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Sikkim is opening up, getting a new
airport, and finding its own identity.

8

Peace for food

A 25-nation Asia-Pacific ministerial
conference on agriculture s taking place
in Kathmandu next week in the run-up to
the World Food Summit in Rome in June.
High on the agenda of both meetings will
be the crisis of food security in the world's.
mountain regions. Chronically food-
deficit hily regions of the world, including
Nepal, are now also being wracked by
conflict. This is worsening an already bad
food situation, says Jacques Diouf, the

head of the UN's Food and Agriculture
Organisation (FAC). *Mountain areas are
home to most of the armed conflicts in
the world as well as many of the poorest
and least food-secure populations,” says
Diouf. Without peace, we cannot reduce
poverty. Without peace, we cannot ensure
secure food supply.” (see also p 4-5)

Truly Asia

Malaysian Airlines, which has been
planning to fly into Kathmandu from later
this year is trying to bring forward its
starfing date to July after Singapore
Airliness decided to suspend operations.
“We want to come in as soon as possible,”
says Subodh Rana, of Marco Polo
Travels, local agents for Malaysian.
Nepal already has some 30,000 workers in
Malaysia, numbers likely to grow. Iitally,
Malaysian hopes to extend two of its 4-
weekly Dhaka flights to Kathmandu.
Anti-privatisation?

By blowing up two power houses belong-
ing to the Butwal Power Company, Maoists
have sabotaged its privatisation. The
repairs at Jhimruk (12MW) alone will cost
over Rs 250 million. The powerhouse at
Andhi Khola (SMW) is also considerable.
A consortium of winning bidders had
pledged Rs950 million for BPC before
the attacks, and are awaiting a damage
assessimentreport.

Q. Should the government have announced rewards
forthe captureof the Maoist eadership?

Totalvoes: 1498

Q. The emergency s coming up again for renewal.
Should it b renewed?

MIN BAIRACHARYA

e-Saw war

BINOD BHATARAI

sne Lekh isa thickly forested ridgeaac
L 2,500m proected by sheer cliffs o the

south. At the western foothillsof this
rangeis the Magarvillage of Thebang, up
north-castis Gam, the cradle of the Maoist
revoluion.

Rolpalis have known that the Maoists
had amajor base up there. The sccurity
forces, workingon intelligence, had for the
firs cime started probing the western
reaches of Lisne from Thebang, A unit of 28

li d 72 soldi on
2 May

prisoner, they then headed furcher up the
mountain towards Gharclidhara, where top
i | Acabout 2:15pm
fire. The unit
and kepton fighting.
orm, made it impossible for
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hey det heavy
radioed for air

patrol atcight in t
They mad withal p
Maoists and reportedly killed more than

UNILATERAL

An email message from Maoist leader Prachanda Thursday proposed a unilateral
one-month ceasefire effective 15 May. The first part of the statement is a tirade
against the United States, and it blames Nepal's “feudal autocrats” for going to
Washington to seek help and “invite foreign forces into the country”. Prachanda
sees a grand American design to “encircle China and weaken India". The statement
blames the United States for “tying to turn Nepal into another Vietnar’.
Prachanda says his group is even willing to join in future with other parliamentary
parties, but warns: “If during the ceasefire period the government continues its
suppression, then we will be compelled to launch a fearsome, final war.” Although
the message does not bear a signature, human rights groups say it is authentic

The email has also come through the same channels as previous messages which
have not been refuted. This unilateral ceasefire offer comes 17 days before the
present state of emergency is due to expire. There has been no immediate
reaction from the government, but a reiteration of the demand that the Maoists
disarm before any future talks is expected.

By next morning, securitysourcestold  arived. Eighteen injured sodiers, polce
us, the scene of the battle had been picked anda civilian flown to Kathmandu on
dlean,th bodiesand noweapons  Thursds (seepi
but the ground was soaked with blood. The MPs from the State Affairs Committee
army then advanced further up o the (SAC) of pariament whovisited Rolpa ast

week described the arca asa war zone. “It
feelslike Lebanon,”says Prakash Jwala,
“Weare convinced the sccuriy forces are
doing their best, but there s a severe lack of
helicopters.” MP Hridaya Ram Thani, SAC
hairman, agrees. “They need ©
make their campaign morcffecive.”

Tt now clear that the lack of air
support to enforce the cord dLisne
wasacritcalfuctor that allowed the
Maoists o break through and flecalong the
ridge toattack Gam.

“The sccurity forces had been expecting
amajor attack in thearea, and the presence
of large numbers of rebelson Lisne, they
say, wasindication they were probably
preparinga raid on Libang, This time,

ridgelineand cameacross the Maoists' main
base with bunkers food supply and training
grounds, reportedly the hidcout of cbel
leader Krishna Bahadur Mahara.

“They laid sicge o the heights, but the

mu the

terrain, fled along the ridge north-cast
towards Gam. And thatis where, inan
i h q

isolated army-police garrison on Tuesday
nightat cleven o'clock. From there theyare
believed to have dispersed into Baglung n
the castand Rukum up north,

Ttrook only 90 minues to overrun the
Gam basc. Many of those who survived
were exceuted. The final death toll s not
clar, but 60 of the 140-strong force were

100 ofchem, including Dil Man Thapa, a

said to be outside the base when it fell. they also wanted an atack to coincide
4

Thi harred bodi

local commander.
Actingon a tipoffby a aptured female

run ition, and they retreated
with their five dead.

L awyers representing ex-Gurkhas filed a petition at the Royal Courts of Justice in
London on Wednesday charging the British government with discrimination in pay
and pensions against Nepali soldiers. If upheld, the 20 cases could benefit over
30,000 veterans and 6,000 Nepali widows. Compensation claims could total £2 bilion.
‘The court will decide in the next few weeks if the Gurkhas have “an arguable case".

The Gurkhas are represented by the barrister, Cherie Booth, wife of British prime.
minister Tony Blair and prime minister Sher Bahadur Deuba arrives in London on
Saturday. Due to both reasons, the issue has received wide coverage in the British press.
Booth did not appear at the press conference on Wednesday but Phil Shiner of Matrix
Chambers told us Booth thinks the Gurkha case is “strong and morality is on their side”.

There are about 3,400 Nepali soldiers in the British Army. Up to 60,000 have died
in the past 200 years while fighting for the British in various wars. They say that while
conditions have improved over the years, they are still not treated at par with British
soldiers on pay, pensions and other basic rights.

“The ex-Gurkhas, represented by the Gurkha Army Ex-Servicemen's Organisation
(GAESO), say they have an air-tight case. A 1947 tripartite agreement between Britain,
India and Nepal grants all soldiers equal treatment. But two days after the pact was
signed British and Indian officials sat down and agreed to a bilateral deal, which is what
governs payments for British Gurkhas today. Nearly 55 years later, y they
want o be treated equally and their sacrifices recognised.

‘The British government has maintained that although there are discrepancies in
pays and penisons which have been narrowed, the Nepali soldiers get extended home
leave and other benefits not provided to British nationals in the army.

‘The lawyers will ry to prove that the Gurkhas are victims of racism in the miltary,
and they base their case on four violations of the British Human Rights Act (1998):

with Prime Minister Sher Bahadur
Deuba’s Washington visic. ¢

Thursday when reinforcements finally

Ayo Gorkhali

o They are allowed
tolive with wives
only for 3 of the 15
years of service,
something that does
not apply to British
soldiers

« Allsoldiers are
treated as Hindu,
althoiugh there are
LELE Cherie Booth to the rescue
 Promotions are racially tinged, and

 There is discrimination in pension payments,

GAESO's Padam Bahadur Gurung told us: “All we are asking is not to be treated as
inferior human beings. We want recognition that we have fought loyaly as Britsh soldiers,
and demand only the same rights.” Many Britsh citizens seem o agree. A former
paratrooper and now Mayor of llafracombe, says in the 30 Aprilissue of the Daily Mirror:
“Itis scandalous that these people should be treated as second class citizens.”
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IN A SOFT STATE

Wonder if Aung San Suu Kyi knows what's i store for her. After the euphoria of
democracy is over, il she discover like we did that fighting for reedom is in some
ways easier than making it work? Will people power fail its ultimate test of putting in

people in office who will make the difference to the lives of citizens?

1t called the Musharraf Syndrome. And it affics all who blame freedom for
poverty and political mismanagement. Singapore's Lee Kwan Yew once went to the
Philippines and lectured the Fipinos that they remained poor because they were

free. In a soft state, he said, democracy needs to be guided—especially in ts

formative years. Laws and values need to be put into place that will institutionalise

sharing resources for the common good, creating equal opportunities even if
economic equality is not possible. The surprising thing was that a
lot of Filipinos agreed, just as Pakistanis fed up with Nawaz and
Benazir rationalised their praetorian intervention.
Here, too, there is flippant talk these days about subcontract-
ing this country off to Elder Statesman Lee 50 he can make us in
the image of his city state. After a couple of chhota pegs others
have even been overheard to say: “Someone needs to do a

Musharraf.”

Things are bad, yes. And this leads many to the authoritarian
temptation. Paradoxically, it is a temptation that seems to strike
not the rulers so much as the ruled. Citizens in many juvenile
democracies have lost faith in their fighty leaders. They look for
a relatively easy and (they hope) painless way out, and are
nostalgic for the “certainties” of strongman rule. Some Russians.
are pining for Stalin, there has been a renaissance of former

communists in the ex-Soviet bloc.

As democracy falters, extremists move to il the goverance
vacuume. Foreseeing conflict and anarchy, the people then
regard a return to authoritarianism as a lesser evi. It is a search
for a saviour that is borne out of desperation and extreme
disllusionment with those who have misused and wasted me

popular mandate. This is the seduction of

STATE OF THE STATE

by CK LAL

Peace in our time

Kathmandu is a well-shielded valley, even grief can’t get past Thankot.

he mountains aren't gricving, The sky
sntweping, The esaren'shking

with age. Thesunisn'th

esaton St |mpmalb1c tomake

donorsforan outrightloan write-of Prime

senseof Rolpa, I try
i i he Maoist

“Theairisas cool 1son any other Sunday
morningin Kathmandu. And then over the
EM comesthe day's headline: narly five
hundred mighthave been killed n security
operationsaround Lisne Lek in Rolpa. Five
hundred? T choke, and splutterinto my
morning tea. | want to weep.

insurgency bLg.\n in Rolpa, and s symbolic
tharthe bcg)nmng ofsendshouldalo
happen there. Li dull

Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba’s

differentin Washingron: hiseyesare firmly sec
onthe promiscf $20 milion worth of“non-
e’ amstofight “croriss”. Thn et
20 million for

acheintheheart.
Affiend suggeststhat [ applaud the

appointmentof Dr Narayan Khadkaasthe

Vice-Chairman of National Planning Commis-

S T e e Cecerai i aos s

sion. Dr Khadka s believed to be a Canadian

development.I¢salot of money,as much s
whatthe South Afrcan space cadet pid rogex
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Mamsm in a post-Mao worl

rachanda Pach s the
newest theoryincreative
Manism.” Sosaid Maoist
ideologue Dr Baburam Bhattrai, in
hisbook Prachand Pach ka Adhar
Haru(The Fundamentalsofthe
Prachanda Pah).Sincehareie
cameoutlastyear, alot has

“Thisteror acticis hurtingthe
Maoiss' mass base,and s torally
againse Mao'sphilosophy ofprolear-
anstruggle.
Examplesliketheforcible
recruitmentof youngboysand girsin

SuitsLaoiilagandinDarg
onl

Itisinterestingto tryand finda

dmmngﬁomMaoZedongrho\lghr,

Alongwith VC Khadla,the Singha Darbar
think-ankwill have Dr Jagdlish Chandra
Pokbarel, Dr Shankar Sharma, Dr Minendra
Rijaland Dr Prakash Sharan Mahat. The good
doctorsareall graduates o prominent US
universites, and noteven oneof hem is what
Nepali Congresssabwar Pradip G would
llan “organicintellccual”, hese being
intellectualswho gain wisdom indigenously
and not hrough their Harvard case studics.
As the day progresses, reports from Rolpa
Keep pushing the asualty igure up. Buc
Kathmandu savellshiclded Valley,even gicf

attacks on elected village bodies,
destruction of infrastructure, the
latest posturing for dialogue, and

butthatthey dtomper

with the basicidcological underpin-

ningsof Maoism. The Prachanda Path
i oad

the

Baburam’swords. ideologicallevl. Even Nepali
o oo b o
deckosical nforciry beoun o2y the Prachanc badi
even Every incdby  have disgraced the Great Helmsman,
dogma,and Desp
|usnﬁca(|0nf0n|lo\|(wmts'l—hm\|gh Mao'stheory of knowledge, therules
thered-tinted glss of patyideology,  forthe great leap forward, the “new
thercisa ationale forevery aci democrtic”system of poliics, the
Thesamei I P icpoliq"and the

Prachanda Pach. Byevokingthe

can'tgetpastthe Thankorcheck-post. Ara h principlsofthecontinuiyof
recepionatthe Radisonin the cvening the Shining Path withthescoftherword — revol ltothestud
buzzis the brand of Hari Prasad Pandey’s car. “parh’ Commdtl’mhmdihmﬁfd Maostphilosophy.
D 1 Lerails b 1 k P s lla warfare,
of Kandipur Television, di idand makeicaguidi | danalysi

amous G p Nepishaoiss The - imperlism,and lesofthe
divesty ofinvesuments i the Nepalimedia. ideawould be ol “Three World: dered
“The headache turns nto throbbing pain. Prachanda Pach o th astute. Needless o say, those who
) OmhewbnckIﬁndmvhccwenand thmdamug}.md\dmmd)a call themselves Maoists swear by

of the mind. I begin lise: M:

jsts had

of Nepali d |

estorm

new“Prachandaism”chatadapts

these teachings, many even quote

Prachanda Path is deviating from

by PUSKAR GAUTAM

though bePracandaPa) Pokdsshon g nld e
begun o

id d g Maoist lead yet

rgnisation, held de They

would defeat the newidea”. Thoc

abide byastrong “ight-three” moral
code, and Gurungand Poudel

dsappeartob
adjusted approach for he Nepal

situation in the 21* century. But what
italsosh i b

tohave broken them.
Prachands’sargumentis thac
b ol ;

wrap thingsup quickly.

terrorismin the courseof the pic
by

Maoism’s Nepali criti that

Mao waited too long (17 years) before
aunching his Culurad Revoluton,

prolecarianism, On this, e may be
ight—one man'steroristcan be

and feas
why socialism could not take firm

rootin the mainland. Our comrades

another’s ; asthe

sayinggocs. However, byusingand
jusifing heseacis heisaso

say i d cultural
m,gsmmmmolummmmmy political force. Mao said “Put politics
Oneofih incommand”, but asa
from the Shinine Patk weapon, the Prachanda Path goes
hey leratethis  against dment. Inh
total social ransformation. post-11 September world, thisalso
Burvhat e ofcull puts Nepal's Maoistinthe same
By L heal-Queda.
sbout Andvharof Comrde Bv(hclnmblllw(opomaya
When hesaidin Nej
anlndmnnc'wspapenmemswhsr M10|>|samnd1recdyhdpm{,(hc
yearthatheh aushon useof
Nepaliactress Karishy M dh: havel: "n
itwasadl from th ldwideinh

communist doctrine that even art
forms havea class basis, and

of counter-terrorism.
Icannot find a parallel in Mao’s
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J : " collueral damage” inthemiddleofaforestis - aid in Nepal. Given his expertie, he ay rum of distant thunder from the west. The thelogclgrowhayerhrough undicwould the Gira bourgeois decadence. are akingplace in Nepal today in

tand forgot that d 'ta trophy to lock up inside a glass cabinet. o Lorther et v N . i ogical gro P a0 Zedon ought. urgs - gp pal today
Demecracy ke a tubbor b vou haue b stetch o mate ek minimal, ot havebeeninflaed fullmpact of which ‘Maowasafirm believerin “new 5 8! Incontras th eadersip the name of the Maobadi strugele.
emoctacyjisl st ier Lol evellos el ke O for propaganda A lideh day carnagesin the history of Nepal hits me il ohiosonhy, edemocra® b coes ceeee coee diclnd e S Iespective of whethor Mao'

But that means having an lert citizenry, a pro-active civil society, a media that e icrory), Bmdnrhemua]mm kinsof il berween my eycs,right thereas | passover the PO P oot o ; clined“dovaioniss”whothey - Iespectiveofwhether Mao's
flexes itself and takes freedom to its imit. But that takes hard work. Itis much easier Lnenle for sheever fhe  exonusd P s Y eyes g P However, wecannotbetoosure  Comrade P prefers to call it “new andsocial programs. Butthe papers,  for certain isthatitis not Maoism. sayh cultural doctr
o point out what is wrong than to do something to set things right. I i a It less el ety b sbonings poes i o . ifthe Prachanda Paihvill llow thac compaiedemocsiy” whichis whihsemiohavebe el ‘The Prachanda Pathalso makesa punwormmmme.nwovm dropped because they were
effort to be cynical. Al this has brought us to a point where it is now fashionable to : A e class, cra '.‘}“ & cxpenditure, H on il route.Isita actually: ! the CPN- e i i Mao's agu, deAl ’Yan ra)m( irrelevant, or they were worked
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with ow self-esteem and fataism. ' f i ] anattempt o findan ideological What kind of “competition” " here the People’s he Third World would folwomanmngpulgngsnﬁmla creativity, there doesn’t seem to be

Who domoeraos is treatend as it s now by those who want fo usherina deaththatisa human tragedy. Any thing more  dcbr crsis thar Narional Planning Commission  dead. Iedoesnalter thar 500 Nepalisdied at :lop! revoutions in the Lhird Wo ‘
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notwiorkit ; ; | P i
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than when confict threatens our freedorns. today's newspapers. Thereisacall rom BBC  him, and he can sart with the debrledger. the politicalleadership of the country stand up disagree,y Nepal, y undlitis expressed more dlearly, we:
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NEPALIS IN BANGKWANG

Isita curse to be bom a Nepali?
After reading “Serving life in
Bangkok' (#91) and the heart-
breaking letter by Puskar KC
from Bangkwang, | really feel so.

neglect for prisoners in foreign jails
applies also in Nepal. The sad
letter of Puskar KC (*Nima’) is
similar to accounts by foreigners in
Nepal jails who, through foolish-
ness, are lured by unscrupulous
drug dealers and receive savage

There are so many other Nepali
i AT

mistreated, exploited and
beleaguered. The case of
Govinda Mainali is the same.
He has been proven innocent,
but he still languishes behind
bars in Japan. Had our govern-
ment taken a bold step, he
would have come home years
ago. Our government may be
00 poor to give economic
support to Nepalis in foreign
Jails, but it should at least give
‘some moral support and try to
get them back.

