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Nepalwatching

Aflury of highlevel visits by US and
British officials to India and Nepal
indicates growing international concern
about a Maoist threat fo the Nepali state.
In New Delh, westen offcals have been
meeting the Indian establishment to find
out if there i a joint role for Britain, the
United States and India to address the
isis in Nepal, sources said. The
consultations are also to gauge Indian
policy, future support and the potential
spillover effect of violence in Nepal,
Besides senor Stle Deparment offil
who have visited Nepal and Inc
recnty,Bish foregn sty aﬂlcla\
salind Marsden is currenty in N
De\m Marsden was the cunmmalm of the
first contact group meeting of Nepal's
donors in London in June. And a visit by
British permanent undersecretary Sir
Michael Jay is scheduled early next month
o Kathmandu and
New Delhi.

Western officials are said 1o be
sharing their concerns with Indian experts
on two main points: the recent escalation
in the insurgency, and the future of
Nepali democracy after the 4 October
royal takeover. Diplomatic sources say
they are watching the widening rift
between the monarchy and the parla-
mentary parties with serious alarm, and
are worried that a rise of the right wil lead
the country into a dangerous polarisation
and an even more ruinous war.

Journalists sue

Fourteen journalists and two activists filed
separate cases at the Kathmandu district
court Thursday seeking

Let’s talk about AIDS

“Condom” has become a household word, but are people using it?
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isn'tenough supervision and monitoring of
how the money isspent. “There s virtually
no coordination at the managerial level
among the NGOs working in the commu-
nity,” he told us.

When approached, FHI refused comment,
saying only: “An impact assessment study is
goingonand FHI isin no position to tell
anything to the press at the moment.”

Michael O'Dwyer, senior health and
population adviser at the British aid agency
DfID that has poured £1.6 million into the
Nepal Initiative, told us: “The Nepali
people have the right to know where this
‘money is going, and we accept that
implementation must be carried out by
Nepalis using Nepali resources.”

AtUNAIDS, the body that is supposed
‘tocoordinate UN programmes in HIV/
n/llchael Hahn fe\l

The Health Ministry depends on
donors for nearly half its flnannlng and \s
led by donor pr |
AIDS. “Thereisadoubl h
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T raising measure, anal
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threat of HIV/AIDS which is going to be (FH1) found that only 70 percent of AIDSand for! e theshared. But the
the main cause of death in the 15-49 age truckers along tarai highways used TB, malariaand water-borne infections. support services aren’t there to allow him
bracket over the next ten years. AIDS in condoms. Nearly 11 percent of them had Therearelso questionsof cost-ffectivity. 0 play safe.” What is worrying many
‘concen- and 1.5 percent were HIV health planners s that the insurgency has
. positive. The figure for (UNAIDS UNDP, USAID, DfID, AusAic),  increased poverty, unemployment and
notjust may beatrisk. ightening: lunchedthe  migration, all of which contribute to the
Buttheword on thestreetisthat the nearly half of them were HIV positive and “NepaJ Initative” programin collaboration ~ spread of HIV through commercial sex,
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dentinbehaviourand attitude. Andeven it Critics say the anti-AID Itwill needs of sex “Thefirstline of defence against HIV/
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Augiet. They have demanded compensar
tion of up to Rs100,000 each in accord-
ance vih a six-year-old law. “We want to
set a precedent that

the state must bear

responsibility for

violating people’s

fundamental rights

even during the state

of emergency,” said

Shyam Shrestha

(right), editor of

Mulyankan maga-

zine.

Q. Dithe poitcal parties make a mistake by not
Joiningthe councilof miniters?
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‘messages over the last 15 years. But where is
the change in the behaviour, especially
among the youth?” asks Rajiv Kafle, a HIV
positive activist who feels social perceptions

reluclant to relinquish control. As\de

when
HIVcar;andsuppon‘ voluntary HIV awavenes enough" ¢

the previous health minister, lhe polmcal
will'has been weak.

Experts like Shyam Sunder Mishra,
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acting director at NCASC, admit that there
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And now, French Gurkhas!

Chandra Kanta Tiwari is a Nepah officer in the French Foreign Legion.
PATRICK LEVAIQUE talked to him about the life of a legionnaire.

B R R R R PR T P PR R

How come you landed up in France?

1 was bor and raised near Pokhara. | had a business degree, but it was hard to find a job. | was
organising rekking expecitions when a coupl of retied French people invited me to France.
When | arrived at their home near Toulon in 1992, | saw the sea for the first time in my Ife

And how did you hear about the Foreign Legion?

My host was  former solder and we used to tak about the miltary. One day he gave me a
magazine called, White Kepi, the monthly magazine of the Foreign Legion. This is where | frst
eard about i, quickly decided | wanted o join this ele force. | went to the main recruiing

centre in Aubagne. Twelve days later, | signed my first

five-year contract. Unlike the British

Gurkhas, you are not sent back to Nepal after retirement, it is a lfelong commitment

How has the ast ten years been?

1 was first assigned to the 2* Foreign Legion Parachute Regiment based in Corsica. Athough |
am from a landlocked country | joined the amphibious company. | received my commando
certfcaon in Marinque, Afer two and a halfyears, | became corporl and leader of ateam of

Weekly ntnet ol £2.To vote oto-vanegalines com
Q.How do you feel aboutthe performance of the
interim govemment i the st 45 days?

‘Altogether, | jumped 80 times. Once during an exercise-jump, | landed on a

main road andthe cars on boih sides were good enough 1 stop. The drivers ere so suprised

they even gave me a hand (0 fold my parachute

1 did special training in chemical and nuclear warfare. Afer ix years, | was assigned to the

3¢ Foreign Legion Infantry Regiment n French Guyana. AS
Chief-Corporal, | received my certication in jungle warfare

came an assistant instructor taking part in missions in
the Amazon forest. Two years ago, the Legion sent me back to
France. | am currently working at the main recruting centre for
northern France near Pars.

Were you often sent on missions abroad?

Yes, many times. In adiion to various joint-exercises abroad, | also went to Diibout, Chad,
Cenral Afica, and ex-Yugosiavia. In 1995, | met some Biiish Gurkhas in Yugoslavia. They
were quite surprised that Nepalis could jin the French Foreign Legion. Even though we only
spent a few hours together, we got along quite well

And other Nepalis?

There are other legionnaires from Nepal in diferent companies and even though we aren't from
the same area or ethnic group, we et along very well. We often met on weekends to go to the:
beach. To oin, you have to be between 20 to 25 years and you have to be in France. Uniike the
Brish Gurkhas, the Foreign Legion is ot allowed to recruit abroad. Selection is hard, you have to
be mentally and physically agie. As Nepalis, we are strong and adapted to difficult mountain
terrain. | go home every year, and like to rek in new places:
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\WHAT ARE WE WAITING FOR?

e are a bit worried by the unseemly anticipation with which
W discredited national-level leaders of the political parties are

waiting for the king's interim cabinet to fail. “We couldn't
hack it, and we won't let you either,” seems to be the refrain. Careful
there, it may turn out to be a self-fulfilling prophecy.

That is what puzzled many of us watching the Basantapur
meeting from the sidelines: the inabilty of those who are ostensibly on
the side of pariiamentary democracy and consfitutional monarchy fo
cooperate against a militant force bent o a violent overthrow of both,
Not only are they not helping each other, they seem determined to
drag each other down.

So when Girija Prasad Koirala says it's time to “breathe fire” and
Madhav Kumar Nepal says “we'llunleash a typhoon of protest’, s it
because they have to talk tough now so that they can join an all-party
government? Or is the sabre-attling a protection against more
detentions by the CIAA?

Whatever the reason, an all-party national government is what
we need to take us out of this crisis. Who knows what kind of give-
and-take is going on behind the scenes to make that happen. But do
we all have fo hang around twiddling our thumbs until it does? Why
this sense of suspended animation?

We understand that it takes time for non-political experts thrown
suddenly into the decrepit and sad corridors of the ministries to get a
handle on things. But it's been 45 days now since the king nominated
the first nine members of the new cabinet. What are they waiting for?
Let's see some immediate and tangible service delivery. Even ifits just
atoken gesture to give the peaple hope: ike sending medical teams to
abandoned district hospitals, rehabiltating children and orphans.

STATE OF THE STATE

displaced by war, some gesture of official concern when VDC buildings
are destroyed and schools bombed. Show us a sign that you are there.
‘The only sign thus far is the sight of officialdom as pro forma guests
of honour lighting wicks, launching CDs and giving elaborate speeches
that are parodies of Panchayat era news clips. In fact, there should be
an immediate moratorium on all such wick lighting, garlanding, speechify-

ing, and talking heads. We've seen and heard it all.

OILING THE MACHINE

There are many places to start. The petrol and kerosene price hike was
one opportunity to do things right, and we pretty much bungled it. The
‘minister was right when he said he doesn't do populist stuff, it was not
only not populist it was downright daft. Anyone who has seen the
hundreds of Indians on bicycles along the Mahendra Highway at
Kakarbhitta every morning fillng up jerry cans of subsidised Nepali
kerosene to sell in India knows what the real problem is. Some 1.6 million
litres of kerosene goes into India every month from eastern Nepal alone
because you can make a Rs 6 profit on each litre if you can take it
across the border. The real problem here is the price gap in kerosene
with India (which leads to smuggling) and the price gap within Nepal
between kerosene and petroldiesel (which leads to adulteration).

The Nepal Oil Corporation is bankrupt not so much because of
subsidies as mis-management and corruption. It loses Rs 2.8 billion on
kerosene subsidies, Rs 1.5 billion on diesel subsidies, but eams Rs 715
‘million from petrol sales every year. The fuel price hike will not make a
dent on the NOC’s finances. By just increasing petrol prices, we have
not stopped kerosene smuggling, and made adulteration worse.

It's long overdue: end the NOC's corrupt monopoly on imported fuel

and resume incentives for electrical transport.

Remote control.

by CK LAL

Why the clamour for a constituent assembly, what’s the hurry?

Kathmandu valley seems to be under the
impression that once the proposal of a
consllluenl assembly is accepted, all our
tical issues shall be
resolved to everyong ssausfactlon

ike four visually chall

already be one of the largest political
parties in the dissolved parliament.
Mainstream political parties have
been almost de-legitimised by the king
on the one hand, and decapllaled bythe
Maoists on the other. They are in no

itbeneath its dignity to discuss

pulllm Fortheg\merall \lslnfra—
digtop

unmu'h politicos. The mlhtary brass,

K athmandu high society too considers

(MOB) of the entrenched ‘men examining an elephant, every position to canvass in the countryside.
elite in failing states look political force is interpreting the proposal  The less said about the government’s
upon the representativesof  of a constituent assembly initsownway.  ability to enforce rule of law, the better.

hoi polloi with barely
concealed contempt. The
very thought of state power in
the hands of these unwashed
masses from the back of the
beyondfills them with horror.
Words like “parochialism”,
“corruption”, are last 12 year:
hurled at those politicians that havea  accomplish.
popular base. Dummies are the most Butwhy are the revisionists of the
that the MOB oligarchy can tolerate in right also yearning for a constituent
the name of politics. Minister-in-chief assembly? Do they seriously
Lokendra Bahadur Chand spends better restoring unrestrained power once again
part of his day offering prayers. He hasno  in the hands of the king through legiti-
hesitation in ‘means? Naivety
celebrations in obscure Hanuman temples  apparently has no limits.
and a birthday bash of Satya Sai Baba. The call for the formation of a
When he has any time left after attending  constituent assembly seems to be based
to his deities, he devotes it to releasing on five assumptions:
music cassettes of upwardly mobile o Theking iswilling to relinguish
socialites.

Given their open disdain for politics,
the Nepali elite’s sudden interest in the
desirability of a constituent assembly is
rather baffling. When social butterflies, who
once prided in keeping their distance from
ordinary scribes, collar you at glittering
parties and want you to clarify your position
on the question of sovereignty, you have tn
realise that things aren't
October the Fourth.

The Maoists’ call for a constituent
assembly is now being drowned out by
the voice of the political right calling for
the same thing. Lately, even the ideologi-
cally emasculated Chand cabinet has
begun to express an interest in the
people’s sovereignty. The elite of

For the Maoists, it is the first step
towards their utopia of dictatorship of
the proletariat. Having failed to keep the
king within the accepted norms of
constitutional monarchy, intellectuals
close to the Nepali Congress want a
consllluem assembly to do what three
uldn't

Geo-strategic forces of the region
have repeatedly made it clear that they
remain committed to constitutional
monarchy and multi-party democracy.
After such public pronouncements, they
are unlikely to accept either the dicta-
torship of the proletariat or the palace.

In addition, there are operational
details that need to be deliberated upon.
Do we need a constituent assembly to
decide on the fate of monarchy, or to
formulate the f a federal
Nepali state? How will it be formed:
direct elections, proportional representa-
tion, ideological nomination, or a mixed
composition? Who will oversee its
formation: Indo-Chinese joint forces, a
UN Peace Force or an army of human
rights activists? There is no ready
international model that can be adapted,
let alone directly adopted. Why then the
clamour, what's the hurry?

There can be only one explanation:
tothink too much
about the Maoist insurgency, someone
‘wants us to forget what happened on 4
October, and ignore the symptoms of a
failing state. The red herring is the promise
of anew constitution, but the real message
is forget the old constitution.

And then the all-important question:
will a constituent assembly succeed in
containing the unbridled ambitions of
MOB oligarchy of Nepal? If yes, then
let's pry open the box. If not, let's stop
fiddling and re-engage ourselves with the
real elephant in the room—the violent
Maoist insurgency. ¢

power
o Maoists are ready to accept the
verdict of the electorate
® Political parties pable of
canvassing freely all over the country
o Leadership of the Maoistsisina
position of disarming all its cadres
© The government has the power to
enfurce atruce
trategic powers have no

conslltullonal preferences

‘The best that can be said about these
presumptions is that they are, well,
presumptuous. The king hasn't so far
shown any inclination of sharing power,
let alone relinquishing it. Had the
Maoists had any faith in the decision of
the electorate, they would perhaps

NePALYEWSCOM

by DHAW/

HUMSHERE JB RANA'

thas taken 12 years for the demo-

cratic aspirations of the Nepali

people to shatter. The blame for this
qoes to the gross misrule by the leaders
and parties in power. Rampant
corruption at all levels of government
became an open and expected process,
some leaders didn't even try to hide
their unsavoury behaviour anymore.

