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j usta fewyears ago Nepali domestic

aviation wasa model ofsuccessful

deregulation. New aitlnes were popping
up every week, services wee getting b,
and even the price of ickets had starced
goingdown,

Todayitisallin shambles. Buffeted bya
tourism slump that stareed with the Indian
Ailines hijack in December 1999 and
carried on to the post-11 September
worldwide downturn, Nepal's domestic
airlines are struggling to stay alof.

“Theimpact ofthe policy of opening up
the skies was there for all o see:
® The number of Nepalis lyingintemnally
jumped almost five times from about
350,000 in 1992/93 to 1.8 million lavrycjr.

Domesticairlines hauled a million
tonnes of cargo last year, compared to half
thatamountin 1992.
® Lastyear there were 19 private airlines
flying, compared to only Royal Nepal
Airlines ten years ago.

e

® The government had given air operator
certificates to 31 airlines by 2000,

‘o be sure, most of the ircraft in the
domestic field are second-hand, safety
standards have not been up to mark witha
s of tragic crashes. But tourists and
Nepali passengers have benefited. There are
now more than 20 flights a day between
Kathmandu and Pokhara, about 15 aday to
Lukla. There are no waits for flights to
Jomsom or Bhairahawa. However, aitlnes
have not made much of an impactin
remote, non-profiable sectors like Jumla,
Bajhangor Taplejung. Privaceaitlines that
doventure out to these routes are known to
charge double, sometimes riple,the Royal
Nepal Ailnes aeon hesly.

| women going to the Gulfto work?

Tolalvotes: 958

“Ther rious problems
with undercuttingand unhealchy competi-
tion for passengersand the domestic airline
industry was getting ready fora shakcout.
There were talks of mergers and acquisi-
tions. Also, s the irline industry generates
quick revenue that is where fly-by-night

investors would want to be. Anyoncwﬂh

Nepal’s domestlc alrlmes are on the verge of coIIapse.

113440 WYXV

had pinned their hopes on the autumn
season. But the cancellations after 11
Septemberand thestkes agains

justenough money tobuyleas .
canjoin and thesewould b th i o
leave when the downturn begins.

Butthe crisisin tourism has made
matters much worse and much faster than
anyone imagined. Now, the challenge s
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staving kruptcy. A tourism slump
had hit nearly allprivate airlines and they

“Cinemacan

For the film aficionado Shyam Bene
personalities of the ‘new cinema’ in In
45 documentaries, including the epic 53-hour Bharat Ek Khoj (|

over 1000 commercial film-lets.
credited for provi

have spooked all excepr the
most determined tourists.

Necon’slosses over the pastfew years
have ranged between Rs 100-120 million
and revenues are now sliding even fastr.
Accordingto Pun, Necon's monthly
carnings average around Rs 40 million,

“Wejusedon'e h people while the operation cost is to the tune of
fing.” mdl ‘c@l (rexd) Naryan Singh Pun, | Rs70 milon.
Managing Nobusi run with such sutistics

DirectorofNecon Al mont ‘Neon s
big problerns, almost lose toshutting downiif
things don'timprove.”

butindustry analysts suspect the situation
issimilar for others in the business, bu
they do not disclose their numbersascasily.

When Pragyan S. Rana of Mountain Air
wasasked why the airlines were sillflying,
“We have no choice,” he shot back. “We
have to getas close to break even hoping
that things willimprove.”

Necon has been trying to cut costs by
aking on asmaller partner—in a marketing
alliance—but the process remains caught
upin employe resistance and other

procedural hold-ups.
Seep.9 O

g the first real breaks to sucl
Shahana Azmi, Girish Karnad, Om Puri and Amrish Puri. He has received sevel

hlight the plight of those withoutlobbies

| needs no introduction. One of the major

India, at last count he had made 21 feature films,

iscovery of Ind|a), and

Sucha vnde-ranﬁmg oeuvre aside, he can also be
artistes as the late Smita Pat|l

VABYHOVHCYE NI

national and international awards for his films, apart from the top Indian civi an
awards, the Padma Shree and the Padma Bhusan.

During the film director’s recent visit to Kathmandu to chair the Jury at Film South
Asia 01 held 4-7 October, Nihal Rodrigo met him over coffee, cappuccino and (many)
cigarettes and asked about his vision of the cinema, the responses his films have
evoked, and the relationship between film and literature.

Your first film, Ankur, looked at social and gender
discrimination in a feudalistic society in rural India.
Two years later, in 1976, you came up with Manthan,
dealing with social mobilisation and empowerment of
rural dairy farmers and their struggle against
exploitation. Latter films too deal with social issues
that have largely been ignored by other filmmakers.
To what extent do you believe can films bring about

social and economic change in real life?

change. This must be preceded by a change in
perception. It won't happen with one film. Itis a
process.

I have sought to reach out to audiences beyond
those already conscious and aware - people of the
same feather. Film must be engaging, engrossing to a
very large number of people. Films must entertain,
Popular acceptance and appeal is essential.

Seep.17 =)

The cinema or individual films are not capable of really
effecting huge political and social changes in India or
anywhere else. But the film is a powerful medium for
bringing to the fore, subjects which otherwise would
be lost to public discourse. Cinema can give social
urgency and highlight the need to deal with the plight
of groups who have no lobbies. That is the primary
thing the (politically and socially conscious) cinema
can do. You have to work towards an attitudinal
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JUST PEACE

An insurgency does not have a clear beginning or a neat end. Like
monsoon floods, it arrives, it devastates, and departs, leaving destruction
in its wake. But just as floods teach people how to cope with another one
next time round, there are lessons to be learnt from insurgencies too.

There are signs that the Maoist leadership has come to the realisation
that, for now, the armed struggle is a dead end. There could be many
factors that have led to this, and we tried to list some of them in previous
issues. Comrade Prachanda has apologised for the excesses his cadre
have committed in the name of revolution, although he is silent about what
he is going to do about them. The “students” of the ANNFSU
(Revolutionary) have publicly promised to mend their ways. Government
has softened its criticism of the Maoists. The truce holds, and peace
seems within reach. But this will not be a lasting peace unless the
government addresses the root causes of the insurgency.

Despite the havoc Maoists have created, the revolt has exposed the
hollowness of Nepal's political leaders who have discredited and
squandered our hard-won democracy. It has also shown the depth of
frustration of a neglected people whose basic needs have been ignored
for too long. More than a decade after the promulgation of a constitution
that made the people sovereign, rural Nepal is still waiting to see what it
actually means to be the true rulers of this country. Call them ignorant or
illiterate, but they have yet to see and feel the supposed advantages of
democracy. And, mark this, they know exactly who the crooks are. The
Maoists had felt the pulse of the people and they knew the anger,
frustration and hopelessness in the hinterland. They let the people down
by fighting a futile, wasteful war in their name, that is another matter. They
lived with the people—in many cases they were the people. Like Mao said,
they were like fish in water. After the rebels lay down their guns, that is the
kind of intimacy that political parties and their activists should be aiming
for. Much of this is happening in many parts of Nepal as local self-
governance takes root. Such successful examples of grassroots

democracy in action must be replicated nationwide if we are to prevent an
even more desperate insurgency replacing the present one

Nepalis know the limitations of their country's resources only too well.
It is the experts and the populist leaders who want to transform Nepal into
Singapore or Switzerland. The people themselves would be quite happy
even if the process of building a more just and tolerant society were to
begin—if there were a glint of hope at the end of the long dark tunnel.
Despite the utopia that the Maoists have promised, all the people really
want is to be left to live in peace. The government therefore has to re-
establish the rule of law. National highways can't be blocked by five
hooligans protesting a traffic accident to extort money from travellers.
There must be equality before the law for elected leaders who misuse
their mandate and plunder the people.

That done, people must be made to feel free. This can only happen by
creating an environment where every individual's right to security, dignity
and identity is respected. It goes beyond law and order: it includes jobs,
education for all, and health services. In the past 12 years social inequities
have grown, the gap between rich and poor has grown. Democracy must
mean equal opportunity. The dignity of every individual in a larger collective
is what democracy is all about. Every person needs to be respected;
caste, ity, class and gender should not be obstacles
for an individual's progress. That is the government's role beyond the
peace talks. To do what it was supposed to be doing all along, but now
with added commitment and urgency to make up for lost time. Otherwise
just peace will be just a mirage.

OF THE STATE

Nothing to do in Tikapur

by CK LAL

TIKAPUR—Ifyou have nothing o do, you
can doallthat to your hearts content here
in the middle of nowhere. With no
mountains to gaze atand no monuments to
explore,thereare no pressures of anicipa-
tion in this town secamidsta forest. Towns
often evolvearound a entral function—
administration, trade, industry, oreven
entertainment. But this town is different.
‘Tikapur has been designed asa town with
the sole purpose of creatinga town. Leisure
is the centralfeature ofthi setelement that
wascreated to commemoratea royal visic.
In 1968, the area where the town
stands today was a dense forest with a few
sparsely populated Tharu hamlets in the
dlearings. King Mahendra was on a huntin
Suklaphanta when e hadaheararack.
Royal physiciansadvised against flying the

from Chisapaniin the cast. In the middle of
icall, Tikapur flickers i splendid isola-
tion—an urban dream ofa royal loyal
conceived asa statement of supreme
sycophancy.

Aslongas the town establishment had
hardwood saltrees lefi o fell and sll it
didn’tlack the revenue to finance s folis.
But now that the royal grants have run out,
decay scems to have setin. Gardeners of the
sprawling Bangla (Bungalow) Park have not
been paid for the ast three months, and
weeds have sarted taking over the floors of
the two holiday homes built for visiting
royalry.
Renowned engineer-architect Shankar
Nath Rimal prepared the physical plan of
thetown,anditshows. Thatched hussi

eant

Achhami sectlers from the hills (with their
other-worldly miniature cows) can provide
sufficient stimulation to even the most
jaded culture-vulture, Tikapur could
becomea tourism destination if alen, time
and money were to beiintelligendy invested
inits promotion.

Buti's to the lonely—and the lost—
chat Tikapur provides succour the most. It
isanew town—nobody belongs here. Ergo,
everyone s like everyone clse—alitdle lost,
and searching for somethingall he time.
Could the collective search be for peace?
Even astray visitor forms a bond with the
locals that seckers srike overa long time
alongthe trails of pilgrimage. In Tikapur, if
allyou want to do i count sars in the
azure sky on a balmy October evening,
people understand. They don’task you

Kking to Kathmandu, so patch of forest
was cleared on the western bank of the
Karnalitoland a plane, and a hunting lodge
of wood and thatch

waserected in

double-quick time.

AndKingMahendra

sarted to rule from

his makeshife

sanatorium herein

the western tarai. the

seedsof Tikapur

town were sown

when some ofhis

minions decided to

stay back even after

the king had lef for

his palace in faraway

Kathmandu. They

neededapatronwho 3

could help them colonise the new clearing,
and Khadga Bahadur Singh turned out o
bejust the man.

Ametealso-ran, Khadgarecognised the
chance toleap into the big time.
transformed himselfinto a politcal sponger
of an emotionally insecure ruler and begged
the king to grant him the land he had
stepped on to build a memorial parkand a
beautiful ciy. Those were the days of royal
whims and fancies, and the wish ofa
flunkey was gladly granted.

“Tikapuris a nowhere place on the map.
Ielies 14 km south of the East-West
Highwayand 15 km north of the border
with India. Flanked by the Karnali on the
castand several of s branches on the west,
the town has no rural hinterland. Supply
lines from India are better connccted with
Dhangadhiin the westand the feeder road
1o Achham in the mountains branches off

:
bungalows with double-car arages, but
thereare novehicles on the four-Jane roads,
savea few cycles. With no economic

opportunity to makea living, people who
weelured into building houses here find
that they can’tafford to set up home. Two
outof every three houses e cither locked
orlooked after by a keeper. If Tikapur has
tobe saved, it desperately needsa function,

Becomingan education centreis the
dream of Tikapur, buti’s more ofa mitage,
consideringits location. It can never bean
industral o trading town for the very same
reason. That leaves leisure, and Tikapur
suitstoa tee for doing nothing,

To besure, there s ample scope for
conventional ourism. Taking outa dugout
canoe o the Kamal, going on an excursion
into the cane forest nearby, si
tours to Ghora-Ghori
west, ora safari in the wildlife reserve of
Bardiya are cnough attractions to entice
adventurc enthusiasts. The lifestyle of
indigenous Tharus of the plains and migrant

why.In fact, some of them may even say

thatiti the most natural thing to do.

Shops down shutters by sx, streedights go
offby seven, and by cight
mostof the town i fast
asleep. The townis
officially dry, so only the
veryrich can afford to
drinkin the safety of their
houses. But there aren’t
many rich people here
anyway.

Away from the
ol of ommercil
media,the topic of
discussion with some of
thelocal youth was not
thewar of vengeance being
waged againsta country
thatisalready in ruins, We

did not talk about Nepali Maoistscither,
even though we did agree that the scourge
of the countryside appeared to be on the
wane. Instead, we chatted about the
possibility of putting upa ‘Water Kingdom’
typeof recreation centein Tikapurand
attracting domestic tourists. We pratdled
about turning the abandonedairportintoa
couple of sports stadiums and luring cricket
loversinto this emote corner by staging
India-Pakistan matches.

“Theidea of holding kite-flying competi-
tions on the windy shores of the Karnali was
explored withouta touch of rony. And
when we climbed down from the roof o go
osleep, the halfmoon mocked s witha
barely suppressed smil.

Tfyou haven’ been here, come before
the Tourism Board discovers it, and decide
1o stage one o their garish mahotsavsat
Bangla Park. 4
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“There is willingness at the top, and at the

grassroots... something in between doesn’t work”

It’s been two and a half years since
Norway opened its embassy in
Nepal. How have things gone?
Whatis special about Nepal-Norway
cooperationis thatit started with people-
to-people collaboration, between NGOsand
continued as private sector partership like
the Khimti hydropower plant. All chis
happened before aid came in. Itis aid
building on the peoples elationshipand
private investmentand not the other way
round, which is usually the case. The reason
forestablishing the embassy was to

he

Norwegian ambassador to Nepal, INGRID OFSTAD speaks to Nepali Times on the slow
pace of development, Norwegian investments in Nepal and on the peace talks.

©00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

strong move towards decentralsation,
which I think isthe key. But whatis
missingis the local ownership of schools,
the relationship becween the school and
thelocal community.

Do you see some positive signs?
Tseeposi gns. Becausconc of the

the BPC’s (Butwal Power Com-
pany) hold any lessons?

Ttisvery tragic it has taken such a long
time. Neither the Norwegian, nor English
investorsare so interested anymore. Tjust
hope they willfinalise it and not go fora
new round of bidding. Th hing to

esesccccce

onlyinh
issuefor other industries.

may bean

How has your experience with
Kbhimti been, especially with the
debate for changing power pur-
chase

be gained from that Tryouvant o

Jationship and to widen the

ith aid is that d
|

problem:

We came with the interest to collaborate in
the socialsector. Our support was chan-
nelled to education because it was where the
government tooka more active role.

How effective has the support been?
It's too early to judge, but things aren’t
movingas fast as we would like. You don’t
see substantial changes when it comes to

notgiving theright
backing, and are taking too much more
control themselves. For the government to
be responsible we have to be responsible as
well. The education project (Basic and
Primary Education Project) shows thatitis
possible for the government to take on that
responsibiltyift s given the chance, We
areall concerned about results, and if

results are not comingiis difficult to
) ;

primary educationin t y. Thereisa

program.

You are also getting involved in

supporting privatisation.

DAD (e i Department for
1L

I have to make the private
sector feel welcorne, ifthey don'tfed

Khirnei wasthe frs arge private invest-
mentin Nepal and it s abwaysdifficult to
be the firstone, both forth and

P going in the next 5-10

years:

Nepal will probably remain a priority
country. Thereisalor to be done when it
comes to poverty allevation, but there s
willingness a the top and certainly there s
willingness at the grassroots. Thereis
something in between that doesntwork.
Bur Nepal needsdevelopment money

hings that cannot

welcome th ©
another country. One can question the
political will when it takes such along
time. Norway is a small country and it
docs not put politicalpressure. But that
does not mean a company with Norwe-
gian link can be rejected twice, without
beinggiven afair chance.

