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wo years ago, Surya Lama
decided to send his daughter
Nisha away to a circus in India.

The middleman promised she would
earn IRs 100 a day and go to school.

Today, Nisha is among 30 Nepali
girls who disappeared from The
Great Roman Circus at Karnelganj
near Lucknow, and Surya is in
custody with three other parents at
the Gonda police station. One of the
circus girls who managed to escape,
14-year-old Nita Lama, is also in
police detention.

Inside the police station in Gonda
on Thursday, Nita caught me by the
hand and wouldn’t let me go. “Take
me home with you, take me back to
Nepal,” she wept. Nita’s mother,
Thulimaya, is in shock and can’t
speak.

While the Nepali parents are in
custody, the circus owner, Fateh
Khan and his son Reza Khan drive
around Lucknow openly carrying
firearms and have threatened Nisha
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and the Nepalis inside the station.
The parents of the girls

approached the Nepal Child Welfare
Society (NCWS) in Butwal, which
had rescued 29 Nepali boys and girls
from a circus in Kerala in April. The
society asked Indian child rights
activist Kailash Satyarthi of the
Bachpan Bachao Andolan for help.

When police raided the circus to
rescue the girls on 15 June, it was
clear the owner had been tipped off.
Goons with iron rods started beating
up the activists and parents. Reza
Khan brandished a pistol in full view
of tv cameras. The police just stood
by while the girls were bundled
away. Except Nisha, none have been
seen since.

Two other parents, Bishnu-
kumari and Janak Lama are on
hunger strike at the state assembly
in Lucknow, demanding to be reunited
with their daughters. Satyarthi, who
got a knife wound in his head, has
abandoned his hunger strike

because of threats.
The District Court in Gonda has

ruled that Nisha’s parents can take
her away only after paying a IRs
50,000 bond. Says Khem Thapa of
the NCWS: “Parents are being
forced to buy back their own
daughters.”

On Sunday, Uttar Pradesh Labour
Minister Kaushal Kishore told us: “I’m
on the case, I’ll allow the girls to go
back with their guardians and I’ll get
circus licenses revoked.” It doesn’t
look like these instructions have been
passed down to the police in Gonda.

In the few minutes some of the
parents got to see their daughters
during the raid last week, the girls
related horrifying tales of sexual
exploitation, rape and beatings.
Testimonies reveal the circus also
operated a paedophile ring. The girls
were forced to service policemen
and state officials.

“The circus has full protection of
the police and the state machinery,”

Kailash Satyarthi told us. He
estimates there are 1,500 Nepali
minors and teenagers working in
circuses in India, where many are
virtual sex slaves.

At the police station, Surya Lama
is full of remorse for what he made
his daughter go through. “It is all my
fault, I am a sinner,” he says breaking
down. “I’m never going to let anyone
else in my village make the same
mistake I did.” ��
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some favours from Nepal in a
quid pro quo manner. Little did
Big Brother notice that the fire
had already spread to its own
house. Now it may be too late.
There is a lesson here for babus
in South Bloc. Please reread
your Ramayana.

SN Singh, email
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Hasta Gurung in ‘Crying over
spilt milk’ (#199) reports dairy
farmers in Chitwan dumping
100,000 litres of milk because
bandas prevented them from
taking it to market. Ok, I’m French
and partial to cheese, but I am
appalled that all that milk was
wasted and not turned into local
cheese which I have been
making in Chitwan. Just shows
that the only sustainable
revolution is through education.
For cheese making, all you need
is a canvas bag, an acquired
taste for cheese and access to
a market. This easy recipe will
keep for over 10 days without a
fridge or even a cool place.

��Your editorial, ‘Nepali
dystopia’, laments the conditions
of a failed state in Nepal. Our
neighbour, India has finally
awakened from a deep
Kumbakarna-like slumber to notice
the Maoist support network in the
Indo-Gangetic plains. The Maoists
have now become a security
threat to the Indians because the
Naxalite and tribal belts have even
greater, if not the same, inequality,
exploitation, poverty and
entrenched caste discrmination as
Nepal. Ironically, the Nepali
Maoists have become a  ‘shining
path’ for disenchanted Indians in
Bihar, West Bengal, Jharkand to
Andhra Pradesh.

India already deals with
Islamic militant infiltration from
Kashmir. It does not need a
peasant-proletarian revolution
sprouting at its doorstep.

Nepal is much more porous
than Kashmir. It is quite mysterious
why the Indian authorities did not
nip the Maoist supply and
activities in their area in the bud.
India probably wanted to extract

Here’s how: Let your milk go
sour, empty the whey (feed
your pigs), mix the curd with
lots of salt, cut garlic, add herbs
to taste. Pour in clean canvas
bag, hang out to drip in airy
room. The cheese will be ready
for consumption next morning.
This is the recipe for the famous
Boursin cheese, which comes
in small round cardboard boxes,
wrapped in foil, flavoured with
garlic, pepper or herbs. It can
be sold at attractive prices to
trekkers and other tourists.

Alternatively you can let it
dry, spread out in the sun under
a net. This will keep even
longer. You can also keep it in
glass jars filled with brine
(salted water) or veg oil with
chillies for conservation, this
will give you excellent feta to
eat with your salads. Feta’s
sharp, salty flavor—often
referred to as tangy—and
crumbly texture make it  a
popular addition to mixed
salads. It is often cut into cubes
and served with bread and
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ith all the political posturing, haggling and grandstanding
going on these days, it is easy to lose sight of the future. The
partisan interests of the competing powers are hopelessly

tangled.
But it wouldn’t be an over-simplification to say that the bottom line is

how much power the king should have. And since the king derives some
of his supremacy from control over the Royal Nepali Army, that is the
crux of the issue. The ‘constituent assembly’ demand is just a code word
for overhauling this status quo even though none of those who seek it
seem clear about what kind of assembly it should be and how to cobble
one together. What can such a body do that can’t be achieved by
reworking the existing constitution?

