EXCLUSIVE

23 February

The state of national emergency wil
come up for renewal in parliament by 23
February (counting by the Nepali
calendar). The main opposition UML,
now close to reuniting with the ML, and
which has the critical votes needed for
ratification, won't say yet which way itll
go. The probable scenario is that the
emergency will be lifted on the 23rd, but
parliament will allow the goverment to
keep its anti-lerrorism enforcement under
the Terrorist and Disruptive Activities
Ordinance. Most politicians agree that
the army should continue fighting the
Maoists, but without absolute emergency
powers. The casualties since 23
November has now crossed 500, with 350
of them Maoists, according o the
Defence Ministry's tally. Several thou-
sands have been arrested, and 9,000
Maoists have reportedly surendered.
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Q. Should the Maoists now return to the
negotiating table?
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Meanwhile, i the rest of Nepal.
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““Even non-Maoists who were active in

the village have fled...”

—Development worker
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THE MORNING AFTER

It does feel a lot like we are hosts cleaning up the plates.
after a new year's party. And what a party it was. Nepalis
showed what we can do when we put our minds to it. We
also exhibited our legendary capacity to leave things till b
the last minute. Our expat friends are being polite when they ~

tell us that Nepalis work best under pressure. What they really mean
that we couldn't be bothered until it's too late.

Nowhere is that more true than the way we have been dealing with our
nation's development for the past 40 years. Sorry to keep on harping
about it on this page, but we have really messed things up big time.
Despite being the darling of the donors, despite commanding tremen-
dous international goodwill, and despite having enormous potential to
surge ahead with tourism and hydropower, we have failed in the only
criteria that really matters—we have failed to raise living standards and
ensure equity among Nepalis. These failures are all the more glaring
because the success stories abound (see “Not all gloom and doom” in #
75). In all these cases, we see how easy it is to achieve results with a
simple of integrity, and good

Blaming a heartless elite, finding scapegoats, bashing donors, is all
very well and easy to do. Many of them deserve it. But that is not going to
get us out of the rut we're in. This time we have to look forward, chart out a
strategy, give ourselves realistic targets and work hard to achieve them.
Nepali officialdom needs to show a singlemindedness we have not seen
in the past. Our elected leaders need to demonstrate vision, honesty and
efficiency. Nepal's problems are vast, and solutions are urgently needed
Before we start sounding like a minister's speech, here is one of our
periodic checklists for urgently-required interventions:
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by CK LAL

A long, cold and foggy winter in the tarai shows no sign of ending.

SUGA, MAHOTTARY- Winter ina tarai
village s not charming anymore. Gone are
the days when the fresh hay and balmy sun
warmed your heart and body. For four years

mightend up weakening their hold over the
resources ofthe state. Clan, commaunity,
and castesill rule the roostin the village
here, but even thatis disappearing, Itis

bya el

service provider, public water supply
would not be so cheap, and waste water
would be managed a ot better. The marker
wentforvolume, individual houses optcd

1. Resolve the Maoist crisis one way or the other, to

2. Go hand-in-hand with a massive job-creation initiative, by

3. Wooing domestic and foreign investors, and

4. Concentrating on high-value, long-staying tourism.

5. Launch a nationwide infrastructure drive that will create jobs and
provide a backbone for future development,

6. Concentrating in the midwest and other neglected areas.

7. Launch an effective anti-corruption drive to catch the big fish, and start
with the most blatant and top graft: fuel i

8. Rescue the garment, pashmina and carpet industries with export
promotion, price stabilisation and quality control.

9. Begin a result-oriented delivery of basic health and primary health

care to rural areas.
10. Show us some proof that we have a government.

We got a tiny glimpse of the kind of effort required during the past
weeks of breakneck park-building, road-paving and zebra-painting it

dby

inarow, the tarai hasbx

blocking

tion. Ar he frst glance, the rurallandscape

y inter fog, Itis gloomy
outthesun for dayson end, and theair lacks
thechanaceristic crispncss of carly morning
s, Insome viays, he gloom symboliscsthe
foggy sute ofourstate.

Teis casy to blame global warming or
the hole n the ozone layer for everything,

Kathmandu. We had invited SAARC dignitaries for a party, and we were
ashamed about what they would think when they saw the slums at
Tinkune, the shabby buildings and dusty roads. So we spruced them up.
Somehow it doesn't seem to matter that the asphalt is already frayed, the
zebras have faded, the sidewalks have crumbled. But at least it looked
good for a while. We showed that when push comes to shove, we can get
off our behinds. And with slightly more honesty and efficiency, we could
get much better results.

If only we showed the same sense of shame about outsiders finding
out about our female literacy, which is the lowest in South Asia. If we could
be as embarrassed by our maternal mortality rate, which is one of the
highest in the world. If we hung our heads in shame at the proportion of
Nepali children who are stunted because of poor nutrition. That is what
we should be ashamed about, not what visitors will think about the shanty
town below Bagmati Bridge.

The party is over, and there have been enough speeches. Let's get to
work.

that h the weather. But more

in-depth studies are needed o explain to us

exacty why the refreshing, fog-dispeling
vty h

looksall calm and screne. But stay justa
few more days,and the harshness of Mar's
“rural diocy” boilsover.

Remittances from West Asiaand
carnings from Gujaratand Puniab v for
attention as the minarets of mosques isc
higherand muralsin temples b

d thereis nobody to look
afr the damage being done to the commu-
nity. Another symbolicinstanceof the
“tragedy of the commons”.

Quarrelsin rural arcas are vicious, but
the stakesare low and petty. People come
o blows overan argument about a goat
that strayed ino neighbour’s ficld of
chi

cas. Lath b htout to resolve

garish. Thestronger currency of West Asia

theissue of whose child reieved herselFon
the door ofthe local priest. Brothers and

Anccdotal easons arcaplenty, but no
e oo off

talks louder than the Indian Rupee bank
drafts. Peopl che volt Ftheir TV

d theirlves fighting icoutin

sets to drown outl belchi

for the thick fog that grips much of the
Indo-Gangetic plain, causing sheer miscry
for manyand discomforc or most, The
resulting cold-wave Killthe poor and the
children by the dozen, but the South Asian
d y the dozen, but th

pop bhajans non-stop. The market is
insidious. It docs not lcave even the non-
participant unaffeced. Havi

courtrosetlett p ofafew hand-

measures of fallow land.
Eveningaddssomemore o thelicany of

atRs3perkg,
kes—dh

around the village exchanging human hair for
fisulsofthe cheap sonpapad. Poor mothers

cuttheirlocks thatwill probablyend upas

iy black-hair wigs for chic

remains preoccupicd with whatitconsiders  New Yorkersso theycan feed
more pressingissues—nuclear bombs,spy  theirchildren.
saelltes, and cryogenic boosters. Notjust With mostable-bodied
Indians, our Iscientistsacthe  menofworkingageabroad
grandly named Nepal Agricultural Rescarch — makinga ving thevillageshere
Centre (NARC) also couldn't be bothered.  have becomea refugefor

‘The persistent fog may | hi omen, Joyable, th

todowith the ntensive irrgation required

forthe hybrid wheat of India’s Green

Revolution that has sarted o push

castward. It mightalso be linked to the
o

old thesickand thevery young,
Anunintended benefit of this
has been that women are
empowered. Even so-caled
high

pantin
the flood plains due to embankments buile
along iverbanks, ostensibly to control

floodingduring th Ttis possble

have come
outof purdah perforce, as they
have to un their houscholdin
he ab men. They

that the cmissions from the conl-fired power
plantsof Eastern Urcar Pradesh and Bihar
ageravate the situation. Then there isthe
chinning forest cover i the region, which
doeslittle o hel ;

must go to pay land-tax, buy
ferdliser from the marketor
sellagricultural produce to
tide overan emergen
b oo

p air-qualiy.
Inall probability,the fog that hangs ikea
pall of gloom over the Ganga plains and our
arai s a resultof all these facors.

Even withoutthe fog, lfc n villages
hereis changing Itisles aid-back,a ot
more competitive. Despite the loud protests
you hearin the capital over the
politciation, peopleare ifanyching, not
politiciscd cnough. Perhaps peoplein the
cities harp on about excessive political spiric
because they fear the development of
politicalsolidariy n the “hinterlands™

tances from the local bank.
“The collapse of community lif is
mostvisible in the drains that flood the
narrow strcets of the village. Earlicr,
people fetched water from public wells
and used it judiciously. These days,
shallow pumps are installed in almost
every house, but there are no public

p it D,
By D M
man'ssource o energy—arein shortsupply. In

theabsenceofsunshine, dung doesn'tcry fase

enoughto beused forfel. Thealremativeis
00 o bed carly, Children who resisare
frightencd with thisadmonition: “fyou don't
slecp carly, Maobaadiswill comeand gecyou.”
Avthecommunity tap, “Thearmy il crush
them,isthe overwhelming refin. Another

and
e

drains to safcly dispose the overfl
the sewage. The resultis cleaner pri
houses surrounded by dirty public spacs.
Had the statc been a more cffective

says “Whatiftheydon'c”

Thefogholdsusprisoner. When il we
feel the warmth of che sun again? Thiswinteris
wmingoutto bea rather longonefor the
s, for Nepal.
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ilicary action alone cannot win
the hearts and minds of the
people, and the government must

realise that the causes of the Maoist
insurgency must be addressed at it very
he insurgency spread because the
state failed to deliver service and justice,
because it could not frce the people from
the shackles of poverty and backward-

ness. The state was unable do so because
there was deep-seated distortion and

decayin its functioning
Unless we reform thesc
problems and set out to
provide development
that focuses on the poor in
the affected arcas, we will
not be addressing the
problem,.
‘The emergency and the
terrorism ordinance have given
great powers to the government.
"There isa danger of the abuse
of such swecping authority
because the Nepali Congress
hasa history of abuse. The
opposition must thercfore
remain vigilane, it must monitor
and check the use of emergency
powers to prevent their
misuse. The Nepali Con-
gresson the other hand
needs to rise to this
extraordinary occasion
and seran example of
restraint,fairness and
freedom.
Restoring law
and order will
mercly treat the
symptoms, not the
cause of the disease. The
emergency is an opporcunity for
political reform. This isa war not just
against insurgents, but against corrup-
tion. Political instability has cost the
country dearly. Vast sums need o be
spent o win the numbers game in
parliament. The players in this game have
become dependent on the only source of
such large sums whenever necded: the
smuggling mafia which has pencrrated the
political system. The criminalisation of
electoral politics was a natural manifesta-

tion of this decay. Politicisation and
partisan incerference have weakened most
state inseiutions: the bureaucracy, the
police, the intelligence scrvices, public
cducation, state corporations. Indced,
thisis the reason why civilsecurity
organs of state ailed in their attempts to
tackle the insurgency.

Itis now up to the opposition to bea
watchdog o ensure that the decay hasn't
caten into the core of our value-syster.
Ifwe are nor carcfil, the emergency
could actually engrain the malaise. The
constiution provided that a two-third
majority must endorse the emergency
three monchs afrer its declaration. This
clause is designed to arrest any misuse of
the emergency provision by a majority
party or its government.

A nation cannot remain just a
geographical configuration. Itisa
collective expression of all cthnic groups,
their cultures, religion and languages, A
state muststrike an echnic balance and
must not be the instrument of
marginalisinga caste or class. The
Maosts,for instance, have opened 21
different echnic fronts to capitalise on
these sentiments. Twelve years of
democracy have done precious lictle o
resolve the grievances of the cthnic
groups of the hills and the tarai. They are
not just vote banks, and need nothing
less than affirmative action or even
“reservation” to address theirjust
representation in policis,the services and
allarcas of public education. In addition, as
cited ina RPP strategy paper, the govern-
ment needs to use the opportunity of the
emergency to push through new inicatives
i developmentand the poliical process.

Aslawand order is restored and the
ambit of the state expands in the arcas

by PASHUPATI SHUMSHERE JB RANA

Reform vs revolution

If all the govemment thinks it should do is sit back and let
the army fight the insurgents and the donors pay for
development, then it is sadly mistaken.

where the insurgency had forced it o
retreat into isolated pockets, there must
beimpartial development, i
gencrating activities, job-creating
programmes. Thisis cssenial o win
over the masses in the insurgency
affected areas. And as the hold of
insurgency is rolled back these sccurity
actions will creatc a political vaccum.
All parties must move togecher in
consensus to reoccupy the vaccum and
restore the democratic process.

Prime Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba
has made statements ruling outany
possibility of reopening dialogue. Thisis

mentwithout reform, withouta
restoration of the political process will
be pointless.

How do we find the money for this,
and find it now ? There has been some
attempt at engaging the donors and the
response seems positive. However
Nepal's extremely poor record in
delivering theaid to the targetted poor
and the tendency for leakage will be an
impediment. The government will have
o provide iron-clad guarantecs that
the aid will each the poor in the affected
arcas. The negotiating processand the
natural dme lag will also mean thataid

L i

an example o
blinkered policy: when it wasin the
negotiating mood it pursucd negotia-
tions with single-minded vehemence,
and closed s eyes to any other
possibilcics. Now that negortiations
have broken down, it has done an about
turn by pursuinga policy of “combac
and confrontation” with the same
single-mindednss.

“The tragedy with this governmentis
its readiness to swing from one extreme to
the other without considering oprions.
Politicsisa gume which thrives on
alternatives,therefore itwould be foolish
osetaside the option of negotiation at

willtake consi
Alternatives need to be cxamined.

One such alternative is debt-relicf.
“The only reason that Nepal does not
receive debr relicf is that our forcign
exchange rescrves have made us capable
of servicing debt and repaying
installments in time. Nepal must put
her case for debe reliefin the new
context of the worldwide war on
errorism. Indecd, our capacity to
repay debtis very much in doubt n the
new context. The time hasalso come o
tap the patriotism of the financial system
and of national capital-by ssuing long-

) natonai

term bonds”. This

any stage. The Maoists indulge n terorist
acts, but thereis ing that the

-
could bean immediate meansof raising

and reform

aimsof their insurgency is politcal in
character, The natural landing place of a
politically motivated insurgency isa
negoriated secdlement.

fobilising the army against
insurgency is an extremely expensive
affairand this has prompred the
Minister of Finance to announce
diversion of funds from development to
security. Yet security wichout develop-

is
ack and hope that
the donors willll he gap n financing,
then icissadly mistaken. It has toshow it
isatleast tying to mobilscinternal

Pashupati Shumsher JB Rana is the
General-Secretary of the Rastriya
Prajatantra Party.

DONT TALK

Statements by politicians that
talks with Maoists are possi-
ble if they surrender weapons
and say sorry, and by Nepali
intellectuals that such talks
are the only way to resolve the
“insurgency”, are a sad
confirmation of the inability of
our elite to be either coherent
or consistent in thought, word,
or deed.

