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RAJENDRA DAHAL
heMaoist politburo ismeeting this
week nearNaxalbari in India to
decide on theundergroundparty�s

agenda for the third round of peace talks. In
Kathmandu, theNepaliCongress (NC)
government is doing the same inparty
huddles andwith theparliamentary
opposition.

Although there has been a lot of
hardline rhetoric, neither sidewants to

discontinue the talkswhich is expected in
the next few days. The next round has to go
into the core issue of what theMaoists are
finally willing to settle for after six years of
war and 2,000Nepalis killed. The top
Maoist leadership is nowhemmed inby
domestic, regional and international factors:
� Public opinion against threats, intimida-
tion and extortion
� This weekUS Secretary of State Colin
Powell labelled all groups using violence
against legitimate governments terrorists
� Then Indian foreignminister Jaswant
Singhmade anunprecedenteddenounce-
mentof Nepal�sMaoists
� The royal palace and army talk tough
TheMaoist leadership also faces pressure
from local commanders beginning to
disobey them.Many local cadre are acting
on their own, in some cases giving the
revolution a dangerous communal tint.
Senior leaders now need an exit strategy
which will be acceptable to the
government, and also satisfy those lower
down the ladder. This is a critical
compromise that will be the main
challenge for Comrades Prachanda and
BaburamBhatarai.

The government can�t put theMaoist
leadership toomuch in a spot, otherwise a
hardline factionwill split off andhead for
the hills again. PrimeMinister Sher
BahadurDeuba, after bringing thenegotia-
tions this far is now also facing open
dissatisfaction fromwithinhis ownparty
and the palace. Both think he has given in
toomuch toMaoist demands.

KingGyanendra expresseddispleasure
last week in a conversationwithNC leader
RamChandra Poudel about politicians
not standing up against the Maoists� anti-
monarchy stance.Then, in anunprec-
edentedmove, theDefenceMinistry
warnedMaoists last Friday against inciting
the public against themonarchy. Senior
ministers in theDeuba cabinet said they
were �shocked� by the statement, which
shouldnormally have come from theHome
Ministry.Oneminister told us: �The palace
has nowdone aU-turn on theMaoists.�

An all-partymeeting inBaluwatar on
Monday eveningdesigned to prepare for the
third round ended in disarray.There is
increasing dissatisfactionwithwhat is seen
as the primeminister�s secretiveways in
dealingwith theMaoists, and his perceived
leniency towards them.Not everyone is

Round 3
At least they are just quarrelling and not killing each other.

Missing in actionWeekly Internet Poll  #2

Editorial p. 2
PeacebyDasain
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BINOD BHATTARAI IN GENEVA
Two names top the list of those missing since the start of the Maoist “people’s
war”. Dev Raj Joshi, former Nepali Congress MP from Bajura may have
already been killed after being abducted by Maoists in early July. Danda Pani
Neupane is the most prominent missing Maoist. He disappeared in May 1999,
and the government says Neupane is not on its list of people detailed or killed.

As the third round of talks get underway, both sides are demanding the release
of prisoners and information on the missing. The government wants the Maoists to
release 189 people, including 69 policemen.  The Maoists want to know where their
own 69 missing comrades are as a precondition to further dialogue.

The human rights organisation INSEC says Maoists have abducted 547 people
so far of which 107 are still missing and government has taken 227. The wherea-

bouts of 130 are still unknown. There’s someone else who is keeping count: the
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) in Geneva. Spokesman
Darcy Christen told us his numbers are similar, adding: “It is a complicated
issue and has to be addressed immediately if you are to be in a position to
have credible talks.”

So, either the possible killings have to be admitted (and regretted) by
both sides, or the whereabouts of those still missing made public.
“There are people we have not seen on our subsequent visits,”
Christen added. “It will be a political decision for Kathmandu to say
what happened to them.” Maoists have a greater responsibility
since they have said they respect the Geneva Conventions.

ICRC delegations have been visiting Nepali prisons since late
1998. Although they have no access to Maoist detention camps, the
rebels have not disrupted their work. ICRC says its priority is to visit
those under Maoist detention.

The ICRC has been trying to set up an
office in Nepal since 1998 but does not have a
“headquarters agreement” with government

yet. Sources in the foreign ministry admit there
have been delays and say that’s because of “administrative

problems.” Unofficially, one reason for the delay was letting ICRC in
would mean recognising the Maoist internal conflict. The official line

until some months ago was that this was a “law and order problem”.
“We have expertise in tracing people but are not into mediation,” says

Jean Jacques Bovay, head delegate of ICRC in Nepal. The ICRC also offered
to play the role of a neutral intermediary, but the government opted for Nepali
human rights “facilitators.” ICRC’s role in Nepal will become more important in

the coming days, especially if the talks break down and the conflict escalates.
It would then be providing medical help to the injured on both sides. And

that can only happen if its official status is clarified, which could happen as
early as next week, a foreign ministry source told us. �
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convinced theMaoists are
negotiating in good faith.One
minister admitted: �The
prospect of coming out into
parliamentary politics does not
explain theMaoists� readiness
for talks. They are arming and
regrouping, andwe�d better be
prepared.�

ETHNIC EDGE
As the political struggle of the
Maoist revolution recedes, the
government is getting sinister indications
from some areas of a newcommunal edge.
After the trucewent into effect, there have
been incidentswhere localMaoists cadre
have desecratedHindu temples, slaugh-
tered cows, and in the tarai triggered a
dangerous polarisationwith themadhesis.
Thebahun-dominatedMaoist leadership
now faces a stark choice: sell a political
solution to itsownfollowers,or resumethe
armedstruggle. If theMaoistsgofora
political solution,disgruntledMaoistmilitia
caneasilybeassimilated into thepoliceor
army.

Prospects of reaching a viable agree-
ment through the present negotiation
process looks dim, but neither the
government nor theMaoists can afford to
disavow talks. Even if the present talks fail
and there is a return to fighting, both sides
will soonhave to return to meaningful
negotiations. The present process has
been stymiedbydead-enddemands
from theMaoists for a republic and
scrapping the constitution. Except
for these two,most other issues on
theMaoist agenda are negotiable
and there ismulti-partisan
consensus on them.

If theMaoists come upwith
concrete anddramatic concessions
during the third round, there is still a
chance that the present process can
be salvaged.Otherwise, it is back to
war. And this time, it will be different:
the armywill be in the fray, both sides
will use heavier automaticweapons.

TheMaoists need a soft landing, a
cushionwhich they don�t at present
have. It�s up to the parliamentary
parties to provide them that. Their�s
is a political cause, not an ethnic or
separatist war. Theway out is public
debate andnegotiation. �
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THE EAGLE IS WOUNDED
C K Lal has it all wrong in “The
eagle is wounded” (#61).
Saying that President George
W Bush and his advisors have
not understood the enormity of
the shock and horror among
the people in America and all
over the world! That “nearly
four-fifth of humanity” think
that America stands for what
is evil in this world! That the
carnage of September 11 was
not an act of terror! That
“warmongers” in Washington
and London are trivialising the
impact of this human catastro-
phe! That President Bush’s “we
are at war” declaration
resounds with false bravado!
Comparing this incident with a
movie!  Justifying such a
horrendous act and glorifying
those who were responsible
for it! The respected and
thoughtful journalist that he is,
it doesn’t look as if Mr Lal
wrote this piece himself.
Does he have a ghost-
writer, or does he have a
grudge against the
United States, its
policies, its people and
what it stands for?

Dr Roop Jyoti
MP, Upper

House

I agree with CK Lal’s
“The Eagle is
wounded” (#61). How
meek our South Asian
leaders have proved
themselves to be by
aligning themselves
with Americans at the
wrong time for all the

wrong reasons, while leaving our
neighbour to die by the same
hands that have been slapping
them for years. Today Afghani-
stan, that also without any
tangible proof, tomorrow who..?

Ravi Tandukar
by email

CK Lal in “The eagle is wounded”
misunderstands the whole point of
Americans calling the attacks an
act of war. When adjectives in the
English vocabulary fail to describe
the horror of the crime what else
can you call it?

“Sajju”
Pennsylvania, USA

CK Lal calls Samuel Huntington’s
theory of “clash of civilizations”
racist. Followers of different
religions or belonging to a civiliza-
tion are not confined to a particu-
lar racial or ethnic group. Just
goes to show Lal’s utter igno-
rance and his habit of making

sweeping generalisations.
Prakash A Raj

Kathmandu

I am concerned that if/when
the US launches a ground

assault on the Taliban,

Gurkhas might be made to revisit
their old battle theatre of Afghani-
stan as part of a British contin-
gent. The presence of Gurkhas in
Afghanistan might attract
unwanted attention towards
Nepal. It is high time that both
Britain and India acknowledged
and respected Nepal’s geopoliti-
cal compulsions vis-a-vis
Gurkhas.

Ram Limbu
Manly, Australia

Part of the fun of reading CK Lal
each week is trying to guess
where his keen and unpredict-
able mind will land on any given
issue. But this week, add me to
the long and distinguished list of
those who Honourable Lal has
angered at least once. The
world’s relationship with America
is complex, but the vast majority
of people everywhere do not
hate us arrogant cowboys
enough to commit or condone
civilian terror attacks. Lal says “it
is impossible to take a moral high
ground against those who
willingly eliminate themselves for
their faith”. I disagree. It may be
impossible to stop violent acts by
supremely motivated people,
whether their motivation is faith
or something else.  But it is
possible and indeed necessary to
denounce mass murder what-
ever the motivation. There are
many mistakes America needs to
ponder. But forbearance to the
point of leaving these criminals at
leisure to strike again would be
folly, not only for America but for
the world.

John Child
by email

he cloud of confusion settling on the
top tier of our political class has
thickened considerably in recent

weeks. Aday after pointedly accusing
Narayanhity andNewDelhi darbars of
fomenting theMaoist rebellion,Nepali
Congress presidentGirija PrasadKoirala
clarifies that what he actuallymeantwas
that he ismystified aboutwho really is
behind the six-year-old insurgency.UML
leaderMadhavKumarNepal,whohas
generally stood by his sighting of a
Narayanhity-NepaliCongress-NewDelhi
tripod onwhich theMaoists stand, is
flummoxedby thecommunicationgap
betweenKoirala andPrimeMinister Sher
BahadurDeuba on the parameters of the
government-Maoist peace talks. (In
retrospect, it turns out that Koirala was
unfairly criticised for his adamant one-man-
two-posts stance.)

by PUSKAR BHUSALSOMEWHERE IN NEPAL

Every political group seems bewildered right now, but there is an
evolving consensus: democracy may have to be destroyed to be saved.

Contrived confusion
TheMaoists, already confoundedby

spontaneous outbreaks of popular resist-
ance in somedistricts and rumbles of
recalcitrancewithin their ranks, are in a
quandary overwhether to joinmainstream
politics before things get anyworse or to
continue their campaignof violence and
intimidation at a timewhen SouthAsia is
becoming themain battlefield of theUS-led
globalwar on terrorism.

TheDeubagovernment,which seemed
to be fully focused on its priorities even
before being sworn in, is now caught in the
web of its own concessions. It imposes a
banon, amongother

things, extortion, coercion andvandalism�
which everybody thoughtwereeternal
criminaloffences�foramonth,onlytolift it
threedays later,ostensibly to save the faltering
peace talks.ThedozensofMaoist activists
freedfromprisonasagestureofgovernment
goodwill geta freerhandtoraise funds to
facilitate theirpartofpeacemaking.The
UMLandthebreakawayML,evidently
sensingthat thetidemightbebeginningto
turnagainst theMaoists, remindustheyhave
notruledoutreunification.Theyagreeto
rejectkeypoliticaldemandsof theMaoists as
outofstepwithNepal�shistoryandgeography
butstill can�t findmutuallyacceptable
adjectivestoqualifytheconverging
internationalpoliciesof theUnited

StatesandIndia. Itchingforsome
actionafter thepeace talks shoved
themtothesidelines, the
Maoists� studentsurrogates
decidetoprotestagainstarmy-
police raidsonsomecollege
campusesbyforcing
schoolchildrentotakea
five-dayvacation.Young
radicals inspiredbythe
ruthlessvisionofthe
GreatHelmsmantorch

a fewschoolvehicles to
provetheircapabilityof

actingontheir fieryrhetoric,
beforewithdrawingtheclosurecall

hours later.With thekids�plans for
theextendedweekendspoiledat such

shortnotice, theMaoistsendupalienatinga
vastpoolofpotentialvoters.

Although they hate admitting it, every
political group seems to be basking in this
biosphere of bafflement. After his push to
please and appease everybody in the land-
reformprogrammebackfired,Deubahas
reverted to his one-point agenda of
concluding a peace deal with theMaoists,
threatening to resign if he failed. But the
primeminister�s single-mindeddevotion to
the cause of peacemayno longer be enough
to help himpostpone the painful task of
phase-wise cabinet expansions he had
privately pledged to keep his flock together.

After the Silguri conclave formalised the
foreign connections of theMaoist leader-
ship, theUMLhas stepped up its offensive
on the rebels in public. Privately, however,
UML leaders know they need to keep alive
an emasculatedMaoistmovement outside
the electoral process as a fallback position
for the day they became tired of sitting on
the fence.Meanwhile, remnants of the
ancien regime inparliament andoutside are
happy towear thatwe-told-you-so frown
every time they see a surge of street fury
against the sordid state of the nation. The
people, fed on allegations that themonar-
chy is abetting a rebelmovementwhich has
publicly vowed to replace it with a commu-
nist republic, are braving this befuddlement
with their familiarmix of fatalism, forbear-
ance and frustration.

However, there is actually little reason
to lose heart. Amid themist, there are clear
signs of an evolvingnational consensus on
the need to destroy democracy in order to
save it. Themainstreampolitical parties

T
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have been plotting a plan from the early
months ofKoirala�s first tenure as
premier.After the hungparliament of
1994kept everyone in suspended
animation, theMaoists thought the
demolition project could be completed
faster through armed action. As late and
ambivalent adherents of non-military
methods of destruction, the rebelsmay
seem to be a little raw and rough.
However, theyhave demonstrated
sufficientmaturity in feeling the pulse of
an infant democracy that has been in
mortal danger since its rebirth in 1990.
The surfeit of semantic stupefaction in
theMaoists� speech is carefully scripted
to facilitate a candid exchange of ideas.

WhenMaoist ideologueBaburam
Bhattarai castigates the current polity for
abandoning themajority of the people to
repeatedly �electing their own tormentors
and exploiters to rule over them for a
fixed period,� he draws attention.When
he asserts that his party would allow a
multiparty political system thatwould
include parties of the �most advanced
proletarian class,� he provides enough
conceptual elasticity for cerebral experi-
ments of all kinds. It�s easy tomistake the
insurgents� insistence on the need to
institutionaliseNepal�s embryonic
republic for ideological incoherence.
What the demand actually does is provide
enough legroom for everybody to reach
his or her own conclusions on the trek
towards a newbeginning. It�s not difficult
to understandwhy everyone, from fiercely
nationalist royalists to disloyal rabble-
rouserswhowant to dissolve the kingdom
into the republic down south, is frolicking
in the fog ofMaoist phraseology. �
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P peacekeeping duties abroad.
Unfortunately, the government

doesn�t seem to have learnt that primary
lesson of carnage inDunai exactly a year
ago.Hundreds of guerrillas stormed the
district headquarters ofDolpa on 25
September 2001.As soldierswatched from
nearby barracks14policemenwere killed,
41otherswounded, 12 abducted and
Rs50million looted fromabank. For
thosewhowitnessedDunai, the later
humiliation inHoleri came as no surprise.

That iswhy onSaturdaywhen the
Ministry ofDefence suddenlywarned that
it would not sit idly by if the sanctity of
constitutionalmonarchy is ridiculed
publicly it soundedmore sinister than
sensible. That is supposed to be the job of
the police, and the army is expected to
assist it if needed. The army asserting itself
in routine political affairs of the country
sent all thewrong signals.

One year afterDunai, theMaoists are
now engaged in talks. Some of their
leaders are above ground. But facedwith
growingpublic backlash, their supply-lines
throttled from the south,Maoists are in
uncertain terrain. Increasingly on the
defensive, they are now lashing out like
cornered cats. On the anniversary of the
carnage in Dunai, let us hope that the
government realises the need of
revitalising a force that has lost its will
to fight terrorism. Restoring peace is
what we owe the 2,000 Nepalis who
have been killed in this senseless war.
And to keep that peace, we need a
strong andmotivated police force that
takes itsmotto (�Truth, Service and
Security�) seriously. �

assing into post-traumatic stress, the
United States of America has fallen
for the copingmechanismofwaging

war on an enemywhose threat it has
massivelymagnified. Itsmilitarybuildup in
theGulf andCentral Asia portends the
mother of all battles. But all this sabre-
rattling seems aimedmore at a domestic
audience than theAlQaida fugitives of
OsamabinLaden last seen inAfghanistan.

Nonation, not even a superpower or a
military alliance likeNATOcan guarantee
peace in aworld plagued by increasing
inequality and a vicious cycle of poverty,
exploitation and injustice. The sole
superpower of the globemayhave reduced
theUnitedNations to the level of a
�supra-national relief agency� as an
American scholar put it disparagingly, but
it still is the last hope of turning theworld
into a community of nations.

What is true of relationship between
nations is equally valid for interdependence
betweendifferent communitieswithin a
state.Themoment a single community, or
an alliance of dominant communities,
decides to perpetuate the hold on power
then the seeds of sedition are sown. In a
functioning democracy, the state is
expected tomediate in the conflict of
interest between communities that have
contradictory aspirations anddiffering
grievances. Themoment a state stops
discharging that functionofmediation, it
ceases to command respect, andultimately
starts to lose its relevance altogether.

When the state becomes soft and
ineffective, the powerful shut themselves
inside fortresses. Theweak, on the other
hand, grow increasingly desperate and stop

respecting life. Terrorism in such an
asymmetrical struggle becomes inevitable.
Terror, as study after study everywhere has
shown, is theweapon of last resort for
thosewho feel that they have been denied
justice. In every society, there always is a
culturally deprived and inarticulate group
of people who resort to violence to express
their grievances.

The only long-termantidote to
terrorism is to ensure justice in society.
After all, the history of human civilisation
is nothing but a chronicle of the search for
justice. All wars between �the good and
the evil� have been manifestations of the
pursuit of a higher goal�establishment
of a humane and just social order in
the world.

