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By OUYANG SHIJIA 

China’s contribution to world eco-
nomic growth has exceeded that 
made by G7 countries in the past 10 
years, demonstrating the economy’s 
strong resilience and great potential, 
experts said.

China is playing an increasingly 
crucial and influential role in driv-
ing global economic recovery amid 
a gloomy global outlook and a more 
complicated and grimmer interna-
tional environment, they said, and the 
country’s latest better-than-expected 
economic indicators suggest a steady 
rebound. 

China’s contribution to global eco-
nomic growth averaged 38.6% from 
2013 to 2021, making it the biggest 
contributor, the World Bank said. 

The country’s GDP grew by 6.6% a 
year from 2013 to 2021, compared with 
a global average of 2.6% and the 3.7% of 
average of other developing economies 
in the same period. 

China accounted for 18.5% of the 
global economy in 2021, 7.2 percent-
age points higher than in 2012, and it 
remained the world’s second-largest 
economy, official data showed.

Alessandro Teixeira, a professor in 
the School of Public Policy and Man-
agement at Tsinghua University in 
Beijing and former minister of tour-
ism of Brazil, said China is important 
to the world, because it accounts for a 
large proportion of the world’s GDP 
growth.

He said China is taking and prepar-
ing a lot of measures to expand con-
sumption, fortify entrepreneurship 
and help companies gain momentum, 
offering huge growth opportunities 
for various stakeholders. 

Looking ahead, he said he believed 
that China’s economy will continue 
to improve, thanks to strong policy 
support. 

Takehiko Nakao, a former presi-
dent of the Asian Development Bank, 
said China still has huge economic 
growth potential in the next few 
years, despite short-term disruptions 

resulting from the pandemic.
Against the challenges and down-

ward pressures, he highlighted the 
strong resilience of China’s economy 
with its large population and effective 
economic policies.

Notably, China’s economy improved 
in the third quarter in a new sign of 
recovery amid pressures from renewed 
Covid-19 outbreaks and uncertainties 
both at home and abroad.

China’s GDP grew 3.9% year-on-
year in the third quarter, up from 0.4% 
in the second quarter, the National 
Bureau of Statistics said. 

Value-added industrial output rose 
6.3% in September, and fixed-asset 
investment rose 5.9% year-on-year in 
the first three quarters.

Lloyd Chan, an economist at the 
think tank Oxford Economics, noted 
that September’s industrial produc-
tion growth was at the fastest pace 
in eight months and retail sales also 
improved, providing strong support 

for the growth rebound in the third 
quarter.

Retail sales grew 3.5% in the third 
quarter, the bureau said, after falling 
4.6% in the second quarter.

Yang Jinghao, chief economist of 
Concat Data Technology (Hangzhou) 
Co, spoke highly of a series of govern-
ment measures to stabilise the econo-
my and ease the burden on compa-
nies, saying that China’s economy is 
likely to continue to improve in the 
fourth quarter of the year as stimulus 
policy measures take effect. 

China’s economic rebound is still 
in a critical phase, and more effort 
should be made to consolidate the 
foundations for recovery, he said.

Zhou Maohua, an analyst at China 
Everbright Bank, said that to further 
stabilise growth, more effort needs to 
be made to implement existing poli-
cies on easing pressures on compa-
nies and ensuring stable supplies and 
prices. 

The government needs to make bet-
ter use of structural monetary policy 
tools to prop up the real economy, 
Zhou said, focusing on increasing 
financial support for manufacturing, 
green development and infrastructure 
construction.

This supplement, prepared by China Daily, People’s Republic of China, did not involve the news or editorial departments of Nepali Times.
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Country leads drive for global recovery

Harmony hailed 
as key on path to 
modernisation
Ecological civilisation, green transition help achieve 
higher-quality development. Hou Liqiang reports

China has made great pro-
gress in promoting mod-
ernisation featuring har-
mony between humanity 

and nature, and more achievements 
can be expected in this field as the 
country forges ahead with its low-
carbon transition, experts said. 

