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Round 3

At least they are just quarrelling and not killing each other.

RAJENDRA e

he Maoist politburo is meeting this
T week near Naxalbari in India to

decide on the underground party’s
agenda for the third round of peace talks. In
Kathmandu, the Nepali Congress (NC)
governmentis doing the same in party
huddles and with the parliamentary
opposition.

Although there has been alot of

hardline thetoric, neither side wants to

Q: Should America go to war to avenge the terrorist
‘attacks on New York and Washington ?

Toiavotes: 1596

discontinue the talks which i expected in
the nex few days. The next round has to go
into the core ssue of what the Maosts are
finally willing o stl for after six years of
warand 2,000 Nepalis kiled. The top
Maoistleadership is now hemmed in by
o et o

convinced the Maoists are
negotiating in good fich. One
minister admitted: “The
prospect of comingoutinto
parliamentary policics does not
explain the Maoists'readiness
o

domestic, regional factors:
® Dublic opinion against threats, intimida-
tionand extortion

©® This week US Secretary of State Colin
Powell labelled all groups using violence
against legitimate governments terrorists

® Then Indian foreign minister Jaswant
Singh madean dd .

fortalks. They
regrouping,and we'd better be
prepared”

ETHNIC EDGE
Asthe politicalstrugele of the
Maoist revolution recedes,the

Lo
indication:

mentof Nepal's Maoists
® The royal palace and army talk tough
‘The Maoist leadership also faces pressure
from local commanders beginning to
disobey them. Many local cadre are acting
on their own, in some cases giving the
revolution a dangerous communal tint.
Senior leaders now need an exit strategy
which will be acceptable to the
government, and also satisfy those lower
down the ladder. This s  critical
compromise that will be the main
challenge for Comrades Prachanda and
Baburam Bhatarai.
h an’t put the Maoist
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leadership too much in a spor, otherwisea
hardline faction will splic offand head for
the hills again. Prime Minister Sher
Bahadur Deuba, after bringing the negotia-
tions this far s nowalso facing open
dissatisfaction from within his own party
and the palace. Both think he has given in
t00 much to Maoist demands.

King Gyanendra expressed displeasure
last week in a conversation with NC leader
Ram Chandra Poudel about politicians
not standing up against the Maoists’ anti-
monarchy stance. Then, inan unprec-
edented move, the Defence Ministry
warned Maoists last Friday againstinciting
the publicagainst the monarchy. Senior
ministers in the Deuba cabinet said they
were “shocked” by the statement, which
should normally have come from the Home
Ministry. One minister told us: “The palace
has now donea U-turn on the Maoists.”

Anall-party meetingin Baluwatar on
Monday evening designed to prepare for the
third round ended in disarray. Thereis
increasing dissatisfaction with what s seen
asthe prime minister’s sectetive ways in
dealing with the Maoists, and his perceived
leniency towards them. Not everyoneis

from someareas of a new communal edge.
After the truce went into effect, there have
been incidents where local Maoists cadre
have desecrated Hindu temples, slaugh-
tered cows, and in the tarai triggered a
dangerous polarisation with the madhesis.
The bahun-dominated Maoist leadership
now facesastark choice: sell a political
solution to its own followers, or resume the
armed struggle. Ifthe Maoists go fora
politicalsolution, disgrunled Maoist miliia
can easily be assimilated into the police or
amy.

Prospects of reachinga viable agree-
‘ment through the present negotiation
process looks dim, but neither the
government nor the Maoists can afford to
disavow talks. Even if the present talks fail
and there is a return to fighting, both sides
will soon have to return to meaningful
negotiations. The present process has
been stymied by dead-end demands
from the Maoists for a republicand
scrapping the constitution. Except
for these two, most other issues on
the Maoist agenda are negotiable
and there is multi-partisan
consensus on them.

fthe Maoists come up with
concrete and dramatic concessions
during the third round, there is still a
chance that the present process can
be salvaged. Otherwise, it is back to
war. And this time, it will be different:
thearmy will be in the fray, both sides
will use heavier automatic weapons.

The Maoists need a soft landing, a
cushion which they don’tat present
have. Its up to the parliamentary
partis to provide them that. Their's
isa political cause, notan ethnicor
separatist war. The way out is public
debate and negotiation. [

SUDHEERR SHARMA

Missing in action

BINOD BHATTARAI IN GENEVA
Two names top the list of those missing since the start of the Maoist “people’s
war'. Dev Raj Joshi, former Nepali Congress MP from Bajura may have
already been killed after being abducted by Maoists in early July. Danda Pani
Neupane is the most prominent missing Maoist. He disappeared in May 1999,
and the government says Neupane is not on its list of people detailed or killed.
As the third round of talks get underway, both sides are demanding the release
of prisoners and information on the missing. The government wants the Maoists to
release 189 people, including 69 policemen. The Maoists want to know where their
own 69 missing comrades are as a precondition to further dialogue.
The human rights organisation INSEC says Maoists have abducted 547 people
0 far of which 107 are still missing and government has taken 227. The wherea-
bouts of 130 are still unknown. There’s someone else who is keeping count: the
International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) in Geneva. Spokesman
Darcy Christen told us his numbers are similar, adding: “It is a complicated
issue and has to be addressed immediately if you are to be in a position to
have credible talks."
So, either the possible killings have to be admitted (and regretted) by
both sides, or the whereabouts of those still missing made public.
“There are people we have not seen on our subsequent visits,”
Christen added. “It will be a political decision for Kathmandu to say
what happened to them.” Maoists have a greater responsibility
since they have said they respect the Geneva Conventions.
ICRC delegations have been visiting Nepali prisons since late
1998. Although they have no access to Maoist detention camps, the
rebels have not disrupted their work. ICRC says its priority is to visit
those under Maoist detention.
The ICRC has been trying to set up an

office in Nepal since 1998 but does not have a Editorial p. 2
Peace by Dasain

“*headquarters agreement” with government
yet. Sources in the foreign ministry admit there
have been delays and say that's because of “administrative
problems.” Unofficially, one reason for the delay was letting ICRC in
would mean recognising the Maoist internal conflict. The official line
until some months ago was that this was a “law and order problem”.
“We have expertise in tracing people but are not into mediation,” says
Jean Jacques Bovay, head delegate of ICRC in Nepal. The ICRC also offered
to play the role of a neutral intermediary, but the government opted for Nepali
human rights “facilitators.” ICRC's role in Nepal will become more important in
the coming days, especially if the talks break down and the conflict escalates.
It would then be providing medical help to the injured on both sides. And
that can only happen if its official status is clarified, which could happen as
early as next week, a foreign ministry source told us. 0
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TURN, TURN, TURN

History is an endless cycle. Countries suffer untold turmoil, and
return to where they started to find that all the death and destruction
was in vain. Look at Afghanistan. Thirty years after hounding out their
king, dabbling in communism, being torn asunder by an ethnic
fratricidal war, and now ruled by one of the most obscurantist re-
gimes on earth, it may be King Zahir Shah who will have to rescue
Afghan unity and nationalism. Moral of the story: you don't know what
you have until you lose it.

Back at home, we are not quite sure what is driving the Maoists’
anti-monarchy agenda. But suddenly, the comrades aren't that hot
about a republic anymore. Their original desire to set up a Peoples’
Republic of Nepal gave way to the demand for a “bourgeois republic”
and then “an institutional development towards a republic”. Fair
enough. Every king, queen or sheikh is a tradeoff between the feudal
hangover of hereditary rulers and with the need for a state icon that
gives historical continuity to nationhood. Prevailing conditions at
different times will determine public opinion about whether the trade-
off is worth it.

Norway just went through one: the crown prince married a commoner
who is an ex-drug addict and a single mother. The media said the
monarchy had outlived its usefulness. The same week in Sweden, King
Carl Gustaf had a strawberry tart thrown on his face by a teenager as he
inaugurated a recreation centre. Danes are fonder of their royalty, but in
Norway public support is down to below 60 percent. The monarchy vs
republic debate will go on.

It will be the same here. The birth of our nation is inextricably
linked to the ruling dynasty. Modern Nepal with its multi-ethnic, multi-
lingual and multi-religious tapestry has few other symbols to cement
itself into a nation state. Our kingdom and kingship were bruised and
dented by the royal massacre, but the public's regard for the monar-
chy has withstood this test. Many Nepalis still don't believe the official
version of the events of 1 June 2001, but they have decided to move
on for now. They cope by disassociating the persona of the monarch
from their predisposition for a monarchy.

Let's learn from Thailand. As long as we keep politics out of this
national symbol and as long as the monarchy keeps itself above
politics, it should be fine.

Peace BY DASAIN

The bell has now rung for Round Three. Negotiators are being
readied for talks again. The two sides used the previous rounds to
size each other up, and to send the war-weary Nepali public a mes-
sage that they were serious about talks. The public wants to believe
them. All indications are that the Maoists are trapped between the
internal consequences of what they have unleashed, and the need to
press the eject button.

Itis a lesson in how to unravel a revolution. From the Maoists’
point of view, things were going very well till recently. The insurgency
had grown phenomenally and spread to all parts of the country. Six
years and 2,000 lives later, they had advanced facing no resistance
from feckless and fractious parliamentary parties.

The maobadi became a household word spoken either in fear or
awe. Then came the truce and talks in July. In a matter of weeks they
had squandered most of the gains of the past six years. When the
people discovered that the talks were an excuse for more aggressive
extortion, threats, kidnappings, and the forced closures of busi-
nesses, their support waned. Ordinary shopkeepers, subsistence
farmers and civil servants in the districts were now paying ransom.
School buses were burnt, and aboveground leaders gave fiery
speeches threatening to turn Narayanhiti into the Pentagon. Then, the
desecration of temples, the forced feeding of beef, and the attacks on
tarai farmers. There was now very little difference between the
Maobadi and the Buddha-demolishing Taliban.

The Maoist leadership is distancing itself from this behaviour,
even apologising, but the statements have been too little too late. The
danger in all this is that once the revolution loses its political edge,
grassroots warlords bored with the truce will unleash communally-
tinged attacks to light ethnic fires in the hills and the tarai.

It is vital for the third round to go into substantive discussions to
give the Maoists a
face-saving way to
come out into the
mainstream. The
longer this drags on,
the greater the
chances that truce will
be broken. Let's wrap
it up by Dasain, and
give the long-suffering
people of Nepal
something to finally
rejoice about this
festival season

STATE OF THE STATE

A year after Dunai

3

by CK LAL

Nations need armies to go to war. But in peacetime, they need

a strong and motivated police force.

assinginto post-traumatictress, the
PUniredS[a(esofAmerlcahzsfal]en
forthe coping mechanism of waging
war on an enemy whose threat it has
massively magnified. Its mltary buildup in
the Gulfand Central Asia portends the
mother ofall bateles. Butallthissabre-
ratdling scems aimed more ata domestic
audienc than the Al Quicafgitivsof

Osama bin Laden last seen in Afgha

tepectinglife. Tarrorbsmn such an

peacckeeping duties abroad.
. o

Terror,as study after study everywherehas
shown, isthe weapon of at resort for
those who feltha they have been denied

doesn’tseem to have learnt that primary
lesson of carnage in Dunai exactly a year
ago. Hundredsofguerlls sommed the
fDolpaon 25

justice. In every society, th isa
culwurally deprived and nartculate group
of people who resort to violence to express
their grievances.

4

No nation, not even a superpower or a
military alliance like NATO can guarantee
peace ina world plagued by increasing
inequality and a vicious cycle of poverty,
exploitation and injustice. The sole
superpower of the globe may have reduced
the United Nations to the level of a
“supra-national reliefagency” asan
American scholar put it disparagingly, but
itstill is the last hope of turning the world
intoacommunity of nations.

Whatis true of relationship between
nations is equally valid for interdependence
between different communities withina
state. The moment asingle community, or
analliance of dominant communities,
decides to perpetuate the hold on power
then the seeds of sedition are sown. Ina
functioning democracy, the state is
expected to mediate in the conflict of
interest between communities that have
contradictory aspirations and differing
grievances. The moment a state stops
discharging that function of mediation, it
ceases to command respect, and ultimately
starts to lose its relevance altogether.

When the state becomes soft and
ineffective, the powerful shut themselves
inside fortresses. The weak, on the other

Theonly idote
terrorism is to ensure justice in society.
Afterall, the history of human civilisation
is nothing buta chronicle of the scarch for
justice. All wars between “the good and
(hc evil” have been mamfcsmlons of the
pursuit of a higher goal

September 2001 As ldieswached from
nearby barracks 4 policemen were killed,
41 others wounded, 12 abducted and
Rs50 million looted from a bank. For
those who witnessed Dunai, the later
humiliation in Holeri cameas no surprise.

‘Thatis why on Saturday when the
Ministryof Defencesuddenly warned that
icwould notsitidly by fthe sanctity of

I monarchy is rdiculed

of ahumane and just social order in
the world.

Pursuit of justice is not just moral, it is
also practical. The waya society treats its
weak is the only(me measure of its
civilisation, and nothing frigh

publicly it sounded more sinister than
sensible. Thatis supposed to be the job of
the police, and the army is expected to
assititf needed. Thearmy asserting eself
insoutinepolidclaffirsofthecountey
sentall the

investment and trade as swiftly as a state
that cannot deliver justice to the ag-
grieved. As much as the moral obligation
of ensuring social justice, nations need the
badge of the rule of law.