Civil society is understandably enthusiastic about a constituent
assembly because it sees that as a way to get the Maoists to the
negotiating table. Sections of the Girija Congress and the splinter left in
the anti-‘regression’ agitation are veering towards it. The Maoists are
waging a ‘people’s war’ and Baburam Bhattarai says (p16) he’ll settle for
a constituent assembly for now.

It is clear that this isn’t a fight for a share of the pie. All three sides
want the whole pie. That is not the way a solution can be found.

It would be foolish to assume that the king and the army are going to
voluntarily relinquish their traditional dominance over the polity. But it
does look like the longer they resist reform, the more intractable this
crisis will be. The only sensible way is for the political parties and the
palace to coexist and pave the way for peace, elections and
constitutional reform. There is a way to convince the Maoists to join the
head table. Call it a constituent assembly or whatever.

The tool kit is here. We know how to use it. Let’s fix it.
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In ‘Nepali dystopia’ (Editorial,
#201) you have painted a rather
depressing doomsday scenario
for Nepal in two year’s time. At
the rate at which things are
going from bad to worse, I
would say that we have even

less time than that for your
dystopia to be realised. The
powers that be must read your last
sentence, ‘What use is power if
there is no country left to exercise
it in?’

Gautam K Maskey,
Thapathali

GUEST COLUMN
Dipak Gyawali
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eepak Bajracharya had his
first public performance at
14, and recalls stepping on

stage feeling calm and collected.
Sixteen years later, he is still cool
and confident as he emerges as
one of the freshest and most
creative young voices in the Nepali
music scene.

Deepak didn’t get there by
fluke. He worked hard, learning
classical vocals and taking lessons
in western classical guitar. But
when Deepak finished college,
his parents thought it would be
better for him to take up the
family business. So he dabbled in
handicraft, tried his hand at wood
carving and even opened a shop
in Thamel. But somewhere in
the back of his head
the sound of music

����������	�
��
was always calling him.

On a visit to Japan, it suddenly
dawned on Deepak why Nepalis
were not making progress in
modern music. “It wasn’t enough to
be able to sing, you had to
understand music,” he says. He
returned to Nepal determined to set
up a facility for aspiring musicians
to have a proper academic
approach.

Deepak’s Royal
Tone Academy is a

non-profit institution
that ploughs fees
back to students for

materials. It has become a gathering
place for young Nepali musicians,
where they learn notes, rhythm and
timing. It is a holisitic approach to
music, including everything from
skill development and recording to
stage presence and presentation.

His own music has evolved.
Today, fans swing their hips to
Deepak’s unique fusion of Latin
rhythms and Nepali beats. “Music is
about waves, not bound to any
language. The trick is to find the
right wave that’s appealing to the
human ear,”  he explains. Deepak is
working on his seventh album, an
exclusive compilation of Anita
Khadka’s lyrics.

As Kodak brand ambassador
he will donate Rs 1 from each of
his new album sold to the Nepal
Cancer Relief Society. Kodak
donates an additional Rs 2 from
each film roll developed to cancer
patients. Why cancer? “Nepal has
treatment, but it is too expensive
for most people. The money we
raise goes to who needs it most,”
he says.

When he is not in the studio,
Deepak and his 4-year-old
daughter Cherisa are likely to be
found splashing about in a
swimming pool. Other things may
come up, but he says one fact will
always stay the same: “Music is
everything to me and I want to
encourage future musicians.” ��
(Sraddha Basynat)
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MIN BAJRACHARYA



� 25 JUNE - 1 JULY 2004 ����������

HERE AND THERE
Daniel Lak
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Secretary of Defence Robert S McNamara
and General Westmoreland, Vietnam
Assistance Command Commander, talks with
General Tee on condition of the war in
Vietnam, 1965. (National Archives)

An ‘improved’ kiln in Imadol
(left) spews out as much
pollution as the old variety.
Farmers in Bhaisepati
(above)readying their fields
for paddy plantation this
week.
Anti-kiln activist Maheswor
Neupane of Jhaukhel and
kiln-owner Tek Bahadur
Lakhaju (right, far right).
The vertical shaft kiln
(below) gives off almost no
smoke.
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he changing land-use pattern
in the Valley is evident on the
outskirts of Kathmandu and

Lalitpur as more and more land is
devoured by urban sprawl.

The remaining arable land is
increasingly turned into clay mines
to supply brick kilns. Farmers are
leasing their land to these kilns, and
in the process are losing the fertility
of their topsoil. Degradation of land
quality is a virtually irreversible
process and the soil never gets back
its fertility.

The 120 brick kilns in the Valley
erode the topsoil completely, and
what the farmer gets back at the end
of the lease is a large pit devoid of
any agricultural value. Brick kilns run
mostly from December to June, and
the farmer is paid the equivalent of
a wheat harvest in the area being
leased. Most brick kilns close down
during the monsoon when the land
reverts back to paddy cultivation.

At the Chun Devi Ita Bhatta in
Bhaktapur, supervisor Shivshankar
Yadav boasts that his kiln occupies
90 ropani of land and bakes five
million bricks every season.

The farmer is compensated
160kg of wheat priced at Rs 11 per kg
for every season his land is leased.
What is not factored into the calcu-

lation is that in one year, the farmer
will have lost 220cm of his priceless
and irreplaceable topsoil.

Nir Kumar Shrestha, a farmer in
Bhaisepati reckons he has lost nearly
two metres of his topsoil in the past
four years after he leased his field
to the SK Chimney Bhatta. “My land
had become useless for wheat, but
after hauling loads of compost and
manure, I manage to salvage the
paddy,” Nir Kumar says.