The Chinese path to modernisation 
offers many developing countries a 
route towards prosperity other than 
just following the Western model, they 
said. 

They made the remarks after Xi 
Jinping, general secretary of the Com-
munist Party of China Central Com-
mittee, delivered a 
report on October 
16 at the opening 
session of the 20th 
National Congress 
of the CPC, which 
concluded on Octo-
ber 22. 

Xi said that China’s 
modernisation fea-
tures a huge popula-
tion, common pros-
perity for all, material 
and cultural-ethical 
advancement, har-
m o n y  b e t w e e n 
humanity and nature, 
and peaceful devel-
opment.

“Respecting, adapt-
ing to and protecting 
nature is essential for 
building China into 
a modern socialist 
country in all respects 
... we must remember 
to maintain harmony 
between human-
ity and nature when 
planning our devel-
opment,” Xi said. 

This is not the first time Xi has 
emphasised modernisation featuring 
the harmonious coexistence between 
humanity and nature. In an article 
published in Qiushi Journal, the flag-
ship magazine of the CPC Central 
Committee, in June he highlighted 
harmony as one of the vital character-
istics of China’s socialist modernisa-
tion. 

What has happened proves that the 
construction of an ecological civi-
lisation and green, low-carbon and 
circular development not only meet 
people’s ever-growing demand for a 
beautiful environment, but also ena-
ble China to achieve higher-quality 
development that is more efficient, 
equitable, sustainable and secure, the 
article said.

Dimitri de Boer, chief representa-
tive for China and regional director 
for Asia of ClientEarth, an environ-
mental law organisation, said that 
with China’s “tremendous progress” in 
the past 10 years in its environmental 

transition, it is “certainly moving in 
the right direction”.

“I do believe China can achieve har-
mony between humanity and nature.”

China has decoupled economic 
growth from emissions — carbon 
emissions per unit of GDP have fallen 
by 34.4% over the past 10 years, while 
its GDP has more than doubled, de 
Boer said. 

China has achieved average annual 
economic growth of 6.6% in the past 
10 years, with a yearly increase of 3% 
in energy consumption, the Ministry of 
Ecology and Environment said.

China has made remarkable pro-
gress in air and water 
pollution treatment. 
For example, Bei-
jing saw its annual 
average density of 
PM2.5 particulate 
matter reached 33 
m i c ro g r ams  p e r 
cubic metre in 2021, 
compared with 89.5 
m i c ro g r ams  p e r 
cubic metre in 2013, 
the first year that 
the air pollutant was 
monitored in the 
capital. 

The next 10 years 
will be even more 
important in promot-
ing modernisation 
featuring the har-
mony of humanity 
and nature, de Boer 
said, as China strives 
to reach peak carbon 
dioxide emissions 
before 2030 and real-
ise carbon neutrality 
before 2060. 

“China has all the 
resources, technolo-

gies and ingenuity to achieve robust 
economic growth and provide suf-
ficient, secure, low-carbon power,” 
he said. 

He also stressed the global signifi-
cance of China’s transition. 

China is now a very important 
global investor and trading partner. 
Sometimes, investment and trade 
can be associated with environmen-
tal problems in other countries. “I’m 
really encouraged to see that the gov-
ernment is actively working to reduce 
such problems,” he said. 

In a move to make the Belt and 
Road Initiative greener, the Minis-
try of Ecology and Environment and 
the Ministry of Commerce updated a 
2013 guideline on environmental pro-
tection in overseas operations early 
this year, asking Chinese companies 
to adhere to environmentally friendly 
approaches for their projects from 
start to finish. 

Respecting, 
adapting to and 

protecting nature 
is essential for 
building China 
into a modern 

socialist country in 
all respects ... we 

must remember to 
maintain harmony 
between humanity 

and nature when 
planning our 

development.”

