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Three more months

Going by the last three months, political
insiders now have a more realistic
expectation of the emergency. It is
not likely to bring a major change in
the battlefield situation, or the
political scenario. Prime Minister Sher
Bahadur Deuba has bought himself
time, but he will still be too busy
trying to stave off a mutiny within his
party to pay much attention to
national development and his much-

UMID BAGCHAND INMANGALSEN
ustabouteveryone n remote Achham
disric was expectinga mjor Maoist
attack the weck of thesixch anniversary of

thesartof the “Peoples War™. Butno one

expected o e sucha devastating defea for
the government, and sucharoutofthe
securiy forces.

Mangalsen residentsarestill inastate of
shock, and what cmerges on piccing togcther
theiraccounts s ragic alcof warings ot
heeded, of unspeakable carnage:and brutlity
duringalong nightofterror.

Fiscloud explsionsat michighton

touted
package. The Maoists can be
expected to keep the public in a
general state of panic with booby-
traps and ambushes, and gear up
for major attacks when the next
emergency cycle comes to an end
towards mid-May. If the security
situation does not improve in that
time, parliamentary parties will have
to get together to ratify a maximum—
and final—six-month extension.
What the government will hope for is
that the army will make a break-
through and force the Maoists back to
the negotiating table.

25-35

Itis like bargaining at a street market.
Nepal and India are edging closer
towards concurring on value addition,
and the meeting in New Delhi next
week may actually produce an
agreement before the 1996 treaty
expires at midnight on 5 March. India
had initially proposed 50 percent value:
addition as qualification for duty-free
export of Nepali goods to India. In the
Kathmandu talks this week, the figure
came down to 35.

Nepal started bargaining at 20 and
has gone up to 25, and may be
expected to agree on 30 percent,
though one Nepali official told us:
“Twenty-five percent is as far as we
can go." It seems the state elections in
Uttar Pradesh were holding New Delhi
back from a softer stance.

Q. Was the VDIS scheme a good or bad idea?

Totalvotes: 369

Saturday

shartered theslence of the leeping bazar and
reverberated across the surrounding hills. The
sound of automatic gunfire renttheair, and
bulleswhizzed allaround. There were frantic
foorsteps on the cobbled strects lewas pitch
darks the hydropower plancat Kailash Khola
and thetelecom tower had been knocked o,
Halfan-hour latr,there wasa deafening blast
in the bazar, more gunfire, more explosions,
screamsand sogan-shouting Maoists.
“Wewercawakened by the sound of the
firscexplosions,and stayed awakeall night”
local esident rold . “But no one dared to
look outside until bout 100’ clock the next
morning” Like many others we talked to, he
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Small is feasible
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There is a revolution sweeping hydropower development in Nepal. No, we are not
talking about mammoth projects like the $ 450 million Kali Gandaki A which will come on
line this year. Across Nepal, small-scale power projects, privately-financed and locally
built, are starting to feed electricity into the national grid and helping rural electrification.

The beauty of these projects is that they don't need foreign consultants, foreign
aid, or foreign investment. And here in upper Lamjung District on a snow-fed tributary
of the Marsyangdi is a shining example of how it works.

Last month, the Rs 19 million Syange Project delivered the first unit of electricity to
the national grid, the first kW of hydro electricity supplied to the NEA by a private
producer since the 36 megawatt Bhote Kosi Project came on line last year. But there is
adifference. Electricity from the $100 million Bhote Kosi costs the government 7 cents,
approximately Rs 5.40, per unit all year round, and is charged in dollars. Buying

electricity from the
Syange projects
costs Rs 3.57 per unit
during the wet
season and Rs 5.06
during the dry
Season—in rupees—
and even though for
the next three years .

the price will increase

by six percent .f 4

annually, itis still far more competitive.

“The development of water resources by foreign parties, which inevitably had to
be big enough to justify their costs, led to the price of energy being unaffordable for
the Nepali population,” says Kumar Pandey of the Lamjung Electricity Development
Company (LEDCO). “This is a new model of hydropower development in Nepal. This is

the future.”
Goto Cyp4

ined and Iocally
hydros are changing Nepal’s enery future.
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there any point repeating it? All we can do is pray

W hat can we say that we haven't said before? And is

and mourn for the recent dead, the 3,200 killed in
the past six years, the thousands upon thousands of
Nepalis who have been bereaved. We mourn for a nation

in mourning.

The political decay that led us down this slippery slope
was in full display in parliament this week as we prepared
to mark the dawn of democracy 50 years ago. It was hard
to stomach the sight of the people’s representatives
tearing at each other, yanking microphones, and gheraoing
the podium—even before the bodies in the ruins of the
barracks and police posts of Achham had stopped smoul-

dering.

It is hard to take this feigned outrage seriously when
overturning the podium becomes the ultimate expression
of political anger in our fledgling democracy. Our opposi-
tion MPs have a problem with calibrating protest: an

STATE OF THE STATE

" ive clite dates back to

feer th Jaugh

A Mangalsen Smurdaymghl it
has become clear that the

Maoists are more interested in

carnage than in politial change.
Violence has now become an end in

the days of unification. The palace
represents this traditional elite, and
ichas keptits hold for over two
conturies Bewcen theShahsand
their R

airliner leasing scam and the biggest debacle in the nation's
history elicit the same level of rage. And either way, it is the
furniture in the House of Representatives that bears the brunt.

And about the ruling party, the less said the better. Nepalis
are thoroughly sick of these plutocrats and their back-room
intrigue, the callous immorality, and a fatal ignorance of state-
craft. Their petty games and narrow minds has brought this
crisis upon us. Why does the country have to pay in blood for
the personality clash of these failed, venal and power-crazed
individuals? How long do we have to endure them?

If & crisis of this magnitude and national peril cannot bring
our politicos together, it is hard to imagine what will. There go
Girija Prasad Koirala and Sher Bahadur Deuba challenging
each other to a duel on the Titanic. There is Madhav Kumar
Nepal playing his fiddle on the tilting deck. And everyone else

is rushing madly for the lifeboats.

To be sure, democracy is supposed to thrive precisely on
this partisanship, on competition between those who disagree,

-

% COMING OUT OF SLAUGHTER

on the marketplace of ideas. But that is true when democracy
reaches a certain maturity, stature and stability. Our fragile
polity just can't take this kind of chronic abuse.

We have a situation here: democracy is threatened by an
ultra- violent group that does not believe in it. Their reach has
widened dramatically in the past six years, and they have
used brutal violence to cleverly fill the vacuum left by the
state. And as the threat to our democracy and freedoms get
more and more serious, our parliamentary parties and
factions within them continue to use that threat to bring each

other down.

This cannot go on, because by doing that, the political
parties are chopping off their own legs. Successive rulers
since 1996 have squandered the political option: the civil
police couldn't fight the war so an armed police force was
set up, the laws of the land were not enough and the anti-
terrorism act was needed, constitutional provisions did not
suffice and so an emergency was declared and the army
unleashed. And the problem is still there. If anything, it is

getting bigger.

There is a lesson here. If this road is not taking us
anywhere we must be flexible—backtrack and look at the
political options we abandoned, while maintaining the
military pressure on the rebels. Unfortunately, Sher Bahadur
Deuba has painted himself into a corner with his no-talks
stand that means he has only a stick and no carrot.

And yet, in the final analysis, there is no doubt that
parliamentary parties must see a common threat much
larger than each other and forge a minimum alliance on
the basic things they say they agree on: non-violent
struggle, democracy and social progress. It must be
parliament that must provide the mechanism for this
lowest common denominator to be articulated. The
statesmanship, as well as a new breed of political
leaders to articulate this must emerge from the 205.

That leadership exists, it's just buried underneath a pile
of high-profile cynics and crooks. This new leadership must
make common cause at the political level to give the people
hope and the security forces a sense that they are fighting to
preserve something that matters deeply for the country's future.

-Six years later

Who has gained from the past six years of conflict? We
know who has lost: the Nepali people.

Gorkha family b intained

itsel. Theattack on th
tion came without warning, and by
their dastardly act the Maoists have
extended an open invitation to
ousside forces to intervene n our
internal afairs. Comrade
Prachanda’s wish inan interviewin
1998 tha he looked forward to
fighting Indian forces on Nepali
territory does not look insane:
anymore. Isthereamethod in the
Maoists' madness?

Prachanda ast weekissucd a
bombastic press relcase
supposed achievements of his so-
called People’s Waras it entered its
seventh year. Butin nearly 2,500
words, there is not a singleargu-
ment that would in any way justify
the loss of over 3,000 Nepali lves.
What did they die for?

‘What the insurgency has
succeeded inisundermining the
limited gains of the People’s
ancmcnmfl9‘)0 Power secems to

from

its power.
The 1815 Sugauli Treary
reduced the rulers of Kathmandu to
being provies of e Brish Empxm
in Delhi, i

ber, 1 ped to shift power
from people to the palace, but
Delhiadroidy exploited the rift
benween these two players. India
played the palaceand the Nepali

playerin Nepal's power centres.
When Jang Bahadur usurped power
afterthe Kotand Bhandarkhal

M £1846, h d

day Gooroo Gujrsj Misscrand
Chunder Secker Opedeca had been
aloteasier.

The permutationsof the

“democracy” in theirlist of
demandsin 1996. In thac sense, itis
refreshing o read in Comeade
Prachanda’s recent statement that
heis concerned about the weaken-

chronic power play at Singha
; ya

the authority of the empire next
doorin order toestablish his own
legitimacy. The third player for

powerin Nepalis the Nepali people

themselves, and they didn’treally
count until 1990.

“The restoration of che Shah
dynasty to the throneat Hanuman
Dhoka Palace on 18 February, 1951
wasan unprecedented event; the
peopleand the palace had come
together for thefist dme to charca
common destiny. However, talso
legitimised the role of India. The
New Delhi Compromise was
the throat of Nepali

the people, and it’s not just because
of the say that the Royal Nepal
Army hasacquired in matters of the
statcafier the declaration of an
emergency in the country.

“There have always been three
principal playersin Nepali policics.
The primacy of the military-

Congessleaders, and proved that
thestrategiss ofindependent India

by CK LAL

irony is that the longer the Maoist
warasts, the more influence the
armed forces would have over the
civilin government.

Ifa child born on 13 February,
1996 were to sk Comrade
Prachanda what he did to national-
ismand democracy in this counry,
hewould probably read from his
jargon-flled satcmentand deliver

Congressaganst cach herforits yio ingofd c the yetanotherlenghy apologia
dmaintinedis — mavterhow the hips ll. The country. Thereissome mericin his  deridinga perceived palace-India

lehold over inty of hung parl judgement that unl nexus. But the botcom lin s that
Kzlhmandu.\WhmBPKmmL\ revolving-d inthe  controloverd fihe [heMaouumurgencyhzxweak:ned
chose toreturn fromexile oty mid-1990s must have madett countr ivocall . and enhan
and restore democracy, Indialost  strategic manipulators longforthe  lished, democraticrulebya mﬂumceof{hqmlaccand&g
the card thatit had used success-~ obstinate but eliable players of the  popularlyl an  Brotherdown south.
fully for behind-the-scenes bargain-  Panchayacyears. never be guaranteed. But the

ingwith the king, New Delhi's
game of arm-twisting Nepal came
outinto the open and culminated
in the cightcen month long
cconomic blockade officially called
the “trade and transitimpasse” in
India) imposed by Rajiv Gandhiin
1988, There s litle doubr chat
relentlesspressure from New Delhi
wasinsumental in making

Enter the Maoists with their
three sets of 40 demands, the firse
setof nine completely devored o
matters concerning “nationalism”.
Isit merely accidental that it is
preciscly this “nationalism” that has
suffered the most over lastsix years?
Wasunderminingic the hidden
purpose of allthe vocal name-
alling of our southern ncighbours?

Narayanhici bowt bl
clamour for mult-party democracy.
India’ forcign policy punditsin
South Block discovered that the
shiftof power from palace to the
peoplein Kathmandu did not rurn

from th
of the Honourable East India
Company when it came to ways of
dealing with the buffer sate n the
Himalaya.

“The royal coupof 15 Decem-

outto be of anyadh them.
In fact, it was even more cumber-
someto deal with a plechora of
leaders working under the pressure
of facingan electorate. Hush-hush
negotiations with the likes of ltter-

Had the fre of stoked
duringthe Hrithik Roshan riots
reached itslogical conclusion,
Comrade Prachanda may have been
declared the dictator of the
Confederation of Communistand
Maoist Political Organisationsof
South Asia (CCOMPOSA).

The very concept of popular
ruleis anathema to communists,so
itisn'tsurprising that the Maoists
failed even to mention the word

EEPENDRA

COMMENTARY

1 their devastatingly successful artacks
on Accham on 16 February, the Maoists
werejust going by the book. They used

classc guerrilla tactics: “Strike willfull

forceat the weakest spors of the enemy and
terrorise them.” The impact was as
expected:tspread panicin government,
parliament, and the peopleat large.

Andithas served to demoralise thearmy’s

rankeand-file.

“Theattack not only sent three new
and-Maoist alignmens into disarray, but
hasalso focussed attention once again on
cracksin the ruling party iself. The
proposals for “national government” and
*democraticalliance” that were being
discussed will now be academic. Kin
Gyanendra's carefully chosen words n his
message to the nation on Democracy Day
(o days aicr Achham) have also created a
stir,and peopleare interpretingit o suit
cheir own belief.

“The Royal Nepal Army has admitted
chatithas taken a defensive posture from
the vry beginning of s anti-insurgency
campaign three months ago. And, if Accham
cells us someching, i that in this time the
army has been incapable of asessing what
che Maoists had up their leeves. Lack of
information and inlligencealways has
major repercussions in any battlefield
situation.

Whatis therefore worrisome s that the
army, despite havingsupportof the media
and the politcal partes in s counter-
insurgency operation, scemingly filed to
assessthe rebel battle plan and anticipate
thisid—cven whenther wer cogh

Accham post-mortem

The Maoists won the battle in
Achham, but the outcome of the war
is still far from certain.

The military barrack on a hillside above Mangalsen that was over-run by Maoists on

16 February

Accham will now remain a textbook
example of either our ignorance,or neglect,
orinabilityto use ntelligence. Needless to

and toservea major blow to the govern-
mencscredibiy.
cat Accham mrcnumcd the

basic to any miliary

andassumescrucialimportance n ightinga

counter-insurgency in our kind ofterrain.
‘Thearmy may have been on the

say, I

begun to gain over the Maoise. Tl

the “final enemy”.

Any forceat war must be capable of
defendingitslf, even ifitis unable to
defend others. And the RNA had thisas
policy: firstsecure yourselFand your
weapons. By allowing the Maoists to over-
run the Mangalsen barracks, thearmy
showed it was unable to do-cicher. Thisisa
newkind ofwar: it should have been
elaringly evident by now that the traditional
defensive approach of elying o sentriesat
the gate was hopelessly outdated. What
would have helped i lert, modern guerrilla
tactics and mobilty based on maimum
knowledge ofeven the lightest new
movementin the surrounding terrain.