Is linking Norwegian investment
with aid projects a strategy, or did
it just happen?

Itisextremely important that Nepal gets out
of donor dependency, Nepal annotkeepon

fortheg Tewas quite hard o
get the systems movingand to put the
things in place. It was also more costly
because it was the first project. Therenwas
anextrarisk toit, it was an investmentin a
fuirly remotearcaand icis possble to make
upcominginvestments cheaper.Icisvery
difficult to renegotiatea PPA (Power
Purchase Agreement). Because thisis the
first major project, cverybody islooking at
what happens, o see i you can trust the
government.

It there possibility of more Norwe-

pment) has been
supporting the privatisation project.

with rece fnds foravery long
time. Itisa part of Norwegian policy to
! iyto

Butit has not been very
fil. So we have come in as partner
forthe second phase. The

government, DAD and the

development money through commercil
investments speiallyin arge nfasruc-
tates. Forthesocialsctors s he

ofNorway vantitto
bedifferent than what s now.
“Thereare people who want
privatisation at the top govern-
mentlevel, but there there are
many that are against privatisa-
tion, and th

Are there security issues mainly
relating to the Maoist insurgency?
Tam not sure about what role conflict
playsin this. Itis  bir difficult to say
because thy of conflict in

strong, Privatisation itselfis nota
goal, theaim is to get industry running
moreeffciently. The government

subsidises the companies and there are
huge losses for the country. Privatisa-

tion s heavy politicalissue and

ithas to be resolved

politically and by the
involved partners. You

have to geta consen-
us from parliament.
oes the saga of

the world where we have private
investments. But it may be more
important for the poverty reduction
work in the country. The conflictis
not de-linked from private investment,
butitis also important to sce how
conducive government policy is
towards the private sector—how
bureaucratic and corrupt it in
handling investments. The security
situation s part of that, but our
investments are of along term nacureand

in hydro?

be done with private capital alone. Itis
difficulttosce from ouside whatis
actually the main problem, some of it may
bestructural. Some people benefit from
the siructures remaining in place.

It bas become fashionable to question
democracy and blame it for every-
thing that is not happening. Do you
also share this cynicism?

Ttis not very constructive to be cynical.
Democracy in Nepal s still very young,
very fragileand to build multiparty
democracy takes time. People thatare
involved have ot been involved too long,

gia
Tthink there . The same yhasa
license for Khimei-I1. But future projects
would depend onfiis possible to ell
power,cither locally or to India. No
company willinvestific cannot sll

What is delaying the Melamchi
water supply project?

The difficult part s no technical, the
issueis about how you manage tand the
price of water in Kathmandu Valley. Itis
not fai for Nepalisif he government puts
too much money into water supply for the
peopleof Kathmandu, The government
should not fll into a populist trap, but
ensure that people who are able to start
paying for water. Unfortunately the
projectis expensive, it should be done in
the cheapest way, which is why weare
putting grant money intoit. I hope the
pricing will be such that lso poor people
haveaccess to the water, the distribution
system should also be improved.

Where do you see Norway’s aid

not used to beiny andaccount-
able. Eleven years s very shorc time, and
the problems are deep rooted—the ethnic,
gender, caste issues, etc, it takes much
longer to change them. Itis more construc-
tive to be supporting the forces of change,
and showa willingness to change than to
be cynical. Whatis even more difficult for
Nepal i that you have very deep-rooted
wraditions, parts of the country are very
remote while some e very modern.

How do you assess the govern-
ment’s peace talks with the
Maoists?

Twouldlike to be very optimistic. Itis very
positve thatat least they say they like to
solve the issue in a non-violent way. Itwill
takea long time to get the conflict
resolved. They may notagree ona lot of
issues, butits possible to continue
disagreeing in a non-violent way. Itis quite
cowardly to take up violence.

ONE MAN’S TERRORIST....
| may not agree with all what
CK Lal has written (“The
eagle is wounded, #61) but
he does have a point. Terror
is terror and should be
denounced unconditionally,
whether it is from fanatics
like bin Laden's henchmen
or Israeli terror over Pales-
tine which is supported by
the United States. It's time
for America to revisit its
policy of Global Policeman.
George Bush has stated it
categorically: “You are with
us or you are with the
terrorists.” I'm afraid the
choice is not as stark as it
seems: how about state-
sponsored terrorism?
Rajeeb Mishra
Schaumburg, Illinois

CK Lal has lost his perspec-
tive on world terror.

speaks lofty things, but can't
get close to seeing and
feeling what has really
happened. If you could stop
the killing in Nepal you would
do it. Right now unfortu-

TWO CENTS

| totally agree with Artha Beed
(#59) that the Nepali rupee
should not be pegged to the
Indian Rupee, | believe there are
two (wrong) reasons the
government has not moved
away from it:

1. In the current bleak
economic and political situation
the Nepali Rupee will only
depreciate against the US dollar
as soon as they remove the

nately, you cannot. We can
stop the killing here by the
terrorists. Watch, it will stop.
The murderers will be caught
and killed. A less savage
death than the people they
killed. Then the needy people
of Afghanistan will be helped
and left to live in any way they
please. Our fight is not with
the common people of Af-
ghanistan, it is with a small

group of ignorant men. Come | two cel
to New York and see where
death has left its scar. Then
you will write differently.
Steve Simpson | LAND AHOY

New York

Re: “The government's great
land grab” by Kabindra
Pradhan (#61) In Nepal's
feudal past, the major basis
of revenue for the state was
land. The state promoted
forest clearance for agricul-
ture to generate more tax
income from the peasantry. v
The state also awarded land
grants which was a symbol of | G o o &%
power and status for the elite. _=
Some Nepalis depended on =
land for survival, and some
for status and power. Now,

LETTERS

pegging, and no government
wants to deal with this on top of
all the political chaos.

2. Alot of the Nepali
businesses are still controlled
by people who have strong ties
to India so they would like to
see this stable exchange rate
between the two countries.
They are powerful, and their
voices will be heard. Just my

of land.

Shourav Udas
by email
of Nepalis.

Deuba wants to make sure
that all 22 million Nepalis
should have their own piece

But times have changed.
Increasingly, the livelihood
system of even the rural
farmers is diversified. With off-
farm employment, it is no
longer subsistence. Unfortu-
nately, our rulers are limited in
their vision and are not able to
see beyond the narrow view of
agriculture being the saviour

Rajesh B Shrestha

PARSA

Vigilante justice in Parsa? It
does not surprise me. In fact, |
was wondering why it has
taken such a long time. Kudos

to those for standing up to
the Maoists (aka extortion-
ists, mobsters, robbers).

Nepalis who want nothing

honest living should revolt
against these scoundrels
and fight for our right to
property, freedom, and
justice.

WHO IS RAUT?

| would like to commend
Nepali Times and Jitendra
Raut for putting so many
Nepalis in danger with your
story on asylum-seekers
(Asylum, #63). Why do you
want to make it difficult for

Hanoi

in England anyway? What's

| his status? Did he buy certifi-

cates from a neigbouring

but a hard-day’s work and an

“Desh Bhakta"
by email

those poor people just trying to
survive? Hard-working Nepalis
may now be exposed, thanks
e | 10 your article. Give people a
chance. What is Mr Raut doing

T country or were his parents in
- a position to influence deci-
sions? Did he borrow money

to make his bank statements
look healthy or had he a letter
from a bank manager who was
his next-door neighbour.
Perhaps Mr Raut isn't Nepali
after all, and has something
against Nepalis. Whatever it is,
he probably had to bend the
truth to be able to stay in the
UK. We would really like to
know what Mr Raut's and your
paper's motives were in doing
such an inconsiderate and
foolish thing.

Muna Pandey

via email

Jitendra Raut is with the BBC
Nepali Service, London. —Ed.

AIRLINE FOOD
Kunda Dixit's airline food
column (“Chicken soup for
the soul’, #61) is right on
target. Forget the omelette,
go straight for the styrofoam.
Obviously he has never tried
it with green chilli sauce,
otherwise you wouldn't have
dissed it.
D Hillary
by email
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RAMYATA LIMBY |
The beart of the matter

The terrible fear of dying ofa
hearcattack doesn't accompany Dr
Krishna Jung Rana to bed anymore.

“Uniil five orsix years ago,
before I went to sleep, there was
always this fear Twould die, says
the retired public health expert.
“Beinga doctor, I knew it was
irrational. Bu I couldn’t help
myself” says Rana.

Such fears and anxieties are
commonamongpeople with heart
disease. The survivor of two bypass
heart surgeries in 1983 and 1984
and a recent angioplasty, Dr Rana
is president of the Heart Club.
Members—people with heare
trouble, laymen, doctors—meet
on the last Saturday of every
Nepali month at 9 am ac
Narayani Hotel to have a heart to
heart discussion about preven-
tion, cure, and care of heart
conditions.

A major goal of the club is to
raise awareness and sensitise
people about heart discase, which
experts say will still be the
leading cause of mortality and
disability by 2020. As heart
disease becomes one of the
leading causes of death in the
world, itis now on the priority
list of the WHO.

Yet there is the common
perception that heart discase is
nota South Asian phenomenon.
Completely untrue, says Dr RK

WIN BAIRACHARYA

Heatt to heart

Kasliwal, asenior consultant
cardiologist in India. In fact, the
doctor says,theres plenty of
rescarch to prove that South Asian
genes putonata higher risk for
heart discase—four times more than
American and 20 times more than
Japanese people. In addition, South
Asians generally cat richer food and

This Dasain, go easy on the grease, cigarettes and alcohol.

—
lead more sedentary livs, a least n
cities, both of which contribute to
the risk of heart discase.

Men above 35 and women
above 40 should warch their weight
and lfestyle, and health experts
advise “intelligent living” and
regular comprehensive check-ups.
“Ten percent of the population isat

riskany given time, and anyone
could fall under that en percent,
but the isks are higher for people
with bulging belles, cautions Dr
Kasliwal. “There arerisk fctors
specific o this population—the
presence of tiglycerides (which can
lead to a hardening of the arteris),
ineffective insulin and weight

concentrated in the belly,”explains
Dr DB Karki, cardiologist and vice
chairman of the Nepal Heart
Foundation.

Dr Rana has a bible for all this:
Reversal of Heart Disease without
Operationby American cardiologist
Dean Ornice. He swears thata
changein lfestyleas recommended

by Dr Ornice has allowed him 0
lead a happier and healehier life, He
doesn’thave tolve with the dread
of expectinga heartattack, The 69-
year-old has turned vegetarian,
quit drinking, taken to walking
briskly for 30-40 minutes
everyday, and stared going
through a low-fat, low-salt dict.
‘That's notall. He's starced
aking an interest in the world
and in himself. “I was a tacicurn
man,” explains Dr Rana. “I never
talked much, [ was just incerested
in work. Today I'm involved with
various clubs in my neighbour-
hood. And, on the other hand, I
meditate. I can’t explain enough
what a change there’s been in
mylife”

DrKarki, cardiologist and
vice chairman of the Nepal Heart
Foundation, says “Regulating
oneslifestyle helps patients avoid
prohibitive medical costs and
undergoing expensive operations.”

re no compre-
on heart discase in
Nepal, Dr Karki says the number
of patients visiting private clinics
and government hospitals is
increasing. Other statistics are
also telling: approximately 20
percent of the patients at Teach-
ing Hospital and 15 percent of
patients admitted to Bir Hospital
suffe from some kind of heart
disease.

Rough guide to beart dis-
ease and care

“There’s a surprising amount that
can go wrong with the heart,
Sometimes heart disease is
congenital—a child is born with a

defectin the heart, most com-
monly a ‘hole’in the heare,
‘There’s also a disorder that may
or may not be congenital, called
arthythmia. In this relacively
uncommon ailment, the heart has
an abnormal electrical thychm.
Patients have palpitations, fecl
like their heart has skipped a beat
and sometimes feel giddy.

Valvular heart discase, where
one or more of the four valves in
the heart gets narrow or starts
leaking, is often due to a bout of
theumatic fever, but could also be
aninfection of heart valves or due
toa degenerative condition seen
in the clderly, or due to syphilis.

But the most common form of
heart trouble is coronary heart
discase, when one or more
arteries supplying blood to the
heart s blocked. Partial blockage
results in an angina whilca
complete blockage results in a
hearc attack.

“Heart disease is not a rich
man’s discase anymore, buc

coronary heart discase may be
more prevalent in urban
populations leading asedentary
lifestyle,” says Dr Bhagawan
Koirala, executive director of
the Shahid
Gangalal National
Heart Centre. EY
DrKoirala, a
cardiac surgeon,
estimates that some 100,000
people in Nepal require some
kind of surgery on the heart. But
the sad—and accepted—medical
factis that only 50 percent of
them will even see a doctor. The
centre has one hundred beds and
plans to make arrangements for
200 more soon. After initial
setbacks, Nepal's only hearc
centre providing coronary care
and cardiac surgery was sct up by
the government in 1995 on the
initiative of a group of doctors
who sorely felt the need fora
hospitalthat would exclusively
treat people with heart trouble.
About 60-90 patients visit the

centre daily. The hospital, which
cost around Rs 210 million, was
built mostly with money col-
lected from health taxes.
‘Thereare plans to add
4\ faciliies likea catheteri-
o\ sation laboratory for
which patients pres-
ently have to go to
India. Catheterisation isa
relatively common procedure
similar to angiography, in which
catheters (hollow tubes) are
placed into the heart to evaluate
the anatomy and function of the
heart and surrounding blood
vessels. So much useful informa-
tion can be obtained from these
tests that they are performed in
vireually all patients being
considered for cardiac surgery or
angioplasty.

How long it will take the
hospital to becomea fully
functioning heart centre will
depend on the commitment and
quality of care, but Koirala s
optimistic that will happen in

time. “Once started, the
increment will not be important.
What's imporant s instilling
confidence, faich, and reassur-
ance among patients.” Since the
first open-heart surgery in Nepal
was carried out by Dr Koirala in
1997, facilities have been
available at Teaching Hospital
and Bir Hospital. But people are
warching to sce the success rates
of the operations. And until they
are convinced that these facilities
work well, Nepalis will prefer to
fly o India or treatmentand
operations.

“Butsurgery is not the
remedy,” stresses Dr Rana who,
upon reverting to his old liestyle
after his first bypass, soon had to
undergoanother operation. The
heart cub advocatesa changein
liestyle to prevent the disease that
isaleading cause of death
worldwide. Says Rana, cchoing
Dean Ornice’s words. “Ifyoulive
like an American, you'll dic like an
American.” ¢
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HERE AND THERE

QUETTA, PAKISTAN - Day one of the ‘war’. In the dead of night,
death rains from the sky. American military technology, some of it lent
o the British, pours down on one of the world’s poorest countries.
‘That such a land apparendly harboured terror,evil, violence aimed
outward is no surprise. It is a truism of human history that the worst-
off places often breed nastiness.

Yer there was a hope—futile, fleeting—that for once, America
would not be tempted to use ts high tech advantage, that ancient skills
of diplomacy and politics might achieve the aims of a bereaved and
righfully angry people. Afghan history i lttered with deals made and
deals broken, a canvas painted in blood, treachery and the forgorten
lives of the innocent. The deal-making and breaking might have taken
time, but it might also have worked. The Taliban toppled, at least
some of the men accused of the horrors of 11 September caught,
brought to book, deprived of safe havens where they can repear their
actions of alluring menace.

But no. The tempration to press buttons, to soar on silver wings
abovea blasted landscape, and blast it some more—this triumphed in
the early days of the war. Why not? Why shouldn’t high-tech, low
casualty options be pursued to the utmost? Countless “experts” are
trotted out to tell us those answers. I can’t help wonder about the
cheques from arms manufacturers protruding from back pockets, or at
least from the bulging coffers of the think tanks they represent. No
matter. These are side issues. Afghans are fleeing in fear out there,
taking to battered roads between minefields laid a generation ago,
heading for countries that don’t want them. Of course, that’s only the
able bodied, the men and young women who can trudge the distance.
Behind them, they leave the sickly, the starving, the widows—Afghani-
stan has more per capita than most—and those the Taliban recain as
human fodder for their defence strategy.