Xi Jinping, 
general secretary of the 

Communist Party of China 
Central Committee

An employee checks welding robots at a manufacturer in Tangshan, Hebei province. MOU YU / XINHUA

Consumers choose products at a shopping mall in Yantai, Shandong province, in July.  
TANG KE / FOR CHINA DAILY

38.6%
China’s average contribution to global 
economic growth from 2013 to 2021

See Path, P2
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Last year, China announced that it 
will not build new coal-fired power 
projects abroad.

By rapidly controlling carbon emis-
sions, protecting ecosystems, reducing 
pollution and mitigating environmen-
tal problems in overseas investments 
and trade, de Boer said that China can 
make unparalleled contributions to 
global environmental protection. 

“And in this way, China can show 
developing countries a green pathway 
to achieving higher standards of living 
for their population,” he said. 

Wang Hongxin, dean of the Acad-
emy for Global Development at Beijing 
Normal University, said he believes the 
country’s experiences in promoting 
modernisation can be instructive to 
other developing countries. 

Modernisation featuring the har-
mony of humanity and nature can 

effectively address the development 
problems in the Western model of 
industrialisation, which merely gen-
erates material wealth by plundering 
natural resources at the expense of the 
environment, he said. 

China’s endeavours will also give 
direct impetus to global climate gov-
ernance and help accelerate the pro-
cess to realise the United Nations 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development, 
he said. 

Erik Solheim, former executive 
director of the United Nations Envi-
ronment Programme, said there had 
been a significant worldwide drop 
in the cost of solar energy and that 
China’s new energy vehicle industry 
had grown strongly, and he expressed 
his strong confidence in China’s green 
transition. 

Though China doesn’t have a tradi-
tional automotive industry as strong as 
that of Germany, Japan and the Unit-

ed States, it is much easier for China 
to take the initiative and become a 
dominant player in the electric vehicle 
industry. 

“Let’s forget this old idea that we 
need to destroy the planet to have eco-

nomic progress,” Solheim said. “The 
future is win-win, good for ecology 
and good for the economy at the same 
time.”

Song Ping contributed to this story.
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Country shares public goods with world

Path: Expertise helps put other nations in the picture

In Kasane, northern Botswana, 
construction workers are racing 
against time to build a primary 
school that can provide access to 

education for 560 children.
It will be the fourth primary school 

built in the country with aid from the 
Chinese government. 

In Fiji, Chinese experts have trained 
1,704 locals, including female farmers, 
disabled people and even tour manag-
ers who lost their jobs due to the pan-
demic, to cultivate mushrooms. 

In Ecuador, 58 farmers have recently 
completed an online training session 
offered by Chinese experts on design-
ing and making furniture and lamps 
from bamboo, one of the South Ameri-
can nation’s richest resources. 

Over the past decade China has 
emerged as one of the top providers of 
global public goods, sharing its expe-
rience on development and offering 
solutions to challenges with much of 
the developing world. 

As the Communist Party of China 
held its 20th National Congress from 
October 16 to 22, analysts and observers 
highlighted the significance of the coun-
try’s international development collabo-
ration in enabling a better response to 
various challenges worldwide, including 
underdeveloped infrastructure, food 
security and climate change. 

Wang Luo, director of the Institute of 
International Development Coopera-
tion at the Chinese Academy of Interna-
tional Trade and Economic Cooperation, 
hailed action the country has taken.

“From the Belt and Road Initiative 
and Asian Infrastructure Investment 
Bank, to the Global Development Ini-
tiative and the Global Security Initia-
tive, we can clearly see that China, led 
by the CPC, is responding to global 
development challenges in a more pro-
active manner.

“This has to do with the fact that the 
CPC strives for both the well-being of 
the Chinese people and human pro-
gress. The Party has made its mission 
to make new and greater contributions 
for mankind.” 

With the lingering pandemic posing 
challenges to global development and 
the crisis in Ukraine resulting in new 
risks and challenges, China has done 
its best to present its own solutions, 
especially the Global Development Ini-
tiative, or GDI, to bridge the worldwide 
development gap, Wang said. 