Pursuit of justice is not justmoral, it is
also practical. The way a society treats its
weak is the only truemeasure of its
civilisation, andnothing frightens away
investment and trade as swiftly as a state
that cannot deliver justice to the ag-
grieved.Asmuch as themoral obligation
of ensuring social justice, nations need the
badge of the rule of law.

The police is the social institution that
helps implement laws to safeguard justice.
Whether it is to get people off a burning
skyscraper inManhattan or to control
anti-Maoistmobs inBiruwagadhi, Parsa,
policemen are usually the first representa-
tives of the state to arrive at a scene of
carnage or conflict.Officers of theRoyal
Nepal Army love to pour scorn on their
brethren in blue, but they fail to realise
that if it were not for theNepal Police,
ourmen in greenwouldn�t have been able
to devote themselves completely to

by CK LALSTATE OF THE STATE

A year after Dunai
Nations need armies to go to war. But in peacetime, they need
a strong and motivated police force.

TURN, TURN, TURN
History is an endless cycle. Countries suffer untold turmoil, and
return to where they started to find that all the death and destruction
was in vain. Look at Afghanistan. Thirty years after hounding out their
king, dabbling in communism, being torn asunder by an ethnic
fratricidal war, and now ruled by one of the most obscurantist re-
gimes on earth, it may be King Zahir Shah who will have to rescue
Afghan unity and nationalism. Moral of the story: you don’t know what
you have until you lose it.

Back at home, we are not quite sure what is driving the Maoists’
anti-monarchy agenda. But suddenly, the comrades aren’t that hot
about a republic anymore. Their original desire to set up a Peoples’
Republic of Nepal gave way to the demand for a “bourgeois republic”
and then “an institutional development towards a republic”. Fair
enough. Every king, queen or sheikh is a tradeoff between the feudal
hangover of hereditary rulers and with the need for a state icon that
gives historical continuity to nationhood. Prevailing conditions at
different times will determine public opinion about whether the trade-
off is worth it.

Norway just went through one: the crown prince married a commoner
who is an ex-drug addict and a single mother. The media said the
monarchy had outlived its usefulness. The same week in Sweden, King
Carl Gustaf had a strawberry tart thrown on his face by a teenager as he
inaugurated a recreation centre. Danes are fonder of their royalty, but in
Norway public support is down to below 60 percent. The monarchy vs
republic debate will go on.

It will be the same here. The birth of our nation is inextricably
linked to the ruling dynasty. Modern Nepal with its multi-ethnic, multi-
lingual and multi-religious tapestry has few other symbols to cement
itself into a nation state. Our kingdom and kingship were bruised and
dented by the royal massacre, but the public’s regard for the monar-
chy has withstood this test. Many Nepalis still don’t believe the official
version of the events of 1 June 2001, but they have decided to move
on for now. They cope by disassociating the persona of the monarch
from their predisposition for a monarchy.

Let’s learn from Thailand. As long as we keep politics out of this
national symbol and as long as the monarchy keeps itself above
politics, it should be fine.

PEACE BY DASAIN
The bell has now rung for Round Three. Negotiators are being
readied for talks again. The two sides used the previous rounds to
size each other up, and to send the war-weary Nepali public a mes-
sage that they were serious about talks. The public wants to believe
them. All indications are that the Maoists are trapped between the
internal consequences of what they have unleashed, and the need to
press the eject button.

It is a lesson in how to unravel a revolution. From the Maoists’
point of view, things were going very well till recently. The insurgency
had grown  phenomenally and spread to all parts of the country. Six
years and 2,000 lives later, they had advanced facing no resistance
from feckless and fractious parliamentary parties.

The maobadi became a household word spoken either in fear or
awe.  Then came the truce and talks in July. In a matter of weeks they
had squandered most of the gains of the past six years. When the
people discovered that the talks were an excuse for more aggressive
extortion, threats, kidnappings, and the forced closures of busi-
nesses, their support waned. Ordinary shopkeepers, subsistence
farmers and civil servants in the districts were now paying ransom.
School buses were burnt, and aboveground leaders gave fiery
speeches threatening to turn Narayanhiti into the Pentagon. Then, the
desecration of temples, the forced feeding of beef, and the attacks on
tarai farmers. There was now very little difference between the
Maobadi and the Buddha-demolishing Taliban.

The Maoist leadership is distancing itself from this behaviour,
even apologising, but the statements have been too little too late. The
danger in all this is that once the revolution loses its political edge,
grassroots warlords bored with the truce will unleash communally-
tinged attacks to light ethnic fires in the hills and the tarai.

It is vital for the third round to go into substantive discussions to
give the Maoists a
face-saving way to
come out into the
mainstream. The
longer this drags on,
the greater the
chances that truce will
be broken. Let’s wrap
it up by Dasain, and
give the long-suffering
people of Nepal
something to finally
rejoice about this
festival season.
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High flyers
The Royal Nepal Army has a new force to take on—the Public
Accounts Committee (PAC), every time it wants to buy a
plane. The PAC recently gave the armed forces the green
signal to purchase two MI-17s, and is now perusing a
proposal to buy a French Super Puma the army requires for
head of state and VVIP flights.

But the committee isn’t pleased. It recently pointed out that
although the Ministry of Defence (MoD) was empowered by
cabinet to decide on whether it needed the Super Puma or not, before placing the order the MoD had to get
the approval of the Ministry of Finance, according to the 1999 Financial Administration Regulations. The
PAC was called in because the defence ministry had not followed procedure.

The brand new Super Puma AS 332 L1 the army plans to buy from the French Euro-copter Company
Sofema costs Rs 870 million. The army’s old Super Puma, also used to transport the head of state and
VVIPs, is more than 15 years old and considered technically unsafe to fly. Army officials say overhauling
and upgrading the engine would cost a lot more—while still leaving the safety of the chopper in doubt.
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The spirit of revolution
Nepal’s Revolutionary women are running short on patience. Manu Humagai of the Maoist-affiliated All
Nepal Women’s Association (Revolutionary), warned that her group will “strike hard” if the government
cannot efficiently implement measures to control the sale of alcohol as it promised last month.

On 25 August the government bowed to ANWA (R) demands to implement stricter controls on the trade
by 1 October. The measures include allowing the sale of alcohol for only four hours in the afternoon, a ban
on the sale of alcohol for four days every month, and another on the retailing of alcohol near temples and
schools. The government had also agreed to allow only two alcohol outlets per Village Development
Committee (VDC) area, one outlet in each municipality ward, three outlets only per ward of a sub-metro-
politan zone and four outlets each in wards of a metropolitan zone.
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Sad SAF
The ninth SAF Games scheduled to be held between 6-15
October in the Pakistani capital Islamabad have been post-
poned indefinitely due to fears of imminent strikes in neigh-
bouring Afghanistan by the US and its allies. Nepali athletes
had for the past month been making use of the Rs 14.12 million
allocated by the Nepal Sports Council to participate in closed
training camps here and abroad. Binod Shanker Palikhe, member-secretary of the Council, has asked the
disappointed athletes to keep training. The closed camps themselves started late, mainly because the NSC
had been mired in controversy over the allocation of funds.

that toowas silentonwho is allowed
tobeaprescriber, allowingmore
unqualifiedpeopletakeadvantage of
the confusion. Peoplewith as
limited education as a two-week
training inpharmacymanagement
are acting as prescribers in commu-
nity drug stores. And since the
dispensing of pills and injections is
considered a sign of competence,
doctors, pharmacists andunquali-
fied quacks alikeprescribecopious
quantitiesofdrugs.Anurbanlegend
has it thatNepalis,with their
propensityfordrug-taking,havethe
mostexpensiveurine intheworld,
packedas it iswithantibiotics.

�Asmanyas90percentof the
people in charge of dispensing
medication cannot read the labels
attached to packets,� says
BalkrishnaKhakurel of the
DepartmentofDrugAdministra-
tion (DDA) andpresident of the
Nepal PharmaceuticalAssociation.
Themanagementofourdrug
regimens verges on the criminal
sometimes�qualifiedpeopleoften
�rent� their certificates for a
monthly fee to pharmacies that
want towoo patients.

ALL ABOUT CASHALL ABOUT CASHALL ABOUT CASHALL ABOUT CASHALL ABOUT CASH
Intheabsenceofregulatorybodies
thatoverseeprescriptiondrugs, fly-by-
nightpharmaceuticalunitsarecoming
upbecause theNepalipeoplewill
take,quite literally,anything,and
everyailment�nomatterhow
minor�isdeemedtorequire
medication.Drugmanufacturersand
tradersengageincut-throatcompeti-
tiontomakeprofits.Theinefficiency
oftheDDAandtheRoyalDrug
Laboratoryinmonitoringdrugquality
andtheir lackoftrainedmanpower
mean thatmanufacturers and
traders can cut costs everywhich
way. Pharmaceuticals are hot

businessnow�manufacturers and
traders canmake asmuch as a 60
percent profit on somedrugs.The
profitmarginmaintainedby
pharmaceutical outlets regularly
breaches the ceiling fixed by the
DDA,which allowsonly16percent
profit for retailers, 10 percent for
wholesalers and six percent for
importers.Traders themselves
admit quite frankly that they have a
110percentmargin on the sale of
substandard and fakemedicine.

Up to 15 percent of the
medicines on sale inKathmanduare
estimated to be substandard. Last
year the government issued a notice
to national drug producers to
acquire aGoodManufacturing
Practices (GMP) certificatewithin
three years to be allowed to put
their products on themarket.
However, no such requirement is

imposedon international
manufacturers,whohave83
percent of themedicinemarket in
Nepal.

Mostof this isavoidable�we
couldtakeacuefromBangladesh�s
MinimumDrugList,whichlisted
some100basicdrugs.Until
multinationalsgot intothegame,
thesewereproducedinthecountry
inoptimumamounts,theywereof
goodquality,genericandcheap.
Theresultwasatremendous
improvementinBangladesh�
shealthsystem.

Khakurel sumsup the
situation inNepal: �We are
victims of a systematic irrational-
ity in drugs use.� �

FROM TO SERVICES DEP.TIME ARR.TIME FARE US$

KATHMANDU POKHARA DAILY 07:30 02:30 10:00$

KATHMANDU POKHARA DAILY 08:30 03:30 10:00S

KATHMANDU CHITRASARI (CHITWAN) DAILY 08:30 02:00 8:00$

KATHMANDU SUNACHARI (CHITWAN) DAILY 08:30 02:30 8:00$

FROM TO SERVICES DEP.TIME ARR.TIME FARE US$

POKHARA KATHMANDU DAILY 07:30 02:30 10:00$

POKHARA KATHMANDU DAILY 08:30 03:30 10:00$

POKHARA CHITRASARI (CHITWAN) DAILY 08:30 02:30 8:00$

POKHARA SUNACHARI (CHITWAN) DAILY 08:30 02:30 8:00$

FROM TO SERVICES DEP.TIME ARR.TIME FARE US$

CHITRASARI (CHITWAN) KATHMANDU DAILY 10:00 03:30 8:00$

CHITRASARI (CHITWAN) POKHARA DAILY 10:00 03:30 8:00$

SUNACHARI (CHITWAN) KATHMANDU DAILY 09:30 03:30 8:00$

SUNACHARI (CHITWAN) POKHARA DAILY 09:30 03:30 8:00$

TOURS PVT.LTD
INTERCITY BUS SERVICES

SCHEDULE AND TARRIFFSCHEDULE AND TARRIFFSCHEDULE AND TARRIFFSCHEDULE AND TARRIFFSCHEDULE AND TARRIFF

GREENLINE PROVIDES THE FOLLOWING FACILITIES

� Deluxe (fully air-conditon) coaches.

� Standard coaches.

� REFRESHMENT will be served at Riverside
Spring Resort or Motel du Mungling
correspondig to the sector and timing.

� Private terminal building.

� Advanced booking system.

� Insurance coverage of Npr 500,000.00
per person.

TRIDEVIMARG, KATHMANDU, NEPAL P.O.BOX 1307 FAX 00971-253885 TEL/257544/253885
EMAIL:-greenline@unlimit.com URL:www.catmando.com/greenline

Effective from 15th of Sep. 2001
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by DANIEL LAKHERE AND THERE

ar is about destruction. The rhetoric that justifies war is usually
about value systems, preserving them,defending them, often
imposing them.But the real reason that nations, or groups of

people go towar, is to destroy the other side. There are no �limitedwars�.
Even if destruction is confined tomilitary targets, there has been total
destruction somewhere in the arena of battle. An innocent life is taken, a
piece of property or away of life belonging to a non-combatant destroyed
utterly. This is themain reason that theworld�s committed pacifists, those
with the bravery to stand up for their beliefs, whatever the cost, deplore
war. It is uncontrollable, once it starts, nomatter what the �Defence
Correspondents� tell you on television, or the generals affirmwith their
laser pointers in slickmedia briefings.

War is the abject failure of peaceful diplomacy, intelligence gathering,
negotiation and compromise. It is often the last resort of the bungling
politician, or the first choice of those who perceive themselves as tooweak
tomeet an enemyhalfway. Battles, evenwhen backed by a righteous
majority, destroymore than they achieve.War alonewill never solve a
problem.Often it will exacerbate it in the long term.Anyonewho thinks
the coming blitzkrieg on terror will put a stop to the vile tactics of killing
andmaiming the innocent hadbetter think again.

What is about to happen is�I fear�likely to throwup an army of new
recruits for the battalions of terror. There are vast feelings of alienation out
there, in every society on earth, that go to heinous extremes under untold
pressures. And it�s not hard to fall outside themainstream, not at all. The
menwhose caused aUnitedNations of innocent bloodshed on11Septem-
berwere, we�re told,middle class, fathers, husbands, people �like us�.How
could they do it?

The real enemy is exclusion

If there�s be a lesson, a result, a development that encourages and gives
hope to our children, perhaps it should a real commitment to find the
answer to that question. Is it too much to hope that the inevitable war
will have another side to it? That war on the battlefield, in the skies or
at sea, can be matched by soul searching among the citizens of the
FortunateWorld.

We�and I am, of course, one of them�need to spend the next year
or so agonising over everythingwehave, andwhether by having itwe
deny others.Wemust accept that awronged people�Americans and the
rest of us fromcountries that support the comingwar�needmore than
violence to purge theworld of terror.We need to address its causes, not
as an empty, political debate about whose side we�re on, but as an
admission that the real enemy is exclusion, not evil existing in a vacuum.
Weneed tomarshal battalions of sociologists, psychiatrists, anthropolo-
gists, even journalists. This needs to be part of a huge process of reaching
out to the dispossessed at home and abroad, The extremismbred by
exclusion is a festering symptomof trouble to come, not an evil to be
deplored in rhetoric, ignored in practise.

I still support theUnited States and all the others.While recognising
that there are reasons for the evil acts inNewYorkCity,Washington and
over Pennsylvania, I deplore to the depths ofmy soulwhat has happened.
But as a card-carryingmember of the only species of animal that seems to
believe in hope, I insist that we learn from all themistakes we can. If
some potential terrorist somewhere is deterred by high, efficient security,
if good law enforcement prevents a hijack or a bombing before innocent
blood is shed, if the anti-terror warriorsmanage to arrest and apply
justice and due process to those behind the attack onAmerica, then right
has triumphedoverwrong, goodover evil.

But more importantly, there will only be real victory, genuine
takbeer if no baby is ever again born surrounded by institutionalised
violence and fanaticism, in theMiddle East, Kashmir, Afghanistan,
Rwanda, Chechnya or even the Bronx. Or whatever local version of
them you would care to name. �

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

W Anyone who thinks the coming
blitzkrieg on terror will put a stop to
terrorism had better think again.
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HEMLATA RAI
wo things are likely to
happen to consumers of
pharmaceutical drugs in

Nepal: over-prescription andunder-
consumption.Howandwhen this
happensusually dependsonmore
than the just the health of your
body andwallet. The availability
andmarketability of drugs have a
greater role to play in our lives than
we couldhave imagined.

Hard statistics are difficult to
comebywhen looking into the
unwarrantedprescriptionof
pharmaceutical drugs, but public
healthworkers say the practice has
reached almost epidemic propor-
tions inNepal. Themain actors in
thewellness game�doctors,
manufacturer and traders, anddrug
administrators�all are equally to
blame for over-medicatingunsus-
pecting consumers. But because of

DDDDDrrrrruuuuugs ags ags ags ags abbbbbuuuuussssseeeee
In Nepal, you either get too much
medication or not enough. Prescribers
may be far from qualified, and drug
companies are cashing in.

inadequate laws, poormonitoring
mechanisms andunconcernon the
part of theDepartment ofDrug
Administration, nopart of the drug-
triangle is forced towatchwhere
it�s going. �It is this lopsided power
relation that puts consumers at
disadvantagedpositionwhile giving
immense power to prescribers,� said
SharadOnta, a public health expert
with thePublicHealthConcern
Trust (PHECT).

Nepali consumer rights
protection laws are feeble and
consumer rights campaigning is still
in its infancy.Only a few cases are
filed againstmedical practitioners
for negligence.And even this only
happenswhen themistake is of a
very largemagnitude and attracts
the attention and support of
activists.More often than not, such
lawsuits aremost strongly opposed
by the very agencies that aremeant

to ensuremedical practitioners
follow their code of ethics.

TOO LITTLETOO LITTLETOO LITTLETOO LITTLETOO LITTLE
Theproblembeginswithpublic
sector health care institutions,
which are basically victims of
government ineptitude.Here,
people suffer as a result of inad-
equate supplies, poor infrastructure
andhealthworkerswhoonly half
the law.Village-based health
workers are a neglected lot�they
are denied opportunities to upgrade
their skills and initiatives to
improve their service,whichmeans
they have little incentive to put
even the skills they have to the best
possible use. But the ultimate
sufferer in these places is the person
who is unwell�their ailments are
not properly diagnosed, and they
are oftenprovidedmedication that
is past its expiry date, was of poor

quality in the first place or has
actually lostmuch of its potency
due to inaccurate storage and
transportationmethods.

Or, theremaysimplynotbe
enoughmedicationtotreatpatients
effectively, especiallyathealthunits in
remoteplaces.Studytours to such
healthpostsoftenfindthatpatients
areprescribeddoses lower thanthat
recommendedbecausetheyarealso
undertremendouspressuretomanage
theinadequatedrugsupplieswithno
helpfromgovernmentoutlets.

