through thenight
lastnight I was sill on cloud nine. It
was hard tofll aslep,”he said.
Buctheusually fery Australian

CHICAGO - Michael Jordan all but confirmed to this reporter last week that he would return to play in the
NBA and said the world will know for sure in the middle of this week. Asked whether he was definitely
coming back, Jordan smiled slyly. A moment later, he looked up and said, “I'm doing it for the love of the
game. Nothing else. For the love of the game.”

But a statement released from Jordan’s office didn't confirm anything. “I'm not confirming the report. It

ascven
match of islife showing ieof the
demonstrativefis-pumpingagainst
Samprasthatoften puncruates his
matches. “Ireally was in shock
chose last few games. T had to look
upat the scorcboard a couple of
times to see if it was match point,”
headmitted. He wasalso shocked
hat he had carned his first major
titleatsuch ayoungage. “When
Darren (Cahill) fist took over the
coachingof me we sat down and he
told me that ‘we're going to try and
workon your gume and hopefully
you'll be holding these trophies up
when you're 24, 25 years old,” he
recalled. “Everything’s come so
quickly. Togetin the top 10asan
18-year-old, o bein the top five as
a19-year-old, to be top three now
as220-year-old and be holding the
US Open trophy, it just happened
50 quickly for me,” he marvelled.
“T've been looking a this thing
all day,” he said ofthe slver US
Open chalice. “On this one side
you gorall the newest generation’s
names, Edberg, Sampras, Agass,
Rafter, Safin, now mine’s next. On
the other side you've got
Newcombe, Rosewall Laver, so
many great players, thelistjust goes
on, McEnroe, Connors, and to have

itwas reall there.
Hewittvwas far morcalertand
bright-eyed than countryman Patrick
Rafter had been theday afierhewon
hisfirse US Openin 1997. Rafter had
wned up for his next day media
obligationswith brighe red bloodshot
epesand agin that never lft his face,
Foine beea crageed diectly fromall.

chis wonderful trophy, it docsn't get
much betcer,” he added.

Itisalla farcry from the fist
time he won a rophy. “My first
trophy was ‘mostimprovedat my
local club in Adelaide. I would have
been around seven or ight,” he said
laughing. Hewitesaid he was

helmed by all

3

nightcelcbrations. Hewitt estaind
celebration by Aussi standards may
have been the result of beingayear
youngerthan thelegal drinkingagein
NewYork,and ofhavinghisparents
around. “Iwentand had dinnervith

supporc he had received from back
home, although he called the plans
by Australian tennis offcials to
declare the day afer his victory
“hats backwards day” in his honour
“abicsilly.” 0 (Reuers)
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INTERCITY BUS SERVICE
TRIDEVIMARG, KATHMANDU, NEPAL P.0.BOX 1307 FAX 00971-253885 TEL/257544/253885

MAIL: com URL:waww.catmando.
Effective from 15th of Sep. 2001
SCHEDULE AND TARIFF

FROM SERVICES DEPTIME ARR.TIME FAREUSS
KATHMANDU POKHARA DAILY 07:30 02:30 10:008
KATHMANDU POKHARA DAILY 08:30 03:30 10:00S
KATHMANDU CHITRASARI (CHITWAN) DAILY 08:30 02:00 8:008
KATHMANDU SUNACHARI (CHITWAN) DAILY 08:30 02:30 8:008.
FROM TO SERVICES DEPTIME ARRTIME FAREUSS
POKHARA KATHMANDU DAILY 07:30 02:30 10:008
POKHARA KATHMANDU DAILY 08:30 03:30 10:008
POKHARA CHITRASARI (CHITWAN) DAILY 08:30 02:30 8:008.
POKHARA SUNACHARI (CHITWAN) DAILY 08:30 02:30 8:008

FROM TO SERVICES DEPTIME ARR.TIME FAREUSS$
CHITRASARI(CHITWAN)  KATHMANDU DAILY 10:00 03:30 8:008.
CHITRASARI (CHITWAN) ~ POKHARA DAILY 10:00 03:30 8:008.
SUNACHARI (CHITWAN) ~ KATHMANDU DAILY 09:30 03:30 8:008
SUNACHARI (CHITWAN) ~ POKHARA DAILY 09:30 03:30 8:008.

