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Kunda Dixit

Sher Bahadur Deuba became 
Nepal’s prime minister for the 
first time when he was just 49. 

A few months later, on 4 February 
1996, he ignored a Maoist ultimatum 
and flew off to India on a state visit. 

The Maoists did not even wait 
for an answer on their 40 demands. 
By the time Deuba returned, Nepal 
was already embroiled in a war that 
was to last another 10 years. 

In New Delhi, Deuba signed 
the Mahakali Treaty on the border 
river that was such a political hot 
potato that his Nepali Congress (NC) 
coalition fell within a year. Deuba 
went on to be prime minister 4 more 
times since then — through the war, 
palace massacre, the royal military 
coup, and the peace process. 

Now, aged 75, he is embarking 
on another ritual visit to New Delhi.

In the 36 years since his first 
visit, Deuba has been greeted in 
New Delhi by four Indian prime 
ministers: P V Narasimha Rao, 
Atal Behari Vajpayee, Manmohan 
Singh and Narendra Modi. Visits 
to the Delhi Darbar have become 
mandatory rites of passage for every 
Nepali prime minister.

No one expects any substantial 
outcome from this trip, coming 
as it does during an election year 
in Nepal in which the NC is in 
a coalition with its former arch 
enemy, the Maoists. 

But the timing of the visit does 
carry geopolitical significance — 
it is happening two months after 
Nepal ratified the US-funded 
Millennium Challenge Corporation 
(MCC) project, and barely a week 
after a visit by China’s Foreign 
Minister Wang Yi to Kathmandu.

Deuba strongly backed the MCC, 
which the Chinese lobbied quite 
openly with Nepal’s Communists 
to try to block. New Delhi stayed 
out of this row that had polarised 
Nepal’s politics for years, but it was 
wary of Chinese inroads into Nepal 
if the MCC did not go through.

Deuba’s main goal in New Delhi 
this time will be to restore Nepal-
India relations to a more even keel. 
The high point in bilateral ties was 
Narendra Modi’s visit to Nepal soon 
after his election in 2014, during 
which he addressed Parliament in 
Nepali, and was warmly welcomed. 

But the five-month Indian 
Blockade in 2015 undid the 
bonhomie, and rival territorial 
claims over Kalapani in 2020 
kept relations strained. Jingoistic 
talking heads on Indian tv channels 
throughout this period did not help 
matters. 

India’s traditional micro-
management of Kathmandu politics 
was replaced by more overt Chinese 
meddling in the past five years. 
Nepal-India bilateral relations have 
therefore calmed down a bit. 

But there are still recurring 

irritants: lack of agreement on two-
way air routes, conditions on export 
of surplus hydropower, border 
embankments that flood the Tarai.

Despite this, there is more that 
binds Nepal and India than divides. 
Nepali citizens are enlisted in the 
Indian Army, there are an estimated 
3 million Nepali workers in India, 
and Nepal is the seventh largest 
source of remittances for India's 
own migrant workers. 

Deuba leads a 48-member 
delegation to New Delhi on 
Friday, and will make a quick side 
pilgrimage to Banaras. Just as Wang 
Yi handed over Pokhara Airport to 
Nepal earlier this week, Modi and 
Deuba will virtually inaugurate the 
mothballed 35km Kurtha-Jayanagar 
border railway. 

The visit is largely ceremonial. 
Deuba has been getting sympathetic 
coverage in the Indian press, 
supposedly for standing up to 
China. Commentators there want 
Modi and Deuba to get over 
‘temporary setbacks’ and ‘reboot’ 
bilateral ties. 

Some Indian experts have urged 
Deuba to carry on where he left off 
in 1996 to ‘pick the low-hanging 
fruit’ of the Mahakali Treaty. India 
has long proposed this grandiose 
scheme to build a cascade of dams 
on the border river for inter-basin 
transfer of water to the Yamuna, 
and on to Gujarat, in exchange for 
electricity for Nepal. Deuba will 

try to avoid this sensitive topic 
since his party faces three levels of 
elections this year.

Nearly four decades later, Prime 
Minister Deuba will have come a 
full circle on this trip to India. His 
Nepali Congress was in power for 
most of the Maoist insurgency from 
1996-2006. 

Maoist leader Pushpa Kamal 
Dahal (on whose head Deuba had 
placed a dead-or-alive ransom) 
spent most of those war years in 
a safe house in New Delhi, and 
is now principal partner in his 
governing coalition.  

Deuba’s Delhi Déjà vu
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KATHMANDU

8 About Town

OUR PICK

The only good news we can impart is that Kathmandu’s Air Quality Index is not as bad as last year this time when the whole 
country was on fi re. The bad news is that that the Valley’s AQI is bad enough for it to be on the hazardous Red Zone for most 
of this week. Forest fi res in the Chure and parts of the central mountains is blowing smoke and soot over Kathmandu, and 
combined with vehicular emission this has made the Valley’s air live up to IQAir ranking as the sixth most polluted capital 
city in the world. Keep masks on, and avoid strenuous outdoor exercise for the time being. Live AQI measurements at Phora 
Darbar on www.nepalitimes.com 
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A low pressure area is bringing cloud cover and 
some wet weather over Central and Eastern 
Nepal from Friday into the weekend. The rain 
is much needed for the newly-planted maize 
crop, but it will not be copious. There is only a 
20-25% chance of rain towards later afternoon 
on Saturday and Sunday, and even this will 
be fairly scattered. The rain has not extended 
down to the Tarai, and this means the wildfi res 
burning in the Chure will continue to smoulder. 
The smoke and clouds will combine to depress 
the maximum temperature to the mid-20s, a 
considerable relief from the usually hot period 
in mid-March.