Theseperipheralhealthworkers
arealsonotprotectedby lawsagainst
�inevitablemedicalaccidents.�The
internationalmedicalcodeprotects
healthworkers fromthe �accidental�
reactiontopenicillinGandVgroup
injection,whichcouldcausedeath.
Healthworkers inNepalarenotgiven
legalprotectionagainst thisandthe
governmentdoesnotprovidea
substitute for theantibiotic.Fearing
adversereactionstothedrug,many
healthposts refuse todisperse
penicillin, listedasanessentialdrug,
evenwhentheyhave it in stock.What
theydonotknowis that theoccur-
renceofdeathasa resultof anallergy
topenicillin isone in500,000anda
healthworkeradministratingthedrug
isnotsubjectedto legalpunishment
unlesswrongintentionisproved.Just
twoyearsago,ahealthassistant from
Charikotwas imprisonedbecausehe
hadadministeredpenicillintoa
patientwhosufferedanaphylactic
shockasa result anddied.

TOO MUCHTOO MUCHTOO MUCHTOO MUCHTOO MUCH
Thehealth serviceprivate sector
suffersfromtheoppositemalady�
over-prescriptionofmedicineand
over-useofotherhealth facilities.
Medicalprofessionalsandpatients
alikedon�tunderstandthedifferent
rolesofnursing,diagnostic,medical
andpharmaceutical services toowell,
andevenrelativelyminorillnesses
imposeaheavyeconomicburdenon
patientsandtheir familiesthrough
unnecessarytestsandmedication.

TheNepalimarket is flooded
withapproximately11,000brandsof
35nationaland700international
pharmaceuticalmanufacturers�
whichwhencomparedwiththe
populationputsNepalat thetopof
theheapwhen it comes topercapita
brandconsumption.Forinstance,
almostallprescriptionshandedout
here includeamultivitamintonic,
whichdevelopedcountriesadvise
against, sayingsuchtonicsdovirtually
nothingtoenchancethehealthof
peopleandsoisanunnecessary
economicburdentothepatients.
Over-prescriptionhasmoredangerous
consequencestoo�practitionershave
foundthatantibioticsare ineffective
to treat sexually transmitteddiseases
(STDs)amongNepaliadultsdueto
unscientificuseandover-use
throughouttheaverageurbanNepali�s
life.TheMinistryofHealthhas
decidedtofightfirewithfire�every
newSTDpatient isnowprescribeda
new,potentkindofantibiotic that
assumes thepatienthasalreadytaken

at leastonecourseof a similar
medicinewithoutconsultinga
specialist.

Developedcountries likethe
UnitedKingdomhavelawsthat
prohibitmanufacturersfrominvesting
morethan11percentof their
productioncosts inadvertising.But,
inIndia, themainsupplierof
pharmaceuticaldrugsinNepal,some
manufacturersspendupto36percent
toadvertise theirwares.Thishigh
investmentinpromotionhas
acceleratedadrive tocreate�brand
loyalty�amongmedicalpractition-
ers�just likeyouwouldwith
shampooornoodles.This is certainly
profitable formanufacturers and
traders and even the prescribers,
sometimes has the effect of nudging
medical practitioners to put self-
interest before thewell-being of
their patients.

Another factorwhich fuelsmis-
prescription is the ambiguity in
who is allowed to prescribe drugs in
the first place.On one hand the
government seems to recognise
health workers of all levels in all
different types of health care units
as eligible prescribers. TheNepal
MedicalCouncil (NMC)on the
other handonly recognises people
with the qualificationofMBBSand
higher as eligible prescribers. The
recently registeredHealthWorkers
Council has beendemanding that
health assistants and auxiliary
health workers alsobegiventhe
statusbytheNMC.TheNational
DrugPolicywasenactedin1995,but
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by SUDHINDRA SHARMACOMMENTARY

How indebted are we?
heAuditorGeneral,BishnuBahadur
KC, shockedmanywhenhe told a
TransparencyandDevelopmentAid

seminar twoweeks ago that theOffice of
theAuditorGeneral ofNepal does not
know the exact amountNepal owes to
multilateral lending agencies, andneither is
it aware of an amortisation payment
schedule. For a country that is overwhelm-
ingly aid dependentwith over 65percent of
thedevelopment expenditures coming in
the formof grants and loan, this statement
by theAuditorGeneral is revealing indeed.
This was not the first time a public figure,
in this case of the stature of the Auditor
General, came out publicly to admit that
the government doesn�t havemuchof an
idea about the total grants and loans the
country receives.

The little information that theNepal
government has of total grants and loans it
has received, is a concern that others have
raised as well. It was as early as 1979 that it
came to public light that the administration
had little information and control over
foreign aid. In their book Planning for
People Ludwig Stiller andRamPrasad
Yadavdocumenthowwhen a teamof
researchers tried to piece together a
directory of development projects inNepal
in 1970, they had to go to theUnited
NationsOffice andUSAID insteadof the
government to get the data they needed.
Thingshavenot changedmuch in
23 years.Despite theAuditor

General�s frank admissionof ignorance, the
WorldBank�sWorldDevelopmentReport
2001/2002 reported that the total debt
stock ofNepal stands at awhopping $2,970
million.

This is reminiscent of a public service
announcement on female literacy broadcast
onNepalTVwhich shows a young girl
accompanying her illiterate father to a
moneylender.When the father asks for a
loan, themoneylender discreetly adds an
extra zero to the credited amount. The
young girl picks out the error right away
and the sly moneylender apologises. The
government�s situation is not much
better than the illiterate villager, since it
does not even know howmuch it owes
international sahus.

According to theAuditorGeneralwhile
loanmoney comes into the audit net,most
grantmoney does not.Loans are incor-
porated in the annual budget and the office
of the auditor general carries out
the audit.

But this does not seem to necessarily
make loansmore transparent and account-
able than grants.DevendraRaj Panday,

boardmemberof theTransparency
International and former financeminister,
says it is all about effective policymaking
andaccountable implementation, some-
thingmultilateral lending agencies have not
been able to accomplish.

An approach that seems to be gaining
popularity among somedonors is the sector
strategy.Donors donot develop specific
projects in associationwith government
agencies andNGOs, but put theirmoney in
a specific sector for the government to
decide how themoney is to be spent. Such
an approach should theoretically reduce
duplication and consolidate efforts, but
experience has shown it doesn�t work
either.Compare irrigation anddomestic
water: one has a sector approach and the
other doesn�t.

In irrigation, theDepartment of
Irrigation is the exclusive implementing
agency. Multilateral lending agencies�
both theWorldBank and theAsian
DevelopmentBank�alongwith some
bilateral donors provide funds to the
departmentwhich implements projects
through its district and regional offices.

There are no other agencies involved
irrigation.

The dynamics are quite different in the
domesticwater arena.While theAsian
DevelopmentBankprovides sector loans to
theDepartment ofWater Supply and
Sewerage, somebilateral donors fund
activities throughNGOswhile otherswork
with theDistrictDevelopmentCommit-
tees. TheWorld Bank, for its part, supports
an autonomous board.There are still other
internationalNGOs forwhomthe overall
focus is poverty alleviation and forwhom

water supply and sanitation is just an entry
point rather than the focus of their
program. Since 1990, this has led to a
change in the nature of discourse onwater
supply.

Until the late 1980s, theDepartment
used to frame its objectives in terms of the
percentage of people receiving �piped�
water, which implied that thosewhodid
not receive pipedwater supplied by the
Department did not receive safewater.
With other donors entering the field, the
flowof bilateral grants andmultilateral
loans changed this.They envisioned their
role in expanding coverage andupgrading
the level of services of water supply and
sanitation by facilitating access to �safe�
water or �potable� water. Such �safe� or
�potable� water could be frompipes and
taps, or it could also be fromhand-pumps,
boreholes or springwater.

This led to a rethink on the role of the
department and the perception of its role as
providing �reasonable access� tominimum
level of services. It also sees itself as a
facilitator andnot an implementor. In
addition,water and sanitationwas available
at a costmuch lower than the department�s
own.

Aplural institutional environment and
the existence ofmultiple actors hasmade
the domestic water terrainmore fuzzy,
while simultaneouslymaking the role of
intervening agenciesmore focused and
service deliverymore effective. This
indicates that a pluralistic approachwith
multiple actors ismore effective than a
�sector� approachwith amonolithic
implementation.

Foreign aid inNepal has grown froma
trickle to a torrent.With the entry first in
the formof a grant from theFordFounda-
tion for rural development activities in
1951 amounting to $3,000, the grant and
loans for the past consecutive yearsmade
upover $400million.

Foreign aidhas been thehandmaidenof
Nepal�s development.Theplanning
exercise is possible because of foreign
assistance. The first five-year plan that

actually got underway in the country from
1956 to 1961was hurriedly prepared for
presentation to a panel of donors in the
ColomboPlanmeet.Though five-year
planning is associatedwith Soviet style
central planning, ironically, inNepal it was
initiated through thehelp ofAmerican
advisers.

Foreign aid is forNepalwhat colonial-
ism or capitalism are for other countries. It
is the connecting link between the nation-
state and the international community. It is
a way of breaking upwith the isolationist
past and of relating itself with thewider
world.

Foreign aid has indelibly shaped the
contours of our nation-state and its peoples.
Theburgeoning cities ofKathmanduValley,
the expansion of district headquarters, the
networks of roads, services and education
have largely been the outcomes of foreign
aid. Yet, for an enterprise that has indelibly
shaped our lives and our society, it is
something that is little studied and
discussed. For a phenomenon that has
spanned several decades andhas involved
huge investments, there are but a handful of
books accessible to the public that shed
some light on the aidphenomenon.

Thoughdonors have investedmillions
on specific projects andprogrammes, there
is very little in the civic domain that informs
thewider public whether these have
accomplishedwhat they set out to do and
at what cost. Transparency has to bemore
than lip service,making specific documents
available to thosewhoare interested is
undoubtedlyastep intherightdirection.
Muchmoreneeds tobedonetoexplainwhat
donors sought todo,howmuchitcost, and
whattheoutcomeandimpacthavebeen.

In order to ensure the transparency
and accountability of loans, auditing
these is not sufficient. The loans that
Nepal receives from lending agencies are
called sovereign loans.Which means the
parliament representing the sovereign
people should know about them. It is
necessary for the FinanceMinister to
inform the parliament of the status of
loan, including the amortisation sched-
ule, cleared debts and outstanding dues.
�

Foreign aid is for Nepal what colonialism or capitalism is for other countries. It is
the connecting link between the nation-state and the international community.
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Kathmandu

Dwarika's Escape

Available for Local Residents until 30 September, 2001
Two for the Price of One!

• Any day check-in
• One delicious afternoon tea with a selection of

pastries served in our peaceful garden
• Make use of our Lumbini Library
• Special discount on beverages from the Lumbini Bar
• Enjoy a relaxing 1 hour massage in the privacy of

your room
• Sip one complimentary pre-dinner cocktail in our

serene lamp-lit courtyard
• Dine in historic splendour-a six-course dinner in our

Krishnarpan Restaurant
• Two nights stay in a luxurious double room
• Fortify yourself with our sustaining breakfasts

Price: Per couple US$155  net Single US$120  net
Children under 12 go free when sharing parent’s room
(max 2 children). Children’s meals: US$30 per child

HOTEL

Telephone 01-479-488 for reservations
Email: dwarika@mos.com.np URL: www.dwarikas.com
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by NICK BANKSVILLAGE VOICE

Knit your way to power
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t first glance, Bongadovan
village in Baglung is
unremarkable. A typical

Himalayan village perched on a
ledge of flat land next to a
boulder-strewn river. But a closer
look reveals something differ-
ent�on almost every roof is a
small solar panel generating
electricity for the household
beneath. These panels are high
tech devices, originally developed
to power satellites in space.
Twenty years later they are on
grass roofs in remote Nepali
valleys. But they do not look
inappropriate. The panels shining
in the sun in this idyllic landscape
is like a techno-environmentalist�s
vision of utopia.

But getting them here has

taken innovative planning, arm-
twisting, subsidies, and a lot of
walking.Most importantly, the
panels are there because these
houses were lit terribly before,
like most rural Nepali homes,
with kerosene lamps. But light
from a kerosene lamp is poor,
smoky and expensive�bad for
education, health and pocket.

Solar systems would be
perfect in such situations, except
they are expensive�at around
$300 apiece, few in Bongadovan
could afford to buy a system
outright or even subscribe to a
long-term repayment scheme. The
Nepal government�s Alternative
Energy PromotionCentre
(AEPC) provides a subsidy for a
certain number of systems each

year and the Agricultural Devel-
opment Bank plans on giving
loans for them, but neither
scheme helps those with the
greatest need. Demand for the
subsidy far exceeds supply and the
bank loan requires collateral.
This creates a free-rider effect�
only richer villagers apply for the
loan and obtain the subsidy,
which perhaps they don�t even
need. The rural poor must go
without.

What Bongadovan needed was
flexible credit, where repayments
did not need to be in cash. This is
where the non-profit Himalayan
Light Foundation came in with its
�HELP� program. Through
HELP, the women of
Bongadovan pay for their solar

systems by knitting traditional
bags. Twenty-four bags pay for
their system andmoney from the
sale of further bags goes back to
the household. The AEPC still
subsidises the systems, but now it
goes to those who really need it.

In this way, the project
organisers, HLF and the project
funders�theGlobal Environment
Facility Small Grants Programme
of the UNDP�hope to get clean
lighting into people�s homes and
also create a much-needed longer-
term sustainable source of
income.

All this requires is what in
development-speak is called
�local capacity building.� Basi-
cally, committees, groups and
financial arrangements need to be
established so the community can
take ownership of the project and
its everyday management. This is
quite a challenge in a place like
Bongadovan with very low
literacy rates and little experience
of such things. But even some
�capacity� opens the door to a
range of other development
activities�savings and credit
groups, literacy programs, or, as
in Bongadovan, a new toilet in
the health post compound and a
smokeless cook stove. The
community debates the best use
of the small grants available to
them in lively groupmeetings.

But development theory is
often a little different from
development practice. The
problem in Bongadovan is that
each bag takes around 70 hours
to make�which would be fine if

the women had nothing else to
do. But on average a rural Nepali
woman has a 15-hour day of hard
work. Every day. How to fit the
knitting in?

Suggesting that the men could
take on some of the household
duties is an iffy matter. �But how
will I get my dinner� laughed one
knitter, �He will be drunk and
beat me� said another. People
also die, move home or get
married. The bags must still be
made. The eighty solar systems
mean eighty bags a month, eighty
sets of individual circumstances.
Samir Newa, the project officer,
reckons managing such a project
is five percent administration and
95 percent motivational
psychology.

TheMaoist insurgents in the
area also had to be placated.
Seeing the panels, they came
down from the surrounding hills
and started asking questions. In
Bongadovan theMaoists power is
considerable�they have imposed
bans onmoney lending and raksi.
After talking to the locals and
realising that no cash was
changing hands, they allowed the
project to continue.

But the project works and
lighting has transformed the
village. �Where there is the big
light there is the happiness� as
one grandmother told me.
Children study in the dark
mornings and at night.Women
can in the evening do some of the
detailed tasks they earlier had to
finish in the day�sorting through
rice and grain to pick out stones,

sewing, spinning thread. A
women�s group regularly meets
under a solar light in the health
post compound learning to write
Nepali. Gopal Pandey, the health
post worker, says he see fewer
people with bronchitis and
pneumonia, and that the lighting
has also discouraged the banned
but still endemic drinking�now
drinkers must find ever more dark
corners to indulge.

But Gopal Pandey does see
quite a bit of �knitter�s finger��
people complaining of sore fingers
as a result of all the knitting.
Until there are manymore
Bongadovans there will be
insufficient numbers in the
manufacturing process to drag the
panel price down, which will
mean fewer bags to knit. HLF�s
chief advisor, AdamFriedensohn
says, �HELP is the only program
I know that intrinsically links
renewable energy deployment
with income generation.Many
organisations are watching us
closely and are excited about the
possibilities for replication.� If
the project is a success and the
model is replicated by other
development agencies, system
costs will surely come down. The
knitters of Bongadovan are
waiting. �

Formerly an energy and
environmental consultant with
Oxford University�s
Environmental Change Institute,
Dr Banks now travels and writes
on environmental issues

Electricity in this village means high-tech solar
devices and traditional crafts.

something’s cooking at

Discover Kolkata�s finest Indian Cuisine
Spice upyour taste buds asHotel De L� Annapurna brings to you the

best in Indian Cuisine. Get a little taste of India as the bestmaster

chefs fromHotel Taj BengalKolkata, bring toyou irresistible recipes

from the most popular Indian restaurant

in Kolkata.

A whole new menu, specially prepared for the festival, offers you

exotic preparations from Kakori kebab to Dal Sonar Gaon to Murg

Malai kebabs & much more...

Official Carrier : Co-Sponsors :

From 28th Sept. - 7th Oct.

I r res i s t i b le  Annapurna  !
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NEPALITIMESINVESTIGATION
n internal investigationof
NepalBankLimited (NBL)
andRastriyaBanijyaBank

(RBB) carriedout early this year
confirmswhatmost suspectedall
along:Nepal�s twooldest, biggest
banksareworseoff today than they
were twoyearsago.

When international auditors from
KPMGlookedat thebanks in1998,
they found theminsolventwith losses
amounting toawhoppingeight
percentof the country�sGDP. It
suggested urgentmeasures to set
things right. Thosemeasures were
never taken.Damage control efforts
by the central bank, especially to
protect hundreds of thousands of
depositors is caught up in red tape
and political apathy.

Onthe surfaceboth thebanks
have sound liquiditypositions, thanks
to their nearmonopolyon rural
savings andpublic sector deposits.
This has helpedmakeup for cash
shortfalls. But, said onebanking
source: �In real terms, both are
insolvent.Trouble is,wedon�t know
for sure howbad it is because there are
manyways tohide the real position,
especiallywhenyouhaveaweak

Bailing out the banks
regulator.�

Pro-reformeconomists say the
only factor thathas stoppeda runon
thebanksbypanickeddepositors is
the lack of information available to a
largely uneducated public. And for
those who know, there is the
fatalistic attitude that if the two
banks go bankrupt, the government
will bail them out.

SupportersofNepalBankand
BanijyaBankwhoareagainstWorld
Bank-led reformsdisagree: they say the
banks are actuallynotdoingbadly
especially if their total assets including
land andbuildings are taken into
account.They say the scenariohas
beenmadeto lookbleakbecause
internationalaccountingstandards
havebeenused.

But theNepal Rastra Bank
(NRB) investigation points to bad
management, overstaffing, and gross
interference by a powerful political-
business nexus.