Leaders of major political
parties say repeatedly (when it
suits them) that the Maoists
are terrorists. When the
emergency was declared the
Government itself formally
declared the Maoists to be
terrorists. How can there be
“talks” with terrorists? The only
talks can be about how to
facilitate the surrender of any
Maoists who wish to give up,
and what pardon to give them
after considering their terrorist
crimes. The numerous victims
of Maoist murder, rape,
maiming, looting, arson,
destruction, and desecration
of religious sites and value
must be addressed. There is
no turning back.

Mithun Jung

TOURISM
1 enjoyed the interview with

Regarding the interview with
Naxal | Yogendra Shakya, |was

amazed you did not ask him
(nor did Mr Shakya mention)

Tourism Board member
Yogendra Shakya (Biz Chat, #
74). There is a huge potential
in non-traditional markets.
Many Americans like me
would love to retire or live part
of the year in Nepal. However
due to Nepal's present visa
policies, non-Nepali citizens
are allowed only 120 days per
calendar year, and must trek
down to the visa office each
month and undergo a lengthy
interrogation to be allowed
that privilege. And even
though | am married to a
Nepali, | could not apply and
receive residency status
without my husband person-
ally making the application in
Kathmandu. | encourage
members of the Nepal Tourist
Board to lobby government
authorities to “think outside
the box" and extend the visa
allowance, which could
potentially bring millions of
fupees into the country. More
will come to Nepal if the visa
process is more open and
extended.

Donna Spoon Regmi
Chapel Hill, NC, USA

the horrible behaviour of the
Department of Immigration staff
toward visitors. They are
unwelcoming and extort money
when you try to extend your visa.
And why does the Home
Ministry continue to overcharge
for visas while at the same time
discouraging foreigners from
spending longer periods in
Nepal? Is it xenophobia?

It is very sad that the tourism
industry in Nepal is suffering but
I think it is as much to do with
the people operating the
tourism industry in Nepal as
with bad publicity. | visited
Nepal a year ago and saw a
notice at a Thamel hotel which
said “Nepalis not allowed".
How can tourism be revived if
you ignore domestic tourism?
Jan D

2002

Re: your poll question: “Do you
think 2002 will be a better year
for Nepal than 2001?" (475)
One response could be: we
can only hope. But is just
“hoping or wishing" enough to

Danny Birch
New York

Denmark

make 2002 a better year for
Nepal? A change of numerical
numbers in the dates will hardly
bring any automatic positive
changes in our lives and the
nation. The effects of our
thoughts, and perception have
more serious impact in shaping
our future than we convention-
ally choose to accept. We must
create our own reality, our own
destiny by using our thoughts
and perceptions as the raw
materials. But we are afraid to
accept this because then we
cannot habitually blame anyone
or anything for our failure.
Neither our education system

nor our religious culture have
ever been designed to allow
people to “strongly believe in
anything”, even their own

judgement.

Rajeeb Satyal
Bansbari

It was really refreshing to know
how Nepal has progressed in
the last decade amidst all the
news of fighting, killing and
failure to deliver. “Not all gloom
and doom” (#75) rightly points
out that we have not falled on all
fronts. Though the most glaring
failure is on the political front,
the common Nepali is moving
forward, slowly but continuously.
In these troubling times, it is

hard to be an optimist but we
have no choice. We have to
look forward.
Sajju Khatiwada
Pennsylvania.

There could be one more
addition to “Not all gloom and
doom” (#75). The preliminary
findings of the Nepal Demo-
graphic Health Survey, 2001
shows the Infant Mortality Rate
(IMR) and Child Mortality Rate:
(CMR) to have decreased
substantially over the years to
64.2/1000 live births and 91/
1000 live births respectively.
For the first time the figures
here are better than that of
India—and India boasts one
doctor per 5,000 citizens,
while the ratio in Nepal is just
over one per 20,000. Thanks
to some very successful
public health interventions
such as the Vitamin A pro-
gramme, the distribution and
consumption of iodised salt,
the diarthoeal disease control
programme and the treatment
of pneumonia at the commu-
nity level by the Female
Community Health Volunteers
among others.

Rajendra Karki

By email
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HEMLATA RAI
he aggrandising propaganda
of the Panchayat years
curned Prithvi Narayan

Shah the Great into a surreal

figure. Many of his visi

statements remain buried in exam
answer sheets,or the subcon-
scious slf of most Nepalis.

Surtounded by mythsand

legends, Prichvi Narayan Shah is

oncof those historical figures
people find it hard to actually
relate to. Even so, social analysts,
political scientists and historians
allagree on two things: that he
wasa brilliant leader, and that he

The Gteat Unifier

Prithvi Narayan Shah is more than the founder of Nepal. Many of his policies
are as relevant today as they were when he set out to make Nepal one.

was on occasion only too human.

Prichvi Narayan Shah’s
birthday, 27 Poush (11 January
this year) is commemorated as
Nepal's “National Unity Day”.
For the ordinary citizen, this has
turned into yet another national
holiday, a forced annual ritual—
garlanding of his starue n fron
of Singa Durbar, speeches

and photo-ops for policical
personalities.

However, the great kings
vision and policies are as
relevant today as they were
when he set out 260 years ago
from his hillcop town of Gorkha
o unify Nepal. Media com-
mentator CK Lal says re-
reading Prithvi Narayan Shah is
still useful. “The nation
building project he initiated
still remains incomplete,”
hesays.

Prichvi Narayan Shah
inherited the rule of the hilly
Gorkha kingdom in 1742, at
the age of 20. But the young
king wasn' contentand he
went on o fight—and win—the
numerous batles that in 1769
resulted in the creation of
territory we know as modern

lepal.

Wasitall partofa

in sharp contrast to successors,
like Singh Pratap Shah and
Ran Bahadur Shah, who spent
more time pursuing the study
of tantra rather than ruling
anation.

Pant prefers to call Prithvi
Narayan the “re-unifier” of the
Nepalistate racher than “the
unifier” school textbooks
describe him as. According o
him, stone inscriptions from
the time of Samundra Gupra of
Allahabad suggest that some
1,500 years ago, the borders of
a proto-Nepal went as far as
Assam in the cast and Kumaon
in the west before it broke up
into smaller kingdoms.

Whatever the case, says
hiscorian KB Uday, “The
expansion of the Nepali state
(from what it was in the 18

gameplan, b
the start to conquer dlffcrem
territories and forge a new
counery called Nepal? Historian
Dinesh Raj Pant brushes aside
the probability. He believes
Prichvi Narayan Shah was
inspired purcly by an ambition
to expand the borders of his
Kingdom initally, and was

century) can be atrributed o
Prichvi Narayan Shah's abilicy
to motivatc and mobilisc
people.” When he ascended to
the Gorkha throne, the
Kingdom was weak economi-
allyand milicarily. Gorkha
faced constan threat of
invasion from the powerful
o "

determined to avoid the defeat
his facher, Nar Bhupal Shah,
had to face. He was determined
o keep his kingdom free and
safe from the British who were
acting belligerent to the south,
and the restive Tibetans to

the norch.

“Hewas an excellent ruler,
strategist par excellence, and
champion of psychological
warfare. Moreover, he was
single-mindedly into the
business of ruling a kingdom,”
Professor Pant says. That was

Lamjung, Palpaand Tanahu.
As firststep in the cam-
paign, Prithvi Narayan Shah
wanted to strengthen his army
and so mobilised allthe youh
of his kingdom, regardless of
caste. Maybe this was reason
for his famous cdict—though
not politically correctin
present day Ncpal—lha\ Ncpal

Going agains tradiion, he
recruited Rana (Magars) to

increase the participation of
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Nagasakiatea constant reminder of their effectiveness a dealing

Blasp

Donudar\veapomwurk’Asagenuofmas\dmrucnon Hiroshima

death and destruction. No, I wonderabout the nuclear arsenls of
Indinand Pkistn,and whecherthey hasen't helped kecp the pesce

beween twoangy

by nternal censionsand

emy on the beach £

There may be a South Asian version of Mutually Assured Destruction.
But a little less madness would do us good.

unil now, largelyignored by therest of the world.

Like many, [ went ballisic at the Indian nuclar tests in May of 1998,
Pakistan’ follow-on was even more maddening, Here wete twoTitans of
Poveny pouring funds—in aisan'scs, lrgely moncyfecd upby
. They'd
fough three largely pointless wars and spent the beter part of six decades
finding reasons o hate cach other.

Inmid-1998, they recklessly upped the ante hugely, endangeringa
region that I've come to love and live in. Now I'm notso sure. Call me
shallow, or diven by evens, buc [ wonderf the rlacvely small nuclear
arsenalsin both countries haven't helped avoid all out war, a least twice in
the past oy Who, L can hcmhe screams of outragealready, not
leastfrom cd the 19805 away protesting
against American and Soviet nuclear weapons.

All-out India-Pakistan Nuc|=arer

Maniss)

prssurefrom it breahing deskgenerlof he Indian mediaand the
h !

Vajpayee makesallthe right noiscs, General Musharaffregretsbut alks
cquallytough. Meamwhil, he quicy rounds up milantswhileIndi'swily
leaderkecps hemilaryprcp blclimics. War

dand only the frighteninely call

wmmenmnannDdhlsesmsdisaypoinm{

Tam willing to bet both Musharaffand Vajpayee were wellaware of the
immense risks they were taking, and knew how far they could go before
sarting o tone things down. The problem liesin Pakistan’s conventional
infeorty 0 Indi. As sl poorer county hathsbensubjeied o
an American e, Pakistan is simply not
ableobt Indiain comsntional bt Th: Pakisaniarmed foresarc
wellmined, theya cal weight.

icslike nuclear dsupportfor cross
border insurgencies are a naral partof Pakistan's arsenal. Isamabad might
havelitcle choice bombsifinvaded by Indian armour

Butlet’s consider the evidence. The Kargil conflict in 1
described as South Asiaon the brink ofal out nuclear war. Pakistan had
organised an incursion into Indian-controlled territory along the line of
control, India fought back fiercely, and with a litde help from Bill Clinton,

saw offthe threat from across the line.

Delhi, Atal Behari
hisside of the LO( /\n l'\mLmzn dlph)mdnL source mld me: JﬁLrv...\rd
that there Islamabad that nuclear

be used if the Indians crossed the line. That's denied in public by both
Indu and l’aJQsmn yetit makes some sense. And if it's e, then wemust

=

Hundredsof young Indian men died { mountain
peaks that would defy the sill of mountaineers, We l probably never
knnow how many from the other side were illed, bue my frends n Gilgie
and Skardu told me that funerals wenton for days fier the d

and infantry. Butlesta flock of hawks gather round me, let me say Lsill
hate nuclear weapons. Just because they deterwar in times of thetorical
hostlty docsn't mean that defusing tensions i no imperative.

o e, sk erheat dand

h

duringdchld\Y/n
 Tondertooabout the d of Delhi-Ishamabad hostiliies.

leof the Snurh /\\l;\n version of
TO qation that kept the peace

control, :s in both countries, nuclear accidents and so on. It
allunderlines the need to move ovwards egional peace and the prospericy
thacwill ollow. Even Washingtonand Moscow el sbandoncd

l known by itsh

Yeitremained alargelylocal kirmish. D

in India (media, middle classes, pundits) bray for war.

MAD. Alitele less madness in South Asiawould do usall aworld nxfgond. ¢+

the people in the nation-
building process, ather than
leave it o an elie class. In his
Divyopadesh, Prichvi Narayan
describes himelfas king of
“Magarat” and talks about the
need to involve “Pandes, Pan,
Arjyal, Khanal, Rana, Bohora™
(representing the major castes
of the Chhetris, Brahmins and
Magar people in Gorkha) in
strengthening of the kingdom.
“Asaking, he worked towards
gaining total confidence of his
subjects,” says Uday.

Prithyi Narayan appears to
have been a born leader. He
was crowned in 1742, but

istorical d s show that

of the state.

Kathmandu, Patan and
Bhakeapur were all part of a
single kingdom, until Shiva
Singh Malla divided the
kingdom into threcin 1457. All
three states prospered. But
intra-and inter-seate diseruse
meant that Kathmandu Valley
polity was always weak. Prichvi
Narayan Shah strategically
befriended with the rulers of the
Valley and nurtured the
relationship his ancestors had
established. He extended the
sphere of his influence to the
Malla rulers themselves, but was
also quick to exploit their
relative and the

he was involved in the affairs of

state even asa teenager. One of

s first decisions was to make
peace with a stronger Lamjung
after Gorkha was defeated. In
face his father Nar Bhupal Shah
scemed to have begun losing
interest in the maters of state
afterfacing defeat against
Nuwakotin 1737, which is
when Prichyi Narayan Shah
may have begun with the reins

lack of clear leadership in the
Valley. Kathmandu, for exam-
ple, had an overly whimsical
kingand in Patan, between
1758 and 1768, the ministers
could replace a kingif they
wished. Valley residents were
also slowly drawing closer to the
Gorkhali aja, having heard
about the reputation of his
kingdom for justice and welfare.
St cleatha Prdhvi

Narayan Shah recognised the

faithful, long-time aide, he
thel d Kalu

happy and unthreatened —and
unified in their loyaltics. After
hewas enthroned in
Kathmandu and Patan in 1768
and in Bhaktapur (Bhadgaon)
in 1771, Prithvi Narayan Shah
scemed to want o keep the
infrastructure already devel-
opedin the kingdoms much
che same. He respected the
culture and values of the Valley
residents, and joined chem in
their worship of the Kumaris,
the symbol of independent
Malla kingdoms, and Talcju
Bhavwani, the royal goddess of
the rulers before him. What he
did expel from the Valley was
what had not yet taken
root—the Roman Catholic
missionaries.

Prithyi Narayan Shah's
unbiased appointment of able
public officials, regardless of
the claims of relation or
personal equations is another
trait that stands out. For
instance,although he greadly
favoured Biraj Bhaki, a

Pande as Kaj (the equivalent of
prescnt-day prime minister).
Kalu Pande had displayed
splendid diplomatic skill in the
signing of the agreement of
friendship with Lamjung, and
later, in 1763, played a key role
in the defeat of that kingdom.
Prithvi Narayan Shah’s
ability to unify such a diverse
variety of people in such
different | locations

Nepal-India

fts final:India says i could extend the 1996 trade treaty with Nepal
one more time. On the sidelines of the SAARC summit, Indian Prime:
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee said, “The (trade) Treaty has already
been extended for three months. It the need arises it can be
extended further.” There is a catch though. Foreign minister
Jaswant Singh said this would be done only if the volume of
controversial Nepali exports remains below a certain

acceptable level,

Another issue Singh touched upon was the requirement of
specific travel documents by Indians wanting to visit Nepal, a major
reason why fewer Indian tourists are coming here. India's “security
concerns” is the reason Indians are required to have passports or
voter IDs. Singh said these were only “temporary” measures. “The
intention is not to harm Nepal's tourism industry,” he added. “The
facility of free movement...was being misused by some elements.”
There was, however, no pronouncement on when and how the
temporary measure could be scrapped—maybe something for Shital
Niwas to follow up.