Chinese President Xi Jinping pro-

Development experience and solutions to challenges provided to numerous countries. Xu Wei reports

posed the GDI during a session of the 
UN General Assembly in September 
last year. He named eight priority areas 
for the global community to step up 
cooperation: poverty alleviation, food 
security, Covid-19 response and vac-
cines, development financing, climate 
change and green development, indus-
trialisation, the digital economy, and 
connectivity.

Xi hosted the High-level Dialogue 

on Global Development in June that 
brought together leaders from 18 devel-
oping countries, pledging to upgrade 
the South-South Cooperation Assis-
tance Fund to a Global Development 
and South-South Cooperation Fund, 
and adding $1 billion to the fund on 
top of the $3 billion already committed. 

Wang Huiyao, president of the Cen-
tre for China and Globalisation and a 
counsellor with the State Council, said 

Xi has championed the building of a 
community with a shared future for 
mankind, a key concept that has been 
included in UN documents and which 
has won widespread recognition.

Guided by this concept, China has 
promoted multilateral collaboration and 
pushed the global economy in a more 
balanced, inclusive direction, he said. 

Analysts have also highlighted the 
significance of the Belt and Road Initia-
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tive, proposed by Xi in 2013, in advanc-
ing policy, infrastructure, trade, finan-
cial and people-to-people connectivity, 
and fostering new growth drivers for 
different countries. 

Beijing had signed BRI collaboration 
documents with 149 countries and 32 
international organisations, adopting 
more than 3,000 collaboration projects 
involving investment of nearly $1 tril-
lion. A report by the National Bureau 
of Statistics said the joint building of 
the BRI is expected to help 7.6 million 
people shake off extreme poverty, and 
32 million people to escape from mod-
erate poverty.

China has set up the Asian Infra-
structure Investment Bank, or AIIB, 
and the Silk Road Fund, which, coupled 
with the BRI, have become the most 
extensive, inclusive and largest plat-
forms for international co-operation.

Wang Huiyao, the counsellor, said a 
key factor contributing to the success 
of the BRI and the AIIB is that China, 
as the world’s largest developing nation, 
has a keen understanding of the chal-
lenges facing less-developed countries. 

“China is also facing problems of 
unbalanced growth between different 
regions. The nation shook off absolute 
poverty less than two years ago, and it has 
plenty of experience to share in improv-
ing public living standards,” he said. 

Wang Luo of the Chinese Academy 
of International Trade and Economic 
Cooperation, said the CPC has always 
emphasised a people-centred develop-
ment philosophy, and that global issues 
cannot be solved by one country alone. 

“That is why China’s global develop-
ment co-operation has always sought 
to help other nations attain their sus-
tainable development goals with the 
implementation of concrete projects 
and funding programmes.” 

Chea Munyrith, president of the 
Cambodian Chinese Evolution 
Researcher Association, said China has 
shared rural development expertise 
with Cambodia through the launch of 
various projects at village level. 

“The pursuit of benefits is to seek 
benefits together. China is welcoming 
friends from all over the world through 
its continued growth, openness and 
improved business environment, and 
is gaining worldwide attention through 
the nation’s vision of co-operation and 
win-win in the sense of providing end-
less momentum to the global economic 
recovery.”

Electric cars seen on an assembly line at a manufacturing plant in Hefei, Anhui province, 
on August 28. XIE CHEN / FOR CHINA DAILY



were mired in poverty, and there were 
no signs of the modernisation that is 
now ubiquitous across the country, 
he said.

In the 1960s Quinn served as a rural 
development adviser in the Mekong 
Delta, where he found that “where the 
(improved) road ends, poverty, hunger, 
and malnutrition all begin”.

In China’s case it was where the road 
started that poverty began to recede.

“A comparison of 1980 Chinese 
highway maps with those of 2020 
would demonstrate the clear linkage 
between the improvement and upgrad-
ing of rural roads and the reduction 
of poverty throughout the country,” 
Quinn said. 

For one thing, the upgrading of 
all-weather roads was the means by 
which new agricultural technologies, 
enhanced nutrition and expanded edu-
cational opportunities became avail-
able throughout the country, he said. 