Factionalism, horse-trading,
personal and political scandals became
the order of the day. Then came the
violence—Nepal's tranquility was
shattered by unprecedented levels of
murder and mayhem. Nepalis are killing
each other like animals gone berserk,
we are destroying what little infrastruc-
ture we have, all this for power in
the garb of a political ideology. We
seem to have hit an irreversible self-
destruct button.

1 we don’t look for solutions, a
Khmer Rouge-type future is not
inconceivable. Things couldn't drag on
like this. On 4 October, King

.damage control

Political parties and the palace must
cooperate if they are to compel the
Maoists to give up their violent path.

Ithas taken some weeks for these
shell-shocked parties to protest the
move. Political leaders have said they
see a “grand design” to reverse multi-

urprise on the
nation, sacking the government citing
incompetence, taking upon himself the
executive powers, pledging to uphold
multiparty democracy and hold fresh
parliamentary polls at the earliest
possible time. The people, fed up with
years of misrule, were generally
supportive of the king’s move. But the
political parties held a series of
meetings, requested a joint meeting
with the king, which didn’t happen,

party democracy and
rallies and mass meetings in the coming
month. The Maoists have detected an
ideal opportunity to drive awedge
between the king and political parties.
They have stepped up their offensives,
bombings, looting, arson and destruc-
tion nationwide. They now threaten to
take their struggle to the bitter end if
their demands for a) a roundtable
meeting including the king b) a
constitutional assembly and c) an

not met.
Thestate has tried to match their

ferocity with military operations. But the
general feeling is that it has not been able
to put the Maoists on the defensive. So,

‘where do the three forces (palace, parties

and Maoists) go from here?

They have to start by agreeing to pull
the country out of its deepest crisis ever,
and relieve Nepal's long-suffering citizens

from this unnecessary mayhem.
Firstly, the Maoist must abandon
violence as a means of attaining state

power. This is outdated and unaccept-
able. There is enough political space for
anyone with aspirations of power to win

acceptable, nor is it asustainable
method of retaining power. Others
elsewhere have tried it and failed: itis
not possible to browbeat a nation to
follow your notion of justice and system
by force. The politics of terror and
destruction never yields state power, it
can only be attained and kept by
winning the hearts and minds of people.

However maligned it may be,
parliamentary democracy is still the
‘most viable form of government in the
present context. Any infringement on
the rights and freedoms of the people
will not be accepted by the Nepalis.
Political parties and their national
leaders may be discredited, and it is true
that they must take a major share of the
blame for the present state of affairs, but
this does not mean the people have lost
faith in the system.

The Nepali people have savoured
political freedom, and they cannot
be put down anymore.

“The monarchy must remain constitu-
tional. Any deviation is fraught with
dangers. Nepal's diversity requires the
king as a symbol of national unity, a

he needs to keep himself above petty
politics, leaving the peoples representa-
tives to sort out the problems and
develop the nation as best as each can.
The political parties may be down, but
they are not out. People power should
never be underestimated.

For their part, the national leaders of
the political parties owe an apology to
the people for their past misdeeds. Their
misconduct, greed, malgovernance and
factionalism has few parallels in modern
statecraft. There is really no way out but
for the leaders of political parties to
regain the peoples’ confidence
they have squandered over the past
dozen years.

Together, political parties and the
palace must cooperate if they are to
compel the Maoists to give up their
violent path. The international commu-
nity, and especially our neighbours, must
extend financial and material help to
bolster the chances of a political resolu-
tion. A secure and peaceful Nepal is in
their interest too. ¢

(Dhawal Shumshere J8 Rana was the

and balked at joining the king’s team. interim all-party government are it through the ballot. The bullet is not symbol of hope and salvation. For this, UML mayor of Nepalgunj.)
LETTERS
BLINDNIKS levels of distrust and fear Nepalis  people of Nepal work to create a lecti d the Nepal has b thing buta people need an effective

1 am a pacifist whose heart ies
with the desperately poor and
trapped Nepalis who are the real
victims of the “People’s War". |
have eaten their maize dhiro,
their stinging nettle tiun, and
sung their songs. | know their
mounting frustration with
govemment—the humiliation
they suffer as ethnic minorities,
as women, as pani na chalne
castes, or even as poor and
poorly educated higher caste
farmers. Nevertheless, | was
appalled by the counter-
productive reasoning and
misplaced sympathies of the
‘email campaign against outside
miltary assistance to a demo-

have not known for centuries.
Yes, there is over-reaction
and abuse by the poor soldiers
and police who live in daily fear
themselves. But it would not have
happened if the Maoist leaders
had not instigated and led
alienated and confused youth into
a path of national self-destruction.
The conditions in Nepal are
appalling—but they in no way, in
no path of empathic reasoning,
jusiify the wanton use of violence
in a country that does have
democratic means for addressing
wrongs, even if imperfect. And
how will it stop? How can there
ever be peace? And when will
that happen7 When there is a

(Peacenk;
on warpath', #119).
The Maoists

[ capacity to
miltarly stop the Maoist advance
and start

climate of hope. When the leaders
see that their real future lies in
working together to create a
peaceful and prosperous Nepal
for all Nepalis, where diversity is
valued. In the meantime, instead of
focusing on America's counter-
productive Irag policy, the
intellectuals abroad sponsor
petitions that will only result in
prolonging the war and agony of
the Nepali people. Getreal
Promote real peace, and stop the
murder of Nepalis by the most
irresponsible leaders to have
been born in this tragic country.
Jawan Singh, by email

o Atfirst | would like to thank
Daniel for a good reflection of our
counlry_s problems from an

this country through murder,
violent extortion, forcible
recruitment of children, destruc-
tion of ifrastructure, blockage
of food aid, undermining

followers. When the people inthe
countryside no longer have such
fear of the Maoists that they can
start passive resistance and
exercise their democratic rights.
When the middle class pulls it

community d
governance, stopping all
development efforts, all invest-
‘ments and tourism, and creating

head out of the sand and starts to
march against the Maoists and for
peace. When all well-intentioned

perspective (‘Last
stand" #118). He has written from

local bodies, which will also be
helpful in undermining the Maoists"
attempt to wreak havoc.

As we have seen by now, the
men in green can do only so
much. Having been in the US fora
while now, one thing that's been
driven home for me is decentrali-
sation is the true s(reng(h ofa
democracy. Dirty polit

war of principles. Where is the
justice when so many innocent
people have lost their lives by the
hundreds and so many families
displaced from their homes in the
countryside by the thousands for
no fault of their own? Where is
the justice when innocent
bystanders are killed daily by
Maoist

are played here as well. But what
makes this a prosperous nation is
of executive

And where is the justice when so
many youngs’ers have been

power to local governments,
which allows them to function
efficiently even when the political
games continue at the top. It's
easy to be fatalistic, talk of grand
designs, point fingers at each
other, and that's something, which
comes very easily with our
cultural beliefs. That won't get us
anywhere mough Nation hmldmg

D fa Nepali mind
muted in our soil. Presently most
Nepali people believe solving the
Maoist problem will end all our
suffering. Of course, | agree this
would help, but if we look further,
our future beyond s even darker.
Our budget and any development
projects can hardly be made
without international aid. The
article gave me a better insight
about my countr

Kabindra Shakya Kathmandu

® Thanks a ot for a wonderful
editorial (“Unity", #117). It empha-
sised that we throw our con-
spiracy theories out of the
window and start to work
collectively to repair the damages
done over the last few years. |
suggest the ideal place to start
doing so would be holding local

accountabilty on the part o
everyone—leaders, bureaucrats,
and citizens. There are no short
cuts to development; the only
route is to persevere with
democracy, to devolve power to
local bodies and to give people a
chance to control their own lives.
Abishkar Shrestha,
Grinnell, lowa

© The ‘People’s War” has
overshadowed our lives and
makes us doubt the rationale for
“righteous wars". Revolutionary
wars are a war of principles: the
oppressed fighting against the
oppressor, the downtrodden
overthrowing an unjust regime,
the deprived and the voiceless
revolting against the injustice.
However, the “people’s war" in

d made to lay
down their lives? This is not
liberation, it is a power grab riding
awave of social and economic
discontentment.

Our leaders have been blind
to the needs of the country. We
got a poliical culture of greed:
“rule by the greedy, of the greedy,
for the greedy”. But of all the evils
that the Nepali people have been
made to suffer, the worst is this
war, the violence that has
strangled the very fabric of our
nationhood.

The remedy lies in uprooting
the very causes of social injustice
still pervading our society and
surmounting the very challenges
posed by the Maoist violence. This
can only be done by a two-
pronged strategy: establishing a

government with good honest
leaders dedicated to the causes
of the people rather than their
purses. The security forces
need the co-operation of all
institutions of the state. Personal
and party interests will leave the
country divided and confused.
Chur Yetam, by email.

SURENDRA LAWOTI

Media s such an important tool
that it can raise a person’s faith
or shatter it. Why then, do you
publish vicious letters by such
people as Sudip Pokhrel of
Maligaon (Letters, #120) about
Surendra Lawoti's
phoptographs (‘Life in a
different light’, #117)? Sudip
Pokhrel, I'm sure you can't help it
that you are an ignorant and
envious “inar ko bhyaguto”. The
only feeling you know is: “How
dare anyone do better than
me?" Faceit, it's acommon
Nepali affliction. You should be
proud that Surendra Lawolti is
trying his best to capture life
under two different cultures. It
is not an easy task. Instead of
abusing him, you should
encourage him, or suggest
‘ways to improve his work. Your

order that gives precedence to a
rule of law and justice wherein
everyone is dealt ith equally
irrespective of caste, creed,
gender, race, religion, status or
wealth, and simultaneously
eliminating the very source of the
Maoist terror campaign.

The government needs a
leadership with a vision and
intention pure in conscience, the

letter has di Nepalis
in the Chicago area. Better ask
for forgiveness.

Pravesh Saria, Chicago, USA

CORRECTION

‘The main pictures of Patan in
“The hush of centuries” and
“The Valley's ancient heart still
beats” in #120, were by
Stanislav Klimek.
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MESTIC BRIE!

SAGAR PANDIT

Agovernment-vehicle and office building destroyed during last year'

RAM HARI RIJAL in GHORAHI

(11 ewere awakened by
W the terrible sound of
gunfire and explo-

sions. We couldn'tsleep all night,”
recalls 12-year-old Srijana Nepali
‘who lives with her parents on the
outskirts of Ghorahi. It was exactly
one year ago on 23 November at
10:30at night when the Maoists

. launched a surpri

Children In the frontline U RRREE

Even one year later, Ghorahi’s children are still traumatised.

looked outside and there were dead
bodies everywhere, and | will never
forget the sight of the bright red
pools of blood.”

Abomb left behind by the

sattack

tolearn not to touch anything lying
around—it may easily be abooby-
trap explosive.

Atthe local primary school,
Ambika Dahal says he has noticed
th

off,

the abdomen. “I still get nightmares
about that terrible night,” she tells
us. “Every time | hear a loud bang, |
geta panlc attack and | have to go

at
distracted. “They don't want to be
too far away from us, in classrooms
they seem to be absorbed in their
own thoughts,” Dahal tells us. “The

attack on the army base north of the
‘town, killing 14 soldiers and 23
police and looting the armoury. In
the year since, more than 5,000
people have been killed all
over Nepal

Ghorahi's children still remem-
ber that fateful night when the war
came to their doorstep. Recalls
Srijana: “We all huddled and hid
inside our rooms, our hearts beating
like drums. In the momning we

lie down.”

wounds have healed, but the
psychological scars from the fear

and anxiety remain. A bright
tudent, she has not been able

qun:
bombs and the army, not about
their studies.”

Dlpakshretlha aten-year-old

well in her studies.

Down the street, six-year-old
Arogya Rijal still remembers last
year's fierce fighting on his street.
“Atfirst, | thought they were
setting off firecrackers,” he says.
These days, being street-smartin
Ghorahi for children like Arogya is

the District
Polloe Office, remembers the
deafening sound of gunfire explo-
sionsall night, and Maoist com-
mander shouting orders: “Jaljala
Platoon, advance. Shoot. Shoot.”

todie,” he says.

This week, the army has
intensified patrols in anticipation
of a Maoist attack to mark the
anniversary. There are roadblocks
and everyone is searched, people
have to even empty their pockets.
The increased security has brought
back memories of that night, and
by late afternoon the streets wear a
deserted look.

There isagroup of young
boys from Rukum at the bus
park. “We were repeatedly
warned to join the militia
squad,” one of them Whlspered
“We thought we should g

buildings in Dang have been
blown up and all documents
destroyed. Local officials have
gathered what files are left and
shifted their offices to Ghorahi
Tulsipur and Lamahi. A 30-year
old farmer from eastern Dang has
walked three hours to Ghorahi
just to get his son’s birth regis-
tered, something he would have
down in his own village. He says
the fields in his village have been
harvested, but because the
farmers are away, the grain is
rotting or is being looted.

“We are trying our hesllu

Moreover, there’s isn't any food
leftin our village.” His group is
trying to go to India to find work
and to escape the fighting.

Acivil servant from Libang
has also come down to Ghorahi.
He says the only people left in
his district are toddlers and older
people. “The CDO office is full
of young people desperately
trying to get papers so they can
leave,” he says. A policeman who
was recently transferred from
Rukum agrees: “While we were
on patrol, we found almost every
house was locked up. Whole
villages are empty.”