New tourism regulation

This might bring a smile to the faces of mountaineering entrepre-
neurs and professionals. The government is amending the 20-year-
old Tounsm Regulation to make the process of obtaining permission
g climbing
'hvoughout the year instead of present arrangement of four

The regulation also prop climbing
permits be issued in one day, compared to the four months the
process can take now. Also addressed are the issues of raising the

had as much to do with his
cconomic policy as with his
abilty o win the hearcs and

allowances and lings for high altitude

inally,
is concemed with keepmg tourism income in the villages—it
prop royames to climb

minds of the peopl
rulers he defeated. He exploited
Nepal's landlocked location to
greatadvantage. On anncxing
Nuwakot and Makwanpur in
1762, he imposed heavy taxes
on both the Tiberans and the
Indians who depended on routes
through Nepal to trade with
cach other.

Asdocumented in
Divyopadesh, Prithvi Narayan
strongly advocated self-suffi-
ciency, self-reliance and believed

in the concepts of susainabilicy.
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KathmandueNepal

Hewanted scrl
fertile lands moved to make way
for rrigacion channels and
agriculture. True to those
projectionist cimes, he cncour-
aged export but discouraged
import that would drain the
country's waalth,

Healso discouraged
exravaganceand the import of

“crystal, glass and other us
luuries”. He wanted to
cstablish trading houses in both
of his kingdom'’s norchern and
southern borders to encourage
them to trade with the Nepalis
racher than have Nepalis deal
direcrly with traders beyond the
borders. He was successful in
most such endeavours—what he
did not manage to do in his
lifetime was convince the
Tibetans to accept his currency.

Prichvi Narayan Shah could
be brutal and vindictive, One
instance is when he is said to
have ordered the carsand noses
of the previous rulers of Kirtipur
o becut offas punishment for
their resolute resistance against
his forces in 1764 Another such
incident concerns hs killing of a
batdle commander Jayant Rana
for mutiny.

Some historians like Uday
think it was a strategic blunder
for Prithvi Narayan Shah to
shifc his capital to Kathmandu,
and name the country he had
unified afeer i, racher than afeer
his own kingdom. Even today,
the smallhill istric, from
where the borders of modern
Nepal were sketched remains
neglected. And s known as the
birthplace of another more recent
political figure, the Maoist eader
Baburam Bhararai

Hotels hit hard

C
summit was a brief
respite for
Kathmandu's
hotels that have
been hit by the
downturn in
tourism. But with
the South Asian
delegates gone,
the rooms are
empty again. Now the industry says it wants an immediate bailout
plan or else all hotels will shut down. The government has promised
to help out by rescheduling loans and offering new soft-loans, but
that has not been put into action. It is this delay that is threatening to
blow the fuse on the industry, where the investment so far adds up
to about Rs 70 billion. According to the Hotel Association of Nepal
(HAN), the industry has borrowed over Rs 15 billion from banks and
unpaid interest already adds up to Rs 5 billion. Says HAN President
Narendra Bajracharya: “We want a prompt decision, otherwise we
won't be able to survive.” The industry directly employs about
200,000 people.

Human Development

After 16 years of the South Asian Association for Reg\ona\ Cuop-
eration (SAARC), South Asia remains the least integrated region
compared with other similar regional groupings, and has the largest
number of poor. That was the message of the Human Development
in South Asia 2001 report, which looks at the region with
g theme. Aimost half:

in this part of the world have become poorer after the process
began taking effect. The report, produced annually by the
Islamabad-based Mahbub ul Haq Development Centre, says this is
because of the inability of the states to develop response mecha-
nisms, incomplete reforms and inadequate pro-poor policies.

Beyond the rhetoric of cooperation we heard during the 11*
summit last week, as a region South Asia has very little to show.
Trade among them remains below five percent of their total exports,
compared to 22 percent for ASEAN members and 55 percent for
NAFTA members, and the region’s average tariffs remain very high
compared to other groupings of nations. Nepal's consolation,
articulated by Shankar Sharma, National Planning Commission
member, is that we are doing better than the rest of South Asia in
human development ndicators. In 1975 Nepal's Human Development
Index (HDI) was 0.29. by last year, it had shot up to 0.48, the
fastest gain compared to other South Asian states. We also spend
the most on education—about 13 percent of all public spending.

No salt

Inhabitants of five mountain districts in far-western Nepal have
been hit hard by a shortage of salt. The salt that is available costs
Rs 40 a kg. The demand remains unmet despite a six-month-old
agreement between local representatives of the Kamali Zone and
the Salt Trading Corporation in Kathmandu. Locals of Humla, one of
the most remote districts in the country, are further worried that
winter snows will close down the airport and disrupt supply flights.
Residents of southern Humla have been forced to travel to Bajura to
buy salt, and their northern counterparts head to Taklakot on the:
Tibetan border.
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destroyed leaving 600,000 ©0
900,000 residents homeless.

On shaky ground

Nepal is still inadequately prepared for the next

ournorch. (Scealso “Wating forhe
bigone,” #25.) A seismic sk map of

The carthquakeon 17 July 2001
in Gorkha, which damaged Iisadisas United
h hthome yetagain laion of L millon | NationsD rogramime
thaccarthquakesarean unavoidable andgmwmg,(heVallcylﬂeemgz (UNDP)and United Nations Centre
pacolNepsusejuscasthy | punof fork dements (UNCHS)
ha\cb«napmoflspasrAndasm\e i ! based on geological da, shows that
ey Dayp- o } nenabl
proaches ielooksasifwearesil dumndforchnp,fas(bmldmp wcarthquakes than the mountinsor
lilyobecaugh 4 E the Vally's theters. And westem and centrl
ke obedetunder | Neoskonberoak
day-to-daylife, and i arfomable o | populationand vulnerable nfastruc-
® Every yaarin Nepal therearemore | supportrescucand d d
than 1 ingi hasth in han thefar-cast.

25 onthe Rich Guiarat.Oneof “The realisation that Nepal isas
sale drlled into the mind of veryciczen icall Japan but much
© Record backas1255 | of esih fpor
CEshow that Nepal has cxperienced

nine majorcarthquakes over thelasc
700years.

© Recurring canthquakesin the 20
century caimed more than 23,000

© The Great Bihar carthquakeof
1934—which couldas well have been
lled The Grear Kadhmandu Earch-
quake—measured 838 4on the
Richrer scal, chimed 8,500 livesand
destroyed 20 percentof the Valle's
buildings, including ahuge number
oftemplesand monumens.

© 101988, amagnitude 6.6
carthquake it castern Nepal with the
epicenterin Udayapur. More than 700
peoplewere illed, 6,500 were injurcd
and 22,000 houses mllap.\cd.

“Kathmanduis the hich 0

carthquake risk zones.

Thescismic zoning of the counay isshown on
map, where2=1.1 and z=1.0 represent the highest

donotkill as many

cityin the world today,” says Amod

‘poor
infrastructure does. This means

the chquake. The
Mahabhukampa, or nabbay saal ko

big quake which, like it or not, will happen.

Disit of National Society for Earth- build d medical bhuichalo, could have taught Nepal a
quike Technology Nepd (NSET- | Fclis, and, fhy et criis lo, buspublcand instarional
Nepal. TheKathmand Vlly managementcels memoryhas proven o beshore. An
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thel934 edin | 75yeas, That combined withrecent | dlseter caused, Nepelwas che it
hedensdly Kathmandu icaciviry inth egion, hasled buldsuck The Bl ¥ ik Vidyalaya before:
Valley, would ikel deaths | manyexperts tobeli major | monument, buicwas notuntil 1988
and caaliethan s year'sGujarat sl hicin | dat 1| resisancby 2020.Tr tasbeen JdSchool | Lalipurishe focus hisyear, andthe
sbqueinnd. i, | dencrfu: el hquake preparedness Oneofthe “reparedines” et SESP) ckwill ickoffwith thehand-overof
lyveryaciive Himl roducts of i he | meansin termsofhow theybuldand. | Shocked tofind thatnoneof hecarthquak Kaversthli
ity vt 117 S o s e PR s organse thersructures,ancwhat | Kathmanda Vally's 643 publ School 0 thecommuniy. Thiswill be
injured. Morethan 60 percentof | tothesouth movingburrwing 8 batwith hould bein by hasama
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an added advantage.

Box 525, Kathmandu.

CAREER OPPORTUNITY

A reputed FMCG Company is looking for high-caliber Nepali
with integrity and commitment to join our Sales and Marketing Divisians.

Marketing Manager (1 no.)

The incumbent will be responsible for the marketing policies as well as
managing the marketing division of the company. As a key membar of the top
management team, the successful candidate will require a high degree of
strategic planning skills and vision to oversee all aspects of
marketing divisions of the company.

Candidate should ideally be an MBA from a reputed institution with at least 5-
7 years of experience with an FMCG company of repute. Computer skills will
ba an added advantage.

Jr. Sales Officer (3 nos.)

The incumbert will be responsible for the day-te-day functioning of the sales
division. The successiul candidate will be required to suparvise the network of
the marketing division and should prove ta be a motivating factor for them.

Candidate should ideally be a BBS from a reputed institution with at least 2-3
years of experience with an FMCG company of rapute. Computar skills will be

Interested candidates should send their detailed resume within 15 days
clearly mentioning their contact address & telephone numbers to: G. P.O.
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Democratic dalliance

A lot of people who agree with Girija Koirala’s message are not
convinced about the sanctity of his motive.

realities. But, again,

hard to miss. The

havenoway of knowing tharthisisn't
justanother ploy o ewrit the
icnl oo underthe

Nepali Congress waslocked inan

interal dispute hen, o0 Lesders

talks with the M llapsed:

agett fihe
i ival Fein that

(By the way, whose sideis Khum

Bahadur Khadka on dm nme’)

could be expected to preval over s
version of the IRA. Afer years o

fih hould i nfor aman\vhobull(aSO )carpolmml ambivalence,the Brits scem to have

Rastrya Prajatanra Parey (RPP) ¢ caeronani [ yallowing &
president Surya Baadur Thapa he conti nchaya 2 o co-cxist in Northern Ircland.
pitomiscs et scurc orfmm(l\:ﬁ:adamof[htworld’ Let's give Koirala the benefitof  Once the Maoist political commis-

fecan't most Ast the doub.Even then, an broader s gin supremacy oer ther

conceal hisoutrageat the way his nfcmcrgmq edthe Kmgrets demovratclfance b concived ia,the healin
wwo-year-old proposal hasbeen tomakea choice. withou the Maoists? process could begin.
expropriated, repackagedand sold by When Indira Gandhi turned Granted, they blew theirchance  Thapa musthave been devas-

afaction ofthe uling pary. Bucdecp
down, he must feel vindicated.

Indiaintoa vast dungeon forall
thosevwho dared o disgrcewith
her, ourcxil they

Koirala, despy

to prove they weren'ta bunch of
terrorists operating under
ideological cover. Bur the

tated by the discovery that his
speech in Pokhara was lae by 23
years. Asa gesture of goodil

‘hat hast would hay dom of ’s official name perhaps he could be entrusted with
i fines finds himelf undarijl. The  conveysa clear political orienta-  broadening Koirala's consensus
d des oflinguist perational wastobroaden tion, even ifit hasstrayed from  package. Given the RPP’s success
legerdemain. (hcﬁgh(fmdemocncymm:lud: the Great Helmsman’s path. rate in ducking the Maoists’ wrath
Afierhis f 1 nationalsm. Why don'twe ry toscparate i hepastthey mightconsidrhim
d D dthe he political and armed wingsof the than
holars, h dehe  palace had to work together if movement? cither of owo bigger parics.
pressof misquotinghim. What he Nepal was to maintainitsidenticy If the Marxist, Leninist, ere’s no guarantee the
really meant, he said, was that the amid thesubcontinental flu. Workers and Peasantsand all the - Maoists would accept Thapaas
imemi Idinclude memt Many wh other variants of the heavily prime minister. But he would have
of other| idual b moves in circl dawayby  splintered left can be partofthe 2 good reason to amend the RPP
tobroaden his base. When someone (Jdeanon all. Bunlomf platform, can the Maoists be charterand servea third consecu-
inded him thatsuc I Nep 3 denied a place? tive term as president of the third
oughttobe comingfrom Sher aubsanceofth hiefs Perh Muyto  largest partyin parliament. ¢
ach time Nepali Congress politics is no exact sience. Bahadur Deuba, Koiralachecked th 50 confident ab
president Girija Prasad Koirala Ifkey leaders within theruling ~ calendarand re-defined hisappealas  the sancrity of his motives. Look at
co‘msbackvﬁnmﬁu‘mmgu, pam dm\kd\exdeagocsagams[d\e anextension of the national the questions wereasking our- Koshi Tappu Wildlife Camp
bl theyarconl I po]lcyBI’Kolmh selves. Why does the Congress .‘-
duknows heh illustrating that they rean the probity ~ enunciated 25 y atriarch want to return to :
uphsslms Thepmd\lc(oﬂns totelluswhat parliamentary politis  returning from exilein India. (Se  Baluwatarafeerall he's been

latest retreat in his hometown has isallabout.

“back to Sundarial >1, #74,and >2.
on . 17 ofthisissud) Since we'e

atimewhen many Nepali i dering + cillar positions,
irleaders o fored  dhisparicubrgovermen Congress whatwould BP have thought of chis
three month vacation. ! lywortiedab llyifhe had
Ifanything theextended Thosewh hat [ acmallvus:drhﬂ“h”wurdm
! s reactd pary y brother'
Ifora broader democrati po tomanage liica
T e . A T . The similacies berween the

through? Oris hejust playing
games o hold on to the party
presidency? On the other hand,
didn't Koirala step down as prime:
minister while hestill had a
majorityin the Congressparliamen-

Deuba may have rencged on a st
pledge o resign in casethe peace

Preserving Gutkha histoty
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BIZ INEWS

Fasten seat belts

The'i msurgency ‘and emergency of the pasl months has slowed not Jusl the gnvemmems
ays the

spending, but has curbed spending in general. The Nepal Rastra Bank (NRB) s:

detedriorating law and order situation kept government spending slow in the first four
months of this fiscal year (until mid-October). Recurrent expenses grew by about seven
percent and development spending by six percent, while there was a sharp growth in
freeze expenditure—money that has to be spent during the fiscal year—up by 46 percent to

Rs 1.5 billion.

This growth partly reflects spending brought forward by the different ministries to pay for
the preparations for the SAARC summit. Government spending may have got worse since,
because the central bank figures do not take into account the developments since the 23
November Maoist attacks and the declaration of the state of emergency three days later.

Resource mobilisation grew by just seven percent, compared to 31 percent growth in
the same period last year. Revenue grew by a mere nine percent compared to 22 percent
growth in the last fiscal year, hit by a slowdown in imports and sluggish industrial produc-
tion. The budget deficit in mid-November was Rs 4.2 billion, which was plugged with
foreign loans (Rs 1.5 billion) and over-drawing Rs 2.7 billion from the central bank. Inflation
is still under three percent, despite a rise in food and beverage prices. The price rise of
fruits, vegetables, sugar and oil offset the reduction in the price of rice.

