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The bottomline

The news s 5o bad that the prime
minister was perspiring as he read the
budget speech at the NPC on 8 July.
Kathmandu has always had a problem
spending its development budget and
this has got worse with the insurgency.
Donors are now paying nearly our entire
development bill. Revenue collection is
so dismal, it is barely enough to pay for
recurrent expenditure, which will over-
shoot regular spending ths year. Civil
service salaries have hit the ceiling, and
defence and security expenses are up by
Rs 3.66 billon—a nearly 35 percent
increase from last year.
The army will get Rs 2.34 billion for
expenses other than
for personnel,
including Rs 255
million for
helicopters,
fixed-wing

i

aircraft, assault rifles, machine guns and
5,000 new enlistments. The ISDP will get
Rs 1.35 billion, more than double last
years allocation. The civilian police gets
Rs 817 million over its usual expenses,
and the paramilitary armed police gets
Rs 506 million over its personnel costs.
The price tag for the elections is Rs 1.5
billion, not including indirect costs such
as civil sevice deputation and extra
security. Costs for the royal household
and palace will triple to Rs 387 million.

In addition to all this, the army has
been asking for Rs 17 bilion in upgrades
over the next three years. There is the
danger of a sharp rise in government
spending before polls as it front-loads
spending. The govermment is unlikely to
get the budget support it is seeking from
donors before the elections—they have
their own disbursement cycles, and are
also wary of the spending frenzy of a
caretaker government.

Q. Which faction of the Nepali Congress should get to
Keep the party name and symbol?

Totalvotes: 2185
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Q. Should it be a national holiday each time His

Starting out again in Gorlha

SHRI BHAKTA KHANAL
in CENTRAL NEPAL

A swathe of central Nepal from Gorkha

0 Myagdihasseena dramaticdecresse

in che past four

As the

are feeling the heat in central Nepal.

n.An

months, and the Royal Nepal Army says hisis
adirect resultof successul undercover work
andisinfiltration of Maoist ranks

officerin Gorkha told us: In het

dexsingthemoverNepl

itary goes undercover, the Maoists

we knew our goals, but didn’t know where
tostar .. defecting Maoists themselves
shovwedus e vay.

‘Addelrom inadequac logisics and
cquipment, thearmy's main gripes
thacthechlanadminisrtion has

“They have lost many districtevel
leaders, i

3 ipply bolic value for nu(bsm ki its
theirweaponscaches have been captured and bmh sides. s thecatof he Shah dy p
theyare runningout of food,” one military of Maisteader 1o moveinwith devel
officertold us. Ona recent trip through Baburam Bl dofth The miliary d
Gorkha, Tanahu, Parbat, Baglung and rebels’ central d. Army ina‘“hearcs-and-minds” drive:
Myagdi, local villagers confirmed that Maoist ~ the district had 178 hard. llas, 80 under th dof Colonel
activities had gone down in the pastfew people’s milicia and about 400 active Dipak Prasad Bharat. His Barda
‘months, but that it was too early to say the supporters. This number has been reduced  Bahadur Battalion has already
rebelshavebeen vanquished. Operationsin by half, chey say—some have been killed in ~ spencRs 1.3 million rupecsto
these disrictsare under command of encounters, others captured, and the st repairabout 30 schools,
Brigadier General Prakash Basnetwhoheads  have surrendered. organise health dlinics, and
thearmy Third Brigade based in Pokhara. Documentscapturedin rids wereshown — even airif the seriously

Ayearago, the sight ofarmed. guertilas tous,and seem oindictea llngoue sicklocalsto hospitalin
walking n broad dayligh amongt “Thereappear  Kathmandus.
along the Gorkha-Abukhais d,and even I A50 m Bailey bridge
in the bazar. The Maoist student front had d discinlis been builtunder the
exonedover Rsd millonin“donaions’ and mkcnagzmsrd)smnladenacc\lwdofuslng Imcg;axed&curkyand
3 d to close. Maoists Development Progran
regularly ambushed security patrols. Eight lmemmnenbv](,:us}ul\m(}unmg (Comradc (ISDP) w© hnkTanahu and
pohceposmndmdumualmdbecn lpa) although
abandoned, and stricted h ious spll
o thedistrict headquarters. hclwccnd\oscwhosuppnnBalmr.\mand lyyﬂoodsondm

Today, ! loyed  thosewhodon't Marsyangdilastweek.

e di head. d the 1 lled and faxed Maoist  Thearmyisalso

. Jeadk Jy deny the diffrences, and sayic buikling fourimportantfeeder
undermined Maois chand di d is “reactionary disi ion”. Most videos roads near Gorkha.
supplylines for food and explosives. The i ph ! i
securityforces have already setup 18 prured Goto[] 96

posts—thel: y Thearmy has used them for propaganda
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doubled in the past year. Since November, 38 great one-horn rhinos have

T fie'number of tinos killed by poachers in the Royal Chitwan National Park has

been killed. Only the carcases or skeletons were found, with skull bones minus

the hom (see picture).

Poachers appear o have taken advantage of the Royal Nepal Army’s deployment
against the Maoists to step up killing rhinos for their valuable horns. Government records
show that of the 48 rhinos lost in the past year, only eight died natural deaths.

“If we don't do something the species could be lost
wiithin a decade,” warns Ravi Sharma Aryal, a Nepali
expert on CITES, the Convention on International

Trade in Endangered Species.

A 2000 census showed that there were 544

rhinos in Chitwan, one of the two viable

populations of Asiatic thinos in the world. As
Chitwan got crowded, the government started

translocating rhinos to Bardiya two years ago, and 25
have so far made the move. But poachers are active
in Bardiya too—four rhinos have been killed there in

the past four months, three by poachers;

Nepal's efforts to save the rhino is an intemation-
ally-recognised success story. After being hunted and
killed nearly to extinction in Chitwan, the rhino
population rebounded in 30 years. Besides Chitwan,
there are now 88 rhinos in Bardiya and eight in

Rhinos on the run
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But after November, soldiers were
posts set up to guard the 32 sq km are:
especially at night, was stopped.

pulled out of conservation duty. The 39 art
a in Chitwan were reduced to 10 posts. Patrolling,

“Economically and politcally influential people are involved in poaching,” states

Anil Manandhar, at the Worldwide Fun

d for Nature (WWF) in Kathmandu. A rhino hom

can sell for up to Rs 800,000 per kilo within the country and for more than Rs 2.4
million in the international market. Besides rhinos, tigers are also being killed by

poachers in Chitwan, but there is no

wayto tll how many, Poachers take away every

part of the tiger they kill, whereas they are only interested in a rhino’s horn.
But there is good news: park management in Chitwan has changed
tactics and there hasn't been a single rhino poached in the past

month. “Poaching is now under control,” Chandi Prasad

Shrestha at Ministry of Forests and Soil Conservation

told us. Officials are secretive, but what did the
trick seems to be the deployment of the army in
villages outside the sanctuary, and a change in
park management. In the last five months 52
suspected poachers have been arrested, and
three were killed in an armed confrontation. [
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st just us getting a feeling of déja vu around here? Or do you also get that whiff

of pre-1990 Nepal in the air? After 12 years, sycophants are again lurking in the

shadows, the same mantra s chanted on the Radio Nepal morning news (even
the national budget is crowded out as other rituals are read), there is the sight on
daily television news of a familiar retinue stooping in a familiar routine, and national
holidays everytime there is a state visit. It's all form and no content, and it feels like
we have come a full circle.

Kathmandu can never do things in half-measure: it either goes for a self-serving,
free-for-all politics and ruins the country in the process, or it swings to the other
extreme and re-invites the debilitating paralysis of partylessness. It would be unfair
to compare this bureaucratic vassalage, this knee-jerk kneeling, and feudalistic
servitude just to the Panchayat. In fact, the antecedents of our chakari culture go
back to the Rana regime and beyond.

Today's Nepalis deserve better than this. Was our evolution towards rule of law,
pluralism and democracy so flawed that we have to swing back to a feudal Nepal of
Percival Langdon? Is our self-esteem so low that we now wait for a second coming?

Nepal is not unique in this nostalgia for strongman rule. Most of the ex-Soviet bloc
saw it in the 1990s when the democratic transition was so messy that, in a supreme
irony, Stalinists were elected to power in free elections. Closer home, there are
parallels in the untidy freedoms of post-Marcos Philippines and in Zia-less Pakistan.

The Nepali people are now sovereign, and yet
we hanker for a saviour. It is partly cultural—the
belief that divine intervention will set things
right—and partly a deep-seated public disillu-
sionment with what commoner politicians have
wrought in the past decade.

But post-1990 freedoms have made Nepalis
more astute and alert, they know why things are
in a shambles and exactly who is responsible.

They know the Maoists are not the messiahs they
claim to be, but the people need a sign that their
elected representatives can get their act together.
Support for elected political leadership and
parliamentary parties has never sunk as low as it
has today.

Even so, the people are not ready to give up
people power. They don't want to abandon the
political mechanism of electing local leaders, a
process that had finally begun to show results by
delivering basic services at the grassroots.

True, at the national level, the stench of
politcal gangrene was geting unbearable, but this
s no reason to go back to 1960. The Maoists have
reacted to this political failure with a violent
attempt to overthrow the parliamentary multi-party
system. If we do the same, then how are we
different from them? The altemative to dema-
gogues from the left cannot be demagogues from
the right. Reform will not come hanging on the
coattails of reactionaries, nor can it last without
the people’s support for long

And yet, democracy is not so much in danger
from those who are openly anti-democratic as it is
from those whose sense of self-worth is so low
that they are willing to consider that it is dispensa-
ble. The continuity and stature of our constitutional
monarchy will be best served by the checks and
balances of democratic pluralism. We tried
strongman rule, it didn't work. Let us not go back,
there is only darkness there.

STATE OF THE STATE

Party time for the PM

by CK LAL

Deuba’s side-kicks would be more useful to him in the
gils!rl'cts thaq'm Kathmandu.

ow that Prime Minister Sher Bahadur
Deuba hasfinalised the counry's
budger, he must pay atcention tothe

lame-duck ! aiting

forthe decision of the Supreme Court docsn'c

With Panck djournalissatthe
helms nfgmemmem wunmeli dereisno

ke Jaya Prakash

need fora

need threed theday-o-

eral donors and lenders. And on top of that
particular agenda is getting rid of the deadwood

thecounty. A carcaker

governm

in his cabinet. The wood there is not just dead,

Gupraatthe Ministy oflnformmon and

beter el ncounteringhe campignof
o

sion, Thesmaller the cz h

itis rotten. chancesthat elction G "
TheLondon mectofdonorsandloanes — gresed. Theresnoconceivabe \\L\(lﬂuuun Daubar m mike K\|b1ny his an w© funhu
gave Deubaan unequivocal for Deuba isleader.
orshipou hisneck ShaaSingh B sorganisonal
ificaly dropped. Itis c T Jiical compuls I Idbeputto
figure outwhose names were apalycened, oo datmusnake Deba cconddribese  benerselo theclcion campaignin
ut you can tell becausethey fhiscabiner. Though ~ Sindhuli, Dhanusha and Mahoraari thanin
qumlhml» lnsslaumssuﬂ technically partyles,the the Ministry of Healh

that Deuba must
ot miss.Afer the London meet, he hasavalid
reason to drop some of these hot potatocs. A

p sr’s parcy isnoyeta hard
realiy. I Deubaisto furcher hisaim of
undermining the Nepali Congresslead by

Another thing har Deuba mustdoto
strengthen his party s fire his army of back-
doorand front-dooradvisers. Th

Girja Prasad Koiral

his politcal utfic. He necdshissenior
cabinetcolleagues moreat his New Bancswor

office than in Singha Darbar. The country

support for theirboss. All e advice that
Deubanceds he can have from his wife.
Similarly, congnial oserat rional

andthe toowould
bencficby properfunctioningofche rime
minister’s party

Toinstutioalise Deuba's new poliical
s amoldahorelle Chi Vg

leep G, Prakash Man
Singh, Badri Narayan Basnetand Bimalendra
Nidhi need to e given tasks more appropri-
ateto theirsills. These die-hard dissenters
arelbiliis foranypoliicl pary and i

decision to keep mm‘mmpun s

party offcesa wisc one. But he mustrease
Waglefom theresponsibiliy of unning he
Pblic Works Minisryso hac is i

woulddoD fgood ifthey
joined the Kum Congress.

Buildinga policical party from ascratch
is o joke. Itis more challenging than being
inagovernment thatis barred by the lction

fom

his primary
[¢~k4)fhu1|dlnga newpoliica party cpable
offacingelecions.

Putting Mmm Ihhdur Kh‘\dh as rhc

 major decisions.
Deuba's side-kicks would therefore be more
useful to him in the districts than in
Knhmmdu Beingin rhe dnmmwnuld also

secretary is

anothershrewd move. Khadla's spramc\l
skl areegendary, and hean put hem o

dachecil olticnsre nothicken, and
 tharcaresforthevwelfre of

betteruseinasctup wh
llowed full play. Devendra R Kandielwould
pethaps beamore appropriate person to keep
themoraleof the sccurity forces high
ministerofstaten-charge of the Home
Miniscry. Kandel i the person who made the
notorious remark “bringalong the svered

dnotjust

ng, they badly
necd tofee the pulsc ofthe people. Shedding
thecabinct flab would lso please Nepal's
donors and loaners.
For firtoolong Deubakas comescros

headsof Maoists and take the reward in the
samebag”

achhedaris waginga loncbattle
againstwhat he perceives s the “Koirala

tyranny” i Sunsari. oy secretary

fheing toppled
from within, now i i time to lead the pack.
Afcral heisnowhe hapesonofa
polipany s of

asbeing

COMME!

Human nights, and wrongs *

was nota choice buta compulsion for
the government. s a strugele between
mindlesviolence and the rule of . Bur,

I tis clear that the fight against Maoists

'l have never seen human life treated with so little dignity

heard from him since.

Aboy from Lamjungalso came o
Kathmandu in search of information about
his facher who had been arrested abouta

ier. It took the NHRC several

what arccent fact-finding
mission by the National Human Rights
Commission (NHRC) to the midwestisa
picture of human ights violations on an
unprecedented scale, and local cvilian
authorites unable or unwilling to maincain
properrecordsof the dead, or abiding by
dueproccss.

In Khara we meta young boy who had
been forced by attacking Maoists to ferry a
wounded fighter five hoursaway in the
middlc ofche night. He was sent back
without food or s, witha varming hathe
would be killed ifhe taked. Elsewh

lettrs o the government to find out what
had h.\ppened ‘Theboy's father had been
Killed in “an encounter” a day afer his
arres. The family was never told what
happencd, and the boy travelled all the way
to Kathmandu to hear of his facher’s death.
“Then thereare stories of Maoisc
atocitics abductions, kidnappingsof family
members. Many parents cometo the
NHRC sccking helpin findingtheir
children. Everyrwhere the commission
members went on a recent tip to the west,
d Fehrears,

have heard about fmilies who have lost
their dear ones in Maoist attacks, but don't
ven havea plac o lodgecomphines In

kum ordinary drotalk.

evenifthe the

gencral o the Deuba party, hehas ok
himselfree from the open feuds with the
secretary at the Water Resources Ministry. In
anycase, the ovemment can'takeany polcy

home The American Embassy has stopped
reering o the Deulbaled pary as Nepai
Congressand sareed callingi he "prime
minister's party” instead. Buc hangingon to

decisionsat hhedar’s
departure from the ministry will not affect the
‘governmentin any way.

can only take him this far. The rest Deuba
has to do himself. 0

“They can be mistaken for Maoists by
security forces, or killed by rebels who have
ordered all the villager
Ayoungman from Sindhuli had given
up Maoist policicsa long time ago. But,
fearingforis s, hecame 0 the NHRCin

demands from the Maoist.