In Dangitself, the Maoists
have intensified their house-to-
house extortion drive, blowing
up bridges and roads, plundering
the property of those who have
left. Dang is the strategic
corridor for both the Maoists
and the security forces, so key
bridges linking the district with
the Mahendra Highway and

han have been damaged

Dipak’s mouth went dry with fear,
he had to drink water several times.
“We thought we were all going

Y
in recent attacks, and army
convoys ambushed.

Allbut one of the VDC

maintain p d order in the
district,” says the CDO for Dang,
Mathur Prasad Yadav. “And since
the mobilisation of the security

forces, the situation has come
under control.” But most people
know that things are far from
normal.

The Maoists for their part
appear to have given up any
semblance of respecting public
opinion. Said the teacher from
Rukum: “They seem to have
decided that they now have to
make a final push.” Most here
doubt that the Maoist leaders
mean it when they say they wanta
negotiated solution. But others
see the increased brutality,
extortion and the spread of human
misery as indications that things
must get much worse before they
get better here in the midwestern
hills of Nepal. ¢

‘Children suffer the most’

Excerpts from a BBC Nepali Service interview
with General Secretary of the Informal

Sector Service Center (INSEC),

Subodh Raj Pyakurel:

“Women and children suffer the most when

violent activities happen in any country and

are the one who suffer the most. Studies

show that over 50,000 children have been

directly affected due to the on-going insur-

gency. So far, 109 children have been killed

during the conflict out of which the state has killed 67 children and
the rebels have killed 42. Recently, the Maoists killed a 14-year-old
chid at Rajapur, Bardiya for allegedly giving directions to some army

personnel.

The children narrated their experiences at a program recently
organised by INSEC. They need answers to questions like what
any side can gain by killing people who have nothing to do with the
so-called People’s War. They feel nobody can protect them.

As a human rights organisation, we have repeatedly appealed

1o both the government and the Maoist rebels [to stop the violence],
hidren. Th

We have

heir

stories with the public so people can stand against atrocities.

from on the country's current agony. And I for one would like them

T here'sat least one group of people in Nepal that haven't been heard

‘to speak up. These are the legions of development and aid people

A developing crisis

by DANIEL LAK

For decades, donors have

who've been assisting this country for the better part of fifty years, from
America, Britain, Europe, Australia, Canada and Asia.
Tney came—most of them I'm sure—uwith the best of intentions. They
f he

money the
counlry 'sspending and political priorities. Yet they remain facesin the.
crowd, not held to account by the press or public or even their own
parliaments, let alone Nepal's. And they have been here all along as things
tchingand h

pstrying
knows? They rarely tell us.

Few other countries in the world are such proving grounds for lhe

industry” as Nepal.
Africa, but that's about it. Nepal has provided the perfect developmenl
destination almost since it began opening up to the outside world in 1951.
Cold warrior aid was among the first tranche of money to start arriving;
v the Ut bout China’s

exercised huge, unaccountable
influence over this country’s
polity and economics.

Inthe nineties, development became an industry as it still is today. The
Economist magazine, house organ of the business elite of the West, is where
Britain'’s Department for Intemational Development acvertises for experts
Sotoo, the United States Agency for International Development, SNV of
Holland, Germany’s GTZ, Helvetas and all the rest, professionalism
was in, the old style radicalism and commitment was out. DFID and
olhers wanted “Poverty Specialists”, “Economists” and communica-

East Asia. It was perhaps the stupidest of all reasons to pour money into a
place, but those were troubled times too.
T

jith the majority view in their
native lands. No real problem there, you had to be well outside the
mainstream to abandon the easily realised material dreams of home to

perts, especially the latter.
And mrough itall, where was| poor Nepal” Rldmg the crest of the latest
wave of course,
seminars, pumng publ\cheallh msl slresslng basln educauon the rights of
d, d

justemerged rid Warwhosegreat  share burdens overseas. chil i
P p ther. The ‘The most far-reaching development change of the 1980s was the and tod: conflict i ps—the latest
“Free World” pen Nepal gence of Japan as the world's—or at least Asia's—largest aic donor. In gravy train trend tht tes tax-
cash from on high- y, the those days, T i an foreign lands.
dlﬂerenee being that the money stays largely in Kathmandu (hese days nomy that: . My Japanese friends But has any of it made a damn bit of difference over the years? You
“Changing will—1 hops g their countn can argue yes, you can argue no. But what you can't do is blame the

the! World” ‘was on the agenda. Larg
inwestern capitals in the West often weren't aware of just how radical their

ll sorts of corrupt and

current state of Nepal enllre\yon NEpalIS For decades, donor coun-

practises toflourish,

tries and aid agencit influence

Sandalled, d king, protesting

flowed Itis, of course, all drying up now as the

hippiesat| rkersin lands, or at least

toroostin today’s Japan.

uge,
over this country’s polity and economics. It's time for a little mea culpa
from the aid community. 4

The scars on Rabina and Rabin (above) represen
face of our wounded nation

NARESHNEWARIBARA
hakta Bahadur Regmi can’t bear to look at
B his two children and their grievous burn
injuries sustained during a firebomb attack
on their bus by suspected Maoists on 4 October
on Lakhanti Bridge, 70 kms from Simara.

“At least they are alive,” is all Bhakta Bahadur
can say. But he is heartbroken when he remem-
bers how his wife, Anju, died trying to save their
children as the bus caught fire. They were the
last ones among the 55 passengers to escape after
the Maoists threw petrol bombs at the speeding
bus. The two others who died in the attack that
preceded the three-day Maoist bandh were the
bus conductor and an employee of Music Nepal.

We ask four-year-old Rabina
who hurt her. “Maobadi,” she
sayssimply. Rabina looks at her
burnt fingers and touches her
stomach which is covered in burn
tissue. Her six year old brother
Rabin has burns all over his face, a
gash on his head and a deep cut
on his leg. The two haven't
yet been told that their mother
is dead.

Anju Regmi was seven months
pregnant. she was rushed to
Malangwa hospital, where her
baby was still born. she died three
days later of trauma and burns.

Bipin Shah was on the same
bus travelling with his family. He says the driver
panicked and started speeding when he saw a
group of men by the side of the road with beer
bottles filled with petrol. But the attackers threw
the bottles through the window-shield and the
the bus caught fire from the front. Because of the
speed of the bus, the interior quickly caught fire.
the driver jumped out, and the bus fell into a
ditch and overturned.

Bipin Shah remembers clambering out of a
broken window. His hands and face are severely
burnt, and his brother and wife are also badly
burntin the hands and face. Shah was going

home for Tihar and was carrying Rs80,000 in
savings, all of which he lost. Three other Sarlahi
residents were returning home after three years
working in Saudi Arabia, and they lost up to Rs
300,000 each in hard-earned savings which they
were taking home to their families.

Ithas been over amonth now. But for the
residents of Simara who visit the Regmis, the
scars on the children is a picture of our wounded
nation. Even strangers look moist-eyed at Rabin
and Rabinaand they ask: “Why the children?”

Itwas International Children’s Day last week
when Bhakta Bahadur brought his children out
of hospital in Birganj. The Nepali people have
been numbed by news of violence over the past

years, but the sight of the burn
injuries on the children shocked
and enraged onlookers outside the
hospital. “How can Nepalis do this
to fellow Nepalis?” they asked.
Near Lakhanti Bridge from where
the suspected Maoists fled, Bhakta
Bahadur says, local villagers know
the attackers, but are terrorised
into keepmg quiet of their wherea-
bout

“The scabs aressill thick on
their faces. I really don’t know
what to do,” says Bhakta Bahadur
who is now worried about further
medial care. He is a forest guard

LTSI vitn the District Forest Office

here and he gets a little help from his friends, but
itis notenough. He is far away from his home in
Hetauda. “Their treatment costs a lot of money
and nobody I know can afford to help,” he told
us. The children need to go to a hospital in
Kathmandu for specialised medical attention. He
has given up expecting anything from the
government.

And Bhakta Bahadur has to take care of
himself as well. Having lost his wife is a deep
personal tragedy, but now he has the future of
his children to worry about. He can't even afford
togrieve. ¢

HELP RABINA AND RABIN

Ifyouwould i bute o the

and care of Rabina and Rabin Regmi,

please send cheque to: Informal Sector Service Centre (INSEC) GPO Box 2726 Kathmandu, Nepal. If you
want to make a direct bank transfer, please use INSEC's account at Nepal Arab Bank Ltd savings account
number: 0810010016901 with an email to insec@wlink.com.np. The names of donors will be published end
of December when the collection is handed over to the children’s father, Bhakta Bahadur Regmi.

Jesse at JazzMandu-2

Nepal's jazz enthusiasts can look forward to enjoying a real
class act at JazzMand—Edition Two (28 February to 15 March,
2003) with Dutch guitarist Jesse van Ruller and his Trio. Jesse
will play with his current working band, that features two other
upcoming stars from the European jazz front: Frans van der
Hoeven on double bass and Martijn Vink on drums.

Thirty-year-old Jesse van Ruller has won the Thelonious
Monk International Jazz Prize for jazz guitar in Washington and played legends like Christian McBride,
George Duke, former Miles Davis protege Mike Stern, Philip Catherine, Toots Thielemans, and the Roy
Hargrove Quintet. His prolifc career includes six CDs released under his own name. Nepal's own
Cadenza summed it up after listening to Van Ruller's music: “Jesse is cool. End of discussion.”
(formoreinfomason- ik kathmendijazziestva com)

Threatened

Climate change is not only melting Himalayan glaciers, but tis also threatening its bird lfe, accordingfo a
new study. Some 15,000 glaciers are retreating at between 15 and 30 metres per year, and the snowline
has retreated up the mountains.

The Himalaya has the greatest diversity of river birds in the world, and this puts their future at risk.
Among the endangered species is the Ibisbill, a wading bird that breeds in the glacial valleys of Langtang
in central Nepal. Itis particularly threatened because it depends on a unique and fragile habitat. The Ibisbill
nests on shingle banks in slow-flowing rivers. Its ecosystem will move upwards as the climate changes
but the river valleys will not. The Ibisbill, lie other birds, may not be able to adapt.

(cimate Acion Netvork)

Ghandrung ACAP destroyed

The popular visitor centre and adjoining offce of the
Conservation Project (ACAP) in the scenic town of Ghandrung was
destroyed by armed Maoists earlier this month. A dozen Maoists
raided the centre, and set fire to the building, destroying it completely.
Eyewitnesses said the fire spread rapidly after the Maoists set gas
cylinders ablaze which exploded. The centre at Ghandrung was one
of eightin the Annapurna area. ACAP is seen as a model eco-tourism
project that tries to use tourism revenue directly for rural development.

Justice for all

Now that ex-Gurkha POWS have won the court batle for compensation, it should be good news for
former Lance Corporal Hari Thapa. He has sued the British Ministry of Defence for racism by paying him
a salary and pension much lower than that of a British soldier. A tribunal began hearing the case on
Monday. Thapa moved to Wales after his retirement and receives a pension of only £58 a month. A British
soldier of a similar record would receive £500. A decision is not expected for another three years, but if
the case is successful it may open the floodgates for thousands of other cases that could cost the British
government billons of pounds, experts say.

The British government says the benefits are governed by a tripartite treaty between Nepal, India and
Britain and are adequate for Gurkhas who return to Nepal, Thapa's case is being backed by the Commis-
sion for Racial Equality.

A London high court verdict on Wednesday ruled that 343 surviving Nepali soldiers who were
imprisoned by the Japanese in Singapore 50 years ago are entitled to the same compensation ( £10,000)
as British prisoners.

Itumbaha restoration

The Kathmandu Valley Preservation Trustis working to restore the historic 11" century liumbaha, one of
the 18 ancient of Kathmandu. The thquake of 1934 and urban incursions have taken their
toll,and the historic courtyard is in a state of distepair. The World Monument Watch has put ltumbaha on
its list of 100 most-endangered sites in the world.

