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Total votes:1,121

Weekly Internet Poll  # 150
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There has been
outrage at the
recent Maoist

murder of
journalist

Dekendra Thapa
(r). The rebels have

threatened to kill
10 other reporters

in the midwest.
See p6.
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Kathmandu Valley’s only
highway to the plains showed

signs of increased traffic on
Thursday, but the number of

vehicles both ways was still
one-fourth of normal levels.

Kathmandu Valley’s only
highway to the plains showed

signs of increased traffic on
Thursday, but the number of

vehicles both ways was still
one-fourth of normal levels.
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repeated.  Let’s not mix up the
legend of Manjushri’s cutting the
Kotwal mountain to drain the lake
which happened in the Treta Yuga
with Krishna’s intervention in
Chobar in the Dwapar Yuga. The
great thing about the Kathmandu
Valley Civilisation is that it is
where the geological evidence of
a big lake being drained 10,000
years ago through Chobar and
Kotwal are interwoven with the
mythology. We must honour and
respect our river heritage and the
important part that the Bagmati
has played in the valley’s
civilisation. In the past 14 years,
the Patan Rotary Club’s
Sankhamool Park project, the
Mitra Milan Park at Pachali by the
Kathmandu Municipality, Raj
Tirtha encroachment across the
Pachali Bridge and the UN Park
are destroying this heritage. River
beds don’t belong to anyone, they
belong to the river. Flood plains
give rivers a place to go when
there is too much water. When we
constrict the river, there is disaster
as has happened many times
inside the valley in the past 14
years. Give the Bagmati back to
the Bagmati. It is no man’s land
and everybody’s land.

Huta Ram Baidya, Thapathali
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I liked everything about your
ropeway special, from the title
(‘Rust in peace’, #209) to the book
review (‘Showing us the ropes’).
What a waste that we couldn’t plan
properly and use renewable energy
to power transportation in this
country, and instead went for
imported fossil fuel. But what your

coverage shows is that even when
a country’s rulers are stupid and
selfish, the people will show the
way as the pioneers of the Barpak,
Bhatte Danda and Manakamana
have done. They are our real
heros!

Gopal KC, Kumaripati

��Thank you for bringing the
state of ropeways in Nepal to our
attention. While many of us are
familiar with the very successful
Manakamana cable car and have
often gasped at the perilous
traditional ‘ghirlings’ and ‘khit-
khite’ on treks it was interesting to
read how ropeway technology can
be exploited on a much wider
scale and can be part of Nepal’s
overall transportation strategy.
Ropeways in Nepal which you
reviewed provides not only
technical information but also the
historical context and brings to the
forefront the importance of
sociological aspects: integrating
the demands of the technology
with the needs of the people. I was
especially interested in hearing
the novel concept of using
existing underutilised micro-hydro
power plants to power ropeways in
rural areas, powering ropeways
during daytime and providing
lighting at night. It was a pleasure
to find a technical book that is so
self-critical and covers so many
different aspects of the implemen-
tation of this and other develop-
ment strategies. The case studies
and anecdotes by several of the
authors provide a personal touch
and are an important chronicle of
Nepal’s development history. It was
inspiring to read the stories of

pioneers who were willing to put their
personal credibility (and often also
credit) on the line against the
daunting odds of officialdom’s
indifference/incompetence. Ajaya
Dixit’s account of breaking a leg on
an exploration trip to a potential
ropeway site and the painful descent
on the back of a porter in a wicker
basket made a ropeways believer out
of him. Both his account and this
well-edited book should go a long
way towards convincing many
readers.

Isabella C Bassignana Khadka,
Bansbari

�����������

Thank you for publishing Capt Kul
Bahadur Limbu’s interesting
analysis of what is wrong with Royal
Nepal Airlines and what can be
done with it (‘Proud to fly the flag’,
#209). People like Capt Limbu and
others are the airlines’ main assets.
There may be some bad apples in
the airline, but for the most part the
corporation has committed staff. If
given the chance to own a share in
the airline it will be airworthy again,
and very quickly.

J R Pandey, Kathmandu
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Allow us, the Buddhist monastics
living and working in Lumbini, to
strongly disagree with the following
paragraph in Navin Singh Khadka’s
‘Saving what is left’ (#208): ‘There is
no doubt that Buddhist countries are
competing with each other to build
monolithinc monasteries and
temples in the masterplan area.’
International Buddhist monastics of
different traditions have not come to
Lumbini to compete with each other
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GUEST COLUMN
Seira Tamang
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ommunists the world over are big on anniversaries. The Maoists even more
so. No surprise, therefore, that their threat to close down 11 large
businesses was timed for the first anniversary of the Doramba massacre

on 17 August. The announcement of the blockade of the valley also comes a
year after the breakdown of the last ceasefire. The Maoists and the army blamed
each other for the collapse of that truce, but it was no secret that their minds
were not in it. Both sides were using it to rearm, and the Maoists to take their
revolution a notch higher to the ‘strategic equilibrium’ phase.

In the past year, the Maoists have skillfully shifted the country’s political
spectrum to the left—most parties have now come around to supporting at least
their constituent assembly demand if not openly espousing republicanism. This
was helped in no small measure by King Gyanendra’s own uncompromising
position vis-à-vis the parliamentary parties in the past two years. The end result
is that the conflict in this country has now gone from tripolar to bipolar: we are
being forced to choose between republic or monarchy. This blurring of the middle
suits the Maoists just fine.

The question is how long do the rebels and the royals want this to drag on.
How long do the people have to be punished for this power struggle which is now
boiling down to its essence: the supremacy of the monarchy. It would save a lot
of grief if the monarch, in the long-term interest of his own dynasty and people,
offered a devolution of his traditional powers. By waiting, the consequences may
be much more dire for his kingdom and his subjects.

Such a compromise would not be a sign of weakness but of statesmanship.
Immediately, it would pave the way for a truce and talks. But the two needn’t
happen together: we have seen in Sri Lanka that a ceasefire is possible even if
there is no immediate prospect of negotiations. All you need is the political will to
find a middle way. At the very least, a truce would give 24 million Nepalis who
want no part in this war some relief and breathing space.

A ceasefire can also be unilateral, and we wholeheartedly
endorse the UML’s stand on this. The military needn’t see this as
a sign of defeat since it won’t really change things on the
ground. Instead, it will provide the army the moral high
ground. The Maoists, whose revolution is now in danger
of degenerating into a nationwide extortion racket,
would be forced to  respond.

