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Given the media industry's 
short attention span, 
l imi t ed  capac i ty  to 

capture context, and the scripted 
narrative of international news, 
reporters cannot be entirely 
blamed for often superficial 
coverage of disasters.

Anniversaries are a time 
to revisit disasters, and the 
sequel  to Nepal's earthquake 
was written before the reporters 
arrived -- about non-existent 
government response, survivors 
still living in tents, and that 
none of the $4.1 billion pledged last year has been spent. 
The truth, as we know, is little more complex. But it would 
be silly to let facts get in the way of a trending topic.

The coverage of the earthquake is in stark contrast to 
the Indian blockade, the economic impact of which on the 
country was much more debilitating than the earthquake.  
Which begs the question of why the foreign media and a 
self-righteous international community was conspicuous 
by its absence. Ditto when the Tarai was burning last 
August, and when earthquake relief was stuck at the border 
for five months. And also when the shortage of aviation 
fuel and diesel halted the distribution of winterisation 
kits for earthquake shelters. Hospitals ran out of diesel for 
generators, vaccine cold chains broke down, schools were 
closed and the country was in the throes of a humanitarian 
crisis. Foreign media could have made a world of a difference 
by being there when patients were dying in November-
December 2015 because ambulances had run out of fuel. But 
those were not the ambulances they were chasing. 

The Google Database of Events Language and Tone 
(GDELT Project) collaborated with the humanitarian news 
agency, IRIN  to analyse coverage of the earthquake in the 
first half of 2015, using 300,000 articles in 65 languages 
that mentioned the word Nepal. There isn’t much interest 
in Nepal till 25 April  (see graph). The interest lasts about a 
week, there is a small peak on 12 May when a US Marines 
rescue helicopter disappeared and a smaller blip four days 
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Q. Are you open to using  the electric crematorium?

JUST WAITING
We lost two decades in the war and then 
political transition (“Just waiting”, Bidushi 
Dhungel, #804). Nearly 20,000 innocents 
were murdered to prove the signifi cance 
of an outdated ideology. Able-bodied 
youth were forced to migrate, and none 
of the signifi cant development projects 
was completed. But those who kept us 
poor are now being awarded with plump 
ministerial portfolios. We have been 
dependent on India for everything, not just 
fuel. It was largely because of a senseless 
war that stymied whatever efforts were in 
place to institutionalise democracy in the 
1990s.  And they say they did it to build 
Nepal anew. If New Nepal is a country 
where we have to suffer 18 hours of power 
outage, fuel crisis and politicisation of all 
government institutions, I do not want a 
New Nepal. 

Chhatra Tiwari

MOHNA ANSARI 
It feels so good to know that Nepal still 
has some people who stand up for what 
is right (“PM gave us a lecture: NHRC”, 
Seulki Lee, #804). NHRC spokesperson 
Mohna Ansari seems to be a bold woman 
trying to bring about some positive 
changes unlike the crooked politicians. 

It has been a decade now since the war, 
and people continue to suffer. Somebody 
needs to stand up against this. Bravo, 
Mohna.

Niru Tamang

Our corrupt politicians are playing 
with fi re. One day they will be engulfed 
in it themselves. If war crimes are not 
investigated properly and the perpetrators 
not punished, people will take the law into 
their own hands and avenge the death 
of their dear ones. And it will happen 
sooner than you can imagine. The only 
way to prevent this is to allow the truth 
commission work effectively without 
political restraints. 

Dipak Shrestha

The tragedy of Nepal’s war victims 
is that no one really cares about them 
(“How many times do we need to share 
our story?”, Seulki Lee, #804) . The 
Maoists who abducted, tortured and killed 
civilians are in power. They are split, 
but get united whenever war crimes are 
investigated. Those army personnel who 
have been charged with extra-judicial 
killings of civilians are protected by non-
Maoist parties. Therefore, whether it is 
the family of Mukti Nath Adhikari publicly 

executed by the Maoists or Maina 
Sunuwar raped, tortured and killed 
by the army, perpetrators are not 
going to be brought to justice. And we 
have seen during the recent Indian 
blockade how selfi sh and hypocrital 
the international community can be. 
We cannot really expect them to help 
confl ict victims, we need to fi nd our 
own way of truth and reconciliation 
for permanent peace and prosperity, 
and this process could begin when 
the Maoists publicly apologise to the 
families of war victims.