Now, the trust with the Kathmandu Metropolitan City and the German Embassy are getting together to
restore Itumbaha. The project will begin in March 2003 and will last two years. “Most restoration work in
Kathmandu Valley so far has been focussed on World Heritage sites, other sites have been largely
neglected, but this is beginning to change,” says Kathmandu Valley historian Niels Gutschow.
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Crisis leadership

he post-4 October atmos-
T phere has allowed us to take a
fresh look at our mainstream

leaders and ponder our politics.
Let's face it. We misjudged Girija

Who could have imagined the entire House of
Representatives would be wallowing in irrelevance?

sescsessesssesssessesssecsesssessesssessesssessess e

by PUSKAR BHUSAL

Prasad Koirala's proposal for a retire from politics ! ) ton or London were terribly
‘broader or i party chief for TheRPP hasareal problem. It impressed either. To be fair,
When the Nepali Cnngress life. infril can pportoroppose  Deuba's ability to hold the
patriarch first made the plea last butnothingin terL impaired
year, the most between can anymore. Cl par his
dismissed it the Maligned for havi convention. The four-way leadership adversarles He nsisted he had
principle of majority rule. Those of i tit ntest par D
uswho were positive Koirala was tlon that two of its leading luminar- “Thapa's only dwill
onl to Baluwatar the UML has used other atimewhen the
intime for this crisis to Madhay Election Commission and security
ummit Kumar Nepal h hi panch: e polls.
‘[he crisisasa rare ‘The only point where Deubastood
majority in parliamentamountedto  basic law it supported Vrum the ppor pr liberal upfor preroga-
nothing, who could haveimagined  start. After the Siliguri conclave, the Othersare 1 ) inoffice for
the entire House of Representa- Maoists dismissed Nepal as the powerthey  anothery him down.
onceenjoyed. The restdon'twant Intheend, the “incompetence”

torchbearer of the Rayamajhi Reds.
b A

tives—barring the speaker and his
deputy

another split in the most fissile party.

label may help erase the Tulsi Giri
trademark. Deuba, however, should

y through JMLstruggled  Ifyou're notsure whether the RPPis
their tenure? Tt Pt ogywith  orisn'tpartof don't  quittrying o
flopsofamanwhobuilta50-year  Nepal's realities. ' until after the party BP Kairala. B nt
Keshar. inir

convention. Thestatus of Deputy

steely determination had to have plotted our political trajectory over ane Minister Badri Prasad Mandal
some explanation. Had Kangresis—  the last two years, Neps that 100, should
and the rest of it ded  aviolation of the be Clear by then.
posts ig You can getafair idea of the
counsel, obligations. The parties from
toanother ession howtimid Lila Mani anti-
liament now. C the

Long i O DI
say dversity. With Upbraiding The greatest metamorphosis has

i KP Sharma Olifor been Sher Bahadur Deuba's. By

Nepali Congress (Democratic)
either in jail or in disgrace, Koirala

bmmh Nepal has selnewoor\dmons

Bushies and Blairites, he ended up

to jail with BP before emerging as
the chief Panchayat ideologue. ¢

gz

Within the framework of the Health Sector Support Programme (HSSP), GTZ provides technical
assistance to the MoH / Department of Health Services in four areas: Primary Health Care,

German Technical Cooperation
Health Sector Support Programme

back the rank and file to rebuild :he

shou\d have beenless| harsh on: OI|

party. Once he
democracy is back on track, Koirala

ofthe UML
mumvlratemc hasntserved as

Y
the country. From the silence that
marked his ouster, you get a feeling
that not many people in Washing-

Health, Physical Assets and G
For HSSP’s Office in Silgadhi, Doti and Ka(hmar\du qualified applicants are invited for the
following immediate openings:

(1) Public Health Advisor to the DHO, Doti

Major responsibilities of the post:

*  Supportthe DHO in
including M+E system

*  Assistand support the DHO in and a health
(District Health Profite), including supervision at various levels of the district
Support the district health team in the implementation of public health programmes, i.e
BOTS, leprosy. immunisation, MCH

* Support the district health team in organising and carrying out basic training activities

an integrated and district health plan,

system

Required qualification and experience:

+ Medicall Nursing degree with a Masters in Public Health

= Understanding of district health systems and health syslems develapmem
. with planning and

= Clinical 1eachmg /training experience

Applicants must be at least 30 years of age and have a minimum of five years working experience
in a similar position, preferably with an intemational organisation. They must be fluent in English
and possess good analytical and problem solving skills

In addition, they must have the following:
. wmmgness 1 motivation to work in a remote district
- of the cultural and traditional context
. Excel\snl communication and interpersonal skills

*  Ability to work in a team

{2) Reproductive Health Advisor

Major responsibilities of the post:

+ Provide technical advice to the HSSP team in the field of reproductive health, particularly
adolescent health, Safe Motherhood, HIV/AIDS

+ Support the technical team in preparing and editing technical reports

behaviour

Required qualification and experience:

« Have a degree In nusing/midwifery, medicine or public health
= Have an understanding of Nepal's health care system

+ Experience in reproductive health/ women's health

« Have English writing skills equivalent to a native English speaker

The vacancy Is a contract position for initiafly  months, with the possibility of further extension,

offering salary and other benefits a5 per GTZ-Nepal regulations. Interested candidates should
apply with a detailed CV, references, passport size photograph and contact telephone number
to:

The Pragramme Manager, GTZ-Health Sector Support Programme
clo GTZ Office, P.0. Box 1457 Kathmandu,

The closing date for applications is 16" December 2002. Only short-listed candidates will be
invited for an interview. No telephone calls, written or personal enquiries wil be entertained in
this regard.

Women are particularly encouraged to apply

MIN BAIRACHARYA

Dabur and Gorkha Brewery honour winners

Dabur Nepal has honoured three Nepali medal
winners from the Asian Games in Busan.
Bronze medallists in Taekwondo, Ritu Jimee
Rai, Renuka Magar and Deepak Bista were
given Rs 25,000 each by Dabur managing
director, Rukma Sumshere Rana, himselfa.
keen sportsman and the chairman of the South
Asian Games in Kathmandu in 2000.
Gorkha Brewery, for its part, honoured Nepal's national under-19 cricket team which played brilliantly
and was the runner-up at the ACC trophy 2002 in Singapore, thus qualifying for the next Asia Cup.

Teethlng problems

by ARTHA BEED

Let’s look beyond criticism and pessimism.

heannouncementof the
T expanded cabinet by the

prime minister met with
mixed reactions. The major

Minister of Education Devi Prasad Oja and Gorkha Brewery chairman,
atthe ceremony Tuesday where each player received Rs 10,000.

Chim- Chlmney

ffthe Chi

han Gopal Khetan were p

themove, but there are some
sections that believe this could be
the last chance to bring about some
visible changes. Over the past
month, the country’s two leading

by the \egendary Russlan Boris Lissanovitch and the lighting of the chimney in his restaurant i
of a tradition. And who better to light the chimney this year than Mrs Nazarova, wife of the Russian
ambassador, who did the honours on 24 November. Borstch, anyone?

NIA officebearers

The second annual general meeting of the Nepal Insurers Association (IA) has elecied KB Basnyatas
President for 2002-3. Rajendra Khetan has been nominated President-elect for 2003-4, Mahendra
Shrestha is vice president, S Sishodia secretary and Sailendra Shrestha treasurer for two years between
2002-4. Fourteen of the 18 companies involved in the Nepali insurance sector are associated with the NIA.

Tourists from Mauritius

Nepal cou\d attract thousands of Hindu pilgrims um Mauritius every year by offering concessional air

fares in the Kathmandu-Delhi sector, Mauriti Nepal, Daneelal Seewoo. “Nepal and
Mauritius together could sell packages to tourists from around the wor\d he said. He added Nepal could
also use the “free port system” introduced by Mauritus to trade with African countries.

Room with a view

Sight seeing of a more Ielsure\y persuasion can be had in Nepal's first revolving restaurant, Kathmandu

. The imported mpletes a 360 deg while
you enjoy your Chlnese mea\ ] comfurl. The Bajra Group invested Rs 8 million in the two-
Storey restaurant centrally located at Ratna Plaza in New Road. The Bajra Group has invested Rs 8 million
in this venture, hoping to attract upwardly mobile professionals and families who want a different dining
experience. The two-storey restaurant seats 70 people and is perched on top of Ratna Plaza, opposite
Bishal Bazaar in New Road.

solely to their non-commitment to
national interest. They have yet to
provide any solutions. To be unable
toanswer questions on why our
country’s largest political parties
have never worked towards a viable
solution together is embarrassing.
Our inability to take responsibility
manifests itself in a strong Nepali
brand of criticism laced with
pessimism. That particular glass is
always half empty.

The primary issues of the
current cabinet are security,
initiation of dialogue between the
Maoists and the government, and
setting election dates. However,
while these are a priority, the
government also has to deal with
issues like the recent increase in
oil prices. Prime Minister
Lokendra Bahadur Chand hasa
tough job. It takes a strong
person to lead a cabinet full of
successful professionals who are

cabinet to effect two significant
changes that will have direct
bearings on the economy; a
newfound voice for the private
sector and a stronger foundation
concerning water policy. The
private sector has always felt
neglected. Now the cabinet can
redress this situation and charta
‘map for the economy. A business
like approach may finally jog
government machinery, including
the bureaucracy, to aim for quick

cut aswathe through the files
decaying quietly in various
ministries and government
offices.

Nepal’s water potential and
related problems has been
overemphasised over the years.
Now, with the opportunity of
putting a visionary in charge of
affairs, perhaps the people can
look forward to a revamped NEA
that proposes feasible solutions
for the pressing situations like
the shrinking water table in the
Valley. A new study is not
required. Just turn all the
previous studies into action.

The professionals in the
cabinet are faced with another
challenge—learning governmental
processes for making decisions.
Their journey will definitely hold
surprises. Some of them may even
provide fodder for the Beed's
future columns. But at present,
the bureaucracy need to realise
aiding the cabinet through its
teething stage will only improve
their standing in the nation’s
eyes. Itwould be wise for cabinet
‘members to also solicit help from
independent sources like the
business sector and aid agencies.

It's time for everyone to pitch
inso the cabinet can deliver. 4

leaders in their own right. resolutions on pending issues. A (Readers can post their views or
The Beed expects the current  definite yes or no answer should ‘comments at arthabeed@yahoo.com)
OPINION by PHUDORJI LAMA SHERPA
A graduate of Budanilkantha School ruminates on
the tug of a motherland that needs educated
Nepalis more than ever before.
seesesesscsessssesscsesscsscsessssessesnse
Itisnotdifficult to figure outwhy Program run by SEBS.
i i Some of
abroad. But after years of their and
palfitsin, They must
independent, these  balance their aspiration
trend  careers, needk
among Chineseand i before. The pressure
Uni , y
i
However, best C: y
Nepal. Tt ‘minds, and y'ssituation, or not eaming
thestateis nmgetling much back. Andforitto  enough. Yet, thereare varying degrees of
happen, tisclear that i by it
theyoung Nepaliswill to
‘want toretum. personal opportunities where none exist,
However, r than rel h
them, T a
hroughout s ia's greatest Whetheritisa with dreams dignified life is the honest
T i i heavily by Nepal. Nepal, but this does ot mastery over one’s own life. And for this,
foreig - i ittance isa posit P Nepal offers plenty of s
als. They gained particularly to the United States. Until the early Time V\/tmaskedvmalhlsnwgeluSEBS
ly 1o thestate. 19905, the trend for high quare, pal
their nation’s call. from ichools i orputti ‘would b, Shrestha, an
Since the 19505, however, the movementis  become Arnikos? y capti bythe  Tribhuvan University or i it for the Asia-Urban
inthe other direction. Despite the risks dream of freedom and prosperity as Amiko The Briti democracy or monarchy , replies: “Guys, thisis
involved, the potential for personal advance- ~ was, lured by a Chi °s promises their YOUR home! Wake upand realise your
ment fa students it responsibilitytowardsyour country. Your little
individuals from developing nations to Europe, Afewyearsago, Nepal. Then in 199; web page contribution could make a big change for
Australia, Canadaand the United States. y and T
InNepal, of B North ily accepted by i debate on Nepal. countrytoo... Your country is
the cream of the nation’ NA) and All Nepel iversities whig talented foreign ~ arrivedin the . others calling: come home!”
studentcrop. Ezch year i i 3 ibuti pali e
d a thecrowd of mosty Today, upto 40 percent of aboutcaste, ethicity, (Phudorjl Lama Sherpa graduated from
number of tudents disgustwith the nation’ gothe US for higher politcs. T Class of 1999, He
leaving to pursue higher education at top “kamadhars” wasting their talentin aforeign 300 been raised for chool and IS currermy doing his Bachelors degree
universities in the US and other countries. land. i studying hip of 147 students in remote in Asian history at Wesleyan University
T i i i orworking. districts for the National Scholarship in the US.)
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Kathmandu
International
Mountain
Film Festival

200

association has also organised

Film Himalaya ‘94, Film South
Asia*97, Film South Asia ‘99,

Film South Asia 2001, and
KIMFF2000. The, present

ncemore, areon | Thenthereis D foyer of th ultural of documenting Himalayan
and four i |i|m (Croatia/Nepal, 2001), inwhich  C i imbi ii
hosting the much. M“Im_ hibition of black-and-whit / lyworking
awaited bi-annual her the third day of the fesuval maker i book on
i alpinlstTomazHumarashe Himal limbi
Mountain Film Festival 2002. of Pamamquepaland Pawer The Interna-
Afterthe fllms anda faceof DI Placesof falley. tional Mountain Film Festival
thefirstevent two years ago, the The AMean 2002 is organised by Himal
organisers have put together an  (Nepali Womenas Seen Called Nomad (China/Nepal, bookson the Himalaya. Association, the Patan-based
exciting exhibition of the best Through Numafungo 2002), isasubtle, sensitive I i i non-profit g
feature il d loration of the changing veteran Reuters mountaineering  to inform the people of the
ries about mountains from festlval range from. Jogrmaral@ world that nomads in Amdo, correspondent Elizabeth Hawley ~ Himalaya on issues related to
around the world. Jyundaharu(The Living of western Tibet are being forced  will be honoured for her 30years  their life and times. The
Thereareseveral thingsthat ~ Jogimara, Nepal, 2002), which toadjust to.
sy i ial: it those Although the festival is non-
pensin caughti the itive, the audi i
Year of Mountainsand Nepalis ~ Maoistinsurgency, throughan encouraged throughout the.
also about to mark the 50" exploration of the grief of the festival to cast votes for an
anniversary of thefirstascentof ~ families of 17 ordinary citizens ‘Audience Award’, which will be
Sagarmatha. This year, atotalof  killed army in Kalikot, and presented at the closing of the
53films, documentanes and branded* \ervonsls festival. As part of the festival
intries, will 3 program, on 4 December the
bescreened anhe festival Irum Affical (USA 2002) is David organisers will also hostan
5-8 December, with 15interna-  Breashears' latest large fnrmat |nternan0nal symposcum
tional dels i d film, which f
T been selected from12to 64 Clrmbmg Speakersvwll |nc|ude
from the 10 years of age yclimbup top UK climber Doug Scott,
isers, Himal Associa- moL Daring N ia, the
tion. Of the films, three are DmnePeaks(Japan 2001) isa first person to climb Everest
features, Hi twice, noted Indianclimber and
nd Oof aumor <ap
the latter, 10 deal with 30-year- Ci limber Stipe Bozié.
tain peoples, four are on climb- long quest to photograph the On the last day of the
ing, five highlight extreme world’s 100 most beautiful festival, Stlpe Bozié will glvea
adventures, si peaks. pel,
related themes, 11 2002) isa fec howa
logical and travelogues, threeare  young Limb theworld.
ssues, five Nepal deals with [i Throughout the festival, the

the support of Eco Himal, the
Swiss Development Coopera-
tion, WWF-Nepal, and
ICIMOD. ¢

(For more information:

www himalassociation.org/kim)

HALLA - THU 5 DECEMBER
Ski—Everest 2000 (52) 3:30 pm
Slovenia, 2000, Janez Stucin
Davo Karnicar skis down.