By continuing to kill journalists and unarmed
citizens, the rebels have  earned the opprobrium
of  civilised  people everywhere. Their valley
siege is a dangerous end-game gamble to put
pressure on the palace. Added up, we sense a
desperate attempt to arrange a soft landing.
The government must respond with a proactive
peace gesture.
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You must be out of your mind.
How dare you put a picture of a
woman who is so brutally killed
and her child next to her
(’10,000+, #209) right there on
top of your online edition?  If
this is your attempt to sell more
papers, it is foolish. The term
‘viewer’s discretion advised’ was
created for a purpose. I still think
that your publication is the best
that comes out of Nepal, but your
reputation went down a notch at
least in my eyes because of your
insensitivity to readers and a
disrespect to this little infant. A
few years down the road when this
poor child comes across your
archives, I hope you will have a
good explanation on who gave
you the right to print this picture
of his mother in such a traumatic
state.  You have added  a lot of
integrity to Nepali journalism,
but this time around, you should
really be ashamed.

Sushil Bogati Seattle, USA

Ever since the Nepal Times
started, I have been a keen and
interested reader as with high
regard for your paper because it
had class.  But the extremely
graphic photograph on the front
page (#209) was disturbing and I
was disgusted.  I’m sure a lot of
other people who read this paper
felt the same about such a violent
picture.  Just what was the
purpose? When the little boy in
the picture becomes an adult and,
by chance, he comes across this
photograph–his dead mother lying
next to him–do you think it would
make him feel great? The dead
too deserve due respect.

M Jung, Lalitpur

+������

After reading Naresh Newar’s
‘Gorgeous Chobar’ (#207) and
Navin Singh Khadka’s ‘Saving
what’s left’ (#208) it is clear that
time is ripe for all well-wishers and
the saviours of the Bagmati to
have a minimum common

approach to save
this civilisation. If
things go on like
this, there will be
no World
Heritage Site left
to protect with
Unesco funds.
We should also
correct the
misinterpreta-
tion of the
myth of the
draining of
Kathmandu
Valley which
your Chobar
article has
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but out of veneration for Nepal’s
most-eminent son, Siddhartha
Gotama, the Buddha and his
sacred birthplace. Facing
tremendous difficulties, we are
sacrificing our lives for the
development of Lumbini, for
peace and spiritual development
of Nepal. There is no doubt that
Mr Khadka’s assumption that
Buddhist countries are competing
with each other is absolutely
wrong, and the assertion creates
the wrong impression about
Lumbini. We invite anyone
wishing to accurately investigate
the real situation to visit and see
the truth. All over the world and
across the ages, people have built
religious edifices as an expression
of deep religious faith. This is
also applies to the monasteries in
Lumbini. ‘Monolith’ is defined as
a ‘large single, upright block of
stone, especially one that was
shaped into a column by people
living in ancient times’ or (often
disapprovingly) as ‘a single very
large organisation that is very slow

to change and not interested in
individual people’. None of the
monasteries here qualifies as
‘monolithic’. If Lumbini were to be
located in one of the traditional
Buddhist countries such as
Myanmar or Thailand the
monasteries and temples would be
much more magnificient. Except
for that one paragraph, Mr
Khadka’s article as a whole is
interesting and worth reading.

On behalf of the Lumbini
sanga,

Ven. Bhadda Manika
Panditarama International

Vipassana Meditation Centre,
Lumbini

����	 ��!	�

Congratulations to Daniel Lak for
‘The Anglo-Saxon disease’ (Here
and There, #205). I read it on my
way to a trek in Mustang, and
found the analysis excellent and
well worded. This disease is
leading the world to catastrophe
all right. Bravo again.

André Brugiroux, France

ROBIN SAYAMI
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HERE AND THERE
Daniel Lak
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n the wake of the blasts in the backyard of Hotel Soaltee Crowne Plaza
on Monday and the transport blockade by Maoist rebels around
Kathmandu Valley, tourists already in Kathmandu seem unfazed.
Some said they were anxious to know what would happen next,  while

others said the blockade a nuisance more than anything else. There were
others who believed the whole world is now unsafe, and Nepal is actually
quite OK in comparison.

Among the tourists we spoke to, some were preparing to leave for
trekking in the Everest and Annapurna regions but others had cut their trips
short and come back to Kathmandu.

Martin Dow and Robert Hay, backpackers from London, were among
those who decided to play it safe. “We were on the trekking trail in the
Langtang region when we heard about the blockade, so we came back to
Kathmandu,” said Hay. “I see no problem in the streets, but there could be
something going on,” added Dow.

The most anxious tourists were those transferred to other hotels from
Soaltee following the blasts. “We came to know that we were transferred to
Yak and Yeti hotel only when we arrived here from Tibet on Tuesday,” said
Maria Rastelli from Italy. “To take stock of the situation, we will have to take
stroll in the streets ourselves.”

Frenchman Francois Roston had also been outside the Valley and
returned to the capital on Monday. “The situation looks a bit more tense
now than it was when I left two weeks ago,” he said. “But the streets are
calm.”

Israeli tourists were the least worried. “We are used to more serious
incidents back home,” said Rachel Bir from Israel. Her husband, Amit, said
he is cautious but not scared.

Even so, news of the blockade and the attack on a five-star hotel have
gone around the world and there could be some cancellations in the
coming months. The tourist industry, which was looking forward to recouping
some of the losses of the past years this season is despondent. They have
their fingers crossed that the blockade will be lifted soon.

However, airline bookings show few cancellations and most people are
still continuing with their plans for a Nepal holiday this autumn. �
(Navin Singh Khadka)
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A  tourist van arrives at Nag
Dhunga on Wednesday from
Pokhara (top). Britons Martin Dow
and Robert Hay from (above right),
Francois Roston from France
(above) and Rachel Bir from Israel
(below)

Nag Dhunga pass to the west of Kathmandu on Sunday (top) and  Thursday (below)
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21 August, 11AM
The Man Who Sued God
Running time 1hr40mins
Director Mark Joffe

‘Underdog’ doesn’t even begin to
describe the position lawyer-
turned-fisherman Steve Myers
(Billy Connolly) is in when he
decides to fight for justice. Told
by his insurance company that
lightning striking the boat he lives

on is an ‘act of God’, he reacts like any man today—he sues
who is responsible. He decides to take on God, or at least the
Almighty’s earthly representatives—the Church—and, with the
help of journalist Anna Redmond (Judy Davis), the suit soon
becomes a class action, as more and more people with
complaints about the Supreme Being join him.

21 August, 2PM
Black and White
Running time 1hr40mins
Director Craig Lahiff

A confession may not be what it
seems, as lawyer David
O’Sullivan (Robert Carlyle) finds
when he is assigned to defend
Max Stuart (David
Ngoombujarra), a young
aboriginal man accused of the
rape and murder of a young girl.