The police is the social institution that
helps implement laws to safeguard justice.
Whetheritis to get people offa burning
skyscraper in Manhattan or to control
anti-Maoist mobs in Biruwagadhi, Parsa,
policemen are usually the first representa-
tives of the state to arrive ara scene of
carnage or conflict. Officers of the Royal
Nepal Armylove to pour scorn on their
brethren in blue, but they fail to realise
tha ifirwere nor for the Nepal Police,
ourmenin green’ wouldn’t hav: been able

d, grow increasingly desp 10p

d
to devor pletely to

One year after B che Maoiss e

now engaged in talks. Some oftheir
leaders are above ground. But faced with
growing public backlash, theirsupply-lines
throtled from the south, Maoistsare in
uncertain errain. Increasingly on the
defensive, they are now lashing out like
cornered cats. On the anniversary of the
carnage in Dunai, let us hope that the
government realises the need of
revitalising a force that has lost its will
to fight terrorism. Restoring peace is
what we owe the 2,000 Nepalis who
have been killed in this senseless war.
And to keep that peace, we need a
strong and motivated police force that
takes its motto (“Truth, Serviceand
Security”) seriously.
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SOMEWHERE IN NEPAL

he cloud of confision seutling on the
top ter of our political class has
thickened considerably n recent
weeks. A day afeer pointedly accusing
;

by PUSKAR BHUSAL

ntrived confusion

Every political group seems bewildered right now, but there is an

evolving consensu

ity and New Delhi darb

The Maoists, alreads dedby

fomenting the Maoist rebellion, Nepali
Congess president Girija Prasad Koirala
clarifies that what he actually meant was
that he is mystified about who really is
behind the six-year-old insurgency. UML
leader Madhav Kumar Nepal, who has

igh

spontaneous outbreaks of popular mis(—
ance in some districts and rumbles of
recalcitrance within their ranks, are ina
quandary over whether to join mainstream
politics before things getany worse or to
continue their campaign of violence and

id: ata time when South Asia is

democracy may have to be destroyed to be saved

things,extortion, coercion andsandlion Although they hate admlmngu, every
which everybody thoughtvwere ternal political group scems to be basking in this
criminaloffences—fora month,only toliftic  biosphere of bafflement. Afee his push to
5 I i hefltering  pleascandapp body in the land-
peace talks. Thedozensof Maoistactivists ~ reformp backfied, Deuba has

freed from prison asagesture of government
goodwlll geta freerhand to ralsc funds o

generally stood by hi
Narayanhity-Nepali Congress] “NovDeli
wipod on which the Maoists stand, s

"

becoming the main battlefield of the US-led

partofp
UMLand the break 11 evldendy

globilvaron tcrroris.
The D

flummoxed b
between Koirala and Prime Minister Sher
Bahadur Deubaon fthe

which seemed
mbefullyfocusedonu priorii

sensing that the tide might be beginning o
turnagainst the Maoists,remind us they have
not ruled out Theyagreeto

government-Maoist peace talks. (In
retrospect, it turns out that Koirala was

unfirly crticised for is adamant one-man-

WO-posts stance.)

in, is now caught in the
web of its own concessions. Itimposes a
ban on, among other

reject key political demands of the Maoists as
out ofs(epwnh Nepal' shnsroryand gcogmphy
bustill can’tfind

reverted to his one-point agenda of
concludinga peace deal with the Maoiists,
threatening to resign ifhe faled. But the
prime minister's single-minded devotion to
thecauseof peace may nolonger b nough

have been plottinga plan from the early
‘months of Koirala’s first tenure as
premier. After the hung parliament of
1994 kept everyone in suspended
animation, the Maoiists thought the
demolition project could be completed
faster through armed action. As lateand
ambivalentadherents of non-military
‘methods of destruction, the rebels may
seem to bea little raw and rough.
However, they have demonstrated
sufficient maturity in feeling the pulse of
aninfant democracy that has been in
mortal dangel since ts rebirth in 1990

0help him postpone th painful askof

phasc-wisc cabinet cxpansions he had

privatcy pledged to keep his lock together.
Afeerthe Slgur conclave formalised the

adjectives to qualify the: comergmg
international policies of the United
Statesand India. Trching for some

action after the p d

forcign fthe Maoist leader-

Thesurfeit of

the Maoists’ speech is mrefully smp(ed

1o facilitate a candid exchange of ideas.
‘When Maoist ideologue Baburam

maam casugarcs the. current poluyfor

shlp, the UML has stepped up s off

on the rebelsin public. Privately, however,

UML leaders know they need to keep alive
lated Maoist movement outside

them to the sidelines, the
Maolsns studentsurrogates
decid

the lecroral process as a fllback position
for the day they became ired of sitiing on

police raids on some oollege
campuses by forcing
schoolchildren to takea
five-dayvacation. Young
radicalsinspired by the
ruthlessvision of the
Great Helmsman torch
afewschool vehicles to
prove their capability of
acting on their fiery thetoric,
before withdrawing the closure call
hours ater. With the kids’ plans for
theextended weekend spoiled atsuch
short notice, the Maoists end up alienating a
vast pool of potential voters.

the fence. Meanwhil fihe
ancien regimein parliament and outside are
happy to wear that we-told-you-so frown
every time they see a surge of strect fury
against the sordid state of the nation. The

che majority of the people to
repeatedly “electing their own tormentors
and exploiters to rule over them fora
fixed period,” he draws attention. When
heasserts that his party would allow a
‘multiparty political system that would
include parties of the “most advanced
proletarian class,” he provides enough
conceptual elasticity for cerebral experi-
ments of all kinds. It’s easy to mistake the
insurgents”insistence on the need to

people, fed that the monar-
chy is abettinga rebel movement which has
publicly vowed to replace it with a commu-
nist republic, are braving this befuddlement
with their familiar mix of fatalism, forbear-
anceand frustration.

However, there s actually litdle reason
o lose heart. Amid the mnsr, thereare clear

Nepal’s embryonic
republic for ideological incoherence.
‘What the demand actually does is provide
enough legroom for everybody to reach
his or her own conclusions on the trek
towards a new beginning It’s not difficulc
1o understand why everyone, from fiercely
‘nationalist royalists to disloyal rabble-

h

signs of an evolving
the need to destroy demomcy inorder to
saveit. The mainstream political parties

int to dissolve the kingdom
into the republic down south, is frolicking
in the fog of Maoist phrascology. [

CK Lal has it all wrong in “The
eagle is wounded” (#61).
Saying that President George
W Bush and his advisors have
not understood the enormity of
the shock and horror among
the people in America and all
over the world! That “nearly
four-fifth of humanity” think
that America stands for what
is evil in this world! That the
carnage of September 11 was
not an act of terror! That
“warmongers” in Washington
and London are trivialising the
impact of this human catastro-
phe! That President Bush's “we
are at war” declaration
resounds with false bravado!
Comparing this incident with a
movie! Justifying such a
horrendous act and glorifying
those who were responsible
for it! The respected and
thoughtful journalist that he is,
it doesn'tlook as if Mr Lal
wrote this piece himself.
Does he have a ghost-
writer, or does he have a
grudge against the
United States, its
policies, its people and
what it stands for?

Dr Roop Jyoti

-

| agree with CK Lal's
“The Eagleis
wounded” (#61). How
meek our South Asian
leaders have proved
themselves to be by
aligning themselves
with Americans at the

wrong time for all the

wrong reasons, while leaving our
neighbour to die by the same
hands that have been slapping
them for years. Today Afghani-
stan, that also without any
tangible proof, tomorrow who..?

CK Lal in “The eagle is wounded"
misunderstands the whole point of
Americans calling the attacks an
act of war. When adjectives in the
English vocabulary fail to describe
the horror of the crime what else
can you call it?

CK Lal calls Samuel Huntington's
theory of “clash of civilizations”
racist. Followers of different
religions or belonging to a civiliza-
tion are not confined to a particu-
lar racial or ethnic group. Just
goes to show Lal's utter igno-
rance and his habit of making
sweeping generalisations.

BN LT TERS sy

THE EAGLE IS WOUNDED

Ravi Tandukar
by email

Gurkhas.

“Sajju”
Pennsylvania, USA

Prakash A Raj
Kathmandu

| am concerned that iffwhen
the US launches a ground
assault on the Taliban,

the world.

Gurkhas might be made to revisit
their old battle theatre of Afghani-
stan as part of a British contin-
gent. The presence of Gurkhas in
Afghanistan might attract
unwanted attention towards
Nepal. Itis high time that both
Britain and India acknowledged
and respected Nepal's geopoliti-
cal compulsions vis-a-vis

Manly, Australia

Part of the fun of reading CK Lal
each week is trying to guess
where his keen and unpredict-
able mind will land on any given
issue. But this week, add me to
the long and distinguished list of
those who Honourable Lal has
angered at least once. The
world's relationship with America
is complex, but the vast majority
of people everywhere do not
hate us arrogant cowboys
enough to commit or condone
civilian terror attacks. Lal says ‘it
is impossible to take a moral high
ground against those who
willingly eliminate themselves for
their faith”. | disagree. It may be
impossible to stop violent acts by
supremely motivated people,
whether their motivation is faith
or something else. Butitis
possible and indeed necessary to
denounce mass murder what-
ever the motivation. There are
many mistakes America needs to
ponder. But forbearance to the
point of leaving these criminals at
leisure to strike again would be
folly, not only for America but for

Ram Limbu

John Chid
by email
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_Drugs abuse

B In Nepal, you either get too much

medication or not enough. Prescribers
may be far from qualified, and drug
companies are cashing in.

-I — that too wassilenton who isallowed
tobeaprescriber, allowing more
] unqualified people akeadvantage of H'Sh ﬂyers R
1 the _confuslom}’eoplc withas The Royal Nepal Army has a new force to take on lhe Pubhc I
:- limited education as a two-week Accounts Committee (PAC), every time it wants to buy a -h

N

Lr’i'

“Asmany as 90 percentof the and upgrading the engine would cost a lot more—while still leaving the safety of the chopper in doubt.
& eeccecesescscecescscscsccscscsccne peoplein chargeof dispensing . i
qualityin the firstplace or has 700 MUCH atleastone course of asimilar medication cannot read the labels The spirit of revolution
actualllost much of s potency medicinewithoutconsultinga attached to packes,” says oo S T TR T
duetoi Thehealth specialist. Balkrishna Khakurel of the Nepal's Revolutionary women are running short on patlence Vang Humagal ofthe Maoistaffiated Al
transportation methods. ffers from th ite malad: Devel Departmentof Drug Administra- Nepal Women's Association (Revolutionary), warned that her group will strike hard" if the govemment
v, i ysimply notbe over-prescription of medici United i tion (DDA) and presidentof the cannot efficiently implement measures to control the sale of alcohol s it promised last month
enough medication to treat patients over-use of other health f;,qlmn prohibit manufacturers from investing Nepal Pharmaceutical Association. On 25 August the government bowed to ANWA (R) demands to implement stricter controls on the trade
ffectivly,especialyahalth unisin | Medical profesionalsand paents morethan 11 percent o their “The managementofour drug by 1 October. The measures include allowing the sale of alcohol for only four hours in the afternoon, a ban
remote places. Study tourstosuch | alikedon’tunderstand thedifferent | production costs n adverdsing, But, regimens verges on the criminal busi d | imposedoni I °"h"‘e‘ Sa‘Teh"f alcohol "’"ﬁ”:ﬁdﬂ“ eve’yé“""“';' and ‘a""‘"e'l""r:“f 'E‘Ia"'"g °fva:‘°°“°'D"W| temples and
bk possofen s | sl dgrosicmiol | o heinsppiceol ometines—qulifedpoplofien | adesan ke much a0 | mamfcues, whobave 3 S Wepha i ey o T e paeel
are prescribed doses lower than that I phamaceuticalsevices oo well, s Nepal,some “rent” thei certificates fora percent profit on some drugs. The | percentof the medicine market in e D o e P
ded because ey areal deven elatvely minor llnesses manufcturesspend up o 6 percenc monthly fee to pharmacies that profit margin maintained by Nepal P P :
under dousp b onomicburden on ares. Thishigh Want to woo patients. pharmaceutical outlets regularly Mostofthisisavoidable—we
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trining in pharmacy management
areactingas prescribers in commu-
nity drug storcs, And since the
dispensing of pillsand injections is
considered a sign of competence,
doctors, pharmacistsand unquali-
fied quacks alike presciibe copious
quantitesof drugs. An urban legend
hasi hat Nepalis, with their
propensityfor drug-taking, have the
mostexpensiveurinein theworld,
packedasitiswith anibiotics

plane. The PAC recently gave the armed forces the green
signal to purchase two MI-17s, and is now perusing a
proposal to buy a French Super Puma the army requires for .
head of state and VVIP flights.

But the committee isn't pleased. It recently pointed out that ‘-
although the Ministry of Defence (MoD) was empowered by
cabinet to decide on whether it needed the Super Puma or not, before placing the order the MoD had to get
the approval of the Ministry of Finance, according to the 1999 Financial Administration Regulations. The
PAC was called in because the defence ministry had not followed procedure.

The brand new Super Puma AS 332 L1 the army plans to buy from the French Euro-copter Company
Sofema costs Rs 870 million. The army’s old Super Puma, also used to transport the head of state and
VVIPs, is more than 15 years old and considered technically unsafe to fly. Army officials say overhauling
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VILLAGE VOICE

tfirst glance, Bongadovan
A village in Baglungis
unremarkable. A typical

Himalayan village perched on a
ledge of flat land next toa
boulder-strewn river. Buta closer
look reveals something differ-
ent—on almost every roof is a
small solar panel generating
electricity for the houschold
beneath. These panels are high
tech devices, originally developed
to power satellites in space.
Twenty years later they are on
grass roofs in remote Nepali
valleys. But they do not look
inappropriate. The pancls shining
in the sun in this idyllic landscape
is like a techno-environmentalist’s
vision of utopia.

But getting them here has

by NICK BANKS

Knit your way to powet

w7

taken innovative planning, arm-
wisting, subsidics, and a lot of
walking. Most importantly, the
panclsare ther because these
houses wereli terribly before,
fike most rural Nepali homes,
with kerosene lamps. Butlight
from a kerosene lamp s poor,
smoky and expensive—bad for
education, health and pocket.
Solar systems would be
perfect in such situations, except
they are expensive—at around
$300 apicce, few in Bongadovan
could afford to buy a system
outright or even subscribe to a
long-term repayment scheme, The
Nepal government’s Alternative
Energy Promotion Centre
(AEPC) provides a subsidy fora

certain number of systems cach

e

e
year and the Agricultural Devel-
opment Bank plans on giving
loans for them, but neither
scheme helps those with the
greatest need. Demand for the
subsidy far exceeds supply and the
bank loan requires collateral.
This creates a free-rider effect—
only richer villagers apply for the
loan and obtain the subsidy,
which perhaps they don’teven
need. The rural poor must go
without.

What Bongadovan needed was
flexible credit, where repayments
did not need to be in cash. This is
where the non-profit Himalayan
Light Foundation came in with its
“HELP” program. Through
HELP, the women of
Bongadovan pay for their solar

devices and traditional crafts.

©00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

systems by knitting traditional
bags. Twenty-four bags pay for
their system and money from the
sale of further bags goes back to
the household. The AEPC still
subsidises the systems, but now it
goes to those who really need it.

In this way, the project
organisers, HLF and the project
funders—the Global Environment
Facility Small Grants Programme
of the UNDP—hope to get clean
lighting into people’s homes and
also create a much-needed longer-
term sustainable source of
income.

All this requires is what in
development-speak is called
“local capacity building.” Basi-
cally, committees, groups and
financial arrangements need to be
established so the community can
take ownership of the project and
its everyday management. Thisis
quite a challenge in a place like
Bongadovan with very low
literacy rates and little experience
of such things. But even some
“capacity” opens the door to a
range of other development
activities—savings and credit
groups, literacy programs, or, as
in Bongadovan, a new toilet in
the health post compound and a
smokeless cook stove. The
community debates the best use
of the small grants available to
them in lively group meetings.

But development theory is
often alicle different from
development pracice. The
problem in Bongadovan s that
cach bag takes around 70 hours
to make—which would be fine if

the women had nothing clse to
do. But on averagea rural Nepali
woman has a 15-hour day of hard
work. Every day. How to fit the
knitting in?

Suggesting that the men could
take on some of the houschold
duties is an iffy matcer. “But how
will [ get my dinner” laughed one
knitter, “Hewill be drunk and
beat me” said another. People
also dic, move home or get
married. The bags must still be
made. The cighty solar systems
mean cighty bags a month, cighty
scts of individual circumstances.
Samir Newa, the project officer,
reckons managing such a project
isfive percent administration and
95 percent motivacional
peychology.

The Maoist insurgents in the
areaalso had to be placared.
Secing the pancls, they came
down from the surrounding hills
and sarted asking questions. In
Bongadovan the Maoists power is

B Electricity in this village means high-tech solar

sewing, spinning thread. A
women’s group regularly meets
undera solar light in the health
post compound learning to write
Nepali. Gopal Pandey, the health
post worker, says he see fewer
people with bronchitis and
pneumonia, and that the lighting
has also discouraged the banned
butstill endemic drinking—now
drinkers must find ever more dark
corners to indulge.

But Gopal Pandey does see
quitea bit of “knitcer’s finger™—
people complaining of sore fingers
asaresult of all the knitting.
Until there are many more
Bongadovans there will be
insufficient numbers in the
manufacturing process to drag the
panel price down, which will
mean fewer bags to knit. HLF's
chiefadvisor, Adam Friedensohn
says, “HELP s the only program
Tknow that intrinsically links
renewable energy deployment
with income generation. Many

hey have imposed
bans on money lending and raksi
After talking to the locals and
realising that no cash was
changing hands, they allowed the
project to continue.