RastraBankofficials toldusplans
for reforming the fully government-
ownedRBBhadreachedthe�negotia-
tion stage�. In the caseofNBL, a
committeehasbeen formedby the
centralbanktore-evaluate the technical
proposals of bidders (disqualified in

an earlier round) interested in a
managementcontract torunthebank.
Thenewevaluationcriteriahavebeen
preparedand sent to theWorldBank
for approval.Theywill be screened
and,most likely, amaximumof four
bidderswill be shortlisted, andone
selected if all goes according toplan.
Realistically,NRBhopes to bring in
consultants tomanage theBanijya
Bankno later than1 January, since
there couldbedelayswith theprocess
with the NBL.

Theprocesswouldhavebeen
much simplerhadNepalBank�s
ownershipbeenas straightforwardas
thatofBanijyaBank.Thegovernment
ownsonly 41percent shares inNBL
against theprivate shareholderswhoare
notverykeenaboutgettingexternal
managers looking into theirbooks.

�I can assure youwedon�t need
externalmanagementconsultants,� says
ShambuSharanPrasadKayastha,
chairmanofNepalBank.Kayastha says
thebankhadhas recovered loansofup
toRs 5billion in the pastmonth. �At
this ratewewill be able to pay
dividends to shareholderswithin a
year,�he toldus.Kayastha�s claims are
different fromwhat theRastraBank�s
investigation found in January--losses

in the range of Rs 1.6 billion.
Thegovernmentandthecentral

bankhave apowerful ally in theWorld
Bankwhich isdangling ahefty carrotof
up to $25million in loans to get
reforms going.TheWorldBank is in
nomood toprocess other loans for
Nepal unless the twoailingbanks are
outofdanger.TheInternational
MonetaryFund (IMF)has also listed
financial sector reformasacondition
the governmentmustmeet to be able
to borrow from the Fund�s Poverty
ReductionGrowthFacility (PRGF)
which is taken as endorsement by
bilateral donors of a country�s
economichealth.

Theonlyobstacles are: the
resistanceof theboardofNepalBank to
reforms, delays in finding the
international consultants anda serious
lackofpolitical commitment.Rastra
Bank�s investigationreveals thatneither
bankhasdonemuchtocorrect the
shortcomingsdetailed in theKPMG
report.Thebanks appear tobe re-
capitalising interest on loans, lending to

insiders, and failing to upgrade
management.Otherconclusions:
� Thecorecapitalofbothbanks
showsnegative.Butbadbook-keeping
meansnooneknows justhowmuch in
the red they are.
� Bothbanks areover-exposed toa
few large (often the same)borrowers:
well-knownnames inNepali business
withpolitical connections.
� Non-performing loans inboth
banks are increasing.
� NepalBank, especially, hasnot
followedcentralbankdirectives.
� DirectorsofNepalBankwere
found tohavedeferreddecisiononone
infamousbad loan for tenconsecutive
boardmeetings.NBLswappeda loan
witha financecompany inwhicha
directorhad interests.
� Thereport suspects themanage-
ment is focusingon re-structuringbad,
olddebts rather thanon recovery and
not respecting single-borrower limits.
� Investigators askedNepalBankto
furnishdetails of insider lending.The
bank said it hadno such list.

TheRastraBank�s inspection reports are
incriminatingenough for it to invoke
Section29 (A) and takeoverbothbanks
any time itwants.The law says it can
either run thebanks�forwhich itdoes
nothavethecapacity�orgetsomeone
else to do it, which iswhat it is trying
todowiththemanagementcontract.

For theirpart,NepalBank
directors smell foul play. �I think the
reportwas leaked to thepress by those
wantingNRBtotakeoverourbank
because they think itwillmake it easy to
do so,� saysonedirector,Rajendra
Khetan,whoinsinuatedthat the
investigatorswerepaid topresent a
bleakpicture.

But independent financial analysts
say thegovernmentunderestimates the
seriousness of thebanking crisis, private
business interests donot care for the
countryor thedepositors and the
bureaucrats arehappy to let things coast
along.Hewarned: �If abank�s
managementcannotprotectdepositors�
interests, then thecentralbank that
should step in.� �
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Two banks are sinking. How soon will they go under?
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Yes.
Roshan Kakshupati
Yes, the Taliban should hand over
Osama bin Laden and help bring
peace back to the world.
Rabin Regmi
No. America should not go to war
against Taliban or Afganistan. War is
not the answer at all.
LB Tamang
I don’t think terrorism can be solved by
war. Americans want Osama bin
Laden, but they have no solid proof
against him. War will unite all Mus-
lims against the US.
Shankar Uprety
The American people should search for
an alternative to war. There is no legal
proof bin Laden is the main brain
behind the attack. Afghan people are
thinking it is the war between Muslims
and other religions, which is not good. If
they are wise they should hand over  bin
Laden.
S Shrestha
I support any action of the United State to
eliminate the mindless terrorism from
this small planet. However, I request
President Bush to be cautious so that
not a single innocent human life will
suffer in the retaliation. Nepal is also
suffering from the acts of terrorism
spread by so-called Maoists and the
state terrorism.
Vidhu Prakash Kayatha
No. Use of force by a superpower
nation is not the solution to the crisis.

The US and NATO must respect
international laws, nobody is above
the law.
Yam Gurung
I am terribly shocked and saddened.
The US and NATO should punish the
senseless and selfish people.
Dolma Tenzin
It’s really sad and shocking what
happened to America.  But again
innocent Afgans are going to lose
their lives. Gandhi said an eye for an
eye is going to make the whole world
blind. It’s time to reach out not lash
out.
Shristi Shah
This is a tragic event, and the terror-
ists must be condemned. But an
attack on Afganistan or any other
country will be counterproductive.
Vengeance will bring more vengeance
and a cycle of violence.
Viswa Bandhu
The United States should definitely
retaliate against whoever carried out
this crime. I believe in peace, but we
cannot tolerate such attacks on our
rights, freedom, and democracy. But I
think America shouldn’t kill innocent
people in retaliation.
Susmita
Go for it America. Show them no one
messes around with a superpower.
God bless America.
“American Nepali”
No. If they do, Americans will be
worse terrorists. They must find  clear

evidence against their prime suspect
Osama bin Laden and should be
handed over to UN crime tribunal for
the justice.
Rambilas Yadav
No. America is the biggest terrorist
state.
Rajendra Sharma
Which country is America going to
fight against? Only a handful of
extremists did this and they do not
represent entire Afganisthan. Sooner
or later bin Laden will have to face the
international court of justice for his
heinous crimes against humanity.
Hum Gurung
I would not call it war or revenge, but
the US should do something to teach
these terrorists and those protecting
them a great lesson. Everyone should
face the consequence of their action
in one way or other, one time or other.
Rajeeb Satyal
Vengeance is not the issue. You pose
the question wrong and show a
malicious bias. Of course the US
should not go to war to “avenge” the
attack.
Bill Cousins
Of course not only America, but most
other countries of the world should
make an intensive campaign to
eliminate terrorism. This includes the
Maoists. They don’t have any ethics,
political logic but do robberies, threats
and strikes. Prachanda and Baburam
should be treated like Osama bin

Weekly Internet Poll  #2

Should America go to war to avenge the terrorist attacks ?
Laden.
Bhuban Joshi
How many wars do we need? You kill
one bin Laden and a thousand more
will come out.
Amir Shrestha
We all should condemn the terrorism
everywhere. Our motto is to establish
peace harmony and humanity every-
where. But in the name of maintaining
peace we should never accept vio-
lence and terrorism.
D Regmi
America should not go to war.
Rajesh Shrestha
We should eliminate terrorism from
the face of the earth. The criminals
should be severely punished. I fully
support America and respect the
decision of American people. But they
must step carefully, innocent people
might suffer.
Tapankumar Gurung
America is paying a heavy price for
acting as a global policeman. Bom-
barding poverty stricken Afghanistan
seems useless.
Naresh Poon
Yes. This was an attack not just on
Americans but on humanity. Terrorism
should be wiped out from the world.
There is no other way but to put it
down with force.
Sudarshan Napit
We are fighting a more severe war
against poverty and economic deterio-
ration in Nepal. Wars in the name of

heworldmarkets
havetumbledafter
theeventsof11

September.TheDow
Jonesdippedandsodid
all themajorworld
markets.Markets in
SouthAsiaalsofollowed
suit.ForNepal thishas
beenanotherblowtothe
ailingmarket.TheNepal
StockExchangeIndex
(NEPSE)onMondayclosedat280,a
yearagothe indexwasat422.Nepal
for investorswasalreadyanuncertain
marketandtherecentglobalbacklash
hasputNepalbackacoupleofyears.
Someofourcompatriotswere
anxiousenoughtoaskthisBeedto
examinethefutureofourmarketand
to seewhat is in store forpeoplewho
have invested inshares.TheBeed,
naturally,complies.

The dismal response to the
public issue a company issued last
week clearly depicts themood of
the public. It is going to be difficult
to raise funds.The country has
beenwitnessing economic and
political instability for quite some
time andunfortunately theway
events have unfolded,what little
hope even optimists like your
columnist had are vanishing.

Investmentsare judgedonrisk
andreturn.Thereturnsaredwindling
andtherisksare increasing, leaving
fewoptions for thewould-be investor.
Therearenowaysofmitigatingrisks
andlookingat thefuture,nosignof
recovery isvisible.This, togetherwith
thegrowingtrendofassetdisposal is

For Nepal�s shareholders, the future doesn�t look so great.

Sharing woes

makingpeoplebelieve that it isbetter
to liquidateeverythingandconvert to
cashrather thanwait for the future.
Thissellingpressure ispushingthe
pricesof shares lower. Investorsare
scaredthat their sharecertificatesmay
turnout tobe littleother thanpaper
gods inthenear future.

Thebleakscenario intourism
and the other problems industry at
large faces will slowly, but surely
take their toll on the banking
system.Bankingcompany shares
have in recent years dominated the
Nepali sharemarket andnow
people are scared�what if under
theweight of all these worries,
banks start going bust?Thenon-
performing assets of banks have not
been disclosed to anyone�s
satisfaction and with the new
regulations on this issue coming
into force soon, some institutions
could be shaken up. That, in
turn,will greatly undermine
investor confidence.Banking sector
share priceswill plummet, the
indexwill fall�whoknowsbyhow
much.We should beworried by
havingplaced somuchconfidence

in just one sector.
The sharemarket has

also sufferedfromthe
ambiguityofthecapitalgains
tax thatwas imposedthis
year.Theproposedincome
tax legislationwill addto this
confusion,notreduce it.The
legislationdoesnotrecognise
investment inthestock
marketasanincentivefor
personalandinstitutional

investors.
Themarket isbeinghit fromall

sides.But there isonesavinggrace�
thoughthemovementintheglobal
economyhassomebearingonus,we
arenot reallydirectlyaffectedbyglobal
markets,whichmeanswecanlookat
theNEPSEinisolation,prettymuch,
andtryandbringabout legislativeand
institutionalchanges, sothemarket
canwithstandfuturecalamities. Ideally
thismeansthatmarket operations
move from the government to the
private sector, with government just
the regulator. Investors need to see
that themanagement of the stock
exchange is changing�rightnow
they expect the same laxity demon-
strated in other government
operations.Thegovernment should
play the role of a strong regulator to
ensure that themarkets are operated
within the frameworkdefinedby
law.Nepali investors have billions of
rupees in the stockmarket. They
deserve a better deal. �

Readers canpost their viewsat
arthabeed@yahoo.com
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Thai to fly B777s
Thai plans to fly Boeing 777 instead of its A303-600 aircraft for the
daily flights between Kathmandu and Bangkok this winter. The
Boeing 777 has 358 seats—55 and 303 in Business and Economy
classes respectively, compared to the 261 in the A303-600 series.
Thai says it will need the extra seats between 28 October and the
end of March. “We have a very high demand for seats for the
season which is why a larger aircraft is being brought into service,”
says Martin Lama, District Sales Manager. “The season looks good, that is if nothing unexpected happens.”
Thai first flew its B777s to Kathmandu in November 1998 and remains an important tourist carrier for Nepal.
The first Thai jet, a French-made Caravelle SE210, landed at Gauchar in 1968.
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RA seeks more debt
Royal Nepal is preparing to mortgage its only debt-free aircraft to raise about a billion rupees in working
capital, corporation sources say. The flag-carrier, which says it needs at least Rs 3 billion (“Leave Royal
Nepal alone”, # 61) to get back on its feet after being bogged down by controversial jet leasing and
corruption, has already borrowed against its other Boeing 757s. Most of the borrowed funds are to be
used to pay old debts—overdue payments for leased aircraft (now cancelled) and payments for engine
repairs.
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Pre-paid phone cards
Phone cards have arrived in Nepal—finally. The Nepal Telecommunications Corporation (NTC) is installing
card-operated telephone sets at various points around the city for getting its card-calling services started.
Twenty such phones have already been placed at NTC’s office buildings, the Tribhuvan International
Airport (TIA) and the Bishal Bazaar Supermarket at New Road. The plan is to install over a hundred sets in
public buildings and 20 more at other buildings in the Valley. Prepaid phone cards valued at Rs 200 are
already in the market and NTC says those valued at Rs 500 will be offered soon. The cards can also be
used for STD/ISD calls—all at normal NTC rates. For now the cards can be purchased only at NTC’s
regional office at Sundhara and at the TIA, pending tendering to get a private distributor as its board has
decided or to find another way to get the cards in the market—which, we’re told, would need another
board decision.
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Hotel on the lake
There’s a new three-star hotel on the banks of Phewa Tal, Pokhara. The Trek-O-Tel opens this weekend
and offers 42 beds. In addition, says a company release, the hotel will have its own system of potable
water, central air-con and a full-capacity generator. The Trek-O-Tel on Lake Side is managed by Ace Hotels
and Resorts.
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One more bike
Another Chinese motorbike JH150T (a product of Jialing)
has arrived. Sugan Trading Company, authorised seller
of the bikes in Nepal, says the new model comes with
better pick up and power than its earlier versions and
also more bells and whistles: a gear indicator, security
system and a new chrome finish. The tab: Rs 140,000.

religion is the last thing anyone will
possibly want, such wars never end.
Niraj Ghimire
There is no other way for the US than
to teach a lesson to terrorists than to
go to war. But the US should look at all
other alternatives to diminish terror-
ism. War never does any good to
anyone.
Ashok Raj Pokhrel
Don’t ask “Should America..” but ask
“Should all people take action to wipe
out terrorism?” The answer is: Yes.
Closing schools and taking the ties
and belts of children as is happening
in Nepal is also terrorism. Such acts
and their perpetrators should also be
crushed.
Gyan Prasad
Why are you talking about America, and
not about Nepal? Your country has a lot
of problems, all school and universities
have shut down, industries are forced to
close. Tourism has vanished. There is a
bloody student organisation ANNFSU
(R) that your government cannot ban.
Maobadi are like Taliban.
Thomas
Why you guys are talking about USA?
Look at our homeland first. Are we all
prepared to fight with Maiosts who are
running terrorist activities in Nepal?
Why isn’t it your question in this
discussion forum? It is time to fight
terrorists not only in the US.
“Anti-terrorist”
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HALL A
THURSDAY,  4 OCTOBER
3:00 pm
After Sunset

Pakistan, 2001, dir - Tahir Khilji,
Naheed Khilji
Sexualisation of massage (40 min)

Two Assassinations and an Accident

India, 2000, dir - Kabir Khan
Revisiting the Emergency (25 min)

4:25 pm
Mela Basant Bahar
Pakistan, 1999, dir - Samina Aslam
Flying kites, soaring in Lahore
(29 min)

Ramlila

India, 2000, dir - Ananta Sridhar,
Sanjay Pande and Subhash Kapoor
Street theatre in Delhi (28 min)

5:45 pm
Ray
India, 1999, dir - Goutam Ghosh
Great man’s biopic (100 min)

FRIDAY, 5 OCTOBER
11:00 am
The Art of the Impossible:
A Portrait of V. P. Singh
India, 2000, dir - Juliet Reynolds
The man and his Mandal (45 min)

12:05 pm
Where RU in ICQ
India, 2001, dir - Avinash Roy
Chatting on the Internet (6 min)

Turf Wars: Conservation Claims in
the Great Himalaya National Park
India, 2001,
dir - Sanjay Barnela and Vasant
Saberwal
It’s park vs. people (41 min)

2:00 pm
Scribbles on Akka

India, 2000, dir - Madhushree Dutta
Life and times of an ancient ascetic
(60 min)

3:20 pm
She Wants to Talk to You
Nepal/USA, 2001 dir - Anita Chang
Nepal’s women in A’mrika (28 min)

Naheed’s Story
Pakistan, 2001, dir - Beena Sarwar
She wants to dance but... (22 min)

4:40 pm
Bengalis in the World of Fish
India, 2001, dir - Nilanjan Bhattacharya
Culinary delight (29 min)

Shere Punjab

India, 2001, dir - Rahul Das
At the roadside dhaba (11 min)

5:30 pm
The Bee, The Bear and the Kuruba
India, 2000, dir - Vinod Raja
The tribal, the forest and the modern
man (63 min)

SATURDAY, 6 OCTOBER

11:00 am
Michael Jackson Comes to
Manikganj

South Asia, 2001, dir - Nupur Basu
Satellite television invades South Asia
(57 min)

12:15 pm
We Have the Same Kind of Blood

Nepal, 2001, dir - Berit Madsen
The Dalit is bewildered (41 min)

2:00 pm
Abhimanyu’s Face
India, 2001, dir - Ranjan Palit
A passion for Mahabharat’s Abhimanyu
(27 min)

In Search of Meera’s Buddha

India, 2000, dir - Murad Ali
Sculpted Buddha heads for the hills
(29 min)

3:20 pm
Between the Devil and the Deep
River
India, 1999, dir - Arvind Sinha
Woe, the embanked river (65 min)

4:45 pm
Between the Lines

India, 2000, dir - Parvez Imam
The stranded Bangladeshis of Delhi
(11 min)

King for a Day
Bangladesh, 2001, dir - Alex Gabbay
Clinton is coming ... so what? (33 min)

5:50 pm
We Homes Chaps
India/Nepal, 2001, dir - Kesang Tseten
Old boys talk and talk about school
(70 min)

SUNDAY, 7 OCTOBER
10:00 am
The Quest for Peace in Nagaland
India, 2001, dir - Bharat Bhusan
Why the Naga problem and where to ?
(33 min)

Pakistan and India under the
Nuclear Shadow
Pakistan/India, dir - Pervez Hoodbhoy
Deadly footage of confrontation-in-
making (32 min)

