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Weekly Internet Poll  # 40

Q.  How do you rate Sher Bahadur Deuba’s
performance in the current political crisis?

Q. Is it possible to hold general elections
as scheduled in November?

Weekly Internet Poll  # 41. To  vote go to: www.nepalitimes.com

Total votes: 2331

EXCLUSIVE

MELTDOWN

Nepali Times: It was originally designed as a small, high-
level meeting. How did it become so big?
Andrew Mitchell: In essence, the initiative originated in an
idea of the British Development Secretary, Clare Short, who
identified, rightly I think, the need for a form of concerted
international thinking around the challenges posed by the
current crisis. She envisaged a small, private, international
brainstorming meeting, which would develop creative
thinking on responses to the crisis.  But the crisis deteriorated
very rapidly in the early part of the year, particularly as a
result of the Maoist attacks on development and civilian
infrastructure.  We saw the impact on civilians, on the
ordinary people of this country, becoming a real and direct
issue.  And so we saw the need to accelerate, and to widen

Last week’s London International Conference
on Nepal was a closed door meeting between

senior officials from the US, India, China,
Russia, Japan, France, Germany, Norway,

Switzerland, Finland, Denmark, Australia, the
United Nations and the World Bank. Britain

chaired the conference. The five-member
Nepali delegation was lead by Shankar Sharma

from the National Planning Commission and
also included the prime minister’s wife,

Arzu Deuba. Nepali Times asked
Charge’ d’Affaires Andrew Mitchell of the

British Embassy in Kathmandu, who attended
the London meeting, to tell us what happened.

“Nepal should not be
allowed to be a failed state.”

and deepen the initiative.  We discussed this with
our Nepali friends, and with our partners.  And we
ended up with the London meeting.

Q: Which you attended. What was the overall
atmosphere inside?
A:  Excellent.  It was a positive, constructive
encounter.  Every delegation shared a very real,
very direct concern for the welfare of the people
of Nepal.  There was a genuine willingness to
explore new thinking, new ideas.  The Nepali
delegation, led by Dr Shankar Sharma, played a
strong and constructive part.  It really could not
have been better. see        p7Ö
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RAMYATA LIMBU
z The Khumbu Glacier has
retreated 5 km since the first ascent
of Mt Everest 50 years ago.
z 44 glacial lakes in Nepal and
Bhutan are growing so fast, they are
in danger of bursting their banks in
the near future.
z A few small ponds on the Imja
Glacier have grown in the past
decade into a huge lake 2 km long.

All these are effects of global
warming. Aside from the polar ice
caps, it is in our mountains that the
effects of atmospheric warming are
most dramatic.

Temperatures records started
being kept in Nepal only 40 years
ago, but even in that time, there is
already a discernibale warming
trend. “Our high altitude monitor-
ing sites indicate that temperatures
have been increasing in Nepal,” says
Arun B Shrestha, a government
hydrologist with the Snow and
Glacier Hydrology Unit, which is
trying to siphon water off the Tsho
Rolpa glacial lake in  the Rolwaling.
In some parts of the country, the

average annual temperature has
risen by 0.1 Celsius a

year, and research
shows

Global warming has local consequences in the Himalaya.
the warming trend is faster in the
trans-Himalayan regions of north-
western Nepal.

“It is clear that global warming is
emerging as one, if not the, biggest
threat to mountain areas,” says Roger
Payne, a member of a United
Nations Environment Programme
(UNEP) sponsored expedition to
Island Peak near Lhotse.

When temperatures rise even by a
fraction of a degree, snow cover begins
to melt and lakes start forming on
glaciers. These expanding lakes
eventually burst through and tumble
down narrow Himalayan valleys.

Says Surendra Shrestha, the
Nepali regional coordinator for
UNEP’s Divison of Early Warning
and Assessment in Bangkok: “Our
findings indicate that 20 glacial lakes
in Nepal and 24 in Bhutan have
become potentially dangerous as a
result of climate change. We have
evidence that anyone of these could,
unless urgent action is taken, burst its
banks in five to 10 years time with
potentially catastrophic results.”

 The only long-term solution is to
reduce emissions of carbon dioxide
and other greenhouse gases. But an
international treaty on cutting
emissions is bogged down because of

opposition mainly from the US, and
disagreements over reduction quotas
for developing countries like India
and China.

Satellite images show that
Bhutan has more glacial lakes that
are in danger of bursting, mainly
because of the higher precipitation
there. In Nepal, the Tradkarding
glacier which feeds Tsho Rolpa is
retreating at  20 metres a year. In
some years within the last decade,
the retreat even reached 100 metres.

Shrestha stresses the need for
more ground and on-site studies to
analyse actual threats.  He cites the
example of the Tulagi lake in
Manang, once considered an extreme
danger, which later proved to be
exaggerated. While ice fields in the
Everest region have seen rapid
changes in the last 20  years,
including the retreat of the
Khumbu glacier, experts say the
threat of Imja lake below Lhotse
bursting has been reduced.

Meanwhile, Nepal is carrying out
an inventory of its own  greenhouse
emissions to identify measures to
reduce them. But the real worry is
about when richer and more
populous countries will do the
same. �

The Tsho Rolpa glacial lake 60 km northeast of Kathmandu. The siphoning centre is visible on the moraine.
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Krishna Sen
The Defence Ministry, Home Ministry, Army and
Police have all denied any knowledge about the
fate of pro-Maoist journalist Krishna Sen who was
reportedly killed in police custody. Sen was arrested 20 June, and the
weekly Jana Aastha on Wednesday gave details of his death after alleged
torture. The influential Federation of Nepalese Journalists says it has
tried to meet the Home Minister, but that the government is not saying
anything. FNJ General Secretary Bishnu Nisthuri, told us: “This silence is
dangerous.” The Paris-based Reporters sans Frontières wrote to the prime
minister asking for a clarification. “The death of a journalist under torture,
even if the latter supported the Maoist movement, can in no way be
justified by antiterrorist war,” Robert Ménard, General Secretary, says in a
statement. Sen was also a member of the Maoist Central Committee.
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NATION

NEPALI CONGRESS
“You ain’t seen nothing yet.”
(#99) was a flashback to the
past three years of drama in the
Nepal Congress. But you may
need to look further back to the
restoration of democracy 12
years ago for causes of today’s
events. Kishunji almost flaw-
lessly handled the first two
years of interim government and
managed to give us a fine
constitution. But in the very first
election, Girijababu openly

STATE OF THE STATE by CK LAL

campaigned against Kishunji in the
Kathmandu constituency, and
defeated him.

Immediately after he became
Prime Minister, Girijababu dis-
missed six senior ministers of the
“Kishunji camp” on the advice of
his stalwarts, who also managed
to cripple the bureaucracy by
sacking thousands of civil
servants. In retaliation, Kishunji’s
camp abstained from a crucial
vote in parliament, which com-
pelled Girijababu to call for mid-

term elections, boasting that he
would get an absolute majority.
The result in 1995 was a hung
parliament and Sher Bahadur
Deuba as prime minister. But
Girijababu became restless and
unseated Deuba too.

In the last election,
Girijababu announced publicly
that Kishunji would be prime
minister if his party won. Voters
believed him, and Kishunji
became prime minister. But
Girijababu started trying to bring
him down from the very next
day. He became prime minister
and the whole saga was
repeated when he resigned and
Deuba took over last year. So
last week’s drama was only
the latest in this long story of
back-stabbing. Whether the
split in Congress was good or
bad, only time will tell. But it is
obvious to many neutrals like
me that Girijababu is more
responsible than Deuba for
undermining the Nepali
Congress.

Name withheld on request

UNITY IN DIVERSITY
I don’t mean to sound like a
communalist, but communalism
or casteism are what seem to
prevail in Nepal, going by the list
of new secretaries. Every time
the government announces
appointees, political or other-
wise, I look to see if there is a
wider representation from
Nepal’s ethnic diversity. I look at
the current list of ambassadors
and CDOs, and check how
many are Magar, Rai, Limbu,
Tamang, or Gurung. Sadly, their
representation is almost nil.
What did the 30 years of so
called suited-to-the-soil
Panchayat regime and over a
decade of democracy bring for
the Tamangs and other ethnic
groups? Absolutely nothing. Are
they not part of mainstream
Nepal? When will we have true
national integration? To a large
extent, the long-term solution to
the Maoists or similar problems
lies in addressing the griev-
ances of various ethnic groups.

S Prakash, by email

z At the all-party mass meeting
in Kathmandu recently, the
president of a national party was
not allowed to speak in Hindi on
the grounds of it being anti-
nationalist. The incident throws up
complex questions concerned
with the core of Nepali nationhood
and democracy. What is a nation?
The essence of nationalism in
these countries lies in “unity in
diversity”—a common sentiment
that binds people in spite of
differences. This implies that
speaking in Hindi in Nepal
strengthens national loyalty by
integrating people who speak this
language into the mainstream and
accepting the principle of diver-
sity. Then there is the perception
of nationalism among Nepalis. Is
our unity and patriotism so fragile
that it will be shattered if someone
speaks in a language that might
not be spoken by the majority
population? There is a false
perception that to be a good
nationalist, one has to be anti-tarai
and alienate that section of the
nation because their distinct
habits, language and way of life

are similar to India. This is pseudo-
nationalism.

A large section of pahadis
have found it difficult to accept
madhesis as an intrinsic part of
Nepal. This discrimination has
made it difficult for madhesis to
reach decision-making posts in the
higher echelons of the govern-
ment. Just look at the figures: only
two SP’s and one SSP in the police
belong to southern Nepal. Only
eight of the country’s 75 CDO’s
are madhesis. While there is one
school for every 100 households
in the hills, the tarai belt has only
one school for 400 households.
Among 15 educationally disadvan-
taged groups, 11 are from the tarai.

Pahadis need to shed their
anti-tarai attitude, and promote
national consolidation and greater
participation of tarai people in
national affairs. This must be done
with utmost care so that the
pahadi-madhesi divide doesn’t go
deeper and break Nepal’s fragile
socio-political stability. But the
silence of the major political parties
about this discrimination is
deafening. Nationalism requires

people of all hues and walks of life
to live in harmony, and accept
each other as Nepalis.

Prashant Jha,
Delhi University

z I really wonder why people
think the monarchy is Nepal’s great
saviour? What have we gained
over the past centuries besides
poverty, illiteracy and serious
social problems? It is only the
Nepali people who can save the
country by developing it, educating
themselves and make multiparty
democracy work.

K Timsina, by email

SAGARMATHA NATIONAL PARK
Nature may be protected in
Sagarmatha National Park (#99),
but I would like to draw your
attention to the massive timber
poaching going on in outside the
park boundary. Last month,
walking from Phakding to Lukla, I
saw about 40 porters carrying
long timber logs toward Upper
Khumbu. The timber was from
Ponya forest in Jubing VDC and
being sold in Namche and

Khumjung. Members of the commu-
nity forest user group say that they
have already counted 4,000 logs
going towards Namche. When they
tried to stop the porters, they were
threatened. But the women from
the surrounding villages forced
about 400 logs to be confiscated
and stored with the community.

It is apparent that the demand
for timber for new construction in
Namche and Khumjung is driving
this trade, and that the logs are
coming from outside the park
because felling inside is illegal. This
demand rises during the monsoon
because it is the lean tourist
season, and that is when most of
the renovation is done. As the
community showed, local action
can stop the smuggling. The timber
buyers in Namche must also realise
that it is their demand that is
destroying forests elsewhere. You
can’t ban logging, but timber
resources can be managed
responsibly and in a sustainable
manner.

Pasang Gelzen Sherpa
Pema Choling Forest User

Group, Solu-Khumbu

NOT AMUSED
Generally Puskar Bhusal’s
columns are of high quality based
on pragmatic reasoning and logic.
However, his “Pervez’s letter to
Sher Bahadur” (#99). The crude
sense of humour was missed by
most people in Nepal who asked
for confirmation from us if the
President of Pakistan had actually
written such a letter to the Nepali
Prime Minister. It would have been
much better if the contents of the
letter had appeared in the form of
an article on Pakistan-Nepal
relations. This would have
prevented the paper from drawing
in the Head of another country in
Nepal’s domestic situation. You
must give credit to your leaders
for home grown actions and
response to various internal
compulsions and also by the same
logic hold them accountable for
the perceived failings rather than
shifting responsibility for Nepal’s
current malaise to a country that
does not even have geographical
contiguity with Nepal.

Yes it is true that General
Musharraf has become a house-

OPINION by RAM SHARAN MAHAT

hese are ironic and difficult times.
Here is a breakaway faction of the
ruling party that held a political

gathering that it called a “convention”,
declared the prime minister party president,
and along the way violated every rule in the
book. The official media was used to justify
and defend this action, to mislead and
misinform the public. The abuse of state
machinery to coerce those who did not agree
may be an indication of what lies ahead.
Prime Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba has,
for as long as I have known him, been a man
with democratic credentials. How these
things are happening under his leadership, I
cannot explain.

In the absence of a functioning parlia-
ment, parliamentary committees, and other
checks available in normal times these goings-
on, paradoxically, happened under a demo-
cratic constitution. The emergency clamped to
deal with the problem of terrorism, but the axe
is falling somewhere else.

The dissolution of the House came as a
complete surprise to us. As a matter of fact,
we had not even discussed the possibility of
elections while I was in government. We
never foresaw such a situation, and could

There is no alternative to the rule of law. Only a functioning parliament can check
potential abuse of authority during the emergency period.

Cheques and balances

never imagine holding elections in the present
situation. Nor did we ever think that a mid-
term election would offer a solution to the
country’s problems. I sensed that something
was deeply wrong, and stepped down.

The country was headed on a serious
and uncertain political trajectory, and there
was no justification for dissolving the House
and announcing elections. Local elections
couldn’t be held, and even the recent school
exams were confined to district headquarters.
Seeking a fresh mandate, therefore, just
didn’t make sense. Armed groups rule the
countryside, no political party is able to
hold public meetings outside the district
headquarters, there is no free movement of
people and civil rights have been curtailed.
Disarming the Maoists is the first precondi-
tion to holding free and fair elections.

The economic burden of general
elections is even more scary.  The direct
costs of the election in 1999 was about Rs
600 million, including security. This time,
with the added cost of security and the
Election Commission the November polls
will cost the exchequer more than Rs 3
billion. With the present state of the
economy, we just cannot afford it.

The government’s finances are in a very
fragile state. Only with strict financial
discipline and prudent management, were
we able to contain the deficit and ensure
macro-economic stability, thus keeping
international confidence and support. The
price tag of the elections will throw the
precarious fiscal balance asunder.

The Royal Nepal Army has been doing a
splendid job militarily in weakening the
Maoists, but the problem of terrorism is far
from over. The army should have been
allowed to continue with the momentum
they have gained, but their primary
responsibility will have to be diverted to
provide security to candidates, polling
booths, election personnel, and voters.