GREENLINE PROVIDES THE FOLLOWING FACILITIES

2 STANDARDCOACHES.
a WL

1 DELUXE(FULLYAR-CONDITON) COACHES.

SECTORANDTIMING.
4 PRVATETERVINALBUILDING.
5 ADVANCEDBOOKINGSYSTEM,

6 INSURANCE COVERAGE OF NPR500,000.00PERPERSON.

RESORT ORMOTEL DUMUNGLING CORRESPONDING TOTHE.

is pure " Jordan said in the statement. When informed that it was being reported that he had all
but confirmed his return to the NBA, Jordan told the Washington Post: “| didn't say that." Jordan reiterated
that he was speaking of his “months of attempting to get into basketball shape,” not his definite return.
Jordan, who led the Chicago Bulls to six championships, has worked out all summer preparing for the
expected comeback with the Washington Wizards. He is president of basketball operations for the team
and a part owner, meaning he has to divest r - e ]
his ownership under NBA rules before
returning to the court.

Jordan has tested himself and his game
repeatedly in scrimmages against top-calibre.
NBA players, with league referees officiating.
The only question remaining is whether the
tendinitis in his right knee would limit his.
effectiveness. Jordan, however, said the
knee was sound.

This would be the second comeback for
the 38-year-old Jordan. He stunned the basketball world by retiring in October 1993, saying he had
nothing left to prove in basketball and wanted to give baseball a try. He played a season of Double-A ball
for the Chicago White Sox team, but returned to the Bulls in March 1995.
In the half-hour conversation on a curb outside his restaurant, Jordan dropped the conditional tense
for the first time since acknowledging in April that he was serious about coming back. “I want to play for
years,” he said. But Jordan made it clear he wasn't coming back to fulfil any expectations but his own.
“Winning isn't always championships. What's wrong with helping kids find their way, teaching them
the game.” (ap)

@ Liave the Children

VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT

Save the Children UK is an international NGO working for children's rights in Nepal and more
than sixty other countries.

We are looking for a passionately committed and creative individual for the post of
"Program Manager (PM)", to be based in Nepalgunj (with at east 75% field visits to
program areas) to tead our HIV/AIDS programs implemented in Mid and Far West Regions,

At the moment, we are working in Achham District, working with 3 local partrers in trying
to mobilize all the communities of the district in response to the growing HIV/AIDS
epidemic and its social implications. Over the last one and half years, more than 700
commurity people from all walks of tife have raised their hand voluntarily to be involved.
Communities are analyzing the implications of the epidemic and are planning and
implementing activities against AIDS. A social movement has begun from Achham.

We need a PM to further "fuel” this movement against AIDS in Achham and some other
districts of the Far West region, As PM you will be responsible for planning, coordinating,
monitoring and management of these initiatives. If you can demonstrate most of the
following:

An understanding of how a social movement can be promoted, howit can achieve
result and how it can grow,

= A strong belief in the power of volunteerism and community mobitization and a sound
understanding of the dynamics involved.

A sound analysis of the HIV/AIDS issue and a critical perspective on the various ways
of respending to it.
Strong sensitivity to the concerns and aspirations of PLWAs.

Strong facilitation skills and an understanding of the dynamics of the group processes
(ideally with first hand experience of facilitating or participating in Appreciative
Inquiry).

Ability to analyze strategy - what is working and what isn't and able to change plan
as per need.

An understanding of participatory and/or epidemiological research techniques.
Excellent interpersonal skills and a strong instinct for team work.

A flare for networking and coalition building.

Excellent written and spoken English and fliency in Nepali,

Strong representation skills.

Please send a CV with a detail letter explaining how the above specifications are met and
the names of two referees not later than 28 September 2001 to:
The Human Resources Manager
SC-UK/Nepal, GPO box 992, Kathmandu
or Fax: 01-527256
This post will be for the duration of two years on contract with the possibility of review and

extension. SC-UK promotes and practices equal opportunities. Only short tisted applicants wilt
be motified.
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traditional chhanda (formed) poetry because that is harder to

translate than free verse: “You have more freedom when you
translate free verse.” He may be right. Yet, without even having to bother
with such things as thyme and metre and scansion, translating free verse
is hard enough to do. In this week's column, the ayaameli or abstract,
“dimensionalist” poetry of Bairagi Kainla has kept me especially per-
plexed, trying to make out dim, dissatisfying forms in the half-ight of
mixed languages.