The bank had no good news on the external front: exports are down by about eight
percent compared with 42 percent growth in the same period last year. Exports to India
grew much more slowly than last year, while there was a slide in Nepal's main overseas
exports—carpets (down 15 percent), readymade garments (down by 34 percent) and
pashmina (down by a whopping 78 percent). Imports also dropped by 3.5 percent, com-
pared to the 13 percent by which it grew in the same period last year.

As if this wasn't bad enough, a Rastra Bank researcher told us we can expect more bad horel.
news. “Every sector seems to be going from bad to worse," he said.

Banking on reformists

The World Bank's deadline to the government for

forms, essentially the handing over of
Nepal Bank Ltd and Rastriya Banijya
Bank to external management teams.
The unions say that hiring highly paid
consultants using a World Bank loan
was not the solution. They say the ills.
can be addressed if there is no
political interference. Reformers
argue that foreign managers will
have the independence to sever links
between politicians, business E
groups and bank employees—

tiating financial reforms expires next month,
and it is uncertain whether Nepal will get another extension. If it does, it will be the fifth extension.
Employee unions of the two banks have decided to team up to protest the proposed re-
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Rajendra Khetan is executive

Khetan Group, which is involved in producing
everything from instant noodles to beer, from
insurance to banking. He is also a vice president
at the Federation of the Nepalese Chambers of
Commerce and Industries (FNCCI) and Honorary
Consul of Portugal. We spoke to Khetan to find
out what was happening to his mobile telephone
project, and also about other issues affecting
business in Nepal.

Nepali Times: People are waiting for your mobile service to be
launched. Whatis holding things up?

Rajendra Khetan: We completed al the legal and joint venture proce-
dures in September. We applied to the Nepal Telecommunication
Authority for frequency allocation and other such matters on which
approval is needed. We are waiting to hear back from the NTA. The project
is very much ready, we only need to be given the go ahead.

This delay must be costing you and the exchequer. Does this say something
about the governmentis attitude to privatisation of this sector?
It is definitely costing us heavily. The money we have committed is lying
idle in the bank. We have also lined up many people to work on the project,
all are waiting for the green signal. The losses on the government's side are
for the NTA 1o tell

The privatisation of mobile telephony is a test for the government. This
will show how serious it is about privatisation of the telecommunication
sector. The initiative has opened a new avenue for Nepali business and |
am hopeful the government will support the project and see it through. It

in every way—we wil g I and bring in

competition, which is best for the customer, and there is extra revenue to be
eared by the state in the form of royalties, taxes, etc. We al stand to gain
from this.

If you get your frequency sorted out, how much longer will it take?
After we get al clearances from the Authority, it will take another 12 to 14
weeks for us o launch the mobile Service.

What extra services will you provide and what company-specific
technology will you use?

We'll provide all the essential components of mobile telephony, such as
short messaging (SMS), email, Interet, and maybe new services such as
news alerts, weather forecasts and the like. We are also looking at offering
the other possibiliies in telephony, such as roaming services, and the other
data communication facilities possible under the GMS mobile technology.
Mobile phones can also be used as a security tool, and we're exploring the
possibilities of that too. We will be using the latest technology. We are
currently negotiating with a few technology suppliers. Spice Cell has a vide
knowledge of the business and their experts are already assessing the
diferent options

Mobiles can leapirog the expensive copper wire technology required for
rural telephony and to connect the highways. Do you see amarket
there?

Our planis to provide the service along the highway and all hubs and
markets to make our coverage as wide as possible. Mobiles are definitely a
better communication option than wire connections. Like in Bangladesh, we
are also eyeing rural markets.

We need to agtee on a minimum code of conduct”

What about affordability?

We will price our product to make it competitive, because in any
business volume and reach are crucial. The further we are able to
reach, the higher our revenues. | cannot talk about specific pricing at
this point.

How is your joint venture incorporated? How much money are
you and your partner putting in?

We have tied up with Spice Cell owned by Modis from India. They
have 60 percent stock and we have 40 percent equity. The project
cost is around $13 million. The debt-equity rato is still being worked
out.

Son adifferent note, what do you see as the basic problems of
doing business in Nepal today?

Government offcials do not implement laws and policies in the spirit
that an investor would desire. But then, even the laws are very
traditional. There are problems with the labour law, which favour
abour unions. Revenue officials still have discretionary powers and
because the new law has made them more powerful, business
remains at their mercy. Businesses are also affected locally by the
whims of local administrators. Of course, the major concern at this
pointis industrial security. We have discussed these issues with the
Minister for Commerce and Industry, Purna Bahadur Khadka, who has
assured us he will do his best. The newly constituted Board of
Investment should also help resolve some of these problems.

What exactly is the problem with the labour law?
We in business think wages should be linked with productivity to
enhance competitiveness. People should not be paid simply
because they are there. Industries, particularly those concerned with
‘seasonal products and businesses, should be free to use contract
labour, that would help us keep production in tune with demand. How
can we ensure productivity and discipline when we can't hire and fire
workers? We need to re-think the rights of employers and employees,
where industrial disputes are concered. Any disruption at a

. can't
we agree on a minimum code of conduct to ensure that production is
not disrupted, whatever the differences.
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network in the mainland.
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Hong Kong. “We've been trying to
open their eyes for the last 30 years
i e ofoutdoorand

alrcady paic-off—tom.com’s
revenuesjumped from $1.6 million
in the third quarcer of 2000 to
$20.4 million in 2001. Its outdoor-
mediancoworkalone tumed over
some $45 millon st year
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province, in central China, hasa et
profit margin of 40 percent. And the
companyis growing at morc than 30
percentayear, “We'relooking for
high growth and strong cash flow,”
says Sing Wang,tom.com’s chicf
exccutive. “The ourdoor business in
China right now gives us borh.
“Tha's true for the rest of the
region aswell.Even in the mose
developed markers,ike Hong,
Kong Singaporcand Korea,profic
: fouble dieie S0 th

Through-
outthe region, they ve consolidated
assers nto nerworks tha are sold to
adverdiscrsin bulk.

Fouryearsago, when Nike
wanted to luncha Shanghai-vwide
ourdoor campaign, it had to
convince 20 diffcrent municipal
bodiesand talk toa handful of
billboard owners to eal the deal.
Earlcr this year Walton arranged a
30-<ty outdoor marketingpush
vith juscone phonc il 0 Modia

ibsidiary. With 22,000

coswsof buildingan outdoor
network can be recouped in just
three years,says Kam Ling, chief
exccutive of Media Nation, 2 Hong
Kong-based transicadvertising,
company. “Onceyou'veinvestcd in
theinfrastructure, you can start
reaping the resultsright away.”
Media Nation plans tolston
Hong Kong' Growth Enteprisc

buses in China, another 3,000 in
Hong Kongand 23,500 adverdising
displays n Bejingand Shanghai,
Media Nation s fast becoming the
‘Walmarc of China's outdoor
adverdsing indusry. “A fewyears
ago, ifyou wanted a country-wide
campaign, there was no choice but
TV, says Media Nation’s Ling,
“But todayourdoor isarel

he year. Chinahasone of
InJune, the Kowloon MotorBus | the most developed outdoor
Companylisted itsadverising neaworks in the world.” Tom.com
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the fact that Asia’s crowded citics

otalad expe
than'5 percentin the same pmod
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media, new media’in 2000,” says
Philip Rich, ACNiclsen’s xccutive
ditector for Hong Kongand China.
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guarantce balls than any
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Whata rurnaround. Outdoor
advertising has becn dying ourin
the region over the past decade. In
1990, these media took up about
14 percent of otal ad expenditure
in Asia. Butas cconomic develop-
ment brought radios
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since, growing more than 10
percent throughou the region in
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of the United States and APN News
and Media o Ausrla are aggres

Kong’slisted publi

companics. The Kowloon- Canton
Railway Corp, the Mass Transic
Ravay Corp.and theciy'sthree

panies have all gone on
an LCD binge, fiting their trains,
buses and stations with flac-

2000-2001—the largest increase c region.
since 1990. “Thats thesupply side.Butis

Chinai dfor outdoor
surprise. Hong Kong-based market- | ad space? Depletingad revenues | screen TV.
rescarch company Zenith Media | have forced newspapersand

predicts that the China market

o
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Century CyberWorks. Ol burbynomeansdull At ikt bomeand expanded 15 percent last year.
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“The hottest things n advert in the outdoor medium, coming up plainoldbillboard | media, significandly more han in

other countries. One reason for
their populariy s the reacive lack
of egulation. “Unlike TV orthe
press,outdoor s totlly deregulated
in China,” says Adrian King,
dlrenorofmedmrmarchand

in Hong Kong for

d pu blundy,
outdoorischeap. An ad on theside
ofabus in Hong Kong costs just
$385 amonth whilea full-page
splash in  local newspaper can cost
close 10 $13,000a day. “There’s no
doubr that peopleare rying o find
ways tostrecch their moncy these
davsand ourdoorprovidesgood
htimeslike

US-based media planner
MediaCom. “The government's
involvementis vireually neglgibl.
You can basically doanything you
likein the outdoor medium.”

That means s oonc ofhe

these,” says John Smallwood, head
of Singapore-bascd Asia Posters,
APN'sventurcin the region.
Outdoor may be cheap, but
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buyer Mindshare in China. “But it
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audience. “With thrce million
passengersa day, we have the
largestaudience in town,” says the
company’s chicf marketingofficer,
Nangy Pang, “And we knowthey're
watching the screens—whatclie
would they do on the buses?” The
spin-offreported revenues of
$8.85 million for the firsesix
months of this ycar.

“The outdoor media work better
in Asia than anywhere else n the
world. “Mostof the citis in the
region havelots of pople packed
intoa tiny territory,” says Clara
Lino, Palm’s marketing manager.
“That meansa lot more people arc
going o sec ourdoor ads here.”
Palm’sbillboards by the Cross-
Harbour Tunnel in Hong Kong
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Befote and after in Kathmandu Valley

While high profile monuments get all the attention, Kathmandu Valley’s old-world architecture is equally in peril.
A conservation trust is racing against time to save these forgotten treasures.

ALL PICS: KVPT

compared to Seville. While the
tall temples and the elegant
Darbar Squares of these towns
stand our, what gives them their
unique urban ambience is the
architecture of the individual
buildings,the sidewalk temples,
the rest houses and the harmony
of space and colour.

Heritage conservation cfforts
in Kathmandu Valley over the
past 30 years have focussed on
trying to restore the monuments,
but the march of modernisation

S ey have called Patan the
Florence of the East.
Bhaktapur has been

Ayuguchi Satl, before and in theprocess

has eroded the character of
Kachmandu Valley towns,as
concrete blocks replace old-world
architecture, Many invaluable,
but ess highlighted, monuments
built by our ancestors within the
depths of the dark alleys and bahals

—

workit docsis commendable, butic

has received far less mediaateention

and promotion than it deserves,”

says Keshav Raj Jha,former Nepali

ambassador to Franceand ong-time

consultant o the UNESCO World
)

Square, and restores i painstak-
ingly toitsprevious beauty. It has
also rebul entire temples that
have ben ravaged by time and
weather, like the 18 century

“The KVPT has set

arecrumblingaway.
Thankfully,city plannersand
archacologistsand architects re
now taking nofice. The Kathmandu
Valley Preservation Trust (KVPT)
is now working to renovate the pati,
pauna, machaand mandirof the
inner city. “Ifit weren’t for non-
profit groups ke the KVPT, much
of the Valley's architecrural heritage
would already have been lost The

n r:mzuredm 1996

"The KVPT has been around
for ten years, doingits work
quietly, without too much
fanfare Ithasrescued overa
dozen monuments of cultural
value, mostly in Patan, butalso in
Kathmandu. Ttselect simple
roadside structuressuch as the
Mani Gufa temple that lies
hidden beside the temple of
Krishan Mandir in Patan Darbar

Kulihma Narayan before and afi restoration completed in 1998.

astandard for building conserva-
tion in Neoal which i unri-

‘o restore asite. “Renovaring
falling structures is only one
aspect of our work, we need to
overcome alor of challenges
before we can even reach to that
pare,”says KVPT's Imrana
Rashid. For instance, the trust
had to fight legal bateles for ni
years o renovate the Ayuguthi

valled,” says Peter Laws, a
heritage expert with
UNESCO.

Sacalin Patan. In 1992, the
KVPT obtained funds to repair
the crambling satal, initially a

Burit has not been casy for
the KVPT and its dirccror,
American architect Eric G
Theophile. They have had to face
all sorcs of problems, from fund-
raising to even sccuring the right

place where the faithful sang
religious hymns and pilgrims
spent their nighes, now long
overtaken by squatters unwilling
tolet the Trust in, But work s
now underway and renovacion

HERITAGE

Khalkhu pat (res house) rstored

13th century Sulima Ratneswara afee restoration

will be completed in March.
“Once the workis done the satal
will be turned into a resource and
educaional centre for rourists
and scholars,” says Rashid.
Fund-raising may bea
problem, but sometimesa bigger
obstacle i lack of help from the
local community. Many commu-
nitics have helped support the
tenovation by contributing
labour, wood or even money. But
these arc excepions. The apathy
is puzzling, and s probably duc
o the fragmentation of lans,
guthiand communities in the
formerly closely-knit urban
environment, Renovation of

Radha Krishna templein Patan
ended in 1993, but the locals
showed lcele enthusiasm to look
afer the rebuilt emple.

‘The 13" century Sulima
Ratneswarais another templein
Patan that KVPT helped renovate.
Manager Raju Roka partly blames
the temple pricss for the temples’
disrepair.“There are more rcasons
for eemplesand old structures o
fallapart chan justold age,” says
Roka. Hesays buildings crumble
becausethe traditional management
systems designed for their upkeep
have fallen apart, “The main
problem with conservation here, as
clsewhere,” says Laws, is of course
the universal one, that of the lack of
publicawareness. People neglect
their culrural heritage.” Laws
suggests that one way to ensure that
building conservation is smoother is

cvidentall over Patan today—
when residents of an arca sce one
building being restored, and sce
that there are often tangible
benefiesthat can accrue from i,
they are more recepive to doing
the same. As one reaches the
Kulima Narayan temple, an old
building on the right,in the same
style is being renovared. Unil
some time ago, the owners were
planning to destroy the decades-
old building and have a concrete
structure. With help and advice
from KVPT, the owners are now
turning the building nto a bed
and breakfast pension where
tourists can enjoy living in an
old-style Newari house with
modern comfors,

There are positive signs that
the awarenesslevel among the
loca community conceing

w
sothey can make the road caser for
organisationssuch s the KVPT.

Where KVPT’s work has been
smoother is where local bodies
such as guthiare intact. And the
most heartening impact of the
Trust's work is what some call
the “demonstration effect”

I heritage isalso
increasing, A walk around Patan
reveals numerous houses being
re-builtin old-style architecture,
even though modern materials
have been used. Says KVPT
board member and director of
development Gautam $JB Rana:
“Compared to the past, the
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The 16th century Tum Baha Narayan in ruins in 1994 and after restoration in 2000

siruation has certainly improved a
lotand people have begun 0
realise the importance of these
structures.” Rana was the first
Nepali to be elected to the board
of dircctors of KVPT. Rana has
been a longtime supporeer of the
trust’s work with his own Baber
Mahal Revisited—an example of
cultural heritage conservation.