But the project works and
lighting has transformed the
village. “Where there s the big
ligh there is the happiness” as
one grandmother told me.
Children study in the dark
mornings and at night. Women
can in the evening do some of the
detailed tasks they earlir had to
finish in th through

are watching us
closely and are excited about the
possibilites for replication.” If
the project s a success and the
model is replicated by other
development agencies,system
costs will surely come down. The
knitters of Bongadovan are
waiting, [

Formerly an energy and
environmental consultant with
Oxford University’s
Environmental Change Institute,
Dr Banks now travels and writes

rice and grain to pick out stones,

issues
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COMMENTARY

KC, shocked many when he tolda
Transparency and Development Aid
seminar two weeks ago that the Office of
the Auditor General of Nepal does not
know the exact amount Nepal owes o
mulilacerallendingagencies, and neither s
iaware of an amordisation payment
schedule. Fora country that s overwhelm-
inglysid dependene withover 65 percencf

ming in

T he Auditor General, Bishnu Bahadur

Foreign aid is for Nepal what colonialism or capitalism is for other countries. Itis

the connectmg link between then

General’s frank admission of ignorance, the
World Bank’s World Devel Report

board mermberofthe Transparency
I and former finance minister,

2001/2002 reported that the toral debe
stock of Nepal stands aca whopping $2,970
millon,

“This s reminiscent ofa public service

the form of grants and loan, hisstatement
by the Auditor General is revealing indeed.
“This was not the first time a public figure,
i this case of the stature of the Auditor
General, came out publicly to admit that
the government doesn't have much ofan
idea about the total grants and loans the
country receives.

“Theltele information that the Nepal
government has of total grants and loans it
has received, s concern that others have
raied as well It vas as ealyas 1979 thatic

on female lieracy broadcast
on Nepal TV which showsa young girl
accompanying herllierate father to a
moneylender. When the facherasks fora
loan,the moneylender discreedly adds an
extrazero to the credited amount, The
young girl picks out the error right away
and the sly moneylender apologises. The
government's situation is not much
better than the illiterate villager, since it
does not even know how much it owes
international sahus.

According to the Auditor General while

came to public light that the ad;

had ltde information and control over
foreign aid. I their book Planning for
People Ludwig Stiller and Ram Prasad
Yadav document how whena team of
researchers eried to picce togethera
directory of development projects in Nepal
in 1970, they had to go to the United
Nations Officeand USAID instead of the
government to get the data they needed.
Things have not changed much in
23 years. Despite the Audicor,

loan money comes into the audit net, most
grant money does not. Loans re incor-
porated in the annual budgetand the office
of the audior general carries out
theaudit

But this does not seem to necessarily
make loans more transparencand account-

able than grants. Devendra Raj Panday,

saysitisall about effective policymaking
andaccountableimplementation, some-
thing mulilaceral lending agencies have not
been able to accomplish.

Anapproach that seems to be gaining
popularity among some donors s the sector
strategy. Donors do not develop specific
projects in association with government
agenciesand NGOs, but put their money in
aspecific sector for the government to
decide how the money s to be spent. Such
anapproach should heoreically reduce
duplicaion and consoldare efores,but

ation-state and the mterna ional commumty

water supply and sanication i justan entry
point racher than the focus of their
progtam. Since 1990, this hasled toa
change i the nature of discourse on water

supply.

Undil the late 1980s, the Department
used to frame its objectives in terms of the
percentage of people receiving ‘piped”
water, which implied that those who did
not receive piped water supplied by the
Department did not receive safe water.
With other donors entering the field, the
flow of bilateral grants and multilateral
lorans Lhmlgcd this. They envisioned their

d upgrading

by SUDHINDRA SHARMA

How indebted are we? =

5

actually got underway in the country from
1956 t0 1961 was hurriedly prepared for
presentation toa panel of donors in the
Colombo Plan meet. Though five-year
planningis associated with Soviet style
central planning, ironically, in Nepal it was
initiated through the help of American
advisers.

Forcignaid is for Nepal what colonial-
ism or captalism are for other counties. It
is the connecting link between the nation-
stateand the international community. Itis
away of breaking up with the isolationist
pastand of relaing tselfwith the wider
world.

Foreignaid has indelibly shaped the
contoursofournaton-stateand s peoples.

ing cities of Kathmandu Valley,

expetience has shown it doesntwork
cither. Compare irrigation and domestic
water: one hasa sector approach and the
other doesn'.

In igaton, the Deparumentof

‘hc Tevel ofservices of water supply and
sanitation by facilitating access to ‘safe’
water or ‘potable’ water. Such ‘safe” or
“potable’ water could be from pipes and

aps,orit could also be from hand-pumps,
i

Irrigationis th
agency. Multilaterallending agencies—
both the World Bank and the Asian
Development Bank—along with some
bilteral donors provide funds to the
department which implements projects
through s districtand regional offces.

“Thereare no other agencies involved
irtigation.

“The dynamicsare quite differentin the
domestic water arena, While the Asian
Development Bank provides sector loans to
the Department of Water Supply and
Seweage, some bilateral donors fund
activities through NGOs while others work

@ vith the District Development Commit-
= tecs. The World Bank, foris part, supports

anautonomous board. Thereare sill other
internarional NGOs for whorm theoverall
focusisgoery alleiaionandforwhom

THGREW KOLACIEL

pring water.
This led toa rethink on the role of the
departmentand lhc pcrccpnon ofits roleas

the expansion of district headquarters, the
networks of roads, services and education
have largely been the outcomes of foreign
aid. Yet, for an enterprise that has indelibly
shaped our lives and our society, it s
something that is little studied and
discussed. Fora phenomenon that has
spanned several decades and has involved

providing
level of services. Iralso sees tselfasa
facilitator and notan implementor. In
addition, water and sanitation ilabl

hugei thereare buta handful of
books accessible tothe public that shed
some lighton the id phenomenon.
 Thoughdonoshaveimesdmilion

i

atacost much lower than the dep 2

there

Aplural insticutional environmentand
the existence of multiple actors has made
the domestic water terrain more fuzzy,
‘while simultancously making the role of
intervening agencies more focused and
service delivery more effective. Thls

is vcry fide n the civic domain that informs
the wider public whether these have
accomplished what they set out to doand
atwhat cost. Transparency has to be more
than lip service, making specific documents
available to those who are interested is
undoubtedlya sp m the ngjn dm.cuon

indicates thata plurali hwith
mul nplc actors is more effective thana

“sector” approach witha monolithic
implementation.

Forcign aid in Nepal has grown from a
trickle to a torrent. With the enry firstin
the form of a grant from the Ford Founda-
tion for rural developmentactivities in
1951 amounting 0 $3,000, the grant and
loans for the past consccutive years made
up over $400 million.

Foreign aid has been the handmaiden of
Nepal's development. The planning
exercise is possible because of forcign
assistance. The first five-year plan that

Much ha
donorssought todo, how ‘muchit, cost, and
‘what the outcome and impact have been.

In order to ensure the transparency
and accountability of loans, auditing
these is not sufficient. The loans that
Nepal receives from lending agencies are
called sovercign loans. Which means the
parliament representing the sovercign
people should know about them. It is
necessary for the Finance Minister to
inform the parliament of the status of
loan, including the amortisation sched-
ule, cleared debts and outstanding dues.

I
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Thai to fly B777s

Thai plans to ﬂy Boemg 77 mslead of its A303-600 alrcraﬁ forl e
daily flights between Kathmandu and Bangkok this winter. The
Boeing 777 has 358 seats—55 and 303 in Business and Economy
classes respectively, compared to the 261 in the A303-600 series.
Thai says it will need the extra seats between 28 October and the
end of March. “We have a very high demand for seats for the
season which is why a larger aircraft is being brought into service,”
says Martin Lama, District Sales Manager. “The season looks good, that s if nothing unexpected happens.”
Thaifirst flew its B777s to Kathmandu in November 1998 and remains an important tourist carrier for Nepal.
The first Thai jet, a French-made Caravelle SE210, landed at Gauchar in 1968.

RA seeks more debt

Royal Nepal is preparing to mortgage its only deb| free awcraﬂ to ralse about a h\lhon rupees m workmg
capital, corporation sources say. The flag-carrier, which says it needs at least Rs 3 billion (“Leave Royal
Nepal alone”, # 61) to get back on its feet after being bogged down by controversial jet leasing and
corruption, has already borrowed against its other Boeing 757s. Most of the borrowed funds are to be
used to pay old debts—overdue payments for leased aircraft (now cancelled) and payments for engine
repairs.

Pre-paid phone cards

p: D )
card-operated telephone sets at various points around the city for getting its card-calling services started.
Twenty such phones have already been placed at NTC's office buildings, the Tribhuvan International
Airport (TIA) and the Bishal Bazaar Supermarket at New Road. The plan is to install over a hundred sets in
public buildings and 20 more at other buildings in the Valley. Prepaid phone cards valued at Rs 200 are
already in the market and NTC says those valued at Rs 500 will be offered soon. The cards can also be
used for STD/ISD calls—all at normal NTC rates. For now the cards can be purchased only at NTC's
regional office at Sundhara and at the TIA, pending tendering to get a private distributor as its board has
decided or to find another way to get the cards in the market—which, we're told, would need another
board decision.

Hotel on the lake

'Th.ev.e s a. n’ev.u livée. sl'ar. hbtél on the banks of Phewa Tal Pukhara The Tvek 0 Tel opens lhIS weekend
and offers 42 beds. In addition, says a company release, the hotel will have its own system of potable
water, central air-con and a full-capacity generator. The Trek-O-Tel on Lake Side is managed by Ace Hotels

and Resorts.
. One more bike

Another Chinese motorbike JH150T | (a product of Jlallng)

ECONOMIC SEN

Sharing woes

by ARTHA BEED

For Nepal’s shareholders, the future doesn’t look so gréat.‘

heworld markets
have tumbledafter
theeventsof 11

September. The Dow
Jonesdippedand sodid
allthe majorworld
markets. Marketsin
South Asiaalso followed
st For Nepal this has
beenanotherblow tothe
aling market. The Nepal
Stock Exchange Index
(NEPSE) on Monday closed at 280,a

maing peoplebelee

yearago theindex wasat 422. Nepal

forinvestors wasalreadyan uncertain

marketand the recent global backlash

has put Nepal backa couple ofyears.

wh ratherthany wait for d\e funuc

in just one sector.

‘The share market has
also suffered from the
ambiguity ofthe capital gins
tax thatwas imposed ths
year. The proposed income
tax legislation willadd to his
confusion, not reducei. The
legislation does not recognise
investmentin the stock
marketasanincentive for
personaland insitutional
invesors.

“The marketis beinghit fromall

sides Buttheresonesaving grace—
o

ul selling the

inthe: bluuau

b lower. I

Some ofour compatriots were

scared thattheir share ertificates may

(uenot:ea]]ydirec:ly;\ﬁecredbygloba]

anxiousenough toask thisBeedto  turn outtobbelicdle other than paper  markets, which means we can lookat
eaminethe future ofour marketand gud\mdmm:ar(’umrs the NEPSEin oo pry much,
osee what coplewho intoursm  and

have invested in share. The e,
naturally, complies

“Thedismal response to the
publicissuea company issued last
week clearly depicts the mood of
the public. Itis going to be difficult
o raise funds. The country has
been witessing economicand
political instability for quite some
time and unfortunately the way
events have unfolded, what litde
hope even optimists like your
columnist had are vanishing,

Tnvestmentsare judged on isk

and rerum. Theretums aredvindling
e

has arrived. Sugan Trading Company, seller
of the bikes in Nepal, says the new model comes with
better pick up and power than its earlier versions and
also more bells and whistles: a gear indicator, security
system and a new chrome finish. The tab: Rs 140,000.

and leaving
fewoptions for thewould-be nvestor.
etcate noways of mitigatingisks
andlookingat the iture, nosign of
recoveryisvisibl. This,together wich
thegrowing rend ofast disposl is

:mdthsu[hcrprobltm: industry ac
large faces will slowly, butsurely
take their toll on the banking

system. Banking company shares

instiuional changes, so the market
canwithstand furure calamitis. Idealy
this means that market operations
move from the government tothe

havein recent years d dthe
Nepalishare marketand now
peopleare scared—whatfunder
the weight of all these worries,
banks sart going bust? The non-
petformingassets of banks have not
been disclosed to anyone’s
satisfaction and with the new
regalations on this ssue coming
into force soon, some institutions
could be shaken up. That, in
curn,will grealy undermine
investor confidence. Banking sector
share prices will plummet,the
indexwill fll—who knows by how
much. Weshould be worried by
having placed so much confidence

with just
the rcoulamr Investors need to see
thatthe ‘management of the stock
exchange s changing—right now
they expect the same Jaxity demon-
strated in other government
operations. The government should
play the role of a strong regulator to
ensure that the markets are operated
within the framework defined by
law. Nepali investors have billions of
rupees in the stock market. They
deserveabetter deal. 0

Readers can post their views at
anthabeed@yahoo.com
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Two banks are sinking. How soon will they go under?
in the range of Rs 1.6 billion. insiders, and failing to upgrade “The Rastra BanKs inspection reports are
Th ddb | Otherconclusions: incriminating enough for it to invoke
bank havea powerfulally in the World | 0 The core capital of both banks Section 29 (A) and take over both banks
Bank whichis danglinga hefy cumotof | shows neguive. Butbad book ecping | any time it wants. The aw saysiccan
up t0$25 million in loans to get howmuchin | either run the banks—forwhich it does
reforms going, The World Bankisin | thered theyare. nochavethe capacity—orgetsomeone
nomoodtop t 0 Bothbanl poscdtoa | elsetodoit, which is whatitis trying
NEPALITIMES INVESTIGATION | r.pujzior. ancaler ound) ineresedina Nepal unless the twoaling banksare | few: thesame) borrowers: | todowith the management contract.
n | 3 Pro-tef  the run thebank. oumfdm\gﬂ Thclntﬂnaunml well-known names in Nepali business For their part, Nepal Bank
AszuIB;mkI.imimi(NBI) only factor that h darunon Th criteria have been Monetary Fund (IM] lso listed vith political ell foul play. “I think the
and Rastriya Banijya Bank he banks by panicked depositors preparedand sent to the World Bank | financial dii 0 Non-perfo inboth seporcwasleaked o the presby those
(RBB) carried out early this year thelack of information available toa | forapproval. They will bescreened the government must meet to be able | bank antin © ourbank
confirms what most suspected all largely uneducated public. And for and, most likely, a maximum of four to borrow from the Fund’s Poverty D Ncpal Bank, mpcmlly, lmnm because they think it will make it easy to
along Nrpalsmvooldes[, b(wes( (huwwhu know there is the bidders will be shortlisted, and one Reduction Growth Facility (PRGF) doso,” say director, Rajendra

today than they

de that if the two

weretwo yearsago.
Wheninternational auditors from
KPMG looked atthe banksin 1998,
they found them insolvent with losses
amountingtoawhoppingeight
percentof the country’s GDP. It
suggested urgent measires to st

banks go bankrupr, the government
will bail them our.

