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he governmentislooking beyond the
Tpcacc alks ata massive hearts-and-

minds programme 0 accelerte
developmentin Maoist-affected dmnas,
butis running nto serious donor reluctance
tobackit.

Peace dvidend

Thelnigared Securyand Dclopment
Programme ISDP) i patemed st
"v itits
priceagof 114 millon forthreyearssway Howc\er "he Unied Sates Agency for
ity Last I Development (USAID), the

week, the National Planning Commission
(NPC) presented what appears to bea
hurriedly-prepared 13-page proposal o
consortium of donors, most of whom were
“eal shout th eability

Bricish Department for International

Development (DAID) and the Norwegian

Development Agency NORAD were forit.
“Fewofus disigreed withits goalsand the

implementit,

Amongthe donors,Japan, Germany,
Canada, Finland and Denmark as well s
the Word Banknd the Asan Devlop-
ment Bankay

111e govemment is ﬁndmg lt hard to win donor hearl:s and mmds.

meting for ISDP s aid to have come up
aftera group of Western ambassadors met
Prime Minister Sher Bahadur Deubaa
monthago. The diplomars rporcedly
wamed Deabahevould ave o produce

w© makc, ! Id us. “Bucthe d(ffemncc, towhich the
d d i said to have hinted that if
uncomforable.” Thase thatsid nowere Lhue was money to back the new defence
lite, b lan, he could doit.

tepordy
that

b

about the ISDP, while the United Nations
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constitution?
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Added our source: “Itwill bea waste of time
forche NPCifcstill hinks it could gecbroad-

Dnnors keen to back the ISDP had their
reasons, DAD, forinstance, elean effcently
implemented ISDP could be critical in
delcringsicsenicsand infrasrctreto

erthis year NPCoficials layed down heis million and wants d help with the
inseven disicsand hisyearhegovern- | sandsclbecaeofheinsungency USAID, | ofthemecting Ligal oldus: lewasnora | st inclding purchseof commenicaions
mentallocated R 600 millon for i, but amore ledging meeting baed ] guns—for
muchaofthisvas budgetcd ith the cautious “tansiconal”approach, ﬁmmnng theISDP, s raonhowitworks which | scuriyagencis.

expecation that th
through. TheISDP i being implemented in
sevn disics—Gorkla, Rukum Rolpa,

Patterned after the US 3

“TheNorwegians,for their par appear

o»mll status” " Headded: dm ]as[wesk’

hand-in-hand with devel ?

g Nepal
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Kikor, JaJarko(,Sa]y.m and Pyuth
i

he mulil

Integrated Defenceand Development
(IDAD), the ultimate goal i to win the
ptopk avayfromthe nurgens, ensuring

dito
i o assoon 2 possble: Dok,
Ramechhap, Surkhet, Dailekh, Dang and
Lamjung,Prihii R Legiandhis camac

ls, the World
Bankand the Asian Development Bank,
who have their own performance criteria

Th dRs10

further

pl i ided by the police,

millon ncach Villge Devclopmenr
oitond

the NPC also told donors that
was gettingso bad that it may ultimately
have to extend the ISDP to another 30 of
Nepal's 75 distict.

“Theidea for the donor fund-raising

M ECIR e
hile the rest of the count
celebrating Tihar by worshipping
crows, dogs and cows this week,

Nepal's Newari population marked its new

year by worshipping, yes, the self

Depending on which astrologer you
follow, either 15 or 16 November s the
start of the 1122™ year of the Newari
calendar and Kathmandu Valley's
indigenous people celebrate it with mha
puja—worshipping the self for righteous-
ness and good health. The calendar
‘marks the deeds of Shankadar Shankhwa,
the mythical hero who freed the Newari
people from indebtedness.

Legend has it that the sands on the
banks of the Bishnumati were to turn into
gold on an auspicious day and only the
ruler of Bhaktapur and his chief astrologer
knew about it. The king sent his porters to
collect the gold and they happened to

the new paramilaryand the Royal Nepal

doles,had no fresh derthe ISDP toachieve Amyunderacoolmtedchinofcommand.
Oherbiaterald dihe | noblegoals,such as 100 percentli ! headsthe ISDP

govemmentitmaybevicrtouscthermoney | andschoolcvolmen. Ial jon team, whichinclud

alreadyin the pipelis hil d | speedupi andlaunch | numberof d the Chicfof Amy

! 1d change priortcsrac Thegovern- | Suff. Theprogtam has four sub-committees

than seek new commitments.

daya

stop by Shankhwa's house on the way back.
Shankhwa is said to have wined and dined
the porters, and slyly replaced the gold with
sand using it to free the people of the
Valley from their debts.

“Mha Pujais now a part of Newari folk
culture and s one ritual where there is no
need for priests to dictate the proceedings,
maybe everyone felt so light-hearted after
being freed from debt that they decided to

mentsaicollchipin alfthe Ro10

worship themselves" quips Ukesh Bhuju,
president of the Nepal Heritage Society.
The worship is conducted by the female
head of the household and the parapherna-
lia is full of symbolism: walnuts for strength,
the bimiro citrus for purity, the makhamali
blossom for longevity. Satyamohan Joshi,
historian and expert on Nepali folk culture,
thinks the word mha could be an acknowi-
edgement of the connections between
consciousness and the physical being.
“Nepal Sambat" as the Newari calendar
is known, is more than 1000 years behind
Nepal's official Bikram calendar which is
into its 2058" year. Although younger, there
s a growing feeling that if Nepal needs a
non-Gregorian calendar, the Nepal Sambat
is better suited than the present one named
after the Indian Emperor Bikramaditya.
Says Padma Ratna Tuladhar of the Nepal
Mankakhala: “The Bikram calendar is not
even recognised in India. Nepal Sambat is
based on the lunar calendar, which is

poliical, publiciy,programs and scurity. [

bhintuna 1122

already in use in Nepal.”

Over the years, Nepal Sambat and its
unique blend of folk culture and religion
has come to symbolise Newari identity in
Nepal's multi-ethnic tapestry.

There would be a certain historical
symmetry to making Nepal Sambat the
official calendar since the name Nepal
itself came from the Newari word for
Kathmandu Valley after Gurkha unifica-
tion of the kingdom in the late 18"
century. “The Bikram calendar is a vestige
of dictatorial Rana rule, we need to bring
back our own calendar,” says Kul Lal
Dongol of the Jyapu Samaj, Patan.

Others oppose the move to replace
the Bikram calendar, saying it would open
acan of worms. Says Basanta Thapa,
columnist at Himal Khabarpatrika: “If the
official calendar is to be changed in this
age of economic globalisation, then
Nepal may as well join the rest of the
world and adopt the Gregorian calendar.”
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NO NEWS IS GOOD NEWS

It has become a cliché to begin editorials by saying no news is good
news. But that does not make it any less true. When daily newspapers
lead with news of a minister giving an innocuous speech somewhere
about the importance of democracy for development you know “nothing
happened”. No disasters, no massacres, no abductions, no major
accidents.

And that is the problem with the news business: it is incapable of
reporting the ordinary, the everyday. News by definition has to be nega-
tive, it has to be nearby, and it has to happen suddenly. A tanker truck
that reaches its destination safe and sound is not news, it is the one
that falls into the Marsyangdi that makes it.

UNICEF's former director, Jim Grant, used to talk about the silent
emergency that stalks our land. Some 500 children die every day of
causes that are preventable, but that is not news. Now, suppose those
500 children were travelling in two jets that crashed simultaneously.
Would that be news? Yes, because it fulfils the main criteria of news: a
sudden, spectacular disaster. Nepali children are dying quietly, slowly,
one by one, in homes throughout the country. The grief of their parents
is private, isolated and scattered. It is not a loud emergency like a
landslide that buries a village. And yet the reasons many of them are
dying—criminal neglect, corruption and inequality in the delivery of the
services that are supposed to save their lives—should make banner
headlines everyday. But they don't.

Last year this time, policemen were being butchered every other
week. We in the media couldn't keep up with the carnage, and our
reporting made people numb. It's like slowly increasing the intake of
poison until you can take a lethal dose without dying. We got so used to
the bad news, that 70 people slaughtered overnight didn't shock us
anymore. Human beings have this capability of being inured to bad
news.

And they get used to good news as well. This year, we have got used
to the ceasefire, we have stopped noticing that there are no front page
pictures of widows sobbing over husbands blown apart by pressure
cooker bombs in some remote and forgotten police post. The media is
incapable of reporting an outbreak of peace, so the public takes peace
for granted.

May we live in uninteresting times. This Tihar, we wish you no news.

TiPPED OFF BY MADRAS

Is one man’s tourism another man's terrorism? Why is it that just when
Nepal's tourism shows any sign of picking up, we hit the headlines
again for all the wrong reasons. We were recovering from the hijacking
last year when Hrithik Roshan riots rent the streets. The Indians had
just started trickling back this summer when the royal massacre
spooked them off again. And just when things were beginning to go
right, came a flurry of news last week linking Nepal with the War on
Terror. A Nepali nearly gets away trying to take his entire knife collection
on board a flight leaving Chicago. Four Nepalis get arrested in Manila
for taking pictures of the US Embassy in the Philippine capital. And then
Madras airport outscoops everyone by uncovering a plot to hijack a
Singaporean airliner from Kathmandu airport and crashing it into a Very
Importance Place in Delhi
And how does Madras pass on this information with potentially
catastrophic implications to our civil aviation authorities? Does it use
the SITA telex? Does the chief police honcho in Chennai pick up the
phone? Nope. They send the information in a handwritten note on a
piece of paper without a letterhead by snail mail to Kathmandu! It's a
miracle that letter even got here.
Now, wire services are in the
business of exporting news. So
you can't really blame them for
sending out immediate flashes
when they heard of it. Dateline
Kathmandu: al-Qaeda opera-
tives in Nepal! Hijacked plane
to be rammed into Delhi!
Security alert in
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Oh, say, can you see

Osama and Omar?

America has to choose between secunty and revenge.
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‘“Peace Is the pre-

In recent speeches you have gone out of your way to highlight
the pasitive side of Nepal’s development in the past 12 years. Do

you eally beleve tha?

Thereisatendency saci demmocracy, We
suffer] i hete Thereisalotof

negativism that the donor community has l {4 Thish dcynicism,
Letus notforge thatther has b e ;
Vevehad Our exports
NS O

by morethan 20 percent xch year
rescrvesaresound. Our et worth has ncarly doubled from about Rs 7,000
million to around Rs ISO!\()m\]Imn Imkauhzmmlmdlmmm thereare
o L

ago,noweven| hm lostcount.

12years
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the quality of life?
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Inother word:

investment.

coruprion. The qualcy
“The ostof sevices

You must have a ringside view of the get-rich-quick mentality in
government. Asznmsldﬂ' howbadwxheoonupaonyousce’
Although you veup. You

lisc on the get-rich-quick mania. This sa pt
everywhere, notjustamong polmc.am. Thereare politicians, but notall of them
havel o Tt lency alsoin the e

MIN BAIRACHARYA

Finance Minister Ram Sharan Mahat has made no
bones about his objection to a cabinet expansion, and
voiced concerns about a governance crisis. But,

as
in this chal with NeEall Times before leaving for New

'ork for the UN General Assembly, he was still
optimistic about the economy, and sal\:s peace would

health servi
government

rural roads and

djobs. I resi n}m Lockatthepblic
y th . they:
oftixpayes moncy. Thelg procuctiviy s oot butsillmployes e demand.
ingmorcbenefitsand perks,

Even if the talks with the Maosts is successful, we need to create
new job otherwise they will g0 back to thei guns o craie

those jobs, you need to generate investment. Do you have a plan?
Before the ombrmkof Maoist violencesi Six years g0, our ecoriomy had been
expanding, Millions of ka rin Kathmandu
Valley, l di
expanded,which would nothave been passlblc\mlhom jobs. Bucafier the

Maoist ith their peopleareclosing
down factories, Now thereis almosta stop in newinvestment. So ifweare to

bs, Maoist b Iti back on the

economy. At i ! ial

§ i health, rural devel i Jicy makingand
policy supp dleave i That way jobs can
be created, i d abusiness-friend

Do you mean we should wait for peace, and then start creating
new jobs?

No, weneed todojot Jancously. And lready trying o
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. fOsamabin Laden intoan ever yandincul istsItall | toavenge Oh, rally? Who Idon’tdeny that there are bad elements in politcallfe also. | can’t deny that, institutions, | am against diture. Th dency 1y favourable. i
L h id Undl | lookssock how could the el ally ‘making the butthe problem is more serious elsewhere. ask for by ministris, or elected We  Burifth here, then th lsuffer, our exports,industrial
ak hsago, | Jey missit? Perhaps that expk Talbanand sl Qmiarhc monsters just cannotafford this. '\!'nanocmlmslerx jobis very difficulcand lways production, tourism willllsuffer, Thatwill b the worst case scenario, Peace s
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Arabia could not tolerate him. Butonce the Could |(bc(h;u (hssﬂls goalof the “war | bin Laden and Mullah Omar are now
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“Thebombingand propagandabarrage

fact,that 11 September wasa terroristic

doneisdone nothingand kept quiet. The

have made Osama look much larger than life. that domis ndAmerica | summit of SAARC Heads of States and
Hewasan American cr du thewar th y itk how:byusing | Heads of G belatedly sched-
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figure Forthe Amercansisaciscofals

ofbemaspoweflma el

CNN, Star News, Zee
News, Channel News Asia
pick up the wires, and
make frantic calls to their

stringers in Kathi

they win, lose.Ifthey George W

Osama, heb mudm{hwl]] presidencby t fasystem that
conferupon h Ifhe debated the difference dimpled chad
livs, cvill prove hisinvincibiliy. Poor Bush, | and hanging ch m.r lsheshors. Poor

hetres hard but hejust cannot win this
propagandavar And ewenwhilchewas

Tony BirisaState

SAARC have as muchiinterestina post-
“Taliban Afghanistan as US il multina-
tionals on whose behalfche Pentagon s
waging this war.
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If there were a
competition here to
judge who should get
the Grand Mediocrity

Prize for this latest
“security alert”, the jury
would have a difficult
time choosing
between the authori-
ties at Madras
airport, our civil
aviation people, or AFP,
which seems to think Singapore Airlines flies
to Kathmandu via Madras.
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Afghans can return o theirhomes.

violence. He should be given
some more time because he is
trying to bring a negotiated
settlement to the Maoist
Insurgency. We cannot have
another military confrontation
when peace seems to be in
sight. Nepalis do not want any
more violence. So Girija Prasad
Koirala and his cronies should
stop their efforts to plunge the
country into further instability.
They have done enough harm,
now give peace a chance.
Sajju Khatiwada
Pennsylvania, USA

by email

| appreciate the balanced way you
have reported on Paras Shah
being made Crown Prince. One
thing | cannot understand is why
“responsible” politicians and
journalists are trying to create a
state of confusion in the country.
If we accept the constitution we
have no other option but to accept
Paras as crown prince. Paras
may not be an ideal crown prince,
but he is the only possible
candidate under the present
constitutional framework. Let's
hope time will make him a respon-
sible royal. The monarchy is the
symbol of Nepali unity, so politi-

CROWN PRINCE
Kunda Dixit in (“Is Crown Prince

Paras mending his ways?", cians and journalists should think
#57) has tried |omgra||ate twice before ra\slng conlmversy
himselfin King d

favour by making a farcical about our Mwe kmg

correlation between Paras’
poetry and the positive transfor-
mation of a person’s character.
He has applied this new theory | Is Kunda Dixit a royal chamcha?
to validate his point (hidden Jivan Singh
agenda?) that people should by email

“Aam Nepali”
by email

and unity, how the succession
question is addressed is up to
age-old traditions of the royal
palace. Media and politicians

Baglung was either staging his
faint for sensationalist purposes
orill due to some other reason.
Fainting upon momentary expo-
should keep out of it. sure to anthrax is not a symptom
Lalit Thapa of anthrax. Anthrax begins with
Dubai minor flu-like symptoms and
eventually culminates in difficulty
in breathing. Because of the
incident, my brother-in-law is
scared to go to the post office to
Paras Shah pick up our letters. We live in
America and are not at all afraid
of our mail. | kindly ask people in

wiiting
oetry that
ithas to Nepal and around the world not to
e be

® cause panic by spreading

If Nero is believed to have
played the flute while Rome
burnt, what is so strange in

. ) e- rumours and fear. This will only
> orted? give the terrorists satisfaction.
—y Jt's not Lisa Tomson
hat by email
% J“ ‘Nepalis

% have MORE ON BAHUNS

doubts about his The very fact that Kanak Mani

writing ability, but what awes Dixit dared to write “Bahuns and

us is that his being a poet has the Nepali state” (#65) and you

to be known to us after he is dared to publish it, and that there

declared crown prince. was such an overwhelming
Pranika Koyu response both for and against

by email proves that the article has struck

make us take a fresh look at what
is wrong and right in our country.
Brickbats and bouquets are an
accepted part of a journalist’s life.
What is important, however, is
whether journalists through their
writings can make a profound
impact on society, a particular
community, or a nation itself. In this
case, | believe, Dixit has done all.
Nabin Rai
by email

hilarious. Tragically, it also
reflects how many Nepalis feel
about Nepal in these days. We
have to face so much gloomy
news that the only way to stay
sane is by looking at it with a
humorous twist. We end up
mocking ourselves for all the
faults that we have, because
viewing everything in a serious
light just makes us realise how
plainly stupid some things are.
We have become a nation of
parody and Kunda Dixit, know-
ingly or otherwise, reflects that.
Diwakar Thapa
Palo Alto, California

PRO-PANCHAYAT

CK Lal is as usual abusive in his
latest column (“Memories of the
future” #57). Why does Lal have to
curse the Panchayat system for

everything? The king's rule was a gg::f:zg::“g error
thousand time better than the Gobinda Das Rajkarikar's

Nepali Congress' rule. Even the
worst Panchas were better than
best Congressis and Communists.
Today's leaders are all crooks and
none of them is sincere like
Khadga Bahadur Singh and Nav
Raj Subedi. For Nepal to develop
like other countries, King
Gyanendra should become like his

name was incorrectly identified
in Nepali Society, “Gobinda's
sweet tooth” #67.

The Friends of the Bagmati
workshop was held at the Teen
Dewal Mandir in Teku and not
atthe Ram Mandir as stated in
Happenings, #66. -Ed
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RAMYATA LIMBU
INBOLDEPHERICHE
s the light that draws them
to Bolde Pheriche, a village

perched high on a hill herein
Cenral Nepal, a two-hour
walk above the banks of the
Saptakosi rivr.

"The solar-powered lights,a
beacon in the darkness that
stretches for miles around, ells
them that the doctors from
Dhulikhel h ived. “The

Common cases of gastrocnteritis,
fractures,inflammation and fever
are treated on the spor, while
more complicated cases are sent
o the referral hospital in
Dhulikhel. Ina room adjoining
the crowded consultation
quarcers, frec operations take
place in quick succession with
the medical team breaking
briefly for lunch.

