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Q. Do you support the impeachment of 
Lokman Singh Karki?

Weekly Internet Poll  #830

Weekly Internet Poll  #831
To vote go to: www.nepalitimes.com

Q. Does Nepal need so many public holidays?

EDITORIAL
Nepal has only one government run 
psychiatric hospital which already goes to 
say how much the country is willing to help 
its citizens (‘The republic of Insomnia’, 
Editorial, #829). This should be a wake 
up call to all political leaders running after 
power and 'economic development' to give 
their undivided attention, investment and 
research in the mental health sector.

Sarita Baskota

While the citizens are awake, afraid 
of their future, the leaders are happily 
snoring with their pockets full.

Hem Lal Shrestha

ODE TO GOAT
We human beings have considered 
ourselves as the most important species 
on earth (‘Ode to goat’, Chetan Dulal, 
#829). The two biggest religions of our 
country have so much to teach us and yet 
we twist and turn it to justify our deeds or 
rather misdeeds.

Hurray 

THE GOAT RUSH
While people in developed countries have 
started to eat less meat due to animal 
cruelty, we have increased our meat intake 

(‘The goat rush’, Shreejana Shrestha, 
#829). If people start eating more meat, 
we will need more animal farms. We will 
start treating animals as goods and to 
make the farms more profi table, we will 
make those animals suffer. 

Hurray 

The government should promote 
animal husbandry and ensure easy 
access to the market for the farmers. 
The goats from Mustang wouldn't be so 
expensive if there were proper roads and 
if the farmers there were rearing them 
more commercially. If the goats 
are sourced from within the country, it 
will be benefi cial to both farmers and 
consumers.  

Sharmila Maharjan 

REGULAR BREAKS
All the government offi ces remain closed 
on public holidays (‘Regular breaks, 
Manish Jha, #829). Although holidays are 
willingly adhered to by lazy bureaucrats, 
the government needs to cut down on 
public holidays and improve its work pace. 
We are in the phase of development and 
as a diversifi ed and culturally rich country, 
we have enough time for socialisation.

Akanshya Gurung

Tripartite  tête-à-tête
If Nepal doesn't set its politics right it will continue to be treated as a footnote to history. 

THIS WEEK

Most visited online page
Regular breaks by Manish Jha  
(1,337 views)

Most popular on Twitter 
Regular breaks by Manish Jha 
(86 retweets, 99 likes)

Most commented  
The Republic of Insomnia, 
Editorial 

Most shared on Facebook
Regular breaks by Manish Jha
(42 shares)

Most reached on Facebook
Regular breaks by Manish Jha 
“Nepal tops the list of countries with the most public holidays with 

36 days a year” (16,768 people reached)

Total votes: 714

issue off-the-cuff pronouncements, the image of the three 
leaders sitting together was highly symbolic at many levels. 
If the tripartite tête-à-tête was not planned, it should have 
been. It may have been a coincidence, but it was a good 
coincidence. 

Despite its aversion to multilateral approaches, and 
however much the organisers had plausible deniability that 
the meeting was pre-planned, it is India that benefited the 
most from the leak. The message to Nepal (and especially 
Prime Minsiter Dahal) couldn’t have been clearer: don’t try 
to play us off against each other because India and China are 
on the same page vis-à-vis Nepal. 

Manish Nepali@RaiManish2 
Let  the local people take initiative to involve 
stake holders, agencies, professionals, for 
promotion as new destination

Nepali Times@nepalitimes
With its scenery, Dolakha could easily rival Pokhara 
as an adventure tourism destination.
http://bit.ly/2dWAjwY  

Nepali Times@nepalitimes
No Dasain is complete for a Nepali without 
mandatory meals of goat curry and rice.
http://bit.ly/2d4TUfF 
@shreejanas

Ryan Conlon@JconlonRyan 
Unless you don’t eat meat, or can’t afford it, 
or don’t celebrate dashain. But real nepalis 
aren’t like that..

Ten nations with the highest number of public holidays
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There has been detailed deconstruction of the chance 
meeting between the leaders of India, China and 
Nepal at the BRICS-BIMSTEC Summit in Goa last 

week. As far as we can make, out the get-together was indeed 
unscripted, but it turned out to be serendipitous. 

It is not an easy job for the organisers of summits to 
choreograph the comings and goings of heads of government 
in alphabetical sequence with barely seconds of separation 
between each other. One leader spends an extra few minutes 
chatting with another and the whole meticulous timeline  
goes haywire. That is what seems to have happened when 
Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal, Chinese President Xi 
Jiping and Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi ran into 
each other at the lobby of the conference centre in Goa. 

That encounter would have gone 
unnoticed had the scion of Prime Minister 
Dahal and his personal secretary, Prakash, 
not been there to capture the scene in his 
mobile camera. Even so, no one would 
have known had Prakash not gone on to 
post the picture on his Facebook wall with 
a press statement of his own inferring that 
his Dad had extremely good body language 
with President Xi and that the three had 
agreed to work together.

For  the  Indian  fore ign  pol icy 
establishment, ‘multilateral’ is a bad 
word. India does everything bilaterally 
— especially with neighbours. Which 
must be why the Ministry of External 
Affairs spokesperson issued an immediate 
clarification that the meeting was just a 
coincidence, and not a trilateral summit in 
any way. 