Supportersof Nepal Bankand
Banijya Bank who arcagainst World
Bankled reformes disagree: they say the
banksareacually not doing badly
especiallyif their toral asets including

selected ifall goes accordin g to plan.
Realiialy, NRB hopes o bringin

which i taken as endorsement by
bilateral donors of a country’s

the Baniya
Bank nolater than 1 January, since
there could be delays with the process

wiLh the NBL.

The only obstaclesare:the
resstance ofthe board of Nepal Bank to

D Directorsof Nepl Barfowre
b

Khetan, who. m:mua(ed tharthe

found d decision on one

paid to presenta

bad loan for ten consecutive
board meetings, NBLswappedaloan
witha finance companyinwhicha

Butindependent financial analysts
saythe government underestmatesthe

reforms, delays nfinding che dirccror had interess. serousnesof thebankingcris, private
Id have been dascriou e pects the manage- arforthe
mucl\:mnlcrh.\chpa]Bank< lackofpoliicl commitment. Rastra mennsfocusmgunm bad, | countryor the deposi

thingight. Thosemeasureswere | andandbdingsareaken o Bank’ reveals that ncither thanon d archappy ol thingscoat
never aken. [ account. They say t I that of Banijya Bank. Th bankhasdl huocomatthe | norrpectingsingle bortoverlmic. nm Hevarmed:Ifabanks
byrhucmrdlbmk,tspcua"ym been madetolook bleak because ownsonly 41 percentsharesinNBL | shortcomings detaledinthe KPMG | O ked Nepal Bank to
protect hundreds of ] ional fard against the privatesharcholderswhoare | report. Theban tobere- furmxl\dcmlm!mudcrlmdmgTht interests, then the central bank that
deposicors is caught up in red tape | have been used. notvery keen aboutgettingexternal | capitalising ntereston loans, ending o | bank said it had no such list. should stepin.”
and poliical apathy. But the Nepal Rastra Bank kingino their books.

Onthesurfuce both the banks (NRB) investigation points to bad “Tcan assure you we don't need
bavesound iquidiy posions, thanks verstafing, and gross | external consultants”says
o theit near rural bya powerful policical- | Shambu Sharan Prasad Kayastha,
savingsand publicsector deposits. | business nexus. chairman of Nepal Bank Kayastha sys

This has helped make up for cash

Rastra Bank official old s plans

shortfals But,said oneba
source: “In real term, both e
insolvent. Troubleis, we don't know
forsure how bad s because thereare
many ways to hide the real posicon,
especiallywhen you havea weak

owned RBB had reached the “negoria-
tion sage”.In the case of NBL, 2
committec has been formed by the
wmr\lbmk(urtwd]\ldrc(hemhmul

the bank had has recovered loans of up
t0Rs 5 billion in the past monch, “Ac
this rate wewill beable to pay
dividends o sharcholders withina
year,” he told us, Kayastha's chimsare
difeent from wha the R Bark's

proposal o

foundin Ja

Should Ametica go to wat to avenge the tettotist attacks ?

Yes.

Roshan Kakshupati

Yes, the Taliban should hand over
Osama bin Laden and help bring
peace back to the world.

Rabin Regmi

No. America should not go to war
against Taliban or Afganistan. War is
not the answer at all.

LB Tamang

| don't think terrorism can be solved by
war. Americans want Osama bin
Laden, but they have no solid proof
against him. War will unite all Mus-
lims against the US.

Shankar Uprety

The American people should search for
an alternative to war. There is no legal
proof bin Laden is the main brain
behind the attack. Afghan people are
thinking it is the war between Muslims
and other religions, which is not good. If
they are wise they should hand over bin
Laden.

S Shrestha

| support any action of the United State to
eliminate the mindless terrorism from
this small planet. However, | request
President Bush to be cautious so that
not a single innocent human life will
suffer in the retaliation. Nepal is also
suffering from the acts of terrorism
spread by so-called Maoists and the
state terrorism.

Vidhu Prakash Kayatha

No. Use of force by a superpower
nation is not the solution to the crisis.

The US and NATO must respect
international laws, nobody is above
the law.

Yam Gurung

| am terribly shocked and saddened.
The US and NATO should punish the
senseless and selfish people.
Dolma Tenzin

It's really sad and shocking what
happened to America. But again
innocent Afgans are going to lose
their lives. Gandhi said an eye for an
eye is going to make the whole world
blind. It's time to reach out not lash

out.

Shristi Shah

This is a tragic event, and the terror-
ists must be condemned. But an
attack on Afganistan or any other
country will be counterproductive.

evidence against their prime suspect
Osama bin Laden and should be
handed over to UN crime tribunal for
the justice.

Rambilas Yadav

No. America is the biggest terrorist
state.

Rajendra Sharma

Which country is America going to
fight against? Only a handful of
extremists did this and they do not
represent entire Afganisthan. Sooner
or later bin Laden will have to face the
international court of justice for his
heinous crimes against humanity.
Hum Gurung

| would not call it war or revenge, but
the US should do something to teach
these terrorists and those protecting
them a great lesson. Everyone should
face the of their action

will bring more
and a cycle of violence.
Viswa Bandhu
The United States should definitely
retaliate against whoever carried out
this crime. | believe in peace, but we
cannot tolerate such attacks on our
rights, freedom, and democracy. But |
think America shouldn't kill innocent
people in retaliation.
Susmita
Go for it America. Show them no one
messes around with a superpower.
God bless America.
“American Nepali"
No. If they do, Americans will be
worse terrorists. They must find clear

in one way or other, one time or other.
Rajeeb Satyal

Vengeance is not the issue. You pose
the question wrong and show a
malicious bias. Of course the US
should not go to war to “avenge” the
attack.

Bill Cousins

Of course not only America, but most
other countries of the world should
make an intensive campaign to
eliminate terrorism. This includes the
Maoists. They don't have any ethics,
political logic but do robberies, threats
and strikes. Prachanda and Baburam
should be treated like Osama bin

Laden.

Bhuban Joshi

How many wars do we need? You kill
one bin Laden and a thousand more
will come out.

Amir Shrestha

We all should condemn the terrorism
everywhere. Our motto is to establish
peace harmony and humanity every-
where. But in the name of maintaining
peace we should never accept vio-
lence and terrorism.

D Regmi

America should not go to war.

Rajesh Shrestha

We should eliminate terrorism from
the face of the earth. The criminals
should be severely punished. | fully
support America and respect the
decision of American people. But they
must step carefully, innocent people
might suffer.

Tapankumar Gurung

America is paying a heavy price for
acting as a global policeman. Bom-
barding poverty stricken Afghanistan
seems useless.

Naresh Poon

Yes. This was an attack not just on
Americans but on humanity. Terrorism
should be wiped out from the world.
There is no other way but to put it
down with force.

Sudarshan Napit

We are fighting a more severe war
against poverty and economic deterio-
ration in Nepal. Wars in the name of

religion is the last thing anyone will
possibly want, such wars never end.
Niraj Ghimire

There is no other way for the US than
to teach a lesson to terrorists than to
go to war. But the US should look at all
other alternatives to diminish terror-
ism. War never does any good to
anyone.

Ashuk Raj Pokhrel

Don't ask “Should America..” but ask
“Should all people take action to wipe
out terrorism?” The answer is: Yes.
Closing schools and taking the ties
and belts of children as is happening
in Nepal is also terrorism. Such acts
and their perpetrators should also be
crushed.

Gyan Prasad

Why are you talking about America, and
not about Nepal? Your country has a lot
of problems, all school and universities
have shut down, industries are forced to
close. Tourism has vanished. There is a
bloody student organisation ANNFSU
(R) that your government cannot ban.
Maobadi are like Taliban.

Thomas

Why you guys are talking about USA?
Look at our homeland first. Are we all
prepared to fight with Maiosts who are
running terrorist activities in Nepal?
Why isn't it your question in this
discussion forum? It is time to fight
terrorists not only in the US.
“Anti-terrorist”
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' Film South Asia 2001

From 4-7 October Kathmandu Valley will host the thii

, the (ml¥| festival of documentaries of the region.
wider variety of documentaries from the ﬂa i director Dhruba Basnet on the origins of Maoist insurgency in

politics to sexual

spiritual pursuits to diasporic angsi Fifty-one films

Film South A

This year there isamuc
region, with subjects rangin;

questionin
short-listed from three times that many entries will be screened at

from identi

the Russian Cultural Centre.

Says Manesh Shrestha,

have a

Athree member festival ju éery headed by internationally

acclaimed director Shyam

Two Nepali entries

Dinesh Deokota

When people ask Dinesh Deokota
what his film is about, the 27 year-old
Nepali shugs his shoulders and says: “I
don’tknow.” Butas the title suggests
ARough Cuton the Life & Times of
Lachuman Magarisa candid film
abouta naughty old man Magar man
‘which in Devkota’s own words “has no pretensions to
artistic quality”. What the film lacks in technical
finesse is made up by the character’s raw energy.
Lachuman isa colourful character—a man who
loves and appreciates women—he has been married
five times, has fathered five children, has experienced
the overwhelming stench of death in the Pakistan-
Bangladesh war, wet his pants while making his first
parachute jump, and currently works as a housckeeper
inahotel in Bardiya, west Nepal.
‘When he's not changing hotel inen, Lachuman s

was actually rescarchingtiger conservation, fresh
water dolphins, and ran into Magar at the hotel
in Royal Bardiya National Park, “Rightin front
of me wasan ideal subject fora documentary.
just couldn’t ot film him,” he adds.

In Kathmandu, after making money from
filming bungee jumps, Deokota went back to
Bardia, and spent two weeks flming Lachuman
witha DV camera.
“People talk about
there notbeing
enoughmoney to
make Almsbut |
thinkit's morc of
lack of ideas,” says
Deokota, one of two
Nepalidirectors
whoseilmshavebeen
selected for the

desperately trying to register a plot of land
he’s illed since 1975 in his name.

Still, Lachuman finds much to laugh aboutand
takes life as it comes: “What's happencd has hap-
pened.” Lachuman s everyman,” says Deokota: ‘I
don’t think his story is uncommon. It reflects our
society. A simple man, no pretenses.” The filmmaker

of Film South Asia 2001
Deokotaknowsitis diffcult makingaliving
asa documentary filmmaker. Now he s working
on the ethnography of jhankris (Fith-healers), .
subject close to his heart. One of the protago-
nistsdied, another works in Saudi Arabia.

biannual ner

rector of the festival: “This time, we
jump in the quallty of films. The five films on Nepal will
grab the audience, as will the other films from far and wide.”

negal will select the best film. The

The festlval opens with the scree

ukum, Rolpa and Jajarkot.

Benegal) of the Clearinghouse of Sol

receive the “‘Ram Bahadur Tro, hy" and a cash prize of $2000.

of e Killing Terraces, a film by

Fifteen of the best films will travel across South Asian cities and the
world next year to be screened at select venues. Film South
organised by the non-profit Himal Association and
magazine, and the festival will also witness the inauguration | b*lfhyam

Rsiais
al South Asian

n Documentaries. ¢

Clearinghouse will support the propagation of documentaries by creating a
database and marketing.” Shrestha says the Traveling Festival, this year,

Kesang Tseten

Most documentary makers turn the
camera on others. Kesang Tseten
focuses on himselfand a bunch of
OGB's (old girlsand boys) of his
alma mater Dr Graham'’s School as
they reunite at the school’s centen-
nial celebrations. Most are meeting
again for the first time in 29 years. “What better
platform than when people return to a celebration after
years.It'sadynamicsituation,” says Kesang:
‘The school was founded in Kalimpong in
1900 bya visionary Scottish Presbyterian for
destitute Anglo-Indian children, many aban-
doned and outcast from both their father'sand
‘mother’s societies. The school later took in
children from marginalised communities
including Nepali, Tibetan, Sikkimese, Khasi,
Nagaand Tibetan.
AsaTibetan refugee Kesang and his: slblmgs

will also go to the various towns of Nepal, including Biratnagar and Pokhara.

powerful hold carly experience has on us.”

Asawriter, Kesang has always tended to
gravitate towards the personal, to delve into the
heart. He begged and borrowed from friends and
relatives to finance the film, extremely well-shot
witha Vx2000 and edited on computer. Findinga
market may prove more challenging. But he's not
worried.

“When you make a film that's close to your
heart you don’t calculate the costs. Marketingis

joined the school in 1962, the year the di
broke out. Acschool they struggle to find their
bearings. “It’s about fractured backgrounds, about
attachment with an edge,” says Kesang. “Even as the
film courses through a pabulum of sentiment, there isa
gradual unfolding of real childhoods, testimony to the

war

anotherdi her,” says Kesang, “Tl
tytosenditout. Bu[ even if nothing happens, Tl
be poor but happy.”

Kesang wroe the script for Mukundo, a feature
film that was screened last year at festivals in
Tokyo, San Francisco and Kathmandu.

FESTIVAL

HALLA

THURSDAY, 4 OCTOBER
300 pm

Afer Sunset

Pakistan, 2001, dir - Tahir Khiji,
Naheed Khli
Sexualisation of massage (40 min)

Two Assassinations and an Accident

India, 2000, dir - Kabir Khan
Revisiting the Emergency (25 min)
425pm

Mela Basant Bahar

Pakistan, 1999, dir - Samina Aslam
Flying kites, soaring in Lahore

(29 min)

Ranmlila

India, 2000, dir - Anata Sridhar,
Sanjay Pande and Subhash Kapoor
Street theatre in Delhi (28 min)
5:45 pm
Ray
India, 1999, dir - Goutam Ghosh
Great man's biopic (100 min)
FRIDAY,50CTOBER

00am

The Art of the Impossible:
A Portrait of V. P. Singh

India, 2000, di - Juliet Reynolds
‘The man and his Mandal (45 min)
12:05 pm

Where RU in ICQ

India, 2001, di - Avinash Roy
Chatting on the Intemet (6 min)
Turf Wars: Conservation Claims in
the Great Himalaya National Park
India, 2001,

dir - Sanjay Barmela and Vasant
Saberwel

It park vs. people (41 min)

200 pm
Scribbles on Akka

India, 2000, dir - Madhushree Dutta
Life and times of an ancient ascetic
(60 min)

3:20 pm

She Wants to Talk to You
NepallUSA, 2001 dir - Anita Chang
Nepal's women in Amika (28 min)
Naheed's Story

Pakistan, 2001, dir - Beena Sarwar
She wants to dance but... (22 min)
4:40 pm

Bengalis in the World of Fish

India, 2001, dir - Nianjan Bhattacharya
Culinary defight (29 min)

Shere Punjab

India, 2001, dir - Rahul Das
Atthe roadside dhaba (11 min)

530 pm
The Bee, The Bear and the Kuruba
India, 2000, dir - Vinod Raja

The tribal, the forest and the moder
man (63 min)

SATURDAY, 6 OCTOBER

11:00 am

Michael Jackson Comes to
Manikganj

South Asia, 2001, i - Nupur Basu
Satelite television invades South Asia
(57 min)

1215 pm

We Have the Same Kind of Biood

Nepal, 2001, dir - Berit Madsen
The Dalitis bewidered (41 min)

2:00 pm

Abhimanyu's Face

India, 2001, dir - Ranjan Palit

A passion for Mahabharats Abhimanyu
(27 min)

In Search of Meera's Buddha

India, 2000, dir - Murad Ali
Sculpted Buddha heads for the hils
(29 min)

320 pm

Between the Devil and the Deep
River

India, 1999, dir - Arvind Sinha
Woe, the embanked river (65 min)
4:45 pm

Between the Lines

w5

ol
India, 2000, dir - Parvez Imam

The stranded Bangladeshis of Delhi
(12min)