Yam Subba

DISASTROUS  COVERAGE
Attention, foreign media covering earthquake anniversary: read this. 

later when the chopper was found in Dolakha.
The GDELT/IRIN study further analyses the 33,000 

mentions of Nepal on 25 and 26 April 2015 and found that 
nearly a quarter of the stories were about the avalanche at 
Mt Everest Base Camp that killed 16. Predictably, by mid-
May coverage of Nepal fell back to nearly pre-earthquake 
levels even though the actual slow-motion disaster was just 
beginning in Nepal.

Coverage of the earthquake, especially on tv, zoomed in  
on what destruction there was, creating the misimpression 
that Kathmandu had been utterly devastated. Some 
monuments had collapsed, and those visuals were just too 
dramatically arresting to resist, but the fact that 90 per cent 
of the residential buildings in Kathmandu Valley withstood 
the quake did not fit the prevailing news narrative. Reporters 
are supposed to strive for accuracy, but disproportionate 
coverage of destruction in itself distorts the truth. One year 
later, the world is again fed decontextualised coverage.

If the GDELT Project monitoring had continued, we 
would likely be seeing a slight rise in mentions of Nepal on 
databases worldwide right about now, peaking perhaps on 
Monday next week. Thereafter, we are again bound to steep 
descent as Nepal and the earthquake once more sink back 
into oblivion.

News is a product much like what is called FMCG in 
advertising parlance -- to be gathered, processed, packaged 
and sold like a fizzy drink.  The market is mainly in the 
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Most visited online page
Brick by brick by Lucia De Vries

Most popular on Twitter 
The Year of Living Off -Balance by 
Foreign Hand (57 retweets, 80  likes)

Most commented  
“How many times do we need to 
share our story?” by Seulki Lee

Most shared on Facebook
The Year of Living Off -Balance by 
Foreign Hand (75 shares)

Most reached on Facebook
Building back healthier By Sahina Shrestha
Non-governments work with government to overhaul medical services in 

quake-hit districts (14,571)

JIRI HOSPITAL

Total votes: 80

West, and that dictates the 
selection of what makes news. 
Earthquakes make it, blockades 
don’t. They just take too long 
to explain.

The Indian blockade was 
an asymmetrical response to 
the inability of Nepal’s rulers 
to address the grievances of 
plains-dwellers, and its heavy-
handed crackdown on ensuing 
protests last year. It gave 
the wily Oli government the 
perfect excuse for the delays in 
earthquake relief. He whipped 

up xenophobia and ultra-nationalism, camouflaging his 
inability to deal with India, to get the National Reconstruction 
Authority up and running, and to hide political protection 
of black-marketeers.  The Indians did Oli a big favour with 
the blockade, allowing him to get away with doing nothing.  

In the midst of all this are the bright spots featured in 
the current and previous editions of this newspaper: the 
communities that have taken up reconstruction on their 
own, heritage conservationists at the Kathmandu Valley 
Preservation Trust (KVPT)  who are rebuilding historic 
sites with the Department of Archaeology, international 
organisations like Possible  that have forged effective 
partnerships with the Ministry of Health to rebuild not 
just destroyed hospitals but also the health system in the 
earthquake-affected areas, or organisations like Miyamoto 
International and Childreach Nepal  working with the 
Department of Education to rebuild government schools in 
Sindhupalchok.

These are inspirational examples of non-government 
organisations working with government to deliver valuable 
services. Ultimately, our goal should be not to absolve the 
government of its responsibility but improve its capacity to 
reach people in need.

News about slow government is no longer news to 
us Nepalis. It is a given. The real news is what we do 
despite that, make such behind-the-scenes partnerships 
newsworthy. 

BIKRAM RAI
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THIS IS IT
Rubeena Mahato

Nepalis do not need an 
anniversary to remind 
them of what has been a 

recurring nightmare. A year after 
the earthquake and billions of 
dollars promised for rebuilding, 
2.5 million people are still living 
in temporary homes.

 People have lost their loved 
ones, their livelihoods, livestock 
and homes. They have little hope 
that things will improve. Every 
second matters, yet our political 
parties took nine months just to 
appoint a CEO to the National 
Reconstruction Authority (NRA). 
It did not matter to them that 
earthquake survivors were wet, 
cold and hungry while they were 
wrangling over the NRA seat.

This lack of seriousness, 
an absolute disregard for 
the people’s welfare and the 
shocking confidence that they 
are indispensable makes one 
wonder what we Nepalis  ever 
did to deserve politicians like 
these.