“Know and understand the enemy,
then try to understand yourself,” was
what the well-known Chinese war
strategist Sun Tz said. That lesson was
learnt well by Mao Zedong and through
him, his Nepai disciple. But,ala, not
by our security forces.

“Thearmy may now reactand launcha
major operation, orat least get nto the
offensive mode. That can lead to wide-
spread kilings, and i the death tollcimbs,
it would play right nto the Maoists’hands,
because they can use the resulting resent-
mentto regain political ground they have
lost.

defensive, but much of
November has been ints cordon and scarch
and destroy missions during which it had

Killed and captured large numbers of Maoist
footsoldicrs. The Maois milfavas under

reportsand bout the impending
attack. Warsare not only won with beter
weaponsand better trained soldiers.

ble pressure. They needed a
victory aswell—to boost morale ofthir
own ranks, o keep themselves battle eady,

shockingly heavy casua e events leading to Accham show,
madethegenerpeople hesitant,and many  the Maoiss may now betying o pursuca
! ight thing secrightonce  sateg o discrdicthe ey frces, and
he mil dingin, dagihemorllybankpe ol
‘The tradicional respect, d this ime from a position

prestige that the army commands n the
public mind now needs to be restored. The
Royal Nepal Army has aways been looked
uponas the State’s lastline of defence. And
chis s why the Maoists themselves call it

ofstrength. Drpendmg onwhat happens
now, the Maoists may even announce
another unilateral ceasefire asa strategy to
win supporc of parliamentary lef partics,

which they hinted at through Prachanda’s

by PUSKAR GAUTAM

-
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12 February statement. They mayalso
Taunch a couple more attacks on govern-
mentinstallations to provoke the security
forces s part o cheir Dhakka Abhiyan of
massive strikes. (see also “Red terror’, #81).

“The Maosts say they are presently in
the “Strategic Defence” phase of the
“people’swar’, and Accham may temp
them to move on to the next phase:
“Strategic Balance”. Ifhey decide they are
ready for the next phase, they will concen-
trate furure attacks on sensicive infrastruc-
turelike roads leading to the capital, major
airports, power installations. From there
they would move on to the final phase:
“Strategic Offensive’.

But the Maoists may be underesti-
mating the strengeh of the army. They
may have won the battle in Achham, but
the outcome of the war is not so certain.
And militaries the world over are good at
learning their lessons from defeat, just
like our own army did afier the Maoist
attack in Dang on 23 November.

“The Royal Nepal Army has always
been trained to fight a guerrilla war, and
it must operationalise this against the
Maoists. It needs now to be able to
anticipate not just the broad strategy of
the Maoists, but also their selection of
targets and the tactics they employ. It
must have s ears on the ground, upgrade
the quality of intelligence, infiltrate and
penetrate. Whatever the eventual
outcome, this i the Royal Nepal Army’s
first war in home terricory, and that
makes thisits ultimate test.

(Puskar Gautam is a former Maoist district
commander for Okhaldhunga and left the
movement three years ago.)

MIGRANT WORKERS NO

GAIN

“Diaspora in dilemma” (#76)

But he suffers from the

guts and return and try to

Hemlata Rai's “Sending
money home” (#81) was a
serious review of Nepal's
migrant workforce. Nepal's
labour export is pumping
not just $850 million a year
into the economy, as Rai
writes, but as much as $2.5
billion through the hundi
channels. Nepali Gurkhas
in Brunei and legal Nepali
employees in southeast
Asia alone remit more than
$400 million a year. This is
how modern Nepal stays
afloat. Maybe we should
choose Nepal's next
cabinet from among this
hardworking lot.

J Prasai
Botswana

Pitamber Sharma’s critique of
foreign aid in “No pain, no
gain” (#81) is a real eye-
opener. After three decades of
pro-donor planning, Nepal is
the second poorest country in
the world, with the worst
human development in the
continent. However, Sharma
generalises and rushes to
conclusions, giving easy
escape to those who failed to
deliver. We must draw a
distinction between develop-
ment-workers who, even
though they were not born in
Nepal, made a long-term,
often life-time, commitment to
the development of this
country, and those who are in
Nepal because they see
business. Yes, there is a lot of
money in poverty.

My second concem is: Is it
fair to put the entire blame on
foreigners for our failed
development? | am sure the
article reminded every in-
formed, patriotic Nepali of the
difficult questions that never
got answered. For example:
how come a country with the
second largest hydroelectric
potential in the world only
exploits less than five percent
of it? While Bhutan doubled its
GNP after its second
hydropower plant, our own
NEA is facing problems just
meeting its running costs.
Who is to blame? The bideshi
advisers, or our own leaders
who failed to safeguard the
national interest? Perhaps
both partly, but what are they

doing to not repeat the same
mistake?
Mallika Shakya
LSE, London

WORRIED

Being one of the leading tour
operators for Nepal and the
Himalaya in Scandinavia | am
extremely concerned about the
situation in your lovely country.
| 'am worried that corruption
and mismanagement are
more conspicuous than ever.
The Maoist crisis wouldn’t
have started if it wasn't for this.
The government is either too
weak, too apathetic, or too
corrupt to do anything about it.
One small example: the “quick
visa” you can get at
Kathmandu airport arrival if
you pay $5 to this-or-that
person so you don't have to
stay in line. What kind of first
impression do you think that
provides? The tourists can
easily shake their heads and
go home, but what about
Nepalis who have to suffer
corruption every day? The
Maoists are a great threat to
the stability of Nepal, no doubt.
They have changed from a
political force using terror to a
bunch of bandits stealing from
the people. There has to be a
way out of this dead end.
Nepal cannot afford not to find
a peaceful solution. It is a no-
win situation for both sides.
Otherwise tourism is just
going to divert from Nepal to

Tibet, Sikkim and India.
Lars Gundersen
Denmark

CK LAL
CK Lal's “Let them eat cake”
(#78) about “Swar Samrat"
Narayan Gopal has attracted
the attention of this Trust. Lal's
recollections are interesting
and wonderful, but what
disturbed and shattered me
badly was his reference to the
singer being a taxi driver. | was
with my husband during that
period, and | am quite sure he
never even touched the
steering wheel of a taxi, let
alone any vehicle with four
wheels.
Pemala Guruwacharya
Narayan Gopal Music
Trust

4 CK Lal replies: “Despite my
advancing age, | stand by my
memory.”

The reference to Jamim Shah
jars that brilliant column by CK
Lal (“So close and yet so
distant’, #81). Poor CK,
perhaps he does not know
what goes on in the
Kathmandu underworld. All
that glitters is not gold, so why
is he springing to the defence
of this guy?

Daniel Gajraj

by email

FINGER-POINTING
Rajendra Khadka has made
several good points in

common Nepali affliction of
finger-pointing. This is not
helpful. Nepal's condition is
not caused by those who are
abroad. Who is more
responsible: those who say
they are helping the country
but are corrupt, or those like
me who know we are not
helping Nepal—but at least
we are honest about it.
Furthermore, some of us
did not “leave” Nepal. We
were born overseas. If you
are going to use fallacies of
logic and make off-base
generalisations, you may as
well fault me for the pollution
of the Valley while you're at it
Instead of addressing the
real problems, individuals
like Khadka insist on blam-
ing others. One would have
thought that the politicians
would be masters of pass-
ing the buck but Khadka has
taken finger-pointing to a
new level. Here is a new
acronym: “NewBoFaPs'—
Nepalis Who Blame Others
For All Problems.
R Thapa
Seattle, USA

1 think you should stop
printing the cynical com-
ments from Nepalis abroad
in your paper and giving
undue importance to their
navel-gazing. They have an
opinion on everything, and
like to preach from their safe
and comfortable exile. They
should either show some

work for the country's
development, or they
should shut up.
Lila Sapkota
Kathmandu

JUST DO IT?
| enjoyed Binod Bhattarai's
“Can Nepal do IT?" (#79)
and commend his opti-
mism on Nepal's IT future.
Yes, definitely, Nepalis are
as capable as anyone else
in the world. But if we can't
even develop and imple-
ment a successful pro-
gramme to grow potatoes, it
is hard to believe we will be
successful in IT. With a
government that does not
reward honesty, hard work,
intelligence, integrity, or
competitiveness we cannot
do it. There is absolute
correlation between these
attributes and success. The
opposite is valid too—just
look at our government.
Girwan Pandey
by email

CORRECTION:

In #81, the deadiine for
renewal of the state of
emergency by parliament
should have been 22
February and not 26
February as inadvertently
appeared in the page one
brief, “Death toll", and the
editorial, “Emerging from
the emergency”.
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Thatiswhy LEDCO was secup
in 1994, tosee ifthings couldbe done

22-28 FEBRUARY 2002 NEPALI TIMES

NATION

22-28 FEBRUARY 2002 NEPALI TIMES 5

ufics. The Pokhara-

"lp( and, Iz
ab

developmenta kick-sart ifeficently
managed and honestly buil. Bggeris
also bette for projectsike the 700
megaware $1 billion West et project
which will one day expor to India.
Andeven fordomestic consumption,
expensay, dhereisnow anurgne

“As long as the waters of Syange don’t dry up,
we will be able to generate electricity”
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local e d \'nﬂh:“}h)dnr

G three kil micro-

feel more secure

payingpenlicstothecntal bank

hydro plant, and decided to do bigger
and hmm ing

Underthe new policy Rs 100 millon

uwnm—rhev say it ensures that

Syange
don'edry up,wewill beableto
generate lectricity and el t the

jtted o the
SBC,and il gooutoftheirway to
makeicwork.

tooneprojectin the hydropower
sectorbya bank. This meansone
bank could easily lend the enireloan
componenttocompletea | mW

national grid,so | guessthere’s no It intecentyears | project.
reason toworry,”says Singha Bahadur. | for thepri womoveinto bletolend I
Buc light look of hydropower bl hydropower project.

hi f licesand financing “Now it he SBChasbecn

hnic Kathmand (See“Hari, thehyd >l i

snagat he powerhouse. Kubirputin | p.5)In 1998, Shailaja Acharya, then | forminga company and buildinga
Rs 100,000, andhe szl bic | deputy prime minister, Ministerfor power project theonly
lockis | Water forthasetof ible thi ild more

ticking, “The projectis complee.
Everythingisin place. Why the delay?”
heasks,“the NEA shouid inform s f

policies thaarea milstonein the
developmentofhydropowerin Nepal.

“The new policy was favourable for
1l hydro developers

such projects Withou theadditonal
project, the per kW overhead costof
the SBC il bevery high. s

build oth

there’sa problem.” Ifall
to plan, the SBC will earn back the
investment of its :hareholders in four

need fora
projectlike r}\s AndhiKhola, which
can provide dry scason power when
production from run-of the-iver
schemes fulsbelow capacity “Run-of-
the-river schemes of snow-fed ivers,
unlike the Kli Gandl, shouldbe

years. notonly benefic

dlearly setouta formula for the buying
rate of electricity. “The NEA was
required to buy back all power and

from the power from their
localstream, butalso from revenue
carned by selling power to the
national grid.
“The Syange river has it source on
(he\m)wydnpm«»ﬁhelammng
l,and i

gy by hydropower
developers, which was theassurance
local developers nceded to generate
and supply electricity to the grid,”
says Pandey.

Companieslike LED(X)v\m

bringdown costs,” A:\ysl’;nd‘ey

 processin underviay. In the
netfawyears, villgersaround
Syange cxpect o beownarsof almose
800 kW of powerin thearca, The
SBC hasalready applied to negotiate:
fora Power Purchase Agreement for
the Tatopani Khola,which will be
approsimarlydhesieof Sange
Another,

promored. Butacd

projects ke Arun should be of spectacularwarerfllsto t Bidyut Company. | hourwalkfrom Tatopan, will e
developed. Itgivesyoufirm energy, | Marsyangdi, Wateris transferred Theybuild,ownand aswell | capableofgenerati KW.
burdocsnothave the envi || througha 120m the hersmall hydh the LEDCO sysicwill continue to

impact of many lrge projects,”says
water expert Dr Binayak Bhadra, “OF

powerhouse. Thehead gives Syangean
insalled capacyof 13 o, andi

arcain a manner that would be
commercillyvible Recent

developwater resources in Lamjung
o promote rural dlecrifcation by
ines localy-based enterprd

ly 1.1 million

oo m.ngmsmfmegovem

men's pol
sectorin encrgy production can
actually happen. LEDCO helped sce
upthe Syange Bidyut Company

based t d checks and balances gy lly. by the g i h it that links local natural ith
provided aseve-yearloan forche and room foracivists to opposc “Sofarwe'vedelvred 2,000 encouraged local commercial banks | local investrs hrougha profiable
projectac 12.5 Other | ifthey fee thesociologicaland units—Rs 10,000 worth of lecricity,” | to invest in small hydropower professionally managed private
holdersin the SBCinclude | environmentalimpactsoftheprojects | says Vinay Bhandari,project coordina- | projects such as Syange, Piluwa enterprisc,and willinclude the
individualsin Lamjung and areunjusified.” torandadirectorofthe SBC. Vinay | Khola, Indrawati and Chuku Khola. | peopleof Lamjung n developing
Kath dafinance cooper Bucforvillages ke Syangesmall | wasin Syangelaseweck tocheckon Exphins Pndey: Thegoven- | theirditricswaer esoures.Ies
tive. Says Pandey: “This isa model, 1snoron1ybeauuf\|l icisfeasible. hing problems owingto loan presencl
itinvolves the local people, they own he | whichtheNEAR i) bybanksinthe 20 mW Nyadi Hydro Power Poject

it, they run it, and the whole

fa]lmg atcr

“Ifsnotan

as priority sector
d

and the 3 m\W Khudi Hydmpuwu
b

into

(SDC)withaRs 1.5 million country benefits” KubirGhaleanox Gurkbasoldier, | unexpected problenn, neitheisica lending, Allbank projeet,borh

investment, Other i ud all hyd is d Heisoncofmore | pasisentone. Undlourloclopertors | make 12 percentofherenielending, | Marsyang. Iisaso ok

ol indvidualsthe Lamung Discic | novchecompl toNepal's han 40 local sharchold gctthehangof hi priori Y i i

Dospmen Comite o Vise fevel Big, imvested R 7$mlﬂmnm[hepn)|m. jtches,” who | havingadifficulti hi ddevelop the ncrgy
jttces andron- | with icsofsale, and In 1996, he had gor operherwitha | also has sharcsinthe Syange plant. requirement previousy, and were potentil ofsolated communitics. ¢

HERE AND THERE

Kinglomf Neal

The gift of time

Getting elected and staying in power are measured in days and weeks, not in the
decades and generations needed for improvements in peoples’ lives.
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Hari, the hydro-entrepreneur

An ex-MP shows us how to tumm

KUNDA DIXIT

When Hari Bairagi Dahal
was the UML MP from
Sankhuwasabha district five
years ago, the one thing
people in his constituency
always asked for was
electricity. He tried, he went
around the government
ministries in Kathmandu,
he even staged a sit-in
outside Singha Darbar to
increase the allocation for

yvater in.t.o. gold.

small hydro projects, Dahal
had no problem convincing
bankers that it was a sound
return on investment. The
buy-back rate was set at Rs
4 per kW-hour for peak
power and Rs 2.75
non-peak.