King for a Day
Bangladesh, 2001, di - Alex Gabbay
Clinton is coming ... S0 what? (33 min)
5:50 pm

We Homes Chaps

India/Nepal, 2001, dir - Kesang Tseten
Old boys takk and talk about school
(70 min)

SUNDAY, 7 OCTOBER

10:00 am

The Quest for Peace in Nagaland
India, 2001, dir - Bharat Bhusan

Why the Naga problem and where to ?
(33 min)

Pakistan and India under the

Nuclear Shadow

Pakistan/india, di - Pervez Hoodbhoy
Deadly footage of confrontation-n-
making (32 min)

11:25am

Aamala

[
Nepal, 2000, dir - Elizabeth Snider
Mustang mother's preoccupations
(22 min)

Althe World's My Stage

USfindia, 2001, dir - Farah Deba
Famous literary names speak (25 min)
12:35 pm

The Play Is On

Kashmir, 2001, dir - Pankaj Rishi

Im South Asia 2001 Schedule

Performing in a troubled land (52 min)

230 pm
The Kiling Terraces

Nepal, 2001, dir - Dhruba Basnet
Face-to-face with the Maoist insur-
gency (55 min)

345 pm

The Dream

India, 2001, dir - C. Saratchandran
School with a difference (35 min)
Now That's More Like a Man
Pakistan, 1999, dir - Farjad Nabi
Pakistani women talk about their men
(35 min)

515 pm

A Rough Cut on the Life and

Times of Lachuman Magar

Nepal, 2001, dir - Dinesh Deokota
Anaughty old man (29 min)

HALLB
THURSDAY, 4 OCTOBER

The Great Indian Yatra

India, 2000, air - esal and Sweta

Kishore
Tourists in Agra, Goa and Dharamsala
(50 min)

400pm
The Loom

India, 2001, dir - K. P. Jayasankar and
Anjali Monteiro

A poet and a painter on Bombay

(49 min)

500 pm

Perception - The Other Canvas
Bangladesh, 1999, Fauzia khan

Six Bangla artsts paint, talk (54 min)
FRIDAY, 5 OCTOBER

11:10am

Let Me Also Come To School

India, 2001, dir - Simantini Dhuru
The state of school education (56 min)
1220 pm

Cricket Lives in Lahore

Pakistan, 2000, di - Farjad Nabi
Bowled over (13 min)

My Migrant Soul

Bangladesh, 2000, dir - Yasmine Kabir
A Bangladeshi worker in Malaysia dies
(35 min)

200 pm

Freedom!

India, 2001, dir - Amar Kanwar
Environment, Indian centre and
periphery (60 min)

315 pm

Jai Mari: Of Cloth and Other Stories
India, 2001, dir - Surabhi Sharma

Mill workers in Bombay are laid off
(74 min)

SATURDAY, 6 0CTOBER

11:10am

Amit: An Afghan Refugee Musician's
Life in Peshawar, Pakistan

Pakistan, 1985, di - John Baiy
Revisiting a past (60 min)

1220 pm

Sunrise Radio

IndialUK, 2001 di - Shai Herdia
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London lstens to South Asia (L7 min)

King of Dreams
India, 2001, di- Amar Kanwar
What's on man's mind? (30 min)

2:00 pm
Born At Home

India, 2000, dir - Sameera Jain

North Indian midwifery (60 min)

3:20 pm

ASun Sets In

Pakistan, 2000, dir - Shahid Nadeem
The bishop's ultimate sacrice (45 min)
420 pm
Closed-door-and-stuff-inside-the
magazine

India, 2001, dir - Altaf Mazid
Anonymous Assamese wiriter speaks up
(38 min)

Paper Flowers

India, 1999, g
Eunuchs at work (25 min)
540 pm

Guhya

India, 2000, dir - Kirtana Kumar
The woman and the goddess (55 min)

imalassociatior

glfsall 10 542544/ 548142

SUNDAY, 7 OCTOBER
10:15 am

ur Boys
Bangladesh, 1999, dir - Manzare

n
Boys talk about boys (42 min)

11:10am
Colours Black

India, 2001, dif - Mamta Muthy
Chid abuse in Bombay (30 min)

11:50 am

Their War

Bangladesh, 2001, dir- Afsan
Chaudhary

Women revisitthe 1971 war (50 min)

12: 45 pm
Highway to Hell

Nepallindia, 2000, dir - Meera Dewan
Nepali girs are trafficked to India
(38 min)

Tickets

available at Mandala Book
Point, Kantipath; Suwal Music
n Movies, Lazimpat; Saraswati
Bookstore, Pulchowk; and
Himal Association, Patan
Dhoke.

For engiries ring Himal
Association at 542544,
548142,
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Libraries in the age of the Internet

AR David$ Magiers South and Southeast Asian Studies Libarian and
director of Area Studies at Columbia University, New York. He s
M atso Columia University' Intemet Training and Resource
Coordinator, a position he developed over the last decade.
Magier was an eary advocate of usingthe ntemet n higher

resath.His St ia Resouro ces n e ot (SARAI) <http:/
winw.columbia.edu/cwweindiv/southasia/cuvl> i the most comprehensive portal
on South Asia and s certified as the WWW Virtual Library for South Asia. The US
government’'s National Endonment forthe Humanities also named SARAI “one ofth
best stes on the Intemet for teaching the humanities.”

Magier graduated from Cornell University with a Bachelor of Ars n lnguistics.

He then went on to the University of California at Berkeley, where he earned a Ph
in 1983 with a dissertation entitied Topics in the Grammar of Marwari, Magier
joined Columbia Uriversity as a South and Southeast Asian Studies specialistn 198
Magier was in Kathmandu recently and GAURAB RAJ UPADHAYA spoke with him
about libraries, research and preservation in the age of digitisation.

What brings you to Kathmandu?

preservation s ilming, Filming bringuniformity in clecronic

lbrariansareindingit csir ostore

buy them. Lit I k back

holdings. But o lbrary can work in
isolation. Noteven abig library can

rare works there is little chance you will
find them. I think that if this contin-
hallow. It

comeant )
value. Andwith nformation technol-
ogyand Intemnet, geography matters
lessand less. Libraries can promote the
cthicofco-operation, users can benefic
Onceitemsare preserved, they can be
distibuted in many different forms
includingon CD-ROM and online.
So some libraries are changing
their approach. How much are
libraries themselves changing?
‘When you asked someone 100 years
ago: “Whatisalibrary?,”chey would
say somethinglikea centre for
knowledge,but e ibrary asa
warchouseof materials, How they serve
the society and their lients depends
onwhat their mission . Those are

things,justlike
preservation and disribution are

ues, research will:
tookme 15 years o assimilate the
South Asiacolletion ac Columbia it
would ke much more time to make
the hundredsof thousands collection
availableon the Interner.

You also run the WWW Virtual
Library for South Asia, how did
that start?

Istarted using the Internetin 1978—I
‘was one of the first to use irat
Columbia. Since [ am the South Asian
librarian, I started putting up gopher
resources on the Internet. That was in
early 1988. Gopherwastheway
information was shared and published
electronically before web. The online
library I started became very popular
and organisaions ke the Library of

¢ ing measking

Librasis ity aenocco-opesing

ifthey could connectoitand

hg
againsttheir mission. So hhrancs are
forming federations, fucltaing inter-
library loans. In this case, the whole s
more than the sum of the pars.

Tam presidentofthe CenterforSouth | technolo catalogues T yhep | informtoninlocl a
Asian Libraries(CSAL), acollective | wekno fely stored for 200 | createa union st which lssall rossfons. But then again i
approach tosupport brariesin South | 10400 years, Anditcanbeviewed | availble holdings n all ibrares. he coding ofien does not reflect
Asia. Through CSALweare ryingto | with justa magnifying glass. Youcan’t | Inter-library loans will then be way langugeshereare used, o more
ecoletive funding more doanysuch thing with dig possible. work needs tobed uhAsia | offertheircl

cesibleand promoresandirdsin | echnology: And ek Most digial . iself,

loguin ofthemicrofilm for distibudon— |- gevetoped in the West, and Do you think donors could

o deelbrisan e oderst. | whi costsfor places like Nepal are deprived | support this kind of work?
ofthewor braris, ) e
| WeworkwihSouhAsin Asthedanicsof chnology ﬂ;}’;"hﬁgﬂnﬁxﬁ,{m R’z"“"“ digiition scemsobein

change, disribution med

holdings. We microfilm the original
volumes, make copies f theariginal
filmand store the originals afly, We

formats may change—butclctronic
accessis not possible ifmatcrialsare
not preserved. In the US, thereisa

alsoscan the microfilm into high
qualitydigitalimagesand put them on
thevich,

place called ron Mountain, where
everythingthat has been published in

languages. How dos this impact
libraries cataloguing South
Asian volumes?

Local adapation i not necessarlya
problem—the major problemis
sndardiing encodingforfonsand

g
distibution. fyou want preservation,
youneed togive libraries more mony.
Even we talkabout digiisation to have
casieraccessto funds. But libraries
need tofirseprsec, hencigiis:

the USismicrofimed andsored sripts, Many o putheir
Isn't microfilming archaic ? ground—hat'sfor preserva beenalready standardised and here itwill makea real
Youate mistaken, probably because Weareusinginformation widelyused,but many South Asan | diffrence.— ke preseratonand
youarefrom the digialage (aughs). | technology to caraloguelibrary ones haven't been. But, with theuseof | sundardisation of encoding:

The only proven technology for holdingsaccording ostandardsand | oy cqhing called Unicodespreading, | prony s your work different

from that of Westem scholars
and libraries in the past?
In the past Western scholars would

With the Internet being touted
as the best resource centre—for
anything—where do libraries
stand?

Tcan tell you that only about 1/100th
of all written documentsare online.
Actual research can’tbe done withouta
fibrary. Music,thearts, development
rescarch, history are things thatare
preserved only n libraries.

But aren't more people inclined
these days to use electronic
resources?

Yesanditoublesme Peoplevho

don’twantto

comeinand carry away value. [t was
lkeacolonal lunderdream—ou

gothrough shelisofbooks,they vant
verthingon cren, Butonlythose

kawayt acould

arcin high demand have:

ntribute ot It kept
became the authority on SA resources
onthe Internet.

When the WWW srted in 1991,
Twasteluctant to migate because e was
notaseffectiveasa gopher. But
increasingly resources started to become
availableon the web, and even old
resources migated o t. Mine was the
Jastfunctioning gopherserviceat
Columbia,buteventualy I migrated
tooandso the SARAI (South Asia
Resource Accesson the Internet) was
born. Much later, the WWW Virual
Library guys from Switzetland
contacted me, and Lageeed tobe the
South Asian portalfor the library.

Now [amalsoinvolvedin the
Digital South Asia Library (DSAL)
which sceks o expand access o unique
South Asian resources by providing
full-text documents, clectronic images
andindices in South Asian
languages.
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‘“Pakistan was the condom the o

Americans needed to enter Afghanistan”

The old one is being fished out for use once again, but will it work?

natrip o Pakistan afew years
agolwas lkingoa former
generalabou the miliant

Islamist groups n the region. L asked
bimwhy hes people,who had

secscsese
fi i

ceeces

sscee

than

popubrsuppr. Theasendancyof

dweapons
Imm the United the

of; ton, G

cold war, had become violendy anti-
American overnight. He explained
thatthey were notalone. Many
Pakistani offcers who had served the
United Statesloyally from 1951
onward fet humiliated by Washing-
ton'sindifference.
“Pakistan was the condom the
Americans needed to enter Afghani-
stan,” hesaid. “We've served our

purposcand they dhink vecan bejus
h

Muhammcd ZiaulHag vhoreceivd
from

were not true Muslims.
“The Taliban creed isan ultra-
scctarian seain, inspired by the

‘Wahhabi sect that ules Saudi Arabia.
Th

London throughouthiscleven yearsas
dictator. It was during his rule (1977-
88) thaa nevwork of madrassahs
(seligious boardingschools),funded
by the Sadisegime, werecrcatcd.

n

short,sharp war againstche new
enemy, the American Caesarwouldbe
best advised not to insist on Pakistani
legions. The consequences couldbe

thefghan mulahs | dire:abruland vicous il var
has been denounced by Sunni dlerics | creating
atal-Azharin Cairo and Shiite ing morc actsofndividual erorim.
heologiansin Qomasa i Iamabad g0
the Prophet. preventa pedition o

The Taliban could not, however,

by Tony Bl
forcign affirs, ex-diplomat Robert
Cooper, whovwritesquiteopenly, “We
need to getused to theidea of double
standards.” The underlying masim of
thiscynicism is: We will punish the
crimes ofourenemiesand reward the
crimes of our friends, sn't thacat least
prefrble o universlmpunicy?
Tothi

Ifintoa frenzy. Its
ideologuesalk ofhisasan tackon
lization,” butwhat kind of
civilation s that thinks n terms
ofblood reveny
For the pastsixty yearsand more
the United Stateshas toppled
democraticleaders, bombed countries
inthreecontinentsand wsed nuclae

|
Afganisan Fomne dm\g, thereare

Pakis

“Punshment” longtheselines docs

hu[ itnever knewwhat it el ke to

“Thechildren, wt nt
tofightas mujahideen n Afghanistan,
were taught to banishall doubt. The
only truth was divine truth. Anyone

d Kabul on their own via
anexcessof eligious zal. Theywere
amed and commanded by “volun-
teers” from the Pakistani Army. If

Theold condom i being fished

belled theimam

rrbc"cd againsrAleh. ’l'hc m;«lm»zh:

Ilamabad decided to pullthe plug,
the Taliban could be dilodged, buc

outfor buewillic
work? The new “coalition against
terrorism” needs the services of the

not blems. The

dmcmamd fanaticsin the name ofx
bleak Islamic i The

Pakistani Army, but Gen Pervez
Musharrafwill have to be extremely
caurious.

Anovercommitment o Washing-
ton could lead toa civil warin

primers augh that the Urdu leter
jeemstood or ihad, tay for tope
(cannon), kaaffor Kalashnikovand
khayfor khoon (blood), 2500
madrasabsproduced acrop of

Pakistan and splicthearmed forces. A | 225,000 fanaticsready to kil and die
greatdeal has changed overthepast | for their faih when asked to doso by
o decades, but theironiesof history | cheir religious leaders, Dispatched

continue o multiply In Pakistan
itself, Islamism derived is strength

across the border by the Pakistani
Army, they were hurled into batdle

victoryin Kabul countsas the
Pakistani Army sonly triumph. To
dhis day, former US Sectetary of Sate
Zbigniew Braczinski remains
recalcitrant. “What was more
imporaantin the world view of
history?” heasks with more thana
touch ofritation. “The Taliban orthe
fall o the Soviet Empire? Afew

presentin Kabul, Ba,gmm ando[hﬂ
bases. What will be their orders this
time, and will tey obey them? Much
morelikel s that Osama bin Laden
will e sacrificed in the nterests of che
greater cause, and his body dead or
alive will be handed over o hs former
employers in Washington. Bucwill
thatbe enough
“The only realsolution isa
political one. It equies removing the
causesthatcreate the disconten. s
despairthatfeeds fanaticism, and that
isa tesult of Washingron’s policiesin

the Middle Eastand elsewhere. The
hod

not reduce i

fty butbreeds it
by those who wield it. The Gulfand.

cities under attack. Now
[Im know. To the victimsof the
-

Balkan ybook exampl
of the moral blank check of a slecive
vigilantism. lsracl can defy UN
reoluionswithimpuniy Indiacan
tyrannize Kashmir, R

atackand thei e
ourdecp sympathy, asonedocs o
peoplerwhom the US governmenthas
victimized. But toaccep that
somchowan lfe

Gromy, butitisIraq that}mw be
punished and it isthe Palestinians
who continue o suffer. Cooper
continues:“Advice to postmodern
states: acceptthatineervention in the
premodernis goingtobea fctof .
Such interventions may notsolve
problems, but they may salve the
conscience. And ey are not necessar-

stirred-up Muslims o thelt
of Central Europeand theendofthe
coldwar”

COMMENTARY

It's always the people who end up dead.