The farmer’s traditional risk-
averse nature is overruled by the
promise of windfall gains, opening
them and their soil to exploitation
by the brick kiln owners. The cash in
hand is too tempting, and many can’t
afford to think of the longterm con-
sequences.

At Jhaukhel in Bhaktapur, 78-
year-old Gyan Bahadur Suwal is
ploughing his 5.5 ropani of land
all by himself. For the past 12
years, he has been renting out his
land to Jay Dibyaswori Ita Bhatta and
his field is now four metres below the
surrounding land. The kiln owners
don’t always level off the land before
they leave, and even if they do it
doesn’t bring back the lost fertility.

Gyan Bahadur remembers when
his land gave him 480kg of paddy
with just organic fertiliser. Today, the

same field produces only 180kg, and
even this with lots of hard work haul-
ing fertilisers. Gyan Bahadur has
also seen his vegetable crop go
down and his profit margin is now
nil. It actually makes more sense to
lease his land for Rs 3,500 for six
months to the brick kiln owner. Almost
everyone in Jhaukhel these days
sells off their top soil to the brick
business, and those who don’t find
their property sitting high and dry
above the surrounding fields.

The relationship between envi-

ronment and development in
Kathmandu Valley is inverted and
the environmental stresses are
contributing to underdevelopment
and poverty. One of the basic
causes of poor land management
is poverty, but its consequence is
ever-deeping poverty. To get out of
this vicious cycle, land use
alternatives must be reconciled with
demographic pressure. And this can
only happen if the farmers have
insurance against crop failure and
other sustainable alternatives�

�������� ��	
����

Gyan Bahadur Suwal in Jhaukhel ploughing his field to plant paddy this
week (top), a part of his field is now four metres below the surrounding land
because of topsoil extraction by a brick kiln.
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At about the time the Maoists were
issuing a statement on Sunday that
they had killed Pritam Pandey and
six others in Pipara, an angry
Pandey was giving us a phone
interview. “They will never get me,”
he shouted, “they should go after
the bandits who are sucking the
villagers dry.” He continued: “We
have nothing against the Maoists,
we are against khaobadis who rob
the people. Why are they protecting
the robbers?” Pritam Pandey had
fled to India with his gunmen after
receiving information that the
Maoists were targeting him. “We will
exact revenge for the killings,” he
vowed. “We are preparing to launch
an even more terrible attack against
them.” Pritam Pandey claims to
have AK47s, shot guns and a whole
lot of bombs. He also says he can
easily buy more assault rifles in
India. “These murders will make us
stronger. They will give birth to
hundreds of anti-Maoist supporters,”
he added, warning journalists not
to call him a dacoit.
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A solar-powered water purification system has been
chosen by the EU’s Commissioner of the Environment for
an International Cooperation Award, saying it has
‘massive potential’ to battle water-borne diseases,
particularly in remote areas in the developing world.

Called Naiade, the units are manufactured by the
Dutch firm Nedap and was developed by a 62-year-old
specialist in ultraviolet technology, Dick van Dijk.
Prototypes are being used and tested in Ghana, Brazil,
Turkey and India. An Indian company is presently
identifying suitable sites for setting up the Naiade
system.

Contaminated water from a river or pond is poured into the Naiade.
After passing through two filters, the water is run through the UV unit
powered by the solar panel that can produce enough pure water per day
to satisfy the average drinking-water needs of a community of 250-300
with 2,500 litres a day. The unit costs just under $4,000 and if 80
percent of the price is borne by NGOs, the local community can pay for
the rest with a soft credit program. “The locals must have a stake in the
system, that is better for everyone,” says Van Dijk. www.nedapnaiade.com

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○
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Work on a new building for Dharan’s Mahendra Multiple Campus started
with outgoing Indian ambassador to Nepal, Shyam Saran, laying the
foundation stone on 22 June. The Indian government has sanctioned Rs
25.91 million for the classroom block, teachers’ rooms, library hall and
furniture. The campus student roll of over 4,000 students from Sunsari,
Morang, Saptari, Dhankuta and the Purbanchal hills will benefit from the
building, which is to be called Nepal Bharat Maitri Bhawan to symbolise
of Nepal-India ties.

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○
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Manakamana cable car will resume its
operation by the weekend after Maoists
damaged one of the towers, sources within
the company told us. The service to the
popular pilgrimage destination near Gorkha
stopped after the security forces said they
wanted to investigate the explosion. The
company denies that it temporarily halted
due to the Maoist attack. “We freeze our
service every three months for three days
and this was our opportunity to do that in
order to elevate the poles,” was the official
reason from Manakamana. He added the
bomb near Keyarpani village did not cause
any major damage to the cablecar tower. But
the Maoists confirmed they had targetted the cablecar service because it
regularly transported security officials to Manakamana. The company
line was adamant: “This is a public transportation business. We cannot
deny services to anyone—be it Maoist or security personnel,  king or
beggar.”
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BIZ    NEWS

NEW PRODUCTS

Nepali Times: Your expansion must mean business is good.
Vijay Shrestha: In the international sector, Nepal is making
some progress by having an open sky policy. In the domestic
segment, however, people see the rush for tickets and assume
that there has been a growth in passenger traffic. But that is
because capacity dropped by half after Necon Air’s collapse.
Many misinterpret this as growth, it’s not. There hasn’t been a
significant increase in the sector in the past two years.

But haven’t security hassles on buses boosted demand for
air seats?
Not really. Because of economic non-performance, there is a
general slump in travel, both by air and highway. Some
passengers find it difficult to get tickets, though their numbers
are not very high. There isn’t much of a business to cash in on
under the current security situation. There isn’t too much

Over the last few years, the global airline market has gone
down radically. In Nepal, since the GDP is plummeting, it
reflects on the airline industry too. The airlines that closed
used gas guzzlers like Avros, and as soon as better and newer
aircraft were introduced, passengers choose to fly in them.