“The NHRCwentto Satbariain Dang,
made inquiriesat Nepalganj, the nerve
centre of the anti-terrorism operations, and
wavelled to Khara in Rukum, where soldiers
repelled a major Maoist ttack in May. The
government had said at the time that it had
recovered 92 bodics in Satbaria, but very
fewwereaccounted for, many had been
defaced,and fe wein combar s

asthe face that the Chicf

protection. He was
artesed lessthan a month later. No one has

District Officer (CDO) had not visited the

site of the battle even a week after the
attack. Weasked the pu]lce chiefar
Ghorahi ifhe could ps

nch ofrotting bodies became so overpowerir

police now havea positive ID of the bodies.
Burhatsnoche pint. Wha e ad
not informed th

cidhedidnorknow becase the dead
belonged o the paramilicary.

“The Police Act says thata postmortem
ofall unidentificd dead bodics or those
Killed in accidents must b carried out,and
documentation maintained. Then there arc
international conventions and treaties
which say that every efforc has to be made
to hand over the dead bodies to relacives.
Nothing ofthe sort s happening, Those:
who have been shotor all n battle re
simply lef there. I have never scen human
life reated with such a lack of dignity, and
such neglece of human bodics.

In Nepalganj we came across four dead
bodies undera small bridge. They had
already rorted and wild animals had gnaved
away theirskuls, The bridge was 5 km
away from the CDO'soffice. Weasked
around, but very few civilian authoricies had
any information on the bodics. We came
backand wrote to the Cabinet Sccretariat
asking the government o be more account-
able. We understand the sccretariac wrote
tothe Home Ministry, which we presurme
wrote to the CDO, and the CDO o the
local police office. We don't know ifthe

Would the bodies just have rsmmned ‘hm
unil nothing was e
In Dang, wewere told that some of the

by SUSHIL PYAKUREL ﬁ

- &

ey buried chem. They

special courts that the law cals for. A
person ina very responsible posiion in
government told us that judges were not
willing o take up the job. But many disrict
and regional judges old usthatthisis not the
e Arethepecilcouns orbeingformed

bodiesof people killed had
dose-range gunshors. Army offcersthe
NHRC interviewed are cqually appalled by
the lack ofnitiative of the civil administra-
ors. In Khara, an officer told us that the
€DO had notvisited the scene of he
bacle,and, unableto ive with the stench of
rorting bodie, the army had buried them.
Weasked the CDO in Rukum if that was
true. He replicd that there was no way for

him o gt there and thaclenving the

fear that they might free
detainees?

Infact, however,army personnelwe
metdon'twant o hold on to prisoners,
because it means fecding them with their
own rations. The governmentjailsare
already full, and because thereare no courts
o hear the chargs, the derainees crowd
cxisingails to bursting point. The NHRC,
with the help ofthe British, Danish and
Norwegian governments, is now organising

Fuvas very risky
Governmentoffcialslsewhere lament
that the firs they hear about the day'’s
encountersison the Radio Nepal news
from Kathmandu. The district level security
committeesare non-functional, and thisis
reflcedin heshoddy mannerin which

teams ofvol monitor the human
rights situation in conflct zones. At the very
least, we hope to keep proper records of the
implementation of nationallaws and
international humanitarian laws as wellas
the international instruments to which
Nepalhasobiigtions.

recordsand

When is over, and this

“The government has not et fnrmtdn
monitoringagency as s required by Areicle
13 ofthe Terrorism and Disrupive
Activities(Prevention and Control) Act
“The government hasalso ot formed the

dirty war comes toan end, the people must
get)

stice,

(Sushil Pyakurel is a member of the
National Human Rights Commission.)

EAST IS RED

| was really touched after
reading Mohan Mainal's “Eastis
red” (#101) on your website. Far
away from Nepal, | saw the
picture of the Arun river, and
thought the article was about the
scenic beauty of our homeland.

But instead, it was about
hardworking, innocent people
being trapped between the
security forces and the Maoists. It
was a devastating indictment of
what we have done to our
country. The people of the east
are industrious, hardworking, and

committed to developing their
VDCs with farming and cash
crops. They have no interest in
active politics, and they don't care
who is in power. Even if it is the
Maoists, because they know they
will be no different. We have great

throughout the time and | strongly
believe that many problems in the
world around us would be solved
only if people were a little
respectful and tolerant of each
other. Understanding comes along
somewhere in between.

present violent insurgency,
especially the exclusion, discrimi-
nation, alienation and poverty
otherwise similar crises will occur
in future even if we manage to
win the war against the Maoists.
Rai

00 1am a Nepali who has lived in
the US for over 25 years and | find
it heartening that we are getting
more noticed as a group by the
mediain Nepal. Evenifall the
facts are not always presented
UK as we would like t, it's still
welcome. Unfortunately, there are

wanted or wants an umbrella
organisation with all its implica-
tions and so the NAC. ANA joined
this body last year. | do not want
to rain on ANA's parade, and |
commend them for their initiative:
and achievements.

Sharda Thapa, USA

working in Gorkhapatra, Rising
Nepal and most of the weeklies?
Do they ever make honest efforts
to “separate news from views"?
Aren't your views biased? Your
efforts to justify (albeit indirectly)
the killing of Mr Sen in police
custody is utterly abhorrent.

subtlety reminiscent of rotting
garbage, frequently wash over the
unfortunate residents of Balkhu
Bridge and the southwest suburbs
of Kathmandu. |am sure a deep
and penetrating expose of this fine
example of “service to the public”
will be deeply inhaled by all and

an undergraduate nor a postgradu-
ate. He didn't get a degree there.
Deuba seems to have registered
as a student under a category
called “research fee”, allowing him
to use the LSE library, and have a
professor assigned for general
guidance, but not take classes.

processing at the British Council,
Deuba s said to have been sent
off to London in 1988. Bhattarai is
said to have wanted to stave off a
possible defection of Deuba to the
Panchayat by sending his protégé
into exile. Deuba, for his part,
denied he ever wanted to defect.

confused as anybody else about
what exactly he is doing to
Nepal's young democracy,
people like Puskar Bhusal should
know that by Nepali standards
Deuba may be a fine politician.
And, sadly, possibly one of the
better ones amongst a lousy lot.

NO UMBRELLAS
Thanks for Andrew Nash'’s article

To what extent Deuba made
use of the world's largest social

resultin a fiood of tourist cancella-
tion orders because of this truly

two serious errors in Andrew
Nash's article. ANA is not, has

resources, great nature and a
great civilsation why are we

Dikshya Adhikari,
Indiana, USA

Kamal Nepal, Kathmandu When the democracy move-

ment began in Nepal, Deuba was

But it would be to everyone's

KRISHNA SEN benefit not to overdo his

determined to ruin everything? on the non-resident Nepali never been, and probably never “Lessons from another emer- RAISE A STINK unique product. science library at the LSE is still in London where he is said o “western trained” credentials.
Khagendra Timsina, ~ EXCLUSION community inthe US (*Athome will be “an umbrella organisation gency” (#101) by CK Lal is yet Your paper is renowned for its PM Brandt, Kathmandu  unknown, but he was lucky to have lobbied for the movement, His  Deuba was in London on an
by email It was heartening to read British abroad”, #100). However, there for the dozens of NRN groups”. another example of how narrow  investigative and deeply re- have been assigned the occa- stipend from the Socialist Interna-  under-financed holiday, not for

DEUBA AT LSE

Puskar Bhusal's eloquent piece in
his Somehwere In Nepal column
(‘Where are you Tulsi Giri?”, #101)
contains a factual oversight.
Bhusal notes Sher Bahadur
Deuba’s Western-trained creden-
tials as one of the reasons to
explain the prime minister's
behaviour these days. Let's clear
this myth once and for all. Sher
Bahadur Deuba was never a
“research fellow” at the London
School of Economics (LSE). He
didn't “study” at the LSE, neither as

searched news articles which
expose the seamy underside of
how and who make the decisions
that affect resident's lives in Nepal.
Now itis time to reveal the
secret(s) behind Kathmandu
Nagarpalika's latest contribution to
the exotic passion-arousing
aromas of Kathmandu. Would you
please publish the names, ad-
dresses, telephone numbers,
emails and other vital statistics of
those responsible for the creation
of “The Essence of the Bagmati”
whose redolent scents, ever so

Charge d'Affaires Andrew
GOD Mitchell (1 p
Thank you for Daniel Lak's article  root cause of current violent
“On a mission from God” (#100) | insurgency in Nepal. Clare Short
am so unsuccessful when [ try to  rightly said that corruption,
explain my viewpoint to people exclusionand discrimination must
about religious intolerance, and be addressed and tackled. Mr
Lak has articulated my feelings ~ Mitchell seems to agree with her
exactly. | am a Hindu, grewupina  and others with similar beliefs.
Buddhist place in Kathmanduand ~ Unfortunately, apart from your
studied in a US Christian school, paper, no other media has
so | don't know if you could bothered to even mention these
understand the complexity of underlying factors. Nepali leaders
religious understanding and must act now to deal with the
transformation | have gone serious underlying causes of

are a few errors. There is no
umbrella for Nepali
groups in the US and it is incon-
ceivable that any umbrella
organisation will be formed in the
future. After years of debate on
the pros and cons of an umbrella
organisation, a coordinating body
called the Nepalese Americas
Council (NAC) was founded in
1991. Currently, NAC has 17

There are some 20 plus Nepali
groups across the US that will
challenge this absurd contention.
ANA was founded as a regional
organisation with a somewhat
grandiloquent name but its base
has been mainly some portion of
the US east coast. Nepali groups
inthe US all belong to an organisa-
tion known as NAC (Nepalese
Americas Council) which is a
body for all of its
members founded at a national
convention for all Nepalese
associations in 1991. Nobody

minded and arrogant he is in his
writings. He tries to make the
readers believe that Krishna Sen
was no journalist in the “usual
sense” because he was the editor
of the pro-Maoist papers which he
terms “propaganda sheets”. Mr Lal
could you take the trouble of
giving us alist of papers published
in Nepal that are not the propa-
ganda sheets of either the
government or political parties?
You call Krishna Sen a pamphlet-
eer. What do you think you are?
What do you think of your friends

sional guidance of Fred Halliday,
an Arab scholar of renown. Deuba
is said to have done some home-
work on parliamentary democra-
cies, but since he published
nothing at the LSE, one doesn't
know how “western trained” he
was at the end of his stint at LSE.
Under the urging of Krishna
Prasad Bhattarai, the acting
president of the then-banned
Nepali Congress Party, Socialist
International (once led by Willy
Brandt, with historically close ties
1o BP Koirala) and aided by covert

tional had long been discontinued,
and he was relying on borrowed
money from Nepalis, irregular
translation work for the BBC
Nepali Service, and subsidised
lodging at the Natraj Restaurant,
later home of the actress Karishma
Manandhar.

Deubais a simple, humble man
whose 30-year struggle for
democracy (10 of which were
spent in detention) were genuine.
His democratic credentials until
recently were pucca. But at a
time when he himself is as

any hard academic training.
Name provided, by email

p
ANA as its members.
Prahlad D. Pant,
Cincinnati, Ohio
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AVIDIT ACHARYA

renic ofien gets gnored,
A associated with out-of-date

murder myseeries involving
lace and country houses. But
there isarsenic in the water in
many parts of South Asia, and it
could kil yer. Arsenic s an
clement found in rocksand
sediments, can slowly poison
humans when dissolved in
drinking water. In the past
drinking water in Bangladesh and
West Bengal has been found to be
contaminated with arsenic, but
results from recent studies in
Nepal's tarai are cause for
concen.

Some 17,000 tube wells have

50 far been studied, and more
than five percent of them have
had arsenic concentrations over
50 parts per billion (ppb), the
amount Nepal has setas its
national guideline. Furthermore
more than 25 percent are above
10 ppb, which i the guideline
value set by the World Healdh
Organisation (WHO). Kim Rud

JAN HONZAINEWAH

AN HONZAINEWAH

Poisoned wells

If the water you drink comes from a tube well, you
might want to have it tested for arsenic.

Adamsen and Anil Pokhrel,
working at Nepal Water for
Health (NEWAH), say that their
organisation’s mathematical
models, with the government’s 50
ppb s the maximum acceptable
arsenic level, translate to 20, 000-
40,000 deachs annuall after 10
t0.20 years of time. According to
the mathematical model the

number of deaths arc only
reduced by 50 percen, if the
nacional guideline value s set to
50 ppb.

The arsenic problem hence
becomes comparable to the
problem of bacterial infection. It
differs in tha the bacterial
problem is one that affects weaker
people more scriously, while
anybody could dic from arsenic

arsenic contamination in drinking
water. Chronic poisoning lcads to
health problems such as cancer of
the kidneys,liver, lungs, somach
and other internal organs which
may appear only after 10 0 30
years, dependingon the general
health and dict of a person and
the amount of arsenic uptake.

‘The problem, say Adamsen
and Pokhrel,is that studying

poisoning, Furth

problem of arsenicis a long-term
cffect whereas the bacterial
problem s instant. According to
the lacest saristics 30000 pass
away from the bacteriological
problem.

“Thereare two kinds of arsenic
poisoning;: acute and chronic.
Acute poisoning occurs in
industrial locations, mines, and
factorics. In countries with lower
levels of industrialisation such as
Nepal, on the other hand, chronic
poisoning is morc common.
Symptomsappear as darkening of
skin colour and reddening of the
eyesand other iniial cffects.
These symptoms arevisible
depending upon the level of

very
difficult. “We are studying very
small amounts—a few parts per
billion—and the equipment
necessary for that is expensive.
Apart from this we don’t have
enough financial esources ona
nationallevel to mitigate this
burning problem which can later
explode into serious effects for
the tarai population of Nepal.
Until now the testing i limited
only to agency supported wells
and does not account for the
innumerable private wells. The
mitigation plan for the nation
should include these private
wells. At the current stage icis
not possible to adopt a guideline
value inline to the WHO

standard. The policy states that
this guideline value wil be
revisited every year. These are
part of the reasons the govern-
ment set the national guideline
value higher than the WHO
standard. What chis does, of
course,isignore therisk bracket
between 10 and 50 ppb.

Arsenic rescarch in Nepal
began slowly in 1999 when the
HMG's Department of Water
Supply and Sanitation first began
its surveying of tarai districts with
the support of the WHO. Since
then, the Nepal Red Cross
Socicty has taken the lead with
ests of more than ten thousand
water samples. The National
Arsenic Stecring Comittce,
which includes NGOs, interna-
tional and government organisa-
tions, was formed in 2001 to co-
ordinate all arsenic rescarch in
Nepal, and the NGO Informal
Committeealso began o supporc
the Steering Committee. Pokhrel
says thae NEWAH is in the
process of building regional

forums to interact and identify
solutions around qualiy water
supply including the arsenic
dilemma.