He soon discovers that Max’s confession was beaten out of
him. But the entrenched racism of the times (the film is
based on the true story of Rupert “Max” Stuart from 1958),
leads him against the police and the justice system. Refusing
to give up, he embarks on a journey that takes him to the
highest court in the system—the Privy Council of England.

21 August, 4PM
The Bank
Running time 1hr40mins
Director Robert Connolly

Under pressure from board
members of the bank where he is
the executive, Simon O’Riely
(Anthony LaPaglia) is forced to
think outside the box. Improving
profits seems a breeze with a
new computer program created

by Jim Doyle (David Wenham), and his Japanese partner to
predict the stock market. Simon sets Jim up with everything
he needs, but as more becomes clear about the bank and as
the story comes to include a couple who have lost their

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○
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Human rights activists, legal practitioners and journalists made common
cause to express their outrage at Maoist violence with a street
demonstration on Wednesday in Kathmandu (see picture). The silent
procession protested the killing of journalist Dekendra Raj Thapa in
Dailekh and the Maoists’ threat to kill 10 other journalists in the midwest.

Thapa was killed earlier this month by rebels who accused him of
“spying” against them. The rebels have threatened to exterminate 10
other journalists because of news they say is critical of them.

The Federation of Nepali Journalists (FNJ) has deplored Thapa’s
murder and decided to organise a series of protest programs all over the

country to oppose what it says is a systematic attack on the freedom of
press. The federation has demanded that the Maoist leadership make a
public apology for Thapa’s death and commit themselves to not
repeating such acts. FNJ warned of a boycott of Maoist press statements,
articles, and opinion pieces if they do not apologise and make public
commitments to press freedom. The federation has also sent a strongly-
worded open letter to Maoist chief Prachanda, asking him about the
Maoists’ opinion of press freedom.

The New York-based Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ) issued a
statement and Amnesty International wrote an open letter to Prachanda
condemning the killing and expressing alarm at the increasing Maoist
violence against journalists. The International Federation of Journalists
called for international action against the Maoists for the killing and for
threatening to kill journalists.

The journalists from the midwest who have been threatened by the
Maoists include Harihar Singh Rathour in Dailekh and Bed Prakash
Timilsina, who have been reporting on the insurgency from Achham for
Kantipur and Kathmandu Post. In a strong front-page editorial on
Thursday, Kathmandu Post said: “If the Maoists are mulling the
elimination of the Fourth Estate, let them be warned that such an evil
ambition could well be the beginning of their own end.”

RAM HUMAGAIN/NEPALNEWS.COM
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business and their son, plus a former bank teller, Jim finds
himself examining his conscience.

22 August, 11AM
Crackerjack
Running time 1hr35mins
Director Paul Maloney

Cityside Bowls Club is suffering
from dwindling membership,
increasing overhead and pressure
to sell out from Bernie Fowler (John
Clarke). The only answer faithful
members Stan (Bill Hunter), Len

(Frank Wilson) and Eileen (Monica Maughan) can see is entering
a tournament for the prize money. A scan of the membership
list reveals that their best hope is Jack Simpson (Mick Malloy),
who has never shown up at the club but is instead making
money off the parking space.

22 August, 2PM
The Tracker
Running time 1hr40mins
Director Rolf de Heer

In 1922, three men are lead across
Australia by The Tracker (David Gulpilil)
as they search for a aboriginal man
accused of murdering a white woman.
On the case are The Fanatic (Gary
Sweet), The Follower (Damon Gameau)
and The Veteran (Grant Page). As they
travel across the harsh but beautiful

landscape, they reveal truths about their characters, reactions
and attitudes. Soon there are shifts of power and racial conflict
within the team, and the real question becomes who is leading
whom.

22 August, 4PM
Lantana
Running time 1hr55mins
Director Ray Lawrence

In a complex web of tangled
relationships, marriages and
connections, Leon (Anthony LaPaglia)
is a police detective who is cheating
on his wife Sonja (Kerry Armstrong)
with Jane (Rachel Blake). Jane’s
estranged husband (Glenn Robbins)

lives next door to Paula (Daniela Farinacci) and Nik (Vince
Colosimo). His psychiatrist, Valerie (Barbara Hershey) is
married to an academic (Geoffery Rush). When the dead body
of a woman is found in a lantana scrub, Leon’s investigation
connects everyone in a mesh of love, deceit, sex and death.

#

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

$"���
�����"�����������
While Kathmandu is preoccupied with the Maoist blockade, 100,000
children in Chitwan have not been able to go to school for the past
two weeks due to Maoist threats.

The Maoists have ordered that all schools located in areas with
paved roads shut down, and 250 of the 402 schools in the district
have been forced to close. These include government schools as well
as 10+2 teaching, campuses and vocational institutes. “This is such a
big waste, but no one seems to care,” says Prem Chhetri, a local
principal.

The chairman of the Guardians’ Society, Pushparaj Sharma, says
that the government doesn’t even seem to be aware of the calamity
facing education in Chitwan, and the Maoists are deliberately
targeting education. Chitwan has one of the highest literacy rates in
Nepal after Kathmandu.

Maoist student chief for Chitwan, Ramchandra Adhikari, refuses to
bear responsibility for the closure. “In China, schools were the
vanguard of the revolution,” he told a radio interviewer. Human rights
oganisations have added their criticism of the Maoist actions, saying
it violates children’s basic right to education. “They never did care
about anybody’s rights,” says Homnath Kandel, the Chitwan secretary
of the human rights group, HURPES.  (Indra Dhoj Kshetri in Chitwan)
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he Shri Krishna Secondary School in
Chhaimale hit the headlines last month
with the Maoist abduction of dozens of

grade nine students for three days. They were
forced to listen to revolutionary speeches, raise
lal salams and were then released.

But few people know that five months before
that, soldiers had come to the school and taken
away 15-year-old Prahladh Waiba. His father,
Chandra Bahadur, 65, is a peon at the school
where his son studied. One of his jobs is to ring
the school bell.

He had just finished hitting the gong to
mark the end of classes for the day when we
caught up with him. “I haven’t slept properly a
single night since my son was taken away,” says
Chandra Bahadur, who wants to know if the
journalists who came to cover the abductions
can do something to find his son. “I just need to
know that he is alive and where he is,” he says.

Prahladh’s classmate, Sudarsan, says his
friends are all distraught and that he feels bad
about Chandra Bahadur’s despair. “We see him
cry for Prahladh everyday,” says Sudarsan.

It was on 1 March that three soldiers in
plainclothes came to the school,which is

located 25km south of Kathmandu. They
entered the principal’s office and showed him
a list of three names. Only one of them was
present at that time: Prahlad Waiba, a 9th

grader. The headmaster was asked to go and
get the boy and Prahladh was taken away
without any explanation.