MONTEVIDEO - The terrorists killed workers from fifty countries in New York

by EDUARDO GALEANO

Theatte of good and evil -

and Washington in the name of Good against Evil. And in the name of
Good against Evil, President Bush had vowed revenge: “We will eliminate

Evil from this world."

Eliminate Evil? What would Good be without Evil? Religious fanatics

are not the only ones that need enemies to justify their madness. The arms

industry and gigantic military apparatus need enemies to justify their
existence. Heroes become monsters and monsters heroes: the actors switch

masks according to the script.

There's nothing new here. German scientist Werner von Braun was evil

when he invented the V-2 rocket, which Hitler used to pulverise London, but

he became good the day he placed his skills in the service of the United

States.

Stalin was good during World War Two and bad later, when he became
ruler of the Evil Empire. During the years of the Cold War, John Steinbeck
wrote, “Perhaps the entire world needs Russians. | bet even Russia does.
Maybe there they call them Americans.” Afterwards the Russians turned
good. Now Pulm says, “Evil must be punished.”

used

against the Kurds and Iranlans Lalev he tumed bad. He was (‘a\led Satan
Hussein when the US, which had just invaded Panama, invaded Iraq because
Iraq had mvaded Kuwait, Bush Sr presided over this war of Goqd against Evil,

With the

an
he killed more than 100,000 Irags, the vast majority civilians.

spiri that his family,

Satan Hussein is the same as he always was, but now this enemy
number one of humanity has slipped to second place. The scourge of the
world is now called Osama bin Laden. The CIA taught him everything he

knows about terrorism: bin Laden, loved and armed by the US government,
was one of the principal “freedom-fighters™ in the war against communism in

Afghanistan. Bush Sr was vice president when President Reagan said that
these heroes were “the moral equivalent of America's Founding Fathers."
And Hollywood agreed with the White House: Rambo Il was being shot at
the time, and the Muslim Afghans were the good guys. Not any more: now
they are evil incarnate, a mere thirteen years later.

Henry Kissinger was one of the first to react to the recent tragedy:
“Those who provide support, financing, and inspiration to the terrorists are
as guilty as they are,” he stated, using words that President Bush repeated
just hours later. If this is the case, the first step would be to bomb Kissinger.
He would be guilty of far more crimes than bin Laden and the rest of the
world's terrorists combined. And in many more countries: acting in the
service of various American administrations, he provided “support, financ-

ing, and inspiration” to state terrorism in Indonesia, Cambodia, Cyprus, the

Philippines, South Africa, Iran, Bangladesh, and the countries of South
America that suffered under the dirty war of Operation Condor.

On 11 September, 1973, exactly 28 years before the World Trade
Towers collapsed in flames, Chile's presidential palace burned. Kissinger

anticipated the epitaph of Salvador Allende and Chilean democracy when
he commented on the election results: “We do not have to accept a country

going Marxist because of the irresponsibility of its people.” Disdain for the
popular will is one of the many points in common between state terrorism

and private terrorism. For example,
the Basque separatist movement in

Spain, ETA, which kills in the name of

an independent Basque state,
proclaimed through a spokesman:
“Rights have nothing to do with
minorities or majorities.”

There are many similarities
between home-made and high-tech
terrorism, between that of religious

and the all- powerful, between the solitary madmen and the

amongloyal
factotums, col d iers of

y explaining
inNew Yorkand

the Washington regimeis symbolized

atl

fundamentalists and free-market zealots, between that of the

Wiashington. The United States is

morethan thatofa Rwandan,a
Yugoshav,a Victnamese, a Korean, a
Japanese,a Palestinian..thatis
unacceptable. 0 (The Nation)

Tariq Aliis the author of Masters
of the Universe? NATO's
Balkan Crusade (Verso). The
third novel of his Islam Quartet,
The Stone Worman, is due out in
paperback from Versoin

October (2001).

in uniform. All share the same lack of respect for human life: the murder-
ers of the five thousand people killed in the demolition of the Twin Towers
and the assassins of 200,000 Guatemalans, mostly Indians, exterminated
without the slightest attention paid by the world media. These Guatema-
lans were killed not by Muslim fanatics but military terrorists who received
the “support, financing, and inspiration” of one American administration

after another.

These terrorists also share an obsession with reducing social, cultural
and national contradictions to military terms. In the name of Good against
Evil, in the name of the Single Truth, they seek resolution by killing first
and asking questions later. And in this way they end up galvanising the
very enemy they are fighting. It was the atrocities of the Shining Path that
incubated Peruvian President Fujimori, who with considerable public
support initiated a reign of terror and sold Peru for the price of a banana.
It was the atrocities of the US in the Middle East that largely fuelled the

Holy War of Islamic terrorism.

Even though the Leader of Civilisation is calling for a new Crusade,
Allah is innocent of the crimes committed in his name. After all, God did
not order the Nazi Holocaust of the followers of Jehovah. Nor did Jehovah
order the massacres of Sabra and Shatila or the expulsion of the Palestin-
ians from their land. Might Jehovah, Allah, and God be three names for

the same divinity?

ATragedy of Errors: no one yet knows who is who. The smoke from the
explosions is part of a far larger smoke screen that blocks our view. As
vengeance breeds vengeance, each act of terrorism sends us stumbling
deeper into darkness. In a recent photograph, someone had written on a
wall in New York: “An eye for an eye has left the world blind."

The spiral of violence breeds violence and also confusion: pain, fear,
intolerance, hatred, madness. In Porto Alegre, Brazil, former leader of
Algeria Ahmed Ben Bella warned: “This system, which has driven cows
mad, is making people mad too.” And madmen, maddened by hatred, act

just like the force that unhinged them.

A three-year-old boy named Luca commented a few days ago, “The
world doesn't know where its home is.” He was reading a map. He may as
well have been watching the news. 0 (ips)

Eduardo Galeano, an Uruguayan journalist, is author of Memories of
Fire and The Open Veins of Latin America.
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~CIA, ISI and the Taliban

BAKISTANNI

UM (0

o TR

present, 3,000-4,000
Pakistani Isamic militants
arefghing vih the ahlyan

in their

= TTH ANERICAR &

*

evacuate Pakistani miliary ad

S

terrorist Id posea

from Afghanistan, withdraw Pakistan's
recogpitionofthe Tl regime

‘i Tabanaliance Thouandbof
Pakistaniand Kashmiri militants aso
twain n Afghanistan for the war in

Kashmir. Pakistan’s knowledge of

hensive

of Afgha
stan,condemn the mm and force
them to expel th f Dakistani

thrat o USfoees. The g

by AHMED RASHID

Gen Musharaff has no option but to crackdown on
Islamlc radicals in his own country.

FrontierProvince prevented UNICEF
A ? oolio N

owtowing o the Americns. Maukana
)

hildren b

Samiul Hag, who h
many Taliban laders

they considered it un-Islamic. The
hed TV sets

attended in the early 1990sand that

and forced women to stay ac home,
as the Taliban have done n
Afghanistan.

Atthesame time, Pakistan could

ded by Central Asan
Ilamic miliants, has warned
Musharrafthat there will bea huge
publicbacklashif Pakistan bends o
USdemands. L ur he Pkisani

the

United Sates for s suppore—the

Armyvill notallow

and Musharraf will be mindfulo of the
Fhis und.

cseses
in the south and cast of Afghanistan,
whichis the Taliban heardand.
Thercisalready growing US and
international supportfor the Loy
Jirga (aribal council) peace process in
Afghanistan, headed by former King
hah, nowin exilein Rome.
“The ] processisalmost certain to
become the main politicalalernative
for Afghanistan and will probably be
backed in coming months by the

lifting of US sanctions against
Pakistan imposed i response to
Islamabad’s 1998 nuclear tests, a
partial write-off ofthe country's $38

United States and NATO. Pakistan

Thercwdlbeaxrrongpubhcbacklash
also,” Haqsaid on September 14.
4

Haq’

does notsupport the Lj and would
insist to the United States that
Ihumabad continde o b

§

billion i | debt, more loan:

moves by s

sayin ofany future

from the IMF and the World Bank,
greater US pressurcon India tosele
the Kashmir disputc on terms

accepableto |’1kuran andthere

increase pressure on Musharraf from
within thearmy. Several senior
generalsand former 81 chiefs known
fortheir hard-line Iskumic views have
b

governmentin Kabul. If Pakistans
fully on board with Washington,
Tslamabad will beable to influence
theoutcomeofthe USarackand may

ghtingin Kashrir,
Lashkar-c-Taiba (Army of the Purc), s
onthe US terorist watch lse. Allhese

fighters, in addition toa cutoff of fuel

and other supplics,atthe very

in the past stopping their activicies
will bea major problem for Musharraf,

inencereaconshit with the
UmmlbrammwumuWashmy

that theattacks n the United States
werecaried outs partof an

Inkonith Now Dl Howerer
many Pakistanisfar that the United
States may just use Pakistan,asic did

retaininf the
future Afghan governmen. It
balks, Washington is unlikely to

h conspiracy in league | listen to Pakistani demands.

\v|[11 the CIA in order to give Isracl Musharrafis between a rock and
aficehand tocrush he Paletinians | abard place, and thevay hegos
and defame Muslin k :umnabmw

the Taliban’s military machine, momentwhen theywill be preparing FMusharf decideso fllnline | i he 1980sagainstthe Sovie I\{mhn.rrzfndmplymnocnmi

storage faciliics, supply linesand | to resista U invasion. with US policy, hewill reccive Union, and yoncett about U

leadership hierarchy i toral. Musharmafwillalso have o crack. | widesprea from themajority | US mission isover,establishi “Taliban, and the Pashtun cth

Pakistan ls has the msccompre- | down hard n Paian's mic of Pakisanis—specilyheutan, | dosrmilaryallance vith India eroupin particula, from whom the
i abouttherole | extremists, wh inLaden's | educated middl hoare ired andluvingl’ﬂqsmninchmﬁ That | Talibanaredrawnand who straddle

of foreign militants, their basesand | Al Qaedawith logistcs, communica- | ofthe country's ly expressed by Islamic | the borderbetwween Pakistan and

cheir numbers. The United States is
nowasking the 18T to turn overall this
information to the CIA.

Ifthearmy decides to commit
fully to Washington, Musharraf il
have todo even more. Hewill have to

tionsand other support, He may aso
beobliged to ban those Pakistani
groups, like Harakat ul-Ansar

(Volunteers Movement) and Jaish-e-

and the chronic lawlessness largely

causedby ISamic excremiss, and who

fear is ly
goups bm also by Pakistani liberals.
What the military is most

thatare isted by Washington s

P therapid oncerned aboutisabacklash from
“Talibanization” o jesand conservative
St Bl e Islamlclstswnhmdl:ofﬂoﬂwrps,
groupsinthe Nordhwest whowillaccuse Musharmafof

Afghanistan, and what he future sate
of Afghanistan willlook like. The
United States islikely to arget the
“Taliban leadership and s miliary

of[he Pakistanistte. Thisisa
momentofreckoning for Pakistan. It
has o decide whetheritwants tobe
partofthe intemational community
orgoitalone,attherisk of turning
intoa pariah nation and possibly
even statecollapse. 0 (The Nation)

(Ahmed Rashid is the author
ofTaliban: Militant Islam, Oil and

“Taliban uprisingin the Pasheun bele

entral Asia,
Yale.)
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Taliban, talks and
political change

Editorial in Kantipur, 24 September

The Maoists have announced the start of a “Nava Kranti,” or
New Revolution. They have been extorting money from common
people and they advocate a dress code for women, they have
even taken to tearing the clothes off women that do not comply.
The Maoist revolution’s political philosophy revolves around
bringing about fundamental changes in society. They realised
that the other political parties just paid lip service to these issues
but after seeing their ways now people have started challeng-
ing the Maoists and disobeying their directives. Terror, anti-
nationalism and character assassination have become the
hallmarks of their revolution. This all shows that the lower cadre
of the Maoist organisation is out of the control of their leaders.

The underground comrades have set another record too.
The cadre in Dailekh destroyed two statues of Bhagawati in a
temple in Mehaltoli Village Development Committee (VDC). Many
people used to worship these statues. This was another
example of the Maoists taking on the character of the Taliban.
Like the Talibans who destroyed the Buddha statues in Bamiyan
they have attacked the icons in which thousands have faith.
The Maoists have the right not to believe in god, but society and
government cannot give them the right to destroy statues and
temples which are icons of the people’s faith.

Before destroying the statues, the Maoists had said that
prayers were nothing but superstition and they would stop
prayers at that temple. This happened on 19 September. The
next day the Maoists disrupted Sanskrit classes at an ashram in
Accham and forced the principal of the school to issue transfer
certificates to 20 students so that they could attend another
school nearby. They then closed down the ashram.

After this they manhandled the students and cut off their
sacred threads and the tupi (tuft of hair on the heads of
Bahuns). Everyone has the right to raise questions concerning
religion and education, but no one has the right to impose their
beliefs on some one else. Not even the Maoists.

After destroying the education sector, they have now turned
their gaze on religion and temples. The people will definitely
protest, and the administration mustimmediately take steps to
halt them. If the Maoists continue with such behaviour, we can
be sure this will be the beginning of their end. You can use
hoodlums to spread terror in society but they cannot bring about
political, social or economic changes.

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

census, it doesn’t count anywhere else:

My name doesn’t count in the country at present. It only counts in the national

Former RPP leader Rajeswor Devkota in Jana Aastha Saptahik, 26 September 2001.

Time to think

Nepal, 17 September-1 October

- Vijay Kumar -

Comrade Prachandaand Dr Bhattarai
have to understand one thing: thereare
alotof people whosupportthem and
aresympathetic o theirstruggle, bue
the peoplearealsoscared of them. The
issesthat the Maoistshave raised have
won supportofthe masses. People
have contributed voluntarily o the
Maoistcause. But the Maoiss have
abused chis trus, and now they are
forcefully asking for donations. Thisis
abigmistake. They willlose the trust
of the people. Then they will belefe
with only their gunsand heir policy
ofextorton.

Ifthat happens, will they beable
obringabout the fundamental socil
changes they aim for? Unlessthe
Maoistschange their ways,the very
masses who have been supporting
them until now will revolc. Ifthe

dwith that,then

Ifwe do not, we are in for big
trouble. There will be neithera
republic nor a constitutional
monarchy. Because Nepal will cease
10 exist.