AIR QUALITY INDEX
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What is the responsibility of a medical professional? And what 
can we do about that?, asks This is Going to Hurt, a seven-part 
British medical dramedy which focuses on the lives of a group of 
junior doctors working in an obstetrics and gynaecology ward in 
a National Health Service hospital. The show closely follows their 
personal and professional lives in and out of the hospital, and 
centres on the eff ects of a stressful work environment on their 
emotional and physical health. Based on the best-selling memoir 
of the same name by Adam Kay, this frank and shockingly eye-
opening portrayal of the NHS highlights the lack of support for its 
workers and the sheer level of exhaustion in the chaos – which 
can be relatable no matter where in the world you are. The writing 
is sharp, hilarious and downright haunting, brought to life by Ben 
Whishaw, Ambika Mod, Alex Jennings, Michele Austin, Rory Fleck 
Byrne, Ashley McGuire, Kadiff  Kirwan and Harriet Walter.

EVENTSEVENTSDINING

Tetris
Tetris is sure to bring back a lot of childhood 
memories. Play the tile-matching video game 
for free online on the Tetris website.
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Food Tasting
Your chance to taste a wide range of West 
African, Vietnamese, Turkish, Caribbean and 
Norwegian cuisines. Book your ticket for the 
Academy of Culinary Arts and Hospitality 
Management’s food tasting.
2 April, 10am-4pm, Rs400, 9801969997

Blood donation
Leo Club of Kathmandu Shree 
Machhapokhari is organising blood donation 
program. Join the event and help save a life.
2 April, 10am-2pm, Gumba, Macchapokhari, 
9865363746

Phulchoki Circuit Hike
Be one with the nature. Participate in the 
8-hour Phulchoki circuit hike organised by  
Hike for Nepal this weekend. Call for more 
details.
2 April, Rs600, 9846190957

La Dolce Vita 
Serving authentic Italian food since 1986, 
La Dolce Vita specialises in everything 
from pasta to pizza and in between. A 
culinary tour that will take you deep in the 
heart of Italy. 
Thamel (01) 4700612

Attic
Tantalise your taste buds with Attic’s 
signature Royal Aloo, Sukuti Chiura 
Sadeko, Chicken Chop and other 
scrumptious dishes.
Gyaneshwor, (01) 4417843

Hotel Annapurna View
Situated at 1,600m atop Sarangkot, this 
boutique hotel off ers breathtaking views of 
the snow-capped mountains and Phewa 
Lake. 
Pokhara, (01) 443566

Milla Guesthouse
Perfect for those who admire a mix of old 
and new, with a dash of serene, quiet space. 
Not too far from the city, yet worlds apart.b
Bhaktapur, 9851024137

Evergreen Eco-Lodge
Unwind in one of the wooden tree-house 
cabins with thatched straw roofs and enjoy 
the tranquility of the surrounding dense 
forest.b
Sauraha, 9845693879

Film Festival
Good news for fi lm geeks: the Nepal 
International Film Festival is back. Attend 
screenings of fi lms from over 38 countries 
and interactive workshops. Book tickets now. 
31 March-4 April, 11am-6pm, Rastriya 
Sabhagriha, Pradarshani Marg

Veritasium
From experiments and demonstrations to 
expert interviews and vox pop, all on science 
and engineering, in one channel. Check 
out the playlist on YouTube and fi nd what 
appeals.

Van Gogh Museum
See the works of the renowned artist up 
close through a virtual tour of the Van Gogh 
museum in Amsterdam, home to the largest 
collection of his artwork. The collection 
includes over 200 paintings, 500 drawings, 
and more than 750 personal letters.

Ridiculous History
History is beautiful, brutal and, often 
ridiculous. Episodes of Ridiculous History 
dive into some of the weirdest stories from 
the human civilisation. Find on Stitcher.

Poem-a-Day
Poetry lover? Subscribe to the daily digital 
poetry series featuring unpublished
works of talented poets today.

Bandipur Safari Lodge 
Explore the rich cultural heritage and wildlife 
Bandipur has to off er with a stay at this 
lodge.
Bandipur, 9449597880

Dhulikhel Mountain Resort
Culture and comfort blend seamlessly with 
well-designed bungalows and Newa accents 
visible in this resort.
Dhulikhel, (01) 4420774

Everest Arirang
Satisfy your hankering for Korean dishes from 
Tteok-bokki to Gimbap to Samgyeopsal at 
Everest Arirang. 
Jhamsikhel, (01) 5438548

Sam’s One Tree Cafe 
An exciting place to meet and 
greet with mouthwatering 
appetisers, cozy ambience and a 
big tree like the name suggests. 
Their sizzlers are a must-have. 
Darbar Marg, (01) 4222636

Trisara
Enjoy great snacks and dishes from Trisara. 
Don’t miss out on their salt and pepper corn. 
Also check out baked goods right next door.
Lazimpat, 9818353523

Drum Jatra 
2022
Nepal's newest music 
festival is back featuring 
artists including Eduardo 
Mendonsa, Navin Chettri, 
Mangal Man Maharjan 
and Candeza Collective. 
Visit drumjatra.com for 
venue and timing.
11-17 April, Rs700-1,250

Kathmandu AQI from 12PM 30 March - 10AM 31 March measured at US Embassy Phora Darbar
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