Sustained public investment in 
infrastructure, particularly in trans-
port, was a catalyst for China’s domes-
tic market integration, providing the 
poor with improved access to markets 
to sell their produce and for their own 
consumption needs.

It also allowed the gains from 
China’s export-led development and 
managed urbanisation to be shared 
with interior provinces and with rural 
areas, according to the joint study of 
the World Bank and China’s State 
Council.

Just how heavily the country invest-
ed in intercity expressways can be 
gauged from the fact that the total 
length of expressways rose 44% annu-
ally from 147 kilometres in 1988 to 
25,130 km in 2002. By 2021 that had 
stretched to 169,100 km, according 
to the Chinese Ministry of Transport.

In many areas, public investment 
in building rural roads or irrigation 
infrastructure was designed to benefit 
local low-skilled workers by incorpo-
rating local employment requirements 
in bidding documents, the joint study 
said. 

The researchers estimated that in the 
mid-1990s every 10,000 yuan ($1,392) 
of public spending on roads may have 
moved three people out of poverty, 
compared with two people for the 
same spending on access to electricity 
and telecommunications.

Compared with other parts of rural 
China, the effects were much larger in 
the less developed west of the country, 
where 10 people moved out of poverty 
for each 10,000 yuan spent on rural 
roads.

Other researchers also highlighted 

the role played by building roads, 
which was supported by government 
policy.

“China’s state is endowed with high 
administrative capacity, and the gov-
ernment used this to provide public 
goods and overcome collective action 
failures,” Maria Ana Lugo, senior econ-
omist at the World Bank, wrote in a 
blog with two colleagues.

“This is most evident in the expan-
sion of public infrastructure that 
helped integrate rural areas with urban 
economies, and in the co-ordination of 
stakeholders in the targeted poverty 
reduction,” they said.

Quinn said other factors that have 
contributed to China’s rapid rise 
out of poverty include widespread 
increased educational opportunities; 
the large-scale integration of women 
into the workforce; and the creation 
of a well-trained administrative, pub-
lic service structure that successfully 
implements programmes throughout 
the country.  

The challenge for China now will be 
how to maintain domestic economic 
growth while dealing with significant 
international issues, including animal, 
crop and human pandemic diseases, 
climate volatility, water insecurity and 
maintaining a peaceful regional and 
international environment to facilitate 
a stable global trading system.

Jorge Chediek, the UN secretary-
general’s former envoy on South-
South co-operation, said China’s poli-
cies to reach the most disadvantaged 
populations allowed for the targeting 
of resources and opportunities to those 
who are generally the most difficult to 
reach in the development process.

He was referring to when China’s 
poverty headcount dropped below 
10% of the rural population around 
2012, and targeted poverty-alleviation 
and social-security systems started 
playing a more important role to 
“reach the last mile” of the remaining 
pockets of the poor.

China has set a powerful exam-
ple for other developing countries, 
Chediek said.

“The first reason is that China has 
shown that strong development can 
happen, starting from a very low 
base. Secondly, that this process can 
be undertaken in a relatively short 
period of time. Third, that you do not 
need to follow some of the traditional 
prescriptions coming from the Global 
North.”
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By ZHENG XIN

The fierce gales in Northwest China’s 
Xinjiang Uygur autonomous region 
were once considered bad for business. 
Today, however, the gales have become 
big business itself, harvested by hun-
dreds of giant turbines and transformed 
into electricity to power up the country.

Also thanks to the gales, Dabancheng 
of Urumqi, the region’s capital, has been 
transformed from an arid plain into a 
pioneer in the Chinese wind industry.

Wu Gang, chairman of Xinjiang 
Goldwind Science and Technology 
Co, who was a delegate to the recent 
20th National Congress of the Com-
munist Party of China, helped make 
that happen.

Wu quit his job as a teacher in the late 
1980s to help set up the Dabancheng 
wind farm, braving the cold and fero-
cious gales to measure the wind there. 