“Why go grovelling to

in i

Kathi

for his district. But no one
listened. He could not
deliver, and he also lost his
party ticket to contest the
1998 elections.

told myself. We have the
water, we have the re-
sources, we will make it
ourselves,” Dahal told us.
So, the Arun Valley Hydro
Power Di Com-

e
An average one mega-
watt small-scale
hydropower project in
Nepal costs about Rs 100
million, and banks are
willing to lend up to 70
percent of the amount.
Private investors need to
put in the rest, and a
partnership of five indi-
viduals makes such a
project surprisingly
affordable. Says Dahal:
“You don't have to be
super-rich to invest in

Any other ex-politici
would have returned to his
hometown to lick his
wounds and butter the party
bosses for a political
comeback. Not Dahal. If his
people wanted electricity,
electricity they would get. So
what, if he wasn't a politi-
cian anymore?

Dahal got together a
group of local business-
men, took a loan from a
consortium of banks in
Kathmandu and invested in
the Piluwa Khola
hydropower plant near
Chainpur that will star
providing 3 mW of power to
the national grid by April.

Taking advantage of a
landmark policy approved
by then deputy prime
minister Shailaja
Acharya in 1995 which
set out a formula for
the Nepal Electricity
Authority's buy-back
rate from private
power suppliers, and
stipulated an annual
six percent increase
for a certain period
for power from

Mandala House
SERVICED APARTMENTS

Lunury Aerimants si
Comfortabie Rates

Prime Ministor's R Balmetar
1222, Kim. Nepel
Ciar acias 413

Fax: 9771421151
;i mandals @ik com o
ala com.n

pany Pvt Ltd was set up.
Says Dahal: “What | realised
is that if you have a good
proposal, and it makes
sound business sense, the
bankers will bite.”

And they did. Dahal's
partners put in 30 percent of
the Rs 280 million for
Piluwa, and the banks put in
70 percent and the project
got underway two years ago.
In fact, private hydropower
development in Nepal has
become so lucrative Dahal
is surprised more busi-
nesses in Kathmandu aren't
jumping onto the band-
wagon. “In very few ventures

do you have both the

" raw material and

the market
guaranteed,” he

is the NEA."

p in Nepal
anymore. And the beauty
of it is that you get your
money back within five
years."

The reason small
hydropower is so cheap is
that the projects can be
indigenously designed
and built, they need no
expensive foreign consult-
ants, no foreign loans,
and it can all be financed
with Nepali rupee credit,
thus eliminating the
danger of dollar apprecia-
tion.

Dahal has no illusions
about why he succeeded.
“I wouldn't have been able
to deal with the red-tape if
| hadn’t been in politics. |
knew Singha Darbar
inside out, and that
helped,” he explains.
Dahal says he hasn't left
politics, and will try to get
elected again from his
home district after the
project is finished.

The lesson from Hari
Bairagi Dahal's project is
that small is feasible.
Twenty five-megawatt
projects would be
cheaper, more appropri-
ate, less of a burden on
the national exchequer,
and could be built and
financed within Nepal—
compared to one 100 mW

project. Just look at the
figures—Piluwa Khola
costs $1,200 per kW to
build in local money,
while the Arun project
would have cost nearly
$5,000 in hard cur-
rency. The 144 mW
Kali Gandaki project
costs $3,300 per
kilowatt.

MusTanG BHOT IN FRAGMENTS
by Manjushree Thapa

The first book by the author of The
Tutor of History. Reprinted
fen years after it was first published,
this is an account of the writer’s
discovery of her country, and
herself, as she comes face to face
with realities that are both
overwhelming and educational.

Travelogue and social history, this
acclaimed book provides an insight
info life in Upper Mustang before
the influx of tourists

Asia Urhs
Third Call for Proposals — A Reminder

The Asia Urbs Pr is a cultural by both the

and economic funds of the Commission. Its main activity is to fund two-year development
projects, or six-month studies, which seek to improve living and environmental conditions
for those living in urban areas. As one of its aims is to strengthen ‘decentralised cooperation,
these projects must be designed and implemented by local governments in Asia together
with others in Europe.

Two deadlines are scheduled 20 March and 2 September 2002.

Please visit the web page for further details:

http://europa.eu. < en.htm
Select:Tenders and Grants

Go directly to tender opportumtles and Calls for Proposals
Select: ALA+open-+g bmit g Urbs

EU Co-Financing of Actions with NGOs
Call for proposals, A reminder

Co-financing with NGOs forms part of the general framework of the European Union
(EU) commitment in favour of the campaign against poverty, the rule of law, and the
respect of fundamental freedoms, set out in the European Community Treaty.

A call for proposals for “Operations to raise public awareness of development issues
(ED)" was launched on 5th December 2001. The deadlines for receipt of applications

are:
18th March 2002 at 16.00

For more information on these different types of operations, please visit the web page:

http://e eu.i ‘ong_cd/index_en.htm

FOR OTHER OPPORTUNITIES, PLEASE VISIT
THE FOLLOWING WEB PAGES:

B ASIA

invast

The Asia-Invest programme is a European Community initiative that provides financial
support to facilitate business co-operation between European and Asian companies. For
more information, please visit the web page:

http://europa.eu.int/c html

Asia-Link
The Asia-Link Programme is a new initiative by the European Commission to promote regional
and multilateral networking between higher education institutions in EU Member States and
South Asia, South-East Asia and China. The programme aims to promote the creation of
new partnerships and new sustainable links between European and Asian higher education
institutions, and to reinforce existing partnerships. For further information, please visit the
web page:

http eu.nt/c

htm

jects/asia-itc

Asia IT&C

The European Commission (EC) launched the Asia Information Technology and
Communication Programme (Asia IT&C) in October 1999 in order to co-finance mutually
beneficial partnerships in Information Technology and Communication between Europe
and Asia. The Programme can supply up to 80% co-financing to Information Technology
and Communication projects proposed by a consortium of organisations from the EU and
participating Asian countries/territories. Please visit the web page for further details:

itc/html/main. htm

Officein Nepal
andu
429446 Fax: 977-1-423541
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SOMEWHERE IN NEPA

owthat the international donor
N ommunity has admonished us to
dig into the roo cause of poor

governance and stem the branching out
of a fabulously rich political class before
expecting more cash, we must encourage
the culture of candour that has trickled
into the ruling elte’s conversation lately.

Finance Minister Ram Sharan Mahat
was among the firstleaders to show how
seriously they've sensed that honesty is
the best foreign-aid policy. At the
condusion o he Nepal Development
Forum, the honourable minister exhorted
Nepali to work harder towards ensuring
good governance and ending corruption
in order to preserve our moral right to
seck international asistance.

Instead of mocking Mahat for
prancing away the evening in Pokhara,
let's try to delve into the circumstances
surrounding this reaffrmation of the
virtues of rectitude. Amid the swift
succession of events Nepal hosted or
attended over the last six months, we
failed to grasp the gravity of what Mahat
was up against. For every Bill Gates who
chastises his government for being stingy
with foreign aid, a Paul O'Nel cites how
poor countries have received trillions of
dollars over the decades with precious
litle to show for it.Itis i such a highly
polarised atmosphere that Nepal has had
tomovearound capin hand.

At the NDF, Mahat was held ac-
countable for high-sounding pledges his
predecessor made in Paris two years ago
before slinking away to the defence and
agriculture minstries. Of course, Mahat
could have prepared himselfbetcer for
the inquisition by memorising the
contents of the sectoral files. But he'’s
hardly had the chance to bea full-time
finance minister this time. Check his
schedule for the six months preceding the
NDF:lead the delegation to the UN

e

wer of posrtwe negatlwsm

So, the kangresis have discovered that honesty is the best foreign-aid policy.

©0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

General Assembly, deliver some of the
SAARC summit invitations, chair the
SAARC council of ministers meeting, and
make sure Colin Powell got that enve-
lope before hisaircraft took off. For a
man under so much stress in a ministry
that’s not even his, i is remarkable that
Mahat s sill available to warn tax
evaders to pay up or clse.

In the political plane, Mahat’s boss,
00, has become quite straightforward
lately. Responding to critcs of his jumbo
cabinet, Prime Minister Sher Bahadur
Deuba asserted that his herd wasn' that
clephantine. Actually, his council of
ministers contains only four more people
than his predecessor’s. And Girija Prasad
Koirala was the party president, too. But
when Deuba realised how few people
understood that a bloated cabinet also
brought along massive management

hassle, he decided to become brutally
truthful: he needed all those ministers to
keep things quict on the Congress
parliamentary party front while the two
clders continued their skirmishes. (One
hopes the prime minister soon comes
out with an equally apt explanation for
why he needs 40-plus advisers and
assistants s well.)

Deuba must have inherited parc of
thisfrankness from his one-time mentor
Koirala. Remember what GP had said
was wrong with Nepal's post-1990
leadership? Kangresis and comrades were
so fixated on overthrowing the panchayat
system that they had forgoten to work
out their own strategy for governance. In
another moment of hearefel reflection two
years ago, Koirala said the multiparty
constitution should have reained some of
the good parts of the panchayat regime.

He said the Maoist problem might
have been contained had the zonal
commissioners not been thrown out with
the system. That way, his clear implica-
tion was, senior security officials in the
districts would have been spared the
humiliation of taking their marching
orders from Chief District Officers.
Koirala’s assertion that his party’s 113
members in parliament amounted to
nothing drew strong criticism from
politicians and political scientists. The
latter questioned his commitment to the
principles of parliamentary democracy
while sections of the former wondered
whether his mental faculties were as
strongas when they had last heard him
speak. Butal these criics missed the fact
that the Kangresi patriarch was speaking
from experience.

Itis important to remember that

by PUSKAR BHUS/

Koirala el compelled to step down as
prime minister last July while he still

had a majority of Congress MPs on his
side. Moreover, he was well on his way
o reconciliation with the opposition
parties that had boycotted the entire
winter session of parliament demanding
he quit. While Koirala was recording
his resignation specch, many opposition
leaders were checking their watches and
wondering why he was runninglate for
theall-important mecting he had
convened to harmonise their 14- and
22-point covenants.

Ever since he became a serious
contender for prime minister, Nepali
Congress general sccretary Sushil
Koirala, too, has developed a fair degree
of forthrightness. During the peace talks
with the Maoists and after the deploy-
ment of the milicary, his refrain has
been consistent: no Kangresi prime
minister before Deuba had received
such widespread support from the party.
Granted, that claim may not match the
fiery public specches Sushil has been
delivering lately.

Butonce you become familiar with
the power of positive negativism, you'll
understand how shadowy signature
campaigns within the party can help the
prime minister advance the Kangresi
agenda, especially ata time when the
main opposition party is busy healing its
own wounds.

I¢'s harsh fact of life that politics
and its practitioners are considered
congenital prevaricators almost every-
where on this planet. But if you look
hard cnough, you can find grains of
truth in the most pungent packs oflcs.
With leading Kangresis having recog-
nised the cash value of candour, we can
probably expecta larger proportion of
the billions in NDF pledges to be
disbursed this time. 4
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800,000 was spent on cleaning up
the Pashupati cemplearca and some

Free money

One pyramid scheme is returning
money to its members, but others
are still functioning.

recrui,you deposited Rs 3,000 inro

Samrakchﬂan ‘saccount, another Rs

‘money was spent on hel
shineboyson New Road. Italso
had plans to help Bir Hospital and
hadlrady condcred Fasbily

of thefist
person on th andkepthe

butonly ifyou bought very carly
Samiakchaan would make Rs 9.8
million from one chain, and it had
made something like Rs 15 million
from the 5,000 members it had
enrolled atthe time of ou first

report.

And, Samrakchhan’s brochure
said, ts mission was to develop
Nepal while creating opportunities

it, the Company Registrar's Office
ordered it o lose down. A
Samrakchhan source ells s that
e firm has filed a lawsuit challeng-
ing that decision. The company
also says that because of what could
bealong-drawn legal batdle, it
began refunding the Rs 3,000 ichad
Kkeptfrom each member sarting 15
August last year. So far about 3,985
members have colleted the refund

was modelled afer similar schemes
around the world,includingonein
Albania which shattered the
country'seconomyand endedin
rioting in Tirana that left 2,000
dead, and the Ialian schem,

remaining one-third. Ifyousoldall
threcendfaes,you eoveredyour

studies, but chat plan has n

Pentagono that many Kathmandu
residents are familiar with. But
Archana Karki, who sarted the

verdicton thelegality ofts
registration before deciding what to
donext.

the Chaudhari group, came to
public noticeafter people stareed
doingthe maths. Essentiall,

hhan empl kechhan worked like this:you

amiakehhan,a“pyramid
scheme” Nepali Times

reported on last August
(“Scheme scam,” #54) has almost

closed shop, and a company source
tellsus the firm i refunding the Rs

3,000 it had collected from each

spoke to last week said the
company had isedsbou s 10
million b ing the refunds

member, has wound up opeations
for the time being because of “high

overheads”, and is awaitinga court

in the wake ofthe public outcry,
and had worked on some projects
before it had to close down—Rs

paid Rs 9,000 and were given three
certificates with your namein
seventh position. This gave you the
tight o sellthree certificates
yoursel,for Rs 9,000 cach. Ofthe

money you got from each new

when they sll o three people,
chose buyers sllto three more, and
on until the 2,187 person in this
“pyramid” sell his certificates.
“Then, you could win over Rs 6
million. For one person to hitthe
jackport, 3,280 people must be
involved in the scheme. IfNepal's
entire population played, 6,500
peoplewould win. You could win,

shelved.Samakchhan saysichad | sich posononyour recni’ schemein Nepal, told us she started
aboreceivedal of enificar the scheme here because the
hip applications and had Je boughrand sold the popularity in Kathmandu of
|\ decided o fund 51, burthathas | certfica llyyouwould ids such as Pentag
nothappened yet. reach the topofthelistandcould | resultingin huge sums of money
“The scheme, which hadon | “eam” up o Rs6.56 millon. leaving the country. Although Karki
itsboard prominent “The problem was the numbers. | was quick to explainthat
Kathmanduitesinclud For Samrakchaan to deliveronits | Samrakchhan wasset up purcly with
gendertrainerand Prime | promisc of maki bscriber | social servicein mindand that the
Minister Sher Bahadur amillionaire, therewould have to | seven membersofthe tamagreedat
Deuba’s wife Arzoo Rana beanever-endingsupplyofnew | ther firstmeetingnottoreceive
Deubaand Basanta Chaudhriof | inscstos, The chainends forbuyers | sricsorcividends thcompanyvas

and another 880 are yet to do so.
Some members who have taken
their refund told usthey had either
managed to el heir cerificaes to
three members and had managed to
break even, but many sid they had
lost the ret ofthei investmen. An
accountant whosold his certificates
shares and broke even then bought
twomore memberships from his
own chain (1o ensure that he got to
the top of the st faster)told s
that helostabout Rs 6,000 on one
membership.
Samahchhan says the money
that has notyet been refundedis
stllsafe in s bank and that its
database of members i intact. But
little is known of what has
happened to the many similar
schemes that were doing the rounds

I ﬁrma( then Samrakchhan was in its

theCompany Reg:stranoﬁiw prime,such as 1 Uno, Smartcash,
Magicman, Sambandha, PC Ci
onlyclimed thatitwasa “social and other schemes that pro
marketng” company,although computers or gold giveavays
the Lalitpur Tax Officetrearedit | arealso no governmental or
asalotery”. legislarvechecksin plceyer, o
When the d | ensurethatpyramid

snowballing, because a number of
influential people were involved in

instiutionalised aslegitimate fec-

market enterprisc.
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Tounsm pioneer Shyam Bahadur Pandey,
chairman of the Shangri La Group of Hotels and
Resorts, has passed on his businesses to his
sons, but remains member of the Nepal Tourism
Board. Nepali Times spoke to him about the
state of tourism and his plans for a new resort
in Pokhara, which have been shelved.

