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The first (and foremost) hurdle to cross 
on the route to restoring stable politics 
in Nepal is to make operational the 

Constitution that was passed last year by 
an elected Constituent Assembly. The 
promulgation was followed by an eruption of 
violence in western Nepal and Tarai, and led 
to a border blockade that ruined the economy 
and silently wrecked countless lives. 

Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal’s 
opening order of business in his timebound 
nine-month tenure ought to be to recognise 
what caused that violence and hostility, and 
address the root grievances. Some of these 
were popular dissatisfaction in the plains with 
the way Nepal’s governance and decision-
making has been centralised and monopolised 
by Kathmandu. But he will also have to look 
at the geopolitical ramifications of why the 
Madhesi parties were backed by India, as well 
as try to understand New Delhi’s concerns and allay them.

It will be tricky and ill-advised for him to move ahead 
without looking at the domestic and cross-border antecedents 
to the Tarai violence and the blockade, because they hold 
important lessons about the amendments that need to be 
agreed to before the Constitution is finally a working (and 
workable) document. There is a deadline of mid-January 
2018 for local, provincial and parliamentary elections in 
order for the Constitution to be in full force.  

The initial step is to get the Madhesi parties on board in 
government. Cynics will say that Madhesi leaders are only 
interested in plum posts, and this may be true.  But it is also 
undeniable that including them will be politically expedient 
— elections would not be possible without addressing their 
demands for modifications to reform the constitution.

The second step, and this may be even more onerous, is 
for Dahal to win the trust of KP Oli of the UML, a person 
whom he just ousted. The UML and the RPP-N (the second 
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Q. Do you agree with the government's decision to give 
Rs 1 million each to the families of the 52 persons killed 
during the Madhes unrest?
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Q. Should aspiring journalists be required to sit for and 
pass a test to join the profession?

OF WAR AND PEACE
It has been 20 years since the Nepal 
confl ict started and 10 years since it 
ended. Isn’t it ironical that the person who 
started it all is the Prime Minister of the 
country (‘20/10 Anniversary’, Om Astha 
Rai, #821)? And all that the victims can 
do is fi ght a futile battle that they know 
they’ll never win. When you see and 
hear everything that has gone on in this 
country, you wonder if justice exists.

Amrita Maharjan

Your battle represents that of 
hundreds of other women who are also 
fi ghting for justice. Seems like transitional 
justice is not for those who are in need. Is 
Prime Minister Dahal listening?

Sophia

The photos show the strong and 
encouraging resilience of the ordinary 
people of Nepal, despite horrors of 
the war (‘Remembering the battle of 
Beni’, Ghanshyam Khadka, #821). But 
where are we with seeking the truth, 
reconciliation and justice?

Jan Møller Hansen

NEPAL IN OLYMPICS
I heard that there were 7 competitors, 

whereas around 40 offi cials accompanied 
them to Rio this time (‘An Olympian 
moment’, Rabi Rajkarnikar, #821). Does 
the ministry of sports in Nepal have a 
special budget set aside for that purpose?

Gyanendra Banks

Most competitors from other countries 
don’t even have their coaches travel 
with them. The Nepalese ‘offi cials’ are 
greedy and wasting public money: for 7 
competitors you should only need 3 or 4 
offi cials, for different events at different 
locations. Stop wasting public money, 
which could have helped re-build new 
homes for earthquake victims.

Sue Chamberlain

DEMOCRACY AND DICTATORSHIPS
The mere existence of political parties 
and the fact that elections are held 
and governments formed doesn’t at all 
mean that any sort of improvement has 
occurred (‘Order! Order!’, Editorial, #821). 
As long as the parties are run by corrupt 
people the situation will remain hopeless. 
The propaganda that parliamentary 
democracy is better than the monarchy 
has been shown to be utterly false, but is 
being repeated as undeniable. 

Danny Birch

POLITICALLY  CORRECT
While the Big Four parties can paralyse the polity, they are also the only ones who can bring the country to a safe landing.
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the interest of Nepal’s big neighbours, which 
ostensibly prefer stability and predictable 
politics in Nepal.

If elections are not held by January 2018, 
the country will be without a parliament, 
which could invite a similar outcome as the 
appointment of Chief Justice Khil Raj Regmi as 
prime minister in 2013. It is the responsibility 
of the current political leadership in both the 
government and the opposition to prevent 
such a perilous eventuality. 

Alas, the inter- and intra-party feuds 
within the Maoist Centre, NC and the Madhesi 
Front in the past two weeks do not bode well 
for stability. It seems no lessons have been 
learnt, and short-term power games still 
prevail, with scant attention being paid to 
averting the political cliffhanger we will face 
in a little over a year. Already, the politicians 
and wannabes seem oblivious to the fact that 

there is a high-handed parallel government running in this 
country that has the police, bureaucracy, politicians, media 
and even parliament in its vice-like grip.

The Maoist-NC partnership was touted as a way to 
bring the Madhesi and fringe parties into the mainstream to 
activate the Constitution. That premise is already looking 
like wishful thinking. By now there should have been 
serious negotiations about amendments to the Constitution, 
but all we have is backroom haggling over the doling out of 
ministerial posts.  

Just about the only decisive option Dahal has been able to 
take was to send his two Deputy Prime Ministers, one north 
and the other south, to assuage our nervous neighbours. 
The Prime Minister should know that Nepal’s problems 
are located within the country, not without. But his action 
is proof — if indeed proof were still needed — that Nepal’s 
domestic politics is a mere plaything in the hands of 
outsiders.