Were there no other choices? Did the magnificent and already
decimated land of Afghanistan really deserve a high altitude pounding?
Will it work? All that’s certain is that we’re heading into a time of
anxiety, fear and uncertainty.

Later the same day. 1 awake to a whiff of tear gas. No, more
than a whiff, my eyes are streaming in my hotel bedroom. Outside,
there’s shouting, gunfire and panic. My fellow foreign journalists,
trapped here in the luxurious Serena Hotel, wonder what's going on
and assume the worst, Rumours fly. The mad mullahs are coming to get

War diary

0n the ground zero. of world journallsm, too many of us are not up to the task
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us. There are fatwas calling for Americans—and all forcigners—to be
Killed on sight. These can’t be confirmed but the fear s understand-
able. So far, the anger and menace of the mob s being vented on
property. Cars are smashed, shops and cinemas burnt down. Paksitan’s
silent majority—who support neither the airstrikes nor Osama bin
Laden—take the brunt of the extremists’ wrath. OF course, this was to
be expected. A fanatical fringe, bred by the Paksitani clite, godfathered
by the same countries now leading the “coalition against terror” has
long plagued this country. But the authorities, s usual, are caught flat-
footed when anger becomes violence, and honest folk suffer. It s ever
thus, and not just in Pakistan.
Early Wednesday morning. The strikes continuc. Now the
“Gir superiority over Afgt " Aretired senior
general on CNN litcers his analysis with the word “we”. The presenter
agrees, he is onside, journalistic credibility jettisoned in what his
network, mysteriously, has now labelled a “strike against terror”. What
happened to the war? IFit’s good enough for Bush, Powelland
Rumsfeld, why not CNN? A pictue has been subtly painted this week.
Acountry that many of us know to be already in ruins, with a vicious
ite of tribal fanatics imposed by Pakistan, is being painted asa
terorist-supporting super-state with a medium technology air defence
system. This justificsthe expenditure of hundreds of millions of
axpayers dollars from across the West to bomb it into oblivion. I seen
anend. T sceameans.

From Kabul, news of civilian casualties. Four UN mine clearance
workers will no longer do their saintly work, making their country’s
roads, fields and play areas safe for citizens. They've been blasted to
bits by a Cruise missile. Friendly fire. Collateral damage. An unfortuate
consequence of war. The eggs that get broken to make the omeletre. I
can’c help but wonder whether we will ever know about the other
ordinary Afghans dying in these attacks. What international organisa-
tion will speak up for them?

‘Tony Blair is promising now, on whose behalf  wonder, that
Afghanistan will no longer be ignored when it’s not being bombed, that
it will be rebuile and aided into development and long term peace. I
hope, no I pray, that he keeps a promise broken so often in the past.

Americ

Better living through chemistry

Genetics plays a part in determining whether one will develop heart
disease, but there are some measures everyone can take to reduce the
risk of coronary heart disease. As risk factors for heart disease include
high blood pressure or hypertension, high cholesterol levels and blood
circulation problems, a good place to start is cutting down on grease,
cigarettes, salt, caffeine and, surprisingly, anything that exacerbates
diabetes.

South Asians like to believe that a vegetarian diet reduces the risk
of heart disease because unlike meat and eggs, the ingredients of a
veggie diet are cholesterol-free. But this is not strictly true, because
South Asian vegetarians often lay on the ghee, butter, cream and
coconut oil, all of which contain unsaturated fats. A degree of physical
labour may use up all that fat, but a sedentary lifestyle in the urban
areas simply does not.

Smoking is an absolute no-no if there is any reason you might be
atrisk for coronary heart disease. Nicotine increases the heart rate and
blood pressure, and damages the inner lining of the blood vessels—
and increases clotting of blood inside the arteries, which affects
circulation, which, of course, goes right back to the basic function of the
heart. Some studies suggest that every cigarette you smoke can shorten
your life by five and a half minutes.

Hypertension, commonly called high blood pressure also affects
the circulation of blood and the functioning of the heart. People with
high blood pressure know they must cut down on salt. But what most of
us do not know is that even if you aren't hypertensive, salt can precipi-
tate heart attack, by increasing the reactivity of platelets, the tiny blood
elements that help blood to clot.

Coffee is the other addictive substance to avoid. Like too much
salt, it increases the chances of hypertension. And it doesn't just make
you excitable—some compounds in coffee are also suspected to
increase cholesterol levels. So if you need a bit of a jolt, drink juice, or
even tea.

Now for the surprising part—be extra careful if you are diabetic.
Not too many of us know this, but heart disease is the leading cause of
death among diabetics. Even on a tightly-controlled diet, diabetics
have higher blood sugar levels than non-diabetics, and that extra
sugar contributes to clogged arteries that reduce the heart's blood

upply.

‘And sugar brings us to: alcohol. It's getting to be a dangerously
common little bit of information that a drink or two a day keeps heart
attacks at bay. Not strictly true. In younger men (under 40) and pre-
menopausal women, excessive alcohol use can cause high blood
pressure, irregular heart rhythms, and weakness of the heart muscle, in
addition to a host of other problems. If you are older, say, over 60, the
benefits of moderate alcohol consumption outweigh the ill-effects, and
you can have a peg or two a day without too much harm being done.

If this seems like excessive warning, given that the holiday season
is around the corner, remember that other cardinal rule of avoiding
heart disease: stay happy, take it easy, and talk to your friends. t

prepared to de ight your palate. Unwind in the

the delectable c;

e at your own leisurely pace. You

cooking style and pick up culinary skills from him.

of wine or beer for adults

Every Saturday & Sunday come to the Godavari Village Resort and savour a wonderfully juicy
green Vaijayanta Garden Restaurant or the Poolside and savour

could

LUNGH

v Barbeque Lunch

also watch Chef Prem Baniya showcase his outstanding

ft drink for children. Prior res s are led

Enjoy a complimentas
to avoid disappointment.

Rate:

Rs. 650 + tax per person.
50% discount for children below 4 ft.*
12:30 - 15:00 hrs.

*Swimming included in the package (during
season).

Amarabati, Toukhel, Godavari. Tel: 560675, 560775. Fax: 977-1-660777. E-mail

Business Advantage/GVRI0109

0davari'®)

Village Resort
Kathmandu @ Nepal

Website:

Winning to lose

Women activists are furious. The 11th Muluki Ain (Civil Code) Amend-
ment Bil, popularly called the Property Rights Bill, was approved by
the Lower House of Parliament on Tuesday amidst a boycott by the
CPN (UML). The main opposition argued that the Bill undermines the
equality guaranteed by the constitution. If the Bill becomes law in its
present form, it will allow women to inherit equal property once they are
16, but they will have to return it if they marry. Currently women can
inherit parental property—if they have reached 35 and are unmarried.
The government decision to go ahead with the Bill as it is signals a
reversal of an earlier decision of parliament's Law, Justice and Parlia-
mentary Affairs Committee to allow women to retain parental property
even after they get married. A study carried out by the Committee
around the country earlier this year indicated that more than 90
percent of the people surveyed demanded an amendment to the
present system of division of parental property.

Relief to farmers

The government this week announced a relief package for farmers in
the Eastern Development Region who were affected by a prolonged
drought during the monsoon in June/July and by heavy rains last week.
Around 74,000 ha of land across 16 districts of the region remained
uncultivated during the recent rainy season, when much of the area
went dry. Worse, the paddy crop was planted late and recently inun-
dated by torrential rains. The drought, which, according to government
statistics, has affected about 62,000 farmers, is expected to reduce
paddy production by about 230,000 metric tonnes. Relief measures
include free seeds for vegetables and a 50 percent subsidy on wheat,
lentil and oil seeds. The Rs 156 million relief package is to be footed
by the Agriculture and Co-operative Ministry with assistance from the
Water Resources Ministry and the Agriculture Development Bank.

Education Act

The Lower House approved the Seventh Amendmem (a lhe Educauan
Act last week. The new law is expected to bring about far-reaching
changes in school education. It will require teachers to acquire
licences, a move aimed at ensuring there is some sort of quality control
among those in the teaching profession—one that is said to be made
up largely of those that have failed in party politics and also in their
academics. Many teachers are also said to have fake academic
certificates. New entrants to the profession, both in public and private
schools, will need a teaching licence before joining the school system.
Govemnment teachers, estimated to number around 150,000, will be
issued temporary teaching licences within six months of the law being
enforced, but they will be required to obtain a permanent one within
five years. Failure to do so will lead to compulsory retirement, although
if the teachers in question are in permanent positions, they will receive
benefits through normal retirement procedures.

‘The law also seeks to give school authorities more power. It will
allow schools o expel
teachers for failing to ?

fulfil basic duties;
being involved in
politics; coming to
workiintoxicated and
taking unreported
leave for more than | i
15 days.

Another major
change will be that
pubic schools, that are henceforth to be called “community schools”,
will be allowed to levy fees at the middle and higher secondary levels.
In effect this means that only primary education will be free. Private
schools will now be called “institutional schools™ and be brought under
the tax net, registered either as trusts or as companies. Private schools
will lose all privileges—like tax concessions. These schools will also
have to comply with a ceiling on fees.

BALDING?
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HEMLATA RAI

ctober usually means
0 good business for Nepal's

garment industry. Not
this year. Domestic labour
disputes (sometimes with
Maoist undertones), clients
abroad losing confidence i the
sector's performance, and the
economic downturn in most
major markets are killing the
15-year-old industry.

Last year, the garment
industry, which provides some
50,000 jobs, was the highest
foreign exchange carner in the
manufacturing segment with
exports worth $164 million (up
from $126 million the previous
year). This year, the picture is
gloomy. The firstsix months
sawan 8 percent drop in
garment exports, and with

Labour pain

Dasain approaching, workers are
wortied about geting laid off.

Garmens, carpets and
tourism arc Nepal’s highest
foreign exchange carners and
generate the most jobs for semi-
skilled and unskilled workers.
Butall three sectors are also
prone to labour disputes.
Workers in these industrics are
mainly youth with generic skills
who probably sense the lack of
job security and advancement
possibilities as they can be casily
replaced. That makes them a
volatile workforce. The final
blow could come from their
trade unions tie up with the
Maoists. “These sectors are
cconomically strategic to
bringing the government toits
knees,” said Narayan Manandhar
of the Industrial Relations

Forum at the Federation of
Nepalese Chambets of Commerce
and Industry (FNCCI).

Ifthe Maoist stratcgy is to
bring the country to economic
ruin, it appears to be working
better than they could have
expected. For their part, the
carpetand garment industries are
shutting shop since they fecl that
fulfilling Maoist demands for cash
will destroy the pricc advantage
that cheap labour gives them in
the international market.
“Fearing more unrest and
disputes, many enterpriscs arc not
renewing orders from interna-
tional customers,” said Vinod
Kumar Nepal of the Central
Carpet Industries Association
(CCIA).

In June, the Maoist-affiliated
trade unions in the garment and

carpetindustries submitced a
charter of demands to the
government that included
doing away with the piece-rate
system of payment, in which
wages are paid according to
how much and how fast
workers work. The unions
wanted to fix a minimum wage
of Rs 3000, a dearness allow-
ance of Rs 1000 and a rent
allowance of Rs 1000. They
also demanded a reduction in
total weekly working hours to
40, and an increase in compen-
sation awards for accidents by
50 percent.

The management in many
factories signed the agreements,
butat the same time also
started shutting down to avoid
complying with them. In
September alone, 10 garment
manufacturers that employed
between 300 and 700 workers
pulled down their shutters.
“Weare told to contact them
in November, but there is no
guarantee that the factory will
re-open and there will be
work,” said Tulsi Ram Karki,
who was laid off from Cotton
Comfort Pvt Ltd, one of the
largest readymade garment

inK:

Carpets and garments until recently
meant jobs and foreign exchange. Now
the two industries are in big trouble.

Nepal, until two weeks ago less
than 15 percent of the garment
factories were operating, and
now more of them are heading
for closure. “Earlier, we
ourselves were hesicant in taking
new orders because of the
aggressive by the

From all indications,
Cotton Comfortand it six
sub-contractors,like others in
the business, have closed down
temporarily in the hope the
situation will improve as the
government-Maoist dialogue
advances to Round Three, But
other factors have now come
into play. According to Pushkar
Dev Panta, vice-president of
the Garment Associ

workers supported by the
Maoists. Now, our clients (the
Americans) are holding back on
orders fearing recession follow-
ing the 11 September bombing,”
he said.

“The outlook is even bleaker
for the carpet industry. Exports
werealready down t0 2.2
million square metres in 2000/
2001, compared to 2.5 million
square metres in 1999/2000,
The sector had been through s

were to the US, and even carpet
manufacturers were hoping to
expand into the American market
to get by. The Central Carpet
Industries Association (CCIA)
says that 24 export manufactur-
ersin the Valley had closed
down within 15 days last month
after the Maoist trade unions
pressed their demands. Almost
30,000 labourers, including
weavers, spinners and carding
workers, are left without jobs. If
the situation does not improve in
the next six months, about 100
more factories will shut down.
Teis not just individual
workers and investors who will
be affected if these two industries
grind to a halt. The majority of
thelabourers i offarc usully
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spate of troubles—it couldn’t
diversify production fast enough
to cement its market reach and
had also felt the effects of bad
publicity abou child abour and
the use o

in their families. A

1998 survey by the Centre for

Governance and Development

Studics says that 86 percent of

garment workers support six or
ily b ]

unfriendly chemicals. Afier child
worker-free labelling was
introduced, the market had
started to revive, but was then

hit hard by the Maoists de-

mands.

The FNCCI says thatall
wool product exports, including
pashmina, were down by 50
percent last year compared to
the year before. Given the
cconomic downturn globally,
business is unlikely to pick up,
which means more job cuts. In
1993/1994, when carpets were
“hot”, the sector employed
about 300,000 weavers. Now,
less than halfof that—about
120,000—have jobs weaving
carpes.

“If the employers had agreed
to the demands of the legally
recognised labour unions (which
themselves comply with the
Labour Act and Regulations)
they could have saved both their
business and our jobs,” said
Hari Dutea Joshi of the Inde-
pendent Textile and Garment
Workers' Union of Nepal.

But that may only be wishful
thinking now. Tougher times
areahead post-11 September.
About 80 percent of the
garment exports from Nepal

scale lay-offs will mean entirc
fumilies will have to ind new
means ofsupporting themsclvcs.

“The rouble s, these workers
hardly have other alrenatives.
Around 90 percent of garment
workers have only  School
Leaving Certificate or less. A
1998 survey by the CCIA found
that disphaced carpet workers
had gone back to agriculture or
opted for employment in India
or West Asia. But the agriculture
sector does not expand fast
cnough to sbsorb agrowing
worklorce and so young people
arebeing compeled to leave the
country——often to workin
unsavouty conditions.

Even the threat of warin the
Gulfhas ot slowed down the
flow of Nepali workers there.
Last month alone more than
8,500 workersobained permis-
sion to go the Gulf countrics.
They will continue to go o
India, South Kores, Japan, and
Southeast Asia ifthey canriot
fndemplomenct b And
given the present state of Nepali
industry, there seerns no way to
reverse the trend.

by PUSKAR BHUSAL

What Kathmandu can learn from Kabul

that Nepal seill hasa foreign

policyand that some people
actually care about . Moments
after Prime Minister Sher Bahadur
Deuba offered Nepal'sirspace and
facilities to the United States in the
global war on terrorism, words like
non-alignment, panchashiland
peaceul co-existence made their
way backto the political lexicon.

For most of the past 12 years,

Nepalilcaders have ensured that
ourinternational posture remained

ancxtenson ofthecounty's

I tis reassuring to be reminded

Phewa Tal, tf from the

Block. IfNepal's domesticand
foreign policies have often looked
like identical twins, it is because
of the special relations carefully
forged in 1950 and reinforced
four decades later.

