


11 - 17 NOVEMBER 2016  #8322 EDITORIAL

Publisher and Chief Editor: Kunda Dixit 
Associate Editor: Om Astha Rai | Design: Kiran Maharjan 

 Published by Himalmedia Pvt Ltd  |  Patan Dhoka, Lalitpur | GPO Box 7251 Kathmandu 
editors@nepalitimes.com | www.nepalitimes.com | www.himalmedia.com | Tel: 01-5005601-08 Fax: +977-1-5005518   

 Marketing: Arjun Karki, Surendra Sharma  rachanas@himalmedia.com | Advertorials: Ram Krishna Banjara | Subscriptions: Santosh Aryal santosha@himalmedia.com
Printed at Jagadamba Press | 01-5250017-19 | www.jagadambapr.com

YOUR SAY
www.nepalitimes.com

Nepali Times on Facebook
Follow @nepalitimes on Twitter
Follow @nepalitimes on Instagram

Q. Who bears the biggest responsibility to prevent 
money from being stolen from ATM machines?

Weekly Internet Poll  #832

Q. Do you agree with the government's  decision to 
declare a public holiday on the occassion of Indian 
President Pranab Mukherjee's visit?

MUKHERJEE'S VISIT
India was the biggest loser in 
its cruel blockade against Nepal 
('#PranabDaSaySorry', eSpecial, 2 
November). What did India get by 
bullying Nepal? Nothing. It lost the 
goodwill that it was gradually gaining in 
Nepal, and pushed Kathmandu towards 
Beijing.  
   Arun Shrestha

It would be foolish to hope that India 
will solve our problems, and take care of 
our interests ('Mukherjee in Janakpur', 
eSpecial, 3 November). The past 
treaties and agreements are enough 
to understand what Nepal is gaining 
or losing from India. Unfortunately, we 
never seem to learn.

Anupam

Nepalis are good at running twitter 
hashtags, but who in the world cares 
about it? It is easy to blame someone 
else for your mistakes. Nations do not 
grow this way.

Alex

It is such a shame that the police 
and the military are locking out the 
people of Nepal from Kathmandu. Are 

we really going insane?
Stephane 

Mukherjee's Janakpur visit indicates 
that his main mission is to preach 
'Hindutva' in Nepal. India is doing this to 
Nepal from the mantra that it learnt from 
its British colonial master: divide and rule.

Yam Gurung

IMPEACHMENT 
Pawns are not players, so whether to 
impeach the dreaded CIAA Chief depends 
on the fi nal decision of India ('C'mon, 
Congress', Om Astha Rai, #831). After 
all this talk about New Nepal, projecting 
party leaders as players is to delude the 
public. 

Chhakka Panja

Almost everyone is frustrated in 
Nepal, and this movie ('Chhakka Panja', 
Raisa Pande, #831) addresses the 
causes of frustration that plague our 
society. In doing so makes the audience 
laugh and cry. looking forward to more 
movies such as Chakka Panja and 
more power to the Nepali movie industry 
for attemtpting to entertain and raise 
questions simultaneously.  

Pari Dangol

TAMASHAS  OVER
Nepal’s rulers still swing from one extreme to another: either needling neighbours needlessly or kowtowing to them.

THIS WEEK

Most visited online page
Made in Nepal by Sahina Shrestha 
(2,364 views)

Most popular on Twitter 
“#PranabDaSaySorry” 
by Om Astha Rai (77 retweets, 101 likes)

Most commented  
Made in Nepal by 
Sahina Shrestha

Most shared on Facebook
Made in Nepal by Sahina Shrestha 

Most reached on Facebook
Made in Nepal by Sahina Shrestha (12,893 people reached)
Nepal-made products are steadily gaining visibility and recognition 

around the world Total votes: 1059

was really needed, the government came out looking mean 
spirited and uncaring.

To mask this prodigious incompetence the lame duck 
Koirala administration fast-tracked the constitution, and 
it was later promulgated without adequate consultation. 
Violence erupted in the Tarai, leaving at least 60 dead. 
Successive Nepali leaders visited India to reassure the 
Indians that Madhesi concerns would be addressed, and 
then came back and did just the opposite. India was miffed, 
and this turned to anger when Nepal’s leaders refused to put 
off promulgation by two weeks. 

Things spiralled out of control after that, with the 
Indian blockade that lasted five months. Prime Minister Oli, 

Ashok Pokharel@BigBlackYak 
Maybe because of all the time spent in the 
‘jungle’ but, our @cmprachanda, 
@PMONepal sure loves the fl owers!

Nepali Times@nepalitimes
The Chinese beat the Indians in fl oral diplomacy 
both by being fi rst & also by having a bigger 
bouquet.
http://bit.ly/2eT6Zs1  

Nepali Times@nepalitimes
India’s prez received a grand reception in Janakpur 
where Nepal’s prez was humiliated last year. 