Then there is the question of the Nepali
Congress split and who gets to carry the flag.
We tried our best to prevent a formal split
in the party by reconciling government with
party. We had also proposed a small, well-
balanced, and clean government. The patch-
up formula included a face-saving way for
the prime minister to express regret for
dissolving the house, in return for which the
party would withdraw its expulsion order.
We made some progress, but everything fell

IN CASE OF EMERGENCY, BREAK GLASS
n the current politically charged atmosphere, one reality is self-evident:
almost no one is playing by the rules. Internal party rules are being bent by
this or that faction, underground Maoists operate as outlaws, even constitu-

tional provisions are being challenged.
In this legal limbo of the state of emergency, there are actually very few

rules. And those that exist pertain to what you can’t do, rather than what you
can. Most rights of individual citizens are on hold. This is when the truth
becomes subversive to those who have a lot to hide. Yet, it needn’t be.

War strategists have long held that information—believable and credible
information—is a weapon to win the battle for public opinion. There is a whole
subject they teach at war schools on information warfare. Propaganda, they
tell you, is effective only when it doesn’t sound like propaganda.

The biggest asset of the government in this time of emergency is its near-
monopoly on information. However, it is very easy to make this monopoly
futile—by a self-perpetuating perception that official information is not plausi-
ble. It is not incredible, therefore, that news today lacks credibility. You’d have
thought that our info-mandarins would have learnt from the mistakes of the
past, but no such luck. Going by the coverage of the current party-government
feud, the official media is behaving like the mouthpiece of the party-in-power.

And then there is the Defence Ministry’s daily faxed statements to the
media. Most of its contents are probably
true, but they lack the  presentation that
lends them credence. It is not what is said,
but how it is said—either the sterile daily
listing of war dead and captured material,
or television pictures of piles of decom-
posed corpses so gruesome that the
footage shocks even the battle-hardened.

The result is that a sceptical public,
conditioned by 30 years of unfreedom,
focuses on what is not said rather than on
what is said.

There could be nothing more wasteful
than this squandering of the public trust
when that trust is a vital hearts and
minds tool.

More than six months after the imposi-
tion of the state of emergency, it is
becoming increasingly clear that the
government (or what is left of it) needs to
show greater media savvy. We don’t
expect it from the Maoists, since we know
that they are for totalitarianism, all or
nothing. They have proved time and again
that the punishment for disagreeing with
the party line is banishment to the gulag of
the hereafter. It is logical, therefore, that
anyone fighting the Maoists must be
against totalitarianism and on the side of
democracy and a free press. We cannot
use their tactics.

Banning the truth doesn’t make it
disappear. Free speech is not truly free if
you are only allowed to say nice things.
The government may not like what the media
says, but it must protect our right to say it.
Otherwise, what are we fighting for?

I

hold name in Nepal because
peoples of South Asia have
appreciated his charismatic
leadership qualities, his direct and
forthright approach and the
courage to face even the most
difficult situations. By the way Mr
Pushkar should understand the
difference between a referendum
and elections to avoid equating the
two different political terminology.
As Nepal’s well wishers we

CORRECTIONS
In Lhakpa Sherpa’s Sagarmatha
National Park (#99), it was then
Prince Gyanendra who, in
1973, committed to the interna-
tional community in Bonn to
declare Sagarmatha a national
park.

 z “Bhairav Aryal”
(Nepaliterature, #99), was part
one of a two-part piece. The
next instalment will appear in
#101.

would like to see Nepal coming
out of the current difficulties so
that the country can march
towards real progress, develop-
ment, and prosperity.

Kamal Ahmad,
First Secretary (Press and

Culture) Embassy of Pakistan

PRESS FREEDOM
Jane Elizabeth Kirtley’s view
(“Journalists reduced to being
government mouthpieces”, #99)
regarding the media in Nepal hit
the bull’s eye. However, the
question of raising the standards
of Right to Information Act is
debatable. The consequences of
media warfare without the
platform of development can have
both positive and negative
results, generally more tilted
towards the latter. As Kirtley
says, “Freedom of information
laws can also have perverse
effect…” and more so if the
recipient mass is swayed easily.
The quest of the media to sell the
story to the citizens of one of the
poorest nations in the world can
spark pessimism quite easily. It

apart at the last moment because neither
side was willing to give in. I still have not
lost hope of a party unification, although
now it will be more difficult and time-
consuming. There will be a place for every-
body in the party to work with dignity,
including Mr Deuba.

There is no doubt that the Election
Commission will award the Congress
election symbol to the party led by Girija
Prasad Koirala. Prime Minister Deuba just
does not have the legitimacy to be party
president. If his faction was to get the party
symbol or even if the Election Commission
decides to freeze the symbol to favour him,
it would be a mockery of justice and the
rule of law. And that would  indicate a
serious threat to the democratic process.

This country now needs to create new
space to allow democratic institutions to
regenerate. The influence of wrong elements
in politics at the party level has been the
main factor leading to poor service delivery
and high corruption. Party leaders have
politicised institutions, and created fiefdoms
of power brokers in political parties. Only
strong political will, enlightened leadership
and statesmanship can deal with this.

There are several ways out of the present
mess. There is a possibility that parliament
will be restored and there are strong legal
and constitutional arguments for this. The
constitution provides that the life of the
House of Representatives can be extended

by one year during extraordinary circum-
stances like these. Clearly, the constitution
rules out elections under an emergency
situation. The only body to monitor and
check on the abuse of authority during an
emergency period is the parliament. It is my
hope and belief that the court will order the
restoration of the House of Representatives.
Only if this does not happen will elections
be an option. And if it comes to that we have
no choice but to go to the people.

There are some who would not be averse
to a benevolent authority figure to ensure
development and better governance. But if
the present trend continues things can get
much worse unless there is proper account-
ability, necessary checks and balances, and
parliamentary oversight.

Let us be clear: there is no alternative to
the rule of law. There is no alternative to
civil rights. There is no alternative to a
functioning parliament. There is no alternative
to the full respect for human and civil rights.
All these insinuations about a royal takeover are
ridiculous. His Majesty the King is a very
enlightened and well-meaning monarch
committed to the present constitution.
Democracy will prevail in the end, and for this
our democratic institutions will have to be
vibrant and effective once more. �

(Ram Sharan Mahat was Finance
Minister in the Deuba cabinet and
resigned on 23 May.)
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The communalism virus from across the border is poisoning the tarai.
Home among Muslims
SUGA (Mahottari District) — When the
destination is home, even a short journey is
far too long. The day trip from Kathmandu
to Jaleshwar is indeed long in time and
space: it takes more than eight hours in a
run-down bus that rocks and rolls through
nine of Nepal’s 75 districts.

Monsoon Nepal rushes past the window:
in Naubise farmers dressed in colourful
clothes are planting paddy, in Bharatpur it
is already harvest time for another variety of
rice, in Dhanusha farmers in drab dhotis are
busy irrigating their fields to transplant rice.
Our buses were ramshackle, but it is still a
beautiful country out there.

The first stop after the bus leaves
Kathmandu is usually Dharke. The teashop
owner there assures some bahun-type
passengers that the food at his eatery is
“pure” as he doesn’t allow “Mussalamans” to

go anywhere near his kitchen. This comment
exposes the ugly intolerance beneath the
surface of this seemingly tolerant society. If
you are Muslim, don’t refuse the offer of an
outrageously priced plate of meat at any
Mugling eatery—you run the risk of being
taunted that halal meat is tasteless. The fate
of the dalits is bad enough, but the lot of
Nepali Muslims is even worse, as Dr
Krishna Bhattachan rightly observed at a
recent meeting. Even their existence is
increasingly being questioned.

It wasn’t always so. Nepal’s Muslim
population is not very large, just under a
million, but up from 650,000 ten years ago.
There is  controversy about the accuracy of
census figures, but the fact remains that the
number of Muslims is a very small percent-
age of  over 23 million Nepalis. They are
across the tarai, but can even be found in
some hill districts like Kathmandu
and Kaski.

In Suga, we know our Mussalmans more
by their castes than their religion. On the
western fringes of the village, the cluster of
houses belongs to Jolahas—the weavers.
Machine-made cotton put them out of
business long ago, and our generation of
Jolahas never got a chance to run the loom.
They made a living share-cropping, but
these days it is the remittances from West
Asia, Gujarat and Punjab that sustains most
families. A pucca mosque has replaced the
spotlessly clean thatched-hut that I played
around as a child, but there is no sign of the
Oil Money that the Indian media never tires
of talking about.

At the northeast fringe of the village,
there is another mosque in the Dhobi Tole.
This too is now pucca, but the madrassa is a
ramshackle affair where half-naked children
recite “Alif-Be-Te” at the top of their
voices. No sign of “foreign-funding” here
either, and the only reason the poor
prefer to send their children to
Madarassa is the fact that these schools
have flexi-time. Normal schools run
according to a set routine and make
no allowance for the children who
have to help their parents at work.

A few returnees from the Gulf
have turned entrepreneurs and run a

Public Call Office, a tailoring shop,
and a grocery. Other than that, the
poverty in Dhobi Tole is as pervasive as
in the adjoining Chamar Tole. Clients
have dwindled as more people wash
their clothes at home these days, but

then many Dhobis from our village have set
up shops at Jaleshwar and Janakpur. On
Saturdays, they sip bottled soft drinks at the
neighbourhood shop while the others toil at
the Dhobi Pokhari.

During my childhood, we never
thought that we were any different from our
Jolaha or Dhobi neighbours, except the fact
that the better off among us wore more
expensive clothes. Village festivals were
almost all common. I remember going
around the village with the Tazia procession
every year shouting “Ha Hussain” to mark
the martyrdom of the grandson of the Holy
Prophet. Once I had to fake a Hindu name
for my Muslim friend to enable him get the
tasty prasad from a Hindu temple in
Janakapur. But in our house, Muslims were
always welcome for what they were.

The difference of religion rose with the
Emergency in India, and its effects spilled
over to the our side of the border. It was in
this period that the Muslims came to be
looked down upon by the powerful people
on both sides of the border and the
difference between two communities started
to surface. My participation in Tazia
processions came to an end with the ritual
sacrifice of a rooster and the presentations of
a ceremonial turban to a long dead Sufi.

These days Salam, the traditional mode
of Muslim salutation, has been gentrified
into the more religious As-salam-wale-kum.
The benign Ram Ram greeting has now
become a defiant Jai Sri Ram. There is a
process of Arabisation that is turning
Muslims into Islamists, while saffronisation
is transforming Hindus into
Hindutwabadis. The communal virus from
across the border is slowly poisoning the
social atmosphere of the tarai. This
civilisational hubris has turned devout
Hindus into Hindutva zealots and god-
fearing Muslims into hard-boiled Islamites.
Culture is almost always inclusive and
tolerant. The challenge before us is to once
again reassert the inherent unity in the
diversity of cultures. Building an inclusive
identity based on the Right to Equality
enshrined in Clause 11 of The Constitu-
tion of The Kingdom of Nepal is perhaps
the only way of creating more effective social
harmony.

Nepal is a “Hindu and Constitutional
Monarchical Kingdom” but all its people
“...irrespective of religion, race, caste or
tribe, collectively constitute the nation” are
equal. �

should be the perpetual effort of
the government to impart rays of
hope and induce positive attitude
to its people. This implies quite
obviously that in order to guide
the nation, considerable
sacrifice by imposing a positive
check on the media becomes
very essential. Considering all
the differences, one thing that
should be borne in mind is that
the line drawn is bound to be
much lower in our context than
that in the USA.

ìA Pî, by email
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by DANIEL LAKHERE AND THERE

friend who works in Afghanistan was visiting his parents’ home-
town of Macon, Georgia in the southern United States. This is
deep south, Scarlett O’Hara country, where the American Civil

War seems a living memory and people are proud that things don’t
change too much. So my friend was deeply shocked to see two men
walking along the main street, bearded, turbaned and dressed in the
distinctive shalwar kameez of the Northwest Frontier Province in
Pakistan.

He crossed over to their side of the street and hailed them in
Pushto and was rewarded by broad grins breaking through bristling
beards. After the usual litany of greetings and polite questions about
health, family and mutual acquaintances, my friend sought the story of
the two strangers. It turned out that they were members of the Muslim
revival group, Tabligh-i-Jamaat, visiting Macon to see the sole Paki-
stani family in town and encourage them to keep up their Islamic faith
and culture. Every year, the members of the group go on missions to
isolated Muslims to offer spiritual support.

I use the word “mission” deliberately because Tabligh-i-Jamaat is a
missionary organisation, mainly working among existing Muslims. The
only Muslims I ever met who tried to convert me—and they tried
relentlessly—were the now departed Taleban of Afghanistan. You could
always tell a Taleb from similarly bearded and armed mujahideen
counterpart by his missionary zeal. I even met a few westerners who
bought into the Taleban line and became Muslims, although I think
the lure of fighting and AK47s impressed such people as much the
austere tenets of Islam. Just ask John Walker Lindh.

All over the world, the major faiths are pursuing missionary
activities, based on the Christian concept. Even Hinduism. In Indian
tribal areas like Bastar, the Ramakrishna Mission and other organisa-
tions proselytise and educate local indigenous communities. The largely
Bengali Brahmin monks who do this are the Jesuits of Hinduism,
widely-read and with acutely honed powers of reason and argument.

Those of us who believe in tolerance need some missionary zeal of our own.

On a mission from God

They justify their activities by pointing to the massive inroads that
fundamentalist Protestant Christian churches are making among India’s
marginalised groups—dalits, indigenous tribals and others.  “They were
once Hindus,” a soft-spoken monk told me a few years ago, “and we
just have to reacquaint them with their faith.”

But the Ramakrishna Mission, the Tabligh-i-Jamaat and their
counterparts in Sikhism and Sri Lankan Buddhism are small fry
compared to the Christians. So too are the traditional Christian
churches—Catholics, Lutherans, Anglicans—when compared to the
hard-line Protestants and Evangelicals who are the driving force behind
modern missionary work. The third largest amount of space on the

web, behind pornography and gambling, is taken up by religious
information. Consider, for example, the Unreached Peoples’ Prayer
site (www.bethany.com) where among links to thousands of non-
Christian cultures I found a reference to the “Hindi” tribe of north
India. It seems that these poor souls, according to the website, spend
their days in mud huts, surrounded by idols and eating “Mulligatawny
soup”, their main staple. I didn’t read much more but it’s obvious
that much spurious information is peddled as, well, gospel about
everyone else on the site, from the Ainu of Japan to the Zoroastrians
of Persia.

A so-called “university” in South Carolina pumps out graduates in
Arabic and Koranic studies whose sole purpose in life is to convert
Muslims to Christianity. In a recent magazine article, the director of
the school admitted that maybe, just maybe, this sort of activity
could lead to misunderstandings between cultures. The Jehovahs’
Witness cult in South Asia targets existing Christians in India and
Pakistan, seeking to lead them away from Catholicism or gentle
Protestantism. The Jehovahs are extremely active in the Bhutanese
refugee camps of Jhapa and Morang.