Nepali Times: How bad is the situation?

Shyam Bahadur Pandey: It is very bad. There has been so much
investment in tourism that if the industry suffers, it will take the entire
economy down with it. We cannot imagine the Nepali economy without

tourism. The way politics is being handled now is wrong and if this
uncertainty continues, we won't be able to recover. Without effective
governance, nothing is going to work in Nepal. Itis about time we
woke up. This mindless power-struggle will not just hurt tourism,

it will stop all progress.

How badly will the present tourism downturn affect the
economy?

| am worried not only in terms of the investment in tourism, but also
about the time and effort so many Nepalis have put into the sector,
including the workers and those aspiring for careers in tourism. This is
one industry which has reached the villages and it is difficult to imagine
Nepal without tourism. This is not the best of times for Nepal: now we
hear of capital flight. While this is happening, we are rapidly converting
industries where we had competitive advantages into disadvantages,
and doing nothing to change the larger disadvantages into opportunities.

You donit seem very hopeful®

Recovery is not impossible provided someone is there to take positive
action. There must be someone somewhere who must be proactive for
the country’s sake.

What about the effective actions you said are needed?

That is something which is leading us to give up on the present political
leadership. Not that things were different during the panchayat, but now
the situation has become worse. The nature of the economy has not
changed from the reliance on customs duties for revenue, rather than
broad industrialisation. Yet the government says there have been
benefits and people have eamed piles of money, which was its
assumption in starting the voluntary income declaration scheme (VDIS).
Thatis the reason for much of the capital flight that has taken place.
What we have gained is about Rs 500 million, which is insignificant in
terms of the business confidence that has been lost.

So confidence is very low?

The VDIS has hit confidence and we are still unsure. Rather than do
something to restore confidence, now the government has begun
raiding businesses. As a nation | think we have lost more than

“Right or wrong, the government has to be decisive,”

we have gained from the tax scheme,

What is industry doing to change the state of affairs?

Nothing will happen if we are unable to establish law and order. Tourism
takes place even in countries that have terrorist movements, so we are
not losing hope yet. If we can ensure law and order, we are confident
we can turn around the tourism industry, provided that the national airline
is made capable. The airline is losing half a million rupees every day and it
cannot stay around with that kind of loss. Its demise is very close,
especially if we don't take action now, or decide what to do with it. A
commission formed on what should be done with the airline has made its
recommendations, but if we don't act on them, then no amount of
marketing and promotion will help tourism. If we don't have a strong
national airline, there will be no tourism in Nepal.

How do we put someone in the cockpit?

These are decisions you can take overnight. It does not take forever to
decide how one wants to run the national airline, privatise it or run it as a
company. The government has to show some decisiveness. If you are in
government, you are expected to decide. Not everyone is expected to
take the right decision, but there has to be a decision.

So we need decisions, someone taking risksO
| don't say risks, | say it is someone taking on the responsibility they have
been entrusted with, because they are members of government.

Youire a member of Nepal Tourism Board. Has it been effective?
If only we can run the national airline and NTB effectively, we will be able
to restore the image we have lost in six months, even reach the 500,000
arrival levels within a few years. But the NTB needs a capable national airline
1o work with. At this time the government and private sector should have
been working together. But now we have a crisis of confidence, we do not
trust the government and the government does not trust us.

So what should the government do?

If only we can give a sense that the government has begun to work, that
can help restore confidence. Then improve the governance of Royal
Nepal Airlines. This will not just help tourism, but the country as a whole.

No bidders

No one wants to buy the Hetauda Textiles Industry. The company was shut down last year because the
government decided there was no point propping-up the perennial loss-maker, and pumped in a final Rs 250
million to pay off liabilities, mainly the wages and salaries of about 1,100 employees. The company was set
up 25 years ago, and managed to do ‘well’ so long as Nepali textiles were protected, but all that changed
with the liberalisation of the economy and today even private Nepali textile firms are unable to compete with
the cheaper Chinese and Indian goods in the market.

Private television

The Mlmstry of information and Communication (Mo\c)  has moved a- step closer towards \lcensmg pnvale
terrestrial television companies, over a year after it first sought proposals. There now seems to be a sense
of urgency, because a committee has been asked to complete screening applications by this week. Eight
companies have submitted their bids and some bidders tell us that they are watching to see if the govern-
ment will only consider royalties in awarding licenses, or if it will also take into account issues of cross-
ownership and the creation of media monopolies. They argue that licensing a company that already fully
owns other media companies, such as radio and newspapers, makes it difficult for smaller companies to
compete, as there are no laws to prevent larger monopolies from cross-subsidising products. They want
government to develop a clear policy on cross-ownership before deciding on licensing.

Commercial bank law

The lepal Rastra Bank is nearing g finalisation of a draft umbrella act to vegulalea leposit-tal |ng |ns||l\muns
amove to help clean up the financial sector. The Commercial Banks and Financial Institutions Act is to be
finalised and taken to parliament during the current session, and will annul a long list of other laws govern-
ing the sector, some of which are not just confusing, but also contradictory.

Agn-census o

The gncultuval Censusis ely to be put off until next year due to the budget cuts resulting from the
increase in security spending th\s year. The Fifth Agricultural Census was launched on 13 February in 43
districts, and the remaining districts were expected to be surveyed after mid-April. However, with the
Census' initial Rs 50 million budget slashed by 25 percent, the Central Bureau of Statistics says it may not
be able to analyse the data and make its report according to schedule. The census was to have started in
early January, but was delayed after the government declared a state of emergency in the country.
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Lhotse

“The mostacchimed ascent last
springwas the much tried but
highly elusive Middle Summitof
the Lhotse group. Lhotse has been
designated three summis:Lhorse
Main (8,516 m), the world's fourth
highest-mountin it cimbedin

Last spring was also  great
scason for adventurous descents
from Everest. Chire Bernier-Roche,
the second Frenchwoman on the
summitand the first o climb from
the north side, and her husband,
Bertrand “Zébulon’ Roche, who
firslimbed eresat 17in 1990,

record. Fellow American team-
member Erik Weihenmayer became
the firse blind person to reach the
topof Everest.

“There were four deaths this
season, two on the north sideand
twoon the south side,including the
wragic demiseof Babu Chhiri hat

1956 by Fritz Luchsingerand Ernst

arriedas: ble paraglider up

Reis from a Swiss expedition;
Lhotse Shar (8.410 m) the castern
summit firse climbed by Sepp
Mayerl and Rolf Walter from an
Austrian expedition; and the long,
crenllated connecting ridge
between the two, the previously
undlimbed Lhotse Middle (3413
m), ofien dubbed the highest
undlimbed summicin the world.
Lisspingthre v hice
hotse

othe summit. The summitarea
was notlarge enough to launch
their huge praglider,so they
descended 100 m toa snowy terrace
from where they spent 10 minutes
onabumpy ride down to Advanced
Base Camp (6,400 m) below the
North Col, completinghe first
ndem paraglding descent from
Everest,and the s fightfom the
vicintyof the summitsince Jean-

Middle: Um Hong: Gl Korean
team, which reached about 7,500 m
on the normal route up Lhotse Shar
before giving up and climbing
Lhotse by the Standard Routes
Oscar Cadliach’s Spanish team,
which dlimbed the Main Summit
but reached no further and a 12-
member Russian expecition led by
Serggi Timofeev. The Russians took
llc.omplerclvdxffcremandunmed

in's historic September
1998 descent. Twenty-two year-old
Frenchman Marco Siffred well
known for his outrageous
snowboard descents n the Mont
Blanc Massif headed down on his
snowboard from the Great
(Norton) Couloir,getting down to
Advanced Base on Rongbuk glacier
in litdle over two-and-halfhours.
“This was the firs snowboard
descentof Eerestandthe i

of the Tibean

relativelycay-angld but }ughl

side of the mo\mnln by ski or surf.
Fiftc

pes that form
the upper partof the Kangshung
Face overlookingthe Tibetan
glacierof the same name.

Everest

Compared with the firly dismal
autumn 2001 season, last spring
wasabonanza for Everest. Nearly
50 teams oprated on the mountin

d Temba Chhiri
attempred to bmr the record of
Bertrand Roche—and adisputed
30-year-old ascent by then 17-year-
old Shambhu Tamang—in May
2000 to be the youngest person to
makea successful Everest summit,
butwas forced to turn back just
below the Hillary Step with severly
fosbitn handsand had o

and many —
there e 183 sucessulacents in
justover five days. The majority—
101—came from the Nepliside,
while the rest were from Tiber.
Aparc from one expedition,al
teamsattempred the normal routes:
South Coland the South-cast Ridge
from Nepaland North Coland the
North Ridge from Tiber. Including
Sherpasand Base Camp saff, an
estimated 1,000 people operated on
the mountain through the season.
Fify of the 183 ascents were made
by people who had already
summited Everestat east one

time previously, and whilein 2000
only two ascents were made
withoutoxygen.

o partsof five
fingerson is ecur t Khmand.
Temba Chhii returned o Everest
asaone-man expedition lstspring
and dlimbed via the Standard Route
from the North Col. At 16 years
and 16 days, Temba Chhiri became
the youngest Everest summiteer.
Another Nepali limber, 28-year-
old Lhakpa Sherpa became only the
second woman to climb Everest
from both the north and south sides
when she reached the summit via
the North Col (she summited from
the south sidein May 2000).

“The 1,000" successful ascent of
Everest was made by Rusian Yuri
Uteshev las spring, though the
thousandth person to reach the top
of Exerestis usually acknowledged
as Temba Tseringin May 1998.
With climbers from three more
countris,including Venezuclaand
Colombia, makingit to the top of
Everest st spring,the number of
nationalites o have climbed the
world' highest mouncain now
standsat61.

Tewasn'conly on the Tibetan
side that records were et Sixty-
four year-old American Dr Sherman
Bull became the ldest person to
summit, beating then 63-year-old
Toshi 's pring 2000

really captured publ
Babu Chhiri had in ecenc years
become perhaps the best known
Sherpain mounincering history
afier Tenvzing Norgay. He had made
ten ascents, only oneless than
record holder Apa Sherpaand was

There were significant
accomplishments on major peaks, but the
development to watch out for this coming
season and in future, is undoubtedly the
opening up nine new peaks partly into the
last spring season, the first time the
government has made such an
announcement after the official start of
the climbing season. Smaller peaks such
as Gangchenpo in the Langtang Valley,
and aks around popular summits such

lanaslu are cheaper to climb, easy to
get to and, most importantly, tec’mlcally

e first person to make two
complete ascentsof Exerestin the
same scason. He held the record for
the fastest ascent (16 hours and 56
minutesin May 2000) and the
highest ivouac—over 21 hourson
the 8,848 m summit without
oxygenin May 1999. Babu Chhiri's
otherascents in Nepal include
Kangchenjungawith the Rusian
traverse team in 1989 and several of
ChoOyu, AmaDablamand
Xixapangma Central Summit, Babu
Chhiri was not educated in his
youth, s there was no school in the

Himalayan
spring
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area where he grew up, and his
greatest wish was to build a
school in his village Thaksindu in
Solu Khumbu, so his six daugh-
tersand other children in the area
could enjoy the education he
missed. Babu Chhiri was at Camp
twoin the Western Cwm guiding
a Canadian-American expedition,
when he lef, saying he wanted to
take photographs. He wandered
off the marked track untoped and
fell 30 m or so down a crevasse.
His absence went unremarked for
five hours, after which a search
was launched and his body was
found. Babu Chhiri’s body was
carried down to Base Camp and
then flown to Kathmandu, where
tributes poured in from around
the world. The Nepali govern-
ment donated Rs 100,000 to his
wife and his main sponsor,
Mountain Hardware, has set
upatrust fund

Popular tpeaks,
new routes

challenging.
Although the weather during the 2001

re-monsoon season was more unsettied

han normal, particularly during the first
three weeks of May, there were a
number of fine achievements and
historic climbs on Nepal’s mountains:
The first ascent of the world’s highest
unclimbed summit, the first ascent of a
hard new route on the 8,000 m giant
Manaslu; an almost continuous traverse
of the west to east traverse of Pumori
which involved new ground climbed in
pure Alpine style, many new records set
on Everest and, sadly, the death of
arguably the most famous Sherpa
climber of recent times.

Manaslu also saw a major new
route being climbed, with a
strong Ukrainian team under
Msitslav Gorbenko successfully
climbinga line up the South-cast
Face and upper East Ridge of the
8,163 m peak. But the true

South-cast Face remains to be
dlimbed, and traversing the East
Ridge will bea long,tme-
consuming proposicion.

“The third major new route in
Nepal last spring (other than
Lhotse Middle and Manaslu) was
on Pumori’s West Face. With
only one 60 m rope and no
bivouac gear, Swiss climbers Ueli
Buhlerand Ueli Steck climbed up
South Ridge and then continued
over the summitand down the
Normal Route on the East Ridge,
arriving back at Base Camp after
43 hours on the mountain.

"Two of the six expeditions on
Ama Dablam (6,812 m) were

successful, and another
increasingly popular peak,
Baruntse (7,127 m) was
attempred by thee expedi-
tions via the Standard Route,
the South-cast Ridge.
Approximately 18 expeditions
wete working on Standard
Route, the North-west Flank
of Cho Oyu (8,210 m)—some
110 paying mounincers,
excuding Sherpasand Tibetan
helpers. A total of 37 climbers,
including Sherpas and Tibetans,
summited Cho Oyu st season.
Onlyoneexpedition attempred
the Norh-cast Spur to the
North Ridge, the Standard

el
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ThL final pinnacle of Lhotse Middle, scen from where kT

from the Kangshung Fs

Route, up Tilicho (7,134 m),and it
was successul.