BinitaJ Shrestha, Asan
® Asanew reader, | applaud
your human rights article
“Serving life in Bangkok” (#91)
and would like to make two
points regarding Nepali
prisoners in Thailand. First,
assistance by Christians should
never mean ‘that they have to
convert and profess their
devotion to Jesus Christ". Jesus
came to fulfil unconditionally
the prophecy
captives free” and, although he
also said that it is in receiving
his word that “...you will know the
truth and the truth will set you
free,” this is out of compassion
and not compulsion. Secondly,
the tragedy of injustice and

support or extradition procedures.
We pray to God through Jesus:
Christ for justice and mercy for all
prisoners (of which Jesus himself
‘was one, though totally innocent).
Dr David J Hill, Pokhara
® | was shocked to read about
the condition of Nepali prisoners in
Thai jails. | was even more shocked
to see that the government isn't
doing anything to help them.
Dev Rai, USA
@ Deputy Chief of Protocal YN
Paudel in “Serving life in Bang-
kok,” #91) says Nepalis in Pakistani
Jails have already served their
terms, but can't return because
their families can't afford tickets.
Me and my friends are ready to
form a group to help them get
back. Can anyone provide us the
name and address of these Nepalis
who are in Pakistan and need
tickets to return Nepal?
Mookool?
Editor's note:
Royal Nepali Embassy Islamabad
nepem@ish.com.sats.net.pk
+92-51-282 8838

HARI AND ARUN

Kedar Sharma'’s profile of Hari
Prasad Pandey ("Mea Culpa,” #92)
has factual mistakes. Arun lll was a

$1.083 billion project, not $400
milion, and was cancelled in
August 1995 and not in 1993.
Pandey's tenure in the UML
cabinet lasted only six months
from December 1994 to May
1995, during which he directed a
ministry review of Arun III. It
showed that on all civil construc-
tion counts the project was four to
five times more expensive than
the private sector rates in Nepal.
Three years earlier, Nepali
Congress' Basu Risal had taken a
similar initiative that culminated
in his unceremonious sacking.
Hari Pandey’s audit too was not
palatable to his UML bosses, who
dumped him back in political
fimbo. It was during his replace-
ment Pradeep Nepal's watch that
the communist government wrote
to the World Bank that ‘we agree
1o all the conditionalities” on
Arun I, despite having previ-
ously called them *harmful to
national interests”. Notwithstand-
ing this groveling, the Bank
withdrew support for the project on
grounds that the economic “risks
‘were too great for Nepal”.
However, Pandey is right in
feeling guilty about not promot-
ing alternatives to Arun I during
his tenure: his own subsequent
investment in the 3 MW Piluwa
Khola hydro in the Arun valley
(*Hari the hydro entrepreneur,”
#82) makes much more economic
sense than Arun IIl, and the UML
still has no political vision for

such an approach.
Dipak Gyawali, Lalitpur

LOSS OF INNOCENCE

Binod Bhattarai in “Free-fall” (#91)
states that the economy is the
clear loser in the current situation.
He is wrong. The loser is Nepali
innocence, that was so well known
throughout the world. The clear
and devastated losers are the
Nepali people. The economy can
and will be rebuilt. We have a lot
of rich friends around the world who
will help us with that. However, it will
ot be that easy to re-establish
Nepaliinnocence. How wil we
rebuild trust in each other? This is
what this “multiparty democracy”
has done for us. We don't need
this. Enough is enough.

Bhaskar Tripathy, by email
® Having read CK Lal's “What
Next?" (492) it seems that he along
with the rest of the Nepali intellec-
tual elite suffer from this “fatalism™
(yastai ho, ke garne?) mentality. Is
this fatalism and apathy an
explanation for the current
political situation? Or does the
answer lie in the belief that all the
Nepali people will attain better
karma in their next life for al the
suffering they have endured in the
present one?

‘The emphasis on karma/
fatalism of our social and religious
system has enabled the ruling
castes and classes to ustify their
dominance. Lal espouses a left-
leaning material political philoso-

phy, therefore it is misleading for
him to propagate “fatalism” as an
excuse. It just legitimises the
doctrines and values of a fraught
system. What is needed is not more
fatalism, but humanism—the belief
that we can chart our own destiny.
We must be this-worldly and not
other-worldly.

Subarna Bhattachan, Kansas,USA
®  Thank you Mr “Name withheld"
for reminding me (Letters, #91)
that Nepal is a multiracial and
multiethnic country consisting of
people of different castes, religion
and social customs. My gist was
that CK Lal had no reason to
comment unnecessarily about the

Chief of Army Staff's extended
religious ceremonies. What we
readers like is unbiased and clean
journalism. It really doesn't bother
me if a Brahmin becomes a chief
in future and performs kotihom and
mahayagya.

Dr Amrit KC, Bishalnagar
® Ifthe present Nepali govern-
ment thinks that foreign money and
miltary involvement is the answer
to the current problem in Nepal
("$40 million,"” #91) , it should look
at Afghanistan, Sri Lanka or
Vietnam before begging and
accepting “aid'.

Pramod Adhikari, Australia
® We have great respect for our

king. The monarchy in Nepal has
taken different forms over 333 years
of history and is a symbol of
national unity and integrity. But the
role played by the politcal parties
has not exacly promoted this unity
and integrity. Now Nepal i facing
serious problems with terrorism. Itis
our bad luck that after the restora-
tion of democracy, our leaders have
failed us with bad governance,
corruption, politicisation and
incompetence. In our opinion in
this critical situation, it is only the
monarchy that can save the county.
Rabina Adhikari, Sadhana Thapa,
PadmaKC, Shanta
Kumari, Suchitra Thapa,
Manohari, Sudharshan,
Chiranjibi, Samjhana, Prativa
Students in Canada
® Weare worried that Prime
Minister Sher Bhadur Deuba is
travelling to the United States to
meet President George W Bush to
ask for miltary assistance. Nepal
needs medical equipment rather
than military hardware. We need
training to make Nepalis doctors.
and engineers, not o use modern
weapons to spill the blood of our
brothers and sisters. Being a Nepali
in America, I'd like to see the.
United States helping Nepal with
development and investment,
rather than with arms.

S Shrestha, Texas, USA
® I your editorial “Absolute
anarchy” (#90) you suggest
compromises in the Maoist
demands for constitutional change:
| think meeting this demand is

completely unthinkable and insane.
The Maoists are terrorists and they
shouldn't be given the privilege of
being across a negotiation table. By
recognising them, it will mean the
govemment has capitulated, and
this will breed more terrorism in
future.

Tsewang Sangmo Lama

Minnesota, USA

®  Everyday, | read articles in the
Nepali media, including on
nepalitimes.com, about the actions
taking place against terrorists. |
compare this to the support that
journalists in the US are giving to
fight terrorism. In the Nepali media
| see criticism hurled at the people’s
efforts to fight terrorism. Don't you
journalists realise that if Nepalis
lose this war against the terrorists,
you vill have no jobs... there will be
no free press in Nepal. Stop
‘whining.

P Prajapati, by email
® Thanks for the great content.
For it to emerge from a Nepali
publication gives me so much
confidence and hope in the future
of Nepal. Thanks to all the contribu-
tors and especially to CK Lal,
Puskar Bhusal, Daniel Lak, and
Artha Beed. And Kunda Dixit for his
outstanding editorials.
Nepalitimes.com has been a prime
source of news and literature from
back home for many of us students
and others in the United States.
Spending five hours at your website
in the middle of a final exams week
speaks fortself
Abhishek Shrestha, Michigan USA

VOYEURS

I was wondering when someone
‘would speak out against Nepal
Television's lack of sensitivity in
showing gruesome pictures of
corpses after every massacre, and
am glad you did (Voyeurs,” #90). |
doubt if anyone in the military or
the government who reads your
editorial even realises how they
are brutalising society, and
numbing the people by broadcast-
ing such explicit video. If they did,
it would mean they are sensitive
and responsible, and if that were
the case, we would not be in this

ss.

(Name withheld on request)
® These days, the traffic
‘rubbernecking’ described in your
editorial “Voyeurs” can also have
serious consequences. A month
ago in Kalimai 27 people
watching a bomb being defused
were injured when it suddenly went
off. While the blame surely lies.
with the alleged Maoists who
planted i, it also seems some of
the injuries could have been
avoided. Among the reported
injured were several “spectators'.
Spectators? Kathmandu has a rich
tradition of impromptu street
theatre but remember to exercise
caution the next time you see
curious onlookers gathering on the
city's streets—it may be more than
a bent fender.

lan Huntington, Bhaktapur

EGRET REGRET
Regarding egrets at Keshar Mahal

(‘Retum of the egrets,” # 90) we
regret that they are not nesting
anymore within the confined
premises of the “Garden of
Dreams’, presently under restora-
tion. This may be due to the
‘ongoing construction work and to
the fact that a number of the old
trees and branches are dead and
continue to be broken in storms.
However, if this is any consolation
atall: a large walk-in aviary will be
established within the garden
confines in order to showcase a
range of rare Himalayan birds,
right here in the heart of
Kathmandu.
LudmillaHungerhuber
Keshar Mahal, Garden of
Dreams
THREE CHEERS
Three cheers for Kathmandu's

mayor. Let' feature his efforts
more often in the press to create
awareness and support to beautify
this magnificent city.

John Snyder, Kathmandu

INFORMED CONSENT
Bumrungrad Hospital extends its
heartfelt sympathies to the
Lohani family. Losing a loved
one is always difficult and we
certainly understand Mr Jyoti
Lohani's grief, (“No healer,”
Letters, #91). After carefully
reviewing the case, it should be:
noted that Mr Lohani was
suffering from advanced cancer
and that his condition was indeed
critical. As an internationally-
accredited hospital,
Bumgrungrad and its physicians
have an obligation to inform
patients before surgery of all
potential outcomes, both positive
and negative. This process is
called “Informed Consent’ and is
intended to ensure that the
patient is fully aware of all
potential risks with major
surgeries so they can make a
fully-informed decision. Given
the critical condition of the
patient, the surgeon acted
responsibly by informing Mr
Lohani and his family of the risks.
involved

Based on Mr Lohani's input,
we have reminded our staff of the
importance of advising and
carefully explaining Informed
Consent, a relatively new concept
in Asia, 1o our patients.

Bumrungrad Hospital, Bangkok

ANIS.
‘While browsing through Letters
(#92) 1 was surprised to see the
name Anis Bania writing a
response to one of your earlier
articles. Since | did live in Boston
until 1995, | am not sure if there
is another Anis Bania in Boston.
The stafistical probabilty of that
being true is slim. I, Anish M
Bania, live in northern Virginia,
and did not write that letter.

With the ease of the Intemet,
and the false names that one can
assume to get an email account,
itis possible that a false name
can be used to send any letter.
Though benign in this case, there
is a possibility of malicious
intent. Or s it just a coincidence?
Anish M Bania, Fairfax, Virginia

CCORRECTIONS:
The all-party campaign rally
is scheduled for 10 May, and
not 2 June as stated in the
editorial, “The peace prize,”
#92.

In the review of the Studio
7 production of Mahabharata
(“Shanti, shanti, shanti,” #91)
werewrong. SuryaM
Maharjan played Bheesma,
and Shree Shrestha played
Ashwathama.

-Ed
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“The food security situation in the

western hills has greatly deteriorated.”

Nepali Times asked Douglas Coutts of
the UN’s World Food Programme in
Kathmandu about the impact of the
insurgency on Nepal’s food supply.

Nepali Times: How bad is the food situation in Nepal?
Douglas Coutts: Itis logical that there would be a problem this time of
year. This is the dry season, the food stocks communities build up over
time in the western hills and mountains will be down. The farmers there
don't have the land holdings and soil fertity to grow enough food to
feed themselves. They buy the balance. We do know that the commercial
market routes have been severely affected by the confiict, and that there
have been many incidents where the military and the Maoists have
blocked food going into certain areas. | am not talking only about our
food, but food blocked by either side from the merchants. In many of the
bazars, we have reports of scarcity and rising prices of staples.

How much worse is it than is normal for this time of year?

Before you had a scarcity problem. Now there is a new and very serious
element. In the past, depending on where you were, how much land you
had and how many mouths to feed, you would have a few months of
production for your family and opportunities to earn income to buy the
rest. The unrest has affected the traditional coping mechanisms of
communities. Men used to leave to work and come back with cash or food.
Much of that traditional migration is affected. Many of the men are often
suspected by both sides when they transit, We gather the fear element is
50 high many who would otherwise go to find work are just staying put.

Have farming practices changed?
We're getting conflicting reports. Some talk about farmers actually
growing less. They worry about it being taken. From our experience
globally, n this type of confiict, it is typical that food stores are often
plundered by insurgents. We hear from the government that Maosts in
many areas are having problems of supply, and are really desperate for
food generally

So people are just not growing food?
There is obviously more food insecurity, much more than before.
Communities probably also have fewer income-generation actvities to
earn money to buy food in the markets. The food, again, is not
readily available and is more expensive. You add all that together
and | think it is logical to say that the food insecurity situation in the
hills and mountains in the west has probably greatly deteriorated.

In other countries famines have followed conflicts? Is that possible
here?

In our business we use the word “famine” very sparingly. Itis with great
caution that | would even utter the word. Famine is sort of the final step
of a long process. It is a state where people are literally dying on the
streets, it means all the coping mechanisms are gone. A full-scale
famine is rare. There are many warning signs along the way to

famine. Long before a famine you'd have an increase in deaths
during the difficult periods—in the west that would be during winter
and the lean season. Children, elderly people, others who don't have
sustained food supply during the difficult period succumb to diseases that
awell-nourished person would recover from. That would be the first

‘warning sign. Those who tend to last longer are typically males in the
prime of their life. The young and the elderly, pregnant women,
breastfeeding women have higher calorie requirements. That's a key
indicator to observe throughout this confiict, or at the end of the conflict,
or after. The other sign is migration. We are told that there are people
migrating even as we speak, it seems to be primarily because of their
sense of insecurity, not only food.

Gives us aballpark figure for the population with shortages of food?
Itis very hard to define. We have about 45 percent of the population
below the poverty line—a government figure of people who consume
2,000 or less kilocalories each day. The highest percentage of that 45
percent you'd find in the areas we are talking about, The people in
other paces have more optons avaiable 0 them. The povert issues

Imost one n four Nepalis will
A gor0slecp hungry today.
‘The same will happen
tomorrow, and the next day. That

makes Nepals in (srmwfpmpor
tion of

the declaration of the statc of
emergencyand the escalation of the
conflictin November lascyear. The
FAO maintains that widespread
povertyand slow food production
whichisnot keeping pace with the
hinoood] )

hungriest people in SUurh Asia.
The UN's Food and Agriculture
Organisation (FAO) says Nepal
adds 400 more people into this
categoryevery dy, 150,000 more

forheincreasein hungerin Nepal.
Even before the conflice
incensified, 39 of Nepal's 7
distices suffered chronic food
shortags Sourceswho hae

flown mid and far-

hungry people every year.