11:25 am
Aamala

Nepal, 2000, dir - Elizabeth Snider
Mustang mother’s preoccupations
(22 min)

All the World’s My Stage

US/India, 2001, dir - Farah Deba
Famous literary names speak (25 min)

12:35 pm
The Play Is On...
Kashmir, 2001, dir - Pankaj Rishi

Kumar
Performing in a troubled land (52 min)

2:30 pm
The Killing Terraces
Nepal, 2001, dir - Dhruba Basnet
Face-to-face with the Maoist insur-
gency (55 min)

3:45 pm
The Dream
India, 2001, dir - C. Saratchandran
School with a difference (35 min)

Now That’s More Like a Man
Pakistan, 1999, dir - Farjad Nabi
Pakistani women talk about their men
(35 min)

5:15 pm
A Rough Cut on the Life and
Times of Lachuman Magar
Nepal, 2001, dir - Dinesh Deokota
A naughty old man (29 min)

HALL B
THURSDAY, 4 OCTOBER
3:00 pm
The Great Indian Yatra

India, 2000, dir - Yask Desai and Sweta
Kishore
Tourists in Agra, Goa and Dharamsala
(50 min)

4:00 pm
The Loom

Film South Asia 2001 Schedule
India, 2001, dir - K. P. Jayasankar and
Anjali Monteiro
A poet and a painter on Bombay
(49 min)

5:00 pm
Perception - The Other Canvas
Bangladesh, 1999, Fauzia Khan
Six Bangla artists paint, talk (54 min)

FRIDAY, 5 OCTOBER
11:10 am
Let Me Also Come To School
 India, 2001, dir - Simantini Dhuru
The state of school education (56 min)

12:20 pm
Cricket Lives in Lahore
Pakistan, 2000, dir - Farjad Nabi
Bowled over (13 min)

My Migrant Soul
Bangladesh, 2000, dir - Yasmine Kabir
A Bangladeshi worker in Malaysia dies
(35 min)

2:00 pm
Freedom!
India, 2001, dir - Amar Kanwar
Environment, Indian centre and
periphery (60 min)

3:15 pm
Jari Mari: Of Cloth and Other Stories
India, 2001, dir - Surabhi Sharma
Mill workers in Bombay are laid off
(74 min)

SATURDAY, 6 OCTOBER
11:10 am
Amir: An Afghan Refugee Musician’s
Life in Peshawar, Pakistan
Pakistan, 1985, dir - John Baily
Revisiting a past (60 min)

12:20 pm
Sunrise Radio
India/UK, 2001 dir - Shai Herdia

www.himalassociation.org/fsa� � �  542544/ 548142

London listens to South Asia (17 min)

King of Dreams
India, 2001, dir- Amar Kanwar
What’s on man’s mind? (30 min)

2:00 pm
Born At Home
India, 2000, dir - Sameera Jain
North Indian midwifery (60 min)

3:20 pm
A Sun Sets In
Pakistan, 2000, dir - Shahid Nadeem
The bishop’s ultimate sacrifice (45 min)

4:20 pm
Closed-door-and-stuff-inside-the
magazine
India, 2001, dir - Altaf Mazid
Anonymous Assamese writer speaks up
(38 min)

Paper Flowers

India, 1999, dir - Rajiv Krishnan
Eunuchs at work (25 min)

5:40 pm
Guhya

India, 2000, dir - Kirtana Kumar
The woman and the goddess (55 min)

SUNDAY, 7 OCTOBER
10:15 am
Our Boys
Bangladesh, 1999, dir - Manzare
Hassain
Boys talk about boys (42 min)

11:10 am
Colours Black

India, 2001, dir - Mamta Murthy
Child abuse in Bombay (30 min)

11:50 am
Their War
Bangladesh, 2001, dir- Afsan
Chaudhary
Women revisit the 1971 war (50 min)

12: 45 pm
Highway to Hell
Nepal/India, 2000, dir - Meera Dewan
Nepali girls are trafficked to India
(38 min)

Tickets
available at Mandala Book
Point, Kantipath; Suwal Music
‘n Movies, Lazimpat; Saraswati
Bookstore, Pulchowk; and
Himal Association, Patan
Dhoka.
For enquiries ring Himal
Association at 542544,
548142.
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Dinesh Deokota
Whenpeople askDineshDeokota
what his film is about, the 27 year-old
Nepali shugs his shoulders and says: �I
don�t know.� But as the title suggests
ARoughCut on theLife&Times of
LachumanMagar is a candid film
about anaughtyoldmanMagarman

which inDevkota�s ownwords �has no pretensions to
artistic quality�.What the film lacks in technical
finesse ismade up by the character�s raw energy.

Lachuman is a colourful character�amanwho
loves and appreciateswomen�hehas beenmarried
five times, has fathered five children, has experienced
the overwhelming stench of death in the Pakistan-
Bangladeshwar,wet his pantswhilemaking his first
parachute jump, and currentlyworks as a housekeeper
in a hotel inBardiya, westNepal.

Whenhe�s not changinghotel linen, Lachuman is
desperately trying to register a plot of government land
he�s tilled since 1975 in his name.

Still, Lachuman findsmuch to laugh about and
takes life as it comes: �What�s happened has hap-
pened.�Lachuman is everyman,� saysDeokota: �I
don�t think his story is uncommon. It reflects our
society. A simpleman, nopretenses.�The filmmaker

winner will receive the �Ram Bahadur Trophy� and a cash prize of $2000.
The festival opens with the screening of The Killing Terraces, a film by
Nepali director Dhruba Basnet on the origins of Maoist insurgency in
Rukum, Rolpa and Jajarkot.
Fifteen of the best films will travel across South Asian cities and the

world next year to be screened at select venues. Film South Asia is
organised by the non-profit Himal Association and Himal South Asian
magazine, and the festival will also witness the inauguration (by Shyam
Benegal) of the Clearinghouse of South Asian Documentaries. �The
Clearinghouse will support the propagation of documentaries by creating a
database andmarketing.� Shrestha says the Traveling Festival, this year,
will also go to the various towns of Nepal, includingBiratnagar andPokhara.

Kesang Tseten
Most documentarymakers turn the
camera onothers.KesangTseten
focuses onhimself and abunchof
OGB�s (old girls and boys) of his
almamaterDrGraham�s School as
they reunite at the school�s centen-
nial celebrations.Most aremeeting

again for the first time in 29 years. �What better
platform thanwhen people return to a celebration after
years. It�s a dynamic situation,� saysKesang.

The schoolwas founded inKalimpong in
1900by a visionary Scottish Presbyterian for
destituteAnglo-Indian children,many aban-
doned andoutcast fromboth their father�s and
mother�s societies. The school later took in
children frommarginalised communities
includingNepali,Tibetan, Sikkimese,Khasi,
Naga andTibetan.

As aTibetan refugeeKesang andhis siblings
joined the school in 1962, the year the Sino-Indianwar
broke out. At school they struggle to find their
bearings. �It�s about fractured backgrounds, about
attachmentwith an edge,� saysKesang. �Even as the
film courses through a pabulumof sentiment, there is a
gradual unfolding of real childhoods, testimony to the

Two Nepali entries
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was actually researching tiger conservation, fresh
water dolphins, and ran intoMagar at the hotel
inRoyal BardiyaNational Park. �Right in front
ofmewas an ideal subject for a documentary. I
just couldn�t not filmhim,� he adds.

InKathmandu, aftermakingmoney from
filmingbungee jumps,Deokotawent back to
Bardia, and spent twoweeks filmingLachuman

with aDVcamera.
�People talk about
there not being
enoughmoney to
make filmsbut I
think it�smore of a
lack of ideas,� says
Deokota, one of two
Nepali directors
whosefilmshavebeen
selected for the

competitivecategoryofFilmSouthAsia2001.
Deokota knows it is difficultmaking a living

as a documentary filmmaker.Nowhe isworking
on the ethnography of jhankris (faith-healers), a
subject close to his heart.One of the protago-
nists died, anotherworks in SaudiArabia.

powerful hold early experience has on us.�
As awriter, Kesang has always tended to

gravitate towards the personal, to delve into the
heart.Hebegged andborrowed from friends and
relatives to finance the film, extremelywell-shot
with aVx2000 and edited on computer. Finding a
marketmayprovemore challenging.But he�s not
worried.

�When youmake a film that�s close to your
heart you don�t calculate the costs.Marketing is

another dimension altogether,� saysKesang. �I�ll
try to send it out. But even if nothing happens, I�ll
be poor but happy.�

Kesangwrote the script forMukundo, a feature
film that was screened last year at festivals in
Tokyo, SanFrancisco andKathmandu.

From 4-7 October Kathmandu Valley will host the third biannual
Film South Asia, the only festival of documentaries of the region.
This year there is a much wider variety of documentaries from the
region, with subjects ranging from identity politics to sexual
questioning, spiritual pursuits to diasporic angst. Fifty-one films
short-listed from three times that many entries will be screened at
the Russian Cultural Centre.
SaysManesh Shrestha, director of the festival: �This time, we

have a big jump in the quality of films. The five films on Nepal will
grab the audience, as will the other films from far and wide.�
A three member festival jury headed by internationally

acclaimed director ShyamBenegal will select the best film. The

Film South Asia 2001
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MONTEVIDEO - The terrorists killed workers from fifty countries in New York
and Washington in the name of Good against Evil. And in the name of
Good against Evil, President Bush had vowed revenge: “We will eliminate
Evil from this world.”

Eliminate Evil? What would Good be without Evil? Religious fanatics
are not the only ones that need enemies to justify their madness. The arms
industry and gigantic military apparatus need enemies to justify their
existence. Heroes become monsters and monsters heroes: the actors switch
masks according to the script.

There’s nothing new here. German scientist Werner von Braun was evil
when he invented the V-2 rocket, which Hitler used to pulverise London, but
he became good the day he placed his skills in the service of the United
States.

Stalin was good during World War Two and bad later, when he became
ruler of the Evil Empire. During the years of the Cold War, John Steinbeck
wrote, “Perhaps the entire world needs Russians. I bet even Russia does.
Maybe there they call them Americans.” Afterwards the Russians turned
good. Now Putin says, “Evil must be punished.”

Saddam Hussein was good, and so were the chemical weapons he used
against the Kurds and Iranians. Later he turned bad. He was called Satan
Hussein when the US, which had just invaded Panama, invaded Iraq because
Iraq had invaded Kuwait. Bush Sr presided over this war of Good against Evil.
With the humanitarian and compassionate spirit that characterises his family,
he killed more than 100,000 Iraqis, the vast majority civilians.

Satan Hussein is the same as he always was, but now this enemy
number one of humanity has slipped to second place. The scourge of the
world is now called Osama bin Laden. The CIA taught him everything he
knows about terrorism: bin Laden, loved and armed by the US government,
was one of the principal “freedom-fighters” in the war against communism in
Afghanistan. Bush Sr was vice president when President Reagan said that
these heroes were “the moral equivalent of America’s Founding Fathers.”
And Hollywood agreed with the White House: Rambo III was being shot at
the time, and the Muslim Afghans were the good guys. Not any more: now
they are evil incarnate, a mere thirteen years later.

Henry Kissinger was one of the first to react to the recent tragedy:
“Those who provide support, financing, and inspiration to the terrorists are
as guilty as they are,” he stated, using words that President Bush repeated
just hours later. If this is the case, the first step would be to bomb Kissinger.
He would be guilty of far more crimes than bin Laden and the rest of the
world’s terrorists combined. And in many more countries: acting in the
service of various American administrations, he provided “support, financ-
ing, and inspiration” to state terrorism in Indonesia, Cambodia, Cyprus, the
Philippines, South Africa, Iran, Bangladesh, and the countries of South
America that suffered under the dirty war of Operation Condor.

On 11 September, 1973, exactly 28 years before the World Trade
Towers collapsed in flames, Chile’s presidential palace burned. Kissinger
anticipated the epitaph of Salvador Allende and Chilean democracy when
he commented on the election results: “We do not have to accept a country
going Marxist because of the irresponsibility of its people.” Disdain for the
popular will is one of the many points in common between state terrorism

and private terrorism. For example,
the Basque separatist movement in
Spain, ETA, which kills in the name of
an independent Basque state,
proclaimed through a spokesman:
“Rights have nothing to do with
minorities or majorities.”

There are many similarities
between home-made and high-tech
terrorism, between that of religious
fundamentalists and free-market zealots, between that of the dispossessed
and the all- powerful, between the solitary madmen and the professionals
in uniform. All share the same lack of respect for human life: the murder-
ers of the five thousand people killed in the demolition of the Twin Towers
and the assassins of 200,000 Guatemalans, mostly Indians, exterminated
without the slightest attention paid by the world media. These Guatema-
lans were killed not by Muslim fanatics but military terrorists who received
the “support, financing, and inspiration” of one American administration
after another.

These terrorists also share an obsession with reducing social, cultural
and national contradictions to military terms. In the name of Good against
Evil, in the name of the Single Truth, they seek resolution by killing first
and asking questions later. And in this way they end up galvanising the
very enemy they are fighting. It was the atrocities of the Shining Path that
incubated Peruvian President Fujimori, who with considerable public
support initiated a reign of terror and sold Peru for the price of a banana.
It was the atrocities of the US in the Middle East that largely fuelled the
Holy War of Islamic terrorism.

Even though the Leader of Civilisation is calling for a new Crusade,
Allah is innocent of the crimes committed in his name. After all, God did
not order the Nazi Holocaust of the followers of Jehovah. Nor did Jehovah
order the massacres of Sabra and Shatila or the expulsion of the Palestin-
ians from their land. Might Jehovah, Allah, and God be three names for
the same divinity?

A Tragedy of Errors: no one yet knows who is who. The smoke from the
explosions is part of a far larger smoke screen that blocks our view. As
vengeance breeds vengeance, each act of terrorism sends us stumbling
deeper into darkness. In a recent photograph, someone had written on a
wall in New York: “An eye for an eye has left the world blind.”

The spiral of violence breeds violence and also confusion: pain, fear,
intolerance, hatred, madness. In Porto Alegre, Brazil, former leader of
Algeria Ahmed Ben Bella warned: “This system, which has driven cows
mad, is making people mad too.” And madmen, maddened by hatred, act
just like the force that unhinged them.

A three-year-old boy named Luca commented a few days ago, “The
world doesn’t know where its home is.” He was reading a map. He may as
well have been watching the news. �   (IPS)

Eduardo Galeano, an Uruguayan journalist, is author of Memories of
Fire and The Open Veins of Latin America.

Theatre of good and evil
It�s always the people who end up dead.

by TARIQ ALIOPINION

na trip toPakistan a fewyears
ago Iwas talking toa former
general about themilitant

Islamist groups in the region. I asked
himwhy thesepeople,whohad
happily accepted fundsandweapons
fromtheUnitedStates throughout the
coldwar,hadbecomeviolently anti-
Americanovernight.Heexplained
that theywerenotalone.Many
Pakistaniofficerswhohadserved the
UnitedStates loyally from1951
onward felt humiliatedbyWashing-
ton�s indifference.

�Pakistanwasthecondomthe
AmericansneededtoenterAfghani-
stan,� he said. �We�ve servedour
purpose and they thinkwe canbe just
flusheddownthe toilet.�

Theold condomisbeing fished
out for use once again, butwill it
work?Thenew�coalitionagainst
terrorism�needs the services of the
PakistaniArmy,butGenPervez
Musharrafwill have tobe extremely
cautious.

AnovercommitmenttoWashing-
ton could lead to a civilwar in
Pakistan and split the armed forces.A
greatdealhas changedover thepast
twodecades, but the ironies ofhistory
continue tomultiply. InPakistan
itself, Islamismderived its strength

�Pakistan was the condom the
Americans needed to enter Afghanistan�

fromstatepatronagerather than
popular support.Theascendancyof
religious fundamentalism is the legacy
of apreviousmilitarydictator,Gen.
MohammedZiaul-Haq,whoreceived
solidbacking fromWashingtonand
London throughouthis elevenyears as
dictator. It was during his rule (1977-
88) that anetworkofmadrassahs
(religious boarding schools), funded
by theSaudi regime,were created.

Thechildren,whowere later sent
to fight asmujahideen inAfghanistan,
were taught tobanish all doubt.The
only truthwasdivine truth.Anyone
whorebelledagainst the imam
rebelled againstAllah.Themadrassahs
hadonlyoneaim: theproductionof
deracinated fanatics in thenameofa
bleak Islamiccosmopolitanism.The
primers taught that theUrdu letter
jeemstood for jihad, tay for tope
(cannon) ,kaaf forKalashnikovand
khay for khoon (blood), 2500
madrassahs produceda cropof
225,000 fanatics ready to kill anddie
for their faithwhenasked todo soby
their religious leaders,Dispatched
across theborderby thePakistani
Army, theywerehurled intobattle

againstotherMuslims theywere told
werenot trueMuslims.

TheTalibancreed is anultra-
sectarian strain, inspiredby the
Wahhabi sect that rules SaudiArabia.
The severityof theAfghanmullahs
hasbeendenouncedbySunni clerics
at al-Azhar inCairo andShiite
theologians inQomas adisgrace to
theProphet.

TheTalibancouldnot,however,
have capturedKabulon theirownvia
anexcess of religious zeal.Theywere
armedandcommandedby�volun-
teers� fromthePakistaniArmy. If
Islamabaddecided topull the plug,
theTaliban couldbedislodged, but
notwithout seriousproblems.The
victory inKabul counts as the
PakistaniArmy�s only triumph.To
thisday, formerUSSecretaryofState
ZbigniewBrzezinski remains
recalcitrant.�Whatwasmore
important in theworldviewof
history?�he askswithmore thana
touchof irritation. �TheTalibanor the
fall of theSovietEmpire?A few
stirred-upMuslimsor the liberation
ofCentralEuropeand the endof the
coldwar?�

IfHollywoodrulesnecessitate a
short, sharpwar against thenew
enemy, theAmericanCaesarwouldbe
best advisednot to insist onPakistani
legions.Theconsequences couldbe
dire: a brutal and vicious civil war
creatingmorebitterness andencourag-
ingmore acts of individual terrorism.
Islamabadwill do everything to
prevent amilitary expedition to
Afghanistan.Forone thing, there are
Pakistani soldiers, pilots andofficers
present inKabul,Bagramandother
bases.Whatwill be their orders this
time, andwill theyobey them?Much
more likely is thatOsamabinLaden
will be sacrificed in the interests of the
greater cause, andhis bodydeador
alivewill be handedover tohis former
employers inWashington.Butwill
thatbeenough?