Uncommon summits
‘While the Ukrainians were at work
on Manaslu, some of their members
attempted the 6,251 Peak 2, also
called Simnag Himal east, one of the
nine new peaks added to the
permitted list last spring, Peak 2 had
never been limbed before and
Meitslav Gorbenko, Vadim
Leontiev, Sergei Pugachov and
Mykhyalo Zagirmyak reached the
summitvia the East Ridge, having
spent three days on the final ascent.
The team first climbed the Pungen
Glacier to reach the East Ridgeat
about 5,200 m.thecomiced Est

whether they tried to repeat the
line taken by the all-Nepali
expedition that made the frst
ofhcal ncent o his mountin n
1990 via the West Ridge (ap-
proached from the southern flanks)
orattempted a partially new line
on the West/South-west Face.
However, the trio gave up, having
reached a high point of only 5,550
m. Gangehenpo was first reconnoi-
tred in 1949 during Pecer Lloyd
and Bill Tilman’s historic visit to
the Langrang Valley and attempted
in 1964 by a predominantly Swiss
group that included well-known
guide Michel Darbellay. The frst
ascnt (unauthoriscd) took place
in1971and th t he situation of the

moderate
diffculy, bur presented o erux
sections: a tricky gendarmearound
5,800 m,and later an 80 m covered
rockwall. The climb was awarded a
5 grade on the Russain scale,and
the team proposed renaming the
mountain Peak Ukraine, Peaks 1,2
and 3are minor summits on the
long East Ridge of Ngadi Chuli
(Peak 29,7,871 m) and form the
true right bank of the Pungen
Glacier which flows down from
Manaslu to the Buri Gandaki.
Atenmemberexpediion made

peak lly and bureau-
craically (it was closed to
foreigners for many years) has led
toanumber of unauthorised
ascents since. In 1990, nine
Nepalis reached the lower West
Ridge from the South, climbed
over the West Summit, descended
intoa high snow basin on the
south side of the peak and finished
up on the East Ridge to the Main
Summit. Severallines have now been
climbed on the casily accessible
fluted North Face.

Mick Fovderand Pl Ramsen

planned to

the second ascent of th

enigmatic Himlung (7,126 m),

which lies on the Tibetan borderin
the Peri Himal northwest of
Manaslu. In 1992, Japanese dlimber
Yukio Niwa discovered that the
coordinates assgned by the govern-
ment t0apeal

Butressof the unlimbed Peak 43
(6,769 m), which iesabove Hinku
Valleysouth of Kangiega (6,779 m).
Thebuttressisawell-known objective
andvisibleto many partiesapproaching
thepopulr vmpmkvmhc

Lukla. Peak 43

slightly north of Himlung, climbed
in 1983 bya Japanese-Nepali team.
So, Niwaattempted the more
norcherly peakvia the West Ridge.
The southerly, more difficule
mountain is nowcalled Nemjung
and standsat 7,140 m. There have
been recentattempts to climb
Himlung butno pany s
ful untillasespring, when cight
French, a Nepaliand a Swede
reached the top via the West Ridge.
German Jiirgen Schitzand
two friends attempted to climb
the beautiful 6,387 m
Gangehenpo in Langrang valley
from the west. Itis not clear

bt nverbeenon el of permitied
peaks,bus the Britsh duo gained
authorisation by obaininga permit for
Kangrege's South Ridge Integral from
Tangnagin the Hinku Valley. At Base
Camp, however, they discovered the
presence ofaveryactive iccfllbarring
access o the buttressand were unable
tofindasafe oute o the sartof the
dlimb, ¢

(High Mountain Sports,

February 2002. High magazine is
available in bookstores and
department stores in Kathmandu.
To subscribe, email
highmag@cix.co.uk)
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PACKAGE

Laze around in the lush graen gardans
or go for & stimulating walk in the
surraunding hills, Work oul at the Fitass
Centre or play an energetic game of
tennis. Enjoy a rejuvenating sauna and
a soothing massage

The Gadavari Weekend Package is your
idual holiday package. Guast can avail
the Package any day of the week

Package Includes:

- Room, Breskfas!
& Dinner

~ Fruils, Flowers &
Cookies in the

- Complimentary
use of Swimming
Poal

- All taxes

560675
armaice,

Flaas,
st tre

odavari

Village Resort
Kathmandue Nepal

F.0.Box: 12446, llhl‘hh (Taukhel), Gedavadi, Lalitpur, Nepal. Tel. 560675, 560775,
Faz: 977.1-66077, E-m m.np - Website: om.

Are the climbers commg"

RAMYATA LIMBU
fofficialsat the uekking and
I mountaineeringsection of the
Ministry of Culture, Tourism
and Civil Aviation were hoping to
tecover losses in mountaineering
fevenue this spring, the picture
doesn’tappear too favourable. So
far, less than a dozen teams have
applied for permission to climb
various mountains, mostly
situated in the castern region.
"The teams include an American
and Indian expedition that have
applied for permis to Everest.
“But no one has paid the fees yet.
Going by past trends, we should
have received more than two
dozen applications by now,” says
Ganesh Raj Khatri, undersecre-
tary at the Ministry's mountain-
cering and trekking section.
Khatri is hoping that the last two
weeks of February, which he
considers a crucial period, will sce
anincrease in applications for the
springseason that begins in March.
Despite expeditions bound for
Makalu, Everest, Lhotse,
“Thamserku, and Ama Dablam this
spring, expedition organisersexpect

50 percent decline in the number  The number fell short of the
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of expeditions to Nepal.“Since
many of the teams limbing from
“Tibetusually pass through Nepal,
we're expectinga ten percent
decline there, too.”

Still, Khatri, and the climbing
business as a whole, rall
hoping the current situation
Won't deter too many mountain-
cers. “Normally,the climbing
community is more adventurous,
they take more isks. We're
hoping they are less spooked by
current events and the law and
order situation,” says Khatti.
“They're probably watching and
waiting, t00. And no onc’s
cancelled, yet.”

The trouble i, the post-

average 60-65 expeditions that
climb in the Nepal Himalaya
every fall—in autumn 2000,
there were more than 64
teams here.

“The government has made
quite an cfforc to cash in on
2002, which opens the Destina-
tion Nepal Campaign, and isthe
startof the 50%anniversary
celebration of the first ascent of
Everest, aswell s the Interna-
tional Year of the Mountain. It
hasopened 103 new peaks,
including 20in the farwest, for
whichicis offeringa 100 percent
waiver on royalty from March
2002-2005. The governmenthas
alsowaived 75 percentof the

formulated a one-window policy,
under the Ministry of Tourism,
under which climbers don't have
o pay separate fees for entering
patks, filming, and trekking. Also,
expeditions below 6,500 m ate no
longer required to be accompa-
nied by liaison officrs.

“The climbing regulations
have been reviewed, and amend-
ments meetingalmost ninety
percent of the demands of the
international climbing commu-
nity have been finalised and are
avaiting approval from cabinet,”
says Khatri.

Expedition operators remain
sceptical of government cfforts.
They say they will believe the
government once the regulations
are implemented. “So far, we
haven'tscen anything happening in
pracice. Il no flexble”a

‘monsoon 2001 season was not royalty on 40 other peaks

too great cither, with only 48 around the country for the
teams attempting various peaks,  same duration.

and no expeditions to Everest. Th hasalso

TewaWalk-a-thon

major woldus.
‘And even ifthey are imple-
mented, the changes aren't
enough, somesay. Thenew
cnough,”saysa

Tewa is a non-governmental phil ic social

established in 1996. It aims to increase the self-reliance of Nepalis
by reducing dependency on foreign donors by inculcating the
habit in Nepali men and women to donate regularly for sustainable
and equitable development of the country with special focus on
women.

In the last 6

+  Tewa has mobilized local resources from over 1,300 Nepali
donors;

+  Established an endowment fund for its operational costs;

+  Given over 120 grants to women's groups in 49 districts of
Nepal and

+  Trained and mobilized over 200 volunteers.

Tewa is organizing the third walk-a-thon on 8 March 2002 to
coincide with the International Women's Day with the theme
“Women in Peace” . Walk-a-thon consists of 10 km walk through
thecity of Patan.

We invite all the interested people to help us make this event a

success by:
Walking with us by donating or raising required amount

+ Connecting us with donors and sponsors who can support
this cause

+ Sponsoring Tewa volunteers to walk by donating or raising
reqired amount

The entire amount of the funds raised from this event will be given
as grants to needy and deserving rural women's groups who are
making an effort to empower themselves.
PLEASE COME AND JOINUSIN THISEVENT!
FORFURTHER DETAILSPLEASE CONTACT

Tewa
Chakupat, L alitpur
Phone 524647/ 544659

Kathmandu-based expedicion
operator. “In normal times, it
would bea realincentive for
climbers. Butif teamsaren't
comingto climb the major peaks
now, how can we expect them to
climb the newones given the
curtent situation. T}

There’s very little different in the new Afghan army.

©000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

by S FREDERICK STARR AND MARIN STRMECKI

Soon, Afghan nationalists—nelyall
Afghans—willdiscover che politcal
backgrounds of membersof General
Fahinsinner ircle.

Eventh id

Dealing with Big Brother

WASHINGTON - As China prepared to greet President George W
Bush during his state visit to Beijing this week, the country’s
government and intellectual elite are deeply split about how to deal
wwth lhe world" s nn\y superpower and handle relations with the

of onesidednessand biasin the new
army'shigh command could be
neutralised ifthe new generals brought
totheirwork profesionalism and
commitment o the parrioticvalucsofa
ruly national armed forces. Butonly
ten have backgroundsas professional
ity officess andan deventh

gl ity, experts on China-US relations say. “A rising China
will be a somewhat uncertain and perplexed China,” said Shi
Yinhong, a professor of international relations at Renmin University
who has written extensively on the internal debates about China's
role in the world. “Consistent and clear national

strategies are still missing” from the:

national leadership. China's foreign

policy, Shi added, is “inconsistent

served asa pilot. Twenty-four come
from civilian lfe—the professions,
Communist Party offices, o in one
case,acareerasamullah.

In day-to-day terms  these
swtistcs mean that when the com-
mandersof theinternational peacckeep-
ingforces in Afghanistan,as wellas
American miliary and diplomatic
officals,meet Afghanistan’s Deputy
Miniser of Defence, they vl
encounter Abdul Rashid Dostum, a
ororoslybrualand coruprvarord

and and usually
reflects the “vicissitudes of
immediate world events” rather than
a long-range view of the world. The
degree to which political elites differ
about foreign policy is “unprec-
edented since the 1949
revolution” that brought the
Chinese Communist Party to
power, he said.

Shi explained that on the
matter of the US, China's AR e G R
leadership is divided into two N G :
groups. The first, which
represents a majority, doubts that long-term accommodation with the
US is possible because it believes the United States ‘won't tolerate
China as a world power, even in Asia.” “It is highly suspicious of US
military strategy in East Asia and its alliance relationships, particu-
larly with Japan,” said Shi. A second small but highly influential group
hopes to reach an accommodation with Washington by 2010 and
believes that, in the long run, US forces in Asia provide stability and
are important in dealing with the dangers from countries holding
weapons of mass destruction and supporting terrorism, he said. The
contrasting voices of the Chinese political leadership were on open
display last week. On Monday, Li Peng, China's second most
powerful leader, condemned what he called foreign interference in
China amund human rights, a reference to the constant complaints.

hemurderof Afghanistan’s d deupal Rabbani. This party who keepsin touch
mes(cmfAvmnon byamob. cnurclyofl.nks “The Pashtuns ruled Kabul bncﬂym thcnnd l‘)‘)Os with old Red Army friends still
d by members Tajikas reating the bloodsh servingin Moscow. It means the Chief
of Alhanistan'sown nctim Spanish s from En&u\hmdmllhom ammﬂm\fghmmlmmhe of the Afghan Armed Forces, aswellas
i fghan of P ...,‘mun of mili comingof the Taleban. Almost the Chief of Operations and the Chief
Iy fisured. The FTaji, a best. equallingthe number of famiat of Arny velgencerealso commu-
ﬂrs(mfomu[aAfghamsranmnny Th hical profileofthe | membersin the army hierarchy ar ists, men vt
new militar i mmunists. Sixteen dwhoare di d by
“The Defence Ministerin Hamid ‘Thirty-ficofthe | aligned with this parey, whose ploysin | most Afghans.
Karzai dministration h: nior hail onesmall rhclalc 197051cd(o{hc 1978-79 Isdxeprmuo:m](abu]ofw
dthetop then areanorth of Kabul consisting of anda- ly toinstil
ammy.The Minster,Gn Mokammed | Pawan proince(vhere he Bagram hz]fmxllmnAfghzn lives. Mose confdencein the three quarcsof
Fahim, isa Northern Alliance Tajik i d) and the neart i y i Afghanisan's s
from Pansirdisicin heNorth. | Pansirvaley, ong the Nord jehthe same degrec ofsympath outof dorbring
Asagroup, hi d CrechsorP theNazis. | war- mmA@nmsmnmgaheﬂOns
direct challenge to Karzai's goal of fmmz7ofAfg,hammnsz9pwvum True, Afghans, as others, joined his ist, the harvest of a “winner-take-
i bircounay's | the CommunisePary forvarious Al approsch ogovermancebound,ar
Afghanistan isa multi-ethnic new military elite. reasons, and. me point, y
nation, the largest group being Pehaps o narov-bescdagroup | idelogues Butin thecaseof Gnerl muom]baddashbyzhoscwl\osc
Pashtuns, with hs of the total. Id chei hat i Fd}nmtgﬂnﬂﬂs,
Hazarasand Tajik b b losed cliqueifthey aty workes, and trampled? # (Projec Syadicare)
fifth each of th I 0f38 dabroad cr vsecnonof arty after the
drogeneral’srankby | the country's dozen or Red Armysinvasion. Thesesix, plus | (S Frederick Starr is chairman,
Fahim, 37 are Tajiks, (hcmhcrbemg parties. But thisis not so. Eighteen three more communists who servedas | Central Asia-Caucasus Institute,
Utbekc Ifanyofthecounys 1510 | come fmm oneputy, h amiat officersin the Afghanarmy, collsbo- | _johns Hopkins University.
17 million Past Istami db d actively during the decade-long MannsumeckstVcePlestdem
soldiers, they will serve undera m\J.Iah.\ndfonncrd-mlogypmfc&wr Smith Ri

from about Beijing’s human rights record. A few days
later, Zeng Peiyan, director of China's State Development Planning
Commission and the country’s top economic planner, told official
news agency Xinhua that “non-economic factors”, a euphemism for
human rights, “won't interfere with the deep economic ties between
China and the United States.”