Whatever it was, and however one 
looks at Prakash Dahal’s over-reach in 
bypassing Nepal’s Foreign Ministry to 

That is also the advice that the Chinese leadership has 
been giving various Nepali netas from all four main parties 
when they have visited Beijing in the past: "Sort it out with 
New Delhi, and don't rock the boat". Which must be why 
although the picture breached protocol for the very protocol-
conscious Chinese, they did not publicly express any serious 
displeasure about it.

For Dahal, the photograph was the perfect opportunity 
to clear his image back home in Nepal where he is seen to 
have sold out to India. Op-eds and editorial cartoons in the 
Nepali media have lampooned him as kowtowing to the 
Delhi Durbar to get himself back as PM, even if it was just 
for nine months. Having his son leak the photograph through 
social media was a master stroke because it suddenly 

showed Comrade Prachanda as a regional 
statesman rubbing shoulders with the 
high and mighty and ostensibly having 
the blessings of both.

The Maoist-Nepali Congress coalition 
is also blamed within Nepal for having 
botched the planned visit by President Xi 
which should have taken place just about 
now. Prime Minister K P Oli had worked 
hard to set up the visit, but just as he fell 
victim to geopolitics the visit was also 
cancelled. Nepal is not important enough 
for China to jeopardise its trade relations 
with India over. Which is why the Dahal 
father and son had to assure folks at home  
that all was well on the northern front.

In the final analysis, all this navel 
gazing in Nepal serves no purpose. As 
long as we cannot put our own house in 
order, set our politics right and steer the 
country towards economic growth, we 
will continue to be treated as a footnote 
to history by our big neighbours. 
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Watch video
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SMRITI BASNET 
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ONE  TO  MANY
Bidushi Dhungel
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MADHU SUDAN DAHAL 
in BAJURA

Most religions require devotees 
to make difficult and arduous 
pilgrimages to holy sites in part to 

show their dedication to the faith and to 
prove that they are willing to undertake any 
sacrifice. The hardships are supposed to be 

Even for the not so religious minded, 
the remote Badimalika Trek could be a 
pilgrimage to the natural wilderness 

Even for the not so religious minded, 
the remote Badimalika Trek could be a 
pilgrimage to the natural wilderness 

A  RIDGE  
TOO  FAR

a symbolic reminder of the impermanence 
of life and how fate is in the hands of the 
omniscient being.  

Popular Hindu pilgrimage sites are 
Muktinath, Kailash or Gosainkunda which 
draw devotees not just from Nepal but all 
over the world. Less well known, but as 
difficult to reach and just as rewarding is 
Badimalika, the Shiva shrine high in the 
mountains of far-western Nepal in Bajura 
district.

Although the big mela at Badimalika, just 
as in nearby Khaptad or Gosainkunda, was 
on Janaipurnima in August, the holy trek can 
be undertaken at any time of year except 
perhaps in winter when it is snowbound. 

But even if you are not religious, the 
Badimalika trek can be a pilgrimage to 
nature. The sheer remoteness of the place 
has kept it preserved from the outside world 
and the ‘development’ that has accompanied 
tourism destinations in other parts of Nepal. 
In fact, for a glimpse of what Nepal looked 
like before ‘trekking’ arrived, a trip to 
Badimalika is an eye-opener. 

The shrine itself derives its religious 
significance from the Hindu myth about 
Vishnu deploying his Sudarshan Chakra 
on the body of Sati as it was being carried 
around by the grief-stricken Shiva, and 
various parts of her anatomy falling to earth. 
Badimalika is where her left shoulder is 
supposed to have come to rest.  

Badimalika’s popularity with surrounding 
parts of Nepal and neighbouring India is 
supposed to have increased after Prithvi 
Narayan Shah visited the site during his 
westward conquests in the 18th century. 
Priests at the temple say that the Badimalika 
Bhagwati is the eldest sister among 112 
goddesses, and should be worshipped first 
and the deity has the reputation of granting 
wishes. 

At 4,200m the mountain-top temple is 

situated above the treeline and the last part of 
the hike is along knife-edge ridges with Alpine 
meadows festooned with flowers this time of 
year, and grass that is like velvet underfoot. 

There are very few tea houses and lodges, 
so trekkers are advised to carry their own 
food and tents. Unlike Khaptad or Rara, the 
area is not a national park and the trails are 
unmarked, so taking along a local guide is 
adviasable.

 The best way to get there from 
Kathmandu is to take the one hour flight 
to Dhangadi, and embark on the long and 
winding road via Dadeldhura to Martadi from 
where Badimalika is a steep 3 day walk. On 
the second day one reaches holy Triveni, 
the confluence of three crystal clear streams 
where pilgrims perform ritual dips so their 
dead relatives and ancestors find peace in 
heaven.

The scenery is stupendous, with the 
Api-Saipal range spread out over the 
northern horizon, and the wilderness has a 
spiritual feel to it. The trek is still passable 
till December, but after the first snow it 
is advisable not to be on this trail till next 
spring. 

Watch video
nepalitimes.com
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