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For most Nepalis the high-profile launch of Baburam 
Bhattarai’s Naya Shakti (New Force) party resembled 
the unveiling of a new brand of cosmetics. Indeed, 

some of the full-page jacket ads in national dailies on Sunday 
morning were followed the next day by similar false covers 
promoting a new detergent.

The irony of it was that both were makeover exercises. 
The washing powder in question (coincidentally also named 
‘Shakti’) was taking on a new name. And the New Force party 
was trying to airbrush away its association with Baburam 
Bhattarai’s violent past.

Ever since he split off from the Maoists, Bhattarai himself 
has been repositioning his public persona from a proponent 
of political violence to a benign technocrat. For someone 
who had told us in an interview in 2001 — while conducting 
a war in Nepal from a New Delhi suburb — that the Khmer 
Rouge genocide was ‘western media propaganda’, he has 
done rather well for himself. Bhattarai’s metamorphosis, as 
with several of his comrades, has meant deliberately (and 
conveniently) forgetting words and actions from the past. 
Good thing we have Google.

His Maoist party has now broken up into no fewer than 
five pieces, although Pushpa Kamal Dahal has managed 
to reunite some of the splinter groups under the newly 
renamed CPN-Maoist Centre. A loony fringe led by Comrade 
Biplav has been trying to burn taxi drivers alive and torching 
telecom towers across the land. 

All this helps Baburam Bhattarai, who can now tell the 
people: I parted ways with them because they are all either 
fanatical, or have become power-hungry and corrupt. I am 
the one who has the country’s future all figured out, hence 
my slogan — ‘The Way Out: Economic Development’. 

Being the political chameleon he is, Bhattarai has 
dropped any mention of the ‘M’ and ‘C’ words from his 
party’s manifesto lest we recall he was once a fervent Maoist 
communist leader.

To be sure, successive opinion polls over the years have 
shown Bhattarai to be head and shoulders above other 
politicians in terms of popularity. People generally tend to 
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Q.  Will the government be able to hold local, federal 
and parliamentary elections by December 2017?
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Q.  Who is responsible for the lack of dialogue between 
the government and the Madhesi parties?

NEPAL, CURSED BY SONS-IN-LAW?
It is sad to read this xenophobic nonsense 
(“Nepal, cursed by sons-in-law?”, Matrika 
Poudel, #812). Would it not make more 
sense to try and use the talents of foreign 
sons-in-law?  My son, who has a Nepali 
mother (my wife), is now in the UK for 
his studies. Will he return? Probably not, 
because Nepal’s outdated citizenship laws 
require him to forego his British citizenship 
if he wishes to obtain a Nepali one. Would 
it not be better for Nepal to retain the 
educated youth, and use their knowledge, 
energy and skills for the good of the 
country? 

Steve K

In his original Nepali article, Poudel 
referred to the sons-in-law in racist terms: 
he mentioned that they were 'white-
skinned', and he also mentioned that there 
are many Rob Penners in Nepal. I am 
curious as to why Nepali Times did not 
translate these particular details, which 
give a fuller picture of Poudel’s racial and 
xenophobic logic.

Manjushree Thapa

NEPAL AIRLINES
It is nice to dream, better still if you are a 
Nepali (“Spreading wings further”, Kunda 

Dixit, #812). Lately, we have had 
so many dreams — having our own 
shipping company, piped cooking gas 
and even railways. It is nothing new 
for Nepal Airlines and its executives 
to dream about wide-body aircraft. 
But the existing Airbus 320s remain 
underutilised, due to the total disregard 
for human resources required for an 
effi cient operation. I wonder how Nepal 
Airlines will have a pool of requisite 
cockpit personnel without a robust 
domestic fl eet of its own. Its domestic 
fl eet is far too defi cient compared with 
its regional one, with a mix of differing 
brands of new and old aircraft. The 
experiment with the Chinese aircraft 
has been unspeakably disappointing.

Anupam

SAFE EVEREST
It has been said and written a 
thousand times that Mt Everest needs 
to be made safer (“Making Mt Everest 
safer”, Christopher Kelly, eSpecial, 5 
June). But perhaps it is time to stop 
ignoring that most ordinary Nepalis 
need years to earn what high-altitude 
workers make in just a couple of 
months. 

Damien Francois

AMBER GURUNG
A touching tribute to the music 
maestro (“Life is smiling”, Kunda 
Dixit, #812). As someone who grew 
up in eastern Nepal, it was a privilege 
for me to enjoy his songs on Radio 
Nepal. He was not only a talented 
musician and singer but also a self-
respecting man. It is no surprise that 
he did not have a house of his own 
despite such a long and illustrious 
career. You will be sorely missed, 
Amber. 