“Operating here is much
now,” says Dr

lights are kept on all night long so
people from the surrounding
area can see them, Even in the
villages across the river,” says
Kanchi Tamang,

Kanchiis onc of hundreds of
villagers who have turned up ac
the health centre here. She is
waiting to be examined by a team
of young doctors and nurscs
struggling to keep up with the

Ram Kantha Makaju, as he
removes a tumour bigger thana
ennis ball from a patient’s back.
Next he operates on a hydrocele,
a collection of watery fluid in
the scrotum, and a hernia. Next
is avascctomy. The facilities are
much better now. Two years ago
visiting surgeons operated inside
the crumbling premises of the
government sub-health post

lengthening line of patiens. while staff held torches and

towels o catch falling dust.
Today, the post is empty,
overshadowed by this spanking
new health centre built with
help from Friends of Bolde, a
team of German well-wishers

Dr Makaju was instrumental
in setting up the Dhulikhel
Hospical,the closest thing 02
community hospiral in Nepal,
and its four satelite health
stacions in Kavre and Dhading.
Nowself-sustaining, run by
cfficient medical staffon land
donated by the people of
Dhulikhel and with infrastruc-
wre buile with the help of
European wellwishers, 16,000
operations have taken placc at
Dhulikhel and 135,000 patients
have been treated in the past
fiveyears.

Today, its health outreach
centre in Bolde s a compact
stoneand cement building

complete with a pharmacy, a
Iab, a consultation room, and an
operation room. The centre
serves 30,000 people from as far
away as the neighbouring
disericts of Ramechhap and
Sindhuli, nearly two-day’s

walk away.

“The medicines at the health
postin my village are not
effective, so I come here,” says
72-year-old Bhim Lal Pant. A
weakand sickly Pant walked
two hours uphill to sec the
doctors. Villagers, mostly
women, walked up the same
route while the health station
was being construcred. They
cach regularly carried 50 kg bags
of cement for six hours while
others broke rocks to make the
natural stone wall.

“I¢'s good o sce people
gerting health care,” says Horst
Schmel who with his wife Ursula

There’s plenty wrong with rural
health care in Nepal—lack of
political will, a stifling bureaucracy,
and poor awareness. Then again,
some things are going well.

|

Villagers (18 1) waic cheir turn to be
Bolde Pheriche

115 about

and their friends raised about
$100,000 for the centre. The
couple are from near Munich,
Germany, where thereis one
docto for every 300 patients.
On average Nepal has only

one doctor for 20,000 people (in
remote areas it can be as much as

1:100,000) and a poor rural road
nerwork, health scations like this
oncin Bolde play an important
role in taking care to the Nepali
countryside, and compliment the
government's own nerwork of
rural health faciliics.

Nepal's New Health Policy

One such volunteer, Kumari, distributes oral rehydration salts
to villagers and explains how to use these in a medical
emergency. Women, men, and children come to her usually
seeking medicine for a fever, upset stomachs, or first aid for
injuries. Kumari also often assists mothers in childbirth.
After that, she sits down with them to tell them about healthy
food for themselves and their families and the schedule they
need to follow for immunisation and Vitamin A drops for their
babies.

Itisn't always easy, though. Seated on the mud floor of a
small hut, Kumari's counterpart Bimala alternately coaxes
and threatens Sukmaya to take her son for immunisation
shots at the government's free vaccination camp in the
village. Sukmaya, who has already lost two infants, is not
sure it will help. She'd rather go to a faith healer.

HERE AND THERE

exaggerate wrongdoingand ill-intent. Few of us have the comprehen-
sive reference points needed to make sense of what is going on at the

I tisfar too casy, when things are so grim, to invent demons, or to

moment,
Hedogybind it cnic—soneof sty b, Theonlybnes
approach aregular

basis, W md “oread, watch TV, lisen o rdioandaboveal e, k.

Sowesitin Nepal, or Pakistan, or London or America.and stay up far
00 latc, agonising, laughing and crying, Anyonc who hasn't changed hisor
her mind many, many times during the past weeks isn’ to be trusted. The
sheer horror of the tacks on the United States have yet o really hi home
for most of us. What I can't yet come to terms with s that how litle
convergence there has been berween worldviews.

Thavelong el with the intensity of religious faith, that the “clash of
civlisrons” wasagross oersimplifiction ha verooked the role of

ind ci e. Yet 11 September

wasa pnwerfuﬂv direct challenge to that view.
Ash vmtchui the World T radc Centre towers mllapvc in l)clhx 1 w-.n

Two months after |,

by DANIEL LAK

The Americans aren’t angels, but they are accountable to
the press, Congress, human rights activists, the

opposmon, sceptlcs like Noam Cho

fihe Palestinans, Amrican svaggeing andncpicde n
ion

by peopll thovgh some
ofthemsay, i d houandsdied tharche | an
d dit, that faul hi
st whict wa Midlechs roonl
Z Lind \mrdmflndlan

u)cmlogle)lpmkarCup\a et somchov g mgumcu.mfmm the
actonsofmench

ersely rational. But no, | hink nor.
AsmuchTd 10\’: tosce Ariel Sharon on rial for the war crimes of Sabra
and Shatila, as much as | have long feltthat Isracls behaviour towards the
Palestinians s crucl and—ultimarely—againstics own seinterest, that's
notwhatis behind heattackson Americ

iolent men for
he classicd f\hc word.
Friends in Turkey, Brazll and elsewhere in the developing world
reported similar reactions, within themselves as well as without. I felt the
‘western liberals’ version of that. I wanted to blame Israel, Ariel Sharon, the

Noris ignorance to blame, noracall
On the contrary,  picture is emerging of horrible clarity—the men at the
controls of plancloads of screaming passengers, the p; d back room
boswholidbe gmundwm'k pethapscven Osaabin Laen i his cave

in h hatred in th North

msky and Edward Sald

drich kids who

joined the Baader Memhofgmg in Germany in the 1970s. They hae,and

theyacton tht hated.
i hoh

American racist

d the cause of the Palestinians or the
y intheworld o find dwith the
perpetrators of the acts of 11 Seprember. Have the Americans done
anythingsimilar toanyone clscz No, they haven't. They have backed a
catalogue ofvilkins around the world, they have leapt in and outof
woubled, complexsituations usully to the detriment of all concerned. But
they haven’ flown plancloads of innocents into buildings. They are not
angels—far from it. But they are accountable, eventually, and not just
before their version of God. The press, Congress, human rights activists,
the opposicion, sceptics like Chomsky and Said, all hold the powers-that-
bein America to account. Eventually. Who, save Rumsfeld, Bush and
othersarc holding al-Qacda o account?

No, Isill don'tthinkiesright to bomb Afghanistan further nto the
Stone Age. I sill el politics should have been given more time to topple
the ghastly Taliban regime, that money, dolars should rain down on
Afghanistanand everyothe hellol hatspawns hatred. They—the

wowrap pointless military campaign
sometime soon and this ime, spend as frcly o schools,roads an
irrgaion asthey did on Tomahawks.

“But they need to defeat Al Qeda and every other group that thinks
i right o kil the innocent. And we—the people—need to build
consensuson that pointaround the world. We could start by behaving
with logic, generosity and justice, everywhere and atall imes.

mote than the

1991 visualises a wide and
efficient rural network hat
takes health care to the ward
levelin villages by carrying out
Gaun Ghar,or community
clinics. While district and city
hos
services, the nerwork of 137
primary health care centres
headed by docrors, the 745
health postsand 3,185 sub
health posts, cach staffed by an
ausiliary health worker and a
female maternal and child
health worker, provide preven-
tive and essential clinical care,
aswellas counselling and
awarencss-raising srvices.

“The structure is extremely
well-developed,” says Dr Laxmi
Raj Pathak, director of the
Family Health Division, the
focal point for the reproductive
health programmes of govern-
mentand non-government
organisations. “But noall of
the components are functional.”
Nepal’s health care scctor is
constrained by several factors.
According 0 2 2000 World
Bank Study (Nepal:Operational
Issuesand Prioritisation of
Resources in the Health
Sector), public scctor spending,
including donor expenditure, on
health care is a mere $3.10 per
person per year—far less than
the $12 (1993 priccs) necded to
providea basic package of
health care services in a
developing country. The result,
the reporc says, arc gross
inadequacies in terms of
infrastructure, human resources,
and service delivery.

“Thesituation has worsened
because of a one-pill-fit-all
approach. “Dolpaand
Pachaliya, cwo vastly different
arcas—oncin the mountains,
the other in the tarai—get the
same supply of drugs,”says Dr
Aruna Uprety, a health and
reproductive rights actvist.

In addition, most health
facilitieslack personncl and are
perpetually short of essential
drugsand supplics. “Extreme
povertyand lack of health
cducation both discourage
people from sccking health care,
but the country’s rugged terrain
also limits access to health
facilities,” adds Uprey.

In the recent budget the
government commitred itsclf ro
adding three more beds for
maternity care in cach clectoral
area. But so far, there are no
signs of that happening.
“Everyone from the planning
commission to the government
has been going on about the

stress curative

The health e in Bolde

high maternal morcaliy rae and
safe motherhood. They should
actually do something f, as they
say,itis a priority afier family
planning,”says Pathak.

Nepal's demographics reval
the poor state of health in the
country: the fertility rate s 4.6,
the infant mortality rate s 79
per 1,000 live birchs, and
maternal mortality is about 5.4
per thousand live births, one of
the worst satistis in the world.
Half the children under five
suffer from malnutrition, life
expectancyat birch isa mere 57
years , and just 29 percent of the
population ofchild bearing age
uses contracepives.

Even under relatively
optimistic scenarios, says the
Bank's reporc, Nepal’s popula-
tion i likely to grow at about 2
percentannually in the
forsceable future. This would
double the populacion in 35
years, putting cnormous pressure
on the country’s already meagre
health services. Infectious
discases, maternal and prenatal
ailments, and nutritional
deficiencies are the major causs
of sickness and death in Nepal,
accounting for 50 percent of all
deaths and 69 percent of iscase.

‘The Bank repor suggests
what many health care profes-
sionals have been saying all
along—that programs are simply
notwell managed or coordinated
with cach other, that their roles
areill-defined, and that there s
not enough decentralisation at
any level, whether budgeting or
monitoring the operation of
health posts.

But the more basic reason

In a hamlet in Makwanpur, FCHV Chinimaya Rumba, in her
early fifties, can neither read nor write. But on vaccination
days, she gets the teacher to record the names of the
children who have taken shots. Rumba knows all the village
children by name. She knows who has missed a shot and
who needs to be cajoled to come. It's difficult work, and
Rumba says that ‘it can be pain.” She sometimes feels the
urge to just quit. And she isn't alone. Quite a few women
health workers stop after a few years.

Rumba is constantly on call, works odd hours, and has
quite a job persuading stubborn mothers. And she doesn't
get paid either. But what keeps her going, says Rumba, is
the thought that she has come to mean so much to the
village. The sentiments, no doubt, of many of these women
who are the backbone of rural health care in Nepal.

that health care, especially for
women and children, is not
improving fast cnough, is lack of
political and burcaucratic will
which, inits turn, has more
socially-roored causcs.

Argues Uprety, “This is not
only about hospirals, doctors, and
medicines, It s more about
recogising women as humans,
about gender equality, good
nutricion, sanitation, and aware-
ness.” On a ten-day visic to far-

western Nepal, Uprety came
across 1,600 women, close to
onc-quarter of whom suffered
from prolapsc of the utcrus
mostly caused by oo many
babics, and heavy workloads.

Most health analysts ac-
knowledge the role of an csti-
mated 48,000 Female Community
Health Volunteers at the fore-
front of the battle to slash the
high child and maternal mortaliry
levels in the countryside.]
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“The princess had asked the pilot
to circle Rara for a better view...”

The Ecuriel helicopter of Fishtail Air had just taken off from
Gamgadhi army base on the shores of Lake Rara at
11.25AM. It circled to gain altitude, and suddenly plunged
down into the icy waters. Within less than a minute, accord-
ing to eyewitness accounts, it had sunk.

Dr Rishi Khatri, who was sitting at the back of the helicop-
ter with Princess Prekshya, Sharada Singh and Iswor
Basnet, was flung out of the craft. Despite an injured leg, he
managed to swim to shore. It took the army personnel nearly
45 minutes to row out to the crash site that was 1 km away.
There, amidst the debris of floating seats and pieces of the
cockpit, they found Sharada Singh.

Incredibly, she was alive despite having severe head
injuries and being unconscious. Both Sharada Singh and Dr
Rishi Khatri were airlifted to Nepalgunj and are now in
hospital in Kathmandu.

According to rescuers, the body of Princess Prekshya
also floated to the surface a while later and was retrieved.
The helicopter went down near the north-eastern comer of
Rara where the lake is an estimated 200 m deep. The
remote and scenic lake is itself situated at over 2,700 m.
Army personnel who resumed rescue operations on Tues-
day couldn't even see the wreckage.

“Rabin Kadaria was a very experienced pilot, he has done
very difficult missions at high altitude,” retired Major Bikash
Rana of Fishtail Air told us. “The helicopter was not over-
loaded, there doesn't seem to have been a malfunction.”
Rana says special diving equipment is being flown in later
this week to retrieve the other three bodies and as much of
the wreckage as possible.

Khatri has been quoted by visitors at his hospital as
saying that Princess Prekshya had asked the pilot to circle
over Rara so she could get a better view of the lake when the
craft dropped down into the lake while turning.

A Fishtail Air Ecuriel helicopter of the type that crashed in

Rara on St

Maoists and marijuana

Living under Maoist rule has brought at Ieasl one henem o
the villagers living in the north-western parts of Makwanpur
district. Since the Maoist “people’s government” was de-
clared there—meaning there is no police presence—farmers
in the dozen or so Village Development Committees have
turned their attention to nurturing their preferred cash crop:
marijuana. Previously, police carried out frequent raids and
burnt marijuana harvests. The Maoists, who had earlier
declared the area a “marijuana free zone” by continuing the
police practice, appear to have changed their minds. Appar-
ently, they're happy to tumn a blind eye as long as they too, like
other local protectors, including mainstream politicians and
some men in uniform, get their cut of the profits from the sale
of the narcotic across the border in India. By one report, last
year police got their hands on 8,000 kg of marijuana and
destroyed the crop in 74.5 hectares.

No salt

There's a sugar shortage in Kathmandu and residents are
angry that they may not be able to prepare sweets during
Tihar. But in Dolpa, the situation is a little different. Residents
there are worried about a more basic commodity, salt. With
supplies from the Salt Trading Corporation (STC) nowhere in
sight and salt from Tibet not there yet, most Dolpa residents
don't have the salt they need. The reason for the shortage is
the inability of STC contractors to transport salt. The corpora-
tion has set aside nearly 700 quintals of salt for the remote
district. But, says the District Development Committee, none
of that is getting there, depriving people in two dozen Village
Development Committees of one of the necessities of life.

Nirk = 1 m
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VILAGE VOICE

INARUWA, SUNSARI - Itis
common knowledge that therearen’t
cnough docrorsin Nepal, cspeciallyin
ruralareas. Kathmandu Valley itsclis
full of doctorsand soare maybea v
othertowns. But theresimplyaren't
cnough doctorsin mosedisrice
hospital

by DR MILAN PIYA|

How much is too much?

doctors posted there by the
Ministry of Health, che hospital has
been adopted asa teaching centre
by the BP Koirala Institute of
Health Sciences (BPKIHS) in
Dharan. And for the astseven
years, many have been pmwdcd
here, oimp

intheab fasingle doctor. The

health carcand also cxp e

statusof health services in most pats

doctors of tomorrow to the

el

There are simply not enough doctors
in rural Nepal. But one lucky district
hospital doesn’t value those it has.

theiinstitute decides what to do
with the internship program. But
the factis, that none of us s trribly
enthusiasticabout goingback and
risking another beating, Itsounds
harsh, but [ can’t help thinking that
the services given o Inaruwa's
hospital by the BP Koirala institute
should be suspended, ac lease
temporaily,so the people there:
relise hatthey have as much o
gain from h as

SOMEWHERE IN NEPAL

by PUSKAR BHUSAL

-

Prachanda comes alive- -

A newspaper down south gives us some insights into
the prlvate Ilfe of 'lhe Man Who Can’t Be Fathomed.

becominga full-time poliican. Is
tharwhare hediscovered thar“colonia-
fsm, feudalism, imperialism,

® oo cpialismand revisionismarcall

the | bace” Justathought) Althoughi's
Vtfce | unclearwhether he chose is nomd

guerreafter the “Prachanda Gorkha”,

constitution. But this fa

thegovermenfom s eponsibly

()thp.\K;\ma] D domedout

addicted obufflomilk. For | maguinesand they musthave made

someonewho eligiously o
despisesthe opium of the massesthe | actualy ke, U

choice of stimulants to advance the
cuse mus( have been limited indeed.
C

KumarNepal, s foincdotherkey
Lefisladers aa mecring with the
eader i the Indomcieyof

touphold: 0
information on The Fierce One. I've
hcud rumours of frequent Prachanda-

busted by the Ranas in 1931, the
Maoist chicfiain scems to have:

wedo, ifnot more. And they need
to understand that weare not
cxperimenting on them or playing
with theirives, but merely working
under the guidance of our seniors
whilegining experience. Afeal,

Dad, too, has beenliving with
his own share of gricf., (“I'm paincd
nP:

thesudden shifisin Maoist actcswith
cvery tum ofevents.In the st six

when I hear that peop
Killed on my son'’s orders.”) He
hasn'tscen Pushpa Kamal since
1995 and doesn't know where his
wifeand children live, That's no
small sacrifice, especially when many
people probably can't sop staringac
him—cither out of awe o antipa-

from“undedared operatonaluniy”
with the palace o institutionalising
the post-1 June embryonic republic.
“Thelastwe heard from Prachanda,
the Maoists have decided notto
presstheir demand for a People’s
Republicof Nepalin peace talks

daissaid togulp hecapial. Actally, v | drawn lssons from the movement | thy—every rime heakesa vl with the government.
down o largegasscsoffsh mil— | i Iwecksago,refused to peopev on the need to maintin sict through the n “This shiff scems to be guided as
iled ugu—each answiera reporter’s quesi bearsuik I I I sectecy. Prachands, whoinsissonusing | much by the wring onthe vl
! s rai hether Prachandareallylooked liked | features we've scen in those grainy “The man th ! the royal pluralin around Tri-Chandra Campus s by
fonl\c]al:slncwxfmmNcpal India | whathedocsin those pictures, Nepal, | newspaper pictures. Buc I nevercould | responsible for the deathsof up to catements hat his soldi he post-11 September
andcherestofthe Milky Way gl | whosuraed fomhisownunder- | makeou forsureince n(\neohhmx 2000peaple—mosofther hsoun lves o fight the sec Allhis
dd i men lenched s pasd all. | Indian Army, which he believes will | sounds like genuine realpolick. But
igh ivateli liparty laghedofihe | by d decply | Prachandssbigget mmhﬁ that ! h Prachanda still believes the Maoist
Ncpa]wcbel m{h\eﬂ’mwﬂckmz quennlfmuns\ver\\nuldha\*e s leak hewas notby hi s sid governmentin Kathmandu. “[[Jewill | revolution will be completed very
n whohu:alls istdogs” shedied. When shewas diagnosed | by d thing Il | soon, and notin the remore future.

runningsmoothyin the Dhankuta <outh The piceserved oshed much- | confdenily: Buthewags his il atalotof with blood cancerin 1995, Pushpa
and Morang District Hospicals needed lighton a soul that has casta Prchanda may beoncofihe things. Heisa passionate fan of Kamaland his brother got her
without problems. longshad Ji polic dd's most ders, but Karisma Manandharand issid to admmcd(uBermpml Hespenta
Itishard to understand the thedark I hadowy ch fivesthar | travel ik osceher mvis. Pushpa b mlhel\ospﬂ.{l but
jsm to sikarudoctorsall hotographs of rachandahavesofar | interetthe publi ﬂmn(sd,rhs Kamal acrually descri finthe | had

ongwith consul forthe people of Inaruwa, whohave | While Pmacit, Iwouldalso | especiallyin Inaruwa. Afirall, noone
deparmcnes. They hp runhe beaten up DHOsonseverl like to take theair out o the isagreat cardiologistorace neurosur-
i andevenanurse | widespread belicfthat tyingavery | geon from thewomb. I supposesome
seniesatany imeofdayornight | justa few months ago. L as presnt | tight toumiquet ouat ke bit | ofhishas o dovwiththelocl quacs
under fiheconsule- | arth readingthe | ishelpful. A orniquershouldbe | andunlicensed pharmacistswho
amsandthedoconsingovemment | artilin Kantipus elethenced o | tiod eavingone fingeridthworthof | aboundinrurilareas Asforme,
service posted there. scrthe record scraight. xtraroom, sothat the blood supplyis | intend o remaina i ,
Well, by Nepalistandards,chis “Thearcl dtwo nothampered, butlympharicd m\dkccpmynlfopcnmalld\crclsm

isalor of docrors. So I guess some
people thinka few can be spared.