There are, in the act of translation, three main tasks to attend to:
translating the meaning/s (or logic) of the original text, translating its
style (or rhetoric), and opting between the different silences that result
from each word choice, each comma, exclamation mark and full stop. In
abstract verses such as Kainla's “The Mountain,” below, the meaning of
the original text can be obscure at times, filled with innuendoes, subtle
connotations, double entendres and the possibility of multiple interpreta-
tions. While this abstraction makes for a layered, participatory reading
experience in the original language, it guarantees a flattening of
meaning in the process of translation: secondary interpretations easily
get lost. Similarly, translating the style of such a poem is tricky—for the
rhythms and resonance of Nepali language tend not to match those of
English. Indeed, “The Mountain” is the most challenging work of Nepali
literature | have translated to date. Silence features large in this
translation (as in any translated text); and more than anything else, | am
reminded of why the critic Jacques Derrida has said that the enterprise of
translation is always slated for failure. There is much in literature that
simply never translates.

A respected literary figure once joked that | probably didn't translate

THE MOUNTAIN

1. Even in the house going to the top floor

I climb peaks of the high staircase ledge

These days I'm always climbing mountains in my dreams
which never bow down no matter how many hills and peaks
I'subdue with the threshold of each step

onmy street

Oh! The backbones of the Himalayas break
and collapse, retching pools of

nighttime on my street

The thundering of echoes

slams against the walls of the sky—

onto the main street, upon a running train

In droplets of blood contained by shards of glass
instances of lives

crushed in separate compartments—

on the lines of broken trains

From the flames of the raging fires

 gather these, | carry these

in my pockets and on my shoulders

The streets which are exhausted

having taken many children to school

having taken many sons to the border trenches
having returned many fathers from their offices
these streets by now shattered in accidents

yes, all these streets

I carry on my shoulders

by MANJUSHREE THAPA

TRANSLATING BAIRAGI KAINLA

On my shoulders of the mythical Kumbhakarna
I carry the corpse of life

2. From above my shoulders—
the corpse of life putrefying

on the density of my love, the blaze of my faith
drops in many pieces upon shards of light
conveying one boon each these pieces

drop with a splash into brightness

in each of my steps: on my street!

An eye drops: a night ends

Another eye drops: another night ends

A heel drops: a foot-length piece of the street is filled
Ahand falls: a bridge is drawn from earth to sky

Two hands in embrace drop—

in an earth of boundless expanses

and once again, another time splits open in history
Upon the forehead of an opening

for everyone's information

amid pine needles

in letters at the joints of branches

time comes rushing over and jots down a few lines—
welcome to mountain climbers,

to tender heels,

to each life!

Now let each person once again start

a separate journey from this opening!

3. Filling the sun

into the vast spinning bulb of the third eye

holding up the flat sea in both hands

standing apart from the calves of the opening

from the attacks of sharks and whales

from the raids of ocean pirates

treasures and rescuing ships

and liing the Govardhan hill on a fingertip

from this opening even |

these days am always climbing mountains in my dreams
these days I'm always climbing mountains in my dreams

A dogged emotion—expressing a stubborn will to overcome arduous,
albeit unnamed, hurdles—rings clearly through the original Nepali text.
There is a powerful mix of panic, resolve and weariness in the narrative
voice. The poem's ultimate abstruseness, its openness to varying
interpretations and its refusal to offer easy narratives makes it more
suited to those with postmodern sensibilities than to those who seek
closure in literature.

Kainla's poetry collection Bairagi Kainlaka Kabita can be extremely
difficult to find on the market—a baffing fact, given the importance of
his contribution to Nepali literature. (He was one of the originators of the
1960's Tesro Ayaam movement caling for greater complexity in Nepali
literary expression). In recent decades, Kainla has stopped writing
actively, choosing instead to promote, through the Royal Nepal
Academy, the art and literature of Nepal's minority national languages.
He is himself a translator of the Mundhum (origination myth) and other
texts in the Limbu language. His original name is Til Bikram Nembang.
His widely recognised pen name, translated, is far more lyrical, though:
melancholy fourth son. 0

On the Nepali literary scene

Nepali writing in English is looking up. Not so that in Nepali itself.

AMITBARAL . e
nits August 1997 issue, Himal South Asian carried a cover story on

I literary writings in English from the subcontinent. Such writings from
Nepal were conspicuously absent. It would be naive to think that since

Himalwas “ours,” we ought to have been represented. There simply wasn'ta

corpus then of NLWE to draw on, even if writers like Laxmi Prasad Devkota

and Bal Krishna Sama had trans-created their works into English.