R Rai

  NEW  AVATAR
If Baburam Bhattarai musters the courage to admit mistakes, his New Force party would be on a much surer footing
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Most popular on Twitter 
What about whataboutery? by 
Bineeta Gurung
(43 retweets, 47 favourites) 

Most commented  
Long way to the promised land by 
Ayesha Shakya 

Most shared on Facebook
Long way to the promised land by 
Ayesha Shakya (18 shares, 28 likes)

Most reached on Facebook
Narrating Nepal by Smriti Basnet
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pooh-poohed these as publicity stunts (which they were) 
but they were advantageous in branding Bhattarai as a man 
of action. Kathmandu citizens grumbled about corruption, 
but they still gave him credit for the road-widening drive in 
Kathmandu. Other leaders just made speeches, they said, at 
least Baburam tried to do something.

The slick advertising that accompanied the party launch 
at the National Stadium on Sunday was much talked about, 
and speculated upon. Many wondered on social media 
where the money came from. But most were impressed, 
and seemed willing to believe that Baburam Bhattarai had 
changed his spots. The urban middle class, which is the 
New Force’s target vote bank, is fed up with the current 
crop of politicians, all of whom goofed up multiple times 
when given the chance to set things right.  

We do not want to write Baburam Bhattarai off just 
because of his past, or because he has been less than 
transparent about who bankrolled his expensive party 
inauguration. Let’s wait and see what he will do. If it looks 
like he can fulfil even half of the promises he has made about 
economic transformation in the next 25 years, it will have 
been an achievement. In fact, this is not a difficult target, 
assuming there is integrity, efficiency and accountability in 
government, but that is perhaps asking too much. 

Bhattarai has unveiled a do-able blueprint: unleash 
job creation with an all-out campaign for infrastructure 
development, reduce outmigration, and create economic 
multipliers once the hydropower, highway, irrigation and 
transportation projects are completed.

Still, Bhattarai is haunted by the ghosts of his past, 
and hobbled by the stigma of being seen as an Indian 
puppet, his unwillingness to recant some of his more 
bizarre justifications of murder and mayhem in the name 
of revolution, and the vainglorious reputation his wife has 
earned for herself.

We understand it is hard for a born-again Maoist to 
renounce beliefs once held dear, or admit mistakes and 
apologise. But if Bhattarai could muster the courage for all 
that, his party would be on a much surer footing. 

DIWAKAR CHETTRI

SHOONEY FILMS

give the Doctor the benefit of the doubt, and they even want 
to forgive him his misguided justifications of past violence. 
With his PhD he is seen to be far more intelligent than the 
current Prime Minister, who is only a high school graduate.

As Prime Minister from 2011 to 2013, Bhattarai engaged 
in public relations gimmicks — like driving around in a 
‘Made in Nepal’ Mustang car, travelling in economy class 
once when he flew to New York, and taking  the media 
along for his sleep-overs with peasants. Many in the capital 
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NEPAL WHEREVER YOU ARE.
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MAKING IT PLAIN
Navin Jha



As we mentioned last week, the true indication of the arrival 
of the southwest monsoon in Nepal is that the wind direction 
will change from westerly to south-easterly. That has not 
happened yet, except briefl y on Thursday. We will still 
see  thunderstorm cells passing from west to east over the 
weekend. But by Monday the east wind will win the tug-o-war 
over the westerlies, and bring us the fi rst monsoon pulse 
characterised by prolonged day-long drizzles, high humidity 
and rain without lightning storms.  

KATHMANDUKATHMANDU
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GETAWAY
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By Thumb, Hoof and Wheel
Travels in the Global South

by Prabhu Ghate
Bloomsbury, 2015

Rs 500
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 Trailer 
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MUST  SEE
Sophia Pande

HAPPENINGS
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Nepal’s most important trade route with China via Kodari was 
damaged by last year’s earthquake. After the Indian blockade, 

Nepal repeatedly requested China at the highest level to reopen 
this route, but despite its assurances Beijing has not made moves 
to do so.

“The Kodari Highway is no longer obstructed by earthquake-
triggered landslides, and our office at Tatopani is in operation, 
but the Chinese are not allowing the cargo trucks to cross over 
into Nepal,” said Dibya Raj Pokhrel, chief of the Department of 
Customs at Tatopani. 

In March, when Prime Minister KP Oli visited Beijing, Nepal 
and China signed a 10-point agreement on trade and transit. But 

OM ASTHA RAI

Why is Kodari still closed? Oli failed to convince the Chinese leadership to reopen the Kodari 
Highway.

China is reportedly worried that Kodari was a conduit for 
free-Tibet activists and wants to keep it sealed, preferring to make 
Kerung — where the movement of people is easier to control — 
the new entry point. Chinese officials cite the damage caused by 
the earthquake and the continuing danger of landslides as the 
reason for the closure of Kodari.

Last week, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MoFA) sent a 
letter to the Chinese government requesting the resumption of 
movement of people and goods through Kodari. Said MoFA’s 
Jhabindra Aryal: “We are still waiting for a response from China. 
We have proposed to set up a mechanism to clear backed-up 
cargo even if customs, immigration and quarantine offices cannot 
be restored immediately.” 
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The Ass
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