But things may be about to
change. The leftis incensed by the
audacity of our right honourable
prime minister to abandon Nepal’s
traditional foreign policy tenets
perfected during the mostvilfied
three decades of the country’s
modern history. Even if Deubawas
5o determined to commit this

acquisicion and prcservauonof
political poweratall costs. From
the seeds of th restoration of
maultiparty democracy sown at the
Chaksibari conclave to the Siliguri
conference on the course of the
Mhaoist nsurgency, tv:rvdomcsuc
poliical

sactilege, how dare he not have
consulted the oppositions Forcign

policyis not something like,say,

paying offyour marriage debrs. The
governmentasserss thatit s clearly
focused on the global challenges of
the future. Ina wired world,threars
and challenges vill ome i iy
different Mostof

imprimatur of the region b
moth. The popularity of phrases
like “Al roads lead to Delhi”in the
political discourse surms up the
ugency vt which e hold the

1d epal’s

the time they won't even have
artrbues, The war against
shadowy terror groups cannot,
thercfore, be premised on tradi-
tional notions of e sovereignty of
ven in traditional

intenal balanccofpo\vcr Tobe

sure, criticism of (hc south has
bl 1

terms, when the United States,
Russia, China, Indiaand Cubaare

onth ide, who do our

proved awi
forall politicalparties. Patriotism is
measured in the powerof the
adjectives used aginst the dormi-
neeringattitudes of babusand
bibijs. Once in power, howerer,
the survival o every party or
coalition has been inextricably
linked with the strengh of the
sancrification granted by South

comrades want us to remain non-
aligned between? Al Qaedaand the
“civilised world”?)

Thereis growing concern that
Deuba’s hasty hospitalty may have
unvitingly pushed Nepal o the
brink of

lefe goes,they would have asked for
it. What the comrades miss s the
fact that the rules of the cold war
do notapply here. President

Scorge W Bush has been prepar-
ing Americans—and the rest of
the world—for a long struggle
against errorism, one that will
include diplomatic and cconomic
measures as well as military
operations, and probably take
years. Some bartles will be won in
the full public glare, other
successes will remain scret uncil
they pass the CIA's declasification
deadline. Wit the sealeh of che
batdle plans laid outso clearly, you
wouldn'texpect Deuba to tell the
opposition what the Americans
did or didn’task for.

The lefe concinues to spew
vitriol that the United States
broughallthis upon itsclfby
creating the World's bin Ladens
to make sure the Sovicts bled to
death in Afghanistan. But doesn’t
chis provide all the more reason
for the Americans to clean up the
mess they created? The CIA tried
to do that by buying back some of
he Stinger missiles it had

This monumental reconfiguration of international
architecture will affect Nepal.

secee

hasallowed countriesto readjust
their foreign and domestic policies
i very convenient, ifoften brazen,
ways. The Russi

secee

reconfiguration of the interna-
tional
archiecure. Exn four nell-
h
re

Chechnya. The Turks have theirs
on the Kurds. Sections of our
mainstream partiesaltcady have
drawnup the outingsof counter-
the Maoists. How

B theworld, dhat sl would'c
deprive us of our rightful role in
the incernacional arena. Granted,
we may not be able to teach other

donated to the mujahideen during
the Reagan administration, but it
didn’twork. Since the scourge has
spread across the world in the years
since the collapse of the Soviet
empire,isn'titvital forall govern-
ments to join hands? As the
buti deb,

Afghanistan. Ifthe Americans

wanted ourairspace, lnd or even

continues, the construction ofa
broad coaliton against trrorism

swiftly thestrategic equations in
South Asia have changed can be
discemed by the way Indiaand

& how to run cffective
operations to penetrate terrorist
cells. But we sure can learn a
lsonos o orourgood.

Piisan findd the
internati ldlngual lndlocked and

terrorism while still accusing each  maybea

other of fomentingit. good place to begin with. With

Nepal cannot expect to remain
untouched by this monumental

Mohammed Zahir Shah, out of
the throne, and the country, for

seee

more than three decades, playing
aprominent role in Afghan
national reconciliation, we
should know how to straighten
outour national priorities. For a
country that has more janjatis
than jillas, Nepal could find in
an Afghan-style loya jirga a useful
way of evolving the national
consensus we have been resolving
toreach all these years, And the
best partis that our tribal elders
can continue squabbling over the
direction our foreign policy
should or shouldn’t take without
being restrained by the parcy
whip. ¢
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Tourist count

September was another bad mnmh lnr muns : all arrivals were down by almost 29 percent, and that of
Indian visitors by a whopping 44 percent. What is more worrying is that the Nepal Tourism Board's numbers
compare the changes with the year before (2000), when tourism numbers had dropped by about nine
percent. Nepal's tourism averaged at around 350,000 until the Visit Nepal Year (1998), when the numbers
had reached 463,684. The growth spilled over into 1999—there was a six percent increase in overall
arrivals. But the industry took a downturn since the hijacking of the IC814 flight in December 1999, and
recovery has been very slow.

There was some hope in the first three months of 2001, when overall arrivals grew by about 15
percent. April arrivals were lower than last year, but there were some signs of recovery in May. The
numbers nose-dived after the 1 June massacre. This season, there has been a similar story—it looked
good and then came the terrorist attacks in New York and Washington. The resulting cancellations in travel
plans worldwide, and South and East Asia in particular, has reduced the number of tourists to Nepal to a
trickle. With the overall arrivals (from January to September) already down by about 10 percent, and Indian
arrivals are down by 26 percent, a total recovery looks almost impossible. It may only be a matter of time
before the travel industry begins to downsize.

Indrawati hydro to go public

The promoters of the Indrawati hydro-project are planning to issue Rs 140 million worth of shares to the
general public. Preliminary work for the issue is underway and company sources say a formal announce-
mentis imminent. The 7.5 MW project is expected to begin power production later this year. The project,
estimated to cost $19 million upon completion, has power selling agreements with the Nepal Electricity
Authority (NEA). It will sell electricity at Rs 3 per unit during the monsoon and Rs 4.26 in the dry season
The NEA will pay for 70 percent of the power purchase amount in convertible currency for 10 years and in
Nepali Rupees thereafter. The company has a 25-year power selling agreement with the NEA.

Temple Tiger

Temple Tiger Jungle Lodge has been awarded (he Tounsm Ior Tomovvow Award 2001 awavd by vash
Airways in recognition of its contribution to protecting wildlife and conservation areas. The prize is given to
activities and projects that promote sustainable tourism. Temple Tiger was one of 141 applicants for the
award from 59 countries. Temple Tiger is one of seven companies that run camps within the Royal Chitwan
National Park, and was awarded for its support of anti-poaching activities, treatment of wastewater and
other sustainable tourism activiies.

Beauty & compassion

Johnson & Johnson says it doesn't just sell beauty and pevsunal care pmduc(s bul a\so has a hlg hean
Under a unique sales drive underway since January this year, Johnson & Johnson Nepal gives Rs 2 from
the sale of every pH 5.5 beauty care product—facial wash and shampoos—to support the upkeep of
orphans at Bal Mandir. The company handed over the second instalment of Rs 85,000 last week.

Hyundai has a special deal for Dasain shoppers—a gold ‘. -“‘
coin with every Santro you buy. Avco International says the 5

new Santros come with a face-lift and more bells and

whistles: brake lamps, clear lens fog lamp, body coloured —

door handles, new tail gate and Euro Il specifications. .

ECONOMIC SENSE

On the tourist trail

byARTHA BEED

Perhaps we need to hand tourism over to people who
know what they are doing.

has eceived a number of requests
towriteaboutthe urure of Nepali
o Mosdhana o pplcink

I nthe last couple of weeks this Beed

l‘n()th has b dbyall,

hyand

Becd,aboutthe
government’sfilurc onall fronts,
wheherhanding ousmat he

.M..U“.m el
didowebveyearsago, dinghe
Indian trade embargo. The problem
with Neplitourism i his we e

policy levcl orthe i
RNAC. Nowitis time o say
something no onelikes o hear—the
privatesector nceds o g itsact

they havever stake. Inthe
cascof raveland rrekking agencics
00, the volume of business they
handleis many fold the investments
made and financing s undertaken
by pledging vehicles, office
cquipmentor receivables.

hada
eovemmentthrcold formule
ary polices,ora prvate sector

together. The lrger
‘ourism have benin cither operating
airlines or hotels. De

The tourism d willaffect

financial institutions the most, as they

7 8
thatunderstood how the industry have been worl Jease-and assets, And then therearethe ndi

ideally works. Like water esources, we opentestategsofsomechinggoes ks which meanthac down che
keep talkingabout ialof rallyfed  linehotel supplies,reking and
courm,bucdon'tdoneayenough e impact tour guides, and handicraft

tothink oflong term srategies.
Theindusty is fcinga criss—

Id be shut, banks could

sharcholders funds and compare:
thos fgures i the valucof s

be foreclosed, and hundreds of
people could be hid offin hotels or
travel agencics,

‘The grand oldyears of tourism—
1992-1994 were xtencyprofiable

1 is opcmmg, it

industries will also suffr,
Sowhatdowedointhelong

sem? Poplevhocomero Nepal

pend i than they do in-

bears most of (hs losses. The same

countyand pehaps weare noc

goes for horels wh

more ofien borrowings racherthan

promoters funds. With public ssues
i h

Afterall, people who come tosee
Excrstand ik the Annapurmavil
)

foroperatorsin h yb
oflimited supply and hish demand.

heirinitial

mll come. Tt

Nepal had thecapacity o takein about
halfa-millon touriss and reccived
350,000. Around thistime the first
wave ofreforms wason and the
countryand the cconomyvicre
suitably euphoric. All came togetherin
the form of high carnings pr tourist.
And hen, in 1995, thesslide began
with capacity enhancement. Nowwe
arcina position toservice ncarly 1.5
million tourists, while demand is ust
onethird of that, Naturally,prices
rumbleand with them, profitabilcy.
Returns on investment in the industry
have lipped toabouronc percent.
Onepercent—itdocs not requirea
financial whiz o know that something

g

they get quality
serviceata price. The supply n the
tourism industry should be regulated.
“The Becd even believes hatno new
entrantsshould beallowed nto the
industry until some semblance of
orderis restored. Since no one here
scems to understand the industry,
letus leave it to professional
companies. Ifwe llow international
travelagenciesand consultants to
operate, they willfind a ay out.
We have paida price for protection-
ism, we need toveiden our horizon if
toursmis to remain an option for
this country. 4

Readers can post their views at

isvery wrong,

arthabeed@yahoo.com

Intemet Poll #4

com

Should the government lift resttictions on Nepali women going to the Gulf to ot

There should be strict scrutinisation on
the nature of work they are going for,
unlike their male counterparts. We do not
want our chelis to be abused, killed or
tortured. We can take the example of the
Philippine government, which is very
protective about its citizens working
abroad. Women working should not be
discouraged, but the nature of the job and
their safety should be the major concern.
Dr Krishna Kaphle

| feel sad and somewhat guilty when |
hear about sufferings of our brothers and
sisters in the Gulf. They don't respect
women there, that's obvious. Itis also our
irresponsibility especially government.
Why can't the government punish
manpower agencies that exploit Nepalis?
Tilak Raj Limbu

Parallel to lifting the restrictions, the
government and the private sector should
create more employment opportunities for
both women and men right here in Nepal.
Women and men should be able to go
anywhere as per their free will, restricting
someone’s freedom to do so is not the job
of the government, neither is it an answer
to the underlying problems of this country.
Besides, do we really trust the govern-
ment to protect women's interests in this
country while scores of women are being
sold to the brothels in India right under the
watchful eyes of our government?
Manish Pandey

If we want to treat women as equals, let
us. Of course, there must have been a
few experiences were women working

abroad have been sexually abused or
exploited but this must be made clear to
whoever is wanting to go to work there.
Itis up to the women, but government and
private sector should also be involved to
make the whole environment safer.
Mandip Rai

Nepali women going to the Gulf countries
to work and to earn money is not a good
idea. Especially those who go ona
housemaid visa. The intention of bringing
women to their country is mainly for sex.
It does not matter whether they are
married or not. Itis hard even for men,
working hard under the scorching sun
and ruining their health. Working in the
Gulfis not a good idea.

Limbu, Taplejung

Government should not lft the restriction
on Nepali women going to the Gulf. Do
you know Nepali boys are also dying
there? But yet lots of Nepalis are still
going there to work. Most don’t know
what they have to do, and what is the
working environment.

P Rijal

No. Sending our women to work in the
quifis like sending them to brothels. If the
government is responsible for the national
identity and self-respect, this ban should
not be lifted, but more restricted. Find
jobs for Nepali women in Nepal.
“Swabhimani Nepali"

Women must be free to go, but no trouble
or expense should be spared to prepare
them for what they will face there, and

frankly in most cases it will be miser-

able. Let them know beyond any doubt,

that it is not just hard work they face,
but quite likely some sort of sexual
assault as well.

Capt Lama

It doesn't matter whether or not the
government lifts the restriction.
Government and the public, both are
going their own way. Restriction for
what purpose ? Our women are well
enough. A weak woman cannot think
about crossing the border. Not even
women, a weak man also fears going
aboard. Let the river flow. Everyone
can take care of themselves.

Elvina, Tokyo

I have worked in the Gulf for past six
years. | know the condition of Gulf
countries very well. There is a lot of
forced sex with the owners, other-
wise they are punished or threatened.
Please don't let your country’s women
go to the Gulf. | have seen a lot of
Nepali women suffering. Send them to
European countries instead, conditions
are much better here.

Wang Lee, Sweden

Why can't the woman who is going to
a Gulf country decide what is right or
wrong for herself? Everyone has
equal right and freedom to do anything
helshe wishes.

Pradyumna Khadka

Itis quite clear that one cannot make
21 century women kitchen-bound.

Being a citizen of the poor country, one
has to do something to raise one’s
standard of living. Women are both
socially and legally targeted in our
country. We have to focus on educating
women heading towards foreign
countries for employment rather than
fear

By letting our female folks with little
education and poor professional qualifi-
cation abroad is to encourage them to
work in an immoral profession. Never
mind money, but dignity and prestige
come first no matter how poor one is.
Once Nepali women are better educated
and trained, it would be

Restriction makes no sense, rather it
increases possibility of exploitation of
women. Lift the restriction, educate
them with necessary skills in their field
of work, and be clear and cautious to
the legal rights of the land where they
work.

Jhak Gurung

The choice of whether women want to
work in the Gulf or not is theirs, and |
don'tthink that the government nor
anyone else has the right to make that
decision for them. The one positive thing
that they can do is to provide informa-
tion and education on the different
sectors of work in the Gulf and protect
them against any acts of inhumanity by
establishing strong diplomatic provisions
with those Gulf countries. It doesn't
make sense to keep the women at home
just because there is potential danger
outside. On the contrary, they need to
be empowered so that they are able to
comprehend the dangers and protect
themselves.

“Equality”

Girls are going to India for prostitution
and why not to the Gulf? After all they
will be sold there as well

Prakash Limbu

OK to work abroad.
JNR, Brunei

Nepali women should be allowed to go to
any country for their livelihood. It will help
to reduce poverty and they will know
about the wider world.

Mala Sharan

How can you even put such a stupid and
irresponsible topic for poll on the web? |
think you should discuss this thing in your
own family and not on the website.
Shame, big shame.

Saurav Ojha

No, and never. Because women are more
vulnerable to exploitation and sexual and

other forms of harassment, the ban must

not be lifted.

kP

Not a good idea for women to work in
any narrow-minded Arab country. Yes,
they should be given visas on account of
a respectable job offer, but not for
household chores or any other menial
jobs. Women want to go abroad to eamn
money for their families, but are ignorant
of the dangers. They are probably safer
intheir home country.

