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BIZ BRIEFS

It was the quiet before the 
storm. Pedestrians were 
hurrying home, motorcyclists 

drove down dark streets. In the 
hush of twilight in Kathmandu, 
there was the sound of distant 
thunder. Filaments of pink 
lighting illuminated the western 
sky as a pre-monsoon storm 
approached. 

It was the evening of Friday, 
1 June 2001. Kathmandu 
had been seeing a series of 
shutdowns organised by ever-
bickering political parties, in the 
countryside the Maoist conflict 
was intensifying. Disillusionment 
was growing over democracy.

Page 1 of that morning’s 
edition of Nepali Times had a 
cartoon by Subhas Rai of the 
strikes paralysing the country. 
The editorial was titled ‘God 
Save the King’ and analysed the 
Maoist ban on the royal national 
anthem in schools. On page 15, a 
translation of a piece by Kishore 
Nepal in Naya Sadak titled ‘A 
Suitable Prince’ described the 
discord within the royal family 
about Crown Prince Dipendra’s 
choice of bride.

Little did we know that the 
editorial and the discussion about 
Dipendra’s marital plans were 
harbingers of the tempest and 

Three kings in four days

tragedy that were to engulf the 
country that evening. 

At 9:30 pm, we got reports 
from Lazimpat of shots being 
fired in the direction of the royal 
palace. Only a few thousand 
people in Kathmandu had mobiles 
which had just been introduced, 
and they started ringing. The first 
thought in everyone’s mind was 
that the royal palace was being 
attacked by the Maoists. 

King Birendra had been shot, 
Queen Aishwarya was dead. 
Other members of the royal family 
had been rushed to Chhauni 
Hospital. A helicopter was trying 
unsuccessfully to find a gap in 
the storm to fly out to Pokhara to 
bring back Prince Gyanendra.

We cross-checked, tried to 
verify what we were hearing, but 

decided that the story was too 
important to risk getting it wrong. 
At 1:30 am on 2 June we finally 
put up the first item of news on 
our website: at least six royal 
family members had been killed, 
we quoted a source as saying 
that the crown prince had shot 
everyone and then himself. 

In the morning, many in 
Kathmandu were still unaware of 
what had happened, and gathered 
on street corners tuned to radios 
that were broadcasting mournful 
music. State media, instead of 
trying to quell rumours, went 
silent.

At Chhauni, seven royal 
family members were now dead. 
Dipendra was in a coma, Prince 
Dhirendra was struggling for life. 
The government was in disarray, 

Menswear galore
Indian clothing brand Indian Terrain 
inaugurated its fi rst brand store in 
Labim Mall, Pulchowk. The store 
houses a collection of cotton and 

linen shirts, polo t-shirts, chinos and 
khakis, off ering customers a wide 
range of men’s clothing.

Celebrating success
To celebrate 
the worldwide 
success of its 
Mate 8, Huawei 
has announced 
reduced prices for 

these models in Nepal: Mate 8, Gr5, 
Gr3, Y6 Pro, Y6 CDMA, Gplay Mini, Y6 
Gold, Y5c and Y3c. 

The rain event
Sherpa, a Nepali adventure gear 
company, announced a monsoon sale 

on all its products. The sale, slated to 
start on June 3, will last until June 10.

Triveni in Jamal
Consumer electronics company Triveni 
Byapar opened a new showroom 
in Jamal. The store will off er a wide 
range of products from brands like 
Samsung, Symphony, Panasonic and 
Sansui, and will also have its in-house 
brand Yasuda.  

Heritage month 
Ford Motor Company with GO Ford, 
its local partner in Nepal, is holding 
its annual Heritage Month in June. To 
commemorate the company’s 113- 

year history, it will be off er special 
prices to customers and also host an 
anniversary event during the month. 
 

15 years after the massacre that marked the beginning of the end of Nepal’s monarchy  

no one knew who was in charge.
An official announcement 

finally came in the afternoon of 
2 June that said King Birendra 
and Queen Aiswarya were dead, 
but did not say how they died. It 
proclaimed Dipendra king, and 
Gyanendra regent. After Dipendra’s 
funeral, Gyanendra was named 
king and he addressed the nation 
on television promising the people 
a “thorough investigation”.

The funerals and Gyanendra’s 
enthronement took place even as 
protests raged through the capital 
despite curfews. Nepal had had 
three kings in four days.

The probe team finally 
came out with its preliminary 
findings two weeks later, saying 
Dipendra was responsible. But 
the people, who had been lied to 

and denied accurate information, 
did not believe the government 
when it finally told the truth. The 
Nepali Times printed its own 
investigation based on interviews 
with eyewitnesses and doctors, 
including a piece by Upendra 
Devkota, the surgeon who tried to 
save the lives of those in Chhauni.

By the end of May 2001, things 
had been coming to a head in the 
secretive royal family. Dipendra 
knew he had to get agreement on 
his marriage, and invited all clan 
members to the palace on Friday, 
1 June. He is said to have phoned 
his uncle.

There is no evidence that 
Dipendra invited everyone 
because he wanted to kill them 
all. Family members later told 
us he probably just wanted to 
be king so he could do what he 
wanted, but appeared to have run 
amok after shooting his father and 
uncle.

To this day, most Nepalis do 
not believe the official account 
of what happened: that Dipendra 
killed everyone and then killed 
himself. As with the Kennedy 
assassination and the death of 
Princess Diana, the conspiracy 
theories will perhaps always be 
with us. 
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