According to his teachers, the soldiers
promised the boy would be returned soon.
Prahladh’s father and the headmaster of the
school have gone to the military base in
Pharping several times but no one could tell
them anything.

We approached senior military sources,
who told us there are no civilians in detention
in Pharping. They said that if Prahladh was a
suspect, the boy might have been taken by
army intelligence to the capital for
interrogation. But the officer added: “We
are convinced that the boy was directly
involved in an ambush in the vicinity on
15 January that killed one soldier and
injured two. Prahladh was the one
signalling.”

The source says that one out of every
five families in Chhaimale is pro-Maoist,
adding, “People cooperate more with
Maoists than with the soldiers.” This may
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be true, but villagers in Chhaimale told us
they have no choice. Either way, they are
victimised.

The chairman of the Sri Krishna
Secondary School management committee
and Prahladh’s teachers disagree that their
student is a Maoist. “He is not just innocent,
but was also a brilliant student. He should be
returned to his family and school,” says the
chairman. Prahlad’s younger brother has fled
the village and now works in a restaurant in
Kathmandu.

Chandra Bahadur has one simple question
to visiting reporters: “The government calls the
Maoists terrorists, but they released all the
students they took away. Why doesn’t the
government send my son back?”
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BIZ    NEWS
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Nepali Times: Why this sudden price hike?
Hariom Joshi: Five months ago, the international price per
barrel of oil was around $30. Now it is $50. The price of petrol
per litre is Rs 62 in Raxaul in India but it was Rs 54 per litre in
Nepal. We have raised it to Rs 56. We end up selling oil for
less than the price we spend buying it.

How bad are the losses for NOC?
We have been incurring a Rs 580 million loss every month and
this is the worst scenario in the corporation’s 32-year history.
Last month we borrowed Rs 1.75 billion from the Rastriya
Banijya Bank and Standard Chartered to pay suppliers in
India. For next month’s supplies, we are still looking for
creditors.

Will the recent price hike help?
It will only bring the monthly loss to Rs 458 million.

Hasn’t the government been subsidising you?
We have not received a single paisa from the government for
subsidies. We have been paying for cross subsidies in the
different petro products. For instances, if there profit in aviation
fuel, we plough that into covering the loss from kerosene.

When you know that the prices are going up in the
international market, why don’t you ask the government to
make commensurate increases?
The government set up a high level pricing committee and we
update them every now and then. We believe the committee
has been updating the government as well, but maybe the
political instability keeps the government from making any
decision.

So, what are the prices that will keep you from incurring
further losses?
If we can just maintain price parity with India, we will break

even. That way we can also check the smuggling of the
petroleum products to India.

How about fuel adulteration? How do you check that?
People mix subsidised kerosene with diesel. We have been
trying to raise the price of kerosene to the level of diesel. But
last week’s price rise was not in line with our recommendation.
The price of kerosene has remained almost the same and the
price of petrol was raised by Rs 2 only. Such increase is too
insignificant.

But, come to think of it, why should Nepalis pay for the
government’s inability to control fuel adulteration?
There is no fuel adulteration in the depots of Nepal Oil
Corporation. It happens at private levels and checking that is
impractical.

It seems oil prices never go down when international prices
go down. They only go up.
First, we need to reach the level where we can become
sustainable and have some capital to buy oil without borrowing.
Once we reach that position, we can adjust the prices according
to the change in the international market.

What are the chances of the prices coming down in the near
future?
The chances are pretty slim because this time the price went up
during summer and that was quite unusual. The prices go up
every winter and that will happen in the coming winter as well.
Moreover, the market situation also favours a price rise. The
supply situation in the Gulf countries has remained stagnant
while the demand for petroleum products is on the rise. Even in
our country, more and more vehicles are being imported there is
a seven percent annual increase in petroleum consumption.
When supply remains stagnant and demand goes up, the most
common market principle says that the price will go up.
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With drastic decline in the number of incoming and outgoing vehicles
in Kathmandu due to the Maoist blockade around the Valley, the worst
hit sector is business. Security officials at the Nag Dhunga checkpoint
said 80 vehicles entered Kathmandu on the first day of the blockade,
down from 500 on a normal day. “Most of the cargo trucks and buses
stayed off the road,” said an army officer at Nag Dhunga.

Business leaders say they still haven’t figured out losses. “It’s
incalculable,” said one, adding that it would run into hundreds of
millions of rupees a day. “During Nepal bandas we calculated that the
loss amounts to more than Rs 150 million a day,” said Binod Bahadur
Shrestha, president of Federation of Nepali Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (FNCII). “But this indefinite blockade will certainly incur
heavier losses.”

The government has said it has stock of daily necessities for more
than a month (see pg4) but consumers are already bearing the brunt.
There is already scarcity of essentials and prices have gone up. “Even
when there are vegetables, they are stale and expensive,” says Guru
Prasad Poudel, a priest from Baneswor. Ganga Chhetri, a 52 year old
green grocer, said since there has been no supply of fresh vegetables,
she does not have anything to sell. “Blockades like these don’t affect
rich people but it is a matter of survival for us,” she said. “I hope we will
not have to starve to death.”

Even so, trucks carrying dairy produce and vegetables have
entered Kathmandu from the Sanga pass to Banepa and Dhulikhel,
providing some respite to consumers. But as the scarcity begins to bite,
many consumers feel some shops are taking advantage of the
situation. “It is evident everywhere that business community is cashing
in,” says 25-year-old Sarina Maharjan, who works in a travel agency.

The government has been assuring and reassuring transport
entrepreneurs and business firms that it will provide adequate security.
Yet, few appear convinced. “This is the result of fear psychosis
triggered by terrorism,” said Information Minister and government
spokesman Mohmmad Mohsin. “We believe we will be able to help
people get rid of such fear in the days to come.”

The army has been escorting convoys of buses and trucks through
the Thankot checkpoint. Said the army officer in Nag Dhunga: “Within
a few days, people will come to know that all is well and vehicle
movement will be normal again.”

PLASTIC POWER: The new Nabil Visa Electron card allows holders to
make purchases of goods and services from over 500 supermarkets,
stores, hotels, restaurants and travel agencies across Nepal, and
another 100,000 locations in India with no extra charges. Nabil Visa
Electrons are available to any Nabil bank account holder, with no
minimum balance requirement and the added advantage of 24-hour
service without the worries of carry cash.

SIZE DOWN: Marlboro Full Flavor and Lights
now come in a flip-top 10’s pack format. This
comes in addition to the Marlboro 20’s
already on the market. Marlboro 10’s are
priced at Rs 38 per pack.