In Kachmandu, the Trustis
working to re-renovate the
Jaganath Temple which had been
destroyed by monsoon rains, and
discurbed by shoddy reconstruc-
tion. There are also plans to
renovatea falling Sherpa monas-
tery in Junbesi in Solu Khumbu,
but that has had to be shelved
because of the counter-insurgency
operation.

KVPT's realscriousness is
reflected by itsoffie, Iisa rented
old Newari house near Patan
Durbar Square, re~vamped with
style and grace that symbolises its
passion for conscrvaion. With its
traditional exterior and modern
office spacc, it reflects a perfect
and harmonious blend of old and
new. They certainly practice what
they preach.

'ASHAONVHYBRNL XOTY

The Trust's office, an old Newari house in Patan re-vamped in s
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WASHINGTON - It s the
modern-day equivalent of
border sentry. When visitors try
toenter UKBetting.com, a
computer program checks their
identification to determine
where they're dialing in from.
Most people are waved on
through. Those from the United
States, China, Iraly and other

countries bling laws

Internet gatekeeper

sitcing in one place could geror
send information anywherc in
the world,” said Jack Gold-
smith, a professor of interna-
tional law at the University of
Chicago. “But now the Internct
is starting to act more like real
space with al its limitations.”
These new barriers take
many forms. One method is to
simply restrict who has access to
putersand gateways to the

are muddy, however, are flashed
asign in red letcers that says
“ACCESS DENIED” and are
locked out of the website.

For much of s lfe, the
Inernet has been seen s a great
democratising force, a place
where nobody needs know who
orwhere you are. But that
notion has begun o shift in
recent months, as governments
and private businesses increas-
ingly try to draw boundaries
around what used to bea
borderless Internet to deal with
legal, commercial and terrorism
concerns,

“Itused to be thata person

Internet. Another is to make all
communications pass through
filters that seck to weed out
objectionable content,such as
pomography or information
deemed to endanger national
sccurity. Growing in popularity
is software that attempts to
matcha computer’s unique
Internet address with a general
geographic location, a technol-
ogy thatis becoming more
precisc every day.

The debateis no longer
aboutif we can create these
barriers—but whether or not we
should. Even those who support
the idea in cheory disagrec on

who should erect and maintain
(he clectronic fences, whcther

states or by the website
operators.

“The new borders provide
what some call a neat solution
o the vexing problem of how
o resolve the often-conflicting
policics of the roughly 200
independent states of the world
on matters such as gambling,
commerce, copyright and
specch.

But criticsfear that the
bastiers will create an Incernet
thatis balkanised. And civil
rights groups warn that
frecdom of specch will suffer,
thatthe technology will make
i casier for

Boundaries are
being drawn
all over the
formerly-
borderless
Internet.

different from different parcs of
the world,” said Lee Tien,a
lawyer with the Electronic
Frontier Foundation in San
Francisco.

Already legislatures and
courtsystems around the world
have been atrempring to assert
their country’s authority over
the World Wide Web. Hong
Kong's government, for instance,
has been debating whether to
passa law that would make ita
crime for any overscas gambling
site to offer services to its
residents. A court in Genoa,
Traly, recently found the
operator of a wabsite in another
country guilty of libel. A French
judge has ordered Yahoo to stop
selling Navi paraphernalia
because a law there bans such
practices.

Without an international
treaty or mediation organisation,
such rulings have so far been
largely unenforceable on partics
residing outside country's
borders. But that has not
stopped countrics from drafting
rules for what s and is not
permissible online.

Acleast 59 nations limic
freedom of cxpression, according
0 Leonard R Sussman, auchor
of “censor.gov”. Singapore, for
instance, works with Internet
access providers to block any
material that undermines public

‘ments to stifle

sccurity, national defence, racial
and religious h d

viewpoinss, and that people’s
privacy will be eroded, espe-
cially because some technolo-
gics can pinpoint one’s location
down to the latitude and
longiude.

“I¢s likely that the Interne
of tomorrow will ook radically

morals. That includes pornogra-
phy and hate specch.

Some analysts say the
barriers could grow with the
development of “geolocation”
technology, which attempts to
match a person’s location based
onacomputer's Interner

address.
Silicon Valley's Quova lnc.,
oneof the leading providers of
this technology, claims it can
corectly identify a computer
user’s home country 98 percent
of the time and the ity about
85 percent of the time, but
onlyfitisa large city.

Independent studics have
pegged the accuracy rate of
such programs, which also are
sold by companics such as
InfoSplic, Digital Envoy,
Netgeo and Akami, at 70 t0 90

percent.
The technology also s
d by web
broads whose nascent
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industry had been growing
slowly because of concerns
about copyright. JumpTV is
beteing is future on this
technology. The Montreal-
based venture retransmits
elevision broadcasts from
around the world and is trying
toavoid being sued by broad-
casters who claim it violates
their broadcastinglicenses. In
carly 2000, 2 US judge
effectively shut down another
Canadian company called
iCraveTV by pobibiting i
from itssignals

cnormous fecs for the rights to
broadcast the games ona
country-by-country basis—
NBC, for instance, shelled out
$3.5 billion for the United
States—and they were worried
that piracy or even legitimare
online transmissions that were
accessible to anyone, anywhere

might devalue the worth of
those contracts. The I0C and
many of the owners of broad-
cast rights say the accuracy rate
for geolocation technology is
still not good enough and they
won'tallowany webcasts for
the Salt Lake City games this
Ecbruary.

“The technology just
doesn’t pass muster yet.
There's no way to guarantec
that your broadcast would be
confined to your territory and
would not run in to someone
else’s,” said Kevin Monaghan, a
vice president for NBC Sports.

Even if geolocation
technology worked perfectly,
some legal experts said it would
not be feasible because it
would require websitc opera-
tors to know the applicable
laws in every country from
Afghansan o Zimbabwe.

hical location

into the United States for
90 days.

“The difficulty in recognis-
ing nation-state borders on the
Incernet became such a concern
during the 2000 Sydney Games
that the International Olympic
Committee cffectively banned
most web video of the events.

Television stations had paid

g gy isa red herting,”
said Alan Davidson, a lawyer
with the Centre for Technology
and Democracy, a Washington
think tank. “It would be
incredibly burdensome to ailor
content to meetall of the
different laws i all of the
different countries everywhere
the world.” ¢ wn)

MANILA - Europeis cool, thereis
apprchension throughout the South,
and outright despondency blankets
much of the Arab and Muslim world.
Thereareacleast 4000 deadin
Afghanistan, a lrge number civlians,
four million refugees,a return o tibal
chaos with the dismembermentof
central authority. What bin Laden and
his organisation did was horri
inexcusable—butodothistoa
countryin the nameofjustice?
Andyet his victory hasa wider
sgnificance for the Pentagon. Massiv,

It is again okay to ﬁtervene in the
affairs of developing countries.

by WALDEN BELLO
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by DAN KENNEDY.

Can CNN be saved?

24-hourall-news cable audience to itself. Founder Ted Turner took the
opporunity presented by this fortitous lack of competition to build up his
network to become oneof the more respected international clectronic news
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Gross National Happiness in Russia

MOSCOW- Russia’s economy has picked up after a decade-long
decline, but, say economists, a lot needs to be done. 2001 was a
successful year for Russia and the average Russian would ‘be
happy" by 2010, President Vladimir Putin said on national television
24 December. By end 2001, Russia's GDP growth reached 5.5
percent, says Finance Minister Alexey Kudrin. Tough reforms by the
Kremlin include the introduction of a 13-percent flat income tax, new
labour and land codes, and restructuring of the country’s pension
system. In 2001, Russia's foreign trade surplus exceeded $40 billion,
and its gold and hard currency reserves rose to $35 billion, tripling
the 1998 level, says the Central Bank of Russia.

But experts warn that continued over-reliance on oil and gas.
exports might eventually push Russia into a vicious circle of debt
crises, and increasing dependence on international commodity
prices. Russia's financial health has improved significantly since the
1998 crisis, largely due to high world market prices for its energy
and commodity exports. Russia is a large oil producer, and the:
world's biggest natural gas producer and exporter. But many of
Russia’s oil and metal industries were sold cheap to well-connected
tycoons, who have been siphoning out as much as two-thirds of the
profits from their cheaply acquired assets offshore instead of
investing in production. There has also been nervousness recently
as Russian oil hovered below $20 per barrel. Another potential
challenge to sustaining such growth is Russia’s $150 billion foreign
debt, which represents roughly four-fifths of the country's GDP, or
$1,000 per citizen. Russia's slowing economy could entail devalua-
tion of the Ruble between 2003 and 2005, argues Mikhail Delyagin,
head of the Institute of Globalisation Problems, a Moscow-based
think-tank. (Ps)

Flier in the ointment

WASHINGTON - US Air Force fighter pilot Martha McSally was made
lieutenant colone! four years before her peers. She had flown over
100 hours in her A-10, with its fast-firing Gatling gun. She was a
champion triathlete with a master's degree in public policy from
Harvard. She had patrolled the no-fly zone over Iraq and directed
search-and-rescue missions inside Afghanistan. Then she landed at
Prince Sultan Air Force Base in Saudi Arabia in November 2000. Ina
briefing, officers there laid down the rules for travel off base, even
on official business: All female personnel would wear the customary
head-to-toe gown, the abaya and its matching head scarf. They
could not drive. They would ride in the back seat and be escorted by
males at all times, Offcials said the policy was to keep from offend-
ing conservative Saudi leaders and protect US troops from terrorist
attacks. But to McSally, the directive, with its different instructions
for men and women, “abandons American values.” Last month, she
sued Defence Secretary Donald Rumsfeld, contending that the
policy is unconstitutional, discriminating against women and violating
their religious freedom. The suit seeks no monetary damages. She
has support from an unlikely coalition of Republicans, Democrats
and liberal feminists. “This is bizarre,” says Senator Bob Smith, one
of five Republican senators pushing the Defence Department to junk
the policy, “becuase we are waging a war in Afghanistan to remove
those abayas.” In a letter to Rumsfeld, Democratic Rep Louise
Slaughter wrote, ‘It is unconscionable that our own government
should uphold this institutionalised disrespect of women by requiring
Americans conform to these standards.” Says McSally, “The last
thing | wanted to do was make a big deal about being a woman. As
an officer, you need to shut up and follow when an order is lawful.
You need to step out when it's unlawful.”
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The left and the right alike hate CNN

F or those on the right, the trouble with CNN is ts alleged liberal bias.
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Coup in Manila?

MANILA - The Philippines opened the year inauspiciously, with
rumours of a coup brewing against President Gloria Macapagal-
Arroyo's one-year-old government as it marks in January the first
year of its installation after a popular uprising against former
president Joseph Estrada. The biggest report New Years' day
was the murder of a self-styled ex-army captain and informant
for the national security adviser Roilo Golez, who had persist-
ently warned that a coup against the government was in the
offing. A day earlier, a senior Navy lieutenant, Antonio Miraflor
was arrested for possession of a cache of explosives large
enough to blow up all military service installations and several tall
buildings. The media was quick to speculate on these events,
asking if a destabilisation plot might have been in the works. The
military establishment was quick to quash reports of a coup in
this country of 80 million, but that is not easy to do given the
seven coup attempts in the 1980s—three of them bloody. Leftist
leader Satur Ocampo says Arroyo's government is bedevilled by
an economic crisis and a fractious coalition all demanding a lion's
share of the spoils of power. Adding to this is the fact that
“everyone's interested in (the presidential elections in) 2004, he
adds. “2002, is when people start building up resources for
2004, 50 we can at least expect some destabilisation attempts,"
Ocampo predicts. Sociologist and political analyst Randolph David
adds: “Coup rumors flourish especially in the afterglow of
momentous political events.” Ocampo and David say the
rumours and reports of coups point to the reality that the
military establishment, which had been politicised and made
strong during the years of dictatorship under Marcos, still has
the power to change the tide for a government. (ps)

Recycling Tokyo

TOKYO - Desperate over its mounting garbage problem Japan \s
about to embark on a 20-year programme to turn the world's
second largest economy into a recycling society. Japan disposes
of 51.2 million tonnes of garbage annually, and wants to be a
more sustainable and recycling-intensive society. A government
team has set as a national goal the reduction of waste production
1o 7.3 million tonnes by 2050, roughly a tenth of the 1996 levels.
Waste reduction and recycling would ultimately boost domestic
production by $ 46 billion beyond business-as-usual projections
to about $ 4.9 trillion in 2010. “Japan’s recycling has still a ways
1o go. Efforts are being made to change the current mass

Should lapan amen

by YOSHIUMI WAKAMIYA

Weakening democracy

Sanghu, 31 December

Excerpts from an interview with Kapil Shrestha, member of the National
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theend, however, Koizumi avoided any
formal commitment toactin “collective
defence” orto evise the consitution.
The Upperand Lower Housesof
the Diet created committees to investi-
gateconstitutional revison, especilly
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‘Thercaction ofother Asian
countries,especially Chinaand South
Korea,also limits revision. When
Koizumi exphined Japan's new lawin

production and lifestyle to a mass ling one,”
says Kentaro Doi, of the environment ministry's recycling
promotion office. Japan produces almost 460 million tonnes of
waste annually, of which less than a tenth, some 45 million
tonnes, is refuse. The rest is industrial waste. Tokyo alone
produces almost four million tonnes a day, according to the
government. If this waste output continues unchecked, the refill
sites in the capital will be overflowing within the next 30 years.
“The situation s crucial, which is why there is the need to control
the behaviour with new laws,” says Doi. Starting this year, the
government has promised to include cars, computers and
microwave ovens in that list. Furthermore, the new law also
paves the way for arrests to be made for illegal dumping of home
appliances. (Ps)
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knawiacige of indy.
Come and join a 12.day imansive Dhyan Samadhy program
and leam the Art of Divine Living, The program stans a1 6.30
PM of 201h Jaruary and ends &l naon of 3151 January 2002
The program will be conducled in siow and simgis Engish by
Acharya Bodhisatta Maitreya and ofher dvin frends. The
cosl of 12-day program nchudeg vegatarian meal and
ods |
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cventy
Muhammadlqhal\vmu, ‘Afghanisanisthe
ey to Asia's stabiliy.Ifthereis stife in
cin Asia,and ifthere
ispeace n Afghanistan, Asia oo will be at peace.”
“Theverses of b, now Pakistan'soffcial poct
ioned afieesareforthe Muslms of
Indiainthe form of Pakistan, appear o have

Afghanistan, chere il be st

‘who first eny

prescience tody.