Our tragedy is not that we 
live in one of the most perilous 
and disaster-prone parts of 
the world, but that we have 
inherited a political class that is 
capable of keeping this country 
in a perpetual state of ruin as 
long as they can benefit from it. 
With two big earthquakes and 

an even more damaging Indian 
blockade, the year 2072 was not 
a very good one. But has any 
year been better? How long are 
we condemned to live like this? 
At this pace of reconstruction, 
whatever is still standing will be 
destroyed in the next Big One, 
which is inevitable.

Now that the blockade is over, 
there shouldn’t be fuel lines and 
gas cylinders should be plentiful 

and sold at normal prices, right? 
Wrong. We should be catching 
up with delayed infrastructure 
projects, but they are in limbo. 
With things returning to normal, 
there should have been a 
semblance of governance by now.

What has stopped the 
government from amending 
discriminatory citizenship 
provisions in the constitution 
to give equal rights to Nepali 

human rights and democracy. It 
seemed as if they had no qualms 
watching millions of Nepalis 
suffer if that’s what it took to 
teach Katmandu a lesson.

Despite knowing full well 
that India blockading Nepal 
immediately after the earthquakes 
would lead to a humanitarian 
crisis, the international 
community kept its mouth 
shut for fear of hurting India’s 
feelings. There are now claims 
from different quarters that Nepal 
is facing grave existential threat 
owing to the Madhes unrest, 
but by failing to support Nepal 
when it was most needed, the 
international community has 
proven once and for all that it 
is not a neutral partner. Nepalis 
are trapped between corrupt 
and incompetent political forces 
within, and external powers 
without. Both are working to 
advance their self-interest at the 
cost of the ordinary people of 
Nepal.

Understandably, there is an 
air of cynicism and collective 
despair, but survivors of the 
earthquake and those reeling 
under food shortages caused by 
a prolonged drought in western 
Nepal, continue to do the best 
they can to survive day-to-day.

Much to the disappointment 
of blockade imposers, Nepal 
did not come tumbling down in 
those five months last year. And 
perhaps Nepal will continue to 
survive despite the doomsayers 
because of the fortitude and 
wisdom of its hardy people. 

 Nepalis learnt long ago they 
cannot rely on their government, 
and recent events have  taught 
us we cannot rely on outsiders 
either. 

Devil and deep blue sea
Nepalis learnt long ago they cannot rely on their government, and 
recent events have  taught us we cannot rely on outsiders either   

women? What has stopped it 
from eliminating fear, doubt and 
misinformation that has been 
spread among Madhesis about 
the new constitution? How long 
will our leaders keep on pointing 
at external threats to hide their 
incompetence, and how long will 
people buy their lies?  It took an 
Indian blockade to wake some of 
our leaders from their slumber 
and sign a transit treaty with 
China. What will prompt them to 
pursue Nepal’s interests beyond 
mere survival for the greater 
wellbeing of their people?

The way things are going, 
the international community 
is eager to write off Nepal as 
a failed state, and it is hard 

not to notice an alliance 
forming that wants 

to discredit and 
delegitimise the 
Nepali nation. 

If our parties do 
not get their act 

together, there are 
more difficult days ahead.

For all their talk of 
humanitarian support and 
accountability, the international 
community was hardly to be 
seen during the difficult months 
when Nepal was being blockaded 
by India. Their disdain and 
criticism of the Nepali state, does 
little to mask their own selective 
application of principles of 

DIWAKAR CHETTRI



SAHINA SHRESTHA 
IN KAVRE

SHANKAR DAHAL 
IN DOLAKHA
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BIZ BRIEFS

being so low before.
“I waited three hours to fill 

up my containers,” says Sarita 
Shrestha of Hatiya, who came to 
collect water at Thulodhara after 
a tap closer to home dried up. 
“Even here, the water flow is half 
of what it was last year this time.” 

The water shortage has 
increased the drudgery for 
women who have the task of 
fetching water in most families 
here. It has also affected their 
health. “Almost all of the women 
here suffer from back aches and 
some have even had prolapsed 
uterus,” says Sharmila Adhikary, 
30, a health post worker here. 

Vegetable farmers like Sushila 
Adhikary are also affected. S 

he lost Rs 5,000 when cauliflower 
seeds she had sown died because 
of the lack of water.”There was no 
water, I wasted my money, labor 
and time for nothing,” says the 
31-year-old. 

For students like Purnima who 
wants to be a nurse, having to 
fetch water from a faraway source 
means less time for studies.