ECONOMIC SENSE
Artha Beed
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ALL PICS (EXCEPT RIGHT): KIRAN PANDAY

A TALE OF THREE STUPAS (l-r): While the Pulchok Stupa (West) is smothered by billboards, buildings and a new pedestrian bridge, the Ibihi Tol stupa (East) and the Imadol Stupa (North) are relatively pro
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NOW AND THEN: The Lagankhel Stupa (South) 50 years ago with a cow
grazing on the grassy mound and the holy moat (above) and today (left)
threatened by new construction.
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NOW AND THEN: The Lagankhel Stupa (South) 50 years ago with a cow
grazing on the grassy mound and the holy moat (above) and today (left)
threatened by new construction.
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Human rights activist Krishna Pahadi in Deshantar, 8 August

The Maoist leaders are mere actors who are
being used by different power centres. A
main aspect of Maoist violence is the
uncertainty we see in the tarai today. There
is now a probability that foreign powers will
use this excuse to enter Nepal. The day the
power centres that are backing the rebels
decide to dump them, the Maoists will be
like flat tyres. They will look like squeezed
lemons.

Prachanda and Baburam Bhattarai
don’t seem to call the shots anymore. They
go on making announcements that are
never implemented. This gives us an idea
of the circumstances under which the

Maoists are being groomed. The two leaders have been saying that they
will maintain brotherly relations with other political workers, but people
are still being killed because they believe in other political principles.
When we can see that the cadres do not obey the leaders, it becomes
clear that there are other power centres that are actually in command of
the Maoist fold.

When I say foreign powers may enter Nepal, I don’t just mean India.
When the back door is open, anyone can come in. With increasing
militarisation and the stockpiling of arms, our northern neighbour is also
getting worried. The other worry is that Maoists have plans to spread
their base in the entire South Asian region after establishing what they
call their ‘model area’ in Nepal. Then they plan to change the global
political face. That means there would be increasing foreign
intervention, and when neighbouring powers start interfering in Nepal’s
internal matters, the way western powers view the country will also
change. Now they are opposing the Maoists. But when the country
becomes the playground of regional powers, the western powers will
certainly change their strategies on how to meddle and who to back.

The world community has been opposing the Maoist rebels’
atrocities. Amnesty International’s recent open letter to Prachanda is an
indication that Maoist excesses have gone from bad to worse. Even
human rights activists, journalists and teachers are becoming targets.

Like any other political party, the Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist)
also seeks help from human rights organisations when it is in trouble.
Our office (Human Rights and Peace Society) has been getting
repeated calls from different Maoist quarters. They have been asking us
to investigate several cases that involve what they call ‘extra judicial
killings’ of their members, including Bharat Dhungana. But when we ask
them to release the unarmed people they have taken hostage, they
simply ignore our calls.

Once the rebels charge anyone of becoming a government
informant or being corrupt, that is a terminal decision.

This proves they have no political culture and that they only rule by
the gun. They have begun to use the gun even against human rights
activists. They believe that they can treat us the way they did Ganesh
Chiluwal, who was killed by their cadres a few days after he burnt effigies
of Prachanda and Baburam Bhattarai. The rebels are now openly
abducting people in the name of spreading their programs, policies and
philosophy. If this is the situation today, what kind of freedom will we
have when they come to power tomorrow?

�-!$$.$�	  $)�*&
KIRAN PANDAY
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he spread of poliomyelitis could
be totally curbed worldwide this
year and the disease could be

eradicated by 2005, thanks to the
removal of the last obstacles in
Africa according to  David Heymann,
WHO special representative on polio
eradication.

The polio immunisation
campaign has resumed in the
northern Nigerian state of Kano,
where it had been suspended a year
ago due to rumours about the safety
of vaccines.

Circulating around that largely
Muslim area were rumours that it was
contaminated with HIV or contained
elements of family planning which
sterilised young girls. Due to the
rumours, Kano Governor Ibrahim
Shekaru called off the vaccination
campaign, as did authorities in other
northern states in Nigeria.

The suspension of the campaign
led to a resurgence of polio cases in
Kano and other Nigerian states, and
in neighbouring countries that had
been declared disease-free.  The
Nigerian government subsequently
set up a commission to evaluate the
vaccines, and the authorities in Kano

lobal plans to eradicate polio continue to flounder in India’s Uttar
Pradesh state, which has more than 53 percent of India’s burden of the
disease. This is hampering a worldwide eradication program.

India’s Health ministry officials blame resistance to polio immunisation
by members among the Muslim community, a sizeable section of the
population in western Uttar Pradesh, a state with over 170 million people.
Badayun with seven cases and Moradabad with five are the worst affected
districts this year.

‘’Some Muslim families resist immunisation in the belief that we are
trying to sterilise them,’’ said a health ministry official. Of the 15 cases of
polio reported so far this year, 11 were those of children from Muslim families.

Some 200 million doses of oral vaccine are administered in two single-
day ‘pulse’ immunisation campaigns every year across India to reach all
children under the age of five. This attempts to replace the wild virus with the
attenuated one used in the vaccines. But such has been the resistance
immunisation efforts in Uttar Pradesh and adjoining Bihar that health workers
risk being beaten up by irate Muslim villagers, who believe that the drops are
part of a global conspiracy against people of their faith.

Similar attitudes have been reported from other parts of the world,
notably Nigeria’s Kano state (see above). In India, to counter false rumours
and beliefs Rotary International and United Nations Childrens Fund
(UNICEF) have roped in support from religious leaders and academics from
the Aligarh Muslim University (AMU). The AMU’s efforts were being led by
vice-chancellor Naseem Ahmed who personally administered polio drops to
infants in reluctant Muslim homes.

India’s efforts are crucial to the Global Polio Eradication Initiative,
launched in 1988 when the disease was endemic in 125 countries affecting
350,000 people annually. By 2002 that figure was reduced to just 1,866.

A deadline for total eradication now set for 2005—five years behind the
original target of 2000. Nepal is also approaching a 100 percent polio-free
status, due to massive immunisation campaigns—but this will mean nothing
if there are still transmission threats from the south.

Still, India has made remarkable progress from scenario of the 1980s
when the country recorded 20,000 new cases annually. �� (Ranjit Devraj/IPS)

set up two separate teams of experts
to do the same. The verdicts handed
down by the commissions cleared up
the doubts and recommended that
the immunisation activities continue
in Kano state.

Governor Shekaru himself
administered the vaccine to four
children of government officials.
Heymann said there was still some
resistance from certain religious
leaders but the Nigerian press had a
“very positive’’ attitude.

Heymann said the renewed
vaccination efforts would allow
northern Nigeria to “catch up’’ with
the southern states and the rest of
West Africa.

Polio is an infectious viral
disease of the central nervous system
that causes muscular atrophy. The
greatest incidence of the disease,
also known as infantile paralysis, is in
children aged five to 10.