“Thereisa cerin dimelessness to Afghanistan's
situation, the mor things change, the more they
remain the same. Take the former Afghan monarch
Muhammad Zahir Shah, who has been lving in
exilein Romesince 1973 when he was ousted ina
miltary coup. Zahir Shah, now 87, assumed
Afghanistan’s thronein 1933, the year Franklin
Roosevelevwaslected Presidentof the US and Adolf
Hider,chancellorof Germany. These o igures
scem past of disant history, bt Zahir Shah remains
relevantto Afghanistan's future, and isarguably the
single most popular public figure n sric-torn,

war-avaged Alghanisan

“Thercare reasonsfor optimism about Afghani-
stan's s First, the chequered course of
contemporary Afghan history—in the las 30 years,
ofwhich 23 werevirually atwar, the Afghan nacion
basexperenced oyl gimefollocd bya

There is a sense of déja vu
in Afghanistan.

by MUSHAHID HUSSAIN

Third,

-

&

providing imovatie good govcrmane duringhis

ar.
Sccond, Afghnisan todayafcr 23 yersof
internecine warfreisa de ficto confederaton ofbes,
chiefains, echnic groupsand warlords, and most if
norall have found accommodtonintheinterim
administration cobbled in Bonn. Kabul is morea
symbolicsearof authority than the eal sourceof
power,but there s one point ceryonc, including
Afghanisan
should bea unified tatewhose sovercigntyand
teritoral integrity mustbe respected. This sa good
sarting point for Afghanistan'sjourney from decadcs
ofrevengeand retibution, toreconcilion and
reconstruction.
fghanistan’s b

ours, agrec on: Afghanistan

Onthe timing of the emergency and
deployment of the army:

The deployment of troops was long
overdue and no one has protested it. The
government was late in doing this and had
run out of options at one stage. The army
was not mobilised even after 54 police
posts had been destroyed and police were
being killed like sacrificial lambs—even
then the government just stood and
watched.

Yet, why declare an emergency just
because troops needed to be deployed?
Was the emergency necessary to get the
army out? If we have a similar situation tomorrow, dues that mean we
continue with the emergency? It s said that one tends to be adicted to
bad things, not good things. If that is true, then we cannot say that we.
will not have an emergency again at a later date. Should we continue
with more emergencies if tomorrow we are unable to resolve the Maoist
problem o if another insurgent group takes up arms? We need poliical
efforts if we want to resolve both the problem, and also the emergency.
What part of democracy remains if you do not give the people their
basic freedoms and rights? That is why we should not give the army too
much power... powiers.

So the army should not be given as much power as it has®
That (the army getting more power) happens the moment you have an
‘emergency. Butif the forces that are charged with repressing such
movements are given absolute powers for long, that does no one any
good. Absolute powers are absolute.

What is the response of the National Human Rights Commission?
We have ot been able to go outside (to the districts). We have been
unabe to go to where human rights are being violated. Al sources of
information have been controlled, we haven't been able to do/ find out
anything about that either. People are being needlessly killed and
human rights are being violated. We have been unable to get first-hand
information. When civil rights have been usurped, what is the point of
talking about other issues?

The government says the emergency is aimed only at the MaoistsO
No one can forward the cause of the Maoists after what they have done.
Nepali Maoists resemble Pol Pot. | would like to challenge all Maoists
here, including Baburam Bhattarai, on this count. It is also mindless to
think that you can achieve something through violence now. What | want
to say is that no one should try to achieve something by violating
human rights. The problems we face today cannot be solved by the
discredited ideology of Baburam or Prachanda. Yet they defy the
constitution and are pressing ahead. They do not abide by this
constitution, and so are unaffected by the emergency. Knowing this full
well, this impotent government has wrested away from the people their
rights. It has no right to do this. The government should have been
more sensitive about this, it should have remembered what it and its
supporters went through in the past.

Does the emergency threaten democracy?

Yes, it does. Democratic forces become weak during an emergency; and
people begin to lose hope. Because of this, there is the danger that
anti-democratic forces will begin raising their heads. The emergency has
taken away the right of citizens to protest against such forces. The
newspapers have been controlled, and transparency suffers. When there
s o one to expose the wrongs, itis only natural that the situation
becomes more dangerous. All such developments weaken the system
fromwithin.

Singing for its

KP Oli, UML leader

“The press must not be
excessively controlled. .. Thisis
what the press has become—
when it was free, it was going
overboard, and now it isn't
brave cnough to fulfil its basic
responsibilities. The pressis
now overly concerned with
saving its own skin. It is not
even writing against the
controls on tself, Itis cven
scared to print what we have to
say about controls on the press.
“The press must not be torally
fice, it has to function within a
code of conductand within
existing laws, and it must never
shun responsibility. Even now it
is said that the emergency was
imposed with the acquicscence
of the opposicion parics. That
is nor truc, the emergency was
ordered by the government,
because it was unsurc of what
other measures it could take
without needing to imposca
state of crisis. They could have
discussed it with us, or asked us
about other measures and weall
could have discussed hem and

agreed or disagreed. The
government preferred not to do
that and went for the
emergency instead, under
Article 115 (7) of the
Constitution, and suspended
civil rights under Article 12,
which again was unnecessary.
Now the government nceds to
look for ways to make the
sivuation in the country more
flexible and it nceds to if the
restrictions slapped on the
press. It needs to formulatea

In general, the king’srol s asa constitutional monasch. s tasan honoutable ole. But we cannotsay

hat there aren't any weaknesses anywhere.

—KPOli, Rajdhani,8 January

conducive o dividends of peacein :hs form ofaid
fiom donors,rade with neighbours and a stable
centreofgraviy for the countriesthatsurro
land-locked fand. Afghanistan is Central Asia's
gatcway to the GulFand Pakistan's gateway to Central
Asia. i key to sabilityin China's neighbouring
Xinjiang province, where the Musim Uighur
populacion resides.Itis n the vicinity of Rusia’s
“nearabroad’, the former Central Asian republic.
Iran and Turkey have a cultural,politcal and
economicinfluence through an afnity with Afghan

his

Aarxist. l b lim but thnicand | Likewise, Isracls presence in the Muslim

I fievalints outlook, then ilvrs i world i right nexe door in Central Asia, particulrly Usbekistan.
bytheR h Nations destroyed by waroften develop ‘Thehead of the Afgh Hamid Karzai,underlined

lienceand ise phocnix-like,to dsable-Genmany, s unity indiversiythoughhisnsugural addres n Kabulon 22 December—
Japan, Korea, d “hinaand Malaysia, all wit Pashto and Darri, whi the official
Afghanisan'soun hisor he alentsand il e langusgeof ranand ajlisn. Hisdrssalorefed Afmisan'smied
whoaant ity. Historically, Afghanistan produced t alure—hevoren U the Pashtun longshirtand
mostskilled diplomats, known Jed with their pursuitof Ikin cap popularamong Afghansof i

s d Ithasals

‘J a1 (1) 4274B6/424908 or Osha Mastr Dharm at

Education for ‘Right Life’ through /|
understanding and meditation.

history, many of

the most

whomimaded nd conquered India severlines. And oneofludmsgrczl

builders, who lai

16th h

nationalites. e
andforemone Afgham before belonging to any echnic group.” ¢

(Mushahid Hussain was Pakistan’s Minister of Information in Nawaz
haril )
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Now that SAARC s over why delay in starting our game? Come on!
oA

1 Jan Bhawana, TJanuary

code of conduct acceprable to
all that can guide its own
operations and also those of the
securiy forces. But itsn't
doing that yer. It alks about
allowing rebels to surrender,
butitis unclear where they can
surrenderand how. The press
should also make effors o ulfil
its d should

differen political partics,
including sections of the ruling
Nepali Congress, want the
emergency to end as soon as
possible... The government for
its part wants to extend the
emergency to crush the
Maoises, but the political
parties arc inclined to want to
end th

continue fighting for the right
to do thar, the emergency docs
nor disallow thar. The situation
weare secing with the prss is
that if rules are not enforced,
they write and say anything
they please, butwhen there is
some enforcement they begin to
sing hyms in praisc of the
government. The pressis not
balanced. The volume of the
praiscs it has been singing is
deafening, itis turning the press
intoa farce.”

Last week the Maoists
published fanadesh
clandestinely. [This s a now-
banned pro-Maoist

tion.] Itis not clear
which press the paper was
printed at, but Janadesh says ic
was printed at Nepal
Chapakhana, The police raided
the press and the offices of the
weekly Nepali Patra, Kamal
Joshi, editor of Nepali Patra,
and the press itselfsays they
used to print Janadesh before
the emergency, but has not
been doing so since the state of
emergency was imposed. The
Nepalipress hasalso turned
anti-Maoist afeer the
emergency. In the past it used
to engage in one-sided publicity
for the Maoists, and the rebels
also were intolerant of
riticism. Pro-Maoist reporcs
have almost stopped after the
emergency and the Maoists
have been unable fo get out
their version of what s going,
on. Even the forcign prss has
stopped carrying stories that
could possibly help the rebel
cause. Withour the press, the
Maoists are like fish out of
water.

publ

Year-long
emergency?

Asan Bazar, 5 Jamuary
R
Over 500 terrorists have been
Killed since the army was
deployed against the Maoists,
and thousands more have been
arrested. Over 2,000 rebels
have surrendered and about
two-dozen sccurity forces have
been killed. Even though the
Maoists have been less influen-
tial during the day, they are
concinuing to loot and murder
in the night in districts where
they had influence. Because the
rebels rely on ambushes and
night artacks, the sccurity
forcesare finding e difficult o
take control of the stuation.
“The strategy of the Maosts is
now “strike, flec and hide”.
Unlike the past, the Maoists
don’t roam the villages during
the day, they atack in large
numbers ac night. The army is
onacampaign to disarm the
Maoists, and says i¢ will shoot
o kill only if artacked. High-
level sources say that it may
ke about a year to fully
disarm the Maoists. But

u
continue the deployment ofthe
army to fight the rebels. Even
India uses the army to fight the
errorists, but it has not necded
toimposean emergency. Even
s0, regardless of what other
political partics want, itis
likely that the cmergency could
stretch further.

Deshantar, 30 December

“The government fist decided
o close down the Nepal
Transportation Corporation,
Orient Magnesite Limited and
the Cottage and Handicraft
Industries Sales Depor. And,
recently it came up with the
decision to shut down Sajha
Yatayat.

‘These public enterprises
have been in the red for quitca
long time. The hundreds of
cmployees working with these
encerprises will be laid off, and
the government will end up
payinga large sum of money to
former employees of these
enterprisesin the form of
accumulated salaries and
gratuities. The government has
already spent about Rs 3 billion
o pay one-year salarics t0 295
cmployecs of the Nepal
Transportation Corporation.
According to the spokesman of
the Ministry of Labour and
Transportation Dhruba Kumar
Sharma, the government needs
to cough up Rs 20 billion to
cover the gratuties and other
facilitics former NTC employ-
cesarc entitled to, Similarly,
the government nceds Rs 11
i to pay offthe the 226
cmployecs of Oricnt Magnsite

government s spending Rs 21
Billion on this, and people
presume that the corporation
will soon be privarised. Itis
also presumed that the
governmentwill soon announce
its incention to privatise the
Lumbini Sugar Factory, Birganj
Sugar Factory, Himal Cement
Factory and Bhakeapur Brick
and Tile Factory.

Baluwatar’s
neo-Ranas

Ghatana Ra Bichar, 2 January
waem
Noneed to turn the pages of
history books fo understand the
Rana aristocracy, itis very
much aliveat the Baluwatar
Darbar these days. Ifyou dont
know how to urter the
aristocratic baksiyosand if you
are not fluentin English, che
salute of Jai Nepal will not
allow you entry here. The
prime minister's official
residence i sceing a revival of
the aristocratic practices of the
Ranas and the Mallas,as they
arc the family that Prime
Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba
has married into. His son, Jai
Bir Singh Deuba, is enjoying
aristocratic privileges. Mrs

-

[Arzo0 Rana) Decbainsisted

and 137 empl the
Cottage and Handicrafc
Industrics Sales Depor. And
finally, there are the 800 Sajha
Yatayat cmployees to deal with,

“The government is adopting
the policy of privatisation as a
panacea for the seructural ills of
these enterpriscs, such as lack
of able management, lack of
opportunities to cmployces to
upgrade their skills, corruption
and poor performance. But the
process has taken some time to
pick up speed. The Ninth Five-
Year Plan envisaged the
privatisation of 30 public
enterprises by 2002, but only
the Nepal Tea Development
Corporation was privatiscd in
this period.

“The government has called
for technical and cconomic
proposals from inerested
partics to privatise Hetauda
Textile Industries. The bid call
requires the interested parties
to deposic Rs 1.5 million for
Nepalisand $20,000 for
foreigners. The deposit will be
expropriated if the successful
bidder fils o sign an agree-
mentwithin four months of the
government’s decision.

The government hasalso
decided to lay off 50 percent of
the employees from the Nepal
Timber Corporation. The
Finance Ministry says that the

on sistant
Sub-Inspector of police asa
bodyguard for her son when she
went to the US on a “state
visit” two months ago and this
“prerogative” has been
maincained uncil now. In the
last two months, Jaibir's
bodyguards have changed
frequently and are required o
accompany him everywhere—to
the play ground and at school,
and what's more, they arc
required to report the child’s
activities o a Deputy Superin-
tendent of Police three times a
day. When Arzoo Deuba was
on the tour to America, Jaibir's
bodyguard was sent to his
maternal grandparents’ house ac
Jawalakhel. The bodyguards are
notallowed tosleep until the
prime minster's son has gone to
bed, and they must wake up in
the morning as soon as he dos.
Weare told that the police
personnel who have already
experienced being bodyguard to
the six-year-old old are
exasperated as heis hyper
activeand demanding, only
nacural fora child of that age.
Te must be noted tha cven the
late princes Dipendraand
Nirajan did not enjoy the
facility of personal bodyguards
when they were students ar the
Kanci-lswori School and ac
Budanilakantha.
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No way back for Cronje

dthe UCBSA incident will be brought up at the

The | body’s General Councilon 19 January

Beckham hook deal may be shelved

David Beckhiam has been advised by the
Football Association to scrap a £2mil-
lion World Cup book deal. The England
captain was poised to sign a lucrative
contract to write a diary of his experi-
ences during this summer's tournament
in Japan and South Korea but the FA,
mindful of the row over coach Glenn W
Hoddle's book on the 1998 World Cup,
is worried about the publication of
dressing room secrets. The FA cannot

United midfielder

Beckham from signing a commercial contract with a pub-
lisher but has recommended that he not proceed with any
deal. Beckham's agent, Tony Stephens, has informed the FA
about the plan for the book and says he has been ap-