Prakriti
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thatshould not beat the expense of the
] [ ] private investors,”a private operator
told us. “The one way that can work s
tosubsidise the fares but pay the
difference beoween our operational
costand revenue or give us  freer
hand at pricing in sectors where
people can pay.
Old habits die hard in the
from tourists” howbad thingscould e esvaitand | buscaucucy,which cansieonial
e over ism situation seefornow,” sai il d rssuchas
looksbleak. Pre-WTCattacksarivals Flyingin Ncpal hardlya helsueof e reion. Doidcans
in Septembe were down by 29 luxury; only 58 of the country’s 75| arealso lessinterested to push sucha
percent; the Indi li b | i d decision, unlik leasinga
down even further—byalmost 44 many of them are motorableonlyin | jet for Royal Nepal.
percent. Large ouroperarorsand thedysesons. s more of daly “They el theyareavarcofhe
hor:ls had rhelrﬁm ruund of nd -ason the don’t
i the | decide” says Pun, who hasalrcady
Yorkand Washingon. Nuwwwh e | Bresand why thereare md. cheap | injected sbout over Rs 70 million into
outbreak of war, morch Necon. “But thereisa limit to how far
becomingtheir way, “We don'tknow “Itsall rightto havelow faresbut | aninvestorcango.”
fromp.1 > since 1993 whil ything | und derwy
from sparc d fuel, and doil d burwhen

“Therearejust oo many reasons

prkingand anding feshave
ltimes. Theinsurance

industry. Frst pply ofscats,

have also doubled since th

especiallytothe main hubs.and the
ouristroutes, which has triggered
stcep undercurtingin the lready low
fares, Necon's atestrates, sent o
travel agents ewoweeksago, oficra
mountain fightinan ATR plane for
aslowas $1400. Ina full-occupancy
scenario this ranslates inoaride to
Mount Everestand back foras itdeas
$32,almose 60 prcentblow the

Jastfare revision—not o mention the
now coverageaitlines have toseck to

survivalisat sakeand cash flows are:
low many don’t havea choice,”says
Upendra Karki of Cosmic Air.
“Essentialy privateairlines make
moncy by flying tourists now there

protect themselves from possible arenot many of them to fy.
terroristattacks. Theincresinglosesand therush
Some ofth ] tokecpcash b Idbea
asjiscusbelivablylovandopeaors | eipelosornil dsrhe
say they don'tcovert momentcost cutti
100 percentoccupancy. Ore mmpk’ securityand safety spending, The
Biramagar o ‘government does not the

“Tumlingar, which costs Rs 400 fora

Ttisa

impending crisis. The spokesman at
the Tourism Ministry did not know if

diferent mater hat
notactuallygetickets hat cheap

alls
pecillyto ;
sounrealistic, most|

avertth “There has b

o
decision on revising the fares yecand [

stay away fom them, forcingthe
diference govenmentrun Royal Nepal to an'ttellyouifthe Ministryis
“The problem with ll I ddigdeeperinto | workingon t”he said.
thr |hcyam.\lrmdvsodmp indebt | itslosses “Wewilloperaceaslongashe
icisalmost Governmentfxcs i | direce ” sid Birendra

ible o close shop and walk Basne of Buddha Air. Headded that

out. Iflow tourismisone remonfor | rateswichina 30 percntangeabove | hismallrsircafehavegivn him

thedownturm the other—hrger— and below th d rates. Now, I flexibilty

problemis government, and the
S

even that does not seem to matter
b iesared.

aviation, By law, the government fixes
thefares, which have not been revised

sllforanythingas longas it ensuresa
diach flow “Th i

increascs in running cost threaten to
be back-breaking, “IFtourism
collapses then we'llbethe next o go
h h i
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ALOK TUMBAHANGPHEY
hen Nepalsfirs universicy
was established in 1959 it
heralded anew chapterin

Nepal's history. Wihin years

Tribhuvan University was plagued

by theillslegion in government-

controlledinstitutions. By now, TUis
notatoual failure, buitisa measure
ofstudents'discontent thatin ive:
short years another insticution has
carned more respect from academ-
ics,students and parents than TU
wasable to gamer n its four
decades of existence.

Tewas in 1985 when Dr Suresh

Raj Sharma helped found the

Kathmandu Valley Campusin

College comes to Dhu

Pulchowk. Asit turned out it was
just the first rung of the ladder he
intended to limb. “The education
scenario was terrible,” says Dr
Sharma. “There were onlya few

unlikeother collegesin the Valey, i
wasvery sdectiveand wanted only the

best. Dr Sharma saysthat the aim was

in Science coursein July 1992,
when the School of Science was
opencd in Tangal Aferhar,

facultie

se0cce0cc0000000000000000000000000

provides a perfect example of a
symbiotic partnership betweenan
outside insitution and a local
community.

educational

democracy daysand the municipal-
ityafier 1991 always prioritiscd
education, We were enthusiastic
butlacked the resources, We
desperately wanted to do something
aboutit,”says Bel Prasad Shrestha,
mayorof Dhulhel. Shrsta,an

dent candidate, i serving

Fiveyeus e inNovenber 1991, | easily. In 1993, the School of About 30 km southwest of
good colleges that provided quality | Kathmandu Universty wasct i hmandu on the outskirts of the
education. Whatever few resources | byan Actof Pariament. A 28- 1B, alley lies q
blishmentshadat | member Univers i prugmmmc'ﬁ\cﬁ)|10wingymr,r}1c Dhulikhel lity. Dhulikhel
their disposal were not being used | tolay down the polciestharwould | academic coundildecided to is not justanother municipaliy.
properly. Wefeltwehadtodo | govem KU, with thethen Prime introduce three-year degree Whatsetsitapart s the commit-
Minister Girfa Prasad Koiralaas programmesfor BAand BScpassand | mentits citizens have shown in

something about it or the
generations to come would blame
us for not providing them with
quality education.”

“The Kathmandu Valley Campus
wasinicilly affiliated to the
“Tribhuvan University and offered
Intermediatein Sience course, bue

Chancellorand Dr Suresh Raj
Sharmaas Vice-Chancellor. “What
wehad in mind was academic
auonomy, burin  complcly

four-year programmesfor BAand BSc
honours,the BE, and the BPharm.
Thatsume year the School of

aking theirarea forward in the ield
of education. Until 1990 there was
only one high shoolin the

his third term as mayor of the
municipality and s also on the
KU Senate.

Atthesame time, KU's
founders were looking forland ina
place that would st their goals

blished at the

y that would not be
forprofit,” says Dr Sharma.
KU began its own Incermediate

university's
Dhulikhel And thisiswherethe
story gets eally interesting fori

lity and ah ion of
the students were filing the School
Leaving Certificate exams. “The
Nagar Panchayatin the pre-

d ambitions. They looked around

and found a perfect match in

happy atthe prospectofhavingan

institution of higher education, that
they did more than juse give KU
theirapproval. “We madea
commitment to the university that
wewould notonly provide the land
it needed, butalso build the basic
infiastructure—roads, water supply,
and electricity,” says Mayor
Shrestha, The universityfeceived
over 3.5 ha of land and 50 percent
of the municipality’sannual budget,
alittle over Rs 3 million,

T eturn KU reserves a certain
number of seats for students from
thearea. But the university'sreal
impact has been much mote than
just that. Studentsfrom Dhulikhel
gotinto the KU but the course was
sodifficult,itwas impossible for
them to dowell. Realising the
problem wasn't with the students
butwith the ed

management, engincering, arts
(which even offers a BA in music),
education, and medical sience. Its
affilacesoffer bachelor’sdegrees in
social work, medicine, management,
environmentand development
studies. KU's MBA and BBA
programsare reputed to be the best
in the country and 12 colleges in
Pokhara, Bharatpur, Nepalganjand
Kathmandu have been granted
affiliation. Tribhuvan University
had been mandated to modernise
the nation, but 80 percent of the
students it trained were in the
humanitis and the technical
manpower all had to be trained
outside the country for more than
two decades. KU scems to be taking,
on this role now, with ts diverse
courseofferings.

tem, the hil Jing faculties, KU
Dhulikhel municipalityand KU isalso committed to maintaining ts
came up witha four-year projectto | high standardsand making students

improve the qualit of education in
all theschools in Dhulikhel.

Afierinitally deciding to work
on training teachersat the higher
secondary fevel, the university
realised that the roots of the
problem went much deeper. So they
decided to train all eachers, from
the primary level up. One of the
mostinteresting results of the
programme has been the debateit
has sparked offin what “quality
schooling” means—in the pardicular
contextof Dhulikhel schools where
resources even as basic a toilets are
sometimes non-existent,

Asfor the KU, it too is moving
onand today has schools of science,

aare of the value and aims of a
good education. Today, KU
graduatesareall over the Valley,
working as nurses and teachers, and
in market research organisations,
consulting irms and in IT. Many
even starctheir own firms.

Auul Shrestha joined the MBA
programmein 1998 and was
surprised by theamount of work he
had to putin and by how much the
teaching-learning process excited
him “ wasall o interactive and
practical that later when [ sared
working I feltconfidentand ready
totakeon theworld,” he says.
Shrestha recendy founded a
consulting firm which offers
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compuerscience studentar KU,

and sraff quarcers. Resources for
sudentsareimprovingcvery year—
over 300 of theuniversiy's L850

scholarship. There
isnotmuch the eachers can

success o [hc absence ofpo cical
unions, which he beleves, allows
students there to focus on learning,

equipped in terms of infrastructure,
grounds, hostels for boysand girls,

Jain about. Theya
ample opporunities to goabroad,
and come back betcer prepared in
their subjects.

Allhis costs money and
certainly KU s much more
expensive than Tribhuvan Univer-
sity, butofficals say icis all
accounted forand put back ntothe

likhel—and the country

school. “Every paisa students pay
goes exclusively into their
education, and the government
funds go for physicaldevelopment.
Wehave to keep a certain standard
50 that the market can judge us,”
says the vice-chancellor.

‘Theother major advantageisin
numbers. Unlike TU, which has
over 190,000 students, KU says ic
will never enrol more than 2,500 at
atime, to maintain the high 1:10
teacher-student ratio.

‘Whatis most encouragingis

thatalmostall the KU alumni we
spoke to scemed determined not to
leave the country. Having gota
good university cducation here,
they say, makes them more
optimisticabout the futurof the
country. So they stay hereand
wtilse heir skills. Whether they are
computer engineers or environmen-
tal engincers, managers or musi-
cians, KU's students form a small
but growing workforce of
homegrown talent that Nepal
urgendy needs.
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Inrecentyears, thenstitute has
received R 40 mill llyfrom

hat docs the term “the
West” mean? First, it
isa geographically

delimited territory that can be
described as the Euro-Adanic
or Euro-American region.
However, itis of cqual, if not
greater, importance to define
the Westin terms of is values
and culture. The West has had,

by VACLAV HAVEL

Redefining the West

It is time for “East” and “West” to become morally neutral terms again.

and cconomic history emanating
from a common set of spiricual
sources. For many centuries the
character of its civilisation and
its inner ethos equipped it to
exertamajor influence on other

current shape of our global
order.

To be sure, itis now
recognised that the West
exported o the rest of the
world many wonderful accom-
plishments butlso lss

in the forcible liquidation of
other culures, suppression of
other religions, and fetishism of
incessant cconomic expansion
regardless of ts qualitacive
effects. However, the key factor
in the present circumstances—
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“The high position of this campus
in AIT's survey means | have greater
responsibilty to maintain the quality
ofcductionhere” sidproud Dr

graduates in the country, with tlenc
scouts from the USA, India, Thailand,
and Malaysia queuing up t hireits

subsidised fec of Rs 985 per term. As
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qualityeducation. routed tosuch work through the [OE.
“The IOE requi h k gettokeep 65 percentof the Fee and the
fewer dlasses per weck than the restgoes to the campus' kit
IT at the Institute

IOE watchers say there is no telling how good the school could
become if it had more resources. They point to the success of the
campus’ computing and networking centre as a clever way of making
use of limited resources. The campus has 70 lahoratories and
workshops, all networked through the campus's Computer Centre. The
centre, which is open every day 8am-8pm, did not go through an
Internet Service Provider, but instead invested in its own V-SAT (Very
‘Small Aperture Terminal) to provide broadband Internet access to
students, faculty and administrative staff and charging them a
minimal fee of Rs 250 per month.

Everyone at the Institute benefits from this, but one programme in
particular is really only possible because of the computing faciliies
available here—the Department of Electronics and Computer
Engineering began offering a four-year undergraduate programme in
computer engineering in 1998. There’s plenty of demand for some-
thing like this—close to 90 percent of all applicants say computer
science is their first academic preference. Most are disappointed, as
there are only 48 places in the programme every year, half of them
reserved for government scholarships. But even the lucky full fee-
paying students who get in get a relatively good deal. Standard fees
for the degree are Rs 122,000 in the year of admission and a twice-
yearly semester fee of Rs 36,000. About 60 percent of the students
enrolled for the computer science degree are from outside the Valley,
which is encouraging, although less than 10 percent are women.

The department has a 25-strong faculty, which makes the student-
teacher ration extremely favourable. Among the teachers are two
PhDs and 13 Masters of Computer Science.

It is not a huge start, but it is important that the country's pre-
eminent engineering school now trains students in the technology of
the future. “There are job opportunities for graduates now, but since so
many institutes are producing computer science graduates, accommo-
dating all of them in the not-so-developed IT industry is difficult,” says
Dr Subarna Shakya, deputy head of the Department of Electronics
and Computer Engineering. A computer graduate starting out with the
government starts at about Rs 9,000, but can also work part-ime in the
private sector

The first batch of computer engineering graduates from Pulchowk
Campus will enter the job market this year. From December this year
the department will also offer a two-year Masters of Science in
Information and Communication Engineering, for 16 students per
year. Graduates in electronic, computer or electrical engineering will
be eligible to apply for the course.

regions and eventually to
cgionsand e

in essence, a shared political prop

Intolerant

MADELEINE BUNTING
T he bombs have hit Kabul, the special forces are on standby, allies

have been cajoled, bullied and bribed into position. That is not

all that was carefully prepared ahead of last week's launch of the
attacks. Crucially for a modern war, public opinion formers at home
have been prepared and marshalled into line with a striking degre of
unanimity. The voices of dissent can barely be heard over the chorus of
approval and slFrightcous enthusiasm.

The lateris a sign of how quickly the logic of war disorts and

War da requires moral
clarity—what else can justify the suffering and brutality?—so the
conflictis being cast asa battle between good and evil. Bin Laden and
the Taliban are being demonised into absurd Bond-style villains, while
halos arc hung over our heads by throwing the moral net wide: we are
not just fighting to protect ouselves, but for a new moral order in
which the Afghans will be the first beneficiaries.

“The extent to which thisis being uncritically accepted i astonish-
ing. Few gave a damn about the suffering of women under the Taliban
on 10 September—now we are supposedly fighting a war for them.
Even fewer knew (it alone cared) that Afghanistan was suffering from
famine. Now the west i promising to solve the humanitarian crisis it
has hugely exacerbated with ts threats and then with its military
action. Incredible s not just the belief that you can end terrorism by
aking on the Taliban, bt that doing so can be clevated intoa grand
moral purpose—rather than it incubating a host of evils from Chechnya
o Pakistan.

s this gullibility? Naivety? Wishful thinking? There may be
clements of these, but also lurking hereis the outlin of a form of
western fundamentalism which, at its worst, echoes the characteristics
it finds so repulsive in its cnemy, bin Laden: frst,a sense of unques-

alues, resulting particularly for us in what was
until recently considered the
East—is that the West has also
deepened and propagated
fundamental principles such as
the rule of law, respect for
human rights, a democratic
political system, and economic
freedom. Many other countries
now also profess these values,
but they belong to other
geographical areas and so—if
only for this purely external
reason—cannot be considered
part of the West.

Yet, as a citizen of a
European postcommunist
country, I must admit that
when [ listen to the mantra-like
claims about our Western
affiliation, the Western
direction of our policies, and
the obligation of Western
organisations, such as NATO
and the EU, to offer us speedy
admission, I feel somewhat
uncomfortable. There isan
implied tone underlying this
thetoric that [ find disturbing.

liberalism

The west’s arrogant assumption of its
superiority is as dangerous as any
other form of fundamentalism.

R X T P R R

Recognising this need not be the prelude to an onslaught on
liberalism—ijust the crucial imperative of recognising that, like all
systems of human thought, liberalism has weaknesses as well as
strengths. In the heat of battle and panicky fear of terrorism, liberal
strengths such as tolerance, humility and a capacity for self-criticism
are often the first victims.

Inall systems of human thought, there are contradictions. One of
the most acute in liberalism is between its claim to tolerance and its
hubristic claim to universality, which Italian Prime Minister Silvio
Berlusconi’s comments on the superiority of western civilisation
brought embarrassingly to the fore two weeks ago. An aggressive
reassertion and a thoughtful re-examination of our culture and its
values will have a lasting impact on our relacions with the non-western
world, not just Muslim world. Aggressive reassertion can smack of
fundamencalism, a point obliquely made by Harold Evans recently:
“What do we set against the medieval hatreds of the fundamentalists?
‘We have our fundamentals too: the values of western civilisation.
When they are menaced, we need a ringing affirmation of what they
mean.” The only problem i tha “ringing” can block out all other
sound and produce nothing but tinnitus.