So far this year, 538 children
have been infected worldwide,
including 430—80 percent of the
total—in Nigeria. Affected countries
include India,  Afghanistan and
Egypt, which Heymann said “have the
lowest ever reported numbers polio
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cases’’ this year.
“We believe that they will be

able to interrupt transmission in the
next few months,’’ said Heymann.
The Asian countries “have been
able to maintain very low
(transmission) levels.’’ He warned,
however, that there are still risks in
those countries, like the possibility
that governments will feel confident,
let down their guard, and allow polio
to return.

The four bodies behind the
global campaign—WHO, the United
Nations children’s fund (UNICEF),
Rotary International and the US
Centres for Disease Control and
Prevention—have a goal of
complete eradication around the
world by 2005.

In Africa, transmission could be
cut this year. However,  a period of
three to six months is needed to be
sure transmission is interrupted, and
twelve months to be certain, so
success would not be confirmed
until next year. Heymann also said
the religious leaders are “very
important,’’ and that UNICEF is
working closely with them in Central
Africa. �  (IPS)

�

�

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

���	
�
�����
Burmese migrant workers are displaying signs of new confidence about
their status as labourers in Thailand. Talking freely on the streets of
Bangkok in their own language is one of them. Such openness is also
accompanied by a feeling of security that police harassment will wane.

‘’I have less to worry now; I feel more comfortable when I go out to
meet my friends,’’ says Hla Hla Aye, a Burmese migrant worker employed
as a maid in Bangkok.

Even migrant rights campaigners are witnessing the emerging shift in
the environment. ‘’We can now work with them in the open, unlike before,
where we had to distribute information secretly,’’ says Jackie Pollock of the
Migrant Action Programme, a NGO based in the northern city of Chiang
Mai.

Till early this year, however, the climate was different, with activists
chronicling the regular pace of abuse directed at migrant workers in
public. There is little doubt that the Thai government’s new migrant
labour policy, now in the throes of implementation, led to this change.

Under the new migrant labour program, where workers from
neighbouring countries have been assured more care and freedoms, a key
feature is the worker’s right to independently register themselves with Thai
authorities. Previously the worker had to depend on the employer to
submit the registration papers.

The new program also guarantees registered migrant workers the right
to change jobs during the year and the chance of opening a bank
account. Bangkok also welcomed the dependants of this foreign work force
to register in an effort to document their presence and offer protection.

Success is reflected in the nearly 1.2 million migrant workers who
registered across the country between 1-29 July. This marked an over two-
fold increase in the number of registered migrant workers from the
previous year, which averaged close to 500,000.

What remained consistent, though, was the breakdown of the countries
they came from, with most of them hailing from Burma, followed by
Thailand’s two other neighbours, Laos and Cambodia.

Most of the migrant workers are in jobs that Thai labourers are turning
away from, including domestic work, toiling in the agriculture sector, the
garment and manufacturing sector and the construction sector. But
despite Thailand’s current minimum wage—3.30 US dollars—the monthly
earnings of migrant workers vary, some being woefully underpaid. Abuse in
the workplace is also rampant.

But Burmese political activists do not expect this dismal reality to stop
the flood of people pouring through the porous Thai-Burma border into
Thailand. The July registration is also revealing the changing profile of
workers coming from Burma, which now includes people from central
Burma and from the areas closer to the Indian border—a sign of how
Burma’s economic situation is worsening, forcing more people to leave for
jobs in Thailand. (Marwaan Macan-Markar/IPS)
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Nearly five centuries ago, on 15 November 1505, Dom Lourenco de
Almeida arrived off the harbour of Colombo in nine ships after being
caught in a storm. That accident led to one and a half centuries of
Portuguese rule, fuelled with missionary zeal, which can only be
characterised by cruelty, greed and intolerance.

While Sri Lanka prepares next year to commemorate the 500th

anniversary of the arrival of the Portuguese, a group of scholars are on a
mission to write their own version of history from the perspective of the
colonised. The band of around 30 people are pouring over ancient palm
leaf manuscripts, scouring the museums of Western Europe, studying the
details of paintings, checking out ancient tombstones and digging for any
clues from homes and temples.

‘’History is written with a perspective and in the case of the
Portuguese, like all other colonisers, the perspective is theirs,’’ says Dr
Susantha Goonatilake, a well-known Sri Lankan scholar, adding, ‘‘what
of our colonised people’s perspective?’’

The Sri Lankan government has other motives for the study. ‘’We
will ask Portugal to admit to the atrocities committed in Sri Lanka and
make a public apology, we will also seek reparation for loss of life and
property during that time and get them to return the treasures spirited
away from this land,’’ says Culture Minister Vijitha Herath.

The government is banking on the academic study unearthing
enough evidence for it to seek compensation from Portugal. There were
unsubstantiated claims that the Portuguese pilfered and plundered Sri
Lanka’s ancient Buddhist temples. However, Minister Herath reveals that
there is evidence the Portuguese destroyed 256 places of religious
worship, both Buddhist and Hindu temples along the coastal belt.

In 1658, the Dutch ended the Portuguese rule of Sri Lanka, then
known as Ceylon. After the Dutch, the country was under the British until
1948—when Ceylon gained its independence.

Asked whether such an inquiry would stir up religious strife in a country
that is already a simmering in a cauldron of religious intolerance, Herath
says, ‘’It will help us to accept what has happened and move ahead to the
future...it will put history in its right perspective.’’

‘Scores of churches have been attacked in the past two years by
majority Singhalese groups, claiming fundamentalist Christians
were all out to convert Buddhists. (Kumudini Hettiarachchi/IPS)
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Brunson McKinley
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The Men’s Shotput finals were held on Wednesday at the ancient stadium in Olympia, the site of the first Olympic
Games in 776 BC

henever anyone asks me why the Olympics are my favourite
event, I give anecdotes, not examples or logical reasons. The
hours are long, the travel often tedious. But invariably, there is

a bizarre juxtaposition that holds out the possibility of hope.
Such a quintessential Olympic moment unfolded Monday at the

Olympic Village. This was flag-raising day, when each delegation was
welcomed into the village.

At about 5:30 on Monday evening, about 150 journalists packed an
auditorium in the athletes’ village to get their first glimpse of the Iraqi
delegation. The delegation arrived shortly after 6 pm with the buzz and

electricity that accompanies an
important news event. The
delegation’s tone was somber, as
earnest as it was enthusiastic. A 24-
year-old boxer spoke of the

privilege of fighting for his country, showing the world that Iraq, despite
being occupied—primarily by the United States—was on the way back.
Others spoke about the hope of a new Iraq symbolised by its athletes.