“The tests to detectarsenic
contamination in ground water
are carried out cither using field
st kits or analysed at laborato-
ties in Kathmandu. Most of the
sector organisations are using
field test kits as they are cheaper
and the results are obrained
instancly at the site. Thisalso
improves the necessary communi-
cation to the community in order
tolower thearsenic uptake by the
peoplein the remote tarai
villages. Initially these kits were
imported, but now a Nepali
NGO named ENPHO, has also
started making the kics locally.
‘The laboratory tests are relatively
expensive and the water samples
have to be sent to Kathmandu.

Thereare an unknown
number of tube wells in Nepal—
probably more than 300,000—of
which more than 17,000 samples
have been tested. Approximately
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HERE AND THERE

by DANIEL LAK

Living

ashington DC - This s truly an imperial city, the capital of
the global superpoweer. Excep that most of the architeerure

that scems designed to cow down the visitor and impress

with its soaring, imperious lines is from the 19

century or the first

half of the 20", Yet Washington hums with power, even in the
blazing heat of their first Independence Day since the 11 September,

2001.

“The Mall, a slash of green running from the Houses of Congress

in the moment

Past wars and national obsessions such as comedy are being
sidelined in today’s USA.

low black wall inscribed with the names ofsain veterans of Viet-
nam, i for once not thronged with emotional families and surviving
spouses and children. I¢'s ahways been the most moving moment,for

me, of a visit here

The sight ofa teenager who probably never knew

his father or i rare cases, mother, pointing the name out to his

o the Potomac River, is as ever, the setting for planned displays of
patriotic exuberance. From the US Capitol, the lone remaining bit of
topography here, a sound stage will boom ou the musical backdrop
o the fireworks ignited at the fect of Abraham Lincoln, oratleast
outside his neo-classical and oddly moving memorial at the far end of
the Mall. The plan is for Americans and visitors to inc the parks and
sreets between the two extremes, taking in both the sound and
vision of the Fourth of July, 2002.

“The normally open spaces at the centre of the city are blotched
with security checkpoints and thousands of men and women in
uniform are funnelling us through gaps in hasily crected fences,
scarching handbags, rucksacks, coolers full o ice and water, even
cigarette packets. “Ya can’t be too sure,” [ heard one Howard
County Maryland sheriff's deputy tell a tourist from Mexico, who
nods his head in vigorous assent. Even this morning, the newspapers
were full of vaguely worded yet dire warnings of more terror aacks,
and the need for vigilance on America’s national day. The mood is
odd, light and celebratory yet somehow wachful. People glance
about them and talk in hushed tones in the shade.

Noone, I repeat, no one, makes jokes about terrorism, attacks
on the US, anything like that. This is definitely something different
about comedy-obscssed America. I go to avendor's stall o buy a har,
some protection for my follicularly challenged scalp that's now

reddening in the blazing sun. My choices are stark, and all almost
militant in their patriotism. There’s one saying “US Marines”, another
with “FBI”,the letter embroidered on a camouflage morif, The New
York police and fire departments are honoured as well, il powerfully
venerated here for their heroics last September. Various other police
forces have their logos on bascball hats, along with myriad US govern-
mentagencies concerned with security. I choose “CIA” on plain navy
blue n hopes that somehow choosing the symbol of the agency that got
it most wrong is a fashion statement, Later I realise that  also got it
wrong,

“The most powerful of Washington’s memorials and monuments, the

friends, finding it among 58,000 victims of what surely still be one of
the world's more pointless wars, never fils to make me weepy,
confirmed in my opposicion to miliarism, You often find yourselfin
conversation with a Vietam veteran here, and usually he fecls much
the same. But today—in the unscasonable heat and the security
scare—the crowds are sparse. Justa few people run their fingers over
the black marble lists of the fallen, justa few tears sizzle on the
pavement below. That morning’s New York Times brings dirc
warnings of another war and I can’t help but think about the
consequences ofa milicary invasion of raq. Will that one require another
controversial monument tots fallen? [ hope we never find out.

Lacer, night brings  lctl relicfand the din and delight of the
fireworks display. Nothing too fancy, just fountains of light and
colour etched against the castern sky. A lone gunman—mad,
apparenly, and able in today's America to purchase weapons
casily—has been the only incident of violence. Commentators seem
quick—t00 quick—o tell us that it’s not related to al Qaeda or
errorism, despite the fact that the arcacker was Egyprian and his
victims Jewish Americans standing at the check-in counter for the
Isracliairline EI AL

1¢s been a peculiar day and I wonder what lies in store for
America, and for ll of us, berween now and the next Fourch of
July.

JAN HONZAINEWAH

two-thirds of these tests have
aken place in labs, so while
stacistical information was finally
available, very litle was done o
inform communitiesaround high-
risk wells that their waer was
contaminated.

“Though rescarchers admit
thac field testingis far less precisc
chan tests conducted in the lab,
they still supporc it. But rescarch-
ers might have to rechink their
testing seratcgy if the government
can be persuaded by the other
members of the Steering Commit-
tec to change the guideline value

t0 the WHO-recommended 10
ppb. “ In the longer run we don’t
want people consuming arsenicin
the 10 ppb to 50 ppb bracket to
beignored,” say Adamsen and
Pokhrel.

Government officils explain
their side of the problem. “We
want to make sure that all the
highly contaminated wells are
closcd before we bring the
standard down to ten,” says
Nirmal Tandukar of the Deparc-
ment of Water Supply and
Sanitation. His collcague at the
DWSS, Amar Neku, adds, “Right

now we don't have enough
resourcesto bring the standard

right. What's important s to find
outwhich process contributes to
ination most.

down to ten. The p
might have cnough money to
work with this standard, but we
don’t. Our priority is o close all
the seriously affected wells before
we proceed. Of course, we too
would like to ultimatly bring
down the standard to 10 ppb but
we need to take things slowly.”
Currently,an estimated 500,000
people consume water with
arsenic concentrations of over 50
ppb, and 26 million drink and
cook with water that has over 10
ppb of arsenic.

“The roots of the problem go
back to the 1980’s—the Decade
of International Water Supply

‘That may no be happening fasc
cnough. Going by the data from
the studies being conducted
currently, the death toll is
increasing, and will continue to
doso ata much faster race than
the concentraion of arsenic.
“The cheapest way to remedy
the problem s to stop using the
water for drinkingand cooking
purposes in any well that is found
to be contaminated and for
example start harvesting rainwater
for use instead. It i expensive o
investigate contaminaion, and
the costs to do so will only
increase if the government

and Sanitation.
used dug-wells were casily
microbiologically polluted,
UNICEF, WHO and a host of
other international organisations
advised that tube wells be drilled
o provide safer drinking water.
Arsenic wasn't on anyone’s mind,
unil large amounts were detected
in drinking water in Bangladcsh
and West Bengal in 1986, and
arsenic rescarch began in those
parcs of the region. Overa decade
later, in 1997, when some 90
percent of tube wells in Bangla-
desh had been tested and 20
percent of these closed due to
high levels of arsenic contamina-
tion, water experts in Nepal
decided it was time to look into
the quality of water supply here.
Itis difficult to explain the
whys, wheres and hows of arsenic
contamination in Nepal, and
there are plenty of theorics to
choose from. Scientist and water
expert Dipak Gyawali thinks
delving into the causes can wair.
“No one knows which theory is

decides to redu
value to 10 ppb. An added
difficulty is that testing only one
wellin alocality is not an
accurate measure of the arsenic
contamination or lack thereof in
ncighbouring wells. Thercfore all
wells must be measured. Despite
the difficulrics, rescarch teams are
trying to survey all of Nepal's
tube wells. Of the 17 tarai
districts studied so far,
Nawalparasi, Rautahat, Bara,
Kailali and Parsa have the highest
incidence of groundwater
contaminated with arsenic. [

GOLF_ MEMBERSHIP
TRANSFER

Foreign Diplomat
returning to home, wishes|
to transfer Gokarna Golf
Club Membership to any
interested party for the
period from July to
November 2002
Negotiable rate. Contact
412332 (0), 431010 (R)

DOMESTIC BRIEFS

Residents around the Pashupatinath, one of the seven areas in
Kathmandu that make the Valley a World Heritage Site, have reason to
protest. Irate locals, including priests, are angry about the decision of the
Pashupatinath Area Development Trust (PADT) to demolish the settle-
ments around the temple core on the grounds that they are not built
according to construction regulations. An independent authority, the
PADT issued a public notice on 29 April detaiing its decision to acquire
183 houses and temples in the Pashupati core area. Angry residents said
at a recent press conference that 119 of those properties belong to
families who have been living there for generations and are actively
involved in the traditional rituals and festivals, and the PADT decision
would put more that 40 religious festivals and jatras in jeopardy. Locals,
including a well-know sadhu, are suing the PADT and asking the govern-
ment to intervene. Some have even threatened to convert to Christianity.

s on the alleged disappearance an
death in police custody of Krishna Sen, the pro-Maoist editor of
Janadisha, who was reported to have been arrested on 20 May. The
weekly Jana Astha announced that he had died under torture, and this
was confirmed by the international organisation Reporters Without
Borders (RSF). A Home Ministry statement said that Sen was never
arested by the police and dismissed as “baseless’ Sen's reported death
in custody, but acknowledged that he was on its most wanted list. “This
latest statement is as revolting as it is ridiculous,” maintains Robert
Ménard, secretary-general of RSF.

Sen's case has triggered off an outcry among human rights and
journalists groups here too. On 4 July the Federation of Nepalese
Journalists announced the launch of a two-week long protest campaign
demanding an offcial inquiry into cases of journalists who have been
killed or tortured in prison, the release of journalists still in custody and
the lifting of all press censorship. A number of vernacular weeklies left
their editorials blank on Tuesday as part of the campaign.

Hot air

Balloon Sunrise Nepal says that it hasn't been ordered to shut down by
the palace or anyone else, contrary to a report that appeared in
Janastha weekly recently. “April to October is off-season. We only operate
flights after October,” says Ratan Singh Pal an official with Balloon
Sunrise, the only hot air balloon company operational in Nepal. “Early
this year, when we flew over the palace area, there was an inquiry. But we
were never ordered to shut down.” The company recently had to send a
clarification to a vernacular paper that published a news item about a
balloon landing on a roof. *I don't recall us ever doing that’, says a
bemused Pal.
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SOMEWHERE IN NEPAL

cdon'tknowwhathe
chairman of last month’s
mectingin London acrully

had in mind \\lnlc c«llmg &;r “the

Addictive disorder

by PUSKAR BHUSAL

Py

Maybe donors should fund political parties here, and NATO deploy soldiers.

flowsfroma narion's geographical,
hysical, hist 1, and politi

their freedoms of movementand
i i & d check

ndyustmcnt progammes Flcorl s

should b

JOYEUSE FETE NATIONALE || st it

ailment: it saddiction toa brand of

On the auspicious
poliicsitcan'tafford.

Call atonbh d.mg humnlw—

candidatescan'tbe expected tomakea
§ detpend

full disdl

hascolonial id o et
faﬂedsmre("Nepilmusnvc(beallomd :nanld ar policy mistak increasinglyvocal civil  Thisway, donorge
iled stae”, #100). A Rotbergadds. (BacktotheAirand  libertarians. Term limitscan’cbe dgmﬂndndmnwmum:m\ﬂd
dm\oumuc version of Jang Bahadur Water Theory of Politics, ch?) Lack of i
hostiliy rh affected. vh i ds
ughtaferpolicianin Gvinlence that could pill over o it ndidatesis
country. This obscssion with the orhel countries, wmch belme(hcv outofthe uestonina country wih “The nation’s single-minded focus
oxymoron obscures Nepal'sprimary — have th Partiesand should beon holding free and fir

clectionsin November. (Even if the

ianinervention”,

iparty

ism”,

occasion of the National Day

fussier. Threare too many variables
onlyadsofmoncycancontol The

y dfister—
in poorer countris,
Nepal must be

We must mobilisc cx(emal
fesourss, I‘ nor

Supreme Court
House, twould oy be postponing
ourmomentof truth by three yearsat

the most.) Election manifestos have

|ncumbencv I’olmm] envyin rival

of the Republic of France

processof breaking the cyck
ofporgncances md

petiton.
1, elections

Acth 4

entail quid pro quos.
Hhouh e il

we extend our heartiest

5 P
ﬁmnung Public

phenomenon, it has become much
morerdevantotheposc /11
“Inless

tioncannotworkina
vocation that putsa

felicitations.

e ln thepast] sate
k i " Robert I

achicvement Baring

Rotberg,di fthe Programme on
Intrastate Conflictat Harvard Universi-
ty'sJohn F Kennedy School of
Government, writes in the July/August
2002 issue of Foreign Affrs. “Now,
these states pose dangers notonly to

would rise nasty
questionsinasociecy
suscepible o poliical
witchhunts, Requiring
membersof the Houseof

NFCCI ity e

lection from th

ste from fling and resusciating
thosehatdo fl,are thus saegicand
moral imperatives.”

Buclackof homogenciy posesa
problem. “The naturcof sat filure:
vares fom plce o plic somctimes

dramatically.Fal akness can

NEPAL-FRANCE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE & INDUSTRY
KATHMANDU, NEPAL
Tel: 439591, 439594

same consituency
couldinfinge

gcncmusmrhccauseofsa\*mg
e ot

anyway. Itisimportant o ensure that

the tiniest of micro-credit
projects, they mightaswell
become moreactivein
dirccty funding political
partis. The Bretton
Woodsinsttutions
could designabasket
fund tharwould
support partics by

Weshould considervways of
drawing ntemational asisance for che
mechanicsand logistis ofclectons.
‘TheNorch Adantic Treaty Organisa-
tion, torn by an ideniy crisssince
the fll ofthe Berlin Wall,may find
useful ole here, Afier9/11, NATO
headquarcers n Brusslsinvoked for
thefirst dme i the organisation’s

percentageofpopular

scory
ofitscharter whercbyan atickonany

testhey
st lection weighted.
with heir votingrecord
onlegishrion
fuclaciny
stucturd

n attack ll.
Once Nepals policicalvabilcy s
esablished asan integralparcofthe
elobal war o terror, our embassy in
the Belgian capital can go nto the
deailsof deploying NATO soldiers
and supplicsacross the counry during
cachlection cyele. Evenifwe don'tget
amodern-dayversion of hevily 19°
centuryautocrat,we might beable o
breathe casicr. ]

JOYEUSE FETE NATIONALE

French Language Classes
New session: July 29"-October 11*, 2002

Admission: July 22nd until July 26"

Thapathali (opposite Rotary Club)
Tel: 241 163, 242 832
cours @afk2.wlink.com.np
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“Itisnow posible o recum ovillages provided here

headquarters. They'vebeen therg

e Octoberlastyear.
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onlyabout 50. But the rebels use threats, intimidation and
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ergen Kholah ‘They have bunt downallb the39VDC
plantin Apriland the rebelsareaid tob f  buildings. Schools have begun reopening, butlast month
itstwo elction constiuencies made up of 28VDCs. “The  the Maoistsatacked

soldiers use the mai roads and the Maoists control he
shortcuts,”one villager old us.
Othervillagerstold usthe Maoistsarelosi

plantat Tacopani. Allthis hasaffected tourism, even
though the norther distritsof Mustangand Manang are
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In Baglung, he el d
59VDC'sbuildings. Asin Myagdi,thercarc no phone
connections lcfeanywhere, exceptin thedisrct headquar-
ters. Besides telecom towwers, Maoists havealso destroyed
four healh postsanda government food godown with 50
quintalsof rice. The rebels have not disrupred construction
workon the Baglung- Bhurtibang (105km) road but they
have burnedown four commaunity buildings uilcvich
ADBsuppor.
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Warning signs

The economy is doing even worse than the annual Economic Survey for 2001/02 suggests. Central bank
statistics covering 10-months of the fiscal year (up to mid-May) show that exports have tumbled, government
spending has dropped, especially on development, and that service receipts continue to deciine compared with
the same period  year ago. Domestic creditis slow and the private sector is hardly borrowing. Government
spending is slow and very ltle money going into development activities—regular spending was Rs 36.5 billon
in mid-May, while development spending decreased by 17 percent to Rs 13.3 billion. Growth in revenue
collection has almost disappeared at about one percent, given that it grew by about 21 percent in the same
period last year.

