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After the bloodshed in the Tarai that 
followed the promulgation of the ‘fast 
track’ constitution last year left nearly 

60 people and a dozen policemen dead, it is 
once more decision time. The onus is on 
Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal 
on his return from India to carry 
out a second amendment to the 
constitution to satisfy Madhesi 
and Janajati dissidents.

But on the first anniversary 
of the seventh constitution in 
seven decades, Nepal is stuck 
again. The first constitution in 
Nepal’s history that was drawn 
up by a sovereign assembly 
elected by the people is supposed 
to be the last step in a peace process that began with the 
ceasefire in 2006. 

There is hardly any precedence in recent world history of 
a constitution being passed by nearly 90 per cent of elected 
representatives. Despite that there was dissatisfaction in the 
Tarai, which some Madhes-based parties used to launch an 
agitation aimed at gaining back the support they had lost in 
the 2013 elections. The protests turned violent, and brutal 
police response on the streets led to many deaths. 

The hurried promulgation of the constitution, despite 
misgivings from New Delhi, then led directly to a border 
blockade supported by India that crippled the country’s 
economy. The human disaster of the earthquake was 
followed by a humanitarian disaster of the blockade. 

Through Nepal’s recent history of Maoist violence, the 
12-point agreement in Delhi, the downfall of the monarchy 
and the decade-long transition after 2006 we have seen the 
impact of geopolitics on Nepal’s internal affairs. 

Although both Nepal’s neighbours say they want stability 
here, recent decisions have shown that one of them 
prefers ‘controlled instability’. Many believe that 
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Q. Will the Commission of Investigation on Enforced 
Disappeared Persons be able to find out the truth?  
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Q. Is Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal's India visit  
fruitful? 

CHIEF JUSTICE
Kudos to Chief Justice Sushila Karki for 
restoring faith in the judiciary ('Checking 
and balancing', Binita Dahal, #826).  
Under her leadership, the Supreme 
Court is functioning pretty well. But 
Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal 
has reportedly said that the Chief 
Commissioner of the Investigation of 
the Abuse of Authority (CIAA) Chief 
Lokman Singh Karki has made a secret 
deal with Chief Justice Karki. If true, 
this is serious. Chief Justice must prove 
these allegations wrong by delivering 
a fair verdict on the CIAA Chief's 
appointment.  

Arun Shahi

YOGA DIPLOMACY
Last year, the then-Prime Minister KP 
Oli's India visit was a failure because he 
could not sign a joint press statement 
with his India counterpart before 
returning home ('Yoga diplomacy', 
Editorial, #826). This year, Prime 
Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal had the 
opportunity to do so, but his visit was 
still considered a failure because India 
did not welcome the Constitution. As a 
sovereign nation, why do we have to 
get our Constitution endorsed by India? 

Why is the success or failure of our 
PM's India visit judged by whether he 
can secure New Delhi's approval on 
our Constitution? 

Mahesh Sharma

THE HORSEMAN
Netra Bikram Chanda, Mohan Baidya, 
CK Raut and those who planted 
bombs at schools in Kathmandu this 
week must listen to Murari Kushwaha 
('The horseman of Lumbini', Deepak 
Gyawali', #826). He knows how it is 
like to be in a war. He knows that wars 
are not for the people but only for the 
benefi t of a few leaders.

Sita Prasain 

RICH RITUAL
What a rich culture the Kathmandu 
Newari community has ('The legends 
of Pragya Paramita', Shuvechchhya 
Pradhan, #826) ? It would be better to 
scan it digitally and made it accessible 
for everyone to enjoy and practise.
Even though the Kathmandu Newari 
Buddhist culture is old, it has not 
spread much beyond the valley. I think 
it is time to let the vajrayana sprout 
wings.

Gyurme Dondup

NOT  PLAYING  BALL
On the first anniversary of the seventh constitution in seven decades, Nepal is stuck again.
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Himalayan Humanscape by 
Kunda Dixit 

Most popular on Twitter 
Media muckrakers coming to 
town by Sonia Awale  

Most commented  
Delhi run by Om Astha Rai

Most shared on Facebook
Paw-ssible future by Smriti Basnet

Most reached on Facebook
A future that didn’t come true by Shreejana Shrestha
A former Maoist child soldier is disappointed his dreams of 

revolution were dashed
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to India.  Even if it is not true, the perception that he did so 
is neither good for Dahal, nor for the country. 

The fact that two of the four main demands of the 
Madhesi parties were addressed within five months in 
the first amendment is actually proof of the pragmatism 
and flexibility of the new constitution. It showed that 
democracy is alive and well, and taking legitimate 
democratic decisions. The Madhesi parties who want 
their other two demands to be fulfilled through the second 
amendment are a part of the constitutional process to 
press for those changes. The fact that they are working to 
achieve those ends through committees in the legislature 
is a healthy sign. 

As we have emphasised in this space before, the 
demands of the Madhesi parties on border demarcations 
of the two Tarai provinces and the demand on citizenship 
cannot be fulfilled without the UML being on board. And 
the UML seems set to make it as difficult as possible so 
that it can extract its pound of flesh. 

This deadlock is delaying all pending legislations 
governing the implementation of the new constitution 
which stipulates local, provincial and national elections 
to be held by January 2018. As former CA Chair Subhas 
Nembang says in an interview (page 13), the Election 
Commission’s deadline for poll preparations have already 
lapsed. If voting at all three levels cannot take place in a 
little over a year, it could lead to a constitution crisis and 
bring us back politically to square one. 

Parliamentary elections need to be completed by January 
2018, and elected federal assemblies can only function if 
local and provincial elections are held so that the National 
Assembly can elect a president and vice-president. That in 
turn is only possible if there is agreement on the number 
of provinces, their boundaries — and for this the Madhesi 
parties need to be on board and the UML has to play ball. 
A deal is not in sight, and time is running out.  

BHANU BHATTARAI

MUKUNDA BOGATI

some of the agitating parties 
that observed Constitution 
Day this week as a ‘black 
day’ and burnt copies of 
the statute may be acting 

at the behest of this outside 
force. 

It is difficult to see how supporting 
such divisive politics of ethnicity benefits 
any domestic or foreign entity. How does 
uncertainty, anarchy and a constitutional 
limbo help a country with which we share 
a long, open border? 

The main message that Pushpa Kamal 
Dahal attempted to give to both his Indian 

interlocutors and the public back home during 
his New Delhi visit this week was that he had 
restored India-Nepal bilateral relations to its 
earlier bonhomie. He may have succeeded in 
giving that impression in New Delhi, but back 

home the joint communique and purported 
secret deals have reinforced the belief that 
Nepal’s leaders have once more sold out 

Sudeep Pokhrel@jhomsomjack  
@PM_Nepal you teach us to carry 
guns for government now you are the 
government beware teach us to carry tools 
of development and reconstruct

Nepali Times@nepalitimes 
“I was trained to use guns, but where will I get a 
job that matches my experience now?” http://bit.
ly/2cNhgZ4  @shreejanas

Giovanna Gioli@gggioli  
Sheer (western) folly. Massive problem 
of security with street dogs at night, and 
please invest money for PEOPLE before! 
#PeoplenotDogs
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TULA CHAUDHARY 
in BARDIYA

OM ASTHA RAI
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ONE  TO  MANY
Bidushi Dhungel
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The Ass

Even these 
doves don’t 

think I’m a hawk 
anymore.
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