“We are starting from scratch,” said Dr Tiras Odisho, the director
general of Iraq’s National Olympic Committee. He announced that there
would be prizes for Iraqi athletes who won medals: $25,000 for a gold,
$15,000 for silver and $10,000 for bronze.

An hour later, 50 meters away in an open plaza, the US delegation
was being welcomed in an upbeat, festive celebration of high
expectations.  When the US ceremony was over and the Iraqi news
conference ended, American athletes and officials crisscrossed with Iraqi
athletes and officials, both delegations quickly and easily blending into
a sea of other nations. This, to me, is hope.

But here is the problem for many American athletes who have
chosen to participate in these Games: The Iraqi athletes may carry the
scars of war, but American athletes carry the burden. Normally, the US
flag is flown outside the housing area immediately after the flag-raising
ceremony. The flag was not flown Monday. At these Games, the US
delegation decided that it wanted its athletes to settle in and get
comfortable first.

The explanation for the break in tradition is simply that it’s a
different world now. There is an uneasiness greater than at any Games in
the last 20 years, an acute awareness of being not just an American, but
also being in and of the United States.

Whether you oppose the war in Iraq and its residue, as I do, or
whether you support the war, as many do, people from the United States
are all grouped together in this setting. Members of the U.S. Olympic
team are being given pointed reminders and instruction about their
behaviour. Herman Frazier, a former gold medalist in track, is the chef de
mission, or general manager, of the delegation.

Will fans still be encouraged to chant “USA! USA!” at these Summer
Games, or will they be asked to applaud and politely wave an occasional
flag? Jennie Finch, a star pitcher for the softball team, says she is not
disguising her nationality.

The 46-member delegation from Iraq and the nearly 1,000-member
delegation from the United States marched into the Olympic Stadium
on Friday for the majestic beginning of the 28th Olympiad. A parade of
nations, many at war with one another, many carrying on tribal conflicts
that span generations.

There is something gratifying about watching athletes interact in the
village, speaking the universal language of competition and hard work.
This is a tradition that dates to antiquity, when warring factions competed
and forged friendships along the way.

The Games are a road map for possibility. Our politicians drag us
into these messes; maybe our athletes can lead us out. ��

William C Rhoden is the sports columnist for the New York Times.

VANTAGE POINT
William C Rhoden

��������	
����	�

�����������������������&�
�
�����	
�� ��������
����
	�����	�

)�������������������
!
�����"����������	��
�	����

��
��������	���
���
��
�
���������
�
�����������0�+���
���������
�����7
��������

�334'

(
����������������)
+���
��
��������������
�
�������
��"��	����
�
<�
��
������������
��������
�1��4� ��������
�����	�99��'
E������������������
&��=���
��
��
������	�����	�

��
�
������
�'�(
�	����
��
)
���
��
��	����
��/�
�$�
���
6��
�)���������������������&�
������*����
����
�
�����������)

����������
��	���
������
��
�
��"���
�����"�
������)

���
���;��4)��;���'

(
���������	�

�����
���
�)
����������(��B&���������
�
�������
���
��
�����������
���������������
�����
����
B���������
�
���������4�����

� ���6���������'�%����

�
	
�������
���������	
�����
��������������������
��� �
��
������
����������
����
����
������������������
���
��� ��
�
����������������
��
�����
��'

7���
���
��������
����������
�
������
���������
����
��
���)�����
�����������



ABOUT TOWN

�� 20 - 26 AUGUST 2004 ��������

Call 4442220 for show timings      www.jainepal.com

�	
�����
�

Visit Femilines, the Exclusive
Lingerie Store for ladies
undergarments, nightwear, bathrobes
and more. Ladies staff. Opposite
Sajha Yatayat, Harihar Bhawan,
Pulchowk. Tel: 547428

LIVE IN STYLE! Arcadia Apartments in
the heart of  Thamel. Centrally
located, fully furnished apartments at
unbelievable rates. For details:
981026903, 4260187

FOR SALE: A new Opel Corsa Sail 1.4
2500 km Rs 13,50,000 For details,
contact Sekhar 9851041293

A new white Maruti 9500 km
Rs 600,000. For details, contact
Sekhar 9851041293

HOUSE ON RENT: At Panipokhari,
opposite the American embassy,
behind the petrol pump station. 1
master bedroom w/t attached bath, 3
bedrooms w/t semi-attached bath,
drawing room, dining room kitchen,
store-room, puja room, watchman
room, an outhouse and garage. Total
area of compound 7500 sq. ft. For
details contact mobile no. 9851024874.

A newly constructed 2 storied
furnished house on rent at Civil
Homes Bhainsipati
For details contact Sekhar 9851041293

A modern bungalow with 5 rooms, 5
bathrooms at Comfort Housing,
Sitapaila with community facilities of
Security Guard, Swimming Pool,
Health Club, Squash Court. Contact:
9851024437

In Kyun! ho gaya na... Diya Malhotra (Asihwarya Rai) is an
idealistic, sensitive girl, raised by her father. When he decides
she should travel to Mumbai to help his friend Raj Chauhan
(Amitabh Bachchan) run a small orphanage, he arranges that
she stay with family friends, the Khannas. She then meets Arjun
(Vivek Oberoi), a seemingly free-spirited, fun-loving, adventurous
guy. The two later realise that they’re staying at the same house—
the Khannas are Arjun’s parents. Their friendship develops and
their opposing views on love and marriage are at the heart of
this romantic comedy.

For insertions ring NT
Marketing at 5543333-36.

JAI NEPAL CINEMA

NOW SHOWING         Bookings open

Heavy monsoon rains may cause the streets of Putali Sadak to fill with more
water than the Bagmati on an average day, but at least they bring down the
PM10 (particles small enough to enter the human body) in one of
Kathmandu’s most notoriously polluted areas. This week pollution actually
dropped to the ‘OK’ level in Putali Sadak, as it did at most of the monitoring
stations around the Valley—with the exception of the Patan Hospital area
which remained ‘unhealthy’.