“There isa compelling alternative for how we can coesis. Political
philosopher Bhikhu Parkhstars from thepremis that the grandeurand
depth ofuman e 0o grat o be captured n one culture.” Because

“weareall pisonesofoursbjectiiy,”argucs Parckh, progress il
ultures. Parekh that liberalism

tioned superiority; second, an assertion of the universal applicability of

its values; and third, a lack of will to understand what is profoundly
different from itself.

Thisis the shadow side of liberalism, and it has periodically
wreaked havoc around the globe for over 150 years. Itis detectable in
the writings of great liberal thinkers such as John Stuare Mill, and
emerged in the complacence of mid-Victorian Britain. But ts roots go
back further to its inheritance of Christianity’s claim to be the one true
faih. The US founding recipe o puritanism and enlightenment

isright to assert there are universal moral principles (such as the rights of
women, freespeech and the right o fe), bucwrong o nsistthere s only
oneinterprection ofthose princples and thatthatis s
into conflictand every i
s - riv it

Butno oneculture
has cracked the perfect trade-off, as western liberalismin its more honest
moments i the firs o admit. There s huge amount we can lean from
Hlamintssocial soldary, s appreciation ofth collectiv good andthe

bequeathed  profoundsensc of being moraly good. This supeioiy
onceallied to ower, underpinned the
worst excesses of colonialism, as it now underpins the activities of
maltinational corporations and the IMPs structural adjustment
programmes,

gencrosity and strength of human cieties are
grappling with exactly the same challenge as the west—how to balance
freedom andresponsibility—and e need eachother s elp,notcach
other's brands of fundamentalism, I Kking Islam to stamp out their
fundamentalism, we have no lesser duty to do the same. # (7he Guardian)

My unease lies inan
unacknowledged judgement that
partly defines the terms “West”
and “East’—at least in our
postcommunist environment.
Soviet rule, in the USSR and its
European satelltes, was
characterised by spiritual and
physical oppression, callousness,
ignorance, empty
monumentalism and a general
state of backwardness, boastfully
presented as progress. These
traits contrasted so manifestly
with the culeure and prosperity
of the democratic West that it
inevitably led us to perceive the
Westas good and the East as
evil. The term “West” thus
became, both unwittingly and
knowingly, asynonym for
advancement, culture, freedom
and decency; “East,” on the
other hand, was reduced to.a
synonym for underdevelopment,
authoritarianism and omnipres-
ent nonsense.

Needless to say, the end of
the bipolar division of the world
and the progress of our civilisa-
tion along the course we call
globalisation urge us to engage
ina radically new way of
thinking about the future world
order. The implicit perception
of Western superiority and
Eastern inferiority is untenable
in the long run. No single
geographical and cultural
territory can be considered 4
prioribetter than any other
onceand forall, or as a matter
of principle.

Indecd, I believe that
“West” should become a
morally neutral word again. In
the future, it should mean no
moreand no less than a clearly
defined region of the contempo-

scsecsccccnse
rary world, one of the spheres of
civilisation that is characterised
bya shared history, culture, scale
of values, type of responsibiliy,
aswellas by its very own specific
concerns. The same should also
be true of the “East,” despite all
the problems, obviously decp-
rooted, that afflict it at present.

As long as the word “East”
evokesa pejorative connotation,
and the word “West” an affirma-
tive one, it will be immensely
difficult to build a new world
order based on equality among
the various regions. There is
nothing wrongin being part of
the West, nor is there any reason
not to profess this affliation. On
the other hand, beinga West-
erner or a Western country does
not mean being 4 priori superior.
“The same should apply for all the
other entities of today’s world,
and there is no reason to feel
ashamed because of an affiliation
toany of them. Respect for other
identities, and a certainty that all
are equal, must be concomitants
of the cffort to forge a world
order based on genuine peace and
partnership, an order emanating
from a universally shared commit-
ment to certain absolutely
fundamental moral and political
principles.

The time of the domination
of the white man, the European,
the American or the Christian
over the entire globe is over, We
are entering a new era, it is our
duty to respect on another and
towork together for the benefic
of all. & (Project Syndicate)

Vaclav Havel is President of the
Czech Republic.
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Asia’s war economy

BANGKOK - For hungry and poor Asians, things are about to get worse:
the region will see a rise in the number of people deprived of daily
meals in coming months, due to the changed global political and
economic landscape since the attacks in the US. The numbers of
hungry people could be in the millions, says RB Singh, regional
representative for Asia and the Pacific at the FAO here. Asia is home to
two-thirds of the world's 500 million hungry people, with the bulk of them
living in South Asian countries.

Singh's is one of the number of dismal predictions being made by
experts here due to the economic downturn following 11 September.

*Asia-Pacific countries will be hit hard,” says Kim Hak-Su, executive
secretary of the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for
Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP). “The economic downturn in the US will
impact many Asian countries, particularly those with manufacturing and
export sectors that depend on the US market.” Kim expects a rise in
unemployment as companies close down due to lowered demand for
their products in the US market.

Meanwhile, Dr Bjorn Melgaard, head of the Thailand WHO office,
says the region’s health systems will come under pressure due to a rise
in the number of poor people, with children and women especially
vulnerable. And, he adds, hospitals may have difficulty coping due to
lack of drugs and decrease in the number of medical and nursing staff.

The troubles ahead come on the heels of an already lacklustre
picture in parts of Asia. Economies from Taiwan and Singapore to
Malaysia and the Philippines, some just recovering from the 1997
Asian crisis, have cut growth rates due to a global slowdown in electronic
goods in the past year, and many have seen export growth rates fall
this year.

The dire economic scenario many foresee has already come true in
an important foreign exchange earner for Thailand—tourism. Govern-
ment plans to boost tourism, which last year brought $6.5 billion to the
country, are shattered. Many tourists have cancelled their trips and the
Tourism Authority of Thailand says tourist arrivals during the peak
period from October to November could drop by as much as 30 percent
this year compared with the same period last year. Other Asian coun-
tries are equally affected, particularly those who, like Thailand, depend
on tourism for foreign exchange. In Nepal authorities have spoken of
50 percent of hotel bookings being cancelled.

The World Bank last week in a preliminary assessment of the
economic fallout from the attacks in the US, wrote: “In the countries that
stall or fall into recession as a result of decline in exports, tourism,
commodity prices, or foreign investment, the number of people living
below one dollar a day will rise.” New concerns arising from the attack,
like security, are raising costs and retarding economic activity, it added.
“Insurance and security costs and delays at customs clearance are
among the main factors pushing up trade costs. Major shipping lines,
for example, have increased freight rates to India by 10 to 15 percent.”

This isin stark contrast to the Asian Development Bank's assessment
of the region’s economic prospects prior to September. In its report
Growth and Change in Asia and the Pacific—Key Indicators 2001, the
AsDB said the Asia-Pacific region had “notched up the highest growth
rates in the world, expanding by over six percent per annum, except in
1998, the first year of the Asian crisis.” It even predicted that Asia was
on course to achieving the International Development Goals' targets by
2015. They include halving the number of the very poor, increasing
universal primary education and reducing infant and maternal
mortality rates. (ps)
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BANGKOK—Kam'sangryyoung men
arcon the moveagain. Over the past

by MARWAAN MACAN-MARKAR

Islam’s angry young men

The international pan-Islamist Sunni jiiad movement spawned
in Afghanistan is likely to grow.
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Afghanistan’sattraction also
stems from i beinga predominanly
Sunni Mauslim country,saysa
specialiston Asian Islam, who
requested anonymity. Sunnis are the

Saudi Arabia, openly encouraged
such movement. Besides funding
suchactivities, the Saudis have also
made use of it to push through the
fundamentalist version of Sunni
Islam they practise, called
Wahabism. Its taught to members
of thejihud, spawninga narrow,
intolerantand oppressive brand of
Muslim men. The Taliban is a case
in point.

Current US action against the
Taliban could serveas a allying cry
for the jihad to increase its
numbers from the world’s Sunni
Muslims, ensuring ics radical
creed lives on. #4ps)

The thetotic of anxiety

The UK believes it has “proved” bin
Laden’s guilt. Saudis, who also fear him,
probably read the “evidence” differently.
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expressingitsangerat theonly free Arab

television station,the l-Jazeera channel transmitting from Qatar. The
State Department, which only a year ago was praising the station asa
bastion offree specch in the Middle East, has now asked the Qatari
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shackles.

cally.

The formation of a republic is a minor
demand for communists. Our aim is to
establish Janabad (people’s democracy),
then socialism and finally communism.
You analyse the present situation, the
decadence of the reactionaries, the state
of the political parties and the aspirations
of the common people, if you can organise
all these forces a republic can be formed
this very day. The sacrifice of the people
and their aspirations will all go to waste if
we move away from the idea of a republic.
We have to gain the maximum benefit from
the dialogue. The republic is just the
stepping stone, forgetting the larger goal
will be insulting the peoples’ revolution.
Since dialogue was the main agenda of
the Deuba government, we decided to go
in for talks. We felt that if we moved forward
with a minimum agenda, all forces, be they ===
democratic or left, would support us. Then
we could combine all these forces and
move forward. We came for a dialogue on
their advice. Despite that, they have not
accepted the minimum point in the agenda and are in fact trying to push back the country.
This is bankruptcy of the so-called democratic and some left forces. This is proof of their
lack of vision and philosophy, they are not moving forward but stepping back in time.
Instead of giving people their freedom, they are instead interested in keeping them in

“QOur goal is to capture the centre”

Top Bahadur Rayamajhi, one of the three negotiators named by the Communist Party of
Nepal (Maoist) to talk to the government, in Janadharana, 4 October 2001

There are two types of government in the country. The Maoist-led revolution is on the
move and we will be victorious. We are trying to provide leadership in all spheres of life.
We are trying to organise the people and then educate them. In fact we have not been
able to provide leadership as per the aspirations of the people.

Itis clear that there are
us. We want to form the government and take it to great heights. We will be able to do
this. At present, those in power, a minority, are oppressing and suppressing the majority.
When we come to power, the poor, the oppressed and the suppressed majority will run
the government. The people’s governments that we have formed in many districts is the
forerunner of our central government that will be formed in the near future. Planned
economic, social and political changes can only be brought about after we have captured
the centre. Since this is a war situation, we cannot have a very planned form of develop-
ment. But, as far as possible, we are building up the infrastructure, carrying out public
relations and providing justice as and when required.

We have come to the realisation that everything except power at the centre is a dream.
Therefore till we capture power at the centre we will continue destroying the elements that
make up the existing system. In places where we have formed the local people’s govern-
ments, we have done a lot of work. In fact, we have brought about more development than
the reactionary forces had ever done. We can only fulfil the aspirations of the people once
we form a government at the centre. Till that time, we must change the view of society to
such an extent that they become one with our thinking and the revolution. We have started
many programmes, political, social and economic at the local level and although people
realise that this is a war situation, they have fully supported us and are working with us.
We have accepted them too. Therefore the people are with us both mentally and physi-

between the y forces and

We have said that we will rise to great heights, much higher than the Chinese Cultural
Revolution. Coming from the Paris Commune to the Cultural Revolution we have realised
that Maoism alone will not be able to solve the problems of the 21st century. Therefore a
new model was required and this is Prachanda Path. The central government must be
formed under the directives of the people and the people’s struggle must always be an
on-going process. We have to make sure that the people will be able to handle a counter-
revolution if it breaks out tomorrow.

UOTE OF THE WEEK
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hestate discriminated

everyaspect. It made (caste) rules

us- and because of that we sufferin
d

Lal Bal\aduervnlmmu, Mcmhemf]’arlum:m UML Jana Aastha, 10 October 2001

our“evidence” ofhlsguﬂr Buttheyareunlkcy o cominceheipeoplcf s
N .Lﬂfandegyp[  aealmos
Newspapersinh

ards” ofhe US,

the Arab struggle against “Itaei terrorism” Ediorial writers are likely to

beless han enthusiasicabouta document which usesevidence ofbin

drothe doubl
for Isracl and its refusal

LA d d

Laden'si in carlier bombings to imply his guilcfor the crimes

State Colin Powell only the previous week, just happens to be the only
Arab sation with correspondents in Afghanistan.

Muzzling Qatari television is not going to change the bleak prospects of
Arab co-operation in Bush's war. With the Gulf argely unhelpful and Egypt
anxious to avoid its own social explosion, the Americans appear to be
looking north, to the former Soviet Muslim republics,for real military
assistance. #  (The Independent)

ITAATAT  Rajdhani daily, 5 October.

Unification and
reunification

Samadrisi, 30 Seprember

Excerpts from an interview with
Bam Dev Gautam, General
Secretary, Communist Party of
Nepal (Marsist-Leniniss)

The Maoists are suggesting a
republic. Will it make a
difference if the ML supports
this idea?

Do you think the Maoistsreally
want to establish a republic? They
have been going on about it more
than we have. Wesstill believe in the
present consticution. We have asked

accep the recommendationsof the
Sixth Convention. Issues that we
donotagtee on can be setaside for
the moment. The Seventh
Convention will be held 15 months
from nowand we can work through
those matters then, Weare flexible
on otherssues. The ML wants the
issues on which no agteement had
been reached to be dealt with
immediately. The Sixth Convention
scems to be the stumbling block.
Both parties have placedall the
issues at hand before their central
committees. The central commit-
tees have given new directives and
based on these the dialogueis being
carried forward. Unification will

take some time. In rhc meanume

but
wesill function within the
parameters of this constitution, Our
finalaim is a republic butas we
abide by the present constiution,
weare not publicising this. The
Maoists do not believe in the
present constitutional process, they
i a constitutional or
ialstruggle. This s why they
are beingso vocal abouta republic.

The UML and the ML have
been discussing possible
reunification. What is the
status of the talks?
We had one meeting, The Maoists
also met with our representatives. In
the course of this meeting we
realised that we could not reach an
agreementon uniting with them,
We have agreed to work together
where possible.
If the situation arises, will the
ML pick up weapons? If it
will, then will it really make
a difference whether or not
the party unites with the
Maoists?
There are many differences between
the Maoists and us. We differ on
principles—we have major philo-
sophical differences. They believe in
the philosophy of Mar, Lenin, Mao
and Prachanda. We believe in the
philosophy of Marx and Lenin only.
There is no need for them to follow
Mao's philosophy. Asfor the
Prachanda Path, thatis nota
philosophyatall. Given this, how
can our parties unite?

Second, the Maoists use

we must work
d

ith otherleft

megawasand start exporting .
Electricity has to be generated ata
Verylow cost, and this needsa policy
change to make that happen.
How can that be done, there is
the debate of big and small
projects. What is the way to
0¢
Projects, whether small or big, can
beattractive, feasible and cheap—
they can also be very expensive. They
need to be selected very careflly.
The Rolvaling poject under
constructionisvery cheap. T
Upper Karnali projectis lso cheap,
asare the Upper Trisuliand Dudh
Kosi, The Middlc Marsyangdi, the
Kali Gandaki and the Modi will
generate clectricity at the cost of four
centsper iloware. Electicity from
IPPp aboutseven cents

parties. A common workingagenda
can be formed.

i -
How can unification be
possible if neither side is
willing to give in?

Weare very flesible. they (the
ML) accept the Sixth Convention,
then all issues can be discussed and
resolved after unification.

But how can the ML accept
that if they do not even
accept the Sixth Convention?
“They participated in the Sixth
Convention.

So unification is impossible
before the Seventh Conven-
tion?

If[he MLacceps the Ssth

Jeci verything

per kilowatt.

It is said foreign investment in
power is driving up the cost
of electricity used by
households. Is it true?
Load-shedding became a compulsion
after they scrapped Arun I11.
Independent power producers
moved in at this time. Bhote Kosi
happened because of independent
producers, and load-shedding was
reduced. In asense this was the right
move, butyou had to pay in dollars
under the Power Purchase
Agreement (PPA) for lectricity that
was generated in this country. Our
load factor right novis 50-55
percent. We cannorask our

consumers to waste electricity. But

since we have PPAs with IPPs, we
have to pay them. Our peak load is
becween SPM to 11PM or midnight.