I’m not against people talking about their religion to those of
other faiths, nor do I condemn missionaries as such. Without the
Jesuits and many other Roman Catholic orders, a lot of South Asians
might have missed out on a first class education. The United Mission
to Nepal has long done sterling medical work here. But the tone of
the times is changing and the zealots are slowly asserting themselves.
Those of us who believe in tolerance, religious freedom and
multiculturalism need to acquire a little missionary zeal of our own.
Not to mention a link on the Unreached peoples’ prayer profile
web site. �
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ANDREW NASH
t a park overlooking San
Francisco Bay last April,
dozens of Nepalis rang in the

New Year Bikram Sambat 2059 by
sharing Nepali food and culture with
their native-born American friends
and neighbours. Such gatherings of
old traditions and new friends are now
a regular feature of life in the many
American and Canadian cities Nepalis
now call home.

The Non-Resident Nepali
(NRN) community, until recently
small and low-profile, is emerging as
an organised and assertive force in
the United States. And the biggest
sign of this is probably the 20th

annual convention of the Associa-
tion of Nepalis in the Americas
(ANA) that opens on 4 July, the
biggest US holiday. Founded in
1983 as an umbrella organisation
for the dozens of NRN groups in
North America, the ANA has
evolved into a diverse network that
allows Nepalis to meet each other,
teach children about Nepali
traditions, network within the
community and discuss their
homeland with other NRNs.

This year the ANA is bestowing

Nepalis in the US are celebrating their accomplishments
this week at their bigger, better 20th annual convention.

At home abroad
six Making Our Mark (MOM)
awards on NRNs who have made
noteworthy accomplishments and
helped establish Nepalis as an
independent, successful and
increasingly vibrant social group in
the US. Ten NRNs have been
nominated for the award, represent-
ing accomplishments in corporate
business, information technology,
performance art, literature,
journalism, sports and diplomacy
(see box).

One nominee, Ram Kharel,
moved to the US in 1991 to explore
business opportunities and received
permanent resident status in 1996,
although he is still a Nepali citizen
and makes frequent trips home. In
1997, he started Sagarmatha TV,
the only Nepali television pro-
gramme produced outside the
country, to provide entertainment
to Nepalis living abroad and
introduce the country to the world.
Sagarmatha, which carries the
slogan “mother and motherland are

dearer than heaven”, now reaches
tens of thousands households in the
Washington DC area with its weekly
broadcasts.

Kul Chandra Gautam’s is another
success story. A Nepali citizen, like
Kharel, Gautam is a top official at the
UN, where he serves as an Assistant
Secretary-General and Deputy
Executive Director of UNICEF. The
growing population of Nepalis living
in the US, he says, makes it natural
that they will find new ways to make
their mark. “Earlier the only Nepalis
you found here were students. Now
you find them in all walks of life.”

Gautam says that organisations
such as the ANA help Nepalis retain
their cultural identity and pass on
traditions and language to children.
The result of such efforts has been
increasing awareness among second-
and third-generation NRNs about
their homeland, and commitment
towards it. “The ANA has played a
very important role in helping
expatriate Nepalis network with
their fellow compatriots,” he says.
“It has helped instil a sense of pride
and solidarity in the Nepali
community.”

One example of this growing
cultural pride is the ongoing
construction of the Nepal Educa-
tional and Cultural Centre (NECC)
in Washington. The project started
in March 1996 when the ANA put
up $250,000 to purchase land for
the project. When completed, it
will house temples to Pashupati and
the Buddha, and serve as a cultural
hub for the NRN community. The
ANA plans to open the NECC on 4
July 2005, but still needs to raise
funds to cover the $1 million
required to complete the project.

While there are no official
estimates of the Nepali population in
the US, unofficial counts place the
number at 25,000. And in the absence
of energetic Nepali community
networks until now, many Nepali-
Americans have been concerned about
the ability of NRNs to maintain their
cultural and social traditions. With
the emergence of strong NRN
institutions like the ANA, the hope is
that such fears will be alleviated.

Nepali immigration to the US has
traditionally been modest. Of the
more than 8.8 million recorded Asians
who immigrated to the US between
1820 and 2000, only a few thousand
were Nepali. In the 1989-2000
period, only 3,954 Nepalis received
US immigrant visas, compared with
445,000 Indians, although many more
moved to the US at least temporarily
through other channels—by overstay-
ing tourist or student visas or, less
commonly, through extra-legal
channels. In the past few years, the
number of Nepalis who have annually
received non-immigrant visas has
hovered around 13,000.

However, recent changes in US
immigration policy will now allow
many more Nepalis to become
American citizens. Under the terms of
a ‘diversity visa’ lottery, 55,000
immigrant visas are available each year
to citizens of countries that have not
traditionally served as sources of US
immigrants, of which Nepal is one. In
the upcoming year, 2,320 such
diversity visas will be issued to
Nepalis—three times the number
issued this year, and the second
highest in Asia after Bangladesh.

Unlike Indian and Pakistani
immigrants, the small and scattered
Nepali community in the US has

largely remained on the cultural and
social sidelines. But now, with
increasing numbers and confidence,
that is changing and stronger
leadership is emerging from within
the growing community. The
sophistication of this year’s ANA
meeting is a far cry from its modest
beginnings, when, we are told, small
numbers of middle-aged Nepali
immigrants assembled to share dal-
bhat and bemoan the state of affairs
back home. The ANA is working to
get a US Congressman address the
convention, and former US

At its annual convention this July, the Association of Nepalis in the
Americas will give six awards to six of the following 10 Non-Resident
Nepalis who have made notable accomplishments in the US.
The “Making Our Mark” Award nominees:
Arun Banskota Senior vice president of Fortune 15 company El Paso
Energy International
Debind Thapa Magar Professional super-bantam weight boxer with an
18-1 record
Kiran Chetry 26 year-old anchor of Fox Hourly News Update
Kiran Bhakta Joshi Head of Walt Disney’s Feature Animation Division
Kul Chandra Gautam Assistant Secretary-General of the UN and
Deputy Executive Director of UNICEF
Raj Kapoor The only professional Nepali dance and music artist
practicing in the US.
Ram Kharel Founder and president of Sagarmatha TV, which broad-
casts 30 minutes of Nepali programming in the US every week
Ravi Adhikari Award-winning journalist who has covered South Asian
immigrant affairs in the US for the past six years
Samrat Updhayay Author of Arresting God in Kathmandu and the first
Nepali to be published in the US
Sudha Shah Sales executive for German software giant SAP America

Ambassador to Nepal Julia Chang
Block is slated to deliver the
keynote address. The rock band
1974 AD is making a trip to the US
to perform at the gathering, and
BBC journalist and Nepali Times
columnist Daniel Lak will attend to
deliver a speech on the political
situation in Nepal. There will also
be forum discussions on political
organisation, entrepreneurship,
education, child-raising and
contemporary Nepali affairs.

NRNs see a positive role for
themselves back in their home
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Schools update
The Private and Boarding Schools Organisation Nepal (PABSON), the largest organisation of private schools,
says it has decided to defy the recent government rule requiring private schools to either operate as either trusts
or private companies. The Education Regulation enacted on 30 May requires all private schools to register as
trusts or companies within six months. Earlier this week government issued a notice appealing to private schools
to complete their registration before the start of the new fiscal year in mid-July. The other organisation of private
schools, N-PABSON has issued a circular to its members asking them to register under the Company Act.
However, N-PABSON, like PABSON, is also against the new provision that requires all private schools to contrib-
ute 1.5 percent of their annual income to the Rural Education Development Fund, which is to be used to
finance the development of public schools.

Several private school principals told us that they are undecided about what to do, because the fee scale
laid down in the regulation would mean they cannot maintain the quality of education that they currently
provide.
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Down with dogs
The Lalitpur Sub-municipal Corporation is to begin a campaign to sterilise street dogs as an alternative to
poisoning them to death—the preferred method of dog population control in neighbouring Kathmandu.
Rotarians of Patan and Kirtipur, and their supporters, are to finance the vasectomy drive. There’s a bounty for
city residents too: anyone helping round up eligible street dogs for a vasectomy will be paid Rs 50 each.
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British aid
Following the donors meeting on Nepal in London on 20 June, Britain has just released £6.7 million more to
support development activities that produce quick results, and to reinforce the capacity of Nepal’s military
and police. The UK’s development assistance to Nepal is £27 million this year, up from £20 million last year.
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Media policy
The Ministry of Information and Communication (MOIC) has approved a media policy that has some new
provisions, but remains mostly unchanged on issues relating to ownership of both state-run and private
media, especially cross ownership. Specific sections of the policy relate to plans to run and manage state-
run newspapers, radio, and television, and hint at come changes. The MOIC is to start selling shares of the
Gorkhapatra corporation. On broadcasting, the policy talks about the need for a National Broadcasting
Authority, but does not say if this would be independent. The policy, which covers every field under the
purview of the MOIC—advertising, telecommunications, postal services, film, etc—does not go into too
much detail, leaving officials plenty of room to interpret the specifics of the document.
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The people speak out
If the huge crowd that came out to a recent public hearing is any indication, general people want a quick
end to the Maoist insurgency. They want the end to come through a dialogue between the government and
the insurgents, and they want the Maoist to initiate that dialogue. On 24 June over 900 people gathered in the
capital to voice their opinions about how to resolve the insurgency. They listened to five speakers—all leaders in
their respective fields—neurosurgeon Upendra Devkota, advocate and women’s rights activist Sapana Malla-
Pradhan, water expert Dipak Gyawali, dalit rights activist Durga Sob, and independent leftist activist and writer
Hari Roka. Although all the panelists, except Roka, concurred that dialogue between the Maoists and the
government is impossible unless the insurgents lay down their weapons, the majority of the public who spoke said
that a sincere ceasefire should be a precondition for any talks. In a poll conducted at the end of the hearing, 56
percent of the general public voted that the Maoist should declare a ceasefire and initiate talks soon.
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Making our Mark
country. “In the long run, what we
are able to achieve here will
influence how and what we are able
to contribute to the uplift of Nepal
and Nepalis, much like the success
of NRIs has now begun to have an
impact on India’s economic and social
revival,” states an ANA declaration.

The NRN community now has
more incentive to do just that, after
the recent government decision to
issue 10-year visas to non-citizen
NRNs. Until now, emigrant Nepalis
wishing to visit home had to apply for
the same tourist visa issued to other
foreigners, which allows a maximum
stay of only five months in a calendar
year. Now, say NRNs we spoke with,
they will find it easier to return home,
invest in Nepal and familiarise their
children with their motherland.

The change in Nepali law came
about through the efforts of Gandhi
Pandit, Minendra Rijal and Prakash
Sharan Mahat, three influential
Nepalis in Kathmandu who lobbied
the government. To thank them,
the ANA will recognise the three at
its summer convention, although
only Pandit will be able to attend in
person. He won’t be the first
Nepali to be felicitated by the NRN
community—in 2000, Sher
Bahadur Deuba attended the ANA
Millennium Convention in Atlanta,
where he discussed Nepali affairs
and agreed to help alter the visa
regulation. �
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The Westfield Marriott Conference Centre in Virginia is where the
Nepalis will be this week.

Available at all leading pharmacies
Ask for this brand new collection of Kunda Dixit’s
Under My Hat columns at a bookshop near you.

Rs 200. To order,
email: subscription@himalmedia.com or
call (01) 543333-7 and just give your

phone number and address.

Nepali Times  subscribers get a 20 percent discount for their copy.

The objective of the Rural Development Programme (RDP), implemented by HMG/N and supported by the
German Agency for Technical Cooperation (GTZ), is to enable the rural population to improve its socio-
economic situation. RDP’s main areas of activity are the promotion of self-help-groups, rural transport
infrastructure development, strengthening NGOs and local government bodies as well as economic
development and employment promotion.

RDP invites applications from qualified professionals for the following post:

Social and Economic Development Specialist

Major responsibilities:
� Support social and economic development activities, including income generation and employment

promotion.
� Support to implement social mobilization, self-help promotion and resource mobilization activities

in Sankhuwasabha District.
� Liase/support DDC staff in institutional/enterprise development and accessibility planning.
� Facilitate to establish linkages and networking between self-help groups and external service

providers, local bodies to access resources and technical know-how.

Required qualification and experience:
� Master’s degree in development studies or social science or economics or equivalent degree.
� At least 5 years of field experience, having 3 years in the area of social and institutional

organisational development and capacity building of local bodies, organisations and communities.
� Practical experience of working directly with communities and civil society including NGOs.
� Experience of working with DDCs, HMG line agencies and private sectors/service providers.
� Bright in negotiating skills preferably with good knowledge of conflict prevention and management.
� Experience of project planning, monitoring, evaluation and reporting with application of logical

frame approach.
� Excellent knowledge of English and Nepali, both written and spoken.
� Excellent working knowledge in computer application (MS Word, Excel etc.)

Preferable:
� Knowledge about social mobilization, public participatory activities including PRA/RRA methods,

social training and rural poverty and poverty alleviation programmes.
� Skills and experience in the context of rural infrastructure development projects.
� Good working knowledge of software base data entries and processing in computer.
� Basic knowledge in German language.

The post will be based in Khandbari, Sankhuwasabha.
The salary and social/fringe benefits will correspond to the GTZ rules applicable to the national staff.

Interested candidates should send their CV, two references and a passport size photograph in an
envelope marked with the application for the post to the following address by 15 July 2002. Only short
listed candidates will be called for an interview. Telephone enquiries will not be entertained.

Programme Coordinator
RDP/GTZ
‘B’ Block, Karmachari Sanchaya Kosh Building
Pulchowk, (Opposite United Nations House)
P.O. Box 1457 Kathmandu

Women are particularly
encouraged to apply

German Technical Cooperation
Rural Development Programme

VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT
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by PUSKAR BHUSALSOMEWHERE IN NEPAL

“The Congress has degenerated into warring
groups so much so that the name conveys no
sense unless it is referred to as Congress of so
and so. Americans are fishing fast in these
troubled waters and they are troubling the
waters more to do more fishing. Their idea is to
recondition the landlocked territory of

Nepal into a streamlined military outpost
and airbase against the People’s Republic of
China. Public opinion is extremely resentful of
giving priority to military rehabilitation than to
the amelioration of the wretched conditions of
the people. Politically, the people are veering
round to two parallel centres. In between these
two powerful formations, Congress is being
squeezed out, having lost all its prestige by
internecine quarrel.”

The two parallel centres the foregoing
paragraph refers to are not the Maoist left and
the reactionary right. They were the banned
Gurkha Dal and the United Front of commu-
nists, socialists and other progressives closing
in on the political centre half a century ago. If
this excerpt from a 16 May, 1953 piece by
Bombay-based Blitz weekly’s staff correspond-
ent sounds like some of the editorials appearing
in today’s Indian press, it’s probably because
we’ve come full circle.