Captivated by the idea that energy 
could be produced by wind, Wu joined 
Xinjiang Wind Energy, one of China’s 
pioneering wind power companies, in 
1987. Together, Wu and their team per-
sisted in their vision of wind power and 
built the Dabancheng wind farm.

Wu and a group of colleagues founded 
Goldwind in 1998, the goal being “to 
establish Xinjiang as the birthplace of 
China’s domestic wind energy industry”.

Fast-forward to 2013, Wu’s Goldwind 
had become China’s largest manufac-
turer of wind turbines and the world’s 
second largest, with more than 10% of 
the global market share. 

Today, Goldwind ranks second only 
to Vestas of Denmark among global 
wind turbine makers, with its business 
covering 38 countries and regions.

Wu attributed the success and rapid 
rise of China’s wind power industry to 
strong engineering skills, and an abil-
ity both to acquire technology from 
other companies and develop its own 
technology. 

The rapid growth of the wind power 
industry at home and abroad has pro-
vided a critical boost, together with the 
backing of Chinese national policies, 
he said. 

China’s wind turbine output now 
accounts for two-thirds of the world’s 
total because of its large-scale produc-
tion and technological breakthroughs.

According to the Global Wind Ener-
gy Council’s annual supply-side data, 
of the top 15 wind turbine suppliers in 
the world last year, 10 were in China, 
and two Chinese companies made the 
top five. 

Wei Hanyang, a power market ana-
lyst at research firm BloombergNEF, 
said wind power has developed in leaps 
and bounds in China over recent years 
as it plays a crucial role in fulfilling the 
China’s pledge to achieve peak carbon 
dioxide emissions by 2030 and carbon 
neutrality by 2060.

Where today’s  
wind is tamed 
to build a 
better future

Veteran China observer 
says he has identified 
reasons for success of 
historic proportions. 
Zhao Huanxin reports

The roads that led to lifting  
millions out of poverty

I t took two years for the World 
Bank and Chinese authorities to 
identify the drivers behind Chi-
na’s poverty alleviation over the 

past 40 years. It took Kenneth Quinn 
40 years to conclude that building roads 
paved the country’s way to prosperity.

Earlier this year the 189-member 
global lender and the Development 
Research Centre of China’s State 
Council published a joint report, “Four 
Decades of Poverty Reduction in Chi-
na: Drivers, Insights for the World, 
and the Way Ahead”, looking at what 
is behind and beyond the “historically 
unprecedented” feat of lifting close to 
800 million people out of poverty.

The report was a result of more than 
two years of field visits and workshops 
in which researchers said China’s suc-
cess derived from rapid economic 
growth, with broad-based economic 
transformation that opened opportu-
nities and raised incomes of the poor.

The country’s success was also built 
on effective governance that ensured 
implementation of both the growth 
strategy and targeted poverty-reduction 
policies, the report said.

For Quinn, president emeritus of 
the World Food Prize Foundation in 
Des Moines, the United States, China 
has been the most dramatically trans-
formed country since 1978, mostly 
because it has virtually eliminated the 
lowest level of poverty for individuals. 

Last year China declared that it had 
eradicated extreme poverty according 
to the national threshold, lifting 770 
million people out of poverty since 
1978 and accounting for nearly three-
quarters of the global reduction in the 
number of people living in extreme 
poverty.

The eradication of absolute poverty 
in the world’s most populous country 
just 42 years later is a “truly extraordi-
nary” achievement, said Quinn, former 
US ambassador to Cambodia, who had 
chaired the World Food Prize Founda-
tion for 20 years since 2000. 

“The most essential lead element 
in China’s poverty alleviation was the 
construction/improvement of farm-
to-market roads that were repaired and 
rebuilt everywhere,” Quinn said.

Over 40 years, Quinn said, he has 
visited China many times to observe the 
country’s poverty-reduction processes 
and to talk with key participants and 
decision-makers.

On his first trip to China in October 
1979 as part of a delegation of US state 
governors, Quinn said, he found wide-
spread poverty.

He recalled meeting then-Chinese 
leader Deng Xiaoping, who empha-
sised the importance of the two steps 
China had just taken: its new policy of 
“opening to the world” and the estab-
lishment of diplomatic relations with 
the US.