“These igures re bascd on western disericts told us that

ststicsseveral yarsold,andfood  termccsare fllow cenin the
curity exp is diswesth

ure o have got worsesince then
because of the widening insurgency,
especially in the chronically food-
defct mid-western egion.
duction,disbuion

cbegun
cropping. With dlevmlence
spreadingacross the countryside
and the general sense of insecurity,
manyhavefledheirvillages. OF

, many don’thave

and

aren’tworking,and hungeris
spreading atan alarming rate. Ten
yearsago, there were 3.5 million
underfed people in Nepal, 19

are the same everywhere, but there are more
access opportunities elsewhere than in the hills and mountains, Then
we look at the percentage of people who earn one dollar a day on
average and spend 70-80 percent or more of that on food. Peaple die
not because of lack of food but because of diseases they develop when
they are weakened by less food over a sustained period. We know that
there has been an increase in TB rates, that's an indicator of food
shortage. T8 is an opportunistic disease and affects people who are at
risk. We know for a fact that TB rates in the mountains have increased.
Put all that together, and that would indicate we are getting into a
problem.

Can we then say that nearly half of all Nepalis face food shortages?
This is where we have to be careful. We don't want to look at it that way.
Start at the national level, Nepal is technically a food-deficit country, but
produces surpluses pretty regularly. The issue for us is not the national
food production line. That only tells half the story. The issue is access to
food. The very interesting thing about Nepal is that access is deter-
mined by income and geagraphy. Its no sin to not produce enough
food to feed your people, lots of countries don't. But they have cash to
buy food. Here people’s access is critical, and further complicated by
geopgraphy, which is why we came with “food for work’. The peaple we
target are the poorest of the poor in the hills and mountains, the most
food-insecure and most affected. They have no interest in working for
cash because they have to buy high-priced supplies. That's how you know
we are targeting the right communities. People up there are spending so
much of their income on food anyway, and are interested in such kinds of
programs.

percentof the populacion. Today
that numberis five million, 23
percent according o the FAO's
latest global food insecurity survey.
“The FAO will be holdingiics
Asia-Pacific regional ministeral
conferencein Kathmandu 13-17

or have caten the seds. Others may
have justnot planted this sezson's
wheatsince they thinkic will be
looted by insurgents anywiay.

In remote mountain arcas ke
Humla,localfood producion s
sufficient for only four months of
the year. The people of the district
also have few opporcunitics o carn
money to buy food. The resultis
thatvery houscholdin hedistice

May, where th ’sworsening

food scurity siuation is xpected

has to ely on
largely the food flown in by the
Fplagued by poor

vernment, itself

If
isnot brought to rapid resolution,
and iffarm productivity s not
improved Nepal s moving towards
having one of the most serious food
crisesin Asia.

Ourfood production has
remained more or less stagnant,
though there have been occasional
surpluses. The problem i, these:
increases, when they occur, do ot
translate into more food per head
The errain doesn'tjust make

dd

logistics, disrupted flightsand now
the Maoist insurgency. Says Maya
Lama, aresidentof Torpain
Bargaun VDCin Humla, “We have
notseen aplane in some wecks
now, Last years grain i finished,
this year's hasn’tbeen planted yet.”
Itis not unu
waiting in long queuesat the food
corporation offices a the diserict
headquartes for coupons to obeain
subsidised food. The localpro-

and food security

Nepal is the only country in the region where hunger is
increasing. Now factor in the insurgency.

GAURAB RAJ UPADHYA

Gyan Prasad Sharma, an

fl bid femote

agriculture expert with the National
Pansing Commision. om a
d

lepal

cul it imped potato, barley, buckwh

the governmentabiitytomove  barely lastsa few months.

food stocksaround the country. “Theincras n houschold
Thatwasth before yiswortying, says

AND THERE

All things considered

mustbe supported, has more than  ring of ruth aboutt. But people ke
Professor Catherine Marks, aNepalexpert from Comell Universiy, and a
listener named Ursula,caling from Providence, Rhode sland, were having none

s Sunday Twite this,and t plancis roaring
overhead,offo pay homagein Wash dLondon and couresome cash
from the war on tertor, The few private airlinessillfying

send their rickle of passengers hitherand yon. s mistyand warm, a pigeon
petcheson my balcony, keeping awary eye on the cat down below.

Hard o knowewhat to make ofhings now that I'm backin the Himalayan
Kinglom. Beingabroud,in Nrth Ancricaand Erops s oggigono the

hecking

theaothers. Another reminderof our
acopyof Samac Uphadyay's Aresting God in Kathmandiu, pmmmemlv
dnphyedmmﬂ cal book superstore. [ boughti o rea

d thi Minister Deuba i dent Bush
this: \\ccl( m\Wuhmnmn The (,FO of America Incwmnfamouslv the man most
p lection in 2000.
Post 11 Sepember, he n ‘.ug,( dsan atk i fthe
world. H k Nepaland

resolve them. Forty mlllmn dollarsand counting, unless ' misaken, with
acleast half for the military. That'san interesting intervention at this point
in the struggle and one that I'm worried isn’t being properly examined and
debated here.
Ttisin America though. A ringing telephone n my fuhers kitchen last week
tumedout o bea rosucerwith Natonal Public R Ameicsuperd
h

v, “Talk
ofd1e Nauon” had tracked medown inexotic U\bndg:, Omano (,anada and
-k, the

\Lpﬂ “and the Maoiss. Lvas ther sa journalis s efned from offring
opnions bu the surpringly welkinformed lencrsid'e.

Toaperon,hey oo e
] ideningof the waron terror

Jude Land th
palandthe

Unlikely as it may seem, there’s been
some well-informed debate about
Nepal on American airwaves.

Maoistinsurgency. That'swhat theyfee the White House was doing with s
request for xtramilitary asistance fo theauthorites here,and they didn’ ket
T pointed ou thatthe offical American line, that democracy is under threatand

by DANIEL LAK

ofit.“Our money,” Ursula id, (she wasa former Peace Corps volunteer who'd

roamed allthrough the Karnaliarca over the pasc twoyears)“shouldn'tbespenc

on furthering warand violence. It should be spent on malking peace, encourag-

inginstitutions lke the courts, parlament and human rights groups. We

v spene e poviding vespons o deeloping counrisandl
hing

! forcefl poin, probably made rom e of <ente declogical
perspective, buta thoughtful one nonetheless, especially coming from an
informed source and from a person who clearly loves this country. She
deplored the Maoists and their violence but wondered about the rural
poverty she'd seen, the alienation of remote valleys cut offfrom the
prospity so prevalent—unl recently—in Kathmandu. Professor Marks
concurred. She too is widely travelled in the far-wesr, far more | daresay,
than many of the clite in this city, certainly more than I

Debatcis the ey thing here. Noside is bsoluely ight, nooncis

g, save those who urg d
to'out problemns, People need o sare lking bout how o eslvethose
wocs,they need to disagrec and then move towards common ground. That's
democracy, that's puraism, that'sthe only way forward. That American

today imports close ©0 w, billion
worth of grain and other foodsuffs
every year, People ae il going
hungry because there is not
enough food in many areas where
itis most nceded, because people
don’t have the money to buy it
with, or due to transporation
and distribution problems.

‘What's missing isa synergy
between government, NGOsand
private institutions to createan
enablingenvironment o increase
food security,”says Tek Bahadur
“Thapa, regional director of the
Department of Agriculture for the
Central egion. “Now, the security
situation has made matters worse.”

“The conflict hasalready affected
food flights o the mid and far-
western mountins, Last month, the
UN's World Food Program (WFP)
suspended itsfood for work
projectsnJajarkorand Mugu afer

il hgedepu(s in Mug\l lastyear
owingto the security situation.
Remoteand arid Muguisa food

deficitarea at the best of times, and
thissuspension hasaffected ac lcase
5,000 residents. “Not a grain of rice
has been flown into the villages this
year,” says Mugu MP Chandra
Bahadur Shahi. “But the numberof
consumers has gone up—police,
sccurity forces,the Maoists.”

“The district’s quota of 3,000
quintals ofrice has been delvered
o the district headquarters, but
since thrce bridges connecting the
villages o the district headquarters
have been destroyed, peoplecan’t
collectrice—unless they swim or go
through Maoist-infested arcas.
“People are foraging for rootsand
tubers,” says Shahi.

Itis difficult to obain an
accurate picture of the statc of
agriculture in no-go Maoist-
affected areas. “One does hear of
the Maoists carrying out coopera-

fallow fields in the mid-west.

tive farmingin their strongholds,
but everyone is oo busy fighting
o tend to farms,” says Tulsi
Gautam of the Agriculture
Department Market Develop-
ment Directorate

Even so, there are somein
government who do not com-
plecely agree with the FAO's
projections. “The FAO doesn’t
take into account Nepal's food
habits and consumption, the
indigenous varicries of food, and
local preferences,” says one
official who did nor want to be
named. “You can’t base a report
on ice, maize and wheat alone.”

In general, Nepal's food grain
production has been increasing in
recentyears, thanks to good
monsoons and improved services.
But food production is not
kecping pace with the increasc in
population. Between 1990-2000,
Nepal produced more rice, wheat,
maizeand millet. But barley
production has fallen every year
since 1995. For many mountain
communitis, increased rice
production doesn’t really matter,
barley s their staple.

Jivan Bahadur Shahi, chair-
man of the Humla DDC, says the
focus should now be on promor-
ing indigenous cereals such as
barley and millet, and encourag-
ing crops like potaro, pulsesand
vegetables, for their nutritional

value and o enhance farmer
income. “We ger technicians who
are knowledgeable about rice, but
don’t have an inkling about
buckwheat or barley. I've often
told planners, give us water, good
irtigation systems, not rice.

Shahiis oprimistic thaa road
being builtin Humla, under the
WEP's Food for Work Project,
willallow villagers to exchange
local produce like apples, walnuts
and medicinal plants for ice from
the plains.

Teis clear that although the
sccurity ituation has made the
food situation worse, even if the
conflictwinds down, the struc-
tral problems with Nepali
agriculture will persist. Nepali
farmers are already hure by their
inabiliy o compete with the
cconomy of scale of Indian
products. The open border has
allowed a backlog of cheaper Indian
tice to enter Nepal. “We haven't
reached our production potential,”
says Thapa. “But even ifwe
increased the yicld, where dowe
storeit, how do we distributci,
how do we marketit. We don't
have these mechanismsin place.”

Someyearsago, the government

ned

Minister-turned-Maoist

Vet another former minister has surrendered to the adm\msﬂallun “HS
time on charges of being a Maoist leader. On 7 May Govinda Nath
Upreti surrendered to the Kavre District Administration Office after
appearing on a fresh list of Maoist leaders wanted by the security
forces. Upreti drove alone in his private car to reach the Kavre
headquarters in Dhulikhel, and was not stopped even once by the
security personnel guarding the highway. The district administration
has taken him into custody for further interrogation.

Trying to climb high

Desperate to attract more mountaineers, such as those now choosing
to climb in Pakistan, where the fees are cheaper and there are no
Maoists, the government has

made changes in the royalty

structures and simplified the

procedure for obtaining permis-

sion to climb big mountains. The

new regulation has reduced the

royalty to $25,000 for a team of

under seven members from the

previous $70,000. They've also

annulled the provision which required that foreign climbers had to be
recommended by their national alpine clubs or embassies. The new
rules also say that mountaineering activities will be allowed throughout
the year.

The regulations also display a new sensitivity towards Nepali who
‘work on expeditions. Youth under 16 will not be allowed to climb, and
all support staff on expeditions will have to be provided accident
insurance. Finally, in response to numerous complaints, the govern-
ment-designated liaison officers will no longer be required to accom-
pany expedition teams up to base camps and will have their allow-
ances cancelled should they stop working with an expedition.

The National Plannmg Commission i reconsidering the implementation

he | and D Programme (ISDP) in
districts affected by the insurgency. The NPC is awaiting assurance
from the Royal Nepal Army that the security situation is stable
enough for the development package to be implemented in the 13
worst affected districts. During his appearance at the parliamen-
tary committee for state affairs earlier this month Chief of Army
Staff Prajwalla Sumshere Rana requested the quick implementation
of the ISDP.

Th

Banghadesh,
in the hope that it would get
support foralong-term agriculture
plan from the ADB. Before that
could beimplemented properly, the
government reversed is decision.

"The ADB-backed 20 year
Agriculture Perspective Plan hopes
toimprove iigation, fertliscr,
marketsand roads and targetsa five
percent growth in agriculure,
Targely cercal. It hopes this will
reduuce poverty to 14 percent, and
narrow the regional imbalances in
food avalabiliy.

Bu chis appears unlikely. Last
year, the agriculture sector saw a
growth rate of 4.33 percent. This
yearit has dropped to 1.71
percent. Wha is now clear is that
even ifthe food distriburion
channelsare clear, there won't be
cnough ro distributc. ¢

g had selected Gorkha, Rolpa, Rukum, Salyan,
Jajarkot, Kalikot and Pyuthan for first phase of the ISDP, butimplemen-
tation was suspended following the declaration of the state of
emergency in November. The programme was implemented in Gorkha.
on atrial basis one year ago.

Finally, some good news

Nepa\ has done weH ln recent yeavs m lhe areas 07 cmld survwval
family planning and fertiity, said USAID director Rebecca Rohrer at the
launch of the 2001 Nepal Demographic and Health Survey. The survey
reveals a marked reduction in the average number of children born to a
Nepali woman. The decrease, 0.9 less than the five 15 years ago,
represents a nearly 20 percent drop in fertility. The main factor
contributing to the decline is a doubling in contraceptive use among
non-pregnant women between the ages of 15-49, up to 39 percent
from just 15 percent in the late 1980s.

Infant mortality rate has also come down significantly—from 103 to
64 deaths per 1,000 live births. This goes together with advances in
health care. Five years ago, just over one in three children were fully
immunised, today 60 percent are. Vitamin A supplementation now
covers 81 percent of the under five children.

Butit s still probably too early for celebrations. There are other
problems in our health sector that could easily drag us back—87
percent of deliveries take place in the absence of trained birth attend-
ants, and less than half of all women are immunised against tetanus.
Over half of all Nepali children are shorter than the normal height-for-
age, and a fifth are severely malnourished, says the survey carried
out by New ERA for the Family Health Division of the Ministry of
Health.

Atthe same gathering Health Minister Sharat Singh Bhandary said
the figures would be taken seriously and promised the following: a
gender sensitive approach to health care delivery, decentralisation of
public health service facilities, and increased participation of communi-
ties, local governments and private sector to improve the overall health
scenario in Nepal. If only it were that easy.

d tores. Thishas
deprived the poorest of the poor in
the poorest districts in the country
from vital food supply. The WFP
sayssome 15,000 people are
dirclyaffcted.
“Theimplications are most
unfortunate,” says Basant Raj
Gautam, program manager of the
Rural Communiy Infasiuctre
inistry of Local

phone-in program needs a version in Nepali and it needs to be broad
nation-wideas the people ofthis finc, troubled land have their say.

By the way, Professor Marksand Ursula from Rhode Island both speak
fluent Nepaliand are more than willing toshare their opinions with
peoplehere,

(www.npr.org, Talk of the Nation Programme, 29 April 2002)

Devclopment. “In Jajarkor, at least
10,000 people have lost their
source of food for 60-90 days. And
dhisisa time when thereis nothing
oo inginth elds”

Letter and Memo Writing

ELD woRrksHOPS

Presentation Skills and Public Speaking

[Negotiation Skills and Conflict Resolution

Telephone Skills, Welcoming Visitors, Dealing
with Enquiries & Handling Complaints

Details at: wwiw.eld.org uk or from eld@wlink.com.np
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JEWHERE IN NEPAL

Gy coders oy orcign
interference”, “Poliy
capable of accommo-

datingall’, “Joint action urged to

tide over cconomic woes”.

Newspaper headlines mirror the

magnitude of the nation’s

political and economic turmoil.

Commentators call on forces

within the political system and

outside to sort our cheir differ-
encesinternally. There is growing
apprchension that decpening
domestic differences would give
foreign hands wider legroom

in Nepal.

Amid such a tense atmosphere
in January 1990 a communist-

socialist brigade arrved from New

Delhi to addressa political
conference in the centre of
Kathmandu. The moral support
Indian politicalleaders from
across the spectrum extended to
Nepal's banned political parties
infuriated the panchayat govern-
ment, already recling from New
Delhi’s virtual trade and transic
embargo. Nepalis, fed up with

Foreign hands

As long as we retain our capacity to rail against foreign
meddling, the outlook for the nation remains bright.
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ticity. Even the most dic-hard
defenders of the panchayat system
acknowledged that Nepalis were
desperate for democratic change.
What troubled many was the
eturn on investment some

the inherent character of the
changes of 1951. The closed
nature of the panchayat system
granted its diplomats greater
room for manocuvre, The
Kalapani controversy and the
sceret 1965 accord with India
governingarms purchases
puncrured the myth of the
panchas’ unwavering patriotism
an entire generation of Nepalis
were raised on.