In Thokarpa of Sindhupalchok 
springs have gone dry in five out 
of nine wards, and villagers are 
selling off cattle and migrating.  
“One of my neighbours moved to 
Kathmandu with the entire family 
this morning,” says Kusha KC of 
local Mothers group in Gaurigaun, 
“another one gave away her cattle 
because there is simply no water 

even for humans.”
In both Kavre and 

Sindhupalchok, there have 
been incidents where locals of 
one village have refused to give 
water to people from another, 
and women have got into fights 
over water. Villagers wake up 
at midnight to collect water and 
avoid confrontation. 

Said Kusha KC: “We don’t 
have a house, and now we 
don’t have water. How do we 
survive?” 

PICS: BIKRAM RAI

Award night
Turkish Airlines held an agency 
award ceremony at Yak and Yeti 
recently. In the ceremony it awarded
13 travel and 5 cargo agencies for 
the year 2015.

Brand new SUV
Mahindra recently launched its new 
line of SUV- TUV300 in Nepal. The 
model boasts of stylish interiors, and 

comes in variants T4, T6+, and T8. 
The prices starts at Rs. 35,95,000 for 
T4, Rs. 38,95,000 for T6+, and Rs. 
44,95,000 for T8.

New ride
Authorised distributor of Honda 
motorcycles and scooters Syakar 
Trading Company Pvt. Ltd. launched 

the Hornet 160R motorcycle in Nepal 
recently. With an added Honda Eco 
Technology, it comes with 140 mm 
rear tyre and a 163cc engine. 

Sansui Bonanza
Triveni Byapar, authorised distributor 
of Sansui, recently announced its 
campaign for the Nepali new year. 
Customers 
will be able 
to avail 10% 
discount on 
purchase 
of Sansui 
refrigerator, 12% discount for Sansui 
LED TV and a free Yasuda iron 
for purchasing a Sansui Washing 
Machine. 
 

Watch video
nepalitimes.com
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KANAK MANI DIXIT 
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THE VIEW FROM GORKHA GAUN: 
Gorkha Himal, the ridge of Gorkha Durbar 
and Gorkha town at its base



FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY

We are now entering the height of summer with all its resulting 
woes: water shortages, heat and dust. This week’s evening storms 
cleared the haze a bit but this has removed the dust fi lter from the 
atmosphere making the sun hotter. However, the lack of moisture 
in the region due to a large high pressure area over northern India 
means that despite the searing heat of the plains there isn’t as 
much cloud buildup as there should be. Saturday may see some 
cells forming over the high Himalaya in central Nepal, bringing high 
winds and some snow higher up. Afternoons will be breezy, sunny, 
dry with the maxima at 31 Celsius in Kathmandu. KATHMANDUKATHMANDU

YUWEI LIEW
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World Book Day, 
Attend Sasto Book’s event to celebrate 
World Book Day featuring book swaps, 
meet with authors, and a book fair. The 
books that are left after the book swap 
shall be donated. Entry is free. 
23 April, 11.30 am to 4 pm, Alliance Francaise 
de Kathmandu, (01) 4223839, 9808411663

Kathmandu Kora, 
Gear up for the challenge and ride to 
raise funds for birthing facilities in Nepal 
in the sixth edition of the Kathmandu 
Kora Cycling Challenge. Registration is 
free. 
16 July, 7.30 am onwards, Mangalbazar

22 - 28 APRIL 2016  #805

Rock for a cause, 
A fundraising event for the victims of the 
earthquake featuring Chinese indie rock 
band Wang Wen and Nepali rock band 
Monkey Temple. 
23 April, 12 to 6 pm, Purple Haze, Thamel

Metal night, 
Book your seats for a night of 
hard-hitting heavy metal featuring 
bands Binaash, Aakrosh, Nude Terror, 
DISORDER, Crown Of Thrones and Vivace 
Octave. 
30 April, 12 to 6pm, Reggae Bar, 
Thamel, (01)4700654

Falcha, 
Give yourself away to the twin pleasures 
of lemon jeera chicken and mutton handi 
kabab.
Jhamsikhel, Lalitpur

Mango Tree Lodge, 
Culture walks, rafting in the Karnali, 
wildlife exploration, and jungle safari at 
the Bardia National Park. 
Bhetani, Bardia, info@mangotreelodge.com

TEDxPatan Adventures,
Engage in a discussion about the role 
of technology and innovation in the 
long term reconstruction of earthquake 
damaged buildings in this edition of 
TedxPatan.
22 April, 3 pm onwards, Patan