Exports have declined by about 12 percent to Rs 41 billon, reflecting largely the slump in overseas exports.
Export to third countries dropped by almost 38 percent to Rs 15.67 billion, from about Rs 25 billion in the same
period last year. The Balance of Payments statistics based on data until March reported a major decline in
receipts from services (including tourism). Even though transfer receipts (remittances) continued to grow and
imports remained low, the central bank reported a current account deficit of Rs 10 billion, almost double that in
the same period last year. The foreign exchange holdings increased by about 2 percent to Rs 104.5 billion in
mid-May, but the share of convertible currencies has continued to erode (from about 78 percent last year to
about 73 percent in May 2002).

Real trim 7

Dabur Nepal has launched is entire range of Real natural fuices in a new 200 mi ‘Trim & Tall i |
packs. The Real nectar variants of Dabur juices contain 25-30 percent pulp and the Real {
Juices, up to 50 percent, which the company says is higher than similar products, which have
about 10 percent pulp. Dabur's preservative- and artificial flavouring-free juices are mainly
exported to India, but the 200 ml packs are aimed at Nepali consumers.

4
More banks in trouble =

PriceWaterHouseCooper is to begin a study of the faling financial health of two more public financial insttu-
tions starting the new fiscal year, beginning mid-July. The two problem insfitutions are the Agricultural Develop-
ment Bank (ADBIN) Nepal and the Nepal Industrial Development Corporation (NIDC). The study is to be
supported by an Asian Development Bank grant. The study shall take about 10 months and will formalise what
many already know—the poor state of the two banking institutions due to years of meddling by bureaucrats and
politicians. Any reforms needed would be supported by the ADB. Meanwhile, Deloitte Touche Tomahatsu, which
was to have taken over management of the Rastriya Banilya Bank under the financial reforms project, has
indicated that it is backing out. The central bank says that it does not have a formal word yet, but is exploring
possible legal action for breach of contract.

More flights to Doha

Nepa\ and Qabar have evise lhew Ai Servlces Agreeme crease the number of Qatar Airlines flights to
Nepal from seven to 11 every week. The 8 July agreement also permits up to four cargo flights each week. The
additions to the ASA include Fifth Freedom rights for onward connections to Kuala Lumpur (Malaysia) and
Bandarseri Begawan (Brunei), while a third destination is to be decided shortly. It also allows stopovers in Muscat
(Oman), Karachi (Pakistan) and a third stop, which will be announced later.

L -1

Divestment

The Nepal Rastra Bank has given the Bank of Ceyion the green figh to sel s stock in the Nepal Bank of Ceylon
(NBC). The Sri Lankan bank has been allowed to sell its 35 percent holding to nine of ts promoter partners, who
will reportedly buy at Rs 196 per unit. The 10 percent rule, which sets a ceiling on the amount of stock a single
promoter can own, applies here too. The NBC's paid-up capital was Rs 350 million, and its authorised capital Rs
500 million. A recent Nepal Rastra Bank rule says this figure must be Rs 1 billion in seven years. The bank had
planned to raise Rs 150 million from the market but has not yet made a public offer.
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IC SENSE

Who needs a budget?

by ARTHA BEED

Another budget, another radical suggestion from the Beed.

‘hen Prime Minister Sher

Bahadur Deuba stared

reading ot the proposed
budgetina lve broadcas, your Beed
asked thrce questons. First when
Nepal s recling undera inancial criss
and there is no Finance Minister, can
the prime ministr do justice o this

orfolo? Second, whatis the

Iegitimacy ofbudgg presentcd bya
government whose ftc hangsina
courtoflaw? Finally howdovejudge

aperson whoisn'teven sure what, if

any, party helegally belongs to?
Andyet, wewent through the

motions, aswealways do. Therewere

poitinti, o thcrewnue
perspect
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controlled. A budgetisas uselessa
documentasan dlction manifesoific
ronitoredand

|mma(cnal. And then thereis lhe
‘matter of how the tax collection

revicwed o reflec realiom, pracicality
and flexibili

comments in the media, discussions at

lictle to do with the intents and

Inany case,

the Reporter's Club,
people belonging tothe Nepals el
prodzlmcdlmdlcclmﬂﬂﬂpdc Makc

purposes of the budger.
on heeenditre s

elaion to Nepal's major
activities. Most of the aid that

b

no mistake

ly into the

thevaseofbrethorror, thbud.gs(
nt

tmansition from the Ninth to the Tenth
Five Year Plan, the Medium Term

d
businesses have perfected the artof
slippingoutof the tax net. This

d,ifwe  Expend y foreign remit-
jsquarter,  yearrollingbudgetary system. Bur  tances, burdoes noreven legitimise
bcfam(lsfmgmren—\slhnﬁmi han thescare t them, | Knowledgett
ne\cmrewf i budgetis Country d Plans ajor source of revenue. Uniil all of
f lt-arerlandbi-lceral  theseel ferworth more
alrcady festivity- h inNepal. Thereis  than thetotaloutlayannouncedin the
Pt nowaytoensurctharthesedoverail  budget, what purpose can thar
Overthe yearsthebudgechaswell — with theannual budgecofthe county.  document possblyserve?
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Okay, maybe thercis o poinc
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d.Asuncuonbcmwnegularand
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oppositon.
us? Why don'cwe, the real
stakeholdersin thiscounty sand up

TaxActon Apnl Fools Day madeit

and ask for ind realisti

clections on the bsisofn-your-
o ey

polce? Tapayershcp paingacs

amply clar that, ifichad s way, he Neal
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land h bleoncofthose planni yand respon

herthanwaiting  firyalet biliy. Stoppis ofthesels

disiplined ashion forthe Finance d ! havenot dwlvnolaso{uuon Perhaps the real,
Bill. Over the yearsit d hecffi isdoing
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Prithvi Bahadur Pande led a
consortium of investors to buy
Credit Agricole shares in Nepal
Indosuez Bank, and has recently
renamed it the Nepal Investment
Bank. Nepali Times asked him what
his plans are, and which way he
sees the country’s economy headed.

Nepal Times: So, do you miss the "French connection™
Prithvi Pande: It is too early to tell. We as investors have taken the 50
percent shares belonging to Nepal Indosuez/Credit Agricole, the rest still
belongs to Nepalis. Our major clients, international companies, INGOs,
embassies, the UN institutions have told me they are very happy that the
bank came to the so-called “Pande Group”. We've only lost one big
account, and even that was a domestic one.

We have to leave that behind us. We wanted to come into operation by
about March, but eventually it was delayed by four months.
So there's no residual bad blood?
No, there cannot be. We are business people, and everybody is enited to
ry and make a bid for anything. But once that is passed, what is the point
having bad blood with anyone?
You have your own investment bank, now what?
We are hoping that we can get into invesiment banking activity, and this
can only happen after capital is increased. We hope to get there in a year
or soif the central bank allows us to. We are gearing up for that. We feel
that if we can get into investment banking, it would contribute to the profits.
How will this be different from a commercial bank?
Investment banking wil have long-term lending, which normally commer-
cial banks are not supposed to do. They are supposed to borrow and lend
short. We will be going into medium- and long-term lending. We also hope
to underwrite (share) issues, go into acquisitions, mergers, etc and get
brokerage. Because the economy is so small we have to do both commer-
cial and investment banking. We hope also to do equity investments, if
there is a big project coming up we can act as promoters.
The Rastra Bank says tis going to be very strict about regulating

P ?
The Rastra Bank is a sleeping giant that has woken up. They have been
activated now with a more dynamic governor, and of course the World Bank
and IMF are waving the stick. But the central bank sometimes tends to go
overboard. If someone has been involved in insider lending, why have they
not been punished? The tendency is to punish everybody not just the ones
involved in impropriety. Recently they said you canrot borrow i you are
promoters with over one percent stock. This is not correct. In  liberalised
economy anybody should have the right to borrow anywhere. What they
could have said is; if an investor borrows and does not pay then we will take
action. | think commercial banks are being over-regulated.

. People investing here are loyal to Nepal...”

Isn't the size of the pie shrinking with 16 banks already here.
The pie is definitely shrinking, trade has come down, hotels are being
subsidised by the central bank. This bank is small and the capital is high
This bank after the rights issue will have capital of Rs 520 million. Despite
having a big name, this bank was underperforming, mainly because of the
country risk in Nepal for which they had to have provisioning at head office.
How can you grow bigger?

Being a Nepali bank we have more access to investment opportunities. We
don't want to keep a low profile. But this s clearly not the right time to fush
into things. We have to find a balance, we need to increase the size of the
bank and hope we can grow in the next two years by at least 40-50 percent.

What , given
awash in cash but has no investors?

1'am not looking at it from that perspective. My perspective is that this bank
has capital, the rest of the banks are already up to their necks in lending.
The new NRB rules and requirements are stringent. Capital adequacy has
to be 10 percent this coming year. That is the opportunity for us, our
capital adequacy is nearly 14-15 percent. So some of the good clients of
other banks have to find new lenders. And that is our opportunity.

hat g€, y g polic
We are concemed with the economy, which is clearly related to the political
scenario in two ways: one is the behaviour of the politicians themselves and
the other is the Maoist insurgency. 'm not in a position to say if the
insurgency will be settied in the three years, I think it may take longer than
that. But the politcal side can be settled very quickly, if there is the will.
There is a silver lining?
Let's say the insurgency goes on but i isolated in certain regions, then |
think tourism will rebound. | feel that 50 percent of the problems we face
are of our own making, the nation needs to progress. But | also feel the
business community needs to get over petty interests and see the broader
interests of the country. We want all facilities from government, but don't
want to pay taxes. We expect other couniry's taxpayers to take care of us.
It's a Catch-22: you need to atiract investment, which need tax breaks
We need investment to generate employment. The bottom line is to
aunch a massive employment generation campaign. | am investing in
Nepal now, because this is my county. Its still a reasonable profession to
getinto, and you are helping your country out. People who are investing
here believe in Nepal and are loyal to the country.
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versince Tibet was
opencd o therworld, i
has neverbeen thesame
again. Neither hasche
world. Thisis the roofof
theworld,with breath-
takingscencry thatis
almost celestial. Ifthereis
apartof you that sccksadventureand
places o cxotic hat they need more
than words o be described, then this
isthe placefor you—the landscape, the
pilgrims,the magnificenc archicecture
ofthe monasterics. And aboveal, the
sky. Thesky
More han mostjourneys, hisis
oncthatbencfs fom preprain.

is fine, of bove h: 1 listed, and body’s happ Yamdo Yutso (the Turqoise Lake) Barkhoron kh d. Not Tt blic toilets, but not
course, butin Tibecsome prior avisa. Thevisa can costanywhere Hittheroad Gpanteand Shigase Andifyou'e mdm bl hereyoullgecaoo — nealyenough and v sidences,
knowledge makesyourravelsalot  from Rs 2,200 0 $56, depending on satil o hrough v lucky youcould jusch especiallyin the Kiray areaof old
more fuitfuland enjoyable: Arecent  your nacionaliy, whether you're ¢ . Mu yougeuheldea Thuusevenz Lhasa, have significantly poor toilet
simonthstayin Tibet taughtme  applying ina group, and how fast e, oo bmha;"“ Huna]aw,mdud.mngEvcmlfmm romthe  failties. And s youmove outof
some things well worth knowing,and  you need it : . the norh. Traeling by oad so diyene. Lhasa,inigating thearid phteauis
e may saveyou some imeand hasde maskand shadessolve that poblem. Isaloh aboutyouronly option.
Koo the you T e Moving 1 provid h NalchVIb e
toknowthem, too. Theidsofucling i ey - andprovides many, many photo-ops.  Nepalichia, Mayl cl(lsnl?smangas Sh‘wmg anyne?
Where tobegin d « b d d Traces of Nepal e used 0 HERETS, BUEIL s won erful 8 hep
l'thhmscl:mbessymKarhmand\l Mlhzhcpmspcclofamvclag:ncy masdffs, herds of yak and shecp i > T ds,b 't
isopen forvisappi every move. But dorting the hill birds dhome,butyou 1100 g AU Thei wsslbyukebn:kasmuthasyou’d
d Frida fmm ! kalitdle differently in th f bove t d, wild il history. The aj;‘a)mc dsxv::l;xpfmls\?g« like. VCDs, DVDs areliterally given
10AM- HSOAMA Thesraing Tibet A ndic d pleinLhasisprobably {18\ T P v Andhen theresgreat music o
It,and you pastyou, rolling hills, and crazy cloud  the oldest reminder ofche link e, behad forabout 10 Yuan (justabout
can come back for your visa. Ifyou heck h inbl (Thacswhy  beaween Nepaland Tibet. Theidolof menpry ghsandal e E"‘“;‘V Rs100) per CD. From Velvet
simply can'twait, theembassywill  havingoanswera hang} Wou thel0-yearoldSakyamuniherewasa sy pla | ( the Cranby
giveyouavisathe sameday, orthree  and having your di don'tevent keth gftfmmBhnkuu,[h:Newan ine he YOUIE soundirack to The Godfarher. Just
dayslater, for Due rder, dictaphone, visiting cards,  twice: Ifics Zhangmou, Tingi, prin . The siing there. ‘make sure you keep some money for
wtheshorti justan hour i Lhasse,Shigatseand Tscthangon your Jhokhzngsarchnecmma]sohaswmc Naturecalls rhsamcms:hodcpcsra(l(od«n and
andahalf, b A derlong, ime-vasting e toLhasa, «myuurwayl(muldhe distineely hes. And ifyou d intothy
i anditisalso  scrutiny. So doyourslfa favourand LawoYando  missdaalbhaas justgo ot d flesaren'tcxacdyonthe  foreeson numerous
good o know thatgroups of fourand  get yourselfa ravel agent. You're by(hexl\mtsofrh:ap(lynam:d Lion i wpofih s to-dolist. heck heway to Kathmand

L'agence francophone de Katmandou, dont I'un des
responsables est un tibétologue frangais. Spécialiste du
Tibet, Mandala Trekking organise de mai & Octobre des

ala

(<]

B Y

Mandala Trekking Katmandou
GPO Box : 4573 Tel: (977-1) 412 438

Fax: 428 042

au Tibet (dates et prix sur:

carte en jeep. Accueil sympa et service efficace.