Buta fairer debate would
have to probe how the with-
drawal of Indian military check-
poines bolstered the palace-driven
offensive to assert Nepal's
independent identity. It s casy to

decades of enforced silence and
‘months of economic hardship, had

foreign benefactors might
emand.

o time for the patriotic pleas
cmanating from the offcal media.
Ina matter of weeks, the

400,000 foot soldiers the
partylesssystem bragged about
disappeared withouta wace. The
term “people’s representatives”
suddenly carried a ring of authen-

Twelve years later, the
greatest bencficiaries from the
Chaksibari conclave are rasing
the loudest voices against external
intervention. Those who consider
foreign policy as war begun by
other means concede that nations
have to maingain an arsenal that

includes everything between
political words that injure and
cconomic policies thar cripple the
adversary.

True, the Ranas were tricked
into signing the 1950 peace and
friendship treaty through false
promiscs of political protection.
Butyou can't blame India for
completinga diplomatic assign-
ment with such flourish. I Nepali
politicians in the 1950s felc
compelled to publicly express
their gratitude to every official
visitor from actoss the southern
border, they were only reflecting

denigrate Nepali nationalism asa
direct manifestation of anti-
Indianism. But when you starc
detecting varying hues of a
purported persccution complexin
the other five nations of South
Asia, there s a nced for a more
exhaustive evaluation. (1 often
wonder, though, how the nation-
alism debate would have been
framed if we had an open border
on the north and all of ourrivers
flowed in that direction.)

ics of forcign interference
today overlook how drastically
the rules have changed since

1990. Many who rejoiced ac
Augusto Pinocher's detention in
Britain on a Spanish warrant for
the killing spre he presided over
as president of Chile several years
carlier missed the finer points of
the internationalisation of
sovereignty. After 11 September,
2001, poverty-induced resent-
ment has been designated a vital
threat to affluent socictics. US
President George W Bush’s new
approach to forcign aid has made
adirect connection between
poverty and terrorism. (Consider-
ing that last falls actacks were led
by multimillionaire Osama bin
Laden and carried out by people
of privilege, however, this premise
might need furcher testing). The
right to sclf-defence from shad-
owy non-state partics has
redefined the approach o
democracy, human rights and
non-interference. How could one
of the poorest countrics of the
world not have becomea play-
ground for external clements?

In modern times, forcign
troops have entered a country
cither looking for those who
invited them or have ended up as
permanent guests. The peace that
follows the thuds of forcign

by PUSKAR BHUSAI

jackboors cannor be placid. Butif
external miliary supporcis what
you need to regain normalcy, its
probably nota bad idea to involve
more than one country. The
experience of Lebanon, which has
more faullines than Afghanistan,
could prove instructive to Nepalis.

Ourlegislators complain that
forcign military adviscrsare being
allowed inco places like Rolpa
and Gorkha thatare off limits to
Nepalis. I¢'s probably meaningless
to argue that aliens wouldn't have
descended on the Maoist front
lines if our MPs had spent more
time in their own constituencics.
So we have to look at the bright
side. As long as we retain our
capacity to rail against forcign
meddling, the outlook for the
nacion will emain good. In the
meantime, we probably should try
toward offexternal hazards
where we can. A new study has
found that soiled Indian
banknotes circulating in northern
India could spread chronic
onsillts, pncumonia and
tuberculosis. Don't you thinkit's
time our government required
shopowners and cabdrivers to
return the change in Nepali
currency? ¢

TEACHERS WANTED!

KATHMANDU INTERNATIONAL STUDY CENTRE

We are looking for full-time teachers of:
French (11-18year olds) including IGCSE and AS level
English (11-18years olds) including IGCSE and AS level

Initially these posts are only available from
August 5, 2002 — Sept. 27, 2002

Minimum Requirements
«  Appropriate teaching qualification
o Experience of teaching in English medium to an
international curriculum.

Send C.V. and letter of appllcanon by
May 17 2002 to!

The Principal
Kathmandu International Study Centre
PO Box 126, Kathmandu
Buddha Nagar, Naya Baneshwor
Email: admin@kisc.edu.np
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out how to deal with one of its largest, most obvious problems—air

pollution. The city would get a modern public transport system that
would decrease pollution, and also be safer and more comfortable
Valley residents happily leapt on to the microbuses and the three-wheel
battery-run electric vehicles (EV) and welcomed the banishment of the
diesel engine three wheelers, among the worst polluters.

In 1998, when the electric tempos first came to Kathmandu, there
were only ten. Today, there are 600. But almost a decade after the
Global Research Institute designed an EV suited to Nepal's roads, the
industry is stil struggling. With this kind of early-mover advantage and
the new regulations Kathmandu should have been the EV capital of the
world, and other cities in the country should have also adopted the
system, The failure of the indusiry to grow s a classic case of how the
inabilty of the government to implement its own policies, and the
internal wranglings of the private sector, can sour the bright prospects of a
timely idea.

The EV is internationally recognised as the least polluting of all
modes of transportation. Its speed and range-of-travel restrictions don't
matter in Kathmandu, given the relatively small size of the city and the
slowness of its traffic. EV's run on rechargeable electric batteries, which
means that the industry, with its over 600 vehicles, is potentially an
excellent customer for the Nepal Electricity Authority (NEA) during off-
peak hours,

When the pollution row was at its height, the government was forced to
give customs and tax breaks to importers of EVs. It did that, but very little
else. More than 600 electric tempos, each of which has batteries that
need to be charged for up to eight hours every 130 km, only have 36
recharging stations. Constantly changing traffic regulations and enforce-
ment left to the whims of individual traffic policemen mean that there is
no parking space for the tempos in the city, except outside the RNAC
building. As a result, the 16 routes the EVs now ply could be reduced,
as the vehicles are forced to keep to just inside the Ring Road, and
beyond it

Bimal Aryal of Martin Chautari, one of the main advocates for the
bringing more EVs into the city, says he isn't surprised things have come
tothis pass. “The government does not show any special concern towards
the development of this potentially enormous industry. We have been
trying very hard to show the comparative advantages of not just encourag-
ing this sector but also investing in it and yet the government gives a
blind eye,” he says. Ashok Pandey of the Nepal Electric Vehicle
(NEVI) has another complaint, "Why can't the government have one
policy. They seem supportive, but then the Finance Ministry imposes
new taxes every year.”

The private sector hasn't exactly displayed entrepreneurship or vision
either. The recent shortage of batteries and deterioration in their quality,

l ust over a year ago it seemed as if Kathmandu had finally figured

on emp

discouraged many EV owners from further investment. This in turn was a
disincentive for manufacturers to pay attention to research and develop-
ment. Most industry insiders say that all of this could be taken care of if
there were appropriate regulations in place. “But for that," says Hridaya
Narayan Manandhar president of Nepal Electric Vehicle Charging
Association NEVCA as well as the Electric Vehicle Association of Nepal,
the umbrella organisation, “we need to lobby with the government, and
you can't do that if you aren' financially strong. We aren't in that
position yet."

Both sides want the other party to break the deadlock. While they wait,
Valley residents are slowly bidding goodbye to the idea of a modern city
centre with cleaner air. 4
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UML’s prescription

United Mandst-Leninist econor is week revealed their cure for Nepal's budget blues, stressing that
government should not e recurrent expenses cross Rs 52 billon. “We cannot let expenses gallop ahead in the
name of security,” Bharat Mohan Adhikary told reporters. “There's also reconstruction to think about.” For the
time being, the UML wants government to show that it is serious by reducing its oversized cabinet, curtailing
foreign junkets of ministers and public officials, and even lowering salaries of ministers, MPs and public
employees. Government estimates that economic growth this year may be around one percent, forcing it to
borrow heavily just to meet the recurrent spending.

Terrorists scare away tourists

gloom and doom in the tourism industry is geting gloomier. Tourist arrivals continued to dip in April and
unlike in past years, the Nepal Tourism Board's numbers now show just how badly Indian arrivals have plum-
meted. Overall arrivals were down by 46 percent by end- April, which included a 35 percent drop in Indian
tourists and a 49 percent dive i the arivals of non-Indians. April, mared by the five-day Maost strike, saw
artivals drop by 49 percent. Arivals from the main markets—the US, the UK, Japan and France—are already
down by about 50 percent on average. The Japanese seem to be the bravest, their arrivals have fallen least
steeply, “only” by 34 percent.

Railroad talks

Offcials from Nepal and India met 1 May to alk abou a long-overdue rai agreement, but faled fo ind a way
1o get the railink between Raxaul and the new Iland Container Depot at Birgan operational. The ICD at
Birganj, bt with a World Bank loan, was completed early last year, but Nepal has been unable to use the
facilty due to delays in geting the rail agreement finalised. The two sides decided to keep talking

CNI chair

The Confederation of Nepalese Industries (CNI}—a group which claims to champion the cause of “real"
investors—announced its formalisation last week. Binod K Chaudhary chairs the group, whose member-
secretary is Vijaya Shah.
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One-year-olds

Instrance Company (NLIC) entered is secon

lepal ear last week and i sel
B\ramagar Birganj, Pokhara, Nepalganj and Butwal. NLIC says it has enlisted 8,600 customers, who've paid up
over Rs 72.5 milion in premiums. The value of the policies sold in the first year adds up to over Rs 1.25

second drnk iffculded wih te slaffsuuoncd sounds.But doesthe NTBever
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billion. The New Business Age, also completed its first year of operations last week, after spliting from the

parent magazine that publishes without the “New" prefix.

Twwsyllahle noodle names aren't exhausted yet. A Pokhara-based company last week
faunched Jo-Jo, the latest Ramen brand. Jo-Jo claims it is manufactured by a Nepali-
made manufacturing unit crated by sister-concern Pokhara Machine Tools. This is
one of the companies owned and run by Hari Prasad Pandey the “Gandhian
communist” who made headiines last week by courting arrest for bribery (see “Mea
Culpa,” #92).

Kathmandu® onatravel websice, the
onlyoprion thatwillshowupis Thai.
Peopleare busy, thir lves un o
perfecy calibrated schedules. They
need morcoprions toseriously
consider Nepalas holiday spor.
Barring places suchas Patagonia, the
credibliy of a destination dependson
thecredibiliy ofthe carrier chat fly
there, With Singapore Alines lghts
goneindefinitely, Nepa

broughtthings o poinc where
ariersare criously wondering

INTERVIEW

“The only way to survive in business
is by being ethical.”

Sulochana Shah, a trained mathematician, owns
and runs Formation Carpet, a successful
exporting venture. Shah is also general N

secretary of Rugmark Intermationl, wi
campaigns for good business/ production
practices. Nepali Times spoke with Shah on her
business values and the state of the industry.

Nepali Times: Is today’s carpet industry different than what it was about a
decade ago?

Sulochana Shah: Earlier people were not concerned about the work
surroundings, environment or child labour issues. Now they've realised that
social responsibilty is something that businesses have to be concerned
about. When we started out with Formation, we pegged our per square
meter rates payment to the cost of living index. We paid more than what
others were. | learned a lot during the first ten months. We also introduced
health insurance and made it mandatory for younger children of workers to
be in kindergarten and older ones to go to school.

Business wise, the early days must have been much betterO

Though there were ups and downs, our company kept growing. 1999/2000
wasa ar for s closing, we did well, |
believed in the quality of our work, and our customers. My customers are
my partners | don'ttake them as just buyers. | always tell our workers that |
am not their employer, the customers are. | am just a manager between
them. It took ten years, but | have achieved a lot and my different ways of

=

doing business have abviously made a difference. Today we have almost
300 workers employed in four factories. Now | am also actively involved with
Rugmark.

Whatis Rugmark?
Rugmark is an international trademark registered in Madrid. It certfies that
a carpet is made without using child labour. There are six board members
representing the producing and importing countries. At the moment, the
importing countres are the US, the UK and Germany, and others are in the
process of coming in. The exporting countries are India, Pakistan and
Nepal. | am also general secretary of Rugmark Intemational.

Are the changes taking place in the industry helping some bring some
sort of arevival?

It will certainly come back to life, but not with the approach the industry
had before. People are more conscious about quality now, and I'm happy
about that. In the past there were hardly any carpet industries that had day-
care centres. We had one in our second year. Today, according to
Rugmark, there are at least 15 different companies that have day-care
facilities for workers’ children. You have to share your income with your
workers, you have to be ethical, to survive.

How has Rugmark helped the industry in Nepal?
Rugmark Iternational has certfied about 400 carpet factories in Nepal,
which means they don'tuse child labour. Rugmark has helped put a stop to
this to some extent. More than fity percent of carpet factories in Nepal
don'tuse child labour, but there are stll some who want no part of this.
These are days when even businesses have to help in the overall develop-
ment of social rights by running ethicall, by respecting human righs,
labour rights, and the environmental impacts. [ve practised corporate
social hilosophy since | stated this business. Now it slowly catching on
in the industry. Those who incorporate similar approaches wil survive.

What can government do to help the industry?
The government should be very particular when registering factories. The
government or the Federation of Nepalese Chambers of Commerce and
Industries (FNCCI) should continuously analyse the world markets. Eighty
percent of our product goes to Germany, but if we send twice their demand,
how can they consume it? The Nepali mentality is to copy whatever is
successful. The carpet crisis didn't happen only because of child labour
but due to over-production. The government should be strong in enforce-
ment and continuously monitor markets. When the world is talking about

labour rights, child labour and the environment we cannot afford to
neglect them.

What else do you do?
We registered Lotus Holdings in 1998. We started by investing in
companies that were weak financially, and helped in their management.
Our first investment was in Lotus Papercraft, We invested 50 percent, so
we wouldn't dominate the business. We work in tourism, agriculture,
education, power and infrastructure development. We haven't been able
to invest in all areas, but we will soon. We are trying to form a develop-
ment policy the private way. The dividends, when they come, won't be
much. But we don't give up. We pick investments if they follow rules and
regulations, have proper documentation, etc. We have 12 people in
Everest net, which we've invested the most in, six are MBAs, smart, young
and creative. You have to create a new system. We are very ambitious,
we have a thousand dreams at least we'll realise a hundred,
Youire an academic now doing business. How did this happen?
1 got two Master's degrees in mathematics, from TU and from Germany,
in 1971. My husband and | studied and worked there until we met some
high-profile Nepalis who asked us to come back and work for the Royal
Nepal Academy of Science and Technology (RONAST). We came back
and started working at RONAST but soon found that people were
unwilling to accept our new ideas. RONAST had the cream of the
country—the medical doctors, the PhD's, the engineers—but they didn't
care about Nepal. That hasn't changed. It was frustrating, and aiter three
years | quit

In 1987 | started working with the Organisation for Participatory
Development, but on a voluntary basis, as I'd just started my mushroom
farm with a small loan from the Agricultural Development Bank. The
NGO sector was equally frusirating. Some years later, a German friend
asked i | wanted to start a carpet business. The industry was facing a lot
of problems with child labour then. My mushroom farm was doing wel,
but still in 1991 we started Formation Carpet. The idea was that my
German friend would do the marketing and | would oversee production
How difficult was it get into a business with already a bad name in the
market?
Carpets were the biggest source of export income for the government. |
took the bad reputation as a challenge. We started with Rs 500,000 and
five workers. The crisis had already started and | wanted to save the
industry.
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JANAKI GURUNG
903, a time for intrigueand
explorers. Francis
Younghusband, n his
obsessive quest for Tiber,

makes the journey from Darjecling

into Sikkim, dressed in Marching

Orders: “breeches, giters, brown

boots, flanndl shirt, khaki coarand

foragecap”.

Justto get o Rangpo, nowa
bustling it border town betvween
West Bengal and Sikkim that docsa
thriving trade n cheap petrol and
cheaperbooze, he mustcross the

orchids. Further ch s his

plenty of Jareas that

in the Sikkis ital in the form

ofthe Chogyalsrilantand
beautiful second wife, Yeshe
Dolma, “an uncommonly slimlicde
thing”. Younghusband, who was,
afieralla bit of a lunatic about
“Tiber, steeled his heart against her
alluring waysand moved up tovards
Nathu Ls, one ofthe two main
passes o Tibet, now more notable
for its connection with the 1967
warberween Chinaand India, than
a524,392 m high hiccup on the old
LhasrKalimpong rade oure

Id make that

Teestabya
suspension brideand ke hisny
through the dense foress of the
Eastern Himalayan foothils,all che
while worryingabout “ahaunting
suspicion of fever”.

Hearrivesin Gangrok three
days later,crossinga cantilever
bridgeand cutting throtigh bamboo
and clephant creepers, enchanted
by the sight of untold varietes of

journey infour hours by ar today.
Come 2005, hecould even land in
Pakyong, 35 km south-castof
Gangrok, on board a regular light.
‘The overwhelmingamy presencein
Sikkim, partcularly s you go up
north towards the popular tourist
site of Yumehang, isalile
disconcertng (though no more than
inour own capital), and there are

kin
wiplcate than you'd imagine, but
anairport here will lmostinevita-
bly resultina real boom in tourism.
Bhutanis expensive, and as for
Nl el astmonth n Gangrok

rest of the world in the rather
ugly form of Sliguri—the
National Highway 314,a
splendid effort by the ubiquitous
Border Roads Organisation.