Good < 60

Ok 61 to 120

Unhealthy 121 to 350

Harmful 351 to 425

Hazardous >425

  Putalisadak    Patan H          Thamel      TU            Bhaktapur  Matsyagaun

KATHMANDU AIR QUALITY

8 - 14 August in micrograms per cubic meter.
Source: www. mope.gov.np

KATHMANDU VALLEY

by MAUSAM BEEDNEPALI WEATHER

Fri  Sat Sun Mon Tue

29-19  28-19 27-18  26-18 26-19

With only one-third of the
monsoon left, this satellite
weather picture taken on
Thursday afternoon shows more
rains in store due to a prevailing
low-pressure trough moving up
to the Himalaya from the Bay.
There is an active monsoon
front moving across Nepal from
east to west that will bring
moderate to heavy showers all
along the Mahabharat hills.
Kathmandu Valley will be wetter
this weekend, with sustained
night rain and brief but heavy
afternoon showers.
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Kathmandu
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� Charcoal drawings by Youdhisthir Maharjan at Indigo Gallery, until 29
August. 4413580, www.asianart.com/indigo

� Contemporary Expressions from India Various artists celebrating India’s
58th Independence Day. Until 30 August at the Siddhartha Art Gallery


�
���

� 4th Bagmati River Festival till 21 August:
Bagmati Eco-challenge. Relay team event along the river on 20 August.
Bagmati Down River Kayak Race on 21 August
Jal Jatra, grand finale at Kalmorchan, Thapathali on 21 August. Rs 150.

� Movies 2PM onwards at the Alliance Francaise: Nikita, 22 August
� Le Prix du Pardon, The Prince of Forgiveness. A film by Mansour Sora

Wade, 22 August, 5.30 PM at Nepal Tourism Board, Bhrikuti Mandap
� Discussions at Martin Chautari:

How should NGOs finance their activities? 22 August, 3PM
Importance of writing in higher education. 23 August, 3PM
Junk food and food security. 24 August, 5PM
Film show and discussion. 26 August, 3PM
Coca-cola or Mohi? 26 August, 5:30 PM

� Reiki course for beginners, 26-27 August at HBMC, 4414843
� Discovering Buddhism, 10AM to 4PM at HMBC, August 21 and 22.

4414843
� Creative Mandala Art workshop by Carolyn Boch, 10AM-4PM on August 22

at HMBC. 4414843
� St. Augustine’s (Kalimpong) School Day Celebration @ Hotel Nirvana,

Thamel. 5.30 PM on 28 August. Tickets Rs 200 for 1996 batch & later and
Rs 400 for everyone else. 9851022090

� Surviving in culture Support the Blue Diamond Society. 31 August,
12 noon to 2PM, starting at Tridevi Marg. 4443350,
bluediamondsociety@yahoo.com

� Changa Chait 2061 Kite flying at Club Himalaya, Nagarkot. 25 September,
2 and 16 October. Rs 100. 4410432

�����

� Tri Groove at Moksh on 21 August. 7PM, Rs 300
� Deo at Not Just The Jazz Bar. Fridays at Hotel Shangri-la, Lazimpat.
� Jatra Friday Nites Live music by The Strings. 4256622
� Live music at Moksh. Musician’s night and A-Four Guitar Quartet on

Tuesdays and Full Circle on Fridays. 7PM onwards, free entry.

������

� Ultimate cocktail at Club Platinum. 8PM onwards, 21
August. Rs 600, includes one cocktail.

� Island Bar with DJ Raju, Abhaya and The Cloud
Walkers. The Rox Bar, Hyatt Regency. 4491234

� Free drink deals at Red Onion Bar, Lazimpat
� Monsoon Wine Festival at Kilroy’s, Thamel.

Rs 150 per large glass.
� Lychee Martinis and latest club hits at Rox Bar,

Hyatt Regency Kathmandu,

����

� Delicious barbecue dinner Fridays at Summit Hotel. 5521810
� Friday Nights at Subterrania Club Kilroy. 4412821
� Farm House Café Nature with your meals at Park Village Hotel. 4375280
� Café Bahal Newari and continental cuisine at Kathmandu Guest House.
� Vegetarian Creations at Stupa View Restaurant. 4480262
� Splash Spring BBQ Wednesday and Friday evenings, 6PM onwards.

Radisson Hotel, Kathmandu.
� Executive Lunch at Toran Restaurant, Dwarika’s. 4479488
� Sunny Side Up Weekend BBQ at Soaltee Crowne Plaza Kathmandu.

4273999
The Beer Garden at Vaijayantha, Godavari Village Resort. 5560675

� Dwarika’s Thali Lunch at The Heritage courtyard. 4479488

�
�
�
��

� Summer in Shivapuri Birdwatching and great views at Sivapuri Heights
Cottage. steve@escape2nepal.com. 9851051780

� Wet & Wild Summer Splash every weekend at the Godavari Village Resort.
� Pure relaxation at Tiger Mountain Pokhara Lodge. 01 4361500
� Bardia National Park with Jungle Base Camp Lodge.

junglebasecamp@yahoo.com
� Golf at Gokarna Forest Golf Resort & Spa. 4451212
� Weekend Special at Park Village Resort, Budhanilkantha. 4375280
� Early Bird discounts at Shangri-La Hotel & Resort. 4412999
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MIN BAJRACHARYA

KIRAN PANDAY

�
s a boy, Yudhistir Maharjan
loved to watch his painter
father at work, knowing all

along that someday he would be like
him. He didn’t have to wait long.
Barely 19, Youdhisthir has got his
first exhibition.

After dabbling with oil on canvas
and water colour he was inspired four
years ago by artist Gobinda Dongol
to take up charcoal. Since then, he
has produced well over 100 charcoal
drawings that are all unique and
breathtaking: portraits of Jyapu
farmers, the mysterious dark spaces
above Kathmandu temples,
traditional waterspouts, Ganesh
posing with a flute and ancient
wooden windows and pillars.

“My life means nothing without

���������	�

���

charcoal,” Youdhisthir tells us at the
opening of his exhibition at the
Indigo Art Gallery. Art was always in
his genes, but Youdhisthir says he
had to convince his parents that he
could make a living out of his life’s
passion. “Either you become rich or
you are penniless as an artist, but
that is the risk I want to take,” says
Youdhisthir. His talent has earned
him a scholarship at a college in
the United States this year. So, is he
coming back? “Most definitely,” he
replies, “this is here where I have
always found inspiration.”

Youdhisthir’s inspiration comes
especially from the shape and form
of the god Ganesh, the popular
‘obstacle remover’. “His paintings
give us a breath of fresh air. You

soar into the space with his work,”
says Indigo Gallery’s James
Giambrone who encouraged him to
exhibit his work. Environmentalist
Anil Chitrakar is also ecstatic: “The
concept of space is so beautifully
crafted.”

With his first exhibition,
Youdhisthir has already created a
buzz. Even so, making a name for
himself doesn’t seem to be
Youdhisthir’s primary concern. As he
says, “I really don’t care about fame
and money. After all, art is not a
commodity. It is a passion.”  �
(Naresh Newar)

Charcoal drawings by Youdhisthir
Maharjan at Indigo Art Gallery, until

29 August.
Tel: 4413580
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CDO Regd No. 194/056/57 Lalitpur, Central Region Postal Regd. No. 04/058/59

UNDER  MY  HAT
Kunda Dixit
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