“sikaru doctors trying o reara
woman who had been bitcen bya

isblocked. Thisis because90
percent—ifnot more—of thesnakes

know. Iisintercsting, though, how
peopletend o forgt thatdocorsae

ofNepalis pathetc,and thatiswhy | conditions ina not-too well- Thoscofyouwho read Kanipur | snake. According to the repor, mostofus ot o human.
thegovermmentisopeningsomany | cquipped hospital. Now,consule- | may have noticed asmalltem these doctors released the tourni- | poisonous Ifyou tieavery tight whetheron’snearand dearor
newmedical ollges ans specilst docors) from tucked avay in theiinside pagesin | quet from her legand reappled it | tournique, I fiom | doctorsthemel ly die
Butl ised to find out the BD he cdition of 17 October. The | incortecly, lettng the poison enteringthebloodstcam,burwith | Doctorsaren'tgod.
that the Sunsari District Hospital | Koiraainstitutegowithstudents | reporesaid that the people of chrough her body. They then are msb oodsupplyctoff, thspran Tedissppointed me that people
in Inaruwa has quitea few docors. | three timesa weck to rovide Inanava had baten up thedocoor | sid ohavecalledthe DHO, who ingandservinghad
Infact, for the people of Inaruwa, | specialistcarcin Inaruwa’sout patient | in charge ofthe distrct hospital ly referred the patientto | devel Whetherthesnike | cuevharwe weredoingtherefr
there seem tobe toomany. Ifyou | department (OPD). Andforthepast | (the District Health Officer,or | the BP Koirala institute in Dharan. | was poisonousor not thisparcofthe | seven years [owasn'tthe physical
arcfrom Inaruvaand fslothr- | threyears abouthlfadorennevly | DHO),afwohee mermbersofthe | And,sinceth patint dicdonthe | body willumbhckandbecon- | being— vasonlyitby two
wise,Lapologise. The hospital there | gradunted intemnshavebeenposted | hospitaltaff, and two ‘sikaru way, an angry mob beat upall these | pltely usl Meanwhi et which I blocked
hasnever been short of rained there 24 hoursaday,sevendaysa | doctors,referring, [ guess, tous peopleat the hospital. The gistof | anor- (otﬂlghtmumlqusrw)“ offandbroke_burheariudeofthe
medicl pofesioals.Besidesthe | weckand 365 daysayeinronaion, | inerns. Noeatotallynew coneep | theanicescemed obethatthe | read fthe poison.
inems were h czsc,lamdmlkfulmatwhmd\c
death ofth d that the di th authe
bexingadministered by themob | themselves, oosely,as they doonvaytheyranineo e 6 il

TALK 1O ANYUNE

wassomeho justifcd.
Well, he snake had bitcen the
patienton the handand noton the
g and there was a physician from
ourinstitute who supervised the
whole treatment from start o
finish. And he, after discussingic
with the DHO, referred the paient
to Dharan because the Sunsari
District Hospital did not have
equipment forartificialrespiration,
which shewould probably require
soon. The DHOand anintern

should be. I see no etror on the
part of any of the docors in
Inaruwa in this case.

Butthanks tothe brave’ young
men from Inaruwa, thete won'tbe
to0 many doctors there, a least for
the time being, One of the doctors
was offcally transferred toa
diffenchospiala o days befoe

and 75 kg—and notawoman doctor.
Shewould have merthe same freas
the nursewho wasbadly beaten up
and kicked by Inaruwa'sbravesca few
monthsago. | feel bad for the nexe
doctoron governmentservicewho
willbe posted here.

“This Dasain [ prayed forthe
peopleof Inarusa. May the lord give
e ood et ] thecood

theincident, leaving

doctor there on government service.
Since he was beaten up, my guess is
the remining doctor vill gt

elephoned t depar-
‘ment in Dharan to inform them
chat this patient was on the way.

himself
quit. And for now, us interns have
been posted back to Dharan, while

him orsimply

SUBSCRIPTION NOW
MADE EASIER IN
BIRATNAGAR, POKHARA
AND NEPALGUNJ

EastemRegionOfiice : Traffic Chowk, Bratnagar, Tel: 021-24845,
Khadka

Contact Umeshl
WestemRegionOfiice : NewRoad, Pokhara, Tel: 061-32705,
Contact DugaPrasadHumagain
MickWestemOfice  : Tribhuwan Chowk, Nepalgun, Tek: 081-23848,
Contact ShadevKorala

&
sense to realise that there aren’t that
manydoctorsin Nepal. 0

(Dr Milan Piya is an intern with
the BP Koirala Institute of Health
Sciences.)
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ROBIN SAYAMI

gulps down two big glasses of fresh, frothy milk—unboiled

and without sugar—at the crack of dawn before switching on
the small Sony radio for the latest news from Nepal, India and
around the world. Station-surfing over, he sits down to read and
write, often dictating to a confidante. The morning routine never
changes. Neither does the security cover for one of South Asia’s
most wanted men—16 bodyguards with AK-47s—a human shield
that the enemies of Nepal's Fidel Castro have not dared to test.

Pushpan (sic) Kamal Dahal alias Prachanda rules one-third
of Nepal after a six-year-old civil war that has claimed 2,000 lives
in the once-peaceful Himalayan kingdom. Even Kathmandu
admits that its writ doesn't run anymore in 25 out of 73 (sic)
districts where the Reds run a parallel government—collecting
taxes, running schools, hospitals post offices, buses and
dispensing justice. And the goal of the revolutionary army of the
Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist) fighters, led by the charis-
matic Comrade Prachanda, is to quickly capture the other two-
thirds still ruled by Nepal's constitutional monarch, King
Gyanendra Bir Bikram Shah Dev, and Prime Minister Sher
Bahadur Deuba’s Nepali Congress Party.

“The Maoist revolution will be completed very soon, not in the
remote future,” says the shadowy rebel boss who moves from
bunker to bunker. He is one of the most secretive mass leaders
in the world, with only two photographs of him known to exist.
The Nepali medi and TV ch: | y the
same pictures day after day. But his hardline views are well-
known. “All moderates are opportunist hogs, | detest them.
There is no alternative to people's war and the gun is the best
tool for social transformation.”

Prachanda, who underwent military training while at univer-
sity, adds gleefully, “Ultimately we will have to fight the Indian

Prachanda‘ or The Powerful One, is addicted to buffalo milk. He

offthe polc.“Lhinkics he biggest
havcevermade,”he
says Did hissense of forfiture inany

profileasan casy-going, l'un-lovmg
' danced o

played football volleyball, and
laadd: Itrrns ot hathe b

capturelots of guns from them. Tewill
be our national war of independ-
ence.” So the Dunai and Rukumkot
assaults were just trial runs for the
big one. That kind of self-possession
is laudable in a leader, but the
problem is that it sounds more like
acordial nvitation tothe Bharati

way fortfy Prachands’s desire o use
handd

s Agencyfox

I ‘oachieve political ends

hingin through
the back door.
Such concernsare magified by

s chis kind of obfuscation that
obscures the insurgents'real
intentions. I probably haven't read
cnough about the Long March and
the Great Leap Forward o under-
stand the true significance of such
pussyfooting, But I do know chat
two glasses of frothy buffalo milk are
very fichin fat content, Comrade,
just make sure you keep your
cholesterollevels under control. 0

POWER PLAY

An Indian journalist’s account of meeting
“the world’s most secretive leader.”

Army. And it will be a very good thing because we will capture a
lot of guns from them. It will be our national war of independ-
ence.” His logic is that New Delhi will, sooner or later, come
to the rescue of the Nepal government tottering under heavy
Maoist assault

According to Prachanda, colonialism, feudalism, imperial-
ism, capitalism and revisionism are all bad. All peasants are
good. And politicians are bad.

He entered Leftist politics in 1971 through a faction of the
Communist Party, moving on to more radical groups, eventually
ending up at the top of the Maoist faction in the mid-1990s.

Born on 11 December, 1954, in Dhikurpokhri village of Kaski
district in the Himalayan foothills, Prachanda was christened
Chabilal by his father Muktiram Dahal, who worked as a farm
hand. When he was seven, the family migrated to Shivnagar in
southern Nepal. At the Narayani High School, he apparently
impressed his teachers so much with his intelligence and
conduct that they rechristened him Pushpan Kamal after the
lotus, a symbol of purity and beauty. “As a child, he never lied
or fought with other children. In fact, he was called to mediate
and resolve disputes,” says Muktiram, who hasn't seen his
son since 1995.

After school, Prachanda enrolled at the Rampur Agricultural
College, a 30-minute bicycle-ride from Shivnagar. “Students
staretd coming to our house. | leamed that he was dabbling in
politics. | told him—we are poor, we can't afford politics, politics
can destroy us. Even today, I'm pained when | hear that people
are being killed on my son's orders.”

Prachanda describes himself as an easy-going, fun-loving
schoolboy who sang and danced and played football, volleyball
and kabaddi. “But one day | saw a moneylender insulting my
father. My father fell at the moneylender's feet. But the money-
lender kicked him. It lit a fire inside me. It was a political lesson |

L 8 T
“We offer promotional rate”

Nepal Wildiife Resort: Thakurdwara-6, Royal Bardia National Park.
Kathmandu Office: Thamel, Kathmandu, Nepal

“Best Resort in the best location at Roval Bardia National Park™

« Seminar hall with 65 Pax capacity
+ View Tower

We specialize in
« Elephant Safari
«Jungle Walk
« Bird Watching

®olphin Tour
«Widlife Rafting
« Culture Dance

237, Tel.: 258492 E-mail: nwr@mos.com.np, www.nepalwildife.com.np
Japan Office: Tokyo to Sumida Ku 3-40-6 Kyoujima. Japan E-mail: tourist@syd.odn.nejp TellFax: 03-52473585

never forgot. It changed the course of my life.”

Despite his Leftist leanings, after graduation Prachanda worked
for USAID for a few months, before plunging full-time into politics.
But long before that, he married Sita Paudal. Nobody knows where
Prachanda's wife and children live. Not even Muktiram.

The battle-hardened Prachanda’s biggest regret is that he
was not by his mother's side when she died. “She had blood
cancer and in 1995 we admitted her to the Bir Hospital, the best
in Kathmandu. My brother and | spent a month with her in the
hospital. But somebody tipped off the police and I had to vanish
before they nabbed me. | think it is the biggest personal sacrifice
| have ever made.”

But the uncompromising fighter conceded that he has a
sweet tooth. He is also a passionate fan of Karisma Manandhar,
the Madhuri Dixit of Nepal, and is known to travel miles to see
her new releases. However, for Prachanda, the cause is all-
consuming. “Maoism today is spreading faster than yesterday,”
he maintains firmly. 0 (The Sunday Times of india)
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BIZ INEWS

Spendmg rules

The government has announced new expenditure regulations to tighten spending on projects. Finance.
Minister Ram Sharan Mahat says this is to eliminate one of the “loopholes” in development administration,
which s been a htbed of oruption. The rle makes cost esclatons beyond 15 percent thiough varation

hanging designs and mid-way into const gal. One example of how
specmcalmns change is the Kali Gandaki hydroelectric project, whlch is expected to cost as much as 50
percent over the original budget by the time construction is over and the project comes on line sometime in
early 2002. The new rules also simplify bidding for construction contracts, and specify that different officials
are to do the cost estimates prior to bidding than those who eventually evaluate bids.

Nepal Lever profits down

Nepal Lever, a subsidiary stan Lever, has reporte ighly 50 percent drop in net profits in the
fiscal year that ended mid-July 2001. Profits fell from about Rs 120.5 million in July 2000 to Rs 68 million
this year, according to a company statement. The lower takings were largely due to a 27 percent drop in
export tumover compared to the year before. Lever's toothpaste exports stopped in March when India
changed the duty regime, charging it on the Manufacturer's Retail Price (MRP) and not transaction value.

The revenue from falling toothpaste sales was about Rs 50 million. Nepali exports were also made uncompeti-
tive by India's Central VAT deductions on raw material and packing duties available to Indian producers. Still,
Lever's domestic sales rose by 21 percent to Rs 704.3 million.

Mind our business

The Federation uf Nepaless Chambers of Cnmmerce and \ndus(ry (FNCCI) Inv\(ed Pr\ms Minister Sher
Bahadur Deuba over to tell him how bad things were for business. Deuba said he was willing to help and that
he'd amend labour laws. But the FNCCI's 22-point list is more wide-ranging and asks that government:
+ Guarantee industrial security

Ban strikes, bandhs and other disruptions

Give the FNCCI the power to hire and fire workers, and make other changes in labour law

End extortion and forceful donations (by Maoists and other political parties)

Hurry up with help for sick industries

Reduce visa fees and introduce multiple entry permits

Get banks to reschedule loans and interest repayments

Implement the duty-drawback re-payment scheme announced in the budget

Promptly refund the Value Added Tax owed to garment exporters.

Provide special securiy to distilleries and breweries

Exclude old bank loans from the central bank’s loan recovery directives

Provide immunity to old borrowers.

Silly season

This Tihar, think about doing business the next festive season.

cpalundeniably needsagood
Kickin the pants o spur
cconomicgroweh, And
obviously mkingamonth offisthe
waytodoit, Dasinand Tiharare
wonderful fetval,aime o raffirm
one'scommitment o family socicty
andsoforth through the copious
swillingofliquor, catingof goatand
gamblingofffesavings.

Bu, the Beed,
eyed killoy also seesitasa month
duringwhich productiviy isata
disgracfullow, and many offices
take on the appearance of ghost
towns. Itisautumn, and mostof
the population, sensing the end of
thevamscson,unchinkingy
makes merry and, like

r the clear-
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everything,tis Beed feea frisson of
delgheatsceingthebrightlightsand
allthe husteand bustle,a nice
change from the deserted sreetsand
empty shopsonehas come o expect
athisimeofyear. Normaly,during
Dasinand Tihar women have been
homebound,artendingothe
demandsofchemenin therlives

and fdingillandsundey Wi the

they don'tremennt ndmor

recent years when there havebeen  women working, peopleate

such fow tourists. celebraringfstvals diferently, oo,
i his B vashinking i Thishishappencdalowrhe

actuallythe bese vord,andi

sateofthecconomy, based on the

thelament that so-and-so traditional

money thatchanges hands. Gambling
isasmuch parcofournational psyche
drnknoandthed 1

per,regres it through et

and since thefestval egtimiscs

¥
forsuch-and-such. Well Iask,

what'swrong with that, Peopleare
gettingoutof theirhouscsanditis

India’s Hindware has begun marketing its bathroom fittings and

tiles in Nepal, The products are to be retailed through eight r—
outlets in Kathmandu Valley, and gradually more all over

Nepal. If you are planning to redo your bathroom, this may be L
the time to do it, since the company has special opening offers |3
and freebies. Bajra & Bajracharya Enterprises also distribute
products from Somany Floor & Wall tiles, Nova Industries and
Hindware (Hindustan Sanitaryware Industries P Ltd).

“Thisyear, whilethe garment betingdayand ight, weriche thebeh holden uryofany sl
taxhavens  sespreryhighandarmind: respeci wolure
inlndra Chowkand itsby-lancs f dhemin. Weshould vl
arguethat there hast ibl Ieisabways rude sk people dreligiousorcultural
recesion, etilersneverthelessdid  sourceoftheirincome, and never themes —thais e vay o boost
db gt I ‘Tihar, neverthe- ~ domesticas well
Agood 1\ d less, there ought to b hingthat — tourism. Th ild bein
prelude oagood Dasin, and canbedonewheninone igh any parcof Nepal. Increasing
il proeryhasbecrionche  bus \ sihs mobiliy, beter oadsand air
| apttisyea Thedim, bucnoicable doverthree hould beleveraged
kst t andthe lfe-ime camis indh
¥ z havealso fuelled Onemayt the andhospily industis, together
optimismin vllges. Ciis ke bacchanalian lunacy hat descends h houldry
Pokharaand Dharan, which have the Nepalination in thefstve thisout nextyear. Thinkaboutitas

hioraly b by o b b

scason, bt thatdocs notblindoneto  you havewhat  hopeisa happyand

isn'tds L, and retailers,

dhngsindhemakin Foriraes

prospeous Tihar!

' [ buysawiheir
o i spxllovenmoTlhalBu[snllThzmrl

hotciersand restaurateurs there sty

tobeouton

thesaersdurng Dasin, Desic

Readers can post their views at

arthabeed@yahoo.com.

WeeklyIntemet Poll #8

Do you agtee with the Ma

‘ministers rather than loyal policemen. There is no point making other
laws, because laws are written to be broken.

No, | don't agree. First of all who are the Maoists to demand it? No
government in the world can succumb to terrorist threats. Second, they are
not the people’s representatives, they point guns at innocent people fo
agree with their rhetoric. Third, our constitution has the provision to
change itself with two-thirds majority of the pratinidhi sabha. If the Maoists
want to change the constitution, let them fight elections peacefully and
get a two-thirds majority i the house and amend it. However, this does not
this does not give our present rulers the excuse to be complacent and
ignorant towards the plight of Nepalis.
Damanendra
Government shouldn't panic. We need to think critically, and make the
tight decision that does not put the country in danger. A few years ago, the
Maoists were nobody, now they want to take over the country and change
the constitution. This is not fair on other citizens who want democracy.
Sushmita
Even though a new consfitution s not required, the present one needs to
be amended to suit the moden era. The state should be secular. The
power of the prime minister should be clearly defined, whether in mobilis-
ing the army or declaring a mid-term poll. The judiciary should be made
accountable to the people, the palace must be made more transparent
Prakash

Yes, the demand is quite right from the people’s perspective. The present
consiitution s not less democratic than any constitution of the world, but it
is only mimicry, not realty. Did the framers of the constitution get a
mandate from the people?