Boots in the Snow (15) 430 pm
(Chakme dar Barf)

Iran, 2002 , Shamsadin Arvand
Young boy struggles to stay in school,
Rabbit Sitting on a Fence (25')
Kyrgyzstan, 2000, Evgeny Kotlov
Kyrayz chidren folow alpiniss.

Kathmandu—Untold Stories (26)
20

pm
Nepal, 2002, Alex Gabbay
Secrets, lies, and HIV in Kathmandu

Numafung (108) 6:15 pm
(A Beauiful Flower)

Nepal, 2002, Nabin Subba

Limbu woman deals with men and
manners.

HALLA  FRIDAY. 6 DEC!
The Living of Jogimara (38

1130 am
(Jogimaraka Jyundaharu)

Nepal, 2002, Mohan Mainali
Families mourn the loss of their men in
Kalikot.

As White as Coal (11') 12:30 pn
Iran, 2002, Nasser Nasserpour
A boy sells coal to support is famiy

Making of Timeless (26)

Switzerland, 2001, K-soul Cherix

Howto make a fim on exreme sking.
UNCH

In Search of Malana (73") 2:00 pm

India, 1998, Vivek Mohan

Life n a republic’ in Kol Vally.

Kiimasar: Tote Rl of
Africa (42)

330pm

USA, 2002, David Breashears

12 10 64-year-olds cimb Kiimanjaro,

Ganga Ma Apugnmaae wothe
Source (58) 4:3

USA, 2001, Pepe O

“The Bay of Bengal o Himalayan
glacier

American on Everest (0 5:40 pm
USA, 1963

Camera: Lute, Jersted

When the Americans first made it

spnn al Snow 46) 6:50 pm
USA,

Dave 0 L ke
‘The joys of backcountry powder skiing.

HALLB

The Kesar Saga (75') 1130 am
India, 2002, Ifat Fatima.
Narrating an ancient Tibetan epic.

UNCF
Realm of the Golden Eagle: Summit
of Life (50) 200 pm
{im Reichdes Stoadiers—Gesieg
des Lebens)
Austia, 2000, Michael Schiamberger
Species sunvival in the Alps

The Second Step (26') 300 pm

Austraia, 2000, Gary Caganoff

Australian amputee is determined to
limb.

Festivals in Tuojue (26')
China, 2001, Leng Shan
Celebrations in southwest China.
The One (22) 410 pm

New Zealand, 2000, Chuck Berry
A breathtaking jump off a giant cif

Christmas Syndrome (25)
Kyrayzstan, 2000, Evgeny Kotlov
Clmbers in the ciy.

Indian Joureys: Stva'sMated
Locks (50) 5:10 pm

UK, 2000, Hugh Thompson
Folowing the Ganga.

We Homes' Chaps (66') 6:15 pm
Nepal India, 2001, Kesang Tseten
ld boys and guk go back o school,

HALLA

MBER
Found n Everes @) 1 o0am

USA, 2001, Riey Morton
Rescue inerrupts the search for
Mallory and Invie.

Close to the Soil (10') 11:00 am
(Thure Andersson i Ravetofe)
‘Sweden, 2000, China Ahlander
Farmer Andersson buys a tractor.

The Stone from the Mountain (38')
(Stenen fra Bierget)

Denmark, 2002, Asger Thor

The splendid Scandinavian mountains
Giving thanks to the

Pachamama (15')

12:15 pm

(Gracias a la Pachamana)
Peru, 2002, Maria Mayer Scurrah
Andean rtuals on the Pert-Bolivia
border.

Lama Mani (30')

Nepal, 2002, Tsering Rhitar Sherpa
Reviving a Tibetan ora radition.

Numafung (108) 2:00 pm
(A Beauifl Flower)

Limbu woman deals with men and
manners.

AWoman's Place (58) 400 pm
Bhutan, 1994, Marianne Pletscher
Bhutanese famer experiences
Switzerand

My Sister and Her Allo Cloth (24)
Nepal, 2001, Bhim Kala Rai
8him Kala Rai tells her family's story.

Taller than the Mountains (23)

Pakistan, 2002, Farooq Beg

What mountain women of Paistan
well.

Women Adventurers: Forbidden

Journeys—Alexandra David

Neel (60')

Canada, 2000, Christopher Rowley
Docudrama on the adventuress

Uttimate Guide: Iceman (50')

Italy, 2002, Brando Quiici
‘The story of the exnumed lceman,

‘The Most North 7,000 m Peak (18)
11:00am

eorgia
Nicolai Drozdov

Georgian alpinists look back at tragedy.

They Who Walked Mountains (35')
India, 2002, Manju Kak

Himachals remember trading with
Tibet.

The Winter at an Elevation of 3000
m(62) 1215 pm

China, 2001, Leng Shan

Qiang gir leas traiton in Sichuan's
mountains.

Breeze: Wind in the Park (21)
2:00 pm

(Breeze: Vento nel Parco)
Ialy, 2002, Daniel Ottobre
Seasons in sounds and images

Reticent Wall (30')

Croatia, 2000, Stipe Bozie:

‘Soloing the word's toughest rock wall.
Totenkirchl Westwand (26) 320 pm
(Erinnerungen eines frankischen
Bergstiegers)

Germany, 1999, Hartwig Exdenkaufer
Meiations on modern free climbing

Unizaba, (10)
Canada, 2001, Sean White
Unicycling down a Mexican volcano.

Women through the eyes
of ‘Numafung’ 4:15 pm
Discussion wih invited speakers

Voices of the Sierra Tarahumara (52)
530 pm
USA, 201, Rt Bt ol

Ger
Eelween the World Bank and narcotics
traffickers.

From Moccasin Square Gardens
10)

630 pm
Canada, 2002, Troy Suzuki

Yukon ice hockey players travel 6,000
km

HALLA  SUNDAY, 8 DECEMBER
Daring Divine Peaks (52) 10:00 am
(Kamigami no Za-Seka Hyakumeizan
woToru)

. 2001, Shurichi Uchida
“The finale of a 30-year passion for
mountain photography.
EXPERIMENTAL SHORTS
11:00 am

ATale Unfolds (T)
Pakistan, 2000, Imran Babur
Hunza fort comes alive.

Count up to One Hundred (8)
(Conta Fina al Cento)
Haly, 2001
Frances Paladinol Maria Assunta Kairii
An artistc statement against chid

se.

Dirt (¢)
USA, 1998, Chel White

Aman's surreal absession with dir.
Passage (11)

USA, 2001, Chel White

The poetic and the terribl in a stylised

AMan called Nomad (37) 1200 pm
China, 2002, Alex Gabbay

Tibetan nomad ties to manage the old
and the new.

I
In the Forest Hangs a Bridge (39')
00 pm

o
India, 1999, Sanjay Kak

A community comes together (o buid a
brdge.

Mining the Dark (100') 300 pm
(Yami wo Haru)

Japan, 2001, Yukihisa Fujimoto
The last mines in Japan close.

e Expess 42) 500 pm
Croati, 2001, Stp

T sucasso i . atempton
Ohaulagir's South Face.

e meg of Jogimara (38)

(Jnglmavaka o)
Nepal, 2002, Mohan

oo e e e of e nen
Kalikot.

B
Yeti—Hunt for the Wildman (60)
1000 am
UK, 2001, Harry Marshall
Seeking the Bhutanese Migoi

Be Happy (22) 11:10am
(Kham Zam Yodan)

India, 2002, Biyot Projna Tripathy
The fear and pain of a Ladakhi mother.

Bakkarwals (38)
India, 2002, Raiesh Kaul

Pastoral nomads of Kashmir tackle the
odds.

Crown of the Continent (29')
1230 pm

USA, 2001, John Grabowska

Glimpses o the world's highest coastal
mountains.

Lecture and Slide Presentation
6:00 pm

Fiming Holy Mountains Around
the World

Stipe Bozié, mountaineer and
fimmaker

Ticketsavaiablfrom 1 eceber aandala ook
Poin Kanipath, 22711 Sawal Music n ovies,
Lagimpa 421522 Hivalayan Jva, Themel 42519,
‘Sarasuat Bookstore, Pulhouk, 28017,

and Patan DhokaKiah Pasa, SE142.

AVAILABLE
WORLDWIDE
IN HARD COPY

Nepali Times is now
available on PEPC
Worldwide vending
machines at major
airports and hotel
chains. Receive 40
pages of the latest
editions of Nepali Times
and selected material
from Himal South Asian

and
Himal Khabarpatrika in
high-quality laser print.
Price: US$ 2.50, all
major credit cards
accepted.

TRAVEL MEDICAL INSURANCE:
Covers

- Personal accident

- Medical + Emergency expenses
- Hospital benefits

- Loss of checked baggage

- Delay of checked baggage

- Loss of passport

- Personal liability

Travelling ?

Statue oftiberty, USA

Siddhi Bhawan, Kantipath

Fax: 977-1-240083

PO Box: 10675 Kathmandu
Tel: 243631, 255679, 255680, 269216, 269217

Email: eveinsco@mos.com.np
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OPINION by J BRADFORD DELONG

America’s second gilded cage

What is worrying is Americans are not

herichest Congressional
T districtin the US is the so-
called “silk-stocking” district of
New York City's Upper East Sce, with
aper-capitaincome of $41,151 per
year. The poorest Congressional
district, a largely Hispanic-immigrant

worried about their growing inequality.

welfare by \magim_ng that you have an

growth. Most of
between 1973 and 1995, when

being poorand ich, it
iseasy tojudge that the more equel

Great Depression. Save for the past

Bush plans to increase US aid
WASHINGTON - New details about the Millennium Challenge Account
(MCA), a major initative by President Bush to sharply increase US
bilateral aid to poor countries, has drawn mixed reactions among
NGOs, aid officials, and think tanks. While some feel the MCA will
improve the effectiveness and the amount of US aid, others fear poor
untries that fail to meet poli i be jinalis

Eligibility will be determined on 16 criteria in three broad catego-
ries according to the White House. These are “ruling justly’, ‘investing
in people” and “economic freedom”. Under the scheme, poor countries
that score above the median in the corruption criterion and at least half
of the criteria in each of the three categories will be eligible to apply
for MCA funds, awarded as grants, rather than loans.

‘The MCA fund for 2004 and 2005 is $5 billion ($1.6 billion and $3.4

half-decade,
the

It tosay
that- hard better
don'tslow economic growth—when lives than their parents.
inequality rises, the government's duty Sowhy aren’t Americans

isto tax the rich and transfer money to
the poor tooffettherise.
Yet mainstream politcs hasn't

alarmed by their country’s rising
income inequality? Part of the reason
may be most Americans don't

called for
Evenattheleft,

isgoingn. Onepoll
found that

thewell-off to contribute their “fair
share” for government costs.

think their mo;mes puttheminthe
top 1percent of income distribution,
and

districtin Los Angeles, has a per-capita
income of $6,997 ayear.

1n 1973 the poorest fifth of
America's families had incomes that

North
Carolina (a former chief of staff to
President Clinton), a Senate
candidate in the recent US elections,

top L percentsomeday.
Americanideologyand cuture

billion, in in bilateral aid
already provided each year. Beginning in 2006, the administration
hopes to get $5 billion for MCA each year. An independent body, the
Millennium Challenge Corporation (MCC), consisting of cabinet-level
officials chaired by the secretary of state will run the MCA. (ps)

GM debate

LUSAKA - The Zambian government banned the import of Genetically
Modified (GM) maize sent by the United States to stave off famine.
Nearly three million people face starvation and need about 600,000
tonnes of grain till March 2003. Government attitude hardened after
Zambian scientists, sent to four western countries to ascertain the
safety of GM food, returned with the verdict that “there is no evidence
1o suggest that GM food is safe or unsafe”.
At ok

you

averaged $13,240 a year (in today's foolhardy for
dollars). In 2000 their average income  placing a higher priority on the
ycontrast,  federal paying for
America’s

your own hands; individuals should
rely on themselves, not the tate;
mountains

families in 1973 had an average
income of $149,150, and in 2000t
Was $254,840.

i 23income

further cut in the highest marginal
tax rate. Bowles lost.

for abetter lfe; and preparation and
industry leads to success. These are

E

boostto thewelloff whilenthe

middletgrewby oy 10 percen,
The

toeliminating the estate tax—a

racy.
Memories of the west European -

policy
for i

the Great
‘he older

incomesat
mostpecular thingabout

gain. As Clinton’s Assistant to the.

Jay
and more enduring—call it the Gilded

isthat  Presicent for \ge—py
i urelya staffaideswho  culture, i
society with askewed income tell Congressmen that estate tax reasserting itself. Inequality, it seems,
distribution isworse offthan  repeal “...costing tensof bllions of s American asapple pie.

‘oneinwhich incomesare

dolfars... will benefit only a few

(Project Syndicate)

moreequal. thousand families” are answered
Following Nobel “maybe so, but | think | met every () Bradford DeLong is professor of
Prize-winner James one of them at my last fundraiser.” economics at the University of
Buchanan's utilitarian Astriking increase in income Califonia at Berkeley, and former
inequality was not necessary to Assistant US Treasury Secretary.)
deliver rapid economic
MMENT by THOMAS NAGEL

Why is terrorism different?

civilian non-combatantsin large numbers. Today
‘terrorism inspires widespread revulsion, which in
‘turn helps to justify military action againstit. Itis
essential to understand that revulsion.

“The core moral ideaisa prohibition against
aiming at the death of a harmless person. We are
permitted tokillin self-defense and in wartime
offensives, but thisis an exception toa general and
strict requirement of respect for human life. So long as
weare not doingany harm, no one may kill us just
because itwould be useful to do so. This minimal
asic respect s owed to every individual, and
itmay not be violated even to achieve valuable
long-term goals.