Reflections, 
An art and photography exhibition 
commemorating the fi rst anniversary of 
the April 2015 earthquake by 25 Nepali 
and international artists.
25 April to 29 April, Patan Museum, Patan 
Darbar Square, (01) 5521492

Face of hope, 
Experts discuss seismology, 
humanitarianism and reconstruction work 
in Nepal as the country nears the one-year 
anniversary of the April 2015 earthquake. 
Followed by a photo exhibition on life 
after earthquake in Nepal by Christopher 
Phillips. 
22 April, 5.30 pm onwards, Alliance Française 
de Kathmandu, Tripureswor, (01)4241163, 
www.alliancefrancaise.org.np

One year on, 
Attend an art exhibition by the celebrated 
artist Hari Nepali as he walks you 
through the valley’s heritage sites he 
painted from memory and photographs 
alongside paintings of the same sites post 
earthquake. 
25 to 30 March, Hotel Moonlight, Pakanjol, 
Thamel, 9841242309,  
www.himalayanmaphouse.com

BAC Mela,
 Local products, foodstuff s and a second-
hand garage sale plus entertainment for 
the whole family at BAC’S monthly mela.  
30 April, 12 pm to 7 pm, BAC Art Café, 
Pulchok, www.bikaplaartcenter.org

Get sporty, 
Run, ride or rock climb and participate 
in the fi fth edition of Himalayan Outdoor 
Festival. 
29 April to 1 May, Hattiban Hills, 
Pharping,www.himalayanoutdoorfestival.
com, 9823287228/ 9843817625

Hyatt Regency,
Enjoy a sumptuous Italian-styled lunch at 
Hyatt’s Rox Restaurant featuring a variety 
of dishes like mushroom, leeks and sage 
pasta, homemade tagliatelle, lamb ravioli 
and a variety of risottos and desserts.
Till 30 April, 6.30 pm to 10 pm, Hyatt Regency 
Kathmandu, Boudha, (01) 4491234

Lazy Gringo, 
Fail-safe Mexican restaurant. The 
lemonade with refi lls is what won us 
over, but the food is mighty fi ne. 
Jawalakhel

Cafe Du Temple, 
Famous for its delicious food, warm 
ambience, and a beautiful roof top view. 
Patan Darbar Square, (01)5527127

Singma Food Court, 
For the best Singaporean and Malaysian 
cuisine in town. 
Pulchok, 5009092 and Bhatbhateni, 
4411078, foodcourt@wlink.com, 
www.singma.foodcourt.com

All about jazz, 
Celebrate the fi fth International Jazz 
Day with a concert followed by a jazz 
workshop organised by KJC. 
30 April, 6 pm onwards, Moksh, Jhamsikhel, 
(01) 5013554

Music mania, 
Be part of the rock and roll mania with 
the 12th edition of the KCM Inter College 
Music Competition. Preliminary rounds 
on 15 and 16 April.
Registration fee: Rs 5000, 10am onwards, 
23 April, Jawalakhel Football 
Ground,  9849149154, 9849465316, 
9813505758

Hip Hop Mania, 
Don’t miss out on performances by hip 
hop and soul artists Adrienne Mac Davis 
and Felecia Cruz Doors. Entry fee Rs 300
23 April, 8.30 pm onwards, House of Music, 
Thamel, 9851075172

Shangri-La Village Resort, 
Escape the heat this summer with a two 
day and three night package at Shangri La 
Village Resort in Pokhara. 
Gharipatan, Pokhara, Rs 7500 per person 
including one way transportation from 
Kathmandu, rafting and lunch (self 
transportation and non rafting package also 
available), (01)4420252/9808187015/
9860260894

Tiger Mountain Lodge, 
Situated 1000 ft above Pokhara valley, 
this resort off ers spectacular views of 
Machhapuchchre, Dhaulagiri, Annapurna 
and Manaslu. 
www.tigermountainpokhara com,  
(01)4426427, 9849194874

Pataleban Vineyard Resort, 
Japanese-infl uenced eco-resort with great 
views, jungle walks, and picnics. 
Chisapani, Kathmandu, 9841679364

Neydo Monastery, 
A monastery and guest house, Neydo 
is home to many signifi cant religious 
sites of the great siddhas. Leave your 
troubles behind and book a room. 
Pharping, Kathmandu, 
www.neydohotel.com

Heritage ride,
Join Tour De Lumbini, Kathmandu Cycle 
City 2020 and Cycle City Network Nepal as 
they ride along seven world heritage sites 
of Kathmandu Valley.
23 April, 8am onwards, Basantapur Darbar 
Square, 9841303867