“The roads built by the BRO
are superb all the way up to
Nathu La, but the real charm of
the route lies in the organisation’s
adventurous forays into the
English language. Thereare
slogans plastered every couple of
metresalong the highway. (Eg:

“Better latc than late)

“Theairport islitcle more than
aclearing just over some 100 m
sq right now, and standing on the
ourskires of Pakyong, a pleasanc-
looking large, green village, it
docsn'tscem possible that an
aitplane could ever land here. The
runway will be 1,600 m long and
can accommodate a 50-scater
ATR72. Theairport, which is to
handle as many as 100 passengers
atatime, will llow goods and
passengers to travel faster, in
highervolume, and more reliably.

But talk to young Sikkimese,
especially in Gangrok, and you
realise that for them the airport is
about more than makin
moolsh—ic's about finally, over
25 years after being incorporated
into the Indian Union, beinga
real parc of the country. Enough,
they say, of being some cxotic
outpost, cven if Sikkim is known
for producingan international-
standard footballer, Bhaichung
Bhutia, and possibly the most
urbane villain everin Bollywood,
the brewer of Dansberg beer,
Danny Denzongpa, evenifthe
state’s own tourism board doesn’t
hesitace in still calling it a
kingdom (as n flower kingdom).

“This, aftcrall, is a state that
has n two successive elections
voted to power Pavan Chamling,
aman with a couple of pet
peeves, Cut through all the
mandatory noises about defence
and forcign hands, and ignore for
amoment his real passion for
what he calls “radical humanism”.

we met. ch

tourist who'd cancelled a planned
trip here in light of their embas-
sy's ravel warning, and gone
instead to Sikkim.

For the wealthy—or desper-
ate—a four-seater chopper
already flies once a day between
Gangrok and Bagdogra, an airport
with connections to Calcutta and
Delhi. Bagdogra will mean a
many-fold increasc in Sikkim'’s
ouriscarrivals, which currently
stand at 30-50,000 foreign and
300,000 domestic tourists
annually, and rising by something
like 20 percent every year. There
is only one dircer, open surface
route between Sikkim and the

(See also “India is integrating with
Sikkim, and not the other way
around,” #89.) You hear him loud
and clear. Firse, he points to that
falsctco line n the Indian national
anthem that gocs “Puniab, Sindh,
Gujarat, Maratha,” and says with
thewild-cyed conviction ofa man
who knows heis dltingat wind-
mills: “Itisa matcer of great offence
that Sindh, which isan fnalicnable
parcofanother country, is men-
tioned in our nationalanthem,” He
believesit should be replaced with
Sikkim, He has another, more
modestsuggestion. Atlcast alter the
Indian rallying cry of *Kashmir to
Kanyakumari” to “Kashmir to
Kanyakumari to Kangchenjunga.”

» Drive up to the stunning, mirror-like Tsomgo Lake at 3,780 m and
three hours from Gangtok, get yourself photographed in Tibetan
dress atop a yak sporting a carpet that says, to make certain you are
absolutely sure: “Welcome to Tsomgo™. Marvel at the fact that
electricity is taken for granted even at this height, and that a light
‘switch can turn on more than just one 10 W bulb.

> Drive further up to a curious little shrine a little lower than Nathu
La, dedicated to one Harbhajan Singh, in life army man, in death baba.
Ignore the rabble and imagine not Younghusband in 1903, but
thousands of Tibetans arriving everyday across one of the passes
visible from this road in 1959. Some Tibetans who live in Sikkim say
the route is still used by people fleeing the Tibetan Autonomous
Region.

»Ifyou really, really want to, get permission in Gangtok and drive
up five hours to the border at Nathu La. But if it has rained in recent
days lower down, be sure to hire a vehicle with snow-chains, or the
persnickety Sikh army men will tell you, with a crinkle of their
sunburnt faces and a twirl of their moustachios, that they can't allow
you up for fear you'll be stuck there and they'll have to carry out yet
another rescue. Once on the pass, possibly the most amusement is
derived from the sight of dazed-looking Indian tourists, mostly
Bengali, who can't believe they are at the border with China. And
that they have just shaken hands with a member of the People’s
Liberation Army. Too thrilling for words.

> Notice that on this drive, as on any going north in Sikkim, as the
vegetation changes from subtropical bamboo to alpine rhododendron
and then grasslands, so too do the composition of the scattered
buildings and the population. Huts with the regulation filthy snot-
nosed children playing outside give way to brilliantly-painted,
aluminium-roofed army barracks with the boys in green industriously
parading, fixing the water pipes that clog up every night, playing
volleyball o, if you are a woman, dropping everything to ogle you
with undisguised longing.

P Alternatively, you can drive half-an-hour from Gangtok to any
number of wonderful vantage points such as Ganesh Tok in the
morning for breathtaking views of Kangchenjunga. A 13-day
Kangchenjunga trek would be well worth your while, shorter than on
the Nepali side and by all accounts, Maobadi-free. So would a slightly
longer trek along the Singalila ridge that separates Sikkim from Nepal.
The latter takes you through rhododendron forests and past water-
falls and mountain lakes, and offers view of everything from Everest
to Chomolhari, ending right across from Kangchenjunga.

> Atripto Yumthang, at 3,782 m in northern Sikkim, requires
dedication and patience, but any travel agent in Gangtok can arrange
atrip to this place of green, flower-carpeted meadows with yaks
everywhere and snow peaks strutting their stuff. En route to
‘Yumthang is Kabi Longsok, where Sikkimese history began in the 13"
century when the Lepcha and Tibetan chiefs signed a treaty of
brotherhood,

> Imagining the intrigues at the Rumtek Monastery is another
worthwhile exercise, especially when every third person gives you a
different number of competing Karmapas and feeds you stories of
thousand-car-long processions in favour of the Sherpa Karmapa. Or
something like that—there are far too many stories. For other, more
spiritual experiences, there are any number of monasteries, some
very old and venerable indeed— Phodong Monastery is supposed to
have been blessed by the Guru Rinpoche and Tashiding was built
backin 1717. Pemagyantse is devoted to the Nyingmapa order of
Tibetan Buddhism, the “red hat" sect founded by Padmasambhava.

» Drink Temi tea. Kilo for kilo, the highest grade of Sikkimese tea is
more expensive than Darjeeling. It is grown at a higher altitude and
on amuch smaller tea estate that only cultivates the Finest Tippy
Golden Flowery Orange Pekoe.

VABYHOVECYE NI

VAMVHOVACYE NI

Seven Years at a Glance

The last seven years have been good for Sikkim. This has been a time
of high achievement for the state that became part of the Indian Union in
1975. Following are some of the numerous strides the state has made in
the social, economic and environmental sphere:

The crime rate in Sikkim is the lowest in the country and the Union
Home Minister ikkim the most inthe
country.

The Sikkim Planning Commission has been constituted to give a new
lease of life to the planning process in the state.

The Sikkim Human Development Report 2001 and Sikkim: The
People’s Vision have been published

We have set a target to increase Sikkim's growth from 12 percent to
15 percent

Sikkim has been included in the North-eastern Council as its eighth
member.

Policies are in place to spend 70 percent of the total plan budget to
develop Sikkim.

Chief Minister Pawan Chamling was voted the Greenest Chief
Minister in India.

A new law is being enforced that requires all official papers and
documents to also st the mother's name.

Reservations for women have been introduced: 33 percent in
Panchayats and 30 percent in government jobs.

For the first time, 2 woman has been inducted into cabinet and the
SDF has appointed a woman member as Speaker of the State
Assembly, Zilla and

of different government undenakmgs

We have set a target to improve the literacy rate to 85 percent from

the present 70 percent during the Tenth Five-Year Plan.

The foundation stone for an airport was laid in Pakyong by Indian

Vice President Shri Krishna Kant in April 2002.

Scaling of Mt Kangchenjunga and seven other sacred peaks is

banned.

One tourist centre is being developed in each Gram Panchayat Unit

in the state.

To develop tourism in Sikkim, we have started consultation with
tional- and ional-level i nd

organisations.

Sikkim hosted the South Asian Conference on Eco-Tourism in
January, 2002.

The transport system has been modernised with the introduction of
ahelicopter service. Eight more helipads are under construction.
An MoU has been signed for a five-star hotel in the state.

Airstrips are being constructed.

Projects are underway for better connectivity in the state through
district and village roads.

The concept of a Model Village was developed and work started to
promote village tourism. These villages will have all moder ameni-
ties such as water, electricity, road links, CC footpath, PHSC,
school, VLW centre, VLO centre, cooperative societies, bookstall,
cafeteria, stockman centre.

Devolution of power—10 percent of the state’s annual plan budget
goes to the Panchayats.

The government has exempted people from paying tax on timber
from personal holdings.

Efforts are being made to exempt Sikkim from Direct Taxation Laws.
We have completed an economic survey of Sikkim and the Vikash
Patrika will start soon.

We have already decided to close down the Rathang-chu Hydro-
electric Project and set up a cultural spot there, considering the
religious importance of the place.

Rajya Van Samrakshan Evam Paryavaran Puraskar was constituted
to encourage preservation of nature.

For the first time, a Sikkimese has been appointed to the position of
Advocate General by the Sikkim Democratic Front government.
Sikkimese people have been appointed to constitutional positions
such as Ambassador.

Efforts are on to have Sikkim's Limbu and Tamang people included in
the list of Scheduled Tribes.

Equal respect and tradition for Sikkimese cultures and traditions.
Demands for the inclusion of Bhutia, Lepcha and Limbu languages in
the Eighth Schedule of the Indian Constitution.

Tamang, Gurung, Rai, Sherpa, Mangar, Newar and Sunuwar
languages have been recognised as state languages.
Arrangements have been made to teach Bhutia, Lepcha and Limboo
languages in all schools up to college level. Gurung, Tamang, Newar
and Sherpa are taught up to school level.

We have been successful in granting the status of Other Backward
Castes to Jogis, Thamis and Dewans.

10 percent of seats are reserved in higher education to the Chhetri,
Bahun and Newar communities, who are not included in the st of

Other Backward Castes.

Chief Minister Self-Employment Scheme launched: Three-year
interest-free loans and two-year interest-free loans will be given
tp educated unemployed women and men respecively, with up
1o Rs 100,000 for graduates and up to Rs 50,000 for class XII
pass.

Participatory democracy: strengthening the Panchayati Raj, to
decentralise power to the people.

To bring justice to poor people, Lok Adalats have been consti-
tuted in all nine subdivisions of Sikkim,

To simplify the justice system, the following courts have been
constituted:

Atrocity Court

Court of Human Rights

Family Court

Hindu Marriage Act Court

Consumers' Court

A Single Window System has been launched in the state
administration.

We have created a new Information Technology Department for
the state.

Sikkim has been a frontrunner in India in the field of telecommuni-
cation.

Forty information centres have been set up across the state.

We have prepared projects to give highest priority to Information
Technology.

We have launched a number of websites on Sikkim. (sikkim.nic.in,
www.sarkaritel.com/states/sikkim)

Free medical treatment and facilities to people and all government
employees.

Small Family Scheme has been introduced.

There has been an unprecedented increase in pay and salaries
of government employees under the Third Pay Commission.
Wages of labourers and Muster Roll employees have increased
by 100 percent.

Poor women labourers employed by different departments are
now entitled to get maternity allowance and maternity leave.
Milch cows, piglets nad quality seeds are distributed free of cost
to poor people to help them become self-sufficient.

Senior citizens travel free on buses.

Senior citizens who do not receive old age pension benefits are
given 10 kg of rice.

The government provides land to the landless and provides an
outright grant of Rs 20,000 to homeless people to assist them to
construct houses under the Rural Housing Scheme.

Subsidised rice is provided to poor people.

Poor farmers are exempted from paying toll tax for their products
brought to the bazaar for sale.

Rural households get 50 percent rebate on electricity.

The cooperative movement in the state has accelerated, to
observe 2002 as “Cooperative Year'. An Apex Cooperative Bank
has been established.

All children are vaccinated against Hepatitis B.

Children in schools receive a mid-day meal.

Education has been made free until the college level.

Textbooks and exercise books are being distributed free of cost
up to class XII.
School uniforms are distributed free of cost every year until
class V.
Compulsory computer education has been introduced in schools.
Environment education is helng munduced

g college, Il
have been estabhshed Eﬂans are hemg made to establish a
university in the state.
Study series for an authentic study and research into all spheres
of geography, history, culture, environment and society of Sikkim
have been set up.
The government has constituted various state awards carrying
Rs 100,000 each under categories such as literature, social
service, performing arts and sports.
We have accorded due recognition to our rituals of Dhami-
Jhankri, Bijuwa, Phendangba, Bhungthing, Janapa etc, based on
animistic tradiitions.
A gumpa and guesthouse have been constructed at Bodhgaya.
Work has begun on the installation of a huge statue of Guru
Rinpoche at Shamduptshe.
We have decided to install a 108 foot-high statue of Lord Shiva at
Solaphuk Dara, Namchi.
Work has begun on the construction of a ropeway at Gangtok,
from Deoralito Tashiling and Namchi to Samdupsi Dara.
The city bus service has been introduced as a cheaper means of
transport for the public in general

S0Z002RATET ON 0
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by JIM

Past imperfect

The US believes the Old World’s entrenched anti-

Semitism is showing once again

argets in his waragainst errorism,
madethings worse. Chris Patten, EU
commisioner forexternal affirs,
publicy denounced it, warning that
Washingron's unilateral instinctsand
milcary ambitions were misguided. T
donotsupportand-Americanism,”
id German Foreign MinisterJoschka
Fischerin February. “Butever with
allthe differences in sizeand weigh,
allance partersare notsavelte.” The
US decision o lap steep arifis on
imported European steel has been
another problem. The White
House’s efusal to denounce Sharon
ashe unleashed his acest milicary
offensive in March fuelled the fire.
Even before the Isacl offensive,
Washington Postcolumnist David
Broder, whosc opinions ofien define
conventional poliical wisdom here,
wrote from Paris har Europeans vre
ready o fight the ariffs and were
shocked by Bush's determination to
widen thewaron terorism o Irqand
beyond. Amid publicappels by
Eutopean eaders for Bush o reinin
Sharon, the EUb

Children by numbers

UNITED NATIONS - Special talks on the status and future of the
world's children began here Wednesday, having been postponed
following last September's terrorist attacks in the United States.
More than 350 child delegates from around the world began
discussing child rights and development Sunday, marking the first
gathering of children at the UN General Assembly. More than 70
heads of state and government attended the three-day session,
originally
scheduled.
Investments
in education
and health,
and their role
in contribut-
ing to global
peace and
stability, will
be the focus
of the UN
session, a
follow-up to the 1990 World Summit for Children.
According to official figures compiled by UN agencies:
o Infant and under-five mortality, which was to be reduced by
one-third under an action plan adopted at the 1990 summit, actually
has increased in 14 countries, nine of them in sub-Saharan Africa.
® Some 175 countries succeeded in eradicating polio by 2000 but
the disease remains endemic in 20 countries.
e Deaths from diarrhoea have gone down by 50 percent as
targeted; breast-feeding has gained in popularity after decades of
lecline.
Nevertheless, move than 10 million cruldren die every year of

uadesanctionsagainst the ewish state
and Germany, widely considered the
most pro-Iracl of EU countries,cut

WASHINGTON E icis Europs Tsraeli policies s hi d ! I offarms sales.
of sraels iveand ivated by anti- .“Weare  took power 16 monthsago. Anditis'tjus the neo-
National Frontleader Jean-Mariele ing pent-up icism, h ith the di risan Rght
Pen d-plce n th clease—swith Israel s the rg £ it threat, old tensions he  invokineth i
tound of French presidential elections  millennium-old urge that powerfully  US and Europe—parti mitism. Inan editorial entided “The
arefuellingani-European opinionon  infected and shaped European Gashington'sunilateralism— b Retunofan 1, the
theeve ofthe semi-annual US-EU history,” writes I . dt d New York Timesinsisted Isracl
summit here. Charles Krauth leading ¢ should not be above criticism but

he-wi d oursid ive cl h in Bush's first year in added: “Guilt over the Holocaust may
President George W Bush’s adminis Isracli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon's jected ‘be salved with the thought that Jews,
o haveseizdonle Pe'svicory ik Pary. Protocolon reducing greenhousegas  too, canactwith cruelry.” The

ialist Pri i ‘harge has also been used to emissions, withdrew from the Anti- Washington Posthas featured long

i led ic Missile Treaty, assailed ofh d

resungencein Europe,nd he Ol UN delgaionto]nin,thercfgee ] ] in Europeby ltalian
World's mor m}n ing p d dbyth cli ments, and refused to abide by the journalist Oriana Fallaci and German
Washington tol ded offensive. Itals intended Geneva C don inh journalist Heribert Prand, who wrote:
u\addre&smg(hekmell -Palestinian stiffen the administration’s resistance: al-Qaedaand T h y le believe th
conflict. Neo-cc irticu- wFi Bush’s “axis of evil” speech inlate  has been conquered, ‘the Jews’ can
larh i hepolidcal i ially the Middle East, that ~ January, in which he named Iraq, onceagain be held, powerfully, o

Iran, and North Korea s possible blame.” # (rs)

by JENNIFER BAUD!