Given increasing air accidents, are we to deduce air safety
is being compromised?
Actually, Nepal’s air safety record is very good. The accidents
and incidents that took place in the past had to do with the
weather. CAAN has never compromised air safety. Every airline
knows safety enhances profit. An accident slashes sales growth.
Airlines can’t afford to have heir planes grounded after an
incident. Nepali airlines have small fleets and if one aircraft is
lost, capacity goes down significantly. If we compromise on
safety, we put our entire business at risk.

Any reason why private operators ignore remote areas?
It isn’t so bad, if you consider the traffic growth in the last 10-11
years. After RNAC withdrew from remote areas, private operators
have filled the gap. For instance, the traffic from Nepalganj to
Jumla has grown by more than 70 percent. Passenger traffic
has grown even in remote areas.
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ECONOMIC SENSE
Artha Beed

surplus demand.

So how come you are adding two new SAABs?
We had three Twin Otters serving STOL airfields and covered
70 percent of that market. But we decided to get the two SAAB
aircraft to fill the vacuum left by two Necon ATR42s being out
of the picture and decided to jump into trunk routes also. Over
the last six years we have grown into a company that has
provided sufficient services to remote areas—more than any
other airline. We’d also like to operate internationally in the
near future.

What lead to the shakeout in the domestic airline industry?
It has to do with how the operators look at the entire market. The
bottom line for airlines is economics. The profit margin is very
slim—about three percent—even when things are going well.
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It was merely a matter of time before a video music award was
instituted in the grand tradition of corporate-sponsored awards. Over
the last two years, the music video industry has grown in tandem to
the leaps made in private sector television. What started as an in-
house exercise quickly became a popular and lucrative niche with
young innovators at the helm. In recognition of the convergence
between music and visuals, Close-Up, in association with Channel
Nepal, presents the first Close-Up Video Music Awards 2061 on 26
June at the BICC, with a live telecast on Channel Nepal from 4PM.
Various nominees from the 15 categories, which include a Critic’s
Award and Viewer’s Choice, will be performing at the event.

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○
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Yeti Airlines has brought a second
SAAB 340B 36-seater aircraft. The Swedish-made commuter turboprops
will be used in the Biratnagar, Pokhara, Bhairawa, Baratpur and
Nepalganj sectors and will make the airline the biggest domestic
operator. Yeti already flies Twin Otters to Lukla, Phaplu, Jumla, Dolpo,
Simikot, Taplejung, Manang, Simra and Rumjatar, offering cargo flights
to remote mountain airstrips. (See interview with Yeti General Manager
Vijay Shrestha below).

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○
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Qatar Airways has launched an innovative Fly & Rail service in Germany
last week with Deutsche Bahn. Qatar’s air passengers can connect with
nearly 6,000 German railway stations as part of the program, allowing
travellers to make simultaneous rail travel plans, cutting down on
paperwork and ensuring reliability and comfort.

NO COMPROMISES: Translated, that is
exactly what the new model of Yamaha Libero
Lx offers in its ‘No Samjhauta Bike’. The
106cc engine provides 85km/l and is priced
at Rs 103,900. To celebrate 25 years of successful business, Morang
Auto Works, the authorised dealers in Nepal, will let you ride away with a
brand new Libero Lx after paying just 25 percent of the amount followed
by 36 easy monthly installments.

STEELY RESOLVE: After two decades in the
business, Pashupati Iron & Steel recently introduced
Pashupati Turboquench TMT Steel Bar to the
Nepali market. With high strength and ductility
combined with excellent durability, the product is

said to be ideal for our earthquake-prone country.

SELF-PROJECTION: Boxlight Corporation USA is
the world’s premier resource for digital projection
equipment. Its multimedia projectors, based on
LCD and DLP technology, are available in
portable, ultraportable, multipurpose, fixed and home theatre models.
Visit CAS Trading House at ComputerLand Building in Putalisadak.
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28 June
Touching the Void
Running time 106 mins
Certification 15
Director Kevin Macdonald
Starring Joe Simpson, Simon Yates, Brendan Mackey, Nicholas Aaron

This film is based on the international bestseller by renowned
climber Joe Simpson, which describes one of the most
extraordinary true stories of survival and adventure of our time.
The book recounts a climb Simpson and his partner, Simon Yates,
undertook in the Peruvian Andes in 1985. The two young and
ambitious mountaineers set off to scale the hitherto unclimbed
west face of Siula Grande, a remote and treacherous 21,000ft
peak. Starting the descent through a blizzard, Simpson fell,
shattering his leg. A heroic battle for survival unfolded in which
both men were faced with life or death decisions which test the

human spirit to its limit. Simpson and Yates returned to Siula Grande together for the
first time to retell their story for the camera.

29 June
Dirty Pretty Things
Running time 97 mins
Certification 15
Director Stephen Frears
Starring Audrey Tauton, Sergi Lopez,Chiwetel Ejiofor

In this urban thriller, an African night porter enlists the help of a prostitute, a Turkish
chambermaid and a Chinese mortuary technician to solve a bizarre murder. Set in a
world of asylum seekers that lies behind the familiar urban metropolis. This is a tale of
two cities, both of them in London. Pietter Okwe is a doctor who was framed for murder
in Libreville and now scrapes a living in London, driving mini-cabs and working as a night
porter in a West End tourist hotel. When he discovers a human heart in one of the hotel
rooms he knows that as an illegal alien working without papers he cannot ask too many
questions. Okwe struggles with his sense of injustice as evidence emerges that the
hotel is being used to remove human organs from third world donors. Finally, with the
aid of his motley crew, he investigates the murder and enforces a strange kind of
poetic justice. Dirty Pretty Things explores a Dickensian landscape of rag trade
sweatshops, hotel kitchens and mini-cab venues in a London that most Londoners
never see.