Kolkata Maoists

Jana Azsth, 19 Seprember 31

Some say that his change requiresa
forcebeyond the scopeaf the
government, Butwefee that the
governmentis the main playerin the
present policial process,under the
presentconstitution. Beforeany
dilogue the governmentcallsfora
meeting ofallpartiesand tries o put

forward to us the conclusions reached

Uil now pected thac
the Maoists were being supported
militarily and financially by India.
Now the Anti-Terrorist Cell (ATC)
of he policehasprescnved he

H

there. | ity to gacherall
these forcesand come tosome
understanding. e must have the will
tobringthe ssues on which ll agree

t heabie. el ispossible (oger

-~

L §
threatened them: “All seven RNAC

clmrlysahdlanhea]lsgauomm’c

true. According o the report, an ATC
team went to Caleuttasome timeago to
arrst op Maoisteaders. The team lefe

‘hat we want

FEach of your demands are
related to the other. They have
not been presented as
umkpendfnt demands...

for G yaftr receivr
reports thatthe senior leaders had
rented two floorsina high riscin
Calcutta. The team reported s
information to the Indian policeand
asked them for help. The Indian

interdepen-
dem Our main demand is (he
ofani

Twin O Id start operating
before Dasain. If this does not
happen, [am going to take action
against the concerned heads of the
deparement. Thisisa warning,” he
said. The engineers,pilotsand other
saffof the organisation thought that

repuhhc. For this o happen, the
present constiution must bescrapped
andanew consiion beputin s
place. Th

the minister was talking business.
Four smallaircraft of RNAC are
nearly always grounded because of
technical esons. But the RNAC

polc, frfrom hlping thr, e
hing o dowith them. The

thereis nothing more to say Butif
they arereally interested n bringing,
abourchangesinsocey, they will e
o table, and

ATC team d

mdccldcthm Aninetim goverment
mustt

Youhave t keepiin mind that ime
andagindelodin ol wihou

have to e very patientand under-
sunding. .
“Thebsechingabout e prsenc
parliamentary system i thatthe likes
of Devendra Parsjuli can shoutand
cansay that the system gives them ‘the
tight to hold a mass mecting on 21

anew constitution. The new constiu-
tion is needed to establish a republic.

he Nepaipolice,have | S0all demandsarerelaed.
nered Nepal andarrested peopl. What do you mean by an
On his return, the leader of the vwﬂmﬂwﬁ_bssd republic?
ATC team intendent of Police A been

Surendra Shah wrote clearly in his
report o the Home Ministry that

formed, informall,inthis country.
The L Jun ncidenthasproved hac

f

his group wa ful because
the Indian forces refused to help. It

September from the student
Ic.xdu') Itisa different matter that the

ing that the ATC team,
\Vhlch has been successful in

hich

top Maoistleadersin

is totallyirrelevantin

todayscontext It hingthat

the minister'suterances. They had
reason to be scared. Five years ago,
when KC was justa member of
parliament, he beat up an RNAC
department chicffora minor reason.
“The chiefssill remember that.

Minister KC’s outbursts e not
just limited to the RNAC. Some
daysago, KC and cight other MPs
showed up at theairpore, He asked
the authorities which arcrafi was

was therein the past, today people
wanta republic. Therefore, o ulfl
theiraspirations, we have to work fora

givesthem the right
newspaper reporters for no reason...
People who have met Prachanda
are full of praise for him. I too, have
met Baburam one time or the other.
Inever had any doubts about his
commitment towards the nation and
the people. Since these two men are
sincete, | equest them o find a way
out of this mess, I request them to

help in the ofanew

the past, was I his
time... The reporc furcher sates that
the recent clashes between the
Maoists and villagers in Parsa, took
place on India’s orders.

Takes two to talk

Saptahik Bimarss, 21 SeprFREENELI

with

Nepal, and to bring peace . I they
do notwant chis, there s another
way out—a civil war, a reign of
terror and oppression, making way
forforeign forces entering our
country. Let us not fool ourselves
into thinking that a forcign army
will enter our country from one side
only, they will enter from all
directions. Lebanonisa prime
example of this. Once it wasa very
peaceful and quiet country. Then the
Tsraclis entered and ruled for some
time. Afier them it was the turn of
the Syrians. The losers were always
the Lebanese. Do we want to be
another Lebanon?

Ttis time we thought seriously.
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Government Maoist Peace Talks

SERIR Budhabar Saptahik, 26 Sepember.

Krishna Bahadur Mahara
Can your demands—an interim
govemment, a new constituent

achieved through dialoguc?
Many people doubt whecherour
aims can be reached through dialogue.

r

O

must help in institutionalising the
republic.
If the constituent assembly
‘makes a decision
unfavourable to you, what
will you do?
We cannot givea definite
answer now.
Two rounds of talks are
already over, what is your
opinion about talking?
Westill want to resolve the
problem through dialogue. The

available. Id him the
Skyline craft had not flights. He
called a Skyline offcials and asked
that his team and he be flown
immediately to Lukla. The official
spoke to his director, the director
could not refuse the minster and
the plane flew to Lukla. The
minister then asked thepilot to wait
in Lukla fora few houss,afr that the
plane flew again with the ministerand
his cnrourage,this time for Phaplu.
“The pilotwasthen told o return to
Kathmandu, buhad to fly back o
Phaplu the next day to pick up the
minister and his cronies.

“That caused all Skyline lights to

be mnwﬂrd for two days. Accordingto
Skyl

behaviour, which meansitshould stop
antestingour cade, enforcing curfews,
etc. None ofthatwill help the
dialogue, ewill only hinder the
process. Ifthey do that, we willlso
have o rechink our position on

dialogue.

Corrupt minister

Deshanter Suprahi, Tbepenmilies

Bal Bahadur KC is the miniseer for
Civil Aviaton. A couplof days ago.
hecalled all the h

fficia, the company s
already in the red and that particular
day’sactivities cerainly did nothelp.
“Theministerisalso known for
bullying helicopter companiestoo.
Lascweek, he tooka helicopter
belonging o aprivate company and
flewwith 22 people to Mansarovar.
He paid nothing for this trip. A
governmentdirccive says thatcargo-
crtying helicoptersare notallowed o
carty people—butwhowill el the
minister ? On his way back from
Mansarovar, KC stopped at Humla,

inauguried atouris projectthere,

officials of the Royal Nepal Airline
Corporation to his officcand

gavea
S thonfle o Pokars HisFthr
had accompanied him on the
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Over the
Rainbow
Thamel
Opposite
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16CITY

ABOUT TOWN
MOVIES
00 Nepali and Hindi movies  online ticket booking at www.nepalshop.com

EXHIBITION

00 In Search of Shangri La  Photos by Nepali and European photographers. Until
12 October, 10am-6pm, National Art Council, Babermahal. Organised BY the Nepal
Photographic Society and Eco Himal.

00 Paintings and sculptures by Batsa Gopal Vaidya and Shashi Shah. 14
September-17 October, 11am-6pm. Siddhartha Art Gallery, Baber Mahal Revisited.
411122

00 Looking for something different? ~ Dwarika's in-house craft workshop produces all furniture,
restoration, brick work. Daily 10am-4pm, Dwarika's Hotel. 479488

Music

00 Red Sky Walkers at the Rox Abhaya and Dev live, and DJ Neil. Happy hour 6pm-9pm. The Rox,
Hyatt Regency. 491234

00 Weekends at The Jazz Bar The Jazz Commission on Thursdays, Chris Masand's Latin band on
Fridays and on Saturdays An Fainne. 7pm onwards. Shangri-La Hotel

00 Live Acoustic Music  Dinesh Rai and Deependra every Friday at the Himalatte Café. 9pm 491234
00 Cadenza Saturday evening live jazz at Upstairs, Lazimpat. 7.30pm-10pm. Rs 200

EVENTS

00 Renowned philosopher Richard Rorty speaks  on “The American Left and its View of the
World.” Friday, 28 September, 5.30pm, Baggikhana, Patan Dhoka. Limited seating, for reservations ring
Himal Association 542544.

00 Classical music - Every full moon at the Kirateswor temple, Gaurightat, Pashupati. Next on 7
October, 4pm. Organised by the Shree Kirateshwar Sangeetashram.

00 Action Asia Himalayan Mountain Bike Races  Biking event with categories for everyone with
cash prizes, trophies and $1,950 in bikes to be won. Three races on 10, 17, 24 November. For details,
437437 or www.bikingnepal.com. Himalayan Mountain Bikes, Thamel.

00 Fourth Momo Festival - Unlimited helpings from 18-20 kinds of momos with live music. Momo-
making, eating contests, door prizes. Rs 350 over 4'6" includes complementary beer. Rs 200 under 4'6",
with complementary coke or ice cream.

EATING OUT

00 Exploration Revisited On Vasco da Gama's food trail. The Fun Café, Radisson Hotel, 7pm-
10.30pm, 26 September to 3 October. 411818.

00 Patan Museum Café Mixed menu, garden seating. Lunch only, 11am-2pm. 25 percent off with
Summit Card. 526271

00 Live at Rum Doodle Music Friday and Tuesday nights. 40,000 1/2 ft Bar, Rum Doodle. 414336

00 All-new at Dwarika's! ~ Krishnarpan Nepali ceremonial four-course lunch, $13, daily from noon.
Friday Night Sekuwa (BBQ) now with fusion music by Himalayan Feelings. Rs699 per head, Rs1299 per
couple. Three-course course set lunches daily at Toran Garden Restaurant, $11. Al prices nett. 479488
00 Boudhanath full moon experience  Special menu, ice-cream, soft guitar at the Stupa View
Restaurant, directly at the stupa. 2 October, 5pm onwards. 480262

00 Saturday lunch at Restaurant Kantipur, Club Himalaya, Nagarkot. BBQ buffet Rs 500 per head.
410432, 414432

00 Dine with the birds and butterfies ~ Chef Sher Shing BBQ, kababs, tandoors, other traditional
cuisine Farm House Café overlooking Shivapuri Reserve. Park Village Resort, Budanilkantha.

00 LaSoon Restaurant and Vinotheque Lunch, tea and dinner with European and American food,
fine wines. Pulchowk. 535290

00 Free soft drink with Over the Rainbow's American diner-style sandwiches. Full meals at
backpacker prices. Opposite Pilgrims Book House, Thamel. Only for NT readers. 42651

00 Wetand Wild Summer Swimming and buffet lunch. Saturday and Sunday at Godavari Village
Resort. Adults Rs 600, children Rs 350. Taxes extra. 560675, 560775

00 Juicy steaks, chilled beer , Mexican cuisine, great breakfasts, sports bar. All week long. Live band
Wednesday, Sunday evenings 6.30-10.00. K-too! Beer & Steakhouse, Thamel. 433043

00 Dinner and concert  Dine with Nepali singers Sapna

Shree Pariyar and Suresh Manandhar. 8pm-11pm, except i
Tuesdays. Far Pavilion, The Everest Hotel. 488100
00 Saturdays at the Malla  Swimming and French chef's
barbecue lunch. 11am-5pm. The Malla Hotel. 418385, T
y
-y

410966

00 Splash Bar and Grill New fifth-floor outlet with
panoramic view of city and surrounding hills. Starting 28
September at the Radisson. 411818

GETAWAYS

00 September at Shangri-La Swimming and lunch for
Rs 600, ear Rs 300. For details call 412999

00 Chiso Chiso Hawama Summer B&B package for Nepalis and expatriates. Rs 1,250 per head. Club
Himalaya Nagarkot Resort. 410432, 414432

00 Nagarkot Escape Weekends in cottages, views of the Himalayas, valleys and forests. Special
rates for Nepalis and resident expatriates. Hotel Keyman Chautari. keyman@wlink.com.np 436850

For inclusion in the listing send information to edrlws@nepahnmesvcuml

NEPALI WEATHER

by NGAMINDRA DAHAL

There is an interesting pattern of post-monsoon circulation
inthe Himalaya. Three low pressure zones, one in
northwest India, another in central India and a third in
southeast Tibet drew a band of clouds into the central
Himalaya from the Bay of Bengal. Although it brought cloud
cover, the system failed to bring any of the expected rain
we predicted last week. So, next week look for more of
the same: low ground-hugging clouds on the valley floor in
the momings, hot and humid days and glorious evenings
punctuated by isolated brief showers with fresh wester-
lies. Characteristic pre-Dasain weather.

KATHMANDU VALLEY

Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue
2818 28-18 27-17 27-17 27-18
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YAK YETI YAK by MIKU

SE% SEAN THELL

BOOKWORM

¥ End of the Line: The Story of the Killing of the Royals in Nepal Neclesh Mishra
. ' Penguin Books India, New Delhi, 2001

Rs320

SR AP

significance.

onthe nightof 1 June th

Mishra pieces together

onflcting eportsof what happened
interviews,and I

itslarger national
] &

“Kay Gardeko?; The Royal Massacre in Nepal Prakash A Raj

Prakash Raj explores whati believed to have happened on 1 June and it repercussions. This

Rupaand Co, New Delhi, 2001
Rs200

volume, printed on art paper,isrich n photographs.

Courtesy Mandala Book Point, Kantipath, 227711, mandala@ccsl.com.np

The way to Mexico is too far. Botega
Restaurant and Tequila Bar is near Thamel
Chowk. 266433. 15 percent off-season

discount.

The Borderlands Resort
rafting, trekking at Tibet borders, Profes-
sional Development Program, Leadership
Courses and many more. 425836/425894.
info@borderlandresorts.com.
www.borderlandresorts.com.

Gourmet weekend for Nepalis and expatri-
ates Naked Chef, Nagarkot, B&B, three- N
course international gourmet dinner,

transport both ways—Rs 1100. 417386,

680115

770 (MIDI compatible), Aiwa CD-tape
recorder player, Panasonic VCR. Also other
furniture and household items. All in good
condition, very reasonable prices. Ring
373218 before 9.30am and after 5.30pm.
For canyoning,

Reflexology  Professionally US/Europe-
trained naturopath. Suitable for specific
health problems and as a preventive meas-
ure. Improves blood circulation and energy
flow throughout the body. 413774 or email
buddhasfeet@about.com.

House for rent or sale  Sitapaila Ring Road,
12-minute drive from Lincoln School. Two
roapni compound, five bedrooms, two
bathrooms, kitchen, dining and sitting room,
servant's quarters, other facilities. 356074

K-Too! Beer and Steakhouse not the

“longest”, “highest”, “first” or any other
superlative. Just a relaxed, easy-going bar
and restaurant with the coldest beer and
juiciest steaks this side of the moon. By the

Best Room in Thamel  Long-term only.
Private terrace, bath, double-bed, wardrobe,
shelves. Quiet, private, and a great view.
USS5 per day. Contact John 548119.

Kathmandu Guest House. 433043 :

HMB Mountain Biking  Have your bike
serviced or repaired by HVMB's Professional
Mechanics at the HMB Workshop. Riding
gear, accessories and parts available.
Second hand bikes bought/sold/hired. New
and reconditioned mountain bikes for sale.
Himalayan Mountain Bikes—Tours and

Expeditions. 437437.

For Sale One each Casio piano modelCT-

at Boudhanath Stupa. Well-appointed
restaurant, terraces with best views to the
auspicious stupa, the eternal Himalayas.
International vegetarian specialties, pizza
from clay oven, ice cream delights, soft
quitar tunes. Fridays, Saturdays and Sun-
days, 5 pm onwards. Special full moon
events. Daily 11am-8.30pm. Reservations
ring 480262.

For insertions ring NT Marketing at 543333-36.