Butif Himal South Asian were to do a similar story now,
there would be something to write about. NLWE has started to
toddle along, and briskly at that. DB Gurung’s Echoes from
the Himalayas was published outside of Nepal (‘A worldly
addition to Nepal's literature,” #26. Samrat Upadhyay has b
gone international with his collection of short stories,

Arresting God in Kathmandu, which has received many *
favourable reviews including in the New York Times. (See
“Transcendence in Physicality” and “In Nepal, too, desire
defies modern times,” #58.) And in October, Manjushree
Thapa's novel, The Tutor of History, will hit the news-
stands globally.

In his column in Kantipur, Narayan Dhakal once wrote,
referring to Manu Bajraki and his story published in Garima, that we would
have our own Gabriel Garcia Marquez had our literary works been translated
into English. But there is no Gregory Rebbasa to hoist our would-be
Marquezs out of English-language obscurity. Yet, just having a Rabassa
does not ensure international recognition. For even the best translator
cannot redeem slipshod, unedited writing. Many of our sahityakars don't
seem o recognise such things as editing and rewriting, which are admit-

tedly ten times more difficult than simply writing. There are exceptions,
though—Sama is said to have edited his work extensively. And critic
Ramesh Bhattarai tells us that the great aanshu lekhak (‘extempore writer)
Devkota also started editing his work later in life.

For those who want to write wellin Nepali, there are no creative writing
schools and no books available that discus the craft of writing and editing,
like Arthur Plotnik's The Elements of Editing or John Gardener's The Art of

Fiction. A comparison between Samrat Upadhyay and Parashu
Pradhan would not be out of place here because, like
Upadhyay, Pradhan can't resist sex in his stories. Upadhyay's
sentences says the reviewer in the New York Times, are “decep-
tively simple.” So are Pradhan’s, but while Upadhyay's sentences
flow with the asymmetry of nature, Pradhan’s flow with allthe
uniformity of a military parade. As a result, the sex in Pradhan's
stories verges on an asceticism that does not seem entirely
intentional.
One crucial factor in this general lack is a solid educational

-
o

Nepali witers simply don't have it. And then there is the matter of not

having access to books and the latest literary trends. This is a
subjective opinion, but generally, there seems to a strong link between
good reading and good writing.

Gayatri Spivak and Edward Said have talked about the “Empire” and
the “Orient” writing back to the “West." Nepal may not have been colo-
nised, but we are enough of the world today, especially its voiceless,
underprivileged part, to need to make our voice heard, as other “Orientals”
(and Africans, South Americans, and Pacific Islanders) are doing.

q l # background. Unlike Samrat Upadhyay and Manjushree Thapa, most

BOOK REVIEW by CK LAL

Instant history for
the uninformed

Some, but not all, pulp fiction quickies
have a place in the grieving process.
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Printed on high-quality ar-paper,the book s chock-a-block with colour
phocgaphsofhe ecasedrply. Theres [oum[guldebﬂnkpmse laid

outinan casy-to-tead manner, Buc frankly, unl yfrom

d television for the last
becween the covers. The book lacks even the savinggrace of most pulp fictons:
unpudovmable adibily. isrshal g, buea diffcn kind of s

nothing new

alogehe.Ichl that high-| Jlecor's trash,
i bl fghtsof incybout
wm‘plmy lumsy writing, andshoddy o, by pandeing o he
aton bokine b oo
ofhistory. But they doperf ulfunction: quickies make us devourour
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Thatsaid, I must admit that ‘hxs book isauseful piece of instant history for

i ven though it sometimes

“Inordinary Dipendra
would have performed the lastrites of King Birendra” (p 46). Is that true? [fthar
iss0,thn the Royal Preceptor has clearly changed wadiional pracices.
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e readerwith ik
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“Kay Gardeko? : The Royal Massacre in Nepal, Prakash A Raj, Rupa and Co,
New Delhi, 2001, ISBN 81-7167-571.9, 111pp, all colour, Rs 200.
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ABOUT TOWN

MOVIES
00 Nepali and Hindi movies online ticket booking at www.nepalshop.com

EATING OUT

00 Regal Specialities of Nepal Chef Govind KC's take on Nepal's culinary

heritage, with Nepali cultural programme. Until 15 September. Himalchuli

Restaurant, Soaltee Crown Plaza. 273999

00 Patan Museum Café Mixed menu, garden seating. Lunch only, 11am- 3

2pm. 25 percent off with Summit Card. 526271

00 Friday Night Sekuwa (BBQ) ~Appetisers, momos, salad, main courses

and desserts, one complimentary beer. Rs 699 per head. Throughout the

monsoon at Dwarika's Hotel. 479488

00 Saturday lunch at Restaurant Kantipur, Club Himalaya, Nagarkot. BBQ

buffet Rs 500 per head. 410432, 414432

00 Sandwiches Over the Rainbow American Diner with Fifth Avenue sandwiches, full meals at
backpacker prices. Opposite Pilgrims Book House, Thamel. 42651