30 June
The Warrior
Running time 86 mins
Certification 15
Director Asif Kapadia
Starring Irfan Khan

A timeless tale of an epic journey from the
deserts of Rajasthan to the snowcapped peaks
of the Himalayas, the story follows Lafcadia,
head of a small band of warriors employed by a
tyrannical lord who rules the region from his
crumbling fort in the desert. The warriors are
ordered to wipe out a village that is late with its
payments. The warriors set off on horseback

and proceed to raze the rustic village to the ground. In the midst of the slaughter
Lafcadia has a mystical encounter with a young girl. He drops his sword, vows to never
kill again and he decides to escape his violent life. He sets off with his young son,
Katiba, for his native village in the mountains.

1 July
Anita and Me
Running time 92 mins
Certification 15
Director Metin Huseyin
Starring Chandeep Uppal, Anna Brewster, Sanjeev Bhaskar

It is 1972 and Meena, a 12-year-old, lives in the village of Tollington in Britain. She is the
daughter of Indian parents who have come to England to give her a better life. Her
idyllic adolescence, surrounded by eccentric relatives and friends, is disrupted by the
arrival of Anita Rutter and her dysfunctional family. At 14, blonde, aloof, beautiful,
outrageous and sassy, Anita is everything Meena thinks she wants to be. Meena
wheedles her way into Anita’s life, but the arrival of a baby brother, teenage hormones,
impending entrance exams for the posh grammar school and a motorcycling rebel
without a future, threaten to turn her salad days sour. Anita and Me paints a comic,
poignant, compassionate and colourful portrait of village life in the era of flares, power
cuts, glam rock, decimalisation and Ted Heath.

2 July
About A Boy
Running time 101 mins
Certification 15
Director Paul Weitz and Chris Weitz
Starring Hugh Grant, Toni Collette, Rachel Weisz

About a Boy tells the story of Will, a rich, child-free
and irresponsible Londoner in his thirties, who, in search
of available women, invents an imaginary son and
starts attending single parent meetings. As a result of
one of his liaisons he meets Marcus, a strange
12-year-old boy with problems at school. Gradually,
Will and Marcus become friends and as Will teaches

Marcus how to be a cool kid, Marcus helps Will to finally grow up.

Venue: Gopi Krishna Cinema, Kathmandu
Movie Timing: 6:30 PM

Free tickets available in advance from the reception at the British Council,
Lainchaur, remaining tickets on the day of the film from 6:10 PM at the cinema.

Contact: Sangha Bhattarai, 4410798
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Nepal Samacharpatra, 22 June

Seventy-four percent of students in Maoist-affected areas are
suffering from the fear that they might be abducted either by
Maoist rebels or security forces, a recent survey in Gulmi
reveals.

Of the 281 high school students from Dhurkot Bastu and
Jaisithok villages that took part in the study, 74 percent said
they were afraid that the Maoist rebels or the security force
would forcibly take them again. “That fear haunts us all the
time, whether we are attending class or even our way to or
from school,” said Ramita Pandey and Ranju Bhandari of
Himalaya Higher Secondary School. “We feel afraid even
when we study late at night.”

Perhaps more alarming is that 14 percent said that they
looked forward to learning more if the rebels take them. The
surveyed students underwent Maoist indoctrination that lasted
anywhere between a few hours to over a day. Most students
had to walk up to 10 hours at a stretch to reach the rebel
camps. They were told about the negative aspects of the
present curriculum and promised that the ‘people’s
education’ would be scientific and practical. Most of the
students were too afraid for their own safety to comprehend or
embrace the revolutionary rhetoric. Their biggest concern was
a military ambush along the way and being caught in the
crossfire.

The students said that the rebels used them as labourers
during Maoist programs and training. They were made to carry
firewood, stones and soil, build roads, clear drains and
grounds, cook food and clean utensils. The students said they
had no choice but to do what they were told after the rebels
threatened to send them to Rolpa and Rukum as guerillas if
they defied orders.

Parents are equally worried. “When our children are taken,
their education is disrupted and we are left to worry about the
security forces thinking we are Maoists,” they say. Bright
students and those who can afford it have left the villages to
pursue their studies in safer urban areas.

During the survey, even primary level students attended
Maoist political programs and the second-in-command at the
local ‘people’s government’, Dhurkot Rajasthal Bishnu
Bhandari, said data could be collected only after permission
was granted by the rebels.

The survey established that rebels go to the schools more
often than the security forces. When soldiers come, they force
teachers to lick off Maoist slogans from school walls before
making them erase it. “When we, the caretakers of the
students are ridiculed in front of the students they are
traumatised,” says Madan Kumar Singh, a teacher. He says if
they don’t erase the slogans, the security forces punish them,
and if they do, they become rebel targets. What the students
want is simple: “We need peace, we don’t want to live with
fear. May the war end forever and let us go back to school to
study.”
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“Chant our slogans or face the people’s army punishment,” a Maoist
militant warned Umesh Mishra. The 12-year-old schoolboy was
forced to run shouting Maoist slogans with the rest of the 200
students and teachers who were abducted on 20 May from the
Aiselukharka School in Sindhupalchok. All students and teachers of
Class Six and above were force marched to the Maoists meetings.
Umesh, now at a hospital in
Kathmandu, still shivers with fear.
The Maoists forced the group to
run up the mountains shouting
revolutionary slogans.  When his
principal became breathless and
couldn’t shout slogans, they made
him carry their flag all the way up
to Sipapokhre village. Umesh was
so traumatised that he developed
heart problems and is now at
Sahid Gangalal Heart Centre in
the Valley. He has recurring
nightmares about the Maoists.

“We were made to run all
morning, forced to listen to
speeches in the sun all day long,
and then we had to walk all the
way home in the evening,” he
recalls. Umesh’s health started
deteriorating. First, he just had
fever, but later he was diagnosed
with a heart ailment.