Dev Basu
There is nothing wrong with the current consitution, only with the people
implementing it. Nepal needs a group of honest people to be elected who
‘will run the country in its best interest, not their own. The political powers
and the powers-to-be should remember that they are elected by the people
to serve the interest of the people. If instead of worrying about who sits in
which chair and holds what powerful position, they worry about the needs of
the people, a lot of the troubles that confront us will slowly disappear,
including the trouble caused by the criminals masquerading as Maiosts. It
seems to be the nature of all those who acquire positions of power in Nepal
to become corrupt. A new constitution will not solve the problem, what is
needed is to change the way people think.

Yes. Nepal needs radical change, fresh blood, something new. If the
current politicians run the country, we are going to be poorer.

D Koirala, Biratnagar
In my opinion this is not the time to change the constitution. There is no
better ruling system than this. But it has not been handled properly by
those elected by the people. If | were a Maoist, | would get rid of corrupt

Dambar Khanal, Delhi

No, the Maoist should join the political mainstream and work to uplift
the lives of the poor and needy. Bring progress and prosperiy o the
nation, win the people’s hearts and minds. Then demand a new
consitution.

Nanda Limbu
What we need is a change of attitude, not constitution. What we need is
action, not speech, and we need to not expect that from ofhers, but set
examples ourselves.

Rajeeb Satyal
Amend the constitution, but the way the Maoists want to. The past
decade of Westminster-style parliamentary system in Nepal has bred
khaoists and Maoists. The former created the latter. The proliferation of
rank-and-file khaoists and the very existence of the Maoist insurgency
expose the structural cracks of the present Nepali constitution.

‘The current practice by which the leader of the majority party in
pariiament becomes prime minister is flawed, more critically so when no
political party has a majority. The institution of prime minister needs to
be strengthened to elect a strong leader who carries forward the national
vision as per the aspirations of the majoriy. This leadership develop-
ment process can be accomplished by electing the prime minister and
hisiher deputy directly by adult franchise for a set period of years.

The elected prime minister should form a cabinet consisting of
individuals of high ethics and proven public service from amongst
politcal parties, civil service, business, non-governmental institutions,
technocrats, educators, and other sectors of society. If MPs become
ministers, they should resign from the legislature. A simple majority of
parliament should have the power to remove any incompetent minister,
and a two-thirds majority of the whole legislature should be allowed to
impeach an incompetent prime minister, The king should remain the
commander-in-chief of the army with a set of clearly defined constitu-
tional roles. However, he should be responsible to the people.

Every decade, the Nepali people should be given an opportunity to
decide on the status of the royal institution through a referendum. A two-
thirds majority of pariiament should vote on question on the referen-
dum. A king in command of the Royal Nepal Amy would preclude the
prime minister and his entourage from being authoritarian.

With amendments of the current constitution, the multiparty political
system can be improved to create an environment where leaders can
Tise with experience from village level public office to that of prime
minister. Eventually, the system will produce principled visionary leaders
who command the respect and support of the populace in leading Nepal

winepal

sts demand for a new constitution ?

towards improving the quality of lie of all citizens. Without a democratic
political framework in place, the alternative is the danger of totalitarian-
ism, authoritarianism, anarchy, civil war, and fragmentation of the
sovereign Nepal as we know and love so dearly today.
Padam Sharma, Minnesota
It wil be real stupidity to change the constitution. But, we can certainly
consider changes that are promptly needed, such as in the case of royal
powers and so on. Itis better for Maoist to quit their crazy demands.
CL Duwal
The Maobadi are right, perhaps Nepal needs to revise its consfitution.
But this is not for them to say or do. The consensus should come from
the people and political parties. Political parties wil try to seize the
opportunity for their own beneft, so the only neutral person would be His
Majesty.
DD

I think so. Given our political situation maybe we need Mao.

Gajendra Gurung
Progress forward, not backward, Thi isnot
doing anything for the people. After 12 years it hasn't brought change. If
Nepal is to go into the 21% century, we need total change, become a
republic and have a presidential system.

Dipak Sharma
Try to understand what most Nepalis want. The constitution needs a shot
in the arm, and it isn't wise to ask the king of a tiny country to step down
when there are over three dozen ethnic groups who hate each others’
quts.
J Bruno
1 do not understand why on earth Maoist leaders are demanding a new
consiitution or a consiitutional assembly. To formulate a consiitutional
assembly, first of all there have to be elected representatives from every
constituency and then the representatives will construct a new constitu-
tion. This is a very long and complex procedure and an extravagant
economic burden for a country like ours. Prime Minister Deuba is taking
the problem seriously and positvely. Now it s the turn of the Magsts to
show similar honesty and vision. No doubt about it: the present constitu-
tion has some drawbacks, but these can be resolved though an all-party
consensus. Merely changing the constitution means nothing, what we
need is for it to be implemented in pracice.
Babulal Pakhrin
The Maoist demand for changes in the constitution has a certain validily.
The present constitution was the outcome of the popular movement, but
all segments of the people did not participate in framing the consitu-
tion. The people should have a say in the kind of constitution they want.
Aatma Shrestha

From below sea level to the
highest mountain

Nepal and the Netherlands are an unlikely, but
curiously compatible couple.

MARK TURIN IN AMSTERDAM

side from being two small
constiutional monarchics
chatsicalphabetically nexc

to each other at United Nmum
conferences, the Neth

both countics share. Nepal wants
touristsand the Dutch are tourist.
Whichever country n the world
you care to isit,you arc bound o
finda Durchie Mostarejus
travelling, bur o

Nepal appear to havelicle clsein
common. The Netherlands isa

postindustial country with wide-
reaching infrastructure,virtually no

and turn to good old-fishioncd
Calvinist Dutch entreprencurship.
From beachesin Thailand o
outposts n Alaska, thereare

12,883n 1999, In other words,
there wasa doublingofvisitors in
just o years,and these figures
don'tindlude the numberof Dutch
nationals who get their Nepali visa
acthe Chinese or Indian borders,or
acthe Tribhuvan Intenrational
Airport. To what can weattribute:
hissharp ncrease? Probably ot to
theingenious marketing srategisof
the VisicNepal 1998iniciative. The
answer comesin the unlikely formof
the Dutchairine, Transavia

Transaviaisa daughter
companyof KLM, the Dutch lag-
carrier, and has ts own fleet of 25
planes. Already awell-esablished
charterailine in the Netherlands,
the bulk of Transavias traditional
business was builcaround trans-
porting Dutch holiday-makersto
beach destinations like Ibiza and
Mallorca n the summer holidays.
Soadding Kathmandu asaseasonal
destination from Seprember to
April doverailed nicely with the
supplyand demand of their saff
and fleet,which arefully occupied
in the summer months, butless o
in the notthern winter.

Andhow Transavia came o fly
to Kathmandu sastory in s own
tigh, The unexpected catalysts
wet thecown prnces oboeh

Cas F de Stoppelaar helped bring

Transavia to Nepal.

back, one thing led to anotherand
in January 1997,
Willern-Alexander of the Nether-
lands madean offcial visic to
Nepal. Reccived, in line with
expected protocol, by then Crown
Prince Dipendr, Willem-Alesander
extendedan open invitation'atthe
end of hisstay for hishost o paya
reumvisic

1998 was ayear of growing
Dutchinterestin Nepal, particu-
larly due to the press coverage
surrounding the IMAX Everes ilm,
and the news that Nepal's crown
princewould be visiting, De
Stoppelaar, together with the
influential Dutch travelagency
OAD hich vins NepalReizer),
had been

kingdoms, d}ough
ot know things would turn out
thisway. In 1967, King Mahendra
was on an offical viic o the
Netherlands. Unfortunately,the
eveningof the oyl banquet did
norgo s planned. The palace wasa
litle frazzled, and Queen Juliana

lated nature

iy high income tax.
Nepal, foris part is essentially
non-industrial with e infra-
structure tospeak of, nor enforced
taxes for that mateer, but abound-
ingin natural beauty. Then thereis
the mostapparentand amusing

bars, hewas giving birth to
d businesses. Nepalis | the fuure crown princeof the
no xceprion: the cosy asiscalled | Nehehnds Wille-Alander
i ears thisincider

the Summic Hy

1

by their
specificallycatersto their cultural
and dietary necds,

In 1998 [h: number of Dutch

highest pointisafew hundred fect
above sea level, which in Nepal
would be swiffly dismissed asa
dhisko,

But tourism is one concern

ing Nepal sawasharp
increase. According o igares from
the Consulte ofthe Kingdom of
Nepalin Amsterdam, the oral
number of ourist visas issued were

6,649in1997,10,860in 1998 and

elped Cas F de Stoppelaar, the R
Nepalese Honorary Consul General
othe Netherlands, get Transaviato
flytoNepal.

De Stoppelaar dashed offa
lette to the Dutch Royal Palace,
pointing ut that the palace had
oncebeen responsible for ruiningan
offcal dinnerin honourof King
Mahendra. The palace rang him

Fumiture Land

theidea of opening upa direct
route between Amsterdam and

Kathmandu, somethingon the order
0f 150 seats a weel e search ran
into administrative obstacles—there
was no A Service Agreement
betwween the Netherl

220-seareraircrafea weck o

Kathmandu for 35 wecks of the
year, ransporting up to 15,400
peopleto Nepaland back. The

Nepal. Such an agreementisa
prerequisite for dircct flights to
commence between any two
‘nations. On 10 June 1998, when
the late Crown Prince Dipendra was
i the Netherlands, an agreement
was signed becvween Transaviaand
RNAC, allowingthem to fly o cach
other's capitals.

“The firse Transavia flight o
Kathmandu took offon 23
September, 1998. Inthe cockpit—
though nota the controls—was de
Stoppelaar, himselfa holderof a
piloc’slicenceand a long-time
aircraft enthusiase.

At present Transavia flies two

Fheing
leto fly directly from one’s own
country and, morcover, witha
trusted ‘home ailine cannot be
underestimated. By filling this niche
inthe marker, the Transavia service
to Kathmandu has quircliterally
placed Nepal on the map of
possibilityfora class ofolder,
wealthier, non-backpacking Dutch
tourists who might previously have
gone o Balifora beach holiday.
Andic'snotjust the Durch. The
number of Belgian tourists coming
to Nepal has jumped 15 percent
thisyear compared to lat year—
the only nationality o register an
increase. [
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Dhulikhel shows small is bountiful

ALOK TUMBAHANGPHEV .

castern tarai. Half the traffic

adingsenscofcommuniy

Mayor Shrestha’s words seriously.

)
on theancient trade route

Th
be diverted through Dhulikhel. Is

of the reason Dhulikhel isso w:]l

s third term as mayor, Shrestha

this going to ring more dhulo funis its mayor, Bel Prasad managed tobringin asuccessful
between Nepaland Tibet. Nowsthe | (dust) or dhan siche) o Shrestha. “We have set thre universicyanda modern hospical.
country's smallestand best-run Dhulkhel? objectives wewould like tomeer,” | To takefull advantage of
municipaly Dhulikhdisgeringforsome | sarsShresha.“Wevantquiiy | Kathmanda Univer which s
rush that o cducation forourchildren, betr | up homehrein 1993 o he
openingofa new highveay thatvill ial and social devel health services and the promori Fihe town, the
soon be theaonly direct road access | It helps that Dhulikhel hasa of tourism.” mumapdnyhzsbeenworkmgm
from Kathmandu Valey to the population ofonly 12,000, thereis Thereis good reason totake | improvethe qulityofeducatoninits
hools th
arcacan etinto KU Localseven
donatedalarge parcoftheland the

universiy stands on. (See“College
comestoDhuli the
counay’, #64)

Setupin 1996, the Dhulikhel
Hospital,a modern medicalfucilty
with out-patientand in-paticnc
departments, i said to b better
than many Kathimandu linics The
town has other, more pro-active
waysof keepingits resdents
healthy—ithas onc of the most
effcientand safe drinking water
systemsin the country. “Stomach
ailments caused by poor drinking
water have almost disappeared from
here,” says Govinda Neupancan
old-timeron the main strect who
runsa homeopathic medical store.

“The drinking water programis
admirable,but reachsonly seven of

“The program was sarted before
the municpalty cameino
estence, butweare uying o

when th
operational, it will providea

shortcut to castern Nepal. The fct
that Dhuiikhels 0 well mariged

establish a wholesale mark
Shipments of Chinese goods would
hopefull stop here first, encourag-
ingthe Vlly'sraders 0 ake

provide or helpic the lower prices. The
vardsaswell, syshe mayor. Muging eficc—harild e road wouldalso make i for
look that affli highway Dhulikhel to
Dhnlxkhel youseeslgnsofchange junctionsin Nepl. pososand mdk
Dhulikhels ravel brers. "How
constructedwxd-x thehelpofrhe forfullsclevar Since thewa(cr mnhul.u.elbemppmgpmm
I when Banepa, 15 minutes down the

artfical ke son he wayasan
attraction, The town

PPY
univeriy moved in, real estate has
ut,

road, isalready a major business
centte?”asks Biswa Shrestha, who

hasalso conserved the forestinits | with the help ofa German has been running the M View
bacmd whichisnowajungle | govermentgant, the municipality | Guest Housefor 14 ycars.

s aleadystated b Dhlikhel and B dured
DhuhkhelmNamuBudeuTh: park o mak centuriesof healt

h here, “Weplan | and the tradition endures. Icisn’tas
and bird warchers flock here,as d dand

tocashin on this

if residents of Dhulikhel don't like

Kathmanduiteson weckend picnics.
But the mostimporant change
will be the Banepa-Bardibas
highvay being buil by the Japa-
nese, 22 km of which has just been
completed. Inanother five years,

the region intoa major trading
point that offers better deals to
trdersthn Kathmandu.” ays
Shrestha. Th

theideaof developing their town.
Theyareallforit. In fact, the
Sanjeevani High School here was
buile with th ll

Dhulikhel notin the tourism
industry will, he hopes, work to

homeby Dhulikheites who
ventured furcher. The problemis

time. Many residentsare geting
impatient, waiting for the benefits
o trickle down. “A handfl of
moneyed entrepreneurs have
profited from the tourism
industry. Smaller ones ke us
haveit hard.” says Purna Man of
the Nawaranga Restaurantand
Guest House. Others,like Purna
Bahadur Karki, a teacherat the
Sanjeevani High School, remain
hopeful, “Ifthereis proper
infiastructue ourism here could
domuch berter,” hesays.

Dhulikheliswifily wrning
intoamodern municipaliy, with
good infrastructure. It sella
united town where citizensare
very much concerned with
development. What it needsasic
moves forward s consensus, oits
residents continue to havea say in
the future oftheir town. Mohan
Prasad Shrestha who ownsa
stationery shop summed it up:
“Dhulikhel people have always
shown muchlove fo this place
evenifthey do not live here. The
important ting nowisforall o
usto remain united, whether we
arc hotelcrs, frmers, or other
professionals.” |

Things to see

Whether it's a mountain sunrise you're after, or 400 km
of horizon from the Annapurnas in the west to Numbur in
the east, the Himalayan skyline dominates Dhulikhel. And
unlike that Thamel-on-the-Hill, Nagarkot, Dhulikhel has
culture with its old Newari heritage. At 1,500 m it is also
milder in winter than Nagarkot.

Dhulikhel was once known by the Buddhist name of
Shrikhandapur and still has a few Buddhist stupas in
memory of the old days. Namo Buddha is an interesting
and pleasant three-hour hike from the town, and has a nice
mix of Buddhist flavour and old Hindu temples. Dhulikhel
also has several ancient temples dedicated to Sweta
Bhairava, Hari Siddhi, Shiva, and Narayana, each with an
interesting story related to how they came into being.

There are plenty of other short hikes to undertake from
Dhulikhel, but one of the best is the pleasant half-hour
uphill from Dhulikhel to the telecommunication tower. Walk
through a lush forest echoing with the chattering of racquet
tailed drongos and turtle doves to come to a temple dedi-
cated to Kali. If you can manage to wake up early and get up
there, it is a sunrise you will remember for years.

And there are more than a dozen hotels to stay for the
night if you want to do this, from the upmarket Himalayan
Shangrila, which stands at the highest point here and offers
the best views to the 28-year-old Nawaranga Restaurant
and Guest House, which with its gallery of local art is a
backpacker's dream come true
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MICHELLE DELIO

How to inoculate computers

It’s quite simple, really. You write programs to identify
virus DNA, and disallow bad computer behaviour.

Help for those poor, belea- TASC'seDNAapplication was | rewritten, alered versions of BO.
gueredboxesisnowavaiable. o | notoriginaly designed o work EDNA hasalso found previ-
n against de, buwias ously unknown “parents” of
s«:lencsknvwsabou(humms intended to asist computer malicouscode. | ememberone
physical makup ics examiners—peopl da deda Trojan

heck h k Seck,” said Joe Ailinger
o STAT N sops cvidenceused in legal investiga- of TASQ. “Afer extractingcs
humansfrom doing bad things o tions or criminal trials. DNA, weran cDNA tosce fic
computers,ASTAT-protected Butascomputerharddrives | could pick out Seck. To our
machinecan'thave s viralfiles increasc i sizc,forensics experts | horror, it not only picked out Scek
delted oraliered,cither purposclyor | are faced with not only findingthe | butalso identified two other

bywellinenioned crror. The
computersimply won'callowi.
TASC'seDNA program

proverbial needle n the haystack
butalso contending withalot
morhay SoSander cam secoue

programs, Gilfrend and Paradise,

retired from the US Army n 1997.
He hasover 16 years experienceas
aSpecial Agentwith Army Counter-
intclligenceand has taughtatthe
Army's Advanced Forcign Counterin-
teligence Training Course.

“I'd love to discussspecifics,
but really can’t go there,”
Sanders says. “Weare really
sensitive about not making the bad
guys smarter.”

Harris' STAT Neutralizeralso
defises bad guy or bad code
behaviour, and even blocks good
peopleorcode thatare innocendly
attemping odo badtings.

n:uumm
inasystem via

asbeing losely related d
there being no known link

between them. Weweresure
<DNAvasvwong. Bu[\lpon

clectronic “agents.” Theagents
allow “good” behaviour, anything
thata system should normally do,

towritea“d. program
programs such asvirusesin the thareodgicklydencfyand
same way thata human’s DNAcan | remove “known” les—gypi
be used to dentify his or her sysem filesand appl.\anons—ﬁum
centuries-old genetic makeup. theliscof things thatthe caminer
«DNA does not ey on needed tolookar,

heuristcs scanningas many antiviral
programs do. Heurisicslooks for

Sanders’team used a tworstep
method o acaurrly IDall

with known viruses in order tospor
newor rewriten viruscs. EDNA digs

s. Their program
checked the file'ssize against the
ypicalsize o that application or

human biology and behaviour.
I \

oolsused o detect computer
iruses and
ackattacks may notbeas

themodenag sys Do Yourg

decperand theold file,and also used “MD5 hash,"a
ancestal links, cveniftheprogram's | techinology that producesa digital
code has been greaty alercd. fingrprintofafile orapplicrion.
“A by utasany
hisorher DNA no mattervwhat programmer knows, o legitimatc
mkcup heyareweingorvhat copics ofaprogram may produce
theyhay helydifferent MDS hash
undergone, says David Sanders head | fingerprints from thercode e,
sccntistar TASC. “Simikarly, DNA | duc o small programming changgs.

canidentifyversion 3.2 ofavirusor
Hy version .