However some activities,like self-defence or
‘warfare, creates an unavoidable risk of harm to

horror to attacks on civilians by the al-Qaeda,

Palestinian suicide bombers, Basque or
Chechen separatiss,or by IRA militants, There
seemsto beapause in the spate of uicide bombings
andother terrorst acts—if only momentary—perhaps
‘this isamoment to grapple with a fundamental
question: What makes terrorist killings any more
‘worthy of condemnation than other forms of murder?

“The special opprobrium asociated with
“terrorism” must be seen as acondemnation of
‘means, not ends. Those who condemn terrorist
attacks on civilians often also reject the ends the
attackers are trying toachieve. They think aseparate
Basquestate, or the withdrawal of US forces from the
Middle East, for example, are not aims anyone should
pursue, letalone by violent means

Butthe condemnation does not depend on
ejecting theaims of the terrorists. The reaction to the
attacks of 11 September underscores such meansare
outrageous whatever the end. A balancing of costs
‘against benefits cannot be allowed here.

“This claim is notassimple as it appears because
it does ot depend on ageneral moral principle
forbidding all killing of non-combatants. Similarly,
‘those who condemn terrorism as beyond the pale are
usually not pacifists. They believe in killing soldiers
and bombing munitions depots in times of war, and

P eopleall over the world react with visceral

What makes terrorist
killings any m
worthy of

condemnation
than other forms
of murder?

innocent parties. I those cases, ifthe aim isimpor-
tantenough, the activity isnot morally prohibited
provided due care is taken to minimise the risk of
harm toinnocent parties, consistent with the
achievement of the aim. We are obliged to avoid or
minimise civilian casualties in warfare, even if we
know that we cannot avoid them completely. Those
deaths do not violate the strictest protection of
human life—that we may notaim to killa
harmless person.

Onthe contrary, we aim to avoid such collateral
deaths. Of course, the victim ends up dead whether

thatinflicting g of anattackona
and morally permissible.  Butin our sense of what y
Butif that is permissible, why isit: batants 3
inducing y
itory, or grant Dyingis bad, however o longasit pressureon
oneiskilled. vl ifit i their Butwe
effect of combat , i ptfor
I rather asaresultof its recent successes. ¢
Pt ly not by the major (Project Syndicate)
World War Il + terror
bombing, but both the Allies and the Axi (Tom Nagel is professor of law and philosophy at New York University)

Agi Mundia Sikatana claimed the World Health
Organisation (WHO) did not have authoritative answers and left
decisions on GM foods to individual countries. Sikatana says introduc-
ing GM food would risk farmers planting the seed, threaten local
varieties and create a dependency syndrome on patented seed from
the North. African Consumer League (ACL) Regional director, Amadou
Kanoute said biotechnology was penetrating Africa through “the
backdoor" due to the food crisis.

US State Department spokesperson Richard Boucher, denounced
Zambia's decision, saying Zambia was the only country of the five
affected in the Southern African region, that had refused the
food.Lesotho, Mozambique and Zimbabwe said they would accept GM
maize in milled form to avert the risk of farmers planting it. (ps)

Kava commotion

SYDNEY - Pacific islands have launched a counter-offensive to fight
controversial European claims over the past year that their much-
loved and relaxing brew, kava, could be harmful to human health. In
November 2001, the European Country Regulatory Authorities placed
restrictions on the sale of food supplements and herbal medicines
containing kava or kava extracts like kavalactones. Germany, France,
Britain, Switzerland, Spain and ltaly, as well as the US have bans or
restricted the sale of kava and other kava-based products.

- Eight Asian governments met here this week under the
auspices of the Basel Convention on the Transboundary Movement of
Hazardous Wastes and Their Disposal to seek solutions fo the growing
deluge of electrical and electronic wastes—popularly known as “e-wastes”.
“A few decades ago, very few families in wealthier countries and
communities owned a personal computer or other electronic devices,"
said Executive Director Klaus Topfer of the United Nations Environment

“Today PCs are becoming widespread in homes and are ubiquitous
throughout the business world and in organisations of every kind. The
emerging issue of e-wastes needs to be tackled urgently as the produc-

A number of Asian countries are generally considered to be the

countres can eam significant income from refurbishing used PCs and

End-of-lfe PCs as wellas printers and other related equipment are

materials. They also often contain hazardous substances such as lead,
cadmium and mercury. Workers in e-waste operations may face danger-
k i standards

ELHI - After 18 years of negotiations to sell advanced Hawk jet
trainers to India, Britain may lose the deal, now worth $600 million, to
competition from the United States. In August, the deal only awaited a

Femandes. The decision was influenced by British Foreign Secretary
Jack Straw’s support for India during the military stand-off between India

gy ly pushed the Hawk deal and pledged
spares for British-built assets in India's armed forces. This supply was
traditionally sourced from the former Soviet Union, now Russia, in order
not to be caught without critical spares in a miltary emergency. But
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee's BJP government favours diversi-

recently announced no mandatory congressional approvals would be
required for arms sales o India less than $40 millon, making way for
fasttrack sales of essential spares. This is a uraround from the bans
and controls imposed after India tested a nuclear device in 1974. (Ps)

ASIA
] R
Tackling e-wastes
L
I a I n Programme (UNEP).
[]
tion and use of PCs continues to rise dramatically,” he said.
main importers of e-wastes generated around the world. Importing
disassembling obsolete PCs, monitors, and circuit boards and then
recovering the gold, copper and other precious metals.
made of highly sophisticated blends of metals, plastics and other
The more sex is concealed, the x whefe healh, safety and
may be compromised. (UNEp)
more teenagers want to know
about it. Hawking arms
R R R R
CHAYANIT POONYARAT their fenceat13. The i
inBANGKOK morerisky, tolad 199D In1993, aWorld Health
o 0)sunvey of 35 final cabinet approval according to Defence Minister George
the Thai capital, pregnancies, STDs. Durex, 161022 that
tearsoff Indeed, “I' year-old Thais polled, 88 percentsaid  sex education in schools did not
thewrapper model  aboutsexat e o and Pakistan.
of a penis to show her male students seeitas ‘dirtytalk’," says 18-year-old  HIV/AIDS butonly 23 percent atan earlier age or more frequently.
i chiam, echoing what used condoms. Rather, the survey showed that early
Sometime many of her i Ithasbeen Last year, HIV/AIDS was the sex education delays the start of
deathamong wal activity, % t
preg Nekombes Tequied  Thaisaged 15 to 24, Health civity among young peopleand fied andis ooking towards the US, Washinglon
i i Bysir -amor ministry figures also reveal 300 to encourages those already sexually
her 23 years of open, well babi bandoned due to seX.
using frank,informal languageand ~ education. Hower, the ministry year. “I have never
slangtoget topped short i not to have se
theall-male vhen thef Cae  actually
O ‘Hand- relationship. Itis to equip our NUCIGar grOWth
Her students also drop by Asurveyin 2_000 conducted l7y ‘book for Teenagers' for children aged children with well-rounded knowledge ISLA

Nakorn's office during breaks, to look
atthe books she has or to have achat
wiith her. For her, that the old-

AD - The Pakistan Atomic Energy Commission (PAEC)
d for I dto

“Thai Rath’,

1
ministry withheld its distribution

X, togil
alternatives,” points out Nakom. “The

‘work in reaching out to youngstersina
country where talk of sex is often taboo.
“Wehave tomeke children feel

Suspecting be behind
the attack on kava, Pacific nations launched a major push this month to
fight the health warning and bans.The Pacific's once lucrative export
tradle has fallen by more than 70 percent,

likewhen
wetalkabout our hunger for food, so
that they feel comfortable inseeking
counselling on sex-related issues,” says
iyothin, who teaches 11°

Kavais the popular name for the plant called piper
Pacific islanders brew the roots and the stem of the plant, which they
mix with water to make both a ceremonial drink and a recreational
beverage. Itis used as a natural medicine to relieve stress, anxiety
andinsomnia. (Ps)

gradestudents, mostof them around
17yearsold

Thetactic she recommendsis to
“speak the same language as students
ind.” There

isnorightor when
talking aboutsex, and every question
needs to be answered, no matter how
private, she insits

Key to her approach in handling
her classis the realisation that Thai
youngstersare trying out sex at earlier
ages these days, and need correct
information about reproductive health,
Thus, Nakorn teachesstudents how to
protect themselves from HIV/AIDS
and other sexually transmitted diseases
(STDs).

Butwhen she first introduced her
up-frontstyle to the school,teachers
and parents retted that the lessons
would encourage premature sexual
experimentation amongstudents
“Children do not need to be taught
aboutsex. They would rather be taught
abouttsethical and moralaspects,”
saysan on-line comment postedona
newswebite here.

But Nakorn believes that alack of

‘newspaper, found that on average, Thai

youngstersare havingsexbetweenthe  becauseof “inappropriate”languageon  more exisconcealed, the more

agesof 141018, birth control, toknow.” ¢ (1ps)
Ever thought of how

for details and bookings:

Kathmandu VaIIeX

looks like from abov

Stop thinking and enjoy a bird’s eye view of the valley from
2010 meters above at Adventure Camp & Country Kitchen
LAKURI BHANJYANG, NEPAL

The resort is just a mere 45 minutes (15 km) scenic drive towards southeast away from the
city (B & B Hospital, Gwarko, Lalitpur). This exclusive property with 15 deluxe mountain safari
tents has a cozy restaurant (that serves Chinese, Continental & Nepali Cuisine) and bar, open
roof-top terraced veranda with magnificent view of the mountain ranges of snowy peaks of
North & North Eastern Himalayas, the breathtaking Bird's Eye view of the ancient four cities
(Kathmandu, Lalitpur, Bhaktapur & Kirtipur) and enjoys a spectacular sunrise and sunset
view. After dusk, shimmering lights below the four cities glow to reveal that you are gazing from
nowhere else but "HEAVEN ABOVE'"
Come for picnics or for a weekend over nights stay with family or friends! Just dial our numbers

& Adventurs Tented Camp and Countbry Kitchen

Tel: 9810-26637, 9810-32785, 418922, ADVENTURE CAMP & COUNTRY KITCHEN
Managed by: Hotel Mount Monastery (P) Ltd.

LAKURI BHANJYANG, Nepal
Email: advcamp@wiink.com.np Website: www.advcamp.com

himdgraphics

uclear plants
commence “soon”, raising concens from green groups. Currently
Pakistan has two nuclear power plants, the 84-megawatt Karachi Nuclear
Power Plant (KANUPP) in Karachi and the 300-megawatt Chashma.
Nuclear Power Plant (CHASNUPP) near Mianwali. PAEC plans to
construct the new plants at the two sites—KANUPP-II and CHASNUPP-
Ji—as part of a national energy sirategy where the nuclear option has a
“firm footing”. Environmentalists are afraid the Chashma plant, which will
draw water from the Chashma-Jhelum link canal and discharge it into the
Indus River, is a serious potential risk in the event of an accident which
could release radioactivity into some of Pakistan’s most heavily popu-
lated and farmed areas. Green groups are particularly perturbed by the
secrecy and non-transparency exhibited by PAEC, and demand public
discussions on the need for greater reliance on nuclear energy. Con-
cerns arise essentially from the fact that PAEC has also been involved in
the development of nuclear weapons. Critics doubt the credibility of the
country’s existing nuclear regulatory body. (IPs)
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“A revolution is no joke.

Chalphal, 24 November B

el ael
Excerpts from an interview with Amrit Bohara of the
CPN (UML)

Will public pressure or a peopleis movement
help correct the faults in the constitution?

A revolution is no joke. Our party would like to
solve the current problem through talks and
understanding, not through violence. People don't
revolt through choice. They do so because of
circumstances, and we don't want to create such a
situation. If people think that is a weakness on our
part, they're wrong. Knowingly or unknowingly, they
should not push us towards a revolution. We've
revolted in the past. We can do it again if the need
arises but a revolution should not be taken lightly.
An aware public can help correct weaknesses in
the constitution. In a way, it's a revolution brought
about by thought. It creates public opinio. As long
as the party workers and party hierarchy don't
understand the party's stand on the present
situation, the public's reaction will remain normal.
We are concentrating on strengthening our organi-
sation and thought. If the situation does not
improve with time and the peoples’ rights are
violated, we won't keep silent. We will mobilise
our party workers to make our point of view clear.
But one has to be careful as a revolution is not
something you play with. It can have serious and
frightening consequences.

What is the partyis view on a constituent assembly?
We are not against the word “constituent assembly". Historically speaking, the Nepal

Failed states

Anga R‘a} Timilsings cnmmemary !
in Kantipur, 24 November

Child soldiersare the latest
casualties of the Maoist violence
that has claimed 7,000 lives. We
seem to be moving closer towards
therank of violence-ridden, failed
states of Africa. The donor commu-
nity is afraid Nepal is falling intoa
vicious low income, low capital, low
production spiral. One can easily
imagine what will happen if the
economic growth rate of apoor
country like Nepal declines to zero.
Ahistory of fail

But

round fdifferent

where s such leadership? If
attempts are made toimpose

political parties and non-political
personalities who have a “clean

‘will readily accept it. The people
aresupreme. Thereis no other
alternative than to seek popular
mandate if we work for the people.

image”.
should be formed on the basis of
suchaconference and that
government should negotiate with
‘the Maoists. Any other step is

likely to be risky for the king.
“Mend ways” “Missing”
Interview of Senior Advocate e g R
Krishna Prasad Bhandari in Nepal Samacharpatra,
Deshanter, 24 November 25 November
AR
Theslogan of i

g
inappropriate when Iqoking anhg

to the US for training related to
Border Security,have gone

anation: they are violence, poverty
and political instability. These three
elements are responsible for pushing
Sierra Leone, Rwanda, Congo and
Afghanistan into “failed state”
status.