The load is almost nil after this, so

we have installed “time of day”
meters—which means that after
11PM, the cost of lectricity goes

down by almost S0 percent.

When was such a self-

destructive agreement signed?

By whom?

“The Khimti agreementwas reached

during the tenure of Laxman

else can be rectified at the Seventh.
Is unification possible if both
sides stick to their respective
agendas?

The possibility of unification seill
exists, thatdoor s sillopen. If
both of us stick to the

weaponsandare cond

closed struggle. This s not the right
time to do such a thing, We believe
everything can be achieved through
peaceful sruggle, and this s what
weateworking towards. The
Maosts say there are no socialists
leftin the world—but there are, in
Cuba, China, Korea, Vietnam and
Laos, and they are gerting stronger.
The Maoistssay they want to form a
South Asian Federation. Weare
fighting tofree the country and not
to integrate it with others. We
cannotjoin handswith sucha force.
What is the possibility of the
UML and ML uniting?

Itis possible, but the UML must be
willing to recify many of their
‘mistakes. The unification of the two
parties must be on the basis of
cquality and respect. Theyare not
prepared to do thisand so unifica-
tion is not possible n the near
furure,

More on unification

Dristi, 2 October

Excerpts from an interview with
Bharat Mohan Adhikary, UML

What is the status of the
reunification process with the
M2

Both parties have put forward their
views. Wewant both parties to

mandate defined by our parties,
then unification is not possible in
the near future. Some time lacr,

maybe.
Is the UML ready to rectify
the decisions of the Sixth
Convention?

The central committee may be able
tofindaway out.

Optimising hydro-

]umd/mmm, 4October

Excerpts from an interview with
Bishnu Bam Malla, Managing
Director, Nepal Electricity
Authority

You say the government has
to introduce policy changes
to develop hydropower in
Nepal. What are these?

We cannot useall the power we
generate by ourselves, To maximise
the power consumprion, the
government should make sure that
industrialsation takes place ona
Jarge scale, and excess electricity
can also be sold to other countries.
India produces 100,000 megawatts
of electicity, Bangladesh produces
6,000 megawatts. We produce only
300-400 megawatts. We should
think of producing 20-22,000

Ghimire—in 1993/94. The project
was completed when the UML was
in power. Later, Pashupati Sumshere
became the water resources minister
and did a review of the PPA and
approved it. The Bhote Kosi was
approved by the UML government
when Hari Pandey was minister.
Why is the price of electricity
rising so fast?

Itis mainly because we have to buy
ourown production and payin
dollars. When the Khimti and Bhote
Kosiagreements weresigned, he
exchange rate was about $1:Rs 49.
Nowitisaround $1:Rs 73 (itis
more now)—the rupeeis depreciat-
ingagainst the dollar every year, We
have to pay in dollarsand we also
have to pay toyaltiesfor Khimti—
around Rs 5.50 per unic. Add roall
this, loss in distribution and
transactions, and the end resultis
that a unit of electricity costsalmost
Rs7.50.

It is said the Kali Gandaki is
likely to overshoot its budget
and won’t be completed on
time.

The media has written a lot about
the possibility. It better to go out
thereand see for yourself. Kali
Gandak i the biggest projectin the
country, it will generate 144
megawatts, The main factors causing
the delay are geological. An entire
‘mountain had to be removed,
expenditure increased by Rs 1
billion. Still, Kali Gandaki is a
feasible, cheap project. It was
estimated to cost $428 million, but
we contracted it for only $300
million. We have spent $360 million
so far, which s still lower than the
estimated costs.
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bike seats

Do men who bicycle a lot have performance
problems in other areas?
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Campaign Head
ELIMU-INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION CAMPAIGN

ActionAid works in more than 30 countries in Africa, Asia, Latin America
and the Caribbean to listen to, learn from and work in partnership
with 5 million poor people to help them realise their potential and
secure their basic rights of food, water, education, healthcare and
the chance to earn a living.

We believe that by fighting poverty together- working with poor lo-
cal communities, national governments and international
organisations- we can help bring about real and lasting change in
the lives of poor people.

A dynamic leader with considerable project management skills is required to
co-ordinate our International Education Campaign (ELIMU)  in the posi-
tion of Campaign Head. This campaign currently involves ActionAid and
other organisations in 32 countries across Africa, Asia and Latin America.

As Campaign Head you will provide strategic direction and leadership to the
international campaign and ensure implementation of agreed plans through
participation in international networks, coalitions and policy
advocacy forums.

This is an exciting opportunity for an outstanding communicator with
experience of developing and implementing participatory and empowering
advocacy strategies to turn our campaign goals into reality. The ability to
work within a multi-locational, horizontal team is essential.

The position may be based in any location in Africa, Asia, Latin America or
the Caribbean. A UK level salary is offered on which, country taxes maybe
applicable. The contract period is for two years.

CV's with covering letter and names of two referees should be emailed to
iobs actionaid.org.uk _quoting reference number (NEP - 0105-08)

For further information about the ELIMU campaign, see our website
www elimu.org

Closing date: 30 Cctober 2001. Only shortlisted candidates will be
contacted. Previous applicants need not apply.
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“The evocativeness of hterature is ve

cult to

P
P
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What precisely was the impact and reach, then, of what you sought
to convey in your films—specially Manthan?

Ankirvas commercially successful not only in India, butall over the world. But
Manthan was a unique film in more than one respect. In the 19705, the movement
oestablish milk cooperatives had begun in Gujarat speatheaded by Dr Verghese
Kurinof the Indian Naconal Dty Development B and invohvingabout

roduce in cinema”

Antarnaad, madein 1999, isa film based on the teachings of Parwan Shastri,
holectured fthe Gita. Accord hastri, the real £

wordsaeledupby e eadinvbom digsae vl oughlisoun

association:

thevicious ycleof under-devel alickofsdf capabiliy. Th i ydiffcalt o prod
marginalised people which inhibits dhiclcncclentand Incinema, you hingthrough the irector's eye and thae
capabiltes. Thousands ofvil wjaratand subjective

wansformedby (hcSwrzdhya)ucon::pr.v\hlchahunuhann hand-ous. Philan-

thropy is ot theiridea. The basc concept i thatyou create wealth by sharing —not
bygiving or sd[mg yoursurplus burby shaing vhatyoulse

You have made both documentary and feature films. How
different is one fwm the azber

daiy farmers. | had aleach e subjectand year (whichstared Shabana A and Nandita — Thed hoh t y
garhered1wca((|eﬂofrn:amhmarem\ IdlmmcdwlthrKunenrhepo»nan Day )rookup[l\coonrmvemalmueolfcmlmandfannl) d thanth lm. I ies by and large tend to deal with the real stuff
iyof iable ficion film which Hari had fal runs. oflife, relity dircctly obscrved. Much of what you do in documentarics s not

important el story o ell.Dr urien agrcd nd suggesedtathe iy famers

= financiers—of the film. Each m:mbcrof

the milk cooperative, halfa million of

Given your reputation for making films which take on challenging
larger social and political themes, bave you attempted films which
are personal and introspective, and which probe deeply into the

necessarly wihin your control. When you make adocumentary “about”
something, youare notin the real thick o it In fction films, you can getinto
characters, into their motivation and into various things, cven though youare
subjectiv. You bringan interiort nto the subjct and tobeable o doso gives

[ =
m'. them, contributed two rupees each. The individualpsycbe? youin facta ense of eality than when you merely d reproduce
Funny things that notonly was the film, D yis, amiddle-class luxuryas faras reality. Film Jised from real lfe tend: ¥ w0
" thrcore producedby thearmers. :memmscono:mad “Thisis particularly s for India wk ) presentsuck realiy.
themselves, it wasal larger, d. Iwould not say the sameis true of literature
them, Farmers travelled nlorriesand ~ whichis more personaland inviadly probing, Who are the film directors you like lhe most?
¥ buses from all over to see the film at the Take my il Ghoda (1992).Itis based ona Hindi licerary My y di Tike John
. nearestown. Ithadasccond usageaswel. - dasicof Dharamabeer Bhara it many it Ayoungman — Ford. US directors, Martn d Coppola.In
= g Th with  eellsth d is. The -y are about three dif omen nn Japan, the great directors Kurosawa and Ozu. In Iy, F:lluuandehm In
. Super8 and 16 mm portabl whom hehashad rlonships, fstasa pubescent, then asan ad Tndia, Satyajit Ray, of course, and in the popular cinema, Ritwik Ghatak. 1 like
xp:arhﬁ‘ad(slm:v\tnnovilhgammiﬂ( (Inrdlvas.\m.\m!ead\ﬂ( Bu(.|lllhescmlalmnshlpsamhappcmngal[l\csame alsoin the popular Hindi cinema, Mehboob and Guru Dutg; in the popular
= in ly. Thereis noti threegilsatthe  Tamilcinema, Mani Ratnam. Ao Adoor Gopalakrishinan and Ritupatno Ghosh

dilogucastohovthey coudncrse

same time.Ashuman being,we bavethis nnce Imrholog andaway ofcreatinga
IFi

e improve the breed o their carle, The
film was, therefore, very important to stimulate discussions. The film was seen by
more people than any single film made n India. It was shown in over 150,000
villagesin addition o the cinema circuit. I wasa springboard to develop new
cooperativesallover India. Today, twenty yearshter,the film i sill beingused.

Stoman, madein 1986, dealt with what s the sccond hargest trained human
resource in India—she handloom and textile workers. Howeve, the film did not

peopleatcertain moments of that rlaionship. This

isamarvellous Bengali director. With all these directors, you can hear their voice
in their films.

behaviour pos Fm

cample,
farhere»en|n)o\|radu|(hoodas(houg)\
youwerestill 12 yearsold.
“That film wasadifficulc cxercis.
Literature has the biliy o deal wich
tneandspaceinavay tharcinema inds

have the same populaity and spread as Manthan but helped to bring o the suf
anissuewhich involved sucha i h lati dacotta

industry, and an art that was threatened.
S (1998) wasacomsdyon e preudice it could mikealocof people
unhappy.Iis heldupand Thave
been agiating for s release.

very definiteand concretein film unlike
in literarure. Wordsareabstract, but
when puttogether in litcrature,they have
anassociarional context. Spaces berween
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INTERCITY BUS SERVICES

+ Standard coaches. +
+ REFRESHMENT will be served at Riverside +
Spring Resort or Motel du Mungling N

MAIL:

FROM DEPTIVE  ARRTIVE FARE USS.
KATHMANDU POKHARA DALY 73 2 10005
KATHVANDU POKHARA DALY 0830 0330 10008
KATHMANDU CHITRASARI (CHITWAN) DALY 0830 020 8008
KATHMANDU SUNACHARI (CHITWAN) DALY 30 230 8005
FROM 0 SERVICES DEPTIVE  ARRTIVE FARE USS.
POKHARA KATHMANDU LY 730 023 10008
POKHARA KATHMANDU DALY 830 03 10008
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SUNACHARI (CHITWAN) _ POKHARA DALY 0330 03 800§
GREENLINE PROVIDES THE FOLLOWING FACILITIES
+ Deluxe (fully air-conditon) coaches. corresponding to the sector and timing,

Private terminal building.
Advanced booking system
Insurance coverage of Npr 500,000.00 per person.
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YAK YETI YAK

by MIKU

that rae thing —atractjazaficiona-

MOVIES
< Nepali and Hindi movies  online ticket booking at www.nepalshop.com

EXHIBITION

“ Paintings and sculptures by Batsa Gopal Vaidya and Shashi Shah.Until 17 October, 11am-6pm.
Siddhartha Art Gallery, Baber Mahal Revisited. 411122

4 Images from Bhaktapur ~ Solo photo exhibition by Kishore Kayastha. Until 21 October, 10am-6pm.
Park Gallery, Pulchowk. 522307

< Group Photographic Exhibition 2001  Photojournalists Ashesh Dangol, Chandra Man Maharjan,
and freelance photographer Prasant Shrestha's works on culture, people and places, and fine art. Until
16 October 10am-5pm. Nepal Art Council Gallery, Babermahal

< Women artists Nineteen women artists from the two-day spot-painting event at Bungamati,
Lalitpur display their works. Proceeds go to a training course for women in craft skill development. 13-
14 October, Hotel Yak &Yeti. 248999

EVENTS

4 Contemporary Jazz dance classes by Meghna Thapa. At Alliance Francaise Sundays and
Tuesdays 4.30pm-6.30pm, 241163, 242832. At Banu's, Kamal Pokhari, Wednesdays 6.30pm-8pm,
Saturdays 1.30pm, 434024, 434830.

Six Summit Tour Non-competitive, non-commercial, free for all mountain biking
tour of six summits in the valley including Kakani, Rani Ban, Haati Ban, Panauti,
Nagarkot, and Phulchowki. Starts 13 October. 6.30am. Departure from Dawn to Dusk

-
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BOOKWORM

Labour Relations: Problems and Issues in Nepal Narayan Manandhar
Industrial Relations Forum, Kathmandu, 2001

— Rs 250

The author attempts to chare the terrain of industrial and labour reations afier the restoration
of multipary democtacy. Maniandharpays paricla atenion o bour disputes,

and labour standards, trade unions, labour law, minimum wage,social sccuiy,

child labour and privatisation.

ALOK TUMBAHANGPHEY

tisan experience many music-
loversin this city have had atleast
once. Friends come in from ot of

Cadenza are getting ready to expand
out cultural horizons once again.

dos,whilealso converting new people
o thejoys of improvised music thatis
both funked-upand cercbrl.
Cadenzadidn'always play joz.
Nabin formedaband with a couple o
friends n the mid-1990s, butthree
yearsago they decided o pursuc the
‘American dream. Nabin sayed back
and played with people hercan
there, mosty in Thamel itis an
experience heis giad hehhad. “The
good thingabout phaingn Thaml
waswevwere exposed to he world.
Therewould be theodd touristwho
wanted o jam with us—and turn out
tobeareal pro,” he says. ewas these:
passers-byvwho led Nabin to discover
az. Hehad to keep the band going,
and so convinced his brother, long-
time friend Chi, and Jigme tleave
Darieling for Kathmandu. They
formed Cadenza, and laseyear, after
they had been playingtogether two

MTB Shop, Thamel o town. Eager o impress them, you somany new fansis thati keeps Chherri the charismatic drummer years they wereinvited to the Palmer
. . S coun Eagertompreshem ynovhnsiduciciess g | o theywariniediode
Nepalese Textiles Susi Dunsmore trying new kindsof and vocalist,tries his hand atall kinds | Street Jazz Festivalin Australia where,
Bricish Museum Press, London, 1993 nightis catch good, live music. Jazz. In | jazz, and new takes on old forms. of percussion sounds, evenastherest | byallaccounts, theywerea huge hit.
< Jazz at Patan Celebrating 100 years of jazz and for peace. Cadenza and Nepali classical Rs 1,950 Kathmandu. You makeyourway tothe | Their rendition of Louis Armstrong, of the band plays straight ahead jazz to Cadenza is so sure of its
musicians including Jeevan Ale, Suresh Raj Bajracharya, Robin Lala Shrestha, Santosh Bhakta, and Susi Dunsmore travelledall over Nepal recording traditional techniques, photographing 4 Upstir oz Barin Lazimpt. The John Coltaneand Ela Firgerald complement the Wednesday nigh d cross-genreskills
Homnath Upadhya in concert. Patan Museum Café. 13 October. 6.30pm Tickets Rs 599. For details o reaction is al f: and when they classical beats. No(hnl fnrwmwne [hawnhamlday 13 October, itis

call 416983

< Festival of Music Presented by Embassy of India. Flute by Ronu Majumdar Saturday, 13 October.
Sitar by Purbayan Chatterjee Sunday, 14 October. Classical vocal music by Meeta Pandit Monday, 15
October. Malla Plaza Hall, Hotel Malla 6pm. Passes at: Embassy of India, Lainchaur (413174), Nepal-
Bharat Sanskritik Kendra, RNAC Building, New Road (243497, 255414), Indian Airlines, Hattisar
(429468), Chez Caroline, Baber Mahal Revisited (251647, 263070) Indigo Gallery (413580)

% Live music Tuesday and Friday nights at the 40,000 % ft Bar, Rum Doodle Restaurant. 414336

< Live acoustic music Dinesh Rai and Deependra every Friday at the Himalatte Café. 7.30pm-
10pm 262526
% Martin Chautari: Issues on Environmental Justice in Nepal  Pundits Jagannath Adhikari and
Sharad Ghimire. Tuesday 16 October. Unless otherwise noted all discussions are in Nepali. Martin
Chautari, Thapathali. chautari@mos.com.np. 246065

EATING OUT

Feria Mexicana Mexican Festival withbuffet dinner and a la carte at the Sunrise Café. Special
menu at the Chimney, special Mexican snack menu at the Piano Lounge and Mexican buffet dinner
at the Madhuban Gardens with live Latin bands and salsa dancing. 12 October. Hotel Yak & Yeti.