1d be because

theyl,zck(hchuman touch,

Manhamn pubhshmgﬁlm

r
1.0, just ike a child can be identified

So Sanders and his team coded a

program, now called DNA, which

d di iated allthe other

urity exp d that
protecting computers from people-
created plaguesand problems

dobad thingsto
peopls Burp:ople ofiendoreally
bad thi

children n the cighbourhood bya
DNA sumplefrom s fcher.™

codeara very primitive evel. The
ideawas that once you had the
basic“DNA” of a program, you
should beable o identifyall of s
“parents”and “children.”

programs’code, we found e
both Girlfiend and Paradiscare
deraivesof Sk eDNA casly
spotted the el

behaviour,such a sending e-mail
toeveryone n an e-mai program’s

address book, or making changes
n i

Afte test involving thousands
of donor code fles, DNA has
never falselyidenified a code file
asbeing elated to the DNA donor
nor hasit missed matchinga code
file,accordingto Sanders. “Putting
on my scientific scepric hat, | have
toassume there sa fale posiive
or missed match out there
somevherelurkingin the darkness
valing 0 lagh e, buc have

Since STAT Neutralizer blocks
virusand Trojan activity, systems
administrators don't have o take
networks offline whilethey
download, test, and installa new
security patch.

DrChrisFeudo, thedirectorof
the Global Information Asurance
Groupatechnical consuling firm,
hastested STAT Neutnlzer. Feudo
saysheisimpressed with s abilty to

et it,”

Curently eDNAstemg looscon the estystem.
. STAT bl ol
agencies, butagency spokespeopl hellaround the (operat-
said that beta be /9 kemel,”Feudoexpli
unableto nspecif I he kemel from being
immediately. “Anything that

atered inany way byanyonewho
docsn'thave expic ;

y
infallible brain is useful,” said an
FBlagentwho did notwant to be

Some systemsadministrators
were partcularly interested in

“Whilewenever reallygave | identified. “Wearequiteaware | STAT Neutralizer'sability to
much hough o idenifing that criminalsand terroristsuse. | protect computers from heir
de duringthe cDNA licious p h wsers. “Given a choice, Pve learned
project aftr its completion we intcligence and jam critical tharusersvill a]mosralwws
discovered thateDNAworkedjust | systems,and obviously we'
aswellagainstvirusesasicdidany | familiarwith DNA tracking— eeurty. Thar'swhye mlled
other code,” Sanders says. DNA extends that science viruses promisinglimpsesof
Theteam tested eDNAonthe | computers. I¢'sa pretty nearidea,” | interesting material i you juse
well-known Trojan “Back Orifice” dersalso declined “click on theattachment areso

(BO). Afierextracting BO's DNA,
theytumed DNA lose I casly
found the “donor”

menton what specific tests the

efictive,”says David Young, “A

alsoaccurately recognised

although his is probably

being put to good use. Sanders

from its users s abig stepin the
right direction.” [ (Wira)

Move ovet, Al Jazeera, hete comes Ajeeh.com

Ask most people what they think of free Internet translation services, and their first associations are of
bizarre sentence structures and amusing syntactic snafus.
But where others see garbled grammar, Fahad Al Sharekh of (he Arabic-English portal site,

Ajeeb.com, sees a new era of global

technol-

erfor-p

ogy known as machine translation has played a key par\ in speeding the exchange of information
between the English-speaking world and the Middle East. Four weeks ago, Ajeeb introduced what its
founder says is the first free online service that instantly translates Arabic websites into English. The

company, a division of the

I firm Sakhr Software, has by
English-to-Arabic translation service Ior mnre than a year.

Al Sharekh, a

admits that

in recenty

till far from perfect. Any arguments to the centrary are

quickly disproved by a glance at the website of Arabic news agency Al Jazeera, where translations of
headiines range from the humorous: “Concord retums to the service after a year of the stop” to the not
entirely intelligible: “An Israeli incursion is near an embryo and Buch he refuses Arafat meeting.”

But given the voracious demand for news from abroad in the wake of the 11 September attacks, Al
Sharekh says users are learning to live with a little weird grammar. But why did he decide to launch an
English and Arabic translation site? Says Al Sharekh: “We realised there is one impediment for the
Internet to be accepted in the Arabic-speaking world. Itis language. The World Wide Web is built with
English domains. Ninety percent of the content on the Web is English. We know a lot of people here are
educated. They're computer literate. They have Internet access. But they don't speak English, and that
is what is stopping them from using the web and the Internet the way they should.”

In October, Ajeeb.com hit 14 million requests for English to Arabic translation and a million requests
to translate Arabic to English. Most of the requests are for Arabic to English of Aljazeera.net, the Arabic
satellite news agency. So far about 90 percent of Arabic to English translations are for this one site.

esidents of the Afghan
Rcapnal peered through the
open doors of abandoned
“Taliban milicary bases on
Tuesday and whispered to cach
other: “Are they gone?” The
bodics of two Arabs lay near the
United Nati house,

THE TAKING OF KABUL

Five years and a few months after the Taliban
entered Kabul, they are gone.

‘Oh my God, what can 1 do?”
ln some: armt of Kabul,

outsidea military compound in a
city that was taken over by
opposition Northern Alliance
with vircually no resistance
Tuesday morning.
Bundles of burned clothes
and blankets were piled on top of
the corpscs, and a charred rocket
launcher lay beside one of them.
People gathered to look.

d on street corners
o talkabout what they had seen,
and pointed out houses of former
“Taliban commanders. Opposicon
soldiers said theywere colleting
armsas they moved door-to-door.
Groups offiveto 10 men huddled
in the sreets, wrapped in woollen
shawls. Northern Aliance fighters
sped through hestrets invhicles

d with mud that had

Sporadic gunfire pierced the
crisp carly morning air as
Northern Alliance soldiers
celebrated their victory over the
Tslamic miliia that ousted them
from the capcalin 1996. US
bombing cleared the way for their
rapid advances, which began with
the fall of the norchern city of
Mazar-i-Sharif on Friday.

Opposicion fighters moved
quickly through Kabul neighbour-
hoods, conducting house-to-
house searches and scizing
abandoned bases. Rifle fire was
heard at some outposts on the
edges of the ity.

I hink there were some
Taliban who were asleep when
everyone ele lef,” said a smiling
resident, Abdul Jan. “They have
woken up and they are thinking

been lefe behind by Taliban troops.

In northern Khair Khana
distict, inhabited largely by cthnic
Tajikswho fled the carlcr fighting
north of thecity, some people
shouted: “Congrarulations. Oh my
God, they arc here.” Some men
hugged cach other. “We leave
everything o God. We don’tknow
whatwill happen. We pray only
for peace,” said Sheer Agha, an
clderly man wrapped in a striped
shawl, his grey beard reaching
almost to his chest.

“Weare happy. Now I have
080 to the barber to shave my
beard,” said Zabiullah, an cthnic
Tajik. “Todayis a happy day.”
“Two men on a bicycle looked at
cach other, “Doyou think I can
shave now?” oneasked. The
Taliban required men to grow

Akbar Khan, famous in this area as

“the strect of guests,” a reference to

long beards and failure to do so
invited harsh punishment.

Houses used by Taliban the Arab, Chechen and Uzbek
leaders in the once posh volunteers who were allied with the
neighborhood of Wazir “Taliban. Many were affiated with
Akbar Khan were aban- Osama bin Laden.
doned. The large stecl In the money marketin the
doors of home of old ity, businessmen said
former Health departing Taliban soldiers
Minister Mullah emptied the stores of goods and
Abbas Akhund money. One money changer, who
were wide open. gave his name as Dr Wali, said
Homes werealso “Taliban soldiers on tanks stopped
abandonedon in front of the shops, demanded
Strcet 15 of Wazir the money and then rumbled out

of the city. 0 (Times of ndia

ENT

without foundation.

Several policy lessons emerge. Forone,
thereisa pallor over the Clinton adminsra-
tion'spromise thac capitalism American-syle
assures unprecedented and sustined
prosperity. Some of he boom ofthe late-
19905 was as mucha mirage as East Asia's
boom which collapsed in 1997. In ach case,
irrational market exuberance fed excessve
investment, which led to excess capacity. The
“New Economy” was thought to mean the
end of the business cycle. With “justin-
time” production that entailed smaller
inventories, new information systems that
allowed better control of inventorics, and the
decline in manufacruring, inventory cycles
scemeda thingof the past. But cconomic
fluctuations have abways marked capitalism,
and inventory cycles are only one soutce of
fluctuation, Capital and financial market
liberalisation combined with globalised

capital markets b ifanything, i

d ially in

small countries. Real estate bubbles are another facl oflife, and when they
break, as they did in the 1980sin the US, Scandinavia, and Thailand, they

bring down economies with them.
“The claim of market

| IFadjustingis

dealywrong. Thereisan importan ol for governmentin mactocco-

nomic stabil

. The question is,whats i The 1973 oil cissled o

overadecade of inflation, and the scars still hure. Worry about inflation
led the US Federal Reserve to increase interest rates in late 2000, when
the impendingslowdown required the opposite. With two of he world's
Jargest economies facing sustained deflacion i the st few years, and

s ol e here, the o shedb

and under-uilisation of conomic capacity. Potential loses from this are
far greater than those associated with the light incteases in inflation thata
moeaggresive maco-poicy migheental. There il nocridence

Dfmﬂ;mnn

ngasitis low to

modera

Tndavs lack of aggregate demand isworrying, Several of the world's

The IMF needs to ensure
global liquidity to enable
sustained growth

by JOSEPH STIGLITZ

Lessons from the global slowdownﬂ

heworldis inaglobal slowdown.
T Growthiin 2001 isexpected o be half
of lastyear's. Japan scems headed fora
realrecession, and Europe’s boast thatits
suong fundamentals will allow it o sustain
growth duringan American slowdown seems

countriesseem determined to maintain large
trade surpluses. There sa basic aw in
cconomics:the sum of the trade surpluscs and.
deficits mustadd up to zero, I some country
hasasurplus, another country must havea
deficir. Buc the IMF istelling everyone nor to
have a deficit, A country with too large
deficit facesa crisis and soon switches policy
tosecurea surplus—that s what has
happencd in East Asia. The US has been
willingand able to run large trade deficits,
butitis unclear how long chis can continuc
withouta loss of confidence. It s difficulc
o predict the trigger, but the impending
fiscal deficits resuling from President
Bush'’s ax cut may do trick. When that
happens, more than a global cconomic
slowdown may result.

“The problemsof insufficient global
aggregate demand were on the minds of John
Maynard Keynesand others who conceived
and founded the IMF. Thereisa framework
forenhancingaggregate purchasing power,
through the creation of SDR's. (The SDR,
Special Drawing Righs, isan arificial
currency unit defined as a basket of national
currenciesand is used as an international

reserveasset o supplement members’ flicial old
andforcign exhange holdings, and the IME) Oneway
of thinkingabout this s the fol fthe world

wish to maintain reserves equal toa fixed percentage of their GDP. With
global GDP ofaround $40 tillon and growth of around 2 percenc, if
reserves were equal to 5 percent of GDP, aggregate reserves would growby
$40 billion ayear. Given China and Japan’s surpluscs,a number twice that
rmgh{ be. more Ka]l ic. Anannual issue of SDRs in thatamount would
off aside in currency reserves and would not be
mﬂauon.\n “These: SDR’: muld beused to pursue glolm] interests—
helping poor countriesor improving the global environmen.

Forthe past severaldecades, the IMF has focused on bailing out
creditorsand pushing he nco-beral agenda, The imeis e fortto
return ing global liquidity bl
global growth. 0 (Project Syndicarc)

(Joseph Stiglitz is the 2001 Nobel prize laurcate in economics and
professor of economics at Columbia University,

Aid on schedule
BRUSSELS - Top EU development officials agreed last week to adopt
a‘common calendar' for the bloc's members to make good on interna-
tional promises to raise official development assistance (ODA) to 0.7
percent of GNP. At present there is no formalised mechanism within
the EU to monitor its member states' efforts to comply with that UN
target, meant to halve worldwide poverty by 2015. Very few states
Poul Nielson, EU C for Develoj
and Humanitarian Aid, said that to date, ODA had “not heen atheme
for discussion within the context of the EU, or between member
states, on what they do and how they perform.” The Development
Council, comprised of development ministers from the Union's 15
members, asked the Commission to act s a liaison and push for
compliance. “In view of how the world looks after 11 September, it is
clearly relevant, useful and necessary that the EU gets organised and
starts [internal discussion] on how it can approach the target of 0.7
percent for ODA," Nielson added. “There is a new understanding of
interdependency and this is also a reason we are moving forward in
this quite spectacular manner,” he said. Denmark, Luxembourg, the
Netherlands and Sweden have achieved the target. Austria has said it
could get to 0.7 percent in the next few years and Ireland hopes to do
50 by 2007. One development official said debate within the Develop-
ment Council over setting such uniform targets had been intense, with
countries like Spain and Portugal—whose ODA levels fall far short of
the '.algel—argumg agamsl me pvupusa\ The ulﬁc\a\ said that several
tion: \d- , France, Germany,
and Spam—sa\d their Imance mmls‘ers must conslder the practical
implications before modalities could be agreed upon. (ps)

Water of life
BONN - More than one billion people lack access to safe water
supplies. Aimost three billion are deprived of adequate sanitation. Five
to ten million people die each year from water-related diseases or
inadequate public health and hygiene, especially the water supply and
sewage systems. Twenty percent of the world's irrigated lands are
salt-laden, affecting crop production. A new study attributes all this to
the absence of an adequate international legal framework for water
resources management. Author Aaron T Wolf from the Department of
Geosciences, Oregon State University urges consideration for the
security implications of “a critical, non-substitutable” asset. The study,
Transboundary Waters: Sharing Benefits, Lessons Learned, will
serve as a background paper for ministers, experts and NGOs at the
3-7 December International Conference on Fresh Water in Bonn. It
argues that the scarcity of water in arid and semi-arid environments
leads to intense political pressures, often called “water stress”. Wolf
says the most recent legal ducumenl on international waters, the
1997 C¢ i the N Uses of

is vague and y. The Conven-
tion is in fact ineffective, because four years after its adoption by the
UN General Assembly, it has been signed only by 16 countries and
ratified by nine, well below the 35 needed to bring it into force. “Water
has been a cause of political tensions between Arabs and Israelis,
Indians and Bangladeshis, Americans and Mexicans; and all ten
riparian states of the Nile River. It is not surprising that ‘water' and
‘war’ are two topics being assessed together with increasing
frequency,” argues the paper. Wolf says it is important to understand
the history of water-related violence, even at the sub-national level,
generally between tribes, water-use sectors, or states/provinces. As
water quality degrades, or quantity diminishes, over time, the effect
on the stability of a region can be unsettiing, warns the study. (Ps)
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The new Chipko

Will hugging trees
in Garhwal, India,
save them this
time around?

virtual certainty thatastrong,
arthquakeof magnitudegrenter
than 8.0 on the Richeersclevill
oc(urmd\cmgondunngdmhﬂof

Breaking the nuclear boycott

N Hi - By finalising a deal to wo nuclear power reactors
to India, Russia last week broke an international boycott on transfer of
nuclear equipment imposed as punishment when New Delhi first
exploded a nuclear device almost 30 years ago. Concluded in Moscow
during Indian Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee's 47 November visit,
the deal facilitates the transfer of two reactors for a $3 billion power
station at Kudankulam village in coastal Tamil Nadu state, where they
are expected to generate 2,000 mW of power. The international boycott
did not halt India’s ambitious nuclear programme for power production
or defence, as demonstrated by a second round of tests in May 1998.
India has not signed the 1970 Nuclear Non-proliferation Treaty (NPT)
and does not accept full-scope inspections of its nuclear facilities by
the Vienna-based International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). The
Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG), established in 1975, and of which
Russia is a member, prohibits exporting nuclear technology to countries
that do not accept ull-scope safeguards. After the present Bush

took over, it asked Russia to stop supplying nuclear fuel

ofadines odeslwiththe hzards
and theunprecedented damage in
ascofabreach orovertopping, the
Committeereterats tsview thatic
would beiresponsibletoclar he

to the Tarapore power plant near Mumbai, although the plant observes
full IAEA safeguards and was installed by US power giant General
Electric in 1969. The US stopped supplies of nuclear fuel after 1974,
but India sourced it from France and China, apart from Russia, which
kept up supply even after the 1998 tests. According to the Indian
Express, Russia supplied 58 tonnes of low enriched uranium for

Tehri dam as currently proposed.” Tarapore this year. Greenpeace says the Indian government maintains
o Inview of such adverse close links between its nuclear energy and its nuclear weapons pro-
E commentsand the newly discovered grammes. “It was technology acquired by India, ostensibly to generate
2 threat tosucha large numberof nuclear electricity, that was used in the 1974 and 1998 nuclear weapons
E  Chipko activist Sunderlal Bah Tehri Damin 1995. beervrsbelcve fests) PR (%9
@ . idam could still be converted
BHARAT DOGRA ofother eesofh wascleared? | intoarun-ofithe-tvr projec.Says Another row over rice
TEHRIGARHWAL, India- The Tehri Idoubt th i fell Sunderlal Bahuguna, the seni cee e
remote Himalayan forest of Advani d1m prject. The pm,mmh,gﬂ, Idhavel » ¢ it he BANGKOK - Rice farmers from Thailand's north-east districts are taking
i k—vill isadverse forefrontofopposition tothe 1o the streets to protect the future of their much-valued crop, long-grain
arched in. sinoingsones, chantin 4 burwork deliberatcly keeping Tehn dam: “So much work has gromauc jasmine rice. This show of strength, in the provinces and in
e RN r - | /g angkok, has been triggered by revelations that two US scientists
ogans. | credd o ! " & gained access to jasmine seeds in order to develop a variety of the rice
around tecs,symbolising projcc cherewillinevibly be e e
dacminationtoproeethem. They Totmansmitthedecriiy d losinchanging 1 1

o

the United States.
L

Chlpkome»:menrd.\dmd\e 19805 mhcr.umormcmmmy, thebover | hed: project. But the hazard
The name ofthevill GridG isangihed: Thelosofsomany | manyastojustfythischange.” activiss joined the oy
movementmeans “embrace”. Sume lay 800KV I treeson Himal though b farmers in Roi Et =
oventyyearsago,alage numberof Thbrin Uranchalro Mot broughtupbeforeourcommitice” | shown nosigns yct o acceping this province to profest I
treesin cin Tehii Utar Pradsshstae.Nearly S0kmof isjustone | demand and revising the project, it against the US - " =
Garhwaldi i f b ofth he roject ha h ed othe programme. “The #
Umancl\alsmmwﬂeaucnanodfol mlmllyms Tt f spawned. Earlier, th lls to spare the Himal L = - g
commercil fling Whenthe linesin the Hi ,"ddm id | Apprisl Commitcewhich examined | On? Scprember,the Minisyof ;Ea :y"\z:rvme:;“;zd [ L
ihan ) CUrnio el vant, ! Y, B : sked the !avmm communities could end up fiving in poverty,” says Witoon
dpol il t 100,000 res. facrorsal w0 | Power Grid Corp app ¢ director of the Bar?gkokgbass:j sml'yrnm e
185 them from DhumSingh Negi tothe h thisproject. The | it ofaliernativeals h la\ and community activist group. Witoon agrees that this a case of
being cut. The forest was saved. )uungerchxpkuacmm.aslo “Did mmmmeesmd Ta.kmgno(eofd]e clectricity lines or the possibility of “theft". For some activists it is “biopiracy”. Such thinking has found
The new threat to this forest,and | they cutall using existing towers. [ ars) resonance among lobby groups in Europe and Canada. “The Thai
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Keepmg China down

by YASHENG HUANG

1 1 nd socks to high:

o ncinCin— Why do indigenous Chinese firms
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“Thesize ofa firm sa rough, although imperfect, indicator ofts growth I inthel years. Adh fiehisischat
potential. Although India’s economy is the average distance over which freightis

abouthalfthesizcof China's,and hasa
lowergrowth rae,India s now home toa
numberof arge,globally competitve
firms, Today,the largest privatcfirm in
Chinaisthe Hope Groupin Sichuan
province run by fourbrothers. This
agribusinessconglomerategenerated
annual salesof $600 millonin 1999, The
largest private firmin India, the Tara
Group, generated sales of §7.2billioniin
1995, of which $163 million camefrom
itstcabusines ivision alone. Another
xamplecomes from the pharmaceutical
indusay. In 1997, the largesepharmaceu-
ticalfrmin Chinawas Sanjiu, which had
slesof $670 millon. Contrast Sanjiu
vith Ranbaxy Laboriorics, one othe

shipped hasactuall shrunkaca time
when thegovernment hasinvested
massively in highways, air cargo facilites
and raiways. Chinaisincressing s sles
and exports o the restof the world bue
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farmers and the national economy are threatened” by this effort,
declared the European Free Trade Association. “Jasmine was bred and
nurtured by Thai farmers from generation to generation and its market
is vital to the well-being of many farming communities. If commercially
successful, US-bred jasmine rice could supplant much of Thailand's $1
billion export market and undermine the livelihood of millions of rice
farmers,” it added. Thailand produces three million tonnes of jasmine
rice annually, half of which is exported to the United States, Canada,
Australia, China and other Asian countries. What troubles BioThai and
the Rural Advancement Foundation Interational (RAFI), a Winnipeg-
based NGO championing the concerns of rural societies, is the way the
scientists gained access to jasmine seed samples. The International
Rice Research Institute (IRRI) in the Philippine town of Los Banos gave
the scientists the seeds from its gene bank without having them sign the
agreement that protects Thailand from “biopiracy”. The germ plasm of
jasmine fice was “acquired in 1995 without the Material Transfer
Agreement that obliges the recipient not to patent or otherwise
monopolise the donated seed,” says RAFI. (iPs)

Shahtoosh from Nepal?