.com

Available at all
leading pharmacies

Ask for this brand new collection of Kunda Dixit's
Under My Hat columns at a bookshop near you.
Rs 200. To order,
email: subscription@himalmedia.com

or

call (01) 543333-7 and just give your

phone numl

ber and address.

Nepali Times subscribers get a 20 percent discount for their copy.

RAMYATA LIMBU

versince Tibetopencd up

o touristin e 1984,

resulingin an influx of

cagerforcignvisitors

entering theonce closed
region, Kathmandus has beena poplar
enty pointothe phtcau.

‘Andas tourism to Nepal continues
cosuffricis the Tibeetaffcthatis
kecping many Kathmandu horclsin
busines this monsoon season.

“Tibec hasitsown partcular
charm, and it complementsa Nepal
oliday very well”says Peter Chu,of

Gatewa

Nepal cashes in as

ay to Tibet

the entry-point for pilgrims and tourists to Tibet.

route desitctheprescnceof Maoists—
fora price. Travellrs who recently
made the round-trip journey to
Kailwshvia Simikot told us thatthe
Maoistshave asliding scalefor the
“donations” required o pas chro
thearca,ranging from $100 per head
for foreigners, to Rs 7,000 for
Indians.

‘While Indian pilgrims arc keen to
getcloseto Kailshas quicklyas

Amiko Travel, Chuisonc o the & posible, other tourists, apart from the

pionceroperatorof toursto Tiber, and 2 clssicalscven-day Lhasa rip, have

began offeringoverland rips to Tibec 2 qyclingtours,cultural roursto choose

nearly 20 ycars ago. Things have £ from. Amongthe most populararcthe

changed in Tibecsince that time. 210 day cxpedition o the north base

R b d,logistics  ousfor peoplewith problemswiththe 15,000, and so far this year 7,000 campof Mt Everest, 10 day trans

arcberter managed. Buttheasphalt  alitude,” says Ang Tshering S havedoneso. Tourop Himalaya Tibet our, 12 day Lhasa-

road o the borderat Khasa was Asan Trekking, which isasotheagent 15 percentdropin Tibettafficvia  Tcang-Sanghagurok Gyanse-

defnicyberesthn” heays The - inNealforCima T Mownin- - Nepal sy Asarsl China — Zangnon. Wi sraccof Lhua
iko Highway in nApril epre-  South W, which o openingup,

many places by nasty lnddlides and senmm*escfmeTmclAgcnm connecton has reduccd fights h'om populrty. Notmuchis rermcted and

thesedaysitakes up o five hoursto  Associaion cn threcaweek to twothi it

rech K a joumeytharused oake —toalkabour teludng  Howeve ooffcthedrop, thee anpvherein Thetrov.

dhrechours. ) i inlndiancourissto The foadingof the markervith
Ofcourse,youcanby wmansport forcli heback il has led to costcurting,

Iandslldesbyralungrhcwncﬂ aweck  Kodariar (thcpaI Tibetborder. MansamvamndM( Kaish. “Thatsa ph:nomenon also seen in Nepal,

one-hourflight o Lhasafom With ourist i and has been hurting the travel

Kathmandu. Ac $255 one-way flghtic
istep butie s, Many pople

. tor rms:nd

d llyin times when the

downt
dimbes gomg w© Tibetvia Neplhave

flyoneway. Opinionis divid

numbers of third country arivals are
decreasing,” says Ang Tshering

agencies in Nepal. Despitcan
increase in volumes, they say the
profit margin s gecting les.

Since early May, there have been crowds of pilgrims
around Mt Kailash circumambulating the holy mountain. “It
is believed that if you circle the mountain in the year of the
Iron Horse, it is equivalent to circling the mountain 13 times
S0 you can do the inner kora,” says Manod K Shrestha, who
recently returned from the area.

Mt Kailash is considered the supreme pilgrim's destina-
tion for Tibetan Buddhism, Hindus and Tibetan followers of
the Bon-po religion, and this year, there was an unbroken
human circle moving around its base. Located in the far
west of the Tibetan plateau, 1,600 km from Lhasa and about
1,000 km from Zhangmou, Mt Kailash is believed to be a

whethericsbete o fy thereand aﬂoa( “The numbers may have Sherpa. Truckloads of devout Nepal maybe 20or 30 years
drive back, or driy i Euddhmx havealso madc (heuwa) ahead of Tibetin terms of tourism
Fying smightino Lhasaa 3 600m says Chuwh handled to Kailashfor the Sakt Jopment, and many Nepali
about lastyear, compared  which s held every 12 years. companiessillprovide the expertise:

altitude, wh driving first can tothe handled 'F and i i d
creatcacclimatisation problems farthis year. il Nepalgunjand ditionsin Tibet.
because the highway first crosses the ‘The total number of tourists Simikot, and walk to Hdm on d\c BmasChma buxldx upit own
Thingri Pass at 4,300 mand hich i i Jimbi Nepa.l Tb:rbmd . From the
Shigatscat 3,900 d I ks on the bord i M. Ik of Nepali
o the Tsang Po plain. the Chinesesid toTibetfrom  andanoth 1 chet

“The high k Nepal last year i MKailash. Peopl i ke thi Tiberitself. [1

of Dachok, a tantric god and Lake Mansorovar
is supposed to be the manifestation of the god's consort.
Hindus believe it to be the abode of Lord Shiva.
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COMMENT by PETER VAN WALSUM u P
The good ﬁght = No dams in Japan
CANBERRA - For the pasl week ¢, 70+ ye’ar‘n\d Canadian farmer | P’er&y. Q=g TOKYO - The fate of a popular Japanese pclluclan in a crucial no-
Schmeiser has been warning farmers in Australia’s grain growing disticts conderes ot Frday vl et cals o nk\: rlom of vadiorl
about the risks of genetically engineered crops. Schmeiser is a reuctant " - P rel poltcs n the country. Yasuo Tanaka, governor of Nagano
crusader against genetic engineering and the corporate giant, Monsanto. Th_alland can p"t up W|th a IOt fmm its prefecture in northern Japan, faces the ire of the members of its
“I gotinvolved vith tis and | can assure you it i not by choice—it has For Europe, it is crucial to come to an neighbours, but not jibes at its monarchy. | assemby et o osnlastveek 059 e
been hard on my family—they are so big and powerful,” he said in eccee e XXX tion of two dams in the area. Local media says the odds are that
Adelaide tis veek. understanding with the US on Iraq. o ) Tanaka would be ousted by the 60-member assembly, 48 of whose
In August 1998, Monsanto sued Schmeiser for growing 1,030 acres of soee eeee sightsona as members support the no-confidence motion. A two-hirds vote of the
canola containing genetically modified and patented plants that are oani astranagem to hamuch Iran, oz domited s MaTin Win She  sppeard didnorgoro “'mﬂ"d‘ assembly would resultin the passage of the motion. At the same time,
resistant to the herbicide Monsanto manufacured, Roundup, without a ) hUNwepons  memberofth haswritten articles on and offsince orsubscribers. Tanaka, who has two more years in his term, continues to command
licence agreement, Schmeiser argued that he had planted his filds with inpeos. The USampociemore s mikaranbions o indanec June nhe New Light of Myanmar Thailand's current quartclwith | 5.5 percent approval ratings in the prefecture. He also has popular
seeds saved from his previous year's crop, which must have been uncertainty i bbing Py P attackinga king Thais respect, King Burma evolved outofadisputein appeal across Japan for speaking his mind against economic
contaminated by pollen or seed from his neighbours who planted rardingofis benefical effect. Given weapon o[‘,m destruction buthas Narensuan the Great, who ruled the late May, when Burma accused the practices such as rampant construction and funds that aren't ear-
genetically modified (GM) crops. He argued also that he did not gain ‘his ambi : fromusingit. Once he country in thelate 15005 from the then  Thais of firing military rounds into marked specifically, that he defines as the root of the country's
any benefit from the patented gene. () Europetoengagethe USinaserious  isattacked by the US, he may useic Thai capial, Ayurhaya. Thai bissory miliary breakdown. (es)
discusion of theoptionsfordealing  againstsrac, which will etaliat. sy King Narensuan iberated the exerciscalongthe borderthe two, . . :
Food ﬁm vithSaddam. Thecommonaim Inducing Iraq o readit the UN o heyondd ol med ol . .Bl. g. bIISIIIess 25 gets S blgfamls o
Europe’s parliament has passed stringent new rules for genetically byadicutorwithsowelldocumented — candosheirjob won'tentiely emove limic, ’ﬂys"““""f?q’d“‘k‘ﬂ&dm?' t0°Thais" and “Thailand” in sories [SLAMABAD - Pakistan's alfeady marginalised smallfarmers will be
modified food (GMO), raising American objections and allegations of | eapons of mass chreat, but it will make it ofthe Banghok Post. "Themonarchyis  and replaceitwith *Yodaya', aterm hurt all the more by the government's latest effort to attract foreign
protectionism. The current transatlantic dispute is over the “Codex destruction. The opti nrollable. Ei , T deri investment into the country, say rights activists here. According to
Alimentarius” (global food standards set by the WHO and the UN FAO), resumed inspections o ‘regime would then breathe asigh of relief. are revered by the Thais.” Burmescofficils use when makmg several NGOs, Islamabad’s enactment last month of a law that
the EU regulation on labeling and tracing genetically modified change. Butthe debate ot o theoth Thalandsamy i Gene deroguoryreferences o Thaiand. removes the ceiing on land holdings as well s the liing of import
organisms, and the appiication of WTO rules. In Europe and beyond, kchechoicrlosckacuthan vy Sddamvil e b UN Surayud Chulan view, lesh din the New duties on agriculture machin-
GOS have become emblematic of the powerful economic fears that iy, v ) Wemshitbick . KingNuewsan  LigrofMpumaheadined and equipment practically
globalisation inspires. In France, Biitain, and Germany, farmers and piibviig e Usma the Gris thi futhand Yo bother's sounded a eath knell for the
ecologists jointy oppose, and sometimes sabotage, trials of GM crops. " i et courage,” hevas quoted ashavingsid.  teritoy fec” and “In Yodaya, e SR T
Americans, including farmers, are more accustomed to paying for o “Thai Prime Minister Thaksin sycophants prosper”. the old dispensation, at least
innovative technologies and products—a disposition reflected in a recent g‘::‘:l“épc;[f insuchdiscussion [“‘s‘d“" Bush then opes for regime hi 4D i ‘Burma has been d d thousands of landless
US Supreme Court decision that extended patents to plants. In Europe, ange, ¢ Cprou Chavalic Yongehaiyudh havesupporied  before. “Itisaway of d p
agriculure and intellectual property are more often at odds ! Then, many Europeans il age that v b - oot inste Thi land atast while landowners
In contrast to the US, information on GMOs in Europe emphasises " N . - N X AMOng o 5 S oita Socutity Councll lesiti e writi wevedls‘cuuragedﬂomh
risk rather than benefits (in particular, reduced use of pesticides and the oec A ! nar 3 © withouta Security Council mandate. N e Ea—— - accumulating too muct
insecticides). For example, national advisory bodies in he UK, the US deencedoctrinetoalow This rapidly changed after 11 increase ts nfluence by berating he But they already did, twice i BANGKOK orgmenrvhohave ledcforhe MaTin Win. By lﬂﬂ““‘“';‘fl ':J:;,m pupasc s 1;};“?:“"’“[11“;07 because of an imposed ceiing of 40 hectares for irigated land and
Netherlands, and France recently insisted on additional regulatory preemptivestuikesonstates  September. On 14 May 2002 the Usfor linterest dor even supported i e hearad o e fst - preswsroringihucMa a cadsa group of Burmese pra 80 hectares for unirrigated land. On 20 June, however, the federal
measures for GMOs intended to prevent adverse side effects—for thatharbour wespons o mass Security Council 2 S derstand, American airseik Baghdad I draws the which dth whohasa doctorarcin histon mentarians ving in exre. What- Cabinet lited that ceiling while approving a Corporate Agriculture
example, allergic reactions—on consumers' health. Americans for their desruction. E el i 1 lifeby  forthevi in the Bush in December 1998, and supported asaoerantnation, ¢ ament which 3] hmdb« oA oty ooliteal i s Farming (CAF) package that it said was aimed at luring foreign
part accuse the EU of practicing bio-rade I itwith America lyad implified hatthe US shouldnor o even participated in NATO sair . 8§ Juanirsoneyebag et adbeen pactieda " pamayary uces. investors. ()
e ded e Frnlg beb by acontnencthat s e Federal Reublic ismonacby.asBumdsgoe: i and two o Ancrer guan lj : ccountry sk
Hussein cerinlrag. howed £ decadent and moralising. Many late. y Chavalit. urma,” headds. “These sentiments
Lwe and |et |IV97 Smo:lh:G\Jf\X;:r,th‘aqhﬁbcen showedsgnsofbangprpurd o I M j:?{:f;if[‘:;‘;x\‘ﬁizgifxf Forth st wo ek the Tha cricisng Rangoonisjua or | Zewolecisileginguit:  dofsevioof e HIV in India
.. , ! ' ¢ rhal fircat many non- ailaw, people.