< Dasain Special at The Rox Cocktail, momo and sekuwa. Live music and lucky draws. Entrance Rs
600 for couples. Free for CATH members. 16 October. Hyatt Regency. 491234

< Barbeque lunch with complementary wine or beer for adults, soft drink for children. Saturdays and
Sundays at the Godavari Village Resort. 560675
4+ All-new at Dwarika's! ~Krishnarpan Nepali ceremonial four-course lunch, $13, daily. Three-course
course set lunches daily at the Toran Garden Restaurant, $11. Friday

Night Sekuwa with fusion music by Himalayan Feelings. Special price “
throughout October: Rs 555 per person, Rs 1,010 per couple. All prices

nett. 479488

< Sandwiches Over the Rainbow American Diner has reopened. Fifth |:$

Avenue sandwiches, full meals at backpacker prices. Opposite Pilgrims r

Book House, Thamel. 42651 ‘ ' 5
< Barbeque Dinner with music by Las Sonidos Latinos. Every Friday ="

night through October. Rs 500 per adult, Rs 250 per child, plus tax. Summit Hotel. 521810

# Two for one International buffet lunch with main courses, on-site cooking, seven kinds of dessert,
eight kinds of salad and dressings. Rs 700 plus tax, this month two lunches for the price of one. Garden
Terrace, Soaltee Crowne Plaza. 273999

4 Splash Bar and Grill New fifth-floor outlet with panoramic view of city and surrounding hills.

Starting 28 September at the Radisson. 411818

<+ Kolkata to Kathmandu With recipes from the famous Sonargaon restaurant in Kolkata, exotic
preparations like kalkori kebab, dal sonal gaon, murg malal kebabs and more. Hotel De L'Annapurna.
GETAWAYS

< Dwarika's Breathtaking Escape  Until end-December. Two nights accommodation, afternoon tea,
cocktail, dinner, breakfasts, massage. $155 per couple nett. 479488

4 Chiso Chiso Hawama Summer B&B package for Nepalis and expatriates. Rs 1,250 per head.

Club Himalaya Nagarkot Resort. 410432, 414432

% Nagarkot Escape Weekends in cottages, views of the Himalayas, valleys and forests. Special rates
for Nepalis and resident expatriates. Hotel Keyman Chautari. keyman@wlink.com.np 436850

% Aday for yourself Swim in heated indoor swimming pool, steam room, sauna, Jacuzzi, bowling
and other sports. 20 percent discount for non-members. Hotel Shahenshah International.

For incusion in the fsting send information to editors@nepaliimes.com

NEPALI WEATHER

by NGAMINDRA DAHAL

picture, extending from the Arabian Sea through
to South-east Asia. The strong cyclone around
the Bay of Bengal is trying to force its way to the
Himalaya, but two high pressure zones over
Tibet are keeping them at bay. Which means fair
weather finally, in time for Dasain. Temperatures
have risen again in the Valley to about 29
degrees in the daytime and about 16-18
degrees at night.

KATHMANDU VALLEY

Fii Sat Sun Mon Tue
29-17 28-18 28-18 ey 29-16

There is a striking band of clouds on the satellite

weaversat work and collecting oustanding examplesofheir caf. The author has examined
manuscriptsand stone caings forthe s vidence oftetils. Thevolumecontins

flooms and

of dyesand raw materials. =

Courtesy Mandala Book Point, Kantipath, 227711, mandala@ccsl.com.np

The way to Mexico is too far. Botega Restau-
rant and Tequila Bar is near Thamel Chowk.
266433. 15 percent off-season discount.

The Borderlands Resort  For canyoning,
rafting, trekking at Tibet borders, Professional
Development Program, Leadership Courses
and many more. 425836/425894.
info@borderlandresorts.com.
www.borderlandresorts.com.

Gourmet weekend  for Nepalis and

(MIDI compatible), Aiwa CD-tape recorder
player, Panasonic VCR. Also other furniture
and household items. All in good condition,
very reasonable prices. Ring 373218
before 9.30am and after 5.30pm.

Reflexology  Professionally US/Europe-
trained naturopath. Suitable for specific
health problems and as a preventive
measure. Improves blood circulation and
energy flow throughout the body. 413774 or
email com.

Naked Chef, Nagarkot, B&B, three-course
international gourmet dinner, transport both
ways—Rs 1100. 417386, 680115

K-Too! Beer and Steakhouse not the “long-
est’, “highest”, “first” or any other superlative.
Just a relaxed, easy-going bar and restaurant
with the coldest beer and juiciest steaks this
side of the moon. By the Kathmandu Guest
House. 433043

HMB Mountain Biking _ Have your bike serviced
or repaired by HMB's Professional Mechanics
at the HMB Workshop. Riding gear,
accessories and parts available. Second hand
bikes bought/sold/hired. New and
reconditioned mountain bikes for sale.
Himalayan Mountain Bikes—Tours and
Expeditions. 437437.

For Sale One each Casio piano modelCT-770 .

House for rent or sale  Sitapaila Ring
Road, 12-minute drive from Lincoln School.
Two ropani compound, five bedrooms, two
bathrooms, kitchen, dining and sitting
room, servant's quarters, other facilities.
356074, or 98103-0322 (Hari, Shanta,
Sanju, John)

Best Room in Thamel = Long-term only.
Private terrace, bath, double-bed, ward-
robe, shelves. Quiet, private, and a great
view. US$5 per day. Contact John 548119.

The Last Resort offers Bungy, Canyoning,
Rafting, Mountain Biking, relaxing, Corpo-
rate Development & Retreats. Without a
doubt this is Asia’s premier adventure
playground. Tel ((97) 1 439525, 414730.
http:/fwww.tir-nepal.com, email: info@tlr-
nepal.wlink.com.np

For insertions ring NT Marketing at 543333-36.

0615-0645
0615-0645
0615-0645
2045-2115
2245-2300

BBC World Today
BBC Science in Action
BBC Agenda

BBC Aureft &t
BBC Auteft &an

Radio Sagarmatha

P.O. Box 6958, Bakhundole, Lalitpur, Nepal

Tel: ++977-1-545680, 545681 Fax: ++ 977-1- 530227
E-mail: radio@radiosagarmatha.org
www.radiosagarmatha.org

lepxdop[eusldxsoo\'ennga prize
butterflyin the heart of Manhattan.
Five years ago, Cadenza wasjust
another band in Kathmandu, started
by boys from Darjeling, playing
covers. Today, ifyou don't knowswho
they are,you don'tknow yourjazz.
Since Cadenzalastfearuredin these
piges(#17) s weckend performances
fihe

who started p:

bringoutthat djembe—which
regularly now—it makes forasurreal
experienceas the streets of 19505
Cubaand Puerto Rico comealive in
Kathmandu. The ghosts of Tito
Pucnteand M |

yearsago. Thisversatlity is typical of
the band—guitaritJigme Sherpa, for
instance, takes a turn or two on the
1]Cmbeur Saturday

puttingona fusion showat the Patan
Museum Café o celebrate 100 years
ofjazz. A hundred yearsof oz and
the 101¢ anniversary of Duke

Ell e becelebrated

bowand the band takes off.
Butthatsonlyon the weckend.

Onoccasional Wednesdays, they

perform adifferent kind of fusion—

city'scultural calend

d]vmemmdf ungandold, callq,c
5, architects,
docors Jo\\malms, expatsofall
shades, fomembsyofficl 0 VSO

vith in

volunteer,

Partof the reason the band attracts

Hindustani classical music. Nabin

musicians, Cadenza m\deumn do

better. This sortof thingis why
Cadenzais not going out of styleany
time soon. And why the band's
namei P
from ‘cadence'—the movement of
sound, an improvisation. (For more
on the concert,see About Town.)

Arniko’s tesuttection

Do we know what Nepal's legendary architect-

strengthen the histori-
cal bonds between the

sculptor and traveller looked like? No prizes for
guessing he wore a Nepali topi and daura-suruwal,
and had features best described as a melange of all
Nepal's ethnicities.

That's what a 1972 Nepali postage stamp showed,
and that's what the Nepal Arniko Society took as its
qguide when it commissioned a life-size statue of the
‘man who took the pagoda style of temple architecture
to China. The statue was flown to China this week
and is to stand in front of Arinko's most famous
creation—the White Pagoda Temple in Beijing.

The installation ceremony was originally planned
for 25 October, the day Arinko is said to have begun
work on the White Pagoda 730 years ago. More is
planned in Beijing to commemorate the innovative
architect—a Nepal Festival showcasing different
aspects of Nepali culture, arts and crafts, foods and
photography. The photo-exhibit will remain open even
after the celebrations are over, to ensure more people
know about the land where China's trademark
pagodas originated.

The Society, founded by Nepalis who studied in
China, hopes Arniko's second journey to China will

two countries, and also
introduce Nepal to
potential visitors,
coming as tis in
conjunction with
Nepal's designation as
an “outbound” destina-
tion for Chinese
tourists.

Arniko's massive White Pagoda (50 m tall, 30 min
diameter) was the tallest man-made building builtin
the Yuan era and remains a well-known pilgrimage
and tourist spot.

Arniko was born in 1244 and travelled to China
when he was 17, building stupas along the way. He
built the White Pagoda in 1278 and the Yuan rulers.
were so impressed by it, that they bestowed upon
Amiko a dukedom shortly after it was completed, and
another title, Ming Hui, posthumously.

Arniko did not only build temples and carve
Buddha images, he even wrote about themina
volume describing the measurements and propor-
tions of an ideal Buddha statue. ¢

HAPPENINGS

POWER TO THE WOMEN: Women activists of the Left being arrested on

Stunday, 8 October near Singha Darbar asthey prtest the pasage of the

Property Righs Bill.

FILMSOUTH ASIA: Chair oftheJuryat Film South Asia 01, Shyam
Benegal, presens the Ram Bahadur Trophy and cerificatefr best flm 10
Fauzia Khan of Bangladdesh, who received i on behalfof her compatriot
Yasmine Kabir director of te winning film, My Migrant Soul, on Sunday, §

Qctober. Member of the Jury, Neer Shah, looks on.

PHOTOGRAPHERS GALORE: I’hmgmplzmMani Lama, Nati Kaji

Mmmmmd Min Bajracharya inaugurate “The Galleia’, an fx//lhlzmt b
M

Ashesh Dongol, Chandra M

Prasant

Shecia s the Nepal A ol Gl Mondly, 9 Otor

HITHERAND THITHER: At the General Post Office some young Nepalis
ruh to meet the deadline for the US Diversty Frnmigrant Visa Programme, aso

known as the Green Card Lottery. Monday, 8 October.
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Under My Hat

by Kunda Dixit

Fried goat guts
for all by Dasain

10,000 mountain goats and sheep from Tibet to

enter the kingdom for Dasain this year has been
greeted with utter dismay in some quarters. Thisis
understandable, because i could bean irreversible
setback for national efforts to stockpile sautéed goat
gutsfor Kathmandu’s paplooand Aatda class this
festivalseason,

Asweall know, decp-fried goat innards washed
down with beerare an important guarantee of nert-
ness, and without adequate supplies Nepalis may
actually end up doing something useful and imporant
in the nationalinterest while preparing to celebrate

T e nevws that Nepal has denied transicvisas o

adding toks, They are both expected to geta severe
reprimand from the Crime Minister when they return
for spoiling party unity during the Dasain go-slow.
Unless all members of the cabinet show strict discipline:
and consensus, the Chief Whipy will be compelled to
give them alla tongue-lashing when they get back. And
itwill not just be lip srvice, you can be sure of that.
“Thereare workaholics among us who willinsiston
going o workin the coming week to push paper. Woe
on such spoilsports,they need help. It not that we are
less lazy the rest of the year. But Dasain i the time that
we can reall let ourselves go by wallowing i soth.
Even though we know this, we sometimes apse into

Nepal his s why
ment National Instiute for Lethargy and Inertia has
moved swifily toidentify alternate soutces o

goat protein so that there s sufficient indolence
and lasitude to goaround this Dasain. (Special
bhasi einforcementsare being rushed o
Kathmandu from Syangia hishly-placed

told us on condition of anonymity.) Vigilance
squads have already been deputed by most
ministries,and they are carrying out spot
checks at various departments, corporations,
public sector enterprises, and our embassies
abroad to make sure that no civil servants are:
sneaking into their offices to actually get some
work done in the run-up to Dasain.

Even senior ministers and secretaries are not
exempt from this crackdown. Ithas come to our
notice, for instance, that the Home-away-from-Home
Minister and the Health Hazard Minister b d

d oil. Vigilance, thatis whatis requircd.
Vigilanceagainst hard work. Justlook acall the

benefis ofsloth: we have always underestimated the
role laziness plays in non-violence and in ending wars.

Making people too lazy to fight should be the afm of all
peace-making endeavours. There is nothing likea sense

NEPALI SOCIETY

unday evening was a blur
s for Dinesh Deokota, director

of A Rough Cut on the Life
and Times of Lachuman Magar, a
candid profile of a naughty old
Magar man.

Now, a few days after his film
came in second and won a cash
prize of $ 1000 at the biennial
festival of South Asian documen-
taries, Film South Asia, Deokota is
letting his victory sink in and
acknowledging the accolades.

“Now, | truly feel like a
documentary filmmaker," says the
visibly happy Deokota. Competing
against 44 other impressive
entries, Deokota’s film only goes
to prove that the genre of

to Australia under the pretext of attending an interna-
tional conference, and ar the moment of going to press,
are both busy catching up with a backlog of pending
work that they brought from home. They were sported
during their flights out poring over piles of files and

of imel dto bring tolay
down theirarms.

Having said that, it has just come to my notice that
Tam now too lazy to complete this column. May you
all autain nirvana this Dasain: that state of perfect
immobiliy and blss.

and short film-
making is coming into its own in
Nepal.
“I've been in the audio-visual
production line for five or six
years and produced nothing

significant. This is the one that has
been recognised," says Deokota,
who quit a promising career in
hotel management to make films.

When the 27-year-old came
across Lachuman Magar in a
Bardiya hotel in west Nepal, where
the former Indian Gorkha cleans
toilets and makes up tourists’ beds
for a living, Deokota just knew he
had to film him.

“Lachuman is everyman,” says
Deokota. “I don't think his story is
uncommon. It reflects our society.
A simple man, no pretences.”
Lachuman's character (still feisty
despite the many blows life has.
dealt him, he has no regrets and
finds much to laugh about) and
Deokota's skilful piecing together of
his varied and colourful life,
obviously impressed the jury, that
included noted Indian director
Shyam Benegal.

“A picaresque account of an
ordinary man—made extraordinary
by his appetite for life and love,
This film is a fine example of ciné

verite," reads the jury's citation.

It's no wonder Devkota can't
stop smiling. The filmmaker plans
to return to Bardiya soon to show
Lachuman the film and to build
his family a tube well. In the
meantime, he'll continue filming
bungee jumps—his bread-and-
butter—to fund more films.

On hold is Deokota's ethnog-
raphy on jhankris (shamans)—one
of the protagonists died and
another is working in Saudi
Arabia, and Deokota is trying to
raise money. But he's also
playing with the possibility of
doing an anti-poaching film in
west Nepal.

So has he got some funding?

“No, no. I'm not even looking
for any. I don't think it's a good
idea,” he says. “The whole
dynamics change. You lose
control. It's not your film
anymore. It becomes a mere
mouthpiece.”

Now that's arare breed—a
truly independent filmmaker.
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