NEW DELHI - The seizure in New Delhi of a ma}ur sh\pmenl cf
shahtoosh wool from a Singapore-registered trader points to a possible:
new route via Nepal and Singapore to smuggle the banned wool
obtained from the endangered Tibetan antelope. Three packages, said
to contain woollen garments, arrived in New Delhi in early October as
cargo aboard a Singapore Aiines flight. Upon suspicion the packages
were opened. Forensic examination at the Wildife Institute of India
confirmed that one contained 130 kg of high grade, raw shahtoosh. The
other two packages contained pashmina, which is legal. A high quality
shahtoosh shaw fetches around $1,500 in the US and Europe.

‘The shipment was sent by Globalmatics Trading, registered in
Singapore. Two Singaporeans, two Americans residing in California,
and a Nepali national, Nabin Tuladhar, are listed as officers; the
Nepali and the Americans are shareholders. The consignment, which as
finished be worth millions of ipore dollars, was booked

dynamic privace firms. Both SOEs and
rivate firms il o become competitive
and forcignfimsindit pofablecoinvstand producein Chin: Chine

largest In 1995, it generaed slsof $2.27 bilion, centand are not marketsavy, privatefirms don'have he
despite thefac thaethe Chineseph etwasthreetimesas P cisupri
eI marl o with South Korea duri bl ey i bouthalfof
icdevel lst DuringSouth Korea' dInd hiheannualFDI that China docs Yer
mkecﬁ commonly il obeoven 1960 1980 amabeof suchas hi bou 80pecencf e i
e larer diis using itscapital more eficienth i
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rate. India
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ime for China to learn from India. 0 (Project Syndicare)
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to a company in Delhi called RND Trading, registered months ago by
three Nepalis with the same last name, Tuladhar. The Delhi company’s
manager, Narottam Shrestha, appeared to receive the shipment and
has been arrested.

Shahtoosh, derived from killing baby Tibetan antelopes, Chiru, is
banned under the Convention on Interational Trade in Endangered
Species (CITES). Under international pressure, New Delhi recently
banned the weaving and trade in shahtoosh. Since the antelope
became endangered, China has banned its killing and run anti-
poaching teams in the Tibetan plateau, the antelope’s habitat. It is
estimated that 20,000 Chiru are killed every year for the shahtoosh
trade, and Chinese and American researchers say its population has
dropped to 10 percent of what it was 100 years ago. (The Staits Times)

No to Paras

Sanghu, 5 Noveml

On Dasain, Prince Paras was made Crown Prince. The student wing
of the Communist Party (Marxist-Leninist) doesn’t quite approve of
this and i preparing to starc an agitation soon. The pro-Maoist
student wing has also expressed its dissatisfaction with the move. The
Marsist-Leninist student wing has asked the king to reconsider his
decision. They say that Paras should first ofall make a public apology
o the people. In a recent statement, the Marist-Leninist youth
group said action must be taken against Paras for all his misdecds and
the trouble he has caused in the past. The statement proceeds to
clarify that the protest s not against Paras, the person, but rather
against the criminal character that resides in the palace. The palace,
they say, must not be a place of conspiracy and intrigue, or harbour
criminals. It must be open and democratic and follow simple rules
and norms. In addition, parliament must have the right to discuss and
analyse the character of any member of the royal family. The right to
appoint the crown prince must not be held by the king alone,
parliament must also have a voice in this matter. This has become
especally important after 1 June, say the students, and so the king
must reconsider his decision. If he does nor, the students say they will
belefe with no alternaive other than starting an agitation.

Jana Bhawana, 5 November

Excerpts from an interview with Ashok Nath Tiwari, Upper House
member (nominated)

Everyone is commenting on the appointment of Crown
Prince Paras. Do you have something to add?
His Majesty made the decision exercising the legal and
constitutional powers vested in him. The
Constitution of Nepal as a constitutional monarchy
and Hindu kingdom gives the king the power. It was
only natural for him to make his only son, Prince
Paras, crown prince. It is not necessary for anyone to
keep harping on this issuc.

But questions have been raised about the i
Crown Prince’s character.

T have not not
All the qualities needed to be king are alrcady showing

in Crown Prince Paras. He will develop himselfand

grow to shoulder the responsibility he has been given. The
royal palace was growing in stature, and gaining the respect
and love of the people. In such a scenario, it s not surprising
that people sart raising a hue and cry abou things.Itis
improper torase questions concerning an accident
Many a time we have made minors kings in our
country. So whyae people bothered now when we
make a grown up person crown prince? [ cannot
understand this.

Why was the announcement made during
Dasain?

According to the Hindu religion, Dasain is very
auspicious. There is nothing wrong for a king
ina Hindu kingdom to announcea

crown prince during Dasain.

RAVI MANANDHAR

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

Crown Prin

Jana Ekata, 5 November

Dr Mathura Prasad Shrestha,
Lefistactivistand and former

e elected n thiscountry. I was
only much lrer that the monarchy
became heredicary, when

than the voice of the people, and
their opinion. The peopleare
paramount. In making this decision,

their wishes have been crushed.

Lichhav period. After him the
by changed hands s coun

isa very undemocratic tep.

Te(th i was an

unconstvriondlsp. Beingling

oftimes. During the Malla era, even
women d rulers. The

docs notgive you
anything Ifyou do that,youare
notlistening o the voice of the
people,theiraspirations. This may
be detrimental o the nation. The
Kingdid not make the
announcement carlier because he
icwould provokestrong
reactions. The one-year mourning
period has noteven clapsed yet,an
theyhavedone his. Thisisagaint

father of King Jaishriti Malla,the
most powerful Malla monarch, was
noteven made king, Even in the
Shah dynasty, Rana Bahadurdid
not make his oldest son king, he
made him a chauariya. He
instead crowned his 18-month-
old son, whose mother wasa
Brahmin widow...

Sangraula,

thever Hinduism.
It goes to prove that the monarchy
usesche shield o elgion and
tradition only when ituits them.
Suchan unpopular move will be
detrimental to the monarchy.
“The people have been very
vocalin protesting Paras”
behaviour. A cerain section of
students had collected
600,000 signatures to that
ffectand presented the
peciton to thelate king;
The people are nor yet
convinced that Paras
was innocent in that
incident.
IFyou tum the
? pagesof history,
youwillfind
that kings
used to

want o aaccept onlythe

Mheonlyvayouofhecuren ol s oo smblyand e prosnt ks doncren
I llbe.

Maoistideologue Baburam Bhattarai in Janadisha, 12 November
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One Maoist to another: “No way we'll kneel, comrade.”

<14 v Naya Sadak, 11 November

Leftist writer

Paras has been involved in two
incidents of murderand countless
othesofoolgarsmand mayher.

T isadocument
of compromise, but it clearly states
thatsovercigaty lies with the
people,and the people do notlike
Paras. Itissurprising that he was
madecrown prince during Dasain,
when most people were busy
celebrating the fetival. He was not
made crown princein June because

ce Paras?

not justa person, he s an
institution. It should be left to
the people to decide what type of
institution they want. All that
Paras did before he became crown
prince has been laid bare before
the people. We all know that he
killed a taxi driver in Putali
Sadak. Everyone knows that he
killed musician Praveen Gurung.
Everyone knows he held a gun
againsta police officer in
Kupondol. Weall know about
the incident in Chitwan. He

atthat time the
him were ac their peak. The people
aresill angry wich him. Bue during

causes trouble almost every day.
How can we make such a
peron h fuureing This gocs

festivals few peoplearein the
capitaland mostare busy. They
(the palace) realsed that there
would befew protests during this
period and so decided to take this
step. People must raise their voice
against chis.

Th:pa]fm has lways said chat
ionly moves ahead aftcr taking
into account the opinion of the
people. The peopleareagainse
Paras o thisannouncement s
wn@mount o goingagainst the
will of the people. This shows that
the palace i still nither
democratic nor constitutional.

Narahari Acharya,
Centr i

Thecrownp g
ofthis country and he represents
the nation. He stands for all that
the nation is worch—its presti, its
reputation. Its natural that people
raise questions when somcone like
Parasis placed in that posicion. The
ole of the major partics o the
country,the Nepali Congressand
the Communist Party (UML), is
very important. Intellccuals have:
always held that the character of
future kings musc be monitored
carcfully. Butncither the Congress
nor the UML took this seriously.
“The consttution has given the
king the power to nominate the
crown prince. Itis up to him, who
hewants to nominate, why he
wantsto doso, and when. The king
iscmpowered to do this by the
constitution regardlessof the
character of the cldest son. But the
crown prince i the furure king, and
while making the nomination the
King needs to keep thisin mind.
‘The Congressand UML should also
have thought about this. There isa
major problemin the constitution,
and this situation isa result of that.

Shyam Shrestha,

Journalist, coordinator, Samajbadi
Andolan (Socialist Movement)
The man who has just been made
crown prince, Paras, has caused
many deaths. The newspapers have
reported extensively on his
hooliganism. Only last year, he
killed musician Praveen Gurung,
and everyone knows about this
People took to the streets at the
timeand even collected alotof
signatures and presented the
petition to the late king, who asked
the prime minister o look into the
matter.

“The crown prince s the future
king Itis aserious matter that
Paras has been made the future
king Ifthe palace wants to remain
aconstitutional monarchy, it must
be democratic in the way it
5. Temust take the
aspirations and opinion of the

peopleinto account. Inademoc-
b
racy

& is Associate Professor at Harvard B

Nepali Congress

According to the Consitution,
the announcement of a crown
prince s normal matter. Thatis
nota topic for discussion. The
discussion going on right now is
the manner in which chis
announcement was made. The
most important thing is that the
people have the right to discuss
the character and behaviour of
the person who sits on the

throne. It has become clear afier
1 June that changes are necessary
in the laws and rules concerning
the monarchy and the heir
apparent. The issue remains even
after the recent proclamation.
The timing of the announcement
wasvery surprising. Itwould have
been proper if the king had called
forasitting

of

parliament
andmade
thean-

nouncement

there. The

people have to be given
some reasons, some
answers. They have to be
assured that what happened
in the past will not be
repeated.

Padam Khadka,
coordinator, Pragatishil
Budhijibi Sangachan (the
Progressive Intellectuals
Group)

“The crown prince is

Musici;

against
thought the prewn(kmg
understood the problem with
Paras and so did not make him
crown prince (in Jund). We
thought he wasn't made crown
prince because he was not king
material, This sudden decision
has shocked and angered us.

Dr Ram Man Shrestha,
Chairman, Nepal Rastriya
‘Budbijibi Parishad (the National
Incellceruals Council)

To be prockimed crown prince
according to the constiturion is
notunusual. After the | June
incident, no one mentioned the
issuc of pickinga crown prince.
Even now I do not thinkic
necessary o go into that
discussion. There is enough room
for people to raise their voicc and
be suspicious. But therc arc
other, more importan issucs to
be discussed. To tackle ssues
concerning the monarchy, itis
necessary to bring about major
changes in the constitution. What
is the point in just raising
questions and not bringing about
changes in the constitution?
There are many constitutional
changes that need to be made,
and thisis just one of them.
Everything concerning the
monarchy needs to be discussed
in detail. We did not do that
carlicr, and that is why we are in
thissituation now.

n keeping with
the constitution. Bur the present
situation does show that the
institution of monarchy should be
more transparent and democrati.
Questions have been raised
concerningthisand in this light, the
decision s bit surprising, Thatis
all Twant o say.

Praveen Gu

over by then Prigce P:
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OBITUARY
Mdhav hlh Ollt Dasain day, the court of the Morcha werelivingin Indiaand were doing pleted 100 days. What has it | tions have you received for serious. This revolution aims o
av Wy o . \\r.mm{r)nngnu(m.\cnuumandtwo dheirumestotum Nepalnco accomplished? his replacement? free the people from all forms of
Dris,6 Novernber peopl orcthana Afral haericis | Onhurdrd dysago s Nearly 20, Wewilldiscussand tyranny—social, politicland
r d injured. l\ﬁcfd—m incident li -aMaoist who s killed, lyse th d th I economic. It.ums to give thema
UML leader Madhay Kumar the government carticd outa massive wemalqu)all Bykilingone enter Smg’uDarbar\wd\ourb:mg tiontotheking asking | chance dliveasa
recendy made the ollowing searchin Pame village, which the another,youare spreading mayhem | harassed, Th work | himto i webdive | lbrated people.For 50 ycarsthe
statement: “T1 do not Morch d d this sall hely di for 57 days. A largg issuible. d probl feudal and ruli
have the ability to rectiy their “The Morchastarted followingthe | itisturing Nepal intoanother pol i dedby | forat s (afier th exploited the people—politically, en Kesey, best known as the author of Ore  presumably with the help of hallucinogenic drugs,
‘mistakes. They believe that they directives of Marx, Leninand Mao Sikkim. Why don’t ryou mmsr the Maoists, and war was about to resignation), that s true. socially, economically, on the basis Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest, died on 10 also allowed the author to elevate the hospital into
‘will be the masters of the universe | sometimein mid-1998. Earlier they elections, you might break outk ‘ istsand The and the of religion, caste and gender. The it Exnst Gombrich died thought. The pursuit ofa November in Oregon. He was 66. The what he saw as a metaphor of repressive America,
they foresee. This is their mentality. suppenedduMaemmpnnupl least 40 © 50scats?| Ifmuale the Royal Nepal Army. Large: Maoists both accuse each other | people’s revolution is to help build a0ed 92 0n 3 November, m[ieﬁal tuds Zf ainting cause was complications after surgery for cancer  which Chief Broom calls the Combine.
Infact theyare doing exacly the | only, butlastyear dnotcreate | indh di y of human rights violations. anew country thatisjust, fairand Combrich waschemeer | Lowever diffrent from rousic of the iver late last month. Cuckoo's Nest was published by Viking Press
uppmucnfwh.u( hairman Mao anarmedﬁ@ungfbm Adoa ment uouble,lwdlmlmxyou Ifyoum theverge of losing down. All What is the truth? treats everyone equally, a country N tart historian of the | fthe goals of his Kesey was also well known as the hero of Tom i early 1962 to enthusiastic reviews. Time called it
suggested, and the opp: ‘what ducational instiuti | y firm in our belies. Itis is no place for ;"i}"c" ant ;s om".ol thefast MT N ”jﬁf S othis Wolfe's famous nonfiction book about psychedelic  “a roar of protest against middlebrow society’s
history eaches. They aremoving | the Morchaisnow pacof the Maoist mblc,lwxllxlmseyouumncdmmly Peopl ways th thatviolates ion. Ifthis does not s o bl work in Arcand llusion. drugs, The Electric Kool-Ad Acid Test (1968). I Rules and the invisible Rulers who enforce them.”
! ewereinasas e governt / - ) scholars and forawider public. | Gombrich sought in the optical : : ;
againstcheride. organisaton, Eate “he thingsh panic h o Ifthes the | happen,chereisnoway our nation e odo, e, omorichsoughtn e describing Kesey's role as the Pied Piper of The film version was released in 1975 and won five
talked. d it Jate th £ Keeping ¢ i € otory of Art d and psychological basis ol sychedelia, Wolfe's book somewhat mockingy Oscars, for best picture; best director, Milos
m#fum:mmmudmmdeh = i Tt i dle ConroEhencopki theaspi- edition 1995) has been the painting some equivalence to the go?n ares Kesey to the leaders of the wovld‘g yreal Forman; best ac(gr Jack Nicholson as McMurphy;
standing be the Maoistsand the workingornot. T pmplc that I tions of ‘mind, we introduction to the visual arts rationalty of musiedl sructures, f p: i YL ehiciol it g‘ = " i g Eich et thy-
reason s ) il aoh . i 1 A " religions, dispensing to his followers not spiritual Jest actress, Louise Fletcher as Nurse Raiched;
Mm:l;?? owaﬁ}l:m:fm hhjvc bﬁmf m;m mn:ﬂ the IGP Jeaumill Thesination has oo ;czplzmml}x abem g?‘f agmed,fosdmlogue' vf}:vam for innumerable people for more | Ttwas not that he believed the ha\gm but qua‘;m\es gl lysergic acid diemy\a’:m\de, or  and best screen adaptation, Lawrence Hauben and
:hme bqpﬂl i LR ",':nn Th o your PP g o ?h:’) dwnm -l‘—: — 5 ogue LT :Wﬂy ourel e than 50 years, while his major expressivenes music was reducible LSD, to enhance their search for the universe Bo Goldman.