Was! TeiinEas pedge ot aueg.am o urn of asourceof fi thewestern Rnrmcm Yugoslavia butif Europe B o iesaficrthe h ON - The Indian guvemments offcial pcllcles vscugmse
T penalty to b declared unconstitutional in the United States bersofthe UN t pewashelplssundl American—— conveys dhatis i‘e B“";‘“f"""s”]““g"’°T " fencein 195, et s hasoften sed istoryto hector he the importance of reaching out to female prostitutes and men who

Explaining his decision to declare the Security Council. By the end 0f 1999, LSval attack Imq, aud Ih.u lhxs aa of i o . i st ¢ . have sex with other men in its battle against HIV/AIDS, but such efforts.

federal death penalty diverg letes he Us rerals 3 Makmgdmrma(Eump(;\nd who the US pm.dmm, it uhkcl offcadom. The miliay used the ‘f‘h°vd°"°‘“°P°‘“k“ year : disrust,cnmity and conflic are undermined by polce persecution of fellow-prostitttes and gay

US District Judge Jed Rakoff wrote thatit ~ Britain loying theirair power i hasthe ABM the USare on th conl o o o B e he o e w men who provide information and condoms to the two high-risk groups,

is “ully foreseeable that in enforcing the t A dested  inthewaron (trmrgsnsnl[vbu(al\n furynn Hardlya rational policy thecricd  villonder 0 uth-<ast Asia expert. according to a report released Tuesday by Human Rights Watch

death penaly, a meaningful number of  France joined Russiaand Chinain nnﬂsand(h:lmemmona] Criminal ~ indealing i Saddam Tm fora coninencin profound transi- artclsinthe New LightofMyanmar, - mesures Nejor Gene Palnghoon - igning morarch, King Bhuibol atMahidol Universtyhere. Buc his | called Epidemic of Abuse. The document was issued to coincide with

innocent people will be executed who alx‘mmngon resolution 1284, Asthis  Court, tion. 0 (Project Syndicate) apaper Klaham, dep Adulyadsj (n piciure). T : this week's XIV International AIDS Conference in Barcelona, Spain.

otherwise would eventualy be able to © Eump{:\num.\whm[mqlsamdmi the views of Rangoon's miliary rulers. wul;mlmlm wwuumihvﬂu A lerterof issue, Copeland say. “The miliary “Undermining prevention among highisk people is a sure way o
prove their innocence. It follows that implementation of the Federal h,.,.gd.qummmkmhe d i musth dinadvance. (Peter van Walsum ) T I 1y prog alked Bangkok the hcldlhg had to respond. Itsces tselfas the speed along the spread of AIDS to the general population,” said
Death Penalty Act . .. deprives innocent people of a significant opportu-  Security Councilaffer t he Irag government's d Itisn'tdifficult o overthrow the Nethertands on the UN P ““gﬂ“““"v ) o the hig The  defenderof Joanne Csete, director of the HRW's HIV/AIDS programme and the
nity o prove their innacence and therehy violates .. . due process.” of the UN weapons nspectorsand auitude s caused by the Bush Saddam, butitis impossible to Security Council in 1999 and characterof Burma wherethe  nation.” 0 aps) report's author. In Andhra Pradesh, Kamataka, Maharashira, Manipur,

During his tenure as Governor of Texas, US President George W Bush set
a record for the maximum number of execution of prisoners sentenced to
the death penalty.

Radloactwe generators go missing

ational Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) investigato 0 locate
Mu mgmy redoactie themoelectic generalms during an extensive
search ¢l , which weigh
one ton each, contain a snm\\av amoum of the radioaciive element
strontium-90 that was released during the 1986 Chernobyl disaster. The
missing generators underscore the continued vulnerability of ‘orphaned"
radioactive sources in many parts of the former Soviet Union. Mark
Gwozdecky, an IAEA spokesman, confirmed that strontium-90 is an
element that can be used in a so-called dirty bomb, which could be used
by terrorists to contaminate a sizable area.

The two-week-long IAEA mission, which concluded 24 June, soughtto
recover eight reactors. Six were found. However, unofficial information
indicates there may be as many as six other such generators unac-
counted for, according to Sergei Kakushadze, the head of Georgia's
Nuclear and Radiation Safety Service. (Eurasianetorg)

subsequent American irstrikes of
December 1998, hopefor progress on

adminision'ssbre g bt no
onecan tellwhether

prcdlclwl\oonvhal\w]l takehis place.

q avingus

2000, and was chairman of the
Iraq sanctions committee.)

INION

Slow going

Don’t bet on a quick recovery of the American economy.

by JOSEPH E. STIGLITZ

Hiher the US economy? Everypiec f good newssuggesting that downrurn, Th he second—the resultof in
America'srecesion isabout high e i in
ohervie. The Fderl R g ypolicyref theboom ofthe e 90s—may |
loy i rates. Instead, iderabl i h h ib remain dark, havin
maintainsa “neutral”sance. Th i them. raresdid nor,and

indicaton ofuncertinty.
ofthe discussion ofthe U

E Parh Filloage

yisoflcle el frits ocused

will m)( Imd firms o invest moreintheses
ba

onth
aredefined by whecher GDP has fllen. But what s ofreal concern s che gap
beween thecconomy's porentaland tsactual

performance. In theseterms, the American economy’s
performanceis ikely o remain dismal. Increases in

‘measured producivity mean that the cconomy’s

potential growth rae is now somewhere bervween 3.5-4
ey, (There have been chanaca it

we cortect for price changes, so that what we measure
todayas 4 percentacually represents what weused o
measure asa substantally smaller number.)

Exen when America grovws ar 0.5 percen, agapof
3 percentina $10 tillion cconomy meansalossof
output of $300 billion—an enormous amount by any
definition. The shordall,in turn, implies ising

togrowin excess of it long run potentialin order o
getback o urlsing s resources fully. Even with the
surprisingly srong grovwth numbers or thefirst
quarteroftheyear, most orccastrs sce growth over
2002 asa whole falling shorc of itslong run potential,
and byasignificantamount,implying that unemploy-

‘mentwill rise.

Thereisasimple interpretation of what has been
happening o the US cconomy. The recession of 2001
combined an inventory downtum withan investment

IS will have

Thegood dthebad—ishatthe pacof t
ienty fost hat much ofth y ol
Al orn out, or even ling n start faster

danitotherwise would. Meanwhil, the US cannot

expectmuch releffrom exports, given the global

cconomicslowlown, o fromconsumer spending
bound i

Typicall

selfasa politicallysecular country, bu he.
Youngpolia pary with e cedendls and many youngs el

Indonesia’s new Islam

Indonesia’s secular politics is being
challenged by Islamlc groups.

the fomner g ury Gl

and Tamil Nadu the disease has already spread beyond high-risk
groups into the general population, according to the report. The
report cals for greater government commitment to ensuring that
police do not abuse or harass HIV/AIDS workers and delete from its
criminal code offences dating from 19 century imperial rule that
criminalise sex between men.

Officially, India has four million HIV-positive people, the second
highest national total after South Africa, although the official
infection rate stands at just below one percent of the adult population.
But most experts believe that the actual number is significantly
higher; some estimate it is more than double the official figure. (Ps)

Mandate Party, b

ma.g;un:umLanthLLhamr
birthin 1945, Indonesia I
‘withamodern egalsystem that gavesocial space for slam, the r:hgmn ofthe
maortyof lonpeople. Ntionafsmundesfoundin
b
d Jled national ) rzndrh\r

N«hdlamlUlama—hz\*ensverplawdas@xﬁmmmlemparlwncnury

politi

after Suharto’s dm\ nfall in May 1988, most Muslim voters still Lhoscwcular

parties. Indonesia has seen che Laskar Jihad
andL hiddi ince 1998, but though people viewed them
disturbing i ism, b idy inthe

ducated supportes i being closcly watched here. TheJustice Patyis
one of several Islamic groups and partiesthat support calls to amend the

longeer ol pcure.

e Jus

want Article29 ofthe oonsumuon, wluch supula\cs le l I\c bmc is based

the author of

short run, they do nor enhanceis long-term comped-
divenessand srenggh
(Projct Syndicare

older,secular particsin the country. Ilgamed cvenscats i the House it
timeitaninth ection, andsoon became pary numbet fvcin akara

cheeconomy; ut consumption has, almost miracu- 1945 Constitution t0 apply Isamic Shariah law i the world's most P princip
I cained th y has fll populous Muslim country, desp from majorparies, Such call IoamicShariah (v).”Says Hidayat asoa chok Tnou consinon
and thus theres e scope fora rebound. arean i harco’ ul ! teligion i frce. So Islamic law is not against the constitu-
Ahigh level of indebredness now afflicts US “Our based is i iblish a justice and tion.” He added that Islamic law had been practised before the Dutch
houscholds This sharp deteroration in the US fiscal I I " sid Id Hidayat NurWahid,second ~ colonial period. “Shariah can be applied to Muslims i the countrys those
i longtcrminerese pnsxdmmﬂ’.\an&(h]anor]umw ary.“Theinentontoserv whichisthe  ofother elgonsarefic topracic hei bl Scepic sy tht the
liee, even asshort-term interest rate reached record main policy ofour party, pofgod,” explaincd DrZ party may havea its real policies on religion remain
lows.Rising uncmploymentadds oasenscof e pary's i ics grach Britin, unclear, Still ochers say hat there s no need for constitutional change.
y y Il dand horizontal reations o the people.” “Th regulare how many units  person should perform
tion. Record levels of mil di he only poliicsin 1998, the ary yinthe Houseof giining  withina prayer and many other things relared to religious service,” said
major dwhilesuch cxpends sasina ort period of i ¢ Nahdacul Ulama Central Exccutive Board member Masdar Mas udi.

“Thereare no sunveys o indicatesupport for dheJusie Party, buc Hidayac
il hm bada S00percenncresein inpuy members, which he calls

Leadersofmsjor

President Abdurrahman Wahid, wh

arty of former
I basethe Mus

organisation Nahdarul Ulmaandits 35 million

b e

ithas 300,000 core

membevs. most from rhcvounger wdl sdumed middle class. Thc seeds of

huham: s fall. Ulil Abshar-Abdalla, an Islamic scholar from the non-

I) ing| rthewOrd:x (Suharm

(ascph E Stigliz is professor of economics Justice Parey's movs. Wabid has saidhat Aricle 2 o the Consiuion, which
and finance at Columbia University, winner vasa' Coflndoncis  govemment Freedom Insiuecxpli
of the 2001 Nabell’n/;em ba)namls, and i b Pﬂf[lti Lﬂ) ‘many

d its Dis tents) lik sidl k s Indonesian De Ihebanom litical activiti
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Hold all elections

Interview with Krishna Prasad Sapkota, president of the Federation of DDCs, in Chalphal, June 30

Tne terms o ocalbody offcias ends i Asa e urtent Nepalr
ont

ral
ot pra qovernments tan perate

in this scenario?

According to the Local Goverance Act, the tems of local bodies can
be extended for a year in case of unusual circumstances such as
natural disasters or economic indiscipline.... | feel that the term of the
local bodies should be extended i keeping with ths legal provision.

In normal circumstances, local representatives are elected for a term "W
offve years. Although five years have passed, the government is

making excuses that it cannot hold local elections. On the ofher

hand, the government has dissolved parliament and has an- =zl
nounced the date for general elections, How can it say local - X,

elections cannot be held on the grounds of insecurity and unusual
circumstances, and then propose that general elections be held? We
feel that the dates for local elections should be announced immedi-
ately, so both local elections and parliamentary elections can be held
on the same day.

doyou say that both ele should be held on
thrs inother countries?

It happens in many countries around the world. Local and general elections take place on the same day. We
could do the same. By holding both elections simultaneously, we'd save on administrative and economic
costs, and have a handle on security. Also, this election would enable those peaple from all parties to go to
every ward who believe in this consitution but have been unable to go to the villages. It will faciltate political
movement and activity at the local level. It will help make democracy more effective at the local level.

Isthere a precedent for

We have. We have set clearly before the government the thoughts of the Federation of District Development
Committees. We have met with Prime Minister Deuba. He said that he would extend our term in office. But we
heard him saying on Nepal Television, while attending some program, that he would not extend the local
representatives'terms. It doesn't bode wel for the country when a person in his respectable position keeps
changing his line of thought, It leads to instability and weakens the democratic process. All democratic forces
have to challenge such autocratic actions.

ays that it won't extend the term of local representatives; you say that it should. Is
there an alternative?
| feel that the alternative to democracy is autocracy. For those who believe in democracy, there can be no
alternative. A sovereign people exercise their rights through the representatives they elect. There has been an
attempt to capture power by nominating individuals, party workers, and enlisting people, and not through
associations of people’s representatives. This trend will continue despite criticism. There is absolutely no
alternative to democracy.

e discussed with locally

Has.

and the Federation of DDCs?
It has not, yet. The government should take the correct path. In a democracy you solve crises (hvough talks,
debate. We're prepared to talk. The local bodies play an important role in

Too Iong 1 prison

Kantipur 7 July

PIFAET
Dhankuta resident Padma Maya
Gurungwas relased from prison

party hasspli. It you lookat the
party constitution, you willsee

that Prime Minister Sher Bahadur
Deubawas notevena memberof

the party on 16-19 June (when he
h

lascweekafter spending six extra
years behind bars due to the
carelessness ofthe justice depart-
ment, Her daughteralso spent three
of those years with her in prison
with her.

In 1990 (2048), Padma Maya
Gurungwas aped whileon hervay
back home fier collectng fodderin
the forest. She b sa

held theg ),
because he had aleady been
expelled by the party, on 26 May.
He had not challenged the leglity
of the expulsion or that of the
disciplinary commitcec or the
central committee of the party. In
fact,on9 Junc he had soughta

review of the decision of the

Cultural Corporation. Al elf-
respectingartists think it isgraceful
oseck favours of the Home
Ministy for beingawarded. As long
astheculueofeglectnche

dis favwards remains,the

disciplinary ywritingto
Girija Prasad Koirala, acknowledgi

resultof the rape. A few days after
the baby was born, she killed it by

buryingi. The courtin Dhankuta

himas presidentofthe pary:
Buteven before the time fora
o tobginhd lpsd 5

nation cannot look up o the
recipients with respect. The king

has t begin reforming the process,
because the awards and decorations

his behalf, and

sentenced Gurung o e

ment, bu the Biratnagar Court of
Appealsoverturned the decision and
sentenced Gurung to ten yearsof
mlpnsonmem

daysafier
whmited)on 16-17 June Db
called a meeting of party workers

for‘party uiy, and dechredca

because the queen s the custodian
ofall national awards. Another
reform that ncedso happenis

lection as new

s later in 1993, the
Supreme(:mmssmrncsd Gurung
ofive years of imprisonment
showing the reasonsthat she was
compelled to killthe baby:
According o the judgement,
Gurungshould have been free by
1995. But there wasadelay in the
papers from the Supreme Court
reaching the Dhankutaand
Biratnagar courts,and Padma Maya
spentsix extra yearsin prison.

Ahuman rights group in
Kathmandu has cxposed the
injusticeuffered by Padma Maya

ing hi

president of the party. Presidentof
the party of which hewas noteven
ageneral member! Now the
Election Commission is expected
toaccept the meeting asa general
convention and Sher Bahadur
Deuba, and not Girija Prasad
Koirala,as president o the NC!
Otherwise weare told there will be
chaos! The sky will fll

Now note another date: 22
May: Thatvening Prime

ister

now,on theeve the
king’sstate visic to China, The
Panchayatitradition of declaringa
holiday on the day the His Majesty
beginsand endsa statevisitabroad
isstillin vogue. Itis time to rethink
the raionale and relevance of this
radition. Sucha tradition, which
direclyaffects productivity, cannot
perhapsbe found inany other
country of the world. How reevant
isitto think that the institution of
monarchy can be espected by
stopping productive activiies,

C
tonforhedisoluionofpari-

owingtoth fthe
courtsand has dcm.mdcd thatshe
and that the

toHis Ma|esw Thekmgapprovtd
d: thesame

guiltybe punished. Padma Maya,
whoisilliterate, has not appealed o
any sector o far. Sindhunath
Pyakurel, president of the Nepal
Bar Association, says Padma Maya
had tospend six extrayears in ail
because of the failure of Supreme
Courtjudges and the judicialsystem

democracy and bringing about social change. In fact, it is the local bodies that have been enecllve\y carrying
out work and make the presence of the state felt. If it weren't for the municipalities, the VDCs, and the DDCs,
the people wouldn't experience the rule of the state. If at this point the government removes the locally
elected representatives, the majoriy of the people will be alienated.

Maybe the government decided not to hold local elections because it is unable to...