Nirmal Ghimire@nirmalktm 
@nepalitimes In contemporary history of 
many nations, people stood in favor of 
another country to revenge against their 
oppressive regime.

Now that the three festivals, the tamasha of Indian 
President Pranab Mukherjee’s visit to Nepal and the 
US elections upset are over, the government can get 

back to running this country again. There is a whole host of 
pressing problems: having the Constitution up and running 
with necessary amendments acceptable to all, rushing urgent 
bills through Parliament, playing catch-up with lagging 
development and economic goals. 

The post-holiday and pre-winter season, however, will be 
dominated by the impeachment proceedings against CIAA 
Chief Lokman Singh Karki which was abruptly interrupted 
on 25 October. Headlines about Karki’s abuse of power in 
the media are not a ‘distraction’ as some have claimed. Karki 
epitomises a clear and present danger to the democratic 
project, and the mangled mechanism through which he 
was installed in office shows how easily the system can be 
twisted and expropriated. It must be said, the politicians 
only acted when the man they helped appoint CIAA Chief 
posed a threat to their own political existence.

Last year’s mishandling of the fast-track constitution, the 
recklessly confrontational manner in which both the Koirala 
and Oli coalitions thumbed their noses at India, and the 
ruinous blockade should have taught us all a lesson. But we 
didn’t learn it. 

Nepal’s rulers still swing from one extreme to another: 
either needling neighbours needlessly or kowtowing to them. 
They seem incapable of being attentive to the sensitivities of 
our giant neighbours while minimising interference. Macho 
hyper-nationalism is futile in a country whose economy is in 
a shambles, where citizens have no trust left in government. 

Last year, Nepal’s political leaders vanished in the 
weeks after the earthquake. The government spokesman 
was nowhere to be seen, there was very little coordination 
of international relief. When the government did speak, it 
was to render one gaffe after another that made Nepal an 
international laughing stock. Instead of thanking donors 
and couching statements positively to highlight relief that 

instead of trying to keep back channels of communications 
open with both New Delhi and Madhesi leaders fell back 
on grandstanding and leaning over backwards on China. 
Knowing fully well how it would rattle the Indians, he went 
ahead with largely symbolic moves to find alternatives to 
petroleum imports and trade and transit routes via China.

Whoever in New Delhi at the time was the architect 
of the blockade must be held responsible for a colossal 
blunder. India came across as a crude bully, reacting 
disproportionately to punish an entire people for the follies 
of a few in power. The blockade began to look like a siege, 
and the nationwide humanitarian disaster it unleashed was 
more destructive than the earthquake. 

We wrote in this space at this time last year: ‘Short of 
declaring war on a neighbour and bombing it, a siege like 
this is the easiest and cheapest way for one country to wreck 
another.’ The most sobering aspect of the blockade was 
the utter disinterest of the international community which 
refused to speak even about the suffering of ordinary 
Nepalis. 

This allowed Prime Minister Oli to convince many 
Nepalis that this was all India’s doing, and even deflect 
criticism of delays in earthquake relief by blaming it all on 
the blockade. The blockade increased the chasm between the 
mountains and plains, deeply polarising Nepali society.

Exactly one year later, President Mukherjee arrived in 
Nepal on what was billed as a fence-mending trip. Nepalis 
had not forgotten the blockade and the simmering anger 
was in open display on social media. But nowhere was 
the aftershock of the blockade more apparent than in the 
difference in the reception that Mukherjee got. Empty streets 
of Pokhara and Kathmandu contrasted sharply with the 
spontaneous cheering in Janakpur.

As we deal with a festival hangover, it is clear that the 
incompetence of Nepal’s politicians and the failure of the 
Indian establishment to understand the Nepali psyche have 
brought us back to square one.

GOPEN RAI

Weekly Internet Poll  #833
To vote go to: www.nepalitimes.com
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SABINE PRETSCH 
in MARPHA





SEBASTIAN GANSRIGLER



LUCIA DE VRIES





BRUCE MCCOY OWENS

Bruce McCoy Owens is 
Associate Professor 
of Anthropology at Wheaton 
College in the United States.



GETAWAY



RISHI AMATYA

Watch video
nepalitimes.com

HERITAGE 
LIVE!



RECOGNITION: A travel agent gets an award at Qatar Airways’ Productive Agents 
Recognition event at Soaltee Crowne Plaza, Kathmandu on Tuesday 

MUST  SEE
Sophia Pande

HAPPENINGS

BIKRAM  RAI





SHREEJANA SHRESTHA 
in JUMLA



Watch video
nepalitimes.com



The Ass
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