The more moderate group appears to be ascendant. Since 9/11,
China has been cooperating closely with the United States in its war
against terrorism. For the first time since the collapse of the Soviet
Union, US and Chinese intelligence agencies have been sharing
information about al-Qaeda and radical Islamic groups in Asia. China
has also pledged $150 million for the reconstruction of post-war
Afghanistan and may provide troops to a UN peacekeeping force in

\fgh after US troops are withdrawn. Chinese leaders have
Iso held back criticism of the US military role in the Philippines and

by DANI RODRIK

Danacea

Japan’s cooperation with US forces around Afghanistan. All of this
is a far cry from the tensions a year ago over a US spy plane that
collided with a Chinese fighter jet near Hainan Island, or the near-

rupture in relations when US warplanes bombed the Chinese
embassy in Belgrade during NATO-led war against Serbia two years
ago. But it is also at variance with Chinese public opinion, which Shi
said is highly nationalistic and frequently anti-American. (Ps)

efitsigh the Word Bank globalsaton contis deep tradelibealsaion s hardly evera ctorin ostering higher growh —
surpt hat the countriesthat wenc aher down d expanded trade arl dtosee the World Bank catchingon tothis
fggowthandpovery eucion. Bl nehereor howewr, 2 \ Iy therissllaloof subrerfuge inthe World Bank 40,0004t BAR ... |
lingadmiss i i d Youwon'  ground the Bank hasgiven up unless you dig
rapidly w iy dlaradopmdrh:mmr,, depolic inand ookathonthe cidence s presnc. Evsnd\ere,‘hsrnsarmdu:ofrhc
hinkboutwhat his means. Forhe st the World Bnkacknow the World Bank has i

past. Forexample,achartin th ywsthat the World Bank's smpleof

grovthorimegrtioninto word markes. I

should follow Pakistan's cxample
and reduce royalty by 50 percent
onmajor peaks, includingon
Everest. That's the only way
climbers wil be tempted to come. ™

Still chere is some good
news. Contrary to past trends,
the number of expedicions
climbing in wincer increased
significandly, with seven teams
attempting various peaks. And
one team will be coming to climb
chis spring, despite the odds—
that of Tashi Tenzing, grandson
of Tenzing Norgay, and Peter
Hillary, son of Edmund. The
duo, who climbed Evercst together
in 1991, will be attempting the
‘mountain again this spring with
Yues Lambert, son of one of the
climbers of the 1952 Swiss
Everest expedition of which
Tenzing Norgay was a member.
They will be commemorating the
50th anniversary of the firsc
historic climb of Everest on 29
May, 1953. ¢

admitting thatits
asertions about the benefits of globalisation do
norcary directimplicaions for howe trade policy
should be conducted in developing countric.
“The Bankis beginning toface up toa relity
obviousoanyonewholooksat theempirical
record with an open mind. Rapid integration into
elobal marketsisa consequence not of tra
liberalsaion or adherence to WTO strictures per
s, burof successful growth statcgics with ofeen
highly idiosyncraric characreisic.

Consider Chinaand India, the growth
miracles ofthe st wenty years,and leading,
cxemplarsof whatthe World Bank calls
“globalisrs.”In both, the main tradercforms
ook plceabouta decadeafierthe onset of higher
‘growth. Moreover, trade restrictions in China
and India emainamongth highes i the world.In China'scas, high growh

The World Bank is starting to
understand globalisation may not spur
growth, but finds it hard to say so.

“moreglobalised” countries had decper ariff
cursthan the less goblised” countries, The
unstated implicaton—but one the reader s
cxpacredmdm%}s thatarifcurs werean
important determinantof global intcgration and
hencegrowth. Of cours,if there were direct
cvidence that theseriffcuts were corrcated with
growth (thercisn'o), you can be certin that the
World Bank would have presented those results
instead. In fact,only a fewlines further dovin,
the eport denieschat the question s cven
relevant, “Whether thereisa casual connection
from opening up trade to fastr growh s not the
issue” declaresthe report. Onewonderswhy
then the World Bankinvested so much
intcllectual capital on establishing the linkage
berwcen the v f has ot imporant s

oo o Where the tales
are as tall as the mountains

Surculent steaks and burgers

fromaninsi nthausbangfur:tdwbukmckﬁomapmmnn&mrhm

started in the late 1970s with th

horities did not embark

ble. We should just be happy that

system i agriculture and of wo-tcr pricing, China's
onimporc iberalisation in camestuntil much lacer, during ofth

“of realism is mummg tothe World Bank'sdiscusson of
slobalisation. The botte

1980sand the 1990s.

Asfor India, its trend growth ratcincreased substantialyin the arly 1980s
byabout 3 percent. Meanwhile,serious trade reform did not starcuntil 1991-
93.G i both count T and

pidyand

economy.W' i he poli l drawn from this

observation. Previously,the
o e sevirneds kvl

dministratiy i duu de liberali: Rmu hrh
Indiaand Chinadid i d ally, th b id
lobalers byt World Bank's crieron. Bucs rl\cxrexpcncnoemnls—along
‘many such as South Korea, Taiwan, and Viet-

y . Nowitis no longer so sure.
Neither should we be. # (Project Syndicare)

Dani Rodik is professor of political economy at the John F
Kennedy School of Govemment at Harvard University.
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Stop the carnage and talk

Editorial, Rajdhani, 18 February

The violence and counter-violence underway
in this country for the past seven years took
adevastating and unimaginable turn Sunday
morning at Mangalsen and Sanfebagar, the
headquarters of Accham district. This
country, which has still not been able to free
itself from the compulsions of history, may
have nothing but tears, ashes and perpetual
repentance left for itself if we don't take
corrective actions soon.

Itdoesn't need to be said that the Maoist
violence reached the height of barbarism in
Accham, but even the adjectives simply cannot describe the turn the situation in the nation has taken. The
actions of the Maoists, who have been declared terrorists, have given us further insight into their violent
and destructive mindset. At the same time, it also reveals the government's inability and defunct machin-
ery. This heart-wrenching incident has also shown how the lack of political vision and stubborn partisan
interests of parties have taken this beautiful but ill-fated country closer to total ruin.

The Accham massacre is a repeat of legendary self-destruction of the Yadavs. This Himalayan nation
that has been desperately searching for a bridge of faith, is becoming surrounded by ever-rising walls of
corpses of her children, and is being crushed under their weight. The Maoists ideology probably rates the
carnage in Accham as “exemplary bravery and victory”, but they will never be able to get to their goal of
communism by stepping on steps made of bodies of the innocent security forces they have killed.

The Maoists have painted not just Accham with the blood of more than 125 innocent people (this
figure, however, does not include the Maoists, even though they are also Nepalis), but also our history.
And no amount of regret can make up for it. No philosophy, ideology or administrative logic can justify or
absolve the Maoists' unforgivable crime. However, it is not possible to get to the roots of our self-destruc-
tion by simply cursing the Maoists. The blood of the security forces who attained martyrdom in Accham
will also continue to curse our government and the political parties. Our security forces at the front fought
valiantly until they shed their last drop of blood, but our political parties have always failed to overcome
their selfishness, indifference and cowardice.

Those who have handed over the problem to the security forces instead of taking democracy to the
grassroots along with broad social and economic programs to try and resolve the crisis must now ask
themselves one question. How much is each one of them responsible for the blood that has been shed in
this country in the past seven years? The battle was raging in Accham until Sunday moming. But the
prime minister, ministers and leaders of different political parties could be seen going around attending
formal meetings in Kathmandu, as if there was no place called Accham on the map of Nepal, or that we
had no relation to those who fell. It might not be out of place to say that such ingratitude and irresponsibil-
ity only reflected our shamelessness.

What we cannot forget now that is that more dangerous than Accham’s extensive material and human
losses is the message from the incident. We did not get the message from Dunai, Ghorahi or Salleri. The
Maoists are anarchists, destructive, and motivated by violence, there is no doubt about that. But we must
not forget that it is some of our nation's failures and weaknesses that have fuelled the destruction and
violence. The country should have been progressing peacefully, instead it is being overcome by fear and
repugnance. And Nepal's smouldering society is being pushed into the pits of cruelty, barbarism, suffer-
ing—and unthinkable consequences.

The security forces' effective and concerted efforts may be one way to save the nation from disinte-
gration and total destruction, but it cannot bring about the ultimate solution. For that we would need to Iake
the road of talks, talks and talks. After all, democracy is a system that relies on perati
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Ediorial, Nepal Samachapatr,

18 Ecbruary
i
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.. The Maoistsdon't have the people’s
support. Instead they are ighting their
waron the basis ofcheir mltary
strengh, The peoplewill bethe final

winnsrs, no ﬁ!r(s can win over them.

beena filure ofnteligence (because
icwas unable toaccount for the arge
number of Maoists who had amassed
therc) and therealso seems to have
been lack of coordination berwicen the
diffrentsccurityagencies. The prime
ministcr has to immediatcy give the
peopledetilsof theincidentand
cnsure that they can fecl safe. T
country has to knowjust hows

outon rhesldeofrhcprssen(
government,

andorder. Itis Nepalsbad uck that
its politcal ladershipystill ks the

chqnmlv
Conclude,cheya are ot Thissone of
the major

implement them. Th Ik

—

. fifh-grade

the Talban,on the o o wing

push theiragenda. And none. s
than the government,che uling parcy
and other pariamentary forces have
given the people reason totake their
prescncposiion. .

... The country s currendy going
throughaseriousand very difficule
situation. Thisis not the time for any
one concerned abou the Nepalipeople
and aboutdemocracy torllybehind
individual, group or party intercss.
Anything can happen herctoday if the
situation is not managed properly. The
Maoistsare not as weak as the
parliamentary forces might hink chey

ssare not going
tostay silenceicher, Nationalism has
also begun tofilter. And.all around us
aredark clouds of uncertinty, and
problems. s becween the g,

A
Accham | .

Balami and sixth- gmduAkhlun
Shrestha to defy the tradition that
I

dreds of underage

ambitions. If Deuba d have th

hild

clrty of isonand the courage o fice:

year. The arentsofthe twochidren

thecriss,
ministeris unjustificd. The prime
minister necds o givethe nation
answersight now.

Extend the
emergency

Editorial, H:maL«va l imes,

18 February
T fRema Tz

... Peoplecaninterpret the sate of

emergency as it suits then, but what is

dlear hereis that it isa constitutional

compulson. eisalso e thtche

hadarranged ©
ke placcon Saraswot Pujaday, in
keepingwith the Balami's radition in
Okharpauwa VDC. The two children
submitted avwriten appeal tothe
VDCofficein Okharpauwa, aswellas
thelocal Janjagrci Yuva Club asking
thattheir marriage be stopped. And,
under the stewardship of the VDC
office, the marriageof Sabiriand
Akhabari has been postponed forat
leastiveyears.

Kanchhi Balarm, Akhabaris
mother, thrcatened to commit suicide
ifshe was notallowed to marry her
sonoffon theauspicious day. Kanchhi

purtisightnon wouldbedeimen-

mergency
mabilsaionafihearmy. Siniry

wl\:nhcr:quﬂ]lyd:(cmnnadson

. i Jlective szengh that
0 tacklethestation, and i demo- rhumﬂgmtym-mwdrnd-~m suicide. I""““ "““‘““*“d
aricforces dfon,

itmay notakelong for the sitation to
getoutofhands,

Act or.resign. .. ..

Editorial, Kantipur, 18 February
.

T icts have taken thei

inthe country: o, ifwe want peace

convince: rhe would be child bnde s

and securiy,th ©
suspectordoubr the purposcof
havingan cmergency in force. Itis
impossbletoendasi-orsven-
year-old bl h

of the marriage. Other child brides
and grooms followed suit,and barring
o, allchild mariagsin Kagaigaun

Saraswoti Pujawere

months, All poltcal parcies that
beliore i th oot

posponcd,

have de d the Maoist insur-

P
toanew level. U d women,
men and children as human shields,

gencyand daboutits
impact.Since weallagree that his
a

100 soldiers, policemen and govern-
mentemployes. Theriverofbood
shedin

problem dwhycn
We notagree on thesteps that must be
TR 1

ld Aitaram Balami
and 15-year old Radhika Balami are
oneofthewo underage coupleswhose
mariagewentaheadaspertheir

15 wish, “Aitaramand Radhika
arcasedocro e gl geof

debate and peaceful means to open the doors of social change. Our parliamentary and polmca\ repre-
sentatives must rise above their habit of only listening and understanding what they want to, and, if it
comes to that, even agree to a referendum on the constituent assembly to save the nation and find a

peaceful end to Maoist violence.

The Maoists, if they truly believe in the people, should be ready to lay down their arms and give the
people the power to decide what political system they want; they cannot be allowed to devise a political
system based on the number of bodies that have fallen. We must stop the unnecessary killing and
safeguard the nation for our future generations. No system is an end in itself, it is only a means to an end.
And no system can be sustained unless the country and people are safe. Forgetting the country and the
ccommon people and only harping on about the purity of the system is like selling one's eyes and buying
glasses to replace them.

JOTE OF THE WEEK

“How did the nation get into this situtation? Whar are th, behind i T dent thar we will

analyse his withoutany prejudice, and all Nepalis will unite to find a solution.”

—King Gyanendra in his message o the nation on the 515t Democracy Day, 19 February
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“P'm giving the 41-horsepower man a hard ime.”

16 HATIRTA  Nepal Samacharpatra, 17 February

and to

bythei Thisisavically

the Mams\&
successul step n theirviolent

campaign. They have stopped beinga
poifical forceand haveaken ocime,

crating, public presure o liminate
hild illage from

The
emergency must b directed aginst
the Maoistsand it must noraffece the
dailylivesof ther people, or

nextycar,” says Balaram Shrestha,
president of the Janajagrit Yuba Club
thatis leading theanti-child marriage:

ut fedopmencworkinthecounty. Campatgnm](zga[p\ln
chan d irviol Balamis of
ther jolence and ants peace.
udldmn errorists, which indicates its \xhdmux peaceno pﬂhnu.lor Okh-\qmuW-\VDLnngmtdfrom
he gath Bhakiapur, and parents in this
political o bargain” " dchatiswhyall ik Sionllyarang
d i k Ir | theirchildren’s i birct
det hether or not the emer- by daboutthe dition also d ds that the
‘gency—imposed because the army need for d 50, by extension, b douton Saraswoti

wanted it—should be extended, even
as Girija Prasad Koiralaand his cronies

itis wrong o bein two mindsabout
ratifyingan extension of theemer-

Puja day, assoon aspossibleafier the
girl crossesseven.