Theonly real solution is a
political one. It requires removing the
causes that create thediscontent. It is
despair that feeds fanaticism, and that
is a result ofWashington�s policies in
theMiddleEast andelsewhere.The
orthodoxcasuistryamong loyal
factotums, columnists andcourtiersof
theWashington regime is symbolized

The old one is being fished out for use once again, but will it work?
byTonyBlair�s personal assistant for
foreignaffairs, ex-diplomatRobert
Cooper,whowritesquiteopenly, �We
need togetused to the ideaofdouble
standards.�Theunderlyingmaximof
this cynicism is:Wewill punish the
crimesofour enemies and reward the
crimes of our friends. Isn�t that at least
preferable touniversal impunity?

To this the answer is simple:
�Punishment�along these linesdoes
not reduce criminality butbreeds it,
by thosewhowield it.TheGulf and
BalkanWarswerecopybookexamples
of themoralblankcheckof a selective
vigilantism. Israel candefyUN
resolutionswith impunity, India can
tyrannizeKashmir,Russia candestroy
Grozny, but it is Iraq that has to be
punished and it is thePalestinians
whocontinue tosuffer.Cooper
continues: �Advice topostmodern
states: accept that intervention in the
premodern is going tobe a fact of life.
Such interventionsmaynot solve
problems, but theymay salve the
conscience.Andtheyarenotnecessar-
ily theworse for that.�Try explaining
that to the survivors inNewYork and
Washington.TheUnitedStates is

whipping itself into a frenzy. Its
ideologues talkof this as anattackon
�civilization,�butwhatkindof
civilization is it that thinks in terms
ofbloodrevenge?

For thepast sixty years andmore
theUnitedStateshas toppled
democratic leaders,bombedcountries
in three continents andusednuclear
weaponsagainst Japanesecivilians,
but it never knewwhat it felt like to
have itsowncitiesunderattack.Now
theyknow.Tothevictimsof the
attackandtheir relativesonecanoffer
ourdeep sympathy, as onedoes to
peoplewhomtheUSgovernmenthas
victimized.But toaccept that
somehowanAmerican life isworth
more thanthatofaRwandan,a
Yugoslav, aVietnamese, aKorean,a
Japanese, aPalestinian...that is
unacceptable.� (TheNation)

TariqAli is the author of Masters
of the Universe? NATO�s
BalkanCrusade (Verso).The
thirdnovelofhis IslamQuartet,
The StoneWoman, is due out in
paperbackfromVersoin
October(2001).

by EDUARDO GALEANOCOMMENTARY
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What brings you to Kathmandu?
I ampresidentof theCenter forSouth
AsianLibraries (CSAL), a collective
approach to support libraries inSouth
Asia.ThroughCSALweare trying to
makecollective fundingmore
accessible andpromote standards in
cataloguingandbibliographic formats
so these libraries canconnect to the rest
of theworld.

WeworkwithSouthAsian
libraries topreservemanuscripts and
holdings.Wemicrofilm theoriginal
volumes,makecopiesof theoriginal
filmand store the originals safely.We
also scan themicrofilm intohigh
qualitydigital images andput themon
theweb.

Isn�t microfilming archaic ?
Youaremistaken,probablybecause
you are from thedigital age (laughs).
Theonlyproventechnology for

Libraries in the age of the Internet

preservation is filming. Filming
technology is sufficiently advancedand
weknow it canbe safely stored for 200
to400 years. And it canbe viewed
with just amagnifyingglass. Youcan�t
do any such thingwithdigital
technology.Andwearemakingcopies
of themicrofilm fordistribution�
whichagainentails lower costs for
libraries.

As thedynamicsof technology
change, distributionmediumsand
formatsmaychange�butelectronic
access is not possible ifmaterials are
not preserved. In theUS, there is a
placecalled IronMountain,where
everything that has beenpublished in
theUS ismicrofilmedand stored
underground�that�s forpreservation.

Weareusing information
technologytocatalogue library
holdings according to standards, and

bringuniformity inelectronic
catalogues.Thiswill ultimatelyhelp
create a union list, which lists all
available holdings in all libraries.
Inter-library loanswill thenbe
possible.

Most digital technology is
developed in the West, and
places like Nepal are deprived
of the benefits because of the
lack of technology in local
languages. How dos this impact
libraries cataloguing South
Asian volumes?
Local adaptation isnotnecessarily a
problem�themajorproblemis
standardising encoding for fonts and
scripts.Manynon-Romanscriptshave
beenalready standardisedandare
widelyused, butmanySouthAsian
oneshaven�t been.But,with theuseof
somethingcalledUnicode spreading,

librarians are finding it easier to store
information in local languages that are
compatible across fonts.But thenagain
thecodingoftendoesnot reflect the
way languageshere areused, somore
workneeds tobedone inSouthAsia
itself.

Do you think donors could
support this kind of work?
Rightnow,digitisation seems tobe in
vogue.Butdonor agencies fail to
understand thatdigitisation is only for
distribution. If youwantpreservation,
youneed togive librariesmoremoney.
Evenwetalkaboutdigitisation tohave
easier access to funds.But libraries
need to first preserve, thendigitise.
Donors andagenciesneed toput their
moneywhere itwillmake a real
difference�like inpreservationand
standardisationofencoding.

How is your work different
from that of Western scholars
and libraries in the past?
In thepastWestern scholarswould
come inandcarry awayvalue. Itwas
likeacolonialplunderdream�you
tookawaybooksbecauseyoucould

buy them.Libraries also tookback
holdings. But no library canwork in
isolation.Not even abig library can
comeandtakebackeverythingof
value.Andwith information technol-
ogyandInternet, geographymatters
less and less. Libraries canpromote the
ethicof co-operation,users canbenefit.
Once itemsarepreserved, they canbe
distributed inmanydifferent forms
includingonCD-ROMandonline.

So some libraries are changing
their approach. How much are
libraries themselves changing?
Whenyouasked someone100years
ago: �What is a library?,� theywould
say something like a centre for
knowledge, but I see library as a
warehouseofmaterials.Howtheyserve
the society and their clientsdepends
onwhat theirmission is.Those are
twodifferent things, just like
preservationanddistributionare.
Libraries, if they arenot co-operating,
offer their clients less�whichgoes
against theirmission. So libraries are
forming federations, facilitating inter-
library loans. In this case, thewhole is
more than the sumof theparts.

With the Internet being touted
as the best resource centre�for
anything�where do libraries
stand?
I can tell you that only about 1/100th
of allwrittendocuments areonline.
Actual researchcan�tbedonewithouta
library.Music, the arts, development
research,history are things that are
preserved only in libraries.

But aren�t more people inclined
these days to use electronic
resources?
Yes, and it troublesme.Peoplewho
grewupwith technologydon�twant to
go through shelvesofbooks, theywant
everythingon screen.Butonly those
volumes that are inhighdemandhave

beendigitised, so if you are looking for
rareworks there is little chance youwill
find them. I think that if this contin-
ues, researchwill become shallow. It
tookme15years to assimilate the
SouthAsia collectionatColumbia, it
wouldtakemuchmore timetomake
thehundredsof thousands collection
availableonthe Internet.

You also run the WWW Virtual
Library for South Asia, how did
that start?
I startedusing the Internet in 1978�I
was oneof the first to use it at
Columbia. Since I amtheSouthAsian
librarian, I startedputtingupgopher
resourceson the Internet.Thatwas in
early1988.Gopherwas theway
informationwas sharedandpublished
electronicallybeforeweb.Theonline
library I startedbecameverypopular
andorganisations like theLibraryof
Congress startedcontactingmeasking
if they could connect to it and
contribute to it. It kept growingand
becametheauthorityonSAresources
ontheInternet.

When theWWWstarted in1991,
Iwas reluctant tomigratebecause itwas
not as effective as a gopher.But
increasingly resources started tobecome
available on theweb, andevenold
resourcesmigrated to it.Minewas the
last functioninggopher service at
Columbia, but eventually Imigrated
tooand so theSARAI (SouthAsia
ResourceAccessonthe Internet)was
born.Much later, theWWWVirtual
Libraryguys fromSwitzerland
contactedme, andIagreed tobe the
SouthAsianportal for the library.

NowI amalso involved in the
Digital SouthAsiaLibrary (DSAL)
which seeks toexpandaccess tounique
SouthAsian resources byproviding
full-textdocuments, electronic images
and indices inSouthAsian
languages.�

David SMagier is South and Southeast Asian Studies Librarian and
director of Area Studies at Columbia University, New York. He is
also Columbia University�s Internet Training and Resource
Coordinator, a position he developed over the last decade.
Magier was an early advocate of using the Internet in higher

education and applied his knowledge to develop and organise web pages as tools for
research. His South Asia Resource Access on the Internet (SARAI) <http://
www.columbia.edu/cu/lweb/indiv/southasia/cuvl/> is themost comprehensive portal
on South Asia and is certified as theWWWVirtual Library for South Asia. The US
government�s National Endowment for the Humanities also named SARAI �one of the
best sites on the Internet for teaching the humanities.�
Magier graduated from Cornell University with a Bachelor of Arts in linguistics.

He then went on to the University of California at Berkeley, where he earned a PhD
in 1983 with a dissertation entitled Topics in the Grammar of Marwari. Magier
joined Columbia University as a South and Southeast Asian Studies specialist in 1987.
Magier was in Kathmandu recently and GAURABRAJ UPADHAYA spoke with him
about libraries, research and preservation in the age of digitisation.
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Editorial in Kantipur, 24 September

The Maoists have announced the start of a “Nava Kranti,” or
New Revolution. They have been extorting money from common
people and they advocate a dress code for women, they have
even taken to tearing the clothes off women that do not comply.
The Maoist revolution’s political philosophy revolves around
bringing about fundamental changes in society. They realised
that the other political parties just paid lip service to these issues
but after seeing their ways now people have started challeng-
ing the Maoists and disobeying their directives. Terror, anti-
nationalism and character assassination have become the
hallmarks of their revolution. This all shows that the lower cadre
of the Maoist organisation is out of the control of their leaders.

The underground comrades have set another record too.
The cadre in Dailekh destroyed two statues of Bhagawati in a
temple in Mehaltoli Village Development Committee (VDC). Many
people used to worship these statues. This was another
example of the Maoists taking on the character of the Taliban.
Like the Talibans who destroyed the Buddha statues in Bamiyan
they have attacked the icons in which thousands have faith.
The Maoists have the right not to believe in god, but society and
government cannot give them the right to destroy statues and
temples which are icons of the people’s faith.

Before destroying the statues, the Maoists had said that
prayers were nothing but superstition and they would stop
prayers at that temple. This happened on 19 September. The
next day the Maoists disrupted Sanskrit classes at an ashram in
Accham and forced the principal of the school to issue transfer
certificates to 20 students so that they could attend another
school nearby. They then closed down the ashram.

After this they manhandled the students and cut off their
sacred threads and the tupi (tuft of hair on the heads of
Bahuns). Everyone has the right to raise questions concerning
religion and education, but no one has the right to impose their
beliefs on some one else. Not even the Maoists.

After destroying the education sector, they have now turned
their gaze on religion and temples. The people will definitely
protest, and the administration must immediately take steps to
halt them. If the Maoists continue with such behaviour, we can
be sure this will be the beginning of their end. You can use
hoodlums to spread terror in society but they cannot bring about
political, social or economic changes...

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

Budhabar Saptahik, 26 September.

My name doesn�t count in the country at present. It only counts in the national
census, it doesn�t count anywhere else.

FormerRPP leaderRajesworDevkota in JanaAastha Saptahik, 26 September 2001.

GovernmentMaoist PeaceTalks
○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Time to think
Nepal, 17 September-1October
-VijayKumar

ComradePrachandaandDrBhattarai
have tounderstandone thing: there are
a lot ofpeoplewho support themand
are sympathetic to their struggle, but
thepeople are also scaredof them.The
issues that theMaoists have raisedhave
wonsupportof themasses.People
havecontributedvoluntarily to the
Maoist cause.But theMaoistshave
abused this trust , andnow they are
forcefully asking fordonations.This is
a bigmistake.Theywill lose the trust
of thepeople.Then theywill be left
with only their guns and their policy
ofextortion.

If that happens,will they be able
tobringabout the fundamental social
changes they aim for?Unless the
Maoists change theirways, thevery
masseswhohavebeen supporting
themuntil nowwill revolt. If the
Maoists are satisfiedwith that, then
there is nothingmore to say.But if
they are really interested inbringing
about changes in society, theywill have
tocometothenegotiating table, and
have tobe verypatient andunder-
standing�

�Thebest thing about thepresent
parliamentary system is that the likes
ofDevendraParajuli can shout and
can say that the system gives them �the
right to hold amassmeeting on21
September� (aquote fromthe student
leader). It is adifferentmatter that the
Maoistswant toenforcea systemwhich
gives themthe right to forcefully arrest
newspaper reporters forno reason...

Peoplewhohavemet Prachanda
are full of praise for him. I too, have
met Baburam one time or the other.
I never had any doubts about his
commitment towards the nation and
the people. Since these twomen are
sincere, I request them to find a way
out of this mess, I request them to
help in the construction of a new
Nepal, and to bring peace . If they
do not want this, there is another
way out� a civil war, a reign of
terror and oppression, making way
for foreign forces entering our
country. Let us not fool ourselves
into thinking that a foreign army
will enter our country from one side
only, they will enter from all
directions. Lebanon is a prime
example of this. Once it was a very
peaceful and quiet country. Then the
Israelis entered and ruled for some
time. After them it was the turn of
the Syrians. The losers were always
the Lebanese.Dowewant to be
anotherLebanon?

It is time we thought seriously.

If we do not, we are in for big
trouble. There will be neither a
republic nor a constitutional
monarchy. BecauseNepal will cease
to exist.

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Kolkata Maoists
Jana Aastha, 19 September

Until now everyone suspected that
theMaoists were being supported
militarily and financially by India.
Now the Anti-Terrorist Cell (ATC)
of the police has presented the
HomeMinistry a secret reportwhich
clearly says that the allegations are
true.According to the report, anATC
teamwenttoCalcutta sometimeagoto
arrest topMaoist leaders.The teamleft
forCalcutta shortly after receiving
reports that the senior leaders had
rented two floors in a high rise in
Calcutta.The teamreported its
information to the Indianpolice and
asked themforhelp.The Indian
police, far fromhelping them, refused
tohaveanything todowith them.The
ATCteamreturnedempty-handed.
Youhave tokeep inmind that time
andagain the Indianpolice,without
even requesting theNepalipolice,have
enteredNepal andarrestedpeople.

On his return, the leader of the
ATC teamSuperintendent of Police
Surendra Shah wrote clearly in his
report to theHomeMinistry that
his group was unsuccessful because
the Indian forces refused to help. It
is surprising that the ATC team,
which has been successful in
nabbing some topMaoist leaders in
the past, was unsuccessful this
time... The report further states that
the recent clashes between the
Maoists and villagers in Parsa, took
place on India�s orders.

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Takes two to talk
SaptahikBimarsa,21September

Excerpts froman interviewwith
KrishnaBahadurMahara
Can your demands�an interim
government, a new constituent
assembly and an
institutionalised republic�be
achieved through dialogue?

Manypeopledoubtwhetherour
aimscanbe reached throughdialogue.

Taliban, talks and
political change

Somesay that this change requires a
forcebeyondthe scopeof the
government.Butwe feel that the
government is themainplayer in the
presentpolitical process, under the
presentconstitution.Beforeany
dialogue thegovernment calls for a
meetingof all parties and tries toput
forward tous theconclusions reached
there. Its responsibility is to gather all
these forcesandcometosome
understanding. Itmust have thewill
to bring the issues onwhich all agree
to the table . I feel it is possible (to get
whatwewant throughdialogue).
Each of your demands are
related to the other. They have
not been presented as
independent demands...

Theyaredefinitely interdepen-
dent. Ourmaindemand is the
establishmentof an institutionalised
republic. For this to happen, the
present constitutionmustbe scrapped
andanewconstitutionbeput in its
place.Thepeoplemusthave the right
todecide this.An interimgovernment
mustbe formed inorder to formulate
anewconstitution.Thenewconstitu-
tion is needed to establish a republic.
Soall demandsare related.
What do you mean by an
institutionalised republic?

A republic has alreadybeen
formed, informally, in this country.
The1 June incidenthasproved that
themonarchy is totally irrelevant in
today�s context. Itwas something that
was there in thepast, todaypeople
want a republic.Therefore, to fulfil
their aspirations,wehave towork for a
newconstitution.Thenewconstitution
must help in institutionalising the
republic.
If the constituent assembly
makes a decision
unfavourable to you, what
will you do?

We cannot give a definite
answer now.
Two rounds of talks are
already over, what is your
opinion about talking?

Westillwant to resolve the
problemthroughdialogue. The
governmentdoesnotchange its
behaviour,whichmeans it should stop
arrestingourcadre, enforcingcurfews,
etc.Noneof thatwill help the
dialogue, itwill only hinder the
process. If theydo that,wewill also
have to rethinkourpositionon
dialogue.

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Corrupt minister
Deshanter Saptahik, 23September

Bal Bahadur KC is the minister for
Civil Aviation. A couple of days ago,
he called all the high-ranking
officials of the Royal Nepal Airline
Corporation to his office and

threatened them: �All sevenRNAC
TwinOtters should start operating
before Dasain. If this does not
happen, I am going to take action
against the concerned heads of the
department. This is a warning,� he
said. The engineers, pilots and other
staff of the organisation thought that
theminister was talking business.
Four small aircraft of RNAC are
nearly always grounded because of
technical reasons. But the RNAC
department chiefs were shocked by
theminister�s utterances. They had
reason to be scared. Five years ago,
whenKCwas just amember of
parliament, he beat up an RNAC
department chief for aminor reason.
The chiefs still remember that.

Minister KC�s outbursts are not
just limited to the RNAC. Some
days ago, KC and eight otherMPs
showed up at the airport. He asked
the authorities which aircraft was
available. Someone told him the
Skyline craft had not flights. He
called a Skyline officials and asked
that his team and he be flown
immediately to Lukla. The official
spoke to his director, the director
could not refuse theminister and
the plane flew to Lukla. The
minister thenasked thepilot towait
inLukla for a fewhours, after that the
plane flewagainwith theminister and
his entourage, this time forPhaplu.
Thepilotwas then told to return to
Kathmandu,buthad to flyback to
Phaplu thenext day topickup the
minister andhis cronies.