00 Juicy steaks, chilled beer , Mexican cuisine, great breakfasts, sports bar. All week long. Live
band Wednesday, Sunday evenings 6.30-10.00. K-too! Beer & Steakhouse, Thamel. 433043
00 Dinner and concert Dine with Nepali singers Sapna Shree Pariyar and Suresh Manandhar.
8pm-11pm, except Tuesdays. Far Pavilion, The Everest Hotel. 488100

Mmusic

00 Great coffee, live music by the Heartbreakers. All September Fridays (7pm-10pm) and Sun-
days (6pm-9pm). Himalayan Java, Thamel. 416692

00 Weekends at The Jazz Bar The Jazz Commission on Thursdays, Chris Masand's Latin band
on Fridays and on Saturdays An Fainne. 7pm onwards. Shangri-La Hotel

00 Live Acoustic Music  Dinesh Rai and Deependra every Friday at the Himalatte Café. 9pm
491234

00 DJ Neill Live Bands Every Friday and weekends. Daily happy hour. Rox Bar. Hyatt Regency.
6pm—9pm. 491234

00 Cadenza Saturday evening live jazz at Upstairs, Lazimpat. 7.30pm-10pm. Rs 200

EVENTS

00 Contemporary jazz dance classes by Meghna Thapa. At Alliance Francaise Sundays and
Tuesdays 4.30pm-6.30pm, 241163, 242832. At Banu's, Kamal Pokhari, Wednesdays 6.30pm-8pm,
Saturdays 1.30pm, 434024, 434830

00 World Tourism Day Bike Relay Biking relays in teams starting from Tridevi Marg, Thamel. Free
for all. 27 September. Call Himalayan Mountain Bike 437437 for more details.

GETAWAYS
00 September at Shangri-La Swimming and lunch for Rs 600, earn Rs 300. Hotel Shangri-La.
412999

00 Dwarika's two for one package Two nights accommodation plus afternoon tea, dinner,
breakfasts, massage. Cost per couple US$155nett. Offer valid fill end of September. Dwarika's
Hotel. 479488

00 Chiso Chiso Hawama Summer B&B package for Nepalis and expatriates.
Rs 1,250 per head. Club Himalaya Nagarkot Resort. 410432, 414432

00 Nagarkot Escape Weekends in cottages, views of the Himalayas, valleys
and forests. Special rates for Nepalis and resident expatriates. Hotel Keyman
Chautari. keyman@wlink.com.np 436850

el -
L2
EXHIBITION ."-
00 Charcoal drawings by Chungpo Tsering .
daily. Indigo Gallery, Naxal. 413580
00 Paintings and sculptures by Batsa Gopal Vaidya and Shashi Shah. 14 September-17 October,
11am-6pm. 411122 Siddhartha Art Gallery, Baber Mahal Revisited. 411122

14-24 September, 8am-6pm

TALK
00 Tiger Conservation Nanda SJB Rana and Dr Latika Rana, British embassy Hall,
Lainchaur. Friday, 14 September, 6pm. Organised by the Nepal Britain Society.

MARTIN CHAUTARI

00 Current Nepali Politics  Pandit: Prof. Dhruba Kumar, CNAS, Kirtipur. Tuesday, 18 Septem-
ber, 5.30 pm, Martin Chautari, Thapathali. For directions ring or email 256239,
chautari@mos.com.np. Open to all. Unless otherwise noted, presentations are in Nepali.

For incusion in the lsting send information to editors@nepalitmes.com

NEPALI WEATHER

by NGAMINDRA DAHAL

More rain, as the satellite picture suggests, with its mass of
clouds sweeping across the Bay of Bengal and towards the
eastern Himalaya. The low-pressure trough that hangs over the
Indo-Gangetic plain for most of the monsoon is weakening and
# moving towards Pakistan, but itis still linked to the low pressure
on the coast along the Bay of Bengal. The result is a trough
line, also visible on the picture, which will bring mild rain to
much of the country. And then, the monsoon will finally retreat
for the year. And this means that the mercury, which dipped by
four degrees this past week, will once again rise during the day
when the rain starts tapering off.