Not that we weren’t warned about the
shape of things to come. “The Cold War ended
more than ten years ago, but we may be seeing
the recurrence of a new Cold War in our
region,” then-foreign minister Chakra Bastola
cautioned us last year (Nepali Times, 4-10

Internationally, Nepal is back where it was half-a-century ago, and a century before that.
Cold War II

May 2001, #42). Many of us dismissed his
words as the work of a zealous ex-ambassador
trying to reinvent a portfolio few elected
politicians seemed to covet. Although Bastola
was speaking about the possibility of the pre-9/
11 US-China tensions spilling over into South
Asia, he might as well have been predicting the
collision of the interests of the world’s two
largest democracies.

Embodied in India’s economic liberalisa-
tion policies in the 1990s was a strategic
decision to move closer to the United States.
Trade, access to American weapons systems and
the creation of a strong alliance to counter
China were part of the Indian aspirations. The
Americans didn’t necessarily weigh things the
same way. When the Bharatiya Janata Party
wrested power from the Congress in the mid-
1990s, some US newspaper columnists decried
the rise of “fascism” in the guise of Hindutva.
As Pakistan’s stock as a strategic ally of the
United States seemed to plummet, India saw a
window of opportunity. It began lobbying the
White House and Capitol Hill through
Corporate America and the Israelis. It worked.
The anti-BJP tirade on US editorial pages gave
way to tributes to the emergence of a promising
partnership. But there was a caveat. President
Bill Clinton wasn’t about to unfreeze the
dozens of F-16s Pakistan had paid for.
However, he didn’t mind spending six hours

in the world’s newest nuclear-armed state,
under a fresh spell of military rule, during his
South Asian tour in 2000. By the evening of
11 September, 2001, Islamabad was back on
Washington’s strategic map, heightening
anxiety levels in New Delhi.

Some Indian security analysts detect in
Nepal’s Maoist insurgency a rare opportunity
to foster cooperation with the United States
without Pakistan coming in the picture. Others
are alarmed by the impending relegation of
India to junior-partner status in its own
backyard. With the SAARC quintet—
Bangladesh, Bhutan, Nepal, Maldives and Sri
Lanka—having expressed varying degrees of
interest in forging a new partnership with the
United States, India’s “look west” policy has
evidently entered the monitoring-and-
evaluation phase.

Where does all this leave Nepal? “Inevita-
bly, [Nepal] will become of greater and greater
importance if we persist in our present policy
of lessening British influence in India,”
Perceval Landon wrote in his two-part 1928
tome on the kingdom. “It is not impossible
that Nepal may even be called to control the
destiny of India.” (Nepal, Volume II, p. 363)
Many of us thought Nepal had already played
its part two decades later when Maharaja
Mohan Sumshere, responding to Prime
Minister Jawahar Lal Nehru’s request,
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As India assesses the future of its relations
with the United States amid the rehabilitation
of Pakistan in international corridors of power,
Landon’s prognosis has acquired new purport
for Nepalis. It looks like Lashkar-e-Toiba and
Jaish-e-Mohammad figured that out before
most of us did. �
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despatched Nepali soldiers for garrison duty in
India as part of Delhi’s effort to persuade
recalcitrant princely states to accede to the
union. In fact, Nepali soldiers found them-
selves engaged in direct action in Hyderabad,
which would culminate in the state’s agreement
to join the Indian union.

(Whether this fragment from Nepali
history would do anything to mollify Indians
miffed by Jang Bahadur’s role in putting
down the mutiny and by Nepali soldiers’
fierce sense of loyalty to the empire at
Jallianwallah Bagh remains
outside the purview of this
piece.)
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INTERVIEW

Nepali Times: How did you land up in Nepal, was
it something you wanted?

Harinder Singh: South Asia is now a separate region for the
Hyatt hotels worldwide, as we have more hotels coming up
in the region. The idea is to have more local people running
them. So when Martin’s (Van Kan) term expired I was
offered the position.

What did you expect to find here?
We were aware of what is happening here, and the chal-
lenges, so nothing was a surprise as far as the performance of
the hotel is concerned.

So, what do you see?
It’s a challenge. We need to improve what we are doing
because, first, we stepped into the market when there was the
unfortunate incident concerning the monarchy, and the
escalation of the Maoist rebellion. These were followed by the
anti-Indian incidents, followed again by 11 September.
We’ve been unlucky. More than anything else, it was
unfortunate that all this happened when we were just
opening. I think we need to do better.

How do you plan to get there?
We need to get out into the market and tell people about this
hotel. Tell other parts of the world that we exist here. We
need to educate people on what this property is. We need to
market it differently, we need to let people know what we
offer—not just the hotel, but the country and the city. I
knew where Nepal was, but I’ve had lots of pleasant
surprises in the last seven days. There is so much to offer
here—outdoor activities like paragliding, mountain flights,
visits to China, and all the trekking areas that I was not
aware of.

How can Hyatt’s worldwide network help get
more tourists to your hotel and to Nepal?
The local tourist office and government have to help promote
a country. We can help, provided the package is something
Hyatt and the government are doing together. It isn’t
possible, from a Hyatt point of view, to sell a country, as we
have 200 hotels. You need much bigger infrastructure than
we have in our region for that to happen. But all our hotels
are interlinked and we all have regular data exchanges. The
network has always been helpful.

In terms of averages, how has your performance
been since opening?
The occupancy is not extremely high, but there have been
certain dates when we’ve done very well. There are also days
when we haven’t. On average, we need to pull up.

Do you see any quick solutions to improving the
tourism scenario?
There are a lot of things the government can do. Making visa
on arrivals more efficient, other little things to make the
tourists welcome, inviting people from other countries to
come and see for themselves. I understand some travel agents
went to China recently and the people there want to come. I
think people are not coming only because of their percep-
tions of the security situation, otherwise everything else is
positive. We need to build confidence in tourists that Nepal
is a secure place. I don’t see much insecurity here, honestly,
as much as you hear about it as an outsider. We need to
send out more positive feelers and that can only be done by
inviting people over and sending people out to promote the
country.

How has the monsoon tourist flow been?
We have special packages with a few travel agents because
now is when schools in India are closed for the summer.
That’s got us some business. The hotel has been doing very
well for the past two months. May was very good and June is
picking up. Every day we cross the figures we had forecast.

How did you manage to get your recent large
Australian group?
Our sales team had been working on that; they were actually
supposed to have come last year. It was a group of older
people who wanted to see Mt Everest. They were thrilled.
I’m sure that the world is full of people who want to see

“The solution is a
good economy.”

Harinder Singh is the new general
manager at the Hyatt Regency,

Kathmandu. Singh comes to Nepal
from the Hyatt Regency New Delhi.
Nepali Times spoke with her about
the prospects for tourism in Nepal,

the need to market Nepal better
abroad, and the challenges

of working here in the
present situation.
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Adulterated foods
The Department of Food Technology says its investigations show that 15 percent of all edible products in the
market are adulterated. A 10-month study of 619 samples collected nation-wide revealed that 89 were sub-
standard. Over half of all “pasteurised” milk samples tested from Kathmandu markets contained Coliform
bacteria, including milk sold by the state-owned Dairy Development Corporation. Bottled water was another
major culprit—more than half the samples tested revealed the presence of bacteria. The same goes for
edible oils, which contained traces of argimore, a natural product that is said to be harmful to health. Despite
this, the department says that the levels of the undesired substances and life forms in food products has
declined, compared with last years’ findings.
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Super savings
The Laxmi Bank has launched a new deposit-generating drive by offering what it calls a Super Savings
Account. Interest under the scheme is calculated on the basis of the daily balance, and account holders
maintaining a minimum balance under the scheme get “privileged” banking services, including lower bank
fees, accidental insurance coverage, and assistance for all banking transactions. The month-old Laxmi Bank,
headquartered in Birganj, is the country’s 16th commercial bank. It says its focus will largely be on trade and
retail banking.
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Share sales
The Life Insurance Corporation (Nepal)—a joint venture of the Life Insurance Corporation of India and the
Vishal Group—is issuing shares worth Rs 50 million to the general public next month. NIDC Capital Markets
will manage the issue. Vishal’s Indian partner controls 55 percent of the stock in the venture
whose authorised capital is Rs 250 million, and paid-up capital Rs 200 million. Likewise, the
Everest Bank is issuing preference shares worth Rs 140 million starting today.
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Self-check
Here’s news for the diabetic. The CAS Trading House has begun marketing German-made
gadgets that can help diabetics to keep track of their glucose count without having to
visit a pathologist at every sign of discomfort. The two models currently offered are the
Accu-Chek Active and Glucotrend. A self-check cannot take the place of thorough,
regular examinations by professionals, but can be an efficient way to keep track of your
health in between visits.

Everest. We need to market harder to get them here.

Is that a sign of a general tourism revival?
I think so. Also, people come if you have packages; it just
depends on how you market them. I’ve seen that the hotels
here are full of holiday-makers, casinos full of people who
are not locals. The restaurants here have been doing very
well. But again there was much more before—but now it can
only improve. I think we need to build relationships with
people, locals, expatriates, whoever has business. There are
certain things in business that carry on irrespective of bad
economy and poor security. We need to look at that market
because business has to go on.

What should the government do right away to
help a turnaround?
I think there are a few restrictions on travel to Nepal, such as
the embassy advisories, which should be lifted. The most
important thing the government can do is tell other
governments that these advisories should not be given
without consultations or proper information on the
situation. The advisories were discussed at a recent PATA
conference where it was agreed that governments should talk
with their counterparts to ensure that such advisories should
not be issued just for the sake of being issued.

We also need to build confidence about the security
there is in the country. It is not as insecure as it is perceived
to be. Of course, once tourists come in the economy will
boom and once the economy begins to recover, it will benefit
all. I think the solution to any rebellion is a good economy.

How does this property rate with other Hyatts in
the region?
This is a Hyatt Regency, but my first impression was that of
a Grand Hyatt, which is more luxurious. This hotel was
almost branded as a Grand Hyatt but due to regional
reasons we had to make it a Hyatt Regency. If I look around
Kathmandu there is no property comparable to this. I don’t
just say that, I’ve seen all the other hotels, and nothing
compares to the facilities we have.
You’re the second woman general manager
we’ve met in Nepal. Is this a growing trend?
I wish it were. I’m the first woman general manager at a
Hyatt International in South Asia. In Hyatt worldwide, I
don’t think there are more than five women general
managers. You have to prove much more than your men
colleagues. Your ability to do things may be tenfold, but you
have to prove that all the time. But I never thought about
myself as being a woman in a man’s world, I’ve just done
what I’ve had to.
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we talking about, and do you think the message
sank in?
A: Clare Short said that there was an urgent need to
address the underlying issues of corruption, discrimi-
nation and weak governance. These are genuine
weaknesses, and have provided the fertile ground in
which the conflict has taken root and flourished.
Clare Short’s view is that radical reform is needed to
prioritise delivery of services to poor people. And
that issues of corruption, exclusion and poor
governance need to be addressed as a matter of
urgency. We believe that there must be a peaceful,
political resolution to the crisis in the country. And
we ardently hope that such a resolution will be
possible. But we believe that, even if there is such a
resolution, unless the underlying issues of corrup-
tion, exclusion and poor governance are addressed,
the problem of conflict will re-emerge in some form,
at some point
in the future.

Q: And did the issue of human rights violations
come up?
A: This was indeed discussed. The meeting ex-
pressed its solidarity with all the victims of the
conflict, and recognised the needs in particular of
those bereaved, dispossessed and displaced by the
conflict. The meeting expressed the view that the
conflict represented a threat to the human rights of
the citizens of Nepal, and recalled the obligations
on both parties to the conflict to ensure respect for
human rights, international humanitarian law and
the safety of civilian non-combatants. We also
discussed the central role of civil society in monitor-
ing and developing responses to the conflict.

Q: How about concerns of some delegates that the
insurgency may be a broader threat to regional
security?
A: Yes. The meeting expressed its concern at the
possible impact of the conflict on wider regional
stability. I think we all recognise that a deepening
conflict is a very negative influence in regional
terms.

Q: The UK chairman of the meeting called for ìthe
strongest possible political leadershipî in
Nepal. What kind of leadership was he talking
about?
A: We all recognised that strong leadership was a
pre-requisite. This was not a coded reference to
any particular political construct. That is a matter
for Nepal and the Nepali people alone. But I
think we recognise that Nepal needs the focussed
guidance of enlightened leadership if it is to plot
a course out of crisis. This is in the interests of all
of the people of Nepal. Now, more than ever, is a
time for stable governance.

“Nepal needs focussed guidance of
enlightened leadership.”

Q: But were there differences in approach between
Nepalís immediate neighbours and the western
powers vis-a-vis the insurgency?
A: This, I think, was the most significant achievement of
the meeting. Our first priority was to explore the thinking
of partners on the core issues around the conflict. We
were encouraged by the discussions, which delivered
broad and unanimous agreement on the key priorities.
These were reflected in the Chairman’s Statement. We
condemned terrorism and expressed support for the
Government of Nepal’s efforts to combat Maoist violence.
We noted that the conflict posed a threat to regional
stability, and the human rights of the people of Nepal.
We discussed possible assistance to a future peace
process. And we noted the need for an integrated
approach to security, reform and development, stressing
the urgent need to tackle poverty, exclusion, poor
governance, discrimination, corruption, livelihoods and
human rights.

Q: Your Foreign Office Minister Mike OíBrien said
after the meeeting last week that Nepal must not be
allowed to become a ìfailed stateî. Did the partici-
pants see signs of that happening?
A: That’s right. We believe it is imperative that the
international community should coordinate its efforts to
assist the government of Nepal in its struggle against
terrorism. Nepal should not be allowed to become a
“failed state”. I realise that this is strong language, and
an horrendous prospect. We may be a long way from this
prospect today. But the dangers exist. We have all lived
through the process of restoring peace and security to
Afghanistan. And we recognise that it is better to choose
to resolve difficulties than to be forced to address
catastrophes.

Q: We hear that the British International Development
Secretary Clare Short reiterated her concerns about
Nepalís weak governance and corruption, and called
for ìradical reformsî. What kind of reforms are
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eavenly bliss, or hellish pain,
depending on which team has
scored: ours, or theirs. How can
the trajectory of a ball cause so

much pain or bliss? For weeks I have sat at
my television watching the World Cup. My
wife threatens me with divorce and other
disciplinary measures. What is the source of
this attraction, this magic?

The world of play is our permanent
Garden of Eden. At any moment we may
step from our real world into the freedom,
innocence, and bliss of play. Football and
the Garden of Eden? What do they have to
do with each other?

Each delineates a sacred sphere of
freedom and order, innocence, spirituality
and justice from our everyday world of
chaos, bondage, injustice and guilt. The
chessboard, the tennis court, the soccer
field: within their boundaries we feel free
because here it is we who make the rules
and are not subjected to the iron laws of the
outside world. We feel innocent too,
because the world of play is also a world of
innocence: a Garden of Eden before the
Fall. Here we can be childishly selfish, we
can gratify our thirst for success, power and
domination—all without guilt.