Quinn said he then had the “remark-
able opportunity” in October 1979 to 
travel widely throughout the country, 
including to Shanghai, Guangdong 
province and the Guangxi Zhuang 
autonomous region, to observe the eco-
nomic situation firsthand.

About 750 million Chinese citizens 

The most essential 
lead element in China’s 

poverty alleviation 
was the construction/

improvement of farm-to-
market roads that were 

repaired and rebuilt 
everywhere.”

Kenneth Quinn, 
president emeritus of the World Food 

Prize Foundation
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Abuluoha, a village in Liangshan Yi autonomous prefecture, Sichuan province, became the last village in China to connect to the 
country’s paved road system in 2020. YIN GANG / FOR CHINA DAILY

A college graduate (second from right) from a village in Fu’an city, Fujian province, 
teaches fellow villagers to sell agricultural produce through livestreaming on August 10. 
JIANG KEHONG / XINHUA

Wu Gang, chairman of Xinjiang Goldwind 
Science and Technology Co, talks with an 
engineer at a factory of the company in 
August. XINHUA
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From left: A member of the Chinese team does restoration work at the quake-hit nine-storey Basantapur Palace complex in Kathmandu in 
July. Nepali artisans of the Chinese team repair wooden doors and windows. PHOTOS PROVIDED TO CHINA DAILY

CHINA DAILY                 

Heritage of collaboration
Restoration of the quake-hit Basantapur Palace has been completed 

following years of painstaking efforts. Yang Feiyue reports

S tanding on the top storey of 
Basantapur Palace in Nepal, 
Yuan Mengxi has a hard time 
relating today’s reality with 

what she saw seven years ago.
The palace complex, in the middle 

of Durbar Square in Kathmandu, was 
badly damaged in a huge earthquake 
in April 2015. The nine-storey palace, a 
tourist landmark, was inscribed on the 
UNESCO World Heritage List in 1979.

The palace not only has great histori-
cal significance but is also an architec-
tural feat.

“You can see the whole place from 
here, and everything is beautiful and 
in order,” says Yuan, 33, originally from 
Zhengzhou, Henan province, who 
now works for the Chinese Academy 
of Cultural Heritage in Beijing. She is 
in Nepal to oversee the restoration of 
the palace.

“Vendors are selling their goods and 
visitors are sipping coffee or going about 
their business, while the mountains 
stretch in the distance,” Yuan says about 
the scene she sees from the palace.

She made her first work trip to Kath-
mandu in October 2015, six months 
after the earthquake.

She was in shock seeing the city 
after the quake at the time, she says. 
Heritage buildings in Durbar Square 
were reduced to rubble, with exquisite 
wooden statues buried and scattered 
over a wide area. 

“Kathmandu Valley was still shroud-
ed in the dust from the quake,” she says.

In the aftermath of the tremors, both 
the Chinese and the Nepali govern-
ments agreed to launch a project aimed 
at restoring the nine-storey Basantapur 
Palace complex.

“We were there to conduct feasibil-
ity studies and discuss technical and 
restoration issues,” says Yuan, who was 
the main language interpreter from the 
Chinese side during the trip that lasted 
about six weeks.

Work on the project began in August 
2017. The Chinese Academy of Cul-
tural Heritage undertook the restora-
tion work under the guidance of the 
National Cultural Heritage Administra-
tion of China. It is among China’s largest 
cultural heritage restoration foreign aid 
projects that had been conducted in six 
countries by the end of 2020.

China offered technical and profes-
sional support to the project, which 
was a challenging job, because the top 

three storeys of Basantapur Palace had 
collapsed.

About 80% of the complex walls suf-
fered varying degrees of deformation 
and cracking, with more than 10,000 
wooden components, both structural 
and decorative, undermined.

In addition, the complex remained 
open to visitors, so the Chinese team 
conducted risk assessment and built a 
safety passage for the public.