This was the second time he was abducted. The rebels took him
and his friends a fortnight earlier for military training but Umesh
managed to escape. When he was taken to the training area again,
he saw his classmate armed with a gun and dressed in combat
fatigues. “If they had taken me, I’d have ended up like him,” says
Umesh. His elder brother, Purna, says many schoolchildren in
Sindhupalchok live in fear of Maoists threats and abductions. He
said: “Some join the people’s army, others live in fear, there is no
other alternative.”
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rms-exporting governments are undermining the United Nations
Millennium Development Goals by diverting vital resources from crucial
areas such as health and education, warns a new report. New

research by Oxfam International and Amnesty International says that arms
sales are ‘diverting resources from areas such as health and education, as
well as undermining the security and human rights of the population’. The
report ‘Guns or Growth’, released on 22 June, says six developing countries—
Oman, Syria, Burma, Pakistan, Eritrea and Burundi—spend more on arms
than they do on health and education combined.

“Government failure to stick to their own promises on arms exports
means that children are denied an education, AIDS sufferers are not getting
treatment and thousands are dying needlessly,” Barbara Stocking, director
of Oxfam said. According to the report, an average $22 billion is spent on
arms by countries in Asia, the Middle East, Latin America and Africa every
year. This sum would have enabled those countries to put every child in
school and reduce child mortality by two thirds by 2015—two of the eight
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).
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Joseph E Stiglitz is Professor of
Economics at Columbia University.

The goals agreed by heads of state in September 2000 aim to reduce
poverty, improve access to basic services, bring disease under control and
ensure universal primary education by 2015. The Oxfam-Amnesty report
says it is ‘shocking how few governments make a serious attempt to consider
the impact on development of their arms exports. Paying lip service to such
a commitment means that scarce resources are being diverted from the fight
against poverty, and millions are suffering as a result’.

In 2002, arms delivered to Asia, the Middle East, Latin America and
Africa represented more than two-thirds of the value of all arms deliveries
worldwide. Of the total arms exported to these regions, 90 percent came
from the five permanent members of the United Nations Security Council.

In 2001 Tanzania spent 40 million dollars on a British military Watchman
radar system—enough to provide healthcare for 3.5 million people. In 1999
South Africa agreed to purchase armaments—including frigates, submarines,
aircraft and helicopters—for $6 billion. This money could have purchased
treatment with combination therapy for all five million South African AIDS
sufferers for two years. The report says that governments that sell arms
can assess the impact it will have on poverty, and argues that governments
should agree to an international arms trade treaty to control the arms trade
and safeguard sustainable development and human rights.

Paul Eavis, director of Saferworld, a group that promotes new strategies
to increase human security and to prevent armed violence, says governments
should be ashamed. “Inappropriate arms sales are responsible for entrenching
and exacerbating poverty,” he said in a statement. “Despite assurances,
most governments are still only playing lip service to assessing arms sales
against their impact on poverty. To ensure we have strict international controls
we need an arms trade treaty.”

 Of 17 main arms exporting countries surveyed—Argentina, Belgium,
Bulgaria, Canada, the Czech Republic, France, Germany, the Netherlands,
Poland, Romania, Russia, Slovakia, Sweden, Turkey, Britain, Ukraine and the
US—the report found that only Britain and the Netherlands had policies
involving the government department responsible for development in export
decision-making. Only four countries—Bulgaria, Sweden, Britain and the
Netherlands—had ever refused a sale on the grounds it might undermine
sustainable development. Tuesday’s report follows a warning from World
Bank President James Wolfensohn last month that there is already a
“fundamental imbalance” between global defence spending of $900 billion
compared with $325 billion on agricultural subsidies and only $60 billion on
aid. �  (IPS)
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My Life
Bill Clinton
Alfred A Knopf, 2004
ISBN: 0375414576
$35 (Hardcover)

Jiggy Gaton is a cartoonist and columnist for
Nepali Times and WAVE, who visited Bill
Clinton’s hometown of Hot Springs,
Arkansas many times and always
wondered, “How does a boy from this place
wind up as president of the US?”

REVIEW
Jiggy Gaton
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TEE BREAK
Deepak Acharya

	

In the Portuguese resort town of
Albufeira, the owners of bars along
the Sá Carneiro coastal strip and
downtown Da Oura avenue say
their receipts average $22,000 a
day since the start of the EURO
2004 football tournament on 12
June. The scene of recent rioting
by England fans and hooligans,
Albufeira is home to the largest
community of British expatriates
in Portugal. It is located 320km
south of the capital, in the
Algarve region on the southern
coast.

For the bar owners, the
destruction of tables and chairs by
England supporters amounts to an
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����

insignificant loss compared to the
profits they’re raking in. A total of 33
England fans have been deported
from Portugal, after paying $2,200
fines, and several more have orders
to be sent home. They were arrested
in connection with the violence in
Portugal and are now facing trial
and possible football banning
orders in Britain.

England supporters have also
virtually taken over the Praça do
Rossio, Lisbon’s central square,
turning it into a kind of general
headquarters where they gather day
and night, transforming the
beautiful urban plaza into an
immense garbage dump littered with

piles of plastic bags, bottles, and
plastic and cardboard cups. All night
long, thousands of British men and
women, jump into the fountains,
sing and dance, break bottles, wave
flags and shout insults.

As Portugal receives planeload
after planeload of visitors from all
over Europe, the police are
increasingly concerned about the
disorderly conduct of the hooligans,
and have assigned growing
contingents to control the disorder.
An average of 1,220 planes a day
are arriving in Portugal, and the air
traffic is not expected to let up until
the championships are over on 4
July. ��(IPS)
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Pavel Nedved celebrates with his team.
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hen approaching the green, most seasoned golfers prefer to
chip rather than pitch. This means they are more comfortable
playing a relatively low shot and run the ball up the pin, rather

than hitting a higher lob shot that lands close to the pin and stops
immediately.