In the world of play freedom is gener-
ated, paradoxically, by restrictions. In
soccer, the basic rule is simple: the ball is to
be moved, from the central point, into one
of the goals. If the ball would roll from the
centre point straight into one of the goals,
its track would be, or would seem to be,
strictly determined and the whole thing
would be boring. To generate freedom, rules
put obstacles in the way of the ball and
complicate its movement.

First, two teams of 11 players are put on
the field with the task of getting the ball
into the goal. Second, they are told to get
the ball into opposite goals. With 22 players
with their own wills and skills, with various
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by BILL BREWSTERSUCKER FOR SOCCER

Syakar Company Ltd
Jyoti Bhawan, Kantipath Kathmandu

The Forwards
Written off by critics prior to the start of the
tournament, Ronaldo has finally proven his worth
at this world cup, an achievement that can only
be improved upon if Brazil go on to win the
tournament for an unprecedented fifth time.
Ronaldo leads the top scorers so far along with
team-mate Rivaldo and Germany’s Miroslav
Klose, but (till presstime) has had more
shots on goal than any one else in the
tournament.

Joining him is Turkey’s shaven-
headed and hugely impressive
Hasan Sas who seems to have
stolen Zidane’s fire at this world
cup, playing in a very similar role
in an uncannily similar style to the
French number ten, but with far
more aggression. The third forward
is Ronaldinho who lit up the World
Cup with two magical moves that
downed England, just before being
controversially sent-off. The sheer
audacity and genius of his chip over
David Seaman was perhaps the goal of
the tournament.

The Midfield
Japan’s Junichi Inamoto, who bears an
extraordinary resemblance to an Animè
figure with his dyed blond hair leads the all
star midfield. Inamoto’s excellent attacking
play, superb finishing and defensive work
made him one the most exciting players of
the tournament in the first round despite
Japan’s early exit.

Nepali Times Eleven
If it were up to us

to choose from
the World Cup

2002 performers,
this would be our

dream team.

efore this World Cup began,
many football experts predicted
that there wouldn’t be a new

winner this year. They were right. But
one month ago, the buzz was all about
previous champs Argentina, France,
Italy and England, plus elegant party-
crashers Portugal. Almost nobody
thought Brazil and Germany would be
fighting it out in the final. Sure, the
pundits said, you can never count
either country out entirely. But this
year’s teams from the two countries are
neither their best nor their most-loved,
and both struggled just to qualify, and
besides, shouldn’t some less successful
nation get a turn as champion?

Evidently not.
On paper, Sunday’s final is a

dream match-up: South America’s
most successful team ever versus
Europe’s most successful team ever,
playing for football’s biggest prize on a
neutral continent.

Brazil will probably be the
favourites. Depressingly for fans,
Germany will be missing their
offensive catalyst Michael Ballack
through suspension, but the essence of
the match remains the same: the
tournament’s most prolific and creative
offence against its stingiest defence and
best goalkeeper, captain Oliver Kahn.

Don’t expect the whole match to

2-1 That would
make the final
truly exciting.

be played in Germany’s half of the
field, though. The Germans will use
their strength and size to break up
plays in their defensive end, win the
ball in the midfield, and get it up
front quickly against a Brazilian back
line that still probably spends a little
too much time going forward.

Brazil, on the other hand, are ...
well, Brazil. This year again they have
been the most consistently attractive
team in the tournament with their
creativity, ball control, ability to
maintain possession, and threatening
moves in front of goal. They’re the
only team to have won every game
they’ve played in the tournament

Germany haven’t been behind at

any point in their previous six
matches, so we don’t know how
they’ll react if they go a goal down.
Will they have the firepower and
adventurous spirit to throw every-
thing forward?

My dream final—an attractive,
entertaining match—would have
Germany scoring the first goal,
preferably in the first half. They’d
then have to withstand an hour or so
of desperate Brazilian attack, surely
giving Kahn ample opportunity to
shine. If Germany gets the first one I
think it’s anybody’s game, but if I
had to predict I see Brazil beating
Germany 2-1; for effect, let’s say it’ll
be on a golden goal in extra time.  �

movements of confrontation and coopera-
tion, the number of possible combinations
is increased almost ad infinitum. After this
only one additional factor is needed to
create a real world of happy surprises,
freedom and bliss: the ball.

Balls are among the most important
“freedom generators” in our lives. A ball is
freedom embodied. It may bounce in any
direction. It seems to have its “own will”. It
is an object and, nevertheless, it seems to be
free. By introducing the factor of chance
and unpredictability into the game, the ball
transforms a bitter and down-to-earth
human fight into an epiphany of spirituality
and freedom.

In its brisk movements chance and
human will interact, dance, and somer-
sault with each other. The ball flashes to
and fro in happy irresponsibility—between
human will and chance, freedom and
limitation, success and failure, hope and
the loss of hope—to bounce back into
the world of hope in the next moment. It
has its own universe. It moves in the
sphere of the sacred.

But that sacred does not exist without
the profane. The football field is marked off
and opposed to the surrounding world. The
experience and the sacred ceremony remain
incomplete if tension between the field and
the grandstand is missing. The clean
emerald field and freedom of the game must
be opposed by the howling mob in the
darkness of the stands, burning red
torches and jerking between ecstatic joy
and hellish misery.

In our everyday lives, reason and
passions are mixed. Soccer (like some other
games) separates, and opposes to each
other, these two realms. All passions,
emotions and instincts are pushed over to
the side of the spectators. They rage and
love, prance and explode, and finally reach a
catharsis (if their team wins) or to descend
into hell (if their team loses ). At the same
time, they watch, perceive, and experience
the freedom of Apollonian or Platonic

spirituality of the game going on in
the field.

Yes, players move in a world of
spirituality. They act according to clear,
sacred rules. While in play, they are
supposed to act as pure rational beings
who leave behind their everyday passions
and emotions, personal wishes or fears.
They move in the world of pure morality
and justice. The player’s world is one of
justice and total impartiality; of a perfect
equality of opportunity, which is never
achieved in our everyday lives. Even
advantages deriving from the direction of
the wind are balanced. The two teams
change sides at the half. When and where
do we, the privileged and the underprivi-
leged, change sides in the real world?

Players,
too, are not
supposed to
break the rules.
If they do, they
are punished
and, if they
relapse,
excluded from play. They are expelled
from the sphere of spirituality and we see
them disappearing into the chilly Hades
of the locker room. The real expulsion
from Paradise comes only if the sanctity
of play is profaned, if the spell is broken:
by players falling out of their angelic
roles and starting a fight in the field; by a
cheating referee; by people realising that
a match is rigged; by spectators invading
the field. Such events do lasting damage
to people and to the community. It is a
bitter shock to realise the fragility of our
world of freedom, spirituality, and
dignity and awaken again (as we will
when the Cup winner is decided) in our
less hospitable everyday world.  �
(Project Syndicate)

(Elemer Hankiss is a professor at the
Institute of Sociology, the Hungarian
Academy of Sciences, Budapest.)

A ball is
freedom
embodied.
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Germany’s new star Michael Ballack gets a
place for recording the most assists in the tourna-
ment so far. His contribution has been crucial to

Germany’s route to the final considering how
important lone goals have been to their
advancement in the knockout stages of the
tournament.

The United States’ Claudio Reyna and
Korea’s Yoo Sang-Chul were instrumental

to both their countries’ surprising run to
the knockout stages of the World Cup.

The Defence
England’s Rio Ferdinand,
Spanish captain Fernando Hierro
and Senegal’s Omar Daf have

been among the most impressive
defenders of the competition so far.

Hierro has been like a human wall for
Spain, and is one of the best in reading
the game and being where the ball is
when it counts. Rio Ferdinand has been
there to score goals for England as well as
defend, and Daf has always been an
integral part of Senegal’s devastating
counterattacking moves as well as recording
the highest number of tackles per game in
the tournament.

The Goalkeeper
Oliver Kahn has arguably been the best

keeper in the World Cup. He literally took
over the faltering German defence against

the United States in the quarter-finals,
stopping everything the Americans threw at
him.
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by RALF DAHRENDORFCOMMENT

t began with collecting
rubbish. Since the 1980s,
local communities everywhere

have discovered that they could
guarantee the service without
actually providing it themselves.
Private companies removed
household rubbish more reliably
and efficiently than the public
service had done before.
Suddenly there were no delays,
no strikes, no bad manners.
Since then the principle has been
applied to many services: traffic
wardens and airport security,
then railway lines and flight
control systems, hospital
buildings and even prisons all
came to be run by public-private
partnerships, or “PPPs” as they
are known in the United
Kingdom.

The principle is simple.
Government guarantees certain
services but private agents
provide them. In this way
citizens get what they need, but
more efficiently and also
cheaper. Originally, this was a
project of the centre-right, part
of the privatisation wave which
swept the US and Europe in the
Reagan-Thatcher years. Since
then, the political left has adopted
it and added its own theory.

Britain’s thoughtful Chancel-
lor of the Exchequer Gordon
Brown regards PPP as part of a

sea change in Labour Party
thinking. For a century (he
argues) the left fought private
privilege by strengthening the
state. Now the state has given
rise to its own vested, privileged
interests that can only be broken
by a new combination of public
guarantees and private provisions.
More recently, Brown extended
the PPP principle to comprise
not just the provision of services
by private companies, but also by
a “third,” voluntary or charitable,
sector. Britain’s “New Deal” to
bring long-term unemployed
youths into work includes the use
of voluntary organisations as a
vehicle to future employment.
Britain’s National Health Service
now employs several hundred
thousand volunteers. In the
delivery of development aid
NGOs have long played a crucial
role. To PPPs, public-voluntary-
partnerships—call them PVPs—
have been added. Such develop-
ments aren’t confined to Britain.

There is an element of black
magic about setting up public-
private partnerships and suddenly
everything is both cheaper and
more efficient. How can this
work? Two risks in particular
have come to the fore. The first is
that state “guarantees” of services
may turn out to cost more than
fine promises by ministers. What

if the partners, whether private
or charitable, collapse and must
be bailed out with taxpayers’
money? What about the “fat
cats” who made fortunes out of
the PPP. What about their not-
so-fat shareholders who—in the
end—also clamour for compen-
sation from a state that
promised much but failed to
deliver.

The other risk is most
evident in PVPs. Such partner-
ships turn voluntary associa-
tions into effective agents of the
state. Lured by tax concessions,
third sector bodies hitch their
destiny to governments and lose
their independence. This
destroys the liberty that defines
civil society. It is centralisation
by stealth. It could be argued
that the same is true for PPPs—
they create power without
responsibility. The state
becomes the sole repository of
public purposes.

Any reversal of this trend
seems too early. After all, there
is much to be said for the
principle of reducing the direct
involvement of the state in the
provision of services. Yet a few
questions need answers if the
principle is to command
ongoing acceptance. One
question is: where do the limits
of private provision for public

purposes lie? Many people find
private prisons unacceptable.
There are also those who wonder
whether there is not an important
difference between the provision
of an infrastructure for services
and these services themselves—
public tracks and private trains as
it were. There may well be limits
to the usefulness of both PPPs
and PVPs. Above all, the matter
of control, of checks and bal-
ances, has to be resolved. In the
public sphere, democratic
institutions exercise control. In
the private sphere, corporate
governance is increasingly
developed into a fairly transpar-
ent system.

The voluntary sector admit-
tedly raises more complicated
issues. But PPPs fall between the
stools. Governments can say that
they did not have responsibility
for the services, and the private
providers can say that they merely
did what government wanted. In
the end, not just democracy but the
taxpayer may be the victim.
Democratising PPPs is therefore
the next task. � (Project Syndicate)

(Ralf Dahrendorf, a member of
the British House of Lords and a
former Rector of the London
School of Economics, is the
author of numerous acclaimed
books.)

Neither public nor private

I

Public-private partnerships need to
be democratised to work.
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Australia immigration update
CANBERRA, Jun 20 (IPS) - Refugee support groups hailed the defeat
in the Senate last week of Australian government regulations to
excise 3,000 islands off the country’s northern coast from legislation
on refugees’ rights. However, the day after the defeat the government
promptly introduced legislation virtually identical to the defeated
regulations, signifying that its hardline approach to asylum seekers
was far from over. Although it expects the latest proposed legislation
to be defeated as well, officials believe it would but enable another
race-based election to be called, possibly as early as next year, and
give the government of Prime Minister John Howard a new mandate.
“We intend to give the opposition an opportunity to make it clear that
they are sabotaging the border protection measures,” Minister for
Immigration Philip Ruddock told parliament about the new legisla-
tion. But the National Coordinator of Australians for Just Refugee
Programmes, Howard Glenn, welcomed the Senate vote as one more
stage in the unravelling of the government’s hardline anti-refugee
policy. “We are delighted that the opposition parties are not going to
let the government get away with a policy based on rhetoric,” he said.

The original regulations exempted a swathe of 3,000 tiny islands
in Australian territorial waters, spanning from the Coral Sea off the
Queensland coast across to Western Australia, from the provisions of
the Migration Act. The proposed excision of the islands would
prevent refugees landing on Australian territory from the legal right
to seek asylum. (IPS)
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Indigenous rights
BRUSSELS - Representatives of 40 indigenous peoples organisa-
tions from Africa, Latin America and Asia have asked for direct
participation in development projects funded by the European
Union. The delegates made the demand at a conference in Brussels
last week. The meeting, organised by the Rainforest Foundation UK,
the International Alliance of Indigenous-Tribal Peoples of the
Tropical Forests, and the European Commission, was attended by
representatives of 55 indigenous groups and 46 non-governmental
organisations, and a large number of EU officials and government
representatives. In Brazil indigenous people number less than 0.1
per cent of the population. In Peru they number 40 per cent. There
are about 5,000 indigenous groups—some 250 million people—in
about 70 countries. The rainforests alone are home to an
estimated 50 million.

The conference asked the EU to recognise indigenous people as
“political entities, as peoples and actors with authority over their own
development”. The recommendations note that since most EU
external relations are with states, innovative initiatives are needed to
build relations with indigenous peoples. Poul Nielson, EU commis-
sioner for development policy, agreed that securing access to land
and natural resources is crucial for indigenous peoples.  (IPS)
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Canada’s Indian Act
OTTAWA - Last week, the federal government announced changes to
the 126-year-old Indian Act that will give more power to First Nations
people in Canada’s over 600 reserves over public health, traffic,
roads, the environment, the protection of language and culture and
other local affairs. But the changes were denounced by Indian chiefs
as a continuation of unwarranted and paternalistic interference into
the lives of native peoples.

The problem is, many First Nations people have far more
pressing problems in their lives than issues of democratic reform and
financial accountability. Many reserves lack clean drinking water or
adequate housing and are dealing with the scourge of alcohol abuse
and teen suicides. (Guardian)
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Tony Broadmoor: You have an incredible grassroots following right
now, but the majority of these people arenít registered members of the
NLD or other opposition parties. How can you harness this force?
Aung San Suu Kyi: This is the reason we’ve been working for the rights of
political parties to operate freely, because in any country the only way you
get the people to have a voice is through political parties. The NLD has
been struggling to carry on that we may have the opportunity to give a
voice to these people. Mind you, I don’t think we are the only political
party that can do it. I think especially in the ethnic nationality areas they
have their own parties, which should be allowed to operate freely.