If you can't hold one election, you can't hold any election. The same electorate votes at the same polling
centres, the process is the same. It's laughable to say that in the case of the local elections they cannot, but
for parliamentary elections, they can. If the government can guarantee security during pariiamentary elections
why can't they guarantee it during local elections? The government's stand is ridiculous, wrong,

QUOTE OF THE WE!

None of us Nepali j i ige solely in journalism. Therefore, it is al how the

Nepalipress ol receifa journalist should carry outan activity in a non-journalisic upauw For
instance, it should be more clear whetheran editor is arrested for writing an editorial or for playing
another role.

—Yubaraj Ghimire, Edicor of Kantipurand The Kachmandu Postin Jana Aasthaon 3 July

“Theimportance of our office has increased after the Maoists bombed it.”
Signs - PM's Residence
- Deuba Congess Party - Baluwatar.

Nepal Samacharpatra, 7 July

ofollow-up on whether judgements
have been implemented. “There has
o bean investigation and the guilty
mustbe punished.” he sid. The
joint bench of justices Uday Raj
Upadhyayaand Kedar Bahadur
Neupane decided Padma Maya's
case. Both have since retired.

Acarecent function organiscd
by the Manay Adhikar Tatha Shanci
Sama, lawyer Tikaram Bhattarai
said that the chicfjustice at the
Courtof Appeals was to be blamed.
“Itis their duty o inspect the
jails and monitor whether inmates
have served their term, and are
entitled to be freed,” he said.
Human Rights Commission
member Indira Rana says that i is
notunusual for inmates to spend
afew extra months in prison cven
after the term of their sentence,
but thatsix years was an excep-
tional occurrence.

Secretary ofthe Judicial Council
Kashi Raj Dahal hasacknowledged
the flawsin this case. He says that
the delay in the judicial system is
due to the traditional processes
followed by the courts. There arc
provisions for punishing those
who delay the implementation of
ajudgement, Human rights
activists have warned that they
will organise demonstrations to
ensure that Padma Mayais
compensated by the state for the
six extra years and mental rorcure
she endured in prison.

Contradictions

lI1r|h1rBuah1|nBtmmh1, July
“The Nepali Congessstarute was not
contested by anyonebefore he
sion. Theresno
the

evening, Sucha decision by the
Kingbecomesffctive immed:
ately, unles specified otherwise. In

educationaland other general
activities s nor the continuity of
suchatradition equivalent o the
wasteof “man-days” or “man
hours” duringa general strike?

| There may notbea direc

other words the House of Repre-
sentatives ceased fo cxist, and the
status of MPs and parliamentary
partics became invalid. All MPs,
except the Speaker of the House,
became former MPs. By his own
decision, the prime minsteralso
ended his membership in parla-

the decora-
tions andpubhc holidays. But that
does not stopanyone from

initiatinga disciplincd, professional
and constructive culture. Because
these two traditions arc associated
with the nstiution of monarchy,
noothe nsturion buthe

ment. The day he was expelled by
the party, Deuba was lso not the
“leaderof the parliamentary party”,
because the party had taken action
aginsta cadre who had vowed o
abideby the pary consiion and

the pallnmsnnn pary. I\ow
Deuba cl

Sulclde bomber

Kbagendta Sangroulain
Himal Khabarpatrika, 16 July

ASalman Rushdic has been born in
Nepal 0. Her nameis Manisha,

mtﬂlngbyvmusofbemg[hc
leader of the parliamentary party,
and that was the basis for the
decisions that followed.

104 districts
Bimarsha, 5 July

How many districts does Nepal
have? This question has become
relevantafrer 4 July, when

last name, Daji. hois
weakin terms of caste, wealth and
religion tends to be victimised by
those intoxicated by the strength
resulting from [higher] cast,
[more] wealth and [dominant]
religion. Manisha Dasjiof
Naglibang of Parbat district became
avictim of rape, by a group of four
Ied by Indra KC. What happens
whenawoman s raped As faras
possibleshe tries to hide the wound
asbetas shecan, o cven commits

presidents of the Nepal Stud
Union (NSU) from 60 districts
issued asatement relaing to the
splitin the Nepali Congress. Nepal
may have 75 disrict,butwe

wicide for fearof
socially. Or she may even resort to
the help ofa woman rafficker, and
begina (voluntary) journey t thehell
thatis Mumbai's prostiution dens.

already have such

But sh

104 presidents of the NSU.
Immcdmelyaﬁerasmrsmem
saying that 44 NSU presidents
supported Deuba, 60 other NSU
presidents issucd a statement

saying that they were siding with
Girija Prasad Koirala.

For royal atlentlon

Yubaraj Ghimirein Kantipus,
8July
: G

... The respected and well-known
singer Narayan Gopal was perhaps
not decorated for being what he is
best known as—an artist. Hewas

50 | manager of the

notpickany of thescoptions. .
Wailingand screaming, she old
the village the story of her rape. She
named the perpetratorsand filed a
lawsuicagainst them. Then she
came to Kathmandu and faced the
people’s court (sic) ac the audito-
ium of the Nepal Bar Association,
where she lamented her plight and
stretched her hands outsecking
supportin her fight... All his
promptsa question: what was the
motivaion of the organiscrs o the
meetingin getting Manisha to
speak out? Who will ake responsi-
bility for her security now? Ina
sense, Manisha Darji has become
somesorc ofasicide bomb...

Back at Sundarijal >14

“| have no time for depression”

At the end of , BP
is trying to keep his spirits up through the
worst of the winter. He tells himself that

there

no time for gloominess, as he has

only seven more years to make the best of
before he hits 70, and his mental and
physical faculties start to decline. Every week
Nepali Times brings you entries from BP’s
1977 prison diaries, handwritten in English.

29" January 1977

Sundarijal: It looks like winter rigour will not let up. The night was
extremely cold and in the early morning the whole landscape was
bright white from heavy frost. The water in the earthen pit, that GM
keeps in the open for birds, was frozen into a thick lump of ice. |
think this morning was the coldest period of the winter. On account
of this severity of the winter my body hasn't felt relaxed ever since
I amved here. Two days ago there was hint of me sprmg inthe
and | had felt happ,
comlor\ab\eness and ease that my body would 'eel when the
winter would be over. But it was a false hope. | didn't feel like
taking bath. | sometimes feel that excess cold affects our psychol-
ogy through diminishing cerebral activity. My present state of
pessimism—itis not really pessimism as it is deepest state of
uncertainty—may have been induced by this long spell of severe
winter. At my age man feels the severity of cold excessively—If |
were free, perhaps the normal daily round of work would have
greatly helped in mitigating the severity of the winter. As itis | am
cooped up in a small area, with the company of one person, no
work except reading some book which had been brought inside
just by chance, far away from dear ones who can't visit me—all
this makes for a mental state in which the vigour of the winter is.
feltabnormally.

Today, just a month ago on 29" December ‘76 | was in Patna
and Sushila was with me. We went out shopping; | had to buy a
pair of shoes and socks. We bought them at the Bata's. The choice
was Sushila’s and the money was of Laxman. In the evening Nona
gave a party for some of my friends at R Block. Jitanda gave us a
lunch at his house at Pataliputra. Sushila was all the time tense
with nervousness at the prospect of my return to Nepal and to jail.
Shailaja behaved in a peculiar fashion. She too was internally
nervous and excited. | remember everything vividly—remember
individual faces and different scenes. How long ago was it? How
far have | travelled from that day? An age has passed, and an
infinity seems to separate me from them.

GM says that we are not going to rot in prison, although there is
no indication that the King is in a hurry to do business with us.

30" January

It was on this day—a month ago—that we arrived at Kathmandu to
be promptly taken into custody by the Nepal military. In the morning
in Patna as | was preparing for departure and arranging things,
DP's house was full of friends and well-wishers came to goodbye
to me. Sushila was lost in thoughts—and others in the family were

bewildered and a little lost too. A month which is like an infinity
separates me from that time and place and dear ones.

Today too it was extremely cold. In the moming frost was
heaviest and the water froze in the open. | shivered the whole
morning. Didn't read. Didn't get relief even under the pale sun.
When back to my bed and tried to get warm under the quilt.

| have wasted the past one month that | have lived in prison—
wasted being psychologically weak, being homesick, being
exclusively concerned about how my family members would fare
in my absence—wasted being moody, sad, depressed listless or
nervous, disturbed, impatient, restless. | must pull myself up.
Enough is enough. | have not many years to live—I am already
past 62. By September | will have completed 63 years. Another
seven years are leftin which | can be actively engaged in the
pursuit of my calling with full physical and mental vigour. | may
live beyond 70 years but | can't expect to be in full possession of
my mental and physical faculties. Hence | have to be extremely
careful, methodical and organised so that every minute of my life
is accounted for. And usefully utilised towards the end of my life.
Enough is enough. | know nothing is lost by my imprisonment. If
anything this has improved our political position. | have to look
forward to a time when after my release | will be called upon to
shoulder responsibilities of political nature. There will be our party
to organise on a new basis—which will entail a lot of work. Then
alot of writing has to be done to educate the people and our rank
and file. | have my ideas on various subjects to put into writing.
When is the time for all this? | have to hurry up. Time is short. |
have no time, absolutely none, for depression and black moods

31¢ January

The day continued to be cold—the morning was as cold, if not
colder, as yesterday, but during the day time the wind was not
strong, hence the atmosphere was tolerably cold. | bathed today
after a lapse of four days.

|finished Basham's book. It is a biggish book, but he has
made his subject very interesting. For the beginner this book on
current and medieval history of India can be easily recommended.
| read the book with a half mind, and was not keen on going on,
but this morning | found to my satisfaction and surprise that | have
finished the book. | will again read it with attention. | had already
covered the ground during my study of Indian history with school.
1 had read Smith's history for my matric exam in 1930. Perhaps
Smith’s is more academic and detached. Basham'’s appears to be
alove’s labour since Basham is an admirer of India’s heritage.
This subjected attitude of the author makes the book readable. His
dealing of the arts and literature of ancient India is very satisfac-
tory and some of his own translations of Sanskrit poems are
reflective of the originals' moods and nuances of feeling and
felicity of expression.

| was under the impression that | haven't done any reading
during the 30 days | am here. Itis not so. All told | have read 600
pages. Not a remarkable achievement. But considering my
present state of mind and disturbed psychology | haven't ex-
pected that | would be able to do even this much of reading.
Since yesterday my mood is all right. From tomorrow | am going to
organise my daily routine with reading which will occupy the
primary place. But where are the books? | will be really unimagi-
nably hard if we are not supplied with reading materials. As it is
we have books, not a very high quality, but books all the same, to
last us till the end of February. After that if the isolation is not
lifted and contacts with people at home are not allowed then |
don't know how we will spend the time in jail

Today we were informed that our clothes would be washed
by nawvies attached to the platoon doing guard duty here. We
said that we will wash our clothes ourselves.

NG

Authe ntlc Th ai Food

Baaw That Beatawrant & Bax

VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT

Helvetas is looking for a Programme Officer to join the
small central country programme office team
(PO) in Kathmandu

The PO is responsible for providing support and guidance to all
Helvetas projects in Nepal, including may civil society partners. A
team of three professional staff design and monitor programmes.
and various organiztional policies across the country. We are
looking for a fourth team member with rich proven hands-on
experience and clearly demonstrated leadership qualities.

Major responsibilities:

o Provide a proactive backstopping role for social, economic
and technical activities in the sectors of Rural Infrastructure;
Green Sector; Skill's Training and Business Promotion

o Facilitate practical learning/complementary linkages within
and between own progammes, and with other actors.

o Take responsibility to the continuing development and
management of a Learning Through Monitoring System
(LT™).

o Act as watchdog and support person for qualitative vectors
across all programmes.

a Continue to improve and manage support modalities for
civil society, private sector and government partners.

o Work with the programme team in developing new con-
cepts and programmes for the organization.

o Provide other forms of conceptual and managerial support,
as required

Qualification and Experience:

o Good common sense, good judgement and an ability to
think logically.

o Wiling and able to work long hours, independently and
productively.

o Flexiilty t0 take on new responsibilities when required,
and openness to help other colleagues at all times.

o Ability to liaise, and support partners and Helvetas projects,
in a mature and highly professional manner.

o Atleast 5 years experience in a similar position, and at
least 3 years full time work directly in the village.

o Good negotiating skills and smart strategic thinking.

o A Masters degree would be an appropriate qualification for

the post.

o Excellent knowledge of English and Nepali, both written and
spoken

o Excellent knowledge of computer application, or willngness
to learn.

Candidate Profile:

o In order to balance the current team, we will be giving
preference to women (especially) and men from less
represented ethnic groups.

Interested candidates should send their C.V., two reference and
a passport size photograph to Helvetas. Only short listed
candidates will be called for interview. Telephone enquiries will
not be entertained.

dhelvetas Nepal ¥ e
A GROUP EXHIBITION OF

2 n [\
RECENT PAINTINGS BY
RENOWNED CONTEMPORARY ARTISTS
 Shashi Shah

Vaidya
& Krishna Manandhar & Kiran Manandbar

wNavindra Rajshandari
Fram 6 to 27 July (9:00 am to 7:00 pm Daily)

contemporary
W art gallery

Kamaladi, Kathmandu
Tel. # 247889, 222637
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ABOUT TOWN

FiLM
0 Simple mortel French, 1991, starring Christophe Bourseiller, directed by Pierre
Jolivet. 21 July, 2PM, Alliance Francaise.

EVENTS

0 Facilitation skills and group dynamics workshop organised by UK charity ELD from
15 July. www.eld.org.uk, 524202.
0 Alumni meeting Loreto Girls, St Teresa’s, 13 july, 3.30 PM, Stri Shakti, Kamaladi.

247072
Friends of the Bagmati Membership open to all. Email
friendsofthebagmatinepal@yahoo.com for details.

Music

Dinesh & Pemba Live every Friday 7PM-9PM, Himalatte Cafe, Thamel. 262526
Teesta Rox the house Friday and Saturday nights, music from the 1950s-1990s.

Rox Bar, Hyatt Regency Kathmandu. 491234

Live music by Catch 22, Friday nights at the 40,000 ¥ ft Bar, Rum Doodle Restaurant,
Thamel. 414336

DRINK
0 Bottomless Draught Unlimited draught beer between 5-10 PM
everyday, Rs 400, at the Splash Bar & Grill, Radisson Hotel.
1818

i
0 Metre of Malts Single malt exhibition and tasting. Twelve single ks
malts for Rs 999. Evenings, Piano Lounge, Hotel Yak & Yeti.
248999
FooD

0 Weekday buffet lunch Rs 350 plus tax, 50 percent discount for

children under 4 ft. 12.30 PM - 2.30 PM at the Sumeru Coffee Shop, Godavari Village
Resort. 560675

Plat du jour with a glass of wine and dip in Sundhara pool, Rs 700, Shangri-La Hotel.
412999

Pasta Mania Choose from a variety of pastas for Rs 111 plus tax at lunch and dinner,
and 20 percent off bottled wines. La Dolce Vita, Thamel.