The reason for this is that the former is a good percentage shot,
and the latter is much harder to execute consistently with a much larger

margin for error. However, every so
often during a round, there will be
situations where there is not much
green to work with or there is a

heavy rough, water or perhaps even a deep bunker to clear.
In these instances, a low running chip shot is not an option. The

only shot is the high flying, soft landing pitch. Even though the
percentages are against executing this shot well, and the risks of taking
this option are high, there is no choice but to play it. This is something
every golfer needs to have in order to improve their score. If you know
the proper technique and practice it, you will soon feel comfortable
using it on the course when necessary.

To play this type of shot, you must be able to create elevation in
your shot, and for that you require to follow two main criteria:

First, lay the clubface a little open before taking your grip, which
ensures there will be enough elevation when you hit down on the back
of the ball.

Second, open your stance with the feet, shoulders, and hips aiming
left of the target. This allows you to swing freely on your follow
through. Ensure the clubface aims at the pin. Keep the ball forward in
your stance (more towards the left foot).

Once your address position is correctly set, then commit to taking
your back swing on the line of the feet. Unlike other swings, you have
to hinge your wrist more to be able to create a steep angle of attack on
the downswing. This is what gives the height on the shot. Ensure the
down swing returns on the same path as the backswing. It should feel
as though you’re swing is well left of the target. The key to this shot is
to hold the clubface open through impact with the grooves facing the
sky. If you follow these instructions, keep your rhythm smooth and put
in a little practice, there’s no reason why you shouldn’t be able to play
this shot well.

Know your rules:
Q. At a par 3 hole, A had hit his first tee shot into the woods and hits a
provisional ball, which lands two feet from the flag. However his caddy
and the gallery who had already gone to search for the ball, had found
a ball within the permissible 5 minute search time, but the ball was not
yet identified as belonging to A. A wanted to declare his first ball as lost
ball. Is this permissible?

A. In this circumstance, A must identify the ball which has been found,
and if that is his ball, he should continue to play with that ball. However
if that was not his ball, only then is he allowed to continue play with the
provisional ball.

Deepak Acharya is a Golf Instructor and Golf Director
at Gokarna Forest Golf Resort & Spa, Kathmandu.  prodeepak@hotmail.com
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� Secret Moments Paintings by Bhairaj Maharjan till 15 July at
Siddhartha Art Gallery, Baber Mahal Revisited, 4218048

� Erotic Drawings by Birendra Pratap Singh till 10 July at Buddha
Gallery Zen Café, Thamel. 4441689
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��

� Close-Up Video Music Awards at BICC, 4PM onwards,
26 June. Live telecast on Channel
Nepal.

� Yale Whiffenpoofs back at the
Hotel Yak & Yeti. 7PM on 29-30 June.
Rs 999 per person.

� 4th Bagmati River Festival till 21
August

� Monsoon H2O Party Rs 699 with
drink and dinner. 25 June at Dwarika’s Hotel.

� The Sound of Music by Malpi International School. 5:30 PM on
25-26 June, Royal Nepal Academy Hall. 4240159

� The British Film Festival 2004 28 June - 2 July at Gopi Krishna
Cinema, Chabahil.

� Towards a New Horizon Cultural program by Maiti Nepal, 3PM on
27 June, Royal Academy Hall. 4492904

� An Evening with Pankaj Udhas 6PM on 2 July at Hyatt Regency
Kathmandu. Tickets Rs 3,000. 2080392

�����

� Full Circle 7PM Fridays at Bakery Café, Jawalakhel. 4434554
� Deo at Not Just The Jazz Bar Fridays at Hotel Shangri-la,

Lazimpat.
� Jatra Friday Nites Live music by The Strings. 4256622
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� Red Onion Bar EURO 2004 on a 61” screen. Buy four Carlsbergs
and score one free, buy a Famous Grouse Whisky get one free,
ditto on Heineken. Blind Faith sings live every Friday.

� Lychee Martinis and latest club hits at Rox Bar, Hyatt Regency
Kathmandu, 4491234

� EURO 2004 Football Mania at the Piano Lounge Bar, Hotel Yak
Yeti. 5PM onwards till 5 July

����

� Summit’s Barbecue Dinner with vegetarian specials. Summit
Hotel. 5521810

� Friday Nights at Subterrania Club Kilroy. 4412821
� Vegetarian Creations at Stupa View Restaurant. 4480262
� Organic Market every Saturday at Baber Mahal Revisited.
� Splash Spring BBQ Wednesday and Friday evenings. Radisson

Hotel Kathmandu.
� Executive Lunch at Toran Restaurant, Dwarika’s. 4479488
� Sunny Side Up Weekend BBQ at Soaltee Crowne Plaza

Kathmandu. 4273999
� The Beer Garden at Vaijayantha, Godavari Village Resort.

5560675
� Dwarika’s Thali Lunch at The Heritage courtyard. 4479488

��������

� Bird watching escape Shivapuri retreat with meals by Kilroy’s.
4253352

� Wet & Wild Summer Splash every weekend at the Godavari
Village Resort. 5560675

� Pure relaxation at Tiger Mountain Pokhara Lodge. 01 4361500
� Bardia National Park with Jungle Base Camp Lodge.

junglebasecamp@yahoo.com
� Golf at Gokarna Forest Golf Resort & Spa. 4451212
� Weekend Special at Park Village Resort, Budhanilkantha.