199 ] hat the s ther Dinesh Sh I 4 I sistherigh.Thegowemmene &mm oublehe naion s in- theoretical books, Artand to principles of harmony, or within themselves. Although Kesey wrote several more books
in199Ban o &;“51““'_;1’1 Lyt > m yha e vt oo theren his al‘d“]‘“"‘ Y ar Illusion (1960), Meditationson | painting to the psychology of The book’s narrative focuses on a series of during his life, Cuckoo's Nest remained the high
parieswouldhelp each other. The s e i o perous. tight. it violated The tlchanges inthe counuy, try “l:‘ a Hobby Horse (1963) and illusion, but that these formed the quests undertaken by Kesey in the 1960's. First, point of his career. Reviewing the film version in
contoliadbyitadbod Jerd . he oy Ve e N e dh e e hatsoven cwantto ‘E“‘h‘ other volumes, have been pivoral | framework for understanding there was the transcontinental trip with @ band of ~ The New Yorker, Pauline Kael wrote that “the novel
mm& yitan do ]PTS o daceive, Ho m|"1( 1 0w ad‘:'- demand fora republic. - gom’ e e e s““:_ csovereignty lies with the forp histoians. The istic achievement. friends he named the Merry Pranksters, aboarda  preceded the university turmoil, Vietnam, drugs, the
wouldberepresented propery- jndace AR h"Y““’ i onthercemandiorarepublic. Ao en createdt for 0SS this people. o ihie s e scopeofhis reading, memy }.e Gombrich engaged for 50 1939 International Harvester bus called Further that  counterculture.” She continued, “Yet it contained
G I I'f“""”;"“ He | roancordiogie v been i " P fequiredior ik is thefo ° coordinated | years ina pol is expression of a face, the gesture was wired for sound and painted riotously in Day-

‘A lion does not | widmedu thibemanddedindroundis | Viokion i the sconsiions  vants thesccuracy ofhismemorywere, | invoking the ollectivemind— | ofa Agure, che spaces ofa Glo colours. Neal Cassady,the Dean Moriarty of

el us something about your | going o b heldsoon. Parlament activies o “B“‘"‘"'“‘“‘ 2 revolution Z}'_’ ‘,:,"""" asanother historian described it, | whether of an age oranation or | landscape. Instead of taking the Jack Kerouac's On the Road, was recruited to
. | fime in captivity. nd worked smoothly idnappec the a people’s republic. Now you “avwesome’. aclass—as explanatory of fact for granted, he turned it drive. The journey, which took the Pranksters from
Twas denined Fortwo | any disruptions. hastoger have put aside this and other Gombrich was born intoa chan, licics. H. foeus of inquiry. Earlics California to New York City and back, was timed to
o S opace " - g ges inart or politics. He intoa focus of inquiry. Earlier e iy
months, [wasin the mmcddndmmtdmkcmmn demands and only raise the soph 4 Vienna famil did so b he saw such had treated the fact i coincide with the 1964 New York World's Fair lts
o et e < il phisticated Vienna family, did so because he saw suc witers had treated the factin g
- - Poho:Tranunng(el,mfurfcm against e issue of a constitutional i, N . o " purposes were to film and tape an extended movie,
] Excerpesfroman interviewwith i v . originally Jewish but converted | explanations as not only three ways: asan unproblematic
Nepal further said that the Tswor: Prasad Dahal, Central Advis ‘months The most a md when assembly. Has the revolution at the turn of the 20th century circular, butas failing to extension of ordinary perception. to experience roadway America while high on acid
Maoistleaders and cadrebelieved | N ory e A ¢SO0 | Bara onoﬂmmNaxal.Theyusodm lmpomn[mmgxsmamowﬂlc it required. Weaknessand been hijacked? Isn't this y ol o " oh i PR A e A and to practice “tootling the multtudes,” as Wolfe
inand were creatinga cult of Nepal Gommunis Paty (Maois) handcuffme when they took me to lievingin discipline i hasled cheating the people? toand “.my“}'l “mg'"s? {h‘: essentally rational a OEI"M foourinterestin put it, referring to the way a Prankster would stand
personality. He sid the Maoistsare | W1 20 where were you HanumanDhokkmamnue d d | tohuman rightsviolations. Action | Yes,ouraim, and the expectation D e e | °"”;?"'5‘; . aestheticor expressive propertes, yii a fute on the bus's roof and play sounds o
anti-national ... and fascist. He amested? Afier that they took me to th he par must be taken against violators of the country, i the establishment sectarian and unreliglous, but it and learned from . or modern painting imitate people’s various reactions to the bus,
Iwasarrested at Kalanki, Kathmandu, i was impossible, in the wake of each other. The work in which had to overcome.

added that you should fire your gun
only when needed,itshould nor be
the fundamentaldefining policy of
yourorganisation. Nepal predicted
that the Left movement in Nepal
could bescriously damaged or cven
destroyed because of the activities
of the Maoists.

in arly September st yer.

were you
Assoonasthey (the police) caught
me, they hitmeon the ficeacouple
oftimesand I 4 bleedi

sationin Anamnagar. Twoda)xla(el
Tcametoknow thatthey had brought
o policevans o thestation, Later

aenight they brought me outsdeand
ied to handcuffmeagain. [ told

themouth. Fouro fvcofmy cch
Ild

handeuffed in 1960, in

them, “Twasha
1972, handcuffed again in 1985.and

d. They tried to for

nowagin lambeinghandauffed. It

according o the law of the and. If
the government cannot stop the
Maoistsfrom killingand kidnap-
ping people,that isa weakness.
“The governmentis responsible for
stoppingsuch aciviics

How docs the Commissic
view the activities of the

ofa people’s epublic. More,icis
the esablishment ofa socialise
country. Bucona practica evel,
youhave o take into account many
externaland internalfacrors. I our
country,afier 1 June, a republic has
already come into being, The
people have said that chey will not

Onlya

“‘e“;“;md“‘i“ll’“’l‘s“;;‘;j‘m" seems thatunti the country s not Maoists? accepta person who haskilled his
Dry da agam') Pegt’;d‘“ ‘5‘“1‘%‘ “h 1 free, I willahways be handeuffed.” 1 Peoplein government say thatthis | brother as king. And they have also
butet S ys as¢ L, | Ehercarounc. thepo O‘f‘lwn (olddlcml\mpmudd\a(lwas isa political problem and so will been clear that they will not accept
fanadesh,6 Novernber dauffe. Theylooked only besolved dhroughdilogue I | asfuture inganyone vhohas been
o {J““‘”“{‘L“V“‘SI““S‘:‘“‘;“‘“““EL disppointedand ook meto muscbesodh N volvdin gl
“The All Nepal Women's Association utaMaoistactvistand that my ‘Hanuman Dhoka. Sixorseven days blems mustbetaken | incidents ofh
Juti iy heldi ““‘““”“‘M“P’*‘;\d[’f‘ﬂ’“ oy | lrin Hanuman Dhoka, the Deputy care of peacefully. Everyone, few Marwaris and smugglers have
central committee meetingand andbldi eme‘h:‘m‘:‘m’"my Superinendentof Poliesuddenly including the Commission hopes | publicly felicitated the kingand the
discussed importantissucsamong, legs askodmg“[;h:]lu syt st e i e gatéhcdldogusgxllfthﬁuh;{md cmwg]_p[}a‘nccimljmsshog,sr}m
whichwere expandingtheorganisa- on yourmind?” oldhim that [ was it people  govern- | Butbecause you think the Maoist | republichas already been born.
ion, dmg;:ﬁ, bl d “‘“;“‘:““d“‘g[l:g“mk‘]“; f Afevdaplac myteforor | mert s ot e problem will be resolved peace- "The tragedy of thesicuation s
publications, oo Thterfond out that hio y DSPame | Askraslknow, \‘h‘guvu'nmcnthz.s fully, you should not startsup- thatno political party has raised
importance. Rekha Sharma, headof | o <X o | andaskedmetd Isill pressng the people. The people these issues—they have completely
heANWAR) systhegrouphas | =00 SPGB did yehing, Afirhelef, I | 100days. Insrmdrhdxlm’ofthk and the Commission will hold the | surtendered to this monarch.
decided that by February itwould Do, (mmm d hat g peepl:m governmentaccountable. Theywill | Keepingall this in mind, we have
hcatlasconemillon mermbersand Pole Trning( atIwondered whether he wasasking Thelawand | notgoand place their demandsin | putforwardaminimum-points
oluneersto | 4 o ﬂfmhwm i der. He came back aga d frontof the Maoists. Thegovern- | agenda that only calls for the
atleast 25,000. oA cight o 10-days berand sid, “Have dr.\m.\nally Hisnatunlhatchere | ment basto dealwich the Maoiss. | formation o aconsicuional
She furtheradded harthepary | ‘lﬁ“:”‘;‘“"g"‘e " houghtaboutanything”™ Many Kil 'Energemg(osol\e I ComradePlachandahas
discussed in detail both the 22-poine | | Latenaferaboutweek,they | gy <BOpSahib, rememberone | derisonsofd y the problem. We must realise this
ndaand the 34-pointagenda, thing, Allond orass Jama | by iscd, buton thewhole, it | and be vigilantagainstic decson shouldbeleccohe
i"”’e L. md‘d:okmfwa"pr]mo"‘lhf om Tl noxsurencr. Bessned | | isbeen efocive Can the Commission playa | people. Thereis o reason for
‘months ago. The nationwid Way there, they kepta: me. am prepared to die. Thisiswhat [ People say the prime minister | role in sorting out the issues | other political parties to be afraid.
alcohol ban was also discussed, and "LU"‘QJT e i cotdodh believe.” Tasked them forsome did not do his homework that have cropped up in the | Thisassembly isa body that will
it was decided that this program pysiclybuttaey Adnotdothat. - oo read. Forgy-fivedays | before starting government-Maoist dialogue? | help formasystem that represents

would be carried forward vigor-
ously. The party says that the
governmentbroke the agreement
reached by the two sides carlier and
o ey rerri

They keptme therefor three ays.

later they cameand asked me, “Do

“Thatwas the Number One Baralion o
rOneBatalion | o, e o read the Gt Twvo days

0“*?”“’““&. i ‘}:Y aterth dgaveittome. ]

tookmetoa ."““l;_““‘vaé‘w elly | frihedtin 15 days ] couldonly

promises. The party has no other
option but to re-faunch s anti-
alcohol program again this month.
Sharma said people nced to find an
alternative to alcohol.
Maoist allies

andask, ‘Dahalji, doyou haveany
problems? Howare you feeling? How
isyourheakth? fyou haveany

read duringheday.

How did you spend your time
in Sindhuli prison?

pmbemsplms:l.:msknc\v wewill
inform th {people. They
cven told methatthe peoplewho
wereresponsible for the murdersin

negotiations
with the Maoists, and that they
are using this time to prepare
for war. Is that true?

“Thisis notwhateveryone thinks,itis
the condlusion reached by detractors

afdlcpmn.:lmmsterwmhmd}e
he

“The Commision has played a part
and provided direction. The release
of prisonersand capeives,for
instance, did not happen purely on
some person’s whim. The Commis-
sion s epetcdly ol borh the

Congres.

Maoists that

Mamsrs,v\homrlmbelmedmon]y

noone as therighto idnap nd

Although I could not doalot of work, lullmg le, kill people. We h iblish

d library m dxes: IOOd:ws. and they havenot contact with the Maoists and even
there. Th | Committee a rsnlvHY Thc visited Maoist-affected areas, The
of the Red Cross donated some third round of negoti: Commission’s role h

books. Earlier there wasn'tevena

soonand the Maoistsae preparing

Stceoprkn G Novenber Jhapabadcfshe (Maoisoorganiss | (e nowthereare | tostopallviolent activiie. Thisis

The Maoistormnistiont donandeomeovertoticirade They | g5 00 books Ascholwaslso | becauscofhegoernment’sopen
. Joscyvwith SR 3‘]“ started on the premises. Nowatleast | policy towards them.

Ko Ve Mot They ey me | Fouansuyindaprson On ri

joined hands ecendy in Pamevilage | our. Afer they did notsucceed, on 30 , MY IR

inSolu Khumbu. Sourcesin the October, they wokmeomeerche | Dlba’s 100 days Sanghu,5November -

Morchasaysomeoftsmembestook. | Inspector Generalof Polce,Pradecp | 3 * i = 4= * * * oo™

action agginsta few people, inuding | Sumshere Rana. Therewe hadan Bimarsa9Noverber oy | Exceptsfomaniinteriewwith

Dhanshe Rai Underheinsrucions | hour ong discssion. i Sushil Pyakurel, member, National

of Ministe for Tourism Bal Bahadur (Bxeepefrom: gvﬂ Human Rights Commision

KC, Raiwasamongthose thatwere | What did Pradecp Sumshere hPrasad Gupa, Ministerfor | he secretary of the Human

spyingon theMorcha, Thepeople | dliscuss with you? ;;)":""m"mm)m Rights Commission has

pi htand punished. On | He told me that mostof my leader s com- resigned. How many applica-

o that ofthe press...

Only way forward

Janadisha, 12 November

thewill ofthe people erter. Such
abody can form a constiution that
isrepublican, or supportsa multi-
party monarchy, ora peoples

republic. We beleve that most

vwith
Baburam Bhattarai
What are the main objectives
of this round of dialogue?
Some say it is just an excuse
(for the Maoists to regroup).
More than 2000 peoplehac dicd

arcin favourof forminga
people’s republic. The only way
outof the current politial risisis
aconstitutional assembly and if the
present rulers don'teven want to
aaccep this minimum compromise,
only the future will show what the
ightening resulewill be

in th . Thisis

Austria’s enthusiastic adoption
of Nazism, to dissociate himelf
from Judaism, and he insisted on
describing himselfas born an
Austrian Jew.

Gombrich came to Britain in
1936and joined the Warburg
Institute asa research assistant.
He became di

he set out to replace the
formalisms of the turn of the
century was Areand [llusion,
firse published in 1960. It
presented an account of
+ thepsychological facrors
which made it possible
for us to sec a threc-
dimensional moving
subject—such as
people in action—on
afla till surface.
‘The painter learned
todo chis by trial
and error, checking
whether his marks
clicited recognition
of his subject. This
led Gombrich to
argue that the
major factors in
changu in
pictorial style
were the result of
rational activitis rather than
mysteriously changing expres-
sions of the age. He was deeply
opposed o any account of

Gombrich changed all that.
He challenged acsthetic
exclusiveness and its snobberies
while stil being a great defender
of high culture. Tn one of his
finest cssays, on Raphacl's
Madonna della Sedia, he
followed the implications of the
paintings ircular formac for
the incricacies of its drawing
and its expressive composure.
Buton the way, he used an
advertisement for  rotary
clectric shaver, which also
played on circular forms, to
illuminate the nature of the
painting’s visual wit.

Among his most accessible
and seminal papers from the
same decade s Arcand lllusion
are those in the volume Medita-
tions on a Hobby Horse. Here
the fundamental questions of
acstherics are explored: how the
imagination functions in
painting, how it clcics or
transforms our psychological
urgencies and how acsthetic and
moral related to

Warburg, combining the post
with being London University’s
professor of the history of the
classical radition (1959-76).
“The fact that he became one
of the UK’s most honoured
scholars,a knight and 2 member
of the Order of Meri, having
held all the most presigious
chairs—at Oxford, Cambridge,
Harvard and Cornell universi-
tics, and at the Royal College of
Are—and reccived so many

hich was
couched in terms of a collective
psyche rather than by reference
toindividualinvention and
discoveries which others could
then adopr. A third line of
argument (manifesting his close
intellecrual relation o his
friend from Vienna, the philoso-
pher Karl Popper) was that the
history of western painting
shared with science the sclf-
itical urgency o overcome s
own preious formulassoas o

I awards (the
Gocthe, Hegel and Erasmus
prizes), may lead one to forget
thac his first 15 years in Britain
were fraught with difficulty: asa
restricted alien, he struggled o
lookafier his family. The war
years checked his professional
career, but the scope and
originality of his work in 1945-
60 make one aware of his pent-up
intellccrual encrgy and the
susained thinkingand reading
that musthave preceded.

herentand
cumpsndlous in represcning,
natural appearances.

For 40 ycars the book has
remained central to the discus-
sion of the visual arts by
philosophers,arc hstorians and
riics. It rerained this position
despite radical criticisms of
parts of his argument because at
its core it focused, as no art
historian befor had, on the role
ofillusion, on the fact that in
depiction, without our being

cach other. These essays
combinea conversational ease
of expression with a depth of
thought which makes them
perhaps the finest introduction
to the subject.

Several volumes followed,
mostly on Renaissanceart,the
mostinfluential of which was
Normand Form (1966), which
icludes the paperon Rapahcl's
Madonna.

Though he had written
cloquently about Picasso and
otherartists of the first half of
the century, they were not
central to his sensibility. He
was critical of various
modernisms: he was, for
instance, sceptical about
Schoenberg's 12-tone system as
musically disabling, and he was
unimpressed by art which
scemed to depend on makinga
thetorical gesture (as opposed
toartin which there was visible

internal structure), how:vu

Then, back in California, there were the so-
called Acid Tests that Kesey organised—parties
with music and strobe lights where he and his
friends served LSD-laced Kool-Aid to members
of the public and challenged them to avoid

“freaking out”.

This was the public Ken Kesey, the magnetic
leader who built a bridge from beatniks on the road
to hippies in the Haight-Ashbury, who brewed the
cultural mix that fermented everything from psych-
edelic art to acid-rock groups like the Grateful Dead
and Jefferson Airplane, and who in the process of
his pilgrimage blew an entire generation's mind.

Yet Wolfe also narrates the adventures of a
more private Ken Kesey, one who in addition to his
quests took the inner trips that gave him his best
fiction. It s true that by 1959, when he had his first
experience with drugs, he had already produced a
novel, End of Autumn, about college athletics,
although it would never be published. But after he
had volunteered at a hospital to be a paid subject of
experiments with little-known psychomimetic
drugs—drugs that bring on temporary states

resembling psychoses—his
imagination underwenta
startling change. To earn extra
money and to work on a novel
about the beatniks of San
Francisco, Kesey also took a
job as a night attendant on the
psychiatric ward of the
hospital. Watching the patients
there convinced him that they
were locked into a system that
was the very opposite of
therapeutic, and provided the
raw material for One Flew Over
the Cuckoo’s Nest. One night
on the ward, high on peyote, he
suddenly envisioned what
Wolfe describes as “a full-
blown Indian—Chief Broom—
the solution, the whole mother-
ing key, to the novel.”

As Kesey explained, his
discovery of Chief Broom,
despite not knowing anything
about American Indians, gave
him a character from whose
point of view he could depict a
schizophrenic state of mind and
atthe same time describe
objectively the battle of wills
between two other key
characters, the new inmate
Randle Patrick McMurphy, who
undertakes to fight the system,
and the tyrannical Big Nurse,
Miss Ratched who ends up

The serious und
music formed a crucial facmr in
the development of Gombrich’s

deluded, ghe up by
the represented subject that we
recognise within it—the

interesting the psychology of
such gescuring might be.
(The Times, London)

McMurphy. Chief
Broom’s unstable mental state
and Kesey's imagining of it,

. -
the prophetic essence of that whole period of
revolutionary politics going psychedelic, and much
of what it said has entered the consciousness of
many—possibly most— Americans.”