Parachute journalists

stuff them in a duffel b fled his home in Afghanistan. Justa
few monthsago,Khan wasa sucesful businesmanin Kbl Heandis

wi d child, lived with two dozen of isrlaives Buc
xoonaﬂcrhtmclafomg\ i thewarin Afghanistan, Khar's ife
. Khan is not his real d i i hi

5
storyhavebeenomitedoprotet iy

A himat Khan only had time to grab two shire, two s of rousersand

They jump in, cover a story, and get
the hell out. What about their sources
who stay behind?

bl ; 150 million 100 million are

oul of school; 250 m\lhon work; and 600 million live in extreme:
poverty. Half a million children, more than the population of
Luxembourg, have died of AIDS. UN Secretary General Kofi Annan
said in a report: “The world has fallen short of achieving most of
the goals... largely because of insufficient investment.” By some:
estimates, meeting the goals set in 1990 would require some $70
billion per year in funding for health and education alone.

Advocacy groups like Human Rights Watch insist that the
Convention on the Rights of the Child, adopted unanimously by the
UN General Assembly in 1989, be taken as the basis for setting
goals. Unless children's rights are acknowledged and investments
in their welfare treated as a matter of rights, these groups have
said, governments’ commitments will remain weak. To date, 191
countries have ratified the Convention. The United States and
Somalia have yet to ratify it.(Ps)

The new economic giants

GENEVA Russ\a and the transition economies of as&em Eurupe
and Central Asia, former members of the now-defunct socialist
bloc, were among the world leaders in growth in 2001. The
economic growth of Eastern Europe and Central Asia surpassed
that of the rest of the countries belonging to the United Nations
Economic Commission for Europe (ECE), whose 55 members
include Western Europe, United States, Canada and Japan. ECE

t rigi said th
outcome in 2001 for the 27 ECE transition economies was
“surprisingly good", with an average growth of five percent.

But the top prize went to the group of countries that form part
of the Confederation of Independent States (CIS), created after
the dissolution of the Soviet Union in 1991. The overall gross
domestic product (GDP) increase of the CIS countries was 6.2
percent, and half of those economies experienced nearly nine
percent annual growth. Schmognerova highlighted the success of
Russia, “an engine of growth for the rest of the CIS countries.”
From 1999 to 2001, Russia's GDP climbed at an average annual
rate of 6.5 percent.

The ECE analysts attribute this strong performance to two
factors: the sharp depreciation of the rouble after 1998 and the
success of the energy sector, which benefited from favourable
market prices. But the report also recognises the merits of the
Russian authorities, who made “a considerable effort to accelerate
systemic transformation and market reforms.” (ps)

The US and war crimes
The United States renounced formal involvement in a treaty
creating the frst permanent international war crimes tribunal,

Latelastyer, . Walire "
hold of e th
bandoneal Qudshous Theywr e il h
‘names of a-Qued: rding o Wall Strect Having
such information the j list’s life at great risk, he quicklyleft the
counny: The porerfloc burwhatabout o inAfghanisan i homhe
natficrthe began
Khan's workplace, askir ions about hi K}un olleagu
told him. Newspaper eporsofhedicovery e mentoned his name but
him Khansuid.
Tt dlool : I days. Hesleptata
dﬂfmmlocanoncaclmlgn,un(llfmllv‘[I\ou@l\ednc\’erbeenawayfmmlm singled out could put thematrisk ofbeing watched, followed by police inteli-
famly bef Pakisan Wl Sreer  gence,orbeing detai trial. Th loscly !
dent Daniel Pearl was kids d and murdered. It's unclear urin said
hether ated. Pearls death sparked deal of deb: could s, whoin Id punih sking journaliss.
ahouzzhedangersofwork:ngmforewn journalist. Bmwhmbouuhmewhn The nmdav h d |’rcsscu:dhcrma
ith, foreign journalises? H ,
and what they write, put othersat risk? herpaper, wh.a. is uwn(dl'rvanuth Chincsepo mu.l Ity in Ml
Jacqueline Ann Surin, a Malaysian journali il English- b. The AP reporter

anguage daily in Malaysia,sid thatoverthe years fomgn ournaliss have
devcloped ancgarive reputation in her country. “Wecllthe ‘parachute
ourmaliss”shesaid.“They comein, and cither gt sh facual informacon
wongorclourthingsinavaythat sl insecte”

in didn'close her job, but che d

. ‘Some fntellgence] officeris going to havea

copyof this,and not the updated verion, and s oing to go into my fle.”
JoelSimon, depury recmrnftheCnmmln:tum(E(rJnurn:ll‘L&(CPJ) a

-Richard Prosper said this morning. President
Clinton signed the treaty in 2000 but Prosper said the US has no
intention of ratifying and now considers itself ‘no longer bound in
any way to its purpose and objective.” Democratic Senator Russ
Feingold, amember of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee,
said he was dismayed by the withdrawal from the treaty. “Beyond
doubt on the US justice and
accountability,” Feingold said, “these steps actually call into
question our country’s credibility in all multilateral endeavours.” The
US says it fears the court's potential impact on Americans abroad,
arguing that safeguards against politically motivated prosecutions
of US soldiers and officials are insufficient. Most of Washington's
major allies, including Canada and 14 of the 15 EU nations, have

justice. The

urin b last year, aﬁtr ve nl” l: dom group, said he didn’t think
leaders detained with , a group dak strike to his or her reporting instance slgned and ratified the 1998 treaty and are strong supporters of
protest the law thatall hd T d hard to d k h b beh paign for a codified system of i
tatement, il ) , able” Simon said. “I hink in most cases, sources understand dm dmgansu United States says it prefers to rely on ad hoc a(rangemems for
dincludi ikis Malaysia's how the 4" ¢ particular conflicts, such as the case-by-case tribunals created
iz & ith 1 hy. Th ked for Rwanda and Yugoslavia. (The Nation)
foreign 1 k organiser. Tobe  (Jennifer Bauduy is the associate editor at TomPaine.com)

STEVE MCCURRY

BANGKOK - Bumescopposiion
leader Aung San Suu Kyi's rlease:

her release,she said, “My relase
should not be looked atasa major

know how to describe what we feel,”

.
National League for Democracy

(NLD) that thejunta refused to turn
over power o despite s victory after

)y MARWAAN MACAN-MARKAR AND JOHANNA SON

Burmmese days

Aung San Suu Kyi is free. What are Burma’s chances?

added that the SPDC:

ceees coee
sidtha e theat

berrcdom may “vigerthepublic s slter, because e fistakof
thedays to

tocomeoutin |

the 1990 poll. “Weshall recommic ~ supporther.” e backin Burma.
ourscles oallowingall ofourcitzens “Thisisnot he fise e that the “Very fexpeoplein the opposi-
i dhelfeofour i havefreed Suu Kyi have rally considered " Than
X Herfirseconfine-  added. Hesuid that Suu Ky'ssccrer
torationaluni peaceand sablyof  menwas fom 198810 1995,buc  diloguewiththejunas omake
! Ilas th ; ircually room for estive-

her
read made public I e TheSPDCplcod  nesthatcpa b e o
through gove I herunderh i satepolicis. The
Colond Hla M in September he defied lackofdemoc-
Burd y thejna'sban on herleaving gy, heex edsume,oumﬂm
events—one thatmany Bumese Rangoon. Many i opbined.“The
I fesahead attached ro Suu Kyi'srelease, Sh apiraions.” Hessid
Kyi's releaseaddressethe thomny ssue dthatcoudmen knowSuuKyiwill
ufl\erfm:dom‘ butmanyare anyehing from ther being o theSPDC. Al inalsid v
quesionaf  dicusi hatal

democratic change. “Acthe very least

own freedom,
undervayburkeprserer.For
i

nfronting the ruli the

insance,

democraticopposicion ed by Davw
A Kyiand theeth

inthe process,that sheis Kyi'srelease dt
decd "TinMaung  andwhat dein th land]
Maung Than,a b Ik | herand beinstalled in Myanmar.”
i b h- Rangoon, und October Burma hasbeen ruled by the
cast Asian saidinan 2000 through the fforts of UN miliary for 40 years following a

interview at the sidelines of a confer-

specilenoy R.mh amall. On

Indeed, hisisa farcry from the
past when ey s s 0
ledge Suu Kyi and used to

coupin 1962. During this period
thecounty s ginod notoricy o
itsappalling

direction from nowon. But: shc smd

“The SPDC has shown little inclina-
. netheNLD

ref:r w© hcr as rhe wnfe o(h:r Bnmh
d

tha
is, nwamml “we Imk ﬁmmd w©

commence tsrightful role says

‘sStothard. “The
penms.onmm.mc”.mumhe eleconcadedar |nmanywavshe| milicary isnot going to make easy
died of cancer. “It'sasuccessin g upits grip on
fidence-buildi Althoughitsets both power asily.”
d Ik, theroad Kyaw Yin Hhing, also o ISEAS,
hacpeoplewho o “headwill notbecss smooth " e lomed

govtmn\cmdonomccd wbeputin
prison,” Than added. “Butone must

clear activistssay.
Thereareseveraisuesaparc
i hasthe

both thejuntaand Suu Kyi o finda
way togenuincly lkin away

said one exiled list,
housand. I

of 'seth

P
thatyield litde resulss. that

Mondayafier 19 monhsofhouse democracy. Forall newws, butwe
arestbreaks the politcal deadlock peoplein Burma o enjoy basic exile in Thailand. havetoaicand seewhatthistandates  unrestand esisance agans:the SuuKyihas “bccomc moreand more
between herand the milicaryjunta,  freedom—that would e the maj “Th 0. siid Dbt fthe sate—that be
butits realimpactin proddingthe  breakehrough.” Buacivistson Burma  movement, | Bangkokbased Alternative ASEAN \theNLDand sl\cv\Allgoforevoluuamrvclw\gc
dto democracy issues an 4 §uqun:ud mnhhedhyrhmngnf NemnrkonBurma(AI.TSFAY\l).“The R dissid rhcr =sald

remains up in theair. The release of i iewed by IPS say itisa i l ity b d ) 1t C tha tf i

Y b fidence-build Rangoon l'heSm(e dearthar Suu Kysrcleasemustbe—— Iefeouroft movement  are pethaps lookinginto
the 1990 national polls,does ot arlesschelpereamoreconducve  Peceand Developmene Councl i diions, and.t in Burmaand arelookis andlooking foragracef e 3

ily mean I i ke (SPDC),ast n  tob thealksfor  Kyiwill hisissue, specally  rather than holdi

urming place, “Noteverythingisokay, but for |ndxcarcd(harshecouldlrsumeher poliical d hepolitcal bhehisnorfllssd b indenitey: Kyaw i Hlingadded,

Inherfirse publicstatementafier  sur this isa new chapter. L don't her party,the pri 4. said Sothard, who deal withic. SuuKyionce  “Wejust have to be pacient.” # a2s)

A “whole” new people’s party

BEIJING — Newly-rich entrepreneurs, despised as exploiters for
much of China's communist era, have become the new role models
for the Communist Party which once defined itself as the “political
party of the proletariat.” Marking Labour Day on 1 May, China
canonised private entrepreneurs as ‘model workers’—an honour
reserved in the past for state sector workers. The All China Federa-
tion of Trade Unions awarded Labour Medals to four private
businessmen, and declared another 17 entrepre-
neurs in the north-western province of Shaanxi
“model workers". The move underscores the
Communist Party’s efforts to enlist
businesspeople as members. President Jiang
Zemin formally opened the party to private
entrepreneurs last July, acknowledging the
increasing role 1.5 million private firms are
playing in supporting the economy and absorb-
ing workers laid off from ailing state companies.
Jiang's Three Representatives theory, which
holds that the party must represent the foremost
production forces, the most advanced culture
and the broad interests of the masses, aims to
broaden the party’s base by transforming it into
a*party of the whole people”.

As it does so, the Communist Party is being
forced to compromise some core maxims of

oo communist ideology, including the “class
struggle” so beloved to Chairman Mao. A new.

official study made public in December unveiled a new class model
of China—with 10 classes instead of the orthodox three communist
classes of workers, farmers and intellectuals. Conducted by the
Chinese Academy of Social Sciences and supervised by academy
chief Li Tieying, also a member of the party Politburo, the study
openly admitted that class theories developed by Marx and Mao for
bygone eras were no longer applicable to China’s fast developing
society. (IPs)
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Harvesting death

Kanripur,7May
Guna Raj Luiel P
“Theydidn’c bury the bodies properly.” alocal from Thulo Sirubarisaid

hol ing with the stench of the decaying bodi

villagersbelong to nobody, they belong to whoever s in power. When the
governmentwasstrong, they [xlongcdmmdmdn Nepli Congesorto the

CPN-UML

underinfluence o the Maoist. To break the spell of M
parcicsthatar aboveground should ntensifytheir act

s those poliical

d theira v  villagers

dalready won the war,so they

acccpltd the Maoist leadership under pressureand fear sn'ti true that “cvery

exsperated. The wholearca
insurgents il inthe recent ightwith the ecuriyforces, s o for

Nepliwasa Pancha, and ever

y Panchavwasa Nepali”whi

called, but where can I go taking that. You knowwwell how
Sha: Yes, what happened: What o do? You have o check, right?
Adhikari: The fils with the miniscr,

Shah: Whar?
Adhikari: 1h

dy told him that I don’ck iything about satellit

Shah: Really,then why are you n thatoffce?
Adhikai Am a ommunicions xperto knov mmhmg; CanShah

(in journalism) just by

vasinplace Tnstadof

nmm\nh)"‘ h s of he

g theirvillage. The idhe'd
heard aboutourarrival and wanted to mect us,
hlo St has beendeseredsincesi esidents vereKiledina rcene
e vilages d
ity forceschim o kil croriss, but
localsare nor convinced. Theyare ot readyma:oepr thartheir nighboursvere
everinvolved in terrorist activities.
Thecounty s urnednco barleground. Eatlesa ay was ot o 10

by death and terror share b

villages,policial Id

“What would ,¥ou Ilke
for breakfast?”’

or20 deaths, now 500 or g the norm. Spacedme Dainik 23 April aem L
ol hersdie ke ogs Evry death s 1 Negedoh beoveen i SahofSpace Time
oy hesewho ded of dirdhocn. othersmieht fee hay Commumica:
Tves beingare wastedfo the rorance ofrevoluon. o, P Ad he mp(v«npu\u\m] by Shahatthe prliament's
Dead bodi dall bodies brualised | d Publ wmmmcc ll\emnscnpllndlcaieslhalSl\a]usdcllbera(ely
tion, bodi shed with khuka V the b we  tapingth
ltivate death hupi Sh wrote: id, forwearebrave/ we  license deal, and that Adhikari falls into the mp l\d}ulmn who had been made

arebrave, thats why weare stupid/ a Nepali s born nor o v, but o die/
cither he dicsin abatdlefield,or he dicsina forest.

fora Nepal becuse threis e inoue

blood. Lifein the hillsisdifficult, and t mighewell

have repared us okillnd o be il Th Bicih mustavesensed o
rusojoin theirarmy. Nepalis have

battled asparcofche Briish army, as part ofthe Indian army and in the national
army. Nepalis have died in Kosovoand Kargil, and rhwhawdledml isne Lek
1S ti Bazar. Death h: us.
Death bleinawar, so the death of a Nepali

oncaunbekilld f nymngA\\ar “The Maoist \nrl-usdccpmui s and
imposition of the statc of emergency, every Nepali haslearntthat death can
happen anytime, anywhere.

“The fresh graves of Shiva Hari Gautam and Tika Data Dullin Thulo
Sirubariare refeced inthe fces of he villagers, infearful expressons, Whatvwill
oneStia Har ginouof s ifthfvwin thewar,other than this untimely

Bm\cmm Dahal Wi \dow ofRam Nath Dahal \\ho dled in rhc]hap«

lhoscwlw live. Those whodicd were erascd from memory, bt their oomrads in
the Jhapa Andolan reached the summit ofpovwer. Whar would those who died in
“Thalo Sirubariand Lisne Lek gainfrom the death they took on?

The 7-yca-old herof hiva Harisdevasated thth inghi
youngson. i ituation h: ing th
deathsofther dawaitingheir own deachs in

Uneilayearago erorwas notsoprevaentin ThuloSiubriThe pcoplc
.

they had just.

Rasiya Ptz Paey worker Tika Dua Dl 70, wdsmuLhnAle&db)

the

yslae

of Authority. Hed

spcalungmhh.\.h bucsays the ape was tampercd with,

Adhikari;

Shah: I don’t have access.

bueyousiill keep

Adhikari: How can you get work done without access?

Shah: chanlhavﬂc:&s’

followers, (I\ose who 've taken your hmdoulx lsn ‘tthat nghP 1 am aware of

allthat, Nepal isasmall couny.
Shab Yes, yes, yes.