BOOK REVIEW

A former Indian water resources secretary reviews

Economic and Political Weekly. He

Dipak Gyawali’s recent Water in Nepalin the

by RAMASWAMY R IYER
[} [}

and planning [ cannotdojustice to
thisambitious undertaking througha
summarising of the contens | can
only camestly urge the eader: read i
T share Gyawali's suspicions of
gigandisms his doubtsabout the
exisingbureaucrat-politcian-
consultant-contractor nexuses (not
always or necessarily pointers o
corruption, butindicative of similari-
waysof thinkingand conver-
terese) his criicisms of
the present enginccring-driven uni-
disciplinarity ofapproach to watcr-
planning (orat bescattempts at muli-
disciplinarity with no eal negraion)
and hisplea for incer-disciplinariys
his profound distust of donor-driven
“devclopment’, particulaly vald in
countriessuch as Nepalor Bangladesh
butnot unimportant cven in Indias
and his preference forsmaller, people-
centred, co-operative, community-
managed answers o feltlocal neds,
‘There are two views in Nepal
regarding thar country's endowment of
water resources. The prevailing,
“Esublishment’, dominancvicwisthac
water to Nepal i likeoil o the Gulf
potentialsourceofimmenserwealth
through thesale (largely to India) of

chagrin that a book “of this degree ofr intellectual
distinction has emerged from Nepal, not India”.

power, Theauthordebunks this
drea firly ffctivelyand shows what
formidablecfort of iverse kindsare
imvolved in comverting thenatual

cesessessesssssessssee ceceeee
endovmentinoa‘ s’
TL- book of considerable despie th erer o
impc itha relevance yptions; and h ually, not lines Gy li dgrady u‘ y
beyond Nepal o therwhol displa from based pro d
the region. Dx blems, butthe Il
d dihere,ic  sheer i dand people-d
scemed beginvith dered theaband fihe pro]eclei)r(hecounmsm(erm]
thatlear posi My inescapable necds. Itcannorbe sid hath s
" he book ded That idered had great success in
ofseveralclements: sided starement;even todaythereare  numbers of peoplein Nepal o ccept

Famillrity ({ have known the

peoplein Nepal who regard that

authorfor manyy
hi dine

hisway of thinking, though his

& d Alllansayisthacl  Thedebateissillon.
he book at many d find Gyawalip chisissue, Finl s e 0 ciffence
nferences, and havealso ead some o particularly when he shows that gvin dmyselfon the
his writings carlier); upl\run 3mA it possible to proceed mblecmf;hs Mahakthla(y Hehas
I ith muuch of erand chesper many critcisms o offer both on the
ehat the author says (though v d bilites o the energy front. leadingto th d
havesome diffrence)s The picce “Water Conflictin ratificaion of the Treatyand onts
Cliagin raioalisicand Southern Riparan Lands"isapath- ~ contens, [ mysclfhave disacificions
unworthy, Iebrings with the Treatys it could have been
dhis degrec of intellecrual d ogsther betterin manyvays. Noram I
hascmerged from N fi lyand the Pancheswar
Regretcharwha fifferntlevels, wih c Project. Howerer, whatcver urviews
scemed newand challenginginthe  interaction between them, Thefirstisa  about ,wearcconcemed
eightiswhen mstof these saysere chsiclsparian”confl: Biar hereviha Treayformlly nred
o b 1 reas- ies, and it seem:
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! bletomobilscall | meetings, Nowitis y B t.and o socieryandih thelater’s ke theview thacany accord,
security ithas been unable to lid 1 Tt must b “..Th d h letus first Ider d dichotomis ill-conceived flood: h it is better than
contol crrorism. isevidencdhat clarified wh blish peace,then we can take on the Jie, thisisa hrough Fembank-  discordscharthe lureofthe Trary
beoweenthe | the politial dsocil development task. Ifweare towait for collection of largelyin ~ ments and t 1l be Fraugh

security agencies and because the \pheresandwﬁararenor Ifnecessary, | development to begin after peace, it the 80s. Th .‘qummms dnduvfm-m caused to the people, including the quences for the relationship b
politcalleadership is weak, it ussions, long Peacean aninegrat The dohaveh pmu‘md the two countics.
thatthe country could be headin d eachside needs to be clear on devel answer:“Notentircly”. Undoubredly blishment, while Lec d
towardsacivilwar, and may evenbe whatitbelevesare thepossbilisor | 1fdevelopmentisnegleced,hac dby sty h er he State’sripar bute o the depth of theauthor's
thesubject ofi onhcmc ld hose who andmancﬂem by “cultural ¢ his, sh inability to appreciate d the qualiy of his
die Iisadifferenc matter tha Koirla ke | violence. doimplementa . ddificlyislam he people’srightsand And  thinking. Thisisa book that needs o
andk Jasolution. Thusthenced | major program o build the nation ble o share theauthor'senhusi- ~ th dind ) be read very widely in India.
nity to gral Prime Mi toratify th yandgeton Doing that needs changes within— asm for CT fully. Itis valuableand h
Dmlumnw«hdlmgm and with other reforms. The general ‘within political parties and within powerful, butlike all ideologes it ible further b
ignoring hem in the belefchac fedingroday isthat thereshouldbe | thirladerships. imposesa d the State’s pussuit o s riparian rights
holdingon on i the most asolid Thebartl Id shinkslongpredecermined groovs,  through big projcts. Thepaperis Thlsrev!:\vlsexccmudﬁmmhe
important thing would be wrong. nclusion in pari beprolonged and ) Butthe bookis characterised bya noable o and  Bombay-b:

Democracy isa political system wait for that to be over to tackle other spiric of enquiry, adetermined d 1l }blmmlWaﬂdy,Z—SFebmaryM)
hacdependson hepeoplesuusiand | Yoyng and single | probdlems noranvehavean : i Th “Wa (erml\epel"
supportto function. And allowingthe | - "9 O ET D EOVE | emergency foraslonga period. The thinking,andadisinciionofvwriing, Isanimpksswewmpcndl\lm
people to feelsccureis the govern- Spacctié, 18 February bestway to address the problemsis to with, from time to time, a coveinggeography, hycrology, Waterin Nepal
ment’s it esponsibily: Dopeople iy 8 | do thingswewould doinanormal (occasionallya weakness)forastriking  engincering, economics history Dipak Gyawali, Himal
felhisvay aferv The age-old aditon ofchld democracy, which would also help wmofphrase. (nchuding“culur’) sociology, Books Kathmandu,
Accham? Although he Bal hen thed The TheA leshows liics, institutional Nepal, 2001, pp.siv +
reach conclusions without full Ka{@upun‘N\Makm metwithsome /sd I tublous chok feand fa daspects, and they 280, Rs 550

information, itis clear that there has

siffopposition this year. It tookall

bestrengthened democratically.”

persised in on specious grounds

bearon water use, management, policy

Back at Sundatijal >5
“A cold bath is ph“\’rlslcally and

morally uplifting

orally,

because the operatlon involves a
courageous decision and action.”

BP Koirala, incarcerated for the second time at
Sundarijal Jail, completes his first week behind
bars. In this instalment, he is getting used to
the little things that loom large in a detainee’s
life: bodily functions, washing, a bleeding
nose, a cold bath, a sore throat, and an
obsessive need to stave off boredom. He
worries about his family and how they will get
by. Every fortnight, Nepali Times hnngs this
unpublished di
written in English that covers the
period immediately following his
return to Nepal in 1977. The
diary is on microfilm at Madan
Puraskar Library, and was
¥ made available by senior
advocate Ganesh Raj Sharma.

7th January, 1977
Daily duties as usual. |
pass deeply coloured
urine. The quantity is
normal but the
colourisation is unusu-
ally deep yellow. Perhaps
when patient is in deep
anxiety or high tension
the bodily secretion
becomes abnormally
coloured. The stains in
the area around the
armpits in my kurta are
also of high colour. It is a
textbook symptom of
anxiety. My bowels are
not moving properly, and
| don't have clear mo-
tions. There is a trace of
dysentery. Again the text
book symptom of chronic
colitis.

Today towards the
afternoon | had bleeding
from the right nostril. It is
not regular bleeding, but
when | blew traces of
blood were found in my
kerchief. Nothing serious
because it may have
been caused by exces-
sive dryness which is
also affecting the right
side of my throat. But why
only right nostril and right
side of the throat is
affected by dry weather?
A fleeting anxiety about
my throat.

At the afternoon tea,
we discussed—GM and
|—about my family's
financial position. | told
him that my constant
worry in prison will be
how they would meet the
daily expenses and the
financial responsibility of
educating children. |
couldn't in haste tell
Sushila to sell property
and ornaments to meet
the expenses of chil-
dren's education. After
all, Sushila and myself
can't expect to live
beyond 10 years. Munu’s
[Shashank Koirala] and
Chetna’s education will
last five years,

Maneesha's [Manisha
Koirala] responsibility as
well as Prakash's so far as
we are concerned, should
not be carried beyond three
more years. Sriharsha
should be provided with
some money so that he
could be mentally at ease
when he would now be
seeking an opening. All in
all, we would need Rs
200,000. Our Biratnagar
property—my share—to
fetch more than this amount.
If only Sushila or Prakash or
Sriharsha were practical,
there should be no financial
difficulties for them.

| bathed today. It was a
very short bath, but it was a
bath all right. | put my head
and then my entire body
under the running tap.
Painfully cold water. | had
taken a regular bath with
soap and lot of water on 25
December in Patna:
days ago. In Sundarijal,
only rubbed my body with a
wet towel. Today the cold
water bath was a very
refreshing experience—
physically and it was
morally uplifting also.
Morally, because the opera-
tion involves a courageous
decision and action.

£
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Koshi Tappu Wildlife Camp
24 Bedded Sa

Winter Offer

An opportunity to discover Koshi Tappu Wildlife Camp during this
winter. An excellent alternative to Chitwan and Bardia for nature
and wildlife lovers. Unigue possibility to experience and view
almost 400 species of birdlife and some of the most rare and
endangered wild games on the most peaceful and relaxing setting

Give yourself and your family a stimulating & meaningful break
away and far from the maddening crowd of Kathmandu into the

Your visit will help to protect the habitat of all kinds of flora &
fauna, as the camp is deeply involved
together with local villagers, The lacal childsen can learn mare
from you about the importance of nature in their life, please do
wisit the schoals which are supported by the Camp and share
knowledge with the teachers and children,

2 deluxe safari Lents with rustic bul modern

amenities including hot and cold shower, fully stocked bar and
restaurant that serves both Nepali and Continental culsine escorted
by trained Maturakist will ensure your visit will be memorable one!

Special offer to introduce you Koshi Tappu Wildiife Reserve'.

F.?FJF'HL? f'i:?ﬁf Put. Ltd. .

Kamaladi, Kathmandu
Voice: 223458/ 246042, Fax- 240992
E-madl: sales(i promotenepal.com

n Tented Camp

in conservation & preseniation
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ABOUT TOWN

EXHIBITION

% Antique Yao Textiles Exhibition and sale of Yao textiles from Vietnam, Laos and Thailand.
24 February, 2PM, Indigo Gallery.

% Spring collection 2002 Watercolour paintings of flowers and botanical art by Neera
J.Pradhan. Until 25 February, Park Gallery, Pulchowk, 10AM-6PM, except Saturdays. 522307

EVENTS

% High-altitude first aid and rescue Week-long workshop starting 25 February with practical
and theoretical training by Jacques Beaume of the French Federation for First Aid and Rescue
in Hautes Alpes. Free and open to all. The Alliance Francaise, Thapathali. 241163

% Nepali classical dance and folk music at Hotel Vajra. Dances of Hindu and Buddhist gods
Tuesdays and Fridays, 7Pm onwards, the Great Pagoda Hall. Ticket and tea Rs 400. Nepali
folk tunes Wednesdays and Saturdays, 6.30PM onwards, hotel restaurant. Hotel Vajra. 271545

music
% Live music by Catch 22, Tuesday and Friday nights at the 40,000 ¥ ft Bar, Rum Doodle
Restaurant, Thamel. 414336

DRINK
% Herb vodka, your cocktail recipe at the Corner Bar, Radisson Hotel. 411818

FooD

% International Buffet Lunch Choice of main courses, salads,
dressings, soup, live cooking stations and desserts. The Garden
Terrace, Soaltee Crowne Plaza. 273999

% Pastry discount 25 percent off at the Radisson Pastry Shop
everyday 7.30PM-9PM

% Royal ceremonial cuisine Six-20 course dinner from $19 onwards,
four-course lunch at $13. Krishnarpan Restaurant, Dwarika's Hotel.
479488

% Saturday brunch Poolside brunch, unlimited draft beer, children's
activities and use of Club Oasis fitness centre. The Café, Hyatt Re-
gency Kathmandu. 491234

% Sandwiches Over the Rainbow American Diner has reopened.
Fifth Avenue sandwiches, full meals at backpacker prices. Opposite
Pilgrims Book House, Thamel. 42651

% Perfect Symphony Dark or white chocolate mousse with fresh coffee. The Piano Lounge,
Hotel Yak & Yeti. 248999

% Patan Museum Café Mixed menu, garden seating. Lunch only, 11AM—2PM. 25 percent off
with Summit Card. 526271

% Singaporean and Malaysian food Satay, rice, soymilk dishes, curry puffs and more. Be-
tween Jawalakhel fire station and St Mary's School. Sing Ma, the Food Court.
Foodcourt@wlink.com.np. 520004

% Lunch, tea and dinner European and American cuisine with fine wines. La'Soon Restau-
rant and Vinotheque, Pulchowk. 535290

% Authentic Thai food Everyday at Yin Yang Restaurant. 425510

% Tukche Thakali Kitchen Buckwheat, barley, bean, and dried meat specialties. Also brunch
with porridge and pancakes, all raw material from Tukche village. Darbar Marg. 225890

% Barbecue lunch with complimentary wine or beer for adults, soft drink for children. Satur-
days Sundays at the Godavari Village Resort, Rs 650 per head. 560675

GETAWAYS

% Muktinath Darshan Two nights/three days on B&B basis with Pokhara/Jomsom/Pokhara
flights and airport, resort transfers. Indian nationals Rs 6,999 per head, expats $250 per head.
Jomsom Mountain Resort, salesjom@mail.com.np or jmr@soi.wlink.com.np. 496110

% Taste the difference Cosy Nepali-style house on
an organic farm in Gamcha, south of Thimi. Up to Rs
1,200 per person per night including meals.
aaa@wlink.com.np.

% Escape to Nagarkot Special packages for Nepalis
and expats at The Tea House Inn. Singles Rs 800
B&B, couples Rs 1,200 B&B. 410432, 680048

% Heritage Package Two-night package with six-
course Nepali dinner, massage, breakfast, $155 per
couple, Dwarika's Hotel. 479488

% Pokhara Package with a difference Bows and
Arrows, Rs 6000 per couple, stay two nights, get third
night free. Includes breakfast, final dinner and one lunch. Registration fee for archery contest
Rs 500. Or Pimms, Pathways and Picnics, Rs 6000 per couple for two nights and three days
with easy guided trek to The Peace Pagoda with packed lunch, buffet breakfast all days. Extra
bed complimentary for children under 12. 15 percent discount on F & B. Shangri-La Village,
Pokhara. 435741

For inclusion in the listing send information (o editors@nepalitimes. com]

NEPALI WEATHER

by NGAMINDRA DAHAL

Another westerly wave advancing across north India will
make Kathmandu skies overcast by Friday and bring
drifting clouds over the weekend. Expect a dusting of
| snow at higher altitudes, and some drizzles, but nothing
major. This will bring down the maximum temperature in
the valley, and raise the minimum. There will be a brief
window of sunshine next week (raising the maximum to
25 degrees) until the next front, presently over Iran,
arrives. The prevailing haze over the Valley has its origins
in the Ganga plains and is brought in by

YAK YETI YAK by MIKU

BOOKWORM
Women, War and Peace in South Asia Rita Manchanda, ed
N b Y ’
el Sage Publications, New Delki, 2001

Rsd72

L'} “This volume challenges liy of men’ dh conflictin
South Asia from Kashmit to S Lanks, Bangladesh’s Chittagong Hill Tract to ribal
conflictsin Assam and Nagaland, and the Maoist insurgency in Nepal. Instead, it focuses on
women's experiences as representingalternative and non-violent ways of negotiating the
construction of conflictual identitis, and on women's notions that privilege the notion ofa
“just” peace.