This put even further pressure on the 
Chinese team because it had to ensure 
the safety of visiting tourists as well as 
the progress and integrity of the project.

“We insisted on retaining as much 
historical information as possible dur-
ing the restoration,” Yuan says.

Chinese engineers meticulously saved 
the scattered bricks and tiles and tried to 
restore those that were damaged.

This entailed numbering each piece 
and studying its location before it was 
put back in place.

Many craftspeople with experience 
of restoring historical buildings were 
recruited for the palace project.

China’s efforts in restoring the palace 
were recognised by Damodar Gautam, 
director general of Nepal’s Department 
of Archaeology.

“They (Chinese experts) were very 
cautious about maintaining the authen-

ticity, integrity and value of the world 
heritage site.” 

Yuan has been interested in art his-
tory since she was a child, and that led 
her to work in this field.

“I loved going to museums and art 
galleries,” she says.

After gaining a bachelor’s degree in 
English at Capital Normal University 

in Beijing in 2012, she took up post-
graduate archaeological studies at the 
same university. During an academic 
exchange programme in London as 
part of her postgraduate study, Yuan 
learned more about Chinese archaeo-
logical experts helping restore cultural 
heritage sites in Angkor, Cambodia.

She grabbed the opportunity of a job 
at the Chinese Academy of Cultural 
Heritage after university in 2015.

During her first trip to Nepal for the 
palace project she was impressed by how 
Nepali and Chinese experts empha-
sised the authenticity and integrity of the 
structure as they talked about the resto-
ration plan, which sounded familiar yet 
ambiguous to Yuan then.

“It was clear, because many of the pro-
fessional terms had been hammered 
into us by our teacher over and over 
again in our class,” Yuan says.

“However, it would be difficult to have 
an in-depth understanding of them if 
one didn’t work in the front line of cul-
tural heritage protection.”

A great deal of knowledge and con-
cepts about historical heritage restora-
tion was not available in books, she says.

Over the years Yuan has made about 
10 trips to Nepal for the Basantapur Pal-
ace restoration project. She studied the 
cultural and artistic value of the palace, 

took charge of research and recorded 
the restoration work through a camera.

At the beginning the Chinese resto-
ration team had insufficient historical 
references to work with, especially for 
the collapsed parts of the complex.

“They had to visit veteran artisans 
and collect old photos in their efforts to 
restore the historical traces of the com-
plex,” Yuan says.

Based on research of the earthquake 
damage and the structural features of 
the palace, the team moved to reinforce 
the building.

This was done by adding material 
that aids the structure’s ability to absorb 
shock. This material is put inside nodes 
placed at specific junctions around the 
building.

This enabled them to improve the 
complex’s quake resistance with mini-
mal intervention. The Chinese team also 
obtained a patent in China for the use of 
this advanced technology.

In addition, as the complex had 
numerous fine and exquisite wooden 
structures and sculptures, the team used 
as many original components as possi-
ble, and all the damaged carvings in the 
elaborate windows were restored.

About 85% of the old wooden com-
ponents were repaired and assembled 
at the original location during the pro-
ject, and about 3,700 pieces of wooden 
components were newly built as supple-
mentary parts for the project. The more 
old wooden components were applied, 
the less historical information was lost.

Manhari Maharjan, a Nepali sculptor 
who worked on the project, says the 
Chinese team could identify the carv-
ings of designs.

“If a window needed to be repaired, 
the Chinese team would examine the 
window and invite us to discuss whether 
something was missing.”

Personnel on both sides then com-
pared the existing windows with pic-
tures of the original ones to find and 
develop missing parts before they “cre-
ated a window like the original one”, 
Maharjan says.

Yuan is now busy putting together 
a permanent exhibition displaying the 
restoration process of the Basantapur 
Palace complex.

“We hope it will help carry forward 
cultural heritage restoration concepts 
and technology among the public.”

Xinhua contributed to this story.

Images carved on the struts were 
damaged in the earthquake but have been 
elaborately restored by the artisans. 

The Basantapur 
Palace complex  
after it was restored. 
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