Over the next three decades, Kesey raised
cattle and sheep, and grew blueberries. He joined
school boards, helped out several local businesses,
ranawebsite, Intrepid Trips edited a magazine, Spit in
the Ocean, which he founded in 1974, and worked on
completing the films and tapes of the bus trip. He
coached wrestling at several local schools and
taught a graduate writing seminar at the Univer-
sity of Oregon. He practised his lifelong hobby of
magic and occasionally visited the bus Further,
which he kept in the woods on his farm. 0
(New York Times)
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ABOUT TOWN

MOVIES
00 Nepali and Hindi movies online ticket booking at www.nepalshop.com

EXHIBITION

00 Kenichi Komatsu 2001 Exhibition and sale of photographs by Japa-
nese photographer of Mustang, Dolpa and pilgrimages to old Nepali
temples. Organised by Japan-Nepal Photographic Exchange Society. 22
November-7 December, Nepal Art Council, Baber Mahal. 220735

00 Impressionistic photographs and Digital Art 1995-2001 by Sandy
Shum and Jyoti Duwadi. Until 26 November. Siddhartha Art Gallery, Baber
Mahal Revisited. 411122

00 Colour of my mind Paintings by Mona Ghosh. 20 November-2 Decem-
ber, Alliance Francaise, Thapathali. 241163

00 Paintings and sculptures by Surendra Pradhan and Ram K Bhandari.
Park Gallery, Pulchowk. Until 20 November, 10AM-6PM, Sunday-Friday. 522307

EVENTS

00 Action Asia Himalayan Mountain Bike Race Series 2001 18 and 24 November. Open to all,
five race categories, great prizes. Himalayan Mountain Bike. Info@bikingnepal.com. 437437
00 Contemporary Jazz dance classes by Meghna Thapa. At Alliance Francaise Sundays and
Tuesdays 4.30PM-6.30PM, 241163. At Banu's, Kamal Pokhari, Wednesdays 6.30PM-8PM,
Saturdays 1.30PM. 434024, 434830

Music

00 Live acoustic music
7.30PM-10PM 262526
00 Weekends at The Jazz Bar The Jazz Commission on Thursdays, Chris Masand's Latin
band on Fridays and on Saturdays An Fainne. 7PM onwards, Shangri-La Hotel. 412999

00 Live music Tuesday and Friday nights at the 40,000 ¥ ft Bar, Rum Doodle Restaurant.
414336

Dinesh Rai and Deependra every Friday at the Himalatte Café.

EATING OUT

00 Afro-Caribbean night with music and speciality food. Rs 500, 30 November, La'Soon
Restaurant and Vinotheque, Pulchowk. For reservations ring 535920.

00 Thai buffet dinner Adults Rs 750, Children under 12 Rs 500. Taxes extra. Summit Hotel,
Sanepa. 521810

00 Himalayan Feelings Fusion band every Friday night with full Sekuwa dinner and complimen-
tary beer or soft drink. Rs 555 per head, Rs1010 per couple at LY

Dwarika's Hotel. 479488

00 Le Cafe des Trekkers New Tibetan and French restaurant.
Special Spanish Paella on 2,3,4, 9,10,11 November. Jyatha,
Thamel, opposite Hotel Blue Diamond. 225777

00 Barbecue lunch with complementary wine or beer for adults,
soft drink for children. Saturdays and Sundays at the Godavari
Village Resort. 560675

00 Rox Restaurant Traditional home-style European cuisine from
a wood-fired oven. Steaks, trout, roasted vegetables, desserts.
Hotel Hyatt Regency. 491234

00 Peking Duck and Mandarin Music Chinese chefs’ mild and spicy delicacies from the far-
east at the Imperial Pavilion every Sunday. Hotel Shangri-La. 412999

00 Sandwiches Over the Rainbow American Diner with Fifth Avenue sandwiches, full meals at
backpacker prices. Opposite Pilgrims Book House, Thamel. 426518

00 Splash Bar and Grill New fifth-floor outlet with view of city and surrounding hills. Radisson
Hotel. 411818

GETAWAYS

00 Chiso Chiso Hawama Summer B&B package for Nepalis and expatriates. Rs 1,250 per
head. Club Himalaya Nagarkot Resort. 410432, 414432

00 Escape to Jomsom Two nights, three days, B&B package with tours and Pokhara-Jomsom
return airfare. Expats $250 per head. Valid until New Year. Jomsom Mountain Resort. 434870
00 Dwarika's Anytime Escape under the auctioneer's hammer. Bid for a full overnight package
in one of Dwarika's suites, starting from $130 per night. Until 18 November. 479488

00 Nagarkot Escape Weekends in cottages, views of the Himalayas, valleys and forests.
Special rates for Nepalis and resident expatriates. Hotel Keyman Chautari.
keyman@wlink.com.np 436850

MARTIN CHAUTARI

00 Media and democracy : Some thoughts about democracy Pratyoush Onta speaks, 20
November.

00 Power reverses Film by Prahlad Dhakal. Dhakal leads discussion after screening. 22
November.

Open to all. Unless otherwise indicated, all discussions are in Nepali. Both events 5.30PM,
Martin Chautari, Thapathali. 256239, 240059

For inclusion in the listing send information (o editors@nepaliimes. cam]

YAK YETI YAK

by MIKU

JANAKI GURUNG
Fyouwalk to Basantapuron
Saurday, 17 Novemberand you
pass the Kumari House you will

scea pyramid of newly-harvested

paddy (dhaan) with an AK-47
stuck on top. No, icwill not mean

BOOKWORM

B Of Myths and Movement: Rewriting Chipko into Himalayan History Haripriya
Rar

ngan
Oxford University Press, New Delhi,

Rs952

2000

In the 19705, local ies in G

arhwal began |

ked for fellingin sate-

owned commercialenerpiscs nprocs.Thisvolume brings Chipko back fromtherslmof

mvrh into the world of ge

al history. It revea

hy has been shap |bv

! ind how the

\uh\‘mnnvchmuLmriLpmnum\

y hingesonan und

Demystifying Tibet: Unlocking the Secrets of the Land of the Snows Lec Feigon

Tvan R Dec, Chicago, 1996
Rs2,000

Anauthoriative view of the history and culture of Tiber. Feigon attempts o locate the origins

of modern Tibetand sort out its controversial relationship with China. Although

etans and

Chinese share characteristics as a result of their long association with cach other, Tibetans have
far more in common with their nomadic Central Asian neighbours, and the idea that Tibetisa W

parc of China s very recent

Courtesy Mandala Book Point, Kantipath, 227711, mandala@ccsl.com.np

Stupa View and Restaurant & Terrace ~ at

Courses and many more. 425836/425894.

upa. Well-appointed restau-
rant and terraces with views of stupa and
Himalayas. International vegetarian
specialties, pizza from clay oven, ice cream,
soft guitar tunes on Fridays, Saturdays,
Sundays from 5PM on. Special events on full
moon. Open daily 11AM-8.30PM. 480262.

Secretary wanted Minimum three years
secretarial experience, excellent written and
spoken English, computer & basic accounts,
filing. Travel agency experience an advan-
tage. Immediate start. Position for GM of
Adventure Travel Co. Bio-data and photo to
PO Box 12673 KTM.

Kodari Eco Resort Peace in natural sur-
roundings, good views of Nepal/ Tibet border,
jungle-covered mountains, Buddhist monas-
teries, ancient Shiva cave. Hike to villages
with various ethnic groups, vantage points to
Himalayas. Comfortable accommodation,
attached bath, balcony or terraces, good food,
friendly service. 480262,
kodari@mos.com.np

ts.cCt
www.borderlandresorts.com.

Nagarkot Deepawali Special B&B, three-course
international gourmet dinner, transport both
ways. Rs 1,440 or $19. Naked Chef, Nagarkot.
417386, 680115

K-Too! Beer and Steakhouse not the “longest’,
“highest", “first” or any other superlative. Just a
relaxed, easy-going bar and restaurant with the
coldest beer and juiciest steaks this side of the
moon. By the Kathmandu Guest House. 433043

HMB Mountain Biking Have your bike serviced or
repaired by HMB's Professional Mechanics at the
HMB Workshop. Riding gear, accessories and
parts available. Second hand bikes bought/sold/
hired. New and reconditioned mountain bikes for
sale. Himalayan Mountain Bikes—Tours and
Expeditions. 437437.

House for rent or sale ~Sitapaila Ring Road, 12-
minute drive from Lincoln School. Two roapni
compound, five bedrooms, two bathrooms,

kitchen, dining and sitting room, servant's

of guerrilla warfare
between the governmentand the
Maoists. Tt will in fact be the latest
installation art exhibition by Nepali
artist,Jyoti Duwad, trying to draw
attention to the world's gun
culture through e,

“What Lam trying to show is
how much rice can be bought with
the same amount money that it
costs o buy an assaultrifle,”
Duwadi told us while preparing for
his exhibition. The show s called
“Value” and will drawattention to
how the economic cost of conflict
exactsan emotion toll from
communitiesaround the world.

Duwadi says he has been
increasingly disturbed by the series
of violent acts in the past year that
have rent his motherland, and his
adopted home, America. In carlier
visits to Nepal, Duwad had been
concerned about the escalating
Maoist violence, and just when he
thought things couldn’t get worse,
the royal massacre happened in
Nepal,and then the World Trade
Centre bombings In despair,this
passionate pacifist is trying to
explore the connections between
human conflict, miliarisation,
povertyand despair

Duwadi i trying to collect as
many of the namesof the estimated
2,000 Nepalis who have died in the
pastsix years of Maoist violence as
possible and these will be exhibited
alongside the rice. Visitors will be.
encouraged tolightoil lamps and
burn incense so that the artwork
itselfbecomes ashrine and a
memorial for the souls of the dead.

On Tuesday, the dhaan will be
putinto jute sacks and marked
with the names of Afghanistan,
Sierra Leone, Congo and other
countries torn by war, and replica
tifle will be laid alongside the sacks
tosymbolise an end to violence.

Using dhaan for Duwadiisa

tion, and theardist says heis
inspired by the poetry ofhis

grandfacher, poct Dharani Dhar
Koirala who wrote 50 years ago:

Nepal, yoursmiling fice
Would I scei, or die withour
Thisis the worry that aches my
heare
Towards hope or despair.
Duwadileft Nepalin 1971 and
did his PhD in politicalscience
ﬂom Claremont. Buthis heart was
and he did his frst
dhow n 1978 and hsexhibied
regularly in the US. In 1994 he
came o Nepal ona bricfstint with
the United Nations. He has done
scveral exhibitions in Nepal before,
including one on nagas, the serpent
saviours of the waterand.air. °T
wanted to generate an interest in
the environment, and the nagas

FAREWELL TO A PRINCESS

Docshe feel the tug of home, s
that why he has keptiin touch with
his homeland and keeps coming
back? “Absolutely. This is where
my roots are this is my connection
o my past, my ancestors, my
being.” Duwadsarcform demon-
strates this symbolic ink to the
land: his ongoing exhibition in the
Siddharth Art Gallery i called:
“Earth Drawings o Digital Prins”.
(See below)

In the exhibitson display there,
e took soilfrom Nepal,the
United Statesand rubbed icon
Nepali paper, scanned the resule
and worked on them digitally o
produce coloursand patterns that
havea near-hypnoticeffect.

In his heart o hearts, Duwadi
is concerned about the global
culture of violence and the effct it
hason the human soul. Through

others. “I started thinking about it
five years ago, with the gun-related
violence in the United States, and
chen it happened inmy own
country with the royal massacre,
and then September 11 hap-
pencd.”

Visualising the Cost of
Vioence
Art installation by Jyoti
Duwadi

Basantapur
17-20 November
Inauguration: 4:30 PM on
Saturday, 17 November
www.akash-himal.com

Digital Art 1995-2001

Jyoti Duwadi

Siddhartha Art Gallery, Baber
Mahal Revisited

NS W N SOL0Hd TIY

(From top to bottom) Princess Prekshya’s body arrives at Kathmandu
ro. King

aitport on Monday evening ona Roy

and Crown Prince Parasariveat Pashupati for the
Prekshy hitashma and Dilasha wih Queen Komalprepare
o garland the late Princess. Queen Komal and che Princess’two daugh-

1-26 November
heal himselfand www.
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NEPALI WEATHER

by NGAMINDRA DAHAL

Enjoy this glorious weather for as long as it lasts—until
the wind direction changes and starts bringing in the
haze again from the Gangetic plains from the southwest.
A huge high pressure area over the Tibetan plateau is
keeping away the effects of the cyclone over the Bay of
Bengal which have only grazed Sikkim, and haven't
brought any rain or snow over Nepal. This high pressure
will also deflect the westerly disturbance currently over
Kashmir and not bring any precipitation to the Himalaya.
‘The days next week will be a balmy 25 but the minima
are going to hit 5 degrees C on the edges of the Valley
and 8 degrees C in the city.

KATHMANDU VALLEY
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The way to Mexico is too far. Botega Restau-
rant and Tequila Bar is near Thamel Chowk.
266433. 15 percent off-season discount.

The Borderlands Resort For canyoning,
rafting, trekking at Tibet borders, Profes-
sional Development Program, Leadership

quarters, other facilities. 356074, or 98103-0322
(Hari, Shanta, Sanju, John)

Best Room in Thamel Long-term only. Private
terrace, bath, double-bed, wardrobe, shelves.
Quiet, private, and a great view. USS5 per day.
Contact John 548119
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echinology has triumphed, and the
debate over its use in art is over.
But the vicory for technology didnt

European art world with an exhibit that was
simply an inverted commode, futurist
Fillipo Marinetti, who apotheosised
technology; the king of kitsch Andy Warhol,

Art, manipulated

meaning of art, eventually leading to the
acceptance of technology in art. But all
that, even if some of it happened some 80
years ago, hadn't really touched Nepal.
Until now.

US-based artist Jyoti Duwadi's exhibi-
tion of computer-aided paintings, which he
calls digital prints, at the Siddhartha Art
Gallery should be of interest to Nepali
audiences. There are altogether eleven
paintings done in three different styles on
display—the difference in style being the
difference in the programs used to ‘paint
orgenerate the artworks.

The interesting thing about technol-
ogy-aided artlike Duwadi's is that the
possibilities seem endless. Take, for
example, the painting titled Desert. Here
the artist has superimposed one photo-
graphic image over another. Then he has
distorted and manipulated the images to
create a painting in which one can see,
quite clearly, a forest receding in the
background in the upper half and, not so
clearly, igures in sombre attitudes veiled

In other paintings, instead of working
on the images available to him, Duwadi
has created images that are purely
abstract. On account of this, ry as one
might, it is difficult for the viewer to relate
them to everyday reality. So one looks for
aesthetic beauly in these images, and
there one runs into another matter.
Possibly because we are used to conven-
tional paintings and colours, the images
and their colours, while nice to ook at,
don't really strke a chord. Digital prints
‘seem to lack that immediacy of colour and
texture that conventional paintings have.
Perhaps this is why the painting called
Earth Drawing, though rather—a few fines
drawn unaided by the computer—has a
different, more appealing feel than the
rest of the paintings.

Also on display at the Siddhartha Art
Gallery is the work of Sandy Shum, a
photographer from Thailand. Shum likes to
call her work impressionistic photographs
and, like Jyoti Duwadi's paintings, her
photographs will be new to a Nepali

temple, gongs, bells and the windhorses—
coloured pieces of cloth printed vith
Buddhist texts—that we see festooned
around gompas. The subjects seems
ordinary. But Shum’s photographs are
anything but

She forgoes the idea of photographic
reality and subverts the very essence of
photography—that of capturing a subject
precisely, in its finely detailed glory.
Instead, they are rather characterised by
vague, blurred lines and textures, very
much like those in impressionist paintings.
Some of Shum'’s subjects have hard, bone-
like feel, similar to mixed media painting
that uses adhesive. How she achieves this
is simple—Shum presses a rounded nub of
a special kind of pen against the Polaroid
of a photograph and then prints it to get
different textures. The process demands
creativity, however—particularly in decid-
ing what texture suits which surface.

Shum's photographs are different, no
doubt. But are they beautiful? More
beautiful than they would have been
without being manipulated in Polaroid?
This reviewer has his reservations. [

The work of Jyoti Duwadi and Sandy
Shum s on view at the Siddhartha Art

come quickly or easily, it took years of

redefining the meaning of ‘art’. Dadaist

Marcel Duchamp, who shocked the

who created art out of discarded cans—they

all helped broaden and redefine the

by what look like optical threads in the
lower half.

Gallery until 26 November, 11AM-6PM,
Sunday through Friday.

audience. Shum has mainly photographed
sculptures of the Buddha, Swoyambu
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Bhakta Bahadur’s Malaya

tthe age of six, his parents
A left their home village in

Gorkha and took Bhakta
Bahadur Rana with them to
Burma. That was a time when
thousands of Nepalis from the
midhills left their impoverished
vilages and headed eastin
search of work—to Darjeeling,
Assam and further to Burma and
Thailand. Bhakta Bahadur's
parents were in the Thai town of
Surat Thani when the war
erupted. The Japanese were in
Burma, and at age 16 Bhakta
Bahadur left his parents and went
to work in a rubber plantation in
Malaya.

But in 1942 the war pursued
him there. When it was all over,
south-east Asia lay in ruins, the
Japanese were gone but anti-
colonial civil wars continued. In
the jungles of the Malayan
peninsula, Maoist guerrillas were

battling the British, and Bhakta
Bahadur joined up with the colonial
police as a staff sergeant.

“Fifty years ago | fought
Maoists in Malaya, now | see
Maoists in my own country.
Sometimes life is very ironic,” rued
Bhakta Bahadur during a Dasain
trip to Nepal to make pilgrimages to
Janakpur, Manakamana and
Muktinath. Bhakta Bahadur looks
much younger than his 80 years,
and despite afall from a horse in
Muktinath after which he was
evacuated by helicopter to
Jomsom, he looked none the
worse for it.

Today, Bhakta Bahadur and his
son run a successful security
agency. ‘| hire only Nepalis, they
are my blood, you have to help
people of your own blood.” Bhakta
Bahadur has given employment to
more than 300 Nepalis in Malaysia
many of them body guards for VIPs
and business executives.

Bhakta Bahadur is the patriarch
of the Nepali community in Malay-
sia, and often takes up the
problems of the estimated 5,000
Malaysians of Nepali origin directly
with Prime Minister Mahathir
Mohammad. The latest case
involved the predominantly-Nepali
town of Rawang which was
directly in the path of a new
highway, the inhabitants were
relocated and their housing needs
taken care of.

Bhakta Bahadur says he has
deep attachment to his Nepali roots
and is worried about how younger
Malaysian Nepalis are losing touch.
That s why he gets the community
to celebrate Dasain, speak Nepali
and keep their Nepali identity. His
only regretin life: “| never really
had the time to study. Today the
youngsters are all well-educated
and it has opened their eyes.”

Even without education,
Bhakta Bahadur has the wisdom
and vision to lead his community.
Common sense and generosity, it
seems, do not need education. ‘|
have become religious in my old
age," he admitted to us. “I have
understood the value of my
homeland, my soil, my water. | will
come back and die here." 0
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