BHANU BHATTARAI

THOMAS BELL

and fourth-largest parties in parliament, respectively) 
command an important swing vote even from the opposition 
bench, in pushing through amendments. This means the 
future of the country is in the hands of the four main parties 
— whether they be in government or out. The past decade 
of post-war transition has proven that just as the four parties 
can paralyse the polity, they are also the only ones who can 
bring the country to a safe landing, if they act collectively. 

By supplanting Oli and forging an unwritten agreement 
with the Nepali Congress for rotational prime ministership, 
Dahal has also inherited the task of ensuring that the three 
elections are held. Inability to hold elections will throw 
the Constitution into limbo, and could have unpredictable 
and unimaginable consequences. In that period, if ethnic, 
religious or nationalist factors that simmer under the surface 
are added to the volatile political mix, it will only allow 
dangerous rightist or fascist forces to take hold. Such an 
outcome would not benefit anyone in Nepal, nor will it be in 

Rubeena Mahato@rubeenaa  
Nepal today: journalists under surveillance, 
state power abused to punish citizens, 
critical media silenced

Nepali Times@nepalitimes 
Absolute power corrupts absolutely, and we see 
a glaring example of that in Nepal today. http://bit.
ly/2bpttzp

braZesh@brazeshk  
Off-beat and damn interesting piece :-)
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A visit to truck studios of Banepa where poets 
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The Madhes message
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BIKRAM RAI

After backing Maoist Chair 
Pushpa Kamal Dahal's 
prime ministerial bid, 

Madhesi dissidents are now 
considering to join the ruling 
coalition. Dahal (and the NC 
strategists who installed him as 
the new PM) sees no point in 
keeping Madhesi parties out of 
Singha Darbar after they joined 
hands to topple the KP Oli 

government. Indian lobbyists 
have also apparently prodded 
top Madhesi leaders to join the 
Maoist-NC government.

So will Madhesi parties 
go in with the government? 
They find it hard to resist the 
temptation, but the possibility is 
low. There is fear of a backlash 
from their constituencies down 
in the plains, where things 
may look calm after last year’s 
eruption of violence, but there 
is a lot of resentment about the 
way Kathmandu continues to 
treat them. Madhesi leaders 
themselves say their agitation is 
not over yet — only its form has 
changed. However, by vowing 
to vote for Dahal and against Oli 
in Parliament, they have sent a 
message: the Madhes wants to be 

seen to be part of Nepal, and with 
Kathmandu.

Madhesi parties had signalled 
this message even when the Tarai 
was burning last year. They voted 
against Oli even though they knew 
they would not be able to stop 
him from being Prime Minister. 
There were dark rumours that 
they were acting at India's behest, 
but that was an indication to the 
international community that 
they had no intention to deviate 
from mainstream politics, unlike 
Mohan Baidya, Netra Bikram 
Chand and CK Raut.

The Madhes does not want 
separatism; if anything it wants to 
be connected to Kathmandu even 

more. It is up to Kathmandu to 
make that happen. The Madhes 
feels alienated, and Madhesis are 
angry about not being treated with 
respect, as Nepalis. The distance 
that grew between Kathmandu 
and Madhes in the wake of the 
Constitution promulgation last 
year needs to be bridged in three 
phases.

First, the demands that can 
be met by a cabinet meeting 
must be addressed immediately. 
Second, the government needs to 
announce special development 
plans for the Madhesi people. 
Third, and most importantly, the 
Constitution needs to be amended 
so that the Madhesi people feel 

ownership of it.
But the UML, which is a key 

to amending the Constitution, 
still views Madhesi grievances 
negatively. If a broader consensus 
were required to write the 
Constitution, the same is needed 
to amend it. And the UML 
commands the swing vote.

The Madhesi parties are also 
divided, and the Front that led 
last year's agitation is not the 
representative voice of all the 
Madhesis. The Front has realised 
that street protests alone will not 
help, and wants to move forward 
by forging deals with the Maoist-
NC coalition. But there is another 
political force in the Madhes that 

The people in the plains want to be a part of Nepal, but they feel alienated by Kathmandu

The Madhes message

aims to discredit the Front, and 
create a political vacuum in the 
plains: the hardliners who are just 
waiting for the right time to strike.

There is a danger that if 
the Madhesi parties join the 
government, the hardliners will 
expose them as being lackeys of 
Kathmandu. Public opinion in 
the plains will turn against the 
leaders, and be swayed by the 
radical rhetoric of the hardliners. 
But if the Front is kept out, it will 
also harden the hardliners, and 
efforts to bridge the Kathmandu-
Madhes gap could fail. Either 
way, the situation is thorny.

Madhesis are fighting for the 
recognition of their identity, but 
it is also a fight to be recognised 
as Nepalis — that was what 
they were trying to say — 
mostly peacefully, sometimes 
violently. Those who claim to be 
nationalists in Kathmandu need 
to understand this sentiment.

Oli has time and again 
demonstrated disdain for the 
Madhesis, and contemptuously 
ignored their voices. The 
way he conducted himself in 
negotiations with Madhesi 
leaders made it difficult to find 
a compromise. But the Madhav 
Kumar Nepal camp of the UML 
is now challenging Oli's way, 
which offers a silver lining. 
Nepal and other UML leaders can 
contribute to creating a conducive 
environment to resolve the 
Madhes crisis.

But the onus lies on Prime 
Minister Dahal, who has already 
made some symbolic moves but 
needs to do more to get Madhesis 
on board. 

COMMENT
Chandra Kishor
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NEPAL WHEREVER YOU ARE.
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