Gender, Peace and Conflict Inger Skiclsbek and Dan Smith, cds
Sage Publications, London, 2001

Rs792
“This volume focuses on the tradicionally male d fwarandi I elation:
xploring the gender relationship and th the many lisonsand dichoronics thac I

d ddistorc e ssue. Th s incl ples from South America,

South Asia and Europe, including the former Yugoslavia and focus on such ssues as sexual
violence in war, the role of women in military groups and peacekeeping operations, and the
impactof a ‘critical mass’ ofwomen in politcal decision making

Sexuality, Obscenity, Community: Women, Muslims, and
the Hindu public in Colonial India Charu Gupta
Permancnt Black, Delhi, 2001

R; 720

howsl d Jievand Muslim det

- d notions of women hery were
h

uscd(opull[og:dmla oherent Hindu communityin
= clonial Norh India.She races th delberations f (argly il publcisson how o

3 ke Hinduwomen pur’, how o disanceHindusand Musls, and whatconsrutes

Hindu sacredness and purity as opposed to Islamic lustand perversion, and the moral and
sexual worries of Hindu middle-class reformers

Courtesy Mandala Book Point, Kantipath, 227711, mandala@ccsl.com.np

K-Too! Beer and Steakhouse not the
“longest”, “highest”, “first” or any other
superlative. Just a relaxed, easy-going
bar and restaurant with the coldest beer
and juiciest steaks this side of the
moon. By the Kathmandu Guest House.
433043

Semi-furnished spacious house in quiet M
residential area near UN complex suitable
for foreign family. Contact 521024.

Reflexology! The therapist applies alternat-
ing pressure to the feet. It reduces stress,
promotes relaxation and good health. Email
buddhasfeet@yahoo.com, 410735

HMB Mountain Biking Have your bike
serviced or repaired by HMB's Profes-
sional Mechanics at the HMB Work-
shop. Riding gear, accessories and
parts available. Second hand bikes
bought/sold/hired. New and recondi-
tioned mountain bikes for sale.
Himalayan Mountain Bikes—Tours and
Expeditions. 437437

Stupa View and Restaurant & Terrace at
Baudhanath Stupa. Well-appointed restau-
rant and terraces with views of stupa and
Himalayas. International vegetarian
specialties, pizza from clay oven, ice cream,
soft guitar tunes on Fridays, Saturdays,
Sundays from 5PM on. Special events on full
moon. Open daily 11AM-8.30PM. 480262. .

For insertions ring NT Marketing at 543333-36.

on FM 102.4

Mon-Fri 0615-0645 BBC World Today
Sat 0615-0645 BBC Science in Action
Sun 0615-0645 BBC Agenda

Daily 2045-2115 BBC Aurelt &av
Daily 2245-2300 BBC Auret &=t

winds which have also raised the minimum temperature.
KATHMANDU VALLEY

Fri Sat Sn Mon Tue
=) (=1 =2 L LY
2407 22-10 2307 2406 25-05

Radio Sagarmatha

P.O. Box 6958, Bakhundole, Lalitpur, Nepal

Tel: ++977-1-545680, 545681 Fax: ++ 977-1- 530227
E-mail: radio@radiosagarmatha.org
www.radiosagarmatha.org

RAM HUMAGAIN

RAM HUMAGAIN

g
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Rox regular

any Rox regular. Mostagrec on the
music. Others: nlk 1bour the

paciousn thestaff

conceprualised asophisticated bar thac
would ctertoan exclusive dientle in
therich and thericher.

dosstgiveyou Ammdev “Iesthe
safestand the most happening place,
andgetomecalmy Fiends—nd

Butaer two monthsof xclusion,
they realsed thatthouugh this stratcgy
maywork notherciies insmal,

much oftlive, Says Abhaya Subba
Weise, the vocalisevwich the Sky
Walkers,“Weare there o enterain
people, and the crowd isvaried. So
wedon'tretrctourseves toany
p.\m(ulurty])mfmum.

new peopl aficr du itjusedoesn't lariy cameata

vetkofhardwork saysYalambar  curic, That,and the fact thata pmrfnrr}\eRn‘( Aongitie

Khairgoli ay bi hones, fun

course it blerofindanyone  inthi younger people. realsoafew peoplewho couldn't
ucha diverstyof “Wehad longuithe  handichiracohaborsimply

peoplewould make the Rox their market rendand theoriginal couldn't

Friday cvening home, but most people:
wespokewith who spend time there
say hisis the thing it s casy to have
fun acthe Rox. You can berired and
juststop i fora quick drink and chat,
butchancesare, you'll be lacing up

changed, buc thercisstill theair of
sophisicaion,” suys Charu ChadHa
Rizal, publi atthe

dancingwithsomeoneelse bothof
whichledofisicua o vedsin

Hyat. They wereright. Soon, everyone

arow. Andso, the days of anything
goesartheRoxcameromend,asl

blond wood and granite décorand

as ﬂm beenabig

yourdancingst h,orar
Ieast tapping away in your chair either

atthe baroroncof the numerous cosy

invit
spreadingout,as for the rorally mixed
dlientcle. There camea imewhen

i, afeerall wearcan
interational brand nameand we
et magedown,” sy

Rizal. Ad

- N - or cchingthe freshairon the because thebar,the dih and Kathmandu finally had itsown
ALOK + too familiar And hen you noticea a . id resauran wereall packed ith people »mmoﬁhcwmmkcluhmw
i for the Oddycnough st quic Kingback asatthe dicrcion fthe
low, and you'relook htowards Baudhaand RoxB.\n.\vsmudm\u\m.lmbu ofthe Hyat
fcetogo Tharcotoomuch  righe Towherechebucthe Rocbar.  rockstrtogothere and they e Regmo,hd inmindwhen they Sk‘,\‘m]km rheRaxsweekendbmd was st
basdein Thameldancefoorsare hThn?xwhere, cvery d.; Withno reales i o a initialy stated the Rox Restaurantand “The musicis the other major “Thatsaid, icisstilla great place
rather eclecti Budding candabil daccanhurear Folowingshcirincmatosl reason peoplecan’tgetenoughofthe  togo,and nether the emergency nor
horrific, most Dlsin townjusccan't  youngact theend ofal hy, polcyofha Ror et R Sy kers oo haved 0
spin chekind oftunes hatkecpalurge - thealready ich royalsdanceahir's - any yperactived: signaturcoutlet and DJ Neill, you can hear Latin Kathmanduites whoveanco eicall
crowdgoingandofin,sooften, bradthavayfomommoncrs and  andpeople-vaching L G ndHyatinDehibasThe  music,acid s, T0sdiscoandfunk,  hangout. Lookslikethe Roisan
everythingin thiscity seemsold,jusc Butwhat Ak B the Hyartin Kathmandu grunge, aswellashe lcesthip-hop,  addictive habic, ¢
HAPPENINGS » b
. .
What's wrong with

MORE MONEY: Ben Bradshaw; Bricish Under-Secretary of State for
Forcign and Commonwealth Affirs (right), and Ronald Nash, Bricish
Ambassador to Nepal, celing reporters that Bricain willincreascaid to
Nepal toabout $30 million annually. Wednesday, 20 Februa

Read about it in the
MARCH
issue of

LEARNING THE ABC'S; Children praying to begood studentsat the
Necl Saraswoti temple in Lazimpat, Sunday, 17 February.

(,O\/I\/IL/NU'YRAI)V() fa
Prakash Praap Gupea, at the inauguralscsion o the Communiey Raio
South Asia Conference. Also seen are Saneeya Hussain of Panos South Asia,
William Crawley and David Page of the Insitute for Development Studies.

UNITED COLORS
OF BENETTON.

Jomod, Roni Pokhari, Kathmandu, Hepol

3
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Under My Hat

by Kunda Dixit

Corporal punishment

anc Fonda may chim that she discovered the 4 okepourbodiesnimbleandourcarlobes

aficr-officework-out, butwe knowitfora fct ]1 /! beautiful. Afierallas Confucius say: A good bodly s

thatitwasacuually the grat Indian sato- adoisworkshop. And whodocs tvant o ave
dynamic human yoga guru, Yogi Matsyendranat acan's gl peciallywhenitis
(cca2,585 BC), who perfected theartoftying accompanied by tharcute alwihacuorano
oneselfinto knots. This unique method of relaxing actherip.

‘Time and ide waits for no man. Soiis
importantfor s o lcar to improvise. Many of ri
Matsyendranath’s techniquesarea b, shall wesay,
outmoded and n fact may getusinto trouble in
thisday andage. Whatf god forbid, weare

N |

‘mindand body entails entwining one’s left

through one'sighlcg and pulling out the et g
to makealooparound one’s neck uniltis held
dightly inposidon withchehelp ofone’ rightarm,
whicone dipsones etam hrough he gap
becween

vicinity of u‘
h Larh |

work, unknot
the Bow and Arrow Position (grab
' bothyour nkles ey vith both your hands
whilelying flat on your stomach, and pull your
legs over your back likea corpion so that your
abdomenis curved n a convex shape, makeit
tighterand tighter uncil you heara few ribs snap,

'sright shoulder blade. Lt o the leﬁ,
down abi, some more o theright. Yesss.
Thatwas just he warm-up. Now, ke your
tighttocand,afer disinfecting twith awet wipe,
ckitinto yourlcfe carlobeand while snding in
theTree Poiin ke yoursight index fngeand

thumband pinch your

canholdyourbresth beforeyou for alnmesand.
purposes,die. Then crouch likea tigerand, while
pretending to bea hidden dragon, leap upinto the
airand ty o touch the eiling with your
kundalini. Very good, now lec's ry thac

with your ft ocand right car lobe. Sorry,

cn'thearyou. Isee,you're stuck in the

celing fan, OK, et atempr this

manoeuve toget you down by twisting

this little knob here on the wall to full

i 1

- orunclyou beginrollngacroshefloo e

/ ‘, , whichevercomes i, Children!

f Never ey this ick without adul supervison,
I, Never).

“The problem with this posicion i hat you

cannotleegoof yourankles withourthe

dangerofyour
snapping backinto ts cquilibrium posicion
withaloud bangthat will ratle window-
panesina 3 km radivs, The best thing to
# doinasituation lke this s o call the bomb
disposalsquad which will unceyou
withoutharmingany il orgas.

- b—

We are looking for enthusiastic, highly competent and
committed professional to assume the following roles.

EXECUTIVE MANAGER
Nrs 35,000 - 50,000.00 range per month plus attractive fringe benefits.

Duties & Resposibilities :

1. Development of Marketing plan & strategy
2. Development of Marketing Program

3. Execution of Marketing programme and Strategy
4. Market based expansion

5. New service line launches

6. Customer Relation and loyalty enhancement

7. Brand and positioning developments.

Requirements :

+ Nepali or any foreign national, aged in mid 35 to early 45, sex : male or Female

+ MBA in Economics finance o a related discipline, preferable with overseas education
or having worked aboard.

+ Minimum 3-5 years experience, preferably in an international Environment

+ Energetic and hands on with excellence interpersonal and presentation skills and
adaptable to all levels of people.

+  Goal-getter, extrovert, energetic, self-initiative, ambitious.

+ Aggressive with a strong drives for success.

+ Excellent in both spoken and written English.

+ Computer Literate and well versed with MS Office Software.

Initial salary will be within the above stated range and will be commensurate with the

successful candidate qualification and experiences.

Special instruction for Applying:
A. By post: Applications in one’s own handwriting, furnishing every possible Academic
alongwith the have had, as well as current and

and
expected remuneration, and a recent photograph should be sent to

Executive Recruitment
HRD Division

VOITH Complex
Tinkune, Sinamangal
P.O. Box: 233/2640
Nepal

intensicy.

St meanOurancsors Sincethisisa it
develop \ bemuchbettet o e e ko the
bodyand soulship shape, and we dih (ime-tested Cobraand Pscock Posion, which willnoput

paselounchs dcfwn from geneaion o genriontorhe

furc\d\znduuyunmf

P

anylifeand/or limbin danger. Beter sl try lying
scighton yourback head and s i ees closd nd
ing dead. Thisiscaled the Cadaver Posiion. ¢

NEPALI SOCIETY

hen Aarti Chataut asks

Nepali males to be

guests on her discus-
sion show Jagriti on Nepal
Television, many quiver. There s
something in the male psyche
that cannot bear the thought of
losing face on camera—
especially when grilled by a
woman. And it doesn't help that
Aarti tackles sensitive issues
from a women's perspective.

Actually, Aarti is not one of

‘your born-again feminists who
puts men off. In fact, many of
her guests leave the studio after
a particularly intense session

relieved and very, very impressed
with their discussion host. Lately,
Jagriti has dealt not just with
issues like menstruation and
extramarital sex, which other
journalists might never touch, but
also larger questions of social
justice and development. And
everyone gets his or her say.

“| prioritise the issues on the
feedback | get from my audience,”
an animated Aarti told us, her
hands gesturing vigorously. “They
always come up with bright
suggestions.” In real life, Aarti is
even more impressive than on
screen, she has a persuasive
presence that forces you to listen
to what she has to say. And if
you are a man, well, many men
would privately admit that they
have a secret crush on her.

She makes it look all so easy,
but Aarti had to overcome major
obstacles in trying to convince her
bosses at NTV about the selection
of subject matter and also the
panelists. “Itis much easier
convincing my audience about the
issues,” she says, throwing back
her head with a hearty laugh.

Nepali men are supposed to
be socially conservative, but
Aarti has found it is surprisingly
easy to change their attitudes
if you put the argument in the
right away and don’t make:

them feel too insecure.

And she is even
making progress with her

bosses, all of whom
happen to be men.

“They are more
WIHlng to listen
now,” she
admits, “earlier it

was a struggle to get the go-ahead
on some of the more controversial
issues | picked up.”

For someone who is so easy
and natural on camera, it comes as
a surprise for us to hear that Aarti
just stumbled into television. When
the NTV advertised for a trainee
producer, Aarti, a college student
applied, thinking she could make
use of her leisure time. She sailed
through the training, and found that
sheliked it. And NTV liked her too.
In fact they were so impressed
with the dummy current affairs
programme she made, that the
station offered jobs on the spot to
her entire team of trainees.

Behind the camera, Aarti
channelised her passion into
script, camera and visuals. But her
love for literature never left her,
motivating her to earn a Master's in
Nepali literature. Two years went
by, and along came Jagiti,
conceived by NTV producer
Deepa Gautam. Initially, she was
reluctant to accept the offer to
produce the fortnightly half-hour
programme because she didn’t
think it had viewership potential.
She did finally go ahead, and
hosted ten episodes. Then there
was a training stint in the Nether-
lands that allowed Aarti to broaden
her horizons, and hone her craft.
She came back fired up not just
about television, but abouta
socially activist programme that
would demystify attitudes among
Nepali viewers about issues like
gender and development. So Jagriti
was revived. The rest, as they
say, is history. ¢
Jagriti is broadcast every
Tuesday at 9:30PM on NTV.

B. By e-mail: Download job application form available to http:/www.voith.com.np/jobs htm|
Fill up the form and send it along with your resume, and a scanned passport size photo to
vizt ith

Application will | be freated in srct confdence Reference(s) will not be contacted unless the
applicant gives prior approval. Application should reach “VOITH" on or before 28th February
2002. To learn more about Vaidya's Organization, log in to www.voith.com.np

or here?

Faster than the rest!
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