KATHMANDU VALLEY
Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue
2619 26-19 26-18

2628 27-19

YAK YETI YAK

by MIKU

House to rent, Nepalgunj _ Beautiful spacious
house, centre of town. Four bed, three bath,
living, dining, servants’ quarters, well-
maintained garden, ample parking, generator,
telephone. Previously occupied by GTZ.
Available immediately. Ring Vinay
98102-4192.

Gourmet weekend for Nepalis and
expatriates Naked Chef, Nagarkot, B&B, three-
course international gourmet dinner, transport
both ways—Rs 1100. 417386, 680115

The way to Mexico s too far. Botega
Restaurant and Tequila Bar is near Thamel
Chowk. 266433. 15 percent off-season
discount.

The Borderlands Resort  For canyoning,
rafting, trekking at Tibet borders, Professional
Development Program, Leadership Courses
and many more. 425836/425894.
info@borderlandresorts.com.
www.borderlandresorts.com.

K-Too! Beer and Steakhouse not the
“longest”, “highest”, “first" or any other
superlative. Just a relaxed, easy-going bar
and restaurant with the coldest beer and
juiciest steaks this side of the moon. By the

Kathmandu Guest House. 433043

HMB Mountain Biking  Have your bike
serviced or repaired by HMB's Professional
Mechanics at the HMB Workshop. Riding
gear, accessories and parts available.
Second hand bikes bought/sold/hired. New
and reconditioned mountain bikes for sale.
Himalayan Mountain Bikes—Tours and
Expeditions. 437437.
www.bikingnepal.com.

Best Room in Thamel  Long-term only.
Private terrace, bath, double-bed, wardrobe,
shelves. Quiet, private, and a great view.
USS$5 per day. Contact John 548119.

Home Line Creations  For exclusive home
décor, gifts, decorative accessories, ceram-
ics, wrought iron, brilliant imported fabrics
and table tops. Add colour to your life.
Exclusive showroom: opp. Tri-Chandra
College, Darbar Marg. 222482

Reflexology Professional US-, Europe-
trained naturopath, therapist. Improve your
blood circulation, energy flow. Perfect
preventive therapy and also for specific
ailments. 413774 (11am-5pm) or email
buddhasfeet@about.com.

For insertions ring NT Marketing at 543333-36.
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Get ready for the pigeon invasion.
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AAYO GORKHALI!: Chefs at the Hyatt, ready for the annual British
Gurkha Ball. The Regency Ballroom iseady too, complete wich Union
Jack-theme upholstery. Saturday, 8 Seprember.

Club Himalaya
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Shiba’s healing touch

hat Shiba Sharma
W has done for her
village of Sisaniya in

Dang district cannot be
measured in dollars and
cents. Being a trained nurse
has helped this elected
village leader come up with
different priorities. While
VDC chairmen in other
villages would go for roads
and bridges, Shiba's
concerns are day-care
centres, immunisation
programmes for children, or
spreading awareness to pig
farmers to control the
spread of a deadly encepha-
litis epidemic.

Shiba’s medical back-
ground makes her passion-
ate about raising the health
standards of women and
children in this village on the
East-West highway. And she
strongly believes that the
first line of defence against
communicable diseases is
proper information on
prevention. Her community
has just finished a cam-

paign to get every villager to
construct latrines. Then Shiba
got a bright idea: why let the
waste go waste? So she has
got her own biogas plant at
home hooked up to the latrine
so that there is more gas
production. Following her
example, other village families
are following suit. This has
reduced their dependence on
the surrounding forests, and
the trees have started growing
back.

Shiba finds it much easier
to convince the women in her
village about health matters:
“Women are naturally much
more effective in spreading
awareness, they take the
message to their children
and to their husbands.”

The other aim of this
energetic leader is to
build enough schools
and upgrade the quality
of the education so that
children grow up with
knowledge that is more
relevant to their daily
lives. “Educa-

tion is no good if you are
just cramming all the time
from text books to pass
exams,” she says. Shiba is
often called on to deliver
babies, treat children, and
even make house calls to
tend sick water buffaloes.

With local elections due
next year, Shiba is not sure
she wants to stand again
from her Marxist-Leninist
party. “There are some
things you can't do as a
VDC chairperson that you
can do as a political activ-
ist,” she says. Like contest-
ing a member of parliament
seat, maybe? [
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