That causedall Skyline flights to
becancelled for twodays.According to
aSkyline official, the company is
already in the red and thatparticular
day�s activities certainlydidnothelp.
Theminister is alsoknown for
bullyinghelicopter companies too.
Lastweek,he tookahelicopter
belonging toaprivate companyand
flewwith22people toMansarovar.
Hepaid nothing for this trip. A
governmentdirective says that cargo-
carryinghelicopters arenotallowedto
carrypeople�butwhowill tell the
minister ?Onhiswayback from
Mansarovar,KCstoppedatHumla,
inaugurateda touristproject there,
gavea speechconcerningdevelopment
andthen flewtoPokhara.His father
hadaccompaniedhimonthe
Mansarovar trip.
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by AHMED RASHIDCOMMENTARY

t present, 3,000-4,000
Pakistani Islamicmilitants
are fightingwith theTaliban
in theiroffensive against the

anti-Talibanalliance.Thousandsof
Pakistani andKashmirimilitants also
train inAfghanistan for the war in
Kashmir. Pakistan�s knowledge of
the Taliban�smilitarymachine,
storage facilities, supply lines and
leadership hierarchy is total.
Pakistan also has themost compre-
hensive information about the role
of foreignmilitants, their bases and
their numbers. TheUnited States is
nowasking the ISI to turnover all this
informationto theCIA.

If thearmydecides tocommit
fully toWashington,Musharrafwill
have todoevenmore.Hewill have to

CIA, ISI and the Taliban
Gen Musharaff has no option but to crackdown on
Islamic radicals in his own country.

evacuatePakistanimilitaryadvisers
fromAfghanistan,withdrawPakistan�s
recognitionof theTalibanregimeas
the legitimategovernmentofAfghani-
stan, condemntheTalibanandforce
themtoexpel thousandsofPakistani
fighters, in addition to a cutoff of fuel
andother supplies, at the very
momentwhen theywill bepreparing
to resist aUS invasion.

Musharrafwill alsohave tocrack
downhardonPakistan�s Islamic
extremists,whoprovidebinLaden�s
AlQaedawith logistics, communica-
tions andother support.Hemayalso
beobliged toban thosePakistani
groups, likeHarakatul-Ansar
(VolunteersMovement) andJaish-e-
Mohammed(ArmyofMohammed),
that are listedbyWashingtonas

terrorist organizations andcouldpose a
threat toUSforces.The largest
Pakistaniparty fighting inKashmir,
Lashkar-e-Taiba (Armyof thePure), is
on theUS terroristwatch list.All these
groupshave received tacit state support
in thepast; stopping their activities
will be amajor problem forMusharraf.

IfMusharraf decides to fall in line
withUSpolicy, hewill receive
widespread support fromthemajority
ofPakistanis�especially theurban,
educatedmiddleclass�whoare tired
of the country�s dire economic crisis
and the chronic lawlessness largely
causedby Islamic extremists, andwho
areconcernedabout the rapid
�Talibanization�ofPakistani society. In
earlySeptemberneo-TalibanPakistani
groups in theNorthwest

FrontierProvincepreventedUNICEF
fromcarryingout apolio immuniza-
tioncampaign for childrenbecause
they considered it un-Islamic. The
same groups have smashedTV sets
and forcedwomen to stay at home,
as the Taliban have done in
Afghanistan.

At the same time,Pakistancould
negotiatemajorconcessions fromthe
UnitedStates for its support�the
liftingofUSsanctions against
Pakistan imposed in response to
Islamabad�s 1998nuclear tests, a
partialwrite-off of the country�s $38
billion internationaldebt,more loans
fromthe IMFand theWorldBank,
greaterUSpressureon India to settle
theKashmirdisputeon terms
acceptable toPakistan, andthe re-
establishmentof a closemilitary and
intelligence relationshipwith the
UnitedStates tocounterWashing-
ton�sgrowingmilitaryandeconomic
linkswithNewDelhi.However,
manyPakistanis fear that theUnited
Statesmay just usePakistan, as it did
in the1980s against the Soviet
Union,andthenwalkawayonce the
USmission is over, establishing a
closermilitary alliancewith India
and leavingPakistan inchaos.That
fear is not only expressed by Islamic
groups but also byPakistani liberals.

What themilitary ismost
concernedabout is abacklash from
Islamicparties andconservative
Islamicistswithin theofficer corps,
whowill accuseMusharrafof

kowtowingtotheAmericans.Maulana
SamiulHaq,whoheads a stringof
madrassahs thatmanyTaliban leaders
attended in the early 1990s and that
arenowattendedbyCentralAsian
Islamicmilitants, haswarned
Musharraf that therewill be ahuge
public backlash ifPakistanbends to
USdemands. �I amsure thePakistani
Armywill not allow this tohappen,
andMusharrafwill bemindful of the
sentimentsofhisunder-command.
Therewill be a strongpublic backlash
also,��Haq saidonSeptember14.
Haq�sprovocativecommentsreflect
movesby Islamic fundamentalists to
increasepressureonMusharraf from
within the army.Several senior
generals and former ISI chiefs known
for their hard-line Islamic viewshave
beenevenmoreprovocative, claiming
that the attacks in theUnited States
were carried out as part of an
Israeli-Jewish conspiracy in league
with the CIA in order to give Israel
a free hand to crush the Palestinians
and defameMuslims.

Musharraf isdeeplyconcerned
aboutUSintentionstowardthe
Taliban, and thePashtunethnic
group inparticular, fromwhomthe
Talibanaredrawnandwhostraddle
theborderbetweenPakistanand
Afghanistan, andwhat the future state
ofAfghanistanwill look like.The
UnitedStates is likely to target the
Taliban leadership and itsmilitary
formationsandencourageananti-
Talibanuprising in thePashtunbelt

in the southandeast ofAfghanistan,
which is theTalibanheartland.

There is alreadygrowingUSand
international support for theLoya
Jirga (tribal council) peaceprocess in
Afghanistan,headedby formerKing
Zahir Shah,now in exile inRome.
TheLJprocess is almost certain to
becomethemainpolitical alternative
forAfghanistan andwill probablybe
backed incomingmonthsby the
UnitedStatesandNATO.Pakistan
doesnot support theLJ andwould
insist to theUnitedStates that
Islamabadcontinue tohaveamajor
say in the formationof any future
government inKabul. IfPakistan is
fully onboardwithWashington,
Islamabadwill be able to influence
theoutcomeoftheUSattackandmay
retain influence indetermining the
futureAfghangovernment. If it
balks,Washington is unlikely to
listen toPakistanidemands.

Musharraf isbetweena rockand
ahardplace, and thewayhegoes
coulddetermine the future viability
of thePakistani state.This is a
momentof reckoning forPakistan. It
has todecidewhether itwants tobe
partof the international community
or go it alone, at the risk of turning
into apariahnation andpossibly
even state collapse.� (TheNation)

(Ahmed Rashid is the author
ofTaliban:Militant Islam,Oil and
FundamentalisminCentralAsia,
Yale.)
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nglish literature from Nepal has lately been attracting some
attention, with new publications abroad. Yet English literature is
not as alien to Nepal as it sounds. Laxmi Prasad Devkota and Bal

Krishna Sama made some early attempts, as far back as the 1940’s, to
write English poems—though their verses were sometimes marred by
odd syntax and antiquated usage. The English language entered the
formal education curriculum in 1959; and just over a decade later, Abhi
Subedi, Peter J Karthak and Padma P Devkota were producing poems
in this language. They were joined in the 1980’s by diverse writers
such as Mani Dixit, Greta Rana, Keshar Lall, Prakash A Raj, Kesang
Tseten, Manju Kachuli, Shailendra K Singh, Yuyutsu RD Sharma, Tek B
Karki, Pallav Ranjan, Para Limbu, Laxmi Rajbhandari and DB Gurung.
With their native command over English and their extensive experience
in Nepal, long time expatriates such as Henny Dossing Paudel, Joy
Stephens and Joel Isaacson have also, today, contributed to the
growing body of English literature of Nepal.

Poet Wayne Amtzis is one such expatriate, an American who
has lived in Kathmandu for more than 20 years, teaching, translat-
ing and writing. He is the author of two chapbooks, Monsoon Song
and The Journey East. He also translated Two Sisters, the poetry
collection of Manju Kachuli and Benju Sharma; he edited and co-
translated Banira Giri’s poetry collection From the Lake, Love; and
he is currently co-translating the poems of Purna Bahadur Vaidya.
Had he not, on some vagary, given up his considerable command of
the Nepali language, he would be the finest translator of Nepali
poetry: any verse he touches, even as co-translator, shimmers
with uncommon grace.

Amtzis’s own work, too, is no less brilliant in its formal experiments
and search for wisdom and insight. The poem below dates back to his
1980’s oeuvre, focusing on the consecration and profanity of modern
Kathmandu.

Kali�s Curse
A few roused at dawn,
summoned to bear some insistent landlord’s load;

the rest remain on stoops where they’ve slept,
like toppled statues or unclaimed bodies

On Kathmandu’s corners crouched round burning trash,
coolies smoke or drink sweet tea
Without gun or kukhri, through Asan & Durbar Square
His Majesty’s soldiers jog. How long will the stooped coolies stand

aside?
At Kastamandap, a bewildered cow stands her ground
and pisses. On city roofs, stunted cactus stand guard,

meat astir with captive flies hangs to dry
Splattered by cement tossed from tray to tray,
barechested workers swarm endless tiers of girder and sky
Beneath the winds borne down by brutal dreams of incarnation,
strings tangled and taut, kites swoop and crash
In a city not yet emergent from feudal crimes, gods
resurrected on cinema billboards, building eclipsed peaks
mourned with a carefree procession of clouds,
streets darkened till daylight’s reprieve,
on all avenues of access and regress,
police sport thin batons and heavy wicker shields

by MANJUSHREE THAPANEPALITERATURE

THE EXPATRIATE POET:
Wayne Amtzis

Where peddlers sprawl between piles of misshapen fruit,
and rickshaw wallahs snare riders laden with cameras,
while her drunken man drones a harmonium,
arms twisted, hands clutching air, bent fingers pointing,
Kali curses and wails. Late in the day, the Himalayas wake
With nothing to do, boys ride long thin poles
pursuing a dog marked for the kill. Behind high compound walls,
banana trees shade a sleeping dog

Moved by the growing disparity between rich and poor in
contemporary Kathmandu, Amtzis began to write more ethically
charged poems in the 1990’s. (In doing this, he moved closer to the
flanks of Nepal’s progressive poets). The poem below is an example
of his more political oeuvre. It offers readers a chance to look, with
compassion, at the world around them, and also to examine their
own consciences.

NOENDTO IT
Where buses spew forth fumes,

on a curb, her hand round a cigarette
With forceful gait he emerges

from the five-o’clock-crowd
Recruited as protagonists

for the play you’d have me perform,
gaining in confidence

they speak their own words
Their demands appear ludicrous

They ask for a glass of water,
a few flat loaves,

a tablespoon of sugar,
a match. Between echoing traffic

and the stealth of dusk
.a bottle of cheap rum,

a blanket, passersby slip away
a glass of water, a few flat loaves

There’s no end to it a tablespoon of.
Though the darkening street

manhandles all who remain,
a temple alcove’s refuge

The blanket they speak of
warms us. With them

we sleepwalk past the angry,
the pained, the vengeful There’s no end to it!

A narrow lane,
a woman bending to her sewing,

a sunken abattoir,
a face at a window

Do we wake? Despite the blanket
Do we shiver?

Amtzis’s original poems, and some of their Nepali translations,
can be read in the upcoming issue of Studies in Nepali History and
Society. Some of his work can also be accessed at the website
www.photo-poems.com. Amtzis currently teaches chi gong and
meditation in Kathmandu.

E

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

KUNDA DIXIT
versincemovingfilmmadeit
possible forcelluloidtoshow
motionfor the first time,artists

startedusingthenovelmediumfor
expression.Inthebeginningtherewas
thefascinationwiththefluidmove-
ment,but itwasexpensivebusiness.
Thedocumentaryinevitablybecame
thepoorcousinofthebuddingmovie
industry.Inthe1920s, thedocumen-
taryhadtodependonthepropaganda
budgetsofgovernments,opposition
parties, charitableorganisations.

Oneofthemoststrikingearly
examplesofgovernmentinvolvement
indocumentaryfilmproductionis

Triumph of the documentary
undoubtedlyLeniRiefenstahl�s
Triumphof theWill.Whereelsebut
inNaziGermanycouldanentirecity
havebeenmobilised just for thesakeof
adocumentary!Hundredsofcameras
recordedHitler�sdescent throughthe
cloudstoboulevards linedwith
cheeringdevotees.Theawesome
poweroftheaudio-visualmedia in
bringingacrossagovernment-
sponsoredviewpointhadbeen
discovered.

Theworldwassoonplungedinto
war.Thedocumentarybecameapart
of thewareffort.TheOfficeofWar
InformationintheUnitedStates
drafteddirectorsandcameramento
churnoutupbeatdocumentarieson
what theboyswereuptoonthe front.
TheMemphisBelle andfrontline
footagefromthePacificbroughtthe
sacrificeandbraveryof the troops to
cinemahousesthroughoutthecountry.

AfterWorldWarII,Hollywood
wasintobiggerthingsandthe
documentaryfell fromfavour.There

were stillprivateorganisations that
madefilms like thepre-warTheRiver
orTheCity but since televisionhad
notmadeadebut, thedocumentary
hadtowait.Whencathoderays
dawnedintheearly1950s, the
documentaryoncemorehadanideal
mediumofdeliverybut itwasonce
moreside-stepped.Just likeHolly-
wood, televisionstationsdidnotseem
towant tohaveanythingtodowith
controversy.Documentaryfilmswere
in factall aboutcontroversial com-
mentsonprevailingreality.

Itwaswith theSee itNowshows
onCBSthatthedocumentaryin
Americafinallygot itschance.Buteven
here,documentaryfilmmakersfoundit
difficult toreconcile themselves to
pressures from�above�toeither tone
downtheircommentortodropsome
subjectsaltogether.

Scalingdownofthecamera
equipmenttotake16mmfilmandthe
gradualminiaturisationofthesound
equipmentwiththemagnetic

audiotapebroughtchanges.Asthe
equipmentgot lessobtrusiveandmore
portable, filmproducerscouldnow
ventureintohithertouncharted
territory.Asadirect legacyof the
cinemaveritémovementinEurope,
thetelevisiondocumentary, too,
becamemobile.Theadventofvideo
anddigital equipment advanced the
genre of verité now visible in
documentaries, spot news footage,
andyes,MTV.

Verité alloweddocumentary
makers likeBobDrewandRichard
Leacock,andshowslikeABCCloseup
topresent filmsthatmadeviewers feel
theywere there.We�re all used to it
now,butwhenit first cameout, there
wasnothing like it.But inthe
obsessionwithactuality,many
filmmakersinfluencedbyDrewforgot
thetrueroleof thedocumentary�to
makeasocialcommentandhavea
voiceof itsown.Cinemaveritébecame
anendinitself.

Justbecauseadocumentary�is

there� itdoesnotmean it shows the
truth.Editingcanshowoppositeviews
usingsamevisuals. FrankCapraused
Riefenstahl�s footageofHitler inWhy
WeFight.WhileHitler�s fieryoratory
wasusedpowerfullybyRiefenstahl to
showhis forcefulpersonality, leader-
shipandcharisma,Caprausedthe
same footage toexposeHitler as a
ruthlessdemagogue.Bothweremaking
propagandafilms.

Editingfilmsneverstoppedbeing
anissue.Criticsofearly television
documentarieswereagainstthe
powerfulmannerinwhichthe
juxtapositionofeventscouldexagger-
ateorwarpfacts.WhentheAmerican
EdMurrowandFredFriendlyduo
started to take sideson issues andused
editingtechniquestoeffectivelydrive
hometheirpoint,criticscried�foul�.
Theyfelt itwasfundamentallyunfair
thatdocumentaryfilmeditorsblotout
truthwithselectedsplicing. Intheir
competitivezeal forprime-timenews,
thenetworkswill focus inona20-

secondscuffleduringatwo-hour
demonstrationthatpassedpeacefully.
Theblood-strickenfaceofa lone
victimcanfill a16�screen inthe living
room.Andnowwiththetimeallotted
todocumentariesbecomingincreas-
inglyconstricted,producershavebeen
forcedtoeditoutmoreandmore.
Truth is the first casualty.

Thedocumentarystill remainsa
powerfulmediumforcommenton
social issues, andintelligenteditorscan
use it toexpose injustice.Documenta-
riesproductioncostshavenow
plummeted, justaboutanyonecan
haveadigitalcameraandedit filmon
computer. �

The history of the fascination for fluid film from Leni Riefenstahl (left) to Frank Capra (right).
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We are looking for enthusiastic, highly
competent and committed professional

to assume the following roles.

Executive
Divisional Manager

Nrs 35,000-50,000.00 range per month plus
attractive fringe benefits.

Reporting to the Chairman, the appointee will be responsible for the
development  and execution of marketing plans and strategies.
Duties cover brand and positioning development market base
expansion, new services line launches, customer relationship and
loyalty enhancement.

Referred condidates is expected to be:
� Nepali National, aged in mid 35 to early 45,

Sex: Female of Male

� MBA in Economic finance or a related discipline, perferably

with overseas education or having worked abroad.

� Minimum3-5 years experience, perferably in an

International Environment.

� Energetic and hands on with excellence interpersonal and

presentation skills and adaptable to all levels of people.

� Able to communicate effectively on her or his own with

decision-makers of clients at the highest executive level.

� Possessing high self-confidence and creativity in

recommending solution of the  clients with professional

approach and convincing ability.

� Goal-getter, extrovert, energetic, self-initiative, ambitious.

� Aggressive with a strong drives for success.

� Excellents in both spoken and written English.

� Analytical computer literate.