The Missing Link,
Park Gallery presents series two of its 
bimonthly exhibition with artworks by 
Saroj Bajracharya titled ‘The Missing Link’.  
Until 30 May, Park Gallery, Pulchowk, 
(01) 5522307
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REBUILDING 
OURSELVES

GUEST COLUMN
George Varughese

A nose for news

Multimedia skills

Multitasking abilities 

Get-up-and-go attitude

English profi ciency

DO YOU HAVE:
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For those of you who are 
interested (and I understand 
perfectly if you are not), Kung 

Fu Panda 3 is better than Kung 
Fu Panda 2, but not as good as 
Kung Fu Panda 1. This is primarily 
because even adorable pandas 
have their limits - and the talented, 

hilarious Jack Black who voices 
Po, our heroic, fuzzy, goofy, Kung 
Fu fighting panda, cannot work 
miracles with a formulaic script. 

With each sequel Po becomes 
better at Kung Fu, winning the title 
of ‘Dragon Warrior’ in the second 
instalment, an event that pretty 
much defines the story arc of 

that film. Po’s posse, the ‘Furious 
Five members Tigress (Angelina 
Jolie), Crane (David Cross), Mantis 
(Seth Rogen), Viper (Lucy Liu), 
and Monkey (Jackie Chan), are as 
feisty as ever in this third film 
but unfortunately get short shrift, 
along with my favourite character 
Master Shifu (Dustin Hoffman 
playing a venerable, loveable little 
red panda who is Po’s guru). Fairly 
early on in the film these brave 
fighters are turned into little jade 
talismans by the film’s arch villain 
Kai (J. K. Simmons) - an aggressive 
yak who has been trapped in the 
spirit realm for centuries after 
having been defeated by Master 
Oogway (Randall Duk Kim) - a slyly 
humourous giant turtle who is the 
undisputed master of all things 
Kung Fu. 

Kai returns to this world having 
finally defeated Oogway in the 

 Trailer 

nepalitimes.com

RUPA JOSHI

RSS

DEUBA IN DELHI: Nepali Congress President Sher Bahadur Deuba meets India’s 
External Aff airs Minister Sushma Swaraj in New Delhi on Thursday. 

GOLDEN DAYS: UNICEF launches Nepali cricket captain Paras Khadka as the goodwill 
ambassador for its Golden 1,000 Days campaign in Kathmandu on Thursday. 

NAMASTE: US ambassador Alaina B Teplitz is greeted by an earthquake survivor 
in Barhabise, Sindhupalchok on Tuesday, where the US government is rebuilding a 
damaged Primary Health Care Centre. 

WRESTLER PM: Prime Minister KP Oli inaugurates the Internatoinal Wrestling 
Tournament in Kathmandu on Sunday.  

WARNING: Madhesi leaders warn of another “decisive agitation” during an 
interaction program held by Federal Alliance in Kathmandu on Tuesday. 

MUST  SEE
Sophia Pande

HAPPENINGS

DINESH GOLE

MoEA/INDIA

BIKRAM RAI

spirit realm, set on destroying all 
his competition, capturing the 
chi of all the Kung Fu masters in 
his jade charms, and destroying 
the Jade Palace that is guarded 
by Shifu, Po, and the Furious 
Five, and holds all the ancient 
knowledge and teachings from 
Oogway.

Po, meanwhile, distracted 
by the sudden announcement 
of Master Shifu’s retirement is 
even more disconcerted by the 
arrival of his real father Li Shan 
(Bryan Cranston), another giant 
panda who appears out of the 
blue (claiming he received a 
mysterious message from the 
universe) to look for his long 
lost son. Po, in case you didn’t 
know, had, for all these years, 
been brought up by noodle store 
owning goose Mr. Ping (James 
Hong), who is in tears at the 
arrival of Po’s real dad. 

Of course Kai must be 
defeated, but that is the boring 
part. The real delights of this film 
are yielded from the hilarious 
rivalry between Po’s two dads and 
Hong’s tender, crotchety, nuanced 
performance as a disgruntled, 
fearful Mr. Ping whose main 
concern is keeping his adoptive 
son’s enormous appetite fed.  

The laughs are obvious, as 
are the machinations, making 
‘Kung Fu Panda 3’ a great film 
for children but a bit boring for 
adults who might not be satisfied 
by just the albeit amazing 3D 
visuals. But hey, who doesn’t love 
pandas, right. 

Kung  Fu  Panda 3
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