Adhika: Is that notso?

Shah: Yes, yes, ycs.

Adhikari: How can they take handouts and not deliver?

Shah: Yes. Yes.

Adhikari: Why don't you ask them and find out what they

Shah: Yeah.
Adbilar Instead,youbamerne
Shah: Yes,

‘Adhikast ave ot had bedkfs for many years, now I need to.
Shah: Yes. Whar would you like for breakfast? Ar my place.

Adhikari: Why not?

Shah: I called you, but you did not come.
Adhilari: Comeon! At8 o'clock, | hada meetingat the Devclopment

Committee.

Shah: We had that talk at the restaurant. You said you would come in the

butdid not.

i Yes. But L rang o ell you. Iwas held upatthe Development

Commitce. Yesterday,theday befoe, I contacted you threc o fourtimes.

Yesterday youwere busy.
Shah: Yes, ...

Adhikari: [t now lookslike there are few friends left, u s ﬂmshcd Youused
d i 1e). But you too seem to by

Shabs Whi? i the day belortht Lwouldghve.

Adhikari: ] rustyou.
Shah: Yes.
Adbikar: Yes.
Shah: Then?
Adhikasi: T had al

e I

d you here. Other thi
don’tknow much about that.
Shah: Now leaveaside other matters. We will take care of political matters. Is
thatnotthe way togo?
Adhikari: Yes,that's it
Shah: Tell me one thing, how much do I need to do for you? Just tell me.
‘Tell me one thing clearly. No doubletalk.
Adhikari: Me, and what [ had saved earlier, seven.
Shah: Whatseven?
Adbikari: 1 have saved that much for you.
Shah: How much?
Adhikari: Seven in lakhs.
Shah: Ok, ok.
Adhikari: Thatis what I saved for you.
Slu.h_ So you want all of that seven?
that. You use your j er did that to

ined. Iam only informing you thac | for
. didsave for you, Ramesh helped me i that.
Shah IfI do that, will my work be done?

2

assaved (by us). W

Adhikari: Hajur, what can I say, I am sitting, d thing, Wh d

been

thevilagers, he project. Dulal, whowas laer
bherofheJana Sarkar ‘Pople'sGor 7), used
s the Moot cadrcons “comtade | Taboclled
the RNAsoldirscomrades. Thisinnocent stk cos i is e
I forthe Maoiss idealsm. Tika Dutcawas full of
el forsocilwork. The femofdmhdwd norlingern isfce. Dsptc he
Tk thevilage,
bably under the Maoists. He probably
sucha dethlayin sore forhim. Jarmim Shah: Hello! Adhikar dai hovware you?
leadership were their rounds of
tlksat posh horelsand esorts,the Maoists were actively declringJana Satkarin - you peoplecon' ke care (o us),you don'care (sbout ).
villages. The simpl ugh M had al Shah: How h d

won thevar,and wilingly paticipateinth local Jana Sarkar. The ety i hat

Adhikar: | called yesterday. Sorey, had to go clscwherc on Friday: You had

Shah: Soyou need theseven-scvent

sisthe firsc
Just el me lealy dai.

Adhikari: [ am not making any demands. Like Isaid, we've never

bargained.

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“Tosave the Nepal Banijya Bank, the governor should beimprisoned.”

Box: Submic heads here
Man: s definitely a head,sir but i looks like a goar's.

— Shivaram Paudel, chairman of the Financial Corporation Employees’ Association in Drishti7 May

WUBLY Budhabar, 1 May

Thawang's slow, steady, complete disaster

Pradeep Gyawali, UML MP,
in Drist, 7 May
=T

Maoists are bearing large losses in
Satarbariya, Murkatt, and Lisne.
Butit's also cleav that the Maoists,

Ivisited
Thawang on'5 May as part of
survey team from the State Affairs
Comnittee of the House of
Representatives. ... The villagers”
eyes are darkly veiled with doubt
and fear. They fear that the
Maoists might take action against
them for letting the army stay in
the village, or that the army might
give them trouble them for having
sheltered Maosts in the past.

Poor Thawang, a two-day walk
from the nearest roadhead.
Electricity and telephones are
dreams here. There's a school, but
children can't study. A litle maize
and potatoes is all their food. Now
itis under fire from both sides in
the name of revolution.

The western hills, the main
control area of the Maoists, are
going through a sad and difficult
chapter. The sounds of gun fire
and the killings of humans are not
even discussed anymore. ..

The security forces are
increasing their control, and the

vhe d many weapons from
the 2 Eanahon will continue
making trouble for a long time,
taking advantage of the difficult
mountain terrain, the open border
and the two-faced Indian rulers.

Itis also perfectly clear that

the longer this war rages, the more:
difficulties the people will face, the
further back these areas will be
pushed. Development has been at
a standsiill for nearly six years,
education has been disrupted, the
youth are fleeing, which has led to
huge losses in production, land
has been left barren, houses are
empty and falling apart, the grass
in school yards is growing taller. ...
The villages have no local
representatives, district headquar-
ters are filled with refugees. .. In
Rolpa, such excesses have led to
rallies and public meetings being
called, but that has not been
enough to put an end to the
ruinous behaviour of either the
Maoists or the corrupt government
officials. ...

We cannot forget that
Thawang and Thawangis were
brought to the point of revolt and
terrorism due to the wrong policies
and behaviour of the state. The
army's divisional heads say “empty
stomachs and naked bodies
anywhere are fertile grounds for
revolt.” Hard to disagree with that.
If we cannot find out why Rolpa's
Thawang and Gaam, Rukum’s
Mahat and Taksera are Maoist
bases, or why the vast Khani-
speaking lands support the
Maoists, then even if our military
actions douse these fires for the
moment, there will soon be other
fires in other names. ..

ENCOUNTERS

“Marriage is just replacing looking after one’s cows
and fields for someone else’s cows and fields.”

3

Megh Ranjani Rai's new column,
ry

Encounters, will appear e\
fortnight n this sp:

 vu. Depressive thoughts
and negative thinking, buc I sic
byas the rushing waters, watching
the crancs fly by, the massive Gauri
Shankar, hidden from view, but
like a best-remembered treasure
available behind the next bend.

Urmila, thac pisyish 13-year-
old (or so she says), wise beyond
heryears, young lady of the
village, tha gossipmonger, tells
me tales of larger than lifc fish,
that sheand her hunchbacked
grandmother caught at this very
same place.

Isi fantasy, cxaggeration or
reality? Did she really catch that
fish and cook it in the servant’s
Kitchen or was it an imagined
wstcand asmell of memory?
Delights that she had seen and

I sit by the Kosi at Sitale. It is
d

thulo kaji, who once in a while
gives hera rupee to buy some
sweets, but she is too much in
awe of him to go closer. She dare
not tell him: “T want to study”.
Butshe day drcams about going

hoped for, but never really tasted,
and maybe never would?

Tthas been a culture shock, a
play unfolding itselfbefore my
eyes. That gamine, Urmila, born
in my friends’ family, child ofa

recainer, and the “bhuri” whom
everyone calls for—right from the
hajurama to the kanchi mummy.

Springing up on spindly legs,
below an oversized maxi, Fulfill-
ing everything from bringing hot
embers for the grand old lady’s
hookah, sistering the youngest
pampered child that bires and
Kicks her. Is thislife? What does
sheaspire for2 To become
“Miss”. The village school teacher
who wears a neat sari, tucked and
tied with a colourful pin, Chincse
sandals and red lipstick.

Ohyes she has aspirations. “If
they want they will make me
study, but if they do not wish,
whatcan I say?” The only
sympathy that she getsi from the

to school, fanstasises about being
in Grade.

Urmila, with her intelligent
eyes, observant and alert, the
silent witness. The invisible
character, a part of the wall, a
partof the floor, and just beyond
teach. No one believes she hasa
voice, a person with feclings, as
one who can see and watch the
myriad webs thatare woven on
the family loom.

Sheis the historian and
rumour-monger—knowsall the
skeletons in the family cupboard.
She talks of che black sheep of
the family, now in jail, having
Killed his father-in -law in.a
frenay, who howls like the wolf
on moonlit nights. She talks of

University of Cambridge, UK
Admission open

International G. C. E. @

RUN BY EXPERIENCED FORMER STUDENTS,

GRADUATED FROM BUDHANILKANTHA SCHOOL.
Students who have appeared for SLC, GCE O Levels or
any other equivalent examinations may apply for Science,
Commerce or Arts streams of GCE A level program.

) Students are requested to submit their application forms
by 19th May, 2002.

) Entrance examinations: 20th May, 2002

Lumbini International
Battisputali, Gaushala, Kathmandu, Nepal
Tel: 474419,473030 email: lic@vianet.com.np

Level
(2yearscourse)

P Behind
llege { ﬂ,;c.kag}

i
ew Delhi

You're never too far from home to get a
copy of the Nepali Times. For subscrip-
tions in the Indian capital, call Mr George
Joseph at (011) 463 4154, You can also
visitthe PRESSPOINT™ vending machine
newly-installed at the ITC Maurya Shera-
ton Hotel & Towers in New Delhi's
diplomatic enclave. PRESSPOINTs are also
available at major hotels in Asia and at
airports across the world.

by MEGH RANJANI RAI

Utmila, the little big one

the deahs and the births, the
maisahebs, who preen themselves,
permingand coloring their
graying tresses with henna, too
stingy to give hera decent dress.

“The other daughter-in-law,
who praises her ifshe washes her
clothes, but will not spare the
rod, the children spoiltand foul
mouthed brats. She walks the
forests alone, collecting firewood
and grazing the goats, Fearless,
indomitable bundle of energy, not
afraid of the ghosts, but only of
the dark hag who lives by the
water, who she glecfully reminds
me comes out accasionally to sun
itselfon the very rock that Iam
sittingon.

Oh, she has tall ales of mean-
faced monkeys that try o bite her
and the tiger cub that she found
and lef for others to pick up. She
says, “If you can raise a tiger cub,
you can getlots of money.” But
with a sashay and a lick of her
hand, she says if she finds another
one, she'll drown it. “If the mau
follows the cub, then it will cat
upall the goars and chicken.”

Anon-stop talker, she looks
atme with her head cocked to
oneside, like a mischievous
magpic, and likens me to the mad
“chunni” , who used to sit by the
tiver untilfinally one day she
drowned herself, She cannot
imagine wha s it that  find in
chisvillage of hers, that should
bring me from that magical
Kathmandu.

She loves the drunken revelry

ART REVIEW by CK

Mithila Yatra

In the early eighties, Sachchidananda Vatsyayana led a
group of Hindi littérateurs to all the places associated with
the legend of Janaki, Janakapur being one of the most
prominent among them. Later, he edited a lyrical travelogue
Jan Janak Janaki to mark what he called Janaki Jiwan
Yatra. In his preface to the book, Vatsyayana writes that to
unearth the purpose of a journey can be the very purpose of
it. The Mithila Yatra of a group of eminent Nepali and Indian
visual artists at the behest of

the Janakapur Municipality is a more recent trip of
self-exploration.

The Yatra has produced a few fine canvases of
contemporary art under the blandly-named rubric “Made in
Janakapur”. Along with select pieces of traditional Mithila
arts and crafts, these paintings are being exhibited at the
Siddhartha Art Gallery. The Gallery plans to take the exhibi-
tion to New Delhi as well.

The renewal of interest in Maithili culture is not a day too
soon. Ignored by the courts of both Nepal and India for
about three centuries, Maithili art, literature and culture is
stagnant. It lacks the dynamism and inventiveness needed
to survive in a competitive world enamoured by the con-
stancy of change. Novelty may not be culture, but a society
that doesn't constantly inspire innovation decays and dies.

N YTy YWy
i
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The works of art on display at the “Made in Janakapur—
A Mithila Yatra” show are representative of the journey of
sensitive artists to their inner selves. Paintings such as
Aditya Basak's illusionary Maarich or Ragini Upadhyaya-
Grela's deeply moving Marani Devi ko Betha can only be
“made” when refined senses confront the soul. Such

at the marriages, but as for the
instiution of marriage, she has
her own views. “IEs just exchang-
ing looking after one’s cows and
fields for someone else’s cows and
fields, oday itis hajurama
tomorrow it will be some other
man’s. Whati the difference?”

Hete 1am, a 45-year-old city
slicker getting a lesson in life on
the banks of the Kosi. Here [ am,
supposedly an emancipated,
progessive woman, learning from
a 13-year-old about gender roles,
learning the shocking truch about
my own inadequacy. There gocs
my bubble of blss. 4

are often of time and space.
Despite that, the expressions that have come out of Mithila
Yatra carry the resonance of their context, and convey the
specificity of Janakapur. The “Made in Janakapur” tag may
not be as hackneyed as it sounds in the first instance.

In these trying times, solace can be found in works of art
that represent the real essence of Mithila—the ultimate
triumph of truth at the end of every trial and tribulation in
any society. Janaki wasn't born; she was the manifestation
of mother earth, and her beloved maiti is not a destination.
A Mithila Yatra is always a beginning, a spirit that Batsa
Gopal Vaidya seems to have caught in his eponymous work
(acrlc on canvas).

(The exhibition is on until 23 May at the Siddharth Art
Gallery, Baber Mahal Revisited, from 11AM-6PM daily,
except Saturdays. For more details ring 411122.)
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ABOUT TOWN

EXHIBITION

< Football on show Posters, national tea jerseys, equipment, football
newspapers and magazines, stamps, memorabilia, photographs and fots more.
Also surf websites of the Nepal Football Fan Club, the Briish Council, and World
Cup sites. From 26 May, British Council, Lainchau.

ENTS
4 Second National Drama Festival organised by Bal Chetana Samuha (with
Save the Children-UK). 10 May, 2PM, Rastriya Sabha Grina.
4 Phillips Saturday Bowling Tournament Each bowler rolls three games, the
bowler with the highest average score wins Philips CD players. 18 May, 12PM
onwards. Rs 500, or ten percent less for entries before 13 May. Bowling Boul-
evard, Kantipath. Register at mg@mail.com.np
< Friends of the Bagmati A group of concered actvists ith the aim of leaning up the Bagmai River
bership open to all,
% Extended- Festival of War based on episodes of the Mahabharata. Annual drama production of Studio
7. 10/11/12 May at the Naga Theatre, Hotel Vajra, duration 1hr 15 min. tea and show Rs 700, reduced
student tickets available. vajra@mos.com.np. 271545

Mmusic

# Club Rumba Latin band, salsa food until midnight on Thursdays. Early bird discounts between
8-9.30PM, buy one, get one free. Hotel Shangri-La. 412999

Dinesh & Pemba Live every Friday 7PM-OPM, Himalatte Cafe, Thamel. 262526

Beatle Nite Tribute to the late George Harrison. 12 May, 6.30PM,New Orleans Cafe, Thamel. 425736
Himalayan Feelings live every week at Dwarika's Hotel's famous Friday night sekuwa. 479488

Down Memory Lane Wednesday nights with Teesta. The Rox Bar at the Hyatt regency Kathmandu

% Live music by Catch 22, Friday nights at the 40,000 % ft Bar, Rum Doodle Restaurant, Thamel. 414336

DRINK

% Metre of Malt Single malt Scotch exfibition. Shot on the focks, or 12 single malts economically
packaged for R 999. Piano Bar, Hotel Yak & Yeti 248999

+ Beer Mug Club Talk beer, crink beer. Monday nights, Rox Bar, Hyatt Regency Kathmandu. 491234

FooD

4 Coke week Coke-Infused sweet and savoury culinary delights for lunch and dinner. Until 17 May, The
Fun Café, Radisson Hotel. 411818

4 The Tharu Kitchen Dikhri (steamed rice dumplings) with a variety of jungle sauces and hot coriander
chutney. Jungle Base Camp, Bardiya.

4 Ice creams & Sorbets Single, double or triple scoops of ice

creams and sorbets, some with alcohol. The Café, Hyatt Regency

Kathmandu

% The San Miguel Brunch Brunch, live music and unlimited

draft beer. Rs 600 plus tax, Saturdays, The Fun Café, Radisson

Hotel. 411818

* Wood fired pizzas at the new Roadhouse Café. Completely

redesigned with separate bar seating and coffee bar. The Roadhouse

Café, Thamel.

4 Cakes, Bakes & Baguettes Pastries, puddings, oven-fresh breads, Shangri La Bakery. Home delivery
available. 412999

Krishnarpan Restaurant Six-16 courses of ceremonial Nepali cuisine in authentic setting, Dwarika's
Hotel. 479488

4 Weekend Brunch Rs 350 per head, special package available with bowling. Oriental and continental
lunch or dinner by the pond. 1905 Boardwalk, Kantipath. 225272

4 Vegetarian Specialties and clay-oven pizzas at Stupa View Restaurant & Terrace, Boudha, 480262
% Saturday Live Buffet with unlimited draft beer and live music by the Rusty Nails. The Fun Café,
Radisson Hotel, 11.30AM-2.30PM, Saturdays. 411818

Authentic Thai food Everyday at Yin Yang Restaurant. 425510

“ Paddy Foley’s Irish Pub A wide range of drinks and food. Live music on Wednesday, Thursday and
Sunday nights. 416096.