Nepal'sdownfall has been
poverty. In the last few decades we
have failed to attain a necessary
growth rate of 5 percent. The future
will almost certainly see an
intensification of the conflict
between the security forces and the
Maoists. Nepalis killing fellow
Nepalis could escalate into a civil
war that traps us in acircle of
violence. Similarly, the political
ambition of the king and the
selfishness and of political parties
areproof enough that Nepal has
already fallen into a period of
ical instability.

communist party was the first to raise the issue of a constituent assembly. A con-
stituent assembly is one of many processes involved in framing a We
formed this constitution through a specific process because after the fall of the Rana
regime the constitution that was formed did not protect the rights the people had
fought for. At that time it was an interim constitution. The situation is different now.
After the 1990 people’s movement, a new constitution was formed based on the
understanding of various revolutionary powers. Apart from some rigidity, it upholds
the fundamental rights of the people. We don't feel this constitution is old and worn
despite the last 12 years and we shouldn't think in this manner. At this time, | think it
is meaningless to dump the constitution and talk about a constituent assembly.

The Maoists say a constituent assembly and an interim government are solutions
to the present crisis. What do you think?

At this point, it is inappropriate to talk about a constituent assembly. I've already
made this clear. So let's leave it at that. People are repeating themselves like parrots
without understanding the circumstances. First, they have to be clear on why we

Pro-public

Maheswor Sharma, Op-ed piece
in Aparanha, 22 November

.
‘There are murmurs that certain
people have deigned to join the
government, but only if the king
corrects his mistakes. In this rather
transparent drama, these people

national and
The Maois

demand up. Neither Indiaand
Chinaare likely to support a call for
arepublic, nor one for an active
monarchy. The ruling Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) in Indiasupports
the Nepali monarchy, but notan
active one.

missing.
officials representing the Royal
Nepalese Army, the Armed Police
Forceand the Nepal Police had
undertaken the two-month
training sponsored by the US
government. Upon its completion,
theofficers returned home minus
ten from the Nepal Police
contingent. Police in the US have
located three “missing” police
officerswho were deported. A
search is on for the rest of the
absconders.

PM or PA?

GhatnaRa Bichar, 27 November
]
The expansion of the cabinet is
said to have been on the
recommendation of the prime
minister, but our sources say his
nominees were, in fact, totally
ignored. Prime Minister
Lokendra Bahadur Chand had
forwarded four names from his
own party, the Rastriya
Prajatantra Party (RPP), on the
morning of 18 November. None
of them were included in the
cabinet expansion announced
later the same day. Sources close
to Chand named the four as Jog
Meher Shrestha, Dipak Bohora,

Bhandari and

publicly i But andinterna-
ambition but privatelyare liningup ~ tional
acushy chair in the cabinet. Their  both the right and the left the Ram Krishna Acharya.

the last 12 years

need a constituent assembly. If the reasons are to strengthen y democ-
racy and the present constitution, or if we require an interim government to hold
polls, then we should think about it. But if the demand for a constituent assembly is
part of a workplan to dump the present constitution and system, then we are not in
agreement.

were responsible for the nation’s
present state of affairs. But instead
of correcting their own mistakes,
they now want the king to
correct his!

Aren’tthese leaders responsible

QUOTE OF THE WEEK

Bureaucracy had a hand in the failure of democracy.

— Sri Kant Regmi, former secretary at the Prime Minister's Office who resigned in protest
of Bimal ' a hatna RaBichar, 27 November
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“If we go round and round at this spot, | am sure we'll end up shaking hands someday.”

Nepal Samacharpatra, 27 November

for forcing
royal move of 4 October? All His
Majesty did was to try to rescue the

impression that they use it to push
their agenda. The Maoist and pro-
palace forces must mend their ways
for the sake of the nation and

iti iliation. Both the

At present, the prime
minister functions more like a
personal assistant. His main
responsibility is to implement

omewhere else.

Maoists and palace want a decisive
‘war, which is not good for the
country.

It'snot feasible to have a
constituent assembly immediately,
butif i

He was told about the expansion
in his own cabinet only a few
minutes prior to the official
announcement. Prime Minister
Chand has been deprived of all

his d K

country d Nothing
stands in the way of these leaders if

they submit to the electoral process
after restoring peace in the country.
For this they must show their

is
endorsed simultaneously by the king
and the people then it will not be
disadvantageous for Nepal. The way
out for the present crisis is to call a

\g powers—he
cannot even transfer or grant
promotions to civil servant. His
rights are confined to posting
non-officer level civil servants.

Unity in di

Hari Roka in Kantipur, 23 November

never b

nation’s education policy. His clear

| )
ZRifaaR
Ang Kaji Sherpa has never been amountaineer despite his heritage. A resident of
he returned 18 years of teaching at
Gorkha High School in Hong Kong. While on awalk in the hills of
| had the totalktohi d ask

I answer was: “Education in our country was

elevant for Nepalis. Our
linked to our environment and did not teach us about our local resources. Thisis
why bikas did not match our needs, and we lagged behind.”

Ang Kaji isawise man. We don’t know what binds us together or what can

tear usapart. Cs

Nepal, we still lack cohesivene

pl ignorant about

those from other

which

the lack of

the Maoist’s Iaﬂ;\ched their “People’s War”, my friend L¢

1990. He thought:
todifferent religions

Years ago, long before
okbandhu questioned
f the minori-

solution” as the

custom

ties,
should be addressed. National unity in its truest sense has yet to materialise. Now, do we wait for an “final
e th

bl

or dowe take ‘| " to

Back at Sundarijal >22

“Nationalism, democracy and

economic development are all linked.”

BP finds solace in a spiritual-religious analysis of his

predicament, and is relieved that he now understands
the nature of the obstacles of his “pilgrimage” in jail.
Newspapers are finally delivered. BP and Ganesh Man
Singh discuss the king’s national day speech, and

examine the role of Tulsi Giri and Surya Bahadur Thap
These paqe_s are from BP's diary written in English from
his jail cell in Sundarijal. Pages from it are serialised in
this space every fortnight.

19 February, 1977

Sundarijal
1/am in a very good mood today. Primariy, this mood was
induced in me by my realisation that | am engaged in some
kind of a great spiritual-religious undertaking, and any undertak-
ing that invites total dedication to the point of death is a
spiritual undertaking and that in such work ...all inds of
frustrating encounters a man has to face. | am doing the same.
My mental weakness that used to assail me, despair that used to
grip me, they are all evidence of obstacles to the spiritual
progress. Buddhism speaks of the temptations of mara, these
assaults of mara are conquered in the mind, or you cannot
accomplish any great undertaking. When this realisation dawned
upon me yesterday | felt relieved and became normal. Mental
torture that this segregated incamation s infiicting on me which
sometimes makes me sink into the darkened depth of despair is
a part of the suffering which | must undergo to fulflthe great
objective—which is about a spirtual objective—that | have set
before me. Now | understand the nature of obstacles to the
progress of a pilgrimage which | am set upon.

I washed some clothes and bathed. Didn't massage my body
vith o, which has become my practice before bath since I came
here. Bathed in plain water under a running tap. | think | am
taking a bath today after 4 or 5 days. Sushila will pucker her
nose when she hears this. She used to force me to take regular
bath and change clothes everyday. Here | do whatever pleases
me, but | always remember Sushila. | keep gazing on a photo of
her which | have pasted on the cover of this diary. She is so full
of lfe even in this tiny and slightly overexposed photo that her
eyes seem to speak to me. Sometimes | think through the play
of light, she looks sad, sometimes a litle aged, and gloomy,
and sometimes a ltle down, but most of the time she s
delicately smiling, just a suspicion of a smile that lights up her
whole countenance. Every time | become sentimental to look at
the picture and sometimes my eyes moisten with emotion. I
only she could know this—know how deeply in love | am. | hope
and pray she s all right and is not over-worried on my score.

We again asked the major to tell the people responsible for
detaining us here—the major pleads his lack of authority—to
arrange for interviews. GM wants to know what happened o his.
daughter who will have to go to Dareeling for her studies. The
major, as usual, promises o convey our insistence on regular
interviews to the higher authorities

Today the idea of a hunger strike for some basic right of
prisoners is agitating my mind. Every time when | am arrested in
Nepal | have to fast for a certain right, | fasted for two days
during Mohan SS's [Mohan Sumshere Rana] time and for 13
days in Mahendra's time. Perhaps | will have to go on hunger
strike in Birendra's time also. | am not in a hurry, but the idea is
constantly in my mind today. Since it may be the end of me, |
don't want to undertake it light-heartedly. Moveover, | have to
finish writing my autobiography and the history of the Nepali

Congress. | have started writng the history of the NC. It may take

El

UNTERS by MEGH RANJANI RAI

Mother Nepal

She struggles as she always has, not
expecting any help.

secccscssssessscssssssssesssesssee

pl ntain

Havingsslid through the polished lounge, past plastic palm trees
giving a virtual desert ambience, muted lights, and sinking into a bed
no less bouncier than an Olympic trampoline, | feel a tinge of guilt
and worry.

Many Nepalis seem willing to have US military help to wage war,
‘what happened to our self-reliance, our sincerity and integrity, our
trademark generosity of spirit? Where are the development pundits?
Where are the gender experts analysing the desperately more desperate
situation of Nepali women, now caught in conflict?

Istand on the podium and look at the sea of faces: government
officials, scientists, researchers, development workers, diplomats.

We are here to discuss marginal farmers. | feel dizzy with the sheer

The steril

T hey say the Grand Hyatt in Mussoorie is a “7-star” hotel. It s
for

more than a month. It may even take three months.
may take another two months. Then | have got to write short articles
on Nepal's poltcs. Then | am thinking of writing a novel on the
sociopoliical situation as it obtained on the eve of the 1950
revolution and thereater. Therefore, | am not in a hurry.

20 February

Sundarial
Today, after a lapse of four days we got the two papers that are
supplied to us. We read with interest the king's speech on the
occasion of the National Day. He didnt come to Kathmandu from
Dhankuta for the occasion, effectively the importance

enormity of the challenge.
irrelevant. I sound like the mad monk, as | talk of conflict that pushes
the marginalised even more to the periphery.

We know the definitions, of course: someone or something on the
periphery, debarred from receiving benefits to
their status. In the case of land, we could simply understand it as “not
fertile enough for profitable farming”.

Aspects of marginality in mountain areas are marked by poor

degraded f natural

g ol
resources such as forests,

population growth and

fragil

of the day. The usual practice was that the king took the salute from
the miltary detachments, students, youth and others and reviewed
tableaux and floats. Guns would boom in celebration of the day. But
this year no such function took place. The king made his statement
before a gathering in Dhankita. His speech appears to be some kind
of a reply to our stand—ie, to the statement that | made on arrival
here—whose main theme was that nationalism in today’s context
couldn' be divorced from democracy. The king reiterates this
position of ours, but adds that his system is a democratic system.
The main point in my statement was that if nationalism can't be

democracy, so also o 'tbe sustained
without speedy economic development with socialstc orientation.
The king also put emphasis on development withour, of course,
suggesting that the development should have egalitarian orienta-
tion. Giri (PM)'s [Tulsi Giri's] speech on the occasion appeared to be:
a laboured performance—a it diffcult, the language very heavy
which is not the character of his language and style. An ineresting
development seems to be the reference of Surya Bahadur Thapa
whois now all outin support ofthis system and of the leadership of
the king. In my considered opinion he was India's agent when he was
PM and quite Sometime aftenwards too. t seems he has changed his
loyalty from India to the king. Perhaps he is in the Q—one among
many candidates angling for king's favour to replace Gir.

(G thinks that the speech of the king refers to our stand, and is
in preparation of the ground for a dialogue with us. | am not so
hopeful. GM says that he was not hopeful of the late king's positive
response, in the present stuation which is not very favourable for
the king, he is hopeful of a favourable response from the king.
am not so sure.

Read for some time, wrote a few pages. | am totally issatisfied
with the qualiy of my witing. | am writing a history of the NC and |
seem to wander over wider fields in a rambling fashion rather than
concentrate on the central points and progressive development and
clarifcation of the ideals and objectives of NC in course of ts
history. NC has developed both organisationally and ideologically
as it progressed meeting one challenge after another in the
changing situation of the country.

Got a penholder from the market for which permission was
granted. | am witing this with the new pen

g
systems. Within all this,

the women are “doubly

marginalised” by social

discrimination and

increasing workload.

Today, they are
“triple marginalised” by a
conflict that is making
life of a mountain woman
in Nepal even more
difficult. Besides the
increased hardships and
lack of food, there is
bereavement, families
torn asunder and
migration isolating her
and forcing her to fend
for herself. From only
“worrying about™
providing for her family,
she has now become sole provider. She is not just a contributor of
labour to mountain farming systems, she is the only one left to take
care of the young and the elderly.

Impacted male migration has cleared the villages of able-bodied
men. Male migration left women to manage the best they could, but
the hope remained that the household family income would be
supported by remittances. Today, men are migrating to get away from
forced recruitment by the insurgents, or to escape the security forces.
They haven't migrated for jobs, they have run for their lives. Women
are forced to take over the men’s chores as well: ploughing fields,

irrigation canals, pt y forests, and
selling produce.