4375280
� Early Bird discounts at Shangri-La Hotel & Resort. 4412999
� Summer in Shivapuri at Shivapuri Heights.

steve@escape2nepal.com
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Call 4442220 for show timings      www.jainepal.com
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Visit Femilines, the Exclusive
Lingerie Store for ladies
undergarments, nightwear,
bathrobes and more. Ladies staff.
Opposite Sajha Yatayat, Harihar
Bhawan, Pulchowk. Tel: 547428

LIVE IN STYLE! Arcadia
Apartments in the heart of  Thamel.
Centrally located, fully furnished
apartments at unbelievable rates.
For details: 981026903, 4260187

For Sale:
SONY VAIO LAP TOP
PROCESSOR PIV 2.40GHz
RAM 256MB DDR SDRAM
Hard Disk40GB
12XGA,15" Monitor,CD-RW/DVD
ROM,Memory Stick Port
Window XP and Window Office Pro
2003 installed.
Made in China
Contact:VISHAL 9851039291

Study saxophone or clarinet with
experienced professional teacher
and player.
if interested call Peter:
9851 081 941

FOR IMMEDIATE SALE  - Maruti
Suzuki ALTO Lx 800cc car, 2001
Model,A/, Self driven,12,500 km
Price: Rs.800,000 (negotiable).Also
on sale: Household items and
appliances. For further details,
please contact Anita/Aditya @
5548175
Email: azezal_11@yahoo.com

TO  LET - Luxurious 2 bedroom
apartment with spacious living-
dining, modern kitchen,2
bathrooms, private telephone,
ample parking, sunny terrace
overlooking garden,solar-
heating.Call:5524389

For Sale: Mitsubishi Pajero 2.8 GLX
(long body), Oct 2001 Model,
Metallic dark blue. 16,000 km.
Owner driven. Duty not paid - USD
19,000. Contact Bindhya/ Stefan,
Tel. 55 44 443 or
bindhyaus@yahoo.com
(after 21 June)

Lakshya is based on the 1999 Indian Army
skirmishes with Pakistani intruders in the heights
of Kargil in Jammu and Kashmir.
Starting with his life as a careless rich boy, the
film traces the journey of cadet Karan Shergill
(Hrithik Roshan) and the changes in
his character, strengths and beliefs. Co-starring
Amitabh Bachchan and Preity Zinta, Lakshya
aims to redefine war films in Bollywood.

For insertions ring NT
Marketing at 5543333-36.

JAI NEPAL CINEMA

Saturday 19 June    Bookings open

The air pollution in the Valley continued to drop to abnormally low levels
last week, with all the monitoring stations registering decreases in PM10
(Particles small enough to enter the human body) values. Matsyagaun
and the area around TU had very low pollution rates, staying ‘good’
throughout the week. Even so, Putali Sadak and Patan Hospital still fall in
the ‘unhealthy’ range, with PM10 concentrations over 120.

Good < 60

Ok 61 to 120

Unhealthy 121 to 350

Harmful 351 to 425

Hazardous >425

  Putalisadak    Patan H          Thamel               TU           Bhaktapur  Matsyagaun

KATHMANDU AIR QUALITY

13-19 June in micrograms per cubic meter.
Source: www. mope.gov.np

KATHMANDU VALLEY

by MAUSAM BEEDNEPALI WEATHER

Fri  Sat Sun Mon Tue

27-20  28-19 29-19  30-20 30-20

This is a highly unusual satellite image taken on Wednesday at noon: not a speck
of cloud across the subcontinent. By the third week of June the monsoon should
have been surging across the north Indian plains towards New Delhi. It is clear by
now that after an initial healthy start, the Arabian Sea branch of the monsoon this
year has hit a roadblock. We can’t say how long this lull will last. There is a system
in the intertropical convergence zone building off Sri Lanka. Luckily for eastern
Nepal, we are under the spell of a monsoon trough from the Bay of Bengal.
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eepak Bajracharya had his
first public performance at
14, and recalls stepping on

stage feeling calm and collected.
Sixteen years later, he is still cool
and confident as he emerges as
one of the freshest and most
creative young voices in the Nepali
music scene.

Deepak didn’t get there by
fluke. He worked hard, learning
classical vocals and taking lessons
in western classical guitar. But
when Deepak finished college,
his parents thought it would be
better for him to take up the
family business. So he dabbled in
handicraft, tried his hand at wood
carving and even opened a shop
in Thamel. But somewhere in
the back of his head
the sound of music

����������	�
��
was always calling him.

On a visit to Japan, it suddenly
dawned on Deepak why Nepalis
were not making progress in
modern music. “It wasn’t enough to
be able to sing, you had to
understand music,” he says. He
returned to Nepal determined to set
up a facility for aspiring musicians
to have a proper academic
approach.

Deepak’s Royal
Tone Academy is a

non-profit institution
that ploughs fees
back to students for

materials. It has become a gathering
place for young Nepali musicians,
where they learn notes, rhythm and
timing. It is a holisitic approach to
music, including everything from
skill development and recording to
stage presence and presentation.

His own music has evolved.
Today, fans swing their hips to
Deepak’s unique fusion of Latin
rhythms and Nepali beats. “Music is
about waves, not bound to any
language. The trick is to find the
right wave that’s appealing to the
human ear,”  he explains. Deepak is
working on his seventh album, an
exclusive compilation of Anita
Khadka’s lyrics.

As Kodak brand ambassador
he will donate Rs 1 from each of
his new album sold to the Nepal
Cancer Relief Society. Kodak
donates an additional Rs 2 from
each film roll developed to cancer
patients. Why cancer? “Nepal has
treatment, but it is too expensive
for most people. The money we
raise goes to who needs it most,”
he says.

When he is not in the studio,
Deepak and his 4-year-old
daughter Cherisa are likely to be
found splashing about in a
swimming pool. Other things may
come up, but he says one fact will
always stay the same: “Music is
everything to me and I want to
encourage future musicians.” ��
(Sraddha Basynat)

�

MIN BAJRACHARYA
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CDO Regd No. 194/056/57 Lalitpur, Central Region Postal Regd. No. 04/058/59

UNDER  MY  HAT
Kunda Dixit
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Regression Takes A Rain Check
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