Wines from around the world ~ Pair wines from Chile, Argentina and Australia with
Italian specialties at the Olive Garden, Radisson Hotel. 411818

Sandwiches of any kind ~Steak, pesto chicken, lamb and more on olive foccacia,
croissant, pita, baguette and other home-baked breads. 12-27 July, The Café, Hyatt
Regency Kathmandu. 491234

Weekend lunches at Dwarika's Hotel. Rs 700 per head with a bottle of beer and
swimming. 479488

Thai Food Festival 1-8 July at the Clubhouse Restaurant, Le Meridien Kathmandu,
Gokarna Golf Resort. 451212, 224399

Fine dining and table top cooking  Dinner at The Chimney, Hotel Yak & Yeti, starting
6.30 PM everyday. 248999

Wood fired pizzas at the new Roadhouse Café. Completely redesigned with sepa-
rate bar seating and coffee bar. The Roadhouse Café, Thamel.

0 BBQ and momo evenings 5PM onwards at Nanglo Café and Pub, Darbar Marg.
222636

0 Special Thai cuisine at Ban Thai Restaurant, Darbar Marg. 243271

GETAWAYS

0 For pilgrims and D Village Inn D

Temple and Pharping's Buddhist monasteries. Weekend package Rs 1,300 per
person on twin-sharing basis with half board. Children from 6-15, Rs 800.
dak_vinn@hotmail.com . 710587

Monsoon at its best Walk in the rain through the pristine countryside. $35 per person
per night on full board basis at the Horse Shoe Mountain Resort, Mude.
resort@horshoe.wlink.com.np

Monsoon in Shivapuri  for birdwatching, short hikes, writing. 20 minute drive and 10
minute walk from Kathmandu, two acres 6,000 feet on the edge of the Shivapuri
National Park. Rs 1,850 per person with dinner and breakfast, Rs 925 per child 5-14
years, Shivapuri Heights Cottage. info@escape2nepal.com

For inclusion in the isting send information to ediors@nepaliimes.com

NEPALI WEATHER

There are three low pressure centres in and around Nepal
this week. The circulation associated with these brought
south-westerly winds bearing desert dust this week that
chased away the moisture. The cyclonic system over
Bangladesh now has the upper hand, and has made its
presence felt over eastern Nepal. But another low pressure
over Sichuan is also pulling this moisture away to the east
Nextweek's weather will depend largely on how these three
systems play themselves out. The optimistic scenario is

YAK YETI YAK

by MIKU

BOOKWORM
Anthropology of Tourism: A Case Study of Chitwan, Sauraha Ramesh Rej Kunvar
Adroit Publishers, Delhi
Rs512

Kunwar analyses th thich tourism hangesin:

ly hics and moral conduct,
d Theauthor i
tion, trinketisation and cocacolaisation.

, revitalisa-

Nepalese Cli verest Ang Phurba Sherpaand Ramesh Raj Kunvear
Pemba Chhamji Sherpa, Kathmandu, 2002
Rs 1,100 (hardback), Rs 700 (paperback)
Aformer mountincer and anthropologist explore thelong lst of Nepalis who' dEverest
from both the North (Tibed)side and the South side (Nepal). The auth &
i d photographs of Khumbu, aswell s biog hotographs of numerous
Nepalisto have climbed Everest, as wellas descriptions of climbing riuals and firt

by Sherpaand forcign climbers.

Frank Kingdon Ward's Riddlc of the Tsangpo Gorges Kennech Cox,cd

Antique Collctors’ Club, Suffolk, UK, 2001

Rs4,180

Tsangpo Gorge,the world'sdeepest gorge, owists through Tibet's grea rivr Yarlong Tsangpoand

emerges far belowin India’s Phains. In 1926 Ward published an account o hs travelsand plant-
hthe gorge. Kenneth G cth S d Lan Baker spent ten yes

huntingthrough the; y
the routcand dtoreach includes Ward's text, updates,as

ly parcof hisarca. Thisvol

‘well asinformation on the history of exploration in the area.

Courtesy: Mandala Book Point, Kantipath, 227711, mandala@ccsl.com.np

Ring 356074, 981030322 for Hari, Shanta,
Sanju or John.

Wanted: Flat in Lalitpur _ at Rs 3,500 per month
approximately. Contact
shrutidebi@hotmail.com.

House for rent  Ground floor: living room,
kitchen, dining room, one bathroom. First
floor: master bedroom with attached bath,
one bedroom, bathroom, pantry. Second
floor: one bedroom with attached bath,
store, lobby. Third floor: terrace and laundry
room. Location: Galfutar. Tel: 412094,

Foot - Reflexology : stressed or tired? UPLIFT
YOUR SPIRIT FROM YOUR TOES UP.

email: buddhasfeet@yahoo.com or ring
425931

Flowerlovers don't miss our special FUCHSIA
exhibition!!!  More than 60 new and very beauti-
ful varieties of FUCHSIA, recently imported
from Europe, are on sale now, for the first time
ever in Nepal. Only at THE BISHALNAGAR
NURSERY, tel. 431797, five min from
Bhatbhateni Supermarket, two min from
Bishalnagar Chowk (turn right and downhil).

Stupa View and Restaurant & T errace at
Baudhanath Stupa. Well-appointed restau-
rant and terraces with views of stupa and
Himalayas. International vegetarian
specialties, pizza from clay oven, ice cream,
soft guitar tunes on Fridays, Saturdays,
Sundays from 5PM on. Special events on full
Landrover Defender 110 1990, 146,000 kms. moon. Open daily 11AM-8.30PM. 480262.
Duty not paid. Price negotiable. Contact
521105 between 10AM-12 noon. K-Too! Beer and Steakhouse  not the
“longest”, “highest", “first" or any other
superlative. Just a relaxed, easy-going bar
and restaurant with the coldest beer and
juiciest steaks this side of the moon. By the
Kathmandu Guest House. 433043

House to let Sitapaila Heights, 5 min. from
Ring Road, 15 min. from Lincoln School. Big
compound. Western style five bedrooms, two
bathrooms. Servants’ quarters. Motorable road.

For insertions ring NT Marketing at 543333-36.

on FM 102.4

Mon-Fri 0615-0645 BBC World Today
Sat 0615-0645 BBC Science in Action
Sun 0615-0645 BBC Agenda

Daily 2045-2115 BBC ATt dar
Daily 2245-2300 BBC Aureft @av

that the Bay of Bengal system will move in &
direction and bring much-needed rain to central and
western Nepal.

KATHMANDU VALLEY

Fi sat Sin Mon Tee
30-20 [ 31-20 3121 3121 31:22

Radio Sagarmatha

P.O. Box 6958, Bakhundole, Lalitpur, Nepal

Tel: ++977-1-545680, 545681 Fax: ++ 977-1- 530227
E-mail: radio@radiosagarmatha.org
www.radiosagarmatha.org

"~ Jai Nepal

MIN BAIRACHARYA

JANAKI GURUNG

efore Jai Nepal Chitraghar
Bb(\‘amt Nepal's firs cinema 52

years ago, it was a crocodile
hatchery. Yup, it was the residence for
the pet crocs of the Rana prime
ministers.

But the repriles were relocared in
time for the cinema's formal opening
in 1945 with the screening of the
religious Bollywood epic, Ganesh
Mahima. Movies used to be such a
novelry in those days that Kathmandu
audiences used to stand in the
aisles in the packed hall for three
hours watching bl
white

films,

Some would say that the entertain-
ment starvation in the valey, even
today, hasn't eased despite the fact chat
there are now 35 cinemas hee. Most
show Bollywood potboilers and their
Nepali imitations in steamy interiors
where the audience is wont to whistle
cach time the heroine makes her
appearance, or slap wildly when che
hero throws the villain off the edge of
the cliff.

That is why the arrival in
Kathmandu of its brandest new luxury

cinema is to its entertainment-
starved denizens what the
invention of in-fight
entertainment was

pethaps to civil aviation. Afer  six-
month Rs 20 millon revamp, a
compleely re-equipped and
refurbished Jai Nepal has opencd s
bor offce o customers his week with
¢he Hollywood porboiler, Sp
Nor that Jai Nepal has not been
an innovator, Owners took a sk by

lerman.

showing the Oscar-nominated France-

Nepal production Caravan two years
ago, and the film ran for an
unprecedented four months. Bhaskar
Dhungana remembers going t0 sce
Caravan, and says he couldn’t stand
che stuffy interiors wich ts broken

benches and dirty floor for more than
15 minues. That is when Dhungana
realsed that Kathmandu was ready for
amodern cincma. He told us: “The
time had come for Kathmandu to have
its own world-class cinema, and we
have brough it Dhungana is partner
in a consortium called Vision Quese
(with Rajesh Siddbi, Nirmal Pradhan
and Nimak Uddin) which lased the
cinema and invested in the revamp.
Aca invitaions-only screening of
Spiderman this week, the audience
marvelled a the recining velvet
covered seas with neat cup-holders,

carpeted floors, and a modern intcrior.
There s no garish and gaudy
chandelirs and drapes, the nerior is
clegantand funcrional.

The cinema’s 500 seats are cleverly
inclined for unobstructed screen views
The projection and sound cquipment
is state-of-the-art with Dolby Digital
and the laest THX-approved three-
way sound system which i so cffective
that when Spiderman and his nemesis
have their duckto-desch sequence, the
reverberations fee ik they arc
slugging it out right in the cinema.

Dhungana s not hung up on just

English movics, s long as the sound
quality marches the equipment he il
also show Hindi films. But ac Rs 125-
175, aren’tthe tickes too stcep for
ordinary Nepali? I don’t chink it is
00 expensive, ilm buffs in
Kathmandu pay as much when they
buy black rickets from scalpers for
famous Hindi movies sewhere,” he
says. I is possble to make phone and
online bookings for Jai Nepal, and it is
a good place for a family outing in the
hear ofthecity Ina whi, crocodi

www.jainepal.com

HAPPENINGS

WARM SEND-OFF:
Kathmandu-b

King Gyanendra shakes hands wih members of he

the Peoples’Republic of China on 9 July.

BUDGET SPEECH: Prir

the royal visc o

Sher Bahadur Deub:

and-half hour speech at the National Planning Commission on 8 July.

ALL PICS: MIN BAIRACHARYA

DEMOLITION ME!
i I

The Pashupati Area Development Trust
r i deth le thi

ofile

Owners threatened to convert to Christianity if it continued.
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Under My Hat

by Kunda Dixit

Spiderman to the rescue

ith great power comes great responsibil-

ity. We must bear this in mind as Nepali

rescarchers take rapid strides in the field
of science, technology and reflexology.

Afrerall, we are now a nation capable of
producing test-tube babies at labs on Putali Sadak,
50 we have o ask ourselves: do we have adequate
sccurity safeguards to prevent miscreants from
nabbing our scientists in broad daylight as they
stop for a snack at the sekuwa shop ac the Dilli
Bazar intersection?

Wha i to prevent international terrorists
from selling them (the scientists, not the sckuwas)
10 rogue states? And are we prepared for the
nightmare scenario of our labs running out of rest
tubes? The short answer to all these questions i:
How should we know?

Even so, we must use the current global war on
error to reassess other domestic lacunac in our
sccurity situaion. For instance, thereare serious
questions about the vulnerability of our biogas
reactors nationwide. We have not done cnough to
stop the proliferation of fissle materials in
our strategic stockpiles of cowdung,

And we therefore can’t be sure that
our weapons-grade bull manure
will not fall into the hands of
Saddam Hussain.

“These are issues that every
technologically-advanced
nation like ours must ask as
welearn to get out of the
clutches of the axis of evl.

Buc help sat hand, and we
can now rest casy. Lower alerc
level to Amber Two. There are
reliable reports in
today’s cdition of

the Daily Bugle that Spiderman has finally arrived
i Kathmandu to take care of our law and order
situation. We can't trust humans with crime
control in this city anymore,thatis why we have
subcontracted the job toa private sctor mutant
arachnid which doesn’t need the stairs to walk up
buildings, and can shoot a chewing gum-ike
substance from his wrists to incapacitate crooks.
Spidey has his work cut out for him in Kathmandu,
and he can start withs

0 Cleaning the city of crime first means cleaning ic
of garbage. And itisin this direction that
Spiderman’s attention will be niially focussed.
Before you throw the laundry out with the
laundromat on the heads of unsuspecting passersby
on the stree below from your balcony in Asan,
glancearound to make sure Spidey s not looking.

0 Next,our friendly neighbourhood Spiderman will
turn his attention to the power-hungry, putrescent,
o-syndicalst Green Goblinsin
Singha Darbar, entangle them in
hisworldwide web, and restore
the naion to its pastglory.

0 Then hewill give special
lessonsin upward mobilityat the

NEPALI SOCIETY

Dhutba, the peacemaker

hen fimmaker Dhurba
Basnet decided (0 join a
group of journalists on a

trip to Rukum, Rolpa and Jajarkot
last year, the 37-year-old didn't
imagine that his work in the
epicentre of the Maoist insur-
gency, would resultin a powerful,
provocative film.

Dhurba's The Killing Terraces,
a 26-minute documentary, was
recently screened at Mountain
Film Telluride in Colorado, and
travels on to the Banff Mountain
Film Festival in Canada this
autumn. Australian SBS TV
recently bought the rights to the
film, which has won critical
acclaim and been described as a
powerful anti-war fim depicting
the futility of violence and the
human suffering it unleashes.

Terraces was the opening
film at Film South Asia 2001
in Kathmandu, and exposes the
roots of the Maoist crisis. Although
itwas shot two years ago, before
the insurgency moved into fast-
forward, it delves deeply into the
neglect, disinterest and disillu-
sionment that fed the frusirations
that contributed to the rise of
Maoism. Now what worries many
viewers is that things are actually

Nepal ing Association’s
dlimbingschoolin Manangon thearc
of walking on walls.

0 Butbefore he does any of that,

the midwest, and

that many Maoist prisoners,

villagers, and security personnel

in the fim have since been killed.
“The response has been

Spiderman must irs i
snarl ncar the Nepal Bar Association so
thatan urgent consignment of est
tubes can be rushed to
Purali Sadak.

I'm just glad that
the film has been able to provide
viewers in Nepal and abroad an
insight into the roots of the Maoist
problem,”says the soft-spoken
Dhurba modestly. “It is a film
about war, but the underlying

message is of the need for peace.”

Dhurba is not just sitiing back
and basking in hs success. He has
just finished another documentary
on people living with HIV for the
UK-based Television Trust for the
Environment (TVE), which was shown
at a global AIDS conference in
Barcelona this week.

A graduate in sociology, Dhurba
‘was bomn in Chitwan, and started out
as a trainee cameraman at Nepal
Television. In 1994, he helped set
up Ankhijhyal, a popular fortnightly
television magazine with investiga-
five reports and documentaries on
development and social issues
produced by the Nepal Forum of
Environmental Journalists.

Dhurba has travelled through 70
of Nepal's 75 districts, and he likes

his job more and more, ‘mainly
because digital cameras are
getting lighter,” he jokes. But there
have been moments when Dhurba
has wondered why he ever became
a filmmaker, In 1995, while lugging
his heavy camera equipment up
over the 5,300 m Larkya Pass
between the Buri Gandaki and
Manang valleys, he was struck with
acute mountain sickness. And while
fighting of the effects of alitude,
he was hit by typhoid. He was sure
his time had come. Fortunately for
us, just as they were running low on
food, Dhurba and his crew were
rescued by helicopter. 0
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