Jiain Sydney. “Cronje’ inanyvaya‘diipi | afer
South Africa cricket. Heis entitled to mryhunng nor’ T}\cU'BC ined the
the freedom and liberties ofall mmittee.” “Where th
Aficansand there isa place for him in mmumlmmmm opporuniy todoso, ymmgmk
ourcricket,” Sonn said. that flared up
Buthiscommentsappearedarodds | before the Sydney Test. team mustbe given lhsc]mnocmp]ay
ithth ial i JBCSA. The Th deh o ﬁ;nhexrmumry,
il 4 1
heUnited Cricket Board of Soutt jth dheoriginal tcamshectforthe Sydney camincludes theeend e prevent
Africa (UCBSA) has rejected Te publicly “leaked”. Theincident | team hvrhel’lesldcnund nntezm
“sremarks, but refused 0 ol I hesd d 1 n
‘captain Hansie Cronje. UCBSA “The UCBSA- nn earlier thi Theselectors mdumd by the PrmdLn( ThL
resident Percy Sonn last week hinted ldlik its posit had ly
(Ieron)cmlgh(bcpcm\mcd(o Hansic Cronjchasbee fered by i wnder-fire
o ¥ e ! |Coundlof P b pollock and coach proached by five publishers.

despiralifcban m\posed laseyear

the UCBSA. Thereisnointention o

all-rounder Ontong, Theslection Graham Ford and Corrie van Zyl. ¢

Duty Station: Kathmandu
Major responsibilities:

POVERTY MONITORING UNIT

Gana o Ggenge

GTZ Nepal's Poverty Monitoring Unit (PMU) aims to promote systematic monitoring of the poverty impact of development
projects and programs. Alang with assessing the impact of GTZ's inlerventians, the Unitis alsa respansible for developin
innovative taols for poverty impact m

nitoring and providing d

d advisory and training services to NGOs,

government agencies, and donors relating to poverty research. analysis and menioring

PMU invites applications from suitablo candidates for the following positions:
Senior Poverty Specialist

®m Conceplualize and coordinate research studies in the area of poverty esp. on social mobilization, local self governance,
deceniralization, and savings and credit programs;
Undertake in-depth analysis of curment poverty interventions to develop Innovative technigues for poverty monitaring

-
(such as self-monitoring, participatory monitoring, use of case studies, efc );
B Provide technical backstopping to GTZ's monitoring plolssswonals for increased poverty focus;
Design training modulesicourses for the Unit's various training workshops;
L] Conmnulp to the Unit's outreach program of workshops, discussion meelnngs and seminars, and take the lead in
ring dacuments for publication;
L] Suengmen institutional mecnamsms for effective linkages between poverty monitoring and analysis inputs and pro-
policy making;
® Facilitaie establishment and sirengihening of networks for \mpmved |nlmmalinn axchange and stakeholder dialogue
within GTZ programs. amang donors, and betwean HMG/N and donor
| Liaise with HMGI/N line ministries, donors research institutes, and NGOs on poverty analysis, measurement and
o
W Advise and directly support the Head, Poverty Monitoring Unit,
B Any other assignments as agread upon with the Head, Poverty Monitoring Unit.
Requisite Skills:
Essential Desirable
W A Masters' degree in Economics or ather sacial siences from a recognized University | B Knowledge of participatory and
W At least five years of professional experience in a relevant field sell-maenitoring techniques;
W Strong record in appiied research and ability to handle innovative research projects | @ Basic knowledge of German;
W Awareness of current and emerging issues related to poverty reduction, esp. in the | B An ability to transiate from
Nepali context Nepali to English.
B Good knowledge of English with excellent writing and presentation skills. | @ Age below 40 years.
m Wilingness to travel,

Duty Station:
Major responsibilities:

Impact Evaluation Specialist
Kathmandu

cunslderallcn of the need

1 and analysis meth

for gender-disaggregated data;
Provide technical backstopping for a wide range of impact assessment and monitoring system i to
GTZ programs in & quality and limely manner,

M&E capabilities;

W Design and Iead impact evaluation studies to monitor and assess the progress ul GTZ's diverse portfolio;
B Develop dal

including it mathods, with due

FIFA names World Cup refe

ZURICH: FIF/ as named e relerees for the forlhcommg
World Cup in Japan and South Korea, with orders for them to
be tough on fake fouls as well as aggressive play and
tackles from behind. The list of 36 referees - including 14
from Europe - and their 36 assistants was issued late
Monday by world soccer's governing body. All of them have
officiated at World Cup qualifiers. “Not only must they ensure
that the laws of the game are enforced, but they must also
demonstrate excellent interpersonal skills, coupled with tact
and intuition, so that the teams can fulfil their potential and
entertain those watching,” said FIFA General Secretary Michel
Zen-Ruffinen. All the referees will take part in a seminar in
Seoul 20-23 March. This will focus on directives relating to
the excessive use of force, the outlawed tackle from behind
and on how to recognise and penalise the feigning of fouls.
FIFA said the chosen officials would also face a “comprehen-
sive, co-ordinated fithess program” to ensure they are at their
physical peak for the finals, which take place 31 May - 30
June. AP

List of referees named by FIFA for World Cup finals:
Pierluigi Collina, Italy.

Hugh Dallas, Scotland

Anders Frisk, Sweden

Terje Hauge, Norway

Antonio Lopez Nieto, Spain
Lubos Michel, Slovakia

Markus Merk, Germany

Urs Meier, Switzerland

Vitor Melo Pereira, Portugal

Kim Milton Nielsen, Denmark
Graham Poll, England

Kyros Vassaras, Greece

Gilles Veissiere, France

Jan Wegereef, Netherlands
Mark Alexander Shield, Australia
Ubaldo Aquino, Paraguay

Jorge Larrionda, Uruguay

Byron Moreno, Ecuador

Oscar Julian Ruiz, Colombia
Angel Sanchez, Argentina
Carlos Eugenio Simon, Brazil
Carlos Batres, Guatemala
Brian Hall, United States
William Mattus Vega, Costa Rica

Peter P Jamaica

and‘Best Practices’ in monitoring and impact evaluation to
provide GTZ and other donors with alternative modalities and approaches that enabla them to slrenglhen their own

W Actas the resource person on impact assessment for the Unit's various training workshops;
W Any other assignments as agreed upon with the Head, Poverty Monitoring Unit

Felipe Ramos Rizo, Mexico
Coffi Codjia, Benin
Mourad Daami, Tunisia
Ndoye Falla, Senegal
Gamal Ghandour, Egypt

e = ~ E 3
This is the second instalment of the unpublished diary of
BP Koirala, which Nepali Timesis serialising in this space

every fortnight. The diary covers the period immediately
following BP’s return to Nepal from exile in India with a
call for “national reconciliation” between the monarchy
and pro-democracy forces. At that time, India was under

Indira Gandhi’s emergency rule. We left BP two weeks

ago with his entry for 31 December 1976, “sad and

homesick” during his first full day in Sundarijal jail. I
look forward to 1977 with hope for both Nepal and our

family,” he wrote. The diary, written in English,
available on microfilm at the Madan Puraskar Library in
Patan and at the Jawaharlal Nehru Museum and Library
in New Delhi. It was donated by
senior advocate Ganesh Raj Sharma.
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Back at Sundarijal >2

“Why this darkness?”

1Jamay1977

Vestemay I was conscious of the importance of today—first day of the
year; but when | got up at five in the morning today | had clear
forgotten about t. But after bed tea, which was late in coming as GM
[Ganesh Man Singh), who prepared it, overslept, the realisation slowly
dawned on me that today was New Year's Day. Why is everything so
vague? The awareness of my prison state also very slowly emerges in
my mind. The thought that Shailaja [BP's niece] is alone in the
janana jail almost prompted me to visit her there—that | am myself in
prison s realised moments later.

On the first day of the year | am parially successful in organising
my daily programme. This year | didn't make more resolutions for the
year. Didn't promise that | would organise my time so that my minutes
of the day are profitably utiised etc. | start organising my daily duties
without more fervour, or a resolve. I did half an hour’s brisk walking and
did skipping of 80 skips, some deep breathing and some stretching of
limbs—all before breakfast. Breakfast consisting of two eggs, cheese,
toast and butter and milk was brought at 8AM. | cut out one egg. Tried
reading after breakfast with no success. At about nine when the sun had
been a little warm, | scrubbed my boots with a wet towel. Tidied the
room. All the time being homesick and sad. Before lunch | did twenty
‘minutes walking. Lunch at 1pm. The camp commander told us that
today being Ekadashi meat was not available, hence was not served at
lunch. Then tried to sleep which | could not do. GM prepared after-
noon tea and some fruits. Evening shadows suddenly descend, and it
equally suddenly becomes cold. Again walking for half an hour. Dinner
at 7PM. To bed at 8:15PM. Before going to bed GM comes to my
room—that s the practice. There is not much to talk about.

| remember Nanu who is a misunderstood woman, Her ways are
abrupt; and what we think is egoistic in her character is only her
attempt at the assertion of her personality in a family whose ethos
being alien to her has given rise to a complex of inferiority in her. | am
full of remorse today because | was not understanding and fair to her.
Prakash and his children Shreeharsha and Ruchira were obviously
bewildered by the sudden turn of events immediately after their

tharleﬂ

Vesmmay ‘was Saturday, hence that nothing happened was accepted as
normal. But nothing happened even today. This is disappointing. No
newspapers, no news from anywhere, we are keptin strct isolation. How
long will this last? Till the King returns from Pokhara or he makes up his
mind about us. | know the world hasn't forgotten us—even the King must be
aware of us as a problem, but to be buried here in the isolation of a
military camp and to know their one fate is in the absolute hand of the
King is an experience which is both desperately lonesome and frightening.
Here in my solitary exile | become poignantly aware of the enormity of our
decision to return to Nepal.

Shailaja had asked me to search my heart in the crisis of my life which
my return to Nepal would entail who was nearest to me to etc. | remember
Sushila and am filled with sadness, but dear Shailaja, | miss you. Sadness
has history and partakes of homesickness. But when you miss a person, itis
the future that you miss—it is loss of the perpetual present

Psychologically | am steadier today. If I could be certain that people
at home would sit, suffer for sheer want of money, that Sudule would be
properly looked after, that Shailaja is taking the hardship of the prison life
in her stride—then | will have no worry in the world.

Our daily routine is fixed. We get our food from outside at fixed
hours—like breakfast at 8am, lunch at 12 noon and dinner at 7pm. We
take bed tea at 5:30am and afternoon at about 4pm. Since this evening
they have started giving us milk. Perhaps the instruction is that we should
be well fed. What we're starved of pertains to our mind and heart. No
company, no books or writing materials. What | need most is company. GM
can't provide that kind of company which | hunger for. Shailaja— think of
Shailaja because in prison she would be my best company. She is
political, intellectual, emotional—what more do | need in prison if she
‘were here. But what a fantastic wish! Would Sundarijal be a prison then?

1 think it is cold wave—there is no respite from cold. In the morning it
is frost, all one. The whole day, cold wind blows. Is it age that has affected
me and hence | feel so uncomfortably cold. I can't think of taking a cold
bath. When | was here last, i.e. 8 years ago, | would take cold water bath at
5.am, when the world lay frozen. | haven't bathed for so many days. |

martage. | remember allof them and suffer pangs of I
don'tknow how Giria il manage. I hope he won' break nder his
present terific responsibily.

towel.
Desperately homesick, desperately hungry for some emotional
company. Why this darkness?

Repeating history

A new museum in Johanneshurg physically recreates for
visitors the experlence of Ilvmg under apartheld
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apastion Walling aparamp
enclosd by huge vl (madeof
i

mounted insteel cage. The multime-
diaapproachis furtherenhanced by

handed a ticket with th ds “white”

rocks) depics

or“non-white” that di h

outh Afica’s Apartheid Muscum
opened astmonthar Gold Rt

cityin Johannesburg bringing

peopletoth dom

1

the lookinuo helicsof

wholicd rough hesmggero hmm..gmmnor “Clasification”,a | Doubl ly T

ic d | viie ithblownup | thisampwith photographs ofa fthe Voortrekder (e
v.1(hrhewmd Furopeansonly”, the dommm Ipases that peopleof arietyof peoplecreteafedingofa | Afkaaner Grea Trk)on neside,
museum immense herearcasolcovesin the red an Natonal
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of th ’s constitution, stand h with 131 nooses hanging fromaroof | people fighting in the cightics lcaves
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museum promises more ruch,
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Remuneration: 1. Naght Pregant: US4, 80,00 per persan
! 5, 50
Both positions carry a suitable ki with and 2 Naght Pregram; UIS$ 125,00 per person

Interested candidates are requested to send their CVs {including passport sized phatograph and names and addresses.
of 3 referees) in an envelope marked "Appiication for the post of
Administrator
Poverty Monitoring UnitiCTZ
PO Box 1457, Kathmandu.

Closing date for applications Monday, 21 January 2002,
Date of interviews Thursday, 31 January 2002.
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st

are p. fcularly g to apply.
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ABOUT TOWN

MOVIES
% Nepali and Hindi movies online ticket booking at www.nepalshop.com

ITION

%  Photography Mani Lama's People and Red series and Kim Hong
Sung's Wind Horse series. 15-25 January, 11AM-6PM, Sunday through
Friday. Siddhartha Art Gallery, Baber Mahal Revisited. 411122

< Phil Privett Pamlmgs inspired by Hindu and Buddhist mylholugy,
sculptures and th Himalayan Chy d. 13-2
January, 8.30AM-5.45PM, British Council courtyard, Lainchaur. 410798

EVENTS

% Migratory Bird Festival at Koshi Tappu Wildlife Reserve.

Birdwatching and ecotourism. Rs 1,500 for nights of 18, 19 January,

with food, local transfer, accommodation and jungle activities. 441226

% Friends of the Bagmati Meeting of concerned people trying to clean up the Bagmati
river. Dwarika's Hotel, 14 January, 2.30PM. All welcome. 479488

< Philips Bowling Tournament Each bowler rolls three games, highest average

wins Philips stereo. Rs 500 per bowler, 12 January, 12PM, Bowling Boul-

evard, Kantipath. mg@mail.com.np

% Gokarna Forest Golf Annual Tournament for members (Rs 800) and

guests (Rs 1,800, and lunch for spouses Rs 500). 12 January, 7:30AM-

after lunch. 244154

% Nepali classical dance and folk music at Hotel Vajra. Dances of Hindu and

Buddhist gods Tuesdays and Fridays, 7PM onwards, the Great Pagoda Hall. Ticket and tea
Rs 400. Nepali folk tunes Wednesdays and Saturdays, 6.30PM onwards, hotel restaurant,
Hotel Vajra. 271545

% Contemporary Jazz dance classes by Meghna Thapa. At Alliance Francaise Sundays
and Tuesdays 4.30PM-6.30PM, 241163. At Banu's, Kamal Pokhari, Wednesdays 6.30PM-
8PM, Saturdays 1.30PM. 434024, 434830

< Beetle Mania, tribute to George Harrison: Poolside party with live band, DJ and
contests. Come in a Beetle, pay only Rs 2,222 for as many as will fit in the car. Prize for
most stuffed car. Rs 450 per person head with drink and snack. Hotel de I'Annapurna, 25
January, 3PM onwards. 221711

Music

% Coffee and live music with Dinesh and Tilak. Saturdays, 6.45PM- 9.15PM. Himalatte

Café, Thamel. 262526

< Live music Tuesday and Friday nights at the 40,000 ¥ ft Bar, Rum Doodle Restaurant.
414336

% Dalily live gazals by Saj Singh and party. Ghar-e-Kabab, Hotel de 'Annapurna. 221711

EATING OUT

% Steam Away Winter Blues Hot appetisers, soups, noodles
and momos. Splash Bar & Grill, Radisson Hotel.