And the conflict restricts development aid that was targeted at
‘making womens' lives better: capacity building, empowerment, micro-
credit and, as last resort, food for work. Mother Nepal is struggling as
she always has against overwhelming odds, not expecting any help. ¢
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Jatra Ma Music Jam: Acoustic sounds by The Strings, 29 November. Win beers and
free tickets to 1974 AD concert, at Jatra Restaurant & Bar, Chaksibari, Thamel. Contact 211010

ABOUT TOWN

FESTIVALS AND EXHIBITIONS
“ In Search Towards Freedom: Painting exhibition by Purmima Yadav at NAFA Art Gallery,
Naxal. 26 November-5 December.
% French Film Festival organised by Alliance Frangaise of Kathmandu,
dedicated to the portrayal of women in French cinema. 29 November:
La Vie Revee des Anges (Dream life of Angels) 5PM. 30 November:
Venus Beaute (Venus Beauty) 1PM, Le Blue des Villes (The Blue of the
Cities) 3.15 PM, La Dilettante 5.15 PM. 1 December: Haut le Couers
(Chin Up) 1PM, Rien a faire (Nothing to do) 3.15 PM, Love Me 5.15 PM.
Tickets at French Embassy, Alliance Francaise or half an hour before
the show at the venue, the Russian Cultural Centre.
% Kathmandu International Mountain Film Festival 2002 53 films from
23 countries. Russian Cultural Centre from 5-8 December. Tickets at
Mandala Book Point, Kantipath, Suwal Music ‘n Movies, Lazimpat, Saraswati Bookstore,
Pulchowk, and Himal Association, Patan Dhoka. www.himalassociation.org/kimff

EVENTS

< Meditation for the lazy and the inspired: Wayne Amtzis followed by Sunita Mishra
performing classical music (vocal) 5-6.30 PM on 29 November. Free entry. Lymph Drainage
Class with Joanna Claire. 9-10AM on 27 November, 4 December. Rs 100. Yoga with Carolyn
Boch. 8-10 AM on 30 November. Free. Venue for all events: Everest Book House, Baber
Mahal Revisited. 253337

* Fulbright Alumni Association Nepal's Annual General Assembly Meeting at USEF Nepal/

American Centre, Gyaneshwor. 4PM on 4 December. Registration: 3:30 PM on . Confirm by

1 December at faan1991@yahoo.com

Pass the Butler The Sterling Club HAMS presents Eric Idle's comedy at the British Embassy

Hall. 7PM from 5-7 December. Tickets: Rs 800 (inludes dinner). Proceeds to the AWON

Scholarship Fund. 410583

* AWON Holiday Bazaar Gift items, children's games, food and drink. 10AM-5PM, 7 December.

Entry: Rs 50, free for under 12s. Hyatt Regency, Kathmandu.

Summit Christmas Bazaar Textiles, wood carvings, ceramics and barbeque. 4-9PM,13

December. Free entry. Summit Hotel. 521810

% Christmas Canapés and Entertaining cooking demonstrations by Chef Thomas Kilroy
followed by sumptuous lunch with wine. Rs 850. 10.30 AM on 30 November at 1905,
Kantipath. kilroy@wlink.com.np. 225272

Music

< Maya Centre of Performing Arts presents a jam session of the greats at Moksh (inside
Club Hardic). 8PM till late on 29 November. Free entry. Moksh, Sanepa. 528703

< Live music by Catch 22, Friday nights at the 40,000 % ft Bar, Rum Doodle Restaurant,
Thamel. 414336

DRINKS

< The Coffee Shop Hotel de 'Annapurna for world class coffees from Kenya, Brazil and
Colombia.

< Paddy Foley's Irish Pub Live music on Wednesday, Thursday and Sunday nights. 416096.

FOOD

Multi Cuisine at Nanglo's Deli, relocated to Durbar Marg. 224707

Wood fired pizzas, cocktails and coffee at the Roadhouse Café,

Thamel. 260187, 426475

< Winter weekend barbeque lunches, poolside at Godavari Village
Resort from 30 November. 560675

% A Taste of Africa 7PM till late, 30 November. Dinner and dance:
Rs 699 per person. 535290

% Barbecue at the Terrace, Hyatt Regency Kathmandu. Rs 550 plus
taxes. 7PM-10PM. Complimentary entrance to Rox Bar. 491234

GETAWAYS

+ The Great Godavari Getaway weekend packages including room with breakfast and dinner,
25 percent discount on health club faciiies. Godavari Village Resort. 560675

« Birdwatching, short hikes, writing 30 minutes from Kathmandu at Shivapuri National Park
Rs 1,850 per person with dinner and breakfast, Rs 925 per child 5-14 years Shivapuri
Heights Cottage, www, 2nepal.com. Email: com

[For incusion i te fising send information to ediors@nepalmes com |

NEPALI WEATHER by NGAMINDRA DA

The remarkable feature in the satellte pictures we have
been following of the subcontinent this week has been
this cyclonic circulation over the Bay of Bengal. It was
headed our way, but the westerly jet stream has now
pushed it away rapidly towards Burma. However, looming
over the horizon is another couple of frontal systems
over Iran and Afghanistan. They wil bring high fast-
moving cloud cover which will quickly pass. The cyclone
has left some residual moisture which could manfest
itself in clouds. Expect lower day temperature, and
slightly elevated night temperatures

KATHMANDU VALLEY
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BOOKWORM

Challenging Untouchability: Dalit Initiative and Experience from Kamataka
Simon R Charsley and GK Karnath eds;
SagePubhcaﬂumlndla 1908

T“ I important effort situation o the Daltsand
! realities. Contribi rural
study their efforts at i ti ity of Dalit thew

contribution to Indian society.

Dalits and the democratic revolution: Dr Ambedkar and the Dalit movement
in colonial India
Gail Omvedt
Sage Publications, 1994

Rs44
Omvedt focuses on Andhra Pradesh, Maharashtra and Karnataka to trace the history of the
Dalit movement fvom the 19" ‘century to the death of BR Ambedkar. Her original material is
basedona factoring in gender, Itconcen-
trates exclusively on the colonial period.

Growing up untouchable in India: A Dalit autobigraphy Vasant Moon
Gail Omvedt trans,
Vistar Publications, 2001

00

Rs4(
“Thefirstofitskind to be published in English, Moon's autobiography reveals acomplex,
tich here Dali ity wi
striving toshed theirsense of inferiority. It includesan account of BR Abdedkar and Dalit
conversionsto Buddhism,

Courtesy: Mandala Book Point, Kantipath, 227711, mandala@ccsl.com.np

CLASSIFIED

Give yourseltthe gift of Reflexology !
email: buddhasfeet o ring 425-931

applying to colleges and grad schools,
learn how to write the application essays to
honestly impress the admissions commit-
tees so that your chances of getting
admissions and financial aid become
higher.

“The art of crafting the application essays”
A presentation by: Ashutosh Tiwari, a
Harvard graduate, and friends. Register at
GAA(414-785)before space runs out. Place:
GAA Hall, Thamel Date: Sunday, Decem-
ber 8° Time: 11 am-1 pm Fee: Rs 500 per
person (Proceeds will be donated to the
GAA and a charity)

Visit Ground Zero Fine wines, designer candles,
cards, exclusive Nepali paper products,

silver jewellery, wooden items, perfumes and more.
Darbar Marg, opposite Hotel de fAnnapuma

Naked Chef - Room, breakast, dinner package .
program NRs.1440 or US$19 :
Tel: 413628/680006 .
Are you Serious about studying n the USA? :
Ifso, before you spend thousands of rupees :

For insertions ring NT Marketing at 543333-36.

0les In the Himalaya =

SRADDHA BASNYAT
inPOKHARA

golfersarestepping up tothe.

biggest golf event of the year, the
Surya Nepal Masters. This four-day
event, thatends 30 Novemberat the

E venin Nepal, young, talented

swing, Eleven professionelstook part

Gokarna Forest Golf Resort, is part of
if Associa-
tion (IPGA) tour. Itisalso the only

pal
Wiestern Of i

Y OppX ty for many Nepali

Pokhara's scenic Himalayan Golf
Coursewhich has been described
asone of the most vertical courses
inthe world,

“Whatit lacksin refinement, it
‘makes up for in character,” quipped
oneplayer. Nepalipro, Ramesh
Nagarkoti, won the Pokharaevent.

O

international event.

Major Ram Bahadur Gurung,
chairman of the Himalayan Golf
Course here, gives full credit to Surya
Nepal. “I cannot think of any other

has doneso

percap\laman back-packer travellers.

tourin the hope of
game. However, they soon found

th

theywere not

IfC

sustain their

natural beauty is stupendous,” he says.

that

Here, they are so busy mach\:\’g.
at yyal Nepal Golf Club th

metitsmarkin golf. they practice. Itis
Deepak difficult andgolf
golfatagefive. He ispassionateabout  equipmentisexpensive. While
thesport that hewas goit
ableto turn hishobby intoa seteach year, Nagarkoti has been
profession. He has played on' the using his current set for eight years.
Indian tour directorof Le
Waorld Cup, top Gokama
Forest Golf!
C puts “Nepal on
Alexander Cezkafr
Like most y
however, Acharyacannot makinga istestimony to this.
“Nepal’

income by coaching. “Itis tough to be

and top amateurs get a chance to

pal. People feel
golfi butwhen more

P h the region’s best

people play, the expense decreases,”
headds, “If the tour comes we can

playersonan
standard golf course on their
home turf.

of courses, very
als, and mostimportantly, thereare
notenough opportunities.” Itis

inNepal.” Tl hi forward,”
TaklngpamnGnkamaare past  Sachdev told us. And whata
Uttam Singh fantastic wa pal,

Mundyand Feroze Ali. Leading

100. Says Sachdev
“Along with a full week of press
I

cultivate local professionals. One of the
organisersof the Pokharaevent,
Shrinivas Baniya of Surya, says the
group’smain role s to promote
Nepali professionalsand give them
anopportunity to competeinan
international event.
Aseventmanagers, Tiger Sports
Marketing of India has been helping
thelest

‘much forgolf developmentin Nepal,”
hetold us. However, Surya Nepal had

three years. “Hatsoffto Surya Nepal,”
says Joy Chakravarti of Tiger Sports.

yaNepal, the

“Golfisnot

Whatt

participation whilegiving Nepeli

pnpu\ar in Nepa\ ﬁys Rabi Raj Aryal

The acclaimed director Sam Mendes directs
‘Tom Hanks (Michael Sullivan) and Paul
Newman (John Rooney) in Road to Perdition,
a Depression-era crime thriller, based on a
novel by Max Allan Collins. Hanks departs
from his usual wholesome roles to play a hit
man for the Irish mob in Chicago who is bent
on revenge after the death of his beloved
wife and son. Expect a lot of good versus
evil conflict around the themes of family,
loyalty and betrayal. The straightforward
storyline is complimented by stunning
visuals, great direction and acting worthy of
the Oscars. 119 minutes.

Road to Perdition

JAINEPAL CINEMA

12 noon, 3PM, 6PM
Telephone booking: 442220
Online booking

i jainepal.com

FM102.4
Mon-Fri ~ 0615-0645  BBC World Today
Sat 0615-0645  BBC Reporting Religion
Sun 0615-0645 BBCAgenda
Daily 2045-2115  BBC gkfnlL ;Jf
Daily 2245-2300  BBC gkinl ;Jf
Sun-Fri  0740-0800 Ps}5q\ -/]80f] kigsf_
Sun-Fri 0800-0830  8anl -Ijifout cit/Iquof
Sun-Fri 2000-2030 cfhsf s/f -;d;fdlos Ijifodf ax;_
Sat 0800-0830  zflét cleofg
Sat 1930-2000 cfrf/ ljrt/ -e|6frf/1j?4 ;xsfo{
Sat 2000-2030 s%gllts d~r
Radio Sagarmatha
PO. Box 6958, Bakhundole, Lalitpur, Nepal
Tel: ++977-1-545680, 545681, Fax: ++ 977-1- 530227
E-mail org, org

of SuryaNepal. *

in
Nepal.” He thinks Nepal should
further entice golf tourists, since they

Nepali pro, Dipak Thapa Magaris
g

coverage, the

place tovisit.” ¢

>

alive & cooking

GRAPHICSTATION
HIGH QUALITY T-SHIRT PRINTER

ok st 5005039
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INTEGRAL

KHICHAPOKHARI, TEL: 222539; BISHAL BAZAR - Shop no. 29, New Road, Tel: 221971,
Bluebird Department Store - Tripureshwor; Tel : 228333 Ext. 5418; Durbar Marg-Tel: 242821 _problem:

e also at
DURBAR MARG

in front of Wimpy)
The most convenient
hoping place

from parking
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Under My Hat

by Kunda Dixit

Ruth foratest-drive on his new motorcycle.

Whilezooming downhill from Maharajgunj he
hita pothole at about 90 kmph and Ruth got thrown
offthe back. So he drove on ruthlessly.

Asmany of us have observed, there area lot of
other motorcyclists also driving around ruthlessly
right here in the nation’s capital where they area
threat to thelifeand limb of innocent civilians. The
questionis: what are the concerned higher-up

T here isaguy we knowwho took his girlfriend

doabout this?

Hint: one way to stop this menace is to ask
drivers caught speeding to write “I will not drive
ruthlessly” 25 times on the blackboard. That should
dothe trick.

Disciplined driving needs constant reminders for
drivers through roadside slogans, and here 'mafraid
we lag far behind a certain neighbouring country
which has set up large and imaginative billboards
along accident-pronestretches of their roads that
read: “Thisisa highway, nota runway”, “Be gentle
with my curves”, “Better late than forever”, “Road
getswetwhen it rains”, “In the land of the lama,
don'theagama”, or “Drive slow, avoid turnover”.
Herein Kathmandu, things haven't.
yetwhere we have to write haikus to enforce road
discipline. We should just stick to 10+2 simple easy-
to-grasp trafficsigns like the following:

Go around Tundikhel three times
before you figure out a way to take
the correct lane for Tripureswor at
Bhadrakali roundabout.

Caution: Fishermen at Tin Kune
Aquaculture Farm, don't
create waves.

A

®

Warning: Look out for garbage falling
from fourth-loor window.

Two suspicious objects on the road.
Call Interpol.

Potholes on road. Swerve to avoid.

No urinating here 8AM-4PM
on weekdays

Sign at airport parking lot.

Bank robbery in progress. Medium-
built gentleman and short female
perpetrator both dressed in black
running towards getaway car.
Give way.

Caught using your mobile?
Pay baksheesh not
exceeding this amount to
officer on duty.

Yipee! Someane who knows where to
cross the street!

Look Out: Motorcyclistdriving
ruthlessly.

Enough of this nonsense. Back to work.
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For more details:
log onto www.carlsberg.com.np and win free tickets
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