GETAWAYS

< White rhododendron getaway at the Horseshoe Resort in Mude, three hours from Kathmandu. Two days
of thododendron walks in forests, package tours at $30 per day, all meals and sauna included. Email
resort@horshoe.wiink.com.np

& The Great Godavari Getaway Special weekend packages including room with breakfast and dinner, 25
percent discount on health club facilities. Godavari Village Resort. 560675

4 Chiso Chiso Hawama Summer package with two days, one night with breakfast, dinner, transportation
and activities. Rs 1,500 per person with twin-sharing. For Nepalis and expats only, Club Himalaya Nagarkot.
414432, 680083

Secret Garden Use of new pool, overnight accommodation plus breakfast for two for $99, Dwarika’s Hotel.
479488

4 Bardiya's Best Four days, three nights, jungle activities, transfers and food from the menu at Royal
Bardia National Park. $120, alk-inclusive. junglebasecamp@yahoo.com. 061-23402

% Summer Splash Use of pool 15 May - 15 July, 10AM-6PM Over 18 Rs 4,000 plus tax, schoolchildren
under 18, Rs 2,000 plus tax. Hotel de I'Annapuma. 221711

4 Taste the difference Cosy Nepali-style house on an organic farm in Gamcha, south of Thimi. Up to Rs
1,200 per person per night including meals. aaa@wlink.com.np,

4 Shivapuri Heights Cottage 30 minutes from Kathmandu, stalf guides to monastery, peak and reserve. Rs
1850 per person with dinner and breakfast, Rs 925 per child 5-14 years, children under five free.
info@escapetonepal.com

lFm inclusion in the listing send information to edtors@nepaliimes. com]
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BOOKWORM

‘The Chronicler’s Daughter Kishore Thukral
R:M Daya] publisher, New Delhi, 2002

II lopolis of U Belly, bounded by th of No-Know, is the

nd the
setting for this satirical chronicle ofevents, mmgue and uphmm] L Bellians believe they have nothing.
il the Chronicler’s Daughter d wisd h \dmg R

tion, then another. Th
their outcomes destined.

Truth, Love and a Little Malice: A
Vikingand Ravi Dayal Publisher, New Ds]hl, 2002
Rs 720

Inacarerspain fve dcadesas i oumalstand i Sngsishave al\\aw been

eventsin Indian hi from Independence to P il d Operation Blue Star.
H d d personal hs and fail law, writing, politics
and marriage.
Plain Tales from the Raj Charles Allen
Abacus, London, 1975/2000
Rs725
(‘h-u ch AUen icl’“ilt(\m] ]usrorv of the Raj puts mgerher rhe {emlmi(el\(ei oh]l kinds of British and
hIndia, both in its Edwardian

summer,asscen by the privileged chota shibsand missy babasdored on by innumerable servantsand
; B declineand eventualeiula

[ i inople: The Plot to Bring Down th

British Empire Peter Hopkirk

Oxford University Press, Oxford, 1994/2001

585

Under the banner ofa Holy War, ded in Berlin and unleashed le,th
Germansand the Turkssctoutin 1914 to foment violent revol inst the Britsh
inlodizand the Russans in Cencal Asia. This moresinse version of he Gt Gmc issetoutin
epic detail here who took
partinit

Courtesy: Mandala Book Point, Kantipath, 227711, mandala@ccsl.com.np

NEPALI WEATHER

by NGAMIN HAI
Amajor cyclone in the Arabian Sea, which has now
moved offthe coast of Oman signals the first stirings of
the monsoon. The plains of north India are baking, with
temperatures now nearly reaching 50 celsius. But
respite i stl a month away. For Kathmandu look for
localised thunderstorms, and the duration of these wil
depend on the moisture content of the westerles. These
willslowy give way to pre-monsoon showers, mostly in
the afternoons. The maximum and minimum tempera-
tures for Kathmandu will now rise to more normal levels.

KATHMANDU VALLEY

Fi Sat Sun Mon Tie
EZgEZgEpE
3016 [ 2917 2916 30-16 3016

Nagarkot special at Naked Chef Bed and
breakfast, fransport both ways, three-course:
gourmet dinner. Rs 1,440 or $19. For reservations
ring 441494, 680006

House for rent Ground floor: living room, kitchen,
dining room, one bathroom. First floor: master
bedroom with attached bath, one bedroom,
bathroom, pantry. Second floor: ane bedroom with
attached bath, store, lobby. Third fioor: terrace
and laundry room. Location: Galfutar. Tel
412094,

Stupa View and Restaurant & Terrace at

on full moon. Open daily 11AM-8.30PM. 480262.
K-Too! Beer and Steakhouse not the “longest”,
“highest', “frst” or any other superlative. Justa
relaxed, easy-going bar and restaurant with the
coldest beer and juiciest steaks this side of the moon.
By the Kathmandu Guest House. 433043

The way to Mexico is too far. Botega Restaurant and
Tequila Bar is near Thamel Chowk. 266433. 15
percent offseason discount

H don't miss our special FUCHSIA
More than 60 new and very beauiful

Baudhanath Stupa. Well-appointed restaurant
andterraces with views of stupa and Himalayas.
International vegetarian specialties, pizza from
clay oven, ice cream, Soft guiar tunes on Fridays,
Saturdays, Sundays from 5PM on. Special events

varieties of FUCHSIA, recently imported from Europe,
are on sale now, for the first time ever in Nepal. Only
al THE BISHALNAGAR NURSERY, tel. 431797, five
min. from Bhatbateni Supermarket, two min. from
Bishalnagar Chowk (turn right and downhil).

For insertions ring NT Marketing at 543333-36.

Mon-Fri

0615-0645
Sat 0615-0645
Sun 0615-0645
DETY 2045-2115
Daily 2245-2300

BBC World Today
BBC Science in Action
BBC Agenda

BBC Auret &ar
BBC Rurelt &ar

Radio Sagarmatha

P.O. Box 6958, Bakhundole, Lalitpur, Nepal

Tel: ++977-1-545680, 545681 Fax: ++ 977-1- 530227
E-mail: radio@radiosagarmatha.org
www.radiosagarmatha.org

MIN BAIRACHARYA

Sikkim-based
Anupama Subbs,
who plays dheticle
character

Numafing

ALOK TUMBAHANGPHEY
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the right amount of resraint the
role of Numafiung,a young Limbu
‘woman in avill

attempring to

likea generation gap, or changing,
valuesina family with three
generations. What do you see? A
dotey grandmother, decply con-
servative and dightly ridiculous
parents,and children who simply
want o drink, smoke, burn down
the dance floor and wear short,
shiny clothes.

Nowimaginea Nepali film that
eschewsallof thatand meditates on
change through something more
basic—language. In Nabin Subba's
Numafiung, the oldest family
membersspeak only Limbu, the
second speak Limbuand Nepali,
and the youngest speak only Nepali.

Iesasign that Nepai film
direcrors are finally starting to
mature, separating themsclves from
Bollywood's trend of graruitous s,
violenceand slapstick, producing
truly original works that depict the
real Nepal. Afier the 2000 success
of Tsering Rhitar Sherpa’s
Mukundo, Numafiungisanother
film that makes you want tosic up
and rub your cyes in disbelict,

Numafungis thestory ofhowa
Limbu gl finally decides o take
charge of her lfe afer lcarning from

the sufferingand pain thather

I maginea egulr Kollywood film

cast Nepal. Throughascries of
eventsin which Numa hasa
gradually diminishing ssy—arranged
martiage, widowhood, miscarriage
and then forced remarriage—the
filim’s tacit message flls out. Itis so

easy for women like Numa to be the
bed dsh

A beautiful

flower

Nepali cinema is growing up, and
what better way to do it than through
the character of Numafung.

Rammaya Tumrock, do
more than passively bear
witness to Numa’s lfeslowly
goingout ofher hands. They
show, by sanding up for her,
that they don'c buy the
argument that such rows
berween husband and wifcare
“trifling’, as Girihang ries to
convince her they are. Andso
Numa, realising that someoneat
leastison her side, cventually
musters up the courage to take
control ofherlife
Allof his comes o the viewer
through thecyes of Numa's younger
sister, Lojina, whose attachment
and loyalty to her isterare
apparentright from the firstframe
of the film, where sheis pickinga
white chrysanthemun to putin
Numa's hair. Young Niwahangma
Limboo, in realitya pigrailed
Gangrokschoolgir, lips casily into
the role ofa young villge girl
whose prophetic ightmarcs offer
aninsightinto the innocent mind.

firs hen
caughtin the tyranny ofasociery
conficted bout the urure.
Numa's second husband
Girihang, played by veteran stage
and screen actor Prem Subba, isa
classic—the spoilt son of a wealthy
family, an alcoholicwho has no
qualms about domestic viol
“The many scenesin which Girihang
publicly humiliates Numa arcall
the more chilling for the fact thac
they fall ncadly within the realm of
real posibilty. Girihang s alcohol-

fromone
chapter to another, the itles that
appearon the creen are those from
Lojina’s point of view, asis obvious
whenatide comeson describing
Girihangas Mote Bhena—t
brother-in-law:

“Thestory lling asis

ofthe changing waysand lives of
rural Limbu people. I obvious
in the way cach member of the
familysis in their precisc,

ignated spor during meals, in
thescencsof grandmothers
weavingon traditional handloorms,
in the casy, unfettered interaction
of youngmen and womenin
vilage markers.

But Subbais areful not to be:
prescripive, or pretend to be
authoritative. “Myjobasa
director s not to istinguish
beween cultureand religion, right
and wrong, We have done much
rescarch for the film and I was only
showing whatis prevalentin the
communityatthe moment.” And
50, though some viewers say
Subba's charactersshould have
been more “authentic”, heinsiss
that central to the change heis
concerned with in Numafung s
the notion that cultures cannot
buc mix,and thacitis up 0
duals o decide how they
wantto deal withit. The problem,
says Subbawith a smile, will be
clear when thisfilm gocs to the
masses. “How do we manipulate
socicty's psychology into accepting
Numafung? That'sasimilar
challenge.” 4

themannct inwhich hecharactrs
are developed, and the backdrop of
Nagi village in Panchthar disrictis
spectacular, with magnificent views
of the Kumbakama or M Jannu.

Allofthismore than makesup for

ismand the physical violence d
Numaback to her parents house.
Iesa scenario common in the
everyday lfe of communitie, where
alcohol has tradiionally been a
part—the old ways ofbrewing,
drinkingand regulating consump-
tion have fllen aparc in the face of
modernicy and its new occupations,
focuson cash, and divisions of ime.
‘The united, empathetic

arlicr mi .
Numafung which n Limbu means
“beautiful flower',is based on the
sory Kaarbar ki Gharbarby
Kaziman Kandangwa.
First-timer

lacionships between the female
characters in the film provide  nice
counterpoint o the conflict
between tradition and change plays

outin the world of men. Both her
her-in-Jawand dmoth

essays with style,passion and just

Fungloti, played by 82-year-old

agrees Af.d says, “Technically,we
haven't been able o achieve good
quality,but [ believe n learning by
doing. P'msurein duc course we
will beable o produce films of
excellent quality.”

Subba already has three fearure
films to his credit. His firse,
Tarewa, wasa teleilm in Limbu
language, and hissccond, Khangi,
which wasabouta Sherpa commu-
nity,did the internationa circuit,
evenwinning the Jury Award at the
1997 Graz Film Festival. Numafung
isn'tjustanother commercial film
beingarey, itisas muchawell-
rescarched ethnographic document
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Under My Hat

by Kunda Dixit

 this precise moment, you wouldn'twant to be in the shoes of

this roboric rat with clectrodes sticking out of its brain which

went through ficld tials recently to successfully negoriate 2 maze
while being steered by a remote control joystick. As far as we know this
is the first cime in roden history that a sentient being has been
employed as an all-terrain vehicle.

Scientists at New York's Downstate Medical Centre in Brooklyn,
according to an articlein this week's issu of the journal Nature, have
traind lab rats to make port or starboard turns by tickling their porc
or starboard whiskers respectively, and then rewarding them if they
obey (and I quore) “with a pulsc of euphoria in their pleasure centre.”

Nature magazine does not divulge which body part of the said mice
these pleasure centres are located in, or whether the scientists
‘monitoring the volunteer roborats also treated themselves to pulses of
cuphoriain their pleasure centres. But this is how it works: strapped
on the ratis a tiny knapsack with an antenna for receiving radio signals
in the very high frequency range and a small microprocessor that sends

electrical pulses o it brain that gives the rac che llusion that it is
havinga good time when in actual fact it s getting an acupunceure of
itscerebellum.

Asked about the ethics ofall his poking atound, the Brooklyn
scientists denied that it was an infringement on the basic rights of
rats, and maintained that during the experiments the rats got written
guarantees o ife,liberty and the pursuit of happiness.

Hetein Nepal, our main goal should be to find the appropriate
applications for these rapid sridesin science and technology. By this,
I'mean we should sec if we can’tinstall some of these sophisticated
picces of cquipment on our street dogs and turn them into traffic
cops. Of course, the Hounds of Handigaon will need some training,
and we will need to do something about canine Robo Cops being
temporarly distracted by the passage through the Singha Durbar
intersection of the Municipality’s garbage truck.

(owever, with practice, we arc confident that our robotic
mongrels will be alert enough to know when southbound trafficis
backed up from the statue of King Prichvi Narayan Shah the Great all
the way across town to the statue of Voice Emperor Narayan Gopal.
Thenaliwill ke s shotleczomagnc dgnal on h dog'
right whiskers to trigger his motor
Oops,sorry. Wrongelectrode. Let’try this blue wire here on hnslcﬁ
whisker. Drat, why is he sitcing on his buttand offring me his efe paw?

Allight, there ate still some tecthing problems with turning our
sercet dogs into Robo Cops, but as science advances we will lick this
problem and can move on to the more urgent task of installing these
devices on to the skulls of humans who hold high offie. Politicians
equipped with clectrodes attached to the greed centres of their brains
have, in recent field trials, successfully rebuffed offers for “breakfast
money” from tycoons.

‘When the bribe offer s made, scientists manning  joystick from
arelatively safe distance of 100 yards, send a signal by femote control

o the public servant’s pleasure centre and transmit him a quick
maltiple orgasm. Nine out of ten times that this experiment has been
tried outin the lab, the official has turned down a hefey bribe. So
thete we have i, the answer to the problem of grafe: replace greed

with lust. ¢

NEP,

ET

Sangeeta’s first love
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Iol of people thought | was

nuts,” laughs Sangeeta

Thapa remembering the
early days of the Siddharth Art
Gallery. “They couldn't understand
why a 25-year-old mass commu-
nications and anthropology
graduate just back from America
was ready to give her life to art.”
So why did she? “Art is my first
love,” she says simply.

Seventeen years ago, when
Sangeeta saw the work of artist
Shashikala Tiwari at the
Sitabhavan Gallery in Naxal and
the October Art Gallery of the
Vajra Hotel, she fell in love with it
immediately. The two met and
talked, and a couple of years later,
in 1986, the friendship tumed into a
partnership when they opened the
Siddhartha Art Gallery on Kantipath.
“My father is my inspiration.

Wherever he went, he always
bought art. He always took me to

creative media with her sense of
social consciousness. The
gallery has been a perfect
medium, as has Infinity Interna-
tional, an event-management firm
that Sangeeta is a partner in. She
has used her networks in both
spheres to help raise funds for
earthquake relief and the
‘maternity hospital, bring the
Pakistani band Junoon to the
capital in March 2001, and
organise “protest” shows like the
one on the Bamiyan Buddha last
year. “Artists can catalyse social
change," she says with conviction.

The Gallery moved to Baber
Mahal Revisited, and has hosted
over 150 shows. Exhibitions
there are a are a regular fixture
on the arts calendar of a town
that doesn't have too many
cultural outlets. Sangeeta strives
to bring more and better shows
from all around the world to
Kathmandu,

exhibitions, cultural events, the
theatre," explains Sangeeta
speaking of daddy, the banker
Himalaya Sumshere Rana. Since
the age of five, she knew she
was born into art. At eight, she
had already sold her first painting,
and at nineteen, she produced
her first major work. But then in
art school, Sangeeta says she
realised that she didn't want to
paint all her life. “There was so
much going on in the world,
outside, and | didn't want to be
isolated fromit."
And so Sangeeta decided
that there had to be a way to
combine her passion for the

ventures out like she did last
month with an exhibition in
Janakpur aimed at encouraging
local artists. The current
exhibition, entitled, Made in
Janakpur: A Mithila Yatra is a
collaboration between the gallery
and the Janakpur Municipality,
and is a benefit exhibition for the
Janakpur Women's Development
Centre.

Her next project is called Art
for Peace, and she says: “Even
if you can't change politics, you
can contribute as a citizen,
always remembering that you
are Nepali, first.” ¢
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