Stupa View Restaurant and T errace Directly

on FM 102.4

0615-0645
0615-0645
0615-0645
2045-2115
2245-2300

BBC World Today
BBC Science in Action
BBC Agenda

BBC Auteft &av
BBC Autet &av

Radio Sagarmatha
P.O. Box 6958, Bakhundole, Lalitpur, Nepal
Te

+977-1-545680, 545681 Fax: ++ 977-1- 530227
E-mail: radio@radiosagarmatha.org
www.radiosagarmatha.org
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Triumph of the documentary

The history of the fascination for fluid film from Leni Riefenstahl (left) to Frank Capra (right)

"T

undoubtedly Leni Ricfenstahl's p changes. Asthe | dhere o nocmenn icshows the
Triumph of the Will Where lscbut de films ke TheRiver | cquipmentgotlessobtnsiveand more | uth. Edicingeansh
in Nazi Germany could an endire city orTthAwbuL levisionhad | portable, film prodh Hnow isual ankCa raused
have been mobilised just or thesakeof | not hed y intohid harted Rlcfcnsmhl’sfoomgcoanlcrmWhv
adocumentary! Hundreds of cameras hmowm,\wmmhodcm tericry. Asadlrcclkg\cyof[hc WeFight While Hiderfiyorory
reorded Hnler‘sdmnnh.ough the | davmed inheaarly 19505 the g in Europe, by Ricfensahl to |
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smrrodusmg(henu fumfor | war. Thed parc s ke B Droeand Richard documentaries wereagainstthe room. And now with the imeallotted

expression. In the beginning therewas | of the war effort. The Office of War
the fascination with the luid move- Information in the United States
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men[, burit b drafted di d ©
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camplesofgovemmentinvolvement thingsandthe dul miniaturiscionofthesound | anendinitself. pecitive zeal or prime-time news, ditfimon
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NEPALITERATURE by MANJUSHREE THAPA

Wayne

nglish literature from Nepal has lately been attracting some
E attention, with new publications abroad. Yet English literature is

not as alien to Nepal as it sounds. Laxmi Prasad Devkota and Bal
Krishna Sama made some early attempts, as far back as the 1940's, to
write English poems—though their verses were sometimes marred by
odd syntax and antiquated usage. The English language entered the
formal education curriculum in 1959; and just over a decade later, Abhi
Subedi, Peter J Karthak and Padma P Devkota were producing poems
in this language. They were joined in the 1980's by diverse writers
such as Mani Dixit, Greta Rana, Keshar Lall, Prakash A Raj, Kesang
Tseten, Manju Kachuli, Shailendra K Singh, Yuyutsu RD Sharma, Tek B
Karki, Pallav Ranjan, Para Limbu, Laxmi Rajbhandari and DB Gurung.
With their native command over English and their extensive experience
in Nepal, long time expatriates such as Henny Dossing Paudel, Joy
Stephens and Joel Isaacson have also, today, contributed to the
growing body of English literature of Nepal.

Poet Wayne Amtzis is one such expatriate, an American who
has lived in Kathmandu for more than 20 years, teaching, translat-
ing and writing. He is the author of two chapbooks, Monsoon Song
and The Journey East. He also translated Two Sisters, the poetry
collection of Manju Kachuli and Benju Sharma; he edited and co-
translated Banira Giri's poetry collection From the Lake, Love; and
he is currently co-translating the poems of Purna Bahadur Vaidya.
Had he not, on some vagary, given up his considerable command of
the Nepali language, he would be the finest translator of Nepali
poetry: any verse he touches, even as co-translator, shimmers
with uncommon grace.

Amtzis's own work, too, is no less brilliant in its formal experiments
and search for wisdom and insight. The poem below dates back to his
1980's oeuvre, focusing on the consecration and profanity of modern
Kathmandu.

Kali's Curse
A few roused at dawn,
summoned to bear some insistent landlord's load;
the rest remain on stoops where they've slept,
like toppled statues or unclaimed bodies
On Kathmandu's comers crouched round burning trash,
coolies smoke or drink sweet tea
Without gun or kukhri, through Asan & Durbar Square
His Majesty's soldiers jog. How long will the stooped coolies stand
aside?
At Kastamandap, a bewildered cow stands her ground
and pisses. On city roofs, stunted cactus stand guard,
meat astir with captive flies hangs to dry
Splattered by cement tossed from tray to tray,
barechested workers swarm endless tiers of girder and sky
Beneath the winds borne down by brutal dreams of incarnation,
strings tangled and taut, kites swoop and crash
In a city not yet emergent from feudal crimes, gods
resurrected on cinema billboards, building eclipsed peaks
mourned with a carefree procession of clouds,
streets darkened till daylight's reprieve,
on all avenues of access and regress,
police sport thin batons and heavy wicker shields

THE EXPATRIATE POET:
Amtzis

Where peddlers sprawl  between piles of misshapen fruit,
and rickshaw wallahs snare riders laden with cameras,

while her drunken man drones a harmonium,

arms twisted, hands clutching air, bent fingers pointing,

Kali curses and wails. Late in the day, the Himalayas wake:
With nothing to do, boys ride long thin poles.

pursuing a dog marked for the kill. Behind high compound walls,
banana trees shade a sleeping dog

Moved by the growing disparity between rich and poor in
contemporary Kathmandu, Amtzis began to write more ethically
charged poems in the 1990's. (In doing this, he moved closer to the
flanks of Nepal's progressive poets). The poem below is an example
of his more political oeuvre. It offers readers a chance to look, with
compassion, at the world around them, and also to examine their
own consciences.

NOENDTOIT
Where buses spew forth fumes,
on acurb, her hand round a cigarette
With forceful gait he emerges
from the five-o'clock-crowd
Recruited as protagonists
for the play you'd have me perform,
gaining in confidence
they speak their own words
Their demands appear ludicrous
They ask for a glass of water,
a few flat loaves,
atablespoon of sugar,
a match. Between echoing traffic
and the stealth of dusk
.ahottle of cheap rum,
a blanket, passersby slip away
a glass of water, a few flat loaves
There’s no end to it a tablespoon of.
Though the darkening street
manhandles all who remain,
atemple alcove's refuge
The blanket they speak of
warms us. With them
we sleepwalk past the angry,
the pained, the vengeful There's no end to it!
A narrow lane,
awoman bending to her sewing,
asunken abattoir,
a face at a window
Do we wake? Despite the blanket
Do we shiver?

Amtzis's original poems, and some of their Nepali translations,
can be read in the upcoming issue of Studies in Nepali History and
Society. Some of his work can also be accessed at the website
www.photo-poems.com. Amtzis currently teaches chi gong and
meditation in Kathmandu.

We are looking for enthusiastic, highly
competent and committed professional
to assume the following roles.

Executive
Divisional Manager
Nrs 35,000-50,000.00 range per month plus
attractive fringe benefits.

Reporting to the Chairman, the appointee will be responsible for the
development and execution of marketing plans and strategies.
Duties cover brand and positioning development market base
expansion, new services line launches, customer relationship and
loyalty enhancement

Referred condidates is expected to be:

0 Nepali National, aged in mid 35 to early 45,
Sex: Female of Male

0 MBA in Economic finance or a related discipline, perferably
with overseas education or having worked abroad.

0 Minimum3-5 years experience, perferably in an
International Environment.

0 Energetic and hands on with excellence interpersonal and
presentation skills and adaptable to all levels of people.

0 Able to communicate effectively on her or his own with
decision-makers of clients at the highest executive level.

0 Possessing high self-confidence and creativity in
recommending solution of the clients with professional
approach and convincing ability.

0 Goal-getter, extrovert, energetic, self-initiative, ambitious.

0 Aggressive with a strong drives for success.

0 Excellents in both spoken and written English.

0 Analytical computer literate.

Initial salary will be within the above stated range and will be

commensurate with the successful condidate qualifications and

ions in one's own ings, stating in full
qualifications, and experiences, as well as currents and
expected remuneration, and a recent photograph should be sent to:

Executive Recruitment
HRD Division
VOITH Complex
Tinkune, Sinamangal
P.0, Box: 233/2640
Kathmandu, Nepal

“Fromthoughtto Finish”

Applications will be treated in strict confidence. Reference(s) will
not be contacted unless prior approval is given by the applicant.
Application should reach “VOITH" on or before Oct 22, 2001.
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The people of United States of America thank
the people of Nepal for your kind words, your
prayers, your friendship, and your offers of
assistance during this petiod of profound
national and international tragedy.

Your expressions of support have been a great
comfort and a source of strength.
We look forward to working with you to
make the wotld a safer place.

With warmest regards,
U.S. Embassy Kathmandu and
the American Community in Nepal
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Slice of heaven

Words cannot
adequately
describe the
joys of a
Hermann’s
bakery product.

ALOK TUMBAHANGPHEY

iveminutes down the road

opposite Hotel Narayani isa

small bakery. Butif your noseis
functioning, youdon t need directions.
Walk down that road anytime starting
7am, and you will felled by the most
delicious, enticing fragrance—fresh
baked bread, buns, cakes, pastries
and cookies. For 23 years now this
lictle bakery, Hermann'’s to those in
theknow, has been serving the
neighbourhood and is known as the
finest place for the perfect German

1 determined i I

bakery'slogo. Unfortunately, says
Kamal, another brother, ofien Nepalis
asked foranewbagevery time they
came, becausethey found icahassle
tocry theold oncaround. Sonow
Hermann's sellsthe bagfor R 45,
and donates 40 percent ofthe sale
price toadisabled children’ fund.
Theyalso plan tointroduce sturdy

paperbags.

Ashokretired six ycarsago, and
now his three sons Nitmal, Kamal,
and Bimal run the showwithalitdle
help from theirmother, Ram Maya,
whoisalwayson ahnd to greet
customersin themorning, Besides
learning from ther fher,the three
brothers havealso reccived trainingac
theHotel Mk and Tourism

HAPPENINGS

REPUBLICANS ON DURBAR SQUARE: Lila Mani Pokhrel of che
United Peoples’ Froncaddressinga rally organised by Maoist-affliaced

Training Centre. Each has hisown
task—Nirmal overseesalot, but his
true passion is white bread and the
petfectlitle cupeakes younger
Hermann's customner’s love. Karnal
handles the pastry department,
while Bimal, the youngest, makes
the puffi—including the chicken
puffthat has been the downfall of
many who work outat the gym
nextdoor. And from time to time
the founder still popsin to check
on quality Nirmal and his brothers
are happy that more Nepalis are
cating healthy, wholegain bread,
but Nirmal sresses: “The main
thingis the sacisfaction you get
outofit”

Between the familyand nine
apprenticesand helpers, this e
shop makesalor of people happy—
andin the proces,takes in more
everyday than even a good restaurant.
‘The bakery starssellingat 7am, and
by mid-afiemoon most of he bread,
tols, bunsand piesare gone. “Butitis
only4odock,” weoverheard one
customerlamenting because the
brown bread she came for wasall
gone. Theresalways omottow, as

e

toNep b

Hermann’

thebest, neve isi

NOTREVOLUTIONARY: Students from Kathmandu colleges painting
over revolutionary republican slogans outside Tri Chandra Campus with
hance” on Saturday, 22 September.

messages like: “Give peace

RADKAT IN ‘MANDU: Radisson Hotel launches its discount card aca

Patan Durbar Square on Sunday, 23 September.

function on Wednesday, 19 September. Seen heteare (1o ) Nirmalya
Biswas, Prerana Rai, Kene Davidson, Abhinav Ranaand Vinod Sharma.

SMANTYGIN

ATONV VS

A2aNvd N

quality. He decided toname his
bakeryafter hisboss in Bremen. And
soaKathmandulegend wasborm:
Hermann Helmers bakeryand
confectioners. Afer that thete was no
stopping Ashok “Inthe old daysit
wasall done by hand and baked in
wood fite ovens. Today everything
is modern. We have comea long
way,”says Nirmal, Ashoks oldest
son, whos looking forward to
celebrating the family business’ 25%

bakery products. anniversary in 2003.

German, wesay. Yup:thesignsays  Kathmanduinthe mid-70'sundil he Hermann'sisntonly bout
Hermann Helmers Bickerciund openedup hisownlitdeoutltinthe  buttey cookiesand scrumptiously
Konditorei. But don't expecta eryspotthatitstands today. In 1978 chewy wholemealbread. Thisisa
haughty German baker, Thishasbeen,  Ashok decided to cnhance his kil enterprisewithaconscence.In
fiom thestare,anall-Nepalifamily ~ andwentto Germanytotraininthe  orderto cutdown onits use of plstic,
venture. Ashok KCvasa bakerdoing  artofbaking, Impressed by the Hermann'sstarted givingiis egular
he roundsof different horlsin hasison quality Ashok cameback  customerfree dloth bags with the
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Under My Hat

by Kunda Dixit

Klssmg assets of arsonists

thathashx ddown fr

e Baddiesh bad pressoflate
fora]lcgedly—aocordmgwsomehlthcrm
| indpendentyunconfimed porsyccobe
edi

gfellow-
Nepa]lsrosponmnecus|vpartv\mh thircsh ou[of[helr

P fNepals
to the next, right up to the present day female friskers ac
the Departure Lounge of the Tribulation International
AArpO[l Teworkson (hcvcryslmplc socmlm pnnclplcof

own freewill.Let me hasten toad
prelmineryepors hacaveron st o, b s

that Ty

dingtohi uugwwhanhlsdocslslr

levels the plavine Reld.

! w©

dw:kcd fcrdmr ifany. T
h

nables us, asa mrion in rhc throes of d
ke ravid

andifsothey mustbe partofthe nstructions Mr Zedong
letfor his proteges in hislastwilland testament (“Go

Inthis rrspcctwcarcalrcadeaya]mdofcounmcs in
theregion, havingslappedafecon justabouteverything

forth and kiss their assets, thatafee can belapped
butgiveme mycur’). on. Butthereis no room
However, atthis present forcomplacency. We
pointin time, whatwewant have toask ourselves: s
toaskisthis: howisthisany therea Durbar Square
different than what our own still untaxed, a peak still
governmencand the permitless,a touristsil
bureauctacy have been ungouged? Thelongand
doingsince timein shortanswer o these
memoram? questionsis:youbet
Therei lly nothing new in all the give-and-tak Glaring

thatis going onin the name of ebellion n broad daylight
andinfullviewof the lw enforcementagenciesall over
Nepal, evenaswespek. In fact, exortion hasbeena

ever
since Manjushreewas told he could notsash Chobhar Hill
in two unless he firse paid a royalty of $3,000 (atthe
prevalent Rastra Bank exchange rate) with a $50 pocket
money o unconcemed authories and anorher 3300
Slashing Pe from the [
Dollarsand Cents valid for the Aurumn Seasonand onl;

right undcr thenoses of hlghcr upauthorities, lcadmg ©
colossal losses to the national exchequer. Here are some.
new feesand royalties we can start charging right away to
incrascour ercapia GNP
1L

i licin low-carthorbi

over Nepalevery 30 minutes totalyfree ofcost.Let’s

charge them forevery passover Nepaliirspace.

2. AronFecofRl OOO(HO"/UVAﬂforcvcryschco]
I

n

onfire, 500 for
onhilluptoan devarion 6000 . Good g eporeyabduced and Re2s fomrymobxle

y Il dollar bl napped. Tobe paid by petp
forjustsuchacoti hervise the Ministry of torstothe Deprof Tasonomy cvery quareer.

Irritation and. I’hvslc;] lm/:uvltym Gmgha Durbarwould

3. Global tender for bids (in triplicate with camest

till be suk
Squeczing ellowcitizens dry isa quaint Nepali custom

moneyinatached envelope) o dam Chobhar Gorgeso
hmandu Valley willbeapicturesque lake agai
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If's never been easier
to subscribe to
Nepali Times.

Just dial this number

and leave your address.

043337

AVAILABLE WORLDWIDE IN HARD COPY

Nepali Times is now available on
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