Initial salary will be within the above stated range and will be
commensurate with the successful condidate qualifications and
experiences. Applications in one’s own handwritings, stating in full
qual i f icat ions, and experiences, as wel l  as currents and
expected remuneration, and a recent photograph should be sent to:

Executive Recruitment
HRD Division

VOITH Complex
Tinkune, Sinamangal
P.O, Box: 233/2640
Kathmandu, Nepal

“From thought to Finish”
Applications will be treated in strict confidence. Reference(s) will
not be contacted unless prior approval is given by the applicant.
Application should reach “VOITH” on or before Oct 22, 2001.
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KATHMANDU VALLEY

Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue

28-18 28-18 27-17 27-17 27-18

MOVIESMOVIESMOVIESMOVIESMOVIES
� � Nepali and Hindi movies  online ticket booking at www.nepalshop.com

EXHIBITIONEXHIBITIONEXHIBITIONEXHIBITIONEXHIBITION
� � In Search of Shangri La  Photos by Nepali and European photographers. Until
12 October, 10am-6pm, National Art Council, Babermahal. Organised BY the Nepal
Photographic Society and Eco Himal.
� � Paintings and sculptures  by Batsa Gopal Vaidya and Shashi Shah. 14
September-17 October, 11am-6pm. Siddhartha Art Gallery, Baber Mahal Revisited.
411122
� � Looking for something different?  Dwarika’s in-house craft workshop produces all furniture,
restoration, brick work. Daily 10am-4pm, Dwarika’s Hotel. 479488

MUSICMUSICMUSICMUSICMUSIC
� � Red Sky Walkers at the Rox  Abhaya and Dev live, and DJ Neil. Happy hour 6pm-9pm. The Rox,
Hyatt Regency. 491234
� � Weekends at The Jazz Bar  The Jazz Commission on Thursdays, Chris Masand’s Latin band on
Fridays and on Saturdays An Fainne. 7pm onwards. Shangri-La Hotel
� � Live Acoustic Music  Dinesh Rai and Deependra every Friday at the Himalatte Café. 9pm 491234
� � Cadenza  Saturday evening live jazz at Upstairs, Lazimpat. 7.30pm-10pm. Rs 200

EVENTSEVENTSEVENTSEVENTSEVENTS
� � Renowned philosopher Richard Rorty speaks  on “The American Left and its View of the
World.” Friday, 28 September, 5.30pm, Baggikhana, Patan Dhoka. Limited seating, for reservations ring
Himal Association 542544.
� � Classical music  Every full moon at the Kirateswor temple, Gaurightat, Pashupati. Next on 7
October, 4pm. Organised by the Shree Kirateshwar Sangeetashram.
� � Action Asia Himalayan Mountain Bike Races  Biking event with categories for everyone with
cash prizes, trophies and $1,950 in bikes to be won. Three races on 10, 17, 24 November. For details,
437437 or  www.bikingnepal.com. Himalayan Mountain Bikes, Thamel.
� � Fourth Momo Festival  Unlimited helpings from 18-20 kinds of momos with live music. Momo-
making, eating contests, door prizes. Rs 350 over 4’6’’ includes complementary beer. Rs 200 under 4’6”,
with complementary coke or ice cream.

EATING OUTEATING OUTEATING OUTEATING OUTEATING OUT
� � Exploration Revisited On Vasco da Gama’s food trail. The Fun Café, Radisson Hotel, 7pm-
10.30pm, 26 September to 3 October. 411818.
� � Patan Museum Café  Mixed menu, garden seating. Lunch only, 11am-2pm. 25 percent off with
Summit Card. 526271
� � Live at Rum Doodle Music Friday and Tuesday nights. 40,000 1/2 ft Bar, Rum Doodle. 414336
� � All-new at Dwarika’s! Krishnarpan Nepali ceremonial four-course lunch, $13, daily from noon.
Friday Night Sekuwa (BBQ) now with fusion music by Himalayan Feelings.  Rs699 per head, Rs1299 per
couple. Three-course course set lunches daily at Toran Garden Restaurant, $11. All prices nett. 479488
� � Boudhanath full moon experience  Special menu, ice-cream, soft guitar at the Stupa View
Restaurant, directly at the stupa. 2 October, 5pm onwards. 480262
� � Saturday lunch at Restaurant Kantipur, Club Himalaya, Nagarkot. BBQ buffet Rs 500 per head.
410432, 414432
� � Dine with the birds and butterflies  Chef Sher Shing BBQ, kababs, tandoors, other traditional
cuisine Farm House Café overlooking Shivapuri Reserve. Park Village Resort, Budanilkantha.
� � La Soon  Restaurant and Vinotheque Lunch, tea and dinner with European and American food,
fine wines. Pulchowk. 535290
� � Free soft drink with Over the Rainbow’s American diner-style sandwiches. Full meals at
backpacker prices. Opposite Pilgrims Book House, Thamel. Only for NT readers. 42651
� � Wet and Wild Summer Swimming and buffet lunch. Saturday and Sunday at Godavari Village
Resort. Adults Rs 600, children Rs 350. Taxes extra. 560675, 560775
� � Juicy steaks, chilled beer , Mexican cuisine, great breakfasts, sports bar. All week long. Live band
Wednesday, Sunday evenings 6.30-10.00.  K-too! Beer & Steakhouse, Thamel. 433043
� � Dinner and concert Dine with Nepali singers Sapna
Shree Pariyar and Suresh Manandhar. 8pm-11pm, except
Tuesdays. Far Pavilion, The Everest Hotel. 488100
� � Saturdays at the Malla Swimming and French chef’s
barbecue lunch. 11am-5pm. The Malla Hotel. 418385,
410966
� � Splash Bar and Grill New fifth-floor outlet with
panoramic view of city and surrounding hills. Starting 28
September at the Radisson. 411818

GETAWAYSGETAWAYSGETAWAYSGETAWAYSGETAWAYS
� � September at Shangri-La Swimming and lunch for
Rs 600, earn Rs 300. For details call 412999
� � Chiso Chiso Hawama  Summer B&B package for Nepalis and expatriates. Rs 1,250 per head. Club
Himalaya Nagarkot Resort. 410432, 414432
� � Nagarkot Escape  Weekends in cottages, views of the Himalayas, valleys and forests. Special
rates for Nepalis and resident expatriates. Hotel Keyman Chautari. keyman@wlink.com.np 436850
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by MIKUYAK YETI YAK
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There is an interesting pattern of post-monsoon circulation
in the Himalaya. Three low pressure zones, one in
northwest India, another in central India and a third in
southeast Tibet drew a band of clouds into the central
Himalaya from the Bay of Bengal. Although it brought cloud
cover, the system failed to bring any of the expected rain
we predicted last week. So, next week look for more of
the same: low ground-hugging clouds on the valley floor in
the mornings, hot and humid days and glorious evenings
punctuated by isolated brief showers with fresh wester-
lies. Characteristic pre-Dasain weather.
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BOOKWORM

Courtesy Mandala Book Point, Kantipath, 227711, mandala@ccsl.com.np

The way to Mexico  is too far. Botega
Restaurant and Tequila Bar is near Thamel
Chowk. 266433. 15 percent off-season
discount.

The Borderlands Resort  For canyoning,
rafting, trekking at Tibet borders, Profes-
sional Development Program, Leadership
Courses and many more. 425836/425894.
info@borderlandresorts.com.
www.borderlandresorts.com.

Gourmet weekend for Nepalis and expatri-
ates Naked Chef, Nagarkot, B&B, three-
course international gourmet dinner,
transport both ways—Rs 1100. 417386,
680115

K-Too! Beer and Steakhouse  not the
“longest”, “highest”, “first” or any other
superlative. Just a relaxed, easy-going bar
and restaurant with the coldest beer and
juiciest steaks this side of the moon. By the
Kathmandu Guest House. 433043

HMB Mountain Biking Have your bike
serviced or repaired by HMB’s Professional
Mechanics at the HMB Workshop. Riding
gear, accessories and parts available.
Second hand bikes bought/sold/hired. New
and reconditioned mountain bikes for sale.
Himalayan Mountain Bikes—Tours and
Expeditions. 437437.

For Sale  One each Casio piano modelCT-

770 (MIDI compatible), Aiwa CD-tape
recorder player, Panasonic VCR. Also other
furniture and household items. All in good
condition, very reasonable prices. Ring
373218 before 9.30am and after 5.30pm.

Reflexology Professionally US/Europe-
trained naturopath. Suitable for specific
health problems and as a preventive meas-
ure. Improves blood circulation and energy
flow throughout the body. 413774 or email
buddhasfeet@about.com.

House for rent or sale  Sitapaila Ring Road,
12-minute drive from Lincoln School. Two
roapni compound, five bedrooms, two
bathrooms, kitchen, dining and sitting room,
servant’s quarters, other facilities. 356074

Best Room in Thamel  Long-term only.
Private terrace, bath, double-bed, wardrobe,
shelves. Quiet, private, and a great view.
US$5 per day. Contact John 548119.

Stupa V iew Restaurant and T errace  Directly
at Boudhanath Stupa. Well-appointed
restaurant, terraces with best views to the
auspicious stupa, the eternal Himalayas.
International vegetarian specialties, pizza
from clay oven, ice cream delights, soft
guitar tunes. Fridays, Saturdays and Sun-
days, 5 pm onwards. Special full moon
events. Daily 11am-8.30pm. Reservations
ring 480262.

�����

Radio Sagarmatha
P.O. Box 6958, Bakhundole, Lalitpur, Nepal
Tel: ++977-1-545680, 545681 Fax: ++ 977-1- 530227
E-mail: radio@radiosagarmatha.org
www.radiosagarmatha.org

Mon-Fri 0615-0645 BBCWorld Today
Sat 0615-0645 BBCScience in Action
Sun 0615-0645 BBCAgenda
Daily 2045-2115 BBC g]kfnL ;]jfg]kfnL ;]jfg]kfnL ;]jfg]kfnL ;]jfg]kfnL ;]jf
Daily 2245-2300 BBC g]kfnL ;]jfg]kfnL ;]jfg]kfnL ;]jfg]kfnL ;]jfg]kfnL ;]jf

on FM 102.4

/]l8of] ;u/dfyf

End of the Line: The Story of the Killing of theRoyals inNepalNeeleshMishra
PenguinBooks India,NewDelhi, 2001
Rs320
AP correspondentMishra pieces together the sometimes conflicting reports ofwhat happened
on the night of 1 June through extensive interviews, and contemplates its larger national
significance.

�KayGardeko?�: TheRoyalMassacre inNepal PrakashARaj
Rupa andCo,NewDelhi, 2001

Rs200
PrakashRaj explores what is believed to have happened on 1 June and its repercussions. This

volume, printed on art paper, is rich in photographs.
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HAPPENINGS

ART AND SOCIETY

NOTREVOLUTIONARY:Students fromKathmanducolleges painting
over revolutionary republican slogans outsideTriChandraCampus with
messages like: �Give peace a chance� on Saturday, 22 September.

REPUBLICANSONDURBARSQUARE:LilaManiPokhrel of the
UnitedPeoples� Front addressing a rally organised byMaoist-affiliated
organisations onPatanDurbar Square onSunday, 23 September.

RADKAT IN �MANDU:RadissonHotel launches its discount card at a
function onWednesday, 19 September. Seen here are (l to r)Nirmalya
Biswas, PreranaRai,KentDavidson,AbhinavRana andVinodSharma.○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

ALOK TUMBAHANGPHEY
iveminutesdowntheroad
oppositeHotelNarayani isa
smallbakery.But ifyournose is

functioning,youdon�tneeddirections.
Walkdownthatroadanytimestarting
7am,andyouwill felledbythemost
delicious,enticingfragrance�fresh
baked bread, buns, cakes, pastries
and cookies. For 23 years now this
little bakery,Hermann�s to those in
the know, has been serving the
neighbourhood and is knownas the
finest place for the perfectGerman
bakery products.

German,wesay.Yup: thesignsays
HermannHelmersBäckereiund
Konditorei.Butdon�texpecta
haughtyGermanbaker.Thishasbeen,
fromthestart,anall-Nepali family
venture.AshokKCwasabakerdoing
theroundsofdifferenthotels in

Slice of heaven
Words cannot
adequately
describe the
joys of a

Hermann�s
bakery product.

Kathmanduinthemid-70�suntilhe
openeduphisownlittleoutlet in the
very spot that it stands today. In1978
Ashokdecidedtoenhancehis skills
andwenttoGermanytotrain inthe
artofbaking.Impressedbythe
emphasisonqualityAshokcameback

toNepaldeterminedtoproduceonly
thebest,nevercompromisingon
quality.Hedecidedtonamehis
bakeryafterhisboss inBremen.And
soaKathmandulegendwasborn:
HermannHelmersbakeryand
confectioners.After that, therewasno
stoppingAshok.�Intheolddays it
wasalldonebyhandandbakedin
wood fire ovens.Today everything
ismodern.Wehave come a long
way,� saysNirmal, Ashok�s oldest
son,who is looking forward to
celebrating the family business� 25th

anniversary in2003.
Hermann�sisn�tonlyabout

butterycookiesandscrumptiously
chewywholemealbread.This isa
small-enterprisewithaconscience. In
order tocutdownon itsuseofplastic,
Hermann�sstartedgivingitsregular
customer freeclothbagswiththe

bakery�s logo.Unfortunately, says
Kamal,anotherbrother,oftenNepalis
askedforanewbagevery timethey
came,because they founditahassle
tocarry theoldonearound.Sonow
Hermann�s sells thebagforRs45,
anddonates40percentof the sale
pricetoadisabledchildren� fund.
Theyalsoplanto introducesturdy
paperbags.

Ashokretiredsixyearsago,and
nowhisthreesonsNirmal,Kamal,
andBimal runtheshowwitha little
helpfromtheirmother,RamMaya,
whoisalwaysonahndtogreet
customersinthemorning.Besides
learningfromtheir father, thethree
brothershavealsoreceivedtrainingat
theHotelManagementandTourism
TrainingCentre.Eachhashisown
task�Nirmaloverseesa lot,buthis
truepassion iswhitebreadandthe
perfect little cupcakes younger
Hermann�s customer�s love.Kamal
handles the pastry department,
whileBimal, the youngest,makes
thepuffs�including the chicken
puff that has been the downfall of
manywhowork out at the gym
next door.And from time to time
the founder still pops in to check
onquality.Nirmal andhis brothers
are happy thatmoreNepalis are
eatinghealthy,wholegrainbread,
butNirmal stresses: �Themain
thing is the satisfaction you get
out of it.�

Betweenthefamilyandnine
apprenticesandhelpers, this little
shopmakesa lotofpeoplehappy�
andintheprocess, takes inmore
everydaythanevenagoodrestaurant.
Thebakerystarts sellingat7am,and
bymid-afternoonmostofthebread,
rolls,bunsandpiesaregone. �But it is
only4�oclock,�weoverheardone
customerlamenting,becausethe
brownbreadshecameforwasall
gone.There�salwaystomorrow,as
Hermann�sdevotedfansknow.�
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The people of United States of America thank
the people of Nepal for your kind words, your
prayers, your friendship, and your offers of
assistance during this period of profound
national and international tragedy.

Your expressions of support have been a great
comfort and a source of strength.

We look forward to working with you to
make the world a safer place.

With warmest regards,
U.S. Embassy Kathmandu and

the American Community in Nepal
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CDO Regd No. 194/056/57 Lalitpur, Central Region Postal Regd. No. 04/058/59

by Kunda Dixit

Under My Hat

T heBaddieshavebeengettingsomebadpressof late
forallegedly�accordingtosomehitherto
independentlyunconfirmedreportsyettobe

verifiedinsomesectionsofthemedia�persuadingfellow-
Nepalis to spontaneouslypartwiththeircashoutof their
ownfreewill.Letmehasten toaddthat theseareonlyvery
prelimineryreports thathavenot, repeatnot,beencross-
checkedfor theirveracity, if any.Thesedonationscouldbe
voluntary (andwehavenoreasontobelieve theyarenot)
andif so, theymustbepartof the instructionsMrZedong
left forhisproteges inhis lastwill andtestament (�Go
forthandkiss their assets,
butgivememycut�).
However, at thispresent
point intime,whatwewant
toask is this:howis this any
differentthanwhatourown
governmentandthe
bureaucracyhavebeen
doingsincetimein
memoriam?

There isactuallynothingnewinall thegive-and-take
that isgoingoninthenameofrebellioninbroaddaylight
andinfullviewofthe lawenforcementagenciesallover
Nepal, evenaswespeak. In fact, extortionhasbeena
nationalrevenue-generationtechniqueinthiscountryever
sinceManjushreewastoldhecouldnotslashChobharHill
in twounlesshe firstpaida royaltyof$3,000(at the
prevalentRastraBankexchangerate)witha$50pocket
moneytounconcernedauthorities,andanother$300
Mountain-SlashingPermitfromtheDepartmentof
DollarsandCentsvalidfortheAutumnSeasonandonly
onhillsuptoanelevationof6,000ft.Goodthing
Manjushreehadbroughtalongplentyofsmalldollarbills
for just suchacontingency,otherwise theMinistryof
IrritationandPhysicalInactivityinSinghaDurbarwould
stillbesubmergedunderapicturesque lake.

Squeezingfellowcitizensdry isaquaintNepalicustom

Kissing assets of arsonists
thathasbeenpasseddownfromonegenerationofNepalis
to thenext, rightupto thepresentday female friskers at
theDepartureLoungeoftheTribulationInternational
Airport. Itworksontheverysimple socialistprincipleof
takingfromeveryoneaccordingtoherabilityandgivingto
anyoneaccordingtohisorhergreed.What thisdoes is it
levels theplayingfield, spreads thewealtharoundand
enablesus, as anation in the throesofdevelopment, to
makerapidadvancestowardsutopia.

In this respectwearealreadywayaheadofcountries in
theregion,havingslappedafeeonjustabouteverything

that a fee canbe slapped
on.But there isnoroom
forcomplacency.We
have toaskourselves: is
thereaDurbarSquare
still untaxed, apeak still
permit-less, a tourist still
ungouged?Thelongand
shortanswer to these
questions is:youbet.

Glaringrevenue-generationopportunities lieuntapped
rightunderthenosesofhigher-upauthorities, leadingto
colossal losses to thenational exchequer.Hereare some
newfeesandroyaltieswecanstartchargingrightawayto
increaseourpercapitaGNP:
1. Satelliteoverfly rights. Ithas cometoournotice that
anIridiumcommunicationsatellite in low-earthorbitgoes
overNepal every30minutes totally freeofcost.Let�s
chargethemforeverypassoverNepaliair space.
2. ArsonFeeofRs1,000(+10%VAT)foreveryschool
busallegedlysetonfire,Rs500foreverymotorcycle
reportedlyabducted,and Rs250foreverymobile
ostensiblykidnapped.Tobepaidbypurportedperpetra-
tors to theDeptofTaxonomyeveryquarter.
3. Global tender forbids (in triplicatewithearnest
moneyinattachedenvelope)todamChobharGorgeso
KathmanduValleywillbeapicturesquelakeagain.
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