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In most mature democracies, 
there tends to be a pattern of anti-
incumbent voting. Even if a ruling 

party has performed reasonably well 
while in power, citizens often vote 
them out simply because they want 
a change of scenery. 

In Nepal, it is the other way 
around: political parties all want 
to be in power when elections 
are conducted so they can help 
themselves to state resources in the 
campaigning in order to influence or 
buy vote banks.

It is in that light that we should 
interpret the sudden talk of regime 
change, and the proposals for a 
majority or consensus government 
to replace the Maoist UML RPP-N 
coalition led by Prime Minister Oli. 
After having foiled a ‘coup attempt’ 
two months ago by the opposition Nepali Congress, Oli is 
again facing an attempt to unseat him — this time not by the 
NC but by the Maoists who are threatening to pull the rug 
out from under him.

Even though the NC and the Maoists have tried to 
justify this new challenge by saying that they want to bring  
dissatisfied Madhesi parties into the fold to amend the 
constitution and finally conclude the constitution process, 
in actual fact it is just about being in power at election time. 
Otherwise, why would this new alliance want to remove the 
UML, which is the second largest party in parliament, and 
expect to have a consensus on the constitution?

The proof of a good constitution lies in its implementation. 
And the fate and direction of the country rest on adhering 
to the stipulated rules laid out in it to conduct periodic 
elections. According to the timetable, local, provincial and 
national elections should be completed by January 2018 at 
the latest. 
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Q.  Do you agree with Dr Govinda KC's demand to 
impeach the CIAA chief Lokman Singh Karki? 

Weekly Internet Poll  #816

Weekly Internet Poll  #817
To vote go to: www.nepalitimes.com

Q.  Do you agree with the deal between the government 
and the main opposition NC to release the Rs 200,000 
reconstruction grants in just two instalments? 

GOVINDA KC
I am appalled by the CIAA’s abusive words 
against this gentleman ('Dr KC is mentally 
ill', Especial, 27 June). Dr KC is entitled to 
his opinion. Berating someone like this is 
not freedom of expression. 

Utsuk Shrestha 

Look at the question that BBC Nepali 
asked the CIAA spokesperson: “Is it Dr. 
KC or you who is mentally ill?” You are 
clearly taking sides. Please maintain 
journalistic standards. 

Anon

LANGTANG’S NEW LIFE
With all that funding and international 
attention, Langtang will surely fi nd a 
new life ('Langtang’s new life', Upasana 
Khadka, #815). But what about the less 
glamorous villages in Sindhupalchok, is 
anyone bothered? 

Birendra Mainali

EDUCATION SPECIAL 
This is a model other government schools 
should adopt ('A model government 
school', Shreejana Shrestha, #815). 
They require a huge makeover. For this, 
education needs to be made the priority 
of the government. It should focus on 

providing better education to students 
instead of letting rowdy associations 
announce strikes left, right and centre, 
especially for unworthy issues such as 
pay raises.

Sunita Prasai

It seems as though Nepal’s 
government does not want an 
educated nation - it needs to keep 
the work force uneducated so it can 
send them to slave camps in the Arab 
countries ('School mismanagement 
committee', Om Astha Rai, #815). 
Foreign aid agencies and donor 
countries do not want education - they 
need to keep their own aid workers in 
fat cat jobs in Kathmandu.

David Durkan

Change is good, but it should be 
gradual ('Grading the grades', Sahina 
Shrestha, #815). Had the government 
introduced the grading system from 
Grade 1 and slowly moved onto Grade 
10, things would have been clearer and 
more systematic and there wouldn't 
have been half as much confusion 
regarding the deal. It is a good 
decision, but the timing is all off.

Rukmani Tuladhar

ELECTING  TO  GOVERN
Nepal’s political parties believe they have to be in power to be elected to power.
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and anger in the Madhes directed 
at Kathmandu-based politicians. 
Without resolving that issue, the 
constitution is a dead duck.

To be sure, Oli himself does not 
sound too convinced when he speaks 
about holding three elections in less 
than two years. He has announced 
a timetable, but has not done any 
of the necessary political footwork.  
Neither are the NC and the Maoists 
confident that there can be elections, 
but they want to be in power just in 
case it does somehow take place. 

It is difficult to fathom the 
rationale behind the Maoists ditching 
the UML and getting into bed with 
the NC at this point in time, unless it 
is to be at the controls when elections 
are held. As for UML, there is 
nothing like the impending elections 

to focus the minds of its fractious leadership. Oli is banking 
on coasting along somehow -- at least until local elections are 
held in December -- to maintain the UML’s previous hold on 
local councils. 

The wild card in all this, of course, is that Deputy Prime 
Minister Kamal Thapa of the RPP-N is already in campaign 
mode, touring the country giving fiery speeches to largely 
sympathetic crowds about restoring the Hindu state. In this, 
he appears to have considerable support from political forces 
down south, and flying the saffron flag could be a game-
changer in future polls by pitting religious sentiments against 
secular and federal voices.

The tragedy in all this, needless to say, is that the 
same failed politicians from the past two decades are still 
playing politics as usual. Extraordinary times demand 
extraordinary statesmanship, a quality lamentably lacking 
in the personalities we see haggling over who should be in 
government at election time. 

BHANU BHATTARAI

SHREEJANA SHRESTHA

The irony of it all, however, is that politics is stuck 
because of the endless power struggle in Kathmandu. Prime 
Minister Oli has announced approximate dates for elections, 
and has said he will conduct all three of them himself. 
Nothing could have spooked the Maoists and the NC more 
— imagine the nature and extent of incumbent advantage the 
prime minister’s party would garner. 

However, what lends credence to the theory that Oli has 
left room for bargaining is talk that the NC’s Sher Bahadur 
Deuba and Maoist Chair Pushpa Kamal Dahal will be 
allowed to rotate prime ministership to oversee two of the 
three elections. But even that merely confirms that this is 
purely about power, and not about ensuring an inclusive 
constitution to take this country forward.

Oli is banking on the Madhes movement running 
out of momentum in the months ahead so he can pick off 
their leaders one by one by offering them plum posts. That 
could still happen, but it does not address the uncertainty 

Nepali Times @nepalitimes
A monthly magazine’s mission to highlight need to 
improve quality of government schools
bit.ly/29cKOuj

rabithapa @rabithapa 
@nepalitimes @sahinashrestha no wonder 
the government hasn’t done it’s homework. 
Most of them hardly went to school! ;)

bharat koirala @lampuchhre
@nepalitimes Amazing performance! 
Something other government schools 
could emulate.

Pratyoush Onta @pratyoushonta
This is on publication that those interested 
in funding education-related stuff in Nepal 
should support.
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RIWAJ RAI 
in MAKWANPUR
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Watch video
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GUEST  COLUMN
Mukesh Jha
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 Trailer 
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MUST  SEE
Sophia Pande

HAPPENINGS
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CHRISTOPHER KELLY

UPASANA KHADKA
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