During the 20 months of the talks did you find the generals sincere?
Was there any change in their attitude?
I think there is a change in their attitude; otherwise we wouldn’t be where we are.
And as to the matter of sincerity, this is for time to answer.

Was your release as a face-saving gesture for the UN and the SPDC
[the State Peace and Development Council, Burmaís ruling military
junta? What do you think of the role of the UN special envoy?
I don’t think it was a face-saving gesture for either. We have faith in Mr
Razali’s goodwill, confidence that the UN wants what is best for Burma and
that it wants to implement what is spelled out in the UN resolution on
Burma. We look upon Mr Razali as a man of integrity who is truly inter-
ested in bringing about desirable change.

What might push the SPDC to change?
I think the impetus behind any decision to change is the realisation that
change is really for the best and you accept that, or you see that change is
inevitable and decide to gracefully go the way of change.

Do you feel there are members of the regime who recognise the
magnitude of Burmaís social and economic crises and want peace and
change, but are afraid to speak up?
I don’t know whether there are people [in the military] who support me, or
the NLD, but certainly I’d think there must be people who realise the
enormity of our economic and social problems. Whether or not they dare
speak up, and why they wouldn’t dare to, if they don’t , that one would only
know with inside knowledge of the regime, which I certainly do not have.

You are calling for an immediate start to the next step of the reconcilia-
tion process. Have there been any developments?
We have nothing to say about that.

In 1999 you said that it wouldnít take another ten years for democracy
to come to Burma. Do you have a vision for five years hence?
I am not a visionary…I can just see us working harder in five years’ time
because this is what everybody has got to be prepared for, to work harder
and when we get democracy to work even harder. There seems to be this
perception in some circles that once we get democracy, we can all sit back
and take it easy, but it is nothing like that. Once we get democracy we have
to work very, very hard, much harder than we have ever worked, because we
will then have the opportunity to be free to work and we need to work to
catch up, because we have fallen behind so very badly over the past
decades. I see us in five years’ time as struggling, but I hope struggling
happily and with liberty.

“Once we get democracy, we
have to work very, very hard.”

What is the next step for the NLD?
Right now, to work very hard to ensure we are in touch with the people so we
can make their voice heard. This is why we started reorganising the party
and reopening party offices—not for the simple joy of hanging up the party
signboard, but because we want to be able to work and want to be able to
get to the people. Just now I was at one of our townships reorganising the
youth committee there. We want more young people to be involved
because this is our future. And despite all the difficulties, young people are
coming forward to take up responsibilities in the NLD’s youth wing. Then we
want to go right down to the village and ward level so that exactly the sort of
people that you are talking about can make their voice heard through us.
They can tell us what they want us to do, so that the lines of communica-
tion are open.

You have said since your release that your stance on sanctions,
humanitarian aid and tourism are unchanged. The issue of humanitarian
aid is obviously sensitive and needs to be addressed in the near term.
We will keep looking into this issue in very practical way. We want to look
into some of the humanitarian aid projects in Burma, and see whether they
are getting aid to the right people in the right way. This is something that
we keep reiterating—that it is not just a matter of giving aid, it has to be
given to the right people in the right way, which is to say it has to be given
to those who really need it, in a way that will strengthen civil society, not in
a way which will entrench the people in the mode of totalitarian rule.

Would you support increased humanitarian aid if it could be proven that
it was being delivered to those in need, and not prolonging the regimeís
grip on power?
We have never said no to humanitarian aid as such. We have always said
humanitarian aid must be given to the right people in the right way, which
of course calls for accountability and transparency. We always say the
minimum necessary requirement is independent monitoring. If people
thought that we simply said no to humanitarian aid, it was a misunderstand-
ing of our position, we have never said that.

Do you see Burma as a federalist nation in the future?
We think that to be a true and lasting union it would have to be of a
federalist nature. It is important that the people of Burma understand what
federal means. The word has unhappy connotations because for some
reason during the early days of independence the perception of people in
Burma and in general—that is to say, those who are interested in such
matters and understood federalism—they understood federal to mean a
system under which each state could opt to secede from the union. This was
the unfortunate misunderstanding that has made ‘federal’ such a danger-
ous concept in Burma. But as you probably know, the ethnic nationalities
are not asking for secession. They are just asking for their rights within a
true federal union.

We have been trying to explain over the years that federal simply
means the division of powers between the central government and the state
governments, and that the constitution makes it clear what powers the
central government has and what powers the state government has, and
who is responsible for anything that could be termed residual powers. If
there is a conflict of interest, there should be a constitutional
method, usually through the judiciary, whereby it can be resolved.
(The Irrawaddy, April 2002)

Shortly after her release
from nearly two years under
house arrest, Aung San Suu
Kyi sat with Tony Broadmoor
for an exclusive interview for
The Irrawaddy  magazine at

the National League for
Democracy (NLD)

headquarters in Rangoon.
She discussed the

challenges that lie ahead
for Burma.
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More talk than money
LONDON - Afghanistan is getting only a small fraction of the billions
of dollars of aid figures announced for its reconstruction, Hafiz
Pasha, assistant secretary-general of the UNDP told IPS last week.
More than $5 billion of aid for Afghanistan was pledged over a five-
year period at a meeting of donors in Tokyo in January. Pasha
explained that the $1.7 billion pledged for this year was followed up
by firm commit-
ments of only $1.1
billion. A total of
$900 million has
come in by way
of actual dis-
bursements,
about 70 per cent
to humanitarian
relief such as
providing food and to facilitate the return of refugees. That
leaves about $250 million for actual reconstruction aid this year. Of
this relatively small amount, a substantial portion is going towards
paying salaries for government staff. Another large component of
this is for providing security services around the country. That
leaves only about $150 million for educational and vocational
development, health and nutrition, and for social programmes.The
UNDP believes that Afghanistan needs a minimum of $1 billion a
year. (IPS)
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Dam promises
BANGKOK - Long-time conflicts over big dam and irrigation
schemes are far from being flushed out, despite the latest
pledge by Thailand’s irrigation department to “shelve all dam
projects opposed by the local people and green groups,”
activists say. At a speech marking the department’s 100th

anniversary last week, irrigation chief Kijja Polphasri proposed a
shift of the department’s massive $7.14 billion annual budget
away from the construction of new dams, and to concentrate on
the maintenance of old ones. Media reports say four dam
projects are likely to be shelved, but the real test of whether the
irrigation chief’s statement represents a rethinking by the govern-
ment of what “development” is for the countryside goes far beyond
this. (IPS)
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Female Salman Rushdie
KABUL - A former women’s affairs minister in Afghanistan fears for
her safety because she is opposed by the country’s powerful
religious establishment. Since her appointment in December to the
interim administration, Sima Samar, a member of the Hazara minority,
has become one of the most visible women in the country and has
travelled abroad to promote the interests of Afghan women. Back
home, however, she has been threatened. Men in police uniforms
have pounded on the gates of her home at night, telling her to leave.

An Afghan newspaper owned by the Jamiat-e-Islami party
published this month what it said was an interview she gave to
a Persian-language magazine in Canada in which she allegedly
said: “I don’t believe in sharia [Islamic law].”

Samar denied saying this but the report was circulated
among loya jirga delegates meeting to choose a new govern-
ment. The chief justice, Abdul Hadi Shinwari, said her reported
words were “against the Islamic nation of Afghanistan”. Earlier
this week, however, the Supreme Court threw out a blasphemy
charge against her. (The Independent)
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Nepali Congress Cup 2002
“Goal!!” “goal!!” “goal!!”

Himalaya Times, 23 June

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

“When the Nepal Congress general convention was held in Pokhara, many schools took a break and shut
down. Teachers are more interested in politics than in doing their work well.”

—Suyog Bhandari, 2002 SLC board topper, in Space Time on 25 June
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Krishna Bhir
Himal Khabarpatrika, 15-29 June

The onset of the monsoon has
exacerbated the fears of travellers on
the Prithivi Highway. Could my
vehicle be trapped in a landslide,
even causing death? Or will I be
trapped at Krishna Bhir and spend a
couple of days there paying Rs 100-
150 for a plate of dal-baht? This is the
kind of thing on people’s minds.

The Prithivi Highway is the
only highway that connects the
capital with 67 of the 75 districts.
For a long time the landslide at
Jogimara troubled them. The
disruption of transport there caused
prices in Kathmandu to rise and also
took many human lives. Just when
Jogimara had been controlled,
Krishna Bhir has begun troubling
us. Over Rs 10.5 million has
already spent on managing this
landslide, and bulldozers are
employed there day and night, but
we still don’t have a clue when the
road there will be reliable. Now
there is one more problem landslide
in the making, at Dahaki Bhir, six
km east of Kurintar.

The site engineer of the roads
department at Gajuri, Ananta
Poudel, says the road was taken
through a hillock made of the debris
of an ancient landslide, which is
why we have a landslide at Dahaki.
It is water under the surface that has
begun  to seep out and cause the
landslide. “But this one is not as
problematic as Krishna Bhir,” adds
Poudel.

Krishna Bhir began slipping two
years ago and there are no signs of
that coming to an end soon. The
slush mud and debris because
surveys have shown that there is no

hard rock under its surface, up to a
depth of about 20 meters.  Because
the mountain is made of sandy,
loose clay the moment it begins to
rain the slush begins to flow. And
it may take many years and billions
to fully control the landslide. Now
foreign donor agencies have also
begun to study this problem.

Work is now underway to build
check dams costing several million
rupees to try to stop the slush and
mud from flowing on the road. The
check dams are being built using
polyethylene sheets on the ground
to prevent the slush from seeping
in—hoping by the time the plastic
rots, there the mud will have
settled. So far, Krishna Bhir alone
has the record of having caused a
traffic jam for 20 days. Besides
these there are over 20 landslides
between Thankot and Mugling,
which also do their share of traffic
obstruction every now and then.
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Listen to the voices
Editorial in the Rajdhani, 25 June

The cadres gathered in Pokhara
advised Girija Prasad Koirala to give
up association with wrong people in
the party. This request may be
difficult for many to digest, some
might also find it bitter. But the
truth is that this is a problem not
just of Congress but also of all
parties. For their belief and
ideology’s sake many active
members of the party will always
side with the party flag. These are
people who believe more in what
they can do for the party, from
where they are, rather than hope to
get something from the party and
its leadership.  They are the ones
that don’t like to hang around the

leadership sweet-talking their way
up or those that relish in the
language of chakari. Almost every
political party in Nepal has
members with similar ideals and
commitment but they are barely
noticed by the leadership.

…Now Congress is suffering
the pains that many parties already
have.  In the past the UML, RPP,
and NSP have gone through
similar crises. The analysis of
Congress cadres indicates that this
has resulted because the party
leadership became a means for
wrong people and opportunities to
do what they wanted is right on the
spot.  Their analysis is something
that all leaders should think about,
or take a lesson from. Leaders
should be able to keep all in the
party together and move forward,
there’s no doubt about that. In the
never-ending political journey one
has to move along with many right
people and also the wrong
elements. Despite everything this
is also a time for leaders to see who,
when they do not have the power
or resources, are with them because
of their belief of party and the
leadership. Talking of the Con-
gress, many of its leaders with
ideals have not been able to rise in
the rungs above street level, not is
the time not to be miserly about
providing them the
opportunity….It is the cadres who
make “leaders” and these are the
people that hoist the party flag
until the end. Those that worship
power and influence, desert the
moment the party and its leaders
become powerless and join those
with it. If fact there’s also a saying,
that says jaha kafal pakyo tehi chari
nachyo (meaning: the birds dance
where the berries are ripe).

Tarun, 24 June

We have reached a new horizon. By a historic decision, we have
taken a new path. We have to convert this historical decision into
opportunity. Our goal is a new Nepal, a wealthy Nepal, a civilised
Nepal, and a democratic Nepal. We have to build a party that recog-
nises the dignity of all Nepalis and their right to express opinions.
This is a huge responsibility that is on our shoulders. Hard work,
new ideas and new ways of thinking are necessary to handle this
responsibility. In this we expect help from the intellectuals. We have
to win a majority in the upcoming elections.

It’s a fact that 113 parliamentarians campaigning under the tree
symbol won the elections. I am the leader of these parliamentarians.
It is the parliamentary party’s right to ask for the tree (party’s
election) symbol. We believe that the symbol of the tree must come to
the parliamentary party and party leader. The majority of the mem-
bers at the general convention support us. That is why our Nepali
Congress is entitled to the tree symbol—both from a parliamentary
point of view and from a constitutional perspective. Regarding the
registration of political parties before 19 November, we have
registered the changes in our party according to the directive of the
Election Commission. The huge gathering of party workers was converted into the general convention. I
have always said that I will accept whatever the convention decides. That convention decided to remove
Girijababu through a no-confidence motion and unanimously elected me as president. Therefore, we are a
constitutional party, and it is our constitutional right to keep the tree symbol.

The people want peace. The army and Congress members are dying at the hands of the Maoists. Why
should we criticise an army that is trying to maintain peace and working day and night to protect Congress
workers and democracy? Why should we cast aspersions on them? This is undemocratic. Be assured, by
the time elections roll around, I will break the backs of the terrorists. It is my job to give the candidates
security. I will ensure fair and free elections even if I have to place 40-50 army personnel or police in every
VDC. In the past, the election took place in two phases, this time we’ll do it in five. But we have to win the
hearts of the people. We will set up different units in the central party office and the prime minister’s office
to look into the problems of the people. We will be in constant touch with the districts. It is time to work, not
just talk. These units will try to carry out the people’s work immediately and if they can’t, the people will be
told why.

We will also make special provisions in the upcoming budget for the people displaced by the Maoist
war. A lot of international aid is being organised. It is my misfortune that they tried to remove me just when I
was enjoying the support of the world. The entire world is against the Maoists—families displaced by the
Maoists, and the international aid organisations. They are supporting us with weapons. The party saw this
as a crime. What else have I done? Instead of appreciating me, the party sacked me. In a parliamentary
system, the prime minister is important. To remove him means to hurt the parliamentary, multiparty system.

Girijababu made Ganeshmanji cry; he removed Kishunji. He thought I was the same, but I’m not. How
can you be a disciple if you don’t follow your guru? I’ve vanquished my guru, it’s not a big deal to vanquish
the Maoists. But hard work is necessary. It is time to work. This party must belong to the people, the poor
farmers. We don’t have to help the rich—they have resources. I will discuss matters with the local repre-
sentatives of the Maoist-affected districts on how to conduct the elections. Based on their advice, I will
chalk out a work plan with the security forces.