% Mamma Mia Pizzas with special toppings, special pasta
menu and complimentary Coke with every order. 15

percent discount for Standard Chartered Bank credit card
holders. Complimentary shuttle from Pokhara lakeside

four times daily. Shangri-La Village, Pokhara. 061-22122

< Traditional Sekuwa with live music from Himalayan
Feelings fusion band and bonfires. Friday nights at
Dwarika's Hotel. Rs555 per head. 479488

< Le Cafe des trekkers Crepes of Brittany, raclette, cheese and meat fondue. 15 percent
discount until 15 January 2002. Jyatha, opposite Blue Diamond Hotel. 225777

% Winter specials French onion soup, hot mulled wine, eggnog, and steaks. K-too! Beer
& Steakhouse, Thamel. 433043

< Rox Restaurant and Bar Traditional European cuisine from woodfired oven in show
kitchen. Live music, cocktails and snacks at the Bar, Hyatt Regency Kathmandu. 491234

% Tukche Thakali Kitchen Buckwheat, barley, bean, and dried meat specialties. Also
brunch with porridge and pancakes, all raw material from Tukche village. Darbar Marg,

GETAWAYS

% Fresh air and tranquility in Kathmandu Valley Stay at Triple A Organic Farm Guest-
house in Gamcha, south of Thimi. Rs. 1,500 per person per night, all-inclusive. Email
aaa@wlink.com.np. 631766

< Thank Goodness it's Friday! Dwarika's TGIF overnight package including Friday check-
in, sekuwa dinner, Saturday brunch, massage. $125 net per couple. 479488

% Pokhara Retreat Through January 2002 stay two nights, get one night free. Package
with or without airfare to Pokhara and return. Complimentary shuttle to Lakeside, free use
of pool table and fitness centre. Shangri-La Village, Pokhara. 435741/42

For inclusion in the listing send information to editors@nepalitimes. mm]

NEPALI WEATHER by NGAMINDRA DAHAL
This satellte picture taken on Wednesday afternoon
shows a fresh westerly heading our way. Itis riding a strong
Jet stream and will have moved into west and central
Nepal by Friday. The front is fighting a high pressure
system over eastem Tibet, but seems to be making ts
presence felt. Northwest India and Nepal may receive
fight rain Friday and Saturday. The central and eastern
hills will get cloudy skies, but wil remain largely dry. The
current trend of higher maximum temperature will
continue because of clear haze-free days. Minimum
temperature will also come up a notch at the weekend
because of night-time cloud cover.
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YAK YETI YAK by MIKU

‘That Dreadful Night: Carnage at Nepalesc Royal Palace Aditya Man Shrestha

Ekua Books, Kathmandu, 2001

Rs500

Anabsorbing araion of hat hmppentd on the nightof 1 June, 2001 in the royal palace of
Nepal,and Theonly fccoftherightasihe dehof en
royal family members, including the N Tt y. Shrestha tries to
probeinto the tragedy and putit in its proper perspective

T
Patents: Myths and Realiy Vancna Shiva | L1
Penguin Books, New Delhi, 2001~ s
Re320 S

3l the Trade Related Intellectual
3 " dthe real

d of
elobalsed patentregimes.

My Girlhood: An Autobiography Taslima Nasrin
Kali for Women, New Delhi, 2001
Rs400

hefisenajor workof Bangadchivrcr
il

in in exile, My Girlhood 1l

ontheck

Pakistanand Bmglad«h Theauthor

moves back and forth bevieen hero own Heandhaofa g o, withharpobsracios
b

in Bangl-

deshi society.

Courtesy Mandala Book Point, Kantipath, 227711, mandala@ccsl.com.np

Vacancy UK Charity in Nepal seeks outgoing,
motivated and self-directed individual, fluent in
English and computer lterate, to assist in
promoting the charity’s activiies among partner
organisations. Applications by e-mail (Word
attachment) only to ukcharity@nepalimail.com.

Reflexology Technique of applying pressue to
the fee, reduces siress, promoes relaxation and
good health. buddhasfeet@yahoo.com.

Stupa View and Restaurant & Terrace at
Baudhanath Stupa. Well-appointed restaurant
and terraces with views of stupa and Himalayas.
International vegetarian specialtes, pizza from
clay oven, ice cream, soft guitar tunes on
Fridays, Saturdays, Sundays from 5PM on.
Special events on full moon. Open daily 11AM-
8.30PM. 480262.

Kodari Eco Resort Peace in natural surround-
ings, good views of Nepall Tibet border, jungle-
covered mountains, Buddhist monasteries,
ancient Shiva cave. Hike to villages with various
etfinic groups, vantage points to Himalayas.
Comfortable accommodation, attached bath,
balcony or terraces, good food, friendly service.

480262, kodari@mos.com.np

The way to Mexico is too far. Botega Restau-
rant and Tequila Bar is near Thamel Chowk.
266433. 15 percent off-season discount.

The Borderlands Resart For canyoning,
rafting, trekking at Tibet borders, Professional
Development Program, Leadership Courses
and many more. 425836/425894.
info@borderlandresorts.com.
ww.borderiandresorts.com.

K-Too! Beer and Steakhouse notthe ‘longest’,
“highest’, “frst” or any other superlative. Justa
relaxed, easy-going bar and restaurant ith the
coldest beer and juiciest steaks this side of the
moon. By the Kathmandu Guest House.
433043

HMB Mountain Biking Have your bike serviced
or repaired by HMB's Professional Mechanics
atthe HMB Workshop. Riding gear, accessories
and parts available. Second hand bikes
bought/sold/hired. New and reconditioned
mountain bikes for sale. Himalayan Mountain
Bikes—Tours and Expeditions. 437437.

For insertions ring NT Marketing at 543333-36.

on FM 102.4

Mon-Fri 0615-0645
Sat 0615-0645
Sun 0615-0645
Daily 2045-2115

2245-2300

BBC World Today
BBC Science in Action
BBC Agenda

BBC Aureft dav
BBC Aureft et

Radio Sagarmatha

P.O. Box 6958, Bakhundole, Lalitpur, Nepal

Tel: ++977-1-545680, 545681 + 977-1- 530227
E-mail: radio@radiosagarmatha.org

www.radiosagarmatha.org

MIN BAIRACHARYA

BINOD BHATTARAI
he world changed in a lot
of waysafier 9/11. The
after-shocks of the suicide
bombers triggered tremors in
South Asia which are reverber-
acingstill. And the other way
the world changed was the birch
of the Dubyaman comic strip.
ubyaman comes from the
Texan pronunciation of the
middle initial “W” of US
president George W Bush.
Dubyaman is patterned after
Superman, but the caped
crusader here is actually an anti-
'he real Dubyais
not renowned the world over for
his inllect, and this is a spoof
on his war on terror,”said the
comic strip’s co-creator, Indian
journalist Jug Suraiya.

But now tha the Afghan
campaign is winding down, isn't
Dubyaman ge
Suraiya shakes his head vigor-
ously. He wasin Kachmandu
this week holidaying, and he
was staying at the Everest Hotel
whereall the journ
“Even at the Kathmandu
summitwe heard echoes of
George Bushsshetoric: youare
with us or you are ag;
says Suraiya. Just gocs to show
that Dubyaman has now become
arole model for other world
leaders who are fighting terror.

In fact it was this Bush line
thatinspired the 55-year-old
associate editor of the Times of
India to create the comic strip.
“Afriend called me and asked
me to switch on the tv,” says
Suraiya recounting the events of
11 September. “America is
falling down.” Heis allergic to
v, butswitched it on. A few
minutes lacer he was dictating
the TOI10-11 editorial
entitled ‘Target Humanity’. No
sooner was he done, and after
watching more footage of the
poliical reaction to the attacks,
it scruck him that leaders were
beginning to make more and
more belligerent noises, and
the retribution was aimed ac
South Asia.

“Here we had the least legic
leader who barely scraped
through controversial elections
threatening a conflagation that
could happen in our backyard,”
hesays. I feared that the
mental vacuity associated with
the rhetoric could do more

superhero, “T

ecccccccccccsces

harm.” His fears were com-
pounded afeer India and
Pakistan began to compete to
make offers to help the US o
bring the war to the alrcady
volatie region. Suraiya then
wrotea script and discussed it
with staffarcist Neclabh
Banerjce.

“The restis history,
Dubyaman was born on
Sunday, 16 September asa
black and white srip that
appeared in the Times of India.
Vice-president Samir Jain loved
itand wanted it continued, and
50 ithas. Suraiya says he is
using humour to spread
common sense, and to cut
through the political theroric.

Dubyaman s getting
someching of acult following,

“There e those who lke t
and those who hate it says
Suraiya, “Few are middlc-of-
the-roaders.” The hatersand
non-hatersalso tend to sway
ediorial decision-making at the

TOlwhen many wroteiin to
say it was not relevant
anymore. Besides Times of
, Dubyaman today is also
syndicated in papers in Europe
aswellas Nepali Times.
Whyis India’s most
influential paper against US
democracy, many have asked.
Suraiya tells them the paper is
notagainst democracy but
against terrorin al its manifes-
tations. “Iris my protest
against warand whatis
happening around us
terror s alifestyle

Tohim
ase, like
cancer. Itis only after the
pathological condidons egin

Thosewho hate Dubyanan
find the humour to be in bad

aste, o(hers:ugus r}nr it
exonerates terror. ‘It does

faces of errorism, including
bombingof schools and
hospitals.” Dubyaman s now

HAPPENINGS
e —

ROYAL INSPECTION: King Gyanendra, Crown Prince Paras, Prime Min-

ister Sher Bahadur Deuba and Finance Minister Ram Sharan Mahat pose at

Club Himalayaat Nagarkot on 30 December. TthAARC mmr:chedulcd
later cancelled. Also seen in picture a d B aky

3
IN-LAW'S ISLAND: The traffic island at Maitighar with its record-breaking
mandalaon 9 January s traffic recurned to normal afer che SAARC Summic

getting help from cameo-
performances by Indian
Ieaders like Forcign Minister
Jaswane Singh, and prime
‘minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee

Then there are those who
love it. One fan sent Suraiya
aunique lecter to the editor:
acshircwith “Uncle Osama
Wants You” printed on the
back.

HI, BYE: Outgoing SAARC Secretary-gencral gives  farewell specch while
launching the “Human Development I South Asia” eporc on 8 January ac
Hotel Himalaya.

(For an archive of Dubyaman,
sce www.timesofindia.com)

The January
issue of Himal
is now
on news-
stands.

. Siapping ot for just s

In addition to being a special issue on reconceptualising the
region, this month's issue includes a special downside-up
atlas-quality map of South Asia.

WWW wave web winner 2002

Your chance to show the warld what you're made of 111

Use all the tricks you know,
all cool ideas you have and
win the title, be the
Number 1 web designer

of Nepal and get
other free services from

TIME CHANGES EVERYTHING

Made
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Under My Hat

by Kunda Dixit

SAARCASM

man and/orwoman on thestreet. vy activiry of personal

s omconestop meright now before | get carricd aviay
i e el about I

concluded SAARC summit. (“Let Us Grandly
Succeed the SAA]

—Meow-Meow Chow-Chow Pyt
invol
Wi

der stictscrutiny,cven i the privacy of
l b

. Itwasrather y
every moveon the kausi under constantsurveillance from
b I d control (AWACS

Lid). Goon,resteain me, otherwise T will ),
s i £ andih hadto
I tofostercrossborder tourism. (Hearty  hink dlook over histhershoulder before cavingin
Welcometo Headk RC-Yak ! ion of pressing b o his/herright
Premium Filer). You mean you acually want tohear more  nostriland with asharp exhalaton from the lungs,expertl
aboutthe SAARC Spiriof Partnership? You mean you've p
nothad enough? Yousureyoudon'thave SAARC comingout §
of ourcart No kiding, Alright, then, you aked foric.
b
-
o glob of nasal obstruction (Waning o
minors: don’tty chis stuntat home) right there below
Now that we have survived amajorshark atack,thisis  lrge hoardingat the Tripures dhatsays
i forour nation and people olimp back “Hearc Fele Well Come to SAARC Head”.
o normalcy. Theall-clear has been sounded,the renzy of Lestourillustious readers are labouring under the
e has bated, and Nepalisareslowy res ingzbout £
h thatthey had willingly hy liberie, lec e dispelthat notion right hereand now.
forthe duration of the summit | heads is no gainsaying fotic Nepalis we fecl no
Much o thereliefof he-sreee, for inorder toimp foreign visicors.
instance, the Tundikhel y suspend the dumping ofour trash wich
keasan bath.And st I aband i i

ice noontimenap,onecan now alsoartend rocallsof
o brond et ioht el

PCO wit facing the danger of

in
someoneclse’s doorstep), we will postponeall public nose
grooming wenill noesun bache on thebridge—butonly

shark head of satc or government) specding past on a
motorcade, oran escorc i

foralimited t donlyif;
ratiy the strictures with a owor thirds majority.

gunship swoop
low to takea closer look at what one i up to, and
catchingone lagrante.

Temay be hard for those n the orridorsof power to

"The question henare
thinos ging to e translocated o the Royal Tinkune

National Park? What are we going to do withaall the bed

? Theanswer

hatarelief the lifting of th

shees that draped the city's billboards forthe past two
w bot faybe.
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Subhas’ explorations

ubhas Rais cartoons have by

now become a staple for

many Nepali books, maga-
zine and is familiar to the readers
of this newspaper. But he does not
like to be called a cartoonist, not
even an artist, | am an explorer,”
says the boyish-looking 34-year-
old, and he has never stopped
exploring.

Starting out in a Kathmandu
ad agency, Subhas was a quick-
leamner and soon found the:
confines of a ‘job" restricted his
need to seek new challenges. He
shifted to a multinational advertis-

ing agency in Kathmandu where he
familiarised himself with computer
graphics and design. But even
here, claustrophobia set in. It is a
very commercial environment,
there isn't much time to be
creative,” says Subhas. So he struck
off on his own as a freelance
designer.

His most challenging task? To
illustrate Adventures of a Nepali
Frog, the best-seling children's
book by Kanak Mani Dixit which has
now been translated into eight
languages. Subhas likes o do
unusual things, and his latest work

is the cover for the SAARC issue of
Himal South Asian which has an
upside down map of the subconti-
nent with Sri Lanka on top. “'m not
acartographer, butit was fun to
spoof National Geographic and
make a map that forces people to
take awhole new perspective.”

Subhas is off to the US to leam
new tricks, more computer aided
design work and animation. “I'm not
the kind that will stay abroad,” says
Subhas, “l want to widen my
horizons, gain experience with new
equipment and bring back world-
class graphics design to Nepal.”
Keep on exploring, Subhas, and
(like the poet said) return to the
place you started to see it o the
first time.
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