Kantipur, 19 June
Hari Bahadur Thapa, Balaram Baniya

The wrangling within the Nepali Congress that flared up after the
expulsion of Prime Minster Sher Bahadur Deuba from the party’s
general membership ultimately led to the official split of the party on
18 June.

The vertical split became official when the Deuba faction ousted
Girija Prasad Koirala from the party leadership. However, since this
group failed to get the support of 40 percent of the Central Working
Committee or the parliamentary team (because parliament has been
dissolved), it may not have the status of national party and would
just be considered a splinter. This split automatically removes the
Nepali Congress that won the 1999 general elections from power,
while the splinter group remains in government.

The Nepali Congress party has said that the so-called general
convention held by the Deuba faction, as well as its decision to
withdraw Deuba’s expulsion and remove Koirala from leadership
are unconstitutional. Party spokesman Arjun Narasingh KC said that
the Deuba faction could have approached the party through
constitutional channels if they were serious about changing
leadership. “The Nepali Congress party finds it unconstitutional,
tyrannical and irrational,” he said.

The splinter group made an application to the Election Commission on 19 June claiming that there was a
change in the party leadership. “The Election Commission should recognise that the change of party
leadership was the decision of a party convention,” said Khum Bahadur Khadka, the political brain of the
splinter group. The Nepali Congress had registered with the Election Commission on 7 June to contest the
general elections scheduled for November, without Deuba’s in its CWC. The contradictory claims made by
the party and the splinter group are likely to spark fresh legal battles.

The splinter group has six (former) CWC members including Deuba, Khum Bahadur Khadka, Bijaya
Kumar Gachchhedar, Chiranjibi Wagle, Prakash Man Sigh, Pradip Giri and Bimalendra Nidhi. The others have
stayed back with the mainstream. The splinter thus has failed to get the minimum 40 percent of CWC
members to its side, as is required by law for a party divide. And since the House of Representatives has
already been dissolved, the provision which states that a new party can be created when an older one
splits with at least 40 percent of the parliamentary committee members is not in force.

The moderate leaders who worked to keep the party united until the very end, eventually stayed with
the mainstream. The Deuba faction lost more participants at the “general convention” when the moderate
Ram Chandra Paudel—who the splinter was angling to instate in their CWC—said he was staying with the
main party. …Poudel had issued an appeal to the Congress members to abide with the mainstream, and
personally guaranteed their political protection even after they had attended the convention called by the
Deuba faction. During the general convention, the Deuba faction told the participants that former MP Hari
Thapa’s request to register a no-confidence motion against party president Koirala had been turned down
by the Nepali Congress’ Central Office. Hom Nath Dahal later, a press meet reiterated the lie. He could not
produce legal papers to prove his claims.

The Deuba faction had initially called an assembly of the NC general council members, which was later
declared a general convention. The Nepali Congress party constitution requires a written request from at
least one-fourth of the general convention members to convene a special general convention. The Deuba
faction bypassed this requirement. Similarly, the Nepali Congress charter requires at least two-thirds of the
general members to vote to oust a party president. The splinter group amended this provision to make it “at
least two-thirds of the participants at the general convention” to oust Koirala. The faction has accused
Koirala of being despotic, dictatorial and absolute. They also charge him with repeatedly bypassing party
rules and practices and also harming the confidence of the Royal Nepal Army by criticising its role against
Maoist terrorism.

Meanwhile, six general convention members have accused the Deuba faction of having misused the
government’s administrative powers and the police force to have them abducted from their districts and had
been brought over to Kathmandu to participate in the so-called general convention.

On the one hand... ... and on the other
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Back at Sundarijal  >13
“I yearn for so many things.”
26th January
Sundarijal: The day broke with a bright sunshine—when I
went out of my room after finishing my daily morning duties,
I found the entire scene bathed in a yellow light. Everything
in nature stood out in clear outline and for a while I stood
viewing the enchanting spectacle. I felt a surge of happi-
ness, which was akin to spiritualism—a sense of being
uplifted. I thought if the days were like this, I would have no
difficulty in passing my time in detention. I read for some-
time in the sun as I do usually with a tranquil mood. Then
did some washing—a lot of laundry had collected—which
filled my whole morning. Then hurriedly went though the
process of a bath—by which time the lunch arrived. Wind
blew throughout the whole day giving the atmosphere a
tinge of the spring. The real spring has to arrive yet, but as
advance has, as if, been made. After lunch, however, I felt a
little homesick, remembering Sushila. Lazying (sic) in bed I
thought of her. In today’s mood, I even conceived that she
would soon come to Kathmandu to seek permission to
interview me. Girija will certainly want her to make efforts to
see me.

Read in the newspaper that some of those who had
been arrested recently in Kathmandu in connection with our
arrival here, like PL, Shambhu Rijal, Dama etc, had been
released. Among those released yesterday included Mar-
shal Zulun and Purushathan Basnet who had been in
prison for long time as security detainees. GM thinks that
this is a sign of relaxation and that this development was on
expected lives.

In the afternoon just before tea we take some apples
and oranges. Today there was no orange—hence we took
only an apple.

Towards the evening the weather became a little rough
with a strong westerly. Went to bed at about 9PM. Read very
little.

27th January
Sundarijal: A Dentist came and extracted GM’s tooth. He
examined my teeth and said that one of the fillings had
come off. It will have to be filled. He will come for it next
time. He has asked me to use Surogam(?) toothpaste as it
neutralises acid reaction in the mouth, which is responsible
for my teeth trouble. We were informed by the Major that
there would be no provision for a Dhobi to do our washing,
since no Dhobi is available. The order that he has received
is that he should provide a Dhobi for us (to be paid from our
food allowance) which he can’t do. Indirectly the suggestion
is that we should do our own washing. As a matter of fact
we have been doing it since we came here. Only once I sent
my laundry home. I did a lot of washing yesterday itself. The
problem is the water is hard and ice cold.

The day again became cold, belying the expectation from

yesterday’s weather that the spring weather would now
continue. Yesterday spring weather was a freak
happening. I yearn for warm weather. I yearn for so many
things in prison.

In the evening when we enquired about my tobacco
which has not yet been delivered to me, although it was
deposited at the gate five days ago, the officer told us that
perhaps it would not be delivered to me. No smoking in
prison. We has asked the officials to ask out people to
send us tobacco. Since they don’t want that contact of any
kind should be established with our people outside, they
are preventing me from putting tobacco or cigar from
outside. Therefore the rule has been established for this
jail that no smoking would be permitted. For the same
reason we can’t send out clothes for washing. They want to
keep is totally cut off from the outside world particularly
from our people.

28th January
Sundarijal: Hari the officer told us, by the way, that our
people have been instructed not to bring anything meant for
us at the jail gate, because they have no orders to receive it
on our behalf. Everything to be delivered to us has got to go
to army HQ which will forward it to them here to be handed
over to us. It was because of this new rule that our people
have not appeared at the jail gate. About books, the officer
said, again, by the way, that they ie the bosses high up at
the HQ were discussing as to the feasibility of arranging
with the libraries here for the supply of books to us. The
arrangement would be made by the HQ, if the school is
approved of. This is a way to oust our people from this field
also. A strict isolation. How long will it last. This isolation is
very trying. GM thinks that this can’t continue for long. This
isolation is affecting our health. GM is looking haggard,
although he says he is perfectly all right.

Did a lot of washing which took me more than 90
minutes. Didn’t bathe. Remembered Sushila and became
homesick. After lunch the memory of Sushila assails me
and I become sad and homesick. Remembered Shailaja
for sometime in the afternoon I became very soft mentally,
and feel that everything is lost. I can’t account for this
psychological infirmity. Towards the evening I become all
right.

Last night I didn’t have a good sleep. There is a con-
stant buzzing sensation in my head; sometimes I get
giddiness also. My nose bleeds. There is also a sensation
of a bell ringing in my ears, and the heartbeat throbs in my
ear. At night my left hand becomes numb occasionally.
These are not very good symptoms. Last night I woke up
with a sensation of tingling in my head and my nose also
bled. Perhaps I couldn’t sleep. I became a little anxious at
night. Nights are, if you don’t sleep, become terrible and
they promote unhealthy thoughts and black pessimism.

f 11 September, 2001 hadn’t destroyed
the World Trade Centre and brought
down America’s wrath on Afghanistan,

there would only have been one candi-
date for news event of the year. That—of
course—was the stunning Narayanhiti
Palace massacre. Crown Prince
Dipendra’s crazed rampage shocked and
horrified everyone. But other shocks lay
in store, even after the death of a beloved
king and queen. A political and palace

by DANIEL LAKBOOK REVIEW

Downright dull
The most gruesome and fascinating moment in Nepali history deserves better than this.

gleeful and clever. In the capital, a
seemingly invisible elected government
was doing little or nothing to calm
people’s nerves. It was the most danger-
ous time in this country’s history, and we
all knew it instinctively.

So why, I wonder, is this book so
anodyne, derivative and downright dull?
Jonathan Gregson was quick off the
mark; he arrived in Nepal just a few days
after the nightmare began on 1 June,
2002. Full marks for that, and for the
sterling work of his agent who reportedly
landed him a $100,000 advance.  Digging
out information about the killings in
their immediate aftermath wasn’t
particularly difficult. For once, a royal
and Rana elite accustomed to keeping
themselves to themselves needed to talk.
They poured out their hearts to perfect
(and not-so-perfect) strangers from the
foreign press. An eyewitness approached
me on the street in Kamaladi and within
hours had a world exclusive interview,
the first but by no means last survivor of

the Narayanhiti carnage to go public.
Writers like Patrick French mined seamy
details of drug deals and alleged political
manoeuvring by young royals and the
spoiled brats of Kathmandu’s rich.

Yet Massacre at the Palace (known
inexplicably and awkwardly in Britain as
Blood Against the Snows) reads like little
more than a mixture of Father Ludwig
Stiller on court intrigue in Kathmandu,
quotes from the Official Enquiry Report
on the killings and eyewitness statements
from the BBC documentary, Murder
Most Royal. There’s no sense that
Gregson has spoken to many of the key
players and much of the narrative is
padded with pointless detail. There are
various Hindu myths expanded to take
up a page or two. We are treated to
several discourses on the interior design
of Narayanhiti Palace. Nearly half of the
250-plus pages are given over to an overly
dry account of Shah and Rana history.

And there are gaping omissions. Little
or no mention is made of the Maoists or

the uneasy relations between mainstream
Nepali political parties and the Palace.
The author—to his credit—is one of the
few foreigners to have interviewed the
late King Birendra in recent times, yet no
new insight is offered into his personality.
Even the horrible moments of the
massacre don’t shock and engage the
reader as they should. The recitation of
those bloodstained seconds when
Tribhuvan Sadan echoed with gunfire is
repetitive and poorly edited. And perhaps
worst of all, little of the information
about Devyani Rana and Dipendra is
attributed—even obliquely—to primary
sources. This may have been to protect
those sources or it could be because
salon gossip and hearsay is being
repeated as fact.

The most gruesome and fascinating
moment of modern Nepali history
deserves better than this. The definitive
book on the massacre, its aftermath and
the fate of this troubled land has yet to
be written. �

Close to the end of his first
month in Sundarijal, BP is
finding it hard to deal with his
incarceration, and the
inconsistency in the treatment
he receives. Although as it
gets warmer he has moments
of contentment and is slowly
finding a rhythm to prison life,
he continues to long for his
loved ones, books, cigarettes
and a good night’s sleep.
Every fortnight Nepali Times
brings you excerpts from BP’s
1976/77 prison diaries,
handwritten in English.
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elite had little choice but to put a
comatose murderer on the throne of
Nepal; the cascade of conspiracy
theories and, yes, the unforgettable
sight of parliamentary speaker
Taranath Ranabath going “rat tat tat
tat” with the M16 used to murder
King Birendra.

For once, the world was watching
Nepal. The skies over Kathmandu
were dark with parachutes as journal-
ists leapt in from all over the planet.
In a newsroom in North America, a

former colleague heard his editor shout
“What? I didn’t even know they had a
king!” Here, camera crews and sought
out crying women and angry young men,
filming them close-up to depict a nation’s
mood. The deeply damaging denials by
officials, or attempts to play down the
events as “sudden occurrences” or
“accidents” added to the confusion and
anger of Nepalis. For a few short weeks,
we all were fearful at the building fury. In
the hills, the Maoist leadership was
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CLASSIFIED

It is now official: the monsoon is delayed. It has yet to
gather full strength over Nepal, and June rainfall has
been 30 percent below average. The short bursts of
localised rain are more characteristic of post-
monsoon showers, and the heavy sustained rains are
yet to come. But hope may be on the horizon because
in the satellite picture taken on Wednesday at noon,
we see the approach of a low pressure area from the
southeast which should be in Kathmandu Valley by
next week.
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Radio Sagarmatha
P.O. Box 6958, Bakhundole, Lalitpur, Nepal
Tel: ++977-1-545680, 545681   Fax: ++ 977-1- 530227
E-mail: radio@radiosagarmatha.org
www.radiosagarmatha.org

Mon-Fri 0615-0645 BBC World Today
Sat 0615-0645 BBC Science in Action
Sun 0615-0645 BBC Agenda
Daily 2045-2115 BBC g]kfnL ;]jfg]kfnL ;]jfg]kfnL ;]jfg]kfnL ;]jfg]kfnL ;]jf
Daily 2245-2300 BBC g]kfnL ;]jfg]kfnL ;]jfg]kfnL ;]jfg]kfnL ;]jfg]kfnL ;]jf

on FM 102.4

/]l8of] ;u/dfyf

BOOKWORM

Courtesy: Mandala Book Point, Kantipath, 227711, mandala@ccsl.com.np

Semi-furnished spacious house in quiet residential
area near UN complex, suitable for foreign family.
Newly renovated. Contact 521024.

Wanted: Flat in Lalitpur at Rs 3,500 per month
approximately. Contact shrutidebi@hotmail.com.

Foot - Reflexology: stressed or tired? UPLIFT YOUR
SPIRIT FROM YOUR TOES UP.
email: buddhasfeet@yahoo.com or ring 425931

Flowerlovers don’t miss our special FUCHSIA
exhibition!!! More than 60 new and very beautiful
varieties of FUCHSIA, recently imported from Europe,
are on sale now, for the first time ever in Nepal. Only at
THE BISHALNAGAR NURSERY, tel. 431797, five min
from Bhatbhateni Supermarket, two min from
Bishalnagar Chowk (turn right and downhill).

Landrover Defender 110 1990, 146,000 kms. Duty not
paid. Price negotiable. Contact 521105 between
10AM-12 noon.

House to let Sitapaila Heights, 5 min. from Ring
Road, 15 min. from Lincoln School. Big compound.
Western style five bedrooms, two bathrooms. Servants’
quarters. Motorable road. Ring 356 074, 981030322
for Hari, Shanta, Sanju or John.

Nagarkot special at Naked Chef Bed and breakfast,
three-course gourmet dinner. Rs 800 per person. For
reservations ring 441494, 680006

House for rent Ground floor: living room, kitchen,
dining room, one bathroom. First floor: master
bedroom with attached bath, one bedroom,
bathroom, pantry. Second floor: one bedroom with
attached bath, store, lobby. Third floor: terrace and
laundry room. Location: Galfutar. Tel: 412094.

Stupa View and Restaurant & Terrace at
Baudhanath Stupa. Well-appointed restaurant and
terraces with views of stupa and Himalayas.
International vegetarian specialties, pizza from clay
oven, ice cream, soft guitar tunes on Fridays,
Saturdays, Sundays from 5PM on. Special events
on full moon. Open daily 11AM-8.30PM. 480262.

K-Too! Beer and Steakhouse not the “longest”,
“highest”, “first” or any other superlative. Just a
relaxed, easy-going bar and restaurant with the
coldest beer and juiciest steaks this side of the
moon. By the Kathmandu Guest House. 433043

The way to Mexico is too far. Botega Restaurant
and Tequila Bar is near Thamel Chowk. 266433. 15
percent off season discount

6 66 66

Studies in Nepali History and Society Vol 5, No 2     Pratyoush Onta, Mary Des Chene, Seira Tamang,
Mark Liechty, eds
Mandala Book Point, Kathmandu, 2000
Rs 250
This volume of SINHAS includes articles entitled: State Interventions in Chitwan: On the Historical
Development of a Region in Southern Nepal; Community Mobilization in Primary Education; Claiming
the Frontier: A Note on the Incorporation of Nubri within the Borders of Nepal; Patra-patrikama Janajati:
Vivaranatamak Samiksha; Radioma Janajati; Mountaineer at the Foot of Sagarmatha; and

Studies in Nepali History and Society Vol 6, No 1 Studies in Nepali History and Society Vol 6, No 1 Studies in Nepali History and Society Vol 6, No 1 Studies in Nepali History and Society Vol 6, No 1 Studies in Nepali History and Society Vol 6, No 1 Pratyoush Onta, Mary Des Chene, Seira
Tamang, Mark Liechty, eds

Mandala Book Point, Kathmandu, 2001
Rs 250

This volume of SINHAS includes articles entitled: An Ethnohistory of the Temple Trust of
Manakamana: Land as a Redistributive Process in Nepal;Educated Mothers, Extended Households and

Child Health: Evidence from a Semi-Rural Community; Consumer Transgressions: Notes on the
History of Restaurants and Prostitution in Kathmandu; Sandhyakaleen Patrika: Ke Paskirahechhan,

Kasarai Chalirahechhan?; and The Decisive, the Unresolved.

Population Polarization at Kathmandu Metropolitan City: An Investigation based on Ward 13 and
Ward 34 Mrigendra Lal Singh
Professor Singh of the Central Department of Statistics at Tribhuvan Univeristy recently led a research
and survey team that sought to identify the characteristics of the population of two Kathmandu wards to
see how the demographics have changed over the years, and what the migration patterns are. A limited
number of copies of this volume are available free of cost from the author. Contact Mandala Book Point
for more information.

FOOTBALLFOOTBALLFOOTBALLFOOTBALLFOOTBALL
� World Cup Watch Football finals at GAA Hall, Thamel, 30 June, 4PM on. Tickets, Rs 99 (St Xavier’s

‘92-’02) and Rs 199 (all rest) at GAA Hall, St Xavier’s School, Tukuche Restaurant, Darbar Marg,
Kasthamandap Bazar.

� World Cup Finals on a 25 ft screen, 4.45PM, 30 June. Rs 699 with snacks and complimentary drinks.
Radisson Hotel. 411818

� Bookie’s Bar Watch World Cup games, win free buffets and other prizes with every match. Free
entrance, Hotel Yak & Yeti everyday. 248999

� Word Cup Football Show All the World Cup matches on the Summit big screen. Free Entry. 521810
� Catch of the match Every World Cup match, everyday, with food and drink at The Jazz Bar,

Shangri-La Hotel. 412999
� Best steaks and ESPN World Cup games at K-too! Beer & Steakhouse, Thamel. Buy two beers, get

a can free, daily specials. 433043.

E V E N T SE V E N T SE V E N T SE V E N T SE V E N T S
� Friends of the Bagmati  Membership open to all.  Email friendsofthebagmatinepal@yahoo.com for

details.

MUS ICMUS ICMUS ICMUS ICMUS IC
� Dinesh & Pemba Live every Friday 7PM-9PM, Himalatte Cafe, Thamel. 262526
� Down Memory Lane Friday nights with Teesta. The Rox Bar at the Hyatt Regency Kathmandu.

491234
� Live music by Catch 22, Friday nights at the 40,000 ½ ft Bar, Rum Doodle Restaurant, Thamel. 414336

DRINKDRINKDRINKDRINKDRINK
� Uncork the good times at Dwarika’s Hotel. 30 percent discount on snacks and beverages in the

new Fusion Bar. 43” screen for football viewing. Swimming pool for non-football fans. 479488
� Metre of Malts Single malt exhibition and tasting. Twelve single malts for Rs 999. Evenings, Piano

Lounge, Hotel Yak & Yeti. 248999

FOODFOODFOODFOODFOOD
� New Continental BBQ Fridays by the poolside, Rs 500 per person, Dwarika’s Hotel. 479488
� Plat du jour Buy one, get one free. Complimentary use of Sundhara Pool. Hotel Shangri La. 412999
� Thai Food Festival 1-8 July at the Clubhouse Restaurant, Le Meridien Kathmandu, Gokarna Golf

Resort. 451212, 224399
� The best of Punjab Punjabi thali dinners at The Fun Café, Radisson Hotel, 21-27 June. 411818
� Wood fired pizzas at the new Roadhouse Café. Completely redesigned

with separate bar seating and coffee bar. The Roadhouse Café,
Thamel.

� Fine dining or table-top cooking Dinner at The Chimney, Hotel
Yak & Yeti, starting 6.30 PM everyday. 248999

� Vegetarian Specialties and clay-oven pizzas at Stupa View
Restaurant & Terrace, Boudha. 480262

� Authentic Thai food Everyday at Yin Yang Restaurant.
425510

� Paddy Foley’s Irish Pub A wide range of drinks and food. Live music on Wednesday, Thursday and
Sunday nights. 416096.

� BBQ and momo evenings 5PM onwards at Nanglo Café and Pub, Darbar Marg. 222636
� Special Thai cuisine at Ban Thai Restaurant, Darbar Marg. 243271

G E T A W A Y SG E T A W A Y SG E T A W A Y SG E T A W A Y SG E T A W A Y S
� Monsoon at its best Walk in the rain through the pristine countryside. $35 per person per night on full

board basis at the Horse Shoe Mountain Resort, Mude. resort@horshoe.wlink.com.np
� Chiso Chiso Hawama with World Cup Passion at Club Himalaya Nagarkot. Rs 1,500 per person on

twin sharing with free snacks. 410432, 680083.
� Jolly Jomsom Stopover Package One night, airport/ resort transfers, return airfare Pokhara/

Jomsom. ACAP permit, airport taxes extra. Resident expats $150 per head, Indian nationals, IRs 4,999
per head, Nepalis NRs 4,999 per head, taxes included. Until 31 August at the Jomsom Mountain Resort,.
496110 jmr@soi.wlink.com.np

� Bardiya National Park Getaway Full board, luxury ‘on stilts’ cottage and pickup, $10 a day (park
activities at Jungle Base Camp Lodge. junglebasecamp@yahoo.com. 061-25954.

� Taste the difference Cosy Nepali-style house on an
organic farm in Gamcha, south of Thimi. Up to Rs 1,200
per person per night including meals. aaa@wlink.com.np.

� Shivapuri Heights Cottage Two acres with cottages at
6,000 feet on the edge of the Shivapuri National Park. Rs
1,850 per person with dinner and breakfast, second day
lunch free. Rs 925 per child 5-14 years, children under
five free. info@escape2nepal.com

� The Great Godavari Getaway Special weekend
packages including room with breakfast and dinner, 25
percent discount on health club facilities. Godavari Village
Resort. 560675

� Writing Retreat Full board package. Aesthetic living, innovative thinking, creative writing and nature at
Park Village Resort, Budhanilkantha. 375280

� Special offer Buy one $99 overnight package, get the second night at 50 percent. Valid for one or two
people, Dwarika’s Hotel. 479488
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Two years after it was launched, Nepali Times is now firmly placed
as Nepal’s premier English-language newspaper. Its hard copy
circulation has reached 18,000, while there are 100,000 readers a
month of its Internet site, www.nepalitimes.com. This readership and
reach is enhanced by a shelf-life that is significantly longer than any
other English-language periodical in Nepal.

With its high professional standards and credibility, Nepali Times is

Advertisement

Readership Profile
the newspaper that the country’s business and political elite, up-
wardly-mobile Nepali professionals, and the Nepali diaspora rely on
every week for reliable and authoritative information, analysis and
commentary.

This has also made Nepali Times a powerful platform for advertis-
ers who seek to position their corporate image, services, or products
for the most effective impact.

Readership profile by occupation

Nepali Times is a Himalmedia publication and complements the
group’s other periodicals: Himal Khabarpatrika, Himal South Asian and
Wave.

Himalmedia recently conducted a survey of Nepali Times readers in
Kathmandu, 80 percent of whom are upper-middle class Nepalis. The
non-Nepali readership included almost the entire expatriate population in
Nepal. Here are some of the findings:

Readership profile by education Readership profile by income Readers’ opinion about the paperSales and subscription ratio

PO Box: 12446, Amrabati, Godavari,
Lalitpur, Nepal

Tel: 560675 Fax: 560777

PO Box: 9609, Taragaon, Boudha
Kathmandu, Nepal

Tel: 491234 Fax: 490033

PO Box: 97, Tahachal, Kathmandu, Nepal
Tel: 273999, 272555

Fax: 277205

GPO: 312 Khicha Pokhari, Ktm, Nepal
Tel: 248728, 248738, 248735

Fax: 248737, 252763

PO Box: 140 Durbar Marg
 Kathmandu, Nepal

Tel: 221711 Fax: 225236

2nd Floor, Mathuri Sadan, Kalimati
Kathamandu, Nepal

Tel: 276705 Fax: 276786

(Nepal) Private Ltd.

Dabur Nepal Limited
TNT Bldg, Koteshwor, Ktm, Nepal

Tel: 478010, Fax: 478030

Radisson Hotel Kathmandu
PO Box: 2269, Lazimpat Kathamdnu

Tel: 411818, 423888

PO Box: 620, Tripureshwor
Opp. Veterinary Hospital, Ktm, Nepal

Tel: 260088, 260977 Fax: 251184

PO Box: 14212 Tripureshwor
Kathmandu, Nepal

Tel: 212108, 266838 Fax: 266454

PO Box: 1016, Durbar Marg, Ktm, Nepal
Tel: 248999, 240520
Fax: 227781, 227782

Crayons Electra Pvt Ltd.

PO Box: 12446, Amrabati, Godavari
Lalitpur, Nepal

Tel: 560675 Fax: 560777

Jamal, Rani Pokhari, Kathmandu, Nepal
Tel: 221454, 256576, Fax: 471823

Pokhara: Baidam, Lakeside Tel: 32149

GPO Box: 20478, Thamel, Kathmandu,
Nepal

Tel: 425510, Fax: 260240

PO Box: 12446, Amrabati, Godavari
Lalitpur, Nepal

Tel: 560675 Fax: 560777

P.O. Box: 1307, Durbar Marg
Kathmandu, Nepal

Tel: 252995/252288 Fax: 221180

P.O Box: 4332 NLG Bldg,
Lazimpat, Kathmandu

Tel: 412625,416556 Fax: 416427

PRESIDENT TRAVEL & TOURS

PO Box: 1222, Prime Ministers,
Baluwatar, Kathmandu, Nepal

Tel: 444444, 412412 Fax: 421151

APARTMENT HOTEL

New Baneshwor
Kathmandu, Nepal

Tel: 479483 Telefax: 499223

Congratulations to Nepali Times on its 100 th issueCongratulations to Nepali Times on its 100 th issue
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by Kunda Dixit

Under My Hat

e are getting reliable reports that, public
perception to the contrary notwithstanding,
there is indeed the possibility of life after the

World Cup. Readers are cautioned, however, that these
are still unconfirmed news reports, and we shouldn’t
raise our hopes too high.  Even so, since there is a
chance that the world can get back to a semblance of
normalcy after the World Cup, we must be alert and
prepared to continue doing whatever it was we were
doing a month ago: which is working towards total
nuclear annihilation of the subcontinent. Hahahaha.
Just joking.

Here in Nepal it means we can now safely go back
to implementing the Second Phase of the Kathmandu
Valley Synchronised Photovoltaic Traffic Light
Installation Project, resume digging the Melamchi
tunnel, and carry on where we left off to create political
mayhem.

But even though the World Cup may have winded
down, we know for a fact that the world will never be
the same again. Already we are seeing Kathmandu boys
coming out of their bartaman ceremonies sporting not
tuppis, but Umit Davala hair-dos, which make them
look like a large mutant leech ate most of their hair and
died. Others prefer Ronaldo’s semi-Mohican half-moon
hair patch, and barber shops are reporting brisk
business turning an entire cross-section of Nepali youth
into Hasan Sas clones.

Over at the FIFA headquarters,
football experts are already doing a
lessons-learnt analysis for the next
World Cup. Here are some of the
proposals being discussed:

W
Life after football

1.  The referee can henceforth declare fouls against
linesmen who suffer from eye disease. Referees can
punish linesmen who disallow goals with 45 sit-ups
while clutching their earlobes in full view of television
cameras.

2.  All referees who award penalties to teams diving
in the D-area will be reported to God, who will take
appropriate action at the Pearly Gates.

3.  Since jersey-pulling has become so much fun, a
special high-tensile elastic fabric will henceforth be used
for all World Cup jerseys that allows them to be
stretched right up to the corner flag when pulled by an
opponent at the centre-line. Not only will this inject
added fun and excitement to the game, but it will also
make jersey-pulling a good way to stop a tackle from
long range.

4.  But FIFA has decided to draw the line at shorts-
pulling. Spoilsports.

5.  Besides the “FIFA Fair Play” moment, FIFA will
henceforth highlight “FIFA Wildest Celebration” after
every match in order to encourage players to carry out
elaborate displays of joy after every goal. In future,
Nigerians who score goals will be allowed to do two
laps around the stadium with back-flips and
somersaults.

6.  Why only punish players with Yellow Cards and
Red Cards? FIFA must introduce positive reinforcement
with Gold Card for Fair Play and the Platinum Card for

Funniest Player of the Match. This year’s Platinum
Card is jointly awarded to the two

Cameroonians who had a mid-air
collision above an Irish defender. That
was so funny! We laughed so hard, we

nearly had fits.
7.  Football can be very emotional, and this

year’s Mushiest Team Award goes to the Argentin-
ians (and especially) Batistuta who cried so much
after failing to qualify that he had to be treated for
dehydration.


